New Earth Festivall September 26-27

oJrd Atlanta New Earth Festival Interactive Learning! =\ r n
Come and be a part of this great event! Public Safety & Health Area sponsored by Christine Altman and |.U. Health ]
Sponsored by Gaylor Electric, Christine Altman, and Duke Energy 0“er 600 “endorsl

Free Entertainment & Kids Zone!
45 RPM Saturday and Living Proof Sunday
Stage sponsored by Hamilton County Commissioner Mark Heirbrandt

Unique arts, crafts, antiques, collectibles, and more!
Enjoy the farmers market and culinary delights
to tempt your palate!

TODAY’S WEATHER

Today: Patchy morning fog,
then partly sunny.
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Sheridan High School welcomes
eight foreign exchange students

Submitted by Sheridan
Community Schools

This semester, Sheridan
High School has the pleasure
of having eight foreign ex-
change students join the stu-
dent body: Aitana Fernandez
Perez, Sergio Agenjo Quiroz,
and Emma Jiminez Ollero from
Spain; Askild Lindquist from
Denmark; Ekaterina Kovaleva
from Russia; Kahn Chi Ho-
ang, Merve Koerner, and Nora
Kohler from Germany.

Each of these students has
been able to experience life as a
Blackhawk by taking the typical
classes and joining sports and
clubs at the school. Six of the
exchange students gave a sneak
peek into their life in Sheridan,
and how they have adapted to a
different environment.

Askild Lindquist from Den-
mark shared that he always
wanted to visit the United States
and experience high school here.
He shared that he is looking for-
ward to knowing more about
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himself through this experience.

Merve Koerner from Germa-
ny shared that she got interested in
enrolling in an exchange program

Photo provided by Sheridan Community Schools

because of her passion for travel-
ing and connecting with people
from different ways of life. She
is looking forward to the oppor-

tunities that will open for her and
gaining ideas for her future.

See Exchange . . . Page 2

Submitted by Hamilton
Southeastern Schools
Hamilton Southeastern
Schools presented its proposed
2027 budget to the Board of
School Trustees on

“We’ve spent a lot of time
over the past year looking at
where we can reduce costs and
operate more efficiently,” Su-
perintendent Dr. Matt Kegley
said. “That work is

2026 budget.

The advertised
2027 budget to-
tals approximately
$325.9 million with
a predicted budget of $323.9
million. It is common practice
to advertise the budget a little
higher than expected to protect
against unknown factors prior
to the final budget order. Ac-
cording to Assistant Superin-
tendent of Finance Tim Brown,
the decrease in this year’s pro-
posed budget reflects several
factors, including spending re-
ductions as identified through
the district’s Budget Task
Force, changes in revenue,
debt payments decreasing, and
the proposed replacement op-
erating referendum.

Submitted by Tipton
Community School Corp.
At Tipton Community
School Corporation’s (TCSC)
annual budget hearing on Sept.
22, Business Superintendent
Scott Jaworski shared an over-
view picture of the district’s
financial health and the pri-
orities guiding the 2027 bud-
get. He outlined how TCSC
funds instruction, operations,
transportation, and long—term
facility needs through five
state-defined funds (Educa-
tion, Operations, Debt Service,

Kegley

Wednesday, Sept. ™ making a difference.
23, outlining a ) We know there are
spending plan that = » | still financial chal-
is  approximately l.""’ Q -}/ lenges ahead, but
$15 million lower " | we’re  bringing  for-
than the district’s ward a budget that

is about $15 million
lower than last year
while keeping our fo-
cus on students and
the classroom.”

Work by the Budget Task
Force identified nearly $8 mil-
lion in projected savings that
helped better balance the dis-
trict’s 2026 budget and allowed
HSE to reduce planned spend-
ing in several areas for 2027.

Compared with the 2026
budget, the projected 2027
spending plan includes:

* A $7.4 million reduction
in the Education Fund, which
supports classroom expenses
including teachers, instruction-
al staff, and supplies.

¢ An approximately $8 mil-
lion reduction in the Debt Ser-

Rainy Day, and the
Operating ~ Ref-
erendum) each
with its own
revenue source
and spending
restrictions.
The Ed-
ucation  Fund,
supported entirely
by state tuition dol-
lars, remains the backbone
of classroom instruction, cov-
ering teacher salaries, student
services, academic programs,
and curricular materials.

HSE Schools presents proposed 2027 Budget

Hamilton
Southeastern
Schools

vice Fund primarily due to some
debt falling off. The district is
proposing to maintain the same
Debt Service Fund tax rate,
while the Debt Service Exempt
rate is projected to decrease.

* A $1.1 million reduction
in the Operations Fund, which
supports expenses such as
transportation, maintenance,
and central office operations.
This is made possible due to
cost savings and more expens-
es being moved to G.O. Bonds.

* A $1.3 million increase in
the Referendum Fund, which
includes additional funding
budgeted for behavioral health
and traffic control. The refer-
endum levy included in the
proposed budget is contingent
on the outcome of the replace-
ment operating referendum on
the Nov. 3 ballot.

The district continues to
face financial pressures head-
ing into 2027, including de-

Tipton Schools highlights strong financial
stewardship in 2027 budget presentation

The Operations
Fund, funded by
local  proper-
ty taxes and
transfers from
Education,
supports trans-
portation, main-
tenance, utilities,
technology infra-
structure, and dis-
trictwide operations.
Jaworski highlighted
several financial pressures
shaping the 2027 budget,
including property tax caps

clining enrollment, increasing
health insurance costs and
higher mandatory teacher re-
tirement contributions.

Based on current projec-
tions, the district’s maximum
tax rate for 2027 is expected
to be $1.1912, compared to the
2026 rate of $1.1476. Brown
notes that despite declines in
assessed valuation, the pro-
posed budget maintains a flat
debt service tax rate and a re-
duced debt service exempt rate
compared to 2026.

The proposed budget will
continue through the public
budget process. The Board
is scheduled to hold a public
hearing on the proposed 2027
budget on Oct. 14, with adop-
tion scheduled for Oct. 28.

For additional information
on the district’s finances, com-
munity members can review
budget materials available at
hseschools.org/finances.

that reduce local revenue by
more than $1 million, rising
operational costs, and the
need to maintain aging fa-
cilities. Despite these chal-
lenges, the district maintains
positive cash balances across
all funds and continues to
meet all debt obligations on
schedule. The Debt Service
Fund remains stable, with
predictable semi-annual pay-
ments for past construction
and facility improvements.

See Tipton . . . Page 2

What we carry from
the Peace Table

What if peace be-
gins at the breakfast
table?

Not with a grand
speech. Not with ev-
eryone agreeing. But
with people sitting
down together, making
room for one another’s

COLUMNIST

POOJA THAKKAR

stories, and being will- |
ing to listen. Taste of Community
—

That is what made
the Peace Learning Center’s “Better Way
Breakfast” so meaningful to me. As a
proud board member, I had the opportuni-
ty to sit at a table with community partners,
local organizers, nonprofit leaders, educa-
tors, and people who believe that conflict
does not have to divide us. Sometimes, it
can become an opportunity to learn about
one another.

The Peace Learning Center has been
doing this work for years: teaching young
people and adults practical ways to navigate
conflict, communicate, listen and respond
with intention rather than reaction.

But perhaps the most powerful part of
the morning was hearing directly from the
people who have experienced that work.

We heard from students who are using
Peace Learning Center programs and from
teachers and school staff who see the im-
pact in their classrooms and communities.
Their stories reminded me that peace ed-
ucation is not an abstract idea. It is some-
thing a child can carry into the hallway, the
classroom, the playground and eventually
into adulthood.

One story especially stayed with me.

A former FOX 59 journalist shared that
she had attended Peace Learning Center
camp as a junior high student. The lessons
she learned as a young person never really
left her. She described carrying those tools
in her “backpack” throughout life — tools
that help her recognize conflict, pause, un-
derstand another perspective, and approach
difficult moments with curiosity rather than
immediately blaming or pointing fingers.

I love that image.

>
Riverview
Health

‘Food 1s Medicine’
initiative launches to
improve community

health through nutrition

The REPORTER

A coalition of healthcare, nonprofit,
agricultural, and community organizations
has launched a six-month Food is Medi-
cine initiative designed to improve health
outcomes and increase access to nutritious
food for Hamilton County residents experi-
encing food insecurity.

Facilitated by Riverview Health and
made possible through the collaboration of
Teter Retreat and Organic Farm, Hamilton
County Community Foundation, Hamil-
ton County Health Department, Hamilton
County Harvest Food Bank, and partners
from the Indiana Wellness Coalition, the
program recognizes the critical connection
between nutrition and overall health.

“At Riverview Health, we know that
health extends far beyond the walls of a
healthcare facility,” said Alex Hunt, Director
of Employer Services at Riverview Health.
“Access to nutritious food is one of the most
important factors influencing health out-
comes. This program allows us to support
patients in a meaningful way by addressing
a fundamental need that can have a lasting
impact on their health and quality of life.”

See Food . . . Page 2


http://paulpoteet.com
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://wishtv.com
https://readthereporter.com
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The initiative
was  developed
through months
of planning and
partnerships
among  organi-
zations commit-
ted to advancing
community well-
ness. The collab-
oration demon-

with the mis-
sion of the In-
diana  Wellness
Coalition, a
community part-
nership focused

on improving
the health and
well-being of

Hamilton County
residents through

strates how
healthcare  pro-
viders, communi-
ty leaders and lo-
cal food systems
can work togeth-
er to address so-
cial determinants
of health and im-
prove outcomes
for residents.

“As a family

collective action,
education, and
innovative health
initiatives.
Through the
six-month  pro-
gram, participat-
ing  healthcare
providers will
work closely
with eligible pa-
tients to support

doctor, I see ev-
ery day how im-
portant  healthy
food is for my
patients.  Being
part of the Food
is Medicine pro-
gram helps us do
more than just
write  prescrip-
tions — we can
also help patients improve
their diets,” said Dr. Eric
Marcotte, Chief Medical
Officer and practicing fam-
ily physician at Riverview
Health. “By combining
regular medical care with
access to fresh, healthy
foods, we can help people
better manage conditions
like diabetes, high blood
pressure, and obesity. This
program also helps patients
who may not always have
enough healthy food. It
shows our commitment to
caring for the whole person
and improving the health of

their health goals
while  ensuring
consistent access
to healthy foods.
The initiative is
expected to pro-
vide valuable in-
sights into how
nutrition-focused
interventions can
improve  health
outcomes and strengthen
community wellness efforts.

“This initiative demon-
strates what is possible
when organizations across
different sectors come
together with a shared
purpose,” said Julie Nix,
President and CEO of
Riverview Health. “By
addressing food insecurity
through collaboration and
innovation, we are helping
create healthier futures for
the individuals and fami-
lies we serve.”

To learn more about the
Indiana Wellness Coalition,

EXCHANGE

Kahn Chi Hoang from
Germany shared that she
wanted to join an exchange
program to see the fun teen-
age American high school
life. She has been most sur-
prised by how open every-
one is in the United States.
She shared that she is excit-
ed to improve her English,
which can open many doors
for her future.

Aitana Fernandez Perez
from Spain shared that she
joined the exchange pro-
gram to improve her English

and make new friends. Her
first thoughts when she ar-
rived in the United States
and Sheridan were that peo-
ple were very kind and that it
was a beautiful place to live.
She is excited to improve
her English and learn more
about American culture.
Sergio Agenjo Quiroz
from Spain decided to join
the exchange program be-
cause he had heard of other
people doing it. He shared
that those individuals re-
ally inspired him because

they had such a great expe-
rience. He shared that his
experience so far has been
surreal and almost like out
of a movie! He also shared
that everyone has been es-
pecially kind.

Finally, Nora Kohler
from Germany shared that
she was excited to try a new
experience. She is excited
about how the entire expe-
rience will shape her future
plans and career goals. She
shared that an exchange pro-
gram can influence you in a

from Page 1

multitude of ways.

Exchange students at
Sheridan are given a unique
opportunity to do literally
anything they want. They
can join any sports or clubs;
they can take different class-
es while learning and experi-
encing the culture of Indiana
and the United States. Each
of them has been able to
take away something from
this experience, whether it is
just getting better at English
or being able to learn some-
thing new.

PEACE

We often think about
what we put into a child’s
backpack: books, pencils,
lunch, sports equipment, and
homework. But what if we
also helped them pack tools
for life — how to listen, how
to communicate, how to calm
themselves, how to under-
stand differences, and how to
work through conflict?

Indianapolis Public
Schools Superintendent Ali-
cia Johnson also spoke about
the realities many young
people are navigating today.
Children are growing up
amid challenges and conflicts
that can sometimes feel over-
whelming. Giving them tools
to pause, listen and make
thoughtful decisions matters.

And perhaps that is one
of the greatest gifts Peace

Learning Center offers: not
simply telling young people
to “be peaceful,” but teaching
them how.

How do I respond when I
am angry?

How do I listen when I
disagree?

How do I make space for
someone whose experience is
different from mine?

How do I address a con-
flict without making another
person the enemy?

These are life skills — not
just classroom skills.

Sitting around that break-
fast table, I was reminded
that community is built much
like peace is built: one con-
versation, one relationship,
and one willing listener at a
time.

We may not be able to
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prevent every conflict. But
we can decide what tools we
bring to it.

Maybe peace starts with
something as simple as pull-
ing up a chair, sharing a meal
and listening long enough to
understand.

