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Come meet 
the candidates

The Reporter is doing our part to 
help voters make informed decisions 
when casting their ballots whether ear-
ly, absentee, or on Election Day.

The Reporter will publish Candi-
date Bios for all candidates who choose 
to engage with our readers. Those will 
publish every Monday through Fri-
day through Election Day (and at this 
link), and those pages will be updated 
as more candidates choose to submit 
their information.

Election Day polling places are 
listed on Page 8 at this link. Please 
note that Vote Centers will not take ef-
fect in Hamilton County until the May 
2027 primary election.

This is a free public service we are 
providing both to candidates and our 
readers.

Cut millions from department wish lists. 
Held the line for taxpayers. 

Conservative stewardship — not bigger government.

FOUR BALANCED BUDGETS
While Serving on Hamilton County Council 2023-2026
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The price of 
belonging

For many years of 
my life, I paid a price 
to belong. I thought I 
needed to sacrifice my 
identity to belong in 
the world. To matter.

My internal dialog 
was a constant stream 
of worry about what 
was “wrong with me.” 
Over time that loop 
played simultaneously 
while I tried on the outside to pretend I was 
“normal” like I perceived my peers to be. I 
became a master multitasker at an early age.

I did an excellent job at it. As my friend 
said in my column last week, “you hid it so 
well.” Meaning my pain. My physical dis-
ability cannot be disguised.

It was my duty to hide it. I needed to 
protect my family from shame and ease 
their burden. Early on, I started to shoul-
der the burden, thinking that would make 
things better for them if I could act as “nor-
mal” as possible.

I was very aware of how my life was 
causing hardships to my family. They never 
told me that, I just knew. The surgeries, the 
therapies, the doctors all took valuable time 
and financial resources from our family. 

It felt awful knowing that and not being 
able to fix it. The only thing that was hap-
pening were a lot of doctors taking a stab at 
trying to figure me out. To help me get bet-
ter. Cutting, casting, bracing, rehabilitating, 
but none of it “fixed” me.

When the mocking started in school, I 
knew that my efforts to appear “normal” 
were not fooling everyone. The kids that 
bullied me knew. Everyone knew I was dis-
abled, but that was not a word ever used to 
describe me. 

Crippled, handicapped, and physical-
ly challenged were words that stung every 
time. I still cringe when others use those 
words to describe me. Doctors used the 
most clinical and ugly words to paint my 
portrait. I often felt like a freak leaving my 
testing and appointments. 

My body was just a job to them, and it 
felt like I was more of an object rather than 
a human.

The words they used in their dictations 
were cold, void of any empathy. As I got 
older, I read their words from copies of the 
dictations we would get in the mail. I still 
have some of them, and it still hurts to read 
them.

I felt anything but human reading their 
medical terms. It made me loathe myself 
even more than I already did. It affected the 
little self-confidence I had and still does to 
this day. 

They were doing their job, but the fall-
out fell solely on me. I did not know how to 
talk to anyone about it. I was too young to 
form it into words. That was a living hell.

AMY SHINNEMAN
Disability in the City

COLUMNIST

See Belonging . . . Page 2

Sheridan students in top 10%
in ILEARN biology assessment
Submitted by Sheridan 
Community Schools

Every spring, current stu-
dents taking biology take the 
state-mandated ILEARN test.

At Sheridan High School 
(SHS), students enrolled in biol-
ogy prepare all year for this as-
sessment. The teachers behind 
the biology courses are Kurt 
Olsan and Ryan Kelleher.

“We prepare all year long 
for this assessment by ensuring 
students have access to rigorous 
curriculum and hands-on expe-
riences that bring the content to 
life,” Kelleher said.

Students partake in labs, 
experiments, activities, and 
projects to be able to under-
stand the core concepts of bi-
ology. During one of the most 
exciting experiments, students 
create their own self-contained 

ecosystem within a two-liter 
bottle. This bottle, filled with 
earth matter, fish, plants, and 
worms, creates an environment 
where students can see Earth’s 
carbon, nitrogen, and water cy-
cles in action and observe biol-
ogy come to life. 

Through these projects, stu-
dents are better able to compre-
hend and understand the core of 
biology, which they were then 
able to demonstrate on the state 
assessment. SHS students truly 
demonstrated their understand-
ing and performance, ranking 
27th out of 290 Indiana public 
school corporations – a place-
ment within the top 10 percent.

The test measures students’ 
understanding of key biology 
concepts and skills, and 65.5 
percent of students at SHS 
scored at proficiency or above, 

significantly above the state 
average of 46.8 percent. This 
test highlights the district’s im-
provement and the continued 

work that Sheridan students and 
the science department are do-
ing to strengthen learning and 
achievement. 

Photo by Allison Waitt
Kurt Olsan works with students in the lab.

Carmel International Arts Festival celebrates
student artists with scholarships & gallery exhibition
The REPORTER

This year’s Carmel Interna-
tional Arts Festival (CIAF) was 
a tremendous success, welcom-
ing more than 30,000 visitors 
who enjoyed an outstanding 
selection of artwork, including 
pieces by returning artists and 
musicians as well as exciting 
new talent.

CIAF also celebrated the 
creativity and accomplishments 
of local high school students 
through its annual High School 
Student Art Exhibit. Students 
from Carmel High School 
(CHS) and University High 
School (UHS) submitted 133 
works of art, showcasing their 
talents across a wide range of 
artistic mediums.

In keeping with its mis-
sion to educate the community 
through the arts and support 
emerging artists, CIAF award-
ed scholarships to recognize the 
students’ creativity, innovation, 
and artistic achievement.

The student artwork was 
displayed at the Indiana Artisan 
Gallery on Range Line Road in 
the Carmel Arts & Design Dis-
trict. Providing students with 
a professional gallery setting 
gives them an opportunity to 
share their work with the com-
munity and experience the ex-

citement of exhibiting their art 
in a professional venue.

This year’s High School Art 
Exhibit Scholarship recipients 
include:
Rosemary Waters Excel-
lence in the Arts Scholar-

ship ($2,500)
• Liz Maitz, UHS – Spring 

in Finland, watercolor

Best of Show
Scholarships
($1,500 each)

• Kenzie Beaster, CHS – 
Acrylic

• Annabel Pollert, CHS – 
Watercolor

• Lillian House, CHS – 
Charcoal

• Dravyn Hermeena, CHS – 

Photography
Innovation in the Arts 

Scholarships
($1,500 each)

• Maija Gilhooly, UHS – 
Fashion

• Quinn Crawley, UHS – Fi-
ber

Art provided
University High School student Liz Maitz won the $2,500 Rosemary Waters Excellence 
in the Arts Scholarship for her watercolor Spring in Finland.

Arcadia’s own Carly Hutcherson 
crowned Homecoming Queen at Trine
Submitted

Trine University recognized 
its 2026 Homecoming court as 
well as its king and queen during 
the annual Thunderstruck Pep 
Rally in the MTI Center on Fri-
day, Oct. 2.

Carly Hutcherson, a senior 
from Arcadia, was crowned 
Homecoming queen. An ex-
ercise science major in Trine's 
direct-entry 3+3 Doctor of 
Occupational Therapy (OTD) 
program, she is the daughter of 
Jeanne and Joe Hutcherson.

Active in campus lead-
ership and student life, she 
serves as vice president of 
the Pre-Occupational Therapy 
Club and social chair of Gam-
ma Phi Epsilon sorority, and 
is a third-year dancer on the 
High Voltage Dance Team. Af-
ter this year, she will complete 
her doctoral studies at Trine 
University's Brooks College 
of Health Professions in Fort 
Wayne, with plans to special-
ize in pediatric occupational 
therapy.

Photo by Laura Pentecost / Trine University
(RIGHT) Trine University’s Homecoming Queen, Carly 
Hutcherson of Arcadia, and Homecoming King, Keith 
Knafel of Albion, Ind., are escorted onto Shive Field by 
university mascot Storm.

See Arts . . . Page 2
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Early Voting Totals
Below are the number of early voters as of
Monday, Oct. 12, listed by polling location.

Click here for more information on early voting.

Judicial Center .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2,518
4-H Fairgrounds .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3,793
TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               6,311

Opportunity for allLower costsStrong schools

Paid for and authorized by the Committee to Elect Devon Wellington

votedevon.com

Early Voting starts: Oct 6  th

Election Day: Nov 3   rd

Letter to the Editor

Former Jackson Township 
firefighter endorses

Robyn Cook for Trustee

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter 

will publish one letter per person per week.

To the Residents of Jackson Township:
It is with great honor and conviction that I write 

this letter to fully endorse Robyn Cook for reelection as 
Jackson Township Trustee.

My name is Mike Kirchberg. I have been a career 
firefighter and paramedic for nearly 20 years, and it was 
my absolute privilege to serve the people of Jackson 
Township from 2013 to 2024. Throughout my time 
in public safety, I have learned exactly what it takes 
to serve a community effectively and with integrity. 
Robyn Cook exemplifies both qualities perfectly. 

Robyn is not a career politician; she is a career ser-
vant. She makes choices based on what is genuinely best 
for the community. She is a faithful Christian who leans 
on her morals and her deep faith in God to guide her 
everyday decisions. In a world where genuine, honest, 
and selfless people can be hard to find, Robyn stands out 
as a beacon of honesty, compassion, and true dedication. 

Having worked for the community for over a de-
cade, I know firsthand how important it is to have 
leadership we can trust. Robyn’s heart for service, ex-
perience, intelligence, and her commitment to doing 
the right thing for the right reasons make her the clear 
choice to continue leading as Trustee. 

Mike Kirchberg 
Firefighter/Paramedic/Investigator 
Jackson Township Fire Department (2013-2024)

My differences were an 
automatic separation from 
everyone else. My self-re-
jection was as harsh as any 
other rejection I may have 

received. When my friends 
would tell me they did not 
even see my disability, it 
baffled me. 

Although that is what I 
was going for, the fact that 
they said that to me meant 
my efforts were working. 
How was I fooling them, 
but not the bullies? When 
they told me that, something 
about it did not feel right to 
me. 

I told myself that my 
friends were protecting me 
by telling me that.

The ultimate goal when 
presented to me like a tro-
phy, felt like a loss. Any-
time we cover up our true 
selves, and pretend we are 
someone we are not, it feels 
wrong. Our souls know who 
we truly are. 

You can only bind up 
your truth for so long before 
it forces itself to the surface. 

I think back about that 
girl, and she feels like a 

completely different per-
son from who I am today. 
Sometimes I miss her; she 
had a lot of fight.

