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STOPPED A $500 TAX INCREASE.

He stood in the gap for families.

A colleague pushed a $500-per-family tax hike.

Mark Hall said no — and made it stick.
Your money. His principles.
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ELECTION DAy, Nov. 3, 2026

ARCADIA | ATLANTA | CICERO | SHERIDAN | TIPTON

CARMEL | FISHERS | NOBLESVILLE | WESTFIELD

LIKE &

NEWS GATHERING

PARTNER FoLLOW US!

TODAY’S WEATHER

Today: Partly sunny and warm.

Tonight: Showers
after midnight.

HIGH: 74 LOW: 6l

The REPORTER

Today is Election Day.
While voting is a right, it is
also a responsibility, and Ham-
ilton County’s Hometown
Newspaper is offering you as
much information as we can
so you can make an informed
decision at the polls.

Several candidates have
ads in today’s special edition,

and our thanks go
out to them both
for supporting lo-
cal, independent
news, as well as

for engaging with
voters.

The resources
we have assembled
to help you make your
choice include:

* A list of endorse-
ments on Page 2
* An abun-
dance of candi-
date bios, which
you can find at
this link.
* The complete
list of polling loca-
tions on Page 8 at this
link.

* A full list of candidates on
Page 9 at this link.

According to  Hoosier
Weather Daddy Paul Poteet,
today will be partly sunny with
a high of 74. We could see
some scattered showers later
this evening, with a low of 61.

No more excuses. Get out
there and vote, Hamilton Coun-
ty. Our republic needs you.

Hamilton County makes voting
accessible for voters with disabilities

First-time voter shares his experience using assistive technology at the polls

The REPORTER

When Noblesville High
School senior Matthias Ves-
celus cast his first-ever ballot
this past weekend, he did so in-
dependently, thanks to assistive
technology available at every
Hamilton County polling place.

Vescelus, who is blind, used
a device called DoubleTalk
that connects to the voting ma-
chine and reads the ballot aloud
through headphones. The tech-
nology allows voters with visu-
al impairments to navigate their
ballot, make their selections,
and cast their votes without as-
sistance from another person.

“I preferred this over voting
absentee because I could do it
myself,” Vescelus said. “It took
me a second to figure out the
system, but once I figured it out,
it was super easy.”

All Hamilton County voting
machines can be equipped with
the DoubleTalk hardware. The
machines also offer a zoom fea-
ture for voters who need larger
print. For those with mobility
challenges, the voting panel
can be lowered to a seated posi-
tion, allowing voters to use the
equipment more comfortably.

“Our goal is to make sure no
one feels that a disability pre-
vents them from participating in
an election,” Hamilton County
Clerk Kathy Kreag Williams

said. “If you arrive at a Vote
Center and need assistance,
please don’t hesitate to ask. Our
poll workers are trained to help
make every voter feel comfort-
able and confident when they
come to the polls.”

Voters with disabilities also
have several options for casting
an absentee ballot in future elec-
tions:

* Vote by Mail: Voters with
disabilities may request an ab-
sentee ballot by mail if they can
personally mark their ballot and
sign the required envelope.

* Vote with Print Disability
Ballot: Voters with qualifying
print disabilities may request
an electronic ballot delivered
by email that can be read using
assistive technology.

* Traveling Absentee Vot-
er Board: Voters who cannot
independently mark their bal-
lot or sign the absentee ballot
security envelope may request
assistance from a bipartisan
absentee voter board, which
can travel to their location and
assist them with voting.

Voters who have questions
about accessible voting equip-
ment, absentee voting, or re-
questing assistance are encour-
aged to contact the Hamilton
County Elections Office or visit
hamiltoncounty.in.gov/220/
Vote-Absentee.

Photo provided by Hamilton County Government
Matthias Vescelus, who is blind, voted early last
Saturday thanks to the assistive technology available at

the county’s polling places.

Come meet
the candidates

The Reporter has done its part to
help voters make informed decisions
when casting their ballots whether ear-
ly, absentee, or on Election Day.

The Reporter has published Candi-
date Bios for all candidates who chose
to engage with our readers. You can
read them at this link.

Election Day polling places are
listed on Page 8 of the Candidate Bios,
which you can read at this link. Please
note that Vote Centers will not take ef-
fect in Hamilton County until the May
2027 primary election.

This is a free public service we are
providing both to candidates and our
readers.

Information about
two ballot measures

Indiana has two
statewide ballot mea-
sures certified to be on
the ballot on Nov. 3.

The state legisla-
ture has referred a con-
stitutional amendment
to the ballot that would
require city and town
court judges to reside
in the county where the
court is located or in a
county closest to the court which borders
the county where the court is located.

The legislature has also referred a con-
stitutional amendment to the ballot to pro-
vide offenses other than murder or treason
are bailable unless the accused poses a sub-
stantial risk to any other person or the com-
munity if the presumption is strong, and the
state proves that no condition of release will
protect the community.

Ray Adler is a longtime attorney with
offices at The Adler Building, 136 S. 9th
St., Downtown Noblesville. He is also one
of the owners of The Hamilton County Re-
porter Newspaper.

Voting, veterans
& virtue

“In essentials, unity,
in non-essentials, lib-
erty, and in all things,
charity.”

Puritan Richard
Baxter promoted this
maxim in his day, and it
still has relevance for us
as citizens today.

In order to have a
functioning  govern-
ment, practicing civility
is a necessity, an essential. We are now in the
season of campaigning and voting for some
of our local, state, and national leaders.

So when and where do we practice ci-
vility? In all our interactions with other cit-
izens, especially those of a different political
persuasion, we treat people with respect.
We don’t have to agree, but can agree to
disagree. Disagreeing doesn’t mean we are
entitled to be rude or insulting, however. To
those campaigning who come to our doors,
a simple “Thank you, but I don’t have time
now” and closing (not slamming) the door is
a way to end the encounter civilly. Maybe the
campaign material given will end up in the
trash, but the other person wasn’t “trashed”!

Another time and place to practice civil-
ity is at the polling place. Having recruited
poll workers for three different elections in
Hamilton County, [ know what a VERY long
day is required for those who accept a po-
sition at the polls. If a question, mistake, or
challenging situation should come up, that
issue would be directed to a person who
could help resolve it. We may feel frustrat-
ed at times if we believe we are not getting
our due in some way. But we can calm down,
practice self-control and still treat poll work-
ers with civility and that could help resolve
the issue without lingering animosity. We are
all human, less than perfect, and we may do
well to give ourselves and others some grace.

Undoubtedly, most citizens in our county
are being civil with each other as we engage
in the election process.

Important to note also, is that it is not es-
sential that we persuade others to vote for our
choices. We have the liberty to vote for the
candidates we think would best reflect our
values and perform the duties of their elected

COLUMNIST

RAY ADLER
Ask Adler

COLUMNIST

NANCY KELLY SMITH
Civility Counts

See Virtue . . . Page 2

|:| Veteran Who Served Our Country

] Leader Focused on Public Safety

] Strong Community Relationships

] Proven to Deliver for Hamilton County

ENDORSED BY 4 MAYORS

SuUE FINkKAM, CARMEL * SCOTT FADNESS, FISHERS
CHRIS JENSEN, NOBLESVILLE * SCOTT WILLIS, WESTFIELD

ENDORSED BY ALL 4 FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE
LODGES IN HAmiLTON COUNTY

ENDORSED BY ALL 3 CountY COMMISSIONERS

DIKONF ORS BERIIFECOM

Early Voting Totals

Below are the final number of
early voters as of Monday, Nov. 2,
listed by polling location.

Judicial Center . ............. 12,719
4-H Fairgrounds . . ........... 18,828
Carmel Clay Public Library. . . . .. 5,270
Jill Perelman Pavilion, Carmel . . .5,262
Wilfong Pavilion, Carmel
Billericay Park Bldg., Fishers . ...5,676
Roy G. Holland Bldg., Fishers .. .4,893

Cool Creek Nature Center . . . ... 5,087
Westfield City Hall ............ 3,100
Westfield Washington Twp. Bldg. . .3,302
Cicero Library................ 1,172
Sheridan Library............... 638
TOTAL .....covvvvvinnnns 70,190
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http://readthereporter.com/DailyEdition/2026-11-03-candidates.pdf
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http://readthereporter.com/DailyEdition/2026-11-03-candidates.pdf
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Indy’s Largest Poker Tournament

$10,000 WINNER’S PURSE/$25,000 TOTAL PAYOUT

Reserve a seat at www.lionspoker.org

Discount for Earlybird Entry On Line or $135.00 at the door
Approved by the state of Indiana Charity Gaming Division Permit #011908

November 20th & 21st, 202
Hamilton County%

Proceeds Support Lions Club Charitable Projects

airgrounds

Candidate Endorsements

FEDERAL —

STATE

Greg Ballard for Secretary of State

Sue Ellspermann, former Indiana Lt. Governor
Paul Rieckhoff, Iraq War veteran & podcaster

Beau Bayh for Secretary of State
State Senator Greg Walker (R-Columbus)

Max Engling for Secretary of State

Turning Point Action
Indiana Right to Life PAC
President Donald J. Trump
Vice President J.D. Vance

Coumba Kebe for Treasurer of State
Pete Buttigieg, Former Secy. of Transportation

Kirsten Root for
Indiana Senate District 21

Cheryl Popiela, Sheridan

Amy Christmas, Westfield
Kaitleyn Moreno, Westfield
Kim McDowell, Sheridan

John Ruckelshaus for
Indiana Senate District 29
Indiana Professional Fire Fighters PAC

Doug Allman for Fall Creek Twp. Trustee

Jennifer Davisson, Fishers
Fishers City Councilwoman Tiffanie Ditlevson

Susan Davis for Fall Creek Twp. Board

Rachel Quade, Fishers
Fishers City Councilwoman Tiffanie Ditlevson

Diane Eaton for Fall Creek Twp. Board
Fishers City Councilwoman Tiffanie Ditlevson

Lynne Goodin for Fall Creek Twp. Board

Fishers City Councilwoman Tiffanie Ditlevson

TOWNSHIPS

Alaina Shonkwiler for
Indiana House District 29
Natalie Muir Eden, Nobelsville

Devon Wellington for
Indiana House District 29

Moms Demand Action
Moffett R. Craig, Noblesville
Patricia LeSueur, Fishers
Michelle Payne, Noblesville
David Wellington, Noblesville
Lauren Driskell, Noblesville
Cady Dawson, Noblesville
Devon Watkins, Noblesville
Charlene Stacy, Noblesville
Larry & Sara McSpadden, Fishers
Leslie Rowley, Noblesville
Voters for a Green Indiana
Nocona Cannady-Flatt
Indiana Political Action Committee for Education

Danny Lopez for

Indiana House District 39

Professional Fire Fighters Union of Indiana PAC
Carmel Fraternal Order of Police
Indiana Realtor RPAC
National Federation of Independent Business

Lindsay Gramlich for
Indiana House District 39
Pete Buttigieg, Former Secy. of Transportation

Peggy Pfister for Noblesville Twp. Board

George Hodgson, Noblesville

Robyn Cook for Jackson Twp. Trustee

Jack Russell, Jackson Township
Anthony Jay Cook, former State Represenative
Ford Hebner, Cicero
Hamilton County Professional Fire Fighters Local 4416
Jenna Majors, Jackson Township
Jay Trauring, Cicero
Mike Kirchberg, former Firefighter/Paramedic/Investiagor

VIRTUE

office with competency, ded-
ication, and integrity, em-
bodying civility in what they
say and do.