And when we leave the
table, we carry those lessons

Photo provided by Pooja Thakkar

with us.

What are you carrying
in your backpack that could
help create a little more peace
in someone else’s world?

Pooja Thakkar is work-
ing to build cultural connec-
tions. You can read her col-
umn each week in the pages
of The Reporter.

TIPTON

The Rainy Day Fund also
remains strong, providing
more than $2 million in re-

He also shared TCSC’s
multi-year capital and trans-
portation plans. Over the next

our community.” _ visit  riverview.org/well-  gerves for emergencies and  three years, the district will
The program aligns nesscoalition. long-term capital needs. complete scheduled parking
PHI BETA PSI SORORITY
FRIDAY, SEPT. 25th, 5:00-7:00 PM
SHERIDAN HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA
CARRY OUT AVAILABLE
GLUTEN-FREE OPTION AVAILABLE
(a e
. ~u, %"
TICKET PRICES

Adults: $15 pre-sale and at the door
Children (3-12 yrs): $8 pre-sale & at the door
Tickets available from members and at
Sheridan Public Library

Proceeds go toward two $1000 medical
scholarships for Sheridan seniors.

OQur annual lasagna dinner is held in loving

memory of our sister, Martha Rockey.

lot repairs, athletic facility up-
dates, restroom renovations,
and technology upgrades.
The five-year Bus Replace-
ment Plan ensures the district
replaces buses responsibly as
they reach the end of their 12-
year service life. These plans
reflect a long-term strategy
to maintain safe, functional,
and modern learning envi-
ronments while managing
costs carefully.

Overall, Jaworski em-
phasized that TCSC’s 2027
budget is built on fiscal re-
sponsibility, transparency,
and a commitment to stu-
dents. The district contin-
ues to prioritize classroom
instruction, student support
services, and essential op-
erations while navigating
state funding formulas and
local tax limitations. The
proposed budget positions
TCSC to remain stable,
meet its obligations, and
support the programs and
services that families and
students rely on every day.

You can watch the meet-
ing and review the pow-
er point presentation and
related documents on the
district website at this link.
The Board will finalize and
adopt the budget at its Oct.
13 meeting.

Taxpayer takeaway

For taxpayers, the 2027
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budget shows that TCSC
iS managing its resourc-
es carefully while keeping
its focus on students. Even
with rising costs and more
than $1 million lost to state-
wide property tax caps, the
district continues to fund
classroom instruction, trans-
portation, maintenance, and
student services without
taking on temporary loans
or overspending.

The proposed tax rates
remain stable and predict-
able, with each fund serving
a specific purpose: Opera-
tions keeps buses running
and buildings maintained,
Debt Service pays for past
construction, and the Ref-
erendum Fund, if supported
by voters, helps preserve
programs and staffing that
would otherwise be at risk.
All district funds show
positive cash balances, and
long-term plans for buses
and facility improvements
demonstrate  responsible
planning rather than reac-
tive spending.

In short, taxpayers can
feel confident that TCSC
is using every dollar inten-
tionally, transparently, and
with a clear priority: pro-
tecting the quality of edu-
cation for Tipton students
while maintaining strong
financial discipline.

EDUCATION STATION’S

LITERARY LEADERS

“Not your ordinary book club” for ages 5-14

Director Marcia Seif & Instructor Aida Karim

OCTOBER 19 - NOVEMBER 12
2219 TAM-O-SHANTER CT.

(317)538-6997

$125 REGISTRATION FEE
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https://noblesvillesports.com/
https://scan.page/ATJ7Gh
http://riverview.org/wellnesscoalition
http://riverview.org/wellnesscoalition
https://www.tcsc.k12.in.us/our-district/board/livestream
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Potter’s Bridge Park

19401 N. Allisonville Rd., Noblesville, IN 46060

100+ Vendors * Fun Children’s Activities
Live Music & Entertainment % Food Trucks
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hamilton
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317-770-4400 - myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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REGISTER NOW FOR HOPE'’S 5K

Crere l
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Sunday, October 4th | 2:30PM
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Jamyiltearmn Hoimnbhte IS
iamiiton Reign s HS

$35 Reglstratlon Fee

2ross C

Click Link Below to Register as an

i Family!
Individual or Team or Donate to-HOPE! Fun for the y

.Race T-Shirt & Sunglasses
-Top Finishers Award +
Prizes

CARMEL COMMUNITY PLAYERS
PRESENTS

A2019 OLIVIER AWARD WINNING COMEDY s LAURAWADE
F DIRECTED & NICOLE AMSLER 1

SEP 25-0CT4, 2026 "
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2:30pu ON SUNDAYS mo 240 SATURDAY

KETS: 20 (FRI, SAT, SUMN) | $15(THURS)

THEE#TEH'JETER&HS'HM CARMEL, IN 46032 h q.i

CARMELPLAYERS.ORG | 317-815-9367
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[Fall Fest &
zPMChlll Free

Event

Cook-Oﬂ]

Find Out
More Here:

Petting Zoo, Face Painting.
Live Music. Inflatables. Silent
Auction, Balloon Twisters, Pony
Rides, Fun Games, Great Food,
Kids Train, Inflatable Maze, and
Manny the Mechanical Bull!

Event at CrossRoads Church at Westfield
19201 Grassy Branch Rd, Westfield

Bring a crock pot of your favorite
chili to CrossRoads by 4:15 pm on
Saturday. September 26. 2024

Participants must register
their chili prior to the event.

4 Chili Categories
4 Winners of $100

o Beef Chili e Poultry Chili
* Vegetarian Chili

e Other Meats Chili +
Grand Prize Winner!

Register
Chili

Noblesville Lions serve
up brats at Brewfest

,_—-—:.:-::eLiy,amwm j

Photo provided by Lisa Dick, Noblesville Lions Club
On Saturday, Sept. 12, Lions served bratwurst, hot dogs, and chips at
Noblesville Brewfest, which supports the Forest Park Aquatic Center.
(From left) Lions Jeff Dick, Gary Hipes, Jen Carr, Steve Shaw, Dana
Meyer, Jeff Kozicki, and Julia Kozicki served brats at BrewFest.
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“Country-fied” tomatoes

Don’t be COLUMNIST bit, and pulled
fooled by to- forward  again
matoes that are just to hear that
purchased in a long-ago, familiar
grocery store! sound. [ recalled
There’s  some- my dad backing
thing very special the DeSoto down
about  tomatoes the driveway
that are home- L 8| when we arrived
grown. BONNIE ZICKGRAF | home as kids.

But even be- M So relaxing! So
yond that, there’s “country-fied.” 1

something even more spe-
cial about tomatoes that are
grown in the country. You
know ... in the wide-open
spaces, where the buffalo
roam and the deer and the
antelope play? On a farm ...
a REAL farm.

Well, it all began a few
weeks ago when I innocent-
ly visited my pew buddies at
church. I was invited to tend
to their tomato plants while
they were on vacation for a
week and I gladly accepted.

They went on to explain
that the tomato plants were
on their farm, soon ready
to be picked. I was even
encouraged to consider set-
ting up a “‘mater stand” to
sell the tomatoes for willing
customers as the bounty was
soon ready to be harvested.

I remember thinking,
“Really, how much effort
can tending a couple of to-
mato plants take? No big
deal. Piece of cake!” After
all, they were just a cou-
ple of tomato plants, right?
And this awesome oppor-
tunity would get me out of
the house!

Wrong! 1 had forgotten
these people are farmers. |
mean REAL Indiana farm-
ers! And farmers know how
to grow stuff! I mean ... re-
ally GROW stuff!

In case the plants needed
water, I was told there was
a “hydrant” out back of the
house. Now, a hydrant on a
farm is different than a city
fire hydrant.

I wasn’t sure how I was
going to work a hydrant
without the fire department,
but I wasn’t worried. Forg-
ing on and unbeknownst
to me, this farm had much
more to give than I could
ever anticipate.

I arrived at my friend’s
farm “out in the sticks,” an
area near town. Right off, I
experienced the childhood
sound of driving slowly
over a crunchy gravel drive-
way!

I opened the windows
in the truck, backed up a

experienced déja vu from
65 years ago, and I loved it!

I turned the truck around
and pulled over just adja-
cent to the tomato plants.

Tomato plants? It was
more like a tomato forest!
Wonderfully green plants,
all taller than me, with a
carefully placed weed barri-
er to snuggle their roots.

Eight! Count them!
Eight rotund tomato plants
jammed packed with red
and green orbs just scream-
ing, “Pick me! Pick me!” I
grabbed the containers out
of the truck and began to
pluck ... and pluck ... and
pluck! The little sweat bees
became my new friends.

THIS was a real gar-
den, I thought. I wasn’t
sure what the secret was,
but every piece of fruit was
perfectly shaped. No blos-
som end rot. No blight, no
leaf spot, or other woes like
my sorrowful tomato plants
in my patio pots last year!
Poor things!

I rubbed a leaf or two
between my fingers ... and
inhaled! Have you ever
done that? Just rub a to-
mato leaf in your hands to
experience the fragrance of
God’s work from his gar-
den? 1 just KNOW there
will be tomato plants in
Heaven someday!

I noticed a slight sign
of the leaves turning up on
one of the plants. I think it
was starting to call for wa-
ter. Finding the “hydrant”
out back and not sure what
to do with it, I decided to
wait until the next day then
tackle that part of this ad-
venture later.

Oh, the tomatoes? Yeah,
I picked what seemed like
a hundred or so. I didn’t
count, but this first pick-
ing served many grateful
neighbors and friends. The
firefighters at Station No.
5 nearby loved them, too.
I even got a call from the
Fire Chief in appreciation
of the goodies. I picked a
green one for myself to fry

for one of the best dinners I
had in years!

Then 1 went home,
prayed with praise, and did
a rain dance for fear of not
figuring out that hydrant
the next day. Sure enough,
it rained steadily for three
days, providing a couple
inches of ‘“natural hydra-
tion.” Thank you, God!

So, the next trip, I of-
fered to take my two grand-
daughters along to the “to
mato farm”. They were so
excited! I was sure to call
their eager attention to the
crunchy driveway when we
arrived. Each of them, smil-
ing with joy, was charged
with picking from four
plants with four separate
large trays and extra bags.
They learned about the
sweat bees and the fragrance
of the tomato leaves and left
behind small painted rocks
as a thank you decoration.
But then it happened.

The girls stopped and
stood among the plants,
saying, “It’s really quiet
here!” As they continued
to harvest, I wondered how
many children have nev-
er truly experienced the
peacefulness and quiet of
a country garden. We stood
in the stillness for several
more minutes.

Ultimately, in one week,
the tomato plants fed two
firechouses, church friends, a
food pantry (with help from
another faithful worker) and
six households. I am grate-
ful for the farmer families,
this wonderful opportunity,
and for these country-fied
tomatoes! More than just a
harvest, it is fruitfulness for
the heart and soul.

“You shall observe the
Festival of Harvest, of the
first fruits of your labor, of
what you sow in the field.”
Exodus 23:16

Be sure to watch Paul
Harvey: “So God Made a
Farmer.” (It’s less than two
minutes.) See it on YouTube
at tinyurl.com/SoGod-
MadeAFarmer.

Rev. Bonnie Zickgraf is
a retived pastor, registered
nurse, electroplater, and
podcaster. She continues
to serve various preschool,
youth, and adult ministries,
including the Nurses’ Hon-
or Guard for the State of
Indiana. She loves to laugh,
write, eat, and pray! Send
comments to bonniezick-
graflwgmail.com.

Carmel & Pedcor Companies
announce return of Oktoberfest

Submitted by
City of Carmel

Carmel city officials and
Pedcor Companies invite
residents and visitors to cel-
ebrate the arrival of autumn
at the annual Carmel Okto-
berfest, taking place from 6
to 10 p.m. Friday, Oct. 2.

This free, family-friend-
ly celebration will take over
the plaza level of Carmel
City Center along Veterans
Way and Hanover Court,
bringing the community to-
gether for an evening filled
with festive German food,
seasonal beverages, local
shopping, and live music.

Returning to Oktober-
fest this year is Der Polk-
atz, a high-energy 13-piece
polka band renowned for
blending traditional polka
and waltz favorites with

classic hits and internation-
al tunes. The group will hit
the stage on the upper plaza
along Veterans Way starting
at 6 p.m.

Attendees can look for-
ward to seasonal culinary
delights and beverages pro-
vided by an array of popular
Carmel City Center ven-
dors, including:

e Hanami Sushi &

Photo provided by City of Carmel

Sake Bar

* Lone Pine

* Hotel Carmichael

* SALT

* Maple

* The Cake Bake Shop

Free parking is available
in the Veterans Way Garage
as well as designated pub-
lic parking areas and street
parking throughout Carmel
City Center.


https://carmelplayers.org/
https://crchurch.org/fall-fest-chili-cook-off
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVxSMppWKB7X9MqyOMeeDd1_lvKriphChNgol85xFREga49A/viewform
https://tinyurl.com/yabpmv8u
https://tinyurl.com/SoGodMadeAFarmer
https://tinyurl.com/SoGodMadeAFarmer
mailto:bonniezickgraf@gmail.com
mailto:bonniezickgraf@gmail.com

Submitted by U.S.
Attorney’s Office,
Southern District of Ohio

On Wednesday, Sept.
23, a federal grand jury re-
turned charges against Tyler
Nike Thomas, 39, Colum-
bus, Ohio, for crimes relat-
ed to the disappearance and
death of 17-year-old Hailey
Buzbee of Fishers. Thomas
allegedly sexually exploited
and murdered the teenager.