If you have ever fought 
against your identity, you 
know how exhausting that 
is.

As a woman of faith, 
I struggle that I spent so 
much time running from 
who I was created to be. 
There is another part of 
me that thinks all that time 
spent hiding from myself 
was all part of the plan. 
The molding, the shaping. 

I hope that someday 
my words will find some-
one who feels like they 
must live outside of them-
selves because they want 
to fit in. 

Now I know I was not 
the only one carrying a 
heavy weight during that 
time. My young mind only 
saw my pain. I have learned 
that all along, there were 

people silently suffering 
right along with me.

It feels wonderful to 
have stepped into my iden-
tity, and to be so passionate 
about writing about it. It 
feels right, in this disabled 
body, just as I am. The 
struggles remain, but the 
burden is lighter, living out 
my truth.

“Find something that 
you are so passionate about 
that it saves your life.” – 
Wynonna Judd

Until next time …
Amy Shinneman is a for-

mer National Ambassador 
for the Muscular Dystro-
phy Association, disability 
blogger, freelance writer, 
wife, and mom of two boys. 
She is the recipient of The 
Reporter’s Winter 2025 Ink-
Stained Wretch award. You 
can find her blog at hum-
blycourageous.org and 
reach her on Instagram  
@ashinneman. 

• Reid Dryden, UHS – 
Mixed media

• River Goldstein, CHS 
– Sculpture

Carmel Arts Council 
Award ($500)

• Kenzie Beaster, CHS – 
Getting Braces, acrylic
Tri Kappa Sorority: two 

awards ($250 each)
• Annabel Pollert, CHS 

– Watercolor
• Mona Liu, CHS – 

Chalk Pastel
Indiana Artisan: two 

“People’s Choice” 
awards ($250 each)

• Kaia Baron, CHS - 
Watercolor 

• Mona Liu, CHS - 
Chalk pastel

Honorable Mention 
($100 each)

• Zephyr Simon Stuart, 
UHS – Oil

• Kanah Lagus, CHS – 
Digital art

• Madison Bowers, CHS 
– Colored pencil

• Sydney Foertsch, CHS 
– Sculpture

• Quinn Crawley, UHS 
– Fiber

• Annebel Inman, CHS – 
Mixed media

• Maddie Masiuk, CHS 
– Mixed media

• Reid Dryden, UHS – 
Graphite

• Juliet de Bruyn, CHS – 
Colored pencil

• Sami Ghazaoui, UHS – 
3D printing

Through scholarships, 
public exhibitions, and 
community engagement, 
CIAF continues to nurture 
emerging artists and in-
spire the next generation of 
creative talent. The High 
School Student Art Exhibit 
celebrates not only artistic 
achievement but also the 
value of making the arts 
accessible to the entire 
community.

You can learn more 
about the festival, includ-
ing how to participate 
and visit in 2027, online 
at CarmelArtsFestival.
org.

Arts
from Page 1

Belonging
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Student Impact of Westfield receives 
$107,693 to sustain youth programs 

& build organizational capacity
The REPORTER

Indiana Youth Institute 
(IYI) has awarded Student 
Impact of Westfield a grant 
totaling $107,693. The 
funding will help Student 
Impact strengthen programs 
serving young people in 
Westfield and surround-
ing communities and build 
the organizational capacity 
needed to deepen its impact 
over the next several years.

IYI made the grants in 
connection with Strengthen-
ing Youth Programs in Indi-
ana (SYPI), an initiative Lil-
ly Endowment Inc. launched 
in 2023. The initiative seeks 
to help youth-serving orga-
nizations working through-
out the state improve their 
abilities to promote the ac-
ademic, physical, and social 
well-being of young people, 
ages five through 18.

With this support, Stu-
dent Impact will invest in 
its first staff position dedi-
cated exclusively to com-
munity development and 
fundraising. The Commu-
nity Development Manager 
will cultivate individual and 
corporate donors, strength-
en community partnerships, 
expand grant funding oppor-
tunities, and grow recurring 
donations to help ensure the 
long-term sustainability of 
Student Impact’s programs. 
The work is expected to help 

Student Impact 
continue meet-
ing the grow-
ing needs of 
We s t f i e l d 
youth and 
f a m i l i e s 
while building 
the organiza-
tional capacity to 
sustain and expand its 
impact in the years ahead.

“We are grateful for this 
investment in Student Im-
pact and in the youth people 
we serve,” Student Impact 
Executive Director Britta-
ny Delph said. “This grant 
will help us strengthen the 
foundation of our organi-
zation so we can continue 
providing a safe, consistent 
place where students feel 
they belong, build meaning-
ful connections, and grow in 
confidence. By investing in 
our capacity today, we are 
working to ensure that the 
support and opportunities 
our students depend on will 
be here for years to come.”

Student Impact will also 
work to strengthen its fund-
raising systems, double its 
monthly donor base, and 
cultivate 25 new corporate 
sponsors and donors over the 
grant period. These efforts 
will help diversify revenue, 
support existing programs, 
and position the organization 
for sustainable growth.

Student Impact 
is one of 168 

youth-serving 
organizations 
a w a r d e d 
SYPI grants 
totaling more 
than $40 mil-

lion. A full list 
of grant recipi-

ents is available here.
About Student Impact

of Westfield
Founded in 1999, Stu-

dent Impact serves students 
in grades 6 through 12 
through after-school pro-
gramming, summer camp, 
basketball leagues, stu-
dent leadership, and other 
opportunities that foster 
friendship, connection, and 
personal growth. Student 
Impact’s mission is to em-
power students through 
meaningful connections in 
a safe and consistent space 
where they grow in confi-
dence and are equipped to 
lead. Nearly all program-
ming is free for families. 
Learn more at TheRock-
Westfield.org.

About Indiana
Youth Institute

Indiana Youth Institute’s 
mission is to improve the 
lives of all Indiana children 
by strengthening and con-
necting the people, organi-
zations, and communities 
that are focused on kids and 

youth. IYI is Indiana’s pre-
mier source for high-quali-
ty data on child well-being 
and data-informed action 
to address challenges Hoo-
sier children face. It leads 
the FIVE by 50 vision as 
a connector and convener 
to ensure that every child 
will have a network of five 
caring, supportive adults in 
their life by the year 2050. 
Visit iyi.org to learn more.

About Lilly
Endowment Inc.

Lilly Endowment Inc. is 
an Indianapolis-based, pri-
vate foundation created in 
1937 by J.K. Lilly Sr. and 
sons Eli and J.K. Jr. through 
gifts of stock in their phar-
maceutical business, Eli 
Lilly and Company. While 
those gifts remain the fi-
nancial bedrock of the En-
dowment, the Endowment 
is a separate entity from the 
company, with a distinct 
governing board, staff, and 
location. In keeping with 
the founders’ wishes, the 
Endowment supports the 
causes of community devel-
opment, education, and reli-
gion. Although the Endow-
ment maintains a special 
commitment to its founders’ 
hometown, Indianapolis, 
and home state, Indiana, it 
funds programs throughout 
the United States, especially 
in the field of religion.

ReadTheReporter.com

https://noblesvillesports.com/
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Sheridan 
Retirement

502 W. 7th St. 
Sheridan, IN 46069

Water, Sewer and Weekly 
Trash Removal

 included in rent.  
1 and 2 bedroom units 

available.
Limited Rental 

Assistance Available 
for those who 

qualify

317-758-5061
TTY 711

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider”

62 Years Old
or Older. 
Disabled 

Any Legal Age

Get to know Indiana’s
comptroller candidates
By MACKENZI KLEMANN
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A little-known statewide 
office responsible for dis-
bursing and reporting how 
Indiana’s state tax dollars 
are spent is on the ballot this 
election season.

Three candidates are 
vying to be Indiana’s next 
comptroller: Incumbent 
Elise Nieshalla, a Republi-
can, is seeking re-election 
against Democratic nominee 
Jessica Bailey and Libertari-
an John Schick. 

The comptroller, former-
ly known as the state auditor, 
is responsible for account-
ing, disbursing and reporting 
how Indiana spends its $26 
billion in annual state gener-
al fund revenues.

Former Gov. Eric Hol-
comb appointed Nieshalla to 
the position in 2023.

The comptroller com-
piles an annual financial 
report for lawmakers and 
governors to plan future bud-
gets, pays the state’s 30,000 
employees, disburses funds 
to state agencies and local 
governments and adminis-
ters Indiana’s deferred com-
pensation fund.

She also manages the 
state’s transparency portal, 
intended for Hoosiers to 
know how their tax dollars 
are spent, and is a member of 
the State Board of Finance.

Nieshalla describes her 
ascent to the position as a nat-
ural progression from pres-
ident of the Boone County 
Council and Indiana County 
Councils Association.

She spent the previous 
two decades in economic 
development and real estate 
acquisition for the Indiana 
Department of Commerce, 
now known as the Indiana 
Economic Development 
Corporation. 

The role taught her the 
basics of state government – 
“it’s all about jobs,” she said.

“For a long time, I’ve 
known that it’s my responsi-
bility to do my part to keep 
the republic,” Nieshalla said, 
adding: “And here I find 
myself now as a leading fi-
nancial officer for the state 
of Indiana, and doing my ut-
most to keep Indiana fiscally 
strong, disciplined, responsi-
ble and transparent.”

Democrat Bailey is finish-
ing her second term as clerk 
of courts for Porter County, 
where she manages marriage 
licenses, traffic and criminal 
records and oversees county 
elections. She also spent six 
years with the Porter Town-
ship school board.

The apolitical nature 
of the comptroller’s office 
is attractive to Bailey, who 
said she was inspired to seek 
the nomination to make In-
diana’s transparency portal 
more accessible to the aver-
age Hoosier.

As clerk of courts, Bai-
ley said she started a mo-
bile voting center out of a 
single-wide trailer for Por-
ter County residents whose 
community polling centers 
had closed, so early voting 
wouldn’t be so inconvenient.

“I think if we just put 
some of that out-of-the-box 
thinking into the comptrol-
ler’s office, it’ll make it much 
easier and more accurate for 
Hoosiers to get information 
functions like the transparen-
cy portal,” she said.

Schick, a Northwest Indi-
ana management consultant 
now in his fourth campaign 
for comptroller, joined the 
Libertarian Party in 2002. 
He rose through the ranks as 
secretary for the state central 
committee and now district 
leader for Congressional Dis-
trict 1.

Schick sees his political 
outsider status as an asset 
for the office, which he said 
would benefit under the di-
rection of a comptroller who 
is not a member of either ma-
jor political party.

