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You should have 
the discussion
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You know her.
Actually, you 

don’t think you know 
her because you hav-
en’t heard her story. It 
would probably shock 
you.

Your friend, rela-
tive, neighbor, or co-
worker is a survivor of 
SA. Let me say what it 
is … Sexual Assault.

She’s kept her story hidden because 
people have made her feel ashamed and be-
cause she believes it doesn’t matter. Oh, but 
it does.

I recently sat with my friend, Lisa Sa-
ruga, as she told her story of being sexually 
assaulted by a masked stranger in college. 
Thirty-five years later, her case was re-
opened, and she faced her perpetrator. She 
tells her story in her book, The Trauma 
Tree. She is a survivor. 

Imagine being 18 years old and being 
suffocated, knifed, and raped. A few days 
later, she heard whispers that suggested … 
it was her fault. She should have … She 
reported it. She waited 35 years for justice. 
Did she get justice? No. Too much time had 
gone by. Too many laws protected her rap-
ist. You’ve got to be kidding! But she got to 
face him and tell him what she had waited 
35 years to say.

Her story is powerful. 
One in five women have a rape or at-

tempted rape story. Look around at the 
women in your life. 

One of the most important lessons a 
father can teach a child is how to respect 
women. Fathers, read that again. Our sons 
and daughters are listening and watching. 

I know women in my life who have 
experienced sexual assault, and they will 
live with the trauma for the rest of their 
lives. Their rapists were identified, yet 
the file remains on a stack in the office of 
the university police or the county pros-
ecutor. 

To the women who have been sexual-
ly assaulted, do not let these rapists take 
away the joy from your life. Your rape 
does not define you or your life. You are 
strong. Your story matters. I pray that the 
rapists have nightmares about what they 
did to you. 

During October, The Reporter
 is recognizing Domesting

Violence Awareness Month by
Going Purple with Prevail, Inc.
As a Hamilton  County-based 

nonprofit, Prevail advocates for 
victimes of crime and abuse. 

Everyone is invited to take part 
in the “Go Purple” campaign by 

wearing purple and letting victims 
know they aren’t alone.

Learn how you can Go Purple with 
Prevail at prevailinc.org.

Go Purple
with Prevail!
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Not your parents’ book club
By AIDA KARIM
news@readthereporter.com

In our era of endless distrac-
tions, the value of reading has 
never been more apparent. Ed-
ucation Station Founder Marcia 
Seif has made it her mission to 
give children the joy of reading.  

According to Seif, she start-
ed her tutoring business 48 
years ago. She was inspired to 
start Education Station when 
her second-grade son began 
struggling with reading. Pretty 
soon another parent asked if she 
could help her child and “then 
the ball just started to roll.”

Seif said when her students 
walk through her “garage of 
knowledge,” it makes her re-
alize how important her job is. 
Even her former students from 
when she first started bring their 
own children now. 

Seif said she started her 
summer book club 21 years ago. 

“My goal was to help 
kids grow the love of reading 
through a book club,” Seif said. 
“It was always packed, but then 
the pandemic hit and I noticed 
that the desire to just pick up a 
book wasn’t there.”

Seif told The Reporter she 
noticed kids give up reading en-
tirely this past summer.

“I would ask, ‘What are you 
reading for fun?’ And they’d look 
at me with a blank face and say, 
‘Mrs. Seif, I’m not reading any-
thing. I don’t have time to read. 
I’m doing sports.’ They couldn’t 
give up 15 minutes a night.”

Seif said children and par-
ents shouldn’t underestimate 
the value of reading. She al-
ways tries to tell her students 
that reading takes them on an 
“adventure,” improving their 
vocabulary in the process. 

“I’m finding that my high 
school kids, my ninth graders 
and my 10th graders, aren’t as 
versed in vocabulary as they 
should be, and it’s from not 
reading,” Seif said.

According to Seif, this 
year’s book club revival as “Lit-
erary Leaders” challenges the 
traditional format. 

She said, “We will bring 
out the creative side of each of 
those kids, from leading discus-
sions to publishing reviews in 
the newspaper.” Reporter photo by Aida Karim

A lifetime love of reading, and all the benefits that come 
with it, are waiting in the “garage of knowledge.”See Club . . . Page A4

Fear Farm is a real thriller
Going behind the scenes of the Indiana Fear Farm
By WYNNE BRUBAKER
news@readthereporter.com

Your nightmares might be-
come a reality in the remote 
countryside this October at In-
diana Fear Farm. 

Where the Headless Horse-
man meets Hollywood and the 
sickening Slaughter Barn, the 
Fear Farm will test just how 
much terror you can take. KD 
Farms will host the attraction 
every Friday through Sunday 
from 7 to 11 p.m. through Oct. 
25 at 6736 S. County Road 500 
West, Jamestown.

Fear Farm owner Sabrina 
Kent-Doolan spoke with The 
Reporter about the unmatched 
horrors that await visitors at KD 
Farms each October.

“We’re not pulling from the 
same [customer base] as some-
one who sits right in the middle 
of Indy – we give you the farm 
experience,” Kent-Doolan said. 
“If you live in the city, you can 
go to a haunted house, you can 
also go bowling, and go to the 
movies. Or, you can drive out 
here to an actual family-work-
ing farm where there’s ani-
mals and fields all around you. 
You’re half freaked out before 
you even get here.”

Inside the farm, haunts lurk-

ing around the grounds will 
promise an unforgettable scare 
and priceless memories.

“You will never experience 
a haunted hayride like ours,” 
Kent-Doolan said. “I’ve made 
sure of that from the ground 
up. It has speakers on board, so 
the entire ride is choreographed 
to music that we designed. It’s 
very customized: a truck chas-
es you, a combine chases you, 
the headless horseman tries to 
whip your head off with a saw, 
there’s explosions, people fly in 
the air. There is, on any given 
night, anywhere from 12 to 30 

‘Thriller’ dancers and Michael 
Jackson. There is Beetlejuice 
flying overhead and all of the 
Beetlejuice dancers dancing. 
It’s not just about scaring you. 
It’s about giving you a full-on 
show.”

The wide range of “scare ac-
tors” around the farm also con-
tributes to the terrifying atmo-
sphere. Fear Farm helps schools 
and activities raise money by 
paying students and other de-
partments to become scare ac-
tors for the night.

“The other thing that proba-
bly makes us stand apart is the 

fact that we support so many 
schools and groups that are try-
ing to raise money,” Kent-Dool-
an said. “We support school 
groups, typically the kids that 
don’t get as much funding as 
the others. I have lost track of 
how many thousands of dollars 
we’ve poured back into not just 
our own community, but the 
surrounding communities by 
saying, ‘bring us your kiddos, 
bring us your adults, whatever 
you got, and we’ll compensate 
you and feed you for being here 

Reporter photos by Wynne BruBaker
The Reporter went behind the scenes at the Indiana Fear Farm, and even with the 
lights on, we may not shake the haunting images until long after Halloween.

See Fear . . . Page A2

Westfield Education Foundation funds 85 teacher grants
Submitted by Westfield 
Washington Schools

As the Westfield Education Foun-
dation (WEF) celebrates 40 years 
of supporting Westfield Washington 
Schools (WWS), its 2026 Fall Teach-
er-Led Grant Cycle shows what can 
happen when a community comes 
together for students and educators.

WEF opened its Fall Teacher-Led 
Grant application on June 1 and re-
ceived applications from educators 
across the district, representing more 
than $72,000 in classroom funding 
requests. Educators submitted ideas 
ranging from literacy resources and 
hands-on science experiences to 
STEM equipment, music and art 
materials, student wellness supports, 
career exploration opportunities, and 
creative projects designed to make 

learning more engaging.
Through the generosity of do-

nors and community partners, WEF 
had $53,671.75 available for its Fall 
Teacher-Led Grant Cycle.

Collaboration across the Westfield 
community then helped extend that 
impact even further. The Advancing 
Westfield Foundation awarded a sep-
arate $28,000 grant to WEF specifi-
cally to support elementary schools 
through their PTOs. WEF, elementa-
ry PTOs, and school principals saw 
an opportunity to work together, re-
view elementary Teacher-Led Grant 
requests, and identify classroom proj-
ects to support through those funds.

Approximately $18,000 of the 
$28,000 Advancing Westfield Foun-
dation grant supported additional 
elementary classroom grants during 

the fall cycle. The 
remaining funds 
remain available 
to participating el-
ementary PTOs to 
address future needs 
within their schools. 
That collaboration 
made an extraordi-
nary difference.

All of the 85 Teacher-Led Grant 
applications submitted were ulti-
mately funded.

“This is what makes Westfield 
special,” WEF Executive Director 
Ashley Knott said. “We began with 
the resources to fund 53 grants, but 
there were so many great ideas com-
ing from our educators. By working 
together with the Advancing West-
field Foundation, our PTOs, princi-

pals, and community partners, we 
were able to say yes to 85. Those 
yeses translate directly into new op-
portunities for our students.”

From grants to
classroom experiences

The numbers tell one part of the 
story. What students will experience 
because of these grants tells the rest.

At Maple Glen Elementary, the 
Discover the Magic of Science grant 

See Grants . . . Page A4
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Opportunity for allLower costsStrong schools
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votedevon.com

Early Voting starts: Oct 6  th

Election Day: Nov 3   rd

The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
TalkToDani.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

20100 State 
Road 37 N.

Noblesville, IN, 460603
Commercially zoned property 

near Noblesville and Cicero 
offers incredible potential.  

It features nearly an acre, paved 
parking, and a 900-square-foot 

building with high visibility.  
An ideal business space.
Listed at $450,000

102 Oak St
Columbus, IN, 47201

This commercially zoned 
property offers incredible 

potential for various business 
opportunities. Featuring a  
900-square-foot building,  
paved parking, and high  

 visibility on nearly an acre, it’s 
ideal for your business.
Listed at $250,000

17090 River Road
Noblesville, IN, 46062

Rare commercial opportunity 
to grab an acre of land with 
great road frontage zoned 

 I-2 heavy industrial. If you 
have been looking for a place 
for your outdoor storage to 

build your business –  
look no further!

Listed at $200,000

Commercial opportunities await an owner. 
Time to be your own boss!

and give you free tickets.’ In 
return, we get to put on an 
attraction that houses way 
more people and physical 
bodies than you have ever 
seen before. You won’t 
come out here and see under 
75 people entertaining you.”

However, fear is not the 
most valuable element of 
the Fear Farm experience. 

When running for your life 
with the ones you love, you 
tend to discover new depth 
within your relationships. 

“[Our target audience 
is] families, hands down,” 
Kent-Doolan said. We’re in 
a hot industry where every-
body says, ‘I want the teenag-
ers, I want the twenty-some-
things, I want the cool kids 
that are into Halloween.’ I 
don’t. If you pay attention, 
I don’t say that it’s going to 
be the scariest encounter you 
have. What I am going to say 
is you are going to have an 
amazing time. You’re go-
ing to make memories for a 
lifetime, and we are going to 
fully entertain you.” 

Along with prioritizing 
family fun, Kent-Doolan said 
Fear Farm strives to create an 
enjoyable experience for un-
conventional customers. 

“Our demographic is the 
entire family, and we try to 
market to them and make 
it appealing,” Kent-Dool-
an said. “Grandma and 
Grandpa may want to be a 
part of the fun for the night, 
but Grandma and Grandpa 
don’t want to go into the 
barn and have their hearts 
explode out of their chests. 
We’re not going to charge 
them in the park; it only 
costs you if you actually buy 
tickets to go to an attraction. 
Grandma and Grandpa can 
sit out in the safe zone in the 

fire pit area in the middle of 
the midway and see when 
their family members and 
grandchildren are in the line 
for the barn. They can watch 
their family get scared by 
the roaming actors, but 
they’re completely safe be-
cause we don’t let the actors 
go in there. They can get a 
s’mores or a hot chocolate 
and sit and hang out with 
them all night.”

Families are not simply 
in attendance at Fear Farm, 
they are also built on staff. 
Kent-Doolan spoke to The 
Reporter about her experi-
ence building a community 
in costume. 

“The biggest family that 
most people don’t consider 
is our staff,” Kent-Doolan 
said. “Fear Farm doesn’t 
have employees or workers, 
they’re all volunteers. We 
feed them and we give them 
a little bit of gas money, 
but they don’t get a lot out 
of helping with Fear Farm. 
However, there’s been mul-
tiple marriages from people 
that have met at Fear Farm 
on our staff. There’s peo-
ple that are engaged right 
now, and friendships for 
life. They get this commu-
nity that they never had. 
They get to be a part of this 
insanely crazy family that 
comes together 15 days a 
year. And you can always 
reach out to this extended 
Fear Farm family and the 
Kent-Doolans, and we’ve 
got your back.”

As someone who grew 
up prioritizing family, 
Kent-Doolan said her per-
sonal values were crucial to 
Fear Farm’s success.

“There used to be four 
generations that lived on this 
farm,” Kent-Doolan said. 
“Now there’s two. We were 
originally a horse farm, and 
then we became a traveling 
carnival. Whether it was the 
two generations now or the 
four generations then, we 
have always done whatev-
er we’ve done together. We 

live in a way that most peo-
ple don’t live anymore.”

Scares and thrills are 
their business, but Fear 
Farm is run by a kind family 
with benevolent core values.

“We’re Christians, and 
we’re very vocal about that. 
I was raised with very high 
standards. If the world stan-
dards are at my neck, my 
standards are way above my 
head. You’re accountable 
for your actions. We need 
to be good Christians, and 
we need to be good humans. 
We need to be kind and 
have grace. It is our job to 
love everybody, regardless. 
So when people come in to 
join this team, that’s what 
we start with. The world can 
be a very unkind and lone-
ly place. The older I get, 
the more I realize that’s the 
truth. Our team wouldn’t be 
amazing if they didn’t rise 
to the standard that was set.”

For Kent-Doolan’s fam-
ily, the Fear Farm has served 
as an outlet of creativity and 
passion over the years. Nev-
ertheless, it all started with a 
love of horror.

“My mother was a huge 
prankster,” Kent-Doolan 
said. “She loved all things 
scary, like those sorts of 
things where people go out 
in the woods with ghosts. 
[My mother and I] would 
watch these movies, and 
then my mother would al-
ways mess with me and do 
things to me that had hap-
pened in those movies. So 
I’d wake up to all the cab-
inets being open, or sticks 
being made into stars. She 
was always a prankster and 
always messing with me. I 
think that’s where my love 
[of horror] comes from.”

To test your limits and 
have a night of dreadful ex-
citement, go visit Indiana 
Fear Farm at 6736 S. Coun-
ty Road 500 West, James-
town, on Fridays through 
Sundays until Oct. 25. See 
IndianaFearFarm.com/
tickets to purchase tickets. 

Health Department launches 
Community Resources Survey
The REPORTER

The Hamilton 
County Health Depart-
ment invites commu-
nity members living or 
working in Hamilton 
County to participate 
in a brief survey about 
their awareness of 
community resources 
including health care, 
mental health services, and food assistance. 

The survey is open now and will remain 
available until 11:59 p.m. Jan. 6, 2027. Par-
ticipation is confidential and takes only a 
few minutes to complete.

The survey will measure awareness of 
local resources and help the Health Depart-

ment identify ways to make them easier to 
find as part of the Community Health Im-
provement Plan (CHIP).

“We have many great resources avail-
able in Hamilton County, but we know it’s 
not always easy to find the right help when 
you need it,” Health Department Admin-
istrator Jason LeMaster said. “This survey 
will help us understand where we can make 
that process easier for residents.”

To take the survey, go to bit.ly/ham-
co-survey.

LeMaster

Fear
from Page A1

Photo provided by Indiana Fear Farm
Some things are scarier in the dark, but this … uh 
… (backs away slowly) where did we park again?

Get Your Ticket to Indiana Fear Farm
When: Now through Oct. 25. Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 7 p.m. 

to 11 p.m.
Where: 6736 S. County Road 500 West, Jamestown.
Cost: Costs vary based on event, day of the week, and age. See website 

for more information.
Where to buy: Go to IndianaFearFarm.com/tickets for tickets.

Thanks for reading The Reporter!
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Photo provided by Bev Poindexter
This year’s Potter’s Bridge Fall Festival on Saturday, Oct. 3, was 
another big success. Families enjoyed live music, arts and crafts, 
lots of good food, and scenic views along the White River Greenway. 
While the bridge was cleared for pedestrian use after the August flood, 
crossings were managed a bit differently than in years past, with 
access limited to 250 people at a time.

Patrons pack Potter’s 
Bridge for fall festival

Looking to get involved in Westfield? 
WYAP seeks new board members

The REPORTER
Westfield Youth Assis-

tance Program (WYAP) is 
searching for new Board 
Members with various ex-
periences and skill sets.

WYAP serves youth in 
the community by connecting 
them with services such as 
mentoring, tutoring, mental 
health counseling, camps, en-

richment activities, and more.
WYAP holds several in-

credible events throughout the 
year, such as the Youth Recog-
nition Breakfast, “The Dou-
ble” Walk/Run, and its newest 
event, The Masquerade Ball.

WYAP’s Board Mem-
bers help make all of these 
amazing events happen, as 
well as so much more. If you 

want to make a difference 
and have a few hours to give 
every month to help youth 
in Westfield, learn more and 
apply at westfieldyap.org/
get-involved/join-a-board.

The deadline for appli-
cations is Friday, Oct. 23. 

If you have any ques-
tions, please email klogan@
westfieldyap.org.

The REPORTER
On Tuesday, Oct. 6, No-

blesville Schools inducted 
its Hall of Fame Class of 
2026 members at the No-
blesville Schools Commu-
nity Center. The four induct-
ees are:

• Chris Beaver, an 
NHS graduate, Miller Am-
bassador, district sponsor, 
and president of the Miller 
Backers athletic boosters;

• Sally Crow, a former 
educator who taught Lan-
guage Arts at Noblesville 
Schools for more than 30 
years and whose coaching 
led the high school to its 
first IHSAA championship 
in 1987 for any Noblesville 
girls team;

• Fred Farley, who 
served the district for 34 
years as a facilities supervi-
sor and director of the Trans-
portation Department; and

• Bruce Hitchcock, 
who taught social studies 
for more than 40 years and 
created the Washington, 
D.C. study program.

“We’re honored to 
recognize the significant 
contributions of these spe-
cial individuals who have 
played an important role in 
strengthening our schools 
and the Noblesville com-
munity,” Superintendent Dr. 
Dan Hile said.

This is the second year 

of the district’s new Hall 
of Fame program, which 
celebrates the legacy of 
those who have positive-
ly impacted the students, 
staff, and overall success of 
Noblesville Schools. Nom-
inations are open for future 
Hall of Fame inductees. 
Eligibility criteria, nomina-
tion guidelines and the ap-
plication to nominate can 
be found at tinyurl.com/
NoblesvilleHoFnomina-
tions.

Photos provided by Noblesville Schools
(TOP LEFT) Sally Crow displays her Hall of Fame plaque. (TOP RIGHT) Chris 
Beaver speaks during the induction ceremony on Oct. 6. (ABOVE LEFT) 
Fred Farley’s proud grandchildren show off his spot on the Hall of Fame 
monument. (ABOVE RIGHT) Although Bruce Hitchcock wasn’t able to 
attend, some of his former colleagues made sure to honor his plaque.

Noblesville Schools inducts 
Hall of Fame Class of 2026
Beaver, Crow, Farley & Hitchcock comprise second group of honorees
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I ask this question. Are 
our daughters safe? It’s 
2026, and I still hear men 
talking and making excus-
es. She should have … SE-
RIOUSLY??? What if it 
were their daughter? Does it 
have to be someone close to 
them before they show em-
pathy?

Fathers, teach your 
children well. They are lis-
tening and watching how 
you react to commercials, 
athletes, politicians, and en-
tertainers when women are 
disrespected in any way. 

I grew up with a dad 
who respected my mother 
and the women in his life. 
Dad said a man’s words 
speak loudly when it comes 
to moral character.

There are no excuses 
for disrespecting a wom-
an in any way. Husbands, 
your children listen to how 
you talk to your wife and 
how you treat her. Respect 
is both taught and caught. 

Again, teach your children 
well.

When respect, common 
decency, and moral integ-
rity are not taught at home, 
our society fails to do right 
by women, including hold-
ing those who harm them 
accountable. 

To the women reading 
this who have a story to tell, 
I’m sorry you endured such 
violence. I’m sorry you felt 
you had to stay silent. I’m 
sorry you never received 
justice. I’m sorry you are 
still dealing with PTSD. 

Dads, coaches, youth 
workers, and teachers: you 
need to have this discussion 
with the young men in your 
circle of influence. 

My friend, Lisa, is now a 
licensed professional coun-
selor and trauma therapist. 
She has written about trau-
ma in her book, The Trau-
ma Tree: Going Beyond 
Survival, Growing Toward 
Wholeness.  I recommend 

her book to survivors and to 
those who know them. She 
has quite a story to tell, es-
pecially about her healing.

Survivors, your voice 
matters. I hope you feel seen 
and heard. 

So, do you know her? If 
you know at least five wom-
en … you probably do.

It’s time to have the 
discussion. Perhaps they 
should have  it when they 

have the sex talk. 
Janet Hart Leonard 

can be contacted at janet 
hartleonard@gmail.com or 
followed on Facebook or Ins-
tagram (@janethartleonard). 
She is the recipient of the 
Reporter’s Spring 2025 Ink-
Stained Wretch award. Visit 
janethartleonard.com. You 
can purchase her book “When 
the Hart Speaks” at amazon.
com/dp/B0B1C7QKF6.

Photo provided by Janet Hart Leonard
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Early Voting Totals
Below are the number of early voters as of
Friday, Oct. 9, listed by polling location.

Learn more at tinyurl.com/VoteEarlyHamCo.

Judicial Center .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1,961
4-H Fairgrounds .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2,935
TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               4,896

Ballard Bayh Engling Shillings

The REPORTER
The second Indiana Sec-

retary of State debate took 
place Wednesday evening, 
Oct. 7.

The four candidates in 
this year’s Nov. 3 election 
are Independent Greg Bal-
lard (who is running under 
the Lincoln Party banner), 
Democrat Beau Bayh, Re-
publican Max Engling, and 

Libertarian Lauri Shillings.
University of Indianap-

olis political science pro-
fessor Dr. Laura Merrifield 
Wilson served as the mod-
erator.

The debate was put on 
by the Indiana Debate Com-
mission. You watch a video 
of the debate at WFYI.org 
and at IndianaDebate-
Commission.com.

Where to rewatch Indiana 
Secretary of State debate

Carmel’s College Wood Elementary 
earns ‘Blue Ribbon’ designation

The REPORTER
On Monday, Oct. 5, 

Governor Mike Braun 
announced recipients of 
the second annual Indi-
ana Blue Ribbon Schools 
designation. This year, 16 
public and private schools 
across the state were se-
lected for this recognition 
for their exceptional ac-
ademic achievement and 
commitment to student 
success.

College Wood Elemen-
tary Schools in Carmel is 
among the designees.

“Indiana’s Blue Rib-
bon Schools represent our 
state’s commitment to en-
suring every student has 
the opportunity to thrive,” 
Gov. Braun said. “These 
schools continue to set the 
bar high and show what 
is possible when families, 
schools, and communities 
work together to create 
classrooms where students 
are supported and prepared 
for the future.” 

The Indiana Blue Rib-
bon Schools designation 
celebrates schools that 
demonstrate exemplary 
academic performance and 
innovative approaches to 
meeting the needs of stu-
dents. These schools have 
fostered environments 
of excellence, serving as 
models of educational 
leadership and impact for 
communities statewide and 
beyond.

“With more than 2,300 
K-12 schools across Indi-
ana, to be named one of 
the top 16 is an incredible 
accomplishment,” Indiana 
Secretary of Education Dr. 
Katie Jenner said. “This 
level of excellence is only 
possible when strong edu-
cators work hand-in-hand 
with families to meet the 
unique needs of every 
learner.” 

The National Blue Rib-
bon Schools designation 
was first established in 
1982.

According to Seif, pub-
lishing their very own re-
view will give kids an op-
portunity to develop critical 
literary analysis skills at a 
young age. Students will 
learn not to just tell audienc-
es about a book, but show it 
through examples and evi-
dence in a story.

Seif said she wants the 
children to have fun and en-
gage meaningfully through 
activities like “theater” 
where students would bring 
in props from home and 
reenact scenes from their 
novel.

“It’s just not a book club,” 
Seif said. “They are not just 
reading silently and answer-
ing questions. They’re grow-
ing a toolkit of skills that will 
continue to benefit them the 
rest of their lives.”

There is still time to 
get your children involved 
in this program. Education 
Station is registering new 
students until Oct. 17. The 
cost is $125, including all 
materials, for four weeks.

You can find more in-
formation on how to join 
online at tinyurl.com/ 
LiteraryLeadersInfo.

Club
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will bring hands-on science 
experiences to approximate-
ly 100 kindergarten stu-
dents, encouraging curiosity 
and exploration through in-
teractive learning.

At Monon Trail El-
ementary, Literacy for 
All Learners will provide 
kindergarten classrooms 
with hands-on, multisen-
sory resources designed to 
strengthen letter recogni-
tion, phonemic awareness, 
and early phonics skills. The 
reusable materials can sup-
port students and educators 
for years to come.

At the newly opened 
Midland Crossing Elemen-
tary, Building Tomorrow’s 
STEM Explorers will pro-
vide reusable STEM mate-
rials for more than 120 sec-
ond-grade students each year. 
Students will have opportu-
nities to plan, build, test, and 
improve their designs while 
strengthening creativity, col-
laboration, problem-solving, 
and perseverance.

At Shamrock Springs 
Elementary, Cut. Build. 
Create. will give approxi-
mately 500 students access 

to tools that transform recy-
cled cardboard into sculp-
tures, architectural models, 
and original creations while 
incorporating art, engineer-
ing, and problem-solving.

At Washington Woods 
Elementary, the All About 
That Bass grant will add 
new instruments to the mu-
sic classroom, expanding 
opportunities for students to 
learn and perform.

At Cool Creek Elemen-
tary, Building Successful 
Learners Through Mindful 
Breaks will provide third-
grade students with screen-
free opportunities to recharge 
and refocus, supporting stu-
dent wellness alongside aca-
demic learning.

The impact continues 
as students move through 
Westfield Middle School.

Through the A Street 
Through Time project, 
WMS students will use il-
lustrated resources to visu-
alize civilizations and bet-
ter understand how people 
lived throughout history. 
The Career Exploration for 
All grant will help about 
800 eighth-grade stu-

dents participate in Junior 
Achievement JobSpark, 
connecting classroom learn-
ing with careers and future 
possibilities.

At Westfield High 
School, Teacher-Led Grants 
continue that investment, 
providing educators with 
additional resources to cre-
ate relevant, engaging learn-
ing experiences as students 
prepare for college, careers, 
and life beyond Westfield 
Washington Schools.

These are just a few 
examples of the 85 edu-
cator ideas now becoming 
opportunities for students 
across Westfield Washing-
ton Schools.

Made possible by
the community

WEF’s Teacher-Led 
Grant Program is possible 
because of the generosity of 
individuals, families, busi-
nesses, and organizations 
that believe in Westfield’s 
students and educators.

