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New Earth Festival September 26-27
53rd Atlanta New Earth Festival 

Come and be a part of this great event!
Sponsored by Gaylor Electric, Christine Altman, and Duke Energy

Free Entertainment & Kids Zone! 
45 RPM Saturday and Living Proof Sunday 

Stage sponsored by Hamilton County Commissioner Mark Heirbrandt

Interactive Learning! 
Public Safety & Health Area sponsored by Christine Altman and I.U. Health

Over 600 Vendors!  
Unique arts, crafts, antiques, collectibles, and more! 

Enjoy the farmers market and culinary delights 
to tempt your palate!

Get behind the wheel of a Westfield school bus!
Submitted by Westfield 
Washington Schools

Westfield Washington 
Schools (WWS) invites pro-
spective bus drivers to a Drive 
the Bus hiring event from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 3, at the 
WWS Transportation Center, 
17900 Towne Road.

Attendees will have the 
opportunity to get behind the 
wheel of a school bus and drive 
around the Transportation Cen-
ter lot alongside members of the 
WWS training team.

The event is designed to 
show that becoming a bus driv-
er is more approachable than 
some may think. No previous 
school bus driving experience is 
necessary, and WWS provides 

paid training to help new drivers 
prepare for the role and earn the 
required credentials.

“Driving a school bus can 
seem intimidating until you 
actually get behind the wheel,” 
Director of Transportation Mi-
chael Reinhardt said. “This 
event gives people a chance to 
try it in a comfortable environ-
ment, ask questions, meet our 
team, and see if it might be the 
right fit for them.”

Staff will be available 
throughout the event to an-
swer questions about driving 
for WWS, training, and the ap-
plication process. Prospective 
drivers who are ready to take 
the next step can complete an 
application on site.

Photo provided by Westfield Washington Schools
Now, come on. Who among us can say they haven’t 
wanted to drive a school bus at least one time in life?

Sheridan students get a 
glimpse at their futures

Submitted by Sheridan 
Community Schools

On Tuesday, Sept. 15, Sher-
idan Middle and High School 
held its quarterly Future Fair for 
high school students and eighth 
graders.

These college and career 
fairs are held each quarter for 
students to gain insight into the 
businesses, schools, and oppor-
tunities that await them after 
high school and beyond. This 
Future Fair was particularly ex-
citing because it also took place 
during the school-wide College 
GO! Week. The week was ded-
icated to all-things-college as 
seniors, specifically, started ap-
plications and discovered what 
could be in store for their future.

At this quarter's Future Fair, 
students had the opportunity to 
learn about the various career 
paths and colleges while inter-
acting with the representatives 
from the local businesses and 
organizations. Through the con-
versations, students were able 
to form a personal connection 

and gain real-world insight into 
the different pathways. These 
experiences help bridge the 
gap between high school and 
post-graduation life while al-
lowing students to better under-
stand what they are capable of.

At the Future Fair, one stu-
dent was overheard saying, “I 
hadn’t planned to go to college 
because my parents have al-
ways told me what I’m going to 

do. But this is really showing 
me that I have options!”

Jill Cali, the Education Pro-
fessions and Early College co-
ordinator for SHS, also said, “I 
love seeing our students inter-
acting with guests at the SHS 
Future Fairs! Our students are 
learning that talking about col-
lege, technical training, mili-
tary, or potential careers isn’t 
scary and is worth their time 

and effort. I’m also pleased 
that they’re practicing the real-
ly valuable employability skills 
of effective communication and 
professionalism when they at-
tend these events.”

Students got to meet and 
make connections with the fol-
lowing businesses and organi-
zations:

The sixth
Love Language

Many readers may 
be familiar with Gary 
Chapman’s excellent 
1992 book, The Five 
Love Languages: The 
Secret to Love That 
Lasts. While I had 
heard of the book, I 
didn’t read it until a 
few years ago. 

If you don’t know 
Chapman’s five love 
languages, they include:

1. Words of Affirmation
2. Physical Touch
3. Receiving Gifts
4. Quality Time
5. Acts of Service
My best friend Stacey recommended the 

book when John and I encountered a rocky 
patch – a common occurrence in most mar-
riages. I’m grateful to her because it helped 
us back then and continues to help us now.

John and I enjoyed talked about and 
discovering our top love languages. Con-
veniently for us, Words of Affirmation are 
both number one. Acts of Service is number 
two for me, while Quality Time is John’s. 

Recently, however, John and I have 
figured out there’s a sixth love language – 
well, at least for us. We would call it Cook-
ing Meals. Now, you may argue cooking 
meals fits in the category of Acts of Service 
or even Receiving Gifts. But we feel it’s a 
whole other level. 

We all must eat. But sometimes in this 
busy world, the thought of having to cook 
anything is overwhelming. Sure, we can 
turn to fast food, takeout, frozen dinners, 
etc. But of course, this comes at a cost, both 
financially and sometimes nutritionally.

AMY SHANKLAND
Perfectly Imperfect

COLUMNIST

Hoosiers screening marks 40th anniversary
Nov. 15 event to feature actors, creators & team bus from landmark movie
The REPORTER

A classic film about Indi-
ana’s signature pastime will 
be celebrated with an upcom-
ing special event presented by 
Allied Solutions Center for the 
Performing Arts.

The basketball drama 
Hoosiers, initially released 
in November 1986, received 
two Academy Award nomi-
nations, earned a spot in the 
Library of Congress’ Na-
tional Film Registry, and is 
widely considered one of the 
greatest sports movies of all 
time. The script was inspired 
by the true story of underdog 
Milan High School’s surprise 
win in the 1954 men’s state 
championship.

A 40th anniversary screen-
ing set for 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 
15, at the Payne & Mencias 
Palladium will include a live, 
in-person Q&A with four key 
figures from the film’s pro-
duction: screenwriter Angelo 
Pizzo, director David Ans-
paugh, and actors Brad Long, 
who butted heads with the 
coach as team captain Buddy 
Walker, and Maris Valainis, 
whose character Jimmy Chit-

wood made the last-second 
winning shot. Sports talk ra-
dio personality JMV of 93.5 
& 107.5 The Fan will lead 
the post-screening discussion, 
which will be followed by an 
autograph session.

Also on hand will be one 
of the film’s central props, the 
small, cherry-red 1939 Chev-
rolet school bus that trans-
ported the fictional Hickory 
Huskers team to their games. 
Fans are invited to take photos 
with the iconic vehicle as it is 
parked outside the building for 
the occasion.

Tickets starting at $25 are 
available online at TheCen-
terPresents.org/Hoosiers, by 
phone at (317) 843-3800, and 
in person at the Palladium’s 
Fifth Third Bank Box Of-
fice, 1 Carter Green, Carmel. 
A limited number of student 
tickets is available at $15, and 
discounts are available for 
military personnel, veterans 
and first responders.

The event is part of the 
JPMorganChase Spotlight Se-
ries and the 2026-2027 Center 
Presents Season sponsored by 
Allied Solutions.

Photo provided
(TOP) Coach Norman Dale (Gene Hackman) gives 
his team a pep talk in a scene from Hoosiers (1986). 
(ABOVE) This 1939 Chevrolet school bus played a 
supporting role in the classic Indiana basketball drama.

Carmel Fire Chief
Joel Thacker to depart
The REPORTER

Carmel Fire Department Chief Joel 
Thacker will depart from his position 
effective Friday, Oct. 23, with Deputy 
Chief Lucas Ray 
stepping in as in-
terim chief.

“Chief Thacker 
has provided ded-
ication and lead-
ership to our fire 
department and the 
entire Carmel com-
munity,” Mayor 
Sue Finkam said. “I 
am grateful for his 
service, particularly 
his effort in secur-
ing vital equipment 
and technology up-
grades and leading 
local flood recov-
ery responses and I 
wish him the best in 
his next chapter.”

Thacker started 
as Carmel Fire Department Chief in Sep-
tember 2024, and under his leadership 
the department has achieved several key 
milestones, including:

• Acquired a fifth ambulance to en-
hance EMS response capabilities

• Upgraded essential fire and EMS 
equipment and integrated emerging 
technology to support firefighter safety 
and efficiency

• Instituted a lateral hiring process and 
prioritized officer development programs

• Led the coordination of Emergency 
Operations Center flood recovery efforts

After leaving his role as fire chief, 
Thacker will return to the Indiana De-
partment of Homeland Security to lead 
the agency’s newly created Office of 
Cybersecurity, according to IDHS.

The City of Carmel will begin a 
search process to select a candidate to 
lead the department. Interested candi-
dates can view the job posting and ap-
plication details at this link.

Thacker

Finkam

See Love . . . Page 2

Photos provided by Sheridan Community Schools
Students met with numerous businesses and organizations at the last Future Fair.

See Future . . . Page 2

http://paulpoteet.com
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://wishtv.com
https://readthereporter.com
https://tinyurl.com/AtlantaNewEarth
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https://tinyurl.com/ywe84udz
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I remember how I felt 
when people brought over 
homemade meals right after 
I gave birth to each of my 
two sons. This time of life 
was incredibly overwhelm-
ing, and to cross “dinner” off 
the list for a day was huge.

John and I genuinely 
enjoy planning and cook-
ing meals for the people we 
love. We’re blessed to cook 
dinner every Sunday for 
our son Jonathon and his 
significant other, Olivia. 
It’s fun to brainstorm new 
ideas and see the look of 
joy on their faces when we 
present the meal.

Our kitchen is rather 
small, so working together 
takes some coordination. 
But cooking is a weekend 
tradition John and I love. 
And bonus – I’m a “clean as 
you go” cook. So, the kitch-
en ends up looking less like 
a war zone when we finally 
put dinner on the table.