“An independent state 
comptroller would make 
it clear that it’s run inde-
pendently (of the governor 
and legislature),” he said, 
“and isn’t there just to have 
the same set of priorities as 
the legislature that’s making 
the decisions.”

Inside the
transparency portal

Nieshalla is proud of In-
diana’s transparency portal, 
an online database of state 
assets, contracts, employ-
ees, finances, local govern-
ments and vendors. “It’s a 
phenomenal tool,” she said.

In May, Nieshalla 
launched a new dashboard 
dedicated to federal expen-
ditures in Indiana.

Federal funding surged 
from an average of between 
$12 billion and $14 billion 
a year to $26 billion at the 
peak of the coronavirus pan-
demic and has remained el-
evated since then, she said.

“When you have that 
much money coming into a 
state so quickly … those dol-
lars are vulnerable to fraud, 
waste and abuse because of 
the administration and as-
similating those funds in so 
quickly,” Nieshalla said. “So 
we needed to have the bright-
est sunlight on those dollars 
to be able to look back and 
look forward and say, ‘Are 
those dollars being spent as 
they were intended?’”

The federal number is 
now dropping each year.

National debt
advocacy

Nieshalla and state Trea-
surer Daniel Elliott formed a 
coalition of 37 state financial 
officers who lobby lawmak-
ers to take action on the $40 
trillion national debt, leaning 
on Indiana’s balanced bud-
get amendment as a model 
for the federal government.

Failure to act could re-
sult in national bankruptcy 
– eroding the U.S. dollar’s 
status as the world’s reserve 
currency, she said.

Nieshalla worked with 
Hoosier lawmakers as chair 
of the National Debt Crisis 
Task Force for the State Fi-
nancial Officers Foundation 
on a resolution asking the 
federal government to act. 
Other states are doing the 
same.

“They’re working to get 
it passed in as many states as 
possible to build this move-
ment from the states, because 
what we’re asking the feder-
al government to do is some 
of the most difficult work,” 
Nieshalla said, as it will re-
quire reforms of America’s 
most popular social pro-
grams: Medicaid, Medicare 
and Social Security.

“We’ve got to get back 
to basics and understand 
that resources are finite and 
that there are consequences 
for a debt load of $40 tril-
lion … and $1 trillion in an-
nual cost of interest.”

Bailey and Schick each 
said the national debt is con-
cerning, but they would pre-
fer to focus their attention 
on state issues where they 
could have more impact.

Opponents push to 
improve portal

Bailey and Schick each 
said they’d like to make the 
portal more user-friendly to 
the average Hoosier.

“Republicans talk a lot 
about the state transparen-
cy portal, but it’s not very 
transparent,” Schick said. 
“When you get into it, you 
realize it’s not really giving 
you very much information 
about how much money is 
being spent.”

A search of state expen-
ditures in his home Porter 
County shows “60% of all 
spending goes into a single 
account called settlements,” 
he said, “and it doesn’t de-
scribe at all how all that 
money is being spent.”

If elected, Schick said 
he’d “completely” rework 
the site and issue regular 

press releases about how 
state monies are spent on 
issues of the day like Flock 
cameras. “It’s spending of 
public money and should 
not be hidden behind a wall 
of opacity,” he said.

Bailey said there are prac-
tical solutions to site glitches 
– case sensitive searches re-
quiring the exact spelling of 
an employee or contractor’s 
name, which she said could 
be corrected to function more 
akin to Google by generating 
suggested names and search 
terms.

She’d like to add other 
information too about the 
prevailing wage and min-
imum standards for state 
contractors.

“It’s a very good tool, 
and I think it’s a good start-
ing point,” she said.

Bailey wants more 
focus on State Board 

of Finance
The three-member State 

Board of Finance supervis-
es state funds – authorizing 
loans, appropriations and 
transfers made between 
accounts that don’t require 
legislative approval.

Bailey said she’d like 
to see the board engage in 
more public discussion, so 
Hoosiers aren’t left out. The 
meetings often last only a 
few minutes.

“As a county official, if 
I need more money in my 
budget, or if I need to trans-
fer money within my (ac-
counts), I go to the county 
council,” she said. “They 
are the fiscal stewards of 
the county money. … They 
want to know why it wasn’t 
high enough. They want 
to know where the money 
went, what the expenses 
were, what cost went up and 
what I plan to do with the 
additional money.”

The State Board of Fi-
nance should do the same, 
she said. “But there’s no dis-
cussion at a public meeting, 
so how are taxpayers across 
the state supposed to know 
what’s happening with their 
money?”

Nieshalla said board 
members review informa-
tion in advance to “make 
sure it’s on the up and up.” 
Many requests are routine, 
she said. Others are sub-
ject to additional scrutiny: 

“We do our due diligence 
to make sure we understand 
the request, why, what it’s 
going toward and then we 
vote yea or nay.”

This story was published 
on Tuesday, Oct. 13, at in-
dianacapitalchronicle.com.

Nieshalla Bailey Schick

Local news. Local views. Local events.

https://bgcni.org/
https://prevailinc.org/events/domestic-violence-awareness-month/
https://www.lyons-realty.com/
https://tinyurl.com/mtpj9fr9
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/10/13/get-to-know-indianas-comptroller-candidates/
https://www.in.gov/itp/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/10/13/get-to-know-indianas-comptroller-candidates/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/10/13/get-to-know-indianas-comptroller-candidates/
https://readthereporter.com/
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http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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Have a safe Halloween at
Christ Lutheran Church

Christ Lutheran Church will hold a fun, safe, fam-
ily-friendly Trunk-or-Treat in the church parking lot 
from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 31.

The church is located at 10055 E. 186th St., 
Noblesville.

Headless Horseman Festival
at Conner Prairie

Thursdays to Sundays through Oct. 25
Wander through carnival-themed fun with activities 

for all ages, plus mesmerizing live performances of mu-
sic and magic. As the sun goes down, be immersed in 
storytelling across the grounds. Dare to take a hayride 
into Sleepy Hollow and learn about Ichabod Crane’s 
fate while encountering the Headless Horseman.

The Arts in Autumn
Oct. 17

A free, family-friendly festival filled with creativity, 
laughter, and unforgettable memories. Enjoy hands-on 
craft stations, face painting, balloon artists, an outdoor 
movie, and charming fall photo opportunities.

Harvest Festival at Stuckey Farm 
Orchard and Cider Mill

Every Saturday and Sunday through Nov. 1
A full-blown Harvest Festival with corn mazes, 

hayrides, pig races, apple cannons, and Adventure 
Acres are all part of the fun, along with fresh cider, car-
amel apples, and apple cider donuts.

Boo Bash at the Nickel Plate
District Amphitheater
Oct. 31 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Fishers’ biggest Halloween celebration, a free event 
featuring live, interactive stage entertainment, themed 
costumes and costume parades across the AMP stage, 
decorated booths from local businesses and organizations 
handing out Halloween goodies, food trucks and more.

Noblesville Creates celebrates
Day of the Dead

Nov. 1
A rich cultural experience honoring traditional 

Mexican heritage. Visitors can explore community-cu-
rated ofrendas (altars), shop an artisan market featuring 
authentic Mexican artists, enjoy live music and dance, 
and sample traditional foods.

Carmel Clay Parks’ Sensory
Friendly Trick-or-Treat Trail

1 to 3 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24
A not-so-spooky Halloween celebration is return-

ing with Carmel Clay Park & Recreation’s (CCPR) 
Sensory Friendly Trick-or-Treat Trail. 

ndividuals with disabilities and their families are 
invited to enjoy an afternoon of fun at River Heritage 
Park, 11813 River Road. 

Trunk-or-Treat at Bierman Autism 
Centers of Westfield

10 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Oct. 17
Kids can move through decorated trunks, play sim-

ple games, and get their face painted, all in a setting 
built around their needs.

The event is free and sensory-friendly, designed 
specifically for children with autism and other devel-
opmental needs, while welcoming siblings, caregivers, 
and the broader community.

Bierman Autism Center is located at 16414 South-
park Drive, Westfield.

Upcoming Fall Festivals 
& Halloween Events

Westfield Lions’ “Fore the First
Responders” golf outing raises $17,800
Funds will support the city’s police and fire departments

By JEFF LARRISON
Westfield Lions Club

On Sept. 15, the West-
field Lions held their third 
annual charity golf outing, 
“Fore the First Respond-
ers,” raising $17,800 to 
help purchase much-needed 
equipment for the Westfield 
Police and Fire departments, 
including a Kevlar vest for 
WPD’s newest K-9 officer. 

Funds will also be do-
nated to the Westfield Fire’s 
non-profit foundation, 
which addresses firefight-
er hardship and supports 
bereavement, training, and 
their memorial.

This year’s event was 
held at Wood Wind Golf 
Course, 2302 W. 161st 
St., and attracted 108 golf-
ers. Mayor Scott Willis 
welcomed the golfers and 
stayed to participate in the 
outing.

The success of this 
year’s event was due in 
large part to the numerous 
sponsors who stepped up 
to support the Lions. Sil-
ver Sponsors included Tom 
Roush Mazda, Marc Lopez 
Law, One Touch Automa-
tion, Moyer Fine Jewel-
ers, Etica, Garmong, and 
PVA Wealth Advisors. Tom 
Roush Mazda also provid-

ed a new Mazda CX-7 as 
a hole-in-one prize, but no 
golfer was able to make the 
shot.

The Hamilton Coun-
ty Firefighters Local 4416 
PAC stepped up to support 
their members by sponsor-
ing the beverage cart and 
several players in the out-
ing.

Along with the Silver 
Sponsors, 24 hole sponsors 
helped make this year’s 
event the most successful 
in its three-year history. The 
Westfield Lions greatly ap-
preciate the support of all 
the sponsors, golfers, volun-

teers, and others who helped 
make the event possible.

The Lions’ Golf Com-
mittee chair, Dave Sobczak, 
said, “Our first responders 
do so much for the Westfield 
community, and we wanted 
this year's fundraiser to pro-
vide them with equipment 
they can use every day.”

The Westfield Lions 
continue to demonstrate 
a strong commitment to 
serving the community, in-
cluding supporting local 
schools, the Westfield Fire 
Department, and the West-
field Police Department.

To learn more about the 
Westfield Lions Club or 
how to become a member, 
visit WestfieldLions.org.