The Westfield Educa-
tion Foundation extends 
special thanks to the com-
munity partners support-
ing the Teacher-Led Grant 

Program:
• Ann  K. Gotwald Fund 

for STEM Education
• Community First Bank 

of Indiana
• CORE Construction
• CSO Architects
• Elements Financial
• Garmong Construction
• Hagerman Construc-

tion
• Meyer Najem Con-

struction
• Performance Services
• Schmidt Associates
WEF also extends its 

sincere appreciation to 
the Advancing Westfield 
Foundation for its $28,000 
investment in Westfield 
elementary schools and 
to the elementary PTOs 
and school principals who 
worked alongside WEF to 
identify classroom needs 
and maximize the impact of 
those resources.

Together, these part-
nerships show an import-
ant part of WEF’s work: 
bringing together the com-
munity’s generosity and 
resources and connecting 
them directly to the needs of 
students and educators.

Grants
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5th District race: Spartz & Ford 
agree on need for AI regulation
By GARRETT BERGQUIST
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Both candidates for a north central 
Indiana congressional seat say Con-
gress must establish guardrails for ar-
tificial intelligence.

Rep. Victoria Spartz, R-Ind., 
seeks a fourth term representing In-
diana’s 5th Congressional District. 
The district covers Hamilton, Tipton, 
Howard, Grant, Madison, and Del-
aware counties. It is one of only two 
Indiana congressional districts with a 
single-digit partisan voting index rat-
ing from the Cook Political Report, 
currently at R+8. On Friday, the Cook 
Political Report changed its projection 
for the race from “Safe Republican” 
to “Likely Republican.” This means 

analysts still do not consider the race 
competitive but believe it has the po-
tential to become so.

Spartz faces a challenge from J.D. 
Ford, a Democratic state senator. In 
2018, Ford flipped party control of the 
29th Senate District, which includes 
portions of Carmel and Zionsville as 
well as the west side of Indianapolis. 

Although Hamilton County is histori-
cally a Republican stronghold, the sub-
urbs close to Indianapolis have drifted 
toward the Democratic camp. Donald 
Trump’s electoral margin there shrank 
between 2016 and 2024.

Both candidates sat down for inter-
views with All INdiana Politics.

Spartz frequently criticizes health 
care costs and hospital pricing poli-
cies. She blames those costs for the 
U.S. national debt topping $40 tril-
lion. Spartz wants to strengthen a price 
transparency law Congress passed two 
years ago.

“There’s a lot of flaws in that bill. 
So that bill has to be fixed,” she said. 
“I was hoping we can get it done in 

Ford Spartz

See Race . . . Page A5
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Heights names six
September Coffee 

Bean Award recipients
Submitted by
Hamilton Heights 
School Corporation

Hamilton Heights High 
School recognizes the fol-
lowing students who were 
named as Coffee Bean 
Award recipients for the 
month of September. They 
include Gavan Hite, Lillie 
Hooper, Fiona McDon-
ald, Tyler Miller, Addison 
Mize, and Addison Webb.

The name and award, 
inspired by The Coffee 
Bean, a book written by 
Jon Gordon and Damon 
West, delivers a simple, yet 
powerful message on pos-
itive change. All students 
nominated receive a cer-

tificate of recognition. At 
the end of the month, the 
names of the students who 
were nominated during the 
month are included in a 
drawing where the first sev-
en names drawn are called 
down to the office to enjoy 
a hot chocolate or coffee 
and a donut.

The monthly award ob-
jective is to encourage more 
acts of kindness, positivity, 
school spirit, and help fos-
ter a closer sense of com-
munity at the high school. 
Students and staff can nom-
inate students. You can send 
a nomination by visiting 
our Student Services page 
at hs.hhschuskies.org.

Photo provided by Hamilton Heights School Corporation
(From left) Fiona McDonald, Gavan Hite, Tyler 
Miller, Lillie Hooper, and Addison Mize. Not 
pictured: Addison Webb.  

HCCF receives $35,000
grant for workforce training
The REPORTER

On Tuesday, Oct. 6, the 
Duke Energy Foundation 
announced it is awarding 
$35,000 to the Hamilton 
County Community Foun-
dation to support workforce 
development efforts.

HCCF plans to advance 
three goals with this fund-
ing: build a coordinated em-
ployer engagement model 
for Hamilton County adult 

workforce programs; ex-
pand Ivy Tech Community 
College student internships 
with local employers; and 
establish the multi-county 
Suburban Indy Workforce 
Partnership.

The shareholder-funded 
grants aim to equip Hoosiers 
with in-demand skills and 
industry-recognized creden-
tials to meet the needs of the 
region’s employers.

September. Maybe after the 
election, Democrats will ac-
tually work better with us.”

Spartz, who became a 
U.S. citizen through natural-
ization, supports the Trump 
administration’s deportation 
strategy. She said some re-
cent controversies regarding 
immigration raids happen 
because of the high number 
of people believed to be in 
the country without legal 
documentation, estimated 
at 12 million. In some cas-
es, raids have affected U.S. 
citizens or lawful perma-
nent residents. She said her 
office is ready to help if that 
happens.

Spartz said Congress 
needs to provide regula-
tions for AI. She said previ-
ous data privacy legislation 
would have addressed some 
concerns about AI, but Con-
gress missed an opportunity 
to lead on the issue.

“We have to have a se-
rious conversation because 
there are a lot of threats with 
national but international 
threats because this could 
be also by our adversaries,” 
she said.

Ford said he is running 
because too many people 
struggle to pay for gas and 
groceries. He attributes that 
problem partly to the war 
in Iran. Ford said Congress 
has failed to meet its re-
sponsibility under the War 
Powers Act and needs to use 
its control over spending to 
limit the conflict.

While Ford supports 
the idea of enforcing im-
migration laws, he believes 
the Trump administration’s 
deportation efforts are ex-
cessive and racially moti-
vated. He said Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
agents should wear body 
cameras and obtain war-
rants before making arrests. 
He also said agents should 
not wear masks. Ford said 

he supports a path to citi-
zenship for people brought 
to the country as children 
and for those who have been 
working and paying taxes.

“They’ve demonstrated 
that they’ve been good cit-
izens to our country, but yet, 
people are being arrested for 
showing up to court hear-
ings,” he said. “They’re be-
ing arrested for just simply 
existing and I don’t think 
that’s right.”

Ford, who served on the 
Indiana General Assembly’s 
AI task force, said Congress 
should pass legislation to 
regulate AI. He said he is 
willing to work with anyone 
in that body, regardless of 
party. Ford criticized Con-
gress for going on recess af-
ter AI CEOs warned that un-
checked technology could 
pose an existential threat to 
humanity.

“AI does good things 
but can also be used for ne-
farious reasons and we want 
to make sure we put some 
guardrails around that,” he 
said.

On the national debt, 
Ford said the Trump ad-
ministration’s Department 
of Government Efficiency, 
or DOGE, was a good idea 
in theory but suffered from 
poor execution. He said the 
government can rein in the 
debt by cutting waste and 
avoiding conflicts like the 
war with Iran.

Early voting is under-
way through noon Nov. 2 at 
local election offices. Elec-
tion Day is Nov. 3 at polling 
places.

All INdiana Politics 
airs at 9:30 a.m. Sunday on 
WISH-TV and at 11:30 p.m. 
Sunday on WRTV.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/news/5th-dis-
trict-race-spartz-and-ford-
agree-on-need-for-ai-regu-
lation.

Race
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Photos provided by Hamilton Southeastern Schools
National Merit Scholars from Fishers High School (left) and Hamilton Southeastern High School (right) 
are among the top 1 percent high schoolers in the United States based on their PSAT results.

HSE Schools’ 14 National Merit
Scholars exemplify journey of a student
Submitted by HSE Schools

“Excellence Starts Here’’ 
isn’t just Hamilton South-
eastern Schools’ motto. It’s 
the standard of success that 
drives every facet of the dis-
trict. From the athletic field 
to the performing arts stage, 
to vibrant student clubs and 
rigorous coursework, every 
accomplishment is rooted in 
a shared commitment to high 
expectations.

Nowhere is that stan-
dard clearer than in the 
achievements of Fishers 
High School (FHS) and 
Hamilton Southeastern 
High School’s (HSE-
HS) 2027 National Merit 
Scholarship Semifinalists, 
including nine from FHS 
and five from HSEHS, who 
were honored at a breakfast 
on Thursday, Oct. 1.

Congratulations to these 
students on this outstanding 
academic achievement:

Fishers High School
• Asher Burgoyne
• Cooper Chapple
• Sashi Ganapaneni
• Owen Jerrell
• Abeer Khan
• Abiola Olutayo
• Allison Svilenov
• Seth Tennekoon
• Ben Wu

Hamilton Southeastern 
High School

• Thomas Bezza
• Liam Kenyon
• Tyler Orris
• William Pence
• Hojin Shin
Established in 1955, the 

National Merit Scholarship 

Program remains one of the 
most prestigious academic 
competitions in the United 
States. The program recog-
nizes exceptional academic 
achievement and identifies 
some of the nation’s highest 
performing students.

Both schools’ honorees 
represent the top 1 percent 
of high school seniors na-
tionwide based on their 
performance on the prelim-
inary SAT (PSAT). These 
students now advance in 
the competition for nearly 
7,000 National Merit Schol-
arships, worth approximate-
ly $26 million, awarded in 
spring 2027.

The designation opens 
doors to transformative 
higher education opportu-
nities. Many universities, 
such as the University of 
Evansville, recruit finalists 
with full-ride scholarship 
offers, turning years of ded-
ication into college funding.

While the National Mer-
it title is awarded in high 
school, it is not based on a 
single test day’s effort. It 
is the culmination of a dis-
trict-wide journey that be-
gins the moment a student 
enters kindergarten.

“One of the things that 
really prepares students well 
is to have a challenging, rig-
orous, relevant curriculum 
throughout their journey,” 
said Jason Urban, assistant 
superintendent of secondary 
education. “It’s a journey that 
starts in elementary school 
through having a culture 

of expecting high levels of 
learning for every student.”

To ensure every student 
stays on target, HSE uses 
early testing as a growth 
tool rather than a hurdle. 
Freshmen and sophomores 
take practice exams to gain 
skill-by-skill feedback, giv-
ing parents, teachers, and 
counselors actionable data 
to tailor schedules and chal-
lenge students through Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) and 
Dual Credit courses.

“There isn’t an ideal 
‘type’ of student,” Urban 
said. “Every student brings 
their own learning style and 
experiences. What they all 
share is a love of learning. If 
you love to learn and you’re 
in an environment at school 
and at home that reinforces 
that, great things happen.”

HSE Schools’ Journey 
of a Student framework 
serves as the blueprint for 
nurturing well-rounded, 
capable leaders. By focus-
ing on key skills, attributes 
and dispositions through-
out their school years, the 
district prepares students to 
excel in any discipline.

“It was rewarding to see 
the work I had put into pre-
paring reflected in the rec-
ognition, and I’m grateful to 
have earned the opportunity 
to be a part of this group 
of scholars,” said Allison 
Svilenov, a scholar from 
FHS. “Having teachers that 
genuinely cared about their 
students and were passion-
ate about teaching had a tre-

mendous impact on the type 
of student I am today.”

HSE Schools inten-
tionally elevates academic 
milestones to match the en-
ergy of athletic state cham-
pionships or performing arts 
accolades. Both Fishers and 
Hamilton Southeastern high 
schools celebrate National 
Merit honorees with special 
family breakfasts, giving 
academic excellence the 
spotlight and community 
praise it deserves.

“Being named a semifi-
nalist feels less like valida-
tion and more like a shared 
achievement with my 
school,” said Thomas Bez-
za, a scholar from HSEHS. 
It reminds me how fortunate 
I am to be surrounded by 
passionate HSE educators, 
my thoughtful friends, and 
my supportive family. It also 
serves as fuel for tackling 
future academic challenges. 
Work hard, play hard, and 
on test day, trust yourself 
and your preparation.”

Ultimately, these mile-
stones celebrate far more 
than individual test scores. 
They recognize the vast 
support system behind each 
child – the family members, 
mentors, teachers, and com-
munity members who poured 
into them along the way. 
Honoring the student honors 
that collective journey.

To learn more about 
how HSE prepares students 
for lifelong success, visit 
hseschools.org/academics/
journey-of-a-student.

HAND opens six new
affordable homes in Carmel

Home Place Duets demonstrates a collaborative
approach to creating housing & supporting families
The REPORTER

Hamilton County Area 
Neighborhood Development 
(HAND) recently celebrated 
the opening of Home Place 
Duets, marking the comple-
tion of six new affordable 
three-bedroom rental homes 
in Carmel.

HAND welcomed com-
munity partners and support-
ers to the property Tuesday, 
Sept. 29, for an Open House 
and Ribbon Cutting, giving 
guests an opportunity to tour 
the completed homes before 
residents begin moving in.

Located at the corner of 
108 & McPherson Street in 
the Home Place area, Home 
Place Duets includes three 
duplex buildings designed 
to fit naturally into the sur-
rounding neighborhood, 
with an emphasis on quali-
ty, durability, and long-term 
community benefit. One of 
the six homes is handicap 
accessible.

Residents will be re-
ferred through Prevail, Inc. 
and Family Promise of 
Hamilton County. HAND 
will own and manage the 
homes, while the two orga-
nizations will continue pro-
viding services and support 
to the families they refer.

“Home Place Duets is a 
great example of what can 
happen when organizations 
bring different resources and 
expertise together around a 
shared need,” said Andrea 
Davis, HAND Executive 
Director. “HAND brings our 
experience developing, own-
ing, and managing affordable 
housing, while Prevail and 
Family Promise bring the re-
lationships and services they 

provide to families. Each or-
ganization brings something 
different to the table, and to-
gether we can provide both 
a quality place to call home 
and ongoing support.”

Each home has a prop-
erty-based housing voucher 
that remains with the unit. 
Qualified residents will pay 
30 percent of their income 
toward rent, with utilities 
included. To qualify for a re-
ferral to Home Place Duets, 
applicants must be experi-
encing homelessness or flee-
ing domestic violence.

The opening comes as 
HAND continues to see sig-
nificant demand for afford-
able housing. From January 
through August 2026, 560 
people completed HAND’s 
online housing interest form 
asking to be added to its 
waiting list. With the com-
pletion of Home Place Duets, 
HAND now owns and man-
ages 163 affordable homes 
across 12 rental communities 
in Hamilton, Boone, and Tip-
ton counties. 

Home Place Duets rep-
resents one response to that 
need: adding quality hous-
ing in a community where 

affordable options can be 
difficult to find. The small-
scale development adds six 
homes while fitting into 
an established residential 
neighborhood, giving fam-
ilies the opportunity to re-
main connected to the com-
munity. 

“At the end of the day, 
this work is about more than 
completing a development,” 
Davis said. “It’s about mak-
ing sure people have the op-
portunity to live in a quality 
home and remain part of the 
communities where they 
work, raise their families and 
build their lives.” 

The collaborative ap-
proach extended to the de-
velopment itself. The $3 
million Home Place Duets 
development was made pos-
sible through a combination 
of public and private invest-
ment, including HOME-
ARP funding through the 
Indiana Housing & Com-
munity Development Au-
thority, Hamilton County 
Community Development 
Block Grant funds and fi-
nancing from Lake City 
Bank. Home Place Duets 
was developed by HAND 

with H-E Homes serving as 
custom home builder, Inher-
ent Commercial as owner’s 
representative and CEC Inc. 
as engineer. 

As the long-term own-
er and property manager, 
HAND will continue caring 
for the homes and serving the 
Home Place Duets communi-
ty after residents move in.

Residents are expected 
to begin moving into Home 
Place Duets in October. 

About HAND
Founded in 2003, Ham-

ilton County Area Neigh-
borhood Development, 
Inc. (HAND) is a nonprofit 
organization that provides 
quality affordable housing 
and advocates for housing 
options where everyone can 
thrive. HAND develops, 
owns, and manages afford-
able rental communities in 
Hamilton, Boone, and Tip-
ton counties. 

Today, HAND owns 
and manages 163 afford-
able homes across 12 rental 
communities and continues 
working to build and pre-
serve housing options for 
individuals and families 
throughout Central Indiana.

Photo provided by HAND
Residents of the new Home Place Duets in Carmel will be referred 
through Prevail, Inc. and Family Promise of Hamilton County. 

Westfield Lions Club
celebrate 96 years of

service with Anniversary 
Dinner & awards

By JEFF LARRISON
Westfield Lions Club

The Westfield Lions 
Club celebrated 96 years of 
service to the community on 
Oct. 1 with its annual Anni-
versary Dinner, recognizing 
several members for their 
outstanding contributions to 
the club and the community.

Twenty-seven Lions re-
ceived Perfect Attendance 
pins at the meeting, including 
Ted Engelbrecht, who was 
recognized for 55 years of 
perfect attendance, and Bob 
Benson, who has achieved 
an impressive 57 years.

Joel Davis was awarded 
a Richard Miyamoto Fellow-
ship for his dedicated service 
to the club and the commu-
nity. The award is named in 
honor of Dr. Richard Miya-
moto, renowned for his work 
in audiology and speech and 
language pathology. The 
fellowship was presented 
by Past District Governor 
Eric Schuman, a trustee for 
the Indiana Lions Speech & 
Hearing Project.

Lions Bill Nesbitt and 
Dr. Kathleen Busby received 
the Indiana School for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired 
Fellowship for their volun-
teer efforts involving vision 
screening of elementary 
school students and collab-
orating with the club to pro-
vide eye exams and glasses 
for those in financial need.

The Mark Hallett Me-
morial “First Responders 
Award” was presented to Li-
ons Jacqui and Dennis Lloyd. 
The award recognizes new 
and newer Lions who have 
been quick to answer the call 
to service, going above and 
beyond in fulfilling the Lions 
Club motto, “We Serve.”

The award was estab-
lished in memory of Lion 
Mark Hallett, a retired fire 

fighter who passed away 
unexpectedly in 2025. Al-
though Mark was a new 
Lion, he made an immediate 
impact on the club through 
his hard work and willing-
ness to serve others.

The Melvin Jones Fel-
lowship, one of the highest 
honors in Lions Clubs In-
ternational, was presented to 
Carrie Larrison. Carrie was 
recognized for her extensive 
service to the club, including 
volunteering at numerous 
events and projects, recruit-
ing several new members, 
and serving the community.

The Roy O. Hadley Lion 
of the Year Award was pre-
sented to Linda Hallett. Lin-
da’s hard work on the Club’s 
Golf Outing Committee was 
instrumental in the success 
of this year’s event. She 
has also recruited numerous 
members into the club and 
regularly volunteers at club 
events and projects.

In addition to the awards 
presentation, Hamilton 
County Commissioner Mark 
Heirbrandt provided the Li-
ons with an update on sev-
eral major developments 
taking place throughout the 
county. He discussed sever-
al infrastructure projects in 
the works and provided an 
update on the County’s flood 
recovery efforts.

About the Westfield
Lions Club

The Westfield Lions 
Club was founded in 1930 
and has been serving West-
field and the citizens of Ham-
ilton County for 96 years. 
The club is always looking 
for men and women who are 
interested in stepping up to 
serve others and make a dif-
ference in their community. 
For more information about 
the Westfield Lions Club and 
how to become a member, 
visit westfieldlions.org.

Photo provided
(From left) Dennis Lloyd (Mark Hallett Memorial 
Award), Linda Hallett (Lion of the Year), Jacqui 
Lloyd (Mark Hallett Memorial Award), and Carrie 
Larrison (Melvin Jones Fellowship).

Photos provided
(ABOVE) Eric Schuman and Joel Davis, who 
won the Miyamoto Fellowship. (BELOW) Jeff 
Larrison and Bill Nesbitt, who received the 
ISBVI Fellowship. (BOTTOM) Jeff Larrison and 
Dr. Kathleen Busby, who received the ISBVI Fellowship.

https://www.hseschools.org/academics/journey-of-a-student
https://www.hseschools.org/academics/journey-of-a-student
http://www.westfieldlions.org/
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Photo provided by St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church

St. Christopher’s 
Pumpkin Sale, now 

through Oct. 31
Submitted

Fall is here, and St. 
Christopher’s Episcopal 
Church has brought back its 
annual Pumpkin Sale.

There you’ll find more 
than 600 pumpkins and 
gourds in all shapes and 
sizes – star gourds, swan 
gourds, and elf houses – 
perfect for decorating your 
home for fall. Everything 
will be available through 
Oct. 31 on the side lawn of 
the church.

St. Christopher’s is lo-
cated at 1402 W. Main St., 
Carmel. The pumpkin sale 
has something for every-
one, from the perfect porch 
pumpkin to colorful gourds 

for fall decorating.
Even better, 100 percent 

of the proceeds benefit the 
Hamilton County Harvest 
Food Bank, which provides 
food to more than 30 local 
food pantries serving neigh-
bors throughout Hamilton 
County. St. Christopher’s 
loves that this simple fall 
tradition directly helps to 
put food on the tables of 
neighbors right here in 
Hamilton County.

So pick a pumpkin and 
make a difference.
Pumpkin patch hours
• Monday to Friday: Noon 

to 8 p.m.
• Saturday: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
• Sunday: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Get for Carmel Clay Parks & Rec’s 
Sensory Friendly Trick-or-Treat Trail
The REPORTER

A not-so-spooky Hal-
loween celebration is re-
turning this October with 
Carmel Clay Park & Rec-
reation’s (CCPR) Sensory 
Friendly Trick-or-Treat 
Trail. Individuals with dis-
abilities and their families 
are invited to enjoy an af-
ternoon of fun on Saturday, 
Oct. 24, from 1 to 3 p.m. at 
River Heritage Park, 11813 
River Road. 

The event offers a sen-
sory friendly alternative to 
traditional trick-or-treat-
ing, allowing participants 

to enjoy the fun of Hallow-
een without loud music, 
frightening decorations 
and other spooky surpris-
es. Friendly volunteers 
dressed in non-threatening 
costumes will hand out 
treats along River Heri-
tage Park’s fully accessible 
trails, with seasonal games 
and activities available at 
the end of the trail. 

“Everyone, regardless 
of age or ability, should 
have an opportunity to en-
joy Halloween,” said Kelvin 
Solares, CCPR Inclusion 
Program Supervisor. “Sen-

sory Friendly Trick-or-Treat 
Trail gives individuals and 
their families a chance to 
celebrate in a way that feels 
comfortable for them while 
still enjoying what makes 
the holiday special.”

Registration for the Sen-
sory Friendly Trick-or-Treat 
Trail is $7 per trick-or-treat-
er, while accompanying 
family members are free. 
Preregistration is required at 
this link. Trick-or-treaters 
should bring their own bag 
or basket for candy. 

Want to get involved? 
Volunteers are needed to 

hand out treats, host ac-
tivities, and help with set-
up/teardown. Sign up to 
volunteer at tinyurl.com/
k2er4kdb. Local organi-
zations are also invited to 
participate by handing out 
candy, promotional items, 
or other goodies along the 
trail. Organizations interest-
ed in participating can con-
tact Kelvin Solares at kso-
lares@carmelclayparks.
com for more information. 

To learn more about 
CCPR adaptive programs, 
visit carmelclayparks.
com/programs/adaptive.

Submitted by 
City of Westfield

Celebrate the Hallow-
een season with an evening 
of candy, entertainment, 
and family fun from 4:30 
to 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 23, at 
Grand Junction Plaza, 225 
S. Union St., Westfield, for 
Trick-or-Treating in the 
Plaza, presented by NSpire 
Church.

This free community 
event will feature more 
than 60 local businesses 
and organizations hand-
ing out treats and candy to 
children of all ages. Cos-
tumes are encouraged but 
are not required to partici-
pate in the fun.

“One of Westfield’s 
greatest strengths is the 
way our community comes 
together,” Mayor Scott 
Willis said. “Trick-or-
Treating in the Plaza is a 
fun, safe way for families 
to celebrate the season, 
make memories and enjoy 
time with neighbors.”

In addition to trick-or-
treating, families can enjoy 
a full evening of Hallow-
een entertainment through-
out Grand Junction Pla-
za. Guests can enjoy live 
dance performances, while 
a magician will perform 
four shows throughout the 
evening in the amphithe-
ater. Guests can also join in 
the fun at a silent disco par-
ty, enjoy complimentary 
face painting, take a ghost 
tour through Old Friends 
Cemetery and other his-
toric areas of downtown 
Westfield, and purchase a 
Ghoulish Game Card for 
$10 to participate in car-
nival games throughout 
the Plaza. Proceeds from 
Ghoulish Game Card sales 
benefit Family Promise of 
Hamilton County.

At 6 p.m., the Great 
Lawn will transform into 
an outdoor movie theater 

for a showing of Goose-
bumps on the big screen. 
Attendees are encouraged 
to bring blankets and lawn 
chairs and settle in for the 
movie.

Attendees can also 
help support local families 
through a donation drive 
benefiting Family Prom-
ise of Hamilton County. 
Guests are encouraged to 
bring one or more of Fam-
ily Promise’s Top 5 Most 
Needed Items: canned 
foods, all-purpose cleaner, 
hand soap, Clorox wipes, 
and body wash. Dona-
tions can be dropped off at 
the NSpire Church booth 
during Trick-or-Treating in 
the Plaza.

Versiti Blood Center 
will also hold a blood drive 
during Trick-or-Treating 
in the Plaza. Community 
members are encouraged 
to make an appointment 
in advance to donate blood 
during the event. Regis-
ter to donate blood with 
Versiti at tinyurl.com/ 
5sd222kb.

Free parking is avail-
able in designated on-street 
spaces along Union and 
Mill streets, as well as the 
public lots at Park and Pop-
lar streets. Parking in The 
Union garage is free for 
the first three hours, with a 
small fee for each addition-
al hour. A complimentary 
shuttle will run for the du-
ration of the event between 
the Westfield Washing-
ton Public Library, 17400 
Westfield Blvd., and Grand 
Junction Plaza.

Official trick-or-treat-
ing hours are 5 to 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 31. Motor-
ists should use extra cau-
tion when driving through 
residential areas as there 
may be heavier foot traffic. 
Trick-or-treaters, please be 
cautious of vehicular traf-
fic when crossing streets.

Photo provided by City of Westfield

Family Fall Festival brings community
together at Bethel Lutheran Church

Submitted
A growing partnership 

between Legacy Christian 
School and Bethel Lutheran 
Church is once again bring-
ing families together for an 
afternoon of fall festivities 
and community connection.

The two organizations 
will hold their third annual 
Family Fall Festival from 1 
to 5 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 17, 
at Bethel Lutheran Church, 
20650 Cumberland Road, 
Noblesville. Geared for kids 
in preschool through fifth 
grade, this free event has fun 
in store for the whole family.

The festival will feature 
a huge corn pit, pumpkin sta-
tion, face painting, hayrides, 
game alley, pedal cars, basket-
ball, frisbee golf, line dancing, 
campfire foods, fall treats, 
touch a fire truck, police car 
and tractor and many other 
family-friendly activities.

While the festival is a 
relatively new tradition, the 
relationship between Legacy 
Christian School and Bethel 
Lutheran Church began sev-

eral years ago.
Legacy Christian School, 

a PreK-12 Christian school 
located on Lakeview Drive 
in Noblesville, was looking 
for additional space as the 
school expanded to include 
its state-accredited high 
school. That need led to a 
partnership with Bethel Lu-
theran Church, which opened 
the doors of its educational 
wing to Legacy’s preschool 
program.

