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Local teacher helps launch September vibes
library in the Caribbean 0

By AIDA KARIM
news@readthereporter.com

For many students, reading
is as easy as a 10-minute drive
to the local library. For children
in the British Virgin Islands,

accessibly isn’t as simple.
This Indiana teacher is here to
change that.

In honor of International
Literacy Day on Sept. 8, The
Reporter spoke with Jesse-
nia Espino, a credit recovery
English teacher at Indiana
Digital Learning School
(INDLS), about her passion
for bringing books to under-
served communities.

Espino said she had always
known she was going to be a
teacher, even though she doubt-
ed it when the idea was first pre-
sented to her.

“My teacher told me I was

Photos provided

When Jessenia Espino (above left) learned that children’s access to books in the
British Virgin Islands was limited — and some islands didn’t even have a library —
she went on a mission to change that.

going to be a teacher when I
was in first grade. I didn’t be-
lieve her,” Espino said.

Now, not only is Espino an

educator, but one with an inter-
national reach, in part thanks to
COVID-19.

During the pandemic, Espi-

no and her son discovered a new
approach to education.

See Library . . . Page 2

Cicero Community Park fundraiser tops $69K

Campaign goal exceeded; town will receive matching $50,000 grant from IHCDA

The REPORTER
Cicero residents and visitors
will soon enjoy a farm-themed
playground in Community Park
for ages 5 to 12 thanks to a suc-
cessful IHCDA CreatINg Plac-
es crowdfunding campaign.
CreatINg Places is a pro-
gram of the Indiana Housing
and Community Development
Authority (IHCDA). The Town
of Cicero led the campaign.
“We’re grateful to our res-
idents, businesses, nonprofits,
farmers, and so many others for
their generosity,” Cicero Parks
Superintendent  Jim  Hunter.
“With the extra money raised,
we’ll add important amenities for
the playground such as benches,
a shelter, mulch, and more.”
Since the campaign reached its

$50,000 goal on Sept. 3, the Town
of Cicero will receive a matching
grant of $50,000 from THCDA's
CreatINg Places program.

Visit  patronicity.com/ci-
ceroplayground to learn more.
About CreatINg Places

The CreatINg Places pro-
gram is available to projects
located in Indiana communities.
Non-profit entities (with 501c3
or 501c4 status) and Local Units
of Government are eligible to
apply. Eligible projects must
have a minimum total develop-
ment cost of $10,000, where the
recipient will receive $5,000 in
IHCDA matching funds should
they successfully raise $5,000
through Patronicity. THCDA
will provide matching grant
funds up to $50,000 per project.

Photo provided

A new farm-themed playground is planned for Cicero’s

Community Park.

Caring for Rlvers1de Cemetery ... yesterday & today

Submitted by Ann Lemna
Keep Noblesville Beautiful

Editors note: The first part
of this story was published Sept.
16, 2025. Click here to read
that story.

A dedication ceremony took
place at Riverside Cemetery on
Aug. 11 to commemorate the
200th Anniversary of the ceme-
tery and the first burial at the site.
A newly installed monument and
reflection garden now awaits vis-
itors in the southwest section of
the cemetery next to the river.

Lawrence Willison, a noted
soldier under George Washington
who fought in the Battle of York-
town is reported to be the first
burial at Riverside. He died in a
log cabin on Polk Street at the ap-
proximate age of 80 in 1825.

Pam Bollier, Vice Regent of
Horseshoe Prairie Chapter of
the Daughters of the American
Revolution read the story of
his burial in an article by Jona-
than Colborn. Members of the
community were also joined
by Mayor Chris Jensen and
representatives from Keep No-
blesville Beautiful, Noblesville
Street Department, City Clerk’s
Office, Board of Public Works
and Safety and Hamilton County
Master Gardeners Association.

Master Gardener Allison
Buriff gave a tour of the garden

and explained that she and fel-
low Master Gardener Carla Rob-
inson chose plants for the garden
based on their patriotic colors
and historical references. Many
of the plants were once used for
medicinal purposes, teas, and
dyes and most of the plants are
regional or local natives.

Buriff shared that New Jer-
sey Tea, which served as a tea

substitute during the Revolu-
tionary War, sets the backdrop
of the garden with its large
white blooms in early spring.
The golden Black-eyed Su-
san symbolizes Justice and
Resilience. Blue False Indigo
symbolizes Endurance. The
coneflower in reds and whites
symbolizes Strength and Heal-
ing. Even the milkweed, which

Photos provided
Pam Bollier, Vice Regent of Horseshoe Prairie Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, read the story of Lawrence Willison’s burial in an article by
Jonathan Colborn.

plays host to the monarch cater-
pillars, has a special meaning of
Remembrance. Red and white
peonies were also incorporated
into the garden including the
stunning Miss America variety.
Several varieties of phlox are
spread throughout the garden
and symbolize Unity.

See Caring . . . Page 2

I love this time
of year. We can start
thinking about and
planning fall festivities,
the holidays are on the
horizon, and we are in
the midst of some of
the best weather headed
our way. I love the tem-

COLUMNIST

MEGAN RATHZ

peratures of the fall ...
and the clothes. I love | Vhen Nature Speaks
—

the colors. I love wear-
ing a hoodie and the changeover of drinks
at Starbucks. I am a sucker for good soup. I
love pulling out my scarecrows and starting
to plan my Thanksgiving menu and table.

Summer is officially over and the new-
ness of the school year is wearing off. Rou-
tines are settling into place. The weekend
norms include chili, good dips, hot cocoa,
football, and family time.

September is the perfect time to go to
the apple orchard. I love going to Tuttles
as you can pick your own apples. I love
the quaint little market stores filled with
cute fall decor. This is the time of year
that my family begins deciding what our
Christmas activities will be and the chaos
of organizing who is purchasing tickets for
respective events.

I'love a bonfire on the back porch with a
bit of crisp air and a glass of red wine. Noth-
ing is better than when it is warm enough
to be outside at night with the comfort of
a light blanket. I love the various smells
of this season. I love the beginning of the
changeover of the leaves. 1 love taking
advantage of the many parks in Hamilton
County and experiencing the beauty of this
season. I love enjoying picnics outdoors
with my family.

I love the excitement of my kids and
teaching my daughter how to bake pump-
kin bread. We may try our hand at an apple
crisp this year, too. I love going to Conner
Prairie and checking out their Apple Store.
If you want to try the best caramel apples,
check it out!

See Vibes . . . Page 2

Sheridan women’s
soccer prepares for Paul
Loggan Invitational

Editor s note: The
Sheridan Student Col-
umn is brought to read-
ers by Sheridan High
School’s  Accelerated
English 9 class, taught
by Ellie Arrowood.

Sheridan wom-
en’s soccer is off to a

COLUMNIST

; FRANCES STITES
strong start, with two Sheridan High
10-0 wins. School Student

The starting line-
up consists of Delaney Bell in goal, Avery
Hills as a striker, Emily Berner and Brielle
Garner as wings, Sadie Timme and Savan-
na Kirlin as midfielders, Molly Pottorff and
Bailey Whitacre as central defenders, and
Lucy Marquis and Jada Treitsch as outside
defenders.

This group is great at finding passes and
communicating with one another. The team
works together as a unit, which is an im-
provement from the very beginning of the
season. At the first few practices, nearly
all of the teammates were unfamiliar with
each other, so they didn’t play well together.
Now, the team is familiar, and friendships
have been formed.

The upcoming tournament is the Paul
Loggan Invitational. The tournament hon-
ors Coach Paul Loggan and raises athlet-
ic funds. Friday night, Sheridan will play
Plainfield at 5:30 p.m. on North Central’s
field 1. Saturday morning, Sheridan will be
playing against Noblesville at 9 a.m., also
on North Central’s field 1.

Sheridan will need to keep possession
of the ball, and the defensive line needs
to communicate well. We will also need
to continue to train hard and stay positive.
These things will help our team to be better
because these schools are much bigger than
us, and we just need to use these games as a
learning experience.

See Soccer . . . Page 2
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Correction

In a story about the Hamilton County Master Garden-
ers Association published Monday, Sept. 7, “Gardening
grows people, too,” Bruce Reed’s last name was incor-
rectly listed as “Slaven” in multiple places.

The Reporter regrets the error.

News & Opinion

NOBLESVILLE YOUTH SPORTS ALLIANCE

ONE COMMUNITY @ 7000+ KIDS ® 16 PROGRAMS I

www.noblesvillesports.com @noblesvillesports

VIBES

My son is all about foot-
ball at this age and I love
seeing him not only begin
to learn to play the game but
also cheer for a team and his
excitement of wearing a jer-
sey like his dad.

I love going to Spen-
cer Farm to the winery and
picking sunflowers. 1 love
the various Oktoberfest fes-
tivals. I love roasting s’mo-
res. I love seeing the little
kids at my school collect
acorns and pinecones as
though they are treasures.

This is the perfect time
of year to find live outdoor
music and enjoy time with
family and friends. I love
turning my porch over to the

from Page 1

season of fall.

