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(From left) Elections Administrator Beth Sheller, and Election Board members Kathy Kreag Williams, Ray Adler,
and Greg Purvis hear testimony from a citizen on the vote center proposal.

approves Vote Centers

New model to take effect with 2027 municipal elections

The REPORTER

The Hamilton County
Election Board voted unani-
mously on Tuesday, Sept. 29,
to transition from tradition-
al precinct-based voting to a
countywide Vote Center model
beginning with the 2027 Munic-
ipal Elections.

Under the new system,
Hamilton County voters will no
longer be required to cast their
ballot at an assigned precinct on
Election Day. Instead, they will
be able to vote at any designated
Vote Center in the county.

Hamilton County current-
ly operates 102 polling sites.
Under the approved plan, the
county will establish 57 Vote
Centers — more than double
the 28 locations required by
state law based on Hamilton
County’s registered voter pop-
ulation.

“This gives voters more
flexibility while allowing us to
build an election system that can
better accommodate Hamilton
County’s continued growth,”
County Clerk Kathy Kreag
Williams said. “Beginning next
year, voters can choose the Vote
Center that works best for them
rather than being tied to one
specific location.”

The public speaks

Leading up to the Election Board’s
meeting, the county conducted an
online survey to gauge the pub-
lic’s response to the Vote Center
proposal. A total of 323 responses
were submitted through Sept. 25.

Response ~ Number  Percentage
Yes 254 78.6%
No 43 13.3%
Maybe 26 8.0%
The unanimous vote

marks a change from Ilast
year, when the proposal fell
one vote short of the unani-
mous approval required. Ray
Adler, the Republican appoin-
tee to the Election Board, vot-
ed against the proposal at that
time, saying he wanted to see
how Vote Centers worked in
Allen County before making
such a significant change in
Hamilton County.

“I had concerns last year be-
cause this is a major change that
will affect hundreds of thousands
of voters,” Adler said. “We’ve
had another year to study the
process, learn from other coun-
ties, and strengthen our own
plan. I'm comfortable that we’re
ready to move forward.”

See Vote Centers . . . Page 2

By RAY ADLER
Election Board Member

Hamilton County becomes
the 73rd county to adopt vot-
ing centers.

Voting Centers will be
primarily in local schools, so
there will be a consistent loca-
tion. Voters can vote at any of
the centers, no matter where
they live.

Steve Baranyk spoke in fa-
vor, specifically citing the ease
of finding a voting place, the
elimination of voters showing
up at the wrong voting loca-
tion, and not having time to
get to the right polling place
before it closed. Regarding
the choice to put locations at
schools, Baranyk said making
sure there will be adequate
parking and handicapped ac-
cess are important.

Jennifer Fallis of West-
field, a recent resident, was
in favor. She noted it would
be easier to find a location

View from inside the
Vote Center meeting

to vote, and that vote centers
would encourage more youth
to vote.

Lisa Dick represented the
League of Women Voters of
Hamilton County, opining that
the League wanted easy access
and secure voting with no pos-
sibility of voter fraud. She re-
marked on the convenience and
bringing out the youth vote.

Janet Chandler, a former
government teacher, noted
that when she had to arrive at
work early, it was sometimes
difficult to find time to vote.

Before coming to the
Election Board, the proposal
was unanimously supported
by both the Hamilton County
Commissioners and the Ham-
ilton County Council.

The next meeting of the
Election Board will be the
public test of voting machines
10 a.m. Oct. 2 at 609 Westfield
Road, Noblesville. That loca-
tion is just between Ace Hard-
ware and Dollar General.

Westﬁeld gets so wild that kids drlve the truck

Reporter photo

Wild, Wild Westfield’s Premier Chili Cook-Off and Fall Fest came back for some 2026 action on Saturday, Sept.
26, at CrossRoads Church at Westfield, 19201 Grassy Branch Road. This free, family-friendly event drew so many
new families that Pastor Eric Lohe told The Reporter he didn’t recognize most of the people in attendance. He
said, “That’s exactly how it should be for a community event.” (ABOVE) Westfield Police and Fire were on hand to
keep everyone safe, with a little help from their young assistant, who got to sit behind the wheel and be featured
in the Hamilton County’s Hometown Newspaper. See more photos on Page 3 and at ReadTheReporter.com.

Seeing
old friends

On Friday eve-
ning, my sweet hus-
band informed me
that the next evening
was his 35" class re-
union. This gave me
about 24 hours’ no-
tice. Bless his heart.

How could he not
know that a woman
needs time to prepare
for such an event?
Although he was a year older than me in
school, I know several of his friends and
former classmates since we went to the
same high school.

Of course, “What in the world will 1
wear?” went through my mind. With a
closet full of clothes, a decision like that
makes all the options disappear and my
mind goes blank.

All joking aside, I was disappointed
in the first thought that went through my
mind. Although I was disabled in high
school, I always walked. I had not been
around this group of people in my wheel-
chair. I felt anxious about it.

So much so that my first words to him
were, “I am not sure I am going to go.” |
told him my thoughts and he listened. He
knows that being around crowds is not my
thing anyway. He told me he was fine with
whatever I decided to do.

Eventually, the mental boxing match
going on in my mind ended. I decided that
I wanted to go with him to support him,
plus I was looking forward to seeing peo-
ple I had not seen in a long time.

I not only needed time to plan my
outfit, as shallow as that may sound,
but I also needed to mentally prepare
for how I may be received. If you have
not lived disabled, it is a hard thing to
explain. It boils down to a deep and pro-
longed insecurity.

See Old Friends ... Page 2
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Early voting
begins Oct. 6

Additional voting locations
to open throughout the month

The REPORTER

Early voting for the Nov. 3 General
Election begins Tuesday, Oct. 6, giv-
ing registered voters several weeks and
multiple locations to cast their ballots
before Election Day.

Early voting will begin at the Ham-
ilton County Judicial Center, 1 Ham-
ilton County Square, Noblesville, and
the Hamilton County Fairgrounds,
2003 Pleasant St., Noblesville.

Eight additional early voting loca-
tions in Carmel, Fishers, and Westfield
will open Wednesday, Oct. 21. Loca-
tions in Sheridan and Cicero will open
Wednesday, Oct. 28.

“Early voting gives residents more
flexibility to cast their ballot when it
works best for their schedule,” Ham-
ilton County Clerk Kathy Kreag Wil-
liams said. “With locations throughout
the county and weekday, evening, and
Saturday hours available, we hope vot-
ers will take advantage of the option
that is most convenient for them.”

Any registered Hamilton County
voter who otherwise meets the require-
ments to vote may vote early in person.
No application or reason is required.

Voters should bring an acceptable
photo ID. They can also check who is
on their ballot and their voter registra-
tion status before heading to the polls at
IndianaVoters.in.gov or by calling the
Hamilton County Voter Registration
Office at (317) 776-9632.

See Early . . . Page 2
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www.noblesvillesports.com @noblesvillesports

Spartz campaign seeks public’s
help identifying alleged sign thie

Submitted

Congresswoman  Vic-
toria Spartz’s campaign is
asking for the public’s help
identifying a man caught on
camera stealing large Victo-
ria Spartz campaign signs
several times.

“Supporters of my op-
ponents talk a lot about
civility, but then come to
shout at my town halls and
steal my campaign signs,”
Rep. Spartz said. “Elec-
tions are decided at the
ballot box, not by stealing
campaign signs.”

Anyone who can identi-
fy the man is asked to con-
tact the Spartz campaign at
info@spartzforcongress.
com or call the Fishers Po-
lice Department at (317)
595-3300.

OLDp FRIENDS

Not to mention that the
location of the reunion was
the same place of one of the
most mortifying nights of
my life. Many years ago,
I was on a first date there,
when a man came up to
our table and told my date,
“Good for you man, taking
on a girl with a gimp like
that!” 1 was not exactly
anxious to return there. The
pain from that encounter is
still raw all these years later.

As we entered the bar/
restaurant for the evening,
we were greeted by an
overly friendly couple of
strangers. 1 thought they
were former classmates that
I did not recognize, but they
were not. They were very
curious about why I was in

Phots prvided by Spartz for Congress

a wheelchair. The encounter
was awkward. T spent five
minutes trying to convince
this lady that yes, I was in-
deed sure I have Muscular
Dystrophy and not Multiple
Sclerosis. I do not think she
believed me in the end.

When we finally broke
away, we headed to the back
where his classmates were
hanging out. They could
not have cared less if I was
in a wheelchair or not. I felt
my anxiety melt away as we
chatted the evening away,
reminiscing and catching up
on current life events.

The highlight of the
evening was running into a
guy who was in my grad-
uating class. He was with
me from the very beginning

from Kindergarten to high
school. He was always one
of the kind kids that stood
up for me.