Many of us have had
family members or friends
who served in the military, or
who are veterans themselves.
My father was in the Army
in WWIL, trained at Camp
Atterbury here in Indiana,
fought and was captured and
spent months in a German
POW camp before being lib-
erated. Consequently, I have

some knowledge of what
suffering veterans and their
families have endured to pre-
serve our freedoms, includ-
ing the freedom to vote. All
the veterans I know fought
in Viet Nam. Most of them
were not treated with civili-
ty and respect when they re-
turned stateside. But now we
have the opportunity to thank
them, to attend ceremonies
that honor them, to donate
to reliable veterans organi-
zations that support veter-

from Page 1
ans, and hopefully, provide ed with dignity and respect.
resources that can provide Charity is a virtue to per-

housing, mental and emo-
tional support and end the
tragedy of veteran suicide.
Who among us does not
want to be understood? to
belong? to be loved? To me,
“charity” IS love, and is the
foundation of “civility.” I
don’t think of love necessarily
as an emotion. I think some-
times it is a decision to care
about another person. To treat
that one as we want to be treat-

meate all our words and ac-
tions. If it does, the practice
of civility can become com-
monplace. We can all do our
part to make it so.

Nancy Kelly Smith is
a retired English profes-
sor and published author.
She is also an Ambassa-
dor for the national civil-
ity organization Civic Re-
naissance. Learn more at
civic-renaissance.com.

J.D. Ford for
U.S. Representative District 5

American Federation of Government Employees
Equality PAC

Victoria Spartz for
U.S. Representative District 5

George Hodgson, Noblesville

——COUNTY—

Beth Sheller for County Clerk

County Recorder Trini Beaver
Michael Colby, Major, U.S. Army (Ret.)
County Commissioner Mark Heirbrandt

County Councilwoman Sue Maki
Noblesville Attorney Ray Adler
County Councilman Mark Hall

County Commissioner Steve C. Dillinger
Dianna Lynch
Peggy Beaver, former County Clerk

Dustin Dixon for Sheriff
OneZone Business Action Committee

Mark Hall for County Council

Hamilton County Professional Fire Fighters Local 4416

—— JUDICIAL——

Emily Angel Shaw for
Superior Court 8 Judge

Debbie Dean, Carmel

—SCHOOL BOARD -

Josh Perry for
HSE School Board District 2

Scott Fadness, Mayor of Fishers

David Turk for
HSE School Board District 3

Scott Fadness, Mayor of Fishers

Denise Dye for Noblesville School Board

Carl Sampson, Noblesville
Martin Strother, Noblesville

Joe Forgey for Noblesville School Board

Chris Hartig, Noblesville Democratic Chair for Precinct 9
Dr. Charles Leonard, former HSE Schools Superintendent

Misti Ray for Noblesville School Board

Chris Hartig, Noblesville Democratic Chair for Precinct 9
Dr. Charles Leonard, former HSE Schools Superintendent
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Republican Alaina Shonkwiler
discusses hometown service

By AIDA KARIM
news@readthereporter.com

Noblesville born and bred, this candi-
date’s passion for her hometown is deeply
ingrained.

legislative/2026/bills/senate/270/details)
making the statehouse continually evaluate
how it can deliver better services at lower
cost to the taxpayer.

“It was the first time we had meaningful
reform of township government in

The Reporter spoke with
Alaina Shonkwiler, the Repub-
lican incumbent running against
Democrat challenger Devon Wel-
lington in the Nov. 3 election for
Indiana House of Representatives
District 29.

Shonkwiler said she chose
to run the first time because she

over 20 years,” Shonkwiler said.

According to Shonkwiler she
also focuses on reforming and
the regulation of investor-owned
electric utilities.

She said, “Indiana is real-
ly growing, and in that growth
comes energy demand, and that
depends on reliability and afford-

“wanted to be a voice for Nobles-
ville.”

“As somebody who was raised here by
two public servants, a teacher and a nurse, I
knew how much the Statehouse really affect-
ed our local communities,” Shonkwiler said.

Before office

Prior to her election, Shonkwiler said
she got her start with the city government
and Statehouse through her participation in
various committees and work for different
officials.

Shonkwiler said she worked with past
officials Luke Kenley and Kathy Richard-
son (Williams) to establish the cultural arts
district in Noblesville.

Shownwiler also worked for prior
District 29 Rep. Chuck Goodrich and for
Noblesville Schools in a workforce devel-
opment coordinator position. She helped
launch high school students into the best
careers possible.

“We focused significantly on workforce
development,” she said. “Crafting bills that
were specifically around graduation path-
ways and workforce development.”

Shonkwiler said as she worked with
Congresswoman Victoria Spartz, staying
by her side when the congresswoman at-
tended Statehouse meetings. She said there
she began understanding how some federal
implications at the congressional level were
impacting the Statehouse.

During office

When evaluating her priorities in office,
Shonkwiler said she questions legislation,
wondering, “Is it going to make life more
affordable? Is it going to make the govern-
ment work better? Is it going to make our
communities safe?”’

Shonkwiler said an example of leg-
islation she worked on includes giving
law enforcement the tools and clarity and
resources that they need to protect our
communities while supporting transpar-
ency and accountability with House Bill
1232 (iga.in.gov/legislative/2025/bills/
house/1232/details).

“In this past session, I was proud to lead
some meaningful local government reform
conversations,” Shonkwiler said. “Having
township modernization legislation that ac-
tually took a thoughtful approach, looking
at improving efficiency, reducing duplica-
tion in local government entities, and ensur-
ing that taxpayer dollars were used wisely.”

Shonkwiler told The Reporter she
worked on Senate Bill 270 (iga.in.gov/

NOT
insiders,
NOT
big donors.

JOIN US

Shonkwiler

LAURI SHILLINGS

for Secretary of State

ability of electricity.”

Shonkwiler said within her
role on the government and regulatory re-
form committee at the Statehouse, she has
continued to push for

Both sides of District 29 election

Democrat Devon Wellington
talks about her priorities

By AIDA KARIM
news@readthereporter.com

A new candidate is in town and looking
to reform the state’s educational priorities.
The Reporter spoke with

at stake because they impact their commu-
nities and utilize their tax dollars.

“I’m never going to begrudge a parent
who is trying to get the best education for
their child,” Wellington said, “but when we
systematically take money away

Devon Wellington, the Demo-
cratic candidate running against
incumbent Republican Alaina
Shonkwiler in the Nov. 3 elec-
tion for Indiana House of Repre-
sentatives District 29.
Wellington told The Report-
er she has worked in education
policy on the district, state, and

from our public schools and then
expect them [the schools] to be
able to do more with less, piled
on top of unfunded mandates and
expectations that we are throwing
at teachers and schools without
the support to actually make them
effective, and then blaming them
when we’re not getting the educa-

federal levels.

Wellington said she works
daily to ensure states around the country
guarantee good outcomes for kids, in spite
of the “bad policy that

housing affordability.
According to Shonk-
wiler, another issue was
duplicate efforts, where
multiple units of govern-
ment were involved in
the contracting process
for different public ser-
vices. She said she aims
to minimize taxing peo-

District 29 encompasses Noblesville
and a small portion of Fishers. You
can see the full district maps and look
up your district at iga.in.gov/
information/house-district-map.

According to the Indiana General
Assembly, the House of Representa-
tives works alongside the Senate and

Governor to draft and pass laws as well
as establish the state budget and taxes.

they are often handed
or unfunded mandates
that state legislature
gives them.” She works
alongside an array of
different governmental
bodies, which she said
emulates the job of a
state legislator in many
ways.

ple twice for the same

“I have a personal

service.

Shonkwiler told The
Reporter she stands out
as a candidate because of
her unique connection to

In June 2023, The Reporter published
a story detailing the Make My Move
program and how it's brought people

to Noblesville. You can read that story
at tinyurl.com/HCRmakemymove.

rule for myself that sort
of keeps me in check,
and that rule is that I'm
not allowed to complain
about something unless

Noblesville.
Noblesville connection

In terms of the Make My Move pro-
gram opposing candidate Wellington had
utilized, Shonkwiler said, as somebody
who has consulted in economic develop-
ment for communities across the state, the
program has recruited some incredible
people to the community.

“I don’t want to disparage the people
who came here through using that program
because it was a tool that they were able
to use,” Shonkwiler said. “Do I necessarily
agree with using tax dollars to do that? No,
not really.”

Shonkwiler said there are people
who’ve lived here their whole lives and in-
vested in the community who didn’t need
the incentive to do so.

“I was raised here. My kids have been
raised here,” Shonkwiler said. “I actually
bought the house that I grew up in from my
parents. And so I’ve been ingrained in the
community basically my whole life.”

Shonkwiler goes to the American Le-
gion and VFW and told The Reporter she
knows the members by name. She has vol-
unteered at Noblesville Main Street and
with Noblesville Schools. She has been
on the sidelines at school sporting events
alongside her community.

Shonkwiler said she “knows the com-
munity backwards and forwards.”

If voters would like to reach out to
Shonkwiler, she encourages inquiries at
alainafornoblesville@gmail.com or by
visiting alainafornoblesville.com.

LauriForLiberty.com | Paid for by Lauri for Liberty

I’'m willing to do some-
thing about it,” Wellington said.

Wellington and her family had previ-
ously lived in northern Virginia. Years be-
fore their move, the family had been visit-
ing the city and attending Saturday Night
Crusin’ On the Square regularly.

She said from these experiences she knew
Noblesville was the place to raise her kids.

In 2022, Wellington and her family re-
located to Noblesville under the Make My
Move program.

Education

Wellington said when her son began
to attend Noblesville schools, she was
naturally curious about how the district
approached different issues.

“I got involved in several of the dis-
trict-level committees and have had a
wonderful experience with our schools
in that regard,” Wellington said.

Wellington told The Reporter this
experience directly led to general com-
munity involvement, observing compli-
cations surrounding the state legislature
and education.

“I don’t feel like we’re headed in a great
direction and in a direction that will benefit
my children or the community long term,”
Wellington said. “And thinking about my
background, experience, and knowledge, it
became really clear, very quickly, the State-
house was where I could do the most good.”

Wellington said the state continues to
maintain an effort that ignores the needs of
the majority of students’ interests in favor of
what a few parents and legislators want.

Many school districts have referendums
on the ballot for November. Wellington said
she believes many people are experiencing
strong emotional ties to many of the issues

Wellington

tional outcomes we want, it’s just
— quite frankly — insanity to me.”

Wellington told The Reporter she be-
lieves that before the state decides to al-
locate tax dollars to a private or charter
school, the people should get to vote on that
decision on a ballot.

Community members are feeling im-
mense pressure because the state is, in her
words, “tragically underfunding our schools.
I think we are viewing education as an ex-
pense as opposed to an investment.”

Wellington said beyond her vote on dif-
ferent bills, something she can do is bring
more stakeholders to the table and get them
on the same page so that we are moving to-
gether towards a shared goal.

Affordability

Aside from educational priorities, Wel-
lington said affordability is another major
aspect of her campaign.

“Hamilton County should continue to be
a place to invest in, but still be affordable,”
Wellington said.

She said every day, as a parent, she is
asked to pay more for something today than
she paid yesterday. She said she believes the
state should pass certain policies to effective-
ly help families and set them and their chil-
dren up for long-term success.

Supermajority

“My job is not to go to the Statehouse
and try to push through every initiative that
I think is important to push through,” Wel-
lington said. “My job as a representative is
to be the voice for my district and do what,
collectively, we believe is important.”

She said even with a Republican super-
majority she believes she can go into the
Statehouse thoroughly understanding what
her constituents want.

Wellington said her job would be far
more than making a big show of politics.

“Good politics is more about being fo-
cused on being the workhorse than being
the show horse, and I do not mind being the
workhorse,” Wellington said.

She said many representatives focus on
working down the aisle, but she believes the
reality of good policy-making starts with
good intentions for her district.

If she were to be elected, Wellington
said, “I’'m never going to complain about
something that I won’t be involved in or
willing to put work toward. I will continue
to show up for my community.”

Wellington encourages any and all com-
munity members to reach out to her via
email at devon@votedevon.com or info@
votedevon.com, or call her directly at (317)
316-8378. You can read more about her
campaign online at votedevon.com.