The memories made
this season are some of the
best of the year. There are
SO many opportunities to
do special things with the
people that I love most. |
also love that my husband
and I are celebrating being
together for 15 years this
September, which makes
this month even more
special. I love everything
about this special season
and the people I get to
spend it with.

Megan Rathz is a wife,
mother, and teacher. She
says everything she has ever
learned in life came from her
Master Gardener mother.
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Espino said she had to
find a new alternative for
school for her son because
the “brick-and-mortar” set-
ting wasn’t working well
with him.

“So when we went into
year two of COVID, we had
to find a different option
for him because he wasn’t
able to go back to in-person
school,” Espino said. “And
that’s how we found IN-
DLS.”

Espino told The Re-
porter she started working
with INDLS as a substitute
teacher until she eventual-
ly took over the class she
was long-term subbing for.
Five years later, Espino now
teaches Gothic literature for
grades 10 through 12.

According to Espino,
she regularly tries to be
more involved in the com-
munity. She said, “I usually
find books at garage sales
and Goodwill, and I'll fill
up the little free libraries
around Hamilton County.”

Espino expanded her

impact beyond Hamilton
County amid her fateful trip
to her “secondary commu-
nity” in the British Virgin
Islands.

Two years ago, Espino
and her boyfriend visit-
ed the island on vacation.
While staying at their hotel
Espino passed by a group of
kids playing on the beach.

“I' had one of my INDLS
shirts on and one of the kids
came up and started asking
me ‘what’s Indiana Digi-
tal?””” Espino said. “And so
I explained our school to
them.”

As the group continued
to talk about their differenc-
es in schooling, Espino said,
“One thing I heard from
them was, ‘it must be really
nice to be able to go get a
book to read whenever you
feel like it.””

Espino asked a nearby
adult about the children’s
situation and she con-
firmed, ““Yes, there’s no li-
brary on our island. There’s
not even really a library on

the big island.””

Espino was shocked.

“I didn’t realize access
to books was something
many students take for
granted.” Espino said, “So
I just kind of sat with that
and I thought, ‘Oh, maybe
I could bring down some
books and we can do a little
free library kind of like we
do up in the States.””

Six months down the
road, Espino saw a post
from one of her friends on
the island where she learned
how a local school was
planning on starting a li-
brary, but they were in need
of a lot more books. They
were looking for wvisitors
who could bring a book or
two each to help the library
get started.

“I thought I can do bet-
ter than a book or two,” Es-
pino said. “And we ended
up taking down 127 books
last year that were donated
by my friends, my co-work-
ers, neighbors, and family.”

Building on the lega-

from Page 1

cy, Espino is currently in
the process of organizing a
campaign with Scholastic
Books to raise money and
buy more books for the li-
brary in the British Virgin
Islands.

Upon reflecting about
the importance of literature,
Espino said she understands
reading as a place for chil-
dren to imagine new worlds.

“I know when I was a
kid, reading was always an-
other way for me to escape.”
Espino said, “If I was hav-
ing a bad day at school or
just a rough week in general
as a kid, finding a good sto-
ry would help me get into
a different kind of head-
space.”

Espino said reading
about a character she related
to and their journey navi-
gating conflict inspired her
“willingness to succeed in
life.”

For more information on
International Literacy Day,
go to unesco.org/en/days/
literacy.

SOCCER

My jersey number is 18
because I took my sister’s
number. So far, the team has
been very kind to me, which I
was not fully expecting since
I am a freshman. Personal-

Petting Zoo, Face Painting, Live Music, Inflatables,
Silent Auction, Balloon Twisters, Pony Rides, Fun
Games, Great Food, and Manny the Mechanical Bull!

REGISTER YOUR CHILI HERE:
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® Other Meats Chlll
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Winner
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ForUuerghbar Life

ly, I have already learned so
much from Coach Prange. I
know that with his support
and my dedication, I can im-
prove my soccer skills.

I am excited to play
against  Noblesville and
Plainfield this weekend for

the experience. I believe that
people need to learn from
losses, and I think my team
could really use this tourna-
ment to learn some things we
could use in the future. I hope
to watch the players and their
placement so I can get an

from Page 1

idea of where I need to be in
each position. I also hope to
learn how each of my team-
mates plays, for example,
where I would need to pass
the ball for them to catch it,
or which foot they prefer to
receive the ball with.

CARING

Buriff ended her tour by
saying she hopes the com-
munity will enjoy spending
time in nature and take time
to reflect on the history and

from Page 1

beauty that surrounds this
new monument. Shortly
after the dedication cere-
mony, historic flood wa-
ters covered the cemetery.

Photo provided
The monument commemorates 200 years since the cemetery’s establishment
as well as the first burial.

Most of the plants made
it through the storm un-
harmed and the reflection
garden is ready for visitors
once again.
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By TOM DAVIES
Indiana Capital Chronicle

A plan teased by some
top Indiana legislators for
eliminating homeowner
property taxes is shrouded
in silence.

Those lawmakers have
remained tight lipped about
how they could pull off the
multi-billion-dollar move —
and key Statehouse interest
groups that closely follow
property tax issues are anx-
iously waiting for details.

The plan “to end prop-
erty taxes on the home you
live in” was first touted
with an Aug. 20 post to the
campaign Facebook page of
Republican Senate Appro-
priations Committee Chair
Ryan Mishler.

The post promotes a
“Property Tax Freedom”
town hall and rally Sept. 29
in Warsaw, along with Rep.
Craig Snow, R-Warsaw, and
Sen. Chris Garten, who is
poised to become the state
Senate’s new Republican
leader.

But they haven’t re-
leased any information
about how they would elim-
inate the tax stream that
provides much of the reve-
nue for city and county gov-
ernments and public school
districts.

Even an apparent ally in
efforts to dial back home-
owner taxes — the group
representing Indiana’s real
estate agents — hasn’t been
clued in on the plan.

“At least not to us at the
state level,” Chris Watts, a
vice president at the Indiana
Association of Realtors, told

the Capital Chronicle this
week. “If they’ve consult-
ed brokers locally, it’s not
filtered up to us. So, yeah,
we’re on pins and needles
as well to kind of see what
they’ve come up with.”

Neither Mishler nor
Snow, who is vice chair of
the tax code-writing House
Ways and Means Commit-
tee, responded to multiple
interview requests from the
Capital Chronicle to their
offices and their personal
phone numbers.

Garten, R-Charlestown,
declined an interview re-
quest via his office, which
said he “is going to defer to
Sen. Mishler.”

Questions abound
about abolishment
details

If such a major proper-
ty tax proposal were to ad-
vance, it would undoubtedly
become a leading topic of
debate for the 2027 legis-
lative session because of its
wide-ranging impact.

Property taxes on own-
er-occupied homes amount-
ed to nearly $4.1 billion,
or 38 percent, of the $10.6
billion in statewide proper-
ty taxes billed during 2025,
according to a Legislative
Services Agency report.

That percentage is ex-
pected to decline in com-
parison  with  business,
industrial, rental and agri-
cultural properties in the
coming years under an
overhaul enacted in 2025
with Senate Enrolled Act 1.

Questions abound, how-
ever, about how a home-
owner tax elimination
would work and how local
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Indiana lawmakers mum on plan ‘to end
property taxes on the home you live in’

governments and schools
could replace such a large
revenue source.

“Of course, it creates
a huge concern for local
units of government on
how that money would be
backfilled,” said David Bot-
torff, executive director of
the Association of Indiana
Counties. “I don’t know if
it’s a goal or objective, if
it’s something you’re trying
to phase in over four or five
years, all those details mat-
ter on what that transition
would look like.”

Mishler, R-Mishawaka,
has floated ideas for sizable
homestead property tax cuts
before.

One proposal came in a
2024 bill he filed that would
have created a potentially
$1 billion fund for home-
stead tax cuts from money
that the state now directs
each year toward a pension
fund for teachers first hired
before 1996. Mishler, who
has been the Senate’s top
budget writer since 2018,
has pushed through several
special state appropriations
to build up that pension fund
so that the annual spending
is no longer needed.

But that money might
not be available for a few
more years — and would still
fall short of the homeowner
property tax collections.

Options to
raise other taxes or
cut local funding

The leader of the lob-
bying group for Indiana’s
cities and towns said he and
Mishler talked generally this
summer about homeown-
er property tax elimination
and that discussion included
allowing more increases in
local income taxes.

Mishler was “very clear
that the revenue would have
to be replaced,” said Matt
Greller, CEO of Accelerate
Indiana Municipalities.

A major worry for lo-
cal governments comes
from possibly facing high-
er interest rates on money
borrowed for construction
and other projects. That’s
because payments for such
bonds have long been guar-
anteed from property tax
revenue that is regarded as
more stable than income or
sales taxes.

“Does it hurt us in the
bonding market if we’re
only using income tax to
bond against?” Greller said.
“Does the market look more
or less favorably on that?
What would that be in terms
of increased interest costs?”’

Legislators studied the
prospects of abolishing
property taxes in 2007. But
they backed away after cal-
culations showed a doubling
or more of the state’s sales
tax or income tax would
be needed to raise a similar
amount of money.