The preschool is now 
in its fourth year at Bethel, 
bringing young children and 
their families to the church 
campus throughout the 
school week.

For Bethel, the partner-
ship has provided an oppor-
tunity to use its existing fa-
cilities to support a growing 
ministry in the community. 
For Legacy, it has provid-
ed a home for its preschool 
program while creating new 
relationships between the 
school, church, and families.

The partnership also re-
flects a shared emphasis on 

serving others.
Bethel Lutheran Church 

supports a variety of commu-
nity and outreach ministries, 
including a bi-weekly food 
pantry, Scouting America 
troops, Classical Conversa-
tions and Bible Study Fel-
lowship, among others. The 
church’s outreach is centered 
on using its resources to 
serve and bless others in the 
community.

Legacy Christian School 
similarly emphasizes service 
and leadership alongside 
academics rooted in a bibli-
cal worldview. Students are 
encouraged to look beyond 
themselves and find ways to 
serve others throughout their 
school experience.

The Family Fall Festival 
grew from those shared val-
ues, providing an opportuni-
ty for the church and school 
to welcome the broader 
community onto the Bethel 
campus.

Now in its third year, or-
ganizers say the event is be-
coming an annual tradition 

for local families. In addition 
to providing an afternoon of 
free activities, the festival of-
fers an opportunity for fam-
ilies to meet their neighbors, 
build relationships and enjoy 
the fall season together.

The event is free and 
open to the public, and fam-
ilies from Noblesville and 
surrounding communities are 
invited to attend.

The Family Fall Festi-
val is made possible in part 
through the support of local 
businesses and community 
sponsors, including Rus-
sell Farms Pumpkin Patch, 
Blake’s Cottage Bakes, 
Well’s Amish Furniture, 
Without Borders, The Col-
lective on the Square, Bram-
mer Financial, Harbour Town 
Martial Arts, 10th Street Pho-
tography, ADS Cabinets, and 
Carter’s Play Place.

Organizers invite fami-
lies to join Legacy Christian 
School and Bethel Luther-
an Church on Oct. 17 for an 
afternoon of fall fun, fellow-
ship, and community.

Photos provided

Brewing up fall fun at Clay Terrace
By AIDA KARIM
news@readthereporter.com

What better way to tap 
into the Halloween Spirit 
than through a family-friend-
ly night of fall festivities? 
On Saturday, Oct. 17, from 
2 to 6 p.m., Clay Terrace, 
14390 Clay Terrace Blvd., 
Carmel, will hold its annual 
Boo ‘n Brew Fall Festival, 
which will feature renowned 
pumpkin-carver Eric Jones.

The Reporter spoke with 
Christine Foulke, Marketing 
& Events Manager at Clay 
Terrace, about the 14th an-
nual festival.

According to Foulke, 
Boo ‘n Brew started off as a 
community trick-or-treating 
event. 

“We wanted to drive foot 
traffic to the center,” Foulke 
said, “but also be known as a 
place for community gather-
ings where people feel safe, 
where they can hang out, and 
see what else we have going 
on here.”

Foulke told The Report-
er the trick-or-treating is the 
main attraction of the event. 

“We have youngsters 
coming in costume, trick or 
treating with their parents or 
family,” she said. 

Foulke said children will 
also have the chance to en-
joy an educational Silly Sa-

fari show. She said in years 
past Silly Safari showcased a 
variety of animals from rep-
tiles to eagles.

According to Foulke, 
Boo ‘n Brew doesn’t ex-
clusively cater to children. 
Clay Terrace will bring 
in Upland Brewing, Field 
Brewing, and Bier Brewery 
to curate a “family-friendly 
beer garden.”

This year the event will 
welcome acclaimed pump-
kin-carver Eric Jones. He is a 
2023 Guinness World Record 
Holder, Winner of Food Net-
work’s Outrageous Pump-
kins, and a finalist in Food 
Network’s Halloween Wars. 

Community members have 
the chance to watch Jones in 
action as he carves pumpkins 
during the entire event.

Foulke said families can 
engage with an assortment 
of additional activities like 
hay-riding, pumpkin deco-
rating, a corn maze, and a pet 
costume contest. While fam-
ilies enjoy the festivities, lo-
cal bands Jam Box and Toy 
Factory will perform.

“[The bands] bring the 
energy and kind of set the 
mood for the whole event, 
and you can hear the music 
all throughout the center,” 
Foulke said.

Foulke said she knows 

there are always numerous 
events hosted for families 
year-round. 

“We truly appreciate 
people coming back year af-
ter year,” she said. “We talk-
ed to families each year, they 
say they’ve been coming 
since their kids were babies 
and now their kids are 7.”

According to Foulke, 
Boo ‘n Brew has become 
an annual event for a lot of 
people, and Clay Terrace 
“enjoys putting it on for the 
people who love it.”

You can find more in-
formation online at clay-
terrace.com/events/boo-n-
brew-2026.

Photo courtesy of Clay Terrace Photo courtesy of Eric Jones Studio

Families can come in costume to Clay Terrace’s Boo ‘n Brew (left), and 
attendees will get to see pumpkin carver Eric Jones working live during 
the festivities (right).

No tricks, all treats 
at Grand Junction 
Plaza in Westfield

https://tinyurl.com/yhn9m5mt
https://tinyurl.com/k2er4kdb
https://tinyurl.com/k2er4kdb
mailto:ksolares@carmelclayparks.com
mailto:ksolares@carmelclayparks.com
mailto:ksolares@carmelclayparks.com
http://carmelclayparks.com/programs/adaptive
http://carmelclayparks.com/programs/adaptive
https://tinyurl.com/5sd222kb
https://tinyurl.com/5sd222kb
mailto:news%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://www.clayterrace.com/events/boo-n-brew-2026
https://www.clayterrace.com/events/boo-n-brew-2026
https://www.clayterrace.com/events/boo-n-brew-2026
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Working together 
across generations
By AIDA KARIM
news@readthereporter.com

Each generation has 
something to learn and 
something to teach.

The Carmel 
Mayor’s Adviso-
ry Commission 
on Senior Living 
invites any and 
all community 
members to the 
Intergenerational 
Day for Seniors: 
Connecting Gen-
erations, Enrich-
ing Lives confer-
ence on Friday, 
Oct. 16. 

The full-day 
event will take 
place from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
University High 
School, 2825 W. 
116th St., Carmel.

The Reporter 
spoke with Carol 
Applegate, co-chairperson 
of the Mayor’s Advisory 
Commission on Senior Liv-
ing. As part of her responsi-
bilities on the commission, 
Applegate has served as the 
key organizer of the confer-
ence for the past four years. 

According to Apple-
gate, community members 
can expect a keynote from 
Dr. Carolyn Goerner of 
the Kelley School of Busi-
ness at Indiana University 
Bloomington.

“Her message is going 
to focus on the power of 
collaboration across gen-
erations and what happens 
when generations work to-
gether in our community,” 
Applegate said.

Applegate told The Re-
porter speakers and activi-
ties will focus on a variety 
of community issues like 
housing for the elderly, 
leaving a legacy, AI usage, 
and combatting loneliness.

She said the conference 
strongly encourages vol-
unteerism, with the com-
mission inviting a retired 
fireman who is still giving 
back to the community 
through his service.

“There are always 
things to volunteer for be-
cause Carmel is such an 
active community,” Apple-
gate said.

According to Apple-
gate, her interest in inter-

generational connection 
started during a national 
mentorship program.

For the program, Ap-
plegate connected with a 
young man, meeting over 

Zoom to talk 
each week. She 
said her pupil ex-
plored deep per-
sonal struggles 
with her, sharing 
how his experi-
ence in an active 
school shooting 
affected him.

“After that 
six-week period, 
the young man 
wrote me a let-
ter about what 
he learned from 
me,” Applegate 
said. “And I 
found that ex-
perience to be 
really touching 
for me because 
at first I thought, 

‘I’m much older and he’s 
younger … his life looks a 
lot different.’ But we really 
connected.”

As Applegate’s grand-
children grow older and 
start college, she said her 
experiences with young 
people continue to deeply 
resonate with her.

“We need to pay atten-
tion to intergenerational 
connections,” she said. “It’s 
a really big part of grow-
ing older and becoming a 
senior, looking at our own 
mortality and what have 
we done to affect the world 
around us.”

Applegate said she 
hopes the intergenerational 
connection in the confer-
ence will remind the se-
niors to not only make their 
own lives richer, but enrich 
the lives of young people.

“Our younger genera-
tions are the ones who are 
going to carry through for 
us,” Applegate said. “So 
problem solving with our 
younger generation is how 
we make Carmel become 
a community where gen-
erations don’t simply live 
together, but we truly know 
each other and make each 
other feel safe.”

This event is free and 
open to the public. You 
can register online at 
intergenerationalday-
forse.rsvpify.com.

Applegate

Goerner

BIDDING OPENS:  Tuesday, October 6th @ 2pm
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS:  Saturday, October 17th @ 6pm

PREVIEW DATE:  Thursday, October 15th from Noon - 6pm
PICK-UP DAYS:  Monday, October 19th from Noon - 6pm

& Tuesday, October 20th from Noon - 6pm

ON-LINE ONLY 
PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION

for GEORGE & CONNIE CLARK
 and Others

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

1979 Volkswagon Beetle Convertible 
1996 Ridgeline16’ x 7’ Deck Trailer 
2004 Haulette Enclosed Trailer

Yale 2-Ton Spur Geared Block Chain Hoist
Schuck Cushion Hitch

JD Z720E Zero Turn 60”  
JD X749 Diesel 4x4 4 Wheel Steer Mower
Yard Tools & Equipment, Dump Carts, Utility Carts, 
Tillers, Aerators

Coins & Paper Money, Arrowheads & Artifacts, 
Advertising, Antiques & Uniques, Jewelry, St. Clair, 
Joe Rice, Fenton, Westmoreland & Depression 
Glass, Murat Shrine Items, Household, Small 
Appliances, Canning Supplies, Quilting, Crafting & 
Sewing, Sewing Machines, Spool Cabinets, Crocks, 
Pottery, China, Very Nice Furniture, Boone Cabinet 
By Campbell Smith Ritchie, Grandfather Clocks, 
Custom-Made Rolltop Desk, Electric Washer & 

Dryer, Soft Goods, Kline 1869 Noblesville Coverlet, 
Paper Goods, Longaberger, Furs, Vintage Toys, 
Cast Iron, Coin Banks, Home Decor, Pet Crates, 
Holiday Blow-Molds, Budweiser & Avon Steins, 
Milk Bottles, Fruit Jars, Jewel T Dishes, Musical 
Instruments, Pictures & Wall Decor, Mirrors, Vtg. 
Hardback Books, Fur Collars, Marbles

Solid Wood Outdoor Rocking Chairs (NICE), Patio 
Furniture

Fishing Poles, Trolling Motors, Sporting Goods, 
Fold-Up Rolling Ping-Pong Table, Punching Bag, 
Schwinn Bicycles, Reese Hitch-Mount for Bike 
Rack

Troy-Bilt 5500 Generator, Cummins Onan P2500i 
Digital Inverter Generator (needs pull cord), Pressure 
Washers, Mi-T-M Hotsy, Hand Tools, Power Tools, 
Rolling Tool Chest, Continental Shophoist 4000, Air 
Compressors, Farmhand 60-Gallon Air Compressor

Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday

1/2 Price Bottles of 
Wine On Wednesdays

Reservations Recommended 

Business cards

Noblesville School Board member 
Christi Crosser earns gold seal

The REPORTER
Congratulations to Noblesville 

Schools Board of Trustees Presi-
dent Christi Crosser on earning a 
gold seal leadership certification 
from the Indiana School Boards 
Association.

This certification strengthens 
advanced knowledge in key areas 
such as student achievement, fiscal 
oversight, and public transparency. Crosser

Sheridan’s Phi Beta Psi Sorority thanks 
community for successful Lasagna Dinner
Submitted by 
Tina Vawter

Sheridan’s Theta Al-
pha Alpha Chapter of Phi 
Beta Psi’s annual Lasagna 
Dinner, held before Sheri-
dan’s Homecoming football 
game, was a tremendous 
success thanks to the gener-
ous support of our friends, 
families, and community 
members.

More than 200 guests 
enjoyed a delicious meal 
of lasagna, salad, bread-
sticks, and dessert. Thanks 
to everyone who attended 
and supported this import-
ant fundraiser, the chapter 
raised more than $1,900.

A special thank-you 
goes to Sheridan Communi-
ty Schools for allowing us to 
use the cafeteria and kitch-
en. We are also incredibly 
grateful to the wonderful 
SHS cafeteria staff – Nancy 
Mosna, Susan Gossard, and 
Kim Phillips – for their as-
sistance and support.

We extend our sincere 
appreciation to all of our 
chapter members for their 
hard work in preparing, 
serving, and organizing the 
dinner, as well as for pro-
viding the delicious desserts 
enjoyed by our guests.

The Lasagna Dinner is 
the chapter’s main fund-
raising event and helps 
provide two scholarships 
to Sheridan High School 
students pursuing careers 
in the medical field. We are 
proud to support the next 
generation of healthcare 
professionals and grate-
ful to our community for 
helping make these schol-
arships possible.

Thank you to everyone 
who helped make this year’s 
dinner such a wonderful 
success.

Photos provided by Sheridan Phi Beta Psi
(TOP LEFT) Kim Phillips and Susan Gossard prepare the breadsticks. 
(TOP RIGHT) There was a steady flow of hungry Sheridan residents in 
the serving line. (CENTER LEFT) Sarah Godby and Tina Kitchel took care 
of the dessert station. (CENTER RIGHT) Pam Pickard, Elaine Cannon, 
Valerie Moffet, and Nancy Day served beverages. (ABOVE LEFT) This 
year’s Phi Beta Psi scholarship recipients were on display at the dinner. 
(ABOVE RIGHT) Jodie McCarty and George Good took tickets.

mailto:news%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://intergenerationaldayforse.rsvpify.com/
https://intergenerationaldayforse.rsvpify.com/
https://www.cripesauction.com/
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
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Made possible by support 
from a Christel DeHaan

Legacy Gift.

Gregory Glade Hancock, Executive Artistic Director

SEASON PRESENTING PARTNER SEASON PRESENTING PARTNER
DR. SAJAL BOSE & MRS. KALYANI BOSEDR. ANITA JOSHI

DR. ARUN JAIN

SEASON TITLE PARTNER
SWIZZLE GROUP, LLC

CONCERT PARTNER
DR. ANITA JOSHI
DR. ARUN JAIN

T H E  T A R K I N G T O N  A T  A L L I E D  S O L U T I O N S  C E N T E R  F O R  T H E  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S

T I C K E T S  A T  T H E  C E N T E R ’ S  F I F T H  T H I R D  B A N K  B O X  O F F I C E  |  3 1 7 - 8 4 3 - 3 8 0 0

Reporter photos
Universal Cares’ third annual Cars, Condos & Cares Fundraiser was held Wednesday evening, Oct. 7, at Motor District Garage Condos, 1516 W. Tournament 
Trail, Westfield. (TOP LEFT, from left) Makena Alexander, Rob Yeary, Tammy Hackman, Jill Hinds, and Bryce Hackman. Universal Cares helped the 
Hackmans recover and rebuild after the flood of the century in August. Universal Cares told The Reporter that’s how they prefer to help: hands on, doing 
the actual work, one family at a time. (ABOVE LEFT) Danyele Easterhaus took a moment to pose for The Reporter’s camera. While we can’t confirm it, 
we trust both her hair highlights and the Mustang’s paint were intentionally going purple with Prevail. See more photos at ReadTheReporter.com.

Universal Cares helps where needed, one family at a time

Fishers YAP receives 
$100K to expand
academic support

The REPORTER
Indiana Youth Institute 

(IYI) has awarded Fishers 
Youth Assistance Program 
(FYAP) a grant totaling 
$100,000.

IYI made the grant in 
connection with Strengthen-
ing Youth Programs in Indi-
ana (SYPI), an initiative Lil-
ly Endowment Inc. launched 
in 2023. The initiative seeks 
to help youth-serving orga-
nizations working through-
out the state improve their 
abilities to promote the ac-
ademic, physical, and social 
well-being of young people 
ages 5 through 18.

With this support, FYAP 
will further build on its ac-
ademic remediation pro-
grams. The funding will 
allow FYAP to expand its 
small-group and individual 
tutoring programs to serve 
greater numbers of students. 
This work will help more 
local students strengthen 
their reading skills, address 
academic challenges, and 
build a stronger foundation 
for future success.

“We are incredibly 
grateful for this investment 
in Fishers Youth Assistance 
Program and in the students 
we serve,” FYAP President 
Debbie Mann said. “This 
grant will allow us to ex-
pand the academic support 
we provide and reach more 
students who can benefit 
from additional help. By 
investing in students during 
the summer and through-
out the school year, we can 
help them strengthen their 
skills, build confidence, 
and be better prepared for 
the year ahead.”

FYAP is one of 168 
youth-serving organizations 
awarded SYPI grants total-
ing more than $40 million. 
A full list of grant recipients 
is available at tinyurl.com/
SYPIgrants2026.

About Fishers Youth
Assistance Program
Fishers Youth Assis-

tance Program (FYAP) 
walks alongside children 
and families in the Fishers 
community by connecting 
them with resources and 

services that help them 
overcome challenges and 
thrive. FYAP provides 
family education, tutoring, 
mentoring, counseling, and 
assistance with food, cloth-
ing, and financial needs. 
Through partnerships with 
schools, community orga-
nizations, volunteers, and 
donors, FYAP works to 
strengthen the well-being 
of local youth and families. 
To learn more about FYAP, 
click here.

About Indiana
Youth Institute

Indiana Youth Institute’s 
mission is to improve the 
lives of all Indiana children 
by strengthening and con-
necting the people, organi-
zations, and communities 
that are focused on kids and 
youth. IYI is Indiana’s pre-
mier source for high-quali-
ty data on child well-being 
and data-informed action 
to address challenges Hoo-
sier children face. It leads 
the FIVE by 50 vision as 
a connector and convener 
to ensure that every child 
will have a network of five 
caring, supportive adults in 
their life by the year 2050. 
Visit iyi.org to learn more.

About Lilly
Endowment Inc.

Lilly Endowment Inc. is 
an Indianapolis-based, pri-
vate foundation created in 
1937 by J.K. Lilly Sr. and 
sons Eli and J.K. Jr. through 
gifts of stock in their phar-
maceutical business, Eli 
Lilly and Company. While 
those gifts remain the fi-
nancial bedrock of the En-
dowment, the Endowment 
is a separate entity from the 
company, with a distinct 
governing board, staff, and 
location. In keeping with 
the founders’ wishes, the 
Endowment supports the 
causes of community devel-
opment, education, and reli-
gion. Although the Endow-
ment maintains a special 
commitment to its founders’ 
hometown, Indianapolis, 
and home state, Indiana, it 
funds programs throughout 
the United States, especially 
in the field of religion.

Photo provided
With this generous grant, Fishers Youth 
Assistance Program will be able serve a greater 
number of students.

https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/resident-companies/ghdt-salem/
https://readthereporter.com/universal-cares-helps-where-needed-one-family-at-a-time/
https://tinyurl.com/SYPIgrants2026
https://tinyurl.com/SYPIgrants2026
https://fishersyap.org/
http://iyi.org/
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Carmel resident with young-onset 
Parkinson’s has passion for helping 
others overcome similar challenges

Submitted by the 
Parkinson’s Foundation

If you see Carmel res-
ident Kylee Pagán at the 
Parkinson Foundation’s 
“Moving Day Indianapo-
lis” celebration at Conner 
Prairie later this month, 
you’ll see someone full of 
energy, optimism, and zest 
for life. The path to getting 
here, though, has been hard 
at times.

When she was in her 
mid-30s, Pagán began no-
ticing physical difficulties 
in simply trying to navi-
gate day-to-day life. She 
felt clumsy and uncoordi-
nated. She repeatedly lost 
her balance and fell. Her 
left arm hung stiffly at her 
side rather than swing nor-
mally when she walked.

“My symptoms kept 
getting worse,” Pagán re-
calls. “It caused tremen-
dous fear, frustration, and 
heartache.”

A veteran who spent 
10 years serving her coun-
try in the U.S. Air Force, 
Pagán was accustomed to 
challenges. But the chang-
es occurring in her body 
were unlike anything she’d 
ever faced. And even more 
frustrating was the fact that 
the medical professionals 
she saw at more than 160 
appointments in 2017 and 
2018 had no clue what was 
causing her issues.

“I think it’s impossible 
for most people to imagine 
what it’s like living with an 
unknown health condition 
having such a devastating 
impact on your physical 
and mental state,” Pagán 
said. “It was hard accept-
ing the harsh reality that 
no one knew what was 
wrong.” 

Finally, in 2019, just 
days before her 40th birth-
day, Pagán met with an 
Indiana University Health 
movement disorder spe-

cialist who immediately 
diagnosed Pagán’s condi-
tion.

She had Parkinson’s 
disease.

Today, Pagán is one of 
more than 20,000 Hoosiers 
battling the neurodegenera-
tive brain disease in which 
nerve cells that produce 
dopamine gradually break 
down and die. The condi-
tion causes a range of motor 
symptoms such as balance 
issues, rigidity, slowness, 
stiffness, and tremor – along 
with non-motor symptoms 
like anxiety, brain fog, and 
insomnia.

Nearly 90,000 new 
cases of Parkinson’s are 
diagnosed each year in the 
United States. There is cur-
rently no cure, but advo-
cates and researchers are 
determined to change that. 

Pagán is one of more 
than 300 people planning 
to take part in the Parkin-
son Foundation’s “Moving 
Day Indianapolis” fund-
raising celebration from 
9 a.m. to noon on Sat., 
Oct. 17, at Conner Prairie, 
13400 Allisonville Road, 
Fishers.

“The mission of the 
Parkinson’s Foundation is 
to help improve the lives 
of those living with Parkin-
son’s disease by supporting 
cutting-edge research, care 
and education programs,” 
said Kerrie McKeough, 
Advancement Director for 
the foundation’s Midwest 
Chapter. “In everything 
we do, we strive to have a 
world where there is a cure 
for Parkinson’s disease. 
There are over 1.1 million 
people in the United States 
living with Parkinson’s, 
and the number continues 
to grow.” 

Moving Day India-
napolis is a celebration 
of movement and exer-
cise, which are proven to 
help manage symptoms. 
Community members at 
the event will experience 
workout demonstrations, a 
resource fair, and activities 
for kids of all ages. Those 
in attendance can also take 
photos with Freddy Fever 
and the 1939 Chevy used 
as the Hickory Huskers’ 
team bus in the movie 
Hoosiers, widely regarded 
as the all-time best exam-

ple of sports cinema.
“This is our third year 

hosting the event in India-
napolis,” McKeough said, 
“and each year we have 
seen an increase in atten-
dance. Our Moving Days 
across the country have 
raised over $55 million to 
support our work.” 

As for Pagán, she con-
tinues dealing with the re-
alities of Parkinson’s. But 
today – with the support 
of her husband, sons, and 
a “village” of other family 
and friends – she is hopeful 
about the future.

“Parkinson’s may have 
changed the way I move,” 
she said, “but it never 
changed my reason to keep 
moving. I’m not the per-
son I was before Parkin-
son’s. I’m stronger, wiser, 
and a new version of me. 
I choose to move, I choose 
to live, and I choose to 
make every step count.”

You can register or donate 
to Moving Day Indianapolis 
at tinyurl.com/MovingDay-
Indy2026. To learn more 
about the Parkinson’s Foun-
dation or to find resources, 
go Parkinson.org. 

Photos provided
(LEFT) Kylee Pagán poses during a visit to the Grand Canyon. (RIGHT) Pagán 
works out at the gym at Rock Steady Boxing’s international headquarters 
in Indianapolis.

By Tiffanie Ditlevson
For The Reporter

Ask veterans what they 
miss most about military 
service, and one answer 
comes up again and again: 
the camaraderie.

When we take off the 
uniform, we don’t stop be-
ing veterans. But we often 
lose the built-in community 
that came with serving – the 
people who understood the 
experience without needing 
an explanation.

That connection matters. 
Veterans continue to expe-
rience disproportionately 
high rates of suicide, and 
many veterans are unaware 
of – or simply aren’t using 
– the benefits and resources 
they earned through their 
service. In Indiana alone, 
149 veterans died by suicide 
in 2023.

That’s why fellow veter-
ans Matt Rapp, USN; Scott 
Billman, USMC; and I, Tif-
fanie Ditlevson, USAF, are 
launching Veterans Coffee 
in Fishers.

The idea is simple: 
create a welcoming place 
where veterans can recon-
nect, meet other veterans 
in our community, share 
information about available 
benefits and resources, and 
enjoy something many of us 
have missed since leaving 
the military: camaraderie.

Veterans Coffee begins 
Saturday, Oct. 24, and will 
meet every fourth Saturday 
of the month from 8:30 to 
10 a.m. at F.C. Tucker Com-
pany, 10404 Olio Road, 
Fishers.

No speeches. No big 
agenda. Just coffee, conver-
sation, camaraderie, and an 
opportunity to make sure 
veterans in our community 
know about the people, ben-
efits, and resources avail-
able to them.

All veterans. All branch-
es. All generations.

To RSVP, call or text 
(317) 446-0416.

Tiffanie Ditlevson is 
a veteran of the U.S. Air 
Force, and she serves on the 
Fishers City Council.

Veterans & Athletes
United auction returns to

Cyntheanne Christian Church
The REPORTER

Cyntheanne Christian 
Church will play host to 
the 17th annual Veterans 
and Athletes United (VAU) 
Auction at 10:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 7, a free, fam-
ily-friendly event raising 
funds and awareness for 
veterans with disabilities.

There is no cost to attend. 
Lunch will be available.

Every dollar raised at 
the auction – 100 percent of 
proceeds – goes directly to 
VAU, an organization ded-
icated to supporting those 
who have served.

The day’s centerpiece is 
the Fallen Heroes Memo-

rial Wall, on public display 
in the church parking lot 
and bearing the names of 
service members who gave 
their lives in defense of the 
country. Visitors are invited 
to view the wall and read 
the names before or after the 
auction – a striking, visual 
moment of remembrance 
that photographs and films 
well for media coverage.

“This auction is one way 
we can help these heroes 
regain some aspect of their 
normal lives,” Senior Min-
ister Larry Renihan said.

Cyntheanne Christian 
Church is located at 13151 
Cyntheanne Road, Fishers.

Veterans Coffee: 
reconnecting 

through camaraderie

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
https://tinyurl.com/MovingDayIndy2026
https://tinyurl.com/MovingDayIndy2026
https://www.parkinson.org/


The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families for publishing 

obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary appearing in online 
editions Wednesday through Saturday also appears in our Monday

print editions. In order to continue to offer this as a community service,
we ask that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of

space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.
Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 

ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.
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IMPROVED PRICE!