This love language is 

what motivated me to join 
Lasagna Love years ago. 
While I no longer am in 
the program (since I’m al-
ways discovering people 
in my own city who need 
meals) I highly recommend 
the organization if Cooking 
Meals is one of your love 
languages. Check ‘em out at  
lasagnalove.org.

One new thing I enjoy 
doing is praying for the peo-
ple who will eat the meal I 
create. I feel it adds an extra 
layer of love. 

Hats off to Mr. Chap-
man for such a life-changing 
concept and book. May we 
all learn our own Love Lan-
guages and spread their joy 
to those around us.

Amy Shankland is an 
empty-nester, writer, and 
fundraising profession-
al living in Noblesville 
with her husband John 
and two dogs. You can 
reach her via email at 
amys@greenavenue.info.

• Built To Succeed – In-
diana Careers in Construc-
tion Association

• Franklin College
• Grand Canyon Uni-

versity
• Hamilton County 911
• Huntington University
• Indiana Army and Na-

tional Guard
• IU Bloomington – 

Hamilton Lugar School 
of Global & International 
Studies

• IU Kokomo
• InvestEd
• IU Indianapolis
• Ivy Tech – Hamilton 

County
• KLR Medical Certifi-

cation Training School
• Manchester Universi-

ty
• Marian University 

– College of Osteopathic 
Medicine

• Taylor University

• The Pursuit Institute 
(TPI)

• The Vet Tech Institute 
of Indiana

• Trine University
• US Air Force, Space 

Force, Army, and Navy
• University of India-

napolis 
• University of Southern 

Indiana

• Valparaiso University
• Wabash College
Sheridan High School 

and Middle School appre-
ciate the businesses and 
organizations for their time, 
support, and willingness to 
invest in students by pro-
viding meaningful conver-
sations and real-world op-
portunities.

Love
from Page 1

Photos provided by Sheridan Community Schools

Future
from Page 1

First Financial Bank to 
hold food drive in October
The REPORTER

First Financial Bank 
will hold a Carmel-area 
food drive from Oct. 1 to 
30, accepting donations of 
canned and nonperishable 
food items in marked bins 
at its financial center at 751 
City Center Drive in Carm-
el, as well as in all locations 
in Central Indiana. 

“In all that we do, we 
are committed to the well-
being of our neighbors,” 
said Roddell McCullough, 
chief corporate responsibil-
ity officer. “This food drive 
builds on First Financial’s 
purpose of creating oppor-
tunities for our clients and 
communities to thrive.”  

At the end of the drive, 
First Financial associates 
will select local organiza-
tions to receive donated 
food items for distribution 
throughout the community. 

This is the fifth year 
that First Financial has or-
ganized a food drive. Last 
year’s campaign collect-
ed more than 9,800 food 
items throughout First Fi-
nancial’s Midwestern foot-
print. More than 28,000 
food items have been do-
nated since the first year of 
the campaign. 

First Financial Bank 
and its associates strive to 

be outstanding community 
partners through the food 
drive and other initiatives.

First Financial is now in 
the third year of its $2.573 
billion, five-year Commu-
nity Benefits Agreement 
with the National Com-
munity Reinvestment Co-
alition and partner orga-
nizations, and has already 
committed 62 percent of 
its goal. This goal was in-
creased from $2.4 billion to 
account for the new com-
munities served by First 
Financial resulting from the 
Westfield Bank and Bank-
Financial acquisitions.

First Financial has also 

earned two consecutive 
ratings of Outstanding, the 
highest possible rating, for 
its performance under the 
Community Reinvestment 
Act. Additionally, last 
year, First Financial Bank 
and associates teamed 
up to donate $4.6 million 
to local organizations 
through its broad philan-
thropy initiatives across 
its five-state footprint of 
Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Michigan, and Illinois.

Find out more at First 
Financial Bank, includ-
ing its products, services, 
and banking locations, at 
bankatfirst.com.

Photo provided by First Financial Bank
First Financial branches across Central Indiana 
will hold food drives in October.

https://noblesvillesports.com/
https://crchurch.org/fall-fest-chili-cook-off
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVxSMppWKB7X9MqyOMeeDd1_lvKriphChNgol85xFREga49A/viewform
https://tinyurl.com/yabpmv8u
http://www.lasagnalove.org
mailto:amys@greenavenue.info
http://www.bankatfirst.com/
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BIDDING OPENS: Sunday, September 13th @ 5pm
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, September 26th @ 6pm

PREVIEW DATES:  Tuesday-Thursday, Sept. 22nd-24th from 10am - 5pm
PICK-UP DAYS: Monday & Tuesday, September 28th & 29th 

from 10am-5pm

EQUIPMENT & MACHINERY AUCTION
Combined with

Equipment From Retiring Farmers
BRIAN UNDERWOOD & DENNIS REYNOLDS

ON-LINE ONLY

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

EQUIPMENT OF BRIAN UNDERWOOD
TRIPLE U FARMS

1997 Mack CH600 Semi, 1990 Int’l 4900 Semi, 2012 
Navistar Int’l ProStar Semi, JD 8100 2-wd Tractor (7627 
hrs), Westfield MKX 10-63 Auger, Westfield WR 100-31, 
KSI 086625 Conveyor, 2013 Kinze 3600 16/32 Planter, 
Unverferth 1225 35’ Rolling Harrow, (4) Killbros Wagons on 
JD 1075 Gears, (2) Killbros Wagons on Killbros 2386 Gears

EQUIPMENT OF DENNIS REYNOLDS
JD 8285R MFWD Tractor, JD 9560 STS Combine, JD 
625F Grain Platform on E-Z Trail 680 Head Cart, 2008 
Drago 8-Row Cornhead on Unverferth HT25 Head Cart, 
Sunflower 6630 Vertical Till, Glenco 11-Shank Soil Saver 
w/ New Twisted Points, Krause 4830-530R 3-pt. 5-Shank 
Ripper, JD 724 Mulch Tiller, JD 750 Grain Drill w/ Yetter 
Markers, Kinze 3600 12/23 Planter, Strobel 2-Box Seed 
Tender, E-Z Trail 510 Grain Cart w/ Scales, Killbros 350 
Gravity Wagon w/ Seed Tender (Tarp & Poly Auger) on 
Killbros Gear, Harvest Flow Gravity Wagon, Yetter Seed 
Jet, 72” Land Pride Grader Box, 1993 GMC Topkick 
Tandem Twin Screw Grain Truck, 1986 Mack MH6 Semi, 
2004 Wilson WH5 Hopper Bottom Trailer

ADDITIONAL MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT
Tractors: 1951 Allis-Chalmers CA w/ 2-Bottom Plow, 
Cultivators, 7’ Disk & Fr and Rear Wgts., 1952 JD 60 
Tractor, 1951 FarmAll Super C Narrow Front, Allis-
Chalmers D-14 w/ Loader & Rear Hitch, Int’l 884 Tractor 
w/ 2250 Loader (3596 hrs), 1949 FarmAll H w/ Loader, 
1953 Minneapolis-Moline UB Tractor, 1978 IH 1086 (One 
Owner)
Combines/Heads/Carts: 2015 JD S680 Combine, Int’l 
1083 8-Row Corn Head on Killbros Cart, New Idea 2-Row 
Corn Picker
Tillage: Brillion 10-Shank 3-pt Chisel Plow, Oliver 565 

4-Bottom Plow, 24’ Krause Disk
Sprayers: Bestway Field-Pro II 1200-Gallon Pull-Type, 
Model AT200 2-Wheel Sprayer Tank, Stainless Chem 
Farm Tanks w/ Pump & Mounting Brackets, 2015 JD 4045 
Sprayer w/ 120’ Booms
Grain Handling: Brent 420 Grain Cart, 1990 Handlair 660 
Grain Vac, Killbros, J&M, Parker & Unverferth Gravity 
Wagons, Kewanee 600 Conveyor, 8” x 61 Buhler Auger, 
Neco Grain Cleaner
Semi’s, Vehicles, Trailers: 1986 Ford 9000 (855 Big Rig 
Cummins), 1992 Int’l 4900 Truck (DT 466, Manual 5-sp), 
2002 Mack CH600 Semi, 2013 1-Axle Livestock Trailer, 
16’ B-B Sprayer Trailer w/ Hydr. Brakes on all Axles, 2003 
Chevrolet Corvette, 2013 Ram 2500ST Truck, 2007 Jeep 
Wrangler Sahara
Mowers: JD 506 3-pt. Rotary Cutter, 6’ Ford 930 3-pt 
Finish Mower, 15’ Bush Hog 12615 Batwing Rotary Cutter, 
Bush Hog 2615 Legend
Heavy Equipment: JD 312G R Skid Steer w/ D60 Bucket, 
JD Pallet Fork & Hay Spear, Clark Fork Truck
Misc Equip: 7’ JD 45 3-pt. Grader Blade, 3-pt. Boom, Cattle 
Gates & Panels, Goat Tote, Load-Out Chute, 4-Head Sheep 
Stall, Feedlot Roller Mill, (5) Tender Feet, 48” Professional 
Power Driveway Groomer, CAT 1 Drawbar, Dearborn 19-6 
3-pt Slip Scoop, (4) 100# Suitcase Weights, JD 3-pt. Ballast 
Box, JD 290 Planter, J&M Model 1074 Running Gear, New 
Idea 2-Row Corn Picker/Sheller (30” Rows), Hay Wagons. 
2021 Ram Dually Truck Bed, 6’ Case IH Utility Bucket, 
New Idea 3632 Manure Spreader w/ New Metal Floor, Truck 
& Implement Tires & Wheels, Red Bull Spray Boom
Tools & Lawn and Garden: JD 80 Dump Cart, Wooden 
Utility Wagon, Toro Zero-Turn Mower, Wheelbarrow, 
Ladders, Roll-Over Trailer Jack, Log Chains, Fence 
Stretcher, Clay Thrower

Letter to the Editor

Beyond party lines in 
school board elections

Dear Editor:
As a Noblesville Democrat, I believe school board 

elections should be about our children and the future of 
our community. It goes well beyond political party labels.