I thanked him that
night for his kindness to
me throughout the years. I
wanted him to know how
much that meant to me.
He graciously accepted my
compliments. He was the
last person we hugged on
our way out that night, and I
left with a smile on my face.

I was so glad that I had
not let insecurity win. [ have
done that so many times in
my life and missed things
because of fear. I was glad
to leave that place with a
new memory to replace
the horrific one from many
years ago.

from Page 1

Many of his classmates
follow our marathon and
mission journey, and it was
nice to be able to hear their
positive feedback.

I hope this serves as a
reminder to me next time to
face my fears and enjoy the
good times.

Until next time...

Amy Shinneman is a _for-
mer National Ambassador
for the Muscular Dystro-
phy Association, disability
blogger, freelance writer,
wife, and mom of two boys.
She is the recipient of The
Reporter’s Winter 2025 Ink-
Stained Wretch award. You
can find her blog at hum-

blycourageous.org and
reach her on Instagram
@ashinneman.

Thanks for reading The Hamilton County Reporter!

Correction

In the story “You just can’t break that Miller
Spirit” published on Tuesday, Sept. 29, Parade Grand
Marshal Annetta Petty was incorrectly identified.

The Reporter regrets the error.

VOTE CENTERS

Greg Purvis, the Demo-
cratic appointee to the Elec-
tion Board, supported the
proposal last year and again
voted in favor of it Tuesday.

“We didn’t all start in
the same place on this is-
sue, but we took the time to
work through the concerns
and get to a plan we could
all support,” Purvis said.
“That’s how this process
should work. Now we can
focus on making sure voters
understand the change and
are prepared for 2027.”

The change will first
be implemented during the
2027 Municipal Elections,
giving election officials an
opportunity to refine the
process before the high-
er-turnout 2028 Presidential
Election.

A key part of the plan
is the renewed participa-

EARLY

from Page 1

tion of Hamilton County’s
local school districts. Sev-
eral districts had previous-
ly stopped serving as poll-
ing locations because of
security concerns, but all
have now agreed to once
again host voting locations
throughout the county.

“One of the biggest rea-
sons this proposal works is
because our local school
districts have stepped up
as partners once again,”
Williams said. “By open-
ing their buildings as Vote
Centers, they’re helping en-
sure voters across Hamilton
County have a convenient
place to cast their ballot
close to home.”

Williams authored Indi-
ana’s original Vote Center
legislation while serving in
the Indiana House of Repre-
sentatives.

Early voting locations
include:

* Hamilton County Judi-
cial Center, Noblesville

» Hamilton County Fair-
grounds, Noblesville

» Westfield City Hall

¢ Cool Creek Nature
Center, Westfield

* Westfield Washington
Township Building

* Roy G. Holland Me-
morial Park Building, Fish-
ers

* Billericay Park Build-
ing, Fishers

* Wilfong Pavilion at
Founders Park, Carmel

from Page 1

« Jill Perelman Pavilion,
Carmel

e Carmel Clay Public
Library

* Sheridan Public Li-
brary

* Cicero Public Library

The Judicial Center and
Fairgrounds will offer ear-
ly voting beginning Oct.
6, while satellite locations
will open later in the month.
Hours vary by location and
date.

For a complete list of ear-
ly voting locations, dates and
hours, visit the Hamilton
County Elections website.
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Wild, Wild Westfield 2026 3

CrossRoads chili cookoff: it’s how the West was
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BARKTOBERFEST

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
11 A.M.-2 P.M.

ASA BALES PARK
205 W. HOOVER ST.

$8 IN ADVANCE | $10 ON EVENT DAY
KIDS AGES 5 & UNDER ARE FREE

PRESENTED BY
COMMUNITY FIRST BANK OF INDIANA

\/

Westfield

INDIANA o



https://www.westfieldin.gov/406/Barktoberfest

POTTER'S BRIDGE

sat, Oct.3 11AM-o PM
Potter’s Bridge Park

19401 N. Allisonville Rd., Noblesville, IN 46060

100+ Vendors * Fun Children’s Activities
Live Music & Entertainment % Food Trucks

Title Sponsor: * &

hamilton
county
tourism
1nc

317-770-4400 - myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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Letter to the Editor
Hamilton County’s
tech workforce needs
Al override practice

Dear Editor:

Hamilton County continues to show strong demand
for technical talent. Indiana Career Connect reported
more than 1,000 advertised openings in computer and
mathematical occupations in the county on Sept. 24.

As Al changes those jobs, employers should train
for a skill that is easy to overlook: overriding the tool.

IBM’s September workforce study found that 71
percent of CHROs see the ability to supervise, validate,
and override Al outputs as the most essential skill. Only
29 percent of employees ranked judgment as important.

Hamilton County employers can close that gap with
short, supervised exercises. Give employees realistic Al
outputs containing weak evidence, missing context, or a
plausible error. Ask them to decide what to verify, when
to escalate, and when to reject the recommendation.

Technical fluency matters. So does the confidence
to say, “This output should not be trusted yet.”

A growing technology workforce needs both.

Gleb Tsipursky, PhD

Columbus, Ohio

Letter to the Editor

Reader has “firsthand
experience” with Beth
Sheller’s qualifications

Dear Editor:

I am proud to support Beth Sheller for Hamilton
County Clerk.

My support is based on many years of firsthand ex-
perience working with Beth and observing her leader-
ship in the administration of Hamilton County elections.
Her qualifications for the position of County Clerk are
exceptional, and her integrity is unmatched. Describing
her professionalism, ethical standards, and attention to
detail as impressive would be an understatement.

Elections demand thorough preparation, long
hours, and the ability to respond effectively to unfore-
seen challenges. Beth has consistently demonstrat-
ed her capacity to manage these responsibilities with
competence and composure.

I firmly believe that Beth Sheller will provide
strong, reliable leadership while upholding the integ-
rity, accountability, and professionalism that Hamilton
County residents expect from their Clerk.

I respectfully encourage voters to consider electing
Beth Sheller as the next Hamilton County Clerk.

Dianna Lynch

Hamilton County

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can
submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to

phone number and city of residence. The Reporter
will publish one letter per person per week.

News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your

You're reading
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“Avant Guard” takes top honors

Noblesville Creates’ inaugural Pitch Nzght hzts 50 percent of fundraising goal

Submitted

The judges agreed. So
did the audience.

At Noblesville Cre-
ates’ inaugural Creative
Economy Pitch  Night,
Eric Thombury’s “Avant
Guard” project received
both the Judges’ Recom-
mendation and the People’s
Choice Award, emerging
from an evening designed
to demonstrate what can
happen when creative ideas
are put in front of the com-
munity members and de-
cision-makers capable of
helping them grow.

“Avant Guard” high-
lights the need for a per-
forming arts space capable
of supporting ambitious
creative work and helping
give rise to a significant cul-
tural arts performance.

The dual recognition
represented a particularly
fitting outcome for the inau-
gural event.

Approximately 120 at-
tendees filled the Conner
Prairie Banquet Room on
Tuesday, Sept. 22, for the
three-hour event, which

combined a  competi-
tion-style format — think
Shark Tank meets TED
Talk — with networking,
fundraising and recogni-
tion of creative leadership
throughout the community.

Other pitches presented:

* “Beyond Public Art:
How Artists Can Help
Build Places that Thrive”
by Rachel Kavathe — Ear-
lier integration of creative
voices to city planning and
design help deepen a sense
of community and home.

* “The Great Squirrel
Stampede” by Cairo Mora-
da — Remembering history
through live art installations
and story.

* “Bridging the Gap” by
Cory Constantine (of 900
North) — Creative visions
need translators when col-
laborators wield different
languages for the same out-
comes.

* “Capacity” by Katina
Washington — Building a
more nimble and creatively
pivoting workforce through
early induction and advoca-
cy for entrepreneurship.

e “More Art, Please”
by Nica Post (of Looking
Glass Pottery) — Art cre-
ation can build a happier
and healthier community,
so an art center is essential
for collective wellness.

» “Raising the Bar for
Local Art: Elevating Un-
derstanding through Edu-
cation and Engagement”
by Ros Demaree (of In-
diana Artisan) — Creative
excellence becomes more
inclusive with access to
purposeful instruction.

The professional judges
brought perspectives from
banking, development, cor-
porate  communications,
and tourism. The audience
brought the voice of the
community.

“Avant Guard” resonat-
ed with both.

WHY SHOULD YOU CARE ABOUT

NOBLESVILLE

SCHOOLS?

CONTINUE WHAT WORKS.
VOTE YES BY NOVEMBER 3.

Get the facts and estimate your cost:
noblesvilleschools.org/referendum

They're our city’s largest employer, and they shape property
values, economic development, and quality of life for
everyone who lives here.

Since 2010, voters have approved funding for Noblesville
Schools. That funding expires at the end of 2026.

This fall, you'll vote on whether to continue it.