Photos provided by Westfield Lions Club
(ABOVE LEFT) Westfield Mayor Scott Willis welcomes everyone to the outing. (ABOVE RIGHT, from left) Kris Murphy, Renee 
Jensen, Linda Hallett, and Debbie Schuller. (BELOW) Thank you to all the sponsors who made this year’s “Fore the First 
Responders” golf outing a huge success.

https://milleryes.org/
https://tinyurl.com/332ffh39
https://tinyurl.com/332ffh39
https://tinyurl.com/3cusd6ad
https://stuckeyfarm.com/farm-events
https://stuckeyfarm.com/farm-events
https://fishersparks.com/fall-activities-events/boo-bash/
https://fishersparks.com/fall-activities-events/boo-bash/
https://noblesvillecreates.org/dayofthedead/
https://noblesvillecreates.org/dayofthedead/
https://tinyurl.com/yhn9m5mt
https://tinyurl.com/yhn9m5mt
http://biermanautism.com/events
http://biermanautism.com/events
http://www.westfieldlions.org/
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Sen. Todd Young can help make honest work enough
Picture a 

mother clocking 
in before the sun 
rises. Her day 
job – stocking 
grocery shelves, 
cleaning offices, 
or even working 
for local govern-
ment – is neces-
sary, but her pay-
check is thin.

After rent, childcare, 
gas, and utilities, she sits at 
the kitchen table trying to 
decide which bill can wait. 
More often than not, the 
choice comes down to drop-
ping her employer-spon-
sored health insurance or 
legally required car insur-
ance – both essential to her 
family’s well-being. Unfor-
tunately, tax relief arrives 
once a year, but children 
still need breakfast every 
morning.

Now picture 
that she wants to 
build a better life 
for her family, so 
she makes the dif-
ficult decision to 
reduce her hours 
or leave work 
altogether to go 
back to school, 
surviving only on 

intermittent jobs, paid in-
ternships, and student loans.

That mother, now an at-
torney and business owner, 
was me.

Our tax code should not 
deepen the strain families 
face daily. Under current 
law, the refundable portion 
of the Child Tax Credit 
does not begin phasing in 
until a family earns more 
than $2,500, meaning some 
parents earning the lowest 
wages receive little or none 
of the refundable credit. 

Sen. Todd Young has of-
fered a sensible correction.

In January, he and Sen. 
Maggie Hassan introduced 
the bipartisan Stronger Start 
for Working Families Act. 
The bill would begin phas-
ing in refundable Child Tax 
Credit benefits with the first 
dollar a parent earns, help-
ing those who take a leap 
of faith to invest in them-
selves, as well as those who 
simply are not in a position 
to earn more.

The Tax Policy Cen-
ter estimates the propos-
al would cut taxes for 3.5 
million families, increase 
recipients’ after-tax income 
by about $320, and direct 
85 percent of the benefits 
to families in the bottom 20 
percent.

To those in Washington, 
$320 may not seem like 
much. But to a single parent 

raising children, $320 can 
replace worn-out tires, cov-
er school supplies, or sim-
ply keep the heat on. 

In April, more than 
508,000 Hoosiers received 
assistance through the Sup-
plemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program (SNAP) 
– nearly 80,000 fewer than 
one year earlier. That de-
cline is happening as Indi-
ana families face both feder-
al SNAP cuts and new state 
restrictions, including tight-
er eligibility rules, lower 
asset limits, expanded work 
requirements, and more 
demanding verification re-
quirements. Washington 
policy wonks don’t usually 
account for the ingenuity 
and gumption of a young 
parent who, with the sup-
port of a strong social safety 
net, can overcome difficult 
circumstances and go on to 

pay more in taxes than they 
received in assistance.

As Hoosiers, our faith 
is reflected in the grace we 
say before a meal, but it is 
also the reason we act when 
a neighbor has none. And 
as Americans, our values 
are rooted in hard work and 
opportunity; the latter an 
idea woven throughout our 
nation’s founding. A stron-
ger Child Tax Credit would 
recognize the long hours 
parents already put in, while 
SNAP helps ensure one 
missed shift or unexpected 
bill does not leave a child 
without a meal.

Any parent, regardless 
of whether they have done 
everything right, should be 
able to feed their children. 
That is what SNAP and the 
Child Tax Credit are de-
signed to do for our state’s 
most vulnerable families. 

My ask is twofold but 
rooted in the same principle: 
I call on Sen. Young to fin-
ish what he started with the 
Stronger Start for Working 
Families Act and I ask the 
entire Indiana delegation to 
support its passage.

Working Hoosier par-
ents are doing everything 
we ask of them as tax-pay-
ing citizens. The failure 
is not theirs alone; honest 
work still does not always 
pay enough to cover every-
thing.

Sen. Young has already 
shown that he understands 
the challenge. I urge his 
colleagues in Congress to 
champion and protect these 
programs so that they can 
do what they were intended 
to do: support our most vul-
nerable neighbors and give 
working families an oppor-
tunity to build a better life.

CHAKA COLEMAN

Guest COLUMNIST

Submitted by
City of Carmel

The City of Carmel and 
Carmel Utilities have an-
nounced upcoming infra-
structure improvements in 
the Merchants Square area 
aimed at modernizing local 
water and sanitary sewer 
networks.

The project will re-
place aging infrastructure, 
strengthen utility reliability, 
and accommodate future 
growth in one of Carm-
el’s key commercial hubs. 
Construction is scheduled 
to begin at the end of Octo-
ber and continue in rolling 
phases through the summer 
of 2027.

The project spans seg-
ments of Keystone Way, 
AAA Way, Merchants 
Square Drive, Medical 
Drive, and Range Line 
Road. Work will be car-
ried out in 13 total phases 
to maintain traffic flow and 
limit disruption to the com-

munity.
Work will launch with 

Phases 1, 2, and 3 focusing 
on Keystone Way:

• Phase  1: Keystone 
Way, west of Keystone 
Parkway

• Phases 2 and 3: Con-
tinuing west along Keystone 
Way toward the AAA Way 
and 116th Street roundabout

To protect public safety 
and minimize traffic disrup-
tion, construction will move 
in localized, segmented 
steps rather than widespread 
closures. Clear detour signs 
will be posted in advance of 
each phase.

All businesses in the 
Merchants Square area will 
remain open and accessible 
throughout construction. 
Clear directional signage 
will guide customers, em-
ployees, deliveries, and 
emergency services safely 
to local destinations.

Drivers are encouraged 
to allow extra travel time 

through the corridor and fol-
low marked detour routes.

For project updates, 

phasing maps and detour 
routes, visit the Carmel 
Utilities Projects page or 

call Carmel Utilities Cus-
tomer Service at (317) 571-
2442.

You can see a very 
high-quality version of the 
map shown here at this link.

Graphic provided by City of Carmel

Carmel announces water & sewer 
upgrades coming to Merchants Square

https://www.stonycreekcoc.com/
https://taxpolicycenter.org/taxvox/stronger-start-working-families-act-would-help-low-income-workers
https://taxpolicycenter.org/taxvox/stronger-start-working-families-act-would-help-low-income-workers
https://www.wfyi.org/statewide/2026-07-13/indiana-snap-enrollment-decline-2026-restrictions
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/14def190e43a494587c37f5d0c95dec6/page/Carmel-Utilities-Projects
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/14def190e43a494587c37f5d0c95dec6/page/Carmel-Utilities-Projects
https://carmelgis.carmel.in.gov/arcserver/rest/services/Hosted/CIP_Utilities_Combined/FeatureServer/0/205/attachments/66
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The Andrew Lloyd Webber sensation

Now on 
stage!

beefandboards.com | 317.872.9664
TICKETS AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY VIA

https://beefandboards.com
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The REPORTER
Tickets for the following events and 

more at Carmel’s Allied Solutions Center 
for the Performing Arts are available now at 
TheCenterPresents.org.

Center Presents
Season Performances
Sponsored by  Allied Solutions

The Four Phantoms in Concert
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 5

The Palladium
BHI Senior Living
Songbook Series

Experience an unforgettable evening of 
soaring vocals, timeless Broadway classics, 
and the unparalleled talent of four stars who 
have each played the iconic role of The 
Phantom of the Opera. The Four Phantoms 
in Concert brings together these acclaimed 
leading men for a powerhouse performance 
celebrating not only The Phantom of the 
Opera, but the greatest hits of Broadway 
and beyond. From Les Misérables, West 
Side Story and Chicago to modern musi-
cal favorites, this show is a night of music, 
memories, and standing ovations. 

Boney James Live
8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6

The Palladium
Drewry Simmons Vornehm Jazz Series

Saxophonist and composer Boney 
James returns to the Payne & Mencias Pal-
ladium for an evening of R&B-inflected 
jazz. James was a sideman for such artists 
as Morris Day and the Isley Brothers be-
fore launching a solo career that has sent a 
dozen albums to the top of Billboard’s Con-
temporary Jazz Albums chart. Among other 
honors in the course of his career, he has 
received a Soul Train Award, four Gram-
my Award nominations and two NAACP 
Image Award nominations. His new, 20th 
studio album, A Simple Man, features con-
tributions from Grammy-winning vocalist 
Ledisi, trumpeter Marquis Hill and guitarist 
Larry Carlton.

A Conversation with Amy Sedaris
8 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 7

The Palladium
JPMorganChase Spotlight Series
A prolific actress, author and comedian, 

Amy Sedaris is the co-creator, with Stephen 
Colbert and Paul Dinello, of the cult com-

edy series Strangers with Candy and the 
New York Times bestselling author of three 
books, I Like You: Hospitality Under the In-
fluence, Simple Times: Crafts for Poor Peo-
ple and Wigfeld: The Can-Do Town. Her 
comedy series At Home with Amy Sedaris 
aired for three seasons on truTV and earned 
two Primetime Emmy nominations for Out-
standing Variety Sketch Series. Other TV 
work has included roles in The Mandalo-
rian and BoJack Horseman and frequent 
appearances on Late Show with David Let-
terman.

Simply Three
7 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 8

The Tarkington
Special Event

Simply Three is a high-voltage instru-
mental trio redefining classical crossover 
with rock energy and cinematic flair. Fea-
turing Nick Villalobos on bass, Zack Clark 
on cello and Julian “Julz” Nguyen on violin, 
the Phoenix-based group transforms violin, 
cello and bass into an electrifying concert 
experience blending chamber music preci-
sion with arena-level excitement. Known 
for inventive takes on hits by Adele, Cold-
play, Avicii and OneRepublic, plus originals 
like “Rain,” Simply Three has earned over 
330 million YouTube views, 100 million 
Spotify streams and 440 million Pandora 
streams, and recently appeared as special 
guests on Il Divo’s U.S. tour.

