
Today kicks 
off the month of 
October, which we 
know well as Do-
mestic Violence 
Awareness Month.

As we wel-
come October, we 
once again invite 
you to #GoPurple-
WithPrevail. This 
year, our theme 
is clear and powerful: Respect is the 
Standard, Safety is the Foundation. 
These words guide everything we do 
and reflect the world we strive to cre-
ate, where everyone feels safe, valued, 
and heard.

Your support empowers Prevail to 
walk alongside survivors every day, 
offering compassion, resources, and 
hope. Because of you, countless indi-
viduals and families have found the 
strength to rebuild their lives with dig-
nity and courage.

While we’ve made great strides, 
our work is far from over.

Domestic violence continues to im-
pact far too many lives in our commu-
nity. At Prevail, we see the strength of 
survivors firsthand – their stories fuel 
our mission and remind us why we 
must keep pushing for change.

Throughout October, we invite you 
to join us in raising awareness, spark-
ing conversations, and taking action. 
Together, we can challenge the root 
causes of violence and build a culture 
grounded in respect and safety for all.

Learn more and get involved at 
prevailinc.org.

Thursday, Oct. 1, 2026
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Go Purple with
Prevail during

Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month

Don’t hesitate to 
encourage others 

Has anyone ever 
said something to you 
that changed your 
life for the better? I 
bet family members 
and friends certainly 
have. But what about a 
stranger? The situation 
may be more of a rari-
ty, but I bet it happens 
to many of us.

For instance, I re-
member being a scared college student at 
Indiana University years ago. One after-
noon, feeling like I didn’t fit in with my 
roommate or others in my dorm, I fled to 
the church I (sometimes) attended. 

As I sat there, sobbing my eyes out, a 
woman with red curly hair approached me. 
She quietly slid into the pew and gently 
took both of my hands.

“It’s going to be alright,” she murmured. 
“I know it will be.”

I can’t remember what else she said, but 
my heart lifted and I began to feel a little 
better. I never saw her again. When I re-
turned to my dorm and checked my mail-
box to find a sweet, encouraging little book 
from my mother, I cried again – this time, 
with tears of joy.

Fast forward to the fall of 2018. Long-
time readers may remember my story 
about when I volunteered for the historic 
home tour in Noblesville that year. Two 
strangers approached me – Julie and Joan 
(pronounced Jo-Anne) – and told me they 
were former readers of my newspaper 
column.

“We think you need to bring it back,” 
they said. I was flabbergasted. I had 
stopped writing my column a few years 
previously. I had enjoyed it, but the paper 
carrying the column wasn’t reaching as 
many people as it used to.

AMY SHANKLAND
Perfectly Imperfect

COLUMNIST

See Encourage . . . Page 2

Tipton Schools awarded $86K safety grant
Submitted by Tipton 
Community School Corp.

Tipton Community School 
Corporation (TCSC) has been 
awarded $86,000 through Indi-
ana’s Secured School 
Safety Grant (SSSG) 
Program, the largest 
award among the four 
districts in Carroll 
and Tipton counties.

In total, the par-
ticipating districts 
received more than 
$186,000 to support 
security personnel, 
vulnerability assess-
ments, updated safe-
ty technology, and 
other critical im-
provements that 
strengthen school 
safety.

“This funding 
will support ongo-
ing efforts to strengthen 
school safety across TCSC, in-
cluding security personnel, vul-
nerability assessments, updated 

safety technology, and other 
measures that help protect our 
students and staff,” Superinten-
dent Scott Jaworski said.

The SSSG program pro-
vides matching 
grants to public, 
private, and charter 
schools statewide 
to support practical, 
high impact improve-
ments that enhance 
school security.

This year, the In-
diana Department of 
Homeland Security 
awarded more than 
$26 million to near-

ly 500 schools and 
school corpora-
tions across the 
state as part of 
its continued in-

vestment in school 
safety. Since the pro-

gram’s creation in 2013, 
Indiana has invested over $240 
million to help schools prepare 
for and respond to potential 

safety threats.
“We are grateful for this 

support and remain committed 
to using these funds responsibly 

to ensure our district continues 
to offer safe and welcoming en-
vironments for our students and 
staff,” Jaworski said.

Photo provided by Tipton Community Schools

Jaworski

Two nonprofits benefit as Meijer 
opens new Fishers Grocery store
The REPORTER

On Wednesday, Meijer 
opened a new 75,000 square-
foot grocery store at 157000 
Southeastern Pkwy., Fishers. 
The new grocery store is the 
retailer’s sixth Meijer Grocery 
store in the Midwest and its 
second in Indiana, following 
the Meijer Grocery store that 
opened in 2024 in Noblesville.

Fishers Grocery Store Di-
rector Janice Thongvanh and 
her team welcomed customers 
when doors opened on Wednes-
day morning with a round of 
applause, followed by a rib-
bon-cutting.

The team demonstrated 
the store’s support of the com-
munity by presenting $15,000 
donations to Fishers Youth 
Initiative, serving youth and 
families in the Fishers and Ham-
ilton Southeastern community 
through mentoring, meal assis-

tance, and community resource 
connections, and Good Samari-
tan Network, helping Hamilton 
County residents who are under-
served, at risk, or experiencing 

crisis situations, access critical 
resources and support.

Meijer donates at least 6 
percent of its net profit to com-
munity organizations annual-

ly, and each of its stores works 
with local food banks and 
pantries to help fight hunger. 

Photo provided by Meijer
Fishers Youth Initiative and the Good Samaritan Network each received $15,000 
donations from Meijer in celebration of the new Fishers Grocery store opening.

Tickets to all 2027 shows at Beef & 
Boards Dinner Theatre now on sale
54th Season includes Disney’s “Frozen” & Broadway’s “On Your Feet”
The REPORTER

Tickets to Beef & Boards 
Dinner Theatre’s 2027 shows are 
now on sale to the public exclu-
sively through Beef & Boards, 
either via BeefAndBoards.com 
or through the box office by 
calling (317) 872-9664. 

Tickets purchased through 
sellers other than Beef & Boards 
may not be valid for Beef & 
Boards shows, and may incur 
added fees.

The 2027 Season features 
everything from true stories 
about legendary singers to epic 
romances and fairy tale end-
ings, and it all begins Jan. 7 
with a comedy from right here 
in Indiana. The Bunco Squad 
follows a group of friends who 
get together to roll some dice 
in Seymour, Indiana, for a 
night of Bunco. But it’s never 
a safe bet that they’ll actual-
ly play the game. Instead it’s 
a winning result of nonstop 
laughs that will keep audienc-
es rolling with this Hoosier hit 
play! On stage through Feb. 7. 
Rated PG.

Next comes nostalgia with 
the popular musical Grease 
opening on Feb. 11. Relive the 
era of hot rods, diners, drive-ins, 
and bobby sox at Rydell High 
School in 1959 as “greaser” 
Danny and new girl Sandy try 
to rekindle their secret summer 
romance. Nominated for seven 
Tony Awards, Grease features the 
hit songs “Greased Lightnin’,” 
“You’re The One That I Want,” 
and “Summer Nights.” On stage 
through April 4. Rated PG-13.

Starting April 8 two par-
allel love stories are tested by 
the dangers of predjudice and 
World War II in Rodgers & 
Hammerstein’s South Pacific. 
Nellie, a spunky nurse from Ar-
kansas, loves French plantation 
owner, Emile, but is conflicted 
by what she learns about him. 
And a strapping lieutenant falls 
for an island girl, but battles his 
own insecurities. Set in an is-
land paradise and adapted from 
a Pulitzer Prize-winning nov-
el, South Pacific won 10 Tony 
Awards, including Best Musi-
cal and Best Score that features 

“Some Enchanted Evening,” 
“Nothing Like a Dame” and 
“I’m Gonna Wash That Man 
Right Outa My Hair.” On stage 
through May 16. Rated PG. 

Then the musical phenome-
non that has taken the world by 
storm, Disney’s Frozen, brings 
its captivating magic to the 
stage starting May 21. Based on 
the Academy Award-winning 
animated film, Frozen tells of 
the perpetual winter brought on 
by Princess Elsa in her moun-

tain kingdom Arendelle, and 
the efforts of her sister Anna 
and her friends to break the icy 
spell. With a flurry of unforget-
table songs including “Do You 
Want to Build A Snowman,” 
“For the First Time In Forev-
er,” and “Let It Go,” Frozen, 
on stage through July 18, is the 
2027 Family Show, and features 
a $10 discount off tickets for all 
kids ages 3-15. It is rated PG.

Photo provided by Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre
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Based on a true story and 
opening July 22, Always…
Patsy Cline tells about the 
singer’s friendship with a fan 
named Louise Seger, who 
had an ongoing correspon-
dence with Cline for the rest 
of her life. The show, com-
plete with down home coun-
try humor, true emotion, 
and even some audience 
participation, includes Pat-
sy’s unforgettable hits such 
as “Crazy,” “I Fall to Piec-
es,” “Sweet Dreams,” and 
“Walking After Midnight” – 
more than two dozen songs 
in all. The show’s title was 
inspired by Cline’s letters 
to Seger, which were con-
sistently signed “Love AL-
WAYS... Patsy Cline.” This 
show is on stage through 
Aug. 22 and is rated PG.

The rhythm is going to 
get you when On Your Feet, 
the musical celebrating the 
inspiring true story of Emilio 
and Gloria Estefan, opens 
Aug. 26. From their humble 

origins, these artists defied 
the odds with their talent, 
music, and unwavering be-
lief in each other, to ulti-
mately become international 
sensations. Songs include 
“Conga,” “Live For Loving 
You,” “1-2-3,” and more. 
Rated PG, On Your Feet is 
on stage through Oct. 3.