MILLER™YES

PAID FOR BY STRONG SCHOOLS NOBLESVILLE

5

NOBLESVILLE
* CREATES

Noblesville Creates
invites individuals, busi-
nesses, community orga-
nizations and potential in-
vestors to help determine
what happens next. The
organization has currently
raised $12,720 toward its
$25,000 Pitch Night Initia-
tive funding goal — approx-
imately 50.1 percent of
the campaign. That leaves
a $12,280 funding gap as
Noblesville Creates works
to continue developing
Pitch Night beyond its in-
augural event.

If you have interest in
getting involved with any
of the presenters projects or
in helping us grow the Pitch
Night initiative, please con-
tact Executive Director Aili
McGill at amegill@nobles-
villecreates.org.

EDUCATION STATION’S

LITERARY LEADERS

Director Marcia Seif & Instructor Aida Karim

OCTOBER 19 - NOVEMBER 12
2219 TAM-O-SHANTER CT.

(317)538-6997

$125 REGISTRATION FEE
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Indiana boasts region’s
lowest unemployment rate

Submitted by Office of
Gov. Mike Braun

Under Indiana Governor
Mike Braun's leadership, In-
diana's unemployment rate
has fallen to 3.3 percent, po-
sitioning the Hoosier state
among the region's lowest
and well below the national
rate of 4.1 percent.

Since Gov. Braun took
office, the state’s unem-
ployment rate has declined
by 0.7 percentage points
and reached its lowest level
since May 2023.

Indiana also continues to
outperform its neighboring
states, with unemployment
rates of 4.7 percent in Ken-
tucky, 4.7 percent in Illinois
and 5 percent in Michigan.
Ohio is tied with Indiana at
3.3 percent.

Indiana's low unem-
ployment rate is another
indicator of the state's eco-
nomic momentum being
driven by Gov. Braun. Con-
tinued business investment,
employer confidence and
workforce initiatives —are
driving job growth while re-
inforcing Indiana's position
as one of the nation's best
places to work.

The Indiana Department
of Workforce Development
helps sustain that momen-
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Get ready for a super-
charged journey through
time when The Sixties
Show brings its immer-
sive, multimedia experi-
ence to Allied Solutions
Center.

The show starts at 7:30
p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 15
at the Payne & Mencias
Palladium. Click here to
get your tickets.

This award-winning,
off-Broadway theatri-
cal production brilliantly
recreates the 1960s with
a ferocious energy that
transports audiences to
the music, the politics, the
pop culture, and the soul
of an influential decade

tum by connecting job seek-
ers with employers through
its statewide WorkOne net-
work. Hoosiers can access
career coaching, training
opportunities, resume as-
sistance, hiring events and
other resources that pre-
pare them for in-demand
careers while helping busi-
nesses find the skilled talent
they need.

Indiana's labor force also
remains strong. The state's
labor force participation rate
stands at 63 percent, well
above the national average
of 61.6 percent, reflecting
continued workforce partic-
ipation across the state.

“Indiana continues to
prove that our state is the
best place in the Midwest
to live, work and build a
future,” Gov. Braun said.
“By creating an environ-
ment where businesses can
grow and workers can suc-
ceed, we're expanding op-
portunity for Hoosiers while
keeping Indiana's economy
strong and competitive.”

Hoosiers interested in
advancing their careers
and employers looking to
hire can learn more about
workforce services by vis-
iting a WorkOne office or
in.gov/dwd.

The REPORTER

Fishers United Meth-
odist Church, 9691 E.
116th St., invites you to a
Dan's Fish Fry fundrais-
er from 4:15 to 7:15 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 6.

The menu includes
fish, chicken, baked beans,
coleslaw or applesauce,
and pie or brownies. The
cost is $14 for adults and
$8 for children above 5.

REGISTER NOW FOR HOPE'’S 5K

IR RSN

Sunday, October 4th | 2:30PM
$35 Registrati

Click Link Below to Register as an
Individual or Team or Donate to-HOPE!

Crere l

RUN/WRLK
Detoer 410, JOJE ll_r.‘i;i;
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on Fee

-Fun for the Family!
.Race T-Shirt & Sunglasses

-Top Finishers Award +

Prizes

.Support HOPE

SCHOOLS

o

Thursday,
October 1
4:30 - 6:00 pm
Noblesville High School

NOBLESVILLE

noblesville

Relive the music & mo

that reshaped the world.
Powerfully dramatized by
archival footage, newsreel
audio, theatrical lighting
and time-bending narra-
tion, the result is a spec-

Tickets can be pur-
chased online at Fisher-
sUMC.org or at the door.

Dine-in, drive thru,
and carry out are all avail-
able.

Proceeds from the
event will be divided be-

S

7

tacular multidimensional
history lesson, with every
note performed live using
authentic 1960s-era gear.
The set list features not
just Top 40 hits, but rare

tween the Come to Me
Food Pantry and church
missions. The pantry
serves families in Ham-
ilton County, as well as
McCordsville, and Fort-
ville. Each Wednesday,
between 5,000 and 8,000

ments of the ‘60s

Photo provided

B-sides and deep cuts that
defined the ’60s sound-
scape.

This show is part of
the Katz, Sapper & Miller
Pop/Rock Series.

Dan’s Fish Fry will benefit Fishers United
Methodist Church’s food pantry & missions

pounds of food is distrib-
uted from 1 to 7 p.m.

The youth and adult
mission teams serve de-
prived areas within the
United States doing re-
pairs, cleaning, and build-
ing of areas in need.

Learn how you can participate in Source
Water Protection Week with American Water

The REPORTER

In recognition of Amer-
ican Water Works Associa-
tion’s Annual Source Water
Protection Week (Sept. 27
to Oct. 3), Indiana Ameri-
can Water is highlighting its
commitment to providing
customers with safe, clean,
reliable water services.

“Protecting our source
water is the first step in pro-
viding safe, clean, reliable
drinking water,” Indiana
American Water President
Barry Suits said. “Keeping
our rivers, lakes and ground-
water free from pollution
reduces potential risks that
could negatively impact the
quality of the water supply
and keeps treatment costs
down.”

Indiana American Water
(IAW) helps protect drink-
ing water sources through
active participation in the
Upper White River Water-
shed Management Plan and
Upper East Fork Whitewa-
ter River Watershed Plan
committees. Working along-
side the Indiana Department
of Environmental Manage-
ment, local governments,
soil and water conservation
districts, and conservation
partners, the company helps
identify water quality priori-
ties, support watershed pro-
tection strategies, advance
agricultural best manage-
ment practices, and secure
funding for long-term res-
toration projects. These col-
laborative efforts strengthen
watershed stewardship and
help safeguard reliable wa-

ter supplies for communities
across Indiana.

IAW’s source water pro-
tection efforts include:

* Supporting watershed
protection and land steward-
ship projects that help reduce
erosion, nutrient runoff, and
other potential sources of
contamination before they
impact water supplies.

* American Water con-
ducts nearly 1 million tests
each year at its state-of-the-
art research laboratories.

e Application of the
most advanced technology,
equipment, and filtration
processes.

¢ Constant collaborative
work with the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency
and the Indiana Department
of Environmental Manage-
ment and other state and
local agencies to meet or
surpass water quality stan-
dards and address emerging
contaminants so that poten-
tial impacts to water quality
are minimized.

Click here to read about
how IAW strengthens op-
erational readiness, uses
technology to stay ahead of
water quality challenges,
builds stronger communi-
ties through partnership, and
prepares for emerging issues
through recent case studies
in Indiana and other states
across its service area.

“Source water protec-
tion is a year-round effort
that requires community
collaboration,” said Alisha
Cornwell, American Water
Source Water Protection

Program Manager. “We all
play a role in protecting and
improving drinking water
sources.”

During Source Water
Protection Week, IAW en-
courages individuals to take
the following actions and
incorporate them into their
year-round practices:

¢ Plant landscaping
around homes or businesses
with more permeable sur-
faces, such as mulch, that
allow water to soak into the
ground.

* Do not over-apply
chemicals to plants and
avoid application immedi-
ately before it rains.

» Keep litter, pet waste
and yard waste out of streets
and storm drains. Pet waste
contains bacteria that can
find its way into waterways
through runoff.

* Select non-toxic or less
toxic alternatives to typical
household products, such as
cleaning agents.

* Dispose of pharma-
ceuticals by taking them to
collection sites, where avail-
able. Don’t flush them down
the toilet!

» Use hazardous waste
collection sites and services
to dispose of items such as
chemicals, paints, motor oil,
and Dbatteries. Report any
hazardous material spills, il-
legal dumping, or suspicious
activity to local or state au-
thorities.

Click here to learn
more about how water is
treated and how it makes it
to your tap.
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Letter to the Editor

Opinion

Kenley: Noblesville Schools
referendum is about local
decision making among voters

Dear Editor:

Noblesville Schools, under the lead-
ership of the School Board and the
school administration, have prepared for
two years to determine what they need in
terms of the referendum renewal. They
have examined every area of expense,
and have made cuts amounting to more
than $2 million in terms of administra-
tive salary expenses alone.