Those options of big
hikes in other taxes — such
as the 2.9 percent state in-
come tax rate for 2026 —
or squeezing the budgets
of local governments and
schools haven’t changed
over time, said Larry
DeBoer, a longtime Purdue
University economist who
has studied Indiana tax poli-
cy since the 1980s.

“An income tax rate of 6
or 7 (percent) would prob-
ably do it, and that’s what
has discouraged people in
the past,” DeBoer said in an
interview. “But we’re in an
age of reform, I guess.”

“More questions,
certainly, than answers”

Other property tax cut
ideas are also being talked
about, such as Gov. Mike
Braun’s suggestion of end-
ing home taxes for those
older than 65 who’ve paid
off their mortgages.

Another proposal from a
Republican legislator would
eliminate all property tax-
es and replace that revenue
by extending the state’s 7
percent sales tax to include
a vast array of currently
untaxed services such as
haircuts, construction labor
costs, and lawyer fees.

Indiana School Boards
Association Executive Di-
rector Terry Spradlin said
he has “more questions, cer-
tainly, than answers” about
the homestead tax abolish-
ment suggested by Mishler,
Snow, and Garten.

“It’s a very vague con-
cept that only the flyer
speaks to, without a plan to
explain it,” Spradlin said.
“So we’re all anxious to get
more detail.”

The legislators are seiz-
ing upon a topic that has
been a top campaign issue
in recent years — and could
push their proposal forward
during the 2027 legislative
session that starts in Janu-
ary.
“Those three are
high-profile leaders of the
House and Senate Repub-
lican caucuses,” Spradlin
said. “So this has some mer-
it, obviously, that we need
to pay attention to.”

This story was published
on Friday, Sept. 4, 2026, at
indianacapitalchronicle.com.
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Community News

Flood Relief Food Drive
this Saturday in Westfield

Hoosier Hometown Markets will hold a Flood Re-
lief Food Drive from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept.
12, at the IMMI Conference Center, 18880 N. East St.,
Westfield. The food drive will take place as part of the

Great Shop-tember Market.

Attendees can donate non-perishable food, which
will go to the Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank and
its network of local pantries to support flood victims.

If you donate five or more items, you will get VIP
discounts and offers. Thank you for doing your part.

Mental health first-aid training

sessions in September & October

The public is invited to participate in an eight-hour
Mental Health First Aid training at the University of
Indianapolis, led by Hamilton County Health Depart-
ment and the Metropolitan Indianapolis-Central Indi-
ana Area Health Education Center.

Sessions will take place on Sept. 11 and Oct. 6.
They will provide practical skills to recognize and re-
spond to someone experiencing a mental health crisis.

Click here to register for a free session.

Post-White River flood:
thoughts of tomorrow

It's 4 a.m. and
I am wide awake.
Our Ravenswood
neighborhood is
silent and dark,

except for the
streetlight's  sad
shine. A curi-

ous cat crosses
through that soft
light outside the
window — looking for food?
Poor thing. I was hungry,
too — and ate a banana.

Usually [ am asleep at this
hour but this morning I have a
lot on my mind. Mostly, how
hard this all is and will be.
Harder still at age 75+.

We are at just past mid-
way in the house recovery.
Nineteen days ago, it was
sitting in river water. Now,
it has been stripped of its
contents, dried, the walls
have been replaced and
mudded, new ideas have
been imagined and installed.
Our kitchen and living room
are now one big room. Our
bedroom and dressing room/
closet are now one big room.

Next, after the walls are
sanded smooth, painting
can be done — primer and
color. Then new flooring.
So, maybe four more days?
Five? A week? Two?

Can we really be that
close to moving back into
our house? Bringing our
stuff back in — what's left of
it — likely could take as long
as repairing the damage did.
There is still a whole lot to
go through there. And lots of
major purchases to be made.
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This journey,
this very unique
set of events that
Mrs. K and T are
going through
right now, is not
only a challenge
full of difficulties
and expense, not
merely a transi-
tion to new ways
of living in our damaged but
soon to be renewed home,
not even just a remarkable
set of lessons about how
generous and kind people
can be — it is most of all ...
at 4 am., I cannot think of
what that might be.

* % %

Later, at 7:30, after a
little more sleep, as I sit on
the RV stoop with a cup of
coffee and watch the sky
brighten. I can think more
completely, more positively.

It all boils down to this: I
love this house. I love the life
Donna and I lived in it. While
the old version of that was
taken away so completely
by the flood, tomorrow could
just be better than before.

I can't remember how
many songs and poems and
speeches I've heard that
express that very idea — to-
morrow is going to be okay!
Right now, Fleetwood Mac
is playing in my head:

Don't stop thinkin' about
tomorrow ... Don't stop —
it'll soon be here ... It'll be
here better than before ...
Yesterday's gone, yester-
day's gone!

Indeed!

HEARTLAND

FILM FESTIVAL

Watch trailers for
short films coming up at
Heartland Film Festival

The REPORTER

Lights, camera ... trail-
ers! Get a preview of this
year’s Heartland Film Festi-
val lineup at the free Trail-
er Watch Party. Indulge in
complimentary HotBox
Pizza and a full hour of
trailers from selections of
the 35th annual Heartland
Film Festival.

The Watch Party will
take place Wednesday, Sept.
23, Fort Ben Cultural Cam-
pus at Heartland Film Head-
quarters, 8950 Otis Ave.,

Indianapolis. Doors open
and pizza will be served at
6 p.m., and the trailers will
screen from 7 to 8 p.m.

Bring your friends, grab
a scorecard to track your fa-
vorites, and start planning
your fall festival lineup.
This event takes place on
the lawn behind Heartland
Film HQ, so pack your blan-
kets, lawn chairs, and favor-
ite snacks. Guidebooks and
yard signs will also be avail-
able to pick up.

Click here to RSVP.

Hello,,

Eamiltom "

iy
A



https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/09/04/indiana-lawmakers-mum-on-plan-to-end-property-taxes-on-the-home-you-live-in/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/08/18/indiana-republican-senators-endorse-garten-as-chambers-next-top-leader/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/08/18/indiana-republican-senators-endorse-garten-as-chambers-next-top-leader/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/08/18/indiana-republican-senators-endorse-garten-as-chambers-next-top-leader/
https://tinyurl.com/3dcteaaa
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2025/11/17/analysis-property-tax-changes-to-put-more-pressure-on-businesses-owners-of-low-value-homes/
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2024/bills/senate/285/details
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/05/27/braun-eyes-property-tax-breaks-for-seniors-assessment-changes/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/05/27/braun-eyes-property-tax-breaks-for-seniors-assessment-changes/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/06/24/indiana-republican-platform-now-backs-property-tax-elimination-closed-primaries/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/06/24/indiana-republican-platform-now-backs-property-tax-elimination-closed-primaries/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/09/04/indiana-lawmakers-mum-on-plan-to-end-property-taxes-on-the-home-you-live-in/
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter/videos
https://feedingteam.org/donate/
https://footlite.org/
https://tickets.heartlandfilmfestival.org/Festival_Schedule/-6a739d9145e3196cc5f75d54
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSelI05ce_ia_huZoPukXLasTNwz5NhjZJa1FWb9_-yQbyyQaA/viewform
https://asota.wordpress.com/
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7% annual Juried Exhibit of Hamilton County IRS announces relief
Artists sponsored by Jifty Lube of Indlana

The REPORTER

The Fishers Arts Coun-
cil (FAC) presents the sev-
enth annual Juried Exhibit
of Hamilton County Artists,
sponsored by Jiffy Lube of
Indiana, in the Fishers Art &
Municipal Complex for the
month of September.

The exhibit boasts 64 2D
artworks and 11 3D, taking
over the Art Gallery at City
Hall as well as both gallery
spaces inside the Fishers Art
Center.

Artists in the exhibit
were selected by juror, Car-
ol Strock Wasson. She is a
distinguished artist celebrat-
ed for her achievements and
contributions to the world of
art. Honored as an Eminent
Pastelist by the International
Association of Pastel Societ-
ies, she is recognized for her
mastery and innovation with-
in the medium. Her work is
deeply inspired by the ru-
ral landscapes of her home,
where she explores color,
shape, and design in both the
plein air tradition and studio
practice. While widely ac-
claimed for her expertise in
pastel, her artistic repertoire
also includes oil painting and
monotype prints.

Strock Wasson shares
her passion for art through

FISHERS

AILS

COUNCIL

teaching at Strockwasson
Studio and through online
courses. She is dedicated
to fostering strong artistic
foundations,  emphasizing
the importance of mastering
fundamentals, composition,
color theory, and design,
while inspiring others to
pursue their own creative
journeys.

This is the seventh year
that Jiffy Lube of Indiana
has served as title sponsor,
maintaining their strong
support of the arts in Hamil-
ton County and beyond. Ad-
ditional award sponsors are
Wasson Nursery, Renewal
by Andersen, Noblesville
Creates, Sunrise Café, and
Five Star Bath Solutions.
Noblesville Creates also
sponsored the People’s
Choice award — which will
be decided by the public.
Online voting is possible
on the arts council’s Face-
book page by “liking” your
favorite artwork or coming
to the gallery in person to
vote. All votes must be re-

ceived by 7 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 11, to be counted.

