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Skateboarding’s 
impact on my life

Editor’s note: The 
Sheridan Student Col-
umn is brought to read-
ers by Sheridan High 
School’s Accelerated 
English 9 class, taught 
by Ellie Arrowood.

Skateboarding is an 
action sport where the 
skater performs tricks 
on a board with trucks 
and four wheels. They 
perform grinds, flips, and slides.

To me, skateboarding is a lifestyle and 
culture rooted in individualism, subculture, 
art, and creativity. Skateboarding is an art 
form in the sense that it takes mastery and 
skill to preform visually appealing tricks 
and video parts. The culture is deeply root-
ed in anti-culture, uniqueness, community, 
and individualism. 

I personally got into skateboarding 
through the culture being around me as 
a kid. My brother and the people I would 
see skating around places I would go deep-
ly inspired me to pick up skating. Since I 
was around 12, my biggest passion has been 
skateboarding. I quickly gained a passion for 
skating through my immersion in the culture 
and my love for the process of skating.

The reason I’m passionate about skate-
boarding is that I feel I can reach full cre-
ativity and full expression when I am on 
the board. I truly believe that it is the most 
embracing community. I have met so many 
cool people and had so many experiences in 
the community, and they have been some of 
the realest people I have ever met.

I truly believe skating has greatly im-
pacted my life and my passions.

MICAH SMOOT
Sheridan High 
School Student

COLUMNIST

Carmel officials release 2027 budget
presentations for public review online
The REPORTER

Carmel city officials have 
released the 2027 department 
budget proposal presenta-
tions online. 

This method of pub-
lishing budget information 
differs from years prior by 
allowing both community 
members and City Coun-
cilors to thoroughly review 
department budgets ahead of 
time. Residents and Council-
ors will have an opportunity 
to submit questions to be an-
swered and posted online by 
the city.

The proposed 
$252.4 million 
budget will be dis-
cussed and lives-
treamed during a 
joint meeting be-
tween Mayor Sue 
Finkam, city lead-
ership, and mem-
bers of the City 
Council on Mon-
day, Sept. 28. The 
formal budget pre-
sentation will occur 
at the City Coun-
cil’s regular meeting set for 
Monday, Oct. 5.

“This new bud-
get process is a 
continuation of our 
effort to prioritize 
transparency and 
on-demand access 
to the public,” May-
or Finkam said. 
“Our ultimate goal 
is to allow our res-
idents to hear de-
tailed breakdowns 
as to how the City 
of Carmel is being a 
good steward of tax-

payer dollars.”
All budget presentations 

can now be viewed by click-
ing here, where the public can 
find all recorded budget pre-
sentations for each department, 
individual PowerPoint decks 
and any additional information 
provided by the departments.

Questions regarding the 
overall budget or individual de-
partment budgets may be sent 
to budget@carmel.in.gov.  
There will be a dedicated Q&A 
section on the webpage where 
the public can view questions 
submitted by other community 
members and the City Coun-
cil.

Finkam

Desk buddies
Photo by Amy Shankland

When I wrote my 
Joy to you and Me (at 
Work!) series years 
ago, one column talk-
ed about the impor-
tance of making your 
work surroundings as 
uplifting as possible. I 
remembered this while 
watching the movie 9 
to 5 last week with my 
thoughts focused, like 
many of us recently, on Dolly Parton.

9 to 5 showed how dramatically employee 
morale rose when the three main characters 
took over the office and allowed everyone 
to decorate their work areas once again. The 
movie may be fiction, but this point is true. 

I’m blessed to work from home in the 
front parlor of my old house, surrounded 
by multiple windows. To my left sits our 
piano, with family artwork, my Mom’s ka-
leidoscope, and three thriving plants on top 
(miraculously, I’ve kept them alive for two 
years now!) Cheerful artwork on the walls 
surrounds me.

To my right on my desk, I have photos 
of my husband, sons, siblings, and of my 
parents in their teens. And finally, I have 
what I affectionately call my “desk bud-
dies” – Little Jesus, Praying Guy, and the 
Heart That Changed My Life. Everyone 
should have desk buddies like these. 

Little Jesus is there to remind me who 
I really work for. My particular figurine 
is wearing my favorite color – blue. His 
cheerful smile helps lift my spirits when 
one of my clients receives a grant rejection 
(ugh!) or shares in my joy when we receive 
a grant award. 

AMY SHANKLAND
Perfectly Imperfect

COLUMNIST

See Buddies . . . Page 2

Historic 1856 Northern Hamilton 
County church celebrating 170 years
Submitted

Arcadia Brethren Church, 
one of the earliest and lon-
gest-running congregations in 
Northern Hamilton County, in-
vites the public to a monumen-
tal double-celebration at 10 a.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 20.

The community is invit-
ed to mark the church’s 170th 
anniversary with a special 
Homecoming Service themed 
“Worship Songs Through the 
Decades.”

The anniversary service, 
concert, and potluck will take 
place at the historic church 
property located at 8989 E. 
266th St., Arcadia. 

First organized on the Indi-
ana frontier in 1856 with just 
50 members meeting in lo-
cal homes and barns, Arcadia 
Brethren Church has stood as 
a beacon of faith, resilience, 
and community across three 
different centuries. This year’s 
Homecoming serves as a formal 
celebration of those 170 years 
of continuous ministry.

To honor this journey, the 
service will feature a nostalgic 

musical presentation tracing 
the evolution of faith filled mu-
sic and popular worship songs 
from the 1950s to the modern 
day. The service will highlight 
how the sounds of worship 
have changed over the decades 
while the church’s foundational 
message of faith in Jesus and 
caring for one another has re-
mained unchanged.

Following the conclusion of 
the musical service, the church 
will host a traditional commu-
nity potluck. Neighbors, area 
families, returning members, 
and first-time guests are all 
warmly invited to share a meal 
and enjoy a time of fellowship. 

“Reaching 170 years of ac-
tive ministry is a testament to 
the generations of families who 
have poured their hearts into 
their community,” Pastor Ben 
Poole said. “As we look back at 
our deep roots, celebrating with 
the spiritual songs that shaped 
our parents, grandparents, and 
youth feels like the perfect way 
to step into our next chapter.”

The celebration is entirely 
free and open to everyone. The 

dress code is casual, and all are 
welcome to attend this historic 
milestone.

For more details regarding 
the anniversary, directions, or 
potluck logistics, please visit 
ComeToABC.com or call the 
church office at (317) 984-4137. 

About Arcadia 
Brethren Church

Founded in 1856, Arcadia 

Brethren Church (ABC) is a 
Jesus-centered community 
dedicated to helping people 
Accept others, Believe in 
Jesus, and Care for one an-
other. For 170 years, ABC 
has hosted weekly gatherings 
focused on spiritual growth, 
community outreach, and 
local fellowship in Hamilton 
County.

Photo provided
The 2015 Homecoming celebration at Arcadia Brethren 
Church brought dozens of worshipers together, and you 
can be a part of a similar gathering on Sunday, Sept. 20.

Chain reaction of kindness
Sheridan students given five steps to make the world better
The REPORTER

On Friday, Sept. 4, Sheridan 
High School (SHS) students 
heard the story behind Rachel’s 
Challenge. This special con-
vocation encouraged students 
to look for the best in others, 
dream big, choose positive in-
fluences, speak with kindness, 
and start a chain reaction. 

Rachel’s Challenge was 
created in memory of Rachel 
Joy Scott, the first victim of the 
1999 Columbine High School 
tragedy. While the convocation 
shared what happened that day 
more than 27 years ago, the 
focus was not on how Rachel 
died, but on how she lived a full 
and impactful life in her short 
16 years through her kindness. 

Throughout the presentation, 
the speaker, JB Braden, showed 
SHS students how Rachel’s be-
lief in the power of compassion 
and her desire to make a differ-
ence began a “chain reaction” 
of kindness. Prior to her death, 
Rachel journaled about this idea 
of starting a chain reaction, as 
she believed that one person’s 
actions could inspire others to 
act with compassion, grace, and 

kindness as well. 
Throughout the convoca-

tion, JB shared multiple stories 
of people whom Rachel en-
countered during her life and 
how she left a lasting impact on 

them. These stories highlight-
ed the five challenges that JB 
brought forth to the SHS stu-
dents, but ultimately went back 
to the core message: you never 
know what another person is 

going through. JB challenged 
his audience to “look for the 
best in others,” but the five ulti-
mate challenges are:

Photo provided by Sheridan Community Schools
Inspired by a journal written by Rachel Joy Scott, the first victim of the 1999 Columbine 
High School shooting, Rachel’s Challenge works to inspire students to spread kindness.

See Kindness . . . Page 2
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Yakety Yak, Let’s Give Back
The Feeding Team’s upcoming fundraiser is

almost here! Help put a dent in food insecurity.

Sept. 10 from 5 to 8 p.m.
Woolly Yak Ranch & Winery

3124 E. 266th St., Arcadia
This will be a fun-filled evening for the whole family:
• Silent auction
• Hayrides to see the yaks
• S’mores firepit
• Cornhole

• 50/50 Raffle
• Wine tasting
• Food truck
• Music by Joe Johnson

Purchase tickets at the event or
online at FeedingTeam.org/donate.
$25 individual | $45 couple | $50 family

Praying Guy hangs out 
beside Jesus, which I believe 
is a picture of how things 
really work in life. Fellow 
columnist, friend, and re-
cent birthday gal Jan Hart 
Leonard gave Praying Guy 
to me a couple of years ago. 
He’s also blue, which I don’t 
think is a mere coincidence. 

Praying Guy’s role is 
to remind me of what to 
do when I’m having “one 
of those days.” To lift me 
up when I hit another brick 
wall on my author journey. 
And to remind me of the 
first thing I need to do when 
something good happens in 
my life. 

The Heart That Changed 
My Life reads “Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart.” 
I’ve had this on my desk for 
years. One morning in 2021, 
I found it sitting on my key-
board when I was struggling 
to make a major decision 
about how to publish a 
book. I never found out how 
the heart moved to that spot, 
but as soon as I saw it, I im-
mediately knew the correct 
path for publication.

If you work in an office, 
who are your “desk bud-
dies”? What can you put on 
your desk to help lift you 
up, motivate you, and in-
crease your productivity? If 

you don’t have a desk, may-
be you can have a locker or 
cubby buddy.

