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Come meet 
the candidates

The Reporter is doing our part to 
help voters make informed decisions 
when casting their ballots whether ear-
ly, absentee, or on Election Day.

The Reporter will publish Candi-
date Bios for all candidates who choose 
to engage with our readers. Those will 
publish every Monday through Fri-
day through Election Day (and at this 
link), and those pages will be updated 
as more candidates choose to submit 
their information.

Polling places are listed on Page 7 
at this link. Please note that Vote Cen-
ters will not take effect in Hamilton 
County until the May 2027 primary 
election.

This is a free public service we are 
providing both to candidates and our 
readers.

Working together 
across generations
By AIDA KARIM
news@readthereporter.com

Each generation has something to learn 
and something to teach.

The Carmel May-
or’s Advisory Commis-
sion on Senior Living 
invites any and all com-
munity members to the 
Intergenerational Day 
for Seniors: Connecting 
Generations, Enriching 
Lives conference on 
Friday, Oct. 16. 

The full-day event 
will take place from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Univer-
sity High School, 2825 
W. 116th St., Carmel.

The Reporter spoke 
with Carol Applegate, 
co-chairperson of the 
Mayor’s Advisory 
Commission on Senior 
Living. As part of her 
responsibilities on the 
commission, Applegate has served as the 
key organizer of the conference for the past 
four years. 

According to Applegate, community 
members can expect a keynote from Dr. Car-
olyn Goerner of the Kelley School of Busi-
ness at Indiana University Bloomington.

Applegate

Goerner

See Generations . . . Page 2

Brewing up fall fun at Clay Terrace
By AIDA KARIM
news@readthereporter.com

What better way to tap 
into the Halloween Spirit than 
through a family-friendly night 
of fall festivities? On Saturday, 
Oct. 17 from 2 to 6 p.m., Clay 
Terrace, 14390 Clay Terrace 
Blvd., Carmel, will hold its an-
nual Boo ‘n Brew Fall Festival, 
which will feature renowned 
pumpkin-carver Eric Jones.

The Reporter spoke with 
Christine Foulke, Marketing & 
Events Manager at Clay Terrace, 
about the 14th annual festival.

According to Foulke, Boo ‘n 
Brew started off as a communi-
ty trick-or-treating event. 

“We wanted to drive foot 
traffic to the center,” Foulke 
said, “but also be known as a 
place for community gatherings 
where people feel safe, where 
they can hang out, and see what 
else we have going on here.”

Foulke told The Reporter 
the trick-or-treating is the main 
attraction of the event. 

“We have youngsters com-
ing in costume, trick or treating 

with their parents or family,” 
she said. 

Foulke said children will 
also have the chance to enjoy an 
educational Silly Safari show. 

She said in years past Silly Sa-
fari showcased a variety of ani-
mals from reptiles to eagles.

Photo courtesy of Clay Terrace Photo courtesy of Eric Jones Studio

Families can come in costume to Clay Terrace’s Boo ‘n Brew (left), and attendees 
will get to see pumpkin carver Eric Jones working live during the festivities (right).

See Brewing . . . Page 2

Reporter photo
Universal Cares’ third annual Cars, Condos & Cares Fundraiser was held Wednesday evening, Oct. 7, at Motor 
District Garage Condos, 1516 W. Tournament Trail, Westfield. (From left) Makena Alexander, Rob Yeary, Tammy 
Hackman, Jill Hinds, and Bryce Hackman. Universal Cares helped the Hackmans recover and rebuild after the 
flood of the century in August. Universal Cares told The Reporter that’s how they prefer to help: hands on, 
doing the actual work, one family at a time. See more photos on Page 3 and at ReadTheReporter.com.

Universal Cares helps where 
needed, one family at a time

Carmel resident with young-onset Parkinson’s has
passion for helping others overcome similar challenges
Submitted by the 
Parkinson’s Foundation

If you see Carmel resident 
Kylee Pagán at the Parkinson 
Foundation’s “Moving Day 
Indianapolis” celebration at 
Conner Prairie later this month, 
you’ll see someone full of en-
ergy, optimism, and zest for 
life. The path to getting here, 
though, has been hard at times.

When she was in her mid-
30s, Pagán began noticing 
physical difficulties in simply 
trying to navigate day-to-day 
life. She felt clumsy and un-
coordinated. She repeatedly 
lost her balance and fell. Her 
left arm hung stiffly at her side 
rather than swing normally 
when she walked.

“My symptoms kept get-
ting worse,” Pagán recalls. “It 
caused tremendous fear, frus-
tration, and heartache.”

A veteran who spent 10 
years serving her country in 
the U.S. Air Force, Pagán was 

accustomed to challenges. But 
the changes occurring in her 
body were unlike anything 
she’d ever faced. And even 

more frustrating was the fact 
that the medical professionals 
she saw at more than 160 ap-
pointments in 2017 and 2018 

had no clue what was causing 
her issues.

See Overcome . . . Page 2

Photos provided
(LEFT) Kylee Pagán poses during a visit to the Grand Canyon. (RIGHT) Pagán works 
out at the gym at Rock Steady Boxing’s international headquarters in Indianapolis.

Garba: a dance 
of unity in a
circle where

everyone belongs
As the rhythm of 

the dhol fills the air 
and colorful outfits 
swirl beneath the night 
sky, something beau-
tiful happens. Hands 
clap in rhythm, feet 
follow familiar steps, 
and strangers become 
dance partners. This is 
Navratri, a festival that 
celebrates devotion, 
culture, and the power of coming together.

The word Navratri comes from two 
Sanskrit words: Nav, meaning nine, and 
Ratri, meaning nights. Across these nine 
nights, we honor the divine feminine in 
the forms of Maa (Mother Goddess), cel-
ebrating her strength, courage, wisdom, 
and compassion. For many of us, Navratri 
is a time of prayer, reflection, music, and 
dance. But it is also a beautiful reminder of 
what it means to build a community where 
everyone belongs.

Pooja Thakkar
Taste of Community

COLUMNIST

See Dance . . . Page 2
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Early Voting Totals
Below are the number of early voters as of
Thursday, Oct. 8, listed by polling location.

Click here for more information on early voting.

Judicial Center .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1,361
4-H Fairgrounds .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2,084
TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               3,445

“Her message is going 
to focus on the power of 
collaboration across gen-
erations and what happens 
when generations work to-
gether in our community,” 
Applegate said.

Applegate told The Re-
porter speakers and activi-
ties will focus on a variety 
of community issues like 
housing for the elderly, 
leaving a legacy, AI usage, 
and combatting loneliness.

She said the conference 
strongly encourages volun-
teerism, with the commis-
sion inviting a retired fire-
man who is still giving back 
to the community through 
his service.

“There are always 
things to volunteer for be-
cause Carmel is such an ac-
tive community,” Applegate 
said.

According to Applegate, 
her interest in intergener-
ational connection started 
during a national mentor-
ship program.

For the program, Apple-
gate connected with a young 
man, meeting over Zoom to 
talk each week. She said 
her pupil explored deep 
personal struggles with her, 
sharing how his experience 
in an active school shooting 
affected him.

“After that six-week pe-
riod, the young man wrote 
me a letter about what he 
learned from me,” Apple-
gate said. “And I found 

that experience to be really 
touching for me because at 
first I thought, ‘I'm much 
older and he's younger … 
his life looks a lot different.’ 
But we really connected.”

As Applegate’s grand-
children grow older and 
start college, she said her 
experiences with young 
people continue to deeply 
resonate with her.

“We need to pay atten-
tion to intergenerational 
connections,” she said. “It's 
a really big part of grow-
ing older and becoming a 
senior, looking at our own 
mortality and what have 
we done to affect the world 
around us.”

Applegate said she 
hopes the intergenerational 
connection in the confer-
ence will remind the seniors 
to not only make their own 
lives richer, but enrich the 
lives of young people.

“Our younger genera-
tions are the ones who are 
going to carry through for 
us,” Applegate said. “So 
problem solving with our 
younger generation is how 
we make Carmel become 
a community where gen-
erations don't simply live 
together, but we truly know 
each other and make each 
other feel safe.”

This event is free and 
open to the public. You can 
register online at intergen-
erationaldayforse.rsvpify.
com.

“I think it’s impossible 
for most people to imagine 
what it’s like living with an 
unknown health condition 
having such a devastating 
impact on your physical and 
mental state,” Pagán said. 
“It was hard accepting the 
harsh reality that no one 
knew what was wrong.” 

Finally, in 2019, just 
days before her 40th birth-
day, Pagán met with an 
Indiana University Health 
movement disorder special-
ist who immediately diag-
nosed Pagán’s condition.

She had Parkinson’s dis-
ease.

Today, Pagán is one of 
more than 20,000 Hoosiers 
battling the neurodegenera-
tive brain disease in which 
nerve cells that produce 
dopamine gradually break 
down and die. The condi-
tion causes a range of motor 
symptoms such as balance 
issues, rigidity, slowness, 
stiffness, and tremor – along 
with non-motor symptoms 
like anxiety, brain fog, and 
insomnia.

Nearly 90,000 new cas-
es of Parkinson’s are diag-
nosed each year in the Unit-
ed States. There is currently 
no cure, but advocates and 
researchers are determined 
to change that. 

Pagán is one of more 
than 300 people planning 

to take part in the Parkin-
son Foundation’s “Moving 
Day Indianapolis” fund-
raising celebration from 
9 a.m. to noon on Sat., 
Oct. 17, at Conner Prairie, 
13400 Allisonville Road, 
Fishers.

“The mission of the Par-
kinson’s Foundation is to 
help improve the lives of 
those living with Parkin-
son’s disease by supporting 
cutting-edge research, care 
and education programs,” 
said Kerrie McKeough, 
Advancement Director for 
the foundation’s Midwest 
Chapter. “In everything we 
do, we strive to have a world 
where there is a cure for 
Parkinson’s disease. There 
are over 1.1 million people 
in the United States living 
with Parkinson’s, and the 
number continues to grow.” 

Moving Day Indianapo-
lis is a celebration of move-
ment and exercise, which 
are proven to help manage 
symptoms. Community 
members at the event will 
experience workout demon-
strations, a resource fair, 
and activities for kids of all 
ages. Those in attendance 
can also take photos with 
Freddy Fever and the 1939 
Chevy used as the Hickory 
Huskers’ team bus in the 
movie Hoosiers, widely re-
garded as the all-time best 

example of sports cinema.
“This is our third year 

hosting the event in India-
napolis,” McKeough said, 
“and each year we have 
seen an increase in atten-
dance. Our Moving Days 
across the country have 
raised over $55 million to 
support our work.” 

As for Pagán, she con-
tinues dealing with the re-
alities of Parkinson’s. But 
today – with the support 
of her husband, sons, and 
a “village” of other family 
and friends – she is hopeful 
about the future.

“Parkinson’s may have 
changed the way I move,” 
she said, “but it never 
changed my reason to keep 
moving. I’m not the person 
I was before Parkinson’s. 
I’m stronger, wiser, and a 
new version of me. I choose 
to move, I choose to live, 
and I choose to make every 
step count.”