Guests can visit the gal-
leries in person at 1 Munic-
ipal Drive from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday, and from 9 a.m. to
noon on Saturdays during
the Fishers Farmers’ Mar-
ket. You can also see the
juried exhibit in the online
gallery at Facebook.com/
FishersArt.

Please plan to attend the
free public reception on Sec-
ond Friday, Sept. 11, from 6
to 8 p.m. to meet the artists,
enjoy live music by Ivan
Moreland, sample refresh-
ments, and see who wins.
Awards will be announced at
7:15 p.m. in the Fishers Mu-
nicipal Center Theater, just

oto provided by Fishers Arts Council

inside the gallery.
About Fishers
Arts Council

FAC is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit arts organization
whose mission is to sup-
port, advocate, and cultivate
visual and performing arts
opportunities that educate
and/or enhance the lives of
those who live, work, and
visit Fishers. Visit the gal-
lery space inside Fishers
Municipal Center at 1 Mu-
nicipal Drive, Fishers. FAC
also maintains the Build
BW Gallery at 11 Munici-
pal Drive and the Ball State
Gallery-Fishers, 8626 E.
116th St., Suite 300. Check
out  FishersArtsCouncil.
org or call or text (317) 537-
1670 for more information.

Upcoming informational meetings about
Westfield Washington Schools operating referendum

The REPORTER

Westfield  community
members are invited to learn
more about the proposed
operating referendum from
Superintendent Dr. John
Atha during the opportuni-
ties listed below:

* Monday, Sept 14 at 6
pm.: WWS Community
Presentation (Open to the
Westfield community) in
the Board Room at WWS
Central Office, 19500 Tom-
linson Road, Suite B, West-
field

o Tuesday, Sept 15 at
6:30 p.m.: Westfield GOP

“State of Our
Schools” in the
Board Room at
WWS Central Of-
fice, 19500 Tom-
linson Road, Suite
B, Westfield

* Wednesday,
Sept 16 at 8§ a.m.:
OneZone Cham-
ber Board of Di-
rectors Presentation at Gay-
lor Electric Headquarters,

10405 Crosspoint Blvd.,
Indianapolis
e Thursday, Sept 17

from Il am. to 1 p.m.:
State of the Schools Cham-

Atha

ber Luncheon at
Shamrock  Sta-
tion, 333 Hoover
St.  Registration
is required.

*  Thursday,
Sept 17 at 7:30
p.m.: Lions Club,
1101 E. 169th St.,
Westfield

* Monday, Sept
21 at 6:30 p.m.: The Court-
yards of Westfield, 2419 Col-
lins Drive, Westfield

* Tuesday, Sept 29 at 6
pm.: WWS Community
Presentation (Open to the
Westfield community) in

Our parks offer a wide
range of amenities and
programs such as:

Beautiful trails
Recreational areas
Playgrounds
Special events
And more!

Scan me!
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myhamiltoncountyparks.com  317-770-4400

the Board Room at WWS
Central Office, 19500 Tom-
linson Road, Suite B, West-
field

* Thursday, Oct 8 at 7
p.m.: Village Farms HOA
Clubhouse, 453 E. Grey-
hound Pass, Carmel

* Wednesday, Oct 28 at
6 p.m.: Kimblewick (55+

Community), 2598 Lord
Murphy Drive, Carriage
House

If you're part of a local
organization that would like
to invite Dr. Atha to speak,
please email comms@wws.
k12.in.us.

for taxpayers impacted
by severe storms

The REPORTER

On Wednesday, Sept. 2,
the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice (IRS) announced tax
relief for individuals and
businesses in Indiana af-
fected by severe storms,
straight-line winds, torna-
does, and flooding that be-
gan on Aug. 11. These tax-
payers now have until Feb.
1, 2027, to file various fed-
eral individual and business
tax returns and make tax
payments.

Following the disaster
declaration issued by the
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA),
individuals and households
that reside or have a busi-
ness in Carroll, Dearborn,
Decatur, Delaware, Fayette,
Franklin, Hamilton, Han-
cock, Henry, Lake, LaPorte,
Madison, Marion, Morgan,
Porter, Pulaski, Randolph,
Rush, Tipton, Union, and
Wayne counties qualify for
tax relief.

The declaration permits
the IRS to postpone certain
tax-filing and tax-payment
deadlines for taxpayers who
reside or have a business
in the disaster area. For in-
stance, certain deadlines
falling on or after Aug. 11,
2026, and before Feb. 1,
2027, are granted additional
time to file.

As a result, affected in-
dividuals and businesses
will have until Feb. 1, 2027,
to file returns and pay any
taxes that were originally
due during this period.

The Feb. 1, 2027, dead-
line applies to individuals
who had a valid extension
to file their 2025 individ-
ual income tax return. Be-
cause tax payments related
to these 2025 returns were
due on April 15, 2026, those
payments are not eligible
for this relief.

Penalties on payroll and
excise tax deposits due on
or after Aug. 11, 2026, and

BLEEU'LLE

before Aug. 26, 2026, will
be abated as long as the tax
deposits were made by Aug.
26, 2026.

The Feb. 1, 2027, dead-
line also applies to affected
quarterly payroll and certain
excise tax returns normally
due on Nov. 2, 2026.

If an affected taxpay-
er receives a late filing or
late payment penalty notice
from the IRS that has an
original filing, payment or
deposit due date that falls
within the postponement
period, the taxpayer should
call the telephone number
on the notice to have the
IRS abate the penalty.

The IRS automatically
identifies taxpayers locat-
ed in the covered disaster
area and applies filing and
payment relief. But affect-
ed taxpayers who reside
or have a business located
outside the covered disas-
ter area should call the IRS
Special Services toll-free
number at (866) 562-5227
to request this tax relief.

Tax practitioners in the
covered disaster area who
maintain records necessary
to meet a filing or payment
deadline for taxpayers locat-
ed outside the disaster area
may contact the IRS Special
Services; if the practitioner
maintains the necessary re-
cords of 10 or more clients,
please refer to bulk re-
quests from practitioners
for disaster relief for addi-
tional guidance.

Under the recently enact-
ed Public Law 119-64, Di-
saster Related Extension of
Deadlines Act, the postpone-
ment of a federal tax return
deadline due to a federally
declared disaster is treated
as an extension for purposes
of calculating the limit on a
tax refund, giving affected
taxpayers additional time to
claim a refund or credit.

You can find more de-
tails at this link.

Nicket Deate
HERITAGE RAILROAD

20 ESTD 17

HOLIDAY LIGHT
RAILBIKES

NOVEMBER 14-JANUARY 2

BIKE THE RAILS FROM FOREST PARK
TODOWNTOWNNOBLESVILLE

* MKiE A NEW HOLIDAY TRADITION!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!



https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/bulk-requests-from-practitioners-for-disaster-relief
https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/bulk-requests-from-practitioners-for-disaster-relief
https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/bulk-requests-from-practitioners-for-disaster-relief
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-tax-relief-for-taxpayers-impacted-by-severe-storms-straight-line-winds-tornadoes-and-flooding-in-indiana-various-deadlines-postponed-to-feb-1-2027
https://business.westfieldchamberindy.com/event-calendar/Details/state-of-the-schools-chamber-luncheon-1540099
https://business.westfieldchamberindy.com/event-calendar/Details/state-of-the-schools-chamber-luncheon-1540099
mailto:comms%40wws.k12.in.us?subject=
mailto:comms%40wws.k12.in.us?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/FishersArt
https://www.facebook.com/FishersArt
https://www.fishersartscouncil.org/
https://www.fishersartscouncil.org/
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The City of Carmel and
Carmel Clay Schools are
joining forces to invite stu-
dents, families, alumni, and
community members to a
high-energy, family-friendly
pep rally celebrating Carm-
el Homecoming, America’s
250th anniversary, and Car-
mel’s 50th year milestone.

The pep rally will take
place from 5:30 to 7:30
Thursday, Oct. 1 at Mid-
town Plaza, 365 Monon
Blvd.

The community-wide
celebration will bring the
city together for an evening
packed with school spirit,

interactive activities, special
performances, and appear-
ances by local leaders.

“Homecoming is al-
ways a special tradition, but
pairing it with our 250/50
milestone makes this year
even more special,” May-
or Sue Finkam said. “Our
partnership with Carmel
Clay Schools highlights the
strong bond between our
city leadership, our schools
and the neighbors who
make Carmel such an ex-
citing place to live. We look
forward to seeing the com-
munity come together to
celebrate our shared Grey-
hound pride.”

News & Opinion

Carmel Clay Schools partners with city for
high-energy 250/50 Homecoming Pep Rally

Event highlights & pro-
gramming

The evening features a
dynamic pep rally program,
along with family-friendly
activities for all ages. At-
tendees will hear remarks
from Mayor Finkam, Su-
perintendent Dr. Thomas
Oestreich, Carmel High
School (CHS) Principal
Dr. Tim Phares and other
special guests, with WISH-
TV sports director Antho-
ny Calhoun serving as the
event emcee.