The powerful mu-
sical phenomenon Les 
Misérables makes its 
long-anticipated return to 
the Beef & Boards stage 
on Oct. 7. Journey with 
Jean Valjean as he finds re-
demption against all odds 
in the corruption and cha-
os of revolutionary France. 
An eight-time Tony Award 
winner, Les Misérables is 
the struggle, the score, and 
the story that has captivated 
millions around the globe 
and become the world’s 
longest-running musical. 
Based on the novel by Vic-
tor Hugo, Les Misérables 
is on stage through Nov. 21 

and is rated PG-13.
The theatre’s 54th year 

wraps up during the holi-
days with A Beef & Boards 
Christmas. This original 
production makes the most 
of the season, with beauti-
ful music, energetic dance 
numbers, colorful costumes, 
stirring voices, and Santa 
himself! Gather with friends 
and family for this festive 
production, on stage starting 
Nov. 26 and culminating in 
a special New Year’s Eve 
celebration on Dec. 31.
Membership & ticket 

availability
Both individual tickets 

and VIP Memberships for 
the 2027 Season are now 
available. Visit beefand-
boards.com for complete 
details.

Beef & Boards Din-
ner Theatre, Indiana’s only 
year-round professional 
dinner theatre, has been 
serving up exceptional en-
tertainment since 1973.

Since 2008, the retailer’s 
Simply Give hunger relief 
program has generated more 
than $100 million for its food 
pantry partners throughout 
the Midwest. The Fishers 
store’s first pantry partner is 
Hamilton County Harvest 
Food Bank, which will re-
ceive donations for its food 
pantry from the retailer’s 
holiday campaign that runs 
through Dec. 26. 

“Supporting the com-
munities we serve is one of 
our highest priorities, and 
that commitment starts well 
before a new store opens 
its doors,” Meijer Presi-
dent & CEO Rick Keyes 
said. “We’re excited to see 
this store enrich lives in the 

community by providing a 
convenient shopping option, 
serving as an irreplaceable 
community partner, and be-
ing a good neighbor.”

Continuing the retailer’s 
ongoing efforts to ensure 
accessibility for all custom-
ers, the store features larger, 
height-adjustable changing 
tables in the family restrooms 
for the added convenience 
and dignity of customers 
with disabilities and their 
caregivers. As in all Meijer 
stores, this location also of-
fers free access to Aira, an 
app-based service that pro-
vides live navigation assis-
tance to blind and low-vision 
customers using the camera 
of their smartphones.

“Oh … wow …” I said. 
“Yeah, I’ll think about it.”

Let’s just say Juile and 
Joan were VERY persua-
sive – thank goodness. 
Hearing these two ladies 
was the push I needed to re-
turn to writing my columns. 
Eight years later, I’m still at 
it. I write for not only The 
Reporter, but the Kokomo 

Tribune as well.
I grew up reading Erma 

Bombeck columns, stories, 
and books. I’ve always 
said if I could ever be half 
as good as she was, I’d be 
thrilled. Erma touched so 
many lives. 

Writing this column 
week in and week out 
means so much to me. 

When people stop me and 
talk about a topic I’ve writ-
ten about, I enjoy discuss-
ing it with them. I feel like, 
in a small way, I’m sharing 
life with family, friends, 
and yes – strangers. 

We all need to share 
life with others, don’t we? 
I think one of the greatest 
ways we can do this is to 
speak up and encourage 
one another, even people 
we don’t know. It’s such 
a simple way to spread 
a little kindness, and so 

often those words may 
propel someone onto a 
life-changing path for the 
better.

I’ve said it before, and 
I’ll say it again. Julie and 
Joan, THANK YOU for 
pausing on a beautiful fall 
day in 2018 to share your 
encouraging words. You’re 
a shining example of the 
difference a brief conversa-
tion can make in the life of 
someone else. 

Amy Shankland is an 
empty-nester, writer, and 
fundraising professional 
living in Noblesville with 
her husband John and two 
dogs. You can reach her via 
email at amys@greenave-
nue.info.
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LITERARY LEADERS
EDUCATION STATION’S

“Not your ordinary book club” for ages 5-14

OCTOBER 19 - NOVEMBER 12
2219 TAM-O-SHANTER CT.

(317)538-6997
$125 REGISTRATION FEE

Director Marcia Seif & Instructor Aida Karim

The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
TalkToDani.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORSScan here 
to view 
Dani’s  
current 
listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Looking for a place in the Country - Buy Dirt!

13163 E 216th Street
Noblesville, IN

12 Acres | $549,000

0 Durbin Road
Noblesville, IN

40 Acres | $1,480,000

0 Prairie Baptist Road
Noblesville, IN

40 Acres | $1,700,000

0 Creek Road 
Noblesville, IN

40 Acres | $1,200,000

0 206th Street E.
Noblesville, IN

13.27 Acres | $570,610

0 E 191st Street
Noblesville, IN

40 Acres | $3,400,000

From the desk of Hamilton Heights 
Superintendent Dr. Derek Arrowood
Update No. 180

Earlier this 
month, we lost 
Janet (Scherer) 
Weber, a cher-
ished sixth- and 
s even th -g rade 
teacher who 
served our schools 
for 36 years and 
touched the lives 
of generations of 
Huskies … including mine.

To honor her extraordi-
nary impact, Janet’s fami-
ly invites those who knew 
her to consider making a 
donation to the Hamilton 
Heights Education Foun-
dation in her memory. These 
gifts will continue to support 
the mission of HHEF and re-
flect the values Janet cham-
pioned throughout her life. 
We are grateful for the We-
ber family’s desire to carry 
forward her legacy in a way 
that continues to strengthen 
opportunities for Hamilton 
Heights students.

* * *
One of the most mean-

ingful ways we stay con-
nected with our families is 
through the HHSC Super-
intendent Advisory Group, 
a quarterly gathering de-
signed to strengthen com-

munication, deep-
en understanding, 
and ensure our 
community has a 
direct voice in the 
work happening 
across Hamilton 
Heights.

I began this 
group in 2014 as a 
way to bring fam-
ilies together with 

district leadership to dis-
cuss the issues shaping our 
schools locally, countywide, 
and at the state level and to 
provide a consistent space 
for engagement, informa-
tion, and involvement.

Over the years, this 
group has become some-
thing I personally look 
forward to. It gives me 
the chance to hear direct-
ly from our families, learn 
what matters most to you, 
and share the work hap-
pening behind the scenes to 
support students and staff. 
These conversations help 
guide our decisionmaking, 
strengthen trust, and remind 
me of the deep partnership 
that exists between our 
schools and our communi-
ty. Your perspectives genu-
inely shape our work, and I 
am grateful for the time you 
invest in being part of this 
ongoing dialogue.

The Advisory Group 
meets four times a year to 

learn about current initia-
tives, hear from staff and spe-
cial presenters, ask questions, 
and offer input on how we 
can continue making HHSC 
an even better place for stu-
dents to learn and grow.

Each year, our princi-
pals recommend families 
who are actively engaged in 
their schools, and those in-
dividuals are invited to join 
the group. Once invited, 
members continue receiving 
meeting notices unless they 
choose to opt out. Today, 
more than 460 families are 
active members of this on-
going conversation.

We held our first meet-
ing of the 2026–2027 school 
year Tuesday evening.  We 
were pleased to welcome 
Dr. Bret Bailey, HHMS 
Principal and President of 
the Indiana Association of 
School Principals, as our 
first presenter. Dr. Bailey 
shared information about 
Indiana’s new accountabil-
ity system being rolled out 
by the Department of Edu-
cation and what it means for 
Heights and public educa-
tion across the state.

* * *
It’s Homecoming Week 

at Heights, and the excite-
ment is everywhere you turn! 
From spirited theme days to 
packed athletic events, the 
pep rally, parade, and Friday 

night lights, this week brings 
out the very best of our 
Husky pride. There’s noth-
ing quite like Homecoming 
to unite our students, staff, 
families, and community in 
one big celebration.

Join us at 4 p.m. Friday, 
Oct. 2, as our award-win-
ning Hamilton Heights 
High School Band and Am-
ber Guard lead the parade 
through Arcadia, then head 
to Husky Field to cheer on 
the Huskies as we take on 
the Benton Central Bison at 
7:30 p.m. 

Our halftime celebration 
will spotlight alumni from 
the classes of 1977, 1987, 
1997, 2007, and 2017, fol-
lowed by the presentation 
of the 2026 Homecoming 
Court and the crowning of 
this year’s King and Queen.

On Saturday, Oct. 3, 
Hamilton Heights will 
honor and induct the Class 
of 2026 to the Athletic 
Hall of Fame with lunch 
(ticketholders only) at noon 
followed by the induction 
ceremony in the high school 
gymnasium.

It’s a week full of tradi-
tion, pride, and communi-
ty – everything that makes 
Heights special. Thank you 
for your continued support 
and for celebrating what it 
means to be a Husky.

#WeAreHuskies

Dr. derek arrowood
Heights Superintendent

COLUMNIST

ATI’s latest LAB Series 
event set for Sunday, Oct. 4
Submitted

Actors Theatre of Indi-
ana (ATI) will present the 
next free LAB Series event 
at 2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 4, at 
the Carmel Clay Public Li-
brary, 425 E Main St. Click 
here to register.

The Man Who Would 
Be King is a new musi-
cal adaptation of Rudyard 
Kipling’s classic story. This 
new adaptation is written by 
DJ Salisbury with music by 
Neil Berg. 

The story is narrated by 
a newspaper correspondent 
in British colonial India. 
The correspondent encoun-
ters two British adventurers 
intent on traveling to the 
remote region of Kafiristan 
and setting themselves up 
as kings among a tribe of 
people who are descendants 
of members of the army of 
Alexander the Great, isolat-
ed from the modern world 
after their Greek ancestors 
were stranded there by an 
avalanche during Alexan-
der’s campaign through the 
region.

The story explores 
themes of ambition, impe-
rialism, and man’s hubris, 
highlighting the dangers of 
overreaching ambition and 
the fragile nature of power 
built on deception and fear. 