LAKEFRONT! SOLD! SOLD! SOLD!
20971 Shoreline  

Unit 410
NOBLESVILLE

9919 Fountain 
Cove Drive

INDIANAPOLIS

18532 Oriental  
Oak Court

NOBLESVILLE

18149 Atlantic 
Road

NOBLESVILLE

Enjoy low-maintenance waterfront 
living in this gated 2BR, 2BA Morse 
Lake condo. Features include fresh 

paint, new carpet, boat slip, two 
garage spots, storage, and stainless 

kitchen. Luxury meets convenience.
Listed at $299,900

This 3 bed, 2.5 bath near Geist Reservoir 
offers an open concept floor plan, new 
roof, carpet, and remodeled primary 
bath. Versatile living spaces, updated 
kitchen, spacious fenced-in backyard, 

and a heated golf simulator garage!
          Listed at $299,900

Beautiful 4BR, 2BA 2 half baths in 
Oakmont of Noblesville. Situated on over 
half an acre (.68) wooded lot featuring a 
screened porch and finished basement 
along with a three -car tandem garage. 

Move-in ready property awaits you.
Listed at $559,900

Own this charming 1.5-acre country 
retreat! Features 2,000+ sq ft, 4BR, 
2BA, and a new roof. Enjoy a cozy 

fireplace, spacious kitchen, and 
fenced yard. Perfectly located near 
Hamilton Town Center and I-69.  

Listed at $274,900 

The Deakyne Team 
REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS“Speak 
to Deak!” 317.695.6032 Jennifer | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer SpeakToDeak.com

Roger P. Carter
January 12, 1958 – September 27, 2026

Roger P. Carter, 68, Fishers, went to be with his Lord and Savior, 
Sunday, September 27, 2026. He was born on 
January 12, 1958, in Greenfield, Ind., to Noble 
L. Carter and Patricia L. Ward Carter Williams.

Roger was a 1976 graduate of Edgewood 
High School. During high school, he was 
an outstanding athlete and received many 
athletic awards as well as being involved in 
poetry, writing, and journalism clubs. Roger 
continued his education at Indiana University 
where he received his Bachelor of Science in 
Business in 1980.

Roger was employed with CIBA Pharmaceutical for many years 
when he won many awards for outstanding sales performance. After 
which he became the Broker of Hamilton County Real Estate. On 
March 2, 1991, Roger and Marguerite (Peggy) Foley were married 
in South Bend, Ind.

Roger was preceded in death by his father, Noble L. Carter.
Survivors include his wife, Margaret Carter; daughter, Ava Car-

ter; son, Samuel Carter; and mother, Patricia (Lee) Carter Williams.
Family and friends will gather at 10 a.m. Saturday, October 24, 

2026, at Colonial Hills Baptist Church, 8140 Union Chapel Road, 
Indianapolis, where the Funeral Service will begin at noon.

A Committal Service will follow in Oaklawn Memorial Gardens, 
9700 Allisonville Road, Indianapolis.

Bussell Family Funerals is privileged to assist the family with 
arrangements.

Condolences: bussellfamilyfunerals.com

John Tener
December 8, 1938 – September 3, 2026

John Tener, who grew up in Noblesville, died on September 3, 
2026 after health complications from cancer. 

John was born near Cleveland, Ohio in 
1938 to Grace and Alan Tener. He was the 
middle son between brothers Bob and Jim. 
The family soon moved to Noblesville. Their 
home was a welcoming place for many of 
the kids’ friends. John’s mother dubbed their 
home “Grace’s Home for Wayward Boys.” 
Steeped in Indiana basketball at an early age, 
he took great pride in being a member of the 
starting five of the Noblesville High School 

basketball team, whose winning streak took them to the semi-finals 
in the state-wide championship tournament. 

John graduated from DePauw University, where he met his first 
wife, Ellie. Following college, he served for four years as an officer 
in the U.S. Navy. During much of that time, he served as a supply 
officer on the U.S.S. Randolph aircraft carrier, which was called to 
duty during the Cuban Missile Crisis. After the Navy, he attended In-
diana Law School and was on a team that attended the National Moot 
Court competition and won Best Brief. John’s oldest daughter, Beth, 
was born that same year. After law school, he worked a law clerk 
for U.S. District Court Judge J.E. Eschbach in Fort Wayne, Ind., an 
opportunity to learn about trial law which he treasured.

John joined the Robinson + Cole law firm in Hartford, Conn. 
He and Ellie had their second daughter, Sharon, the next year. He 
worked with the firm for 40 years, specializing in complex commer-
cial litigation and property insurance coverage litigation. John took 
great pleasure in training young lawyers, helping them to try cases 
and work as a team.

John moved to the Boston office of Robinson + Cole, as his first 
marriage ended. He later married Nancy Sconyers and they moved to 
Newton, Mass., where they lived for 20 years. 

John was involved in many community activities, including the 
nuclear freeze movement, fundraising bike rides, cycling advocacy, 
and political campaigns. Physical exercise was one of his joys: he 
played basketball into his ‘50s, ran two marathons, and enjoyed hik-
ing, cycling, and rowing.

John relished his role as father and grandfather. He took delight 
in children. His welcoming, spirit, sense of humor, and curiosity ex-
tended to those he just met and lifelong friends. He maintained mean-
ingful friendships from every phase of his life. His oldest friends de-
scribed him as the glue that held his friendship circles together. 

John is predeceased by his father, Alan Tener, his mother, Grace 
Tener, and his brothers, Bob Tener and Jim Tener. He is survived by 
his wife, Nancy Tener, his daughters, Beth Tener and Sharon Tener, 
his grandson, Arlo Tener, and his first wife, Ellie Tener.

Details on where to make donations in John’s name are included 
at the bottom this page: eatonfuneralhomes.com/obituary/John-Tener.

Evangeline Louise Taylor Smith
October 23, 1937 – October 1, 2026

Evangeline Louise Taylor Smith, “the lady known as Lou,” 
passed peacefully from this life with family 
at her side, on October 1, 2026, at age 88.

She is survived by her husband of 66 
years, Larry L.R. Smith; by a son, Sean Moss 
Smith (Jama), and by four grandchildren: 
Jake, Conor (Jocelynn), Caroline, and Cam-
eron. She is pre-deceased by a son, Rannan 
Moss Smith (Julie), in 2018.

Lou was born in Western Tennessee, but 
was raised and educated in Kentucky, and 
always considered herself a Kentuckian, and 

spoke often and with gratitude of the education she received in Ken-
tucky’s schools from elementary and secondary schools in Mayfield, 
through graduation from the University of Kentucky in Lexington 
where she earned “with distinction” a B.A. in English literature, and 
a Phi Beta Kappa key. After graduation and a brief stint at teaching in 
Denver, she returned to her beloved Kentucky and as Research Assis-
tant to the founders of the UK Medical School, used her skills in orga-
nization and writing to assist the establishment of the Medical Center.

She was married at Christmastime in 1959, to Larry L.R. Smith, 
a classmate at UK and resident of Lexington.

Their return to Lexington from Denver resulted in a move to Cin-
cinnati where their two sons were born. A move to Indianapolis fol-
lowed in 1967, and Lou became a fulltime homemaker. Her life was 
filled with the joy of her family and her avocations of gardening and the 
building of her library. She was an active volunteer in several organiza-
tions, offering her skills in organization, writing and lecturing to edu-
cate others. Her close relationship with her four grandchildren brought 
unsurpassed joy and fruition to her life of loving and serving others.

The rite of Christian burial for Lou was observed in a private, 
graveside service at Oaklawn Memorial Gardens on Allisonville 
Road on October 7, 2026. The family respectfully asked that atten-
dance be limited to close family.

In lieu of flowers, a donation can be made to The American 
Boxwood Society (boxwoodsociety.org); or Geist Christian Church 
(geistchristian.org).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Amanda “Mandie” Whitson
April 10, 1975 – October 4, 2026

Amanda “Mandie” Whitson, 51, Noblesville, passed away 
on Sunday, October 4, 2026, at Riverview 
Health in Noblesville. She was born on April 
10, 1975, in Noblesville.

Mandie was an eighth-generation No-
blesville resident and worked as a Hamilton 
County court clerk. She liked flower garden-
ing, painting, and taking road trips. Mandie 
loved listening to music, and she did not read 
music but had the God-given talent to play 
piano by ear, especially beautiful classical 
music. She enjoyed her quiet time but also 

loved spending time with family and friends. Mandie loved watch-
ing FOX News for hours.

She is survived by her mother, Vicki Jackson; sister, Jennifer 
Whitson; brother, Craig Whitson; grandmother, Carol Swaynie; 
half-sister, Gabbriel Whitson; half-brother, Luke Whitson; nieces, 
Autumn Whitson, Sierra Whitson, Hope Whitson, and Katelyn Kim-
merling; nephews, Hunter Kimmerling, and Leland Kimmerling; 
aunts and uncles, Mike & Debbie Swaynie and Randy & Debbie 
Kern; and many other loving family members.

She was preceded in death by her father, Michael Whitson; grand-
parents, Tipton & Mildred Whitson; and grandfather, John Swaynie.

Visitation and services were held Saturday, October 10, 2026, at 
Randall & Roberts Funeral Home, 1150 Logan St., Noblesville, with 
Rev. Stanley Sutton of Refuge Christian Church and Rabbi Jeff Adler 
of Shaarey Yeshua congregation officiating. Burial was at Crownland 
Cemetery in Noblesville.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Christina “Christy” Sue Dormady
December 31, 1942 – October 1, 2026

Christina “Christy” Sue Dormady, a loving, resilient, creative 
woman, passed peacefully on October 1, 
2026, surrounded by family. Christy was 
born on December 31, 1942, in Indianapolis, 
to Oscar and Dora Havens. She was known 
for her dedication to her family and her stu-
dents. She had a heart full of empathy that 
touched everyone she met. 

Christy’s passion for education led her 
to dedicate much of her life to teaching. 
She was first and foremost an educator at 
heart, working as a special educator with a 

focus on reading. She retired in 2004 from the Indianapolis Public 
School System, but her love for teaching remained a passion, and 
she returned to the classroom in California, where she moved to 
be closer to her family. Christy was a pillar of support for her fam-
ily and was deeply involved in the lives of her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. She held a special love for Lake Wawasee, a 
place she cherished deeply. She was an avid sewer and reader, and 
she held a particular fondness for British mysteries. She was also 
an ardent fan of IU athletics, especially basketball. She was a mem-
ber of the Cicero United Methodist Church. In her younger years, 
Christy nurtured a beautiful garden that was the envy of her neigh-
bors. Even in retirement, she continued to cultivate her creativity 
through crafting. 

Christy is survived by her children, Deborah Dormady (Beth St-
aropoli), Todd (Alicia) Dormady; her grandchildren, Chris (Crystal) 
Dormady, Austin Dormady, Aden Dormady, Cole Dormady, Sydney 
Dormady; her great-grandchildren, Libby Dormady and Ethan Dor-
mady; and her brother, David (Kathy) Havens. Christy was preceded 
in death by her parents, Oscar and Dora Havens, and her brother, 
Stephen Havens.

Through every stage of her life, in Cicero and California, Chris-
ty remained a beacon of love, resilience, and dedication. Her zest 
for life was contagious, and she had an innate ability to make those 
around her feel valued and loved. Christy’s legacy will continue to 
live on through the many lives she touched. 

Christy’s wishes were to have a simple cremation. Her care and 
services have been entrusted to Hartley-Dunnichay Funeral Homes 
in Cicero. 

Please join us in celebrating her life by sharing your most cherished 
memories of Christy. We encourage you to upload photos and leave 
your thoughts on the memorial page as a way to honor her memory.

Condolences: hartleyfuneralhomes.com

James “Jim” Streeter
January 26, 1937 – October 3, 2026

James “Jim” Paul Streeter, 89, Carmel, passed away on Satur-
day, October 3, 2026. He was born January 
26, 1937, in Kokomo, son of Paul Robert and 
Ferol Josephine (Garbert) Streeter.

As a farm boy, Jim grew up in Kokomo 
in a loving home with his parents and two 
brothers. Following graduation from North-
western High School, he married his high 
school sweetheart and love of his life, Betty 
Wolfe Streeter, in 1956. Jim attended Purdue 
University, then continued his education at 
IUPUI where he earned his bachelor’s de-

gree. He was an avid Purdue fan, and the Indianapolis Colts, Indiana 
Fever, and the Indy 500. 

Jim and Betty loved to travel! With friends they traveled the 
world visiting six different continents. As a Construction Project 
Manager for Hunt Construction, Jim traveled extensively managing 
global construction projects.

Jim was a Carmel Symphony Emeritus board member.
In addition to his parents, Jim was preceded in death by his be-

loved wife of 67 years, Betty (Wolfe) Streeter; brothers, Jack Streeter 
and Joe Streeter; and son-in-law, Ross Houston.

Survivors include his daughters, Julie Houston and Jayne (Art) 
Enlow; grandchildren, David (Melanie) Houston, Kathryn (Keith) 
Houston Gibson, Kyle (Elli) Vanover, Brayden (Katie) Streeter, and 
Cogan (Kayleigh) Streeter; and three great-grandchildren.

Family and friends gathered on Friday, October 9, 2026, at Car-
mel United Methodist Church, 621 S. Range Line Road, Carmel, 
where the Funeral Service followed.

A Committal Service took place at South Union Cemetery, 00NS 
1050 West, Kokomo.

In memory of Jim, donations may be made to the Carmel Unit-
ed Methodist Church Endowment Fund, 621 S. Range Line Road, 
Carmel, IN 46032; or the Carmel Symphony, 760 3rd Ave. SW, Suite 
102, Carmel, IN 46032. Envelopes will be available at the service.

Bussell Family Funerals is privileged to assist the family with 
arrangements.

Condolences: bussellfamilyfunerals.com

Melvin Dwayne Jones
September 14, 1958 – October 4, 2026

Melvin Dwayne Jones, 68, Anderson, passed away on Sunday, 
October 4, 2026, while vacationing in Illinois. 
He was born on September 14, 1958, to Mel-
vin and Betty (Dorris) Jones in Indianapolis.

Melvin proudly served his country as 
Sergeant First Class in the United States 
Army and worked for many years as a truck 
driving instructor. He enjoyed traveling, mil-
itary tanks, and bourbon collection, amassing 
141 different bottles. Melvin was a foodie 
and enjoyed cooking, playing board games, 
and spending time with his family.

He is survived by his mother, Betty E. 
Jones; second wife, Sharon Jones; children, 
Robert (Amy) Jones, Melissa (Justin) Tread-
way, and Brandon (Cozette) Jones; four 
grandchildren, Kaitlyn (Matthew) Borders, 

Connor Treadway, Jonathan Jones, and Caiden Treadway; and his 
sisters, Nancy (Randy) Dawson and Sandra (Dave) Imel.

Melvin was preceded in death by his father, Melvin H. Jones; and 
his first wife, Kelly J. Jones.

A private family burial will be at Oaklawn Memorial Gardens in 
Indianapolis. A celebration of Melvin’s life will be held at a later date. 
Please contact the family directly for more details.

Donations in Melvin’s memory may be made to American Lung 
Association of Indiana, 12800 N. Meridian St., Suite 125, Carmel, 
IN 46032 (lung.org/about-us/contact-us/indiana); or American Heart 
Association, PO Box 840692, Dallas, TX 75284-0692 (heart.org).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Joshua David Moore
July 3, 1980 – September 30, 2026

Joshua David Moore, a compassionate and dedicated man, was 
born on July 3, 1980, in Noblesville to Phil 
and Dana (Overdorf) Moore. Josh passed 
away on September 30, 2026 at the age of 46.

Known for his reliability and loving 
spirit, Josh touched countless lives through 
his work as an ER Paramedic Registered 
Nurse. He was a strong pillar in the health-
care community, working throughout the 
St. Vincent Ascension Emergency Rooms, 
where he received multiple DAISY and 
Good Catch Awards for his exceptional ser-

vice. He was not only a gifted and compassionate trauma nurse but 
also a mentor, teaching and guiding new nurses when he had the 
opportunity.

Josh was a man of many hobbies and interests. He enjoyed 
golfing whenever he had the opportunity, but especially when his 
daughter Kami was able to join. He enjoyed the thrill of riding his 
motorcycle and the tranquility of his runs and walks. He was an 
enthusiastic Colts and Pacers fan, which he enjoyed sharing with his 
papaw Moore who just passed three months earlier. He also made 
no secret of his distaste for the Steelers, a jest shared among friends 
and family. Josh’s love for the holidays was evident in his penchant 
for dressing up, especially as Buddy the Elf and spreading good 
cheer among those around him. He loved eating crab and home-
made ice cream. He was also a proud Butler dad and a member of 
the Noblesville Masonic Lodge.

Josh was a beacon of love for his family and a caring son who 
checked on his parents daily. He is survived by his parents, Philip and 
Dana Moore; his brother, Matthew (Joni) Moore; his sisters, Christi-
na (Bradley) Thomas and Elisabeth (Jeff) Parobechek; his daughter 
Kami Scollick; and daughter Ella Corbit; his special friend, Jenny 
Carmack; former wife Amber Scollick; and his cherished nieces and 
nephews, especially David and Luke, additionally Kaiya, Isaac, Ga-
briel, Benjamin, Alec, Jabin, Elliania, and Malachi.

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Russell and 
Eleanor Moore, Gordon and Dollorece Overdorf, and Anna and 
Arthur Lindener.

Please join us in a celebration of Joshua’s life. Visitation will be 
held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, October 17, 2026, at Arcadia 
Brethren Church, 8989 E. 266th St., Arcadia. The funeral service will 
follow at 2 p.m. at the same location with Pastor Mark Knapp offici-
ating. A masonic service will also be held at the graveside, with burial 
to follow at the Arcadia Brethren Cemetery. Services are under the 
care of Hartley-Dunnichay Funeral Homes in Cicero.

Josh held a deep affection for taking care of children, so in lieu 
of flowers, donations in Josh’s memory can be made to Peyton Man-
ning’s Children’s Hospital or Riley Children’s Hospital.  

As we remember and honor Joshua, we encourage you to share 
your memories and upload photos to his memorial page. Joshua’s 
life was filled with dedication and love, and he will forever live on 
through the memories we share of him.

Condolences: hartleyfuneralhomes.com
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https://www.randallroberts.com/obituaries/louise-smith
https://www.randallroberts.com/obituaries/amanda-mandie-whitson
https://hartleyfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/christina-dormady
https://www.bussellfamilyfunerals.com/obituary/James-Streeter
https://www.lung.org/about-us/contact-us/indiana
http://www.heart.org/
https://www.randallroberts.com/obituaries/melvin-jones
https://hartleyfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/joshua-moore-2026


Hunger can 
hit every demo-
graphic here in 
Hamilton County. 
We routinely see 
neighbors from 
across the socio-
economic spec-
trum at pantries, 
d r i v e - t h r o u g h 
food pick-ups, 
and even at our 
in-office food pick-ups.

One of the nasty things 
about hunger is that it can 
come from nowhere. Some 
tragedy hits, or a job loss 
or an illness, and all of the 
sudden you find yourself 
in need. Often, it’s a need 
that’s new to these neigh-
bors. They don’t know what 
to do, what to expect, or 
how to begin to seek help. 

In this column we want 
to touch on a subset of those 
amongst us. Young adults 
within the working poor 
who are working hard to get 
to a good life. I’m talking 
about “The Crossing” High 
School inside of Gaylor 
Electric (crossingeduca-
tion.com). This is a special 
school for kids that need 
alternatives to finish high 
school and maybe learn a 
trade. The students expe-
rience an innovative path 
to graduation. By pair-

ing classroom 
learning with 
real-world expe-
rience alongside 
Gaylor Electric 
staff, students ac-
quire essential, 
hands-on busi-
ness, and techni-
cal skills.

In partnering 
with Gaylor over 

the years, we have watched 
this school grow from idea 
to reality. We also saw 
young adults trying to make 
a life for themselves, trying 
to do what is right, trying to 
get on the right future path. 
We saw these folks strug-
gle to get by. Many of these 
students are living on their 
own, some come from very 
tough backgrounds, some 
are even parents, but many 
have limited means. It was 
a perfect place for a Feeding 
Team pantry. 

When we recognized 
the opportunity to make a 
positive difference in these 
kids’ lives, we went to get 
permission to drop pantry 
number 82 inside their high 
school inside the Gaylor 
Electric property. After a 
few conversations, the pan-
try was deployed. 

Now, kids who were 
skipping meals or slamming 

ramen once a day now have 
non-perishable meals avail-
able to them and their fam-
ilies. Instructors that were 
bringing supplemental food 
for the kids can now breathe 
easier and students can fo-
cus on academics. 

This isn’t a typical 
Feeding Team pantry loca-
tion. We look for high-vis-
ibility locations near areas 
where gap families reside 
or congregate. As a re-
minder, gap families are 
those with four or more 

mouths to feed in the fam-
ily with a household in-
come above poverty levels 
and beneath approximately 
$50,000 annually. This lo-
cation stood out to us be-
cause of the situation and 
the opportunity to be a part 
of supporting success in 
these families’ lives. 

Major hat tip to our 
maintenance team for re-
furbishing an older pantry 
and making it work for this 
deployment. It took Jim al-
most two full days in some 
blistering heat to rebuild 
a pantry that would fit and 
work well indoors. A sec-
ond tip of the hat goes to the 
logistics and transport team 
at Gaylor. Aaron, Rudy, Big 
Rick, and the rest of their 
team move mountains to get 
pantries from point A to B. 
Thank you all. 
About FeedingTeam.org

More than 44,000 peo-
ple in Hamilton County 
struggle with food needs. 
FeedingTeam.org is a reg-
istered 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
that offers outdoor, no-
questions-asked food pan-
tries that are open 24/7, all 
year long. These pantries 
help families who may not 
qualify for other programs 
but still need a few meals to 
get by.

We are so thankful for 
all the volunteers, hosts, do-
nors, and sponsors who help 
us every day. We love serv-
ing our neighbors and seeing 
how your generosity chang-
es lives. Hunger doesn’t al-
ways look the way people 
think it does, and every meal 
makes a big difference.

A simple can of food can 
mean everything to a parent 
who has nothing left to feed 
their kids. A few meals can 
change someone’s life.

If you’d like to help, 
there are many volunteer 
opportunities. We are also 
looking for new spots for 
future pantries. If you know 
a good location, please con-
tact us.

Mark and Lisa Hall are 
the Founders of Feeding 
Team. They may be reached 
at lisa@feedingteam.org 
and mark@feedingteam.org 
or by calling (317) 832-1123.
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Life is a gift
I met my 

friend Rainey in 
middle school. 
Throughout the 
years, we have 
been through a 
lot of life togeth-
er. In high school, 
she didn’t miss a 
beat and helped 
me so much after 
a major surgery 
our senior year. We were 
college roommates and she 
has always been one of my 
most supportive friends. I 
love her dearly.

Four years ago, she 
shared with me that she was 
diagnosed with breast can-
cer. While a multitude of 
emotions ran through me, 
all I wanted to do was show 
her the same support she al-
ways has shown me. Rainey 
is one of the strongest wom-
en I know, and I am proud to 
call her a friend. 

During her diagnosis 
and treatment time, she 
shared some thoughts with 
me about my disability. 
Throughout her battle, she 
was able to relate to me in 
ways she never could be-
fore. 

October is Breast Can-
cer Awareness month, and 
I want to highlight, support, 
and respect those who have 
battled or are battling this 
disease. Disability can hap-
pen to anyone at any time.

Her diagnosis came as 
many do, a complete shock. 
She was on a college visit 
with one of her sons when 
she opened up her MyChart 
message and saw the word, 
“carcinoma.” In the months 
that followed, she had count-
less doctor’s appointments, 
followed by a bilateral mas-
tectomy. From there, it was 
a long and grueling road to 
recovery.

She feels “lucky” that 
her cancer was caught at 
the earliest detection point 
possible. As a nurse, she 
had put off her mammo-
gram for two years be-
cause of life and all that 
comes with working and 
raising children. She put 
her health on the back 
burner as many women 
do, and now she works to 
advocate for regular mam-
mograms, and women pri-
oritizing their health. 

After her surgery, she 
lost many abilities due to 
minimal range of motion in 
her arms. She had to adapt 
and rely on others during 
this time. She and I had sev-
eral conversations during 
this time about her loss of in-
dependence and how she felt 
lonely, even though she had 
a wonderful support system. 

She was determined to 
not miss a moment of her 
kids’ activities and school 
events, even on the toughest 
days. She went to a school 
events in a wheelchair and 
reached out to me sharing 
her thoughts on those expe-
riences.

“I thought about you a 
lot on those days. It was like 
a day in the life of Amy. I 
remember my son pushing 
me through crowded high 
school hallways and stop-
ping to talk to people who 

seemed unaware 
of my presence. 
I was not always 
included in the 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s 
above me except 
for a brief, Hey, 
good to see you 
out and about! 
Feeling, ok? 
Sometimes those 
talking around me 

would turn the conversation 
away from me and I was left 
in the wheelchair facing a 
wall.”

When I asked her if 
her perspective shifted or 
changed in the way she 
views disabilities or chronic 
illness since her diagnosis 
and fight against breast can-
cer, this is what she said:

“Yes, thanks to you. I 
was minimizing my expe-
rience by saying things like, 
it could be a lot worse, or I 
am lucky I don’t need che-
mo. That’s true, and I have 
a cousin who was diagnosed 
with more advanced breast 
cancer than mine on the day 
of my mastectomy. She had 
a much harder and longer 
fight than me. I told myself I 
was never going to feel sor-
ry for myself again because 
I had it easy compared to 
her. I remember telling you 
that and you stopped me 
right away and told me it 
is ok to feel bad about what 
was happening to me. You 
told me it could be worse, 
but it could be a lot better, 
too. Thank you for that im-
portant lesson, friend. You 
have no idea how much that 
helped me come to terms 
with my diagnosis and the 
loss I felt.”

Finally, I asked her if her 
diagnosis changed the way 
she views me and my dis-
ability. She said, “As adults, 
you have taught me so much 
about the parts of people’s 
lives we don’t see and how 
challenges can become op-
portunities. You are a realist 
and an optimist at the same 
time when you write and talk 
about your disability, and 
that is exactly what I needed 
to inspire me to get through 
my battle with cancer and to 
encourage me to try and help 
others through theirs.”

Rainey ran in support of 
Humbly Courageous short-
ly after her diagnosis (which 
was truly remarkable), and 
before her surgery. She also 
ran with us at the last Indi-
anapolis Mini- Marathon. 
She said if there is one thing 
that her battle with cancer 
taught her it is that “life is 
a gift, no matter how hard it 
can be at times.”

For my full “interview” 
with Rainey, please visit 
my website, humblycoura-
geous.org.

Until next time…
Amy Shinneman is a for-

mer National Ambassador 
for the Muscular Dystro-
phy Association, disability 
blogger, freelance writer, 
wife, and mom of two boys. 
She is the recipient of The 
Reporter’s Winter 2025 Ink-
Stained Wretch award. You 
can find her blog at hum-
blycourageous.org and 
reach her on Instagram 
@ashinneman. 

AMY SHINNEMAN
Disability in the City
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Photo provided by Amy Shinneman
After her cancer diagnosis, Rainey (left) ran the 
Indianapolis Mini-Marathon with Amy and Jamie 
Shinneman.

Bike the rails from Forest Park
to Downtown Noblesville

Holiday Light
railbikes

Make a new holiday tradition!

NEW!

tickets on sale now!