Despite a careful and thorough ef-
fort to reduce costs, they have, in pub-
lic meetings supported by district-wide
informational meetings, determined that
they must ask the taxpayers to support
the current ballot initiative.

The State of Indiana supports a large
share of public education for all school
districts, but they leave the final decision
up to the discretion of each school dis-
trict to determine what levels of spending

they want to make for the education of
their children in their own community.
Property taxes are controlled by local
elected officials, decision makers, and
citizens. Noblesville has an enviable re-
cord of preparing our young people to be
able to succeed in their future.

I am proud of Noblesville’s com-
mitment to education and consider it
to be one of the most important uses
of tax dollars. Other communities may
make different decisions, but this is true
local decision making in Indiana, and
even though I no longer have children
of school age, I am willing to pay my
fair share.

I hope you will join me in that deci-
sion and vote for the referendum on the
ballot this November.

Luke Kenley

Noblesville

Letter to the Editor

Noblesville grad & current teacher

explains her ‘Yes’

Dear Editor:

I'have spent over half of my life inside
Noblesville Schools. First, as a student,
and now I have the privilege of being a
Noblesville Schools teacher.

Noblesville Schools played a huge
role in shaping me into who I am today.
Now I get to watch our schools shape the
next generation every single day.

That is why this upcoming referen-
dum means so much to me.

When people hear the word “referen-
dum,” they may immediately think about
taxes and money. But as a teacher, when
I hear “referendum,” I don’t think about a
number. [ think about my students. I think
about my coworkers.

I think about the student who needs a
little extra help understanding a lesson. |
think about the student who needs some-
one to check in on them when they are
having a difficult day. I think about the
importance of having manageable class
sizes so teachers can give all of their stu-
dents the attention that they deserve.

I think about the teachers who spend
hours planning lessons, grading papers, and
answering emails. I think about the teach-
ers who find any way to reach and support
all of their students. I think about the teach-

Letter to the Editor

referendum vote

ers who put their personal lives on the back
burner to be there for their students.

I think about what it takes to make
school a place where children feel safe,
supported, challenged, and cared for. This
referendum helps support academic pro-
gramming, mental health services, school
safety, appropriate class sizes, and the re-
cruitment and retention of teachers. Those
aren’t abstract things to me.

Those are my students. Those are my
coworkers. That is my classroom.

I became a teacher because I believe
children deserve teachers who have the
time, resources, and support to do their jobs
well. I believe every student in Nobles-
ville should be able to have the resources
I had as a student, and that students in our
community have had since 2010. I believe
teachers deserve to work in a community
that continues to value what they do.

When it comes down to it, this is
much simpler than a complicated ballot
question.

Do you support our students? Do you
support our teachers?

I do. That’s why I will be voting yes
for the Noblesville Referendum.

Mya Crosser

Noblesville Schools Class of 2020

‘No’ vote on Noblesville Schools
referendum will drive teachers away

Dear Editor:

Do we want strong public schools or
not? I stand on the side of public educa-
tion and the kids of Noblesville.

There are serious funding issues for
public schools in the state of Indiana as
evidenced by five of the six school sys-
tems in Hamilton County placing referen-
dums on the ballot on Nov. 3.

Specifically, in Noblesville, a refer-
endum is expiring which the community
voted for eight years ago. That referendum
was passed due at least in part to the trag-
ic shooting at Noblesville West Middle
School on May 25, 2018. That referendum
addressed a need for enhanced security
at all Noblesville Schools, mental health
initiatives for both students and staff, and
increased teacher pay. The money from
the referendum even helped Noblesville
Schools provide assistance to students
with food and housing insecurities.

The 2026 referendum is only asking to
continue the current programs and services
that the 2018 referendum made possible.
For a typical Noblesville home valued at
$350,000, the increase in property taxes
will be about a dollar a month or about
$12.62 a year over what is currently paid.

For the opponents that say we are just
throwing money at the same old problem,
I really don’t see the problem. Noblesville
Schools is nationally recognized in STEM
(science, technology, engineering, math)
and music education. Noblesville Schools
has a 99 percent graduation rate and ranks
in the top 5 to 10 percent in standardized
testing scores. Noblesville has a record
number of AP scholars, National Merit
Finalists, and Lilly Scholars who earned
over $6 million in scholarships in 2026.

The amount of misinformation, mis-
understanding and conspiracy theories on
social media is astounding. The new ref-

erendum, if passed, will raise the amount
paid to Noblesville Schools on your prop-
erty tax bill by about a dollar a month. For
2027, it raises the rate from 37 cents to 38.5
cents. It is miniscule — a very small price to
pay for what the community gets in return.

Many opponents believe a NO vote
would just keep the funding to Nobles-
ville Schools at current levels. Nothing
could be further from the truth.

A NO vote would be a devastating
blow to Noblesville Schools and our
community. It would take away 20 per-
cent of the annual budget. It would take
away $25 million. As many as 140 teach-
ers may lose their jobs. Every single stu-
dent of the 10,000 who attend Noblesville
Schools would be negatively affected.

Noblesville Schools has a 93.17 per-
cent teacher retention rate. Vote NO and
our best and most experienced teachers
will leave in droves for better paying jobs
at Carmel, Hamilton Southeastern, and
Westfield.

Dr. Hile and the Noblesville School
Board have been completely transpar-
ent from the beginning. Go to Nobles-
villeSchools.org and watch Dr. Hile’s vid-
eo regarding the referendum. Pull down
the menu to find it. It is clear and concise.

Also, please consider the Indiana State
Legislature is sitting on nearly six billion
unused dollars of your tax money. I urge
you to contact your state legislators and
tell them to fully fund public education.

For about a dollar a month, Nobles-
ville Schools can continue the excellence
it has shown the last decade. Vote YES
for the sake of every student and our en-
tire community.

I stand on the side of public education
and the kids of Noblesville.

Tony Oilar

Noblesville

The Cicero Street and Utilities Department has a

full-time position opening for a Labor-Class |, Il, llI.
The position will be responsible for a variety of duties involved
with operating, repairing/maintaining the street, potable water and
wastewater operations and facilities according to applicable rules,
regulations and laws for the Town of Cicero. For a full job description,
please visit the Town of Cicero’s website at www.ciceroin.org and
click on the Government tab followed by the Job Opportunities tab.
From here you will also be able to access the Town’s application,
which will be required.

Applications will be accepted through October 9, 2026.
Please send application,
along with any other pertinent documents to
Terry Cooper,

1159 Stringtown Pike, PO Box 391,

Cicero, IN 46034

or tcooper@townofcicero.in.gov

Edward Jones

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD rates

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

4.15% "

6-Month

o/ APY*
9-Month 4020 /0

o/ APY*
1-Year 40 25 A

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Zachary Rinehart
Financial Advisor

120 W Jackson

P OBox 916
Cicero, IN 46034
317-606-4296

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/17/26. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of The Reporter, its publisher

or its staff. You can submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your phone number and city
of residence. The Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

HERITAGE RAILROAD

2 ESTD

HOLIDAY LIGHT
RAILBIKES

NOVEMBER 14-JANUARY 2

BIKE THE RAILS FROM FOREST PARK
TO DOWNTOWN NOBLESVILLE



https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides/
https://www.ciceroin.org/
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/zach-rinehart
https://www.noblesvilleschools.org/
https://www.noblesvilleschools.org/
https://readthereporter.com
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L.ocal Democrats to
hold rally in Fishers

The REPORTER

The Hamilton County
Democratic Party will hold
a rally and community
gathering at 6 p.m. Thurs-
day, Oct. 1, at the Delaware
Township Community
Center, 9094 E. 131st St.,
Fishers.

The event will bring to-
gether Democratic voters,
candidates, and community
members to meet the candi-
dates, socialize, and gear up
for the upcoming election
season. Attendees are wel-
come to bring their friends,
and rally behind their Dem-
ocratic candidates to get out
the vote.

Letter to the Editor

This is an opportuni-
ty for Democrats across
Hamilton County to unite,
chat with candidates direct-
ly, and socialize with their
neighbors. Members of the
media are welcome to at-
tend and cover the event.

This event is hosted by
State Senators Fady Qad-
doura and Andrea Hunley to
officially kick-off Get Out
the Vote Canvassing in Ham-
ilton County. You can also
meet candidates, including
U.S. House candidate J.D.
Ford, State Treasurer can-
didate Coumba Kebe, and
State Representative Victo-
ria Garcia Wilburn.

Retired HSE educator urges
you to support referendum

Dear Editor:

I support the HSE Schools referendum and hope
that you will join me in your support.