I have had several conversations with Joe Forgey and 
Misti Ray, both of whom are Republicans. Those conver-
sations have reinforced for me that supporting our chil-
dren and investing in our schools are universal values.

Joe brings valuable experience and a strong ability 
to collaborate and bring people together. Misti is not 
afraid to ask the tough questions and challenge as-
sumptions. Together, they bring different strengths to 
a school board that should be willing to consider ideas 
beyond groupthink.

Both understand that investing in Noblesville 
Schools is an investment in the future of our hometown. 
A great school board needs people who can work to-
gether, listen to different perspectives, and understand 
the community they represent.

That is why, as a Democrat, I am in support of Joe 
Forgey and Misti Ray for Noblesville School Board. 
Supporting our children should never be limited by a 
forced party label.

Disclosure: I am a Democrat, and the views ex-
pressed in this letter are my own. I have spoken personal-
ly with both candidates and am sharing my support based 
on those conversations and my belief that investing in our 
schools is investing in the future of Noblesville.

Chris Hartig
Noblesville Democratic Chair, Precinct 9

Letter to the Editor

Gramlich applauds law 
enforcement, calls for

reversing cuts from SEA1

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter 

will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor: 
I’d like to take a moment to give a shoutout to our 

local law enforcement. The incredible work done by 
our local police agencies every single day is a major 
reason why we are fortunate to live in one of the safest 
counties in Indiana.

I recently participated in the Carmel Citizens Po-
lice Academy, an 11-week program that teaches Carm-
el residents about the operations of the Carmel Police 
Department. The experience is informative, inspiring, 
and sheds light on the community problems our police 
officers tackle. I am also a proud member of the Carmel 
Police Citizens Alliance, a group you can join to con-
tinue supporting our officers after the Police Academy.

In particular, I want to highlight the Carmel Frater-
nal Order of Police. This organization does an extraor-
dinary job of representing our local law enforcement. 
Their monthly “Back the Blue Bingo” is a great way 
to support community outreach, officer assistance, and 
charitable programs. In addition, it’s a fun way to spend 
an afternoon! I highly encourage community members 
to attend their next Bingo event on Oct. 23!

Our Hamilton County law enforcement deserve the 
highest praise and respect, and they deserve to be fully 
funded. Recently passed state legislation (SEA1) poses 
significant budget and revenue challenges for munici-
pal police departments across the state. Our state must 
reverse these cuts and ensure our law enforcement has 
the resources they need to keep our communities safe.

We must also pass our school referendums to ensure 
the School Resource Officer program remains intact 
and schools continue to have dedicated SROs.

Our high level of public safety is part of what makes 
Hamilton County special, and we have our local police 
forces to thank for that.

Lindsay Gramlich
Carmel

Sheridan National Guard 
Airman receives new 

rank, new responsibilities
Submitted

Air Force Major Gener-
al Gary Charlton, the com-
mander of the New York Air 
National Guard, announced 
the recent promotion of 
members of the New York 
Air National Guard in rec-
ognition of their capability 
for additional responsibility 
and leadership.

John Baccino, Sheridan, 
who is assigned to the 174th 
Attack Wing, received a 
promotion on July 27, 2026, 

to the rank of staff sergeant.
Air National Guard pro-

motions are based on a Air-
man's overall performance, 
demonstrated leadership 
abilities, professionalism, 
and future development 
potential.

These promotions recog-
nize the best qualified Air-
men for a career in the New 
York Air National Guard, 
according to Charlton.

Air National Guard Citi-
zen Airmen who serve their 

state and nation are eligible 
for monthly pay, educational 
benefits (from the state and 
federal government), travel 
across the globe, techni-
cal and leadership training, 
health and dental insurance 
and contributions towards 
retirement programs similar 
to a 401(k).

For more information 
about the New York Air Na-
tional Guard or contact a re-
cruiter, visit dmna.ny.gov/
ang.

Westfield’s own Sean Hodson makes 
University of Maryland dean’s list

The REPORTER
Sean Hodson of West-

field was named to the 
Dean's List for the sum-
mer 2026 term at Univer-

sity of Maryland Global 
Campus.

To be eligible for the 
honor, a student must 
complete at least six cred-

its during the term, earn 
a grade-point average of 
at least 3.5 for the term, 
and maintain a cumulative 
GPA of 3.5 at UMGC.

Thanks for 
reading

The
Reporter!

Thanks for reading!

https://www.cripesauction.com/
https://carmelplayers.org/
https://dmna.ny.gov/ang
https://dmna.ny.gov/ang
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
11 A.M.–2 P.M.

ASA BALES PARK
205 W. HOOVER ST.

$8 IN ADVANCE | $10 ON EVENT DAY
KIDS AGES 5 & UNDER ARE FREE

PRESENTED BY
COMMUNITY FIRST BANK OF INDIANA

Celebrate the 
dogs of Westfield 
at Barktoberfest

Submitted by 
City of Westfield

Barktoberfest, presented 
by Community First Bank, 
returns to Asa Bales Park, 
205 W. Hoover 
St., from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Oct. 3, for 
a day of fur and 
fun. Net proceeds 
from Barktober-
fest will be do-
nated to the Hu-
mane Society for 
Hamilton County 
(HSHC).

“Countless residents 
have adopted their best 
friends from the Humane 
Society for Hamilton Coun-
ty,” Mayor Scott Willis said. 
“I’m glad the city can con-
tinue hosting an event our 
residents – including those 
with four legs – love and do-
ing our part to ensure more 
cats and dogs find their for-
ever homes.”

Dogs of all ages, sizes, 
and breeds (and their hu-
mans) are invited to take 
part in this Westfield tradi-

tion where they can enjoy: 
• Pet-related vendors
• Food and beer vendors
• An agility course for 

adventurous dogs
• Compli-

mentary pet por-
traits

• Caricature 
and airbrush art-
ists

• Stuffy Sta-
tion (stuffed an-
imal creation for 
an additional fee; 
cash and credit 
card are accepted 

on-site)
• Carnival-style games
• … and more!
Those wanting to put 

their best paws forward 
may enter one of the cos-
tume contests. No purchase 
is necessary to enter the 
costume contests; contests 
will be hosted every hour 
(11:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., and 
1:30 p.m.) throughout the 
event. The entry categories 
are best duo/group, cutest 

Willis

Community News
Three Indiana Pacers coming to 

Fishers to sign autographs
Front Row Collectables will hold a public auto-

graph signing with Indiana Pacers players T.J. McCo-
nnell, Johnny Furphy, and Braden Smith from 2:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 3, at Best Choice Fieldhouse, 
11825 Technology Drive, Fishers.

This event will be part of the Midwest Monster 
Card Show (J&J All Star Card Shows, Oct. 2 and 3).

Tickets and mail-in orders can be purchased at 
frontrowcollectables.com.

Do we actually care who’s 
on the school board?

Four of seven HSE seats are up Nov. 3. Most students can’t vote
on any of it. For the few who can, the deadline to register is Oct. 5.

Ask a student 
in the Hamil-
ton Southeastern 
school district who 
sits on the school 
board, and you’ll 
usually get a mo-
ment of silence, 
then a guess.

It’s an easy 
thing not to know, 
especially for students. 
However, if there was a 
time to close this gap, it’s 
now, due to the upcoming 
ballot that is going to trans-
form the board almost com-
pletely.

Four of the board’s sev-
en seats are up for election, 
and none of the four mem-
bers holding them (Tiffany 
Pascoe, Juanita Albright, 
Dawn Lang, and Ben Orr) 
appear on the candidate list, 
meaning the majority of the 
board’s seats will change 
when the new terms begin 
in January 2027.

Across Hamilton Coun-
ty, 27 candidates filed for 
18 school board seats. This 
is also the first cycle under 
Senate Bill 287, signed by 
Gov. Mike Braun in 2025, 
which lets school board 
candidates list a political 
party on the ballot for the 
first time.

The math on who
can actually vote
But how big of a dif-

ference can students really 
make? HSE graduated 1,754 
students last spring, and 
this year’s class is around 
the same size. But Indiana 
requires you to be 18 by 
Election Day, and Indiana’s 
kindergarten cutoff means 

most seniors have 
birthdays spread 
across a 12-month 
window starting 
in August.

This means 
that only students 
born on or before 
Nov. 3, 2008, 
qualify, which 
adds to around 

400 or 500 seniors (around 
one in four). In a district of 
roughly 20,000 students, 
that’s about 2 percent.

So the honest framing 
isn’t “students should vote.” 
It’s that almost none of us 
can, which makes the hand-
ful who can matter more.

“It doesn’t change
anything for me”
Chaney Ferris, a senior 

at Fishers High School, 
said, “Honestly, I’m not 
even registered. I graduate 
in May and then I’m gone, 
so whoever’s on the school 
board isn’t really my prob-
lem anymore. I don’t even 
know who’s running. No-
body’s ever explained why 
it matters to me.”

That argument stands 
stronger than adults like to 
admit. Board terms run four 
years. A senior voting in 
November graduates in June 
and is gone before most of 
what the new board does 
actually takes effect. Candi-
dates also run within specif-
ic geographic districts, and 
voters may only cast ballots 
for candidates in the district 
where they live, so a stu-
dent might have exactly one 
name to choose from.

Indiana students ar-
en’t outliers here, either.  