November 14-January 2

nickelplateexpress.com

FeedingTeam.org
Facts

• 82 outdoor pantries
• Two drive-thru food
  pick-ups monthly and
  two in-office food
  pick-ups monthly
• 20,000 meals per month
• Over 30 volunteer families

Photos provided by FeedingTeam.org
Thanks to Feeding Team volunteers and the team at Gaylor Electric, students at “The Crossing” High 
School inside Gaylor Electric now have access to good, non-perishable food for them and their families.

Education on an empty
stomach? Not around here

MARK HALL
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The Feeding Team Feature

Thanks for
reading

The REPORTER
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Masks
H a m i l t o n 

County, get ready 
for an onslaught 
of superheroes, 
dinosaurs, pirates, 
and princesses! 
Halloween is 
right around the 
corner, and we’d 
better be prepared 
with lots of treats!

H a l l o w e e n 
can be a fun time in part be-
cause of having the chance 
to put on a costume, possi-
bly with a mask, and “be-
coming” another “being,” at 
least on Oct. 31! 

As we get older and 
leave our childhood behind, 
we can put on other “perso-
nas,” wear other “masks.” 
We may value “authentici-
ty,” but when have we ever 
been less than “authentic” 
putting on a different “face” 
in a particular situation?

Unfortunately, we prob-
ably have experienced 
someone who treated us 
politely like a friend only 
to “turn on us” later. Or per-
haps we experienced some-
one using “friendship” as a 
ruse to exploit us in some 
way and then dropping us 
like a “hot potato” when not 
of use to the “friend” any-
more!

Sadly, human nature is 
broken. Deception, betray-
al, and exploitation are of-
ten rampant.

In his 1895 poem “We 
Wear the Mask,” Paul Lau-
rence Dunbar comments on 
Blacks needing to hide their 
suffering from injustices by 
wearing masks of “smiles” 
to hide their pain and to ex-
ist in society. He writes:

We wear the mask that 
grins and lies / It hides our 
cheeks and shades our eyes 
/ This debt we pay to human 
guile / With torn and bleed-
ing hearts we smile …

How can we relate kind-
ness and authenticity to “ci-
vility”? The bottom line is 

that to create trust 
in a relationship, 
we need to be au-
thentic. That also 
means embrac-
ing some level of 
vulnerability. Not 
easy. And it takes 
time in a relation-
ship to build trust. 
We have to spend 
this valuable cur-

rency of time in order to in-
vest in a relationship worthy 
of trust.

In a genuine relation-
ship, however, we can hon-
estly disagree “without be-
ing disagreeable.” We can 
do so with civility, not try-
ing to persuade but instead 
understand “where the oth-
er person is coming from.” 
The goal of our conversa-
tion is to understand the 
other person and to continue 
the relationship.

And I can be authenti-
cally passionate about my 
views (but not by yelling or 
storming out of the room) 
while disagreeing – and 
still maintain the relation-
ship. Indeed, we need to 
learn how to be both au-
thentic and civil while dis-
agreeing with others, treat-
ing others with dignity and 
respect.

To be authentic do we 
need to be able to share our 
deepest sorrows, any teen-
age risk-taking adventures, 
any regrets? Of course, the 
answer is “No, we do not.” 
Wisdom and discernment 
and good judgment are al-
ways needed before sharing 
what’s personal. Being “au-
thentic” to me is “walking 
the talk” and “practicing 
what I preach.” It’s acting 
with integrity when no one 
is looking.

So, what about those 
“little white lies” when we 
are being less than com-
pletely honest? For instance, 

NANCY KELLY SMITH
Civility Counts
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Sheridan 
Retirement

502 W. 7th St. 
Sheridan, IN 46069

Water, Sewer and Weekly 
Trash Removal

 included in rent.  
1 and 2 bedroom units 

available.
Limited Rental 

Assistance Available 
for those who 

qualify

317-758-5061
TTY 711

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider”

62 Years Old
or Older. 
Disabled 

Any Legal Age

See Mask . . . Page B4

Garba: a dance of unity in a
circle where everyone belongs

As the rhythm 
of the dhol fills 
the air and color-
ful outfits swirl 
beneath the night 
sky, something 
beautiful hap-
pens. Hands clap 
in rhythm, feet 
follow familiar 
steps, and strang-
ers become dance 
partners. This is Navratri, a 
festival that celebrates devo-
tion, culture, and the power 
of coming together.

The word Navratri 
comes from two Sanskrit 
words: Nav, meaning nine, 
and Ratri, meaning nights. 
Across these nine nights, we 
honor the divine feminine 
in the forms of Maa (Moth-
er Goddess), celebrating her 
strength, courage, wisdom, 
and compassion. For many 
of us, Navratri is a time of 
prayer, reflection, music, 
and dance. But it is also a 
beautiful reminder of what it 
means to build a community 
where everyone belongs.

One of the most cher-
ished traditions of Navratri 
is Garba, a folk dance orig-
inating in Gujarat, India. 

Dancers move in 
a circle, clapping 
and stepping in 
rhythm with the 
music. The cir-
cle is more than a 
dance formation; 
it is a symbol of 
unity, continuity, 
and life itself.

What I love 
most about Gar-

ba is that there is room for 
everyone. You do not have 
to know every step to join 
the circle. You might miss a 
beat, turn in the wrong direc-
tion, or look to someone be-
side you for guidance. And 
that is perfectly fine. Some-
one smiles, someone makes 
room, and someone helps 
you find the rhythm.

Isn’t that what diversity 
and inclusion should look 
like in our everyday lives?

In our communities, we 
come from different back-
grounds, speak different 
languages, follow different 
traditions, and carry stories 
shaped by our own experi-
ences. We may not all know 
the same steps, but we can 
learn from one another. We 
can slow down when some-

one needs support, make 
space for someone new, and 
ensure nobody is left stand-
ing outside the circle.

In Garba, every step mat-
ters, but no single dancer 
owns the circle. The beauty 
comes from moving together, 
respecting the rhythm, and 
recognizing that each per-
son contributes something 
unique. If someone falls out 
of step, the circle continues to 
welcome them back.

Perhaps our communi-
ties can learn from this sim-
ple yet powerful tradition. 
Belonging is not about ex-
pecting everyone to move 
exactly as we do. It is about 
creating a space where peo-
ple feel comfortable learn-

ing, participating, and being 
themselves.

As we celebrate Navratri, 
I invite you to think about the 
circles in your own life. Who 
is dancing beside you? Who 
is waiting for an invitation? 
And how might you make 
room for one more person?

Because the most beau-
tiful circles are not the ones 
with perfect steps. They are 
the ones where everyone has 
a place, every story matters, 
and no one is left behind.

Let us keep the circle 
open and wider. 

Pooja Thakkar is work-
ing to build cultural connec-
tions. You can read her col-
umn each week in the pages 
of The Reporter.

Pooja Thakkar
Taste of Community
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From the desk of Hamilton Heights 
Superintendent Dr. Derek Arrowood
Update No. 181

There is 
something ex-
traordinary about 
the people who 
choose to work in 
public education. 
It is not a profes-
sion one drifts 
into. It is a calling. 
It is one rooted in 
service, in hope, 
and in a belief that young 
people deserve adults who 
will show up for them with 
consistency, compassion, 
and conviction.

Today, more than ever, 
that calling is being tested. 
Public education sits under a 
spotlight that is often harsh, 
unfair, and disconnected 
from the daily realities of the 
work. Our teachers and staff 
carry expectations that grow 
heavier each year, while the 
voices questioning their val-
ue grow louder. And yet, de-
spite all of it, they continue to 
walk through our doors each 
morning with purpose. They 
continue to teach, guide, en-
courage, listen, and love our 

students in ways 
that matter more 
than most people 
will ever fully see.

At Hamilton 
Heights, we are 
fortunate to have 
educators and staff 
who embody the 
very best of what 
this profession can 
be. Many of them 

live here, raise their fam-
ilies here, and invest their 
lives in the same communi-
ty they serve each day. They 
are heroes in the quietest, 
most meaningful sense of the 
word – not because they seek 
recognition, but because they 
choose to make a difference 
even when the world makes 
that choice harder than it 
should be.

Our teachers and staff are 
the ones who notice when 
a student is struggling be-
fore anyone else does. They 
are the ones who celebrate 
small victories that others 
might overlook. They are the 
ones who create classrooms 
where students feel safe 

to learn, safe to try, safe to 
fail, and safe to grow. They 
are the ones who stay late to 
help, who show up early to 
prepare, who give their ener-
gy, their creativity, and their 
hearts to the young people 
entrusted to them.

Much of their work is 
seen. But even more of it is 
unseen.

It is in the thoughtful 
pause before responding to a 
student who is hurting. It is 
in the extra time spent plan-
ning a lesson that will final-
ly “click.” It is in the quiet 
encouragement offered to a 
colleague who needs sup-
port. It is in the belief they 
hold for students who have 
not yet learned to believe in 
themselves.

These moments rarely 
make headlines. They rarely 
appear in reports or metrics. 
But they are the moments 
that shape lives. They are the 
moments that define Hamil-
ton Heights.

To our teachers and staff: 
you are the heartbeat of this 
district. You are the reason 

our students feel known, 
supported, and capable. You 
are the reason families trust 
us. You are the reason Ham-
ilton Heights continues to be 
a place where relationships 
matter, where values guide 
our work, and where stu-
dents thrive not because of 
programs or policies, but be-
cause of people like you.

The work you do is no-
ble. The impact you make is 
profound. And the way you 
show up for our students, 
day after day, year after year, 
is nothing short of heroic. 
Thank you for choosing this 
profession. Thank you for 
choosing Hamilton Heights. 
Thank you for choosing 
our students, even when the 
world makes that choice dif-
ficult. It is one of the greatest 
honors of my career to know 
you, to work alongside you, 
and to witness the difference 
you make.

You shine in ways that 
strengthen this community, 
and we are immeasurably 
better because of you.

#WeAreHuskies

Dr. derek arrowood
Heights Superintendent
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Information about two upcoming ballot measures
Indiana has 

two statewide 
ballot measures 
certified to be 
on the ballot on 
Nov. 3. 

The state 
legislature has 
referred a consti-
tutional amend-
ment to the bal-
lot that would 
require city and town court 

judges to reside 
in the county 
where the court 
is located or in a 
county closest to 
the court which 
borders the 
county where the 
court is located.

The legis-
lature has also 
referred a consti-

tutional amendment to the 

ballot to provide offenses 
other than murder or trea-
son are bailable unless the 
accused poses a substantial 
risk to any other person or 
the community if the pre-
sumption is strong, and the 
state proves that no condi-
tion of release will protect 
the community.

Ray Adler is a longtime 
attorney with offices at The 
Adler Building, 136 S. 9th 

St., Downtown Nobles-
ville. He is also one of the 
owners of The Hamilton 
County Reporter Newspa-
per.

ray Adler
Ask Adler
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The path to our dreams 
brings more than expected

Once upon a 
time, there was 
an eight-year-old 
girl growing up 
in Northern Indi-
ana who dreamed 
of being an au-
thor. She happi-
ly plunked out 
stories on her 
K-Mart “Snappy 
Blue” typewriter, 
which produced only capi-
tal letters.

As the girl matured into 
her teen years, her mother 
gave her a real typewrit-
er. Soon she created entire 
books, which she entered 
into various contests. She 
never won, but she kept try-
ing. The girl took creative 
writing in high school and 
went on to be a Journalism 
and English major at Indiana 
University, Bloomington.

As she transformed into 
a young woman, her head 
filled with dreams of be-
ing a famous author, work-
ing full-time and traveling 
around the country – and 
beyond – on book tours. The 
woman figured she’d work 
at newspapers and write her 
books on the side until she 
could be a full-time author.

After graduation, she 
worked in newspapers sell-
ing advertising vs. working 
on the editorial side. But the 
woman enjoyed her work. 
She kept reading books and 
newspapers, turning often to 
columnist Erma Bombeck, 
whom she’d loved ever 
since she was a girl.

Time passed, and the 
woman fell in love with a 
wonderful man and had two 
sweet little boys. She still 
wasn’t a full-time author, 
but she discovered an amaz-
ing career where she could 
use her writing skills – that 
of a grant professional. 

While she still wrote 
books on the side thanks to 
her sons’ naps and evenings/
weekends, she fell in love 
with helping nonprofits se-
cure funding to make a dif-
ference in the world. The 
woman also began to write a 
column for a local newspa-
per, hoping to be at least half 
as good as her idol, Erma.

As her sons grew, so did 
her grant professional expe-

rience. The wom-
an went on to 
work for her city 
and county, writ-
ing and self-pub-
lishing books 
along the way. 
She didn’t travel 
much beyond her 
hometown but did 
attend Grant Pro-
fessional Associa-

tion conferences around the 
country and often talked to 
her kind readers. In fact, she 
began to reach more readers 
thanks to writing at a new 
local newspaper and one in 
Kokomo, too.

One day, she took a 
plunge she never imagined: 
she started her own fund-
raising consultancy. This 
gave her more freedom to 
grow in all aspects of her 
writing. In her early 50s, the 
woman learned about writ-
ers’ conferences – some-
thing she had never heard of 
– and attended her first one 
at Taylor University. 

The annual conference 
opened her world and gave 
her new friendships – and 
strengthened existing ones. 
It nurtured her mind and 
soul and opened the gate to 
a new, traditional Christian 
publisher for her books. 
Her friends, the Word War-
riors, began meeting with 
her once a month. Both the 
event and her Word Warriors 
helped her grow her faith 
and opened her mind. 

Suddenly, as a confer-
ence keynote speaker said 
one year, she realized her 
writing path shouldn’t nec-
essarily focus first on sales. 
Instead, it should lead to 
souls – helping others make 
their lives better. The wom-
an also knew her writing 
path, though different from 
what she had envisioned as 
a girl, was better than she 
had ever imagined.

The woman is still 
on her journey. Wheth-
er or not she becomes a 
full-time author, she’ll 
keep writing. Whether it’s 
newspaper columns, grant 
proposals, or books, she’ll 
continue to embrace the 
twists, turns, and discov-
eries on the path to her 
dreams. She hopes others 
do the same on their paths.

And the woman lived 
happily ever after.

Amy Shankland is an 
empty-nester, writer, and 
fundraising professional 
living in Noblesville with 
her husband John and two 
dogs. You can reach her via 
email at amys@greenave-
nue.info.

AMY SHANKLAND
Perfectly Imperfect

COLUMNIST

Investing in education &
delivering results for students

Indiana stu-
dents are mak-
ing significant 
academic gains. 
Reading scores 
are reaching 
new highs, math 
proficiency has 
improved, high 
school graduation 
rates are higher 
than ever before and we're 
better aligning our educa-
tion system with real-world 
careers.

These gains have come 
alongside robust and in-
creased investment in Indi-
ana's students, teachers, and 
schools.

One of the clearest ex-
amples of Indiana's progress 
is in early literacy.

After Indiana refocused 
on the science of reading, 
strengthened early inter-
ventions, and aligned cur-
riculum with proven strat-
egies, third-grade IREAD 
scores increased for the fifth 
consecutive year in 2026. 
Nearly 89 percent of third 
graders are demonstrating 
reading proficiency, and 
literacy rates have climbed 
7.5 percentage points since 

2021, surpassing 
p r e - p a n d e m i c 
levels.

On the 2024 
National Assess-
ment of Educa-
tional Progress, 
Indiana ranked 
sixth in the nation 
in both fourth- 
and eighth-grade 

reading. A separate national 
analysis released this year 
ranked Indiana sixth among 
states for reading recovery.

Hoosier students are 
making progress in math 
as well. Student math 
proficiency on the state's 
ILEARN assessment in-
creased 5.2 percentage 
points from 2021 to 2025, 
with gains across every test-
ed grade level.

We’re also better con-
necting high school with 
what comes next – whether 
that's college, a career, the 
military, an apprenticeship, 
or additional training. 

Indiana's redesigned 
high school diploma is giv-
ing students more opportuni-
ties to gain work experience, 
earn credentials and make 
career connections before 

graduation. Indiana ranks 
fourth nationally in total ac-
tive registered apprentices. 

We're also helping col-
lege-bound students better 
prepare while saving fami-
lies money on college costs. 
Indiana leads the nation in 
the percentage of high school 
students completing at least 
one college course, with the 
average student earning 15 
college credits before ever 
stepping foot on campus.

Expanded options and 
increased relevancy are 
helping students succeed. 
Indiana's high school grad-
uation rate recently reached 
a record high of nearly 92 
percent – higher than the 
national average.

Now, let's talk about 
funding. 

Since 2014, Indiana has 
increased education fund-
ing by 46 percent – a $3 
billion increase. In the most 
recent state budget, Indiana 
increased K-12 tuition sup-
port by $640 million, a 5 
percent increase over the bi-
ennium, to its highest level 
yet. State tuition support for 
public schools alone has in-
creased 30 percent over the 
last decade.

At the local level, fund-
ing has increased as well. 
And to be clear, our public 

schools statewide are re-
ceiving more – not less – in 
property tax funding this 
year than they did last year.

Indiana has also made 
raising teacher pay a prior-
ity. Through increased state 
investment and require-
ments that more education 
dollars reach the classroom, 
the average teacher salary 
has grown by nearly 16 per-
cent since the 2020-2021 
school year and now ex-
ceeds $60,000 a year. 

At the same time, we've 
expanded options for Indi-
ana's families, putting par-
ents in the driver's seat and 
empowering more families 
to choose the education 
environment that's best for 
their student. 

Indiana has refocused 
on the fundamentals, better 
connected the classroom to 
real-world success, provid-
ed ongoing investment and 
expanded educational op-
portunities for families.

There's more work 
ahead, but Indiana is mov-
ing in the right direction and 
delivering real results for 
Hoosier students. 

House Speaker Todd 
Huston (R-Fishers) rep-
resents House District 37, 
which includes a portion of 
Hamilton County.

TODD HUSTON

Guest COLUMNIST

A few words on ‘wellness’
Wellness: the 

state of being 
healthy, espe-
cially when it is 
something that 
you actively try 
to achieve. (Cam-
bridge English 
Dictionary)

I just adore 
words, read-
ing them, writ-
ing them, listening to them 
… you get the picture. Of 
course, there are exceptions; 
chief among them are words 
which are considered perfor-
mative, obscene, or worse 
yet, useless.

Now I am not saying that 
the word “wellness” is any 
of those … or am I? I will 
get to that explanation, but I 
will remind my readers that 
the earliest known written 
use appears in a 1654 diary 
entry by the Scottish states-
man Sir Archibald Johnston, 
Lord Wariston, who wrote, “I 
blessed God for my daugh-
ter’s wellness.” Profoundly 
sincere and simply stated.

Of course, I, and others 
like me who teach fitness 
classes and certified as a 
nutrition and wellness con-

sultant should be 
“all in” on “well-
ness” particularly 
as it is defined 
by Cambridge. 
However, it is 
difficult to turn 
on the comput-
er, check social 
media, watch a 
television com-
mercial (if you 

actually do that!), read a 
magazine, or peruse the 
book shelves without see-
ing the word “wellness” to 
attract your attention. The 
21st Century advertisers, in 
particular, have used the 
word “wellness” to sell ev-
erything from toothpaste to 
vitamins and everything in 
between.

As much as I incorporate 
the word wellness in my writ-
ings, I frown to see it used in 
ways that are commercially 
self-serving and confusing. 
So let’s get into the definition 
of that word as it pertains to 
us personally and in our ev-
eryday lives.

While I am not licensed 
or certified to give medical 
evaluations, I am a keen ob-
server of what can appear to 

be a lack of wellness. Chief 
among these are obvious: 
a person who is a smok-
er, heavy drinker, one who 
partakes of fast food and/
or non-nutritional or “junk 
food” items, and one who 
declines to make movement 
an integral part of their dai-
ly activity. None of these 
characteristics or habits 
can incorporate a healthy 
lifestyle, or basic wellness. 
Similarly, those persons 
who do not stay focused 
intellectually and mentally 
and find ways to make a 
difference in their surround-
ings also lack a basic con-
cept of wellness. 

Can we encompass well-
ness if we are disabled, el-
derly, a size or two above our 
ideal, dealing with chronic 
issues such as diabetes or 
high blood pressure? The 
answer is yes! I am familiar 
with folks meeting some or 
several of these issues yet 
they find time, they make 
time, they use time, to do 
their very best to be the best 
they can; physically, mental-
ly, intellectually, and more 
than anything – to enjoy life.

I find that the word can 

also be intimidating. Well-
ness can be achieved without 
a great deal of cost, knowl-
edge, effort, or time. I know 
people who are undergoing 
chemotherapy and other seri-
ous illnesses whom I would 
declare that they are exam-
ples of wellness through 
their attitudes and their focus 
on what is best for their bod-
ies and minds.

My column here is 
tagged “Be Well” because 
that to me is the basic goal 
of our human lives and we 
can get there with our mind-
body connection and atten-
tion to what is truly good for 
us. As individuals, families, 
neighborhoods, regions, and 
as a country we need to eat 
better, move our bodies, read 
frequently, talk, and listen to 
each other more, and smile!

Be Well!
Sharon McMahon, CNWC

The opinions expressed 
in this article are not in-
tended to replace advice of 
your personal physician or 
licensed health profession-
al. Please consult your phy-
sician for to any issues you 
may have related nutrition 
or fitness activity.

SHARON McMAHON
Be Well

COLUMNIST

a woman friend modeling a 
dress asks the other woman 
friend if she likes it and the 
friend answers, “It’s really 
nice” while thinking “Why 
in the world did she pick out 
that one?” Have we ever re-
sponded that way? Instead, 
we might follow the sugges-
tion I came across recently 
and try to find something 
you can truthfully compli-
ment such as “That color 
blue accentuates your beau-
tiful eyes.” Perhaps that’s a 
technique worth trying!

Lastly, two wishes. This 

Halloween when masked 
goblins or superheroes 
come knocking at your door, 
hopefully you will admire 
their costumes! And just 
for fun, you might think of 
what mask and costume you 
might wear if you were again 
a 5-year-old on Halloween!

Nancy Kelly Smith is a 
retired English professor 
and published author. She 
is also an Ambassador for 
the national civility organi-
zation Civic Renaissance. 
Learn more at civic-renais-
sance.com.
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Our skillful son Tony
If you have 

been reading my 
series of columns 
on how Mrs. K and 
I are dealing with 
the August floods 
that ravaged our 
home, you have 
read about our 
son, Tony. He is 
Donna’s son from 
a previous mar-
riage, but I call him my son 
because that is the role he has 
taken on in my life.

It is Tony who came to 
our rescue when we needed 
a place to stay – driving his 
RV to our property. It is Tony 
who has contracted all the 
labor we have used and who 
has done much of the hands-
on work himself.

Tony is a brilliant ace 
of all trades. He performs 
at a top and precise level in 
carpentry, electrical work, 
plumbing, car repair, design-
ing and building, handyman 
work, appliance repair … 
anything and everything to 
do with hands on-problem 
solving.

Working under the ban-
ner of his company, Anew 
Look, he provides his cus-
tomers with all the above, 
and has gained a reputation 
for his hard-working, hon-

est and thoughtful 
services. He has 
been the engine to 
our recovery from 
the flooding disas-
ter we have been 
through.

But Tony’s 
skills are not the 
only inspiring 
thing about the 
man. His path to 

his successes has been a 
rocky one at times, to say 
the least. His present state 
is a testament to his ulti-
mate strength of character 
– a strength that was not al-
ways at the fore, but which 
had to be discovered and 
decided upon.

Tony was born the mid-
dle child of Mrs. K’s five 
children. As such, he strove 
for attention with silly an-
tics, daredevil stunts, and a 
general look-at-me attitude. 
As he grew, he wasn’t im-
mune to getting in trouble 
and causing his mom more 
than a few gray hairs as 
he tested life with minor 
crimes and eventual drug 
use. More serious problems 
followed and Tony found 
out what it was like to be 
incarcerated.

Eventually after sev-
eral such episodes of loss 

of freedom and dangerous 
downward steps into drug 
use, Tony figured things out. 
He developed his faiths in 
God and in himself. He de-
cided to take a different tack. 
The result was a 180-degree 
change in the direction of 
his path in life.

Somehow, Tony always 
has had the talent for un-
derstanding the mechanical 
arts. By observing others, 
as well as trial and error, he 
learned to do just about every 
hands-on skill you can think 
of. I call him a genius in his 
special abilities. I have nev-
er seen him at a loss when it 
comes to figuring out spatial 
problems or knowing about 
the workings of literally ev-
ery kind of system.

One of my favorite Tony 
stories is about how a broth-
er-in-law was having some 
trouble with the engine in 
his car, an Acura. No one 
could figure out the problem 
or how to resolve it. When 
Tony heard about it, he at-
tacked the situation – first 
going into an auto parts store 
and finding a book with an 
exploded diagram of an Acu-
ra engine. He memorized the 
diagram. From that he disas-
sembled the Acura engine in 
his sister’s driveway, laying 

all the parts out, found the 
problem, cleaned and fixed 
the troublesome part, then 
reassembled the engine. His 
sister’s husband said the car 
ran better than it ever had. 
Then he fixed his sister’s 
Lexus. Same results.

Nowadays, Tony is 
much in demand for a vari-
ety of services. He has been 
working hard every day on 
the recovery of our home, 
the same home he grew up 
in. From the very first post-
flood days, his contractor’s 
network of workers, skilled 
and unskilled, have provid-
ed the repairs to our walls 
and floors, working at spe-
cial rates for him, saving us 
money.

Tony is a man who has 
been at the bottom of life’s 
pile. I saw him there. He 
turned his life around be-
cause he saw that where 
he was heading was a dead 
end, emphasis on the dead. 
He had enough, and found 
that the escape hatch was 
in himself – he only had to 
turn the knob.

Tony’s story is an inspir-
ing one and it is an ongoing 
tribute to his mother’s creed: 
“Never give up.” She never 
gave up on her middle son, 
and she has been rewarded.

KEN KLINGENMEIER

COLUMNIST

NOTICE OF PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION OF 
HAMILTON COUNTY, INDIANA TO ISSUE BONDS

Owners of real property, and registered voters residing in, Hamilton County, Indiana (the “County”), are hereby given notice that the County Council of the County (the 
“Board”), having held meetings and two separate public hearings pursuant to Indiana Code 6-1.1-20-3.1 and Indiana Code 5-3-1, on October 7, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Commissioner’s Courtroom at of the Hamilton County Government and Judicial Center, 1 Hamilton County Square, Noblesville, Indiana 46060, adopted its Ordinance 
No. CC 09-02-2026-A (the “Ordinance”) making a preliminary determination to issue general obligations bonds (the “Bonds”) to finance two separate and distinct public 
improvement projects in the County consisting of (i) the refinancing of the County’s Redevelopment District Bond Anticipation Notes, Series 2023, dated May 25, 2023, 
which were issued to provide interim financing for the construction of sewer and water systems to initially serve the Bakers Corner community and surrounding area (the 
“2023 BAN Refinancing Project”) and (ii) a certain water and sewer public improvement project in the County including (a) a new water main connecting to the water 
main on the east side of US 31 north of 241st Street, then running east along 241st Street to Anthony Road, south along Anthony Road to 236th Street, and the east along 
236th Street to Deming Road, (b) a new regional lift station on the north side of 236th Street west of Deming Road and sanitary force main to the wastewater treatment 
plant, and (c) a new water main and low pressure sewer system south of 241st Street to serve approximately 6 homes in Twilight Hills who have requested utility service 
(the “Water/Sewer Improvement Project” and together with the 2023 BAN Refinancing Project, collectively, the “Projects”).  Each of the Projects is a “controlled project” 
as defined in Indiana Code 6-1.1-20-1.1 and is subject to certain additional procedures under Indiana Code 6-1.1-20, as amended, including those as outlined in Indiana 
Code 6-1.1-20-3.1.  