“Prosecutors from my
office have worked diligent-
ly with our federal, state,
and local law enforcement
partners over the past eight
months to bring today’s
charges forward, never los-
ing sight of the pursuit of
justice for Hailey Buzbee
and her family,” said U.S.
Attorney Dominick S. Ger-
ace II. “I want to assure the
public that we will not waver
as we see this case through.
That diligent work, dedica-
tion, and commitment to jus-
tice will continue as this case
proceeds.”

Court documents detail
that Thomas allegedly met
the teenage victim online,
playing video games, includ-
ing Roblox and League of
Legends. As early as May
2024, Thomas allegedly at-
tempted to entice the then
15-year-old victim to engage
in sexual activity.

In January 2026, Thom-
as allegedly traveled from
Columbus to Fortville, Ind.,
during the overnight hours of
Jan. 5 to Jan. 6 to pick up the
victim and transport her back

to Ohio with him, all with the
intent to engage in prohibited
sexual activity with the vic-
tim. The indictment alleges
that he murdered the victim
during the course of these
offenses.

Cell phone analysis re-
veals Thomas allegedly trav-
eled from Columbus to an
Airbnb residence in Logan,
Ohio, on the afternoon of
Jan. 6.

At approximately 9:25
a.m. the next morning, Jan.
7, Thomas’s phone data
shows he traveled near and
remained at the North Coun-
try Trail Trailhead in Wayne
National Forest — where the
victims’ remains were later
located — for approximately
five hours.

The indictment alleges
that Thomas obstructed jus-
tice by decapitating, dis-

membering, burying, and
discarding the body.
Forensic review of Thom-

as’s cell phone also revealed
deleted communications and
interactions between Thom-
as and the victim, including
messages on Snapchat and
sexually explicit images of
the victim in Thomas’s Co-
lumbus residence and the
Airbnb residence.

Thomas was initially ar-
rested in January on a local
charge, which was dismissed
when he was taken into fed-
eral custody in February and
charged by federal criminal
complaint.

Today’s nine-count in-
dictment charges him with

News

Federal grand jury indicts Ohio man
for murder of Fishers teen Hailey Buzbee

kidnapping resulting in death
(punishable by death or life
in prison); traveling with
the intent to engage in illicit
sexual conduct with a minor
(up to 30 years in prison) and
this offense resulting in death
(punishable by death or up to
life in prison); transporta-
tion of a minor with intent
to engage in criminal sexual
activity (at least 10 years and
up to life in prison) and this
offense resulting in death
(punishable by death or up
to life in prison); sexual ex-
ploitation (at least 15 years
and up to 30 years in prison)
and attempted enticement of
aminor (at least 10 years and
up to life in prison); obstruc-
tion of justice (up to 20 years
in prison); and accessing dig-
ital materials with the intent
to view child pornography
(up to 20 years in prison).

The indictment was an-
nounced by U.S. Attorney
Dominick S. Gerace II; FBI
Cincinnati  Special Agent
in Charge Jason Cromart-
ie; Ohio Attorney General
Andy Wilson; Fishers Police
Chief Ed Gebhart; Colum-
bus Police Chief Elaine Bry-
ant; Hocking County Sheriff
Lanny E. North; Perry Coun-
ty Sheriff William R. Barker;
and Fairfield County Sheriff
Alex Lape.

The U.S. Forest Service;
Ohio Department of Natural
Resources; FBI Indianapo-
lis; the Perry, Hocking and
Franklin county prosecutors’
offices; Shawnee and New
Straitsville fire departments,

Franklin County Sherift’s Of-
fice; Indiana State Police; and
Norfolk Southern; as well
as search and rescue teams
from the Central Ohio Res-
cue and Recovery K-9 Unit,
Buckeye Search and Rescue
Dogs, Jeff-Craig Fire Depart-
ment K-9 search team, Black
Swamp Search and Rescue,
North Carolina Troopers As-
sociation, Civilian Crisis Re-
sponse Team, and Midwest
K9 Search Unit have assisted
with the investigation.

Senior Litigation Coun-
sel Heather A. Hill and As-
sistant United States Attor-
ney Emily Czerniejewski
are representing the United
States in this case.

An indictment merely
contains allegations, and de-
fendants are presumed inno-
cent unless proven guilty in a
court of law.

This case was brought as
part of Project Safe Child-
hood, a nationwide initiative
launched in May 2006 by
the Department of Justice
to combat the growing ep-
idemic of child sexual ex-
ploitation and abuse. Led by
U.S. Attorney’s Offices and
the Child Exploitation and
Obscenity Section (CEOS),
Project Safe Childhood mar-
shals federal, state, and local
resources to better locate, ap-
prehend, and prosecute indi-
viduals who exploit children
via the internet, as well as to
identify and rescue victims.

For more information
about Project Safe Childhood,
please visit justice.gov/psc.

AG Rokita calls on Hoosiers to get their payback
from Big Pharma on inflated generic drug prices

Submitted by Office of
AG Todd Rokita

Indiana Attorney Gen-
eral Todd Rokita is calling
on Hoosiers to check their
eligibility for compensation
for certain generic drug pur-
chases after the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of
Connecticut granted prelim-
inary approval of a plan to
distribute settlement funds
from manufacturers accused
of conspiring to inflate ge-
neric drug prices.

AG Rokita’s
office and a coa-
lition of 47 other
states and terri-
tories previously
announced settle-
ments with Glen-

mark, Lannett,
Bausch, Apotex,
Heritage, and

Heritage’s parent
company, Emcure, totaling
approximately $96.5 million.
The distribution plan aims to
return millions of those dol-

Rokita

lars to consumers
potentially harmed
by the -elevated
prices.

“Hoosiers de-
serve fair pricing
for their medica-
tions, and we will
not tolerate ille-
gal schemes that
drive up costs and
harm consumers,” AG Roki-
ta said. “We continue hold-
ing Big Pharma accountable
when they harm Hoosiers by

putting profits over people. I
encourage anyone who pur-
chased these generic drugs
to see if they’re eligible for
compensation.”

If you purchased a ge-
neric drug listed here be-
tween May 2009 and De-
cember 2019, you may be
eligible for compensation.
To determine your eligi-
bility, call 1-866-290-0182
(toll-free), email info@AG-
GenericDrugs.com, or visit
AGGenericDrugs.com.

5

Gov. Braun celebrates
opening of new Indiana
State Archives Building

Submitted by Office of
Gov. Mike Braun

On Thursday, Sept. 24,
Indiana Gov. Mike Braun
celebrated the opening of
the new Indiana
State  Archives
building in down-
town Indianapolis
alongside mem-
bers of the Indi-
ana Department
of Administration
(IDOA), Indiana
Archives and Re-
cords Administra-
tion (IARA), and
project partners.

“Indiana’s history is an
important part of America’s
story, and this new State Ar-
chives building will ensure
that story is preserved and
accessible for generations
to come,” Gov. Braun said.
“As we celebrate 250 years
of American independence,
this is a fitting time to recog-
nize Indiana’s proud history
and invest in the records that
will help future generations
understand the people, deci-
sions and events that shaped
our state.”

Located at 350 W. Ohio
St. on the Indiana Govern-
ment Center campus, the
new facility provides a per-
manent home for more than
200 years of Indiana history
and was designed to meet the
specialized needs of the State
Archives and its collections.

The State Archives is
Indiana’s official reposito-
ry for state records of per-
manent historical value. Its
collections include govern-
ment, court, military, and
land records, along with
maps, photographs, and oth-
er materials documenting
Indiana and its people.

“Delivering a facility
like this requires thoughtful
planning around both the
needs of the agency today
and how those needs will
evolve over time,” IDOA
Commissioner Jon Fergu-
son said. “We are proud of
the role IDOA and our proj-
ect partners have played in
creating a home for the State
Archives that will serve In-
diana well into the future.”

Braun

More than 80,000 cubic
feet of archival records have
been relocated to the new
building, including boxes,
ledgers, microfilm, glass
negatives, maps,
and other histori-
cal materials. The
facility includes
four floors of ar-
chival shelving,
as well as dedi-
cated space for re-
cords processing,
research, staff op-
erations and pub-
lic access.

“Archives preserve the
evidence of our shared his-
tory and give us the oppor-
tunity to discover the past
and use it in meaningful
ways,” IARA Executive Di-
rector Chandler Lighty said.
“This new facility gives us
the environment and re-
sources we need to care for
Indiana’s most important re-
cords and make them avail-
able to Hoosiers today and
well into the future. After
years of planning and work
to reach this point, it is in-
credibly meaningful to see
the State Archives begin this
next chapter.”

IDOA managed the
capital project, with RA-
TIO Architects leading the
building design and Pep-
per Construction serving as
construction manager. The
purpose-built facility in-
corporates specialized fea-
tures and building systems
designed around the care,
management and use of ar-
chival collections.

Thursday’s ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony included
remarks from Gov. Braun,
Ferguson, Lighty, and RA-
TIO founding principal Bill
Browne, followed by the
ceremonial ribbon cutting.

The event also marked
the debut of IARA’s fea-
tured exhibit, Indiana’s
Foundations of Indepen-
dence, 1776-1851. The ex-
hibit highlights documents
connecting Indiana’s early
history and government to
the nation’s founding as the
United States commemo-
rates its 250th anniversary.
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https://www.westfieldin.gov/406/Barktoberfest
http://www.justice.gov/psc
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Demolition

News

to begin on

Hazel Dell Parkway bridge

Work marks first step toward replacing flood-damaged structure

The REPORTER

Crews will begin de-
molishing the Hazel Dell
Parkway bridge just south
of 106th Street next week.
The structure was destroyed

during August’s historic
flooding.
Representatives  from

Hamilton County, the City
of Carmel, Carmel Ultili-
ties, Martin Marietta, and
Milestone Contractors met
on site Thursday for a pre-
construction conference to
review demolition plans and
coordinate the work.
Milestone will begin
moving equipment to the
site Friday, with demolition
scheduled to start Monday,
Sept. 28. Crews are expect-
ed to work 10-hour days,

of &
v

six days a week, to safely

remove the dam- area more stable

aged  structure. and safer. At the
Under the con- same time, we’re
tract, demolition working to com-
must be complet- plete the design
ed by Oct. 30. of the permanent

“This is more
than just taking

replacement. Get-
ting the demo-

the bridge down,” lition done now
County Highway will save valuable
Director Brad Da- time once we’re
vis said. “Crews ready to begin
will also restore the slopes construction on the new

along the banks to make the bridge.”

Photos provided by Hamilton County Government

EQUIPMENT OF BRIAN UNDERWOOD
TRIPLE U FARMS
1997 Mack CH600 Semi, 1990 Int’1 4900 Semi, 2012
Navistar Int’l ProStar Semi, JD 8100 2-wd Tractor (7627
hrs), Westfield MKX 10-63 Auger, Westfield WR 100-31,
KSI 086625 Conveyor, 2013 Kinze 3600 16/32 Planter,
Unverferth 1225 35’ Rolling Harrow, (4) Killbros Wagons on
ID 1075 Gears, (2) Killbros Wagons on Killbros 2386 Gears
EQUIPMENT OF DENNIS REYNOLDS

JD 8285R MFWD Tractor, JD 9560 STS Combine, JD
625F Grain Platform on E-Z Trail 680 Head Cart, 2008
Drago 8-Row Cornhead on Unverferth HT25 Head Cart,
Sunflower 6630 Vertical Till, Glenco 11-Shank Soil Saver
w/ New Twisted Points, Krause 4830-530R 3-pt. 5-Shank
Ripper, JD 724 Mulch Tiller, JD 750 Grain Drill w/ Yetter
Markers, Kinze 3600 12/23 Planter, Strobel 2-Box Seed
Tender, E-Z Trail 510 Grain Cart w/ Scales, Killbros 350
Gravity Wagon w/ Seed Tender (Tarp & Poly Auger) on
Killbros Gear, Harvest Flow Gravity Wagon, Yetter Seed
Jet, 72” Land Pride Grader Box, 1993 GMC Topkick
Tandem Twin Screw Grain Truck, 1986 Mack MH6 Semi,
2004 Wilson WH5 Hopper Bottom Trailer

ADDITIONAL MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT
Tractors: 1951 Allis-Chalmers CA w/ 2-Bottom Plow,
Cultivators, 7° Disk & Fr and Rear Wgts., 1952 JD 60
Tractor, 1951 FarmAll Super C Narrow Front, Allis-
Chalmers D-14 w/ Loader & Rear Hitch, Int’1 884 Tractor
w/ 2250 Loader (3596 hrs), 1949 FarmAll H w/ Loader,
1953 Minneapolis-Moline UB Tractor, 1978 IH 1086 (One
Owner)
Combines/Heads/Carts: 2015 JD S680 Combine, Int’l
1083 8-Row Corn Head on Killbros Cart, New Idea 2-Row
Corn Picker
Tillage: Brillion 10-Shank 3-pt Chisel Plow, Oliver 565

CRIPE

3247 East State Road 28
Tipton, IN 46072

EQUIPMENT & MAGHINERY AUCTION

Comhined with
Equipment From Retiring Farmers
BRIAN UNDERWOOD & DENNIS REYNOLDS
ON-LINE ONLY

BIDDING OPENS: Sunday, September 13th @ Spm
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, September 26th @ 6pm
PREVIEW DATES: Tuesday-Thursday, Sept. 22nd-24th from 10am - Spm
PICK-UP DAYS: Monday & Tuesday, September 28th & 29th
from 10am-5pm