Throughout the event,
guests can visit interactive
student booths with hands-
on activities like face paint-

ing and bracelet making,
catch an exciting hype vid-
eo screening by the talented
HoundsHQ media team and
learn the fight song direct-
ly from CHS cheerleaders.
Plus, WHIE will be live
DJing the event while guests
connect with local organiza-
tions at various community
and City partner booths.

To celebrate, official
Carmel Homecoming
250/50 spirit wear is on
sale now. Pre-order now
through Sept. 13 to receive
your items in time for the
weekend — with the option
to have your order delivered
directly to your local school

1996 Ridgeline Trailer

6’ Pallet Extensions

JOHN & JUDY HUSSEY

Trailers, Wagons, Tools & Shop Equipment

ON-LINE ONLY AUGTION

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th, 2026
In Tipton County @ 2187 North - 600 East, Windfall, IN 46076

BIDDING OPENS: Tuesday, September 1st, 2026 @ 3pm
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, September 12th, 2026 @ 6pm
PREVIEW DAY (One Day Only): Thursday, September 10th from 10am - 6pm
NOTE: This is a sale notice only. All Items Sold As-Is, Where-Is. To View the Complete Sale
Bill Including Pictures, Descriptions, Terms of Sale, Payment Options, and to Register & Start
Bidding: Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com

Absentee Bidding is Still Available

2008 Corn Pro UT-21HT Trailer
Hay Wagons, John Deere & Equipment Parts

John Deere, IH & Fordson Tractor Toolboxes

Storage Cabinets, Metal Shelving Units, Shop Tools,
Power & Hand Tools, Air Tools, Yard Tools, Toolboxes,
Truck Boxes, Ladders, Steel Work Benches, Lincoln
Welders, 80-Gallon Air Compressor, Ingersoll-Rand Gas

Generator, Honda EQ5000 Generator, Hydraulic Power
Unit w/ Honda GC160 Motor, Hotsy Pressure Washers,
Bolts, Bins, Fasteners & Hardware, Torch Carts, Anvil,
Electrical & Electric Motors, Jacks, Fuel Tank, PTO Shafts
& Hydraulic Cylinders, Dayton 4Z911B 10” Bench Grinder,
Moisture Testers & Dickey-John Grain Analysis Computer,
David-White Universal Level/Transit, Topcon AT-G7 Auto
Level, 2-Way Radios, Fork Truck Fork Hitch, Bench Vises,

Box Lots

PICK-UP SCHEDULE: Monday, September 14th & Tuesday,
September 15th from 10am — 6pm or by appointment only. A forklift,
and operators will be available during scheduled pick-up times.

PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

2187 North - 600 East, Windfall, IN 46076
Gash, Gashier's Check, Local Ghecks Only - No Credit/Debit Cards
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Cripe’s Auction Service

For Inquiries & Questions, Please Contact Us:

Cripe’s Auction Service
3247 East State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909 Office
765-860-6959 Mobile
cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer #AU11000034

CRIPE'S

AUCTION SERVICE

3247 East State Road 28
Tipton, IN 46072

www.cripesauction.com

Auctioneer ;

#AU11000034
765-860-6959

; ece
765-675-6909
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—or pick up select gear at the
CHS booth, where a limited
quantity will be available on
site alongside promotional
items and exclusive Carmel
Clay Schools giveaways.
“The contagious spir-
it of CHS Homecoming
always lights up our high
school and families, culmi-
nating with Friday night's
big game and the student
dance over the weekend,”
Dr. Oestreich said. “We are
thrilled to host an event
with the city that allows all

* HOMECOMING 2026 *

CELEBRATING 5[] TEARS

of our Carmel families and
Greyhounds, young and old,
to come together for an eve-
ning of festivities centered
on what makes this tradi-
tion so special: celebrating
the community, connections
and hometown we all love.”

Carmel’s Homecoming
events continue with the tra-
ditional Homecoming Pa-
rade at noon on Friday, Oct.
2. The Carmel Greyhounds
take on the Ben Davis Gi-
ants at 7 p.m. at the Carmel
High School Stadium.

Keeping faith with those
who kept faith with us

In Indiana,
people don’t
spend much time
talking about
duty.

They simply
live it.

You see it in
factories opening
before  sunrise,
on family farms
passed from one generation
to the next, with volunteers
coaching Little League af-
ter a full day’s work, and in
neighbors who still believe
showing up matters. It’s a
quiet kind of responsibility,
rarely celebrated but woven
into everyday life.

Military service has al-
ways fit naturally here.

The men and women
who wear the uniform ac-
cept responsibilities most
Americans never have to
consider. They go where
they’re sent, do what’s asked
of them, and put the mission
ahead of themselves. When
they come home, those val-
ues don’t disappear. They
become business owners,
teachers, first responders,
engineers, nurses, and com-
munity leaders. The mission
changes, but the sense of re-
sponsibility doesn’t.

Neither should ours.

That’s why Congress
should pass the Take Care
of America’s Veterans Act
(TCAVA).

For years, Congress has
debated bipartisan veter-
ans’ bills that almost every-
one agrees should become
law. Some improve access
to community health care.
Others strengthen support
for caregivers and surviving
spouses. Some modernize
education benefits or expand
mental health resources.
Others correct longstand-
ing injustices for medically
retired veterans. Most have

GUEST COLUMNIST

EDWARD J. TRICE
T

broad biparti-
san backing. Too
many have never
reached the finish
line.

Veterans don’t
experience these
issues one at a
time.

The veteran
recovering from
a service-connected in-
jury may also be raising
children. A caregiver may
also be navigating survivor
benefits. Someone begin-
ning a second career may
also be managing PTSD or
returning to school. Those
aren’t separate problems.
They’re different parts of
the same life.

TCAVA reflects that real-
ity. It strengthens community
care, expands mental health
resources, supports military
families and caregivers,
modernizes education and
workforce programs, and
advances bipartisan reforms
that have been waiting years
for action.

Representative ~ Victo-
ria Spartz has often spoken
about fiscal responsibility
and keeping government
focused on its core obli-
gations. Few obligations
are more fundamental than
keeping faith with the peo-
ple who volunteered to de-
fend the nation. Supporting
veterans has long been one
of the few issues capable
of bringing Republicans
and Democrats together. It
should stay that way.

Indiana has never ex-
pected applause for doing
the right thing.

We simply expect peo-
ple to do it.

Keeping our promises to
veterans shouldn’t be con-
troversial.

It should simply be an-
other day’s work.
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317-580-9080
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Through September 30th,

stop in Monday thru Friday

11am-2pm and get a

sandwich and deli side
for only $10!

Carmel/Westfield/Fishers North Indy/SW Carmel/Zionsville
2001 E. Greyhound Pass

Expires 9/30/26 Only valid at Carmel & 96th St locations. IN-STORE ONLY, NOT VALID FOR
ONLINE ORDERS. SANDWICHES AVAILABLE FOR LUNCH SPECIAL VARY EACH DAY. May not be
combined with any other offer. One offer per person, per visit. While supplies last. No cash value.

3905 W. 96th Street
317-872-2795



https://www.honeybaked.com
https://www.cripesauction.com/
https://carmelhomecoming.itemorder.com/shop/sale/
https://carmelhomecoming.itemorder.com/shop/sale/
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L.abor of love on show in Cicero

Gorgeous weather and gorgeous cars were aplenty at this year s Labor Day Car Show at Red Bridge Park,

697 W. Jackson St., Cicero. Whatever make or model, attendees had no shortage of options to appreciate. Notably,
this year the previous record of 275 automobiles entered into the show was broken when 300 entries were processed
before noon. Thank you everyone who helped make this annual event another success. While we know the
volunteers don t necessarily want recognition, they deserve appreciation nonetheless. Thank you for giving up
your free time on a holiday so people could come to Red Bridge Park and enjoy theirs. (Photos by Bev Poindexter)

FLOOD RELIEF
FOOD DRIVE
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. HELP WHITE RIVER FLOOD VICTIMS
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SATURDAY SEPTEMBER12 2026

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
IMMI CONFERENCE CENTER
18880 N EAST ST WESTFIELD, IN 46074 -

SUPPORTING
“"E HAMILTON COUNTY HARVEST

FOOD BANK

www.HCHFoodBank.org
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American Bank

of Freedom &=

www.americanbankoffreedom.bank N

Save time and open your account online!

Certificate of Deposit Specials
3 Months 6 Months 12 Months

3.65%  3.65%-  3.65%

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is current as of this issue and subject to change at any time. APY
assumes that interest remains on deposit until maturity. Minimum deposit of $1,000 to open this
account with a maximum deposit of $240,000 per account. Minimum balance requirement of $1,000 to
earn interest. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Accounts may be
subject to other fees, contact your local branch to learn more.

APPLIES TO NEW DEPOSITS ONLY.

American Bank of Freedom, Member FDIC.

Stop by or call your local branch today to learn more!

14611 N. Gray Road
Westfield, IN 46062
(463) 622-2930



https://hchfoodbank.org/
http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
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Riverview
Health

FOUNDATION

CELEBRATING
50 YEARS
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g

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2026

RIVERVIEW HEALTH ARENA, NOBLESVILLE

Join us to help support enhanced patient care,
new technology, and community health.