The show’s creative 
team includes nationally 
respected theater director 
and playwright DJ Salis-
bury (Whisper Darkly, 
Moonshine & Mistletoe) 
and off-Broadway com-
poser Neil Berg (Grumpy 
Old Men, The 12, Prince & 
the Pauper). The show has 
already had multiple read-
ings and workshops and is 
scheduled for a NYC pre-
miere later in the year fol-
lowing the ATI reading.

Cast & Crew
• Director  & Author as 

DJ Salisbury
• Music Director as Gin-

ger Stoltz
• Stage Manager as Dar-

rin Murrell
• Pete Scarbrough as 

Daniel Dravot 
• Scot Greenwell as 

Peachy Carnahan 
• Clay Mabbit as Cedric 

Marsh 
• Brooklyn Stewart as 

Roxane
• Keith Potts as Billy 

Fish 
• Sean Young as Nikaios 
• Jaddy Ciucci as Priest-

ess Aletha 
• Nathalie Cruz as Hestia 
• Josh Maldonado as 

Priest Imbra
• Elizabeth Akers as En-

semble

Young urges U.S. Senate to
pass Stop Insider Trading Act
Submitted by Office of 
U.S. Senator Todd Young

U.S. Senator Todd 
Young (R-Ind.) recently 
spoke on the Senate floor in 
support of the Stop Insider 
Trading Act, legislation 
that would prohibit mem-
bers of Congress, their 
spouses, and dependent 
children from purchasing 
publicly traded stocks.

Senator Young’s
full remarks

I am here today to reiter-
ate my support for the Stop 
Insider Trading Act and to 
urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important bill. 

In order to make the best 
policy decisions possible, 
Members of Congress are 
provided access to informa-

tion most Ameri-
cans are not. 

We receive 
briefings, write 
legislation, and 
serve on commit-
tees with juris-
diction over ma-
jor sectors of our 
economy. 

But serving 
as a Member of Congress 
comes with a responsibility 
to put public interest ahead 
of personal gain. 

We have an obligation to 
put the interests of the peo-
ple we represent ahead of 
our own. 

No Member of Congress 
should profit from insider 
information. 

There is a reason that 
can be difficult: members 
who write the rules are also 
subject to them.

Allowing members to 
actively trade individual 
stocks creates an obvious 
conflict. Even when no law 
is broken, the appearance of 
a conflict is damaging. 

And without a doubt, 
some serving in Congress 
today benefit financially 
from the current system. 

But that should not pre-
vent Congress from sup-
porting a change that the 
overwhelming majority of 
Americans believe is need-
ed and necessary. 

Recent polling shows 
that 86 percent of Ameri-
cans favor banning Mem-
bers of Congress from trad-
ing stocks.

Republicans and Dem-
ocrats disagree on so many 

issues, but Amer-
icans across the 
political spectrum 
agree that their 
elected represen-
tatives should 
not be able to use 
the privileges of 
public office for 
personal financial 
gain.

This sentiment is echoed 
across Indiana. I regularly 
hear from Hoosiers who are 
troubled about those serving 
in Congress profiting from 
their positions. 

Here’s the bottom line: 
the American people should 
not have to wonder wheth-
er votes in Congress are 
influenced by what is best 
for the country or by what 
is best for the investment 
portfolios of those serving 
in Congress. 

The Stop Insider Trad-
ing Act will help ensure that 
Congress plays by the same 
rules as everyone else.

It would prevent Mem-
bers of Congress, their 
spouses, and their depen-
dent children from purchas-
ing individual stocks and 
strengthen disclosure and 
enforcement requirements.

This legislation is a step 
in the right direction, and 
it’s what the people we rep-
resent want us to do. 

Trust in Congress remains 
at an all-time low. Passing 
this bill will help restore some 
level of trust in Congress and 
those who serve.

Let’s do the right thing, 
support this bill, and put an 
end to swamp trading.

Young

https://scan.page/ATJ7Gh
https://www.talktodani.com/
https://tinyurl.com/yabpmv8u
https://tinyurl.com/DonateToHHEF
https://www.hhschuskies.org/community/hh-education-foundation
https://www.hhschuskies.org/community/hh-education-foundation
https://www.hhschuskies.org/community/hh-education-foundation
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-man-who-would-be-king-tickets-2002531014170
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-man-who-would-be-king-tickets-2002531014170
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Divine structure of a child
“People were 

bringing even in-
fants to Him that 
he might touch 
them, and when 
the disciples saw 
it, they sternly 
ordered them not 
to do it. But Jesus 
called for them 
and said, “Let the 
children come to 
me, and do not stop them, 
for it is to such as these 
that the kingdom of God 
belongs. Truly I tell you, 
whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God as a lit-
tle child will never enter it.” 
Luke 18: 15-17 (NRSVUE)

How fortunate it is that I 
occasionally get to do some 
“fun” things as a retired 
pastor, including teaching 
Bible stories to over 100 
preschool children ages 16 
months to early 5 years old 
at the Emmanuel Learning 
Academy in Noblesville. 
Learn more about the acad-
emy at emmanuelumc.org/
who-we-are.

I wasn’t sure this was 
my true “calling” initially. 
After all, it takes wisdom to 
reshape a 20-minute “adult” 
sermon that I was accus-
tomed to into a very brief 
four-minute Bible lesson; 
just long enough to keep 
the “littles” attention, but 
impactful enough that they 
learn something – anything 
about God. Well …

Kids love visuals! You 
can hear a pin drop when the 
“Saddleback Kids” video be-
gins to play. They’re colorful. 
They’re brief. They’re fun. 
And the kids suck it all in. All 
of them, including the teach-
ers. I confess, me, too.

So, not to compete 
against an animated kids’ 
video, but at least to person-
ally interact with them, my 
four-minute lesson some-
times includes wearing the 
color of the week. 

The kids don’t care if I 

wear a bright red 
chasuble when 
it’s not Pentecost. 
They just know 
that “red” is the 
color of the week 
– and they did at 
least repeat the 
word “chasuble.” 
Since it was red 
and gold, the class 
accepted it as a 

coat of many colors from 
the lesson of the day about 
Joseph’s coat in Genesis 37.

These youngsters also 
take turns reciting Bible 
verses with guidance from 
the Preschool Director, An-
nette Brown, and the teach-
ers, then jump, sing, and 
exercise for several minutes 
before the Bible lesson even 
begins. I love to watch the 
joy on their faces. They are 
just genuinely happy and so 
willing to learn!

Then, ready for a rest 
break (and catching a pre-
tend bubble to pop in their 
mouths), they sit quietly 
(for the most part) while 
they learn, listen, and pray 
together.

My heart fills with peace 
as they fold their tiny hands.

After the lesson, many 
kids “line up” for the re-
strooms prior to returning 
to their classrooms (very 
important!). I love to blow 
them kisses in the air as I 
exit the area, always saying 
“I love you” and saying, 
“Thank you” (also very im-
portant for kiddos). 

But God, in his infinite 
grace, shared with me the 
innate divinity of children.

One small boy broke 
the restroom line, ran to 
me yelling, “I love you, 
too,” and hugged tightly 
around my legs. Then an-
other. And another. And 
more, until they all came, 
boys and girls, all saying, 
“I love you” and “thank 
you” while blowing kisses 
as they returned to the re-

stroom line formation.
I … I … I was dumb 

founded. This old widow 
was totally taken off guard. 

I remember thinking, 
“Wow … what just hap-
pened?” as I blew one last 
kiss to the group.

God has structured all 
our children just so, each 
with the willingness to 
share their God-given gifts 
of joy, fun, and laughter. 
Believing in something 
called “love,” a concept 
that even adults have a dif-
ficult time to explain.

When and where do 
adults lose that divine struc-
ture of a child? The one so 
willing to learn, and accept, 
and to love happily, without 
judgement or fear or shame?

We want so much to be-
long and to be loved, even as 
adults. This divine love was 
the reason for God sending 
Jesus to earth to begin with. 
The kids read the verse in 
preschool today, from 1 John 
4:19: “We love because He 
first loved us.” How appro-
priately significant.

But they didn’t have to 
learn it. They were born 
with it, joyfully sharing 
their gifts with their sur-
rounding world. You (yes, 
you adults) were born with 
this, too. 

Have you lost yours, this 
divine structure as a child?

You can get it back again 
through prayer. It was never 
truly lost, just hidden. (And 
I am always happy to pray 
with anyone at any time to 
help you!)

Receive God’s kingdom 
as a little child again. Find 
your unwavering faith, di-
vinely given love, filled 
with joy, peace, and true 
happiness in your heart.

God loves you and your 
divine structure awaits.

Rev. Bonnie Zickgraf is 
a retired pastor, registered 
nurse, electroplater, and 
podcaster. She continues 

to serve various preschool, 
youth, and adult ministries, 
including the Nurses’ Hon-
or Guard for the State of 
Indiana. She loves to laugh, 
write, eat, and pray! Send 
comments to bonniezick-
graf@gmail.com.

BONNIE ZICKGRAF
Sacred or Secular?

COLUMNIST

Get half-off a Jiffy Lube 
oil change in Fishers

The REPORTER
On Friday, Oct. 2, and 

Saturday, Oct. 3, from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., motorists 
can visit the Jiffy Lube at 
13855 Olivia Way in Fish-
ers for a family-friendly 
community event. 

In celebration of the 
Oct. 9 global premiere of 
Matchbox The Movie, Jif-
fy Lube of Indiana is offer-
ing: 

• 50 percent off any oil 
change service from Jiffy 
Lube at 13855 Olivia Way

• Photo opportunities 
with a 2026 Dodge Duran-

go SRT Hellcat, inspired 
by Matchbox The Movie

• Take fun photos 
against Matchbox The 
Movie backdrop and cap-
ture a photo of your vehi-
cle in front of a large Mat-
tel Matchbox blister pack

• Jiffy Lube-branded 
giveaways

• Complimentary food 
and refreshments (11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.)