Mavis Staples
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 12

The Palladium
Katz, Sapper & Miller Pop/Rock Series

A revered voice in American music, 
Mavis Staples is a Kennedy Center honor-
ee, multiple Grammy winner and a member 
of the rock, blues and gospel halls of fame. 
Her career began at age 8 with family band 
the Staple Singers, the legendary gospel 
and soul group that soundtracked the civil 
rights movement before scoring major hits 
with songs such as “I’ll Take You There,” 
“Respect Yourself” and “If You’re Ready.” 
An inspiration to generations of artists, Sta-
ples has collaborated with names like Bob 
Dylan, Prince, Aretha Franklin and Willie 
Nelson. Her 2025 album Sad and Beautiful 
World features contributions from Buddy 
Guy, Bonnie Raitt, Jeff Tweedy and Derek 
Trucks.
An Evening with Bernadette Peters

8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 13
The Palladium

BHI Senior Living Songbook Series
For decades, Bernadette Peters has daz-

zled audiences and critics with her perfor-
mances on stage, film, and television, in 
concert and on recordings, earning honors 
including three Tony Awards, a Golden 
Globe, four Emmy and four Grammy nom-
inations. Her acclaimed Broadway perfor-
mances have included Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber’s Song and Dance, Neil Simon’s The 
Goodbye Girl and Stephen Sondheim’s 
Sunday in the Park with George and Into the 
Woods. She has appeared in over 30 films, 
recorded six solo albums and written three 
children’s books. Recent television credits 
include the Apple TV+ series High Desert 
and NBC’s Zoey’s Extraordinary Playlist, 
for which she earned an Emmy nomination.

Hoosiers 40th Anniversary
Screening with Q&A
3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 15

The Palladium
JPMorganChase Spotlight Series
Inspired by Indiana’s favorite pastime, 

the basketball drama Hoosiers received 
two Academy Award nominations, earned 
a spot in the Library of Congress’ National 
Film Registry, and is widely considered one 
of the best sports films of all time. Enjoy 
a 40th anniversary screening of the 1986 
classic – hosted by 93.5 & 107.5 The Fan 
radio host JMV – followed by a live, in-per-
son Q&A with screenwriter Angelo Pizzo, 
director David Anspaugh and actors Brad 
Long, who butted heads with the coach as 
team captain Buddy Walker, and Maris Va-
lainis, whose character Jimmy Chitwood 
made the last-second shot to win the state 
high school championship.

Punch Brothers:
Unsung North American Expedition

8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 20
The Palladium

Katz, Sapper & Miller Pop/Rock Series
Formed in 2006, Punch Brothers are 

a virtuosic quintet featuring mandolinist 
Chris Thile, guitarist Chris Eldridge, bassist 
Paul Kowert, banjoist Noam Pikelny and 
violinist Brittany Haas. Known for pushing 
the boundaries of acoustic music, the band 
has garnered critical acclaim including a 
Grammy Award for Best Folk Album for 
All Ashore (2018). Rolling Stone praised 
their work as “wild virtuosity used for more 
than just virtuosity.” Most recently, Punch 
Brothers have been focused on their musi-
cal variety show, The Energy Curfew Music 
Hour, with two seasons available on Audi-
ble and all podcasting platforms.

Don’t miss these November performances at the Center

See Center . . . Page 9

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://thecenterpresents.org
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/the-four-phantoms/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/boney-james/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/amy-sedaris/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/simply-three/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/mavis-staples/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/bernadette-peters/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/hoosiers-screening/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/hoosiers-screening/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/punch-brothers/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/punch-brothers/
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
TalkToDani.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

20100 State 
Road 37 N.

Noblesville, IN, 460603
Commercially zoned property 

near Noblesville and Cicero 
offers incredible potential.  

It features nearly an acre, paved 
parking, and a 900-square-foot 

building with high visibility.  
An ideal business space.
Listed at $450,000

102 Oak St
Columbus, IN, 47201

This commercially zoned 
property offers incredible 

potential for various business 
opportunities. Featuring a  
900-square-foot building,  
paved parking, and high  

 visibility on nearly an acre, it’s 
ideal for your business.
Listed at $250,000

17090 River Road
Noblesville, IN, 46062

Rare commercial opportunity 
to grab an acre of land with 
great road frontage zoned 

 I-2 heavy industrial. If you 
have been looking for a place 
for your outdoor storage to 

build your business –  
look no further!

Listed at $200,000

Commercial opportunities await an owner. 
Time to be your own boss!

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks & Recreation!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Business cards

317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday

1/2 Price Bottles of 
Wine On Wednesdays

Reservations Recommended 

Letter guidelines 
this election season

With the approach of the Nov. 3 General Election, 
the Hamilton County Reporter is establishing some 
Letters to the Editor guidelines to keep things fair and 
balanced.

Letters addressing 
new topics about the 
upcoming election or 
the policies of individ-
ual candidates will be 
accepted until the end 
of the business day on 
Thursday, Oct. 22, and 
will be published on 
Friday, Oct. 23. 

Letters in response to new topics published in our 
Oct. 23 edition will be accepted until Tuesday, Oct. 27, 
and will be published in our Wednesday, Oct. 28 edition.

These deadlines will give candidates and their sup-
porters the opportunity to reply to letters addressing 
new topics.

Straight letters of endorsement will be accepted until 
Thursday, Oct. 29, and will publish on Friday, Oct. 30.

The Reporter will not publish Letters to the Editor 
containing personal attacks. Click here to read The Re-
porter’s policy on attack ads and Letters to the Editor.

Please send your letters to
News@ReadTheReporter.com.

Letters to the Editor do not represent 
the opinions of The Reporter or our staff. 

Noblesville voter: Devon Wellington 
has what it takes to be a public servant

Letter to the Editor

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can
submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 

phone number and city of residence. The Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
I am voting for Devon Welling-

ton, Indiana House of Representa-
tives District 29 candidate, because 
over many years, I have witnessed 
the emergence of fourth-stage can-
cerous growth of citizen apathy to-
ward being a responsible citizen of 
our United States. And with that citi-
zen apathy has come the loss of elect-
ing real public servants.

What is a public servant? I am 
sure that the “supermajority” at the 
Indiana Statehouse have shown 
themselves as not being public ser-
vants; SEA 1 shows that. That is why 
38 Indiana school systems have a 
referendum on this year’s ballot. Is 
a strong public school system at the 
bottom of the Indiana legislators’ 
list of priorities? The Indiana school 
ranking shows that.

So, once again, what is a PUB-
LIC servant?

A public servant reaches out to 
the public – we the people. A public 
servant listens to the public – we the 
people. A public servant offers viable 
solutions to problems that hurt the 
public – we the people.

A public servant works to create 
an environment where basic needs 
are met: food on the table, roof over 
our heads, excellent public educa-
tion, affordable health care, clean 
water, a fair wage, upholding of laws, 
and upholding our Constitution.

For 82 semesters, I told my pub-
lic speaking classes that voting is 
not a privilege, but a responsibil-
ity of being a citizen of the USA. I 
added that a responsible voter is an 
informed voter. In other words, meet 
local candidates, listen to them. Do 
they have workable solutions to local 
problems? Are they willing to listen 
to your concerns?

And I follow my own advice. 
Since January of this year, I have 
vetted the candidates for the primary 
and continued to check out those run-
ning for midterm elections.

In this process, I was so impressed 
by Devon Wellington that I decided to 
volunteer to help her be elected Indi-
ana House District 29 representative. 
I have witnessed this gal listen to in-
dividuals, create a workable platform, 
give up two weeks of campaigning to 
help those affected by the floods, and 

create environments for citizens to 
meet her and for her to listen to their 
concerns (even to the point of mes-
saging and listening to the deaf via 
her ASL; yes, she signs), and I have 
seen her bend down to listen to the 
concerns of a wheelchair-bound citi-
zen. That is a PUBLIC SERVANT. I 
find Devon to be hardworking, hon-
est, reliable, credible, empathetic, 
creative, and genuine. 

Devon shares, “Hope isn’t just 
wishing that things would get better. 
It’s showing up and doing the work 
to make things better. I have hope for 
District 29 because I’ve seen what 
this community can do when we 
show up for our neighbors, our kids, 
and our schools. I’m Devon Welling-
ton. Have hope with me and help me 
give District 29 its voice back.” 

This is why I am voting for Dev-
on Wellington. I invite all of my Dis-
trict 29 neighbors to join me in voting 
for Devon, a woman who, every day, 
reflects what a real public servant is.

We must stop the disease of citi-
zen apathy.

Moffett R. Craig
Noblesville

Kenny Wayne Shepherd Band:
Ledbetter Heights

30th Anniversary Tour
8 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 21

The Palladium
Printing Partners Encore Series

Kenny Wayne Shepherd was still 
in high school when he recorded his 
groundbreaking Top 10 debut album 
Ledbetter Heights, which he recently 
re-recorded with producer Jerry Har-
rison (Talking Heads) using his origi-
nal gear. Now, he and his band are on 
the road with a 30th anniversary tour 
that includes a full performance of the 
12-track 1995 album and another set 
of highlights from his 30-year career.

Over the years, Shepherd has 
earned six Grammy nominations and 
has toured with artists such as Bob 
Dylan, Aerosmith, the Rolling Stones 
and Lynyrd Skynyrd. 

Gravity & Other Myths:
Ten Thousand Hours
7 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 22

The Palladium
Family Series

Eight world-class acrobats inves-
tigate physical skill: how we obtain 
it, how we perfect it, and how it can 
transform our lives. Through the nu-
ance of high-level acrobatics, audi-
ences experience a heightened appre-
ciation of the countless hours required 
to master the skills they are witness-

ing. This is a love letter to our bodies 
and the amazing things they let us do 
every day, a tribute to the countless 
hours needed to achieve great things, 
the dedication required to realize our 
physical ambitions, and the backstory 
that is often more spectacular than the 
finished product.

* * *
Other November activities include:

LIVE! from the
Advanced Comedy Class 

7:30 p.m. Nov. 13 and 20
The Studio Theater

After honing their short routines 
for four weeks, students from Allied 
Solutions Center’s Stand-Up Comedy 
Practicum will present their “gradua-
tion” shows, hosted by class instructor 
and professional comedian Sherra Las-
ley. Recommended for mature audienc-
es.

Peanut Butter & Jam: Silly 
Safaris 

10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 14

The Studio Theater
Tickets: $10 per child, includes

two free adult admissions
Kids can learn about animals 

from cold climates and pet a vari-
ety of live creatures, including a real 
reindeer. Designed for ages 1-7 and 
sponsored by PEAS for Kids, inter-
active Peanut Butter & Jam sessions 

engage young children in the joy of 
live performance.