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:
Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT
Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909
www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer
#AU11000034

S

AUCTION SERVICE

www.cripesauction.com

4-Bottom Plow, 24’ Krause Disk

Sprayers: Bestway Field-Pro I 1200-Gallon Pull-Type,
Model AT200 2-Wheel Sprayer Tank, Stainless Chem
Farm Tanks w/ Pump & Mounting Brackets, 2015 JD 4045
Sprayer w/ 120’ Booms

Grain Handling: Brent 420 Grain Cart, 1990 Handlair 660
Grain Vac, Killbros, J&M, Parker & Unverferth Gravity
Wagons, Kewanee 600 Conveyor, 8” x 61 Buhler Auger,
Neco Grain Cleaner

Semi’s, Vehicles, Trailers: 1986 Ford 9000 (855 Big Rig
Cummins), 1992 Int’l 4900 Truck (DT 466, Manual 5-sp),
2002 Mack CH600 Semi, 2013 1-Axle Livestock Trailer,
16’ B-B Sprayer Trailer w/ Hydr. Brakes on all Axles, 2003
Chevrolet Corvette, 2013 Ram 2500ST Truck, 2007 Jeep
Wrangler Sahara

Mowers: JD 506 3-pt. Rotary Cutter, 6’ Ford 930 3-pt
Finish Mower, 15’ Bush Hog 12615 Batwing Rotary Cutter,
Bush Hog 2615 Legend

Heavy Equipment: JD 312G R Skid Steer w/ D60 Bucket,
JD Pallet Fork & Hay Spear, Clark Fork Truck

Misc Equip: 7’ JD 45 3-pt. Grader Blade, 3-pt. Boom, Cattle
Gates & Panels, Goat Tote, Load-Out Chute, 4-Head Sheep
Stall, Feedlot Roller Mill, (5) Tender Feet, 48" Professional
Power Driveway Groomer, CAT 1 Drawbar, Dearborn 19-6
3-pt Slip Scoop, (4) 100# Suitcase Weights, JD 3-pt. Ballast
Box, JD 290 Planter, J&M Model 1074 Running Gear, New
Idea 2-Row Corn Picker/Sheller (30” Rows), Hay Wagons.
2021 Ram Dually Truck Bed, 6’ Case IH Utility Bucket,
New Idea 3632 Manure Spreader w/ New Metal Floor, Truck
& Implement Tires & Wheels, Red Bull Spray Boom

Tools & Lawn and Garden: JD 80 Dump Cart, Wooden
Utility Wagon, Toro Zero-Turn Mower, Wheelbarrow,
Ladders, Roll-Over Trailer Jack, Log Chains, Fence
Stretcher, Clay Thrower

Auctioneer 2

#AU11000034
765-860-6959

; 1ce
765-675-6909

American
Red Cross

Keep the blood supply

4 ready by giving blood

or platelets this fall

The REPORTER

The need for blood is
constant, and the American
Red Cross urges people of
all blood types to make an
appointment to give blood or
platelets now to help ensure
patients continue to receive
the care they depend on.

The Red Cross supplies
hospitals across the country
with more than 6.5 million
blood products each year,
all made possible through
the generosity of volunteer
donors. Now is the time to
step into the fall season with
a lifesaving act.

September is National
Preparedness Month, an
important time to remem-
ber that disasters can hap-
pen without warning, but
preparedness begins today.
A strong blood supply is
essential in response to ev-
ery type of disaster, wheth-

er it be home fires or natu-
ral disasters.

Book a spot to give
blood or platelets now. Visit
RedCrossBlood.org, call
1-800-RED CROSS or use
the Red Cross Blood Donor
App to schedule a donation
appointment. Those who
come to give through Oct.
18 will receive a $15 e-gift
card to a merchant of their
choice. See RedCross-
Blood.org/Fall for details.

Additionally, those who
come to give through Sept.
30 at Red Cross blood do-
nation centers and mention
the word “pickleball” to
Red Cross staff or volun-
teers on-site can score a
custom Red Cross pickle-
ball paddle and ball (lim-
ited quantities available).
Visit RedCrossBlood.org/
FindADonationCenter for
more information.

Fishers

Building, 12690 Promise Road
Noblesville

Donation Center
Zionsville

10880 N. Michigan Road
Fortville

Church, 125 E. Staat St.

Upcoming Donation Opportunities

* Oct. 5 from 1 to 6 p.m. at Billericay Park Multi-Purpose Community

* Sept. 26, 29, Oct. 3, 6 from 8 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. at the Noblesville
Blood Donation Center, 14765 Hazel Dell Crossing, Suite 700
+ Sept. 30, Oct. 1 from noon to 6:45 p.m. at the Noblesville Blood

+ Oct. 6 from noon to 6 p.m. at Security Federal Savings Bank,

+QOct. 4 from 11 am. to 2 p.m. at Gateway Fortville Community

Fishers Health Department
& The Milk Bank open first
Milk Depot & Milk Express

The REPORTER

The Fishers Health De-
partment and The Milk
Bank celebrated the opening

to hospitals and families in
need, including premature
and medically fragile babies
in NICUs. The Milk Bank

of Fishers’ dispenses
first Milk more than
Depot and 700,000
Milk Ex- ounces of
press on . pasteur-
Thursday, The M l Ik Bank ized donor
Sept. 24, human

for families
to donate and |
access donor |
human milk.

Pasteur-
ized donor milk
is one of the most
effective tools for
preventing complications in
medically fragile infants. By
expanding donor milk access
in Fishers, the partnership
supports healthier starts to
life, reduces barriers for fam-
ilies and helps more infants
thrive during the most vulner-
able days of life.

The Milk Depot and
Milk Express are now open
to the public at the Fishers
Health Department inside
the Fishers Community
Center, located at 11400
Johnson Farm Way, Fish-
ers. The Milk Depot pro-
vides a local drop-off site
for approved donors, while
the Milk Express gives
parents and caregivers a
convenient place to pick up
donor milk ordered through
The Milk Bank.

“Expanding access to
health resources is a key part
of how we support the needs
of a growing and changing
community,” Fishers Health
Department Director Mon-
ica Heltz said. “By bring-
ing both milk donation and
pick-up services to Fishers
for the first time, we’re re-
moving barriers for families
and helping give our young-
est residents a healthy start.”

The Milk Depot accepts
frozen breast milk from ap-
proved donors of The Milk
Bank. Donations collected
at the Fishers Health De-
partment are transported to
The Milk Bank, where the
milk is processed, analyzed,
pasteurized, and distributed

local resource \ ’?s
F)

ilk each year

m
\ and has pro-

\ vided more

\ than 17.9
M| million feed-
ings  since
2005.
The Milk
@ Express al-

lows parents and
caregivers to pick up
pasteurized donor human
milk ordered through The
Milk Bank. Donor milk
may be used as a medical
treatment, to bridge a gap
during the early postpartum
period or to support breast-
feeding goals.

Milk Express pick-ups
for orders placed through
The Milk Bank, along
with approved donor drop-
offs, are available Monday
through Friday from 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with ex-
tended hours on Thursdays
until 7 p.m. and select Sat-
urdays. Milk Express orders

are coordinated directly
through The Milk Bank.
“Families in Fishers

now have local access to
both a Milk Depot and
Milk Express, removing
barriers and making it eas-
ier than ever for parents
to donate life-saving milk
and for vulnerable infants
to receive it,” The Milk
Bank CEO Freedom Kolb
said. “By bringing both
services together in one
convenient location, this
partnership ensures more
babies have access to the
nutrition they need to sur-
vive and thrive.”

For more information
on how to place an order
for pasteurized donor hu-
man milk or become an ap-
proved milk donor, contact
The Milk Bank at (317)
536-1670 or visit themilk-
bank.org.


https://www.cripesauction.com/
https://themilkbank.org/
https://themilkbank.org/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
http://redcrossblood.org/Fall
http://redcrossblood.org/Fall
http://redcrossblood.org/FindADonationCenter
http://redcrossblood.org/FindADonationCenter

News 7

Noblesville Lions welcome District Governor,
Connerley presented Wlth 135-year Chevron

Photos prowded by Lisa D|ck Noblesville Lions Club
At their meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 23, Noblesville Lions welcomed 25-D District Governor Mike Cariens as their speaker. He said that the first Lions
Club meeting he attended was at the age of 2 weeks, later following his grandfather and father into the club and now being joined by his own children.
He voiced his passion for service and his plan for growing membership throughout Indiana. DG Careins also recognized a 15-year member, inducted
a new member, and welcomed the club to join him for a group photo. (ABOVE RIGHT) Also at this meeting, members labeled student dictionaries with
“Donated by Noblesville Lions Club” stickers that will be distributed to Noblesville third graders at four elementary schools later in the fall.

Photos provided by Lisa Dick, Noblesville Lions Club
(ABOVE LEFT) 25-D District Governor Mike Careins presented Lion Joe Connerley with his 15-year Chevron award. (ABOVE CENTER) Lion Jeff
Kozicki and District Governor Careins inducted new member Ryan Wiltermood (center). (ABOVE RIGHT) DG Careins is presented with a certificate of
appreciation by First Vice President Josh Kozicki.

American Bank

of Freedom &=

www.americanbankoffreedom.bank e

Save time and open your account online!

Certificate of Deposit Specials
3 Months 6 Months 12 Months

4.00%. 4.00%- 4.00%.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is current as of this issue and subject to change at any time. APY
assumes that interest remains on deposit until maturity. Minimum deposit of $1,000 to open this
account with a maximum deposit of $240,000 per account. Minimum balance requirement of $1,000 to
earn interest. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Accounts may be
subject to other fees, contact your local branch to learn more.

APPLIES TO NEW DEPOSITS ONLY.

American Bank of Freedom, Member FDIC.

Stop by or call your local branch today to learn more!

14611 N. Gray Road
Westheld, IN 46062
(463) 622-2930

When weather Is unpredictable, you can trust

Your Hometown Weatherman!



http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
http://paulpoteet.com

The Cicero Street and Utilities Department has a

full-time position opening for a Labor-Class |, II, Il
The position will be responsible for a variety of duties involved
with operating, repairing/maintaining the street, potable water and
wastewater operations and facilities according to applicable rules,
regulations and laws for the Town of Cicero. For a full job description,
please visit the Town of Cicero’s website at www.ciceroin.org and
click on the Government tab followed by the Job Opportunities tab.
From here you will also be able to access the Town’s application,
which will be required.

Applications will be accepted through October 9, 2026.
Please send application,
along with any other pertinent documents to
Terry Cooper,

1159 Stringtown Pike, PO Box 391,

Cicero, IN 46034

or tcooper@townofcicero.in.gov

Edward Jones

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD rates

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

4.15% "

6-Month
9-Month 4020 % APY?
1-Year 40 25 % APY?

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Zachary Rinehart
Financial Advisor

120 W Jackson

P OBox916
Cicero, IN 46034
317-606-4296

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/17/26. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867P-A-E-FL EXP 31 MAR 2028 AECSPAD 30092488

HERITAGE RAILROAD

HOLIDAY LIGHT
RAILBIKES

NOVEMBER 14-JANUARY 2

BIKE THE RAILS FROM FOREST PARK
TODOWNTOWN NOBLESVILLE

Noblesville Lions

‘Step Out’ to end diabetes

Photo provided by Lisa Dick, Noblesville Lions Club
On Saturday, Sept. 19, Noblesville Lions participated in the American
Diabetes Association’s Indiana Step Out Walk to end diabetes. Lions
participated by donating, walking, and volunteering at the event.
(From left) Lions Vicki Neddenriep, Julia Kozicki, Jeff Dick, and Jeff
Kozicki at Indiana Step Out Walk.

Indiana Realtors RPAC
endorses Danny Lopez for
reelection to the Indiana House

Submitted

Danny Lopez  has
earned the support of the
Indiana Realtors RPAC in
his reelection bid for the
Indiana State House of
Representatives, the cam-
paign announced today.

“Danny Lopez has been
an exceptional partner and
advocate for policies that
help create strong neigh-
borhoods and strong com-
munities, and the Indiana
Realtors are proud to stand
with him in his reelection
campaign,” said Mark
Fisher, CEO of the Indiana
Association of Realtors.

The Indiana Associa-
tion of Realtors represents
nearly 22,000 members
involved in virtually all as-
pects of the sale, purchase,

exchange, and/
or lease of real
property in the
state.

“Indiana’s
realtors have
their fingers on
the pulse of ev-
ery community,
and they know
how critical it
is for special places like
Carmel and Westfield to
have experienced, reliable
representation in the State-
house,” Lopez said. “I am
so grateful to RPAC and
the Indiana Realtors for
their support, and I look
forward to continuing to
work with them on issues
like affordability and eco-
nomic growth.”

RPAC joins a num-

ber of local and
statewide organi-
zations that have
endorsed Lopez’s
reelection  cam-
paign, includ-
ing the Indiana
Chamber of Com-
merce, the One-
Zone Chamber of
Commerce, the
Indy Chamber, the Carmel
Fraternal Order of Police,
the Indiana Fraternal Order
of Police, the Indiana State
Police Alliance, the Profes-
sional Firefights Union of
Indiana, the National Feder-
ation of Independent Busi-
nesses, the Indiana Farm
Bureau, and more.

Learn more about Dan-
ny and join his campaign at
LopezForIndiana.com.