SPONSORED BY:

# PARKVIEW
RIVERVIEW HEALTH AUXILIARY

SCAN TO REGISTER



https://onecau.se/_h8ecr1
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September is Library
Card Sign-up Month

WWPL encourages residents to discover more with a library card

The REPORTER

The Westfield Washing-
ton Public Library (WWPL)
is celebrating Library Card
Sign-up Month. This year’s
theme, “A Library Card
Hits All the Right Notes,”
highlights the variety of
resources and experiences
libraries provide for people
of all ages and interests.

In addition to books,
cardholders can borrow
eBooks and audiobooks,
access online learning and
research tools, check out
items from the Library of
Things, and participate
in programs for children,

teens, and adults.

WWPL’s
Makerspace also
gives patrons ac-
cess to creative
tools and tech-
nology, with op-
portunities  for
3D printing, laser
cutting and en-

graving, access to Sollars

a fully equipped recording
studio, and more.

“A library card gives
you access to resources you
can use at every stage of
life,” WWPL Executive Di-
rector Sheryl Sollars said.
“There’s always something

new to discover,
and we want our
community  to
make the most of
everything avail-
able to them.”

WWPLis also
offering a spe-
cial perk during
September. New
cardholders can
receive a 3D-printed trav-
el library card protector
stamped with  “09/26,”
while supplies last. Library
cards are free for eligible
residents. For more infor-
mation, visit wwplLlib.
in.us.

Hamilton Heights’ All School

Reunion set

Submitted

The Hamilton Heights
Alumni  Association will
hold an All Schools Re-
union on Saturday, Sept.
19, at the Hamilton Heights
Student Activity Center,
420 W. North St., Entrance
I, Arcadia. Handicapped
parking is available at En-
trance H on the west side of
the building.

Social time will take
place from 11:30 a.m. to
1 p.m., with the lunch and
program from 1 to 3 p.m.

Come enjoy fun. fel-
lowship, and reminiscing.
Please share this informa-
tion with family, friends,
and classmates.

This year’s honor class
is the Class of 1976 (50th
year). The Alumni Associa-
tion will also recognize the
Classes of 1956 (70th year),
1966 (60th year, and the
first graduates of Hamilton
Heights High School), 1986

for Saturday, Sept. 19
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(40th year), and 1996 (30th
year).

The guest speaker will
be Lawrence “Sonny”
Beck, CEO of Beck’s Supe-
rior Hybrids and Hamilton
Heights’ 2026 first Distin-
guished Alumni Award re-
cipient.

There will be a silent
auction of various merchan-
dise and services donated
by local businesses. Select
HHHS yearbooks and book-
lets of pre-HHHS graduates
will be available for $10.
Please consider making a

donation in memory of fam-
ily, friends, teachers, class-
es, teams, or clubs.

All auction, yearbook,
and donation funds go to the
Hamilton Heights Alumni
Association  Scholarship
Fund. Three scholarships
totaling $2,500 were award-
ed to Class of 2026 gradu-
ates.

Space is limited, but the
cost of the luncheon is $30
per person at the door.

Click here to learn more
about the Hamilton Heights
Alumni Association.

Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance
hires Spenser Kersey as director
of financial planning & analysis

The REPORTER

Indiana Farm Bureau
Insurance announces that
Spenser Kersey has joined
the company as director of
financial planning and anal-
ysis.

In this position, Kersey
will lead the Financial Plan-
ning and Analysis team
in supporting the organi-
zation through budgeting,
financial forecasting, and
broader strategic analysis.
He will work closely with
business leaders across the
company to connect finan-
cial data with operational
decision-making, helping
ensure the organization con-
tinues to move forward with
clarity and confidence.

“I am looking forward
to expanding the impact
of my team beyond bud-
geting functions,” Kersey
said. “We will be support-
ing more strategic efforts,
and I’m looking forward to

assisting the busi-
ness in every way
possible. What re-
ally excited me is
the opportunity to
shape what the Fi-
nancial Planning
and Analysis team
becomes at Indi-
ana Farm Bureau
Insurance.”

Kersey said he hopes to
serve as a connector between
finance and other depart-
ments across the business,
helping ensure numbers and
strategy work hand in hand.

“My goal will be to
support and strengthen the
processes already in place
while adding strategic
thinking through business
decisions, competitive anal-
ysis and market insight,”
Kersey said.

Kersey earned his bach-
elor’s degree in finance from
Purdue University and his
MBA with a concentration

Kersey in

in finance from
Ball State Uni-
versity. He is also
a Certified Pub-
lic  Accountant
(CPA) in the state
of Indiana.

Originally
from Lowell, Ind.,
Kersey now lives
Noblesville
with his wife, Sarah. The
couple can often be found
at the Noblesville Farmers
Market on Saturday morn-
ings during the summer,
where Sarah sells baked
goods through her side busi-
ness, The Hangry Baker.
They enjoy exploring new
restaurants and traveling to-
gether. Whether it’s around
town or across the globe,
they’re always looking for
new experiences. In his re-
maining free time, Kersey
enjoys playing golf and
spending time with family
and friends.

Indy Jazz Fest coming up soon

Submitted

Indy Jazz Fest 2026 is
nearly here.

Join the Indianapolis
Jazz Foundation's premier
event, a vibrant celebration
of jazz, funk, Latin rhythms,
and soul. Experience inti-
mate performances at top
local venues, culminating in
a lively outdoor community
festival at the Grand Finale
with international stars and
Indy’s finest.

From Sept. 22 to 26, you
can see great performances,
including:

* The Big Beat, Sept. 25
at The Vogue, 6259 N. Col-
lege Ave., Indianapolis: A
drum-led triple bill w/Nate
Smith, The Nth Power and
Break Science

* Grand Finale, Sept. 26
at the Indianapolis Art Cen-
ter, 820 E. 67th St., Indianap-
olis / Opti-Park, 780 E. 66th
St., Indianapolis: two stages,
10 bands, art, food trucks,

and legacy exhibits. Shei-
la E. & The E-Train, Karl
Denson's Tiny Universe,
MonoNeon, Rick Braun,
Brandon Meeks, and more.

e The ultimate par-
ty closer: The Official 1JF
AFTERSET on Sept. 26 at
Turntable, 6281 N. College
Ave., Indianapolis  with
jazzy, soul-groove sounds

of Fonville x Fribush.

Find more informa-
tion and purchase tickets at
indyjazzfest.net.

Indy Jazz Fest 2026 is
presented by Citizens En-
ergy Group. Grand Finale
sponsors: Van Riper-Wood-
ard  Family Foundation,
OneAmerica Financial, IU
Health, Eskenazi Health.

Meeting Notices

The Carmel Mayor’s Advisory Commission on Housing will meet at
9 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 10, 2026, in the Council Chambers on the second
floor of Carmel City Hall, 1 Civic Square.

1 Civic Square.

The Carmel Plan Commission will meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 15,
2026, in the Council Chambers on the second floor of Carmel City Hall,

ville City Hall, 16 S. 10th St.

The Noblesville Building Corporation will meet at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Sept. 8, 2026, in the Council Chambers Conference Room B206 at Nobles-

A list of each appointed officer’s name, their appointing authority, and
term dates is available at noblesville.in.gov/447/Boards-Commissions.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under
I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door
Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

Deputy Clerk
Pos

ition
The Cicero Clerk Treasurer’s office has a full-time position
opening for a Deputy Clerk.

The Deputy Clerk will be responsible for various clerical, payroll,
Human Resource functions, bookkeeping, and utility activities. Process
bi-weekly payroll, pension, and deductibles maintain all payroll records,

and on-line filings. Payroll experience a plus. Assistant to the clerk
treasurer for budget, attend meetings as necessary, filing, preparing
reports, and serve and assist with utility billing activities, answering
phones, waiting on customers and other duties as assigned.
Applications will be accepted through October 2nd, 2026.
Please send résumé to Rhonda Gary,
331 E. Jackson St., P.O. Box 650, Cicero, IN 46034,

rgary@townofcicero.in.gov
Town’s application will be required which may be picked up in our office,
requested by e-mail or found at
https:/lwww.facebook.com/ciceroindiana
or on the Town’s website,

www.ciceroin.org

T LEEE T

LIFETIME LEGACY LAWYERS
Podcast

https://lifetimelegacylawyers.com

Women of Hope
presents

Telling The
‘Next Generation
Fostering Faith That Lasts
A Dynamic Seminar for Women ages 18-100+

Featuring Speakers
Cheryl Colburn
Paige Iwig
Lisa Jennings
Taylor Jennings
and
a Q&A Panel

Friday, September 18, 2026
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Hope Bible Fellowship
772 N 10th Street, Noblesville, IN 46060

Limited Enrollment
Pre-Registration Required
and Available through August 30
$20.00 (covers lunch and seminar materials)
To receive Registration details,
email info@hopebiblefellowship net

y Late Registration ($30.00)
Available September 1-6
Registration Closes on September 7

www.ReadTheRenorter.com



mailto:info%40hopebiblefellowship.net?subject=
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://www.ciceroin.org/
https://www.hhschuskies.org/community/hamilton-heights-alumni
https://wwpl.lib.in.us/
https://wwpl.lib.in.us/
https://www.indyjazzfest.net/
https://www.noblesville.in.gov/447/Boards-Commissions
https://readthereporter.com

10

Submitted

Ivy Tech Community
College Hamilton Coun-
ty will play host to a free
Business Financing Work-
shop from noon to 2 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 at Baker
Hill Headquarters, 1320
City Center Drive, #300,
Carmel. Register for this
free event at this link.