Our surroundings at 
work make all the differ-
ence. There was a time in 
my life when I worked in 
a dark, windowless office. 
I thank God often for win-
dows letting in sunlight, 
plants to bring in a bit of na-
ture, art, and most of all, my 
desk buddies.

Amy Shankland is an 
empty-nester, writer, and 
fundraising professional liv-
ing in Noblesville with her 
husband John and two dogs. 
You can reach her via email 
at amys@greenavenue.info.

Buddies
from Page 1

1. Look for the best in 
others.

2. Dream big and be-
lieve in yourself.

3. Choose positive in-
fluences and be a positive 
influence.

4. Speak with kindness.
5. Start your own chain 

reaction of kindness. 
JB closed the convoca-

tion with the message that 
each person has the ability 
to make a difference. He 
reminded students that they 
cannot control what others 
say or do, but they can con-
trol how they respond and 
how they choose to show up 
for others.

Through Rachel’s Chal-
lenge and JB, SHS students 
were encouraged to begin 
that chain reaction of kind-
ness.

Photos provided by Sheridan Community Schools

Kindness
from Page 1

When weather is unpredictable, you can trust
Your Hometown Weatherman!

https://noblesvillesports.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BethShellerforHamiltonCountyClerk/
https://qr.io/r/jo4nQy
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVxSMppWKB7X9MqyOMeeDd1_lvKriphChNgol85xFREga49A/viewform
https://feedingteam.org/donate/
mailto:amys@greenavenue.info
http://paulpoteet.com
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The Cicero Clerk Treasurer’s office has a full-time position 
opening for a Deputy Clerk.  

The Deputy Clerk will be responsible for various clerical, payroll, 
Human Resource functions, bookkeeping, and utility activities. Process 
bi-weekly payroll, pension, and deductibles maintain all payroll records, 

and on-line filings. Payroll experience a plus. Assistant to the clerk 
treasurer for budget, attend meetings as necessary, filing, preparing 
reports, and serve and assist with utility billing activities, answering 

phones, waiting on customers and other duties as assigned.  
Applications will be accepted through October 2nd, 2026.

Please send résumé to Rhonda Gary, 
331 E. Jackson St., P.O. Box 650, Cicero, IN 46034, 

rgary@townofcicero.in.gov
Town’s application will be required which may be picked up in our office, 

requested by e-mail or found at 
https://www.facebook.com/ciceroindiana 

or on the Town’s website, 
www.ciceroin.org

Deputy Clerk 
Position

Rest In Peace, Miss Blue
“You think 

those dogs will 
not be in heaven! 
I tell you they will 
be there long be-
fore any of us!” 
– Robert Louis 
Stevenson, Scot-
tish author 

This is not the 
column I origi-
nally planned for 
today. But then, as we all 
know, plans can change as 
they did this past week.

After a summer of con-
cern over our little dog, 
“Miss Blue,” we came to 
the conclusion that our re-
sponsibility to her was to 
make her journey to the 
Rainbow Bridge as smooth 
as possible. This was not, 
as always, easy to decide or 
easy to do, although for the 
best for her. 

Blue was just about 11 
years of age. She was a res-
cue six years ago, and had a 
very difficult life before she 
became our family mem-
ber. I have had the privilege 
of being a “dog mom” sev-
eral times over the years, 
and I do believe that Blue 
was our sweetest dog ever. 
She was, I must admit, 
rather lazy but that just 
added to her charm! She 
was well-behaved, loved 
her walks, was terrified of 
storms, and really loved 
to eat! A special girl who 
packed her bags for the 
Bridge and off she went.

Blue’s issue was a brain 
tumor. For a person there is 
usually a good chance for 

surgery to cor-
rect the situation, 
but not so much 
in the case of ca-
nines, or other 
animals as well. 
A veterinarian 
will usually rely 
on the perspec-
tive of the pet’s 
owner and what 
symptoms are be-

ing displayed. From there, 
the specific prognosis can-
not be shared without an 
MRI or a CT scan in most 
instances. This can make 
it difficult for the pet own-
er who is witnessing these 
changes to make decisions 
on how to best go forward 
with any treatment or pos-
sibility of a treatment. Most 
veterinarians will provide 
options on possible progno-
ses and corresponding treat-
ments if any are available.

As we all understand, 
the communication from 
our pets is limited as they 
cannot tell us verbally when 
they are in pain or discom-
fort. When we know our 
pets well, we often sense 
when things are not as they 
should be, or have been, and 
we can follow up with our 
veterinary staff. It is a good 
idea to be consistent with 
the same professional staff 
as they get to know your 
pet and how best to deter-
mine any health issues. One 
thing that most veterinari-
ans agree on is do not allow 
your pet to die a “natural 
death” as you do not know 
their level of pain and it can 

be very disturbing for them 
and for you as well.

That last visit to the 
clinic is a difficult one that 
many of you have faced and 
is a most loving and car-
ing tribute to your special 
friend and family member. 
If you wish to obtain your 
pet’s ashes or a paw print, 
most veterinary staffs can 
help you with that.

We love them, care for 
them, play with them, and 
mourn them when they 
leave our homes for the 
Rainbow Bridge. It is good 
to know that Blue is frol-
icking there with so many 
others!
Sharon McMahon,
AKA Blue’s “Dog Mom”

The opinions expressed 
in this column are not in-
tended to replace advice of 
your personal veterinarian 
or licensed health profes-
sional.

SHARON McMAHON
Be Well

COLUMNIST

Photo & graphic provided
Rest In Peace, Miss Blue.

A $2 million investment in older 
foster youth is worth celebrating. 
Now Congress must build on it.

Last month, 
Indiana received 
some very good 
news.

At the White 
House, First Lady 
Melania Trump 
announced that 
FOX Sports 
and IndyCar are 
contributing $2 
million in scholarships for 
Indiana University and 
Purdue University students 
who have experienced fos-
ter care. The two univer-
sities also joined the First 
Lady’s Fostering the Fu-
ture initiative, a national 
effort to expand education-
al opportunities for young 
adults transitioning out of 
foster care.

That investment de-
serves to be celebrated. For 
young people who leave 
foster care without the fi-
nancial safety net many of 
their peers rely on, a schol-
arship can be the difference 
between enrolling in col-
lege and putting that dream 
on hold. It can mean fewer 
hours working while taking 
classes, greater housing sta-
bility, and one less financial 
obstacle standing between a 
student and their degree.

FOX Sports and Indy-
Car are making a mean-
ingful investment in the 
futures of young Hoosiers. 
Now, Congress has an op-
portunity to build on that 
momentum.

Earlier this year, the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives unanimously passed 
the Fostering the Future 
Act, a bipartisan package of 
six proposals aimed at mod-
ernizing the federal John 
H. Chafee Foster Care 
Program for Successful 

Transition to 
Adulthood. The 
program provides 
states with re-
sources to help 
young people 
who have experi-
enced foster care 
navigate the tran-
sition into adult-
hood. The legis-

lation was referred to the 
Senate Finance Committee 
in May and is awaiting fur-
ther action.

Indiana lawmakers have 
helped these measures, 
and other related legisla-
tion move forward, espe-
cially  Rep. Rudy Yakym 
(R-Ind.-02) and Rep. Erin 
Houchin (R-Ind.-09). 

These reforms are long 
overdue.

Among other changes, 
the legislation would make 
it easier for young people to 
access housing support, le-
gal services, and assistance 
as expectant or parenting 
young adults. And impor-
tantly, it would modernize 
the Education and Train-
ing Voucher (ETV) pro-
gram which helps young 
people who have experi-
enced foster care pursue 
education after high school.

Two of the proposed 
changes to the ETV pro-
gram could be particular-
ly important for Indiana’s 
older foster youth pursu-
ing their post-high school 
dreams.

The first recognizes that 
a college degree is not the 
only path to a successful ca-
reer. The legislation would 
expand ETV eligibility to 
include more workforce and 
vocational training opportu-
nities, including apprentice-
ships, career and technical 

education, GED programs, 
and other short-term train-
ing. 

The second would in-
crease the maximum annual 
ETV award from $5,000 to 
$12,000. The current cap 
has not increased since the 
program was created more 
than two decades ago, even 
as tuition, housing, trans-
portation, and other costs 
have climbed dramatically.

At Foster Success, we 
see what happens when 
young people have access 
to the right resources at the 
right time. They enroll in 
college. They earn creden-
tials. They begin careers. 
They find stable housing. 
They build relationships 
and communities. Most im-
portantly, they gain the op-
portunity to make decisions 
about their futures based on 
their goals rather than on 
which basic need they can 
afford that month.

The $2 million invest-
ment announced at the 
White House will create 
opportunities for young 
people attending two of 
Indiana’s great universi-
ties. We should celebrate 
it, thank FOX Sports and 
IndyCar for making it pos-
sible, and hope it inspires 
other businesses and insti-
tutions to invest in young 
people who have experi-
enced foster care.

But we should also rec-
ognize what it represents: a 
first step, not the last. Now, 
it’s up to the Senate to build 
off this progress. 

Dr. Maggie Stevens, of 
Indianapolis, is the Pres-
ident & CEO of Foster 
Success. More information 
about Foster Success can be 
found at fostersuccess.org.

MAGGIE STEVENS

Guest COLUMNIST

Step Out Walk to end diabetes 
to take place at Grand Park

The REPORTER
On Saturday, Sept. 19, 

the American Diabetes As-
sociation (ADA) will hold 
its signature fundraising 
event to raise awareness, 
connect communities, and 
strengthen critical support 
for individuals and fami-
lies impacted by diabetes.

Step Out Walk: Indi-
ana will bring together 

the diabetes community, 
volunteers, and advocates 
for a meaningful walk wel-
coming people of all ages 
and abilities. The walk will 
take place at Droplight 
Grand Park, 19000 Grand 
Park Blvd., Westfield. 
Check-in runs from 7:30 to 
9 a.m.

Registration is free. 
Participants can register, 

start or join a team, and 
fundraise at stepout.dia-
betes.org/750.