• A free Jiffy 
Lube-branded Matchbox 
die-cast car with the pur-
chase of a full synthetic oil 
change, while supplies last

The Arrival: immerse yourself 
in the story of Jesus’ birth

Submitted
From the creators of 

The Thorn comes a Christ-
mas spectacular unlike 
anything you have experi-
enced before.

Witness The Arrival 
this Advent season and im-
merse yourself in the story 
of the birth of Jesus. The 
Arrival takes you along 

the journey to Bethlehem, 
in a theatrical production 
featuring live music, aerial 
acts, movement arts, dance, 
and stunning visual effects. 
Don’t miss your chance to 
encounter the age-old sto-
ry in a new way when the 
show makes a stop at the 
Fishers Event Center on 
Saturday, Dec. 19.

Tickets will be avail-
able starting with a venue 
presale beginning 10 a.m. 
today, Oct. 1, with pass-
word “HOLYNIGHT” 
ahead of the general on 
sale starting at 10 a.m. Fri-
day, Oct. 2, at FishersEv-
entCenter.com. 

For more information, 
visit thearrivaltour.com. 

Have a Bank of America card? You can visit 
three area museums for free this weekend

The REPORTER
Bank of America, Mer-

rill, and Bank of America 
Private Bank cardhold-
ers offer ways to get out 
and learn about the world 
around them with free gen-
eral admission to local cul-
tural attractions with Muse-
ums on Us.

The program provides 
bank credit and debit card-
holders free general admis-
sion to some of America’s 
favorite museums and cul-
tural institutions. As part 
of Museums on Us, more 
than 225 of the country’s 
most prominent cultural 
institutions welcome bank 
cardholders in for free on 
the first full weekend of 

each month.
This weekend – Satur-

day, Oct. 3, and Sunday, 
Oct. 4 – three area muse-
ums will participate in the 
Museums on Us program:

• Conner Prairie Mu-
seum, 13400 Allisonville 
Road, Fishers

• Indianapolis Museum 
of Art at Newfields, 4000 
N. Michigan Road, India-
napolis

• Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway (IMS) Museum, 
4750 W. 16th St., Indianap-
olis

For more information 
about Museums on Us, 
including access to a full 
list and locations of par-
ticipating museums while 

on-the-go, please click 
here. Register for email 
notifications about Bank 
of America’s Arts & Cul-
ture programs here.

Thanks for reading 
The Reporter!

https://www.noblesvilleschools.org/referendum
https://carmelplayers.org/
https://footlite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BethShellerforHamiltonCountyClerk/
https://www.emmanuelumc.org/who-we-are
https://www.emmanuelumc.org/who-we-are
mailto:bonniezickgraf@gmail.com
mailto:bonniezickgraf@gmail.com
https://fisherseventcenter.com/
https://fisherseventcenter.com/
https://thearrivaltour.com/
https://about.bankofamerica.com/en/making-an-impact/museums-on-us-partners
https://about.bankofamerica.com/en/making-an-impact/museums-on-us-partners
https://about.bankofamerica.com/en/making-an-impact/arts-and-culture
https://readthereporter.com/
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
11 A.M.–2 P.M.

ASA BALES PARK
205 W. HOOVER ST.

$8 IN ADVANCE | $10 ON EVENT DAY
KIDS AGES 5 & UNDER ARE FREE

PRESENTED BY
COMMUNITY FIRST BANK OF INDIANA

MOTORVAULT auctions 1987 Buick Regal 
T-Type to benefit Folds of Honor Indiana

The REPORTER
MOTORVAULT has 

announced the organization 
is auctioning off a 1987 
Buick Regal equipped with 
the Y56 “T” Package and 
Buick’s LC2 turbocharged 
3.8 liter V6 to raise funds 
for Folds of Honor Indiana.

Originally headed to 
MOTORVAULT as a tradi-
tional consignment, an unex-
pected transmission failure 
set in motion a completely 
different path. Johnson Mel-
loh Residential donated the 
car to Indianapolis Cars & 
Coffee, a longstanding part-
ner of Folds of Honor Indi-
ana. In addition to proceeds 
from the auction, MOTOR-
VAULT is donating its ser-
vices and waiving its seller 
commission in support of the 
philanthropic effort.

“We are incredibly 
grateful to MOTORVAULT 
and Indianapolis Cars & 
Coffee for turning an un-
expected setback into an 
opportunity to give back,” 
said Mike Daggett, Folds of 
Honor Indiana Founder and 
Executive Director. “We 
hope whoever brings this 
Buick home knows they’ve 
made a difference in the 
lives of someone in their 
community affected by loss 
through service.”

Indianapolis Cars & 
Coffee partners with local 
businesses to host car-relat-
ed events that create a safe, 

memorable experience for 
all attendees. Folds of Honor 
Indiana has been a benefactor 
of Indianapolis Cars & Cof-
fee events for over four years, 
and has raised more than 
$250,000 together to support 
Folds of Honor Indiana’s mis-
sion to provide life-changing 
educational scholarships to 
spouses and children of fallen 
or disabled military personnel 
and first responders.

Folds of Honor schol-
arships are based on unmet 
need for spouses and chil-
dren of fallen and disabled 
service members and first 
responders, and can cov-
er tuition, fees, on-campus 
dormitory housing, meal 
plans and required text-
books. Scholarship recipi-
ents are required to maintain 
a 2.0 or higher grade-point 
average for the two most 

recent academic terms. For 
young children not attend-
ing private school or sec-
ondary education, Future 
Use Scholarships are avail-
able to use at a later date.

To learn more about the 
Buick Regal, please visit 
motorvault.com/1987-
buick-regal-t. For more 
information about Folds of 
Honor Indiana, please visit 
indiana.foldsofhonor.org.

Photos provided by MOTORVAULT

IRS launches updated mobile app, expanding digital services for taxpayers
The REPORTER

The Internal Revenue 
Service announced last 
week the launch of the new 
IRS mobile app, replacing 
IRS2Go and expanding the 
agency’s digital services to 
give taxpayers more ways 
to securely access IRS tools 
and account services from 
their mobile devices.

“The new IRS app puts 
more services at taxpayers’ 
fingertips,” IRS Chief Exec-
utive Officer Frank J. Bisig-
nano said. “It advances our 
digital-first agenda to meet 
taxpayers how and where 
they choose to interact with 

the IRS, whether at home 
or on the go. Our goal is to 
make IRS services easy to 
access and more consistent 
across all of our platforms.”

For more than a decade, 
IRS2Go has helped taxpay-
ers check refund status and 
find free filing resources. 
The new IRS app builds 
on that foundation by add-
ing a broader set of secure, 
account-specific features. 
Taxpayers can now securely 
sign in to the official IRS app 
and access selected account 
information and self-service 
options, including:

• Check  refund and 

amended-return status
• View available balance 

information
• Make payments and 

review payment activity
• View select notices and 

letters
• Access available tax 

records and transcripts
• Manage certain profile 

and communication prefer-
ences

• Access an Identity Pro-
tection PIN (IP PIN)

This is just the begin-
ning; the IRS will continue 
expanding the app with new 
capabilities and services 
over time.

The IRS app is free and 
available through the Apple 
App Store and Google Play. 
Current IRS2Go users do 
not need to download a sep-
arate app. Users with auto-
matic updates enabled will 
receive the IRS app through 
the normal update process. 
Taxpayers can also visit 
IRS App on IRS.gov for 
verified links and additional 
information. 

The IRS app expands se-
cure mobile access to select-
ed IRS Individual Online 
Account services. It does 
not replace IRS.gov or the 
IRS online accounts. IRS.

gov continues to provide 
comprehensive tax informa-
tion, guidance, forms, tools, 
and services. IRS Individual 
Online Account, Business 
Tax Account and Tax Pro 
Account will continue to be 
available through IRS.gov, 
with the IRS app initially 
extending selected Individ-
ual Online Account features 
only. Telephone and in-per-
son assistance also remain 
available for taxpayers who 
need individualized help or 
whose issues cannot be re-
solved through self-service. 

Taxpayers should use 
verified IRS links or the of-

ficial IRS app listings in the 
Apple App Store and Goo-
gle Play and be cautious of 
look-alike apps, advertise-
ments, and unsolicited mes-
sages claiming to provide 
access to IRS accounts. The 
IRS will not ask taxpayers 
to provide sensitive person-
al or financial information 
through an unsolicited text, 
email, or pop-up message.

Taxpayers who are un-
sure whether a message or 
app is legitimate should 
avoid clicking unsolicited 
links and use verified re-
sources to locate the official 
app.

https://www.westfieldin.gov/406/Barktoberfest
http://www.motorvault.com/1987-buick-regal-t
http://www.motorvault.com/1987-buick-regal-t
https://indiana.foldsofhonor.org/
https://www.irs.gov/help/app
https://www.irs.gov/help/app
https://www.irs.gov/


Bike the rails from Forest Park
to Downtown Noblesville

Holiday Light
railbikes

Make a new holiday tradition!

NEW!

tickets on sale now!

November 14-January 2

nickelplateexpress.com

The Cicero Street and Utilities Department has a 
full-time position opening for a Labor-Class I, II, III.  

The position will be responsible for a variety of duties involved 
with operating, repairing/maintaining the street, potable water and 
wastewater operations and facilities according to applicable rules, 

regulations and laws for the Town of Cicero. For a full job description, 
please visit the Town of Cicero’s website at www.ciceroin.org and 
click on the Government tab followed by the Job Opportunities tab.  
From here you will also be able to access the Town’s application,  

which will be required. 
Applications will be accepted through October 9, 2026.

Please send application, 
along with any other pertinent documents to 

Terry Cooper, 
1159 Stringtown Pike, PO Box 391, 

Cicero, IN  46034 
or tcooper@townofcicero.in.gov

Labor – Class I, I, III 
Position

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

FDI-1867P-A-E-FL  EXP 31 MAR 2028  AECSPAD 30092488

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/17/26. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial 
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may 
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All 
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

4.15
4.20
4.25

6-Month

9-Month

1-Year

Zachary Rinehart
Financial Advisor
120 W Jackson
P O Box 916
Cicero, IN 46034
317-606-4296
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Everwise Credit Union names
Jennifer Rue Deputy General Counsel
Submitted

Everwise Credit Union 
has named Jennifer Rue of 
Carmel as Deputy Gener-
al Counsel, bringing more 
than 20 years of credit 
union experience spanning 
legal, risk, audit, and oper-
ations to the organization.