You can register or donate 
to Moving Day Indianapolis 
at tinyurl.com/MovingDay-
Indy2026. To learn more 
about the Parkinson’s Foun-
dation or to find resources, 
go Parkinson.org. 

According to Foulke, 
Boo ‘n Brew doesn’t ex-
clusively cater to children. 
Clay Terrace will bring 
in Upland Brewing, Field 
Brewing, and Bier Brewery 
to curate a “family-friendly 
beer garden.”

This year the event will 
welcome acclaimed pump-
kin-carver Eric Jones. He 
is a 2023 Guinness World 
Record Holder, Winner 
of Food Network’s Out-
rageous Pumpkins, and a 
finalist in Food Network’s 
Halloween Wars. Com-
munity members have the 
chance to watch Jones in ac-
tion as he carves pumpkins 
during the entire event.

Foulke said families can 
engage with an assortment 
of additional activities like 
hay-riding, pumpkin dec-

orating, a corn 
maze, and a pet 
costume contest. 
While families 
enjoy the festiv-
ities, local bands 
Jam Box and 
Toy Factory will 
perform.

“ [ T h e 
bands] bring the 
energy and kind 
of set the mood 
for the whole 
event, and you 
can hear the mu-
sic all through-
out the center,” 
Foulke said.

Foulke said 
she knows there are always 
numerous events hosted for 
families year-round. 

“We truly appreciate 
people coming back year 
after year,” she said. “We 
talked to families each year, 
they say they've been com-
ing since their kids were 
babies and now their kids 
are 7.”

According to Foulke, 
Boo ‘n Brew has become 
an annual event for a lot of 
people, and Clay Terrace 
“enjoys putting it on for the 
people who love it.”

You can find more in-
formation online at clay-
terrace.com/events/boo-n-
brew-2026.

One of the most cher-
ished traditions of Navratri is 
Garba, a folk dance originat-
ing in Gujarat, India. Danc-
ers move in a circle, clapping 
and stepping in rhythm with 
the music. The circle is more 
than a dance formation; it is 
a symbol of unity, continuity, 
and life itself.

What I love most about 
Garba is that there is room 
for everyone. You do not 
have to know every step to 
join the circle. You might 
miss a beat, turn in the wrong 
direction, or look to someone 
beside you for guidance. And 
that is perfectly fine. Some-
one smiles, someone makes 
room, and someone helps 
you find the rhythm.

Isn’t that what diversity 
and inclusion should look 
like in our everyday lives?

In our communities, we 
come from different back-
grounds, speak different 

languages, follow different 
traditions, and carry stories 
shaped by our own experi-
ences. We may not all know 
the same steps, but we can 
learn from one another. We 
can slow down when some-
one needs support, make 
space for someone new, and 
ensure nobody is left stand-
ing outside the circle.

In Garba, every step mat-
ters, but no single dancer 
owns the circle. The beauty 
comes from moving together, 
respecting the rhythm, and 
recognizing that each per-
son contributes something 
unique. If someone falls out 
of step, the circle continues to 
welcome them back.

Perhaps our communi-
ties can learn from this sim-
ple yet powerful tradition. 
Belonging is not about ex-
pecting everyone to move 
exactly as we do. It is about 
creating a space where peo-

ple feel comfortable learn-
ing, participating, and being 
themselves.

As we celebrate 
Navratri, I invite you to 
think about the circles in 
your own life. Who is danc-
ing beside you? Who is 
waiting for an invitation? 
And how might you make 
room for one more person?

Because the most beau-

tiful circles are not the ones 
with perfect steps. They are 
the ones where everyone has 
a place, every story matters, 
and no one is left behind.

Let us keep the circle 
open and wider. 

Pooja Thakkar is work-
ing to build cultural connec-
tions. You can read her col-
umn each week in the pages 
of The Reporter.

Photo provided
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Photo courtesy of Clay Terrace
The Silly Safari show is always both fun and educational.

Photo courtesy of Eric Jones Studio
Acclaimed pumpkin carver Eric Jones will be 
in action at Boo ‘n Brew, carving up gourds like 
these throughout the entire event.
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Danyele Easterhaus took a moment to pose for 
The Reporter’s camera. While we can’t confirm it, 
we trust both her hair highlights and the Mustang’s 
paint were intentionally going purple with Prevail.

Universal Cares’ Cars, Condos & Cares Fundraiser took place Oct. 7 at Motor District Garage Condos, 1516 W.
Tournament Trail, Westfield. In addition to several fine automobiles, music from Natalie Marque, a dinner from Nameless 

Catering, and décor by Wasson Nursery in Fishers, guests enjoyed several raffles and a silent auction. All money was raised 
to benefit Bows & Blessings, a program from Universal Cares to ensure families in need can have a wonderful Christmas 

celebration. You can learn more about Bows & Blessings at universal-cares.com/bows-blessings. (Reporter photos)

It was all good: the weather, the cars, the cause

When weather is unpredictable, you can trust
Your Hometown Weatherman!

https://www.universal-cares.com/bows-blessings
http://paulpoteet.com
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http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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Bike the rails from Forest Park
to Downtown Noblesville

Holiday Light
railbikes

Make a new holiday tradition!

NEW!

tickets on sale now!

November 14-January 2

nickelplateexpress.com

Carmel Clay Parks & Rec
invites public to Bear Creek

Park groundbreaking ceremony
The REPORTER

Carmel Clay Parks & 
Recreation (CCPR) invites 
the community to mark the 
beginning of the first phase 
of development of Bear 
Creek Park. A groundbreak-
ing ceremony will be held 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 27, at Bear Creek Park, 
3777 Voyageur Way.

The ceremony will in-
clude brief remarks from 
Mayor Sue Finkam, along 
with representatives from the 
city and CCPR, followed by 
the official groundbreaking.

Located near 146th 
Street and Shelborne Road 
in northwest Carmel, CCPR 
acquired the nearly 27 acres 
of land that would become 
Bear Creek Park on Sept. 
3, 2020. Acquiring land for 
a future park in northwest 
Carmel was identified as 

a top priority of CCPR’s 
Comprehensive Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan.

CCPR has worked with 
the community to shape a 
vision for the park that re-
sponds to the recreational 
needs of northwest Carm-
el. Before beginning the 
master planning process, 
CCPR opened the under-
developed property for 
primitive access, giving 
residents an opportunity 
to experience the park and 
provide input informed by 
the land itself.

“Bear Creek Park has 
always been envisioned 
as a place shaped by both 
the land and the people 
who use it,” CCPR Direc-
tor/CEO Michael Klitzing 
said. “Breaking ground on 
this first phase marks an 
exciting step toward bring-

ing that community vision 
to life while preserving the 
natural features that make 
this property special.”

The first phase of the 
development will focus on 
Bear Creek Park’s north 
campus and include board-
walks with an overlook, a 
play area, multi-use courts, 
restrooms, and a parking 
lot. These amenities are part 
of a larger vision for a park 
that balances recreation and 
community gathering with 
the property’s existing natu-
ral features.

The ceremony and 
groundbreaking will take 
place near the entrance to 
Bear Creek Park. This event 
is free and open to the public.

For more information or 
updates about Bear Creek 
Park, visit carmelclay-
parks.com.

Graphic provided by CCPR

From the desk of Hamilton Heights 
Superintendent Dr. Derek Arrowood
Update No. 181

There is 
something ex-
traordinary about 
the people who 
choose to work 
in public educa-
tion. It is not a 
profession one 
drifts into. It is a 
calling. It is one 
rooted in service, 
in hope, and in a belief 
that young people deserve 
adults who will show up 
for them with consistency, 
compassion, and convic-
tion.

Today, more than ever, 
that calling is being test-
ed. Public education sits 
under a spotlight that is 
often harsh, unfair, and 
disconnected from the 
daily realities of the work. 
Our teachers and staff car-
ry expectations that grow 
heavier each year, while 
the voices questioning their 
value grow louder. And 
yet, despite all of it, they 
continue to walk through 
our doors each morning 
with purpose. They contin-
ue to teach, guide, encour-
age, listen, and love our 
students in ways that mat-
ter more than most people 
will ever fully see.

At Hamilton Heights, 
we are fortunate to have 
educators and staff who 
embody the very best of 
what this profession can 
be. Many of them live 
here, raise their fami-
lies here, and invest their 

lives in the same 
community they 
serve each day. 
They are heroes 
in the quietest, 
most meaning-
ful sense of the 
word – not be-
cause they seek 
recognition, but 
because they 
choose to make 

a difference even when the 
world makes that choice 
harder than it should be.

Our teachers and staff 
are the ones who notice 
when a student is strug-
gling before anyone else 
does. They are the ones 
who celebrate small victo-
ries that others might over-
look. They are the ones 
who create classrooms 
where students feel safe 
to learn, safe to try, safe to 
fail, and safe to grow. They 
are the ones who stay late 
to help, who show up early 
to prepare, who give their 
energy, their creativity, and 
their hearts to the young 
people entrusted to them.

Much of their work is 
seen. But even more of it is 
unseen.

It is in the thoughtful 
pause before responding 
to a student who is hurt-
ing. It is in the extra time 
spent planning a lesson 
that will finally “click.” It 
is in the quiet encourage-
ment offered to a colleague 
who needs support. It is 
in the belief they hold for 
students who have not yet 

learned to believe in them-
selves.

These moments rare-
ly make headlines. They 
rarely appear in reports or 
metrics. But they are the 
moments that shape lives. 
They are the moments that 
define Hamilton Heights.

To our teachers and 
staff: you are the heartbeat 
of this district. You are the 
reason our students feel 
known, supported, and 
capable. You are the rea-
son families trust us. You 
are the reason Hamilton 
Heights continues to be a 
place where relationships 
matter, where values guide 
our work, and where stu-
dents thrive not because of 
programs or policies, but 
because of people like you.

The work you do is no-
ble. The impact you make 
is profound. And the way 
you show up for our stu-
dents, day after day, year 
after year, is nothing short 
of heroic. Thank you for 
choosing this profession. 
Thank you for choosing 
Hamilton Heights. Thank 
you for choosing our stu-
dents, even when the world 
makes that choice difficult. 
It is one of the greatest hon-
ors of my career to know 
you, to work alongside 
you, and to witness the dif-
ference you make.

You shine in ways that 
strengthen this community, 
and we are immeasurably 
better because of you.

#WeAreHuskies

Dr. derek arrowood
Heights Superintendent

COLUMNIST

Mischievous comedy
duo returning to Carmel
The REPORTER

Couples Therapy: The 
Theatrical Show  brings its 
hilarity and mischief back to 
the Tarkington next month. 
See what unfolds when cou-
ples dive into therapy.

The show starts at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 7, at The 
Tarkington in Carmel. Click 
here for tickets.