CIRCLE at Tufts found 
that 15 percent of eligible 
Hoosiers ages 18 to 29 vot-
ed in the 2022 midterm, 
among the lowest rates in 
the country, against 23 per-
cent nationally.

What’s actually
on the line

There’s a money ques-
tion on the same ballot. 
HSE is asking voters to 
renew the referendum that 
pays its teachers. More than 
97 percent of that money 
goes to teacher salaries and 
benefits, and the rest pays 
for school safety.

The ballot will show a 
big number, up to 36 cents 
for every $100 a home is 
worth, over eight years. Su-
perintendent Matt Kegley 
says HSE won’t charge that 
maximum in any year. For a 
typical homeowner, he esti-
mates it comes out to about 
$3 more a month starting in 
2027.

That is not abstract. It’s 
whether your teachers stay. 
The referendum it replac-
es passed in 2023 with 70 
percent support, but school 
finance experts estimate 40 
to 50 Indiana districts will 
put referendum questions 
on ballots this fall.

Olivia Werbanowski, a 
senior at Hamilton South-
eastern High School, said, 
“I’m registered and I’m vot-
ing. I spent 13 years in this 
district, so I have opinions 
about how it’s run. Leaving 
doesn’t mean I stop caring.”

Both things
can be true

There’s a fair case on 
the other side. Some res-

idents argue that students 
voting on an eight-year 
tax they won’t pay isn’t a 
good idea. Plenty of voters 
will reject the referendum 
on cost and still back pub-
lic schools. And a student 
who votes for a name they 
don’t know isn’t participat-
ing, they’re guessing. So, 
the standard isn’t “vote no 
matter what.” It’s if you’re 
eligible, learn your dis-
trict’s candidates, under-
stand the referendum, then 
decide either way.

Amiee Day, a now-re-
tired teacher who is involved 
in the community, said, “I 
spent my whole career in a 
classroom. I know exactly 
who the school board’s de-
cisions land on, and it’s the 
kids and the teachers. That’s 
why I never miss a vote.”

The deadline
Voter registration closes 

Monday, Oct. 5. Election 
Day is Tuesday, Nov. 3, 
and early voting opens Oct. 
6. Indiana has no same-day 
registration, so Oct. 5 is the 
date that counts. Register 
at indianavoters.in.gov, 
at a BMV branch, or at the 
Hamilton County Election 
Office in Noblesville.

If you’re 18 by Nov. 
3, you’re one of maybe 
450 students in this district 
with a vote on who runs 
it. That’s a small number. 
Small numbers decide lo-
cal races.

Charlotte Lawrence is 
a senior at Fishers High 
School, and is currently 
serving as a high school in-
tern for Fishers City Coun-
cilor Tiffanie Ditlevson.

CHARLOTTE LAWRENCE

Guest COLUMNIST

See Bark! . . . Page 6

https://www.westfieldin.gov/406/Barktoberfest
https://www.frontrowcollectables.com/
https://indianavoters.in.gov/
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

12131 E. 196th Street

This beautiful Hamilton County 
property at 12131 E. 196th St. has 
been sold! This inviting home 
features luxurious bedrooms, 
a primary retreat with spa-like 
ensuite, and an upper-level 
theater and game room. The 

kitchen offers nostalgic charm 
with modern appliances. Car 
enthusiasts will love the 10 
total garage bays, including a 
finished 6-bay area with a car 
wash. Equestrian amenities 
are unmatched, boasting a 

60’x100’ indoor arena, 33 stalls, 
and 5 pastures. Complete with 
a beautiful courtyard and a 
brand new June 2026 roof, this 
stunning estate has found its  
new owner.

Noblesville, IN 46060 | 6,935 Sq Ft.

20-acre luxury estate SOLD!
  

New spaces to read, play & explore
Hamilton East Public Library celebrates renovated Fishers Youth Services
The REPORTER

Hamilton East Public 
Library (HEPL) will cel-
ebrate newly renovated 
Fishers Youth Services 
spaces with an all-day cel-
ebration and ribbon cutting 
on Tuesday, Oct. 13.

The celebration marks 
the completion of reno-
vations designed to create 
more welcoming, flexible, 
and engaging spaces for 
children and families at the 
Fishers Library. The up-
dates are part of a series of 
renovation projects at both 
the Fishers and Noblesville 
Libraries focused on im-
proving the library experi-
ence for the community.

“Our Youth Services 
areas are generally some 
of our most-used spaces, 
where we see children and 
families spending a lot 
of time,” Library Direc-
tor Melissa Loiselle said. 
“We wanted these renova-
tions to create an environ-
ment where families can 
feel comfortable staying 
awhile, whether they’re 
choosing a book, playing 
together or simply enjoy-
ing time at the library.”

The most significant 
visual transformation can 

be found in Fishers Youth 
Services, where renova-
tions have created spaces 
for children and families to 
read, play, learn, and gath-
er. The updates include ex-
panded children’s program 
rooms, new treehouse-in-
spired reading nooks, an 
updated play area, and 
additional child-friendly 
seating throughout the de-
partment.

“The common word we 
keep hearing from families 
as they enter the newly ren-
ovated youth area in Fishers 
is ‘Wow!’,” Fishers Youth 
Services Manager Celeste 
Swanson said. “Since the 
space first opened, fami-
lies have quickly embraced 
each new area. Whether 
it’s creating designs on the 
light-bright wall or cozying 
up with a stack of books in 
one of the new treehouses, 
patrons are truly enjoying 
this beautiful and function-
al space.”

The community is in-
vited to come see the up-
dates on Oct. 13, whether 
visiting for the first time 
or returning to celebrate. 
Throughout the day, fam-
ilies can enjoy special 
toys selected for the new 

department, snacks, and 
giveaways.

An official celebration 
and ribbon cutting will 
take place at 4 p.m., featur-
ing remarks from Loiselle 
and Fishers Mayor Scott 
Fadness.

The Youth Services 
renovation is part of broad-
er improvements at both 
HEPL locations. At the 
Fishers Library, those im-
provements also include 

new furniture in meeting 
rooms, study spaces and 
seating areas, as well as up-
dated meeting room floor-
ing. Service points at both 
the Fishers and Noblesville 
Libraries were updated to 
improve visibility, accessi-
bility and service flow, and 
new wayfinding signage 
was added throughout the 
buildings to make naviga-
tion easier for visitors.

For more information 

about Hamilton East Pub-
lic Library, visit hamilton 
eastpl.org.

About Hamilton East 
Public Library

Hamilton East Public 
Library (HEPL) serves the 
communities of Fishers 
and Noblesville, providing 
access to resources, expe-
riences, and spaces that 
inspire lifelong learning, 
creativity, and community 
connection. In addition to 

offering storytimes, pro-
grams, and special events, 
HEPL is committed to 
supporting local residents 
through initiatives and 
community-driven partner-
ships. Through programs, 
outreach, and collaborative 
efforts, HEPL connects 
people of all ages to stories, 
ideas, and opportunities 
that enrich their lives and 
strengthen the community 
they share.

Photos provided by Lauren Belt of the Veridus Group & Hamilton East Public Library

canine, and best character; 
prizes will be awarded to 
each category’s winner. 

HSHC will be on-site 
with adoptable dogs look-
ing for their fur-ever homes. 
Back by popular demand, 
the 50/50 Fetch allows at-
tendees to purchase a tennis 
ball on-site at the HSHC 
tent for $10 for a chance to 
win half of the jackpot in 
the 50/50 raffle. For more 
information and full contest 
rules, visit westfieldin.gov/
barktoberfest.

Tickets to attend are 
$8 per person in advance, 
and $10 on the day of the 
event (online or at the door). 
Children ages 5 and young-
er are free. Dogs do not 
need a separate ticket. All 
dogs must remain leashed 
throughout the event.

Free parking is avail-
able in the Westfield High 
School parking lot, 18250 
N. Union St.

For more information, 
visit westfieldin.gov/bark-
toberfest.

Bark!
from Page 5

Thanks for reading the
Hamilton County Reporter!

When weather is unpredictable, you can trust
Your Hometown Weatherman!

https://qr.io/r/jo4nQy
https://www.facebook.com/BethShellerforHamiltonCountyClerk/
https://www.talktodani.com/
https://hamiltoneastpl.org/
https://hamiltoneastpl.org/
http://westfieldin.gov/barktoberfest
http://westfieldin.gov/barktoberfest
http://westfieldin.gov/barktoberfest
http://westfieldin.gov/barktoberfest
http://www2.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/propertyreports/reports.aspx?parcel=1514100001005002
http://paulpoteet.com
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Main Street Productions celebrates 
local talent at 2026 Westies awards
Submitted

Main Street Productions 
(MSP) celebrated its 2025–
2026 season Sunday, Sept. 
20, with the 2026 Westies, 
an annual awards ceremony 
recognizing the performers, 
directors, designers, techni-
cians, volunteers, and sup-
porters who helped bring 
another season of commu-
nity theater to the Basile 
Westfield Playhouse.

More than 130 guests 
attended the celebration, 
which featured special per-
formances, awards, food, 
and an evening honoring the 
people who make MSP pos-
sible. Hosted by local come-
dian, actor, singer, and event 
host Steve Jerk, the ceremo-
ny celebrated productions 
from across the 2025–2026 
season, including The Rocky 
Horror Show, Death of a 
Salesman, Almost, Maine, 
The Drowning Girls, and 
The Secret Garden, along 
with the youth production 
Alice in Wonderland.

The evening’s top honors 
included Best Music Director 
for Laura Hicks of The Secret 
Garden, Best Director for 
Molly Bellner of The Drown-
ing Girls, Best Production 
for The Drowning Girls, pro-
duced by Bill Miller, as well 
as Best Actress in a Leading 
Role for Susan Hill and Best 
Actor in a Leading Role for 
Aaron Moon, both for Death 
of a Salesman. 