Luminaries speaker series:
Carmel’s Lost Composer 

2 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 17
The Palladium

Tickets: $10
Historian David Heighway and 

clarinetist Eric Salazar share the life 
and music of classical composer Fred-
erick Hunt, who was born and raised 
in Carmel and drew inspiration from 
the area for his music. Though virtual-
ly unknown today, Hunt corresponded 
with Jean Sibelius and worked with 
other mid-20th century classical mu-
sicians including Howard Hanson and 
Roy Harris.

From The Center’s
Resident Companies

• Actors  Theatre of Indiana: Lit-
tle Shop of Horrors, through Nov. 8 at 
The Studio Theater

• Indiana Wind Symphony: 
Summon the Hero, 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 8 at The Palladium

Center
from Page 8

Pints & Partnerships continues in October
The REPORTER

Good drinks. Great 
people. Stronger business. 
Sponsored by Lake City 
Bank, join the Westfield 
Chamber of Commerce 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 27, at Sun King Brew-
ery in Westfield for the next 
Pints & Partnerships.

Come unwind and con-
nect with fellow members 
of the Westfield business 
community. This casu-

al after-hours gathering is 
designed to spark conver-
sations, create new part-
nerships, and celebrate the 
power of doing business 
locally. This month, the 
Chamber is collaborating 

with the Westfield Young 
Professionals Council to 
cultivate new connections.

If you are interested in 
sponsoring a future Pints & 
Partnerships, please reach 
out to Courtney Albright 

at calbright@westfield-
chamberindy.com.

Come see what's on tap 
at the Westfield Chamber 
and get ready to make con-
nections that matter. Enjoy 
responsibly.

Thanks for reading
The REPORTER!

For more news, visit
ReadTheReporter.com

https://www.talktodani.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter/videos
https://readthereporter.com/why-you-wont-see-political-attack-ads-in-this-newspaper-2/
https://www.facebook.com/BethShellerforHamiltonCountyClerk/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/kenny-wayne-shepherd-band/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/kenny-wayne-shepherd-band/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/kenny-wayne-shepherd-band/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/gravity-and-other-myths/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/gravity-and-other-myths/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-education/live-from-the-advanced-comedy-class/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-education/live-from-the-advanced-comedy-class/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-education/pbj-silly-safaris/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-education/pbj-silly-safaris/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-education/luminaries-carmels-lost-composer/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-education/luminaries-carmels-lost-composer/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/resident-companies/ati-little-shop-of-horrors/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/resident-companies/ati-little-shop-of-horrors/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/resident-companies/iws-summon-the-heroes/
https://westfieldchamberofcommerce.growthzoneapp.com/ap/Events/Register/3BFOXleSYCQCg
mailto:calbright%40westfieldchamberindy.com?subject=
mailto:calbright%40westfieldchamberindy.com?subject=
https://readthereporter.com
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Made possible by support 
from a Christel DeHaan

Legacy Gift.

Gregory Glade Hancock, Executive Artistic Director

SEASON PRESENTING PARTNER SEASON PRESENTING PARTNER
DR. SAJAL BOSE & MRS. KALYANI BOSEDR. ANITA JOSHI

DR. ARUN JAIN

SEASON TITLE PARTNER
SWIZZLE GROUP, LLC

CONCERT PARTNER
DR. ANITA JOSHI
DR. ARUN JAIN

T H E  T A R K I N G T O N  A T  A L L I E D  S O L U T I O N S  C E N T E R  F O R  T H E  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S

T I C K E T S  A T  T H E  C E N T E R ’ S  F I F T H  T H I R D  B A N K  B O X  O F F I C E  |  3 1 7 - 8 4 3 - 3 8 0 0

https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/resident-companies/ghdt-salem/
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Flesh, Fear, and Forever:
An eschatological view of artificial intelligence

Colossians 3:1-15 (NLT)

Emmanuel United Methodist Church
16000 Cumberland Rd.

Noblesville, IN 

October 18, 2026
10 AM

Rev. Bonnie Zickgraf, BSN, RN

Help grow Westfield’s veteran community
Submitted

Attention veterans in the 
Westfield area …

If you filled out the 
Westfield veterans survey, 
this meeting is for you.

If you’ve never been 
invited to join a veterans’ 
organization, this meeting is 
for you.

If you’re unfamiliar with 
veterans’ organizations and 
what they offer, this meet-
ing is for you.

If you’re interested in 
forming an American Le-
gion post or a VFW post in 
Westfield, this meeting is 
for you.

If you want to see a 
stronger, more connected 

veteran community in West-
field, this meeting is for you.

You’re invited to attend 
a meeting from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 21, at the 
Westfield Washington Pub-
lic Library, Program Room 
1A, 17400 Westfield Blvd.

Organizers will share 
survey results, discuss 
bringing an American Le-
gion post to Westfield, and 
explore activities that can 
bring veterans together. 
They’ll also introduce the 
longer-term vision for a 
shared Veterans Center.

This is a chance to get 
in on the ground floor, 
share your ideas, ask ques-
tions, and help shape what 

comes next.
Veterans, military fami-

lies, and interested commu-
nity members are welcome. 
You do not need to belong to 
an organization or have com-
pleted the survey to attend.

Do you have questions? 
Contact Dan Kolzow, Orga-
nizer of the Westfield Veter-
ans Initiative, at westfield-
inveterans@gmail.com.

Photo provided by Carmel Clay Public Library

Carmel Clay Public Library celebrates 
10 years of its Digital Media Lab

The REPORTER
The Carmel Clay Public 

Library (CCPL) will cele-
brate the 10th anniversary 
of its Digital Media Lab on 
Friday, Nov. 6, marking a 
decade of providing com-
munity members with ac-
cess to creative technology, 
digital learning opportuni-
ties, and innovative tools for 
self-expression.

Since opening in 2016, 
the Digital Media Lab has 
served as a welcoming 
space for exploring technol-
ogy, developing new skills, 
and bringing creative ideas 
to life. Equipped with pro-
fessional-grade equipment 
and software, the lab has 
supported projects ranging 
from video production and 
graphic design to podcast-

ing, photography, audio 
recording, and other digital 
media endeavors.

The reception to be held 
from 5 to 7 p.m. will recog-
nize the Digital Media Lab's 
growth over the past decade 
and the thousands of com-
munity members who have 
used the space to learn, cre-
ate, and connect. Attendees 
will have the opportunity 
to explore the lab, view a 
community art show, and 
network with others.

“The Digital Media Lab 
has empowered people to 
develop valuable digital 
skills and to tell their sto-
ries,” Library IT Manager 

Peter Konshak said. “We’re 
proud to celebrate this mile-
stone with the community 
that has made the lab such 
a success.”

The anniversary re-
ception is open to the pub-
lic and will take place at 
the Main Library, 425 E. 
Main St.

CCPL provides a wide 
range of resources and pro-
grams designed to educate, 
entertain, and enrich the 
community. With a commit-
ment to fostering lifelong 
learning, the library offers 
services and events for 
all ages. Find out more at 
carmelclaylibrary.org.

Less than two weeks left to
apply for FEMA assistance
The REPORTER

People who were af-
fected by the storms, tor-
nadoes, and flooding from 
Aug. 11 to 24 have less than 
two weeks left to apply for 
FEMA assistance. Appli-
cation deadline is Sunday, 
Oct. 25.

Financial assistance is 
available for eligible sur-
vivors who need help cov-
ering uninsured costs for 
things like home repairs, 
personal property, vehicle 
damage, medical expens-
es including accessibility 
items, moving and storage 
and reimbursement for tem-
porary housing. 

How to apply for
FEMA Assistance
Apply online at Disas-

terAssistance.gov or call 
the FEMA Helpline at (800) 
621-3362. If you use a relay 
service give FEMA your 
number for that service. 
In-person help is available 
at support sites for submit-
ting and updating documen-
tation and asking questions 
regarding your case. To find 
a location visit on.in.gov/
August2026Disaster.

​​​​​​​For video assistance
• What to Expect Be-

fore Applying for FEMA 
Assistance | ASL

• Next Steps After Ap-
plying for FEMA Assis-
tance | ASL

To apply for a low-in-
terest disaster loan from the 
U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration Office of Di-
saster Recovery (SBA) ap-
ply online at MySBA Loan 

Portal or sba.gov/disaster 
or call the Customer Service 
Center at (800) 659-2955. 
People who are deaf, hard 
of hearing or have a speech 
disability may dial 711 to 
access telecommunications 
relay services. For more 
information or assistance 
in-person visit appoint-
ment.sba.gov to find a loca-
tion nearest you.
​​​​​​​You apply, FEMA help 

remains available
Stay in touch. Let 

FEMA know of any chang-
es in your circumstances or 
contact information, includ-
ing the status of your insur-
ance settlement. Ask FEMA 
any questions you may have 
about your recovery, includ-
ing any unmet needs. 

Applicants can create 
an account on DisasterAs-
sistance.gov where they 
can submit paperwork and 
check their status tracker 
for updates. For in-person 
assistance visit a support 
site, current locations can be 
found at on.in.gov/August-
2026Disaster. 

Learn more about the di-
saster recovery operation in 
Indiana at fema.gov/disas-
ter/4933.

Disaster survivors who 
feel they have been discrim-
inated against based on race, 
color, nationality, sex, reli-
gion, age, disability, English 
proficiency, or economic 
status have the right to file 
a complaint by contacting 
FEMA at FEMA-CR-In-
take@fema.dhs.gov or by 
calling 1-800-621-3362.