This unforgettable 
evening of laughter and 
entertainment is a unique 
and clever combination of 
theatre, stand-up comedy 
and improv that is as fun-
ny as it is insightful. Au-
diences go on a hilarious, 
relatable, and interactive 
ride as a pair of married re-
lationship experts attempt 
to help couples with their 
relationships – but as the 
show wears on, you’ll see 
that they have more prob-

lems than their patients.
And fear not guys, this 

is not one of those beat-
down sessions on men. 
Instead, Couples Therapy 
equally explores, appre-
ciates, and laughs at the 
differences between men 
and women. The show of-
fers endless humor packed 
with practical relationship 
advice rooted in science 
and psychology (they re-

ally did their homework!). 
So strap in, as they don’t 
just break the fourth wall, 
they smash right through 
it! 

In short, this show will 
either strengthen or com-
pletely destroy your rela-
tionship. Either way, you’re 
welcome!

Recommended Age: 21 
and over due to mature con-
tent.

Photo provided
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Good News from Stony Creek Church of Christ

Is authority from God or man?
In Mark 

11:27-33, Jesus 
had just cleansed 
the temple by 
overturning ta-
bles of the money 
changers, driving 
out those buying 
and selling, and 
declaring His Fa-
ther’s house to be 
a house of prayer.

The religious leaders 
were furious.

Now Jesus was back in 
the temple, and the Jewish 
leaders had questions for 
Him: “By what authority 
are You doing these things? 
And who gave You this au-
thority to do these things?” 
In other words, “What gave 
You the right to come into 
our temple and tell us how 
to run things? Prove Your 
credentials!” 

Honestly, it was a legit-
imate question, and Jesus 
would have answered it if 
they had sincerely asked it. 
Instead, He asked them a 
question: “The baptism of 
John – was it from heaven 
or from men?” If they an-
swered His question, He 

would answer 
theirs. They knew 
the answer. John’s 
baptism was from 
heaven. But ad-
mitting that would 
force them to face 
an uncomfortable 
conclusion about 
Jesus.

So, they re-
fused to answer. 

They were more concerned 
with the consequences of 
their answer than with the 
truth of it (thinking like a 
politician).

Jesus was not trying to 
show them up, but to lead 
them to the answer to their 
own question: Jesus has au-
thority from God.

So, does authority come 
from Heaven or man? When 
it comes to authority, these 
are the only two options. 
Everything we do has a 
source of authority: God or 
man. We cannot simply say, 
“Authority doesn’t matter.” 
The moment we do, we 
make ourselves the source 
of authority.

Therefore, in every-
thing we do and believe, 

we should ask: “Does this 
come from God’s authority 
or man’s authority?” When 
it comes to our worship, 
church practices, church or-
ganization and government, 
and everything we teach 
and preach – God or man? 
The decisions I make in my 
family and relationships – 
God or man? My life, my 
actions, and my words – 
God or man?

If something does not 
come from God, then ulti-
mately, it comes from man.

We learn a couple of les-
sons from this:

No. 1: Authority
Matters

What is authority? Mer-
riam-Webster defines it as 
the “power to influence or 
command thought, opinion, 
or behavior.”

Who had authority in 
your home growing up? 
Dad? Mom? Both? Think 
about the influence they 
had on what you believe 
and do today. Yet even your 
parents should have recog-
nized that there was some-
one above them.

Who has authority 
over the church? Is it your 
preacher? Is it the elders? 
Is it a denominational orga-
nization? Even those who 
lead a church must recog-
nize that someone is over 
them. Yet, that is not always 
the case. Ephesians 1:22-
23 says, “He put all things 
under [Jesus’] feet and gave 
Him to be head over all 
things to the church, which 
is His body.” Jesus is the 
Head of the church. The 
church is His body, and the 
Head has the right to direct 
every part of the body.

Have you ever watched 
a game on TV when the ref-
eree made a call you did not 
like? Suddenly, everyone on 
the couch becomes an expert 
referee. We may yell at the 
television and tell the offi-
cial exactly what he should 
have done. But the game 

does not stop because we 
disagree. Why? Because our 
opinion does not carry any 
authority, unlike the referee. 
That is how authority works.

Yet authority is even more 
important when it comes to 
spiritual matters. Souls are 
on the line. The stakes are 
eternal. When we are talking 
about God and eternal life, 
authority is not something to 
play around with.

No. 2: The Source of 
Authority Matters
There are many different 

sources from which people 
claim authority. Yet, ulti-
mately, the basis is either 
God or man. We will con-
sider some of those in the 
columns that follow.

God is the Creator, Giv-
er, Owner, and Ruler of all 
things. Jesus is the standard. 
He made us, and He knows 
what is best for us. He gave 
us the church. He paid for it. 
He owns it; that is, if we are 
part of a church that belongs 
to Him.

It makes sense, then, to 
go back to Him to find out 
how it all is supposed to 
work, how we should wor-
ship, what the structure of 
the church is, how we are 
to live, what He expects, 
and what pleases Him 
(Ephesians 5:10, 17). Je-
sus has the authority to tell 
us how His church and our 
lives should be (Matthew 
28:18).

The question Jesus 
asked is still a relevant ques-
tion we need to ask today: 
Is it from heaven or from 
men?

Visitors are welcome 
and valued. We meet at 
15530 Herriman Blvd., No-
blesville. Our phone num-
ber is (463) 287-0664. We 
meet for Sunday morning 
Bible Study at 10 a.m. and 
have classes for all ages. 
Worship begins at 11 a.m. 
and we have a Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. A 
warm welcome awaits!

CURTIS COOPER
Think on These Things

COLUMNIST

The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
TalkToDani.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

20100 State 
Road 37 N.

Noblesville, IN, 460603
Commercially zoned property 

near Noblesville and Cicero 
offers incredible potential.  

It features nearly an acre, paved 
parking, and a 900-square-foot 

building with high visibility.  
An ideal business space.
Listed at $450,000

102 Oak St
Columbus, IN, 47201

This commercially zoned 
property offers incredible 

potential for various business 
opportunities. Featuring a  
900-square-foot building,  
paved parking, and high  

 visibility on nearly an acre, it’s 
ideal for your business.
Listed at $250,000

17090 River Road
Noblesville, IN, 46062

Rare commercial opportunity 
to grab an acre of land with 
great road frontage zoned 

 I-2 heavy industrial. If you 
have been looking for a place 
for your outdoor storage to 

build your business –  
look no further!

Listed at $200,000

Commercial opportunities await an owner. 
Time to be your own boss!

Photo provided
Victory Chapel Community Church will 
welcome American Christian musician, pianist, 
vocalist, and worship leader Tab Beechler 
for its morning worship service at 10:45 
a.m. Sunday, Oct. 18. Beechler has traveled 
all over the United States with his ministry. 
He at one time was pianist for the Southern 
Gospel Quartet, The Perrys. Victory Chapel 
Community Church invites the community to 
be a part of his ministry. The church is located 
at 13350 E. 216th St., Noblesville.

Victory Chapel
Community Church to
welcome Tab Beechler

https://www.stonycreekcoc.com/
https://www.talktodani.com/
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Sharp divides in Indiana
secretary of state debate over
noncitizen vote, spending audit

Engling clashes with
secretary of state rivals 
over noncitizen voting

By GARRETT BERGQUIST
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Republican secretary 
of state candidate Max En-
gling faced sharp criticism 
from his opponents during 
a debate Wednesday night 
over his focus on preventing 
noncitizens from voting.

While federal law al-
ready prohibits noncitizens 
from voting in elections, 
Republicans nationwide 
have prioritized the issue 
this election cycle. During 
the event hosted by the In-
diana Debate Commission, 
Engling claimed he was the 
only candidate committed 
to ensuring only citizens 
cast ballots in Indiana.

Engling’s remarks drew 
immediate condemnation 
from his rivals, particularly 
former Indianapolis Mayor 
Greg Ballard, an indepen-
dent running on the Lin-
coln Party ticket. Ballard 
called Engling’s comments 
“ridiculous” and stated he 
supports verifying voter cit-
izenship but argued the cur-
rent system is secure.

Ballard said, “The 
[county] clerks would take 
great offense that the Re-
publican Party’s implying 
this is having an effect. 
The only election that was 
in danger of being over-
turned is the one they cre-
ated with the Deery-Co-
penhaver case.”

Democrat Beau Bayh 
questioned the lack of 
prosecutions following a 
voter fraud investigation 
by Republican Secretary 
of State Diego Morales 
and Attorney General Todd 
Rokita. That probe iden-
tified 21 instances of non-
citizens voting in Indiana 
over several years.

Libertarian Lauri Shil-
lings argued Engling is at-
tempting to force Indiana 
to follow the proposed fed-
eral Safeguard American 
Voter Eligibility  (SAVE) 
Act, which she warned 
could disenfranchise vot-
ers who changed their 
names due to marriage, di-
vorce, or adoption.

Engling defended his 
position.

“I have said very often, 
and now my opponents 
have come along too, that 
even one instance of illegal 
voting is too many. You’re 

not hiring me to be a leg-
islator; you’re hiring me to 
be the chief election officer 
for the state of Indiana. You 
have to have confidence that 
I am going to root out cor-
ruption, fraud, wherever it 
happens,” Engling said.

All four candidates 
agreed on the need to in-
vestigate Morales, who 
faces accusations of hiring 
family members, awarding 
no-bid contracts, and us-
ing taxpayer funds to pur-
chase a luxury SUV. Bal-
lard said he has spoken to 
law enforcement regarding 
a possible criminal probe 
but did not provide details. 
Shillings called for a full re-
view of the office’s budget, 
while Engling suggested 
the state’s inspector general 
investigate the office.

Bayh repeated his call 
for an independent audit.

He said, “Certainly, if 
we uncover evidence of po-
tential criminal wrongdoing, 
I will work with law en-
forcement and prosecutors 
to hold people accountable. 
But there’s something im-
portant here, and I want to 
bring up an important point. 
Max Engling brought up the 
inspector general, OK? The 
inspector general was ap-
pointed two years ago by the 
governor, who is Max En-
gling’s biggest supporter.”

While the debate fo-
cused largely on electoral 
and business functions, the 
candidates also discussed 
the potential for artificial 
intelligence to be used for 
securities fraud or election 
law violations. All four 
candidates said the office 
should address those risks.

Shillings said, “I think 
we need to have somebody 
on staff full-time that can 
monitor this or work with 
a trusted partner who can 
ensure that AI is being used 
effectively to flag these in-
stances, to prevent it and to 
work and test our election 
machines and our busi-
ness systems over and over 
again.”

Early voting is current-
ly underway and continues 
through Nov. 2. Election 
Day is Nov. 3.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/news/election/
engling-noncitizen-vot-
ing-debate.

By TOM DAVIES
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Republican Max En-
gling leaned into blocking 
noncitizen voting as a top 
priority as he and the other 
three Indiana secretary of 
state candidates debated 
Wednesday night.

Engling maintained 
that he was the only can-
didate firm on that issue 
— arguments that Dem-
ocrat Beau Bayh called 
“ridiculous” and Lincoln 
Party candidate Greg Bal-
lard labeled “ludicrous.” 
Libertarian Lauri Shillings 
described Engling’s push 
for tighter voter rules as 
unnecessary.

Bayh kept up his per-
sistent push for an indepen-
dent audit of what he calls 
corrupt spending by current 
Republican Secretary of 
State Diego Morales, whom 
Engling defeated for the 
GOP nomination.