Rue joins Everwise 
from Financial Center, 
where she began her ca-
reer in internal audit and 
went on to serve in several 
leadership roles, including 
Director of Internal Au-
dit, VP of Enterprise Risk 
Management, Chief Risk 
Officer and Compliance 
Officer, and most recently, 
EVP of Credit Union Op-
erations. In that role, she 
oversaw key operational 
areas of the credit union, 
including lending, oper-
ations, and information 
technology.

As Deputy 
General Counsel, 
Rue will provide 
legal guidance 
and support to 
teams across 
Everwise, in-
cluding review-
ing and negoti-
ating contracts, 
managing litiga-
tion and outside counsel, 
and helping lead the credit 
union’s Legal team. Her 
broad operational experi-
ence will bring an addition-
al perspective as Everwise 
works to protect the credit 
union while supporting the 
needs of the business.

“Jennifer brings a 
unique combination of le-
gal expertise and hands-on 
credit union leadership to 
Everwise,” said Lyndsay 
Miller, Chief Legal and 
Risk Officer at Everwise. 

“She understands 
the complexities 
of operating a fi-
nancial institution 
and how to bal-
ance legal and risk 
considerat ions 
with the needs of 
the business. That 
perspective will 
be a tremendous 

asset to Everwise as we con-
tinue to grow.”

Rue earned her Juris 
Doctorate from Washing-
ton University in St. Louis 
and her Bachelor of Arts 
from Indiana University 
Bloomington. She is also 
a Certified Internal Audi-
tor, Certified Credit Union 
Compliance Officer, and a 
CUES Certified Chief Ex-
ecutive. Rue currently re-
sides in Carmel.

For more information, 
visit everwisecu.com.

Rue

KeyBank taps Drue Anderson 
to lead Retail Banking division
Submitted

KeyBank announced 
Tuesday, Sept. 29, that 
Drue Anderson of Zions-
ville has joined the compa-
ny to lead Retail Banking.

Anderson will guide 
the next stage of growth 
for KeyBank’s retail busi-
ness, with a focus on dis-
ciplined execution, client 
experience and the bank’s 
long-term strategic com-
mitments. He succeeds 
Kevin Sloan, who is retir-
ing from Key at the end of 
the year.

Anderson brings more 
than 25 years of leadership 
experience in banking to 
KeyBank. Most recent-
ly, he served as Division-
al Director of Consumer 
Banking and Head of Vir-
tual Banking at JPMorgan 
Chase.

“Drue has a proven track 

record of scaling 
retail banking op-
erations, growing 
market share and 
delivering strong 
business results,” 
said Victor Al-
exander, Head 
of Consumer 
Banking at Key-
Bank. “His deep 
industry experience, first-
hand branch perspective 
and commitment to clients, 
teammates and communi-
ties make him ideal to help 
lead our Retail Banking 
business forward.” 

Earlier in his career, 
Anderson held leadership 
roles at Citibank, includ-
ing regional director, sales 
manager, and financial 
advisor in the company’s 
wealth management busi-
ness. In those roles, he 
helped deliver double-digit 

year-over-year 
balance and reve-
nue growth mul-
tiple times. 

A native of 
Central Illinois, 
Anderson lives 
with his family 
in Zionsville. He 
will be based at 
KeyBank’s India-

napolis office and will work 
with Sloan through the end 
of 2026 to support a smooth 
leadership transition. 

“Kevin’s leadership 
has strengthened our Re-
tail Banking business and 
helped position it for con-
tinued growth,” Alexander 
said. “We are grateful for 
his many contributions to 
our clients, teammates and 
communities, and wish 
Kevin and his family the 
very best.”

Learn more at key.com.

Anderson

Submitted
Other than a wine appre-

ciation class she took while 
a Food Science student at 
Purdue University, Nyssa 
Craton’s foray into wine 
was minimal.

“Wine wasn’t really on 
my radar at all,” she said. 

Still, she began working 
as an assistant winemaker 
at Wildcat Creek Winery 
in 2013 at a time when she 
was barely old enough to 
drink wine. Fast forward to 
now and Craton is the head 
– and only – winemaker and 
owner of the Lafayette-based 
winery.

She purchased the busi-
ness in 2025 from founders 
Rick and Kathy Black. 

“It was good timing and 
I was finally in a place ma-
turity wise where I could 
handle it,” Craton said. “I 
couldn’t really advance any 
more in my career unless I 
went someplace else. I real-
ly love this place.”

Since taking ownership 
the Pekin native has been 
working with SCORE In-
dianapolis mentor Richard 
Ellison of Carmel on strat-
egies to increase revenues, 
improve business margins, 
better market the winery 
and lower the amount of 
debt service paid out each 
month. A vital tip Ellison 
shared was to bring on an 
intern who could provide 
Craton more time to focus 
on revenue-generating func-
tions, such as promoting the 
wine club, advertising, and 
moving forward with plans 
to develop the Hoosier 
Heartland Trail – a group of 
area wineries and breweries.

“It’s just been really 
helpful to have somebody to 
bounce ideas off of,” Craton 
said. “It’s just been amazing 
to be able to run things by him 
and know right away ‘ok, this 
is worth pursuing.’ It takes the 
mental load off of me.”

When Craton began 
mentoring with Ellison the 
business was losing mon-
ey. Ellison guided Craton 
on managing inventory to 
ensure that bestsellers are in 
stock at all times. In addi-

tion, he assisted her in work-
ing with local restaurants 
and wine bars to have Wild-
cat Creek Winery wines in 
their establishments.

In the year they have 
been working together, 
the winery is now making 
$5,000 per month. 

“For a small company 
that’s a huge difference,” 
Ellison said, adding that her 
sales have increased 20 per-
cent every month as com-
pared to 2025. “A lot of the 
work I did with her is what 
her break-even is. We took 
a real hard look at expenses 
and how to save money.”

At Ellison’s suggestion, 
Craton has begun advertis-
ing with billboards and her 
first-ever commercial in an 
effort to expand awareness of 
the winery and its offerings.

Wildcat Creek’s most 
popular wines are its Tra-
minette, which won “best” 
trophies in 2023 and 2024 
at the Indiana State Fair, 
and Steuben, a pink, sweet-
er wine. Cranberry is a 
seasonal favorite in fall 
months. The new Battle-
ground Blackberry has 
been popular since its re-
lease this summer. In all, 
Craton makes more than a 
dozen wine varieties and is 
looking to add a “nice, bold 
dry red” in time for the win-
ter months. 

She makes 2,000 cases 
of wine per year on the two-
acre property but hopes to 
expand as more winery and 

wholesale purchases come 
to fruition. Her five-year 
plan includes adding an 
event space so visitors can 
more readily enjoy the win-
ery in the winter months.

Despite the ups and 
downs of her entrepreneur-
ial journey, Craton thor-
oughly enjoys being her 
own boss.

“It’s been really satis-
fying being allowed to do 
what I want,” Craton said, 
adding that recent kitten 
adoption events and car 
show fundraisers have been 
successful. “Just being able 
to help out the nonprofits 
around town has been one 
of the most rewarding parts 
of the process.”

About SCORE
Since 1964, SCORE 

has helped 11 million en-
trepreneurs start or grow a 
business. SCORE’s 10,000 
volunteers provide free 
mentoring, workshops, 
and educational services 
to more than 1,500 com-
munities nationwide. With 
more than 70  members 
throughout the Indianapo-
lis area,  SCORE Indianap-
olis provides nearly 3,000 
mentoring services annually 
to local small business own-
ers through one-on-one 
counseling and small busi-
ness workshops.  For more 
information about starting 
or operating a small busi-
ness, or finding a mentor, 
visit SCORE Indianapolis 
at score.org/indianapolis.

Carmel business mentor helps 
winery shift from red to black

Photo provided
Wildcat Creek Winery owner Nyssa Craton and her 
employee, Brent Russell, pose with Purdue Pete.

https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides/
https://www.ciceroin.org/
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/zach-rinehart
https://www.everwisecu.com/
https://www.key.com/
https://www.wildcatcreekwinery.com/
http://www.score.org/indianapolis
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A look back at Sheridan’s Fall Homecoming
Submitted by Sheridan 
Community Schools

Last week, Sheridan 
held its fall homecoming 
festivities. The week was 
filled with exciting 
activities such 
as dress-
up days, 
fundrais-
ers, com-
m u n i t y 
e v e n t s , 
and much 
m o r e ! 
This is 
such an 
exciting time 
of year, and per 
High School Prin-
cipal Rick Davis, “It was a 
HUGE success and a lot of 
fun!”

The week held a lot, but 
it all started with the dress-
up days. At the high school, 
Monday was comfy day, 
Tuesday was class colors, 
Wednesday was “rhyme 
without a reason,” Thurs-
day was dress like Adam 
Sandler, and Friday was the 
standard spirit wear day. Stu-
dents and staff showed their 
school spirit and enthusiasm 
throughout the week as they 
participated each day. 

A change in schedule 
occurred this year, which 
led to both the Homecoming 
parade and the Powder Puff 
game taking place Tues-
day evening. Clubs, sports 
teams, and other groups 
participated in the parade as 
family, friends, and mem-
bers of the community lined 
the streets. Following the 
parade, the high school held 
the Powder Puff game. Each 
grade level fought to the end 
as they tried to bring home 
the win! The senior girls 
came home victorious in 
Powder Puff, but the soph-
omores took the win in the 
tug-of-war contest.