Step Out Walk bene-
fits diabetes research, ed-
ucation, management, and 
prevention, supporting the 
ADA’s mission to prevent 
and cure diabetes and to 
improve the lives of all 
people affected by diabe-
tes.

mailto:info%40hopebiblefellowship.net?subject=
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://www.ciceroin.org/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7432/text/eh
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7432/text/eh
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/IF11070
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/IF11070
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/IF11070
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/IF11070
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/IF11070
https://www.in.gov/dcs/older-youth-initiatives/chafee-education-and-training-voucher-program-etv-and-post-secondary-financial-aid-assistance/
https://www.in.gov/dcs/older-youth-initiatives/chafee-education-and-training-voucher-program-etv-and-post-secondary-financial-aid-assistance/
https://www.in.gov/dcs/older-youth-initiatives/chafee-education-and-training-voucher-program-etv-and-post-secondary-financial-aid-assistance/
http://www.fostersuccess.org
https://stepout.diabetes.org/750
https://stepout.diabetes.org/750
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Board Highlights
September 2026 Meeting

Submitted by Noblesville Schools
The school board has responsibility for major dis-

trict functions including school district governance 
and oversight, setting school policies, approving 
funding, strategic planning, and hiring and evaluat-
ing the superintendent.

• The board honored the following high school 
athletic teams for their spring/summer achievements: 
baseball, softball, girls and boys track, boys golf. 

• Stony Creek Elementary presented their new 
teachers’ impressions of Noblesville Schools. 

• The board heard a Compassionate Care and Sup-
port strategic plan update that summarized findings 
from a recent staff well-being survey. 

• The board approved a bid for high school air han-
dling units.

• The board approved the state’s request for a right 
of way at Hazel Dell Elementary as part of the State 
Road 32 expansion project.
Go to noblesvilleschools.org/leadership/school-board 

for meeting agendas, minutes, videos, and more.

Rep. Spartz seeks independent federal
review of Indiana data centers & LEAP
Submitted by Office of 
U.S. Rep. Victoria Spartz

On Wednesday, Sept. 
9, Congresswoman Victo-
ria Spartz (R-Ind.-05) sent 
a letter to U.S. Department 
of Energy Secretary Chris 
Wright and U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior Secre-
tary Doug Burgum request-
ing an independent federal 
review of the rapidly ex-
panding LEAP Research 
and Innovation District 
and other major data-cen-
ter projects across Indiana, 
raising concerns about en-
ergy generation, grid reli-
ability, transmission costs, 
water resources, and who 
ultimately pays.

“For two years, I have 
been raising concerns about 
the massive energy and in-
frastructure demands of 
data centers, as well as the 
significant water demands 
of the LEAP district,” Rep. 
Spartz said. “Based on my 
numerous recent town halls, 
Hoosiers are increasing-
ly concerned and deserve 
clear answers about who is 
paying for what. I support 
bringing advanced man-
ufacturing and strategic 
industries to Indiana, but 

Hoosier families, 
farmers, small 
businesses, and 
existing indus-
tries should not 
be forced to sub-
sidize extraordi-
nary private proj-
ects.”

In February, 
Meta announced 
a more than $10 billion 
LEAP campus with 10 
planned data centers and 
approximately 1 gigawatt 
(GW) of capacity. MISO 
planning documents esti-
mate total LEAP demand at 
approximately 1,200 mega-
watts (1.2 GW), with hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
in transmission infrastruc-
ture already identified.

At the same time, fed-
eral reliability warnings 
are escalating. The U.S. 
Department of Energy re-
ported that MISO was re-
classified from “elevated 
risk” to “high risk” for 2028 
to 2031 and is now using 
emergency authority to pre-
serve existing generation. 
MISO has also identified 
new transmission violations 
and worsened reliability 
issues resulting from ad-

ditional LEAP 
load, requiring 
major corrective 
projects across 
multiple Indiana 
utility systems 
and raising con-
cerns about the 
risk of blackouts 
as electricity de-
mand continues 

to grow.
In June, the Federal En-

ergy Regulatory Commis-
sion (FERC) preliminarily 
found that MISO lacks ad-
equate protections against 
shifting large-load trans-
mission costs to other cus-
tomers, potentially resulting 
in “unjust and unreasonable 
rates.” FERC also raised 
concerns about inadequate 
transparency surrounding 
required transmission up-
grades, their costs, and cost 
allocation.

Spartz’s letter further 
raises concerns about sig-
nificant loopholes in trans-
parency and oversight cre-
ated by Indiana laws during 
LEAP’s development, as 
well as plans to supply up 
to 25 million gallons of wa-
ter per day to Lebanon and 
LEAP from the White River 

watershed.
Spartz is requesting 

a full accounting of how 
much energy and water 
these projects will require, 
what new generation and 
infrastructure must be built, 
how much it will cost, who 
is responsible for those 
costs, and what enforceable 
protections exist to prevent 
Hoosier consumers and tax-
payers from being left with 
the bill.

“We cannot retire firm 
generation, add massive 
new loads, spend hundreds 
of millions on infrastruc-
ture, and then leave Hoo-
siers guessing who will pay 
for it,” Spartz said. “We 
must ensure Hoosiers are 
not left paying higher utility 
bills while facing increased 
risks of blackouts. Hoosiers 
deserve substantiated an-
swers before these commit-
ments are made.”

The requested review 
would extend beyond LEAP 
to examine the cumulative 
effects of major data-center 
projects involving Google, 
Amazon, Meta, and other 
developers across Indiana.

Click here to read the 
full letter.

Spartz

EV & hybrid drivers
also want relief during 

gas tax suspension
Hoosier mo-

torists across the 
state have been 
receiving relief 
at the pump since 
May due to the 
ongoing suspen-
sion of gas taxes. 
Unfor tunate ly, 
electric vehicle 
and hybrid owners 
aren’t getting any reprieve 
despite paying more to own 
the vehicles they drive. 

In Indiana, EV and hy-
brid owners pay a mandato-
ry supplemental registration 
fee – $242 each year for 
EVs and $81 for hybrids – in 
place of paying traditional 
state gasoline taxes. These 
additional registration fees 
were established specifical-
ly to ensure alternative-fu-
el drivers contribute their 
share toward maintaining 
state roads and transporta-
tion infrastructure.

While drivers of 
gas-powered vehicles are 
experiencing an extended 
break from state fuel taxes, 
clean vehicle drivers are still 
required to pay their full an-
nual registration surcharge. 
This creates an inequitable 
burden, leaving Hoosiers 
who are making environ-
mentally conscious trans-

portation choices 
as the only motor-
ists continuously 
paying their full 
share toward road 
funding during 
this tax holiday.

Many EV 
owners are also 
experiencing in-
creased charging 

costs because electricity 
rates continue to increase 
for Hoosiers across the 
state.

Tax fairness should ap-
ply to all residents equal-
ly. The gas tax has been 
suspended for almost six 
months. Gov. Mike Braun 
and state leaders should 
consider providing a pro-
portional refund or discount 
on EV and hybrid registra-
tion fees to reflect the relief 
offered to other drivers.

The Hoosier Electric Ve-
hicle Association supports 
fair and sustainable funding 
for Indiana’s roads. Extend-
ing equitable relief to elec-
tric and hybrid vehicle driv-
ers is a common-sense step 
to ensure all Indiana motor-
ists are treated fairly.

Paul Bordenkircher 
serves as the president of 
the Hoosier Electric Vehicle 
Association.

PAUL BORDENKIRCHER

Guest COLUMNIST

The Shepherd shops at Walmart
God is so 

clever, so loving, 
and living among 
us, just in a differ-
ent way than we 
might think!

Earlier this 
year I decided to 
remain in bed a 
bit longer than 
usual, watching 
the weather fore-
cast, sipping coffee, and 
saying extra prayers for 
Maundy Thursday. 

I was quite proud of my-
self, too, ordering a grocery 
delivery from Walmart, and 
all just by using my cell 
phone from bed (and not 
from my laptop as I typical-
ly do). 

Wow, at age 72, does 
this make me official-
ly “tech-savvy” like the 
younger generation now? 
Many “youngers” no longer 
use a laptop and do every-
thing only on cell phones 
anymore.

I must share my con-
cerns here about the price 
of groceries these days, 
though. They’re insanely 
expensive! Seems every 
time I shop, prices are al-
ways a bit higher than the 
week before and they sure-
ly never get cheaper overall 
even with coupons.

I used to work myself 
into a frenzy over groceries, 
perhaps due to the adjust-
ment of retirement with a 
fixed income. God and I had 
many chats together over 
this worry and anxiety, until 
I realized I had much more 
than many other people 
around the world and my 
community. God teaches us 
humility and thankfulness 
when we need it.

Finally, I got out of bed 

and into the liv-
ing room, greeted 
by my Bible that 
looked like what 
you can see in the 
photo at right.

The rubber 
band heart fo-
cused on Prov-
erbs 11:9: “Better 
to be an ordinary 
person with a ser-

vant than to be self-import-
ant but have no food.”

I sent this photo to a 
select few friends as they 
were the ones that previous-
ly received a recent article 
I wrote about the impor-
tance of “names” and the 
humility necessary to avoid 
self-pride. I used myself as 
a real-life example in that 
article and assigned myself 
a goal to be more grateful 
the rest of this week leading 
into Easter.

I asked God for forgive-
ness and for release of my 
pride, too.

As I re-read the Prov-
erb, I joked with one of my 
friends that maybe God was 
shopping for my groceries 
this morning at Walmart. 

Perhaps now I am more 
ordinary than last week, 
less self-important, less 
proud, more thankful. And 
less worried and panicky 
about the cost of food. God 
has been exceedingly kind 
and loving to me. It took a 
while for me to truly realize 
in my heart that God has al-
ways shared his bounty and 
grace!

Turning to fix a bit of 
breakfast, I opened the 
fridge and realized I had 
more than enough milk. 
What was I thinking? Why 
did I just order more from 
Walmart? A few minutes lat-

er, I received 
a push no-
tification to 
“accept” or 
“decline” a 
subs t i tu t ion 
my order. I 
clicked the 
link and, of 
all things, the 
half-gallon of 
milk I ordered 
was being 
substituted by 
the shopper. 
Of all things! 
Seriously? Of 
course, I de-
clined the milk. 
It’s not just Alexa who hears 
us. God does, too!