Local candidates speak to
voters at Northern GOP

The Northern Hamilton County GOP met Monday, Sept. 14, at Greek’s
Pizzeria in Sheridan. Featured speakers were Candidate for Secretary
of State Max Engling, Hamilton County Commissioner Christine Altman,
Candidate for Judge Danica Eyler, Candidate for Sheriff Dustin Dixon,
Candidate for Hamilton County Clerk Beth Sheller, and Hamilton County
Councilman Ken Alexander. Great food and conversation were enjoyed
by all. The next meeting of the Northern Hamilton County GOP will be at
6 p.m. Monday, Oct. 17, at the Hamilton County FOP Lodge. (From left)
Christine Altman, Danica Eyler, Dustin Dixon, and Beth Sheller.

Photos provided
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Hamilton County Election Board

unanimously approves Vote Centers
New model to take effect with 2027 municipal elections

The REPORTER

The Hamilton Coun-
ty Election Board voted
unanimously on Tuesday,
Sept. 29, to transition from
traditional precinct-based
voting to a countywide
Vote Center model begin-
ning with the 2027 Munic-
ipal Elections.

Under the new system,
Hamilton County voters
will no longer be required
to cast their ballot at an
assigned precinct on Elec-
tion Day. Instead, they will
be able to vote at any des-
ignated Vote Center in the
county.

Hamilton County cur-
rently operates 102 polling
sites. Under the approved
plan, the county will es-
tablish 57 Vote Centers —
more than double the 28
locations required by state
law based on Hamilton
County’s registered voter

population.
“This gives voters
more flexibility while

allowing us to build an
election system that can
better accommodate Ham-
ilton County’s continued
growth,” County Clerk
Kathy Kreag Williams
said. “Beginning next year,
voters can choose the Vote
Center that works best for
them rather than being tied
to one specific location.”

The unanimous vote
marks a change from last
year, when the propos-
al fell one vote short of
the unanimous approval
required. Ray Adler, the
Republican appointee to
the Election Board, voted
against the proposal at that
time, saying he wanted
to see how Vote Centers
worked in Allen County
before making such a sig-
nificant change in Hamil-
ton County.

Photo provided by Hamilton County Government

(From left) Elections Administrator Beth Sheller, and Election Board members Kathy Kreag Williams, Ray Adler, and Greg Purvis
hear testimony from a citizen on the vote center proposal.

The public speaks

Leading up to the Election Board’s meeting,
the county conducted an online survey to gauge
the public’s response to the Vote Center proposal.
A total of 323 responses were submitted through Sept. 25.

Response Number Percentage
Yes 254 78.6%

No 43 13.3%
Maybe 26 8.0%

“I had concerns last
year because this is a ma-
jor change that will affect
hundreds of thousands
of wvoters,” Adler said.
“We’ve had another year
to study the process, learn
from other counties, and
strengthen our own plan.
I’'m comfortable that we’re
ready to move forward.”

Greg Purvis, the Dem-
ocratic appointee to the
Election Board, supported
the proposal last year and
again voted in favor of it
Tuesday.

“We didn’t all start in
the same place on this is-
sue, but we took the time
to work through the con-
cerns and get to a plan we

could all support,” Purvis
said. “That’s how this pro-
cess should work. Now
we can focus on making
sure voters understand the
change and are prepared
for 2027.”

The change will first
be implemented during the
2027 Municipal Elections,
giving election officials an
opportunity to refine the
process before the high-
er-turnout 2028 Presiden-
tial Election.

A key part of the plan
is the renewed participa-
tion of Hamilton County’s
local school districts. Sev-
eral districts had previous-
ly stopped serving as poll-
ing locations because of

View from inside the meeting

By RAY ADLER
Election Board Member

Hamilton County becomes the 73rd
county to adopt voting centers.

Voting Centers will be primarily in lo-
cal schools, so there will be a consistent
location. Voters can vote at any of the cen-
ters, no matter where they live.

Steve Baranyk spoke in favor, specif-
ically citing the ease of finding a voting
place, the elimination of voters showing
up at the wrong voting location, and not
having time to get to the right polling place
before it closed. Regarding the choice to
put locations at schools, Baranyk said
making sure there will be adequate park-
ing and handicapped access are important.

Jennifer Fallis of Westfield, a recent
resident, was in favor. She noted it would
be easier to find a location to vote, and

that vote centers would encourage more
youth to vote.

Lisa Dick represented the League of
Women Voters of Hamilton County, opin-
ing that the League wanted easy access and
secure voting with no possibility of voter
fraud. She remarked on the convenience
and bringing out the youth vote.

Janet Chandler, a former government
teacher, noted that when she had to arrive
at work early, it was sometimes difficult to
find time to vote.

Before coming to the Election Board,
the proposal was unanimously supported
by both the Hamilton County Commis-
sioners and the Hamilton County Council.

The next meeting of the Election Board
will be the public test of voting machines
10 a.m. Oct. 2 at 609 Westfield Road, No-
blesville. That location is just between Ace
Hardware and Dollar General.

security concerns, but all
have now agreed to once
again host voting locations
throughout the county.
“One of the biggest rea-
sons this proposal works is
because our local school

districts have stepped up
as partners once again,”
Williams said. “By open-
ing their buildings as Vote
Centers, they’re helping
ensure voters across Ham-
ilton County have a con-

venient place to cast their
ballot close to home.”

Williams authored In-
diana’s original Vote Cen-
ter legislation while serv-
ing in the Indiana House
of Representatives.
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Ford explains what drives
his desire for public service

By AIDA KARIM
news@readthereporter.com

Affordability for Hoo-
siers is the name of the
game for this candidate.

The Reporter spoke with
JD Ford, Democratic chal-
lenger to incumbent Repub-
lican Victoria Spartz in the
Nov. 3 election for U.S.
Representative of Indiana’s
5th Congressional District,
which includes Hamilton,
Madison, Delaware, Grant,
and Tipton counties, as
well as the large majority of
Howard County.

Ford was elected to the
State Senate in 2018, repre-
senting District 29 and flip-
ping his district from red to
blue.

“I was going to be a one-
term state senator, but I got
into office and I got to work
on behalf of Hoosiers,”
Ford said.

Background

Ford grew up in a union
family in the Midwest. His
dad was a truck driver and
his mom was his school
secretary, ending her career
with work in an assisted
care facility.

According to Ford, they

worked hard to provide for
his family.
“My grandparents

served as local officials,”
Ford said. “Through this I
learned that public service
is about people, not power.”

According to Ford, his
parents and grandparents
gave him a “Northern Star”
that inspired him in his pro-
fessional endeavors.

Ford told The Report-
er he worked on a college
campus, fraternity, and the
Julian Center, with this
experience guiding him as a
current state senator.

“And now it guides me
as | throw my hat into the
ring to run for Congress.”

In the State
Senate
According to

Ford, he worked
in a Dbipartisan
way to best fulfill
the needs of his

Ford said
healthcare is an-
other major com-
ponent of his plat-
form.

“We’ve  got
lower healthcare
costs to make
sure every family,

community.
“I've  spent
eight years in

the State Senate
passing over 200 pieces of
bipartisan legislation,” Ford
said. “So I hope that shows
people I am able to work
across the aisle, especially
when it’s a good deal for the
people of my district.”

Pivoting to affordabili-
ty, Ford voted to end the 7
percent sales tax on utility
bills to help lower Hoosiers’
costs, sponsoring House
Bill 1002 (tinyurl.com/
HB1002-2026).

“There wasn’t every-
thing I wanted to include in
that bill, but it’s certainly a
step in the right direction
to ease the burden of rising
costs,” Ford said.

Ford said he believes his
biggest accomplishment in
office was showing up and
listening to his community.

Ford told The Reporter
he had talked about putting
barriers around retention
ponds in previous years.

“Unfortunately,  there
has been a very tragic sit-
uation in our state where
a child died in a retention
pond,” Ford said, “[In 2025]
I put forward a piece of
legislation that would help
protect the children of our
state.”

Senate Bill 69 (tinyurl.
com/SB69-2025), authored
by Ford in 2025, did not re-
ceive a hearing.

The situation Ford
spoke about was covered
by our news gathering part-
ners at WISH-TV, and you
can read about it at tinyurl.
com/muhxces9.

Ford

no matter where
they live, can
access affordable quality
care,” he said.

According to Ford,
he championed capping
the prices of insulin and
EpiPens and reducing pre-
scription costs in addition
to banning non-competes to
allow doctors to practice in
our state.

Plans for office

Ford told The Report-
er he’s running to “help
Hoosiers, to hear what’s on
people’s minds, and to bring
solutions to Washington,
D.C”

Ford said he will fight
against big corporations that
are getting tax breaks and
handouts for projects that
communities don’t want.

“I want to keep Hoosier
affordability at the top of
my priority list,” Ford said.
“I have to believe that peo-
ple are sitting down at their
dinner tables, talking about
things that are gonna make
their life easier.”

Ford said he emphasizes
the importance of represent-
ing Hoosiers who have high
utility, grocery, and gas bills.
He intends to give Hoosiers
access to jobs that pay a liv-
ing wage and make housing
affordable.

“How we make housing
more affordable for Hoosiers
is by banning international
investors and big corpora-
tions from buying homes to
use as rentals, which limits
the housing stock and drives
up costs,” Ford said.

Ford said he aims to low-

er healthcare costs and make
child, senior, and mental
support more accessible.

“I have people who are
willing to get back into the
workforce. But they can’t be-
cause they have children and
they can’t afford childcare,”
Ford said. “If childcare is
500 or 1,000 bucks a week,
that’s a significant chunk of
change families would have
to come up with.”

According to Ford, his
family navigated senior care
when his grandfather was
admitted into an assisted liv-
ing facility. He said, “People
really need that flexibili-
ty with space to take care
of their loved ones when
they’re aging.”

Ford also hosted a round
table concerning mental
health, meeting with provid-
ers, students, and parents.
He said, “The environment
in Indiana needs to really
change when it comes to
student mental health.”

Ford told The Report-
er Congress ought to stand
with organized labor to
make sure that workers are
never left behind.

“I’'m always going to try
and put Hoosiers first,” Ford
said.

Ford said, as a state sen-
ator, he regularly held coffee
meetings where he bought
constituents a cup of coffee
while discussing their con-
cerns.

“They could come, sit
down with me and talk about
their ideas and solutions,”
Ford said. “I got into service
because 1 want to listen to
folks and find solutions to
their concerns.”

Ford encourages the
public to read more about
his platform at electjdford.
com. He also said anyone is
welcome to reach out to him
through email at hello@
electjdford.com.

A look at voter participation in the
County Council races, May 2026 Primary

District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4

GOP Votes Cast 5,103
Dem Votes Cast 5,337
Total Votes Cast 10,440

GOP Percent of Total 48.9%
Dem Percent of Total 51.1%

4,825 6,396 5,998
5,344 3,899 5,151
10,169 10,295 11,149
474%  621%  53.8%
526%  37.9%  46.2%

Democrats showed up
this primary, now comes
the general election

By AIDA KARIM
news@readthereporter.com

This Nov. 3, Hamilton
County could come to wit-
ness an election unlike ever
before.

For the first time in re-
cent county history, the
number of Democratic
voters in the May 2026
primary outnumbered their
Republican counterparts in
specific races. Republicans
still maintain an overall ma-
jority.

Democratic voters ex-
perienced a  significant
increase 1in participation
during the latest primary
election in large part due to
the number of Democrat-
ic candidates on the ballot.
This election saw the largest
number of contested nomi-
nations within the party.

The Reporter looked at
voter statistics for the 2024
and 2026 primary and un-
covered some interesting
developments.

Compared to the 2024
primary, voter participation
for State Representative in
House District 29 increased
by 29.7 percent for the
Democrats in 2026.

More Democrats ac-
counted for voters in Ham-
ilton County Council Dis-
tricts 1 and 2. Of the total
number of votes cast in the
primary, 51.1 percent of
voters in District 1 and 52.6
percent of voters in District
2 cast a Democratic vote.

Hamilton County Coun-

cil Districts 3 and 4 had
a Republican majority of
voters, with 62.1 percent of
voters in District 3 and 53.8
percent of voters in District
4 casting a ballot for the
GOP candidates.

Voter participation for
township trustee in Fall
Creek witnessed a 52 per-
cent Democrat majority,
while Republicans main-

tained a stronghold in
Washington and White Riv-
er townships.