MSP also presented 
three special recognitions: 
the Community Impact 
Award to Rob Slaven, Vol-
unteer of the Year to Kristi-
na Lawyer, and the Deacon 
Otis Student Scholarship to 
Lilah Cross.

2026 Westies 
Award Recipients

Technical Awards
• Best  Sound Oper-

ator: Elianah Atwell & 
Oscar Otero – The Secret 
Garden

• Best Sound Design: 
Elianah Atwell, Laura 
Hicks, & Oscar Otero – The 
Secret Garden

• Best Lighting Oper-
ator: Andrew R. Young – 
The Rocky Horror Show

• Best Lighting Design: 
Clay Howard – The Rocky 
Horror Show

• Best Stage Manager: 
Fran Knapp & Nan Durant 
– The Rocky Horror Show

• Best Properties: Kat 
Watson – The Rocky Horror 
Show

• Best Set Decoration: 
Mason Odle – The Secret 
Garden

• Best Set Design: Jay 
Ganz – Death of a Sales-
man

• Best Costumes: Cath-
ie Morgan – The Drowning 
Girls
Performance Awards

• Best Performer Age 
18 & Under: Polly Hamm 
– The Secret Garden

• Best Ensemble: The 
Drowning Girls – Jo Ben-
nett, Monya Wolf, and Sar-
ah Eberhardt

• Best Cameo Perfor-
mance: Tanner Brunson – 
Death of a Salesman

• Best Singer in a Fe-
male Role: Kata Ewigleben 
– The Secret Garden

• Best Singer in a Male 
Role: Mike Lipphardt – The 
Secret Garden

• Best Minor Support-
ing Actress: Heather Han-
sen – The Secret Garden

• Best Minor Support-
ing Actor: Broden Irwin – 
The Rocky Horror Show

• Best Major Support-
ing Actress: Tessa Gibbons 
– The Secret Garden

• Best Major Support-
ing Actor: Connor Phelan 
– Death of a Salesman

• Best Actress in a 

Leading Role: Susan Hill – 
Death of a Salesman

• Best Actor in a Lead-
ing Role: Aaron Moon – 
Death of a Salesman

Overall Awards
• Best Music Director: 

Laura Hicks – The Secret 
Garden

• Best Director: Mol-
ly Bellner – The Drowning 
Girls

• Best Production: The 
Drowning Girls – Bill Mill-
er, Producer

Alice in Wonderland 
Youth Choice Awards

The youth awards were 
selected by members of the 
Alice in Wonderland com-
pany and recognized fellow 
young performers and crew 
members.

• Best Performer: Rylie 
Cuellar

• Best Spirit: Morgan 
Rusbasan

• Best Major Support-
ing Performer: Sydney 
Weitz

• Best Minor Support-
ing Performer: Katherine 
Weitz

• Best Tech/Crew: 
Teddy Cooper & Jackson 
Brammer

Special Recognition
• Community Impact 

Award: Rob Slaven
• Volunteer of the Year: 

Kristina Lawyer
• Deacon Otis Student 

Scholarship: Lilah Cross
MSP expressed its ap-

preciation to the many 
volunteers, artists, judges, 

donors, sponsors, and sup-
porters who contributed to 
the 2025-2026 season and 
to the 2026 Westies.

The organization will 
continue its 2026-2027 sea-
son at Basile Westfield Play-
house, with The Crucible 
opening Oct. 8, followed by 
A Christmas Carol: A Live 

Radio Play in December 
and additional productions 
throughout the coming year.

For more information 
about Main Street Produc-
tions, upcoming produc-
tions, auditions, volunteer 
opportunities, or member-
ship, visit BasileWestfield-
Playhouse.org.

Photo by Rob Slaven / IndyGhostLight.com

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
http://BasileWestfieldPlayhouse.org
http://BasileWestfieldPlayhouse.org
http://indyghostlight.com/
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After a major flood, FEMA
provides guidance, but local
officials assess the damage

The REPORTER
Hamilton County 

Emergency Management 
has provided updated 
guidance to help residents 
understand Substantial 
Damage and Substantial 
Improvement requirements 
following flood events.

Hamilton County and 
all municipalities within it 
participate in the National 
Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP). As part of this 
requirement, all jurisdic-
tions must follow FEMA’s 
standards when evaluating 
Substantial Damage and 
Substantial Improvement 
following a flood event.

FEMA’s most current 
public guidance is sum-
marized in the Substantial 
Damage Quick Guide. 
Local ordinances adopt-
ed by Noblesville, Fish-
ers, Carmel, Westfield, 
and other communities in 
Hamilton County adhere to 
these federal standards at a 
minimum. Flood survivors 
should comply with the lo-
cal ordinances governing 
the area where their prop-
erty is located.

FEMA does not make 
Substantial Damage de-
terminations. These de-
terminations are made 
locally by city and county 
officials. Local staff re-
view repair cost estimates, 

compare them to 
the structure’s 
p r e - d a m -
age mar-
ket value, 
and de-
t e r m i n e 
whe ther 
the struc-
ture meets 
F E M A ’ s 
threshold for 
Substantial Dam-
age. Initial flood impact 
assessments conduct-
ed by Hamilton County 
Emergency Management 
(HCEM) are separate 
from, and should not be 
interpreted as, official Sub-
stantial Damage determi-
nations made by local per-
mitting authorities.

Under FEMA’s Nation-
al Flood Insurance Pro-
gram (NFIP) requirements, 
a structure is considered 
Substantially Damaged if 
the cost to repair it to pre-
flood condition equals or 
exceeds 50 percent of its 
pre-flood market value. 
Some communities may 
adopt stricter standards. 
For example, Noblesville 
initiates Substantial Dam-
age review when repair 
costs reach 40 percent of 
a structure’s market val-
ue. FEMA permits com-
munities to adopt higher 
standards when managing 

flood risk. Flood 
s u r v i v o r s 

should com-
ply with 
the local 
ordinanc-
es gov-
e r n i n g 
the area 

where their 
property is 

located.
If a structure is 

determined to be Substan-
tially Damaged, it must be 
brought into compliance 
with local floodplain reg-
ulations by elevating the 
structure, implementing 
approved floodproofing 
methods, or taking other 
mitigation steps intend-
ed to reduce future flood 
losses.

Residents with NFIP 
flood insurance may be el-
igible for up to $30,000 in 
Increased Cost of Com-
pliance (ICC) assistance 
to help cover the cost of 
elevation or other mitiga-
tion measures required by 
local permitting authorities 
and the construction codes 
in effect for their property.

Survivors with ques-
tions about local ordinanc-
es or rebuilding require-
ments are encouraged to 
contact their local planning 
and code enforcement of-
fices for guidance.

All messaging provid-
ed by Hamilton County 
Emergency Management 
aligns with FEMA’s Sub-
stantial Damage Quick 
Guide and NFIP guid-
ance. This ensures clear, 
consistent communication 
with residents and sup-
ports continued commu-
nity participation in the 
NFIP program.

About Hamilton County 
Emergency Operations

Hamilton Coun-
ty Emergency Opera-
tions (HCEO) integrates 
Emergency Management 
and Public Safety Com-
munications to support 
countywide readiness 
and response. Emergency 
Management coordinates 
planning, mitigation, and 
public alerting efforts, in-
cluding mobile app noti-
fications, text alerts, and 
community preparedness 
resources. Public Safety 
Communications operates 
the county’s consolidated 
9-1-1 center, managing 
nearly 400,000 annual calls 
and dispatching law en-
forcement, fire, and EMS 
agencies across Hamilton 
County. Together, HCEO 
delivers essential emer-
gency coordination and 
communication services 
for one of Indiana’s fastest 
growing counties.

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks & Recreation!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Business cards

Noblesville Roofing 
& Restoration 

Phone (317) 223-4587
Email: dhbs@comcast.net 

317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday

1/2 Price Bottles of 
Wine On Wednesdays

Reservations Recommended 

Hamilton County Community 
Foundation awarded national grant 

to grow local civic engagement
The REPORTER

Hamilton County Com-
munity Foundation was 
awarded $375,000 through 
a 2026 Civic Hub grant 
from the Trust for Civic 
Life, a national grantmaker 
supporting rural communi-
ties. The funding will sup-
port the Foundation’s work 
to bring people together 
and strengthen civic life, 
with a particular focus on 
northern Hamilton County, 

where rural and transition-
ing communities are expe-
riencing rapid growth.

Through its Civic Hub 
grants and small grants 
program, the Trust for Civ-
ic Life invests $10 million 
per year annually into lo-
cally-led groups across ru-
ral America that strength-
en civic engagement and 
create opportunities for 
long-term community col-
laboration. These grants 
support a wide range of ef-
forts like local events, pub-
lic spaces, new programs, 
and community wide ini-
tiatives – all designed to 
bring neighbors together to 
solve challenges and build 
stronger connections.

The Trust’s grants 
program aims to reach 
and fund groups work-
ing on the ground that 
are difficult for national 
philanthropy to find and 
fund. The latest round 
of funding awarded $7.6 
million in grants rang-
ing from $300,000 to 
$425,000 each, with new 
grantees serving 16 states 
across the country. Ham-
ilton County Community 
Foundation is the first or-
ganization in Indiana to 
receive a Civic Hub grant.

“These local Civic 
Hubs are rising to the mo-
ment and responding to the 
unique needs of their com-
munities,” said Charlie 
Brown, Executive Director 
of the Trust for Civic Life. 

“In doing so, they build the 
connection, confidence, 
and capacity that com-
munity members need to 
shape the future they want. 
Because they have such 
a deep understanding of 
their communities, Civic 
Hubs can lead and adapt in 
ways national groups sim-
ply cannot.”