I recently retired from HSE Schools after decades of
service. Last year, employees received no raise. Since
I took the district’s health insurance, I took home less
money than the year before due to increased insurance
costs. HSE competes with area schools to attract the
best and brightest to teach and work in our schools.
Passage of this referendum could help HSE to maintain
world-class schools with dedicated employees to help

our district’s children.

The district offers a wide range of programs to help
students succeed. Without referendum dollars, some of
those programs could be cut to continue to save money.
Of course, personnel is the most expensive line item in

the Education Fund budget.

Please join me and vote YES on election day or
before to help maintain HSE Schools’ commitment to

excellence.

Janet K. Chandler, J.D.

Fishers

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can
submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter
will publish one letter per person per week.

Letter guidelines
this election season

With the approach of the Nov. 3 General Election,
the Hamilton County Reporter is establishing some
Letters to the Editor guidelines to keep things fair and

balanced.

Letters addressing
new topics about the
upcoming election or
the policies of individ-
ual candidates will be
accepted until the end
of the business day on
Thursday, Oct. 22, and
will be published on
Friday, Oct. 23.

Letters
“# to the Editor

Letters in response to new topics published in our
Oct. 23 edition will be accepted until Tuesday, Oct. 27,
and will be published in our Wednesday, Oct. 28 edition.

These deadlines will give candidates and their sup-
porters the opportunity to reply to letters addressing

new topics.

Straight letters of endorsement will be accepted until
Thursday, Oct. 29, and will publish on Friday, Oct. 30.

The Reporter will not publish Letters to the Editor
containing personal attacks. Click here to read The Re-
porter s policy on attack ads and Letters to the Editor.

Please send your letters to
News@ReadTheReporter.com.
Letters to the Editor do not represent
the opinions of The Reporter or our staff.

News & Opinion

Letter to the Editor

Why I support Noblesville Schools

Dear Editor:

I don’t like taxes.

As a fiscally conservative Re-
publican, I believe government has
an obligation to be disciplined with
every dollar it receives. Taxes should
never be taken lightly, and taxpayers
deserve to know exactly what they’re
being asked to support.

That’s why I took a hard look at
the Noblesville Schools referendum
that will appear on the Nov. 3 ballot.

And I support it.

I support it not just as the mayor
of Noblesville, but as someone who
grew up here, benefited personally
from the schools, and whose children
now attend Noblesville Schools.

I attended Noblesville Schools
from Hinkle Creek Elementary
through Noblesville High School.
Some of my best memories are from
those years. More importantly, the
teachers who invested in me helped
shape my life and my career.

I know firsthand what a strong
school system can mean to a kid.
As a child raised by a single mother,
also an educator, I know the signif-
icant impact educators have on stu-
dents and their families.

I also know what it means to a
community.

As mayor, I regularly talk with
businesses considering Noblesville.

One of the first questions they ask is
simple: “How are the schools?”

They ask because schools matter
to economic development. Business-
es want to locate where their em-
ployees want to live. Families con-
sider schools when deciding where
to put down roots. Strong schools
help make Noblesville an attractive
place to live, work, and invest.

My perspective on education
isn’t shaped only by being a gradu-
ate. | was raised by a public educator,
I married a public educator, and I’'m
a father of four kids who go to No-
blesville Schools. I’ve seen up close
the commitment educators make to
our community and our children.

This referendum isn’t about
building a new stadium or school
building. According to Noblesville
Schools, the proposal would con-
tinue existing operating funding
that supports teachers, academic
programs, career and technical edu-
cation, school safety, mental-health
services, and other student programs.
The current referendum represents
about 20 percent of the district’s op-
erating funding.

I also wanted to understand what
it means for taxpayers.

So I used the district’s calcula-
tor myself. For my household, the
projected increase came to 47 cents

per month.

Every taxpayer should run the
numbers for their own property and
make their own judgment. The dis-
trict’s current estimate for a $350,000
Noblesville home is an average in-
crease of approximately $1.88 per
month over the eight-year period.

For me, this comes down to a
simple question: What are we will-
ing to invest in the community that
we want Noblesville to be?

I don’t believe fiscal conserva-
tism means saying no to every ex-
penditure. I believe it means asking
whether the investment has value.

I know the value of Noblesville
Schools because I lived it.

The teachers who encouraged
me. The education I received. The
friendships and memories I made.
The foundation that helped lead me
to where I am today, and that now
leads my children.

As mayor, | see every day how
much strong schools contribute to
the community we are building.

Noblesville gave me a great start.

I want to make sure the next gen-
eration has that same opportunity.

That’s why I support the Nobles-
ville Schools referendum on Nov. 3.

Chris Jensen

Noblesville Mayor, Resident &

Noblesville Schools Parent

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can
submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

Withholding bail from Indiana’s most dangerous suspects

Seeing elect-
ed officials work
together on an
issue seems less
common today;
however, at the
Statehouse bipar-
tisanship is quite
common.  Since

GUEST COLUMNIST

must weigh in at
the ballot box.
During the up-
coming  general
election, Hoosiers
will see Public
Question 1 on
their ballot, which
will ask voters

2023 Republicans | SCOTTBALDWIN | whether Indiana’s
and  Democrats State Senator judges should be

at the Statehouse
have worked together and
overwhelmingly supported
Senate Joint Resolution 1,
which is a state constitution-
al amendment that would
allow judges the ability to
withhold bail from violent
offenders.

Before an amendment
can officially be part of
our constitution, Hoosiers

given the tool of
denying bail from violent
offenders who are likely to
harm the community or a
specific person if released
from jail.

Currently, Indiana’s
judges have had their hands
tied since bail can only
be withheld if a suspect
is charged with murder or
treason. If a majority of

Hoosiers approve Public
Question 1, judges will be
able to withhold bail if pros-
ecutors can prove to them
that the suspect poses a risk
to a person or the commu-
nity, another release option
fails to ensure safety, and
the evidence against the
suspect is strong enough to
presume the suspect’s guilt.
To prevent the erosion
of a suspect’s rights, I sup-
ported Senate Enrolled Act
2, which ensures a suspect
has the right to a speedy bail
trial, an attorney, a written
bail determination from the
judge, and an opportunity to
appeal their bail decision.
Hamilton County is con-
tinuously ranked among the
safest places to live in the

nation. As Hoosiers contin-
ue to see crime creep into
Hamilton County, law en-
forcement can only do so
much to halt the revolving
door of crime. This Novem-
ber, Indiana has the oppor-
tunity to join more than 30
states in the nation in de-
nying bail from the worst
of the worst and ending the
revolving door of crime that
threatens to undermine the
safety that has made Ham-
ilton County a great place to
live, work and play.

State Sen. Scott Bald-
win (R-Noblesville)  rep-
resents Senate District
20, which includes Nobles-
ville, Carmel, Cicero and
unincorporated —areas of
Hamilton County.

Sen. Banks introduces bipartisan bill to improve Veterans’
access to high-cost prescription medication in state homes

Submitted by Office of
U.S. Senator Jim Banks

On Monday, Sept. 28,
U.S. Senator Jim Banks
(R-Ind.) and Angus King
(I-Maine) introduced bi-
partisan legislation to im-
prove access to high-cost
prescription drugs for veter-
ans living in state veterans’
homes.

The Providing Veterans
Essential Medications Act
would require the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs
(VA) to reimburse state vet-
erans’ homes for high-cost
medications or provide the
drugs directly. Currently,
VA only provides a limited
per diem rate to cover drug
costs, which is often insuf-
ficient.

“State veter-
ans’ homes should
never have to turn
away elderly and
disabled veterans
because lifesav-
ing medications
are too expen-
sive,” Sen. Banks
said. “This bipar-
tisan bill will help
states cover those costs and
expedite care for our na-
tion’s heroes.”

Key provisions
of the bill

* Requires the VA to
reimburse state veterans’
homes for prescription med-
ications that cost more than
the 8.5 pecent applicable VA
per diem rate.

* Allows the VA to pro-

difference
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my home?
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someone who wants to buy
my home?
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vide
medications
rectly to state
veterans’ homes
as an alternative
reimbursement.

* Gives state
veterans’ homes
the same type of
support that the
VA already pro-
vides to many private con-
tract nursing homes.

* Helps prevent elderly
and severely disabled vet-
erans from being denied
admission or discharged be-
cause of the cost of lifesav-
ing medications.

“Veterans have earned
the peace of mind that
comes with reliable, af-
fordable access to the
medications they depend
on,” Indiana Department
of Veterans’ Affairs Direc-
tor Jake Adams said. “The
Providing Veterans Essen-
tial Medications Act rein-
forces that commitment
by ensuring state veterans’
homes have the resources

high-cost
di-

necessary to supply high-
cost medications — allow-
ing them to serve more vet-
erans who need specialized
care.”
Background

The VA covers high-cost
medications for eligible vet-
erans living in VA communi-
ty living centers and private
contract nursing homes.
However, veterans living in
state veterans’ homes do not
receive the same coverage.
Instead, they receive a daily
per diem from the VA and are
expected to use that payment
to cover all necessary care,
including prescription med-
ications. Some lifesaving
medications, including che-
motherapy and cutting-edge
cancer treatments, can cost as
much as $20,000 per month
— far exceeding the VA’s dai-
ly payment. As a result, state
veterans’ home may struggle
to absorb the costs, deny ad-
mission to severely disabled
veterans, or discharge resi-
dents whose medications be-
come too expensive.
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Remember Woodstock? Tipton does!