The total maximum original aggregate principal amount of the Bonds will not exceed $22,000,000 with not more than $9,615,000 of the Bonds allocable to the Water/
Sewer Improvement Project and $12,385,000 allocable to the 2023 BAN Refinancing Project.  The maximum term for the Bonds will not exceed twenty (20) years.  
Based on the estimated interest rates that will be paid in connection with the Bonds of a maximum rate of 7.00%, the total maximum total interest cost associated 
therewith is $18,006,431 for the entire issue Bonds with $7,868,810 of such amount allocable to the Water/Sewer Improvement Project and $10,137,621 allocable to 
the 2023 BAN Refinancing Project.  The purpose of the Bonds is to provide financing for the Projects, including cost of issuance of the Bonds.  The County’s current 
total debt service fund tax levy is $19,771,877 and the County’s current debt service fund tax rate is $0.0510 per $100 of assessed value.  The County’s estimated total 
debt service fund tax levy for 2026 pay 2027 is $19,768,331 (inclusive of all of the Bonds), with $2,093,953 allocable to the Water/Sewer Improvement Project and 
$2,697,702 allocable to the 2023 BAN Refinancing Project.  The County’s estimated debt service fund tax rate for 2026 pay 2027 is $0.0514 (inclusive of all of the 
Bonds), with $0.0054 allocable to the Water/Sewer Improvement Project and $0.0070 allocable to the 2023 BAN Refinancing Project, per $100 of assessed value.  The 
estimated total maximum debt service fund tax levy for the County and the estimated total maximum debt service fund tax rate for the County after the issuance of the 
Bonds is anticipated to occur no earlier than 2026 pay 2027 and will be $19,768,331 (inclusive of all the Bonds) and $0.0514 (inclusive of all the Bonds) per $100 of 
assessed value (see above allocations for respective Projects).  The percent of the County’s outstanding long term debt after the issuance of the Bonds, together with the 
outstanding long term debt of other taxing units that include any of the territory of the County, compared to the net assessed value of taxable property within the County is 
approximately 11.09%.      

The estimated amount of the County’s debt service levy and rate that will result during the following 10 years if the County issues the Bonds, after also considering any 
changes that will occur to the debt service levy and rate during that period on account of any outstanding bonds or lease obligations that will mature or terminate during 
that period is respectively as follows for the debt service allocable to the Water/Sewer Improvement Project, the 2023 BAN Refinancing Project and collectively for the 
Projects:

Water/Sewer Improvement Project
Year Estimated Water/Sewer Improvement Project

Debt Service Levy*
Estimated Water/Sewer Project
Debt Service Rate*

Estimated Total
Debt Service Levy*

Estimated Total
Debt Service Rate*

2027 $2,093,953 $0.0054 $19,768,331 $0.0514 
2028 $574,480 $0.0015 $16,283,150 $0.0423 
2029 $574,480 $0.0015 $16,299,200 $0.0423 
2030 $574,480 $0.0015 $16,293,875 $0.0423 
2031 $574,480 $0.0015 $16,281,425 $0.0423 
2032 $574,480 $0.0015 $16,216,850 $0.0421 
2033 $574,480 $0.0015 $16,205,075 $0.0421 
2034 $574,480 $0.0015 $16,218,025 $0.0421 
2035 $574,480 $0.0015 $16,216,100 $0.0421 
2036 $574,480 $0.0015 $9,343,800 $0.0243 

*Includes deduction for miscellaneous revenues and certain operating balance impacts.
2023 BAN Refinancing Project

Year Estimated 2023 BAN Refinancing Project
Debt Service Levy*

Estimated BAN Refinancing Project
Debt Service Rate*

Estimated Total
Debt Service Levy*

Estimated Total
Debt Service Rate*

2027 $2,697,702 $0.0070 $19,768,331 $0.0514 
2028 $740,120 $0.0019 $16,283,150 $0.0423 
2029 $740,120 $0.0019 $16,299,200 $0.0423 
2030 $740,120 $0.0019 $16,293,875 $0.0423 
2031 $740,120 $0.0019 $16,281,425 $0.0423 
2032 $740,120 $0.0019 $16,216,850 $0.0421 
2033 $740,120 $0.0019 $16,205,075 $0.0421 
2034 $740,120 $0.0019 $16,218,025 $0.0421 
2035 $740,120 $0.0019 $16,216,100 $0.0421 
2036 $740,120 $0.0019 $9,343,800 $0.0243 

*Includes deduction for miscellaneous revenues and certain operating balance impacts.
Total Combined Projects

Year Estimated Projects
Debt Service Levy*

Estimated Projects
Debt Service Rate*

Estimated Total
Debt Service Levy*

Estimated Total
Debt Service Rate*

2027 $4,791,656 $0.0124 $19,768,331 $0.0514 
2028 $1,314,600 $0.0034 $16,283,150 $0.0423 
2029 $1,314,600 $0.0034 $16,299,200 $0.0423 
2030 $1,314,600 $0.0034 $16,293,875 $0.0423 
2031 $1,314,600 $0.0034 $16,281,425 $0.0423 
2032 $1,314,600 $0.0034 $16,216,850 $0.0421 
2033 $1,314,600 $0.0034 $16,205,075 $0.0421 
2034 $1,314,600 $0.0034 $16,218,025 $0.0421 
2035 $1,314,600 $0.0034 $16,216,100 $0.0421 
2036 $1,314,600 $0.0034 $9,343,800 $0.0243 

*Includes deduction for miscellaneous revenues and certain operating balance impacts.
 Any owners of real property within the County and/or registered voters residing in the County who want to initiate a petition and remonstrance process against the 

proposed debt service allocable to either of the Projects must file a petition requesting the application of a petition and remonstrance process with the Hamilton County 
Voter Registration Office which complies with Indiana Code 6-1.1-20-3.1(b)(4) and (5) not later than thirty (30) days after the date of publication of this notice.

Dated this 8th day of October, 2026.
/s/ Todd Clevenger

Auditor, Hamilton County, Indiana
R8818	 10/12/26, 10/19/26

— Hamilton County —

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Noblesville Plan Commission

Noblesville, Indiana
This notice is to inform you of a Public Hearing that will be held by the 

Noblesville Plan Commission on the 26th day of October, 2026.  This hearing, to 
discuss application LEGP-000183-2026, will begin at 6:00 p.m. in the Common 
Council Chambers, Noblesville City Hall at 16 South 10th Street.  A live stream of 
the meeting will be available on the City’s YouTube page at www.youtube.com/@
CityofNoblesville.  Applicant Jack Whitsitt, Church Church Hittle + Antrim, 
on behalf of property owner Martin Harrison Realty Noblesville LLC, requests 
approval of an amendment to the Ed Martin Pointe PD Ordinance (15-03-14) to 
relocate landscaping buffer yards along Herriman Boulevard and East 141st Street 
and amend side yard buffer yard for property located at approximately 14123 
Herriman Boulevard, Noblesville, 46060.

Written suggestions or objections relative to the application above may be filed 
with the Department of Planning and Development, at or before such meeting, and 
will be heard by the Noblesville Plan Commission.  Interested persons desiring 
to present their views, either in writing or verbally, will have an opportunity to be 
heard at the above-mentioned time and place.

A list of each appointed officer’s name, their appointing authority, and term dates 
is available at www.noblesville.in.gov/boards.  This hearing may be continued 
from time to time as found necessary by the Noblesville Plan Commission.  A 
copy of the proposal is on file in the Department of Planning and Development 
at 16 South 10th Street, Suite B140 and may be reviewed during regular office 
hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  A copy of the staff report will be posted on the city 
website www.noblesville.in.gov at least 5 days prior to the hearing.  

Noblesville Plan Commission
Caleb Gutshall, Secretary

R8798	 10/8/26, 10/12/26

— Noblesville —

NOTICE OF OFFICE OF GRANTOR & ALLEN, ALONZO RAY III 
LIVING ESTATE TRUST

Allen, Alonzo Ray III, in sui juris in esse capacity, formerly “ALLEN, ALONZO 
RAY III, Baby Boy” of Indianapolis, Indiana, Marion County; February 15, 
1987, bom of Allen, Alonzo Ray Jr. and Davie, Tonya I, Allen, Alonzo Ray III, 
certify and declare to all persons and men worldwide that I am a Hamilton County 
private American national Indianan state private citizen, domiciliary origin 9783 
E 116th Street #A516 Fishers Indiana 46037, now ingressed within the nation 
Indiana republic [Union] of the United States of North America at all times since 
birth upon the soil foreign to, without, and excluded from Domestic, Territorial, 
Military, and District of Columbia jurisdictions under the constitution 1776 A.D. 
further, I am the living grantor to the office of grantor titled “Allen, Alonzo Ray 
III Living Estate”, established [date of trust establishment], the certificate of trust 
and affidavit of trustee as amended, the rights, title and interest executed on Trust 
Transfer Grant Deeds intended for her assigns, devisees, and legatees entitled 
[Registered Mail Number: RE 079 241 178 US]-000.00l through [Registered 
Mail Number: RE 079 241 178 US] -999.999, for sole beneficiary “Allen, Alonzo 
Ray III Living Estate” [date of trust establishment: 9-22-2026]; Office of Grantor 
primary mailing location is c/o 9783 E 116th Street #A516 Fishers Indiana 
46037. Further, notice is given of the establishment of the private revocable living 
trust entitled “Family of Allen Living Estate Trust” executed on [date of trust 
establishment: 10-6-26] with same status as forestated by the Grantor’s Office 
within the meaning at the time of the adoption of the constitution 1776 A.D.
R8826	 10/12/26, 10/19/26

— Hamilton County —

— Court Notices —
STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF Hamilton	 )

In The Hamilton
Circuit Court

Cause No. 29C01-2610-MI-12377
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF:
Amber Marie Ely
Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Amber Marie Ely, whose mailing 
address is: 11961 Geyser Court, 
Fishers. IN 46038, in the Hamilton 
County, Indiana, hereby gives notice 
that Amber Marie Ely has filed a 
petition in the Hamilton County 
Circuit Court requesting that name be 
changed to Amber Marie Stiles.

Notice is further given that the 
hearing will be held on said Petition 
on: January 5, 2027 at 10:00 a.m.
Amber Marie Ely
Petitioner
Date: October, 9, 2026

Kathy Kreag Williams
Hamilton County Clerk

R8828	 10/12/26, 10/19/26, 10/26/26

STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF Hamilton	 )

In The Hamilton
Circuit Court

Cause No. 29C01-2609-MI-011843
IN THE NAME CHANGE OF
JALEN SAMUEL WESLEY 
TURPEN,
Petitioner.

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Notice is hereby given that on 
September 28, 2026, the Petitioner, 
Jalen Samuel Wesley Turpen, by 
counsel, filed a Petition for Change of 
Name in the Hamilton Circuit Court 
requesting that his name be changed to 
Jalen Turpen Nixon.

Notice is further given that the 
hearing will be held on said Petition 
on: January 5, 2027 at 8:30 a.m. which 
is more than (30) days after the third 
notice of publication. Any person has 
the right to appear at the hearing and 
to file written objections on or before 
the hearing date. The parties shall 
report to 1 Hamilton County Square, 
Noblesville, IN 46060.
Date: Sept. 28, 2026

Andrew R. Bloch
Judge, Hamilton County

R8827	 10/12/26, 10/19/26, 10/26/26
ReadTheReporter.com

Noblesville taxpayers kept their end of the deal
I’m a Nobles-

ville resident, a 
homeowner, and 
the state director 
of Americans for 
Prosperity–Indi-
ana. On Nov. 3, 
I will vote no on 
the property tax 
referendum on our 
ballot.

A lot has been said about 
my team and this referen-
dum over the last few weeks. 
Some of it deserves a direct 
response.

Let's start with the claim 
that Americans for Prosper-
ity-Indiana is some “out-of-
state” group coming into No-
blesville.

I live here. I own a home 
here, pay property taxes here, 
and currently pay the referen-
dum tax we’re debating. The 
volunteers knocking on doors 
and making phone calls with 
us include dozens of Nobles-
ville residents who have just 
as much at stake in this refer-
endum as anyone else.

People are welcome to 
disagree with us. But we are 
part of this community, too. 
Let’s argue about the tax it-
self.

Supporters describe the 
proposed property tax levy in 
terms of how much more tax-
payers would pay compared 
with the current levy. 

There is just one incon-
venient detail: The current 
referendum levy expires 
Dec. 31.

Noblesville taxpayers 
agreed in 2018 to pay that 
levy for eight years. We did. 
An eight-year tax doesn’t 
magically become permanent 
when those eight years are up.

If the new referendum 

fails, taxpayers ar-
en’t skipping out 
on a bill. The tax 
voters approved 
in 2018 will have 
reached its sched-
uled expiration.

The ballot au-
thorizes a max-
imum rate of 57 
cents per $100 of 

assessed value, allowing the 
district to collect up to $43.8 
million annually. At that 
maximum rate, the state-ap-
proved ballot language es-
timates an annual increase 
of $955 for a median-value 
home.

The school board has a 
committed to a 38.5-cent rate 
in 2027 and limiting annual 
increases to 4 cents. But vot-
ers are being asked to autho-
rize a maximum rate of 57 
cents.

When I vote, I won't 
rely on the promises of local 
elected officials. I'll look at 
what the ballot actually au-
thorizes. 

The school board knew 
for eight years exactly when 
the current referendum levy 
would expire. Eight years is 
plenty of notice. Yet the dis-
trict now relies on those tem-
porary referendum dollars to 
fund ongoing expenses, and 
taxpayers are being warned 
of significant consequences if 
they don’t authorize another. 

That's not something In-
dianapolis did to Noblesville. 
It reflects decisions made 
here about how to budget ref-
erendum revenue and what 
would happen when the levy 
expired.

The school board mem-
bers aren’t the only local 
elected officials whose choic-

es deserve scrutiny.
Mayor Chris Jensen is 

publicly campaigning for 
the referendum. He has ar-
gued that strong schools are 
an investment in Noblesville 
and that the additional cost to 
taxpayers is relatively small.

But Mayor Jensen has 
championed major taxpay-
er-backed investments of his 
own, including the new $93 
million Riverview Health 
Arena at Innovation Mile.

The money used to fi-
nance the arena isn’t simply 
interchangeable with school 
funding. But taxpayers don’t 
experience local government 
one taxing unit at a time. 
They experience the cumula-
tive cost.

Mayor Jensen thinks the 
arena is a great investment, 
and he is welcome to defend 
it. He thinks this referendum 
is a good investment, too. 
Voters are entitled to look 
at all of those choices when 
local leaders ask families to 
pay more.

Good leaders plan ahead. 
They don't build budgets 
around taxes everyone knows 
expire.

Noblesville taxpayers 
kept our end of the 2018 deal. 

Local government should 
have planned for theirs.

Cody White is a Nobles-
ville resident and homeown-
er, and he serves as the State 
Director of Americans for 
Prosperity–Indiana.

CODY WHITE

Guest COLUMNIST

Submit Public Notices to:
PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com

https://paulpoteet.com/


B6	 “Go Purple” with Prevail!	 Week of Oct. 12, 2026

STATE OF INDIANA	 ) 	 IN THE HAMILTON COUNTY 
		  )	 SUPERIOR COURT I
		  )
COUNTY OF HAMILTON	) 	 CAUSE NO. 29D01-2609-EU-000420
IN THE MATTER OF THE UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE ESTATE OF 
RALPH D. GARDNER, DECEASED  

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that Sally Hambleton was on September 21, 2026 

appointed Personal Representative of the Estate of Ralph D. Gardner, Deceased, 
who died on June 3, 2026.

All persons who have claims against this estate, whether or not now due, must 
file the claim in the office of the clerk of this court within three (3) months from 
the date of the first publication of this notice, or within nine (9) months after the 
decedent’s death, whichever is earlier, or the claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana this September 21, 2026
Kathy Kreag Williams

Clerk, Hamilton County
Disc. No. 2132549 
GEYER LEGAL GROUP, PC
11550 N. Meridian Street, Ste. 200
Carmel, IN 46032
317-973 -4555
317-489-5195 fax
rgeyer@rgeyerlaw.com

R8726	 10/5/26, 10/12/26

— Court Notices —

STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF Hamilton	 )

In The Hamilton
Circuit Court

Cause No. 29C01-2609-MI-011466
IN RE THE MATTER OF:
Erika Maura Pyle
Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Erika Maura Pyle, whose mailing 
address is: 11292 Sea Side Court, 
Fishers, Indiana 46040, in the 
Hamilton County, Indiana, hereby 
gives notice that Erika Maura Pyle has 
filed a petition in the Hamilton County 
Circuit Court requesting that name be 
changed to Erikah Maura Pyle.

Notice is further given that the 
hearing will be held on said Petition 
on: January 5, 2027 at 10:00 a.m.
Erika Maura Pyle
Petitioner
Date: September 21, 2026

Kathy Kreag Williams
Hamilton County Clerk

R8748	 10/5/26, 10/12/26, 10/19/26

29D01-2608-ES-343
STEPHEN W. COOK

Attorney for Estate
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
In the Superior Court No. 1 of 

Hamilton County, Indiana.
Notice is hereby given that Diane 

Nevitt was on the 25th day of 
September, 2026, appointed Personal 
Representative of the Estate of 
Jennifer Diane Lucas, deceased, who 
died on the June 20, 2026.

All persons having claims against 
this estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the same in said Court within 
three (3) months from the date of 
the first publication of this notice, 
or within nine (9) month after the 
decedent’s death, whichever is earlier, 
or the claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana, this 
25th day of September, 2026.

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk, Hamilton Superior Court No. 1

Stephen W. Cook
COOK & COOK 
Attorneys at Law 
955 Logan Street 
Noblesville, IN 46060
R8749	 10/5/26, 10/12/26

29D01-2609-EU-000422
STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF HAMILTON	 )

IN THE HAMILTON 
SUPERIOR COURT 1

IN THE MATTER OF THE 	 )
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF 	 )
FRANCES C. LAZEROV, 
DECEASED.	 )

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that David 
Lazerov, on this date September 22, 
2026, was appointed as personal 
representative of the estate of Frances 
C. Lazerov, deceased, who died on 
August 21, 2026, leaving a will. The 
estate will be administered without 
Court Supervision.

All persons having claims against 
said estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of 
the Clerk of this Court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or the 
claims will be forever barred.

Dated September 22, 2026.
Kathy Kreag Williams

Clerk of the Hamilton Superior Court
Jeffrey A. Adams
Cohen Garelick & Glazier 
Professional Corporation
Attorney No. 22252-49
8888 Keystone Crossing, Suite 800
Indianapolis, Indiana 46240
(317) 573-8888
(317) 574-3855 (fax) 
jadams@cgglawfirm.com
R8750	 10/5/26, 10/12/26

STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF Hamilton	 )

In The Hamilton
Circuit Court

Cause No. 29C01-2608-MI-010112
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME 	 ) 
CHANGE OF THE MINOR CHILD:	)
BRYNLEE LYNN BECK-STEWART,	)
BRUCE WAYNE STEWART,	 )
Petitioner.	 )

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Notice is hereby given that 
Petitioner, Bruce Wayne Stewart, has 
filed a Verified Petition For Change of 
Name on the 18 day of August, 2026. 
The Verified Petition requests that 
name of the minor child Brynlee Lynn 
Beck-Stewart be changed to Brynlee 
Lynn Stewart.

This Petition is scheduled for hearing 
on the day of December 18, 2026 at 
10:00 a.m., which is more than thirty 
(30) days after the third notice of 
publication. Any person has the right 
to appear at the hearing and to file 
objections on or before the hearing 
date.
Date: August 20, 2026

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk, Hamilton Cunty Circuit Court

R8753	 10/5/26, 10/12/26, 10/19/26

29D01-2609-EU-000428
WILLIAM J. DALE, JR.
NICHOLAS R. ARBUCKLE DALE 
& EKE, P.C.
9100 Keystone Crossing, Suite 400 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46240 Phone: 
(317) 844-7400

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION

In the Hamilton Superior Court 
No. 1

In the Matter of the Estate of Judy 
A. Wilson, Deceased

Estate No.: 29D01-2609-EU-000428
Notice is hereby given that Tracey 

E. Cook was on September 29, 2026, 
appointed Personal Representative 
of the Estate of Judy A. Wilson, 
deceased, who died on the 11th day of 
September, 2026.

All persons who have claims against 
this Estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of 
the clerk of this Court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this Notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the Decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or the 
claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana on 
September 29, 2026.

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk of the Hamilton  County

Superior Court 1
R8757	 10/5/26, 10/12/26

29D01-2607-EU-000324
STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF HAMILTON	 )

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT NO. 1
IN RE THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF BETTY J. MARSHALL
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that 

Jean Terrell was on the 24 day of 
July, 2026, appointed Personal 
Representative of the Estate of Betty 
J. Marshall, deceased, who died on 
06/01/2026.

All persons who have claims against 
this estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the Office of 
the Clerk of this Court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or the 
claims will be forever barred.

Dated this July 24, 2026.
Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk of the Hamilton 

Circuit/Superior Courts
DeFur Voran LLP 
By: /s/ Gregory J. Cagnassola 
Gregory Cagnassola, # 16669-49 8409 
Fishers Centre Dr.
Fishers, IN 46038 
Telephone: 317-585-8085
R8758	 10/5/26, 10/12/26

IN THE HAMILTON SUPERIOR 
COURT NO. 3 

STATE OF INDIANA
IN THE MATTER OF THE 	 )
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF 	 )
MELISSA ANN FOX,	 )
DECEASED	 )

CAUSE NO. 29D03-2607-EU-308
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that on 

August 10, 2026, Quentin J. Fox was 
appointed Personal Representative 
of the Estate of Melissa Ann Fox, 
deceased, who died on June 4, 2026.

All persons having claims against 
this estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of 
the Clerk of this Court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this Notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the Decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or the 
claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana on 
September 18, 2026.

Kathy Kreag Williams
Hamilton County Circuit and 

Superior Courts
Coots Henke & Wheeler, P.C. 
255 East Carmel Drive 
Carmel, Indiana 46032-2689 
Telephone: (317) 844-4693
R8759	 10/5/26, 10/12/26

29D01-2609-EU-000425
STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF HAMILTON	 )

IN THE HAMILTON COUNTY 
SUPERIOR COURT #1

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 	)
OF CHARLES WILLIS LUGAR JR.,	)
DECEASED.	 )
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that on 

September 23, 2026 Charles Willis 
Lugar III was

appointed Personal Representative 
of the Estate of Charles Willis Lugar 
Jr., deceased, who died on July 19, 
2026.

All persons having claims against 
this estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of 
the Clerk of this Court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or the 
claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana this 
date: September 23, 2026.

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk of the Hamilton  County

Superior Court 1
Stacy N. Todderud 
Attorney at Law 
961 Keystone Way 
Carmel IN 46032
R8760	 10/5/26, 10/12/26

29D03-2609-EU-000429
Hamilton Superior Court 3

STATE OF INDIANA  
COUNTY OF HAMILTON 

IN THE HAMILTON 
SUPERIOR COURT 3

IN THE MATTER OF THE 	 )
ESTATE OF 	 )
NORMA JEAN McJUNKIN, 	 )
DECEASED 	 )
George G. Slater, Attorney
SLATER LAW OFFICE LLC 
600 E. Carmel Drive, Suite 128 
Carmel, IN 46032 
317-571-9600
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
In the Superior Court 3 of Hamilton 

County, Indiana.
Notice is hereby given that Kathleen 

Marie Lambert was on September 
28, 2026, appointed Personal 
Representative of the Estate of Norma 
Jean McJunkin, deceased, who died on 
August 29, 2026.

All persons who have claims against 
this estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of 
the clerk of this Court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or said 
claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana, on 
September 28, 2026.

Kathy Kreag Williams
Hamilton County Clerk

R8762	 10/5/26, 10/12/26

29D03-2609-EU-000403
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
In the Superior Court of Hamilton 

County, Indiana.
In the matter of the unsupervised 

Estate of Annabel M. Mathioudakis, 
deceased.

Notice is hereby given that Nicholas 
E. Mathioudakis was, on the 15th 
day of September , 2026, appointed 
personal representative of the Estate 
of Annabel M. Mathioudakis, 
deceased, who died on the 28th day of 
August, 2026.

All persons who have claims against 
this estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of 
the clerk of this court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice or nine (9) 
months after the decedent’s death, 
whichever is earlier, or the claims will 
be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana, this 
September 15, 2026.

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk of the Hamilton Superior Court

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
Brant O. Gardner (I.D. #13978-49) 
Suite 600 
600 E. 96th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46240
T: 317-569-9600
F: 317-569-4800
E: brant.gardner@faegredrinker.com
R8756	 10/5/26, 10/12/26

29D01-2609-EU-000439
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION

In re the Unsupervised Estate of George 
Allen Stisher
ADLER Attorneys – Noblesville
136 South 9th Street
Noblesville, IN 46060-2614
Phone: 317-773-1974
Seth R. Wilson, #26647-49
seth@noblesvilleattorney.com

In the Hamilton Superior Court 1, 
Hamilton County, Indiana

Notice is given that Brian 
Christopher Hoover, on October 1, 
2026 was

appointed Personal Representative 
of the Estate of the above-named 
Decedent, who died on 11/26/2006. 
All persons who have claims against 
this Estate, whether now due, must 
file the claim in the office of the 
clerk of this court within three (3) 
months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice or within 
nine (9) months of Decedent’s death 
whichever is earlier, or the claims will 
be forever barred.

Dated: October 1, 2026.
Kathy Kreag Williams

Clerk for Hamilton Superior Court 1,
Hamilton County, Indiana

R8773	 10/5/26, 10/12/26

STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF Hamilton	 )

In The Hamilton
Circuit Court

Cause No. 29C01-2608-MI-010017
IN RE THE MATTER OF:
Matthew Allen Alcantara
Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Matthew Allen Alcantara, whose 
mailing address is: 14043 Sedona Ct., 
Carmel, IN 46032, in the Hamilton 
County, Indiana, hereby gives notice 
that Matthew Allen Alcantara has filed 
a petition in the Hamilton County 
Circuit Court requesting that name be 
changed to Matthew Southwick Allen.

Notice is further given that the 
hearing will be held on said Petition 
on: December 18, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.
Matthew Allen Alcantara
Petitioner
Date: August 17, 2026

Kathy Kreag Williams
Hamilton County Clerk

R8779	 10/5/26, 10/12/26, 10/19/26

STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF Hamilton	 )

In The Hamilton
Circuit Court

Cause No. 29C01-2608-MI-010018
IN RE THE MATTER OF:
Benjamin Allen Alcantara
Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Benjamin Allen Alcantara, whose 
mailing address is: 14043 Sedona Ct., 
Carmel, IN 46032, in the Hamilton 
County, Indiana, hereby gives notice 
that Benjamin Allen Alcantara has 
filed a petition in the Hamilton County 
Circuit Court requesting that name 
be changed to Benjamin Southwick 
Allen.