When comparing mid-
term years, even the num-
ber of Democratic state
convention delegate can-
didates saw an increase of
182 people, with 35 candi-
dates in 2022 and 217 can-
didates in 2026. Republican
state delegate candidates
decreased by 57 people,
with 163 candidates in 2022
and 106 candidates in 2026.
(State convention delegates
are selected during the pri-
mary election, not the gen-
eral.)

The Reporter spoke with
Hamilton County Election
Administrator Beth Sheller
about her observations this
election.

Sheller said she noticed
a higher than normal num-
ber of ballots being sent out
for a midterm election.

“l feel like voters are
more engaged this election
than a regular midterm, but
of course we won’t know
that until we see the turnout
on Election Day,” Sheller
said.

Elise Neishalla: “From six cents to common sense”

By STU CLAMPITT
news@readthereporter.com

“We’re working hard
going from, as I like to say,
lake to shining river, to get
out the vote and to tell the
great financial turnaround
story for the state of Indi-
ana,” Indiana Comptroller
Elise Nieshalla told The Re-
porter during an interview
about her election campaign.

Nieshalla was appointed
to the office by then-Gov-
emor Eric Holcomb on
Dec. 1, 2023, following the
resignation of Tera Klutz.
Nieshalla is now involved
in her first campaign for the
office she currently holds.

That is not a new situa-
tion. Nieshalla’s predeces-
sor, Klutz, was appointed
to the position in 2017.
Kultz then won an election
bid in 2022 before resign-
ing in 2023.

The State Comptroller

fulfills the duties of the Con-
stitutional Office of State
Auditor. The public name
of the office was changed
in July 2023 by legisla-
tive act signed into law by
Gov. Holcomb. The formal
title of the office remains
the same and can only be
changed by a future state
constitutional amendment.
“We handle the account-
ing and the reporting of
the state’s funds,” Nieshal-
la said. “We distribute the
taxes collected on behalf of
counties, cities, towns, and
school districts to them to
get those dollars put to good
work serving Hoosiers. We
also handle the state’s pay-
roll. We pay the state’s bills.
We also distribute funds to
the state agencies. And we
also administer the deferred
compensation plan for the
state of Indiana and ad-
minister the Indiana Trans-
parency Portal shining the

brightest sunlight in all of
Indiana’s finances.”
Indiana’s finances
in the 21st century

“Twenty-plus years
ago, if you remember, our
state was struggling finan-
cially,” Nieshalla said. “In
fact, in the year 2002, they
closed the books with only
six cents in general fund
reserves. They had spent
down the other reserve
funds by 74 percent, in addi-
tion to delaying hundreds of
millions of dollars of pay-
ments to our schools. This
was under the leadership of
Democrats.

“Then Mitch Daniels
came along, and he had this
depth of fortitude to turn
this state around financially,
and the legislature followed.
Now after a long string of
solid Republican, fiscally
conservative, and disci-
plined leadership, we’ve
gone from six cents to $1.86
billion in that general fund
reserve. And as I like to say,
we’ve gone from six cents
to common sense.”

According to Nieshalls,
Indiana is the fourth-lowest
debt per capita state in the
nation.

“We have a AAA credit
rating now,” Nieshalla said.
“We have a balanced budget
amendment that’s the gold
standard among the [oth-

er] states. We are only in a
position to be able to do a
gas tax holiday because of
the reserves that we have in
place. When we closed the
fiscal year’s books for 26,
we had just under $4 billion
in total reserves. You cer-
tainly couldn’t offer a gas
tax holiday in a state like a
neighbor of ours.”

When asked what the
fourth-lowest per capita
debt in the nation looks like
in terms of actual dollars,
Nieshalla told The Report-
er it is $169 per resident.
By way of comparison, the
State of Illinois has $2,330
per capita debt.

“We have well-funded
pensions and that is a real
turnaround story as well,”
Nieshalla said. “Particularly
when you look at the pre-
1996 teacher pension fund:
that was at 24 to 27 percent
funded just a handful of
years ago. Now we’re look-
ing at being fully funded in
just a year or two. That is
remarkable.”

Public service
experience

Nieshalla served in local
government as the president
of the Boone County Coun-
cil and the president of the
Indiana County Councils
Association.

“As a member of [the
Boone County Council],

Strong schools

Lower costs
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Opportunity for all

While

interviewing State Comptroller

Reporter photo
Elise

Nieshalla, State Representative Hunter Smith
sat down at the table behind us for a separately
scheduled and unrelated meeting of his own.
“You’re sitting in good company,” Smith said.
“Nieshalla received my full endorsement and it is
the reason I'm here. I'm in the legislature because
she encouraged me. She’s been alongtime friend.”

we were responsible for the
budgeting and all the finan-
cial side of county govern-
ment,” Nieshalla said. “I
now have the privilege of
being in the office that dis-
tributes those funds to the
local units of government
so that they can put those
tax dollars to good use. I
still have the opportuni-
ty to work with all of my
colleagues in local govern-
ment. We’re just at the ser-
vice side as far as distribut-
ing those funds to them. It’s
a joy to get to work with
them.”
Final thoughts

When asked to tell our
readers something most
people may not know about
her, Nieshalla told The Re-
porter about her relationship
with a book most people
know only as a musical.

“I absolutely love the
book Les Misérables,” Nie-
shalla said. “I read it when I
was probably 14 years old.
That book has always been
an inspiration to me. It has
an incredible story of re-
demption. And as a 14-year-
old, it gave me insight into
the depths of suffering that
we can face as humans
and the power of forgive-
ness and redemption in our

lives.”

Nieshalla said she be-
lieves it is Republican lead-
ership that has gotten our
state to the financial posi-
tion it holds today.

“Remember from where
we come as a state and how
it is Republican leadership
that has turned this state
around financially,” Nie-
shalla said. “We’ve gone
from six cents to common
sense. Indiana — we might
as well call ourselves a sun-
shine state, too, because
we are shining that bright
sunlight, which is the best
disinfectant on any fraud,
waste, or abuse that may be
there.”

Nieshalla said Indiana
serves the nation as a tem-
plate for how to handle tax-
payer dollars.

“Given that Indiana has
become this model of fiscal
responsibility, let’s make
America like Indiana. Giv-
en that it’s this model of
fiscal responsibility and the
situation financially with
the federal debt, let’s make
America like Indiana. We
are a bright, shiny beacon of
fiscal responsibility, trans-
parency, and discipline, not
only in the Midwest, but for
the country.”
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Dixon speaks to The Reporte

By AIDA KARIM
news@readthereporter.com

As Hamilton County
grows, Dixon is looking to
address what he says are the
toughest challenges facing
the sheriff’s department.

Republican Dustin Dix-
on shares the ballot with
Democrat Charles Hollow-
ell for Hamilton County
Sheriff this midterm.

Dixon has over 25 years
of experience in the sher-
iff’s office. He started his
journey as an entry-level
patrol deputy. Gradually,
Dixon began to work him-
self up the ranks, serving
in “nearly every job and
every type of assignment.”

Dixon is endorsed by
all four FOP lodges (police
unions) in Hamilton Coun-
ty, as well as with the fire-
fighters union.

“I understand the oper-
ations of the department,”
Dixon said. “I understand
the folks we work with
on a daily basis from four
cities, three towns, eight
other police departments,
and nine other fire depart-
ments. Those relationships
are really what makes you
successful in public safety.”

Changes in

Hamilton County

Dixon told The Re-
porter the jail population

Election Day Special Edition

is continuing to
increase. As a re-
sult, the medical,
transport,  and
educational ser-
vices the county
provides are un-

standing,” war-
rants in Hamil-
ton County, so
assembling a fu-
gitive unit would
ease the process
of tracking down

der strain. those individu-
“Despite als.

some of the vio- - “We’re  al-

lent crimes, I still Dixon ready looking at

say Noblesville, Carmel, additional software in the

and Fishers are all still
very safe places, but they
are not the Noblesville,
Fishers, or Carmel of 20
years ago or even 10 years
ago,” Dixon said. “We are
seeing some more violent
crimes and some more bad
actors coming into this
area.”

According to Dix-
on, a disproportionate
40 percent of Hamil-
ton County’s inmate
population has Marion
County addresses. He said
the sheriff’s office needs to
be proactive and make sure
they have the right mental-
ity as far as holding crim-
inals accountable if they
commit violent crimes in
Hamilton County.

Dixon told The Re-
porter he wants to start
both a traffic enforcement
unit and a fugitive unit in
2027.

Dixon said there are a
number of active, or “out-

jail that will make it easier
to get programs and edu-
cation tools to [inmates]
and help them commu-
nicate with their family,
friends, and attorneys,” he
said.
Traffic enforcement

According to Dixon, the
most frequent complaints
he receives on a weekly ba-
sis are traffic issues, such as
people speeding and disre-
garding traffic signs. Right
now, the complaints go to
the deputy working that
beat. The deputy works a
100 square-mile beat in be-
tween taking calls and try-
ing to do proactive patrols.

Dixon said 146th Street
from Allisonville Road all
the way to Boone County is
county jurisdiction. He said
the department witnesses a
significant amount of crash-
es in this area.

“It doesn’t typically get
resolved real well because
there’s just not a lot of time

and attention put into it,” he
said. “This unit would be
two deputies and it would
be their full-time job, 40
hours a week to deal with
traffic complaints, traffic is-
sues, and see what the data
shows.”

Building a better

department

When asked what he
sees as the biggest issues
facing the Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Office, Dixon said
that, if elected, the com-
munity can expect to see a
renewed focus on the reten-
tion and recruitment of em-
ployees.

Dixon said while Ham-
ilton County is not strug-
gling with recruiting and
retention as much as other
localities, he acknowledged
that it remains a problem for
all law enforcement agen-
cies. He also said recruiting
is important, but retention
should be a greater priority.

“If we can retain the
right employees, it makes
recruiting a whole lot easier
if we don’t have to recruit as
many —on a yearly basis —as
we are right now,” he said.

According to Dixon,
serving as sheriff is the next
natural step for him. He said
he would like to “lead the
agency and hopefully make
it a bit better than it is for the
next generation.”

Hollowell cites public & private
sector experience in bid for Sherift

By STU CLAMPITT
news@readthereporter.com

Charles Hollowell is
the Democratic candidate
for Hamilton County Sher-
iff. The Reporter spoke to
Hollowell about why he
is running for this office,
why he thinks he is the best
man for the job, and why
he previously endorsed a
Republican candidate in
the May 2026 primary.

Hollowell told The
Reporter he believes his
experience in both the
private and public sector
make him the best choice
for sheriff. He transferred
to Indiana from Michigan
when working for The
Honey Baked Ham Com-
pany, where he said he
was in charge of a territo-
ry with a budget of tens of
millions of dollars.

Hollowell told The
Reporter he also holds an
MBA from Kelly School
of Business with a concen-
tration in management and
entrepreneurship.

Before joining the
Westfield Police Depart-
ment (WPD), Hollowell
was a reserve officer in
Clermont, Ind. He said he
started working for WPD
on Jan. 20, 2003.

“At the city of West-
field, I worked up through
all the ranks of patrolman,
sergeant, lieutenant on
patrol,” Hollowell said.
“Then I became a patrol
captain where I was, you
know, over day-to-day op-
erations for the patrol divi-
sion itself. So everything
from traffic units, actually
I did our first traffic unit,
developed our traffic unit
in Westfield, because we
didn’t have one before I
became a captain. Then
I became a major of op-
erations over the patrol
division, as well as the
criminal investigations di-
vision.”

Hollowell is currently
listed on WPD’s website
as a Lieutenant.

Hollowell has faced
scrutiny for having en-
dorsed Sheriff candidate
Dustin Dixon’s opponent,
John Lowes, in the Repub-
lican primary. After Lowes
lost the primary, Hollowell

was appointed to
be on the ballot
by the Hamilton
County Demo-
cratic Party.
When asked
why he endorsed
a Republican
candidate, Hol-

At the end of the
day, law enforce-
ment should be
nonpartisan

When [ became
a captain, when [
was in major op-
erations, it was
Republicans that

lowell said it was
because of his re-
lationship with Lowes.