On Friday, Homecom-
ing week came to a close. 
At the afternoon Pep Ses-
sion, various sports teams 
were honored as the Cheer-
leaders and Band completed 

their routines. Games were 
played between various 
students and staff members 
before the anticipated Pie 
a Teacher. This year the 

cheerleading squad 
held a fundraiser 

all week. The 
teacher who 
received the 
most funds 

would be 
pied. The 
winning 

t e a c h -
er this year 
was Mathew 

Hewitt, a 
beloved High 

School Teacher, 
but three other staff mem-
bers were also pied: Jere-
my Luna, Middle School 
Dean; Ellie Arrowood, High 
School Teacher; and Ash-
lynn Green, Middle & High 
School Teacher.

Friday evening was the 
grand finale, and the Black-
hawks came home victori-
ous! Friday night, Sheridan 
High School’s football team 
took on Taylor and came 
home with a 42-0 win!

Throughout the game 
there were other festivities 
taking place. The Black-
hawk Alumni Club wel-
comed and honored the 
classes of 1976, 2006, and 
2016, with a reception and 
introduction to the fans. 
During halftime, the Home-
coming King and Queen 
were announced, with Rylan 
Garner and Brielle Garner 
taking the crown! Finally, 
on Saturday evening, high 
school students came to-
gether to dance the night 
away at the annual Fall 
Homecoming Dance.

High School Princi-
pal Rick Davis thanked all 
those involved: “Thank you 
to Student Council, SALT, 
FFA, Blackhawk Alumni 
Club, and everyone who 
was involved in planning 
and presenting all of the 
Homecoming activities and 
events! What a fun week!”

Photos by Allison Waitt

https://qr.io/r/jo4nQy
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Letter guidelines 
this election season

With the approach of the Nov. 3 General Election, 
the Hamilton County Reporter is establishing some 
Letters to the Editor guidelines to keep things fair and 
balanced.

Letters addressing 
new topics about the 
upcoming election or 
the policies of individ-
ual candidates will be 
accepted until the end 
of the business day on 
Thursday, Oct. 22, and 
will be published on 
Friday, Oct. 23. 

Letters in response to new topics published in our 
Oct. 23 edition will be accepted until Tuesday, Oct. 27, 
and will be published in our Wednesday, Oct. 28 edition.

These deadlines will give candidates and their sup-
porters the opportunity to reply to letters addressing 
new topics.

Straight letters of endorsement will be accepted until 
Thursday, Oct. 29, and will publish on Friday, Oct. 30.

The Reporter will not publish Letters to the Editor 
containing personal attacks. Click here to read The Re-
porter’s policy on attack ads and Letters to the Editor.

Please send your letters to
News@ReadTheReporter.com.

Letters to the Editor do not represent 
the opinions of The Reporter or our staff. 

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks & Recreation!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Business cards

317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday

1/2 Price Bottles of 
Wine On Wednesdays

Reservations Recommended 

Westfield reader calls on voters
to support school referendum

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor:
Westfield Washington Schools 

(WWS) serves approximately 10,500 
K-12 students across 10 schools. As 
one of the fastest-growing school dis-
tricts in Indiana, its enrollment is pro-
jected to reach over 11,700 students 
by the mid-2030s.

WWS has been recognized as a 
top-tier school district both locally 
and nationally, consistently placing in 
the top tier of school systems. It holds 
an overall A+ rating from Niche and 
is highly ranked for academic pro-
ficiency and college readiness. The 
graduation rate is 98 percent.

A summary of how the district 
compares on state and national levels 
includes:

State rankings
• WWS  is ranked No. 7 out of 291 

public school districts in Indiana. 
• Statewide test scores: the dis-

trict ranks in the top 6 percent state-
wide across all testing areas. 

• High school standing: West-
field High School ranks No. 9 in In-
diana public high schools. 

• Top elementary schools: In-
dividual schools within the system, 
frequently secure spots in the top 10 
elementary schools statewide. 

National rankings
• Top 2 percent nationally: 

Niche places WWS at No. 140 out 
of 10,394 school districts in America, 
putting it firmly in the upper echelon 
of U.S. public education.

• High school national place-
ment: U.S. News positions Westfield 

High School at No. 434 out of nearly 
18,000 public high schools national-
ly, placing it in the top 4 percent of 
high schools across the country. 

• Athletics: Nationally, WWS 
ranks No. 520 for student athletes 
due to robust sports programs.

• Teaching: the top 8 percent for 
quality of teaching staff.

That is who we, Westfield, are in 
the big picture. These accolades of 
our school system benefit all of our 
residents. 

However, analyzing financial 
rankings shows a stark contrast be-
tween how much state funding the 
district receives versus the academic 
outcomes it delivers. WWS functions 
as a highly efficient but severely un-
derfunded district compared to state 
and national averages.
Indiana state funding rankings

Public school funding in Indiana 
is heavily dictated by state tuition for-
mulas. WWS ranks near the bottom in 
revenue despite its population size:

• State funding per student: 
WWS ranks No. 260 out of 290 school 
districts in Indiana for state-funded 
support. The district receives $558 
less per student than the state average.

• Local referendum support: 
Within Hamilton County, WWS’s 
current 17-cent referendum rate is 
the second-lowest among its five 
neighboring school districts (the new 
referendum has a projected rate of 
33.81 cents and would replace the 
current 17-cent rate, only putting 
Westfield’s rate in the middle of the 

local referendum pack.
• In contrast to its low funding 

ranking, independent data platforms 
like Niche rank WWS as the No. 7 
overall best school district in Indiana 
out of nearly 300, highlighting WWS 
operational efficiency.

The funding gap
In the past, we have passed mul-

tiple referendums to support our 
schools and the results speak well 
in favor of supporting this new ref-
erendum. The performance of WWS 
warrants our faith and trust in them 
to manage the budget this referen-
dum will fund. I am confident in the 
school system’s ability to properly 
steward the funds needed to main-
tain our school system as a growing, 
top-tier K-12 system.

The data from all rating services 
says we have one of the best school 
systems in the nation. Without the ref-
erendum, there will be risks to keeping 
and maintaining the current educational 
system and services it provides. If the 
referendum fails, we risk losing the 
state and national rankings we fought 
hard to achieve. Once lost, we may 
never get them back. These monies are 
going to 100 percent make up the dif-
ference between state and local funding 
and provide what is necessary to ensure 
our children have every opportunity to 
be “Life Ready” upon high school grad-
uation. I happily support WWS and the 
education and opportunities this refer-
endum will fund. I hope you will, too.

Ron Moore
Westfield

Anderson reader says it’s time to end 
“infantilizing ‘work family’ dynamic”

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor:
Corporate America is suffering 

from a fundamental crisis of priorities: 
we have traded real productivity for the 
hollow theater of “workplace culture.”

Today’s office environment 
increasingly privileges performa-
tive sociability over actual output. 
Team-building exercises take pre-
cedence over efficient execution. 
Endless meetings begin with useless 
icebreakers, followed by the delivery 
of information that easily could have 
been an email.

Employees who engage in con-
stant small talk and offer sugar-coat-
ed platitudes to management are 
viewed as high-value assets, while 

dedicated professionals who sim-
ply want to clock in, do exceptional 
work, and go home to their lives are 
unfairly labeled as “quiet quitters.”

Worst of all is the unspoken rule 
that workers must maintain a cheer-
ful façade – pretending they work out 
of passion rather than the obvious re-
ality of earning a living.

It is time to discard this infantiliz-
ing “work family” dynamic and re-
store a culture rooted in merit, quali-
ty, and production.

To fix Corporate America, lead-
ership must return to objective stan-
dards. Value should be measured 
by the work produced, not by an 
employee’s appetite for office poli-

tics or forced camaraderie. We must 
celebrate the quiet professionals 
who show up daily, keep their heads 
down, and consistently deliver. Per-
formance evaluations should offer di-
rect, honest feedback based on mea-
surable metrics rather than subjective 
assessments of “soft skills.”

Colleagues do not need to be 
friends, nor do they need to pretend to 
be. It is only necessary that we work 
together professionally for 40 hours 
a week to deliver a superior product. 
It is time for corporate leadership to 
stop managing for personality and 
start managing for results.

James A Hilton
Anderson

Letter to the Editor

Jackson Township resident 
makes his case for Robyn
Cook to remain Trustee

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter 

will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
As a resident of Jackson Township for over 25 

years, I felt compelled to follow up after reading Tony 
Cook’s recent letter supporting Robyn Cook.

Robyn has been an exceptional trustee, and my per-
spective comes from decades of watching her work. 
I’ve known her since her time at Atlanta, a relationship 
that grew while I served on the Hamilton County Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau board and during my many 
years as a precinct committeeman at Red Bridge. 

I also know her opponent, Cody Perry. Cody is 
incredibly trustworthy, and I would gladly encourage 
anyone to hire him for their flooring needs – he has al-
ways gone above and beyond the call of duty for me. 

But managing a local government budget and nav-
igating township growth requires a very specific set of 
skills. Robyn has brought that “above and beyond” ded-
ication to local government for a very long time. She 
truly understands the policy nuances required to keep 
Jackson Township moving forward smoothly. 

We are incredibly lucky to have both of these indi-
viduals in our community. However, when it comes to 
the future of our township’s leadership, I wholeheart-
edly support Robyn Cook to continue as our Jackson 
Township Trustee. 

Ford Hebner
Cicero, Jackson Township

Former County Clerk Peggy Beaver 
supports Beth Sheller for Clerk

Letter to the Editor

I am proud to announce my sup-
port for Beth Sheller in her candi-
dacy for our next Hamilton County 
Clerk.

I am a former two-term Hamil-
ton County Clerk, with almost 30 
years of experience working in the 
Clerk’s Office. I know firsthand 
how important it is for a first-time 
elected Clerk to already have ex-
perience prior to stepping into this 
very complex department.

One of the most important roles 

of the Clerk is to oversee the elec-
tion process. Beth currently serves 
as our Hamilton County Election 
Administrator. In her role as Elec-
tion Administrator, she has already 
proven to the voters of Hamilton 
County her leadership skills, work 
ethics, and dedication in making our 
county election process one to be 
proud of.