The Hippie Fest came to the Tipton County 4-H Fairgrounds last Saturday, Sept. 26, and Sunday, Sept. 27.
Hippie Fest is a family-friendly music and arts festival for people of all ages. A grassroots organization is at
the center of the festival with a mission to create unifying experiences that celebrate peace, love, and nostalgia.
Attendees enjoyed hippie tribute bands, acres of bohemian vendor booths, a vintage hippie car show, delicious
munchies, drum circles, DIY tie-dye, far-out sideshow performers, and thousands of free-spirited guests.
Learn more about the traveling peace-and-love celebration at HippieFest.org. (Reporter photos by Bill Miller)
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Historical tuckpointing
Foundation repair & replacement
All things masonry

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks & Recreatlon'
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events. 3
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myhamiltoncountyparks.com « 317-770-4400
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(317) 750-1204
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Wendy Stevens cra, CcGMA, MSA
Certified Business Advisor

Phone | 317.281.9063 = Fax 1 317.219.0510
wendy.stevens@wstevenscpa.com
52 South 9th Street, Suite 3 » Noblesville, IN 46060
www.wstevenscpa.com

W, Stevens LLP DEA Noble Busness Adviscrs

3150 E. SR 32
Westfield

Hello,,

Hamilton

Thanks for reading
The REPORTER!

For more news, visit
ReadTheReporter.com

VWanda
Lyons

(317) 345-3960

LYONS REALTY

News

Cinzah

Arevalo

Foster

Conway

Kaul

McNeal, Jr.

Gomez-Posada

Podniestrazanski

11 men charged in online chatroom
child predator sting in Hamilton County

By MICHAELA SPRINGER
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Eleven men found
themselves behind bars af-
ter being arrested as part of
a central Indiana-wide on-
line chatroom child preda-
tor sting.

The Hamilton County
Internet Crimes Against
Children Metro Task Force
announced the arrests Tues-
day.

Task force investigators,
along with officers from
the Greenwood, Westfield,
and Lebanon police depart-
ments, took the men into
custody during a three-day
sting Sept. 22 to 24.

Police say the men had
driven to the Westfield area
to meet with whom they
thought were young girls
“for the sole purpose of
having sex with those chil-
dren.”

But when the men ar-
rived, they were met by
undercover police officers.
“With digital evidence as
well as admissions by the

suspects, it was unmistak-
able that these men were at
the location with the intent to
sexually abuse children,” the
task force said in a release.

Below are the names of
the suspects and their pre-
liminary charges:

¢ Ricardo Flores, 43,
Indianapolis: One count of
child solicitation, one count
of sexual misconduct with a
minor, and three counts of
dissemination of harmful
material to minors.

e Lucky Udoudo, 30,
Carmel: One count of child
solicitation and one count
of sexual misconduct with
a minor.

 El Hadji Babacar
Ndiaye, 26, Indianapolis:
One count of child solicita-
tion.

* Sean Conway, 28,
Westfield: One count of
child solicitation.

e David Gomez-Posa-
da, 21, Irving, Texas: One
count of child solicitation.

e Simon Cinzah, 31,
Indianapolis: One count
of sexual misconduct with

a minor and one count of
child solicitation.

¢ Homero Arevalo, 41,
Logansport: One count of
child solicitation.

e Darian Foster, 25, In-
dianapolis: One count of
child solicitation.

¢ Arvind Kaul, 49, Car-
mel: One count of child so-
licitation.

e Jermas McNeal Jr.,
36, Indianapolis: One
count of child solicitation
and one count of resisting
law enforcement.

e  Michael Podnies-
trazanski, 38, Indianapo-
lis: One count of child solic-
itation.

The 11 men were listed
as inmates in the Hamilton
County jail as of Tuesday
morning. Investigators say
the Hamilton County Pros-
ecutor’s Office may file
additional charges where
needed.

Help is available for vic-
tims of domestic violence,
child abuse, and sexual
assault. Below is a list of
suggested resources, both

national and local:
¢ National Domestic

Violence Hotline: 800-
799-7233 or text START to
88788

¢ National Domestic
Violence Hotline en es-
pafiol: 800-799-7233 o tex-
to “START” al 88788

e Indiana Coalition
Against Domestic  Vi-
olence: 24-hour hotline
available at 800-332-7385

¢ Indiana Coalition to
End Sexual Assault and
Human Trafficking

¢ National Center for
Missing & Exploited Chil-
dren

e Firefly Children &
Family Alliance

* La Plaza Indy

¢ The Julian Center

¢ Indiana Child Abuse
Hotline: 800-800-5556

¢ National Sexual As-
sault Hotline: 800-656-
4673

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV
at  wishtv.com/news/elev-
en-men-arrested-child-so-
licitation.

Gregory Hancock Dance Theatre’s
Salem to feature original score by Seager

Submitted

With Gregory Hancock
Dance Theatre’s (GHDT)
theme of “Art in Motion”
and also wanting to uplift
and support local artists, mu-
sicians, and artisans, GHDT
will feature original and spe-
cially commissioned scores
alongside its own work.

GHDT is delighted to
collaborate with emerging
artist Seager for the cre-
ation of the music for Salem:
This Time the Witch Hunt is
Trending. The production
will stage at 7 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 23, and 5 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 24, at The Tarkington in
Carmel.

This new gothic ballet
features an expanded cast
with an exciting collabo-
ration of GHDT and The
Indianapolis Ballet Profes-
sional Training Program
dancers. This one-act bal-
let takes place in a gothic
American future, where a
rigid order watches every
move — where conformity
is rewarded and whispers
of bewitchment take the
place of individuality and

free thought, often leading
to execution. In a world that
is dominated by control, one
young woman has the cour-
age to raise her head and
stare domination in the face.
When all of the power, re-
sources, and control lies in
too few hands, can anyone
ever truly live?

Salem is a cautionary tale
of over-regulation and pow-
er unchecked, stocked with
stark visuals, fantastic light-
ing, and amazing dancing.

Additionally, Seager will
release the Salem Soundtrack
on major streaming services
starting Oct. 1. Audiences
will have an opportunity to
hear the original soundtrack
before the concert.

Get your tickets to
see Salem at TheCenter-
Presents.org or by calling
the Box Office at (317) 843-
3800.

Salem Concert Part-
ner Dr. Anita Joshi and Dr.
Arun Jain

About the composer

for “Salem”

Seager is an artist,
composer, and sound de-

GREGORY HANCOCK

DANCE THEATRE

signer, originally
from  Northern
Illinois, who be-
gan creating mu-
sic through hip
hop production.
While earning a
B.A. in Sound for
the Performing
Arts from Pur-
due University,
Seager collabo-
rated with Purdue
Contemporary
Dance Company
to create several
scores for origi-
nal works, devel-
oping a passion
for creating mu-
sic that enhances
movement  and
storytelling. Seager has
also composed for several
short films, including A/ba-
tross by Stella Brewer-Var-
tanian, and Rick Broadwa-
ter: Private Eye by Eric
Haworth.

Outside of the perform-
ing arts, Seager writes, pro-
duces, and engineers mu-
sic, with releases including
the EPs Bittersweet and My
Tears Have Consequences.
Upcoming works include
a debut full-length album,
Songs From The Motel
Swimming Pool, and origi-
nal sound design for Elgin
Community College’s pro-
duction of The Man Who
Came To Dinner.

About the composer

for “Ophelia”

Also on the bill is the
world premiere of Ophelia.
Based on the doomed char-
acter from Shakespeare’s
Hamlet, this piece uses
original music by Cory
Gabel and brings back a
time-tested collaboration
of Gabel’s music and Han-
cock’s choreography and
artistic impulses. Ophelia
takes the audience on a
journey of madness and
lush beauty. A story that
reflects tragedy, rejection,
and the sadness and des-
olation that possesses this
character in a tour de force
of stunning dance. Another

Gabel

world premiere
that pairs the
choreographic
story-telling tal-
ents of Hancock
and a compelling
score by Com-
poser, Cory Ga-
bel.

From his
early days as
an  indie-band
frontman in Los
Angeles, Ga-
bel has evolved
from pianist to
producer, from
songwriter to sto-
ryteller, carving
a path through
instrumental al-
bums and mod-
ern dance scores, including
the acclaimed The Casket
Girls and the groundbreak-
ing Antony & Cleopatra,
along with collaborations
across film and theater. His
music fuses the dynamic
edge of alternate rock with
the atmospheric sensibili-
ties of minimalist and cine-
matic composition.