“When I started work-
ing in Westfield, John
Lowes was my very first
Field Training Officer,”
Hollowell said. “So he’s
one of the first persons that
I got to know. When you
come into a county and
you come into places that
are different, I was faced
with some biases and a
little bit of racism before I
became a law enforcement
[officer]. So then I started
working with John Lowes
and he basically treated me
with dignity and respect.”

Hollowell followed
Lowes up through the
ranks. After Lowes be-
came a lieutenant, Hol-
lowell became a sergeant.
After Lowes became a
captain, Hollowell became
a lieutenant under Lowes’
command. He also credits
Lowes with his own pro-
motion to captain.

“If I'm not running
myself, I’'m going to sup-
port the person who I
know, who I work with,
and I know personally
who I actually work with
on calls,” Hollowell said.
“I work night shifts with
them. I’ve been on trips
with them with training for
work. This is a person that
I actually know. I know
what type of person he is.”

When asked why, after
supporting a Republican,
he would run as a Demo-
crat, Hollowell said he had
already planned to run as
a Democrat, though at a
later date.

“l wasn’t planning
on running until I retired
from the city of West-
field,” Hollowell said. “I
was planning on running
in basically 2029 when
I retired from the city of
Westfield ... I'm a Demo-
crat; I’ve been a Democrat
my whole life. “My thing
is it’s people over party ...

ACCURATE BALANGED.
THE REPORTER

Hollowell

put me in those
spots. I refuse to
not support people who
has the qualities of doing
a great job ... I’ve been a
Democrat my whole life,
but that doesn’t mean that
I can’t support a candidate
that I believe is better pre-
pared for the job than the
other person.”

After speaking to
The Reporter, Hollowell
reached out asking that
we also tell our readers the
following:

“I support ending the
Sheriff’s Office’s volun-
tary 287(g) agreement
with U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) and redirecting the

Sheriff’s Office resources
associated with that pro-
gram toward local pub-
lic-safety priorities. My
position does not mean
disregarding federal or
state law. The Hamilton
County Sheriff’s Office
will continue to follow
all applicable laws, honor
lawful court orders, and
fulfill legally required co-
operation and notification
obligations.”

According to his cam-
paign website, “Hamilton
County is growing, and our
Sheriff’s Office must be
prepared to grow and adapt
with it. My plan is built
around three pillars: Stron-
ger Communities Through
Partnership; Professional
Public Safety & Effective
Law Enforcement; and
Accountability, Rehabilita-
tion & Organizational Ex-
cellence.” You can read the
extensive details of those
plans online at Charles
Hollowell.com/pillars.
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r Greg Ballard seeks

to “open the door” for
independent candidates

By AIDA KARIM
news@readthereporter.com

Editor s note: When The
Reporter reached out to all
candidates for Indiana Sec-

The partisanship ideolo-
gy gets in the way of good
government, and we want to
change that.”

In order to get his name
on the ballot, Ballard need-

retary of State,
Greg Ballard was
the only one who
responded in a
timely manner.
Greg Ballard
says the partisan
divide is putting
Indiana’s future at
risk. As the Lin-

ed to collect
36,943  petition
signatures of reg-
istered voters, or
2 percent of the
votes cast for Sec-
retary of State in
2022.
According
to Ballard, the

coln Party candi-
date for Secretary
for State, he’s looking to
challenge the status quo.

Ballard shares the ballot
with three other candidates
this election: Republican
Max Engling, Democrat
Beau Bayh, and Libertarian
Lauri A. Shillings.

According to Ballard,
after serving as mayor of
Indianapolis, he was asked
to run for different positions
from governor to the House
and Senate, but “none of
them felt right.”

About a year ago, Bal-
lard said a man named Na-
than Gotsch came to him.

Ballard said he was
“looking at the toxicity, the
hyperpartisanship, and the
divisions in the political at-
mosphere right now.”

According to Ballard,
Gotsch did a lot of poll-
ing and raised money for a
group called Independent
Indiana. The organization
came to the conclusion that
there are no competitive
elections in November.

“The main election is
now the primary because of
gerrymandering. The No-
vember election is of vir-
tually no consequence for
most of Indiana,” Ballard
said. “There’s one person
who could win that race. It’s
going to be the Republican
in the red areas, and it’s go-
ing to be the Democrat in
the blue areas.”

Ballard told The Report-
er he thinks voters need more
choices and more people
available to run for office.
Lincoln Party founding

Ballard told The Re-
porter the foundation of the
Lincoln Party is based on
the principles of the nation’s
founding fathers.

“We don’t want to create
a litmus test for anybody,”
Ballard said. “There are a
lot of people who have their
own opinions and don’t
quite fit the binary choices.

Ballard

system indepen-
dent candidates
are obligated to follow is
“purposeful and punitive,”
meant to limit elections with
a two-party monopoly.

Ballard’s campaign
spent over $700,000 to raise
signatures, hiring profes-
sional firms to support the
effort. During the process,
a paid employee of a firm
submitted 10 fraudulent sig-
natures in Hamilton County.

Ballard told The Report-
er his campaign found out
and the individual was dis-
missed immediately.

Ultimately, Ballard suc-
cessfully collected 40,361
signatures.

Editor’s note: Ballard
will now appear as the Lin-
coln Party candidate for
Secretary of State on this
year's general election bal-
lot. In order for potential
Lincoln Party candidates
to maintain automatic bal-
lot access for the next four
years, Ballard will need
to get at least 2 percent of
the vote on Nov. 3. Further-
more, once established, all
minor parties in Indiana
must attain 2 percent of
the vote in the Secretary of
State race in each general
election in order to main-
tain automatic ballot access
for the following four years.
This also means that party
(or those parties) must hold
nominating conventions to
select candidates.

If elected

According to Ballard, the
office of Secretary of State
should be independent of pol-
itics. He said the chief elec-
tion officer carries a unique
responsibility in the state.

“Once I'm in office, 1
will not endorse, I will not
donate to anybody. I will
not fundraise for anybody
who’s running for office
under my peer review,” Bal-
lard said.

See Ballard . . . Page 8
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Secretary of State candidates detail
plans for business services & elections

WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Indiana’s candidates for
secretary of state said the of-
fice needs to better align its
business services with the
needs of business owners
and consumers.

During a forum spon-
sored by the Rotary Club of
Indianapolis and moderated
by WISH-TV government
reporter Garrett Bergquist,
the four candidates detailed
plans for securities protec-
tion, auto dealer regulation,
and business filing systems.
Although the secretary of
state’s office is best known
for administering elections,
it also oversees business li-
censing and several related
regulatory functions.

Consumers can file
complaints and get resti-
tution through the office’s
securities division, which
includes investigators and
attorneys who assist law en-
forcement and prosecutors
on securities cases.

“Part of that role is to
educate our most vulnerable
populations about the signs
of being defrauded. And I
think we can do a little bit
better job of expressing that,”
Shillings said, adding that she
believes the office can also
do a better job of monitoring
restitution in those cases.

Ballard said he will push
for a closer working rela-
tionship between the securi-
ties division and its counter-
part in the attorney general’s
office, which focuses more
on criminal prosecutions.

Engling said he will focus
on better educating busi-
ness owners about securities
regulations and resources
available to them, while
Bayh said the office needs
to better advertise those
tools and make them work
for entrepreneurs.

The candidates also said
they want to improve vehi-
cle titling at the dealer level.
Engling said he is already
talking to state lawmakers
about ways to simplify titling.
Shillings said the office needs
to listen to all dealers’ needs
regardless of whether they
donated to the officeholder’s
campaign, while Ballard said
he wants to improve commu-
nications between the auto
services division and the
Bureau of Motor Vehicles.
Ballard said communication
must also improve whenever
the office fines dealers.

“One thing that I'm re-
ally interested in is e-title,”
Bayh said. “Some of the
paper titling in the dealer-
ships has increased costs.
It’s made some things
messy with title searches
and things like that. To the
extent that we can move in
an e-title direction, I think
that makes sense.”

Engling split from the
other candidates over how
election officials handled
the recount between state
Sen. Spencer Deery, R-West
Lafayette, and primary chal-
lenger Paula Copenhaver.
The Indiana Recount Com-
mission, consisting of one

Republican, one Democrat,
and the secretary of state,
rejected several ballots over
a lack of a county clerk’s
seal and awarded Copen-
haver the election before
the Indiana Supreme Court
reversed the decision.

Bayh, Ballard, and Shil-
lings all said ballots should
not be thrown out due to
clerical errors and voter in-
tent should be respected.
Bayh said he will work with
the legislature to codify
that into state law. Ballard
said he wants to replace the
current recount commis-
sion with five retired judges
serving on a nonpartisan ba-
sis. Shillings said she agrees
with the court’s decision but
does not believe changing
the commission is neces-
sary, noting that any change
to state law must go through
the General Assembly.

Engling said both the
recount commission and the
Indiana Supreme Court fol-
lowed the law as written and
he accepts both decisions.

Ballard

“If you have a preferred
outcome, you can work di-
rectly with the Statehouse to
change the law, but other-
wise, you have to follow the
law,” he said.

Engling was also the
only candidate who did not
disavow turning over voter
data to the federal govern-
ment, unlike outgoing Sec-
retary of State and fellow
Republican Diego Morales.
Engling did not explicitly
say whether he would turn
over bulk data, but stated
the office’s core responsibil-
ity is ensuring voter regis-
trations are valid. Shillings

Bayh

said elections should remain
sovereign to states. Bayh
said personal data should
not go to the federal govern-
ment without good cause.

“The fact that the federal
government wants to inter-
fere in our elections goes up
against the founding of our
country. That’s not how we
were built,” Ballard said. “The
states run their elections. It’s
always been that way, and to
bring the federal government
into our elections, wow.”

All four candidates said
each county should decide
whether to become a vote
center county. Hamilton

Engling

Shillings

County will become the
73rd of Indiana’s 92 coun-
ties to adopt the vote center
model next year. The can-
didates also said officials in
each county should decide
whether to use hand-marked
paper ballots or another vot-
ing system such as a ballot
marking device. State law
requires a paper audit trail
for all voting forms.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at
wishtv.com/news/election/
indiana-secretary-of-state-
candidates-detail-plans-
for-business-services-and-
elections.

BALLARD

In light of the Supreme
Court involvement over six
disallowed votes during the
May 2026 primary election
of State Senator Spencer
Deery, Ballard said the Re-
count Commission should
be abolished.

“The election recount
commission looks at cam-

paign finance laws and are
supposed to meet when
there’s a discrepancy,” Bal-
lard said. “However two
Republican appointees and
two Democratic appointees
don’t want to address the
issues because they don’t
want to hurt whatever can-
didates have to come before

them, so they don’t meet.”

According to Ballard,
the commission’s function
needs to be assigned to re-
tired administrative law
judges in order to deter the
office from partisan dis-
putes.

Ballard’s campaign de-
veloped a “Voter’s Guide”

from Page 7

this election. The guide
book contains information
about individual candidates,
where to vote, how to vote,
how long the voting centers
are open, and a sample bal-
lot on the last page.

You can access Ballard’s
Voter’s Guide online at
gregballard.com/guide.
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Strong GOP support leading into Election Day

The Hamilton County Republican Party Fall Dinner on Monday, Oct. 26, at the Embassy Suites Conference Center in Noblesville was a
more than packed house. Several hundred GOP members, supporters, and donors were on hand to hear what party leadership had to say
eight days before the 2026 General Election. When the results are tabulated on election night, The Reporter’s people will be hard at work
packing pages with vote totals, key races breakouts, and maybe even a bit of non-election news for our loyal readers. (Reporter photos)

(ABOVE, from left) U.S. Senator Jim Banks was the keynote speaker. Hamilton County Superior Court 8 candidate Danica Eyler introduces event sponsors.
WIBC Radio Host Jerry Lopez served as the Master of Ceremonies. Indiana Secretary of State candidate Max Engling introduced Sen. Banks. Hamilton
County Republican Party Chairman Mario Massillamany speaks to the crowd.