Through this support, 
Hamilton County Commu-
nity Foundation will deep-
en civic engagement across 
northern Hamilton County 
by expanding access to lo-
cal leadership opportuni-
ties, creating more spaces 
for community dialogue, 
and supporting resident-led 
efforts to address local 
challenges. This work is 
designed to strengthen con-
nections among neighbors 
and ensure more voices are 
reflected in shaping their 
communities.

“Strong communities 
are built when people feel 
connected and have mean-
ingful opportunities to par-
ticipate,” Foundation Pres-
ident Danielle Stiles-Polk. 
“This funding will allow us 
to invest more consciously 
in our northern communi-

ties, helping residents come 
together, share their voices, 
and take an active role in 
addressing the challeng-
es and possibilities within 
their own neighborhoods.”

For more information 
about Hamilton County 
Community Foundation vis-
it hamiltoncountycf.org.

About the Trust 
for Civic Life

The Trust for Civic Life 
is a grantmaking collabo-
rative supporting the com-
munity efforts that help 
Americans connect, solve 
problems together, and 
feel confident in a shared 
future. Launched in 2024, 
the collaborative brings to-
gether a cross-ideological 
team of over 20 national 
funders to invest in a new 
wave of local civic oppor-
tunities that increase trust, 
agency, and belonging in 
rural America. Through 
its grantmaking, the Trust 
funds both the critical 
groundwork and promis-
ing experiments that allow 
civic participation to take 
hold in rural communi-
ties and spread across the 
country. Learn more at 
trustforciviclife.org.

Letter guidelines 
this election season

With the approach of the Nov. 3 General Election, 
the Hamilton County Reporter is establishing some 
Letters to the Editor guidelines to keep things fair and 
balanced.

Letters addressing 
new topics about the 
upcoming election or 
the policies of individ-
ual candidates will be 
accepted until the end 
of the business day on 
Thursday, Oct. 22, and 
will be published on 
Friday, Oct. 23. 

Letters in response to new topics published in our 
Oct. 23 edition will be accepted until Tuesday, Oct. 27, 
and will be published in our Wednesday, Oct. 28 edition.

These deadlines will give candidates and their sup-
porters the opportunity to reply to letters addressing 
new topics.

Straight letters of endorsement will be accepted until 
Thursday, Oct. 29, and will publish on Friday, Oct. 30.

Please send your letters to
News@ReadTheReporter.com.

Letters to the Editor do not represent 
the opinions of The Reporter or our staff. 

https://www.lyons-realty.com/
https://www.fema.gov/fact-sheet/substantial-damage-quick-guide
https://www.fema.gov/fact-sheet/substantial-damage-quick-guide
https://www.fema.gov/floodplain-management/financial-help/increased-cost-compliance
https://www.fema.gov/floodplain-management/financial-help/increased-cost-compliance
https://www.fema.gov/fact-sheet/substantial-damage-quick-guide
https://www.fema.gov/fact-sheet/substantial-damage-quick-guide
https://www.fema.gov/fact-sheet/substantial-damage-quick-guide
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://footlite.org/
https://hamiltoncountycf.org/
http://www.trustforciviclife.org/
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LITERARY LEADERS
EDUCATION STATION’S

“Not your ordinary book club” for ages 5-14

OCTOBER 19 - NOVEMBER 12
2219 TAM-O-SHANTER CT.

(317)538-6997
$125 REGISTRATION FEE

Director Marcia Seif & Instructor Aida Karim

Cosmic Baseball hits Hoosier Heartland
The Cosmic Baseball Takeover Tour hit Victory Field in Indianapolis last week when the Chili Peppers played the Glow Mojis.

Cosmic Baseball puts the focus on high-energy, glow-in-the-dark nifty-neon family fun! Originating in Colonial Heights, Va., and founded 
by Chris Martin, Cosmic Baseball is catching the country’s attention – and for good reason. Tickets sell quickly, but you can find out how

to get yours at ChiliPeppersBaseball.com. The Cosmic craze is expanding … next year Cosmic Hockey will hit the ice at a handful of 
rinks, including at the Fishers Event Center. You can enter the ticket lottery now at CosmicHockey.com. (Reporter photos by Bill Miller)

https://scan.page/ATJ7Gh
https://chilipeppersbaseball.com/
https://cosmichockey.com/
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Bike the rails from Forest Park
to Downtown Noblesville

Holiday Light
railbikes

Make a new holiday tradition!

NEW!

tickets on sale now!

November 14-January 2

nickelplateexpress.com

The Cicero Street and Utilities Department has a 
full-time position opening for a Labor-Class I, II, III.  

The position will be responsible for a variety of duties involved 
with operating, repairing/maintaining the street, potable water and 
wastewater operations and facilities according to applicable rules, 

regulations and laws for the Town of Cicero. For a full job description, 
please visit the Town of Cicero’s website at www.ciceroin.org and 
click on the Government tab followed by the Job Opportunities tab.  
From here you will also be able to access the Town’s application,  

which will be required. 
Applications will be accepted through October 9, 2026.

Please send application, 
along with any other pertinent documents to 

Terry Cooper, 
1159 Stringtown Pike, PO Box 391, 

Cicero, IN  46034 
or tcooper@townofcicero.in.gov

Labor – Class I, I, III 
Position

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

FDI-1867P-A-E-FL  EXP 31 MAR 2028  AECSPAD 30092488

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/17/26. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial 
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may 
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All 
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

4.15
4.20
4.25

6-Month

9-Month

1-Year

Zachary Rinehart
Financial Advisor
120 W Jackson
P O Box 916
Cicero, IN 46034
317-606-4296

Sheridan Phi Beta Psi’s
annual Lasagna Dinner

Friday, Sept. 25 from 5 to 7 p.m.
Sheridan High School cafeteria

Lasagna, breadsticks, salad, dessert & drink
Gluten-free & carry-out available 

Adult Tickets: $15 both pre-sale and at the door
Children ages 3 to 12: $8 pre-sale and at the door

Tickets available from members and
at the Sheridan Public Library

Proceeds go to two $1,000 medical studies scholar-
ships for Sheridan High School seniors. The annual 

Lasagna Dinner is held in loving memory of Sheridan 
Phi Beta Psi sister Martha Rockey.

Community News Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra’s fall
highlights include millennial pop queen

favorites, Disney legend, Harry Potter & more
The REPORTER

The Indianapolis Sym-
phony Orchestra (ISO) 
kicks off another exciting 
fall season of concerts at 
Hilbert Circle Theatre that 
celebrate the power of live 
music. The 2026-27 season 
marks Maestro Jun Märkl’s 
second full year as music 
director, with performances 
that bring audiences every-
thing from epic sympho-
nies to film and pop culture 
favorites.  

Tickets for all shows are 
on sale now. For tickets and 
more information on ISO 
concerts, visit Indianap-
olisSymphony.org or call 
(317) 639-4300. 

Rite of Spring &
Beethoven Concerto 

No. 4
Friday, Sept. 25 &
Saturday, Sept. 26 

Feel the full range – and 
full force – of the orchestra. 
Music Director Jun Märkl 
leads a journey from Mus-
sorgsky’s gleeful darkness 
to Beethoven’s grace and 
Stravinsky’s overwhelm-
ing power. Night on Bald 
Mountain turns supernatural 
horror into theatrical thrills, 
while pianist Spencer Myer 
– chair of the Piano Depart-
ment at the Indiana Univer-
sity Jacobs School of Mu-
sic and winner of the 2006 
American Pianists Awards 
– brings humanity and lyr-
icism to Beethoven’s Fourth 
Piano Concerto. Then The 
Rite of Spring unleashes 
pounding rhythms, ritual 
intensity, and an enormous 
orchestral sound in music 
you may feel as powerfully 
as you hear.

Oops …
I Sang It Again!
Friday, Oct. 9 &
Saturday, Oct. 10

From Britney to Be-
yoncé, the pop queens are 
back! Hit me, baby, one 
more time with the smash 
hits of the millennial pop 
queens. Go Gaga for the 
epic riffs of Britney, Beyon-
cé, Christina, and more as 
three powerhouse vocalists 
join the orchestra to spice 
up your life. Sing along to 
hits such as “No Scrubs” 
by TLC, “Complicated” 
by Avril Lavigne, “Get the 
Party Started” by Pink, “Re-
hab” by Amy Winehouse, 
and more. Join ISO for this 
world premiere with Prin-
cipal Guest Conductor of 
Pops Enrico Lopez-Yañez.

Beethoven Concerto 
No. 2 & Mahler

Symphony No. 1
Thursday, Oct. 15,
Friday, Oct. 16 &
Saturday, Oct. 17

2025 American Piano 
Awards winner Michael Da-
vidman shines in Beetho-
ven’s elegant Second Piano 
Concerto, as Music Director 
Jun Märkl guides a journey 
from Beethoven’s sparkling 
Prometheus Overture to 
the triumphant heights of 
Mahler’s exhilarating First 
Symphony.
Into the Music – FREE 

Admission!
Thursday, Oct. 15

Join the ISO for Into the 
Music, a free series featuring 

a lively discussion followed 
by a performance – with full 
orchestra – of the highlight-
ed classical work. Maestro 
Jun Märkl will co-host an 
on-stage discussion joined 
by Emmy Award-winner 
Ryan Ahlwardt. Whether 
you’re a classical beginner 
or a longtime enthusiast, 
Into the Music offers an in-
timate look at each classical 
work in a relaxed, accessi-
ble setting. Before the or-
chestra performs each piece, 
Maestro Märkl and Ryan 
Ahlwardt will chat onstage, 
providing background on 
each musical work and the 
composer, what the au-
dience might pay special 
attention to as they listen 
and watch the orchestra, 
and countless insights de-
signed to create a memo-
rable experience with the 
ISO. Join Maestro Märkl as 
he explores the triumphant 
heights of Mahler’s exhila-
rating First Symphony.