So … it gets better! I re-
ceived the next notice that 
“Samuel” would be deliv-
ering the groceries at 11:11 
a.m. 11:11! This number 
has always been a deep-
ly spiritual number for me 
signifying connection with 
the Divine and new spiritual 
growth.

This verified it! God 
definitely had his hand in 
all this, too. Too many vari-
ables to be a coincidence. 
Walmart has a two-hour de-
livery window. Why exactly 
at 11:11? And Samuel was 
right on time!

(Samuel, by the way, 
was a leader in Israel and 
a prophet after God’s call 
and a judge who anointed 
Kings. Now that’s some de-
livery driver!)

I shared this latest in-
formation with my friend 
thinking surely, she would 
think I’m totally mad. Then 
she sent the photo seen 
above.

This Sister-in-Christ 
shared the same meaning 
with her 11:11 bracelet!

We don’t have a “ser-
vant” as we might think of 
from historical times.

But we do have a shep-
herd that shops at Walmart.

And He especially shops 
within the corners of our 
hearts!

He is here and reaches to 
meet us right where we are.

Call me ordinary, call 
me weak, call me a lover of 
Christ! 11:11!

Rev. Bonnie Zickgraf is 
a retired pastor, registered 
nurse, electroplater, and 
podcaster. She continues 
to serve various preschool, 
youth, and adult ministries, 
including the Nurses’ Hon-
or Guard for the State of 
Indiana. She loves to laugh, 
write, eat, and pray! Send 
comments to bonniezick-
graf@gmail.com.

BONNIE ZICKGRAF
Sacred or Secular?

COLUMNIST

Photos provided by Bonnie Zickgraf

Hamilton County 
Reporter
	 More News	 More Sports

. . . and more readers!

https://tinyurl.com/3pvs6dr5
https://www.honeybaked.com
mailto:bonniezickgraf@gmail.com
mailto:bonniezickgraf@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter/
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Bike the rails from Forest Park
to Downtown Noblesville

Holiday Light
railbikes

Make a new holiday tradition!

NEW!

tickets on sale now!

November 14-January 2

nickelplateexpress.com

with Hamilton County Parks & Recreation!

Our parks o�er a wide 
range of amenities and 
programs such as:

Beautiful trails
Recreational areas
Playgrounds
Special events
And more!

Explore.
Play.
Connect.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Bootleggers Bingo Sponsors

Your support makes a difference in the 
lives of families in the Carmel community!

Indy Facets Private Jewelers
Merchants Mortgage 
Merchants Bank of Indiana 
North Indy Fence, Deck and Rail 
Tom Wood Volvo, Range Rover, Jaguar 
Parkers Bar Service
Blake Cardenas Real Estate 
Gary & Tracey Dufek
Tom Wood Powersports 
Bob & Leanna VanVoorst 
Boxed Smiles Indy
Doug & Luann Callahan

Po Reds Smokin’ Wheels
Nicki Felix Realty Group 
Coopers Hawk Winery & Restaurants
Bill & Leslee Grace
Platinum Properties 
Indy Grills & Outdoor Living
A Classic Party Rental
Carmel City Councilwoman Anita Joshi 
Clay Township Trustee’s Office 
Rob & Diane Bussell
Rob & Debra Bush
Buffalouies Carmel

Somebody put booze in their liquor … for charity!
Carmel Fire Auxiliary’s Roaring ‘20s Bootleggers Bingo Bash was the bee’s knees on Saturday, Sept. 5.

Dames were dolled up and Daddy-Os got all spiffy in their dapper duds for this swanky night of fundraising fun.
The joint was jumping from the speakeasy in the S.A.F.E House all the way to the dining hall all night long. The Fire 

Auxiliary raised a ton of dough, $70,294, in fact, to support the Carmel Fire Auxiliary Community Assistance Program 
for holiday meals, clothes, and gifts for local families in need. (Reporter photos & photos provided by Renee Butts)

https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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www.americanbanko�reedom.bank

14611 N. Gray Road
Westfield, IN 46062

(463) 622-2930

3 Months 6 Months 12 Months

3.65 3.65 3.65% % %
APY* APY* APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is current as of this issue and subject to change at any time. APY 
assumes that interest remains on deposit until maturity. Minimum deposit of $1,000 to open this 

account with a maximum deposit of $240,000 per account. Minimum balance requirement of $1,000 to 
earn interest. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Accounts may be 

subject to other fees, contact your local branch to learn more. 
APPLIES TO NEW DEPOSITS ONLY.

American Bank of Freedom, Member FDIC.

Certificate of Deposit Specials

Stop by or call your local branch today to learn more! 

Save time and open your account online! 

Hamilton County Councilman 
Mark Hall’s August Timesheet

Welcome to 
The Timesheet. 
This column is 
a report of work 
done on behalf 
of the people of 
Hamilton County. 
It’s to be informa-
tive, too – a place 
to learn about 
projects and how 
our county gov-
ernment works.

As your employee, it’s 
important to me that you 
know what is being worked 
on as transparently as possi-
ble in county government. 
You hired me as your Coun-
ty Councilman, and my 
hope is that you will choose 
to be informed by regularly 
reading this column, get-
ting involved, considering 
volunteering, and by asking 
questions.

Council meetings are 
at 7 p.m. the first Wednes-
day of every month at the 
Hamilton County Govern-
ment and Judicial Center 
in downtown Noblesville. 
Meetings are also available 
to watch online for those 
unable to attend in person.

Here is where my time 
this past month has been 
spent.

In addition to the Coun-
ty Council public meetings, 
August work included: 
watching Board of Com-
missioners meetings, No-
blesville and Cicero Coun-
cil public meetings, several 
department 2027 budget re-
view meetings, a three-hour 
department by department 
budget review meeting 
with the Auditor and his 
staff, two benefits insur-
ance renewal meetings, a 
not-for-profits grant review 
committee meeting and a 
Redevelopment Commis-
sion meeting.

* * *
The August in-per-

son Personnel Committee 
meeting was canceled. The 
Finance Committee did 
not meet in August. The 
insurance committee met 
in August with our benefits 
consultant NFP to review 
proposed changes to the 
2027 employee benefits and 
a follow up meeting late 
in August to discuss final 
changes for 2027 regarding 
employees Pharmacy Ben-

efits Manager op-
tions. 

Worth noting, 
quoted health in-
surance increas-
es for county 
employees were 
for an 8 percent 
increase. After 
changing the ben-
efits manager for 
2027, we expect 

to save a little north of $1 
million. Budgeted employ-
ee health insurance cost 
projections for 2027 are 
$30 million.

* * *
During August I re-

ceived over 40 constitu-
ent service requests and 
communications. This col-
umn doesn’t allow space 
to describe all the calls, 
messages, and texts from 
folks that were impacted 
by the floods. Please al-
low me grace as I summa-
rize dozens of interactions 
into three primary areas. 
Questions about immediate 
needs (food, shelter, pets), 
communications about 
short term issues (homes, 
mitigation and remediation) 
and lastly messages about 
the long-term issues (recov-
ery, FEMA, county, state of 
Indiana and federal bene-
fits). I did the best I could 
by responding in a timely 
fashion to direct folks and 
connect them to the right 
people and places to get to 
a safe place, to begin the 
cleanup, and to begin their 
recovery journeys. 

Unfortunately, many 
lost most of what they had. 
Fortunately, and amazingly, 
no immediate lives were 
lost. Leave it to be said that 
we witnessed the very best 
of Hamilton County. Neigh-
bors jumped in to help oth-
ers, public safety officials 
worked tirelessly risking 
their lives to save others 
and the compassion and 
humanity of people with no 
agenda other than helping, 
won the day.

A neighbor wrote to me 
about the road conditions 
on Carrigan Road between 
Little Chicago and Hague 
roads. This one was already 
on the radar and after a few 
communications with the 
County Highway depart-
ment a bid was awarded this 

month to repair the road. 
I have continued com-

munication and support 
for a constituent who has a 
pond adversely affected by 
a new M/I Homes edition 
on the east side of Little 
Chicago Road. In short, re-
tention pond creation in the 
new addition has adversely 
affected the water levels and 
water quality in his pond. 
Through numerous com-
munications back and forth 
with the City of Noblesville 
planning department, M/I 
Homes local leadership, 
the homeowner and Hamil-
ton County Planning, some 
progress has been made but 
the situation has not been 
fully remedied. 

I received a follow up 
communication from a 
constituent regarding the 
county’s health insurance 
and PBM, Pharmacy Bene-
fits Manager regarding their 
public records requests 
for the insurance commit-
tee meeting notes. I have 
reached out to the county 
attorney and made inquiry 
as to why the request re-
mains open. Essentially, all 
county offices are in 2027 
budget preparation and add 
to that the absence of two 
paralegals, whose responsi-
bility it is to fulfill these re-
quests, has caused delays in 
getting the information out 
to the constituent.

* * *
Of special note this 

month was attending the 
Koteewi Archery facility 
groundbreaking ceremony. 
This new world class fa-
cility will host some of the 
world’s finest archers in re-
gional and national compe-
titions.

It was an honor to rep-
resent you at the OneZone 
Commerce Voices of Lead-
ership Luncheon listening 
to all four candidates for 
Secretary of State explain 
their visions for running that 
office.

Additionally, I con-
firmed that the County Re-
gional Utility District has 
prepared their plan for reim-
bursement of affected Jack-
son Township homeowners 
who choose to maintain 
their private septic systems 
by having them tested. The 
RDC allocated funds for 

this program last year and 
as the Utility District moves 
services into Jackson Town-
ship impacted homeowners 
need this solution imple-
mented by 2027 as the proj-
ect moves forward.

* * *
Lastly, as is my custom, 

I spent what seems to be 
countless hours with my 
copy of the 2027 Hamilton 
County budget book. Offi-
cial meetings occur in early 
September, but to do the 
job well, studying the book 
repeatedly is what’s re-
quired to be able to discuss 
each department’s requests 
with the department heads 
as they ask your council to 
approve their 2027 budget. 
The binder is hundreds of 
pages long, full of budget 
requests that are submit-
ted by all the departments. 
As is my practice, I’ll read 
each budget submittal and 
then spend half a day in the 
Auditor’s Office reviewing 
the details behind each de-
partment’s budget. Items 
over $100,000 require de-
tailed review.