Ballard used the tele-
vised matchup, sponsored 
by the nonprofit Indiana 
Debate Commission, to as-
sert that an overhaul of the 
state’s Election Commis-
sion and Recount Commis-
sion was needed to remove 
political bias.

Here are key topics that 
emerged in the hour-long 
debate:

Quarrel over
noncitizen voting
The sharpest exchanges 

of the night came over En-
gling’s arguments that other 
candidates weren’t as dedi-
cated to blocking nonciti-
zens from voting.

“They all said it was un-
duly burdensome to verify 
if you’re a U.S. citizen to 
be voting in our elections. 
That is a very big problem 
and they all said it,” Engling 
said. “The question was: Do 
we need to ensure that it’s 
only U.S. citizens voting in 
our elections? The answer 
is an absolute ‘yes,’ and 
I’m the only candidate that 
has said that and put that 
straightforward.”

Ballard, who was a two-
term Republican mayor of 
Indianapolis, quickly retort-
ed Engling’s statement.

“That’s a ludicrous as-
sertion. We all think that,” 
Ballard said. “That’s ludi-
crous.”

Other candidates point-
ed out that voting by non-
citizens is already illegal.

Bayh said during the 
debate that he supported In-
diana’s current voter ID law 
and told reporters afterward 
that “our elections are safe 
and secure in our state.”

“Max is making this up 
because he wants to stoke 
fear and divide people and 
dissuade you from partic-
ipating,” Bayh said. “Peo-
ple should have faith in our 
elections. We have 92 coun-
ty clerks from both major 

political parties who do a 
fantastic job on a bipartisan 
basis, making sure these 
things run smoothly.”

Engling, who most re-
cently was a top staffer to 
Republican U.S. Sen. Jim 
Banks, said he would ad-
vocate for Indiana to adopt 
driver licenses with differ-
ent backgrounds for noncit-
izens as a further safeguard 
against them casting elec-
tion ballots.

Shillings said after the 
debate that Engling was 
“looking for a problem that 
doesn’t exist.”

“What he’s trying to 
do is bring the Republi-
can SAVE Act and shove it 
down into our realm, and 
I think it’s unnecessary 
entirely,” she said. “We 
already have checks and 
balances in place to prove 
citizenship when you regis-
ter to vote and our clerks do 
a great job of catching that.”

Bayh aims to keep
Morales an issue
Bayh never mentioned 

Morales’ name during 
the debate, but repeatedly 
brought up the spending 
controversies from his 
time in office.

“The current secretary 
of state has spent $92,000 
of your taxpayer money 
on a luxury SUV for him-
self,” Bayh said. “He’s 
hired members of his fam-
ily, six-figure positions. 
He’s taking trips all over 
the world and won’t tell us 
who’s paying or the purpose 
of the travel. He’s given out 
millions of dollars in no-bid 
state contracts to his largest 
campaign donors. That’s 
unacceptable.”

Bayh said he would im-
mediately start a forensic 
audit of Morales’ spending 
and pledge to not give any 
contracts to campaign con-
tributors.

Engling countered that 
he would support a review 
of the secretary of state’s 
office by the state inspector 
general.

“I am the only can-
didate that has actually 
done something about the 
issues that we’ve seen in 
the office,” Engling said. 
“I ran at the (Republican) 
convention and replaced 
the current secretary of 
state. I am the Republican 
candidate in this race, and 
I’m pressing forth to win, 
to bring new processes, to 
bring new procedures into 
this office.”

After the debate, Bayh 
said an inspector gener-
al review was insufficient 
and that Engling “wants to 
kick this can down the road, 
pretend like this corruption 
never happened.”

“The inspector general 
was appointed two years 
ago by the Republican gov-
ernor, who’s Max Engling’s 
biggest supporter,” Bayh 
said. “For two years, the in-
spector general has looked 
at the purchase of luxury 
SUVs in this office, has 
looked at no-bid contracts to 
large donors and has looked 
at unexplained world travel 
and hiring relatives, and not 
taken action.”

Voting change
priorities

Bayh highlighted 
his support for ending 
straight-ticket voting and 
allowing citizen-led ballot 
initiatives — both issues 
that Democrats have unsuc-
cessfully pushed for sev-
eral years in the Republi-
can-dominated Legislature.

“We’re one of only six 
states in the country which 
has a straight-ticket voting 
system,” Bayh said. “What 
this means is that the first 

page on your ballot won’t 
have a list of names or of-
fices on it. It’ll have politi-
cal parties — red team, blue 
team. That reinforces some 
of the worst instincts of trib-
al politics.”

Engling said after the 
debate that he believed vot-
ers should have the option 
of casting a straight-ticket 
ballot. 

He derided citizen bal-
lot initiatives as “a way for 
folks that cannot work an is-
sue through the Statehouse 
to try and evade the State-
house.”

“Very often what we’ve 
seen is that ballot initiatives 
are sponsored by folks with 
millions and millions of dol-
lars to try and do something 
that the state didn’t want to 
do through their elected leg-
islators,” Engling said.

Ballard pressed his de-
sire to revamp the state’s 
Recount Commission and 
Election Commission, both 
of which are now controlled 
by appointed Republicans 
and Democrats.

Ballard faulted the setup 
for the lack of investigation 
into complaints about possi-
ble improper campaign do-
nations.

“Because there’s two 
Republicans and two Dem-
ocrats on that Election 
Commission, they’re not 
meeting either because they 
don’t want to meet,” he 
said. “Those duties should 
be handed off to administra-
tive law judges.”

This story was pub-
lished on Wednesday, Oct. 
7, 2026, at indianacapital-
chronicle.com.

Photo by Doug McSchooler for Indiana Debate Commission
The Indiana Debate Commission hosted a debate on Wednesday, Oct. 
7, 2026, featuring, left to right, Libertarian Lauri Shillings, Republican 
Max Engling, Lincoln Party candidate Greg Ballard and Democrat Beau 
Bayh. It was moderated by University of Indianapolis political science 
professor Laura Merrifield Wilson.

About the office
The secretary of state is an administrative official who broadly 

oversees statewide policies for elections, which are run by coun-
ty officials. The secretary, by law, is chair of the Indiana Recount 
Commission.

Other office responsibilities include the registration of business-
es and nonprofit organizations, regulation of the securities indus-
try, commissioning of notaries public and the licensing of motor 
vehicle dealerships.

Republicans have won every election for the office since 1994.

Secretary of State debate, round 2

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks & Recreation!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Business cards

317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday

1/2 Price Bottles of 
Wine On Wednesdays

Reservations Recommended 

https://www.wishtv.com/news/election/engling-noncitizen-voting-debate
https://www.wishtv.com/news/election/engling-noncitizen-voting-debate
https://www.wishtv.com/news/election/engling-noncitizen-voting-debate
https://www.wishtv.com/news/election/engling-noncitizen-voting-debate
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/10/07/sharp-divides-in-indiana-secretary-of-state-debate-over-noncitizen-vote-spending-audit/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/10/07/big-money-stirs-up-squabbles-in-indiana-secretary-of-states-race/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/10/07/big-money-stirs-up-squabbles-in-indiana-secretary-of-states-race/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/06/20/republican/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/08/26/indiana-secretary-of-state-hopefuls-clash-over-voting-rules-office-audit/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/08/26/indiana-secretary-of-state-hopefuls-clash-over-voting-rules-office-audit/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/08/26/indiana-secretary-of-state-hopefuls-clash-over-voting-rules-office-audit/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2025/12/04/indiana-officials-say-review-found-21-noncitizens-voting-in-state/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2025/12/04/indiana-officials-say-review-found-21-noncitizens-voting-in-state/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/05/29/new-records-spotlight-questionable-90k-restitution-fund-payment-to-donor-nearly-500k-in-raises-under-morales/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/05/29/new-records-spotlight-questionable-90k-restitution-fund-payment-to-donor-nearly-500k-in-raises-under-morales/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/05/29/new-records-spotlight-questionable-90k-restitution-fund-payment-to-donor-nearly-500k-in-raises-under-morales/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/10/01/secretary-of-state-candidate-ballard-calls-for-ban-on-political-actions-by-officeholder/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/10/01/secretary-of-state-candidate-ballard-calls-for-ban-on-political-actions-by-officeholder/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/10/01/secretary-of-state-candidate-ballard-calls-for-ban-on-political-actions-by-officeholder/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/10/07/sharp-divides-in-indiana-secretary-of-state-debate-over-noncitizen-vote-spending-audit/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/10/07/sharp-divides-in-indiana-secretary-of-state-debate-over-noncitizen-vote-spending-audit/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://milleryes.org/
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Veterans Coffee: reconnecting 
through camaraderie

By Tiffanie Ditlevson
For The Reporter

Ask veterans what they 
miss most about military ser-
vice, and one answer comes 
up again and again: the ca-
maraderie.

When we take off the 
uniform, we don’t stop be-
ing veterans. But we often 
lose the built-in community 
that came with serving – the 
people who understood the 
experience without needing 
an explanation.

That connection matters. 
Veterans continue to experi-
ence disproportionately high 
rates of suicide, and many 
veterans are unaware of – 
or simply aren’t using – the 
benefits and resources they 
earned through their service. 
In Indiana alone, 149 veter-
ans died by suicide in 2023.

That’s why fellow veter-
ans Matt Rapp, USN; Scott 
Billman, USMC; and I, Tif-
fanie Ditlevson, USAF, are 
launching Veterans Coffee 
in Fishers.

The idea is simple: cre-
ate a welcoming place where 
veterans can reconnect, 
meet other veterans in our 
community, share informa-
tion about available benefits 
and resources, and enjoy 
something many of us have 
missed since leaving the mil-
itary: camaraderie.

Veterans Coffee begins 
Saturday, Oct. 24, and will 
meet every fourth Saturday 
of the month from 8:30 to 10 
a.m. at F.C. Tucker Company, 
10404 Olio Road, Fishers.

No speeches. No big 
agenda. Just coffee, conver-
sation, camaraderie, and an 
opportunity to make sure 
veterans in our community 
know about the people, ben-
efits, and resources available 
to them.

All veterans. All branch-
es. All generations.

To RSVP, call or text 
(317) 446-0416.

Tiffanie Ditlevson is 
a veteran of the U.S. Air 
Force, and she serves on the 
Fishers City Council.

Letter to the Editor

Shaffer questions Carmel’s 
collection of property taxes 
from apartment buildings

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter 

will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
The overall apartment occupancy rate in Carmel 

generally hovers between 90 and 94 percent, according 
to Google. That’s before all the new apparent construc-
tion kicks in.

How much lower the rates will go is controlled now 
by the Carmel Redevelopment Commission (CRC). 
And, of course, there’s the long lead-time before the 
city, the schools, the township, or the library get a nick-
el of property tax from the projects.

It takes years and years from the start of construction 
to completion. Then another year in which the county 
assessor sets a net assessed valuation on each property.

The next year property taxes start to flow – to the 
CRC for upwards of 25 more years as the original debt 
plus interest are paid off.

Meanwhile, apartment dwellers have been using 
schools, library, and township and city services at the 
cost of the existing taxpayers.