An Evening with Lea 
Salonga – Disney 

Legend & Broadway 
sensation

Tuesday, Oct. 20
With her powerful 

voice and perfect pitch, 
Lea Salonga is best known 
for her Tony Award-win-
ning portrayal of Kim in 
Miss Saigon and her roles 
in Les Misérables, Alle-
giance, and Once on This 
Island. Fans of all ages will 
recognize Salonga as the 
singing voice of Princess 
Jasmine from Aladdin and 
Fa Mulan from Mulan and 
Mulan II. For her portray-
al of the princesses, the 
Walt Disney Company be-
stowed her with the honor 
of “Disney Legend.” This 
is Salonga’s fifth appear-
ance with the ISO. Salonga 
will perform pieces from 
many Broadway shows 
including Les Misérables, 
Wicked, Aladdin, Miss Sai-
gon, and more.
Conrad Tao, Beethoven 
Concerto No. 1, Mozart 

Symphony No. 39
Friday, Oct. 23 &
Saturday, Oct. 24

Visionary pianist-com-
poser Conrad Tao performs 
Beethoven’s youthful First 
Piano Concerto and his own 
captivating new concert 
work The Hand, written as 
a modern companion piece 
to Beethoven’s First Piano 
Concerto. Historical per-
formance specialist Richard 
Egarr leads Mozart’s grand 

Symphony No. 39, com-
pleting a vibrant musical 
experience.

Harry Potter and the 
Chamber of Secrets™ 

in Concert
Friday, Oct. 30, Saturday, 
Oct. 31 & Sunday, Nov. 1

Audiences will be able 
to relive the magical ad-
venture of Harry Potter’s 
second year at school like 
never before. This concert 
features Harry Potter and 
the Chamber of Secrets™ 
in high-definition while the 
ISO performs John Wil-
liams’ otherworldly score. 
Experience the wonder of 
talking spiders, scolding 
letters, and giant snakes all 
over again!

Cinderella ft. the
Indianapolis Ballet

Friday, Nov. 6, Saturday, 
Nov. 7 & Sunday, Nov. 8

Experience the magic 
of Cinderella, Indianapolis 
Ballet’s company premiere 
of the beloved fairytale 
ballet, choreographed and 
staged by Cincinnati Ballet 
Artistic Director Emerita, 
Victoria Morgan. The first 
of three collaborations with 
the ISO during the 2026-27 
season, this enchanting pro-
duction at Clowes Memorial 
Hall brings a timeless story 
to life with dazzling chore-
ography, Prokofiev’s rich, 
dramatic score performed 
live by the ISO, and unfor-
gettable characters. Andrew 
Grams leads the orchestra 
with a distinctive blend of 
intensity, enthusiasm, and 
technical precision. It’s a 
perfect outing for audiences 
of all ages.
Rick Steves’ Europe: A 

Symphonic Journey 
Friday, Nov. 13 & 
Saturday, Nov. 14

Rick Steves, America’s 
leading authority on Euro-
pean travel, teams up with 
the ISO for a spectacular 
musical journey through 
Europe. Playing musical 
tour guide, Steves utilizes 
his extensive knowledge of 
European history and cul-
ture to help set the context 
for each piece. Then, the 
orchestra performs a selec-
tion of stirring 19th-century 
anthems by Romantic-era 
composers, including Grieg, 
Smetana, Strauss, Berlioz, 
and Verdi. The music is ac-
companied by a montage 
of evocative video images 
from each country. Perfect 
for lovers of music, history, 
and travel.

Thanks for reading!

https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides/
https://www.ciceroin.org/
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/zach-rinehart
https://www.indianapolissymphony.org/
https://www.indianapolissymphony.org/
https://bgcni.org/eventos/trick-or-trivia/
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www.HCTV2.comwww.HCTV1.com

On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Wed Sept 23 -  Volleyball
6:00 pm  Carmel vs Noblesville | Junior Varsity Volleyball | HCTV Sports
7:30 pm  Carmel vs Noblesville | Varsity Volleyball | HCTV Sports

Thurs Sept 24 -  Girls Soccer
5:30 pm  Zionsville vs Noblesville | Girls C-Team| Noblesville Sports

Fri Sept 25  -  Football & Parade
4:00 pm  4:00 pm  Noblesville 2026 Homecoming Parade with Kathy & Perry Williams
6:45 pm  Taylor vs Sheridan| IHSAA Football   | Bragg Sports
6:50 pm Guerin vs Chatard | IHSAA Football | Indiana SRN
6:50 pm Ritter vs Heritage Christian | IHSAA Football | Indiana SRN
6:50 pm Northeastern vs Lapel | IHSAA Football | Indiana SRN
7:30 pm Franklin Central vs Noblesville | IHSAA Football | HCTV Sports

Sat Sept 26 -  Atlanta New Earth Festival
10:30am Atlanta New Earth Festival Free Stage : Branded Bluegrass10:30am Atlanta New Earth Festival Free Stage : Branded Bluegrass
1:00 pm Atlanta New Earth Festival Free Stage : 45 RPM
4:00 pm Atlanta New Earth Festival Free Stage : Hill & Oaks

Mon Sept 28 -  Soccer
5:30 pm  North Central vs Noblesville | Boys JV Gold Soccer | Noblesville Sports
6:45 pm  North Central vs Noblesville | Girls JV  C-Team Soccer | Noblesville Sports
7:30 pm  Brebeuf vs Fishers | Girls JV2  Soccer | Fishers Sports

Upcoming Broadcasts

Governor’s Arts Award 
nominations now open

Submitted by Office of 
Gov. Mike Braun

Governor Mike Braun 
announced on Tuesday, Sept. 
22, that nominations are 
open for the 2026 
Governor’s Arts 
Awards, the high-
est honor the state 
gives in the arts, 
as well as a unique 
opportunity to cre-
ate the physical 
award that will 
be presented to 
awardees. 

“These pres-
tigious awards celebrate 
the innovators, philanthro-
pists, public servants and 
more who are powering 
our state’s creative econo-
my by using their talents to 
inspire, express themselves 
and improve quality of 
place for Hoosier families,” 
Gov. Braun said. “I look 
forward to seeing the work 
of these individuals and en-
courage Hoosiers who may 
know someone deserving 
of this honor to submit a 
nomination.” 

The Governor’s Arts 
Awards were established 
by the Office of the Gov-
ernor and the Indiana Arts 
Commission in 1973 to rec-

ognize significant contribu-
tions to arts and creativity 
in Indiana. These awards 
are Indiana’s highest honor 
in the arts, celebrating the 

outstanding con-
tributions to arts 
and creativity on 
the state, national, 
or international 
level. 

Potential re-
cipients include 
artists, advocates, 
philanthropists, 
educators, elected 
officials, organi-

zations, businesses, tour-
ism entities, communities, 
schools, and libraries. Each 
award recipient will receive 
an original piece of artwork 
created specifically for the 
program by an Indiana artist 
and will be recognized at a 
Statehouse ceremony early 
in 2027. 

The nominations for 
the 2026 Governor’s Arts 
Awards are open now and 
will close at 11:59 p.m. 
Oct. 30. The nomination 
form consists of a narrative, 
which introduces the nomi-
nee’s accomplishments and 
contributions, and optional 
support materials that further 
highlight the nominee.  

Nominations are open to 
organizations or individuals 
who work or reside in Indi-
ana or have significant ties 
to the state through some 
years of residency. A selec-
tion committee comprised 
of representatives from the 
Office of the Governor and 
the Indiana Arts Commis-
sion will review and eval-
uate nominations based on 
criteria such as depth and 
breadth of impact, quality 
of community engagement, 
and artistic excellence. 

Click here to read the 
Request for Nominations, 
and click here to submit a 
nomination.  

In addition to the award 
nominations, the Indiana 
Arts Commission is seeking 
an artist or artist team to sub-
mit qualifications for the cre-
ation of seven custom works 
of art for the 2026 Indiana 
Governor’s Arts Awards. 
There are no restrictions on 
content, medium, or style, 
but each piece must reflect 
the purpose of the Gover-

nor’s Arts Awards to recog-
nize outstanding achieve-
ment and contributions to 
arts and creativity in Indiana.

Click here to read the 
Request for Qualifications.

Braun

Thursday, 
October 1 

4:30 - 6:00 pm
Noblesville High School

Registration Available: 
noblesvillechamber.com

State of the SchoolsState of the SchoolsState of the SchoolsState of the Schools
The public is invited to 

Sen. Banks introduces bill to reserve 
Pell Grants for American students

Submitted by Office of 
U.S. Sen. Jim Banks

Sen. Jim Banks (R-Ind.) 
has introduced a new piece 
of legislation that would 
amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to re-
quire that recipients of Pell 
Grants be U.S. citizens, a 
move he said would “put 
American students first.”

Unveiled Wednes-
day, Sept. 23, the “Pell for 
Americans Act” simply 
states that the federally 
funded aid grant should 
only go to American under-
graduates, not foreigners. 

Despite efforts to re-
strict eligibility for non-cit-
izens in the “One Big Beau-
tiful Bill,” several classes, 
including refugees, asylees, 
immigration parolees, Cu-
ban-Haitian entrants, and 
“conditional permanent 
residents,” remain eligible. 

In February of this year, 
the Hill reported that the 
Pell program “is in finan-
cial difficulties with a pro-
jected shortfall of billions 
of dollars that could lead to 
trouble for students as soon 
as 2028.”