It takes a great deal of 
time to get through it all, 
but it prepares me for the 
budget hearings and sep-
arating department needs 
from wants.  

* * *
This is my timesheet. 

This is where my time 
went during August 2026. 
While my job is primarily 
the financial oversight of 
the county budget, it is im-
portant that I understand the 
Board of Commissioners’ 
priorities and balance them 
with the stewardship of tax-
payer dollars. That is the 
job, and I am excited to do 
the people’s business.

As a taxpayer myself, 
and listening to so many 
of you, our employers, it’s 
important for the taxpayers 
to have access to all the in-
formation you want. I work 
for you, and although you 
may not choose to do a deep 
dive into what your County 
Council does, it’s important 
that you can always do so.

Feel free to contact me 
at (317) 832-1104 or mark.
hall@hamiltoncounty.
in.gov with questions, feed-
back, or if you would like to 
talk about county business.

MARK HALL

COLUMNIST

The Timesheet

Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Business cards

Noblesville Roofing 
& Restoration 

Phone (317) 223-4587
Email: dhbs@comcast.net 

Martini Monday $10 specialty & well martinis
Tito’s Tuesday $7 single Tito’s drinks  
& $10 double Tito’s drinks or martinis 

Wine Wednesday 1/2 priced bottles of wine 
Tito’s Thursday $7 single Tito’s drinks 
& $10 double Tito’s drinks or martinis 

Note: entrée required for all specials
Live music Wednesday and Fridays

317-804-2051
3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Pasto Italiano Summer Specials

Reservations 
Recommended

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks & Recreation!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
mailto:mark.hall@hamiltoncounty.in.gov
mailto:mark.hall@hamiltoncounty.in.gov
mailto:mark.hall@hamiltoncounty.in.gov
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.greenavenue.info/
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Join us to help support enhanced patient care, 
new technology, and community health.

50TH 
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

50TH 
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2026
RIVERVIEW HEALTH ARENA, NOBLESVILLE
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2026

RIVERVIEW HEALTH ARENA, NOBLESVILLE

SCAN TO REGISTER

SPONSORED BY:

https://onecau.se/_h8ecr1
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BIDDING OPENS: Tuesday, September 1st, 2026 @ 3pm
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, September 12th, 2026 @ 6pm

PREVIEW DAY (One Day Only): Thursday, September 10th from 10am - 6pm
NOTE: This is a sale notice only. All Items Sold As-Is, Where-Is. To View the Complete Sale 
Bill Including Pictures, Descriptions, Terms of Sale, Payment Options, and to Register & Start 

Bidding: Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is Still Available

JOHN & JUDY HUSSEY
Trailers, Wagons, Tools & Shop Equipment

PICK-UP SCHEDULE:  Monday, September 14th & Tuesday, 
September 15th from 10am – 6pm or by appointment only. A forklift, 

and operators will be available during scheduled pick-up times.
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

2187 North – 600 East, Windfall, IN 46076
Cash, Cashier’s Check, Local Checks Only - No Credit/Debit Cards

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  Cripe’s Auction Service
For Inquiries & Questions, Please Contact Us:

Cripe’s Auction Service
3247 East State Road 28, Tipton, IN

765-675-6909 Office
765-860-6959 Mobile

cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer #AU11000034

2008 Corn Pro UT-21HT Trailer
1996 Ridgeline Trailer
Hay Wagons, John Deere & Equipment Parts
6’ Pallet Extensions
John Deere, IH & Fordson Tractor Toolboxes
Storage Cabinets, Metal Shelving Units, Shop Tools, 

Power & Hand Tools, Air Tools, Yard Tools, Toolboxes, 
Truck Boxes, Ladders, Steel Work Benches, Lincoln 
Welders, 80-Gallon Air Compressor, Ingersoll-Rand Gas 

Generator, Honda EQ5000 Generator, Hydraulic Power 
Unit w/ Honda GC160 Motor, Hotsy Pressure Washers, 
Bolts, Bins, Fasteners & Hardware, Torch Carts, Anvil, 
Electrical & Electric Motors, Jacks, Fuel Tank, PTO Shafts 
& Hydraulic Cylinders, Dayton 4Z911B 10” Bench Grinder, 
Moisture Testers & Dickey-John Grain Analysis Computer, 
David-White Universal Level/Transit, Topcon AT-G7 Auto 
Level, 2-Way Radios, Fork Truck Fork Hitch, Bench Vises, 
Box Lots

ON-LINE ONLY AUCTION
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th, 2026

In Tipton County @ 2187 North – 600 East, Windfall, IN 46076

Submitted
Want to experience an art 

show in a whole new way? 
Eleven well-known Nobles-
ville artists who just happen 
to live or work close to each 
other are joining forces to 
put on a neighborhood “Art 
Hop” scheduled for 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 19 
along Ninth Street.

This family-friendly 
event is free and attendees 
will be given a map at their 
first stop of choice so they 
can visit some or all of the 
locations, which are either 
the homes or studios of the 
artists. Those who visit all 
11 locations will be entered 
in a drawing to receive a free 
framed print or original art-
work donated by each artist.

The artists participating 
are: J. Rodney Reveal, H. 
Ward Miles, Randall Scott 
Harden, Jamie Harden, 
Beth Forst, Clive Jachnik, 
Amanda Russo, Patty Mac 
Innis, Dan Howell, Marissa 
Hulvey, and Joanie Driz-
in. Parking will be avail-
able on the street or in the 
City-County Parking Ga-
rage on North 9th Street.

Noble Coffee & Tea will 
offer a special art-themed 
drink during the Art Hop. 
Want to know more about 
the artists? Below is a short 
bit about each of them.

Meet the Artists
Stop #1:

Marissa Hulvey
901 N. 10th St.

Marissa Hulvey is the 
photographer behind Fur-
tography Studio, where her 
passion for art and animals 
comes together in bright, 
colorful pet portraits. Spe-
cializing in capturing the 
unique personalities that 
make every pet special, Ma-
rissa creates vibrant works 
of art that become a lasting 
celebration of the bond be-
tween people & their be-
loved pets.

Stop #2: Beth Forst
895 Center Drive

“I am a painter of oils 
and acrylics. I am inspired 
by an impulse to play with 
an idea, a thought. Some-
times it’s an energetic mor-
sel of a feeling. The process 
of making art is rewarding 

as I design, block in the 
shapes, push and pull the 
paint about. I frivolously 
layer and re-layer, then con-
template the outcome until 
it sings sweetly. The result 
is a luxurious conversation 
that usually generates a feel-
good emotion from within 
me. You can feel the joie de 
vivre in my palette, showing 
clarity in design and energy 
in loose, impressionistic 
brushstrokes.”
Stop #2: Clive Jachnik

895 Center Drive
(Forst & Jachnik are 
sharing a location)
A British artist, now 

a U.S. citizen, Clive is a 
follower of the ‘Scottish 
Colourist’ tradition, using 
bold color and free brush 
strokes in an impression-
istic style. A veteran of the 
UK Royal Navy, Clive’s 
peace-keeping services as a 
diplomat features regularly 
in his paintings. Therefore, 
as well as decorative land-
scapes and still life paint-
ings, Clive’s artwork also 
shows the journey of coun-
tries, communities, and in-
dividuals recovering from 
war. Clive received the Best 
in Show awards at Penrod in 
Indianapolis in 2023 and at 
Ethos in Franklin in 2026.

Stop #3:
Randall Scott Harden

895 N. 10th St.
Through expressive 

brushstrokes and rich col-
or, Randall Harden creates 
impressionist paintings that 
invite the viewers to slow 
down and enjoy the beauty 
around them. He is passion-
ate about inspiring others 
through both his artwork 
and his teaching.
Stop #3: Jamie Harden

895 N. 10th St
(The Hardens are

sharing a location)
Retired after 36 years as 

an elementary teacher, Ja-
mie Harden turned to paint-
ing to keep her mind active 
and engaged. Guided by her 
husband, acclaimed artist 
Randall Scott Harden, what 
began as a personal pursuit 
has become a passion for 
painting beauty, joy, and ev-
eryday life. This exhibition 
marks Jamie’s debut and 

the start of an exciting new 
chapter.
Stop #4: H. Ward Miles

707 N. 9th St.
Heather is an American 

and contemporary paint-
er based in Indiana whose 
work is shaped by her abil-
ity to connect to the human 
experience. Heavily influ-
enced by traditional abstract 
expressionism, Miles’ paint-
ings rely on less tangible 
forms of communication, 
evoking joy and sometimes 
sorrow through organic 
shapes, unexpected colors, 
and translucent layers. Her 
personal mark making and 
scribbled notes create a vi-
sual language that lets her 
audience in on her secrets 
and connects the past to the 
present, while tapping into a 
universal portrayal of what 
it means to be human.

Stop #5:
Patty Mac Innis

647 N. 9th St.
Patty and her husband 

Dan owned and operated 
Mac Innis Construction & 
Design Corp. in Nobles-
ville for 44 years where 
Patty was the senior interior 

designer and Dan ran the 
building side. During that 
time, Patty always paint-
ed in watercolor and oil 
and has been a member of 
the Hamilton County Art-
ists’ Association for over 
50 years, now an emeritus 
member. She’s also a signa-
ture member of the Hoosier 
Salon and is grateful for all 
of the amazing artists and 
clients she’s gotten to know 
over the years.

Stop #6:
J. Rodney Reveal

569 N. 9th St.
J. Rodney Reveal has been 

a creator of fine art for more 
than 50 years. His paintings 
are represented in public and 
private collections throughout 
the United States, Europe, and 
Brazil. He has been in more 
than a dozen national and in-
ternational shows.
Stop #7: Amanda Russo

540 N. 9th St.
Amanda Russo creates 

expressive portraits, figures, 
florals, and landscapes uni-
fied by a distinctive sense 
of mood and atmosphere. 
Working primarily in pas-
tel, charcoal, and graphite, 

with occasional explorations 
in oil, she balances realism 
with atmosphere, using dra-
matic contrasts of light and 
shadow to capture not only 
the appearance of a subject, 
but also the emotion and sto-
ry held within a fleeting mo-
ment in time. Drawing from 
20 years of experience as an 
art educator, Amanda brings 
a deep appreciation for cre-
ativity, observation, self-ex-
pression, and artistic ex-
ploration to both her studio 
practice and her teaching.