Photo provided

(ABOVE, from left) Gaylor Electric President Jim Crews and Indiana Secretary of State candidate Max Engling. Indiana State Comptroller Elise Nieshalla
addresses the crowd. U.S. Senator Jim Banks and Congresswoman Victoria Spartz with Fall Dinner attendees.
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Indiana treasurer race draws competing
visions for managing state funds

Republican incumbent Daniel Elliott and Democratic challenger
Coumba Kebe discuss state investments, local financing & their plans for the office

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Republican ~ Treasur-
er Daniel Elliott is touting
nearly $1.8 billion in state
investment earnings in
his bid for a second term,
while Democratic challeng-
er Coumba Kebe is calling
for greater transparency in
how Indiana manages pub-
lic money.

The Nov. 3 election pits
a former software engineer
and local government offi-
cial against a health care ex-
ecutive who says her work
with seniors and people
with disabilities showed her
the consequences of state-
wide financial decisions.

Both candidates want
to expand the office’s work
with local communities and
help more Hoosiers use its
savings programs. But they
differ on how to evaluate
investment decisions, com-
municate with taxpayers,
and use the position to influ-
ence broader state policy.

The treasurer serves as
Indiana’s chief investment
officer, managing more than
$16 billion. The job also in-
cludes leading the Indiana
Bond Bank and Statewide
911 Board, overseeing sav-
ings programs, and serving
as sole trustee of the State
Police Pension Trust.

Although the office does
not write the state budget or
set property tax rates, El-
liott and Kebe each empha-
sized opportunities for the
treasurer to influence those
decisions — and both candi-
dates promised to work with
lawmakers on proposals to
strengthen local finances
and address the financial
pressures facing Hoosier
families.

Elliott emphasizes

earnings, experience

Elliott, first elected to
statewide office in 2022,
is asking voters for anoth-
er four years to continue
his investment strategy,
strengthen cybersecurity for
911 systems, and help local
governments finance infra-
structure.

His office reported in
August that state general
fund investments had gen-
erated about $1.785 billion
during his first term, includ-
ing about $450.2 million in
fiscal year 2026. Elliott ar-

gues that earning
more from public
money  reduces
pressure to raise
taxes.

In an inter-
view with the
Capital Chroni-
cle, he credited

public investment
decisions should
focus on financial
returns rather than
political or social
agendas.

“When we’re
talking about my
role as state trea-
surer we’ve

the returns to a
combination  of
available funds, investment
flexibility granted by the
General Assembly, experi-
enced portfolio managers
and favorable market con-
ditions.

Before becoming trea-
surer, Elliott worked in soft-
ware engineering and con-
sulting and served on the
Morgan County Council.
He says that combination
of technical experience and
local government finance
has helped him navigate an
office with responsibilities
spread across numerous
boards and programs.

“I am probably the big-
gest nerd in the building,”
he said. “But if you’re
thinking about it, isn’t
somebody who’s kind of
nerdy who you want as
your state treasurer?”

Kebe, a Noblesville res-
ident who founded Scope
Consulting, entered the
treasurer’s race after losing
the Democratic primary for
House District 29. She said
she began advocating online
about Medicaid changes be-
fore deciding to run for of-
fice, frustrated that elected
officials were not listening
to concerns from people
working in health care.

She’s spent the past de-
cade in the Medicaid and
senior care fields, including
work managing budgets and
operations. That experience,
she argues, would bring a
different perspective to the
state’s financial decisions.

“Government is here
to provide to keep people
safe and to take care of
people, and we can’t con-
tinue to make decisions just
focused on the numbers,”
Kebe said. “We’ve got to
focus on people.”

A divide over
investment politics

Elliott has made oppo-
sition to environmental,
social, and governance in-
vesting — commonly called
ESG — a central part of his
tenure. He maintains that

Elliott

got to focus on
return, nothing less, nothing
more,” he said.

Indiana lawmakers ap-
proved restrictions on
pension investing in 2023,
giving the treasurer a role in
identifying investment man-
agers with prohibited ESG
commitments.

Elliott placed Black-
Rock on a watchlist in June
2024. That December, the
Indiana Public Retirement
System’s board voted to
replace the firm for man-
agement of a roughly $969
million inflation-linked
bond portfolio. BlackRock
disputed the allegations.
The decision was made by
the pension board, on which
Elliott serves.

Kebe, however, ques-
tioned whether that effort
served taxpayers’ financial
interests and said she wants
greater disclosure about the
costs and risks of changing
investment managers.

“What I would like to
see less of in this office is
leveraging taxpayer dollars
to make political and par-
tisan statements,” she said.
“This job is pretty straight-
forward. You invest tax-
payer dollars and you focus
on fiscal responsibility and
making sure you maximize
returns.”

Kebe said the office
must follow state law, but
she also believes a compa-
ny’s treatment of workers
and management practices
can matter to its long-term
financial performance.

Elliott, meanwhile,
maintains that financial re-
turns should drive the state’s
investment choices.

“There’s constantly this
give and take, push and
pull, and so we’re always
adjusting that depending on
the market, and that is every
single day,” he said.

Kebe’s  transparency
proposals include more
accessible reporting about
state holdings, investment
performance and fees. She

wants to explain
that informa-
tion to Hoosiers
through  social
media, quarterly
public reporting,
press conferences
and community
meetings.

we have a better
partnership  with
our police officers
and our firefight-
ers when we’re
making decisions
about the 911
communication
system,” she said.

“[Hoosiers]
want to under-
stand how things impact
them, but they don’t neces-
sarily always have the lead-
ers who are willing to meet
them on the platforms and
where they’re at to explain
those things,” she said.

Kebe also wants to use
the office to advocate for
changes to Medicaid and
childcare policy. Those de-
cisions, she noted, affect the
workforce and the state’s
economic future.

“The things that I want
to do will require partner-
ship,” Kebe said. “But I've
started building those rela-
tionships early, even across
the aisle.”

Local infrastructure,
911 needs

Both candidates point to
local infrastructure as a way
the treasurer can help com-
munities facing financial
pressure.

Elliott highlighted the
Indiana Bond Bank’s new
Recovery Advance Program
for Infrastructure Damage,
or RAPID, which launched
Sept. 10 after August storms
and floods. He said conver-
sations with local officials
helped identify the need for
financing while communities
wait for disaster assistance.

Under the program,
communities can initial-
ly borrow up to $1 million
at a fixed 2 percent annual
interest rate for cleanup,
emergency repairs and other
eligible costs. Loans gener-
ally run for up to two years
and carry a $15,000 partici-
pation fee.

Kebe said she wants the
Bond Bank to work more
proactively with municipal-
ities on infrastructure needs
and disaster preparation, in-
cluding identifying financ-
ing options before a crisis.
She also wants stronger
partnerships with police of-
ficers and firefighters as the
state makes decisions about
its 911 network.

“l intend on bridging
that gap and ensuring that

Kebe

For  Elliott,
protecting  that
network from cyberattacks
would be a leading priority
in a second term. He said
smaller and rural commu-
nities may lack the staff and
funding available to larger
counties, making state sup-
port especially important.

“911 is critical infra-
structure, not just infrastruc-
ture like water or roads, but
infrastructure that actually
saves lives,” Elliott said.

His reelection plat-
form highlights a statewide
cybersecurity — assessment,
dispatcher training and
emergency communication
services. The incumbent
said he wants to build on
that work with stronger de-
fenses for local 911 systems
and said he’s already dis-
cussed the issue with law-
makers ahead of the 2027
budget session.

“Most everyone has
good ideas,” he said. “The
question is, which ideas can
you afford to do? Which
ideas can you prioritize?”

Elliott also sees op-
portunities to help local
governments earn more
through TrustINdiana, the
state’s public investment
pool. Better returns and
state assistance with cy-
bersecurity costs, he said,
could ease pressure else-
where in local budgets.

Kebe further said the
property tax debate needs
a fuller accounting of what
changes would mean for
schools, police, fire de-
partments and other local
services. She opposes elim-
inating the tax without ex-
plaining how those services
would be funded and wants
to work with experts and
lawmakers on a sustainable
approach.

“There are a lot of pro-
fessionals in the space that
are eager to partner with
electeds to talk about what
property tax reform could
look like without us losing
our incredibly important
local programs,” she said.

“That’s what I would love to
do: partnering with experts
who can help us figure out
a better, sustainable way of
funding some of these pro-
grams — and not just talking
about eliminating property
taxes for the sake of elimi-
nating taxes.”
Reaching
more families

Both candidates share
an interest in getting more
people to use Indiana529
education savings accounts
and INvestABLE Indiana
accounts for people with
disabilities.

Kebe’s plan includes
broader outreach, includ-
ing partnerships with labor
unions, to explain that ed-
ucation savings can help
families prepare for eligi-
ble trade school expenses
as well as college. She said
the office should do more to
meet people in their com-
munities and explain the
tools already available to
them.

Elliott wants to reach
more veterans and oth-
er adults who may newly
qualify for INvestABLE.
A federal eligibility expan-
sion that took effect in Jan-
uary allows people whose
disability began before age
46, rather than before age
26, to qualify if they meet
the program’s other re-
quirements.

The accounts allow el-
igible people to save for
qualified disability-related
expenses while preserving
access to public benefits,
subject to program rules.

Elliott said his first-
term record and experience
working with local officials
and legislators make him
well suited to continue lead-
ing the office.

“I have built things
across the board,” he said.
“What I hope is that they
will trust me again for this
next time.”

Kebe said she would
press for answers about
state financial decisions and
serve as a fiscal watchdog
for taxpayers.

“There’s no allegiance
to a party here,” she said.
“The allegiance is to the
people and reporting back
out to them.”

This story was published
on Thursday, Oct. 22, at in-
dianacapitalchronicle.com.
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Election Administrator explains role to Fishers Rotarians

Hamilton County Election Administrator Beth Sheller spoke to the Fishers Rotary Club Friday, Oct. 2, on election integrity. She is running as a
Republican for County Clerk of Courts.

Photos provided

Moorhead faces Ruckelshaus in potential Indiana Senate swing district

By GARRETT BERGQUIST
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

A state senator’s bid for
Congress leaves a Senate
district in northwest India-
napolis open for new lead-
ership.

State Sen. J.D. Ford, a
Democrat, leaves his seat to
challenge U.S. Rep. Victoria
Spartz. His departure opens
a race for Senate District
29, a seat Ford previously
won from Republican con-
trol. The district includes
Carmel, Zionsville, and the
west side of Marion County
down to U.S. 36.

Voters will choose be-
tween two candidates with
state government expe-
rience: Republican John
Ruckelshaus, who served
in the Indiana Senate from

2016 to 2020, and Demo-
crat Kristina Moorhead, a
former deputy state Medic-
aid director.
Affordability &
child care

Both candidates are fo-
cusing on the cost of living
in Indiana. Ruckelshaus and
Moorhead want to repeal the
7 percent sales tax on utilities
and change how the state cal-
culates property taxes. Ruck-
elshaus suggests lawmakers
rethink how the state deter-
mines property values. Moor-
head wants to go further by
tying property taxes to infla-
tion rather than home values.

Gov. Mike Braun iden-
tified child care as a top
priority for the 2027 budget
session. Moorhead wants
to expand who can get
help paying for child care

through vouchers.

“By providing
access to vouch-
ers, we provide
an opportunity for
employment, we
provide employ-
ers the opportuni-
ty to hire workers,
and we also pro-
vide our children
a really great op-
portunity to start
early learning,”
she said.

Ruckelshaus
favors tax breaks
for parents and
wants to find
ways to help busi-
nesses run their
own child care
centers.