The Hamilton County Reporter: it’s what
newspapers were like when they were good!

http://basilewestfieldplayhouse.org
mailto:westfieldinveterans%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:westfieldinveterans%40gmail.com?subject=
https://carmelclaylibrary.org/
http://DisasterAssistance.gov
http://DisasterAssistance.gov
http://on.in.gov/August2026Disaster
http://on.in.gov/August2026Disaster
https://tinyurl.com/hx5pxwsa
https://tinyurl.com/hx5pxwsa
https://tinyurl.com/hx5pxwsa
https://tinyurl.com/mssv4mkx
https://tinyurl.com/ye272zwr
https://tinyurl.com/ye272zwr
https://tinyurl.com/ye272zwr
https://tinyurl.com/dwy8dzwx
https://lending.sba.gov/
https://lending.sba.gov/
http://sba.gov/disaster
http://appointment.sba.gov
http://appointment.sba.gov
http://DisasterAssistance.gov
http://DisasterAssistance.gov
http://on.in.gov/August2026Disaster
http://on.in.gov/August2026Disaster
http://www.fema.gov/disaster/4933
http://www.fema.gov/disaster/4933
mailto:FEMA-CR-Intake@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:FEMA-CR-Intake@fema.dhs.gov
https://readthereporter.com
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BIDDING OPENS:  Tuesday, October 6th @ 2pm
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS:  Saturday, October 17th @ 6pm

PREVIEW DATE:  Thursday, October 15th from Noon - 6pm
PICK-UP DAYS:  Monday, October 19th from Noon - 6pm

& Tuesday, October 20th from Noon - 6pm

ON-LINE ONLY 
PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION

for GEORGE & CONNIE CLARK
 and Others

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

1979 Volkswagon Beetle Convertible 
1996 Ridgeline16’ x 7’ Deck Trailer 
2004 Haulette Enclosed Trailer

Yale 2-Ton Spur Geared Block Chain Hoist
Schuck Cushion Hitch

JD Z720E Zero Turn 60”  
JD X749 Diesel 4x4 4 Wheel Steer Mower
Yard Tools & Equipment, Dump Carts, Utility Carts, 
Tillers, Aerators

Coins & Paper Money, Arrowheads & Artifacts, 
Advertising, Antiques & Uniques, Jewelry, St. Clair, 
Joe Rice, Fenton, Westmoreland & Depression 
Glass, Murat Shrine Items, Household, Small 
Appliances, Canning Supplies, Quilting, Crafting & 
Sewing, Sewing Machines, Spool Cabinets, Crocks, 
Pottery, China, Very Nice Furniture, Boone Cabinet 
By Campbell Smith Ritchie, Grandfather Clocks, 
Custom-Made Rolltop Desk, Electric Washer & 

Dryer, Soft Goods, Kline 1869 Noblesville Coverlet, 
Paper Goods, Longaberger, Furs, Vintage Toys, 
Cast Iron, Coin Banks, Home Decor, Pet Crates, 
Holiday Blow-Molds, Budweiser & Avon Steins, 
Milk Bottles, Fruit Jars, Jewel T Dishes, Musical 
Instruments, Pictures & Wall Decor, Mirrors, Vtg. 
Hardback Books, Fur Collars, Marbles

Solid Wood Outdoor Rocking Chairs (NICE), Patio 
Furniture

Fishing Poles, Trolling Motors, Sporting Goods, 
Fold-Up Rolling Ping-Pong Table, Punching Bag, 
Schwinn Bicycles, Reese Hitch-Mount for Bike 
Rack

Troy-Bilt 5500 Generator, Cummins Onan P2500i 
Digital Inverter Generator (needs pull cord), Pressure 
Washers, Mi-T-M Hotsy, Hand Tools, Power Tools, 
Rolling Tool Chest, Continental Shophoist 4000, Air 
Compressors, Farmhand 60-Gallon Air Compressor

Ghosts, ghouls, good times take over Tipton
Downtown Tipton was the place to be last Saturday evening, Oct. 10, when the Halloween Bash came to town. Kids came
in costume and spent the evening playing yard games, getting their faces painted, looking for The Great Pumpkin in the

pumpkin patch, traveling down the Trick-or-Treat Trail, and enjoying food truck fare – all for free. The Graveyard Stompers 
performed as well, bringing their frightening brand of musical talent to Tiptonians. This year’s Halloween Bash was brought 

to you by the Tipton Main Street Association and presented by STAR Financial Bank. (Reporter photos by Bill Miller)

https://www.cripesauction.com/
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www.HCTV2.comwww.HCTV1.com

On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Tues Oct 13 -  Goverment
6:00 pm  Noblesville City Council | Noblesville Council Chambers | HCTV

Fri Oct 16  -  Football
6:45 pm  Carroll (Flora) vs Sheridan| Football   | Bragg Sports
6:50 pm Fishers vs Zionsville| Football | Indiana SRN
6:50 pm Benton Central vs Covenant Christian | Football | Indiana SRN
7:00 pm Avon vs7:00 pm Avon vs Noblesville | Football | HCTV Sports
7:00 pm West Lafayette vs Hamilton Heights | Football |Husky Sports Network

Sat Oct 10 -  Volleyball, Freshman Football & College Football
10:00 am Zionsville vs Fishers | Freshman Football | Fishers Sports Network

    Girls Basketball broadcast begins on 
     Hamilton County TV - Wed Nov 4

          NEW!! 

      Check out Hamilton County TV’s      Check out Hamilton County TV’s
     24/7 Channel at www.HCTV1.com
 Sports, Classic TV, Classic Movies and Entertainment

Upcoming Broadcasts

Bike the rails from Forest Park
to Downtown Noblesville

Holiday Light
railbikes

Make a new holiday tradition!

NEW!

tickets on sale now!

November 14-January 2

nickelplateexpress.com

Westfield authors Danyele
Easterhaus & Michelle Merritt

release new book Emergent Power
Submitted

Westfield authors Danye-
le Easterhaus and Michelle 
Merritt are marking the re-
lease of their sec-
ond book together, 
Emergent Power: 
Midlife Women 
Redefining Love, 
Health, & Work, 
out today, Oct. 14.

The pair first 
partnered as con-
tributing authors 
on the 2025 Am-
azon No. 1 best-
seller Empathy 
Impact, and each 
is now a two-time 
bestselling author. 
To coincide with 
the launch, both 
women are also 
introducing new 
podcasts: Easter-
haus’s On the Mic 
with D and Mer-
ritt’s The 2 a.m. Circle.

In her chapter, “One 
More Thing,” Easterhaus 
writes a raw account of car-
ing for her father through his 
final months and the honest 
work of grief and rebuilding 
that followed.

“This chapter came from 
the hardest year of my life,” 
Easterhaus said. “On the 
Mic with D grew out of that 
same need, a place for hon-
est, unscripted conversations 
about what midlife actually 
feels like.”

Merritt’s chapter, “The 

Posse,” is about the three 
friends who have carried her 
through career reinventions, 
cross-country moves, and 

family crises for 
more than three 
decades, and what 
she has learned 
about not rein-
venting ourselves 
alone.

“Every person 
needs a posse – 
people who show 
up without be-
ing asked twice,” 
Merritt said. 
“Bringing The 2 
a.m. Circle to life 
is about giving 
others permission 
to build that same 
kind of support 
system.”

The two chap-
ters sit alongside 
essays from 11 

other women writing about 
health, identity, and reinven-
tion in midlife.

The book’s release also 
marks the debut of two 
new podcasts. Easterhaus is 
launching On the Mic with 
D, featuring candid conver-
sations on relationships, cul-
ture, and leadership. Merritt 
is launching The 2 a.m. Cir-
cle, a show about the friend-
ships people can call on at 
any hour. Both shows carry 
the themes of each author’s 
chapter into an ongoing con-
versation with listeners.

About the Authors
Danyele Easterhaus 

is an author, speaker, and 
relationship-centered con-
sultant based in Westfield, 
where she works with lead-
ers and mission-driven or-
ganizations to strengthen 
culture and connection. She 
is co-author of the bestseller 
Empathy Impact and writes 
from the honest place be-
tween grief and growth. 
Learn more at DanyeleEas-
terhausConsulting.com.

Michelle Merritt is a 
senior people executive, 
keynote speaker, and board 
director based in Westfield, 
where she serves as President 
of the Westfield Police Mer-
it Commission. A Guinness 
World Record holder, she is 
co-author of the bestseller 
Empathy Impact and be-
lieves no one reinvents them-
selves alone. Learn more at 
c3indy.com/michelle.

Graphic provided
Easterhaus

Merritt

State Rep. Lopez to be recognized
with Indiana Library Foundation’s 2026
Legislative Champion Advocacy Award
Submitted by Office of 
State Rep. Danny Lopez

State Rep. Danny Lopez 
(R-Carmel) will be recog-
nized by the Indiana Library 
Federation (ILF) with the 
2026 Legislative Champion 
Advocacy Award at the 2026 
ILF Annual Conference: Li-
braries at the Crossroads of 
Learning, on Nov. 9.

The ILF said Lopez will 
be honored with this year’s 
award because of his instru-
mental work advocating 
for Indiana’s libraries and 
supporting their ability to 
continue serving Hoosier 
communities.

“My mom was a librar-
ian for 40 years and I grew 
up in public libraries, so I 
know better than most that 
strong, well-funded libraries 
are essential to the overall 
quality, health, and liva-
bility of any community,” 
Lopez said. “This is such a 
special and personally mov-
ing recognition for me, I am 
so grateful to the ILF, and I 
will continue to work with 
their members to make sure 
our citizens understand what 
thriving libraries represent 
for our communities.”

As the legislature debat-
ed local property tax reform 
throughout the 2025 and 
2026 legislative sessions, 
Lopez advocated for public 

libraries and the 
protection of their 
funding streams 
and budgets. He 
also supported the 
current state bud-
get for fiscal years 
2026 and 2027, 
which includes 
continued fund-
ing for the Indi-
ana State Library, statewide 
library services and library 
services for the blind.

“Library advocacy is 
about relationships and 
making sure our legislators 
understand what is happen-
ing in libraries across Indi-
ana,” ILF President Austin 
Stroud said. “We’re grateful 
for those who take the time 
to listen to our library com-
munity and understand the 
work being done every day.”

The Legislative Champi-
on Advocacy Award is given 
to a state or federal legislator 
who has promoted and sup-
ported legislative efforts for 
Indiana libraries, media cen-
ters, or librarianship.

Lopez was previously 
named the 2026 Legislative 
Champion by the Indiana 
Technology & Innovation 
Association and Champion 
Freshman Legislator by the 
Indiana Chamber of Com-
merce in 2025. In his first 
term, his other legislative 

efforts included 
boosting eco-
nomic develop-
ment, reforming 
Indiana’s courts, 
constraining the 
growth of Med-
icaid, supporting 
Hoosier youth 
in the foster 
care system, and 

strengthening public safety 
in Hamilton County.

Lopez will be formally 
celebrated alongside library 
professionals and advocates 
at the ILF Annual Confer-
ence, which is scheduled to 
take place Nov. 8 to 10 at 
the Hyatt Regency in down-
town Indianapolis.

State Rep. Danny Lo-
pez (R-Carmel) represents 
House District 39, which 
includes a portion of Ham-
ilton County.