Notice is further given that the 
hearing will be held on said Petition 
on: December 18, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.
Benjamin Allen Alcantara
Petitioner
Date: August 17, 2026

Kathy Kreag Williams
Hamilton County Clerk

R8780	 10/5/26, 10/12/26, 10/19/26

STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF Hamilton	 )

IN THE HAMILTON COUNTY 
SUPERIOR COURT NO.3

Cause No. 29D01-2609-DN-010940
IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF:
Norma Angelica Cazares Arzate
PETITIONER
v.
Omar Nunez Medina
(The other spouse’s name)
RESPONDENT

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF INDIANA TO:
Omar Nunez Medina
You have been sued by your spouse 

in a divorce case. The case has been 
opened in the state and county listed 
above.

If this form has an Order Setting 
Hearing form attached to it, you 
must go to court on the date and time 
written on the Order Setting Hearing 
form. If you do not go to the hearing, 
evidence may be heard and the court 
may make decisions without you. 
If a Temporary Restraining Order is 
ordered by the court, it will go into 
effect immediately when you receive 
the order or when you know the order 
has been given by the court.

If you would like to hire a lawyer 
to represent you in this divorce case, 
you should do so before the date that 
is written on the Notice of Provisional 
Hearing form.

If you take no action in this case 
after receiving this Summons form, 
the court can finalize the divorce 
case and/or make decisions that may 
include but are not limited to the 
following issues: paternity, child 
custody, child support, maintenance, 
parenting time, property (real or 
personal), or dividing any other assets 
and debts, lawyer fees and costs.

Dated: September 8, 2026
Kathy Kreag Williams

Clerk
R8765	 10/5/26, 10/12/26, 10/19/26

29D01-2610-EU-000442
ALTMAN, POINDEXTER & 
WYATT LLC
Anne Hensley Poindexter
90 Executive Drive, Suite G
Carmel, Indiana 46032
(317) 350-1000

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION

In the Superior Court of Hamilton 
County, Indiana.

Notice is hereby given that 
Brenda Vann was, on the date of 
October 2, 2026 appointed Personal 
Representative of the Estate of Earl 
Monroe Cochran, deceased, who died 
on the 20th day of September 2026.

All persons who have claims against 
this Estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of 
the clerk of this Court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the Decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or the 
claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana, on the 
date of October 2, 2026..

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk of the Superior Court 

for Hamilton County, Indiana
R8800	 10/12/26, 10/19/26

29D01-2507-EU-000292
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
IN THE HAMILTON SUPERIOR 

Court 1
NOBLESVILLE, INDIANA
In the Matter of the Unsupervised 

Estate of Jennifer Lynn Mariano, 
deceased.

Cause No. 29D01-2507-EU-000292
Notice is hereby given that Dean 

John Mariano was, on the date set forth 
on this Notice, appointed Personal 
Representative of the unsupervised 
estate of Jennifer Lynn Mariano, 
deceased, who died on the 2nd day of 
February, 2025.

All persons who have claims against 
this estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of 
the Clerk of this Court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or the 
claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana July 
14,2025.

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk, Hamilton Superior Court 

Erin N. Johnson
1030 S. Rangeline Road, Suite 270
Carmel, IN 46032
(317) 969-7559
erin@erinjohnsonlegal.com
R8801	 10/12/26, 10/19/26

29D01-2607-EU-000306
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
In the Superior Court of Hamilton 

County, Indiana.
In the matter of the unsupervised 

Estate of Ross A. Deardorff, deceased.
Notice is hereby given that Stephen 

Robert Deardorff was, on the 15 day 
of July, 2026, appointed personal 
representative of the Estate of Ross A. 
Deardorff, deceased, who died on the 
30th day of May, 2026.

All persons who have claims against 
this estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of 
the clerk of this court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice or nine (9) 
months after the decedent’s death, 
whichever is earlier, or the claims will 
be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana this 
July 15, 2026.

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk of the Hamilton Superior Court

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
John Gardner (I.D. #10823-49)
Suite 600 
600 E. 96th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46240
T: 317-569-9600
F: 317-569-4800
E: john.gardner@faegredrinker.com
R8803	 10/12/26, 10/19/26

29D03-2609-EU-000393
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
In the Superior Court of Hamilton 

County, Indiana.
In the matter of the unsupervised 

Estate of Alice S. Hedstrom, 
deceased.

Notice is hereby given that Melissa 
H. Brooks was, on the 9th day of 
September , 2026, appointed personal 
representative of the Estate of Alice S. 
Hedstrom, deceased, who died on the 
25th day of August, 2026.

All persons who have claims against 
this estate, whether or not now due, 
must file their claims in the office of 
the clerk of this court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice or nine (9) 
months after the decedent’s death, 
whichever is earlier, or the claims will 
be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana this 
September 9, 2026.

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk of the Hamilton Superior Court

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
Brant O. Gardner (I.D. #13978-49)
Suite 600 
600 E. 96th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46240
T: 317-569-9600
F: 317-569-4800
E: brant.gardner@faegredrinker.com
R8804	 10/12/26, 10/19/26

29D02-2609-EU-000434
STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF Hamilton	 )

IN THE HAMILTON 
SUPERIOR COURT 

PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF 	 )
PHILIP E. BRINSON	 )

LETTERS TESTAMENTARY 
(Unsupervised)

I, Kathy Kreag Williams, Clerk of 
Courts, within and for the County 
of Hamilton, in the State of Indiana, 
do hereby certify that, upon petition, 
and pursuant to Court Order this date, 
Brian J. Brinson, being duly qualified 
to serve as Personal Representative 
of the estate of Philip E. Brinson, 
deceased, late of Hamilton County, 
Indiana, is duly authorized and 
empowered to administer said estate 
according to law.

WITNESS my hand and the seal 
of the Court, at Noblesville, IN, this 
October 5, 2026.

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk of the Hamilton Superior Court

Darrin Gowan Attorney 
1621 E. Greyhound Pass 
Carmel IN 46032 
317-730-1700
dgowan5@comcast.net
R8805	 10/12/26, 10/19/26

Jack G. Hittle, #26898-29
CHURCH CHURCH HITTLE + 
ANTRIM
10765 Lantern Rd., Ste. 201
Fishers, IN  46038
(317) 773-2190, FAX (317) 572-1609
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
In the Hamilton Superior Court No. 1.  

29D01-2609-EU-417
Notice is hereby given that Angela 

Lynn Resler was, on September 
21, 2026, appointed Personal 
Representative of the Estate of 
MARTHA JANE POIO, deceased, who 
died July 30, 2026.

All persons who have claims against 
this Estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of 
the Clerk of this Court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or the 
claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana on 
September 21, 2026..

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk of the Superior Court of

Hamilton County, Indiana
R8806	 10/12/26, 10/19/26

29D02-2609-EU-000407
WEBSTER & GARINO LLC
209 E 175th Street, Suite A
Westfield, IN 46074
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
In the Hamilton County Superior 

Court, Notice is hereby given 
that Donald Ackerson and Judy 
Ackerson were on the 16th day of 
September, 2026, appointed Personal 
Representatives of the Estate of Karen 
S. Bolin, deceased, who died on 
September 6, 2026.

All persons who have claims against 
the estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the Office of 
the Clerk of this Court within three 
(3) months from the date of first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or the 
claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana this 
17th day of September, 2026.

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk of the Hamilton County 

Superior Court
R8807	 10/12/26, 10/19/26

29D01-2610-EU-000446
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
In the Superior Court of Hamilton 

County, Indiana.
In the matter of the unsupervised 

Estate of Mary C. Boeglin, deceased.
Notice is hereby given that Daniel 

L. Boeglin was, on the 6 day of 
October , 2026, appointed personal 
representative of the Estate of Mary 
C. Boeglin, deceased, who died on the 
29th day of September, 2026.

All persons who have claims against 
this estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of 
the clerk of this court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice or nine (9) 
months after the decedent’s death, 
whichever is earlier, or the claims will 
be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana this 
October 6, 2026.

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk of the Hamilton Superior Court

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
John Gardner (I.D. #10823-49)
Suite 600 
600 E. 96th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46240
T: 317-569-9600
F: 317-569-4800
E: john.gardner@faegredrinker.com
R8811	 10/12/26, 10/19/26

29D02-2609-EU-000421
STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF HAMILTON	 )

IN THE HAMILTON 
SUPERIOR COURT

IN THE MATTER OF THE 	 )
UNSUPERVISED	 )
ESTATE OF ROMAN JOHN 	 )
KOTRYS, DECEASED.	 )

ORDER PROBATING WILL, 
ISSUING LETTERS AND 

APPOINTING PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE WITHOUT 

COURT SUPERVISION
Cynthia Ann Wilson, Petitioner, filed 

a verified Petition for Probate of Will, 
Issuance of Letters and Appointment 
of Personal Representative Without 
Court Supervision in the Estate of 
Roman John Kotrys, deceased, which 
Petition is on file with this Court and a 
part of the Court’s records.

The Court, having examined said 
Petition and being duly advised, now 
finds as follows:

1. Roman John Kotrys (“the 
Decedent”), age 89 died testate on 
August 16, 2026, while domiciled in 
Hamilton County, Indiana.

2. Roman John Kotrys left a Last 
Will and Testament, dated July 24, 
1989, which was duly executed in all 
respects according to law and was 
not revoked by the Decedent and is 
entitled to be admitted to probate.

3. Letters Testamentary should be 
issued to Cynthia Ann Wilson as 
requested in the Petition.

4. Cynthia Ann Wilson is hereby 
appointed Personal Representative 
of the Estate of Roman John Kotrys 
and shall qualify as Personal 
Representative upon taking an oath.

5. The Personal Representative is 
hereby authorized to proceed under 
the statutory provisions of the Indiana 
Code governing the unsupervised 
administration of estates.

6. The Personal Representative 
is further ordered to notify all 
reasonably ascertainable creditors of 
Roman John Kotrys and to comply 
with the notice requirements of I.C. 
29-1-7-7 and the duties imposed by 
I.C. 29-1-7-7.5

All of which is ordered on October 
5, 2026

Johnathan M. Brown
Judge, Hamilton Superior Court

Lisa M. Adler, Esq.
Adler Estate Law LLC 
lisa@adlerestatelaw.com
R8812	 8/12/26, 8/19/26

29D03-2610-ES-000449
STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF HAMILTON	 )

IN THE HAMILTON 
SUPERIOR COURT

Cause No. 29D03-2610-ES-000449
IN THE MATTER OF THE 	 )
SUPERVISED ESTATE OF	 )
BETTYE JOYCE VAUGHN, 	 )
DECEASED	 )
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
In the Superior Court 3 of Hamilton 

County, Indiana.
Notice is hereby given that Terry 

Gruel was, on the 7th day of October, 
2026, appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate of Bettye 
Joyce Vaughn, deceased, who died on 
August 16, 2026.

All persons who have claimed 
against this estate, whether or not now 
due, must file the claim in the office 
of the clerk of this court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or the 
claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Hamilton County, Indiana, 
this 7th day of October, 2026.

Kathy Kreag Williams
CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR 

COURT FOR HAMILTON 
COUNTY, INDIANA

Steven W. Kincaid
Attorney No. 18034-34
Steven W. Kincaid, Attorney at Law, P.C.
54 N. 9th Street, Ste. 130
Noblesville, IN 46060
Telephone: 317-776-5995
Fax: 317-219-0625
R8813	 8/12/26, 8/19/26

29D01-2610-EU-000445
WILLIAM J. DALE, JR. 
NICHOLAS R. ARBUCKLE 
DALE & EKE, P.C.
9100 Keystone Crossing, Suite 400 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46240 
Phone: (317) 844-7400

NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION

In the Hamilton Superior Court 
No. 1

In the Matter of the Estate of 
Bourbon E. Bellon, Deceased

Estate No.: 29D01-2610-EU-000445
Notice is hereby given that Karl 

J. Benz was on October 6, 2026, 
appointed Personal Representative 
of the Estate of Bourbon E. Bellon, 
deceased, who died on the 25th day of 
September, 2026.

All persons who have claims against 
this Estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of 
the clerk of this Court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this Notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the Decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or the 
claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana on 
October 6, 2026.

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk of the Hamilton  County

Superior Court 1
R8814	 10/12/26, 10/19/26

Annette T. Brogden
Attorney No. 15706-41
Brogden Law Firm LLC
40 Nappanee Drive
Carmel, IN 46033
(317) 469-0100
CAUSE NO: 29D03-2610-EU-000452
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
In the Superior Court of Hamilton 

County, Indiana.
In the Matter of the Unsupervised 

ESTATE OF ROSALIE M. MOREY, 
deceased.

Notice is hereby given that SUSAN 
LYNNE BERRY and ALBERT A. 
MOREY, III on October 7,2026 
, were appointed Co-Personal 
Representatives of the Estate of 
Rosalie M. Morey, who died on the 
23rd day of November, 2025.

All persons who have claims against 
this estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of 
the clerk of this court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or the 
claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana on 
October 7, 2026 .

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk of the Superior Court

of Hamilton County, Indiana
R8815	 10/12/26, 10/19/26

29D01-2503-AD-000310
STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF HAMILTON	 )

IN THE HAMILTON SUPERIOR 
COURT 1

IN THE MATTER OF THE	 )
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE OF 	 )
LUPE SWINFORD	 )
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that on 

September 29, 2026 Brooke Allen 
Swinford was appointed Personal 
Representative of the Estate of Lupe 
Swinford, deceased, who died on 
September 18, 2026.

All persons having claims against 
this estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the claim in the office of 
the Clerk of this Court within three 
(3) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or within 
nine (9) months after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is earlier, or the 
claims will be forever barred.

Dated at Noblesville, Indiana on 
September 29, 2026.

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk of the Hamilton Superior 

Court #1
Laurie D. Johnson
Eric J. Benner
Boje, Benner, Becker, Markovich & 
Hixson
l3l2 Maple Avenue
Noblesville, IN 46060
R8823	 10/12/26, 10/19/26

STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF Hamilton	 )

In The Hamilton
Circuit Court

Cause No. 29C01-2609-MI-11759
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF 
MINOR:
King-David Ayomide Omotoriogun 
Name of Minor
Phillip Shogga Adesagba 
Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Notice is hereby given that 
Petitioner, Phillip Shogga Adesagba, 
has filed a Verified Petition For 
Change of Name on September 25, 
2026 to change the name of King-
David Ayomide Omotoriogun to King-
David Ayomide Adesagba..

This Petition is scheduled for hearing 
on the day of January 5, 2027, at 
8:30 am, which is more than thirty 
(30) days after the third notice of 
publication. Any person has the right 
to appear at the hearing and to file 
objections on or before the hearing 
date.
Date: October 2, 2026

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk, Hamilton Cunty Circuit Court

R8788	 10/12/26, 10/19/26, 10/26/26

STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF Hamilton	 )

In The Hamilton
Circuit Court

Cause No. 29C01-2609-MI-011418
IN RE THE MATTER OF:
ELIZABETH ANNE G1NDER
Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

ELIZABETH ANNE G1NDER, 
whose mailing address is: 821 ELLIS 
PARK DR, WESTFIELD, IN 46074, 
in the Hamilton County, Indiana, 
hereby gives notice that ELIZABETH 
ANNE G1NDER has filed a petition 
in the Hamilton County Circuit Court 
requesting that name be changed to 
ELIZABETH ANNE FERGUSON.

Notice is further given that the 
hearing will be held on said Petition 
on: January 5, 2027 at 10:00 a.m.
ELIZABETH ANNE G1NDER
Petitioner
Date: September 18, 2026

Kathy Kreag Williams
Hamilton County Clerk

R8789	 10/12/26, 10/19/26, 10/26/26

STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF Hamilton	 )

In The Hamilton
Circuit Court

Cause No. 29C01-2609-MI-011037
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF 
MINOR:
Asher Dassiel Perales lira 
Name of Minor
Andrea Maritza Perales Lira 
Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Notice is hereby given that 
Petitioner, Andrea Maritza Perales 
Lira, has filed a Verified Petition For 
Change of Name to change the name 
of King-Asher Dassiel Perales lira to 
Asher Dassiel Ponte Perales.

This Petition is scheduled for hearing 
on the day of January 5, 2027, at 
8:30 am, which is more than thirty 
(30) days after the third notice of 
publication. Any person has the right 
to appear at the hearing and to file 
objections on or before the hearing 
date.
Date: September 11, 2026

Kathy Kreag Williams
Clerk, Hamilton Cunty Circuit Court

R8817	 10/12/26, 10/19/26, 10/26/26

STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF Hamilton	 )

In The Hamilton
Circuit Court

Cause No. 29C01-2608-MI-10556
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF:
Rebecca Fleetwood Hession
Petitioner

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Rebecca Fleetwood Hession, whose 
mailing address is: 5545 Golden 
Aster Dr Noblesville, IN 46062, 
in the Hamilton County, Indiana, 
hereby gives notice that Rebecca 
Fleetwood Hession has filed a petition 
in the Hamilton County Circuit Court 
requesting that name be changed to 
Rebecca Fleetwood Hession.

Notice is further given that the 
hearing will be held on said Petition 
on: December 18, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.
Rebecca Fleetwood Hession
Petitioner
Date: August 31, 2026

Kathy Kreag Williams
Hamilton County Clerk

R8824	 10/12/26, 10/19/26, 10/26/26

29D01-2609-EU-000433
STATE OF INDIANA	 )
COUNTY OF HAMILTON	 )

IN THE HAMILTON COUNTY
SUPERIOR COURT 1

IN RE: THE UNSUPERVISED 	 )
ESTATE OF:	 )
MERRILL DEAN BRACKEN,	 )
Deceased.)
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that Jill 

Marie Bracken-Emerson was, on 
the 25th day of September, 2026, 
appointed as Personal Representative 
of the Estate of Merrill Bracken to 
be administered as an unsupervised 
estate.

All persons having claims against 
said Estate, whether or not now due, 
must file the same in said Court 
within three (3) months from the date 
of the first publication of this notice, 
or within nine (9) months after the 
Decedent’s death, whichever is earlier, 
or said claim will be forever barred.

Dated: September 25th, 2026
Kathy Kreag Williams

Clerk of the Hamilton County Courts
R8825	 10/12/26, 10/19/26

The Reporter
ReadTheReporter.com
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Solicitation documents for purchasing

SURPLUS TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT – iMac Computers
from the Hamilton Southeastern School Corporation are available on the web 

site www.hseschools.org. (Please refer to the link near the bottom of the HSE 
home page referencing “Public Notices”). This website is the official source for all 
documents related to this solicitation. Hamilton Southeastern School Corporation 
is not responsible for documents distributed through any other means.

Surplus technology devices are Apple iMac computers. Please refer to the 
website for specific model information.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: prior to 4:00 pm local time (EST) October 
14, 2026 

RECORDING OF PROPOSERS: 3:00 pm local time (EST) October 15, 2026
Vendors shall submit bids according to the Instructions, Provisions and 

Specifications stated in the solicitation documents. Questions should be addressed 
via email to HSE’s Director of Infrastructure Technologies, Tom Kouns (tkouns@
hse.k12.in.us)
R8768	 10/1/26, 10/5/26, 10/8/26, 10/12/26

— Fishers —

TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE AND 
ALL INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of Default Judgment entered June 3, 2026, against 

ClearCoat Roofing LLC, Neil Furry, Motor District Owners’ Association, Inc., 
and State of Indiana Department of Revenue, as modified by the Court’s Order 
dated July 8, 2026 (the “Judgment”) directed to me from the Clerk of the 
Hamilton Superior Court of Hamilton County, Indiana, in Cause No. 29D05-
2601-MF-000233, wherein The Peoples State Bank was Plaintiff and ClearCoat 
Roofing LLC, Neil Furry, Motor District Owners’ Association, Inc., Beacon 
Sales Acquisition, Inc., d/b/a Beacon Building Products, and State of Indiana 
Department of Revenue were Defendants, requiring me to make the sum as 
provided for in said Judgment with interest and costs, I will expose at public 
sale to the highest bidder, on November 19, 2026, at 12:00 p.m. on said day, at 
the office of the Sheriff of Hamilton County, Indiana, 18100 Cumberland Road, 
Noblesville, Indiana 46060, the fee simple of the whole body of Real Estate in 
Fall Creek Township, Hamilton County, Indiana:

Unit No. 26 in Motor District Condominium, as per plat thereof, recorded 
October 1, 2021 in Plat Cabinet 6, Slide 165, Instrument No. 2021071725 
in the Office of the Recorder of Hamilton County, Indiana and as created 
by Declaration of Motor District Condominium dated June 29,2021 and 
recorded July 15,2021 as Instrument No. 2021051424 and First Amendment 
to the Declaration recorded October 8, 2021 as Instrument No. 2021073356, 
in the Office of the Recorder of Hamilton County, Indiana, together with an 
undivided percentage interest in the common elements and limited common 
elements as provided for in the Declaration and any subsequent amendments 
and supplements thereto.

More commonly known as: 17745 Motor District Circle, #26, Westfield, 
Indiana 46074

State Parcel ID No. 29-05-33-008-026.000-015
Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale will be made 

without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.
“Subject to all liens, encumbrances and easements of record not otherwise 

extinguished in the proceedings known as Cause No. 29D05-2601-MF-000233 in 
the Hamilton Superior Court of the County of Hamilton, Indiana.”

The Sheriffs Department does not warrant the accuracy of the street address or the 
legal description published herein.

Dated: October 01,2026
Dennis J. Quakenbush II

Sheriff of Hamilton County
Attorneys for Plaintiff:
Elizabeth A. Roberge 
Christopher S. Roberge 
Bose McKinney & Evans LLP 
111 Monument Circle, Suite 2700 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
(317) 684-5000

The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the accuracy of the street 
addressed published herein.

R8774	 10/5/26, 10/12/26, 10/19/26

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the Clerk of 

Hamilton Superior Court 2 of Hamilton County, Indiana, in Cause No. 29D02-
2504-MF-003907 wherein Federal National Mortgage Association was Cross-
claimant and Counterclaimant, and Nicholas P. Uzubell, Nicole Uzubell and 
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing were Cross-claim/Counterclaim 
Defendants, required me to make the sum as provided for in said Decree with 
interest and cost, I will expose at public sale to the highest bidder, on the 19th day 
of November, 2026, at the hour of 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter 
as is possible, at 18100 Cumberland Road, Noblesville, IN 46060 the fee simple 
of the whole body of Real Estate in Hamilton County, Indiana.

Lot 718 in Avalon of Fishers Section Five B Secondary Plat, an addition to 
the Town of Fishers, Hamilton County, Indiana, as per plat thereof recorded 
November 1,2013 in Plat Cabinet 5, Slide 153 as instrument No. 2013066925, 
in the Office of the Recorder of Hamilton County, Indiana.

More commonly known as 14372 Pendragon Way, Fishers, IN 46037-7262
Parcel No. 29-11-25-020-015.000-020
Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale will be made 

without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.
Dennis J. Quakenbush II

Sheriff
/s/ BRYAN K. REDMOND
BRYAN K. REDMOND, Plaintiff Attorney
Attorney # 22108-29
FEIWELL & HANNOY, P.C.
8415 Allison Pointe Boulevard, Suite 400
Indianapolis, IN 46250
(317) 237-2727 

Fall Creek
Township 

The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the
accuracy of the street addressed published herein.

NOTICE
FEIWELL & HANNOY, P.C. IS A DEBT COLLECTOR.

R8775	 10/5/26, 10/12/26, 10/19/26

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the Clerk of 

Hamilton Superior Court 2 of Hamilton County, Indiana, in Cause No. 29D03-
1606-MF-005280 wherein U.S. Bank Trust Company, National Association, not 
in its individual capacity, but solely as Owner Trustee for VRMTG Asset Trust 
was Plaintiff, and Shelli A. Broadbent, Smokey Ridge Homeowners’Association, 
State of Indiana and HSBC Mortgage Corporation (USA) f/k/a Marine Midland 
Mortgage Corporation were Defendants, required me to make the sum as 
provided for in said Decree with interest and cost, I will expose at public sale 
to the highest bidder, on the 19th day of November, 2026, at the hour of 10:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as is possible, at 18100 Cumberland 
Road, Noblesville, IN 46060 the fee simple of the whole body of Real Estate in 
Hamilton County, Indiana.

Lot number 66 in Smokey Ridge section three a subdivision in Hamilton 
County, Indiana as per plat thereof recorded in Plat Book 15, Pages 10-13 in 
the Office of the Recorder of Hamilton County, Indiana.

More commonly known as 13763 Driftwood Dr, Carmel, IN 46033-9170
Parcel No. 16-10-19-00-04-013.000
Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale will be made 

without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.
Dennis J. Quakenbush II

Sheriff
/s/ MATTHEW S. LOVE
MATTHEW S. LOVE, Plaintiff Attorney
Attorney # 18762-29
FEIWELL & HANNOY, P.C.
8415 Allison Pointe Boulevard, Suite 400
Indianapolis, IN 46250
(317) 237-2727 

Clay
Township 

The Sheriff’s Department does not warrant the
accuracy of the street addressed published herein.

NOTICE
FEIWELL & HANNOY, P.C. IS A DEBT COLLECTOR.

R8776	 10/5/26, 10/12/26, 10/19/26

To the Owners of the within described real estate and all interested parties
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the Clerk of SUPERIOR #2 Court of HAMILTON County, Indiana, in Case No. 29D02-2606-MF-007384 
wherein GOLDEN INVESTMENTS VII, LLC was plaintiff, and 116 RETAIL, LLC; and ARBOR VILLAGE OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC. were defendants, requiring me 
to make the sum as provided for in said Decree with interest and costs, I will expose at public sale to the highest bidder, on the 19th day of November, 2026, at the hour 
of 10:00 o’clock a.m., or as soon thereafter as is possible, at the Offices of the HAMILTON County Sheriff, 18100 Cumberland Road, Noblesville, IN 46060-2229, the 
fee simple of the whole body of Real Estate in HAMILTON County, Indiana:

A parcel of land in the North Half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 4, Township 17 North, Range 5 East of the Second Principal Meridian, Fall Creek 
Township, Hamilton County, Indiana, described as follows:

To fix the point of beginning, commence at the Northwest comer of said Northeast Quarter; thence North 89 degrees 12 minutes 32 seconds East on the 
North line of said Northeast Quarter, 200.34 feet to the Southwest comer of the Southeast Quarter of Section 33, Township 18 North, Range 5 East, Hamilton 
County, Indiana; thence North 89 degrees 14 minutes 29 seconds East, continuing on said North line 355.79 feet to the point of beginning of this description; 
thence continuing North 89 degrees 14 minutes 29 seconds East, on said North line, 1684.81 feet to the Northwest corner of a parcel of land described in Deed 
Record 339 page 705, Hamilton County Records, said line also being the West line of Booth Acres as recorded in instrument Number 9104006, Hamilton County 
Records; thence South 00 degrees 06 minutes 09 seconds West on the West line of said parcel. 335.04 feet; thence South 89 degrees 14 minutes 29 seconds West, 
parallel with said North line, 1679.77 feet; thence North 00 degrees 45 minutes 31 seconds West perpendicular to said North line 335.00 feet to the point of 
beginning. Parcel consists of 12.938 acres.