The Hamilton County Clerk’s 
Office is one of the biggest depart-
ments within county government. It 

is imperative that we elect a Clerk 
with already-proven experience. 
The Clerk is the record keeper of 
all court-related case filings and 
provides many other services to the 
public.  Electing Beth will ensure 
we are getting a Clerk who can start 
working for you on day one.

I hope you will support Beth 
Sheller and vote for her on or before 
Nov. 3.

Peggy Beaver
Former Hamilton County Clerk

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!
Read it here, read it first: The Hamilton County Reporter

https://readthereporter.com/why-you-wont-see-political-attack-ads-in-this-newspaper-2/
https://www.lyons-realty.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://www.niche.com/k12/d/westfield-washington-schools-in/rankings/
https://www.paulpoteet.com/
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www.HCTV2.comwww.HCTV1.com

On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Wed Sept 30 -  Volleyball and Soccer
6:00 pm  Cathedral vs Noblesville | Junior Varsity Volleyball | HCTV Sports
6:00 pm  Franklin Central vs Fishers | JV Boys Soccer | Fishers Sports Network
6:00 pm  Franklin Central vs Noblesville | JV Girls Soccer | HCTV Sports
7:25 pm  Franklin Central vs Fishers | Varsity Boys Soccer | Fishers Sports Network
7:30 pm  Cathedral vs Noblesville | Varsity Volleyball | HCTV Sports
7:30 pm  Franklin Central vs 7:30 pm  Franklin Central vs Noblesville | Varsity Girls Soccer | HCTV Sports
7:30 pm  Mt Vernon vs Hamilton Southeastern| Varsity Boys Soccer | SSN Sports

Thurs Oct 1 -  Girls Soccer and Volleyball
6:00 pm  Guerin vs Fishers | JV Girls Soccer| Fishers Sports Network
7:00 pm  Noblesville vs Hamilton Southeastern | Volleyball| Southeastern Sports
7:30 pm  Guerin vs Fishers | Varsity Girls Soccer| Fishers Sports Network

Fri Oct 2  -  Football
6:45 pm  Delphi vs 6:45 pm  Delphi vs Sheridan| IHSAA Football   | Bragg Sports
6:50 pm Southport vs Mt Vernon| IHSAA Football | Indiana SRN
6:50 pm Ritter HS vs Covenant Christian HS | IHSAA Football | Indiana SRN
6:50 pm Yorktown HS vs Greenfield Central HS | IHSAA Football | Indiana SRN
7:00 pm Hamilton Southeastern vs Noblesville | IHSAA Football | HCTV Sports
7:30 pm Hamilton Heights vs Benton Central | IHSAA Football | Husky Sports

Sat Oct 3 -  Volleyball
10:30am Center Grove vs 10:30am Center Grove vs Hamilton Southeastern | Volleyball | Southeastern Sports
Sun Oct 4 -  Music
3:00 pm School of Rock Fishers: Fall 2026 Preview Show | HCTV Entertainment

Upcoming Broadcasts

Equality PAC endorses State 
Senator J.D. Ford for Indiana’s 

5th Congressional District
Submitted

On Wednesday, Sept. 30, 
Equality PAC announced its 
endorsement of State Sena-
tor J.D. Ford for Indiana’s 
5th Congressional District.

Ford is running to de-
feat incumbent Republican 
Congresswoman Victoria 
Spartz, who Equality PAC 
says is a perennial elector-
al underperformer. When 
elected, J.D. will become 
the first openly LGBTQ 
person to represent Indiana 
at the federal level.

“J.D. Ford knows what 
it takes to win in tough 
places,” Equality PAC said 
in a statement. “He flipped 
a long-held Republican 
state Senate seat by putting 
people first, listening to his 
community, and building a 
campaign that reaches vot-
ers where they are. He’s 
proven that LGBTQ can-
didates can win in places 
where others may not think 
it’s possible, and now he’s 
bringing that same deter-

mination to Indi-
ana’s 5th District.

“ E q u a l i t y 
PAC is commit-
ted to expand-
ing the map and 
competing ev-
erywhere we can 
to elect LGBTQ 
leaders and allies 
who will help 
build Pro-Equality Major-
ities in Congress. J.D. has 
shown he can compete, 
win, and deliver, and we’re 
proud to stand with him as 
he fights to make history 
as Indiana’s first openly 
LGBTQ Member of Con-
gress and bring a strong 
voice for Indiana’s working 
families to Washington.”

Ford grew up in a work-
ing-class family as the son 
of a union truck driver and 
an assisted living admin-
istrator, with grandparents 
who served as local of-
ficials. He learned early 
that public service is about 
people, not power. He cur-

rently serves in 
the Indiana State 
Senate, where 
he has fought to 
lower the cost of 
lifesaving medi-
cation, strength-
en public educa-
tion, and ensure 
every Hoosier 
gets a fair shot. 

He's running to bring a 
working-class perspective 
to Washington and make 
life more affordable for ev-
ery Hoosier.

“I’m honored and grate-
ful to receive this endorse-
ment,” Ford said. “Rep-
resentation and visibility 
matter, and I’m running to 
make sure that we continue 
to have a seat at the table in 
Congress so our voices are 
part of every decision. I’m 
running because I want to 
make life easier for every 
Hoosier, and as a Congress-
man I will always listen to 
what the people of the fifth 
district needs.” 

Ford

State Rep. Shonkwiler issues statement
on Interim Study Committee on Energy,

Utilities & Telecommunications final report
Submitted by Office 
of State Rep. Alaina 
Shonkwiler

State Rep. Alaina 
Shonkwiler (R-Nobles-
ville), a member of the 
House Utilities, Energy 
and Telecommunications 
Committee, issued this 
statement following the 
Interim Study Committee 
on Energy, Utilities and 
Telecommunication meet-
ing on Tuesday, Sept. 29.

“Hoosiers experienced 
significant hardships 
during [August’s] storms 

and flooding, and 
the response in 
some areas of the 
state fell short of 
expectations,” 
Shonkwiler said. 
“Today’s dis-
cussion further 
reinforces the 
need for recent 
events to be in-
vestigated to know what 
happened, identify needed 
improvements, and de-
termine whether legisla-
tive action is necessary to 
strengthen future respons-

es. Hoosiers de-
serve a response 
that is reliable, 
effective and 
ready to meet 
the challenges 
of future severe 
weather events.”

The final 
report will be 
available here.

State Rep. Alaina 
Shonkwiler (R-Nobles-
ville) represents House 
District 29, which includes 
a portion of Hamilton 
County.

Shonkwiler

Banks & colleagues defend 
homeschool families’ right to 
choose religious curriculum

Submitted by Office of 
U.S. Senator Jim Banks

U.S. Senator Jim Banks 
(R-Ind.) joined 12 of his 
colleagues in filing an amic-
us brief urging the Supreme 
Court to protect homes-
chooling parents’ right to 
choose faith-based curricu-
lum for their children.

The brief asks the court 
to reverse a lower-court de-
cision that wrongly stopped 
parents participating in Cal-
ifornia’s homeschool in-
dependent study programs 
from using religious cur-
riculum. It argues that Cal-

ifornia violated 
the First Amend-
ment by allowing 
families to select 
nearly any quali-
fying curriculum 
while excluding 
religious options.

“Parents have 
a God-given right 
to direct their 
children’s education,” Sen. 
Banks said. “California’s 
attack on religious homes-
chool families is blatantly 
unconstitutional, and the 
Supreme Court should put 
an end to it.”

Key Excerpts 
from the amicus 
brief appear be-
low; the full text 
can be viewed 
here.

“As part 
of California’s 
publicly fund-
ed indepen-
dent-study pro-

grams, parents can teach 
their own children in their 
own homes with limited 
oversight from a private, 
nonprofit, corporation 

Banks

Attorney General Todd Rokita announces 287(g) 
partnership with ICE to strengthen immigration 
enforcement & FAIRNESS Act implementation

Submitted by Office of 
AG Todd Rokita

On Wednesday, Sept. 30, 
Indiana Attorney General 
Todd Rokita issued the fol-
lowing statement announc-
ing that his office has en-
tered an agreement with U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) under 
Section 287(g) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act: 

“Partnering with fed-
eral law enforcement is 
a key part of how we de-
port illegal aliens under the 
FAIRNESS Act, which we 
helped write and support. 

“A 287(g) agreement 
with ICE does exactly that 

– giving our in-
vestigators great-
er ability to work 
side by side with 
them and take 
stronger action to 
protect Hoosiers.  

“By the way, 
every county 
sheriff across the 
state should be – 
and can be – doing what 
we’re doing. And what 
sheriffs across the nation 
are doing. 

“Agreements like these 
do not take away from lo-
cal law enforcement; they 
only add to their ability to 
keep communities safe. 

They also open 
up opportunities 
to obtain fed-
eral funding to 
enhance public 
safety, so it helps 
with your local 
property taxes. 

“The fact that 
only seven of our 
92 sheriffs have 

signed an agreement like 
this shows there are missed 
opportunities for Indiana 
to enhance the tools they 
have to protect and serve. 
The Indiana Sheriffs’ As-
sociation should be work-
ing to make sure all 92 
offices are in this program. 

“If your elected offi-
cial is not partnering with 
ICE through 287(g), you 
should ask them directly 
why that is.”

Editor’s note: As report-
ed by WISH-TV in Janu-
ary 2025, Hamilton County 
Sheriff Dennis Quakenbush 
signed the 287(g) agree-
ment, and appointed Chief 
Deputy John Lowes to 
head the local Immigration 
Commission.

Rokita

Meeting Notices
The Westfield Advisory 

Plan Commission will hold a 
special meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
(or immediately following 
the conclusion of the Board 
of Zoning Appeals meeting, 
whichever is later) on Tues-
day, Oct. 13, 2026, at West-
field City Hall, 130 Penn St.