All of the above applies to the 1,000 apartments be-
ing added every year.

A quarter of a century from the first repayment to the 
last and then property tax revenues begin trickling in.

What kind of inheritance is that?
Bill Shaffer
Carmel

Have a safe Halloween at
Christ Lutheran Church

Christ Lutheran Church will hold a fun, safe, fam-
ily-friendly Trunk-or-Treat in the church parking lot 
from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 31.

The church is located at 10055 E. 186th St., No-
blesville.

Halloween News

Thanks for reading!

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
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Made possible by support 
from a Christel DeHaan

Legacy Gift.

Gregory Glade Hancock, Executive Artistic Director

SEASON PRESENTING PARTNER SEASON PRESENTING PARTNER
DR. SAJAL BOSE & MRS. KALYANI BOSEDR. ANITA JOSHI

DR. ARUN JAIN

SEASON TITLE PARTNER
SWIZZLE GROUP, LLC

CONCERT PARTNER
DR. ANITA JOSHI
DR. ARUN JAIN

T H E  T A R K I N G T O N  A T  A L L I E D  S O L U T I O N S  C E N T E R  F O R  T H E  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S

T I C K E T S  A T  T H E  C E N T E R ’ S  F I F T H  T H I R D  B A N K  B O X  O F F I C E  |  3 1 7 - 8 4 3 - 3 8 0 0

https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/resident-companies/ghdt-salem/
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Cicero loves raising money & touching trucks
On Saturday, Oct. 3, Cicero held its annual Touch-A-Truck at Red Bridge Park. More than 20 vehicles were
present, including vehicles from the Cicero Fire Department, Cicero Police Department, and Cicero Street

Department. Cicero Friends of the Park provided hot dogs, chips, and cookies. (Photos provided by Emily Pearson)
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Education on an empty stomach? Not around here
Hunger can 

hit every demo-
graphic here in 
Hamilton County. 
We routinely see 
neighbors from 
across the socio-
economic spec-
trum at pantries, 
d r i v e - t h r o u g h 
food pick-ups, 
and even at our 
in-office food pick-ups.

One of the nasty things 
about hunger is that it can 
come from nowhere. Some 
tragedy hits, or a job loss 
or an illness, and all of the 
sudden you find yourself 
in need. Often, it’s a need 
that’s new to these neigh-
bors. They don’t know what 
to do, what to expect, or 
how to begin to seek help. 

In this column we want 
to touch on a subset of those 
amongst us. Young adults 
within the working poor 
who are working hard to get 
to a good life. I’m talking 
about “The Crossing” High 
School inside of Gaylor 
Electric (crossingeduca-
tion.com). This is a special 
school for kids that need 
alternatives to finish high 
school and maybe learn a 
trade. The students expe-
rience an innovative path 
to graduation. By pairing 
classroom learning with re-
al-world experience along-
side Gaylor Electric staff, 
students acquire essential, 
hands-on business, and 
technical skills.

In partnering with Gay-
lor over the years, we have 

watched this 
school grow from 
idea to reality. We 
also saw young 
adults trying to 
make a life for 
themselves, try-
ing to do what is 
right, trying to get 
on the right fu-
ture path. We saw 
these folks strug-

gle to get by. Many of these 
students are living on their 
own, some come from very 
tough backgrounds, some 
are even parents, but many 
have limited means. It was 
a perfect place for a Feeding 
Team pantry. 

When we recognized 
the opportunity to make a 
positive difference in these 
kids’ lives, we went to get 
permission to drop pantry 
number 82 inside their high 
school inside the Gaylor 
Electric property. After a 
few conversations, the pan-
try was deployed. 

Now, kids who were 
skipping meals or slamming 
ramen once a day now have 
non-perishable meals avail-
able to them and their fam-
ilies. Instructors that were 
bringing supplemental food 
for the kids can now breathe 
easier and students can fo-
cus on academics. 

This isn’t a typical 
Feeding Team pantry loca-
tion. We look for high-vis-
ibility locations near areas 
where gap families reside 
or congregate. As a remind-
er, gap families are those 
with four or more mouths 

to feed in the family with 
a household income above 
poverty levels and beneath 
approximately $50,000 an-
nually. This location stood 
out to us because of the sit-
uation and the opportunity 
to be a part of supporting 
success in these families’ 
lives. 

Major hat tip to our 
maintenance team for re-
furbishing an older pantry 
and making it work for this 
deployment. It took Jim al-
most two full days in some 
blistering heat to rebuild 
a pantry that would fit and 

work well indoors. A sec-
ond tip of the hat goes to the 
logistics and transport team 
at Gaylor. Aaron, Rudy, Big 
Rick, and the rest of their 
team move mountains to get 
pantries from point A to B. 
Thank you all. 
About FeedingTeam.org

More than 44,000 peo-
ple in Hamilton County 
struggle with food needs. 
FeedingTeam.org is a reg-
istered 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
that offers outdoor, no-
questions-asked food pan-
tries that are open 24/7, all 

year long. These pantries 
help families who may not 
qualify for other programs 
but still need a few meals to 
get by.

We are so thankful for 
all the volunteers, hosts, 
donors, and sponsors who 
help us every day. We love 
serving our neighbors and 
seeing how your generos-
ity changes lives. Hunger 
doesn’t always look the 
way people think it does, 
and every meal makes a big 
difference.

A simple can of food can 

mean everything to a parent 
who has nothing left to feed 
their kids. A few meals can 
change someone’s life.

If you’d like to help, 
there are many volunteer 
opportunities. We are also 
looking for new spots for 
future pantries. If you know 
a good location, please con-
tact us.

Mark and Lisa Hall are 
the Founders of Feeding 
Team. They may be reached 
at lisa@feedingteam.org 
and mark@feedingteam.org 
or by calling (317) 832-1123.

MARK HALL

COLUMNIST

The Feeding Team Feature

Photos provided by FeedingTeam.org
Thanks to Feeding Team volunteers and the team at Gaylor Electric, students at “The Crossing” High 
School inside Gaylor Electric now have access to good, non-perishable food for them and their families.

FeedingTeam.org
Facts

• 82 outdoor pantries
• Two drive-thru food
  pick-ups monthly and
  two in-office food
  pick-ups monthly
• 20,000 meals per month
• Over 30 volunteer families

Flesh, Fear, and Forever:
An eschatological view of artificial intelligence

Colossians 3:1-15 (NLT)

Emmanuel United Methodist Church
16000 Cumberland Rd.

Noblesville, IN 

October 18, 2026
10 AM

Rev. Bonnie Zickgraf, BSN, RN

Buffalo Trace: the good stuff
“There will 

always be old 
barrels and bot-
tles of whiskey. 
But friends and 
family won’t al-
ways be around.” 
– Freddie John-
son, Global Whis-
key Ambassador 
and tour guide

Okay, finally, 
the procrastination is over. 
Time for a quick gloss-over 
of Buffalo Trace. This place 
has so many offerings and 
so much history that there’s 
no way to go into all of it in 
this dinky little column. Be-
sides that, I don’t want to. 
So there’s that.

I know I’ve used this 
before, but I’m gonna do 
it again. If ever there was 
a distillery that resembled 
Duff Beer from The Simp-
sons, Buffalo Trace is it. I 
know you’re saying to your-
self, “there you go Jon, be-
ing negative again.” 

Yet, here’s the kick-
er: it works. That’s an un-
derstatement. Today they 
make some of the most 
iconic whiskey brands in 
the world, such as: Eagle 
Rare, Colonel E.H. Taylor, 
Weller, Blanton’s, and El-
mer T. Lee just to name a 
few. As I mentioned before, 
Buffalo Trace is making 
an absolute fortune in the 
bourbon market.

Not to mention that quite 
a few of their bourbons are 
ground breaking. Exam-
ples, Jon? Sure. Blanton’s 
was the first “single-barrel” 
bourbon. Weller (which 
I’ve discussed previously) 
was the first wheated bour-
bon. Colonel E.H. Taylor 
(the actual guy) introduced 
modern manufacturing 
standards, including copper 
stills, that are used through-
out the industry today. Pret-
ty impressive. 

So why the comparison to 
lowly Duff? Because it’s true, 
and that’s not necessarily a 
bad thing. All of B.T.’s whis-
keys that are within the same 
mashbill start out exactly 
the same. What makes them 
eventually different? Well, 
there are a variety of factors, 
such as aging (of course), 
rickhouse location: floor lev-

el, building materi-
als used in the ac-
tual rickhouse, as 
well as proof and 
blending. 

For exam-
ple, Eagle Rare 
is the exact same 
whiskey (at first) 
as Buffalo Trace 
and lowly Bench-
mark. Yet it is 

aged in different areas of the 
rickhouses and for 10 years. 
I was sipping on some Eagle 
Rare the other night and it 
was blatantly obvious. It has 
the same beginning notes on 
the palate (which I don’t re-
ally care for – kinda harsh), 
then it becomes much more 
flavorful, complex, and 
smooth. Pretty good stuff.

Blanton’s is one of the 
most highly sought-after 
bourbons around. I have to 
admit that at my first few 
tries it didn’t blow my socks 
off. It’s growing on me. I re-
cently saw on social media 
a gentleman who reasoned 
that Blanton’s isn’t disap-
pointing, the expectation of 
it due to its scarcity is what 
makes people disappointed 
in it. Fair opinion. I think 
that opinion goes for many 
of Buffalo Traces wares.

A few years ago (very 
few), many of these Buf-
falo Trace bourbons were 
extremely difficult to find, 
and their prices were out-
rageous on the secondary 
market. Much of that has 
to do with good ole supply 
and demand. Let’s face it 
Buffalo Trace’s popularity 
skyrocketed and they just 
couldn’t keep up. Bourbon 
takes a long time to make, 
especially if it’s aged (duh). 

It got to the point that 
even regular ole Buffalo 
Trace was allocated. I vis-
ited a liquor store in Ohio 
during this time period 
hoping to score a bottle 
of Weller Antique 107. I 
pulled into the parking lot 
and there was a line of 30 to 
40 people standing in front 
of the building. I walked 
up and asked “what are you 
guys in line for?” “Buffalo 
Trace.” Are you kidding 
me?! It’s all settling down 
a bit now. Production and 
time has caught back up.

Anyhoo, I’m not go-
ing to go through and rate 
all of these Buffalo Trace 
offerings. Remember, I 
didn’t really want this to 
be a “bourbon review” 
column. Suffice it to say 
that they are all pretty darn 
good. Despite the fact that 
they are offshoots of the 
(in my opinion) pedestrian 
Buffalo Trace.

There is one that I do 
want to discuss (nope, not 
that one – yet). In my hum-
ble yet snobbish opinion, 
Stagg (formerly known as 
Stagg Junior) is one of the 
finest bourbons out there. 
The Googles list its flavor 
profile as “heavy notes of 
dark chocolate, rich vanilla, 
brown sugar, baking spices, 
and a sharp hit of cherry.” 