Stop #8: Dan Howell
303 Parkview Place
Dan Howell graduated 

from Ball State Universi-
ty with an art teaching de-
gree. He started teaching 
art at Huntington North 
High School in 1970, took 
a year’s leave to study and 
work in Paris, France in 
1972. He retired from North 
Central High School in In-
dianapolis in 2013 where he 
taught ceramics and sculp-
ture. He opened his own 
studio in Noblesville where 
he creates functional and 
sculptural ceramics. He also 
spends time traveling, gar-

dening, and creating stone 
sculptures.

Stop #9: Noble
Coffee & Tea
933 Logan St.

Although not an official 
“Art Hop” stop, they are 
offering a special Art Hop 
beverage. Stop in.

Stop #10: Rodney 
Reveal Art Gallery & 

Frame Shop
942 Maple Ave.

See more of J. Rodney 
Reveal’s artwork at his own 
gallery and framing shop. 
He features several other 
local artists, including the 
bronze sculpture of “Illumi-
nation” (a dancer) in front of 
his shop by Kenneth Ryden, 
pottery by Darlene Patter-
son, and wood carvings by 
Debbie Wofford.

Stop #11: Girly Steel 
Studio

336 S. 8th St.
Girly Steel with Joanie, 

and later joined by Josh, 
was started more than 20 
years ago. The mother/son 
team now combine their 
backgrounds in art and bota-
ny to create steel sculptures 
for the landscape.

Eleven artists invite you to new Ninth Street
Art Hop coming up in Downtown Noblesville

Photos provided
(From left) Clive Jachnik, Rodney Reveal, and Heather Ward Miles are three of the artists you can 
meet at the upcoming Ninth Street Art Hop in Noblesville.

Pence Media Group
founder Nicole Pence Becker 

named to Ragan’s Top
Women in Marketing List

The REPORTER
Nicole Pence Beck-

er, Owner and Operator 
of Pence Media Group 
(PMG), was re-
cently named 
to Ragan’s Top 
Women in Mar-
keting Awards, 
Class of 2026. 
Women are 
named to the 
Awards for their 
leadership, ideas 
and measur-
able contri-
butions.

“I am 
incredibly 
h u m b l e d 
and honored 
to be recognized as part of 
Ragan’s 2026 Class of Top 
Women in Marketing,” 
Pence Becker said. “This 
year’s honorees represent 
organizations and agencies 
across industries bring-
ing fresh ideas to brand 
strategy, content, digital 
experiences, audience en-
gagement and more, while 
building stronger teams 
and mentoring emerging 
talent along the way. That’s 
something I try to live out 
every day and this recogni-
tion belongs to the whole 
PMG team as much as it 
does to me.”

Pence Becker will be 
honored with the 2026 Class 
at the Top Women in Mar-
keting Awards Luncheon 
on Thursday, Oct. 22, at the 
Yale Club in New York City. 
The luncheon gives honor-

ees the opportunity to share 
their achievements with 
colleagues, clients, men-
tors, family members, and 

friends who have 
supported their 
success. Guests 
will also connect 
with respected 
marketing lead-
ers from leading 
brands, agencies 
and organizations 
while celebrating 

the accom-
plishments 
and influ-
ence of this 
year’s hon-
oree class.

“Be ing 
named to the Class of 2026 
is a meaningful recognition 
of the leadership, judgment 
and impact these women 
bring to marketing,” said 
Brendan Gannon, Direc-
tor of Marketing at Ragan 
Communications. “We 
are proud to honor Nicole 
Pence Becker and look 
forward to celebrating her 
alongside the colleagues, 
loved ones and support-
ers who helped make this 
achievement possible.”

Pence Media Group 
(PMG) is a full-service 
public relations, brand-
ing, digital and market-
ing consultancy working 
with public, private and 
nonprofit clients. Nicole 
Pence Becker established 
PMG in 2017, which has 

Pence Becker

See PMG . . . Page 10
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
TalkToDani.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Time to be your own boss!

20100 State 
Road 37 N.

Noblesville, IN, 460603
This commercially zoned 

property near Noblesville and 
Cicero offers incredible potential. 
It features nearly an acre, paved 
parking, and a 900-square-foot 
building with high visibility. An 

ideal business space.
Listed at $450,000

102 Oak St
Columbus, IN, 47201

This commercially zoned 
property offers incredible 

potential for various business 
opportunities. Featuring a  
900-square-foot building,  
paved parking, and high  

 visibility on nearly an acre, it’s 
ideal for your business.
Listed at $250,000

17090 River Road
Noblesville, IN, 46062

Rare commercial opportunity 
to grab an acre of land with 
great road frontage zoned 

 I-2 heavy industrial. If you 
have been looking for a place 
for your outdoor storage to 

build your business –  
look no further!

Listed at $200,000

Commercial opportunities await an owner. Will it be you?

Public, private & community partners unite to 
support Indiana’s disaster response & recovery
The REPORTER

When severe weath-
er struck multiple Indiana 
counties in mid-August, 
nonprofits, faith-based or-
ganizations, businesses, 
government agencies, in-
dividuals, United Ways, 
community foundations and 
other philanthropic organi-
zations responded quickly.

In fact, Lilly Endow-
ment Inc. provided $1 mil-
lion grants to both the Salva-
tion Army and the American 
Red Cross to help meet im-
mediate housing, medical, 
food, and other needs.

Now, a $25 million grant 
from Lilly Endowment to 
support the Indiana Natural 
Disaster (IND) Fund at In-
diana United Ways (IUW) 
will help communities move 
from immediate response 
into the much longer work 
of recovery. Lilly Endow-
ment provided funding for 
IUW to establish the IND 
Fund after the widespread 
flooding of 2008. Since 
its establishment, the IND 
Fund has responded to doz-
ens of tornadoes, floods, and 
other disasters in Indiana by 
providing grants to affected 
counties for both immediate 
response and long-term re-
covery needs.

The IND Fund enables 
IUW’s member United 
Ways to access funding for 
qualifying emergencies and 
natural disasters. Immedi-
ately after a disaster, funds 
can help secure safe shelter, 
food, medicine and medi-
cal supplies, and essential 
transportation.

During long-term re-
covery, the IND Fund can 
fill gaps that remain after 
insurance, government as-
sistance, donations, and oth-
er resources have been ex-

hausted. Funding 
can also support 
case managers 
who are critical in 
helping survivors 
navigate disaster 
recovery systems 
and contribute to 
home repair and 
rebuilding.

“When disas-
ters land on our doorsteps, 
the response has to be col-
laborative and coordinated,” 
IUW President and CEO 
Michael Budd said. “Every 
sector has a role in helping 
people get what they need 
immediately and in support-
ing recovery and rebuilding 
in the months and some-
times years that follow. I 
cannot say enough about 
the generosity of the orga-
nizations that have stepped 
up to help. Companies have 
contributed food, water, 
cleaning supplies, transpor-
tation vouchers, and hous-
ing among other things. In 
addition, Lilly Endowment 
continues to demonstrate its 
deep commitment to Indi-
ana by supporting long-term 
recovery.”

Emergency 
housing support

A great example of these 
contributions is from Airb-
nb.org. IUW is partnering 
with Airbnb.org, a nonprofit 
founded by Airbnb to pro-
vide emergency housing in 
times of crisis, to offer free 
temporary housing to resi-
dents displaced by the Aug. 
11 storms and flooding in 
Indiana. Airbnb.org is pro-
viding temporary housing 
to qualifying Hoosiers dis-
placed by the storms who are 
referred to IUW through lo-
cal United Ways, the Ameri-
can Red Cross, or the Indiana 
Housing and Community 

Development Au-
thority. All stays 
are free for guests 
and are funded by 
Airbnb.org.

By working 
with Airbnb.org, 
IUW has access 
to a large network 
of Airbnb listings 
in and around the 

impacted areas. This partner-
ship makes it easier to quick-
ly connect people with free 
temporary housing while 
they start rebuilding their 
lives. The program is being 
provided in coordination 
with other available housing 
supports, so individuals and 
families can be referred to 
IUW when this option is best 
suited for their situation.

“The recovery process 
will be a long road for many 
families impacted by the re-
cent storms and flooding,” 
Indiana House Speaker 
Todd Huston (R-Fishers) 
said. “I’m grateful to Lilly 
Endowment and Indiana 
United Ways for their con-
tinued commitment to help-
ing Hoosiers recover and 
rebuild, and to partners like 
Airbnb.org that are stepping 
up to provide critical re-
sources and support during 
this difficult time.”

IND Fund supports
coordinated response

“In recent weeks, we 
have seen the Hoosier spirit 
in action through the gener-
osity of countless individu-
als as portions of our state 

continue to recover from 
the unprecedented severe 
weather last month,” Indi-
ana Senate President Pro 
Tem Rodric Bray said. “Lil-
ly Endowment and Indiana 
United Ways have worked 
hard to ensure Hoosiers are 
taken care of in their time of 
need, and this support for 
the Indiana Natural Disas-
ter Fund is an example of 
how great things can come 
through collaboration.” 

The IND Fund’s review 
committee brings together 
disaster response and recov-
ery experts from organiza-
tions including American 
Red Cross, The Salvation 
Army, Catholic Charities, 
Indiana Voluntary Organi-
zations Active in Disaster 
(Indiana VOAD), and Indi-
ana Department of Home-
land Security. Together, they 
share information from the 
community, county, state, 
and federal levels and make 
recommendations about 
assistance. Most recent-
ly, the committee voted to 
provide $1.2 million across 
four United Ways: Heart of 
Indiana United Way, Unit-
ed Way of Franklin & Rip-
ley Counties, United Way 
of Whitewater Valley, and 
United Way of Northwest 
Indiana. Depending on local 
needs, these United Ways 
have already helped house 
people, provided food and 
charging stations, coordi-
nated volunteers, and begun 
case management. 

Those initial awards 
are only a starting point. 
Lilly Endowment’s $25 
million contribution to the 
IND Fund will help Hoo-
siers recover and rebuild. 
As damage assessments and 
case management provide a 
clearer picture of long-term 
needs, local United Ways 
can request additional IND 
Fund support and work 
with other nonprofits and 
organizations to coordinate 
resources, identify and ad-
dress needs that remain af-
ter other assistance has been 
exhausted, and connect peo-
ple with resources. 