Westfield’s own Roger Harvey
named 500 Festival Board Chair

The REPORTER

The 500 Festival has
announced its newly elect-
ed Board officers and in-
coming Board Directors
for the 2026-2027 vyear.
The new leadership will
help guide the organization
as it continues its mission
of celebrating the spirit and
legacy of the Indianapo-
lis 500 while producing
life-enriching events and
programs that make a pos-
itive impact across Indiana
and beyond.

Among those new
Board officers is Roger
Harvey of Westfield, who
will serve as Chair.

The 500 Festival Board
of Directors, comprised of
33 community leaders, act
as trustees, representing
the organization within the
community. Committed to
bettering the organization,
members serve on various
committees that enhance
the 500 Festival’s events

and  programs.
The 2026-2027
Board leadership
includes:

* Chair: Rog-
er Harvey, Princi-
pal, Bose Public
Affairs Group

* Vice Chair:
Troy  Gilstorf,
Regional Manag-
ing Partner, Forvis Mazars

e Secretary: Brandi
Davis-Handy, President,
AES Indiana

e Treasurer: Bowman
Elder, President, Southern
Indiana Commerce Corpo-
ration

* Immediate Past
Chair: Christina Moung-
ey, Managing Director,
Indiana Kentucky Region
Manager, J.P. Morgan

e Indianapolis Mo-
tor Speedway Seat: Ellen
Saul, Vice President of Pre-
mium Services, Indianapo-
lis Motor Speedway

“Roger Harvey em-

Harvey

bodies the spir-
it of service,
leadership, and
community that
defines the 500
Festival,”  said
Dave Neff, presi-
dent and CEO of
the 500 Festival.
“Through his in-
volvement with
the organization, he has
demonstrated an unwav-
ering commitment to our
mission and the people we
serve. I am confident his
leadership as board chair
will strengthen and help us
continue creating meaning-
ful experiences in Indiana
and beyond.”

Learn more about the
500 Festival Board of Di-
rectors here or the 500
Festival Foundation Board
of Directors here.

To learn about the 500
Festival’s events and pro-
grams, please visit 500fes-
tival.com.

New program aims to improve
students’ health by reducing vehicle
1dling at schools & daycare centers

Submitted by Hoosier
Environmental Council

Every day, during
school arrival and dismiss-
al, vehicle owners and buses
leave their engines running,
exposing children’s lungs to
vehicle exhaust.

Vehicle exhaust from
idling personal vehicles and
school buses can lead to re-
spiratory and cardiovascu-
lar diseases and aggravate
asthma and allergies. Chil-
dren are more susceptible to
these effects than adults due
to their developing lungs
and higher breathing rates.

To help reduce vehi-
cle idling around children,
Hoosier Environmental

Council’s Improving Kids’
Environment program
is implementing ‘“‘Smart
Schools Don’t Idle” for the
2026-2027 school year for
any interested childcare
and K-12 school through-
out Indiana.

Greenwood Communi-
ty High School is an early
adopter of the program.

“We always prioritize
students' health and safety
and want to be part of ensur-
ing a good environment for
future generations,” Princi-
pal Michael Gasaway said.

This campaign is de-
signed to improve air quality
in childcare and K-12 schools
by reducing the quantity

of cars and buses and the
amount of time they spend
idling. The ultimate goal is
to improve health outcomes
for children by improving
their air quality. The program
will also educate parents and
childcare providers to en-
hance their understanding of
air quality, air pollution, and
how they impact the children
in their care.

Any childcare facili-
ties and K-12 schools that
participate  will  receive
training, an informational
brochure, letters to parents,
students, staff, and bus driv-
ers, pledge forms, and oth-
er resources to support the
campaign.


https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides/
https://www.ciceroin.org/
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/zach-rinehart
https://www.ikecoalition.org/
https://www.ikecoalition.org/
https://500festival.com/board
https://500festivalfoundation.com/board-of-directors/
http://www.500festival.com/
http://www.500festival.com/
https://www.lopezforindiana.com/

Community News

RESCHEDULED:

State Rep. Victoria

Garcia Wilburn’s

town hall on education

State Rep. Victoria Garcia Wilburn (D-Fishers)
will hold an education town hall from 5:30 to 6:30
p-m. Wednesday, Sept. 30, in the Stage Meeting Room
at the Hamilton East Public Library, 5 Municipal

Drive, Fishers.

Guests will hear about legislative changes in edu-
cation along with other legislative issues and have an
opportunity to share thoughts and ask questions.

Sheridan Phi Beta Psi’s

annual Lasagna Dinner

Friday, Sept. 25 from 5 to 7 p.m.
Sheridan High School cafeteria
Lasagna, breadsticks, salad, dessert & drink
Gluten-free & carry-out available
Adult Tickets: $15 both pre-sale and at the door
Children ages 3 to 12: $8 pre-sale and at the door
Tickets available from members and
at the Sheridan Public Library

Proceeds go to two $1,000

medical studies scholar-

ships for Sheridan High School seniors. The annual
Lasagna Dinner is held in loving memory of Sheridan
Phi Beta Psi sister Martha Rockey.

AG Rokita sues IHSAA to
eliminate race quota from
high school sports leadership

Submitted by Office of
AG Todd Rokita

On Thursday, Sept. 24,
Indiana Attorney Gener-
al Todd Rokita announced
his office is suing
the Indiana High
School  Athletic
Association, Inc.
(IHSAA) to force
the  immediate
elimination of a
race-based quo-
ta that reserves
two seats on IH-
SAA’s Board of
Directors for “qualified mi-
norities,” defined in the As-
sociation’s bylaws as “an in-
dividual other than a white
male or female.”

“Hoosier students
should not be governed by a
sports association that picks
its leaders based on race,”
AG Rokita said. “IHSAA’s
quota tells kids that skin
color, rather than merit, is
an appropriate way to judge
people. That lesson has no
place in Indiana’s education
system, and, regardless, the
law does not permit it. The
IHSAA exists to build char-
acter. A racial litmus test for
choosing leadership on the
IHSAA’s board does the op-
posite, and after months of
delay, the Association left
us no choice but to take le-
gal action.”

The lawsuit asks the
court to:

* Permanently enjoin
IHSAA from reserving
Board of Directors seats
based on race;

* Prohibit any future by-
law or policy that allocates
board seats directly or indi-
rectly based on race; and

* Declare that the exist-
ing minority-quota provi-
sions violate state law.

IHSAA has maintained

Rokita
profit whose stated mission

some version of its racial
quota since 1993. Under
the current 2026-27 bylaws,
two of the Association’s 19
board seats are closed to
white men and
white women
solely because of
race. Nominating
petitions for those
seats must verify
the candidate’s ra-
cial eligibility.
IHSAA is
an Indiana pub-
lic-benefit  non-

is educational: keeping
athletics subservient to ac-
ademics and developing
student character. It regu-
lates interscholastic sports
for more than 400-member
high schools. AG Rokita’s
lawsuit alleges that an ex-
press racial classification
of this kind is an abuse of
authority conferred by law,
a waste of corporate assets,
and incompatible with the
public purpose for which
IHSAA was organized.

The office of attorney
general first demanded TH-
SAA eliminate the quota
on April 23, 2026. IHSAA
refused to act and said only
that it might consider bylaw
changes in May 2027. Af-
ter additional notice and an
Aug. 25 Executive Commit-
tee meeting that produced
no change, the suit was filed.

Click here to read the
complaint.

Thanks for
reading

THE
REPORTER
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Four suspended, one former IMPD officer
charged after license plate reader audit

By KENDALL PIERSON
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Four suspended India-
napolis Metropolitan Police
Department (IMPD) offi-
cers and one former officer
face charges of fraud and
official misconduct follow-
ing an investigation into
the misuse of license plate
readers, the department an-
nounced Wednesday.

On Sept. 23, the Mar-
ion County Prosecutor’s
Office filed formal charges
against the five individuals.
In addition to fraud and mis-
conduct, one officer faces
charges of stalking.

Internal audits in August
and September 2026 identi-
fied the misuse of automatic
license plate reader (ALPR)
technology. IMPD began
administrative and crimi-
nal investigations, leading
Chief Tanya Terry to place
the officers on desk duty and
revoke their ALPR access.
One officer later resigned,
though the investigation into
their conduct continued.

As more facts came to
light, Terry suspended the
four remaining officers and
recommended they be fired.
The following individuals
face charges:

* Michael Rogers (16-
year veteran): Suspend-
ed and recommended for
termination; charged with
three counts of misconduct
and three counts of fraud.

* Jonathan Schultz (18-
year veteram): Suspended
and recommended for ter-
mination; charged with 12
counts of misconduct, 12
counts of fraud, and two
counts of stalking.

Prosecutors  identified
1,396 ALPR searches that
were made by Schultz that
appeared to have no le-
gitimate law enforcement
purpose. According to the
probable cause affidavit,
Schultz began stalking a
woman when he first met
her in September 2023 while
attending a workout class at
Center Grover High School.
Schultz began to search her
license plate in Flock just
nine days later. The woman

told police she be-
lieved that Schul-
tz had a weird
obsession  with
her based on com-
ments he made af-
ter workouts.
Court docu-
ments indicate

day for IMPD,”
Chief Tanya Terry
said in a release.
“These individu-
als’ actions went
far beyond a cleri-
cal error or a viola-
tion of department
policy. These ac-
tions crossed into

Schultz  created
a Facebook ac-
count with a fake name to
message her. These search-
es were conducted while
Schultz was both on duty
and off duty for IMPD.

Schultz also used Flock
cameras to stalk two other
women: his ex-wife and a
woman he met at her place
of employment in Green-
wood, according to the
probable cause affidavit. He
told the woman he was an
FBI agent and that he was
conducting surveillance in
the parking lot.

In total, Schultz con-
ducted unauthorized sur-
veillance of 11 individuals:
seven women and four men,
according to the probable
cause affidavit.

e Cassandra Crawley
(7-year veteran): Suspend-
ed and recommended for
termination; charged with
eight counts of misconduct
and eight counts of fraud.

e Matthew Binford (4-
year veteran): Suspended
and recommended for ter-
mination; charged with one
count of misconduct and
fraud.

Binford used the Flock
camera system to search for
two different license plates,
one being his ex-wife’s, be-
tween April 2024 and April
2025. In total, Binford made
1,616 searches, according to
the probable cause affidavit.
He used another officer’s
credentials to conduct the
searches.

e Abigail Cramer (5-
year veteran): Resigned;
charged with six counts of
misconduct and six counts
of fraud.

Circle City Broadcast-
ing reached out to IMPD for
photos of the other officers,
but has yet to hear back.

“Today is a deeply dis-
heartening and disappointing

Schultz

criminal conduct
and shook the foundation of
trust that our agency is built
upon. But I refuse to let the
actions of a few define the
work of this department and
the hundreds of officers who
show up every day with one
mission: to protect our com-
munity.”

The alleged misuse hap-
pened before IMPD started
its new ALPR policy. In Au-
gust 2026, the department is-
sued updated rules for using
the technology. Every user
must now sign the policy
to keep access. All searches
must also include a case or
incident number and a feder-
al offense code.

IMPD also increased au-
diting to find misuse faster
and adopted a single login
system to prevent shared
credentials. The department
now shares ALPR data only
with Indiana law enforce-
ment agencies.

IMPD is currently turn-
ing these rules into a gener-
al order for public release.
The department stated it
supports laws that guide the
proper use of this technolo-
gy while using it to reduce
violent crime.

Statement from
Mayor Joe Hogsett

“Technology has prov-
en to be an essential tool in
modern policing; however,
any technology or police
database must be used for
the sole purpose of keeping
our city safe. The alleged
misuse of ALPR technol-
ogy by five IMPD officers
is absolutely unacceptable.
Actions like these erode the
community’s trust in law
enforcement and it violates
the sworn oaths these of-
ficers took to protect and
serve our neighborhoods.

“I commend Chief Terry
for her swift actions to hold
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these officers accountable. |
remain confident in IMPD’s
continued work to strength-
en policies and auditing
practices to ensure all polic-
ing tools are used properly
and strictly for the benefit of
public safety.”

Statement from
Indy Fraternal Order
of Police President

Rick Snyder

“Our collective organi-
zation is deeply disappoint-
ed by recent revelations
within the criminal charges
brought against members
of the Indianapolis Metro-
politan Police Department
for crimes related to misuse
of the License Plate Reader
technology.

“We fully support the
swift actions of IMPD Po-
lice Chief, Tanya Terry, to
promptly investigate these
matters, immediately sus-
pend the police powers of
those involved, and initiate
criminal referrals.

“While the FOP will
have no role in the defense
of these officers, we are
mindful of the presumption
of innocence unless and un-
til proven guilty.

“As due process contin-
ues, we encourage a full and
impartial review.

“Such alleged criminal
misuse of the technology
compromises the integri-
ty and trust placed on law
enforcement officers to use
this tool for protecting the
communities they serve.

“We support the efforts
of Chief Tanya Terry in
strengthening oversight and
use of this technology.

“Our FOP is also al-
ready advocating for stron-
ger guardrails with this
technology statewide by the
Indiana General Assembly
this upcoming session.

“In the interim, we re-
main focused on strengthen-
ing administrative policies
while balancing rightful pri-
vacy concerns.”