Google got it right. This 
is truly one of my favor-
ite bourbons. Deep, rich, 
powerful, with a 126- to 
134-proof, and they weren’t 
kidding about the cherry. 
It hits you right off the bat. 
Absolutely delicious! Defi-
nitely in my top 10, which is 
a list that will be forthcom-
ing at the end of the year. 

The biggest problem 
with many of Buffalo 
Trace’s offerings is that they 
are in such high demand 
that they are extremely dif-
ficult to find (despite the re-
cent catch-up), and that they 
are very pricey. Stagg is no 
exception. The MSRP for 
it is around $65; good luck 
getting it for that (unless 
you’re at the distillery when 
they happen to set a few 
out). The secondary market 
price is $135 to $170, and, 
unbelievably, I’m gonna say 
it: worth every cent.

There is one more Buf-
falo Trace scarcity that 
needs to be discussed. You 
all know what I’m talking 
about (at least all of you 
who are really into bour-
bon). The holy grail of bour-
bons: Pappy Van Winkle. I 
wish I had a bottle. That’s 

a discussion for next time. 
Until then cheers!

Jon Smyrnis is a lifelong 
Indianapolis area resident. 
He enjoys traveling, hiking, 
biking, kayaking, dining out, 
and, of course, fine cocktails 
and great bourbons.

Jon Smyrnis
Bourbon Psychosis

COLUMNIST

Thanks for
reading

The REPORTER

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
http://www.crossingeducation.com
http://www.crossingeducation.com
https://feedingteam.org/
mailto:lisa@feedingteam.org
mailto:mark@feedingteam.org
https://feedingteam.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BethShellerforHamiltonCountyClerk/
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Value of Noblesville Schools’ music 
programs go beyond the students

Letter to the Editor

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can
submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 

phone number and city of residence. The Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
As parents and supporters of 

students involved in music and the 
performing arts at Noblesville High 
School, we believe it is important for 
our community to understand what is 
at stake as Noblesville voters consid-
er the school operating referendum 
on the Nov. 3 ballot.

We are writing together as the No-
blesville Band Boosters and the NHS 
Choir Parent Organization because 
we see every day what Noblesville 
Schools provides to its students – not 
just in the classroom, but through the 
experiences, relationships, and op-
portunities that help students become 
confident, capable, and connected 
members of our community.

According to Noblesville 
Schools, the current operating ref-
erendum provides approximately 
$25 million annually and represents 
about 20 percent of the district’s op-
erating funding. Those dollars sup-
port a broad range of programs and 
services, including teacher recruit-
ment and retention, school safety, 
mental-health support, academic 
programming, appropriate class siz-
es, music education, arts, and enrich-
ment opportunities.

For families involved in choir, 
band, and the performing arts, one 
point deserves particular attention: 
the district has identified band, choir, 
orchestra, music, theatre and other 

performing-arts programs and ser-
vices among the areas that could be 
reduced or eliminated if referendum 
funding is not continued.

That possibility is about much 
more than an extracurricular activity.

Our music programs teach stu-
dents how to work together toward 
a common goal. They develop dis-
cipline, responsibility, perseverance, 
and leadership. They give students a 
place where they belong, a communi-
ty they can count on and an opportu-
nity to discover abilities they may not 
have known they possessed.

We also know that the value of 
these programs extends well beyond 
the students who participate. No-
blesville’s bands and choirs bring 
families together, enrich communi-
ty events and represent our schools 
across Indiana, throughout our nation 
and internationally. They are a vital 
part of our community’s identity and 
culture, making support for these 
programs an investment in both our 
students and our community.

At the same time, this referendum 
is about considerably more than mu-
sic. Noblesville Schools has stated 
that without continued referendum 
funding, the district would face sig-
nificant reductions in staff, programs, 
and services. The district’s recently 
released scenarios include potential 
reductions to academic and elective 
programs, student support services, 

transportation, staffing and perform-
ing arts, along with larger class sizes 
and the possibility of closing an ele-
mentary school.

We recognize that any discussion 
involving property taxes deserves 
thoughtful consideration. We en-
courage every Noblesville resident 
to look beyond the numbers on the 
ballot and learn what the referen-
dum means for our schools and our 
community – including the programs 
their children may rely on today and 
the opportunities future students may 
have tomorrow.

As two organizations made up 
largely of parents who have watched 
our students grow through Nobles-
ville’s music programs, we know 
firsthand that a strong school sys-
tem is about more than test scores or 
buildings. It is about creating oppor-
tunities for young people to discov-
er who they are and what they can 
accomplish.

Whatever your perspective on the 
referendum, we hope you will take 
the time to become informed, ask 
questions, and consider the full im-
pact of the decision facing our com-
munity.

Emily Alexander
President, Noblesville Band
Boosters
Stephen Hunt
President, NHS Choir Parent
Organization

Letter to the Editor

Noblesville voter explains 
why he cannot support

another school referendum
Dear Editor:
As a person who has supported past Noblesville 

spending referendums, I now am no longer convinced 
that our current school board has the ability to balance 
education and referendum spending responsibly. And 
this is why …

Our Noblesville School system now has less stu-
dents than we did in 2018. Since the $50 million ref-
erendum request in 2018, they actually received $160 
million, and they have spent every last dime. They 
could have saved $55 million of that $110 million 
windfall and we would not be in the financial peril that 
their unsustainable spending has caused.

In reference to my 2026 personal Taxpayer and 
Property information statement provided to each prop-
erty owner, we will pay 27.3 percent to Noblesville 
School District and 21.3 percent to Noblesville School 
Debt, which equals 48.6 percent. Please check your 
own. We have no control over this amount, but the ref-
erendum is a local matter, so please vote No for this 
referendum and Yes to Denise Dye.

It is not selfish to believe that you know how to bet-
ter spend your money, and our current board members 
have proved, over at least the last five years, they do not.

That is why I recommend we elect Denise Dye. If 
elected, she promises to get to the bottom of where all 
that windfall of $110 million was spent. It is time to 
elect a fiscal conservative who will be transparent and 
focus on education excellence for all Noblesville stu-
dents while honoring the taxpayers of Noblesville. 

Please vote only for Denise Dye and we can start to 
rebuild our school board on Nov. 3, 2026

Gary Vaught
Noblesville alumnus & resident

Letter to the Editor

There are consequences
to removing 20 percent of

Noblesville Schools’ budget
Dear Editor:
The $3 million in cuts Noblesville Schools made 

last year should not be dismissed as something that can 
be repeated.

Those cuts have already meant reductions in staff and 
support services. The district has frozen administrative 
salaries, reduced positions, renegotiated contracts, and 
made other cuts. Yet, those changes are not close to the 
20 percent cuts needed without a continuing referendum.

The referendum provides about $25 million an-
nually (20 percent of Noblesville Schools’ operating 
funding). Without that funding, they are breaking down 
the potential 20 percent staffing reductions, including 
teachers, instructional assistants, bus drivers, mainte-
nance/custodial staff, secretaries, and support staff. It 
also identifies potential reductions in counselors, social 
workers, special education, safety, transportation, aca-
demic programs, and extracurricular activities.

The question is what another massive reduction in 
operating revenue means for the teachers who educate, 
support, and protect our kids. A 20 percent loss of oper-
ating funding means fewer people, fewer services, and 
larger class sizes.

We can debate the referendum and the tax rate. But 
we should be honest about the consequences of remov-
ing roughly 20 percent of the district’s operating funding.

Dr. Chris Hartig
Noblesville

Letter guidelines 
this election season

With the approach of the Nov. 3 General Election, 
the Hamilton County Reporter is establishing some 
Letters to the Editor guidelines to keep things fair and 
balanced.

Letters addressing 
new topics about the 
upcoming election or 
the policies of individ-
ual candidates will be 
accepted until the end 
of the business day on 
Thursday, Oct. 22, and 
will be published on 
Friday, Oct. 23. 

Letters in response to new topics published in our 
Oct. 23 edition will be accepted until Tuesday, Oct. 27, 
and will be published in our Wednesday, Oct. 28 edition.

These deadlines will give candidates and their sup-
porters the opportunity to reply to letters addressing 
new topics.

Straight letters of endorsement will be accepted until 
Thursday, Oct. 29, and will publish on Friday, Oct. 30.

The Reporter will not publish Letters to the Editor 
containing personal attacks. Click here to read The Re-
porter’s policy on attack ads and Letters to the Editor.

Please send your letters to
News@ReadTheReporter.com.

Letters to the Editor do not represent 
the opinions of The Reporter or our staff. 

Read it here.
Read it first.
The Hamilton County Reporter

https://readthereporter.com/why-you-wont-see-political-attack-ads-in-this-newspaper-2/
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter/videos
https://www.lyons-realty.com/
https://readthereporter.com/
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Photos provided by Emily Pearson
The Riverview Health Foundation held its 50th Golden Anniversary Celebration Gala on Friday, Oct. 2, at Riverview Health Arena. You might notice 
everyone wearing tennis shoes, which was part of the dress code. Tuxes and tennis shoes ruled the night filled with live music, delicious food, 
exciting auctions, and great company as the community honored decades of compassion and philanthropy.

Casual AND black tie? Only at Riverview

BIDDING OPENS:  Tuesday, October 6th @ 2pm
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS:  Saturday, October 17th @ 6pm

PREVIEW DATE:  Thursday, October 15th from Noon - 6pm
PICK-UP DAYS:  Monday, October 19th from Noon - 6pm

& Tuesday, October 20th from Noon - 6pm

ON-LINE ONLY 
PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION

for GEORGE & CONNIE CLARK
 and Others

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

1979 Volkswagon Beetle Convertible 
1996 Ridgeline16’ x 7’ Deck Trailer 
2004 Haulette Enclosed Trailer

Yale 2-Ton Spur Geared Block Chain Hoist
Schuck Cushion Hitch

JD Z720E Zero Turn 60”  
JD X749 Diesel 4x4 4 Wheel Steer Mower
Yard Tools & Equipment, Dump Carts, Utility Carts, 
Tillers, Aerators

Coins & Paper Money, Arrowheads & Artifacts, 
Advertising, Antiques & Uniques, Jewelry, St. Clair, 
Joe Rice, Fenton, Westmoreland & Depression 
Glass, Murat Shrine Items, Household, Small 
Appliances, Canning Supplies, Quilting, Crafting & 
Sewing, Sewing Machines, Spool Cabinets, Crocks, 
Pottery, China, Very Nice Furniture, Boone Cabinet 
By Campbell Smith Ritchie, Grandfather Clocks, 
Custom-Made Rolltop Desk, Electric Washer & 

Dryer, Soft Goods, Kline 1869 Noblesville Coverlet, 
Paper Goods, Longaberger, Furs, Vintage Toys, 
Cast Iron, Coin Banks, Home Decor, Pet Crates, 
Holiday Blow-Molds, Budweiser & Avon Steins, 
Milk Bottles, Fruit Jars, Jewel T Dishes, Musical 
Instruments, Pictures & Wall Decor, Mirrors, Vtg. 
Hardback Books, Fur Collars, Marbles

Solid Wood Outdoor Rocking Chairs (NICE), Patio 
Furniture

Fishing Poles, Trolling Motors, Sporting Goods, 
Fold-Up Rolling Ping-Pong Table, Punching Bag, 
Schwinn Bicycles, Reese Hitch-Mount for Bike 
Rack

Troy-Bilt 5500 Generator, Cummins Onan P2500i 
Digital Inverter Generator (needs pull cord), Pressure 
Washers, Mi-T-M Hotsy, Hand Tools, Power Tools, 
Rolling Tool Chest, Continental Shophoist 4000, Air 
Compressors, Farmhand 60-Gallon Air Compressor

Masks
H a m i l t o n 

County, get ready 
for an onslaught 
of superheroes, 
dinosaurs, pirates, 
and princesses! 
Halloween is 
right around the 
corner, and we’d 
better be prepared 
with lots of treats!