“I’'m a former employer,
a co-owner of several small

Moorhead

Ruckelshaus

requirements
She said while she under-

businesses, so I
get it, it’s part of
workforce,” he

said. “It’s part of
everyday life for
Hoosiers  today.
And it’s one of the
biggest challenges
and expenses for
young families.”
Medicaid
Moorhead ex-
pressed concern
over the loss of
programs that pay
family caregivers
through  Medic-
aid. She wants to
bring back fund-
ing that lawmak-
ers cut in 2025.
Moorhead also
called new work
“excessive.”

stands the goal of having
able-bodied adults work,
many can only hold a job if
the state first addresses their
long-term health issues. She
added that most people on
Medicaid who can work are
already doing so.

Ruckelshaus said the
state needs to work with pri-
vate businesses and chari-
ties. He does not believe the
government can solve Indi-
ana’s Medicaid issues alone,
but he said the legislature’s
recent cuts went too deep.

Data centers

Both candidates want
tougher rules for data cen-
ters. Ruckelshaus said local
communities should keep
the power to pass pauses on
new projects, similar to Mar-
ion County’s current ban. He
also said data centers should

use “closed loop” water sys-
tems that do not affect local
water utilities, and that oper-
ators should pay for all infra-
structure upgrades.

Moorhead also believes
local governments should
have the power to pause
projects. She wants to re-
quire public input for any
data center proposal and
supports “community ben-
efit” rules, such as mini-
mum wage requirements or
requiring companies to pay
for utility upgrades.

All  INdiana Politics
airs at 9:30 a.m. Sunday on
WISH-TV and 11:35 p.m.
on WRTV.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV
at  wishtv.com/news/elec-
tion/indiana-senate-dis-
trict-29-race.
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Miller journalists interview
school board candidates

Photos provided by Noblesville Schools
Noblesville High School student journalists Vaughn Anderson
(gray sweater), Stella Lee, and Jackson Rush interviewed school
board candidates Denise Dye, Misti Ray (pictured at right), and
Dr. Joe Forgey at a forum on Monday, Sept. 21. The students
developed the format of the event and the questions. You can
watch the candidate forum at this link.

Lincoln Party releases

Statement of Principles for
candidates & party officials

New party will be built around
principles rather than a policy platform

HOLIDAY LIGHT

Submitted

Lincoln Party Chair Na-
than Gotsch has announced
the party’s Statement of
Principles, which every
Lincoln Party candidate
and party official will be re-
quired to sign and uphold.

“The Lincoln Party will
be built around principles,
not a platform that tells
candidates where they have
to stand on every issue,”
Gotsch said. “That doesn’t
mean our candidates won’t
have clear positions on is-
sues. Quite the opposite. It
will be their job to tell voters
where they stand and what
policies they want to ad-
vance to solve the problems
facing their communities.”

The approach is not new.
Independent candidates are
already running successful-
ly for office across Indiana
without a party platform,
asking voters to judge

them instead on
their  character,
competence, and
positions on the
issues. According
to a 2025 report
from  Indepen-
dent Indiana, 244
independent can-

American democ-
racy, standards for
governing in the
public  interest,
and expectations
for serving with
integrity and hu-
mility.
Candidates

didates appeared
on ballots in par-
tisan races across the state
in 2023 and 2024, and 52
percent of them won.

The Lincoln Party will
formally be established fol-
lowing the November elec-
tion if former Indianapolis
Mayor Greg Ballard receives
at least 2 percent of the vote
for Secretary of State.

Its Statement of Prin-
ciples is organized around
three commitments: the
foundational  ideals of

Gotsch

and party officials
who violate the
Statement of Principles will
be subject to an accountabil-
ity process to be established
in the party’s governing
rules, with consequences
based on the nature and se-
verity of the violation.

“The Lincoln Party’s job
is simple: find good people,
hold them to a clear stan-
dard, and let them make their
case to voters,” Gotsch said.

Learn more at thelincol-
nparty.org.

Lincoln Party Statement of Principles

I commit to these principles and to being held accountable to them.

First, the ideals of American democracy embodied in the Declaration of Independence,
the Constitution, and its Bill of Rights:

* Equality. Treating every person with dignity and respect, and ensuring that government
protects the rights of all people equally.

* Liberty. Protecting the fundamental freedoms that allow people to live, speak, worship,
associate, and participate in public life.

* Will of the People. Respecting citizens through free and fair elections that guarantee their
right to vote, honoring those elections’ lawful results, and supporting the peaceful transfer
of power.

* Rule of Law. Upholding the principle that no one is above the law or beneath its protections,
and that every person is entitied to due process.

Second, standards for governing in the public interest:

* People First. Listening to constituents to understand their concerns and priorities, and
keeping them informed about decisions made on their behalf.

* Effective Government. Recognizing that government has a responsibility to provide es-
sential services, safeguard the public, and perform its duties competently and efficiently.

* Freedom to Rise. Supporting free enterprise and competitive markets as essential to liber-
ty, opportunity, and the pursuit of the American Dream.

* Fiscal Stewardship. Respecting taxpayers by spending their money responsibly and with
a clear public purpose.

* Problem Solving. Approaching problems by following the evidence and pursuing solutions
that deliver measurable results.

Third, a commitment to serving with integrity and humility:

* Honesty and Accountability. Telling the truth, conducting public business with transparen-
cy, and taking responsibility for decisions and their consequences.

* Ethical Conduct. Serving in a manner worthy of elected office, with no tolerance for sexual
harassment, financial impropriety, or other abuses of power or position.

* Service over Self. Putting the public good ahead of personal ambition, political loyalty, or
the interests of the powerful.

* Respectful Engagement. Treating those who disagree with respect, engaging with good-
faith arguments, and refraining from personal attacks.

In committing to these principles, | embrace what Lincoln called our “duty to posterity”: to
carry forward America’s promise of liberty, equality, and democracy for the generations
that follow.
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By MACKENZ| KLEMANN
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A little-known statewide
office responsible for dis-
bursing and reporting how
Indiana’s state tax dollars
are spent is on the ballot this
election season.

Three candidates are
vying to be Indiana’s next
comptroller: Incumbent
Elise Nieshalla, a Republi-
can, is seeking re-election
against Democratic nominee
Jessica Bailey and Libertari-
an John Schick.

The comptroller, former-
ly known as the state auditor,
is responsible for account-
ing, disbursing and reporting
how Indiana spends its $26
billion in annual state gener-
al fund revenues.

Former Gov. Eric Hol-
comb appointed Nieshalla to
the position in 2023.

The comptroller com-
piles an annual financial
report for lawmakers and
governors to plan future bud-
gets, pays the state’s 30,000
employees, disburses funds
to state agencies and local
governments and adminis-
ters Indiana’s deferred com-
pensation fund.

She also manages the
state’s transparency portal,
intended for Hoosiers to
know how their tax dollars
are spent, and is a member of
the State Board of Finance.

Nieshalla describes her
ascent to the position as a nat-
ural progression from pres-
ident of the Boone County
Council and Indiana County
Councils Association.

She spent the previous
two decades in economic
development and real estate
acquisition for the Indiana
Department of Commerce,
now known as the Indiana
Economic Development
Corporation.

The role taught her the
basics of state government —
“it’s all about jobs,” she said.

“For a long time, I’ve
known that it’s my respon-
sibility to do my part to
keep the republic,” Nie-
shalla said, adding: “And
here I find myself now as
a leading financial officer
for the state of Indiana, and
doing my utmost to keep
Indiana fiscally strong, dis-
ciplined, responsible and
transparent.”

Democrat Bailey is finish-
ing her second term as clerk
of courts for Porter County,

where she manages marriage
licenses, traffic and criminal
records and oversees county
elections. She also spent six
years with the Porter Town-
ship school board.

The apolitical nature
of the comptroller’s office
is attractive to Bailey, who
said she was inspired to seek
the nomination to make In-
diana’s transparency portal
more accessible to the aver-
age Hoosier.

As clerk of courts, Bai-
ley said she started a mobile
voting center out of a sin-
gle-wide trailer for Porter
County residents whose
community polling centers
had closed, so early voting
wouldn’t be so inconve-
nient.

“I think if we just put
some of that out-of-the-box
thinking into the comptrol-
ler’s office, it’1l make it much
easier and more accurate for
Hoosiers to get information
functions like the transparen-
cy portal,” she said.

Schick, a Northwest In-
diana management consul-
tant now in his fourth cam-
paign for comptroller, joined
the Libertarian Party in 2002.
He rose through the ranks as
secretary for the state central
committee and now district
leader for Congressional
District 1.

Schick sees his political
outsider status as an asset
for the office, which he said
would benefit under the di-
rection of a comptroller who
is not a member of either ma-

jor political party.
“An independent state
comptroller would make

it clear that it’s run inde-
pendently (of the governor
and legislature),” he said,
“and isn’t there just to have
the same set of priorities as
the legislature that’s making
the decisions.”
Inside the
transparency portal

Nieshalla is proud of In-
diana’s transparency portal,
an online database of state
assets, contracts, employ-
ees, finances, local govern-
ments and vendors. “It’s a
phenomenal tool,” she said.

In  May, Nieshalla
launched a new dashboard
dedicated to federal expen-
ditures in Indiana.

Federal funding surged
from an average of between
$12 billion and $14 billion
a year to $26 billion at the
peak of the coronavirus pan-
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Nieshalla

demic and has remained el-
evated since then, she said.

“When you have that
much money coming into a
state so quickly ... those dol-
lars are vulnerable to fraud,
waste and abuse because of
the administration and as-
similating those funds in so
quickly,” Nieshalla said. “So
we needed to have the bright-
est sunlight on those dollars
to be able to look back and
look forward and say, ‘Are
those dollars being spent as
they were intended?’”

The federal number is
now dropping each year.

National debt
advocacy

Nieshalla and state Trea-
surer Daniel Elliott formed a
coalition of 37 state financial
officers who lobby lawmak-
ers to take action on the $40
trillion national debt, leaning
on Indiana’s balanced bud-
get amendment as a model
for the federal government.

Failure to act could re-
sult in national bankruptcy
— eroding the U.S. dollar’s
status as the world’s reserve
currency, she said.

Nieshalla worked with
Hoosier lawmakers as chair
of the National Debt Crisis
Task Force for the State Fi-
nancial Officers Foundation
on a resolution asking the
federal government to act.
Other states are doing the
same.

“They’re working to get
it passed in as many states as
possible to build this move-
ment from the states, because
what we’re asking the feder-
al government to do is some
of the most difficult work,”
Nieshalla said, as it will re-
quire reforms of America’s
most popular social pro-
grams: Medicaid, Medicare
and Social Security.

“We’ve got to get back
to basics and understand
that resources are finite and
that there are consequences
for a debt load of $40 tril-
lion ... and $1 trillion in an-
nual cost of interest.”

Bailey and Schick each
said the national debt is con-

North GOP Club welcomes
several state & local candidates

The Northern Hamilton County GOP Club held its monthly meeting on
Monday evening, Aug. 24, at the Noblesville FOP Lodge, 7201 E. 196th
St. The meeting brought quite a crowd, as well as numerous candidates
who gave updates on the water flow into the Martin Marietta quarry in
Carmel. Reportedly, water is still flowing into the quarry at a rate of 14
million gallons per minute. It would take approximately two years to
pump out the quarry, which now holds about 9 billion gallons of water,
more than Geist Reservoir. (From left) Indiana House Speaker Todd
Huston, County Councilman Ken Alexander, County Commissioner
Mark Heirbrandt, Secretary of State candidate Max Engling, Superior
Court 4 judge candidate Angela Brown Swenson, State Senate District
21 candidate Tracey Powell, County Councilman Mark Hall, Superior
Court 8 candidate Danica Eyler, and Sheriff candidate Dustin Dixon.
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Bailey

Schick

cerning, but they would pre-
fer to focus their attention
on state issues where they
could have more impact.

Opponents push to

improve portal

Bailey and Schick each
said they’d like to make the
portal more user-friendly to
the average Hoosier.

“Republicans talk a lot
about the state transparen-
cy portal, but it’s not very
transparent,” Schick said.
“When you get into it, you
realize it’s not really giving
you very much information
about how much money is
being spent.”

A search of state expen-
ditures in his home Porter
County shows “60% of all
spending goes into a single
account called settlements,”
he said, “and it doesn’t de-
scribe at all how all that
money is being spent.”