This story was original-
by published by WISH-TV
at wishtv.com/news/4-sus-
pended-1-former-impd-
officer-charged-after-li-
cense-plate-reader-audit.
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Rise of socialism among youth

My great-
grandmother,
Mary (Wampler)
Bowers, was born
in 1881 to a fami-
ly of early social-

GUEST COLUMNIST

The first time
I wvisited former
Rep. Greg Pence
at his D.C. office,
it was down the
hall from AOC’s

ist organizers in office. He told
Cincinnati. My me the people he
late father told me - saw come and go
of seeing a family NATE LaMAR from her office

photo of her, as a
child, seated on the lap of
Eugene Debs, the Social-
ist Party leader from Terre
Haute, who ran for Presi-
dent multiple times, often
from his jail cell!

Upon graduating from
high school, she revolted
from her family, moved to
Indiana, and got married.
She became a Suffragette,
then a conservative Repub-
lican, and was prominent
in Barry Goldwater’s 1964
Presidential campaign in
East Central Indiana.

The specter of American
Socialism was resurrected
in recent years by Senator
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), fol-
lowed by Representative
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
(D-N.Y.) (ak.a. AOC) and
her Democratic Socialists
of America (DSA). But
other elected officials who
are DSA members now in-
clude New York City Mayor
Zohran Mamdani and Rep.
Rashida Tlaib (D-Mich.).
This year, several other
DSA candidates nationwide
have defeated incumbent
members of Congress in
primaries and won Demo-
crat nominations for these
and other offices.

reminded him of
the bar scene in the original
Star Wars! Why are so many
youth smitten by a barista
who lucked into election
to Congress?! Why are so
many attracted to failed so-
cialism? I undertook a very
unscientific poll of my adult
daughters, their husbands,
my adult niece and her hus-
band, and my adult neph-
ew, with the following five
questions:

1. Were you ever taught
about socialism vs. capital-
ism in high school?

2. If so, was it taught in
your U.S. History, Govern-
ment, and/or Economics
class(es)?

3. If you can recall, did
your U.S. History class in-
clude the 1991 fall of the
Soviet Union?

4. If not, approximately
WHERE in U.S. History did
the class end (i.e. World War
I1, Korea, etc.)?

5. Were you ever taught
socialism vs. capitalism in
college? If so, in which
class(es)?

All seven young adults
graduated from public high
schools. They include three
Purdue grads, a Ball State
grad, a Taylor grad (also an

So, I wonder
how this group feels
about the election?

Ivy Tech grad), another Ivy
Tech grad, and a current
Western Governors Uni-
versity student. Interesting-
ly, none of their U.S. Histo-
ry classes included the fall
of the Soviet Union. All
seven were taught social-
ism vs. capitalism in high
school, although the class
teaching it varied, while
only two were taught about
it in college.

In this small sample,
our public schools seem to
be doing their job produc-
ing citizens, by teaching
socialism vs. capitalism.
Evidently, some colleges
are not teaching it consis-
tently (others must be mis-
leading gullible youth into
socialism).

A March 2025 survey by
the Cato Institute and You-
Gov found that 62 percent
of Americans aged 18 to 29
view socialism favorably.
But more disturbingly, on
Sept. 1, 2026, 192 Demo-
cratic members of the U.S.
House of Representatives
voted “NO” to a resolution

Graphic submitted by Nate LaMar

condemning socialism in all
its forms. Only eight Demo-
crats voted with all Repub-
lican members to pass the
resolution with 220 votes
total. Two Democrats voted
“present.”

This honestly makes me
wonder, how many Demo-
crat members of Congress
have actually visited any
truly socialist countries? Be-
yond some “social democ-
racies” in Europe, I would
like to know how many
have actually spent time in
any of the five remaining
officially communist coun-
tries (China, Cuba, Laos,
North Korea, and Vietnam).
A quick lesson for those not
previously taught: commu-
nist countries practice so-
cialism economically.

My Great-Grandma
Bowers may have grown up
socialist, but she chose bet-
ter. Today’s youth can, too.

Nate LaMar, a veteran
and career international
manager, also served as
President of Henry County
Council from 2009 to 2019.

Anderson man to serve more than four decades
in federal prison for child sexual abuse crimes

Submitted by
U.S. Attorney’s Office

Keynan Santos, 44, An-
derson, has been sentenced
to 44 years and one month
in federal prison, followed
by a lifetime of supervised
release, after pleading
guilty to sexual exploitation
of a child, possession of
child sexual abuse materi-
al, and committing a felony
offense while required to
register as a sex offender.
Santos was also ordered to
pay $10,000 in restitution to
Minor Victim 1.

Santos has a prior 2015
conviction for two felony
counts of Child Molesting
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and was sentenced to eight
years in the Indiana Depart-
ment of Correction. As a re-
sult of that conviction, he is
required to register as a sex
offender for life.

According to court doc-
uments, between November
and December 2024, San-
tos lived in Anderson with
Minor Victim 1, who was
under 12 years old at the
time and under his care and
custody. During this peri-
od, Santos sexually abused
and exploited the child and
recorded the abuse. He also
messaged the victim and
persuaded her to create and
send additional sexually ex-
plicit images.

The Hamilton County
Metro ICAC Task Force
was alerted by the National
Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children after Goo-
gle flagged an upload of
child sexual abuse material
linked to Santos’ account.
Investigators  subsequent-
ly searched Santos’ laptop
and cell phone, discovering
more than 600 images of
child sexual abuse material
across his devices.

“No child should ever
fear the person entrusted
with their safety. The de-
fendant’s exploitation of a
child in his care is a heart-
breaking betrayal of the
trust every child deserves at
home,” said Tom Wheeler,
United States Attorney for
the Southern District of In-
diana. “The horrific abuse
inflicted on this young vic-
tim is unconscionable, and
our office will continue to
work tirelessly with our law
enforcement partners to pro-
tect children, hold offenders

fully accountable, and bring
justice to survivors.”

“There is no safe harbor
for those who prey on chil-
dren,” said Homeland Secu-
rity Investigations Chicago
Special Agent in Charge
Matthew Scarpino. “This
sentence reflects the gravity
of the defendant’s crimes:
those who abuse children,
produce child sexual abuse
material, or use the internet
to continue their crimes will
be found, arrested, and held
accountable. HSI is proud to
stand with our federal, state,
and local partners in pro-
tecting victims and bringing
offenders to justice.”

“The Indiana Internet
Crimes Against Children
(ICAC) Task Force com-
mends the collaborative
work of the Hamilton
County Metro ICAC Task
Force and U.S. Homeland
Security  Investigations,”
said Indiana State Police
Lieutenant Christopher Ce-
cil, the commander of the
Indiana ICAC Task Force.
“The ICAC is about build-
ing teams and working to-
gether to make our commu-
nities safer for children and
their families.”

“We are fortunate to
have a strong relationship
with our federal partners,
and the sentence imposed
exemplifies the commit-
ment to holding offenders
accountable,” said Lt. Doug
Baker, Hamilton County
Metro ICAC Task Force
Supervisor.

The Hamilton County
Metro ICAC Task Force
investigated this case with
assist from Homeland Se-
curity Investigations. The

sentence was imposed by
U.S. District Judge Justin R.
Olson.

U.S. Attorney Wheeler
thanked Assistant U.S. At-
torney Kyle M. Sawa, who
prosecuted this case.

This case was brought
as part of Project Safe
Childhood, a nationwide
initiative launched in May
2006 by the Department of
Justice to combat the grow-
ing epidemic of child sexual
exploitation and abuse. Led
by U.S. Attorneys’ Offices
and the Child Exploitation
and Obscenity Section,
Project Safe Childhood
marshals federal, state, and
local resources to better
locate, apprehend, and
prosecute individuals who
exploit children via the in-
ternet, as well as to identify
and rescue victims.

If you are a victim of
child sexual exploitation,
please contact your local
police department. Re-
sources for victims of child
exploitation can be found
at justice.gov/usao-sdin/
project-safe-childhood.

This investigation was
conducted by the Indiana In-
ternet Crimes Against Chil-
dren (ICAC) Task Force,
a multiagency task force led
by the Indiana State Police
that investigates and pros-
ecutes persons who use the
internet to sexually exploit
or entice children. Each year,
Indiana ICAC investigators
evaluate thousands of tips,
investigate hundreds of cas-
es, and rescue dozens of chil-
dren from ongoing sexual
abuse. Visit internetcrimes
againstkids.com to learn
more about their efforts.

Letter guidelines
this election season

With the approach of the Nov. 3 General Election,
the Hamilton County Reporter is establishing some
Letters to the Editor guidelines to keep things fair and

balanced.

Letters addressing
new topics about the
upcoming election or
the policies of individ-
ual candidates will be
accepted until the end
of the business day on
Thursday, Oct. 22, and
will be published on
Friday, Oct. 23.

Letters
@ to the Editor

Letters in response to new topics published in our
Oct. 23 edition will be accepted until Tuesday, Oct. 27,
and will be published in our Wednesday, Oct. 28 edition.

These deadlines will give candidates and their sup-
porters the opportunity to reply to letters addressing

new topics.

Straight letters of endorsement will be accepted until
Thursday, Oct. 29, and will publish on Friday, Oct. 30.
Please send your letters to
News@ReadTheReporter.com.
Letters to the Editor do not represent
the opinions of The Reporter or our staff.



https://www.lyons-realty.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://footlite.org/
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdin/project-safe-childhood
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdin/project-safe-childhood
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdin/project-safe-childhood
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdin/project-safe-childhood
https://www.internetcrimesagainstkids.com/
https://www.internetcrimesagainstkids.com/
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Carmel Clay Schools
(CCS) has selected River-
view Health and Parkview
Sports Medicine (PSM) to
provide athletic training,
strength and conditioning,
sports nutrition, and peak
performance services for
student-athletes at Carmel
High School and the dis-
trict’s three middle schools.

The partnership will
support roughly 3,000 stu-
dent athletes across CCS.
Home to one of Indiana’s
largest and most accom-
plished athletic programs,
CCS has a longstanding tra-
dition of excellence in both
academics and athletics. The
partnership brings together
healthcare and performance
specialists to support stu-
dent-athletes  throughout
their athletic experience,
from injury prevention and
treatment to strength devel-
opment, nutrition, and men-
tal performance.

“Our  student-athletes
dedicate countless hours
to their sports, and they
deserve access to resourc-
es that help them succeed
both on and off the field,”
said Jim Inskeep, Director
of Athletics at Carmel High
School. “Having these re-
sources embedded within
our schools gives students
access to support through-
out the year. We’re excited
about the positive impact it
will have across our athletic
programs.”

As part of the partner-
ship, Riverview Health will
provide seven full-time cer-

tified athletic trainers, in-
cluding four at Carmel High
School and one at each of
the district’s three middle
schools. PSM will provide
a full-time certified strength
and conditioning special-
ist at Carmel High School,
along with access to a sports
dietitian and peak perfor-
mance coach.

“Supporting student-ath-
letes requires more than
coverage on the sidelines,”
said Julie Nix, Riverview
Health CEO. “Having ath-
letic trainers in our schools
allows us to build relation-
ships with students, coaches
and families long before an
injury occurs. When you’re
part of the school commu-
nity, you get to know the
athletes, understand their
goals and are better able to
support them throughout the
ups and downs of their ath-
letic journey.”

Athletic trainers are cer-
tified and licensed health-
care  professionals who
provide preventive care,
injury management, reha-
bilitation support and emer-
gency medical coverage for
student-athletes. They will
be present at home athletic
events, practices and other
activities as needed.

The full-time strength
and conditioning special-
ist will support students in
weightlifting classes during
the school day and work
with athletes on perfor-
mance training and injury
prevention outside of class.

“The best sports medi-
cine care starts long before

News

Carmel Clay Schools selects
Riverview Health & Parkview Sports
Medicine to support student-athletes

an athlete ever steps into
a clinic,” said Dr. Rob-
ert Klitzman, orthopedic
surgeon and team physi-
cian with Parkview Sports
Medicine. “When athletic
trainers, physicians and
performance  specialists
are working together, ath-
letes benefit from a level
of coordination that’s diffi-
cult to replicate anywhere
else. We’re excited to bring
that level of specialized
support to the Greyhounds
and be part of helping Car-
mel student-athletes stay
healthy and perform at
their best.”

In addition to athletic
training and strength de-
velopment, student-athletes
will have access to sports
nutrition and mental per-
formance resources through
PSM. The sports dietitian
will provide education and
consultations focused on
hydration, fueling, recovery
and healthy nutrition hab-
its. The peak performance
coach will support athletes
in developing mental skills
that can help them navigate
competition, injury, and
other challenges throughout
their athletic journey.

“We’re honored to part-
ner with Riverview Health
and Carmel Clay Schools
to support student-ath-
letes across the district,”
said Tommy Schoegler,
vice president of Parkview
Health’s orthopedic service
line, which includes PSM.
“This partnership allows
us to bring specialized re-
sources directly to students

Indiana’s Pre-1996 Teachers’ Retirement Fund
to be fully funded a decade earlier than projected

Submitted by Office of
Speaker Todd Huston
Indiana House Speaker
Todd Huston (R-Fishers)
applauded the announce-
ment on Thursday, Sept. 24,
at Interim Study Commit-
tee on Pension Manage-
ment Oversight that Indi-
ana’s Pre-1996 Teachers’
Retirement Fund is expect-
ed to be fully funded a de-
cade earlier than projected.
The Pre-96 fund sup-
ports pension payments for
Hoosier teachers hired be-
fore July 1, 1995. It was de-
signed to be a “pay-as-you-
go” model where benefits
are paid out as they come
due. The fund supports
nearly 52,000 retired teach-
ers and will support approx-
imately 3,900 additional
currently active teachers.