H a l l o w e e n 
can be a fun time in part be-
cause of having the chance 
to put on a costume, possi-
bly with a mask, and “be-
coming” another “being,” at 
least on Oct. 31! 

As we get older and 
leave our childhood behind, 
we can put on other “perso-
nas,” wear other “masks.” 
We may value “authentici-
ty,” but when have we ever 
been less than “authentic” 
putting on a different “face” 
in a particular situation?

Unfortunately, we prob-
ably have experienced 
someone who treated us 
politely like a friend only 
to “turn on us” later. Or per-
haps we experienced some-
one using “friendship” as a 
ruse to exploit us in some 
way and then dropping us 
like a “hot potato” when not 
of use to the “friend” any-
more!

Sadly, human nature is 
broken. Deception, betray-
al, and exploitation are of-
ten rampant.

In his 1895 poem “We 
Wear the Mask,” Paul Lau-
rence Dunbar comments on 
Blacks needing to hide their 
suffering from injustices by 
wearing masks of “smiles” 
to hide their pain and to ex-
ist in society. He writes:

We wear the mask that 
grins and lies / It hides our 
cheeks and shades our eyes 
/ This debt we pay to human 
guile / With torn and bleed-
ing hearts we smile …

How can we relate kind-
ness and authenticity to 
“civility”? The bottom line 
is that to create trust in a 
relationship, we need to be 
authentic. That also means 
embracing some level of 
vulnerability. Not easy. And 
it takes time in a relation-
ship to build trust. We have 
to spend this valuable cur-
rency of time in order to in-
vest in a relationship worthy 
of trust.

In a genuine relation-
ship, however, we can 
honestly disagree “without 
being disagreeable.” We 
can do so with civility, not 

trying to persuade 
but instead un-
derstand “where 
the other person 
is coming from.” 
The goal of our 
conversation is 
to understand the 
other person and 
to continue the re-
lationship.

And I can be 
authentically passionate 
about my views (but not by 
yelling or storming out of 
the room) while disagreeing 
– and still maintain the rela-
tionship. Indeed, we need to 
learn how to be both authen-
tic and civil while disagree-
ing with others, treating oth-
ers with dignity and respect.

To be authentic do we 
need to be able to share our 
deepest sorrows, any teen-
age risk-taking adventures, 
any regrets? Of course, the 
answer is “No, we do not.” 
Wisdom and discernment 
and good judgment are al-
ways needed before sharing 
what’s personal. Being “au-
thentic” to me is “walking 
the talk” and “practicing 
what I preach.” It’s acting 
with integrity when no one 
is looking.

So, what about those 
“little white lies” when we 
are being less than com-
pletely honest? For instance, 
a woman friend modeling a 
dress asks the other woman 
friend if she likes it and the 
friend answers, “It’s really 
nice” while thinking “Why 
in the world did she pick out 
that one?” Have we ever re-
sponded that way? Instead, 
we might follow the sugges-
tion I came across recently 
and try to find something 
you can truthfully compli-
ment such as “That color 
blue accentuates your beau-
tiful eyes.” Perhaps that’s a 
technique worth trying!

Lastly, two wishes. This 
Halloween when masked 
goblins or superheroes 
come knocking at your 
door, hopefully you will 
admire their costumes! And 
just for fun, you might think 
of what mask and costume 
you might wear if you were 
again a 5-year-old on Hal-
loween!

Nancy Kelly Smith is a 
retired English professor 
and published author. She 
is also an Ambassador for 
the national civility organi-
zation Civic Renaissance. 
Learn more at civic-renais-
sance.com.

NANCY KELLY SMITH
Civility Counts

COLUMNIST

The Reporter: Accurate. Balanced. Local.

https://www.cripesauction.com/
http://www.civic-renaissance.com
http://www.civic-renaissance.com
https://readthereporter.com/
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www.HCTV2.comwww.HCTV1.com

On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Wed Oct 7 -  Volleyball and Noblesville Candidate Night
6:00 pm  Noblesville Candidate Night | IN House Dist. 29 & School Board| HCTV
6:50 pm  City Alliance Semis I | Varsity Volleyball | Indiana SRN
6:50 pm  City Alliance Semis II | Varsity Volleyball | Indiana SRN

Thurs Oct 8 -  Girls Volleyball
6:00 pm  Brownsburg vs Noblesville| JV Girls Soccer| HCTV Sports
7:30 pm  Brownsburg vs 7:30 pm  Brownsburg vs Noblesville| JV Girls Soccer| HCTV Sports

Fri Oct 9  -  Football
6:45 pm  Eastern vs Sheridan| Football   | Bragg Sports
6:50 pm Terre Haute South vs Chatard| Football | Indiana SRN
6:50 pm Covington Catholic vs Cathedral @ Butler Bowl| Football | Indiana SRN
6:50 pm Guerin vs Mt Vernon | Football | Indiana SRN
7:00 pm Fishers vs Westfield | Football | Fishers Sports Network

Sat Oct 10 -  Volleyball, Freshman Football & College FootballSat Oct 10 -  Volleyball, Freshman Football & College Football
10:00am Carroll vs Fishers | Varsity Volleyball | Fishers Sports Network
10:00 am Westfield vs Fishers | Freshman Football | Fishers Sports Network
1:15 pm Mount St Joseph vs Franklin | HCAC Football | Indiana SRN/HCAC

NEW!! Check out Hamilton County TV’s 24/7 Channel at www.HCTV1.com
  Sports, Entertainment, Concerts, Classic TV, Classic Movies

Upcoming Broadcasts

Submitted by Office of 
U.S. Rep. Victoria Spartz

Congresswoman Victo-
ria Spartz (R-Ind.-05) was 
recently named Legislator 
of the Year by the Indiana 
Primary Health Care Associ-
ation (IPHCA) at its annual 
conference in Muncie.

The award recognizes 
Spartz’s health care policy 
leadership and continued 
work to improve access to af-
fordable, high-quality care, as 
well as her ongoing engage-
ment with Indiana’s commu-
nity health centers. Spartz 
has worked extensively on 
health care reforms focused 
on increasing competition, 
choice and price transparen-
cy, reducing waste and fraud, 
and challenging health care 
monopolies to lower costs for 
patients and taxpayers.

IPHCA also recognized 
Spartz’s participation in the 
Community Health Center 

Congressional Caucus, en-
gagement with Indiana health 
center leaders, and health care 
roundtables held throughout 
Indiana’s 5th District.

“I am honored to re-
ceive this recognition from 
Indiana’s community health 
centers,” Rep. Spartz said. 
“Health care is my number 
one priority because our cur-
rent system is unaffordable 
and unsustainable for patients 
and taxpayers. We need real 
competition, choice, trans-
parency, and accountability to 
challenge health care monop-
olies and bring down costs for 
all Americans … Community 
health centers play an import-
ant role in providing access to 
care, particularly in rural and 
underserved communities. I 
appreciate the work they do 
for Hoosiers and look for-
ward to continuing to work 
together on meaningful health 
care reforms.”

Photo provided

Investing in education &
delivering results for students

Indiana stu-
dents are mak-
ing significant 
academic gains. 
Reading scores 
are reaching 
new highs, math 
proficiency has 
improved, high 
school graduation 
rates are higher 
than ever before and we're 
better aligning our educa-
tion system with real-world 
careers.

These gains have come 
alongside robust and in-
creased investment in Indi-
ana's students, teachers, and 
schools.

One of the clearest ex-
amples of Indiana's progress 
is in early literacy.

After Indiana refocused 
on the science of reading, 
strengthened early inter-
ventions, and aligned cur-
riculum with proven strat-
egies, third-grade IREAD 
scores increased for the fifth 
consecutive year in 2026. 
Nearly 89 percent of third 
graders are demonstrating 
reading proficiency, and 
literacy rates have climbed 
7.5 percentage points since 
2021, surpassing pre-pan-
demic levels.

On the 2024 National 
Assessment of Educational 
Progress, Indiana ranked 
sixth in the nation in both 
fourth- and eighth-grade 
reading. A separate national 
analysis released this year 
ranked Indiana sixth among 
states for reading recovery.

Hoosier students are 
making progress in math 
as well. Student math 
proficiency on the state's 
ILEARN assessment in-
creased 5.2 percentage 
points from 2021 to 2025, 
with gains across every test-
ed grade level.

We’re also better con-
necting high school with 
what comes next – whether 
that's college, a career, the 
military, an apprenticeship, 
or additional training. 

Indiana's redesigned 
high school diploma is giv-
ing students more opportuni-
ties to gain work experience, 
earn credentials and make 
career connections before 
graduation. Indiana ranks 
fourth nationally in total ac-
tive registered apprentices. 

We're also helping col-
lege-bound students better 
prepare while saving fami-
lies money on college costs. 
Indiana leads the nation in 

the percentage of 
high school stu-
dents completing 
at least one col-
lege course, with 
the average stu-
dent earning 15 
college credits be-
fore ever stepping 
foot on campus.

Expanded op-
tions and increased relevan-
cy are helping students suc-
ceed. Indiana's high school 
graduation rate recently 
reached a record high of 
nearly 92 percent – higher 
than the national average.

Now, let's talk about 
funding. 

Since 2014, Indiana has 
increased education fund-
ing by 46 percent – a $3 
billion increase. In the most 
recent state budget, Indiana 
increased K-12 tuition sup-
port by $640 million, a 5 
percent increase over the bi-
ennium, to its highest level 
yet. State tuition support for 
public schools alone has in-
creased 30 percent over the 
last decade.

At the local level, fund-
ing has increased as well. 
And to be clear, our public 
schools statewide are re-
ceiving more – not less – in 
property tax funding this 
year than they did last year.

Indiana has also made 
raising teacher pay a prior-
ity. Through increased state 
investment and require-
ments that more education 
dollars reach the classroom, 
the average teacher salary 
has grown by nearly 16 per-
cent since the 2020-2021 
school year and now ex-
ceeds $60,000 a year. 

At the same time, we've 
expanded options for Indi-
ana's families, putting par-
ents in the driver's seat and 
empowering more families 
to choose the education 
environment that's best for 
their student. 

Indiana has refocused 
on the fundamentals, better 
connected the classroom to 
real-world success, provid-
ed ongoing investment and 
expanded educational op-
portunities for families.

There's more work 
ahead, but Indiana is mov-
ing in the right direction and 
delivering real results for 
Hoosier students. 