Excepting therefrom:
A part of the North Half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 4, Township 17 North, Range 5 East in Fall Creek Township, in Hamilton County, State of 

Indiana and being a part of the real estate described in that certain Special Warranty Deed recorded as Inst. No. 200500027882 in the Office of the Hamilton 
County Recorder, being more particularly as described as follows:

Commencing at the Northwest corner of the Northeast Quarter of said Section 4; thence North 89 degrees 12 minutes 32 seconds East, along the North line of 
said Northeast Quarter Section, 200.34 feet to the Southwest comer of the Southeast Quarter of Section 33, Township 18 North, Range 5 East; thence North 89 
degrees 14 minutes 29 seconds East, continuing along said North line, 2040.60 feet to the Northwest comer of the Record Plat of Booth Acres, as per plat thereof, 
recorded as hist. No. 9104006 in Plat Cabinet 1, Slide 153; thence South 00 degrees 06 minutes 07 seconds West, along the West line of said Booth Acres, 50.00 
feet to the South right of way line of East 116th Street and the POINT OF BEGINNING of the real estate described hereon; thence continuing South 00 degrees 
06 minutes 07 seconds West, along said West line, 285.03 feet to a point on the South line of said Inst. No. 200500027882; thence South 89 degrees 14 minutes 29 
seconds West, along said South line, 275.00 feet; thence North 00 degrees 06 minutes 07 seconds East, parallel to the aforesaid West line of Booth Acres, 285.03 
feet to a point on the South right of way line of East 116” Street; thence North 89 degrees 14 minutes 29 seconds East, along said right of way line, 275.00 feet to 
the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 1.800 Acres, more or less.

Further Excepting therefrom:
A parcel of land in the Northeast Quarter of Section 4, Township 17 North, Range 5 East of the Second Principal Meridian, Fall Creek Township, Hamilton 

County, Indiana, described as follows:
Commencing at the Northwest corner of said Northeast Quarter; thence North 89 degrees 12 minutes 32 seconds East on the North line of said Northeast 

Quarter, 200.34 feet to the Southwest corner of the Southeast Quarter of Section 33, Township 18 North, Range 5 East, Hamilton County, Indiana; thence North 
89 degrees 14 minutes 29 seconds East continuing along said North line 1591.56 feet; thence South 00 degrees 45 minutes 31 seconds East perpendicular to said 
North Line a distance of 50.00 feet to a 5/8 rebar w/cap stamped “CEC INC LS 20800124” (hereinafter called “rebar w/cap”) marking the Point of Beginning; 
thence continuing South 00 degrees 45 minutes 31 seconds East a distance of 285.00 feet to a rebar w/cap; thence South 89 degrees 14 minutes 29 seconds West 
parallel with said North Line a distance of 530.36 feet to a rebar w/cap; thence North 00 degrees 45 minutes 31 seconds West a distance of 285.00 feet to a rebar 
w/cap lying 50.00 feet south of said North Line; thence North 89 degrees 14 minutes 29 seconds East parallel with said North Line a distance of 530.36 feet to the 
Point of Beginning, containing 3.470 acres of land, more or less.

Further Excepting therefrom:
Part of the North half of the Northeast quarter of Section 4, Township 17 North, Range 5 East in Fall Creek Township, in Hamilton County, State of Indiana 

and being part of the real estate described in that certain Special Warranty Deed recorded as Instrument No. 200500027882 in the office of the recorder of 
Hamilton County Recorder, being described as follows:

Commencing at the Northwest corner of the Northeast quarter of said section 4; Thence North 89 degrees 12 minutes 32 seconds East, along the North line 
of said Northeast quarter section, 200.34 feet to the Southwest corner of the Southeast quarter of Section 33, Township 18 North, Range 5 East; Thence North 
89 degrees 14 minutes 29 seconds East, continuing along said North line, 1591.56 feet to the Northwest corner of the record plat of ARBOR VILLAGE AT 
HAMILTON proper, as per plat thereof, recorded as Instrument No. 2015026461 in Plat cabinet 5, slide 348; thence South 00 degrees 45 minutes 31 seconds 
East, along the East line of said subdivision, 50.00 feet to the South right of line of East 116th street and the Point of Beginning of the real estate described 
hereon;

Thence on said South right of way line North 89 degrees 14 minutes 29 seconds East 173.29 feet to the Northwest comer of Instrument No. 2009049356; 
thence on the West line of said Instrument No. 2009049356 South 00 degrees 06 minutes 07 seconds West 285.03 feet to the Southwest comer of said Instrument 
No. 2009049356, also being a point on the South line of said Instrument No. 200500027882; thence South 89 degrees 14 minutes 29 seconds West, along said 
South line, 169.01 feet to the East line of said Lot 1 ARBOR VILLAGE AT HAMILTON proper; thence on said East line North 00 degrees 45 minutes 31 
seconds West 285.00 feet to the Point of Beginning, containing 1.12 acres, more or less.

This property is commonly known as: 11387 116th Street, Fishers, IN 46037 (“Real Estate”).
Parcel No. 29-15-04-000-003.205-020
Together with rents, issues, income, and profits thereof, said sale will be made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.

THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE DOES NOT WARRANT THE ACCURACY OF THE STREET ADDRESS PUBLISHED HEREIN.
Dennis J. Quakenbush II

Hamilton County Sheriffs Dept
Sheriff of HAMILTON County, Indiana

/s/ Reynold T. Berry
Reynold T. Berry
Attorneys for Plaintiff
RUBIN & LEVIN, P.C.
135 N. Pennsylvania St., Suite 1400
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 634-0300 / FAX No. (317) 453-8626
Email: rberry@rubin-levin.net
September 16, 2026

Fall Creek
(Township) 

11387 116th Street
Fishers, IN 46037

(Street Address)
NOTICE

RUBIN & LEVIN, P.C. IS A DEBT COLLECTOR. THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

This document was prepared by Reynold T. Berry, Rubin & Levin, P.C., 135 N. Pennsylvania St., Suite 1400, Indianapolis, Indiana, 46204; 317/634-0300
R8777	 10/5/26, 10/12/26, 10/19/26

— Sheriff Sale —

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE

AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the Clerk of 

Superior Court of Hamilton County, Indiana, in Cause No. 29D06-2510-
CC-011730, wherein Plaintiff, Countryside Homeowners Association of Westfield, 
Indiana, and Defendants, Andrea B. Crippen, Carrington Mortgage Services LLC, 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development and Valle Vista Health Systems, 
required me to make the sum as provided for in said Decree with interest and cost, 
1 will expose a public sale to the highest bidder, on the 19th day of November, 
2026 between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. of said day, at the Hamilton 
County Sheriffs Office, 18100 Cumberland Road, Noblesville, IN 46060, fee 
simple of the whole body of Real Estate in Hamilton County, Indiana:

Lot Numbered 21 in Countryside, Section 2A, a Subdivision in Hamilton 
County, Indiana, as per plat thereof recorded as instrument Number 
199909955180, in the Office of the Recorder of Hamilton County, Indiana.

Commonly known as 515 Grabill Drive, Westfield, Hamilton County, 
Indiana 46074.

Subject to all liens, encumbrances, rights of redemption, easements and 
restrictions of record not otherwise foreclosed and extinguished in the 
proceedings known as Cause No. 29D06-2510-CC-011730 in the Superior 
Court of Hamilton County Indiana, and subject to all real estate taxes, 
and assessments currently due, delinquent or which are to become a lien. 
Specifically, the property is being sold subject to an Assignment of Mortgage 
from Andrea B. Crippen to Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC, for the 
original amount of $133,472.00, dated June 14, 2021, and recorded on June 
14, 2021, as Instrument No. 2021043782 in the Office of the Recorder of 
Hamilton County, Indiana.

Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale will be made 
without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.

THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE DOES NOT WARRANT 
THE ACCURACY OF THE STREET ADDRESS 

PUBLISHED HEREIN
Dennis J. Quakenbush II

Sheriff of Hamilton County
Township:  Washington

COUNTRYSIDE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC. OF WESTFIELD, 
an Indiana nonprofit corporation, Plaintiff

By: Zachary D. Cronkhite (36604-49)
KOVITZ SHIFRIN NESBIT 
6125 South East Street, Suite A 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46227 
(317) 388-5560

R8778	 10/5/26, 10/12/26, 10/19/26

NOTICE OF THE ADOPTION OF A DECLARATORY RESOLUTION 
BY THE WESTFIELD REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION AND OF A 

PUBLIC HEARING THEREON
(EAGLETOWN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AREA)

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield Redevelopment Commission (the 
“Commission”), being the governing body of the Department of Redevelopment 
of the City of Westfield, Indiana (the “City”), on August 17, 2026, adopted its 
Resolution No. 30-2026 (the “Declaratory Resolution”) making certain proposed 
amendments to the declaratory resolution and the economic development plan 
(the “Plan”) for the Eagletown Economic Development Area, each as previously 
amended (the “2026 Amendments”).  The 2026 Amendments (i) designate certain 
additional parcels within the City as an economic development area (such new 
area, the “2026 Area”) and consolidate the 2026 Area with the existing Eagletown 
Economic Development Area (collectively, the “Area”), (ii) designate all of the 
parcels in the 2026 Area as an “allocation area” (the “2026 Allocation Area”) and 
consolidate the 2026 Allocation Area with the previously established Eagletown 
Economic Development Allocation Area into a consolidated allocation area, (iii) 
remove a certain parcel from the Area and the Eagletown Economic Development 
Allocation Area, (iv) remove certain parcels from the Eagletown Economic 
Development Allocation Area, and (v) adopt the Plan, as supplemented by a 
supplement thereto (the “2026 Plan Supplement”) as the development plan for the 
2026 Area, all as more particularly described in the Declaratory Resolution.

A detailed description of the proposed 2026 Amendments, together with 
maps and plats of the 2026 Area, the 2026 Plan Supplement and copies of the 
Declaratory Resolution, can be inspected at the office of the Director of Economic 
Development, 2728 E. 171st Street, Westfield, Indiana 46074.

Notice is hereby given that the Commission will conduct a public hearing on 
Monday, October 19, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. (local time), in the Assembly Room of 
Westfield City Hall, located at 130 Penn Street, Westfield, Indiana 46074, to 
receive and hear remonstrances and objections from all persons interested in or 
affected by the 2026 Amendments and the proceedings pertaining thereto.  Written 
remonstrances to the 2026 Amendments may be filed with the Commission prior 
to the public hearing at the office of the Director of Economic Development, 
2728 E. 171st Street, Westfield, Indiana 46074, and via email to Jenell Fairman 
at: jfairman@westfield.in.gov.  After considering the evidence presented at the 
public hearing, which may be adjourned from time to time, the Commission will 
take final action determining the public utility and benefit of the proposed 2026 
Amendments and whether the proposed 2026 Amendments are reasonable and 
appropriate when considered in relation to the Plan, and confirming, modifying 
and confirming, or rescinding the Declaratory Resolution.  Prior to taking final 
action on the Declaratory Resolution pursuant to Section 17(d) of the Act, the 
Commission has expressed its intent to modify the Declaratory Resolution to 
consolidate the 2026 Allocation Area with the existing Eagletown Expansion 
Allocation Area rather than consolidating the 2026 Allocation Area with the 
existing Eagletown Economic Development Allocation Area.

WESTFIELD REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
R8772	 10/8/26, 10/12/26

— Westfield —

— Noblesville —

NOTICE
Cellco Partnership and its controlled affiliates doing business as Verizon 

Wireless proposes to build a 34-foot pole communications structure at the approx. 
vicinity of 17980 Moontown Road, Westfield, Hamilton County, IN 46062; 
Coordinates: Latitude: 40-2-55.248, Longitude: -86-5-25.62. In accordance with 
the requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the 
FCC regulations implementing Section 106 review, public comments regarding 
potential effects from this site on historic properties may be submitted to: Trileaf 
Corp, Edward Reynolds, e.reynolds@trileaf.com, 1515 Des Peres Road, Suite 
200, St. Louis, MO 63131, 314-997-6111.
R8793	 10/12/26

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Noblesville Plan Commission

Noblesville, Indiana
The Noblesville Plan Commission will hold a Public Hearing on Application 

No. LEGP 0202-2026 on Monday, October 26, 2026 beginning at 6:00 PM 
in the City Council Chambers, City Hall Building, 16 South 10th Street, 
Noblesville, IN  46060.  The application submitted by the Hamilton County 
Public Building Corporation (Owners/Applicant) is for an amendment to the 
adopted Government Use Overlay Ordinance No. 04-01-10, As Amended to 
permit the encroachment into the front yard setback with a building addition along 
E. 160th Street currently known as the Public Safety Training Center located at 
7925 E. 160th Street , all within the zoning jurisdiction of the City of Noblesville, 
Hamilton County, Indiana.  A live stream meeting will be available on the City’s 
YouTube page at www.youtube.com/@CityofNoblesville.  

Written suggestions or objections relative to the application above may be filed 
with the Department of Planning and Development, at or before such meeting and 
will be heard by the Noblesville Plan Commission.  Interested persons desiring 
to present their views, either in writing or verbally, will be given the opportunity 
to be heard at the above-mentioned time and place.  These hearings may be 
continued from time to time as found necessary by the Plan Commission.

Copies of the proposals are on file in the Department of Planning and 
Development located at 16 S. 10th Street for examination before the meeting 
during business hours between 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM, Monday – Friday.  A copy 
of the proposal will appear on the web page www.noblesville.in.gov

Agendas and Minutes,  Plan Commission – October 26, 2026  prior to the 
meeting date.    A list of each of the appointed officer’s name, the appointing 
authority, and term dates is available at www.nobleville.in.gov/boards

NOBLESVILLE PLAN COMMISSION
Caleb P. Gutshall, Secretary

R8791	 10/8/26, 10/12/26

NOTICE
On October 20, 2026, Cicero Town Council will hold an Executive Session at 

6:00 pm at Cicero Town Hall, 70 N Byron Street, Cicero, IN according to Indiana 
Code IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(2) (B) Initiation of litigation or litigation that is either 
pending or has been threatened specifically in writing. As used in this clause, 
“litigation” includes any judicial action or administrative law proceeding under 
federal or state law. 
R8816	 10/12/26

— Cicero —

Public Notice of Construction Activity
HWC Engineering, Inc. (135 N. Pennsylvania Street, Suite 2800, Indianapolis, 

IN 46204), on behalf of Nicholas & Associates, Inc., is submitting a Notice of 
Intent (NOI) to notify the Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
(IDEM) of our intent to comply with the requirements under the IDEM 
Construction Stormwater General Permit (CSGP) to discharge stormwater 
from construction activities for the following project: Grand Park District 
South Infrastructure, located at approximately 495 E. 186th Street in Westfield, 
Hamilton County, Indiana. Runoff from the project site will be discharged to the 
proposed and existing stormwater drainage system, and ultimately to Cool Creek 
– Grassy Branch. Questions or comments should be directed to the attention of 
Jason Spain with HWC Engineering, Inc. at the above-mentioned address, by 
telephone at (219) 730-8722, or by email at jspain@hwcengineering.com.
R8820	 10/12/26

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE BY CITY OF FISHERS COMMON COUNCIL
Notice is hereby given that the Common Council of the City of Fishers, during 

a regular meeting, on   September 21, 2026, approved Ordinance No. 081726, 
An Ordinance Amending Chapter 71 of the City of Fishers Code of Ordinances 
(Traffic Rules). This Ordinance amended Chapter 71, Traffic Rules and included a 
Penalty as follows:

§ 71.99 PENALTY.
(A) Any violation of §§ 71.16, 71.17, 71.18 or 71.19 is a Class C Infraction 

punishable by a fine up to $500 for each such violation. All such violations shall 
be immediately docketed in the City Court of Fishers and made subject to the 
costs imposed thereon for Class C infractions in addition to the fine imposed by 
the court having jurisdiction thereof, in accordance with this provision.

(B) Citations for a violation of §§ 71.20, 71.30, 71.52, 71.53, 71.54, 71.55, 
71.56, and 71.57 may be issued by the Fishers Police Department. Each violator 
shall pay a fine and any applicable penalties to the City’s Ordinance Violation 
Bureau in the sum and amount set forth in §36.08.

§ 36.08 SCHEDULE OF FINES
Violation-Traffic Code 

Section
Fine If not paid 

after 30 days
Occupancy of Travel Lanes 71.52 $50 $100
Occupancy of Medians 71.53 $50 $100
Temporary Structures on Sidewalks, Multi-
Use Trails and Public Rights of Way

71.54 $50 $100

Occupancy of Construction Zones 71.55 $50 $100
Obstruction of Traffic Movement 71.56 $50 $100
Compliance with Traffic Control Devices 71.57 $50 $100

R8821	 10/12/26

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS AND ALL OTHER PERSONS AFFECTED BY 
ADOPTION AND CONTENT OF RESOLUTION OF THE SHERIDAN 
REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION AND OF A PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Town of Sheridan Redevelopment Commission 
(the “Commission”), being the governing body of the Department of 
Redevelopment of the Town of Sheridan, Indiana (the “Town”), on September 
22, 2026, adopted a resolution (the “Declaratory Resolution”) (i) declaring that 
a certain area within the Town of Sheridan, Indiana, designated as the “Sheridan 
Residential Housing Program Area” (the “Program Area”), is an economic 
development area within the meaning of Ind. Code § 36-7-14 et seq, as amended 
(the “Act”), (ii) establishing a residential housing development program for the 
construction of new residential housing and the renovation of existing residential 
housing (the “Program”) in accordance with Ind. Code §36-7-14-53, (iii) 
approving an economic development plan (the “Economic Development Plan”) 
to implement the Program in the Program Area, and (iv) designating the Program 
Area as an “allocation area” for the purpose of allocation and distribution of 
certain property taxes (commonly referred to as “tax increment”) under Sections 
39 and 56 of the Act. 

A detailed description of the Program Area is included in the Economic 
Development Plan included with the Declaratory Resolution and can be inspected 
at the office of the Clerk-Treasurer at 201 S. Main Street, Sheridan, Indiana 46069 
during normal business hours. 

Notice is hereby given that the Commission will conduct a public hearing on 
October 27, 2026 at 6:00 p.m., local time, at the Sheridan Community Center, 
300 E. 6th St., Sheridan, Indiana 46069, to receive and hear remonstrances and 
objections from all persons interested in or affected by the proposed projects for 
the Program Area and the proceedings pertaining thereto. 

Following the public hearing, the Commission will determine the public utility 
and the benefit of the proposed projects. Maps and plats have been prepared and, 
along with the Economic Development Plan, can be inspected at the office of 
Clerk-Treasurer at the address set forth above. 

A copy of this notice has been filed with the agencies, boards and other 
departments, bodies, and offices of the Town having to do with planning, 
variances from zoning ordinances, land use, or the issuance of building permits as 
required by the Act.  These agencies and officers shall take notice of the pendency 
of the hearing and, until the Commission confirms, modifies and confirms or 
rescinds the Declaratory Resolution, or the confirmation of the Declaratory 
Resolution is set aside on appeal, may not (1) authorize any construction on 
property or sewers in the Program Area, including substantial modifications, 
rebuilding, conversion, enlargement, additions, and major structural 
improvements; or (2) take any action regarding the zoning or rezoning pf 
property, or the opening, closing or improvement of streets, alleys or boulevards 
in the Program Area. This prohibition shall not prohibit the granting of permits 
for ordinary maintenance or minor remodeling, or for changes necessary for the 
continued occupancy of building in the Program Area.

Individuals needing special accommodations to participate in the public hearing 
are encouraged to contact the office of the Clerk-Treasurer during normal business 
hours no less than 72 hours prior to the meeting at (317) 758-5293.

Dated this 12th day of October, 2026. 
TOWN OF SHERIDAN, INDIANA

REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
R8822	 10/12/26

— Sheridan —

Ads@ReadTheReporter.com

“Once you start working you’ll 
pretty much be doing it for the rest 
of your life. If you want to put off 

starting that for a little while,  
that would be ok.”

– Stanley (like the power drill) Clampitt, 1989



We recently spent a 
week on a beautiful va-
cation. Each evening, we 
enjoyed going to a spe-
cial spot and viewing the 
sunset. There’s something 
special about watching the 
sunset with your favorite 
people that makes it extra 
beautiful. We were bless-
ed with gorgeous weather 
and relaxing days spent 
on the beach. There were 
long walks into town, ice 
cream, and lots of time 
spent with stunning views. 
The sunset each night was 
just the cherry on top of 
beautiful days. 

Whenever we go on a 
trip, I think it’s normal as 
it’s winding down to feel a 
bit of a twinge of sadness 
as it ends. I’m so grateful 
for the time spent together 
and the memories made. I 
feel blessed to be able to 
share them with our chil-
dren and family, but as 
it winds down, it makes 
you wish you could pause 
time. You could keep ev-
erything as it is right now. 
I wish the kids would stay 
this little for a while lon-
ger. 

As the week came to 
a close, we packed up all 
of our things and headed 
back home. Even after a 
great trip that I’m sad to 
leave, I welcome being 
home in my own bed and 
seeing our dogs. I don’t 
need a vacation from my 
life. I enjoy our normal 
reality and home. Even 
so, I was still bummed the 
week was over.

I really struck me after 
we got home from our trip 

that my son was 
in the backyard 
playing and ex-
citedly ran in 
the house and 
told all of us to 
get outside and 
check out the sky 
that night. He 
was so excited to 
see the sunset in 
our own yard. 

It made me pause as I 
looked up in our backyard 
when I saw the sunset that 
night. It literally looked 
like what you would pic-
ture if God painted a wa-
tercolor in the sky. 

Sometimes we go 
chasing sunsets in places 
where all we need to do is 
look up at the sky from our 

own backyard. 
I was equally 

delighted with 
the fact that my 
son on his own 
made it a point 
to notice some-
thing I wasn’t 
even paying 
attention to. In 
fact, something 
that would have 

passed me right by with-
out him pointing it out to 
me.

It made me remem-
ber that you don’t need to 
do extravagant things to 
make memories with your 
kids. You don’t have to 
spend a bunch of money 
for the time to be price-
less. Sometimes all we 
need to do is open our eyes 
to beauty in our everyday 
lives. 

Don’t go chasing sun-
sets. Don’t live your life 
for a vacation. Just look up 
at the sky from your own 
backyard.

Megan Rathz is a wife, 
mother, and teacher. She 
says everything she has ever 
learned in life came from her 
Master Gardener mother.

B8	 “Go Purple” with Prevail!	 Week of Oct. 12, 2026

Good News from Stony Creek Church of Christ

Is authority from God or man?
In Mark 

11:27-33, Jesus 
had just cleansed 
the temple by 
overturning ta-
bles of the money 
changers, driving 
out those buying 
and selling, and 
declaring His Fa-
ther’s house to be 
a house of prayer.

The religious leaders 
were furious.

Now Jesus was back in 
the temple, and the Jewish 
leaders had questions for 
Him: “By what authority 
are You doing these things? 
And who gave You this au-
thority to do these things?” 
In other words, “What gave 
You the right to come into 
our temple and tell us how 
to run things? Prove Your 
credentials!” 

Honestly, it was a legit-
imate question, and Jesus 
would have answered it if 
they had sincerely asked it. 
Instead, He asked them a 
question: “The baptism of 
John – was it from heaven 
or from men?” If they an-
swered His question, He 
would answer theirs. They 
knew the answer. John’s 
baptism was from heaven. 
But admitting that would 
force them to face an un-
comfortable conclusion 
about Jesus.

So, they refused to 
answer. They were more 
concerned with the conse-
quences of their answer than 
with the truth of it (thinking 
like a politician).

Jesus was not trying to 
show them up, but to lead 
them to the answer to their 
own question: Jesus has au-
thority from God.

So, does authority come 
from Heaven or man? When 
it comes to authority, these 
are the only two options. 
Everything we do has a 
source of authority: God or 
man. We cannot simply say, 
“Authority doesn’t matter.” 
The moment we do, we 
make ourselves the source 

of authority.
Therefore, in 

everything we do 
and believe, we 
should ask: “Does 
this come from 
God’s authority or 
man’s authority?” 
When it comes 
to our worship, 
church practices, 
church organiza-

tion and government, and ev-
erything we teach and preach 
– God or man? The decisions 
I make in my family and re-
lationships – God or man? 
My life, my actions, and my 
words – God or man?

If something does not 
come from God, then ulti-
mately, it comes from man.

We learn a couple of les-
sons from this:

No. 1: Authority
Matters

What is authority? Mer-
riam-Webster defines it as 
the “power to influence or 
command thought, opinion, 
or behavior.”

Who had authority in 
your home growing up? 
Dad? Mom? Both? Think 
about the influence they 
had on what you believe 
and do today. Yet even your 
parents should have recog-
nized that there was some-
one above them.

Who has authority 
over the church? Is it your 
preacher? Is it the elders? 
Is it a denominational orga-
nization? Even those who 
lead a church must recog-
nize that someone is over 
them. Yet, that is not always 
the case. Ephesians 1:22-
23 says, “He put all things 
under [Jesus’] feet and gave 
Him to be head over all 
things to the church, which 
is His body.” Jesus is the 
Head of the church. The 
church is His body, and the 
Head has the right to direct 
every part of the body.

Have you ever watched 
a game on TV when the ref-
eree made a call you did not 
like? Suddenly, everyone on 
the couch becomes an expert 

referee. We may yell at the 
television and tell the offi-
cial exactly what he should 
have done. But the game 
does not stop because we 
disagree. Why? Because our 
opinion does not carry any 
authority, unlike the referee. 
That is how authority works.

Yet authority is even more 
important when it comes to 
spiritual matters. Souls are 
on the line. The stakes are 
eternal. When we are talking 
about God and eternal life, 
authority is not something to 
play around with.

No. 2: The Source of 
Authority Matters
There are many different 

sources from which people 
claim authority. Yet, ulti-
mately, the basis is either 
God or man. We will con-
sider some of those in the 
columns that follow.

God is the Creator, Giv-
er, Owner, and Ruler of all 
things. Jesus is the standard. 
He made us, and He knows 
what is best for us. He gave 
us the church. He paid for it. 
He owns it; that is, if we are 
part of a church that belongs 
to Him.

It makes sense, then, to 
go back to Him to find out 
how it all is supposed to 
work, how we should wor-
ship, what the structure of 
the church is, how we are to 
live, what He expects, and 
what pleases Him (Ephe-
sians 5:10, 17). Jesus has 
the authority to tell us how 
His church and our lives 
should be (Matthew 28:18).

The question Jesus asked 
is still a relevant question we 
need to ask today: Is it from 
heaven or from men?

Visitors are welcome 
and valued. We meet at 
15530 Herriman Blvd., No-
blesville. Our phone num-
ber is (463) 287-0664. We 
meet for Sunday morning 
Bible Study at 10 a.m. and 
have classes for all ages. 
Worship begins at 11 a.m. 
and we have a Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. A 
warm welcome awaits!

CURTIS COOPER
Think on These Things

COLUMNIST

Photo by Megan Rathz

Chasing sunsets

Megan Rathz
When Nature Speaks 

COLUMNIST

https://www.stonycreekcoc.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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