Huston  said
additional  pay-
ments on top of
the annual ap-
propriations  will
make the fund
fully vested by
2028 instead of
2038, saving fu-
ture taxpayers
the need to cover
over $1 billion annually in
defined benefit costs.

“Indiana’s fiscal dis-
cipline is delivering real
benefits for Hoosier educa-
tors and taxpayers,” Huston
said. “Through increased
annual contributions to the
teachers’ retirement fund
and additional one-time
investments, Indiana has
strengthened retirement
security for our teachers,
saved our schools billions

Huston

and reduced a ma-
jor long-term cost
for taxpayers.”

The  Gener-
al Assembly has
earmarked nearly
$14 billion to the
Pre-96 fund in the
last decade. More
than $4 billion of
that was addition-
al contributions.

Indiana  continues to
maintain one of the low-
est debt burdens among all
states. According to S&P
Global Ratings, Indiana
has the fourth-lowest net
tax-supported debt per
capita in the country.

House Speaker Todd
Huston (R-Fishers) rep-
resents House District 37,

which includes a portion of

Hamilton County.
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and complement the strong
foundation already in place
at Carmel. We’re excited to

help athletes continue de-

veloping, staying healthy
and pursuing their goals.”

Together, Riverview
Health and PSM offer ad-
vanced care close to home
when athletes need it. From
world-class orthopedic sur-
geons to the latest in robotic
technology, this partner-
ship aims to ensure athletes
are back in action as soon
as possible.
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Thursday,
October 1
4:30 - 6:00 pm
Noblesville High School

NOBLESVILLE
SCHOOLS

o

noblesville

4:00 pm
6:45 pm
6:50 pm
6:50 pm
6:50 pm
7:30 pm

Mon Sept 28 - Soccer

P Sk §

':1 the Web

Search for HCTV1

HAMILTON
COUNTY
TELEVISION

Wed Sept 23 - Volleyball
6:00 pm Carmel vs Noblesville | Junior Varsity Volleyball | HCTV Sports
7:30 pm Carmel vs Noblesville | Varsity Volleyball | HCTV Sports

www.HCTV1.com

On your Roku TV or Roku Device

Q;‘.«S

Thurs Sept 24 - Girls Soccer
5:30 pm Zionsville vs Noblesville | Girls C-Team| Noblesville Sports

Fri Sept 25 - Football & Parade
Noblesville 2026 Homecoming Parade with Kathy & Perry Williams
Taylor vs Sheridan | IHSAA Football
Guerin vs Chatard | IHSAA Football | Indiana SRN

Ritter vs Heritage Christian | IHSAA Football | Indiana SRN
Northeastern vs Lapel | IHSAA Football | Indiana SRN

Franklin Central vs Noblesville | IHSAA Football | HCTV Sports

Sat Sept 26 - Atlanta New Earth Festival
10:30am Atlanta New Earth Festival Free Stage : Branded Bluegrass
1:00 pm Atlanta New Earth Festival Free Stage : 45 RPM
4:00 pm Atlanta New Earth Festival Free Stage : Hill & Oaks

5:30 pm North Central vs Noblesville | Boys JV Gold Soccer | Noblesville Sports
6:45 pm North Central vs Noblesville | Girls JV C-Team Soccer | Noblesville Sports
7:30 pm Brebeuf vs Fishers | Girls JV2 Soccer | Fishers Sports

‘I’Ull Tuhe www.HCTV2.com

On your Amazon Fire TV or Device
* Search for Hamilton County TV

Eﬁﬁ%‘ﬂ‘hﬁﬁﬁtns

www.LoganStreetSigns.com

| Bragg Sports

Upcoming Broadcasts

ADLER
attorneys

136 SOUTH 9TH STREET
SUITE 400
NOBLESVILLE, IN 46060
317-773-1974

1010 WEST 8TH STREET
SUITE 5
ANDERSON, IN 46016
765-642-2080

CONTACT US

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE
at the Historic Adler Building.
Contact Kim Watson at
317-773-1974 for details.

Thank you for reading The Reporter!



https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://www.hctv1.com/
https://business.noblesvillechamber.com/events/details/state-of-the-schools-2026-4960
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter/videos
https://www.facebook.com/BethShellerforHamiltonCountyClerk/
https://tinyurl.com/yf7b3jbp
https://tinyurl.com/yf7b3jbp
https://tinyurl.com/yf7b3jbp
https://tinyurl.com/6rkmn4ym
https://tinyurl.com/6rkmn4ym
https://tinyurl.com/6rkmn4ym
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Meeting Notice

The Hamilton Heights School Corporation Board of Trustees will meet
at 8 a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 30, 2026, in the Board Room at the Hamilton

Heights Student Activity Center, 420 W. North St., Arcadia.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under
1.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door
Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

—TIPTON COUNTY —

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TIPTON COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
CO-V-24-26 Jackson

Notice is hereby given that the Tipton County Board of Zoning Appeals, on the
7th day of October 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the 1st Floor meeting room of the Tipton
County Courthouse, 101 East Jefferson Street, Tipton, Indiana, will hold a public
hearing to consider the following:

CO-V-24-26: Caleb Jackson, petitioner and owner, requests approval of one (1)
development standard variance to reduce the front setback to fifty-six (56) feet
from the center of the road.

The property is more fully described as:

PART OF THE WEST HALF (1/2) OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (1/4)
OF SECTION FIVE (5), TOWNSHIP TWENTY-TWO (22) NORTH, RANGE
SIX (6) EAST, WILDCAT TOWNSHIP, TIPTON COUNTY, INDIANA,
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT A POINT SIX HUNDRED
NINE AND FIVE-TENTHS (609.5) FEET NORTH OF THE SOUTHEAST
CORNER OF SAID WEST HALF (1/2); THENCE NORTH ONE HUNDRED
FIFTY THREE AND THIRTY-EIGHT HUNDREDTHS (153.38); THENCE
WEST ONE HUNDRED FORTY-TWO (142) FEET; THENCE SOUTH ONE
HUNDRED FIFTY-THREE AND THIRTY-EIGHT HUNDREDTHS (153.38)
FEET; THENCE EAST ON HUNDRED FORTY-TWO (142) FEET, TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING FIFTY HUNDRETHS (.50) ACRE.

More commonly known as: 5620 N 725 E, Windfall, Indiana 46076

Parcel No.: 80-80-05-200-007.020-010

Interested persons desiring to present their views upon this case will be given
an opportunity to be heard at the above-mentioned time and place or comments
or objections shall be submitted in writing to the Planning Office at 101 East
Jefferson Street, Tipton, Indiana 46072 prior to 12:00 p.m. on the day of the
hearing.

The proposal may be viewed in the Planning Office prior to the hearing. The
hearing may be continued from time to time.
Tipton County Board of Zoning Appeals

R8701

9/25/26, 9/28/26

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TIPTON COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
CO-V-23-26 McAllister

Notice is hereby given that the Tipton County Board of Zoning Appeals, on the
7th day of October 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the 1st Floor meeting room of the Tipton
County Courthouse, 101 East Jefferson Street, Tipton, Indiana, will hold a public
hearing to consider the following:

CO-V-23-26: Ryan and Mary McAllister, petitioner and owner, requests one (1)
use variance to operate a retail trade establishment in the RR — Rural Residential
zoning district.

The property is more fully described as:

Part of the Southeast Quarter of Section 10, Township 21 North, Range 5 East,
described as follows:

Beginning at a point in the South line of Indiana State Highway #28 — 328 feet
West of the center line of Section 10, running thence South 70.75 feet, thence
West 124 feet to the Northwest corner of Eliza J. Duke’s Second Addition to the
Town of Hobbs, Indiana, thence North 70.75 feet to the South line of said State
Highway #28, thence East 124 feet along said right-of-way line to the place of
beginning, containing 2/10 of an acre, in Tipton County, Indiana.

TOGETHER WITH: an easement agreement by and between MELVIN R.
SALLEE and ARLENE K. SALLEE (“Grantor”) and FIVE STAR REALTOR
GROUP, LLC (“Grantee”) regarding the use and maintenance of an off-site
septic disposal system, the terms of which are set forth in the EASEMENT FOR
USE OF SEPTIC SYSTEM AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT recorded
on 4 August 2021, as Instrument No. 20212358, in the records of Tipton County,
Indiana.

Commonly known as: 3435 East State Road 28, Hobbs, Indiana 46047

Parcel No.: 80-10-10-200-001.010-007

Interested persons desiring to present their views upon this case will be given
an opportunity to be heard at the above-mentioned time and place or comments
or objections shall be submitted in writing to the Planning Office at 101 East
Jefferson Street, Tipton, Indiana 46072 prior to 12:00 p.m. on the day of the
hearing.

The proposal may be viewed in the Planning Office prior to the hearing. The
hearing may be continued from time to time.
Tipton County Board of Zoning Appeals

R8702

9/25/26, 9/28/26

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TIPTON COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
CO-V-20-26 Bachman

Notice is hereby given that the Tipton County Board of Zoning Appeals, on the
7th day of October 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the 1st Floor meeting room of the Tipton
County Courthouse, 101 East Jefferson Street, Tipton, Indiana, will hold a public
hearing to consider the following:

CO-V-20-26: Dennis Bachman, petitioner and owner, requests one (1)
development standard variance to reduce the required front setback for a
residential home from 93 feet to 74 feet from the center of the road in the AG
zoning district.

The property is more fully described as:

Part of the Northwest Quarter of Section 31, Township ee North, Range 6 East,
Madison Township, Tipton County, described as follows: Commencing as the
Northwest Corner of said Quarter marked by a Boat Spike; thence N 89 Degrees
17°48” E 1157.70’ along the Northline of said Quarter to the center line of
McClellan Street; thence S 47 degrees 37° 56° W 238.67” along said center line
to the point of beginning, marked by a railroad spike; thence S 47 degrees 09’
39” E 205.91” along a farm fence to the center line of McClellan Street; thence
N 47 degrees 37° 56” E 312.52” along said centerline to the point of beginning,
containing 1.51 acres, more or less, subject t to highway right-of-way,

Commonly known as: 119 N. Cob Street, Tipton, IN 46072

Parcel No.: 80-08-31-200-006.010-007

Interested persons desiring to present their views upon this case will be given
an opportunity to be heard at the above-mentioned time and place or comments
or objections shall be submitted in writing to the Planning Office at 101 East
Jefferson Street, Tipton, Indiana 46072 prior to 12:00 p.m. on the day of the
hearing.

The proposal may be viewed in the Planning Office prior to the hearing. The
hearing may be continued from time to time.
Tipton County Board of Zoning Appeals

R8703

9/25/26, 9/28/26

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TIPTON COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
CO-V-22-26 1lle

Notice is hereby given that the Tipton County Board of Zoning Appeals, on the
7th day of October 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the 1st Floor meeting room of the Tipton
County Courthouse, 101 East Jefferson Street, Tipton, Indiana, will hold a public
hearing to consider the following:

CO-V-22-26: Frank Ille, petitioner, Love’s Travel Stops and Country Stores,
Inc., owner, requests approval of one (1) special exception variance to allow four
(4) additional parking spaces that would serve as overnight recreational vehicle
parking with full utility and sanitary services.

The property is more fully described as:

Part of the Southeast Quarter of Section 12, Township 21 North, Range 3 East of
the Second Principal Meridian, Jefferson Township, Tipton County, Indiana, more
particularly described as follows:

Commencing at the southeast corner of said Southeast Quarter; thence South
87 degrees 27 minutes 21 seconds West 36.68 feet along the south line of said
quarter section to the centerline of U.S. 31; thence North 0 degrees 21 minutes 13
seconds East 115.71 feet along the centerline of said U.S. 31 to the centerline of
S.R. 28; thence North 89 degrees 54 minutes 18 seconds West 1572.22 feet along
the centerline of said S.R. 28; thence North 0 degrees 05 minutes 42 seconds
East 30.00 feet to the north boundary of said S.R. 28; thence North 78 degrees
35 minutes 42 seconds West 101.98 feet along said north boundary and the point
of beginning of this description; thence North 89 degrees 54 minutes 18 seconds
West 128.04 feet along said boundary; thence North 0 degrees 04 minutes 56
seconds West 29.96 feet; thence North 89 degrees 55 minutes 04 seconds East
212.23 feet; thence North 63 degrees 42 minutes 07 seconds East 265.91 feet;
thence North 15 degrees 40 minutes 44 seconds East 158.95 feet to the west line
of the East Half of said Southeast Quarter; thence North 0 degrees 04 minutes
56 seconds West 1,306.13 feet along the west line of said East Half; thence
Northwesternly, Northely, Northeasterly, Easterly and Southeasterly 238.96 feet
along an arc to the right having a radius of 70.00 feet and subtended by a long
chord having a bearing of North 32 degrees 38 minutes 32 seconds East and a
length of 138.71 feet; thence North 41 degrees 54 minutes 21 seconds East 32.54
feet; thence North 89 degrees 27 minutes 35 seconds East 1,084.04 feet to the
western boundary of said U.S. 31; thence South 6 degrees 20 minutes 54 seconds
West 269.03feet along said western boundary to the north line of land described
in Deed Record 157, page 684 in the Office of the Recorder of Tipton County,
Indiana; thence South 89 degrees 55 minutes 53 seconds West 219.75 feet along
the north line of said land to the northwest corner of said land; thence South 0
degrees 21 minutes 05 seconds West along the west line of said land and the west
line of land described in Deed Record 164, page 366A to the southwest corner of
the land described in Deed Record 164, page 366A; thence North 89 degrees 39
minutes 14 seconds East 202.69 feet along the south line of said land to the west
boundary of said U.S. 31; thence South 5 degrees 02 minutes 23 seconds West
69.78 feet along said boundary to the northwestern boundary of the intersection
of said U.S.31 and said S.R. 28; thence South 29 degrees 02 minutes 48 seconds
West 820.26 feet along the boundary of the intersection of said U.S. 31 and said
S.R. 28; thence South 0 degrees 05 minutes 42 seconds West 244.00 feet along
said boundary; thence South 64 degrees 02 minutes 29 seconds West 50.09 feet
along said boundary to the north boundary od said S.R. 28; thence North 89
degrees 54 minutes 18 seconds West 246.00 feet along said north boundary;
thence South 81 degrees 57 minutes 54 seconds West 141.42 feet along said
boundary; thence South 79 degrees 41 minutes 52 seconds West 110.82 feet along
said boundary; thence Noeth 89 degrees 54 minutes 18 seconds West 550.00 feet
along said boundary to the point of beginning, containing 38.170 acres, more or
less.