The workshop is part of
CEED to Success, a nation-
al pilot program designed
to expand entrepreneurship
and business financing ed-
ucation for underserved
founders, with a focus on
veteran, women, and mi-
nority owned businesses.
Through this initiative, Ivy
Tech Hamilton County is
partnering with Baker Hill,
the program’s founder, and
the National Association for
Community College Entre-
preneurship (NACCE) to
bring these resources to the
local community. CEED
stands for Community En-

trepreneurial ~ Ecosystem
Development.
“Entrepreneurs  need

more than a great idea to
build a successful busi-

ness. They need access to
the knowledge, relation-
ships, and resources that
can help turn that idea into
a sustainable company,”
said Joe Perry, Dean for the
Schools of Entrepreneur-
ship & Innovation, Busi-
ness, Logistics & Supply
Chain, Advanced Manu-
facturing, Engineering &
Applied Science, and In-
formation Technology at
Ivy Tech Hamilton County.
“Through this workshop,
we’re helping make the
financing process more
approachable while con-
necting Hamilton County
entrepreneurs with experts
who can help them take
their next step. This is ex-
actly the kind of hands-on,
community-focused learn-
ing that can strengthen our
local entrepreneurial eco-
system and create opportu-
nities for more businesses
to thrive.”

The workshop brings
together entrepreneurs,
lenders, and economic de-
velopment experts to help
attendees navigate the fund-
ing landscape. Program-

News & Opinion

Ivy Tech Hamilton County will hold free
workshop connecting local entrepreneurs
with lenders & business development experts

ming includes an overview
of resources for Hamilton
County entrepreneurs, and
a financing fundamentals
presentation led by Indiana
Members Credit Union.

“CEED to Success isn’t
just a program; it’s a cata-
lyst for systemic change,”
said Dirk Soma, Director
of Entrepreneurial Eco-
systems at Baker Hill. “By
working alongside NACCE
and aligning education, en-
trepreneurship and local
partnerships, we’re building
resilient ecosystems where
underserved entrepreneurs
don’t just start businesses;
they drive lasting, commu-
nity-centered impact.”

This collaboration un-
derscores a shared mission:
turning entrepreneurial
dreams into tangible suc-
cess stories by making
business loans more acces-
sible.

“Being bankable is
about more than securing
a loan,” said Trevor Haley,
VP of Commercial Under-
writing at Indiana Mem-
bers Credit Union. “It is
about building a business

that is positioned for long-
term success. Through this
program, we want to help

entrepreneurs  understand
the financial foundations
that inspire confidence
from lenders, investors,

and partners. By serving as
educators and trusted advi-
sors, financial institutions
can play an important role
in helping small businesses
grow and thrive.”

The importance of this
effort is reflected in the
broader small business
landscape: recent U.S.
Census data show that
women-owned and mi-
nority-owned firms each
represent more than one in
five employer businesses
nationwide, while veter-
an-owned businesses re-
main a significant force in
communities across the
country. As these entre-
preneurs continue to grow
their economic impact, ini-
tiatives like CEED to Suc-
cess help ensure they also
have clearer pathways to
the financing knowledge,
relationships and resources
needed to scale.

Letter to the Editor

Commissioner Steve
Dillinger endorses
Beth Sheller for Clerk

Dear Editor:

As your Hamilton County Commissioner for over
37 years, [ am happy to endorse and support Beth Shell-
er in her candidacy for Hamilton County Clerk.

I have had the privilege of knowing Beth for 17
years through her various leadership roles within the
county, which include serving on the Hamilton County
East Public Library Board and her service to the Ham-
ilton County Republican Party serving as Secretary.
Beth is the current Administrator for all elections in the
county, serving the elected Clerk.

Beth is a proven leader. I have witnessed her lead-
ership for many years and am confident in her ability to
continue the outstanding service provided by the Ham-
ilton County Clerk’s Office. Beth has shown her ability
to manage and oversee county elections with the high-
est level of diplomacy and integrity. Beth has remark-
able dedication and professionalism exhibited through
her service. Beth is without doubt qualified and ready to
be your Hamilton County Clerk in 2027!

Please join me in voting for Beth Sheller on Nov. 3
to be your next Hamilton County Clerk!

Steve C. Dillinger

Commissioner of Hamilton County

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can
submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter
will publish one letter per person per week.

CONGRESSWOMAN

VICTORIA SPARTZ

“ PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Constituent Services
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Help with Federal Agencies

I can help you when dealing with
federal agencies, including:

® Social Security issues
® Medicare claims

® Veterans benefits

® Passport assistance
® |RS questions

US Flag Requests

Obtain commemorative flags flown
over the US Capitol from my office.

Military Academy Nominations

High school students in our district

may contact my office to request a
nomination to attend one of our nation’s
service academies.

US Capitol and White House
Tour Requests

My office can help arrange tours
throughout our nation’s capital.

West District Office: (317) 848-0201
www.spartz.house.gov

East District Office: (765) 639-0671

When weather Is unpredictable, you can trust

Your Hometown Weatherman!



https://spartz.house.gov/
https://tinyurl.com/bdhm9wm9
http://paulpoteet.com

Everywhere

better or worse.

GUEST COLUMNIST
I go, I hear the That is why
same concern keeping Indiana
from  families: affordable  has
everything costs been one of my
more. Grocer- priorities at the
ies, electricity, Statchouse since
healthcare, prop- my first session
erty taxes, and in 2021. 1 sup-
the everyday ex- CHRIS JETER ported legislation
penses of raising | Sl Representative | o\tting  Indiana’s

a family have all
increased. Government can-
not control every price, but
we can control how much
government takes from your
paycheck and whether our
policies make the problem

individual income
tax rate from 3.15 percent in
2023 to 2.95 percent today,
with another reduction to
2.9 percent coming in 2027.
I also supported last year’s
property tax reform pack-

Opinion & News

Keeping Indiana atfordable for Hoosier families

age, which is projected to
save Hoosier homeowners
$1.3 billion over three years.
It includes a new homestead
credit of up to $300 and ad-
ditional relief for seniors,
veterans, farmers, and small
businesses.

We have worked on
utility bills, too. In 2022, I
voted to eliminate Indiana’s
utility receipts tax, requir-
ing utilities to pass that sav-
ings directly to customers
through lower rates. The re-
peal represented more than
$220 million annually in tax
relief. This year, I supported

House Enrolled Act 1002,
Indiana’s major utility-af-
fordability legislation, which
expands assistance for strug-
gling families, provides
more predictable billing and
strengthens protections for
residential customers.

And Indiana continues
to exempt most grocery
food from the state sales tax,
meaning families do not pay
Indiana’s 7 percent sales tax
on staples like bread, meat,
milk, fruits, and vegetables.

But there is more work
to do.

We need to keep driv-

Fall Bambird Scramble brings competitive
American Mahjong to Hamilton County

Submitted

Mahjong players across
central Indiana will come to
the tables this fall as Mahj in
the City expands its nation-
wide Bambird Scramble to
Hamilton County.

Presented in partner-
ship with Rack Rebel Co.
and Lucky Tiles Mahjong,
the scramble delivers struc-
tured, competitive Ameri-
can Mahjong to Hamilton
County. This summer, Rack
Rebel Co. debuted the Bam-
bird Scramble in Indiana
to help locals play more,
meet new people, and stay
connected through flexible,
self-scheduled ~ matches.
For the fall season, players
gain dedicated table access
to The Atelier, Lucky Tiles
Mahjong’s boutique stu-
dio in downtown Nobles-
ville, to host their scramble
games.

The Bambird Scram-
ble is designed for players
who already know basic
tile mechanics, understand
the Charleston, and can
play independently using
the current National Mah
Jongg League (NMJL) card.
Scramble participants pro-
pose and accept games on
their own schedules, track
scores and standings through
a custom platform. With
communities across the
country, the Bambird Scram-

ble brings together friendly
competition, real-life con-
nection, and more opportu-
nities to get to the table.

“Our mission has always
been to make American mah-
jong accessible, approach-
able, and fun for everyone,”
said Christina Stainbrook,
owner of Rack Rebel Co.
“The Bambird Scramble
solves the biggest challenge
after learning mahjong, find-
ing three other players. The
beauty of the scramble is its
flexibility; players use the
online system to find match-
es and score them. They can
play as much as they want
and it will automatically use
the two highest scores from
the week.”