The award from Lil-
ly Endowment to IUW is 
also strengthening disaster 
response infrastructure: 
IUW has collaborated 
with vendor Visionlink to 
create a comprehensive 
case management portal – 
set to launch in the coming 
days. A volunteer manage-
ment portal is also being 
developed. 

“Indiana is very fortu-
nate to have these funds 
from Lilly Endowment 
available through Indiana 
United Ways,” said Jane 
Crady, Coordinator of Cath-
olic Charities Disaster Re-
sponse and Chair of Indi-
ana VOAD. “Without them 

many of our most vulnera-
ble survivors would not be 
able to recover from these 
historic floods.” 

“Recovery does not end 
when the debris is cleared 
or the immediate crisis has 
passed,” Budd added. “Our 
member United Ways will 
remain in these commu-
nities, working alongside 
partners from every sector. 
That coordination demon-
strates the unique value 
United Ways bring to their 
communities. Support 
from Lilly Endowment 
enables us to stay with 
that work for as long as 
recovery takes while also 
helping Indiana be better 
prepared for widespread 
disasters in the future.” 
Accessing immediate 

assistance 
Those in need of im-

mediate assistance should 
reach out to American Red 
Cross (1-800-REDCROSS) 
or call Indiana 211 by di-
aling 2-1-1 or texting IN-
211HELP to 898-211, the 
state’s health and human 
services helpline, to report 
disaster damages or report 
immediate needs. Indiana 
211 can provide connec-
tions for shelter, transporta-
tion, food, and other disaster 
related resources.

Huston

Community News

Mental health first-aid training
sessions in September & October
The public is invited to participate in an eight-hour 

Mental Health First Aid training at the University of 
Indianapolis, led by Hamilton County Health Depart-
ment and the Metropolitan Indianapolis-Central Indi-
ana Area Health Education Center.

Sessions will take place on Sept. 11 and Oct. 6. 
They will provide practical skills to recognize and re-
spond to someone experiencing a mental health crisis.

Click here to register for a free session.

Flood Relief Food Drive
this Saturday in Westfield

Hoosier Hometown Markets will hold a Flood Re-
lief Food Drive from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
12, at the IMMI Conference Center, 18880 N. East St., 
Westfield. The food drive will take place as part of the 
Great Shop-tember Market.

Attendees can donate non-perishable food, which 
will go to the Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank and 
its network of local pantries to support flood victims.

If you donate five or more items, you will get VIP 
discounts and offers. Thank you for doing your part.

Cicero spaghetti dinner
to benefit first responders

Please join Cicero Friends of the Park from 5 to 7 
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 20, at Red Bridge Park in Cicero 
for the Police, EMS, and Firefighters Spaghetti Dinner.

A free-will dinner will be served, but donations are 
accepted and will be split between the town’s fire and 
police departments.

Enjoy a concert on the pier with the Karma Band 
5:30 to 8 p.m. Don’t forget the Jeep cruise-in from 5 to 
8 p.m. and bounce houses for kids!

Help honor Cicero’s heroes while enjoying a deli-
cious dinner.

Candidates to speak at next
North GOP Club dinner

The Northern Hamilton County GOP Club will 
meet for dinner at 6 p.m. Monday, Sept. 14, at Greek’s 
Pizzeria, 417 S. Main St., Sheridan.

Speakers will include County Commissioner Chris-
tine Altman, Election Administrator and Clerk can-
didate Beth Sheller, Sheriff candidate Dustin Dixon, 
Superior Court 8 judge candidate Danica Eyler, and 
several more Republican candidates and office holders. 

This is a free event for members and sponsors. The 
charge for guests is $10.

Please RSVP to emily.pearson317@gmail.com by 
Saturday, Sept. 12, if you plan to attend.

grown to become a dynam-
ic, award-winning team. 
For the fourth year in a 
row, PMG was selected 
as a MUSE Creative Best 

Small Agency of the Year 
in 2026. 

PMG is made up of 
professionals who are ex-
perts in public relations, 

digital and paid media, 
marketing, strategic com-
munications, and brand 
development. A certified 
Women’s Business Enter-
prise (WBE) in the state 
of Indiana, PMG’s team 
is proud to serve a wide 
range of clients with un-

paralleled expertise and 
creativity.

PMG recently 
launched a new website 
to better communicate its 
services and capabilities. 
To learn more about PMG 
and PMG’s services, visit 
PenceMediaGroup.com. 

PMG
from Page 9
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On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Wed Sept 9  -  Girls Soccer
5:30 pm Westfield vs Noblesville |Girls JV Soccer | HCTV Sports
6:45 pm  Fishers vs Hamilton Southeastern | Girls Soccer | Southeastern Sports
7:00 pm Westfield vs Noblesville |Girls Varsity Soccer | HCTV Sports

Thurs Sept 10 -  Volleyball
7:20 pm  Heritage Christian vs Covenant Christian |Varsity Volleyball |Indiana SRN
7:30 pm  7:30 pm  Fishers vs Hamilton Southeastern | Volleyball  | Fishers Sports Network

Fri Sept 11  -  Football
6:45 pm  Sheridan vs Clinton Central | IHSAA Football | Bragg Sports Media
6:50 pm  New Palestine HS vs Mt Vernon HS | IHSAA Football   | Indiana SRN
6:50 pm Covenant Christian vs Heritage Christian | IHSAA Football | Indiana SRN
6:50 pm Cathedral vs Chatard| IHSAA Football | Indiana SRN
7:00 pm Westfield vs Noblesville | IHSAA Football | HCTV Sports

Sat Sept 12 -  Volleyball and Girls SoccerSat Sept 12 -  Volleyball and Girls Soccer
9:00 am   Lake Central vs Hamilton Southeastern | Volleyball | Southeastern Sports
10:00am Homestead vs Fishers | Girls Soccer | Fishers Sports Network
5:30 pm Crown Point vs Fishers | Girls soccer | Fishers Sports Network

Tues Sept 15 -  Boys Soccer and Volleyball
5:30 pm Zionsville vs Noblesville| JV Boys Soccer |  HCTV Sports
6:00 pm  Hamilton Heights vs Noblesville | JV Volleyball | Noblesville Sports
7:00 pm  7:00 pm  Zionsville vs Noblesville | Varsity Boys Soccer | Varsity | HCTV Sports
7:30 pm  Hamilton Heights vs Noblesville | Varsity Volleyball | Noblesville Sports

Upcoming Broadcasts

Carmel celebrates 50 years as a city 
with ice cream, live music & family fun
The REPORTER

Grab your family, invite 
your friends, and get ready 
to celebrate.

Carmel is marking its 
50th anniversary as a city 
with an old-fashioned Ice 
Cream Social filled with 
live music, dancing, games, 
and historic memories. The 
Rotary Club of Carmel and 
the Carmel City Council 
have planned a fabulous 
evening for the community. 

The celebration takes 
place from 5:30 to 9:30 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 18, at 
Carmel City Hall and the 
Minnie Doane Gazebo.

In 1976, Carmel offi-
cially became a city with 
an elected mayor and City 
Council. Fifty years later, 
the community has grown 
into a nationally recognized 
destination and one of the 
finest places to live in the 
country. The anniversary 

celebration is an opportu-
nity to look back at where 
Carmel began while cele-
brating everything the com-
munity has become.

The city will also cele-
brate the 35th anniversary 
of its Gold Medal Carmel 
Clay Parks & Recreation 
Department. The parks are 
a key factor in making Car-
mel a world-class city with 
diversity of play and ac-
commodations for all levels 
of ability.

Music, dancing & 
a little 1970s fun
The Minnie Doane Ga-

zebo will be the center of 

the evening’s entertainment, 
with two live bands keeping 
the celebration moving:

• 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. – 
Blair Clark & Fun Factor 
Band, kicking off the eve-
ning with lively music the 
whole family can enjoy.

• 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. – 
Cool City Band, bringing 
the evening to a close with 
music made for dancing and 
celebrating.

In true community-cel-
ebration fashion, there will 
be free ice cream served by 
members of the Carmel City 
Council.

Think you’ve still got 

the moves? Test your skills 
in the Hula Hoop Contest at 
6:30 p.m. There may even 
be a few surprises for those 
willing to step into the hoop.

Step back in time
Inside Carmel City Hall, 

visitors can explore a his-
toric display presented by 
the Carmel Clay Historical 
Society, offering a glimpse 
into the city’s past and the 
people, places, and mile-
stones that helped shape the 
community.

Indiana Farm Bureau
Insurance announces 2027

summer internship program
The REPORTER 

Indiana Farm Bureau 
Insurance is preparing for 
its summer internship pro-
gram. The company will 
provide approximately 20 
paid internship opportuni-
ties in a variety of business 
areas, including claims, 
underwriting, information 
technology and actuarial 
departments.

The 11-week intern-
ship program will run from 
mid-May through the end 
of July 2027. Interns will 
get real, practical experi-
ence by working side-by-
side with their teams on 
projects that benefit their 
department and the com-
pany at large. The summer 
schedule also carves out 
weekly time for personal 
development, ensuring in-
terns leave with more than 
just professional skills.

“This program is holistic 
in nature,” said Lilia Lewis, 
HR administrator and in-
ternship program facilitator. 

“In addition to regular busi-
ness-related work tasks, our 
interns participate in mock 
interview sessions and a 
resume building workshop. 
Beyond that, we round out 
the experience with com-
munity service opportuni-
ties and social events for the 
interns to enjoy together.”

Candidates best suited 
for the program are under-
graduates with ties to Indi-
ana, including those attend-
ing school in-state as well 
as Indiana natives enrolled 
at out-of-state colleges, and 
universities. The roles are 
hybrid, with interns spend-
ing part of their week on site 
at the company's Indianapo-
lis headquarters. 

Indiana Farm Bureau 
Insurance company repre-
sentatives will attend career 
fairs at the following schools 
in the coming weeks: 

• University of Cincin-
nati – Sept. 15 from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

• Ball State University – 

Sept. 16 from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m.

• Indiana State Universi-
ty – Sept. 16 from 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m.

• Purdue University 
(School of Business) – Sept. 
17 from noon to 4 p.m.