Commonly known as: 1875 Campbell Crossing, Tipton, IN 46072

Parcel No.: 80-12-12-400-012.040-003

Interested persons desiring to present their views upon this case will be given
an opportunity to be heard at the above-mentioned time and place or comments
or objections shall be submitted in writing to the Planning Office at 101 East
Jefferson Street, Tipton, Indiana 46072 prior to 12:00 p.m. on the day of the
hearing.

The proposal may be viewed in the Planning Office prior to the hearing. The
hearing may be continued from time to time.

Tipton County Board of Zoning Appeals
R8704

9/25/26, 9/28/26

Opinion

It ain’t over till it’s over

“Technical-
b, according to
chemistry, alco-
hol is a solution.”
— Unknown

I want to apol-
ogize to the five
of you (maybe
that many) who

COLUMNIST

JON SMYRNIS

from the floor to
four feet up, gone.
Kitchen cabinets,
gone.  Flooring;
hardwoods, lam-
inate, carpet,
subfloors, gone.
Personal effects,
gone. We were

follow my col- ‘ able to save a lot
umn regularly. 1 | BowbenPschosis | of things, but it’s
—

haven’t been able
to give this little endeavor
the attention that it needs.
That’s not fair to you (or
maybe it is). You see, I've
just been tremendously busy
helping my family with their
flood recovery. Sure, I've
had free time. But writing a
column about Bourbon has
been the furthest thing from
my mind.

It’s a very strange thing
going through a disaster.
At first it was “all hands on
deck”. The outpouring of
help and relief was wonder-
ful. Don’t get me wrong, it
still is. The giving, helpful,
altruistic, nature of humanity
has shone brightly. Yet, things
seem to be winding down on
that front. And that’s okay.
It’s just the way it is.

Problem is, after the
waters have receded, and
the initial clean-up is over,
there’s still tons to get done.
My family’s home, to put it
bluntly, was totally trashed.
Appliances, gone. Most of
the furniture, gone. Walls

no lie to say that
this has been devastating.
Bourbon has been the fur-
thest thing from my mind.

Personally, I’ve been at
their house nearly every day
— cleaning up, ripping out
drywall, repairing subfloors,
tearing out and repairing bad
wall joists, replacing elec-
trical outlets, hanging dry-
wall, etc., etc., etc. It’s been
tough. Not trying to sound
like a martyr. I’'m more than
happy to do it, and it’s been
strangely fun (more on that
in a few paragraphs). I love
my family. Bourbon has
been the furthest thing from
my mind.

Thank goodness 1 re-
tired this past January and
have the time to do it. Also
thank goodness that I re-
tired young and still have
the strength and know-how
(a little) to get most of this
physical labor done. Yet, I
get home at the end of the
day, and I'm just wiped
out. Then, I have to get all
of my own responsibilities

taken care of. Bourbon has
been the furthest thing from
my mind.

I’m not trying to take all
of the “credit”. It takes a vil-
lage, and we have certainly
had tons of help — thank you
to all! Again, other family
members, friends, the lo-
cal community, neighbors,
church groups, heck, even
total strangers have come
out of the woodwork to
lend a hand or a handout.
Did I say thank you? Well
I’'m going to shout it again:
THANK YOU TO EVERY-
ONE!

On the other hand ...
This calamity has brought
my family closer together.
Literally — my in-laws are
living with us. There’s the
age-old schtick about how
in-laws are a pain. Not so
here. In a weird way this has
been a really fun time. Still

. not thinking of writing
about bourbon.

Of course, booze has
played its part through all of
this (how could it not?). Al-
though, strangely enough, it
hasn’t been bourbon. My fa-
ther-in-law, Ron, enjoys his
scotch. Quite often through-
out our recent time together,
when the day is over and
we’ve put the hammers,
drills, and paint brushes
down, we’ve enjoyed an
evening libation together
(or two, or ...).

i -Il-li||\}||1'uu|m|H\HHHumullllllii~

BIFETIME LEGACY LAWYERS

Poclcast

https://lifetimelegacylawyers.com

Our booze of choice?
Costco’s  Kirkland brand
scotch (I didn’t say he en-
joys fancy scotch). In real-
ity, the stuff is very good.
It’s amazingly smooth and
sweet with just a wisp of
peat at the finish. Who
woulda thunk? BTW, the
same goes for Kirkland’s
Cognac — wonderful stuff.

Which is also amongst
Ron’s favorites.
Ron and I have drunk to-

gether before (that’s an un-
derstatement). Yet living to-
gether, working together on
the restoration, and having a
libation together on a daily
basis has brought us closer.
I'love that!

The same goes for my
wife’s cousin Ken, who
lives right next door to my
in-laws, and whose house
was also wrecked by the
flood. You know Ken. He’s
written many wonderful
column for this publication
for a while now, including
several recent columns on
his experiences throughout
this nightmare. He’s actu-
ally the one responsible for
talking me into writing this
column (so you have him
to blame).

Ken recently re-discov-
ered Mickey’s Malt. I had
not imbibed in Mickey’s
since college (in the ‘80s —
yikes!). It’s been a nice blast
from the past, and it’s pretty
good stuff. After working at
Ron’s there have been a few
times where [’ve walked
next door and enjoyed an
ice-cold one and great con-
versation with Ken. Fun
times, despite the tribula-
tion. Yet, bourbon has still
been the furthest thing from
my mind.

It seems like this writ-
ing is a little disjointed (you
should be used to that by
now). | suppose that’s be-
cause I'm a little disjointed
(see above). I’ll wrap up by
saying that I’ll get back to
my normal self soon. Just
like all of this chaos sur-
rounding me will right it-
self, with a little more work
of course. I’ll get back my
bourbon state of mind and
return to the caramel-y,
oaky, boozy, good stuff. Un-
til then, cheers!

Jon Smyrnis is a lifelong
Indianapolis area resident.
He enjoys traveling, hiking,
biking, kayaking, dining out,
and, of course, fine cocktails
and great bourbons.

TOM & SONI SHEEHAN

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
OF NOBLESVILLE

Register your

Sponsored by



https://bgcni.org/eventos/trick-or-trivia/
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h

Submitted

the National Bobble-
head Hall of Fame and Mu-
seum launched a Kickstart-
er Campaign to produce
the first Rocky Horror Show
Bobbleheads. Featuring
seven bobbleheads based on
the original version of the
1973 Rocky Horror Show
which inspired the cult clas-
sic musical comedy horror
film The Rocky Horror Pic-
ture Show.

A Kickstarter-exclusive
Dr. Frank-N-Furter Bobble-
head is only available for
backers of the Kickstarter
Campaign. Other bobble-
heads offered through the
Kickstarter Campaign in-
clude characters Rocky,
Brad, Janet, Magenta, Riff
Raff, and Columbia. The
bobbleheads are  being
produced by the National
Bobblehead Hall of Fame
and Museum, an official
licensee of the Rocky Hor-
ror Show.

With a goal of raising
$15,000, the Kickstarter
Campaign runs through 1
a.m. Eastern Time on Hallow-
een, Saturday, Oct. 31. The
bobbleheads are available
for $30 each plus shipping
with other exclusive add-ons
also available. In addition,
fans who want to show their
support for the campaign but
don’t need a bobblehead can
do so for as little as $1 on the
campaign page.

A limited number of bob-
bleheads will be produced

based on the demand from
the Kickstarter Campaign.
Backing the campaign is
the only way to obtain the
original Dr. Frank-N-Furter
Bobblehead. Standing on a
red circular base bearing his
name and the Rocky Horror
logo, which also bobbles,
the Dr. Frank-N-Furter bob-
blehead is wearing his iconic
outfit featuring a black cor-
set, fishnet stockings, black
briefs, a pearl necklace, and
high-heeled platform shoes.
After playing Dr. Frank-N-
Furter on stage, Tim Curry
made his film debut playing
the transvestite scientist in
the movie. Curry recently
died on Aug. 25, 2026, at
the age of 80, making this
bobblehead a great trib-
ute to the character that he

brought to life.
“We’re  excited to
launch this Kickstarter

News

Rocky Horror Show bobbleheads
Kickstarter campaign launched

campaign to produce the
first Rocky Horror Show
Bobbleheads  celebrating
the iconic characters that so
many people have come to
know and love over the past
50 plus years,” National
Bobblehead Hall of Fame
and Museum Co-Founder
and CEO Phil Sklar said.
“These bobbleheads are
the perfect way for fans of
‘Rocky Horror’ to show off
their love for their favorite
characters.”

Graphic provided

About the National
Bobblehead Hall of Fame
and Museum

The National Bobblehead
Hall of Fame and Museum,
which is located at 170 S. 1st
St., Milwaukee, Wis., opened
to the public on Feb. 1, 2019.
The HOF and Museum also
produces high quality, cus-
tomized bobbleheads for retail
sale as well as organizations,
individuals, and teams across
the country. Learn more at
bobbleheadhall.com.
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TODAY’S BIBLE READING

Love THE Lorp Your Gop

When the Lord your God brings you into the
land he swore to your fathers, to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land with large,
flourishing cities you did not build, houses filled
with all kinds of good things you did not provide,
wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive
groves you did not plant—then when you eat and
are satisfied, be careful that you do not forget the
Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the
land of slavery.

Fear the Lord your God, serve him only and
take your oaths in his name. Do not follow other
gods, the gods of the peoples around you;, for the
Lord your God, who is among you, is a jealous
God and his anger will burn against you, and
he will destroy you from the face of the land. Do
not put the Lord your God to the test as you did
at Massah. Be sure to keep the commands of the
Lord your God and the stipulations and decrees
he has given you. Do what is right and good in
the Lords sight, so that it may go well with you
and you may go in and take over the good land
the Lord promised on oath to your ancestors,
thrusting out all your enemies before you, as the
Lord said.

Deuteronomy 6:10-19 (NIV)

V4

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries

The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families
for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday
also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask
that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at

ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.
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Honoring, Remembering, & Celebraling

317.984.3614

www.hartleyfuneralhomes.com

Pre-Arrangenients
Celebrations of Life
Grief Support
Monumenis
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Contact Information

317-773-2584
Our family has been serving Hamilton County since 1953

Funeral Homes

1685 Westfield Road, Noblesville
1150 Logan Street, Noblesville
12010 Allisonville Road, Fishers

Email
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Web Address
ReadTheReporter.com

Publisher Stu Clampitt
765-365-2316

Subscription Inquiries
Subscribe@ReadTheReporter.com
765-585-9519

Advertising & Public Notices
Ads@ReadTheReporter.com
765-365-2316

Mailing Address
136 S. 9th St., Suite 12
Noblesville, IN 46060
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2513 SHERIDAN

SOED!

18149 ATLANTIC

SOPFD!

18532 ORIENTAL

RENBDING!

9919 FOUNTAIN

20971 Shoreline

Unit 410 CoVE DRIVE OAK COURT RoAD COURT
NOBLESVILLE INDIANAPOLIS NOBLESVILLE NOBLESVILLE CICERO
Enjoy low-maintenance This 3 bed, 2.5 bath beauty near Beautiful 4BR, 2BA 2 Own this charming 1.5-acre This desirable 3BR, 2BA
waterfront living in this Geist Reservoir offers an open half baths in Oakmont of country retreat! Features Cicero ranch on .44 acres

Noblesville. Situated on over features a remodeled kitchen
half an acre (.68) wooded lot
featuring a screened porch
and finished basement along
with a three car tandem

garage. This move-in ready

gated 2BR, 2BA Morse Lake
condo. Features include

2,000+ sq ft, 4BR, 2BA, and
a new roof. Enjoy a cozy

concept floor plan, new roof,
carpet, and remodeled primary with quartz counters, wood-
burning fireplace, spacious
primary suite, and private,
wooded backyard with two
storage sheds. Lake access

and boat docks.

bath. Enjoy the versatile living fireplace, spacious kitchen,
spaces, updated kitchen,
spacious fenced-in backyard,

and a heated golf

fresh paint, new carpet,
boat slip, two garage spots,
storage, and stainless
kitchen. Luxury meets

and fenced yard. Perfectly
located near Hamilton
Town Center and I-69.

convenience. y simulator garage! property awaits you. Won't last long!
Listed at $299,900 : ’ \ Listed at $299,900 Listed at $559,900 Listed at $274,900 Listed at $339,900
« '
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