Gabel also brings a
bold twist to the acoustic
stage, blending guitar and
piano with a voice rooted
in the edge of post-mod-
ern rock and the spirit of
the “80s, ‘90s, and beyond.
Gabel’s sets move between
originals and reimagined
covers from artists like
U2, The Cure, Radiohead,
Sinecad O’Connor, Pearl
Jam, and Foo Fighters, cre-
ating a performance that’s
both raw and resonant.

Collaboratively,  Ga-
bel and Hancock make a
dynamic team. Bringing
ideas and scenarios to one
another; consulting and
creating on storyline ideas
and breakdowns, character
arcs, concepts and more;
the duo have worked to-
gether to create some
of GHDT’s most iconic
works in recent history.

Ophelia will premiere
in the GHDT season open-
er, Oct. 23 and 24, at The
Tarkington.
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News

Hamilton County firefighters

Submitted

The Hamilton County Pro-
fessional Fire Fighters have en-
dorsed Mark F. Hall for re-elec-
tion to the Hamilton County
Council in the upcoming gen-
eral election, citing his consis-
tent support for first-responders

during his first term.
The organization

stated,
“The constituents of Hamilton

County will be well served by
having Hall remain in office.”
Hall added that he has con-
sistently made public safety his
top priority. The endorsement
comes as Hamilton County
continues rapid growth and
rising demand on public safety
agencies. Hall is seeking anoth-
er term on the council this No-

vember.

State Bank welcomes Justin Quick
as Commercial Banker in Carmel

Submitted

State Bank announces
the addition of Justin Quick
as Vice President/Commer-
cial Banker based in the
Bank's Carmel office.

In this role, Quick will
focus on building relation-
ships with local businesses,
providing customized lend-
ing and treasury manage-
ment solutions, and helping
business owners achieve
their financial goals.

Quick joins State Bank
with an extensive back-
ground in leadership, re-
lationship management,
project management, and
stakeholder engagement. A
longtime educator and lead-
er in the Hamilton County
community, he most recent-
ly served at Carmel High
School, where he taught Ad-
vanced Placement courses
and held numerous leader-
ship responsibilities, includ-
ing Social Studies Depart-
ment Chair. Throughout his
career, Quick has demon-
strated a passion for help-
ing individuals succeed,
building strong teams, and
fostering meaningful com-
munity connections.

Quick holds a Master
of Business Administra-

tion from Indiana
University and a
Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Education
from Indiana Uni-
versity. He also
maintains Indiana
Life and Health
Insurance licenses
and has earned the
Securities Indus-
try Essentials (SIE), Series
7, and Series 66 licenses.
“Justin's  commitment
to serving others, his lead-
ership experience, and his
deep roots in the Carmel
community make him a
tremendous addition to our
team,” said Andy Pinegar,
SVP and Market President
for Hamilton and Madison
Counties. “He has built a
career centered on listen-
ing, understanding needs,
and helping people suc-
ceed. Those qualities align
perfectly with State Bank's
relationship-focused  ap-
proach to banking, and we
are excited to welcome him
to the organization.”
Quick's experience
working with students, fam-
ilies, administrators, and
community stakeholders has
equipped him with a unique
perspective and a strong

Quick

foundation for
serving local busi-
ness owners. His
ability to build
trust, communi-
cate effectively,
and develop long-
term relationships
will be instru-
mental in support-
ing the growth
and success of businesses
throughout Central Indiana.

“lamexcited to join State
Bank and continue serving
the Carmel community in a
new capacity,” Quick said.
“State Bank's commitment
to personal service, local
decision-making, and com-
munity involvement is what
drew me to the organization.
I look forward to partnering
with local business owners
and helping them achieve
their goals.”

State Bank has proudly
served communities since
1910, delivering personal-
ized financial solutions to
individuals, families, and
businesses. Through local
expertise and a commitment
to exceptional customer ser-
vice, State Bank continues
to help communities grow
and thrive. To learn more,
visit StateBank1910.bank.

National Federation of Independent Business
endorses Danny Lopez for Indiana House

Submitted

The National Federation
of Independent Business
(NFIB), the nation’s leading
small business advocacy
organization, has endorsed
Danny Lopez from its
NFIB’s Indiana PAC in his
reelection campaign for the
Indiana House of Represen-
tatives.

“Danny Lopez has
demonstrated through his
100-percent NFIB voting
record that he is a consistent
advocate for Indiana’s small
businesses,” NFIB Indiana
State Director Natalie Car-
roll said. “NFIB is proud to
endorse him for reelection
and appreciates his com-
mitment to the hardworking
Hoosiers who own, operate,
and grow small businesses
cross our state.”

The NFIB is the voice of
thousands of small and inde-

pendent business-
es,  advocating
for their priorities
and perspectives.

These small
business owners
represent  every

industry and em-
ploy Hoosiers in
every community
in our state.

“The NFIB is a power-
ful advocate for the needs
of small business owners
all across Indiana, and I am
proud to have earned their
support again this elec-
tion,” Lopez said. “We have
real work to do to open up
more opportunities for main
street businesses, and I am
excited to continue part-
nering with NFIB to build
upon the momentum we
have already generated.”

The NFIB joins a num-
ber of local and statewide

organizations that
have  endorsed
Lopez’s reelec-
tion campaign,
including cam-
paign  co-chairs
Carmel Mayor
Sue Finkam and
Westfield Mayor
Scott Willis, the
Indiana Chamber
of Commerce, the Indiana
Association of Realtors,
the OneZone Chamber
of Commerce, the Indy
Chamber of Commerce,
the Carmel Fraternal Order
of Police, the Indiana Fra-
ternal Order of Police, the
Indiana State Police Alli-
ance, the Professional Fire-
fights Union of Indiana,
the Indiana Farm Bureau,
and more.

Learn more about Dan-
ny and join his campaign at
LopezForIndiana.com.

ADLER
attorneys

CONTACT US

136 SOUTH 9TH STREET
SUITE 400
NOBLESVILLE, IN 46060
317-773-1974

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE
at the Historic Adler Building.
Contact Kim Watson at
317-773-1974 for details.

o ———— ——

1010 WEST 8TH STREET
SUITE 5
ANDERSON, IN 46016
765-642-2080
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Tara Anker promoted to
endorse Hall for County Council paytner at Michael Graves

Submitted

Michael Graves, an
award-winning architecture
and design firm, announces
the promotion of Tara Ank-
er, AIA, to Partner in its No-
blesville studio.

“Tara has been an im-
portant part of our team
for the past decade, bring-
ing strong design instincts,
technical expertise and
thoughtful leadership to
every project,” said Darren
Peterson, AIA, Managing
Principal of the Noblesville
studio. “She has earned the
trust of her colleagues and
clients alike, and we look
forward to the impact she
will continue to make as a
leader of the firm.”

Anker joined Peterson
Architecture, now part of
Michael Graves, in 2016
as an architectural designer
and project manager. She
began her career in interi-
or design before pursuing

architecture, giv-
ing her a valu-
able perspective
on how buildings
function and how
people  experi-
ence the spaces
within them. She
became a regis-
tered architect in
Indiana  shortly
after joining the firm and
has continued to take on in-
creasing leadership respon-
sibilities within the Nobles-
ville studio.

Before joining Peterson
Architecture, Anker worked
with several architecture and
design firms in Chicago and
Massachusetts. She earned
a Bachelor of Science in
Interior Design, magna cum
laude, from Endicott Col-
lege and a Master of Archi-
tecture with an emphasis in
Interior Architecture from
the School of the Art Insti-
tute of Chicago. She is also

affiliated with the
National Council
of  Architectur-
al  Registration
Boards.
About

Michael Graves

Founded in
1964 by AIA Gold
Medalist Michael
Graves, Michael
Graves is a multidisciplinary
architecture and design firm
serving clients worldwide.
The firm provides architec-
ture, interior design, prod-
uct design, master planning,
graphics and branding,
design strategy, feasibili-
ty studies and research. Its
clients range from global
companies and emerging
businesses to government,
cultural, educational, and
healthcare institutions, real
estate developers, retail-
ers and homeowners. For
more information, visit
michaelgraves.com.

BIFETIME LEGACY LAWYERS

Poclcast

https://lifetimelegacylawyers.com

CLICK TO LISTEN

SEP 18-0CT 4
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Search for HCTV1
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Wed Sept 30 - Volleyball and Soccer
Cathedral vs Noblesville | Junior Varsity Volleyball | HCTV Sports

Franklin Central vs Fishers | JV Boys Soccer | Fishers Sports Network
Franklin Central vs Noblesville | JV Girls Soccer | HCTV Sports
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7:30 pm Guerin vs Fishers | Varsity Girls Soccer| Fishers Sports Network
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On your Amazon Fire TV or Device
* Search for Hamilton County TV
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Obituary

Meeting Notices

TriCo Regional Sewer Utility
will hold a Capital and Construc-
tion Committee meeting at 4:30
p.m. Monday, Oct. 5, 2026, at 7236
Mayflower Park Drive, Zionsville.