• Kentucky State Uni-
versity – Oct. 1 from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m.

• Purdue University 
(College of Agriculture) – 
Oct. 6 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Indiana Farm Bureau 
Insurance’s downtown In-
dianapolis office features 
modern workspaces, an on-
site fitness facility and caf-
eteria, 24-hour security and 
free parking. It’s also close 
to dining and entertainment 
options.

Click here to learn 
more about the internship 
program. Positions will be 
added to the site soon. The 
company intends to have 
the majority of the intern-
ship opportunities filled by 
December.

Photo provided by Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance

Suburban Indy Fall Home 
Show returning to Grand Park
The REPORTER

The 10th annual Subur-
ban Indy Fall Home & Out-
door Living Show returns to 
Grand Park Events Center 
in Westfield from Sept. 18 
to 20. Indy’s only fall home 
show connects local home 
owners with the suburban 
area’s best in home im-
provement.

The Suburban Indy Fall 
Home & Outdoor Living 
Show continues to celebrate 
and feature local artisans and 
makers in its 10th year. See 
premium examples of outdoor 
living spaces with landscapes, 
patios, outdoor kitchens, fire 
pits, and other options that 
allow you to extend your out-
door living season.

Home improvement 
exhibitors are prepared to 
help get your home holiday 
ready, both inside and out. 
The holidays will be here 
before you know it, and 
the time is now to sched-
ule home improvements 
before hosting family and 
friends.

For its 10th anniversa-
ry, the Fall Marketplace is 
better than ever. Browse a 
curated collection of inde-
pendent vendors offering 

one-of-a-kind gifts, fine 
foods, handcrafted décor, 
and specialty finds you 
won’t come across any-
where else. Get a head start 
on your gift list, treat your-
self, or just enjoy a shop-
ping experience without the 
crowds and the carbon-copy 
merchandise. 

New this year, master 
pumpkin carver Sean Fitz-
patrick of Fitzysnowman 
Studios will bring jack-o’-
lanterns to life with live 
carving demonstrations 
throughout the show. Guests 
can even learn the craft 
themselves at a free daily 
pumpkin carving class at 2 
pm. (Ages 10 and up; under 
18 with a parent; tools are 
provided. Space is limited 
to 20 participants per class; 
registration is required 
at info@suburbanindy-
shows.com.)

It’s not just for adults. 
The Suburban Indy Fall 
Home & Outdoor Living 
Show brings the fun for kids 
including free bounce hous-
es and games each day of the 
show. On Sunday, families 
can enjoy even more fun, 
free entertainment. Prin-
cesses and K-pop perform-

ers will sing, dance, and 
pose with guests for pictures 
after each performance. Sil-
ly Safaris animal shows will 
educate and allow you to get 
up close to many unique an-
imals. Additional magic and 
entertaining balloon-twist-
ing performances are  
also scheduled.

Advance tickets are 
available for $7, and they 
can also be purchased at the 
door for $10. Kids 12 and 
under are free. Full details at 
SuburbanIndyShows.com.

See 50 . . . Page 12
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The REPORTER
The American Red 

Cross urges people not to 
wait to make a lifesaving 
impact this fall by sched-
uling a blood or platelet 
donation appointment in 
September.

The blood supply re-
mains vulnerable after re-
covering from critically 
low levels during a summer 
blood shortage, and now is 
the time for donors of all 
blood types to help patients 
who count on blood prod-
ucts for care.

Reserve a spot to give 
now. Visit RedCross-
Blood.org, call 1-800-
RED CROSS or use the 
Red Cross Blood Donor 
App to schedule a blood or 
platelet donation appoint-
ment. Those who come to 
give through Sept. 20 will 
receive an exclusive Red 
Cross x Hello Kitty® plush 
mascot clip and surprise 
sticker pack, while supplies 
last. Visit RedCrossBlood.
org/HelloKitty for details.

Those who come to 

give Sept. 21 to Oct. 18 will 
receive a $15 e-gift card to 
a merchant of their choice. 
See RedCrossBlood.org/
Fall for details. Addition-
ally, all who come to give 
Sept. 21 to 30 at Red Cross 
blood donation centers and 
mention the word “pickle-
ball” to Red Cross staff or 
volunteers onsite can score 
a custom Red Cross pick-
leball paddle and ball (lim-
ited quantities available). 
Visit RedCrossBlood.org/
FindADonationCenter 
for more information.

Leave a 
lifesaving legacy
Even as the seasons 

change, the need for blood 
does not. The mission of 
the Red Cross Blood Ser-
vices remains constant and 
carries on today thanks to 
the innovation and lead-
ership of Dr. Charles R. 
Drew.

This year marks the 
85th anniversary of Dr. 
Charles R. Drew’s appoint-
ment as the first medical 
director of the Red Cross 

Blood Program. To com-
memorate his lasting con-
tributions, the Red Cross 
is releasing Iconic Excel-
lence, a short documentary 
exploring Drew’s life and 
steadfast influence.

Beginning Sept. 18, 
the film will be avail-
able to stream on the Red 
Cross YouTube channel. 

Community members can 
help carry Drew’s legacy 
forward by donating blood 
or platelets, encouraging 
others to give, or hosting a 
screening of the documen-
tary to inspire lifesaving 
action. Learn more and 
get started at RedCross-
Blood.org/IconicExcel-
lence.
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Today’s Bible Reading
Idolatry Forbidden

The Lord was angry with me because of you, 
and he solemnly swore that I would not cross 
the Jordan and enter the good land the Lord 
your God is giving you as your inheritance. I 
will die in this land; I will not cross the Jordan; 
but you are about to cross over and take 
possession of that good land. Be careful not to 
forget the covenant of the Lord your God that 
he made with you; do not make for yourselves 
an idol in the form of anything the Lord your 
God has forbidden. For the Lord your God is a 
consuming fire, a jealous God. 

Deuteronomy 4:21-24 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

IMPROVED PRICE!

LAKEFRONT! SOLD!SOLD! SOLD! SOLD!
2513 Sheridan 

Court
CICERO

20971 Shoreline  
Unit 410
NOBLESVILLE

6178 North  
Woodhaven Dr.

MCCORDSVILLE

18532 Oriental  
Oak Court

NOBLESVILLE

18149 Atlantic 
Road

NOBLESVILLE
This desirable 3BR, 2BA 

Cicero ranch on .44 acres 
features a remodeled kitchen 
with quartz counters, wood-
burning fireplace, spacious 
primary suite, and private, 
wooded backyard with two 
storage sheds. Lake access 

and boat docks.
Listed at $339,900 

Enjoy low-maintenance 
waterfront living in this 

gated 2BR, 2BA Morse Lake 
condo. Features include 
fresh paint, new carpet, 

boat slip, two garage spots, 
storage, and stainless 

kitchen. Luxury meets 
convenience.

Listed at $299,900

This turnkey 3BR, 2BA ranch 
in McCordsville features 

fresh paint, granite counters, 
and LVP flooring. Enjoy the 
new wood privacy fence and 

covered deck. Community pool 
and playground are steps away!

New price $304,900 

Beautiful 4BR, 2BA 2 
half baths in Oakmont of 

Noblesville. Situated on over 
half an acre (.68) wooded lot 
featuring a screened porch 

and finished basement along 
with a three car tandem 

garage. This move-in ready 
property awaits you.
Listed at $559,900

Own this charming 1.5-acre 
country retreat! Features 

2,000+ sq ft, 4BR, 2BA, and 
a new roof. Enjoy a cozy 

fireplace, spacious kitchen, 
and fenced yard. Perfectly 

located near Hamilton  
Town Center and I-69.  

Won’t last long!
Listed at $274,900 
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Meeting Notices

The Hamilton County Board of Zoning Appeals will meet at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 23, 2026, in the second-floor courtroom at the Hamil-
ton County Historic Courthouse, 33 N. 9th St., Noblesville. Please enter 
through the west side doors.

The Clay Township Board will meet at 9 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 15, 2026, 
at the John W. Hensel Government Center, 10701 N. College Ave., Carmel.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to 
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under

I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in 
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door 

Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

The Hamilton County Commissioners will meet in an executive session 
at 1 p.m. Monday, Sept. 14, 2026.

A regular meeting will follow at 2 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Court-
room at the Hamilton County Government and Judicial Center, 1 Hamilton 
County Square.

Don’t let the blood supply fall, give 
blood or platelets with Red Cross now

Upcoming Donation Opportunities
Carmel
• Sept. 11 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at IU Health North Hospital, 11700 

N. Meridian St.
Fishers
• Sept. 14 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Heartland Church, 14900 126th St.
• Sept. 21 from noon to 5 p.m. at Harley-Davidson of Indianapolis, 

124000 Reynolds Drive
Noblesville
• Sept. 12, 15, 19, 22, 26, 26, 29 from 8 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. at the 

Noblesville Blood Donation Center, 14765 Hazel Dell Crossing, 
Suite 700

• Sept. 16, 17, 23, 24, 30 from noon to 6:45 p.m. at the Noblesville 
Blood Donation Center

Anderson
• Sept. 14 from noon to 4 p.m. at Park Place Church of God, 501 

College Drive
• Sept. 15 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Anderson University OLT Stu-

dent Center, 1215 University Blvd.
Pendleton
• Sept. 23 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at American Legion Post 117, 

611 W. State St.
Kokomo
•	Sept. 17 from 1 to 5 p.m. at Button Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram, 

1220 East Blvd.

Guests can also head to 
the second-floor City Coun-
cil Chambers for a unique 
photo opportunity at the 
dais – the same place where 
Carmel’s public meetings 
are held.

For a little extra nostal-
gia, don’t miss the photo 
booth VW bus, bringing a 
definite 1970s vibe to the 
celebration and providing 
the perfect backdrop for an 
anniversary photo.

There will also be an 
inflatable bald eagle for 
another fun photo opportu-
nity.

Bring your appetite & 
your picnic blanket
Food and drink options 

will be available throughout 
the evening, and families 
are welcome to bring their 
own picnic to enjoy while 
listening to the music and 
soaking up the atmosphere. 
Beverages will be available 
for purchase from the on-
site Bar Trailer.

Whether you’ve called 
Carmel home for genera-
tions or are newer to the 
community, the Ice Cream 
Social is a chance to cele-
brate together.
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