By the end of this fiscal 

year, the Con-
gressional Bud-
get Office (CBO) 
projects the Pell 
Grant program 
will be $5 billion 
in debt. Over the 
next 10 years, 
that number 
jumps to between 
$104 billion and 
$132 billion if nothing is 
done about the issue.  

The projections come 
even after lawmakers gave 
the program a one-time 
boost of $10.5 billion in the 
One Big Beautiful Bill Act.  

Sen. Banks said the bill 
is modeled after a piece of 
legislation originally intro-
duced by House Democrats 
in 1994 that had the same 
stated goal of amending the 

Higher Education 
Act of 1965 to di-
rect Pell funds to 
Americans only. 

“In 2026, So-
cialist-al igned 
Democrats fight 
harder for illegal 
aliens than their 
own constituents, 
but back in 1994, 

they led a bill that would 
ensure taxpayer-funded 
Pell Grants are reserved for 
American students only,” 
Sen. Banks said. “Ameri-
can taxpayers have no busi-
ness subsidizing the college 
tuitions of foreign nation-
als, and three decades later, 
I’m proud to reintroduce 
this commonsense bill 
to put American students 
first.”

Banks

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://www.hctv1.com/
https://tinyurl.com/ycy4k6tx
https://tinyurl.com/4272fut7
https://tinyurl.com/csad5zmz
https://business.noblesvillechamber.com/events/details/state-of-the-schools-2026-4960
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter/videos
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Today’s Bible Reading
Love the Lord Your God

These are the commands, decrees and laws the 
Lord your God directed me to teach you to observe 
in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to 
possess, so that you, your children and their 
children after them may fear the Lord your God 
as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and 
commands that I give you, and so that you may 
enjoy long life. Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey 
so that it may go well with you and that you may 
increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and 
honey, just as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, 
promised you.

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength. 
These commandments that I give you today are to 
be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. 
Talk about them when you sit at home and when 
you walk along the road, when you lie down and 
when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write 
them on the doorframes of your houses and on 
your gates.

Deuteronomy 6:1-9 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

IMPROVED PRICE!

LAKEFRONT! SOLD!PENDING! SOLD! SOLD!
2513 Sheridan 

Court
CICERO

20971 Shoreline  
Unit 410
NOBLESVILLE

9919 Fountain 
Cove Drive

INDIANAPOLIS

18532 Oriental  
Oak Court

NOBLESVILLE

18149 Atlantic 
Road

NOBLESVILLE
This desirable 3BR, 2BA 

Cicero ranch on .44 acres 
features a remodeled kitchen 
with quartz counters, wood-
burning fireplace, spacious 
primary suite, and private, 
wooded backyard with two 
storage sheds. Lake access 

and boat docks.
Listed at $339,900 

Enjoy low-maintenance 
waterfront living in this 

gated 2BR, 2BA Morse Lake 
condo. Features include 
fresh paint, new carpet, 

boat slip, two garage spots, 
storage, and stainless 

kitchen. Luxury meets 
convenience.

Listed at $299,900

This 3 bed, 2.5 bath beauty near 
Geist Reservoir offers an open 
concept floor plan, new roof, 

carpet, and remodeled primary 
bath. Enjoy the versatile living 

spaces, updated kitchen, 
spacious fenced-in backyard, 

and a heated golf  
     simulator garage!

          Listed at $299,900

Beautiful 4BR, 2BA 2 
half baths in Oakmont of 

Noblesville. Situated on over 
half an acre (.68) wooded lot 
featuring a screened porch 

and finished basement along 
with a three car tandem 

garage. This move-in ready 
property awaits you.
Listed at $559,900

Own this charming 1.5-acre 
country retreat! Features 

2,000+ sq ft, 4BR, 2BA, and 
a new roof. Enjoy a cozy 

fireplace, spacious kitchen, 
and fenced yard. Perfectly 

located near Hamilton  
Town Center and I-69.  

Won’t last long!
Listed at $274,900 

The Deakyne Team 
REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS“Speak 
to Deak!” 317.695.6032 Jennifer | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer SpeakToDeak.com

Hamilton 
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Noblesville, IN  46060

Nicole Jennifer Snyder-Carnahan
April 15, 1979 – September 15, 2026

Nicole Jennifer Snyder-Carnahan, beloved mother, 
daughter, sister, aunt, niece, cousin, 
and friend, peacefully passed away at 
her Fishers home on September 15, 
2026. Born on April 15, 1979, in Tulsa, 
Okla., Nicole was a beacon of warmth 
and love, touching the lives of all who 
knew her.

Nicole was the cherished daugh-
ter of Luann and Steve Snyder, who 
instilled in her a deep sense of com-

passion and resilience. She was predeceased by her loving 
mother, Luann Snyder, and her dear sister, Megan Ott.

Nicole is survived by her devoted son, Aaron Carnahan, 
brother-in-law Tom Ott, and her beloved nieces, Katherine 
Ott and Lauren Ott, with whom she shared a bond that tran-
scended the ordinary.

A proud graduate of Ball State University, Nicole pos-
sessed a fervent love for learning and a keen intellect that 
she shared generously with her family and friends. Her 
career was marked by dedication and a genuine desire to 
make a positive impact in the world around her.

Nicole’s life was a testament to her unyielding spirit and 
her extraordinary ability to connect with others. Her laugh-
ter was infectious, and her kindness left an indelible mark 
on everyone she met. She had a remarkable talent for mak-
ing people feel valued and loved, a gift she bestowed freely.

Outside of her professional life, Nicole was an ardent 
supporter of various charitable causes, including her role as 
Executive Director for the Megan S. Ott Foundation, seek-
ing ways to help those in need. Her family kindly requests 
that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to a charity of 
your choice in Nicole’s memory, a fitting tribute to a wom-
an who dedicated her life to giving.

As we mourn the loss of Nicole, we also celebrate the won-
derful life she led. Her spirit will live on in the hearts of those 
who knew her, a lasting reminder of a life well-lived. May her 
memory be a source of comfort and inspiration to us all.

Visitation will be from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, September 
24, 2026, at Randall & Roberts Fishers Mortuary, 12010 
Allisonville Road, Fishers. Services will be held at 11 a.m. 
Friday, September 25, 2026, at the Peace Chapel of Oak-
lawn Memorial Gardens, 9700 Allisonville Road, India-
napolis, with Pastor Doug Gast officiating.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
in Nicole’s name to the donor’s choice of charity.

Condolences: randallroberts.com
Meeting Notices

The Hamilton County Solid Waste Management District Board will 
meet at noon on Monday, Sept. 28, 2026, in the Commissioners’ Court-
room at the Hamilton County Government and Judicial Center, 1 Hamilton 
County Square, Noblesville.

The Hamilton County Commissioners will meet in an executive session 
at 12:15 p.m. Monday, Sept. 28, 2026.

A regular meeting will follow at 1:15 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Court-
room at the Hamilton County Government and Judicial Center, 1 Hamilton 
County Square.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to 
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under

I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in 
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door 

Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

4-H Junior Leaders 
invite you to annual 
Halloween Carnival
The REPORTER

Come in costume and 
enjoy games, treats, hay-
rides, and more at the annu-
al Community Halloween 
Carnival from 6 to 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Oct. 6.

The Carnival will be 
held at the Hamilton Coun-
ty 4-H Fairgrounds, 2003 
Pleasant St., Noblesville. 
This fun, family activity is 
offered at no charge.

Youth ages 10 and un-
der should be accompanied 

by an adult and are encour-
aged to come in costume to 
enjoy games, prizes, candy, 
refreshments, a haunted 
house, and a hayride.  Hay-
rides begin at 6 p.m.

The evening is orga-
nized and sponsored by the 
Hamilton County 4-H Ju-
nior Leaders.  

For more information 
on the Halloween Carni-
val, call (317) 776-0854 
or go to Facebook.com/
events/1603936541461630.

Ascension St. Vincent 
Heart Center in Carmel 

one of five heart hospitals 
to earn national recognition
By Mariah Taylor
Becker’s Hospital Review

Editor’s note: This 
story was originally pub-
lished at BeckersCardiolo-
gy.com and was submitted 
to The Hamilton County 
Reporter by Ascension St. 
Vincent.

Only five heart hospitals 
earned five-star ratings for 
both overall hospital quality 
and patient experience. 

Becker’s compared 
the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid’s Hospital 
Consumer Assessment of 
Healthcare Providers and 
Systems survey, which 
captures patients’ experi-
ences during a recent hos-
pital stay, with the agency’s 

Overall Hospital Quality 
Star Rating, which factors 
mortality, safety of care, 
readmissions, patient ex-
perience, and timely and 
effective care. 

In total, 61 hospitals 
earned five-star ratings in 
both measures, but only 
five are dedicated heart 
hospitals.

• Avera  Heart Hospi-
tal of South Dakota (Sioux 
Falls)

• Baylor Scott & White 
Heart and Vascular Hospi-
tal-Dallas (Texas)

• The Heart Hospital 
Baylor Denton (Texas)

• Oklahoma Heart Hos-
pital South (Oklahoma City)

• St. Vincent Heart Cen-
ter (Carmel)

https://hartleyfuneralhomes.com/
https://readthereporter.com/obitform
http://speaktodeak.com
www.randallroberts.com
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
mailto:HamiltonCoNorthReporter%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=
mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://www.randallroberts.com/obituaries/nicole-snyder-carnahan
https://www.facebook.com/events/1603936541461630
https://www.facebook.com/events/1603936541461630
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/rankings-and-ratings/250-hospitals-with-5-cms-stars-for-patient-experience/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/rankings-and-ratings/384-hospitals-with-5-stars-from-cms/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/rankings-and-ratings/61-hospitals-with-5-stars-for-quality-and-patient-experience-cms/

	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_Hlk203661301