About the Indiana 
Library Federation
ILF is the statewide 

nonprofit organization for 
all library types: academ-
ic, public, school, special 
and library supporters. It 
is the largest organiza-
tion of its kind in Indiana, 
boasting more than 2,000 
personal, institutional, li-
brary trustee and business 
affiliate contributing mem-
bers. For more information, 
visit ilfonline.org.

Lopez

Submitted by 
City of Carmel

The Arts in Autumn, 
scheduled for 2 to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 17, has been 
relocated due to ongoing 
maintenance in Midtown 
Plaza.

The event will now take 
place along Monon Bou-
levard (indicated on the 
map with a red rectangle), 
directly adjacent to and 
just north of the Up and 
Down the Playground on 
the northeast corner of City 
Center Drive and Monon 
Boulevard.

Attendees and vendors 
are encouraged to adjust 
their plans accordingly and 
access the event area via 
Monon Boulevard. All oth-
er event details, times and 
activities remain unchanged 
except there will not be a 
movie.

Road closures
Monon Boulevard from 

Walnut Street to Olympian 

Way, as well as Olympian 
Way from Veterans Way to 
Monon Boulevard will be 

closed to vehicular traffic 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 17.

Graphic provided by City of Carmel

Arts in Autumn relocating 
to Monon Boulevard

Thank you for reading The Reporter!

https://www.hctv1.com/
https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides/
https://www.danyeleeasterhausconsulting.com/
https://www.danyeleeasterhausconsulting.com/
https://c3indy.com/michelle/
http://www.ilfonline.org/


The REPORTER
Aspire Indiana Health’s 

expansion of crisis services 
has been recognized with 
two Champions of Health 
Care and Quality Awards 
from the Indiana Primary 
Health Care Association 
(IPHCA).

The Rely Center in No-
blesville, a psychiatric ur-
gent care and stabilization 
center for people experienc-
ing a mental health or sub-
stance use crisis, received 
the Behavioral Health Pro-
gram of the Year Award in 
its first year of operation. 
Senior Director of Crisis 
Services Kaitlyn Ervin won 
the Behavioral Health Pro-
vider of the Year award for 
her leadership in behavioral 
health integration at Rely 
and Aspire’s broader crisis 
continuum, which also in-
cludes mobile response units 
and a 24/7 crisis phone line.

Opening in October 
2025 thanks to a $3.5 mil-
lion investment from local 
taxpayers by way of the 
Hamilton County Council 
and Commissioners, Rely 
has served more than a thou-
sand Hoosiers in crisis, with 
19 percent of those being 
youths. Most crisis continu-
um responses were resolved 
without elevating to a high-
er level of care, diverting 
47 percent of those in crisis 
who would otherwise have 
gone to an emergency room 
or psychiatric hospital.

“Kaitlyn exemplifies 

the clinical leadership that 
strengthens both patient 
care and the people de-
livering it,” Aspire Chief 
People Officer Dr. Gina 
Forrest said. “Working in 
crisis services requires a 
unique combination of clin-
ical skill, steadiness, com-
passion, adaptability and 
leadership. Kaitlyn brings 
each of these qualities to her 
work every day.”

The annual IPHCA 
Champions of Health Care 
and Quality Awards honor 
individuals and organiza-
tions that have demonstrat-
ed exceptional leadership, 
innovation, and commit-
ment to community health 
in Indiana.

Rely Center is located 
at 17840 Cumberland Road 
in Noblesville and is open 
24/7 to anyone experiencing 
a crisis. The center accepts 
Medicaid and Medicare, as 
well as most traditional in-
surance. Even if someone 
has no insurance or abil-
ity to pay, they will not be 
turned away from care.

Aspire is a Federally 
Qualified Health Center and 
Indiana Community Mental 
Health Center with clinics 
in Boone, Hamilton, Han-
cock, Madison, Marion, and 
Shelby counties.

About Aspire
Serving Central Indiana 

since 1966, Aspire Indiana 
Health is a nonprofit com-
munity health system with 
services including behavior-

al health, primary and spe-
cialty care medicine, phar-
macy, substance use disorder 
treatment, infectious diseas-
es, deaf services, crisis con-
tinuum, recovery housing, 

abused/neglected children 
advocacy and programs ad-
dressing the social drivers of 
health such as housing and 
employment. Learn more at 
aspireindiana.org.

Today’s Bible Reading
Do Not Forget the Lord

 He led you through the vast and dreadful 
wilderness, that thirsty and waterless land, with 
its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought 
you water out of hard rock. He gave you manna 
to eat in the wilderness, something your ancestors 
had never known, to humble and test you so that 
in the end it might go well with you. You may say 
to yourself, “My power and the strength of my 
hands have produced this wealth for me.” But 
remember the Lord your God, for it is he who 
gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so 
confirms his covenant, which he swore to your 
ancestors, as it is today.

If you ever forget the Lord your God and follow 
other gods and worship and bow down to them, 
I testify against you today that you will surely be 
destroyed. Like the nations the Lord destroyed 
before you, so you will be destroyed for not 
obeying the Lord your God.

Deuteronomy 8:15-20 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

IMPROVED PRICE!

LAKEFRONT! SOLD! SOLD! SOLD!
20971 Shoreline  

Unit 410
NOBLESVILLE

9919 Fountain 
Cove Drive

INDIANAPOLIS

18532 Oriental  
Oak Court

NOBLESVILLE

18149 Atlantic 
Road

NOBLESVILLE

Enjoy low-maintenance waterfront 
living in this gated 2BR, 2BA Morse 
Lake condo. Features include fresh 

paint, new carpet, boat slip, two 
garage spots, storage, and stainless 

kitchen. Luxury meets convenience.
Listed at $299,900

This 3 bed, 2.5 bath near Geist Reservoir 
offers an open concept floor plan, new 
roof, carpet, and remodeled primary 
bath. Versatile living spaces, updated 
kitchen, spacious fenced-in backyard, 

and a heated golf simulator garage!
          Listed at $299,900

Beautiful 4BR, 2BA 2 half baths in 
Oakmont of Noblesville. Situated on over 
half an acre (.68) wooded lot featuring a 
screened porch and finished basement 
along with a three -car tandem garage. 

Move-in ready property awaits you.
Listed at $559,900

Own this charming 1.5-acre country 
retreat! Features 2,000+ sq ft, 4BR, 
2BA, and a new roof. Enjoy a cozy 

fireplace, spacious kitchen, and 
fenced yard. Perfectly located near 
Hamilton Town Center and I-69.  

Listed at $274,900 
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— Fishers —
NOTICE OF APPROVED ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING CERTAIN REAL ESTATE
TO THE CITY OF FISHERS, HAMILTON COUNTY, INDIANA

NOTICE IS HEREBY PROVIDED that on October 12, 2026, the Common 
Council for the City of Fishers, Hamilton, Indiana (“City”), meeting in a duly 
noticed public meeting, and in accordance with Ind. Code §36-4-3-5.1, passed 
Ordinance No. 092126C, annexing approximately 7.57 acres located outside 
of but contiguous to the City, generally known as the Henson Annexation (the 
“Annexed Territory”). This Annexation Ordinance is available for review at 
Fishers Municipal Center, One Municipal Drive, Fishers, Indiana 46038.  If you 
have specific questions please contact:

City of Fishers Community and Economic Development Department
planning@fishersin.gov

(317) 595-3155
R8836	 10/14/26 10/19/26

NOTICE OF APPROVED ORDINANCE
AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING CERTAIN REAL ESTATE

TO THE CITY OF FISHERS, HAMILTON COUNTY, INDIANA
NOTICE IS HEREBY PROVIDED that on October 12, 2026, the Common 

Council for the City of Fishers, Hamilton, Indiana (“City”), meeting in a duly 
noticed public meeting, and in accordance with Ind. Code §36-4-3-5.1, passed 
Ordinance No. 092126D, annexing approximately 5.89 acres located outside of 
but contiguous to the City, generally known as the Randall Sisters Properties 
(the “Annexed Territory”). This Annexation Ordinance is available for review at 
Fishers Municipal Center, One Municipal Drive, Fishers, Indiana 46038.  If you 
have specific questions please contact:

City of Fishers Community and Economic Development Department
planning@fishersin.gov

(317) 595-3155
R8837	 10/14/26 10/19/26

NOTICE OF APPROVED ORDINANCE
AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING CERTAIN REAL ESTATE

TO THE CITY OF FISHERS, HAMILTON COUNTY, INDIANA
NOTICE IS HEREBY PROVIDED that on October 12, 2026, the Common 

Council for the City of Fishers, Hamilton, Indiana (“City”), meeting in a duly 
noticed public meeting, and in accordance with Ind. Code §36-4-3-5.1, passed 
Ordinance No. 092126E, annexing approximately 2.98 acres located outside 
of but contiguous to the City, generally known as the Walters Annexation (the 
“Annexed Territory”). This Annexation Ordinance is available for review at 
Fishers City Hall, One Municipal Drive, Fishers, Indiana 46038.  If you have 
specific questions please contact:

City of Fishers Community and Economic Development Department
planning@fishersin.gov

(317) 595-3155
R8838	 10/14/26 10/19/26

Meeting Notices
Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) The Hamil-

ton County GIS Policy Committee will meet 
to discuss GIS projects at 9:45 a.m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 20, 2026, via Microsoft Teams; Meet-
ing ID: 251 298 414 675 074, Passcode: Fd-
6qa34h. You can call (219) 225-8177 and enter 
Conference ID 417 145 863# when prompted.

The Carmel Adviso-
ry Committee on Dis-
ability will meet at 9:30 
a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 20, 
2026, in Meeting Room 
C at Carmel Clay Public 
Library, 425 E. Main St.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to 
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under

I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in 
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door 

Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a), 
the Hamilton County Emergency 
Management Advisory Council 
will meet at 9 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 
15, 2026, at 18100 Cumberland 
Road, Noblesville. The purpose 
of this meeting is to discuss Emer-
gency Management projects.

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a), 
the Hamilton County Local Emer-
gency Planning Committee will 
meet at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, Oct. 
15, 2026, at 18100 Cumberland 
Road, Noblesville. The purpose 
of this meeting is to discuss Local 
Emergency Planning projects.

Aspire Indiana Health 
honored for crisis response

Photo provided
Aspire Senior Director of Crisis Services Kaitlyn 
Ervin (left) and Team Lead, Staff Nurse Laura 
Jackson.

Thanks for reading!
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https://hartleyfuneralhomes.com/
https://readthereporter.com/obitform
http://speaktodeak.com
www.randallroberts.com
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
mailto:HamiltonCoNorthReporter%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=
mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=

	_GoBack
	_Hlk43131999