The Carmel Police Department
Merit Board will meet in an exec-
utive session at 2 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 8, 2026, pursuant to IC 5-14-
1.5-6.1(b)(5) To receive informa-
tion about prospective employees;
and IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(9) To dis-
cuss a job performance evaluation
of individual employees.

The Board will hold a regular
meeting at 2:10 p.m. or immedi-
ately after the executive session,
whichever is later, in the Support
Conference Room at Carmel Po-
lice Headquarters, 1000 S. Range
Line Road.

The Atlanta Town Council will
meet in an executive session at 6
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 8, 2026, pur-
suant to IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(9) To
discuss a job performance eval-
uation of individual employees.
This subdivision does not apply
to a discussion of the salary, com-
pensation, or benefits of employ-

ees during a budget process.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under
1.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door
Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

— WESTFIELD —

NOTICE OF INTENT

Wawa, Inc (260 W. Baltimore Pike, Wawa PA 19063) is submitting a Notice of
Intent to the Indiana Department of Environment Management of our intent to
comply with the requirements of the Construction Stormwater General Permit to
discharge stormwater from construction activities associated with Wawa located at
the southeast corner of E 191st Street and Chad Hittle Drive, Westfield, IN 46074.
Runoff from the project site will discharge to an existing regional detention basin.
Please direct questions to Patrick Moone at patrick.moone@wawa.com.

R8738 9/30/26, 10/5/26
— HSHERS —

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - CONFIRMATORY RESOLUTION
ESTABLISHING ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA - 11100 USA
PARKWAY, FISHERS, INDIANA
The City of Fishers, Hamilton County, Indiana (“City”), hereby provides

NOTICE that the City’s Common Council (“Council”), at its September 21, 2026
meeting, approved R092126A - Request to Approve Declaratory Resolution
designating certain property as an Economic Revitalization Area And Authorizing
Personal And Real Property Tax Abatements - 11100 USA Parkway, Fishers,
Indiana 46038 (“ERA”). Pursuant to Ind. Code §§ 6-1.1-12.1-2.5 and 5-3-1 et.
seq., the City hereby provides notice that on October 12, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.,
during its duly noticed and regularly scheduled meeting, the Council will hold
a hearing on the ERA designation and will receive and hear all remonstrances
and objections from interested persons. Following the hearing, the Council
will consider whether to adopt a confirmatory resolution to establish the ERA
and grant tax abatements to JD Sports (the Finish Line, Inc.). A depiction of
the affected area is available and can be inspected in the Office of the Hamilton
County Assessor.

R8739 9/30/26, 10/5/26

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries

The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families
for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday
also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask
that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at

\ ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

TODAY’S BIBLE READING

DRIVING OuT THE NATIONS

When the Lord your God brings you into the land
you are entering to possess and drives out before
you many nations—the Hittites, Girgashites,
Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and
Jebusites, seven nations larger and stronger than
you—and when the Lord your God has delivered
them over to you and you have defeated them, then
you must destroy them totally. Make no treaty with
them, and show them no mercy. Do not intermarry
with them. Do not give your daughters to their
sons or take their daughters for your sonms, for
they will turn your children away from following
me to serve other gods, and the Lord s anger will
burn against you and will quickly destroy you.
This is what you are to do to them: Break down
their altars, smash their sacred stones, cut down
their Asherah poles and burn their idols in the
fire. For you are a people holy to the Lord your
God. The Lord your God has chosen you out of
all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his

people, his treasured possession.
Deuteronomy 6:20-25 (NIV)
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Mary Margaret “Peggy” Heacox
November 9, 1924 — September 3, 2024

Two years gone, but never forgotten ...

MESA, Ariz. — Mary Margaret
“Peggy” O’donnell Heacox passed
away peacefully on September 3,
2024, two months shy of turning 100
years old. She was still living inde-
pendently. She was born to the Rev-
erend Dr. George Harvey O’donnell
and Viola Elma (Martini) O’donnell
in Rock, Mass., on November 9, 1924.
She was the youngest of four children.

Peggy was born at home and grew up in parsonages
in Franklin, N.H.; Aurora, Ind.; Louisville, Ky., and India-
napolis. A graduate of Shortridge High School, she played
in band and orchestra, and was also one of the first female
cheerleaders at Shortridge.

Peggy attended Butler University on an academic
scholarship and graduated with a teaching degree. Later
she returned to Butler and obtained her Master’s in Edu-
cation. Throughout her 40 years of teaching, she positive-
ly affected hundreds of young lives, including teaching at
the Indiana School for the Blind. Peggy Heacox ended her
career teaching Kindergarten and first grade for the Hamil-
ton Heights School Corporation in Arcadia, Ind., where her
skill and dedication were much appreciated.

On June 20, 1948 Peggy O’donnell married Richard
Orville Heacox, her husband for 61 years. Peggy made
homes for her family in Indianapolis, Carmel, and Arcadia,
and enjoyed almost 30 years of retirement living in Mesa,
Ariz. Her wisdom, kindness and love of learning were felt
by all who knew her: family, friends, neighbors, students,
and classmates.

Peggy Heacox had many interests. Softball and tennis.
Violin, piano and trombone. Gardening and observing na-
ture. Sewing and cooking. Reading mystery novels. Taking
care of her health. Cheering for the Chicago Cubs. A talent-
ed writer, she was a long-time member of the Poetry Soci-
ety of Indiana. Several of her poems won state-wide and
national awards. She often volunteered her artist abilities
often for community events and for several years painted
the oleo curtain for the Hamilton County Theater Guild.

She is survived by her children, Kevin Heacox of Indi-
anapolis and Kerry (Heacox) Winderman (husband John)
of Bloomington, Ind. Also surviving are step-grandchildren
Chris Carter, Chuck Carter, John Carter, and Beth (Carter)
Nifong, all of Utica, Ind.

She is preceded in death by her parents, her husband
Dick, her sister Ruth Eileen (O’donnell) Goodman and
step-daughter Donna Carter. Two brothers, George Jr. and
Ronald Kent, died at young ages. She is laid to rest next to
her husband at Clear Creek Cemetery in Bloomington, Ind.

Condolences: allencares.com
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20971 Shoreline

gated 2BR, 2BA Morse Lake
condo. Features include
fresh paint, new carpet,
boat slip, two garage spots,
storage, and stainless
kitchen. Luxury meets
convenience.
Listed at $299,900

“SPEAK
TO DEAK!”

PENDING

9919 FOUNTAIN

concept floor plan, new roof,
carpet, and remodeled primary
bath. Enjoy the versatile living

spaces, updated kitchen,
spacious fenced-in backyard,
and a heated golf

<% simulator garage!

’ Listed at $299,900

1685 Westfield Road, Noblesville
1150 Logan Street, Noblesville
12010 Allisonville Road, Fishers

Email
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Web Address
ReadTheReporter.com

Publisher Stu Clampitt
765-365-2316

Subscription Inquiries
Subscribe@ReadTheReporter.com
765-585-9519

Advertising & Public Notices
Ads@ReadTheReporter.com
765-365-2316

Mailing Address
136 S. 9th St., Suite 12
Noblesville, IN 46060

SO

18532 ORIENTAL

Unit 410 CoVE DRIVE OAK COURT Roap COURT
NOBLESVILLE INDIANAPOLIS NOBLESVILLE NOBLESVILLE CICERO
Enjoy low-maintenance This 3 bed, 2.5 bath beauty near Beautiful 4BR, 2BA 2 Own this charming 1.5-acre This desirable 3BR, 2BA
waterfront living in this Geist Reservoir offers an open half baths in Oakmont of country retreat! Features Cicero ranch on .44 acres

Noblesville. Situated on over
half an acre (.68) wooded lot
featuring a screened porch
and finished basement along
with a three car tandem
garage. This move-in ready
property awaits you.
Listed at $559,900

The Deakyne Team SpeakToDeak.com
REALTORS’

317.695.6032 JENNIFER | 317.439.3258 PEGGY

SOID!

18149 ATLANTIC

2,000+ sq ft, 4BR, 2BA, and
a new roof. Enjoy a cozy

fireplace, spacious kitchen,

and fenced yard. Perfectly
located near Hamilton
Town Center and I-69.

Won't last long!
Listed at $274,900

2513 SHERIDAN

features a remodeled kitchen

with quartz counters, wood-
burning fireplace, spacious
primary suite, and private,
wooded backyard with two
storage sheds. Lake access

and boat docks.
Listed at $339,900

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

When weather IS unpredictable, you can trust

Your Hometown Weatherman!
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