House Speaker Todd 
Huston (R-Fishers) rep-
resents House District 37, 
which includes a portion of 
Hamilton County.

TODD HUSTON

Guest COLUMNIST

Ford’s Garage to donate 100% of Pink
Fund T-shirt sales to breast cancer patients
The REPORTER

This Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, Ford’s 
Garage is once again turning 
pink for a purpose, continu-
ing its longtime partnership 
with Pink Fund as the non-
profit celebrates 20 years of 
providing financial support 
to breast cancer patients and 
their families.

Throughout October, 
guests can visit their local 
Ford’s Garage restaurant 
and purchase a limited-edi-
tion Pink Fund T-shirt for 
$20, with 100 percent of 
proceeds benefiting Pink 
Fund. The nonprofit pro-
vides financial assistance 
for basic living expenses to 
breast cancer patients in ac-
tive treatment, helping ease 
financial stress so they can 
focus on their health, recov-
ery, and families.

The 2026 campaign 
marks the seventh-year 
Ford’s Garage and Pink 
Fund have joined forces. 
Through the generosity of 

its guests and team mem-
bers, Ford’s Garage has 
raised more than $60,000 
for the organization to date.

“Seeing our guests rally 
around Pink Fund year after 
year has made this partner-
ship incredibly meaningful 
to our entire Ford’s Garage 
family,” Ford’s Garage 
President Billy Downs said. 
“This year is especially sig-
nificant as Pink Fund cele-
brates its 20th anniversary. 
We’re proud to recognize 
that milestone while giving 
our guests an easy way to 
support breast cancer pa-
tients and families when 
they need it most.”

Since its founding 
in 2006, Pink Fund has 
worked to address financial 
stress that can accompany a 
breast cancer diagnosis. The 
organization provides finan-
cial assistance for essential 
expenses such as housing, 
transportation, utilities, and 
insurance, helping patients 
maintain financial stability 

while undergoing treatment.
“For 20 years, Pink 

Fund has been committed 
to helping breast cancer pa-
tients keep a roof over their 
heads, food on the table and 
utilities on while they un-
dergo treatment,” Pink Fund 
Co-Founder and CEO Molly 
MacDonald said. “Longtime 
partners like Ford’s Garage 
make that work possible. 
Their continued commit-
ment and the generosity of 
their guests help us provide 
meaningful financial relief 
to patients at an incredibly 
challenging time.”

The October initiative 
gives Ford’s Garage guests 
an opportunity to make a 
tangible difference while 
showing their support.

Limited-edition Pink 
Fund T-shirts will be avail-
able for $20 throughout Oc-
tober at participating Ford’s 
Garage restaurants, while 
supplies last.

Ford’s Garage Nobles-
ville is located at 13193 
Levinson Lane #100 at 
Hamilton Town Center.

To learn more about Pink 
Fund or make a direct dona-
tion, visit PinkFund.org.

Photo provided

Rep. Spartz named Health 
Care Legislator of the Year

Thanks
for reading

https://stchristopherspumpkinfestival.com/
https://www.hctv1.com/
http://www.pinkfund.org/
http://www2.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/propertyreports/reports.aspx?parcel=1106270207014000


The REPORTER
The Fishers Event Cen-

ter continues its free Movies 
in the Plaza series this week-
end with the seasonal fan-fa-
vorite Hocus Pocus. Get into 
the Halloween spirit with a 
spellbinding favorite that’s 
perfect for the whole family.

The film begins at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 10, on the 
FORUM Credit Union Pla-
za at Fishers Event Center, 
11000 Stockdale St. Gates 
open at 6 p.m.

Create your own spooky 
potion at Fishers Parks’ Po-
tion Creation Station. Stop 
by this free activity, grab 
your mini potion bottle, and 

fill it up with mini Hallow-
een-themed ingredients to 
take with you.

Know before you go
• This event is free ad-

mission, with no tickets or 
prior registration required. 

• Free surface parking is 
available for spectators. 

• Bring lawn chairs or 
blankets for comfortable 
seating, and weather-appro-
priate gear (sunglasses, pon-
chos, etc., as it is an outdoor 
open-air venue). 

• No outside food and 
beverage will be permitted. 
Themed menu items will 
be available for purchase 
inside Fishers Event Center 

with various options avail-
able for patrons. 

• Click here for more 
information.
Donation opportunity: 

Hygiene Drive
Give back while you 

enjoy a little Halloween 
magic. The Fishers Event 

Center is collecting hygiene 
essentials to benefit HamCo 
Love and Wheeler Mission. 
Donations can include peri-
od products, sensitive-skin 
soap, travel-size toothpaste, 
deodorant, shaving cream, 
diapers and pull-ups, and 
women’s disposable razors.

Today’s Bible Reading
Do Not Forget the Lord

 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise 
the Lord your God for the good land he has given 
you. Be careful that you do not forget the Lord 
your God, failing to observe his commands, his 
laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day.

Deuteronomy 8:10-11 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

IMPROVED PRICE!

LAKEFRONT! SOLD! SOLD! SOLD!
20971 Shoreline  

Unit 410
NOBLESVILLE

9919 Fountain 
Cove Drive

INDIANAPOLIS

18532 Oriental  
Oak Court

NOBLESVILLE

18149 Atlantic 
Road

NOBLESVILLE

Enjoy low-maintenance waterfront 
living in this gated 2BR, 2BA Morse 
Lake condo. Features include fresh 

paint, new carpet, boat slip, two 
garage spots, storage, and stainless 

kitchen. Luxury meets convenience.
Listed at $299,900

This 3 bed, 2.5 bath near Geist Reservoir 
offers an open concept floor plan, new 
roof, carpet, and remodeled primary 
bath. Versatile living spaces, updated 
kitchen, spacious fenced-in backyard, 

and a heated golf simulator garage!
          Listed at $299,900

Beautiful 4BR, 2BA 2 half baths in 
Oakmont of Noblesville. Situated on over 
half an acre (.68) wooded lot featuring a 
screened porch and finished basement 
along with a three -car tandem garage. 

Move-in ready property awaits you.
Listed at $559,900

Own this charming 1.5-acre country 
retreat! Features 2,000+ sq ft, 4BR, 
2BA, and a new roof. Enjoy a cozy 

fireplace, spacious kitchen, and 
fenced yard. Perfectly located near 
Hamilton Town Center and I-69.  

Listed at $274,900 
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Meeting Notices
The Westfield Washington Public Library Board of Trustees will meet 

at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 14, 2026, in Meeting Room 2A at the Westfield 
Washington Public Library, 17400 Westfield Blvd., Unit A.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to 
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under

I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in 
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door 

Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

The Hamilton County Plan Commission meeting scheduled for Wednes-
day, Oct. 21, 2026, has been canceled due to a lack of petitions for con-
sideration. The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, Nov. 18, 2026.

The Hamilton County Board of Zoning Appeals will not meet as sched-
uled on Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2026, due a lack of petitions for consider-
ation. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 17, 2026.

Joshua David Moore
July 3, 1980 – September 30, 2026

Joshua David Moore, a compassionate and dedicated 
man, was born on July 3, 1980, in No-
blesville to Phil and Dana (Overdorf) 
Moore. Josh passed away on Septem-
ber 30, 2026 at the age of 46.

Known for his reliability and lov-
ing spirit, Josh touched countless lives 
through his work as an ER Paramed-
ic Registered Nurse. He was a strong 
pillar in the healthcare community, 
working throughout the St. Vincent 

Ascension Emergency Rooms, where he received multiple 
DAISY and Good Catch Awards for his exceptional ser-
vice. He was not only a gifted and compassionate trauma 
nurse but also a mentor, teaching and guiding new nurses 
when he had the opportunity.

Josh was a man of many hobbies and interests. He en-
joyed golfing whenever he had the opportunity, but espe-
cially when his daughter Kami was able to join. He enjoyed 
the thrill of riding his motorcycle and the tranquility of his 
runs and walks. He was an enthusiastic Colts and Pacers 
fan, which he enjoyed sharing with his papaw Moore who 
just passed three months earlier. He also made no secret 
of his distaste for the Steelers, a jest shared among friends 
and family. Josh’s love for the holidays was evident in his 
penchant for dressing up, especially as Buddy the Elf and 
spreading good cheer among those around him. He loved 
eating crab and homemade ice cream. He was also a proud 
Butler dad and a member of the Noblesville Masonic Lodge.

Josh was a beacon of love for his family and a caring 
son who checked on his parents daily. He is survived by 
his parents, Philip and Dana Moore; his brother, Matthew 
(Joni) Moore; his sisters, Christina (Bradley) Thomas and 
Elisabeth (Jeff) Parobechek; his daughter Kami Scollick; 
and daughter Ella Corbit; his special friend, Jenny Carmack; 
former wife Amber Scollick; and his cherished nieces and 
nephews, especially David and Luke, additionally Kaiya, 
Isaac, Gabriel, Benjamin, Alec, Jabin, Elliania, and Malachi.

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Russell 
and Eleanor Moore, Gordon and Dollorece Overdorf, and 
Anna and Arthur Lindener.

Please join us in a celebration of Joshua’s life. Visitation 
will be held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, October 17, 
2026, at Arcadia Brethren Church, 8989 E. 266th St., Ar-
cadia. The funeral service will follow at 2 p.m. at the same 
location with Pastor Mark Knapp officiating. A masonic 
service will also be held at the graveside, with burial to fol-
low at the Arcadia Brethren Cemetery. Services are under 
the care of Hartley-Dunnichay Funeral Homes in Cicero.

Josh held a deep affection for taking care of children, 
so in lieu of flowers, donations in Josh’s memory can be 
made to Peyton Manning’s Children’s Hospital or Riley 
Children’s Hospital.  

As we remember and honor Joshua, we encourage you 
to share your memories and upload photos to his memorial 
page. Joshua’s life was filled with dedication and love, and he 
will forever live on through the memories we share of him.

Condolences: hartleyfuneralhomes.com

Veterans & Athletes United auction
returns to Cyntheanne Christian Church
The REPORTER

Cyntheanne Christian 
Church will play host to 
the 17th annual Veterans 
and Athletes United (VAU) 
Auction at 10:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 7, a free, fam-
ily-friendly event raising 
funds and awareness for 
veterans with disabilities.

There is no cost to at-
tend. Lunch will be avail-
able.

Every dollar raised at 
the auction – 100 percent of 
proceeds – goes directly to 
VAU, an organization ded-
icated to supporting those 
who have served.

The day’s centerpiece is 
the Fallen Heroes Memori-
al Wall, on public display 
in the church parking lot 
and bearing the names of 
service members who gave 
their lives in defense of the 

country. Visitors are invited 
to view the wall and read 
the names before or after the 
auction – a striking, visual 
moment of remembrance 

that photographs and films 
well for media coverage.

“This auction is one way 
we can help these heroes 
regain some aspect of their 

normal lives,” Senior Min-
ister Larry Renihan said.

Cyntheanne Christian 
Church is located at 13151 
Cyntheanne Road, Fishers.

Grace Green / File photo
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See fan-favorite film Hocus Pocus for 
free this weekend at Fishers Event Center
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