If elected, Schick said
he’d “completely” rework

the site and issue regular
press releases about how
state monies are spent on
issues of the day like Flock
cameras. “It’s spending of
public money and should
not be hidden behind a wall
of opacity,” he said.

Bailey said there are prac-
tical solutions to site glitches
— case sensitive searches re-
quiring the exact spelling of
an employee or contractor’s
name, which she said could
be corrected to function more
akin to Google by generating
suggested names and search
terms.

She’d like to add other
information too about the
prevailing wage and min-
imum standards for state
contractors.

“It’s a very good tool,
and I think it’s a good start-
ing point,” she said.

Bailey wants more
focus on State Board
of Finance

The three-member State
Board of Finance supervis-
es state funds — authorizing
loans, appropriations and
transfers made between
accounts that don’t require
legislative approval.

Bailey said she’d like
to see the board engage in
more public discussion, so
Hoosiers aren’t left out. The
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meetings often last only a
few minutes.

“As a county official, if
I need more money in my
budget, or if I need to trans-
fer money within my (ac-
counts), I go to the county
council,” she said. “They
are the fiscal stewards of
the county money. ... They
want to know why it wasn’t
high enough. They want
to know where the money
went, what the expenses
were, what cost went up
and what I plan to do with
the additional money.”

The State Board of Fi-
nance should do the same,
she said. “But there’s no dis-
cussion at a public meeting,
so how are taxpayers across
the state supposed to know
what’s happening with their
money?”

Nieshalla said board
members review informa-
tion in advance to “make
sure it’s on the up and up.”
Many requests are routine,
she said. Others are sub-
ject to additional scrutiny:
“We do our due diligence
to make sure we understand
the request, why, what it’s
going toward and then we
vote yea or nay.”

This story was published
on Tuesday, Oct. 13, at in-
dianacapitalchronicle.com.
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secretary of State debhate, round 2

Sharp divides in Indiana
secretary of state debate over
noncitizen vote, spending audit

By TOM DAVIES
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Republican Max En-
gling leaned into blocking
noncitizen voting as a top
priority as he and the other
three Indiana secretary of
state candidates debated
Wednesday, Oct. 7.

Engling  maintained
that he was the only can-
didate firm on that issue
— arguments that Dem-
ocrat Beau Bayh -called
“ridiculous” and Lincoln
Party candidate Greg Bal-
lard labeled “ludicrous.”
Libertarian Lauri Shillings
described Engling’s push
for tighter voter rules as
unnecessary.

Bayh kept up his per-
sistent push for an indepen-
dent audit of what he calls
corrupt spending by current
Republican  Secretary of
State Diego Morales, whom
Engling defeated for the
GOP nomination.

Ballard used the tele-
vised matchup, sponsored
by the nonprofit Indiana
Debate Commission, to as-
sert that an overhaul of the
state’s Election Commis-
sion and Recount Commis-
sion was needed to remove
political bias.

Here are key topics that
emerged in the hour-long
debate:

Quarrel over
noncitizen voting
The sharpest exchanges

of the night came over En-
gling’s arguments that other
candidates weren’t as dedi-
cated to blocking nonciti-
zens from voting.

“They all said it was un-
duly burdensome to verify
if you're a U.S. citizen to
be voting in our elections.
That is a very big problem
and they all said it,” Engling
said. “The question was: Do
we need to ensure that it’s
only U.S. citizens voting in
our elections? The answer
is an absolute ‘yes,” and
I’'m the only candidate that
has said that and put that
straightforward.”

Ballard, who was a two-
term Republican mayor of
Indianapolis, quickly retort-
ed Engling’s statement.

“That’s a ludicrous as-
sertion. We all think that,”
Ballard said. “That’s ludi-
crous.”

Other candidates point-
ed out that voting by non-
citizens is already illegal.

Bayh said during the
debate that he supported In-
diana’s current voter ID law
and told reporters afterward
that “our elections are safe
and secure in our state.”

“Max is making this up
because he wants to stoke
fear and divide people and
dissuade you from partic-

Photo by Doug McSchooler for Indiana Debate Commission
The Indiana Debate Commission hosted a debate on Wednesday, Oct.
7, 2026, featuring, left to right, Libertarian Lauri Shillings, Republican
Max Engling, Lincoln Party candidate Greg Ballard and Democrat Beau
Bayh. It was moderated by University of Indianapolis political science

professor Laura Merrifield Wilson.

ipating,” Bayh said. “Peo-
ple should have faith in our
elections. We have 92 coun-
ty clerks from both major
political parties who do a
fantastic job on a bipartisan
basis, making sure these
things run smoothly.”

Engling, who most re-
cently was a top staffer to
Republican U.S. Sen. Jim
Banks, said he would ad-
vocate for Indiana to adopt
driver licenses with differ-
ent backgrounds for noncit-
izens as a further safeguard
against them casting elec-
tion ballots.

Shillings said after the
debate that Engling was
“looking for a problem that
doesn’t exist.”

“What he’s trying to
do is bring the Republi-
can SAVE Act and shove it
down into our realm, and
I think it’s unnecessary
entirely,” she said. “We
already have checks and
balances in place to prove
citizenship when you regis-
ter to vote and our clerks do
a great job of catching that.”

Bayh aims to keep

Morales an issue

Bayh never mentioned
Morales’ name  during
the debate, but repeatedly
brought up the spending
controversies from his
time in office.

“The current secretary
of state has spent $92,000
of your taxpayer money
on a luxury SUV for him-
self,” Bayh said. “He’s
hired members of his fam-
ily, six-figure positions.
He’s taking trips all over
the world and won’t tell us
who’s paying or the purpose
of the travel. He’s given out
millions of dollars in no-bid
state contracts to his largest
campaign donors. That’s
unacceptable.”

Bayh said he would im-
mediately start a forensic
audit of Morales’ spending

About the office

The secretary of state is an administrative official who broadly
oversees statewide policies for elections, which are run by coun-
ty officials. The secretary, by law, is chair of the Indiana Recount
Commission.

Other office responsibilities include the registration of business-
es and nonprofit organizations, regulation of the securities indus-
try, commissioning of notaries public and the licensing of motor
vehicle dealerships.

Republicans have won every election for the office since 1994.

Engling clashes with
secretary of state rivals
over noncitizen voting

By GARRETT BERGQUIST
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Republican  secretary
of state candidate Max En-
gling faced sharp criticism
from his opponents during
a debate Wednesday, Oct. 7,
over his focus on preventing
noncitizens from voting.

While federal law al-
ready prohibits noncitizens
from voting in elections,
Republicans ~ nationwide
have prioritized the issue
this election cycle. During
the event hosted by the In-
diana Debate Commission,
Engling claimed he was the
only candidate committed
to ensuring only citizens
cast ballots in Indiana.

Engling’s remarks drew
immediate  condemnation
from his rivals, particularly
former Indianapolis Mayor
Greg Ballard, an indepen-
dent running on the Lin-
coln Party ticket. Ballard
called Engling’s comments
“ridiculous” and stated he
supports verifying voter cit-
izenship but argued the cur-
rent system is secure.

Ballard said, “The
[county] clerks would take
great offense that the Re-
publican Party’s implying
this is having an effect.
The only election that was

in danger of being over-
turned is the one they cre-
ated with the Deery-Co-
penhaver case.”

Democrat Beau Bayh
questioned the lack of
prosecutions following a
voter fraud investigation
by Republican Secretary
of State Diego Morales
and Attorney General Todd
Rokita. That probe iden-
tified 21 instances of non-
citizens voting in Indiana
over several years.

Libertarian Lauri Shil-
lings argued Engling is at-
tempting to force Indiana
to follow the proposed fed-
eral Safeguard American
Voter Eligibility (SAVE)
Act, which she warned
could disenfranchise vot-
ers who changed their
names due to marriage, di-
vorce, or adoption.

Engling defended his
position.

“I have said very often,
and now my opponents
have come along too, that
even one instance of illegal
voting is too many. You're
not hiring me to be a leg-
islator; you’re hiring me to
be the chief election officer
for the state of Indiana. You
have to have confidence that

See Clash . . . Page 15

and pledge to not give any
contracts to campaign con-
tributors.

Engling countered that
he would support a review
of the secretary of state’s
office by the state inspector
general.

“I am the only can-
didate that has actually
done something about the
issues that we’ve seen in
the office,” Engling said.
“I ran at the (Republican)
convention and replaced
the current secretary of
state. I am the Republican
candidate in this race, and
I’'m pressing forth to win,
to bring new processes, to
bring new procedures into
this office.”

After the debate, Bayh
said an inspector gener-
al review was insufficient
and that Engling “wants to
kick this can down the road,
pretend like this corruption
never happened.”

“The inspector general
was appointed two years
ago by the Republican gov-
ernor, who’s Max Engling’s
biggest supporter,” Bayh
said. “For two years, the in-
spector general has looked
at the purchase of luxury
SUVs in this office, has
looked at no-bid contracts to

See Sharp . . . Page 15
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large donors and has looked
at unexplained world travel
and hiring relatives, and not
taken action.”
Voting change
priorities

Bayh highlighted
his support for ending
straight-ticket voting and
allowing citizen-led ballot
initiatives — both issues
that Democrats have unsuc-
cessfully pushed for sev-
eral years in the Republi-
can-dominated Legislature.

“We’re one of only six
states in the country which
has a straight-ticket voting
system,” Bayh said. “What
this means is that the first
page on your ballot won’t
have a list of names or of-
fices on it. It’ll have politi-
cal parties — red team, blue
team. That reinforces some
of the worst instincts of trib-
al politics.”

Engling said after the
debate that he believed vot-
ers should have the option
of casting a straight-ticket
ballot.

He derided citizen bal-
lot initiatives as “a way for
folks that cannot work an is-
sue through the Statehouse
to try and evade the State-
house.”

“Very often what we’ve
seen is that ballot initiatives
are sponsored by folks with
millions and millions of dol-
lars to try and do something
that the state didn’t want to
do through their elected leg-
islators,” Engling said.

Ballard pressed his de-
sire to revamp the state’s
Recount Commission and
Election Commission, both
of which are now controlled

CLASH—
from Page 15

I am going to root out cor-
ruption, fraud, wherever it
happens,” Engling said.

All four candidates
agreed on the need to in-
vestigate Morales, who
faces accusations of hiring
family members, awarding
no-bid contracts, and us-
ing taxpayer funds to pur-
chase a luxury SUV. Bal-
lard said he has spoken to
law enforcement regarding
a possible criminal probe
but did not provide details.
Shillings called for a full re-
view of the office’s budget,
while Engling suggested
the state’s inspector general
investigate the office.

Bayh repeated his call
for an independent audit.

He said, “Certainly, if
we uncover evidence of
potential criminal wrong-
doing, I will work with law
enforcement and prosecu-
tors to hold people account-
able. But there’s something
important here, and I want
to bring up an important
point. Max Engling brought
up the inspector general,
OK? The inspector gener-
al was appointed two years
ago by the governor, who is
Max Engling’s biggest sup-
porter.”

While the debate fo-
cused largely on electoral
and business functions,
the candidates also dis-
cussed the potential for
artificial intelligence to be
used for securities fraud
or election law violations.
All four candidates said
the office should address
those risks.

Shillings said, “I think
we need to have somebody
on staff full-time that can
monitor this or work with
a trusted partner who can
ensure that Al is being used
effectively to flag these in-
stances, to prevent it and to
work and test our election
machines and our busi-
ness systems over and over
again.”

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at
wishtv.com/news/election/
engling-noncitizen-vot-
ing-debate.
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by appointed Republicans into complaints about possi- Republicans and two Dem- don’t want to meet,” he This story was pub-
and Democrats. ble improper campaign do- ocrats on that Election said. “Those duties should [lished on Wednesday, Oct.

Ballard faulted the setup nations. Commission, they’re not be handed off to administra- 7, 2026, at indianacapital-
for the lack of investigation “Because there’s two meeting either because they tive law judges.” chronicle.com.
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