The Westfield Advisory Plan Com-
mission meeting scheduled for Monday, 
Oct. 19, 2026, has been canceled.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to 
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under

I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in 
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door 

Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

The Westfield Advisory Plan Com-
mission will hold a special meeting at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2026, at the 
Westfield City Services Building, 2728 
E. 171st St.

See Right . . . Page 11

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://www.hctv1.com/
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter/videos
https://iga.in.gov/2026/committees/house/utilities-energy-and-telecommunications
https://iga.in.gov/2026/committees/house/utilities-energy-and-telecommunications
https://iga.in.gov/2026/committees/house/utilities-energy-and-telecommunications
https://tinyurl.com/ys25thm5
https://tinyurl.com/ys25thm5
https://tinyurl.com/ys25thm5
https://tinyurl.com/ys25thm5
https://tinyurl.com/yp65xph6
https://readthereporter.com/sheriff-joins-forces-with-ice/
https://readthereporter.com/sheriff-joins-forces-with-ice/
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operating a charter school. 
And subject to general 
state standards, parents 
can choose any curriculum 
they want for their homes-
chooling – with one excep-
tion: religion. That overt 
discrimination – which Re-
spondents say is required 
by California’s Blaine 
Amendment – clearly vio-
lates the Constitution. And 
it is preposterous to say, as 
did the Ninth Circuit, that 

homeschooling parents are 
actually state actors.

“This Court has “re-
peatedly held that a State 
violates the Free Exercise 
Clause when it excludes 
religious observers from 
otherwise available public 
benefits” and programs…

“To get around that bla-
tant constitutional violation, 
the Ninth Circuit deemed 
the homeschool indepen-
dent-study programs pub-

lic. In other words, home-
schooling parents are state 
actors. But that’s egregiously 
wrong. This case presents 
an easy question: whether 
parents who teach their own 
children in their own homes 
based on curriculum they se-
lect speak and act as the gov-
ernment. Both case law and 
common sense dictate that 
the answer is no.”

U.S. Senator Ted Budd 

(R-N.C.), led Sens. Ted 
Cruz (R-Texas), Steve 
Daines (R-Mont.), Cindy 
Hyde-Smith (R-Miss.), Jim 
Justice (R-W.Va.), John 
Kennedy (R-La.), James 
Lankford (R-Okla.), Mike 
Lee (R-Utah), Roger Mar-
shall (R-Kan.), Pete Rick-
etts (R-Neb.), Jim Risch 
(R-Idaho), and Tim Sheehy 
(R-Mont.) in filing the am-
icus brief.

Today’s Bible Reading
Driving Out the Nations

The Lord did not set his affection on you and 
choose you because you were more numerous 
than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all 
peoples. But it was because the Lord loved you 
and kept the oath he swore to your ancestors 
that he brought you out with a mighty hand and 
redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the 
power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore 
that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful 
God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand 
generations of those who love him and keep his 
commandments.

But those who hate him he will repay to their 
face by destruction; he will not be slow to repay 
to their face those who hate him.

Therefore, take care to follow the commands, 
decrees and laws I give you today.

If you pay attention to these laws and are careful 
to follow them, then the Lord your God will keep 
his covenant of love with you, as he swore to your 
ancestors. He will love you and bless you and 
increase your numbers. He will bless the fruit of 
your womb, the crops of your land—your grain, 
new wine and olive oil—the calves of your herds 
and the lambs of your flocks in the land he swore 
to your ancestors to give you. You will be blessed 
more than any other people; none of your men 
or women will be childless, nor will any of your 
livestock be without young. The Lord will keep 
you free from every disease. He will not inflict on 
you the horrible diseases you knew in Egypt, but 
he will inflict them on all who hate you. You must 
destroy all the peoples the Lord your God gives 
over to you. Do not look on them with pity and do 
not serve their gods, for that will be a snare to you.

Deuteronomy 7:7-16 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

IMPROVED PRICE!

LAKEFRONT! SOLD!PENDING! SOLD! SOLD!
2513 Sheridan 

Court
CICERO

20971 Shoreline  
Unit 410
NOBLESVILLE

9919 Fountain 
Cove Drive

INDIANAPOLIS

18532 Oriental  
Oak Court

NOBLESVILLE

18149 Atlantic 
Road

NOBLESVILLE
This desirable 3BR, 2BA 

Cicero ranch on .44 acres 
features a remodeled kitchen 
with quartz counters, wood-
burning fireplace, spacious 
primary suite, and private, 
wooded backyard with two 
storage sheds. Lake access 

and boat docks.
Listed at $339,900 

Enjoy low-maintenance 
waterfront living in this 

gated 2BR, 2BA Morse Lake 
condo. Features include 
fresh paint, new carpet, 

boat slip, two garage spots, 
storage, and stainless 

kitchen. Luxury meets 
convenience.

Listed at $299,900

This 3 bed, 2.5 bath beauty near 
Geist Reservoir offers an open 
concept floor plan, new roof, 

carpet, and remodeled primary 
bath. Enjoy the versatile living 

spaces, updated kitchen, 
spacious fenced-in backyard, 

and a heated golf  
     simulator garage!

          Listed at $299,900

Beautiful 4BR, 2BA 2 
half baths in Oakmont of 

Noblesville. Situated on over 
half an acre (.68) wooded lot 
featuring a screened porch 

and finished basement along 
with a three car tandem 

garage. This move-in ready 
property awaits you.
Listed at $559,900

Own this charming 1.5-acre 
country retreat! Features 

2,000+ sq ft, 4BR, 2BA, and 
a new roof. Enjoy a cozy 

fireplace, spacious kitchen, 
and fenced yard. Perfectly 

located near Hamilton  
Town Center and I-69.  

Won’t last long!
Listed at $274,900 

The Deakyne Team 
REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS“Speak 
to Deak!” 317.695.6032 Jennifer | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer SpeakToDeak.com
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Web Address
ReadTheReporter.com
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Subscribe@ReadTheReporter.com
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Ads@ReadTheReporter.com

765-365-2316

Mailing Address
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Solicitation documents for purchasing

SURPLUS TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT – iMac Computers
from the Hamilton Southeastern School Corporation are available on the web 

site www.hseschools.org. (Please refer to the link near the bottom of the HSE 
home page referencing “Public Notices”). This website is the official source for all 
documents related to this solicitation. Hamilton Southeastern School Corporation 
is not responsible for documents distributed through any other means.

Surplus technology devices are Apple iMac computers. Please refer to the 
website for specific model information.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: prior to 4:00 pm local time (EST) October 
14, 2026 

RECORDING OF PROPOSERS: 3:00 pm local time (EST) October 15, 2026
Vendors shall submit bids according to the Instructions, Provisions and 

Specifications stated in the solicitation documents. Questions should be addressed 
via email to HSE’s Director of Infrastructure Technologies, Tom Kouns (tkouns@
hse.k12.in.us)
R8768	 10/1/26, 10/5/26, 10/8/26, 10/12/26
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Gov. Braun extends gas tax suspension; farmers 
permitted to use off-road diesel during harvest
Submitted by Office of 
Gov. Mike Braun

On Wednesday, Sept. 
30, Governor Mike Braun 
renewed Indiana’s statewide 
energy emergen-
cy and extended 
his suspension of 
the state’s Gaso-
line Use Tax and 
Gasoline Excise 
Tax through Nov. 
4, continuing un-
interrupted relief 
for Hoosiers from 
high gas prices. 

Gov. Braun is 
also delivering more relief 
for farmers by suspending 
the special fuel restrictions 
for dyed diesel. Farmers 
will now be able to use dyed 
diesel for any farm-related 
activities. This is a direct re-
sponse to concerns raised by 
the farming community and 
will help ease that burden.  

“Affordability is my 
top priority, and my gas tax 
suspensions have delivered 
immediate tax relief and 

some of the cheapest gas in 
America for Hoosier fami-
lies,” Gov. Braun said. “I'm 
delivering relief for Hoosier 
farmers by lifting special 

fuel restrictions 
to help ease the 
burden, and pro-
viding relief from 
high gas prices to 
keep more money 
in Hoosiers’ pock-
ets and make life 
more affordable.”

The renewal 
follows continued 
disruptions to the 

global oil supply, including 
recent Houthi drone attacks 
in Saudi Arabia that shut 
down the East-West Pipe-
line, which accounts for 7 
percent of the world’s oil 
supply. Houthi military ad-
vances in Yemen also threat-
en oil shipments through the 
Red Sea, while the ongoing 
conflict between Russia and 
Ukraine continues to disrupt 
crude oil supplies and has 
left Russia’s refining capac-

Speaker Huston commends Braun’s action
“I appreciate the Governor’s continued 

efforts to keep gas prices affordable for 
Hoosiers,” Speaker Todd Huston (R-Fish-
ers) said. “Indiana’s strong financial po-
sition gives us the flexibility to provide 
meaningful tax relief and help keep costs 
down for working families. We’ve also 
been concerned about the impact of rising 
diesel prices on Indiana farmers, and I’m 
glad we’re working with the administration 
to provide additional relief during the criti-
cal harvest season.”

Speaker Huston recently joined 51 other state legislators in urg-
ing Governor Braun to allow Hoosier farmers to use off-road diesel 
fuel, which is not taxed, for agricultural operations until the end of 
harvest season. The letter can be viewed here.

Huston

Braun

ity near its lowest level this 
century.

These disruptions have 
realigned the global oil sup-
ply chain and placed contin-
ued pressure on fuel prices.

The renewed declaration 
will take effect Oct. 6, fol-
lowing the expiration of the 
current energy emergency. 
It will keep both state gas 
taxes suspended without in-
terruption through Nov. 4 in 

all 92 counties.
Gov. Braun first sus-

pended the Gasoline Use 
Tax in April and expanded 
the relief in May to include 
the Gasoline Excise Tax. His 
continued action to suspend 
the gas taxes have provided 
Hoosier families addition-
al breathing room to make 
ends meet while protecting 
funding for state and local 
infrastructure projects.
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