The scramble officially
kicks off Sept. 14 and runs
through Nov. 15. Registra-
tion is open now; the cost
to participate in the official
NMIL ladder league is $75,
visit Mahj in the City to
register. As an official part-
ner and host venue, Lucky
Tiles Mahjong will open the
doors of The Atelier, its bou-
tique downtown Noblesville
studio located inside Lin-
den Tree, giving registered
scrambler participants dedi-
cated studio access to sched-
ule and complete matches.

“Mahjong has seen a
massive national renaissance
after gaining popularity in

the deep south following
the pandemic,” said Lau-
ren Price, owner of Lucky
Tiles Mahjong. “It’s a game
that brings people together
through a social experience.
Partnering with Rack Rebel
Co. allows us to bring the
excitement of the nation-
wide Bambird Scramble to
our community, while giving
participants a home at The
Atelier to connect, compete,
and enjoy community.”

Mahjong, a tile-based
game of skill and strategy
originating in 19th-century
China, has experienced a
resurgence across the Unit-
ed States. The American
variation uses a specialized
160-tile set and an annually
updated card published by
the NMJL, requiring players
to annually learn new hands
to win.

Instagram has become
the primary catalyst for the
modern American Mahjong
boom, transforming the
centuries-old pastime into
an aesthetic, design-driven
visual movement. Across
social feeds, vibrant pastel
acrylics and curated patterns
have replaced the game’s
original design roots. Short-
form Reels poking fun at
the competitive obsession,
often featuring spouses play-
ing dress-up to impersonate
their wives and seasoned

grandmothers at the table,
routinely rack up thousands
of views. As the trend ac-
celerates, players treat their
gear as decor, shopping a
retail spectrum that stretches
from $40 starter sets at big-
box craft stores to luxury,
$400-plus sets from bou-
tique retailers like Oh My
Mahjong.

“In a typical scram-
ble format, hosting usually
means you have to supply
all the gear,” Price said. “We
wanted to make competi-
tive play far more accessi-
ble. Hosting your scram-
ble matches at The Atelier
means everything is already
set up and waiting for you,
so anyone can participate
making it easier for new-
comers to explore the hob-
by without a huge financial
commitment.”

In addition to hosting
scramble matches, The Ate-
lier operates year-round in
Noblesville, offering regu-
lar open play, lessons, guid-
ed sessions, and events.
Registration for the Ham-
ilton County circuit of the
scramble is open now at
mahjinthecity.com/about-
the-scramble. For play-
ers wanting to get tourna-
ment-ready, reserve studio
table time, or view upcom-
ing beginner workshops, vis-
it luckytilesmahjong.com.

Jewish Federation of Greater Indianapolis names
Rebecca Schalit-Newman as Chief Executive Officer

The REPORTER

The Jewish Federation of
Greater Indianapolis (JFGI)
has announced that its Board
of Directors has voted to ap-
point Rebecca Schalit-New-
man as Chief Executive Of-
ficer, effective Sept. 6.

Schalit-Newman joined
JFGI as its Chief Develop-
ment Officer in 2023 and
was promoted to Deputy
Executive Director in March
2026.

Schalit-Newman brings
more than a decade of pro-
gressive leadership in Jew-
ish communal organizations
to the role, including senior
development posts at the
Jewish Federation of Great-
er Los Angeles, American
Friends of Tel Aviv Uni-
versity, and URJ Goldman
Union Camp Institute.

During her tenure at
JFGI, Schalit-Newman has
helped drive significant
growth in the Federation’s
philanthropic impact while
broadening engagement
across the entire commu-
nity. Under her leadership,
the Annual Campaign has
grown 18 percent, she has
secured more than $750,000
in new major-gift revenue,
including a transformation-
al  $500,000 endowment
gift, and she has strength-
ened Women’s Philanthro-
py through a new co-chair
and committee structure
that has expanded philan-

thropic leadership
and participation.
She has also built
stronger relation-
ships across the
broader commu-
nity, engaging
donors, fami-
lies, volunteers,
emerging leaders,
and community
partners in the Federation’s
mission and creating new
opportunities for people to
connect with, contribute to,
and shape the future of Jew-
ish life in Indianapolis.

“The Federation con-
ducted a national search for
our new leader, and it turned
out that the perfect candidate
was already right here, serv-
ing our Jewish community in
so many positive, productive
ways,” said Miriam Dant,
board president of the Jew-
ish Federation. “Rebecca has
the knowledge and relation-
ships to keep our momentum
going from day one, and the
vision to shape the future of
Federation and the Indianap-
olis Jewish community. I
could not be more pleased to
share this news today.”

“Indianapolis is my
home, and this community
has shaped who I am," said
Schalit-Newman. “I arrived
at the Federation with a
clear conviction: that this
organization was poised
for real growth and impact,
and that conviction has only

Schalit-Newman

deepened over the
past three years.
My commitment
to this work is
personal — I want
my children, and
the generations
after them, to
grow up with a
strong and mean-
ingful Jewish life
here. I'm honored to build
on the foundation we've
laid and to lead us into what
comes next.”
Schalit-Newman  suc-
ceeds Todd Maurer, who has
served as interim CEO since

March and has led the Fed-
eration’s day-to-day opera-
tions through the transition.

“We are confident Re-
becca is the right person to
lead JFGI at this moment,”
said Beth Klapper, co-chair
of the search committee.
“She brings energy, vision
and a demonstrated ability
to strengthen community
engagement, while also un-
derstanding the importance
of listening and working
collaboratively. We believe
she will build on the Federa-

See JFGI . . . Page 12
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do it. Indiana should remain
a place where families can
afford to live, work, raise
their children and retire.

I intend to keep fighting
to make sure it does.

State Rep. Chris Jeter
(R-Fishers) represents
House District 88, which
includes portions of Hamil-
ton, Hancock, Madison, and
Marion counties.

ing down property taxes,
demand affordable and re-
liable energy, confront Indi-
ana’s high healthcare costs,
and look for responsible
ways to reduce the everyday
cost of raising a family.

My standard is simple: if
government can responsibly
leave another dollar in the
pocket of a Hoosier family,
we should look for a way to

BUSINESS CARDS

Martini Monday $10 specialty & well marti

i
Tito’s Tuesday $7 single Tito’s drinks f
& $10 double Tito’s drinks or martinis

: Wine Wednesday 1/2 priced bottles of wine

Tito’s Thursday $7 single Tito’s drinks
& $10 double Tito’s drinks or martlnls;

Note: entrée required for all specials

e

] 3150E SR32 7 & v
~ Westfield ive music Wednesday and Fridays
Reservations 311-8 n 4-20 51
Recommended

Historical tuckpointing

Foundation repair & replacement
All things masonry

Nohlesville ﬂ,ﬂ,flll g
& Re

PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

@3 NOBLE BUSINESS ADVISORS

Wendy Stevens cra, CcGMA, MSA
Certified Business Advisor

Phone | 317.281.9063 = Fax 1 317.219.0510
wendy.stevens@wstevenscpa.com
52 South 9th Street, Suite 3 = Noblesville, IN 46060
www.wstevenscpa.com

W, Stevens LLP DEA Noble Busness Adviscrs

* Grant Research

= Proposal Writing
* Planning

= Other Fundraising

GRANTS & MORE
m

Your Road To Fundraising Success!

(317) 750-1204

www.greenavenue.info + amys@greenavenue.info

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks & Recreation!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events. =

z,'%d
iG@A

myhamiltoncountyparks.com « 317-770-4400

difference
« What's the market value of
my home?
« What is my process for buying
ahome?

« Who should I call for home
repairs/remodeling?

« How do I learn about building
anew home?

» Who should I call to refinance
my home?

« Who should I call when I have
someone who wants to buy
my home?

The Dani Robinson

Scan here to
view Dani’s
current listings.

Iimetag

Commerc1al opportunltles awalt an owner. W111 it be you?

20100 State
Road 37 N.
Noblesville, IN, 460603
This commercially zoned
property near Noblesville and

It features nearly an acre, paved

parking, and a 900-square-foot

building with high visibility. An
ideal business space.

Listed at $450,000
Talk :
am '~ Robinson

REALTOR®/BROKER/SRES

Cicero offers incredible potential.

bevourrown'boss!

102 Oak St

17090 River Road
Clolumbus, IN 47201 Noblesville, IN, 46062
This commercially zoned Rare commercial opportunity

property offers incredible
potential for various business
opportunities. Featuring a
900-square-foot building,
paved parking, and high

to grab an acre of land with
great road frontage zoned
I-2 heavy industrial. If you
have been looking for a place
for your outdoor storage to

visibility on nearly an acre, it’s build your business -
ideal for your business. look no further!
Listed at $250,000 Listed at $200,000
Jalkto
317.407.6969 Ticker

REALTORS

F &y’

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

DaniR@talktotucker.com
TalkToDani.com



http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://www.talktodani.com/
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2023/bills/house/1001/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2025/bills/senate/1/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2025/bills/senate/1/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2025/bills/senate/1/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2026/bills/house/1002/details
http://rackrebel.co/
https://www.mahjinthecity.com/about-the-scramble
https://www.instagram.com/p/DcgDiLAGsG5/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DM_SLpHyASj
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Dc1fGKBvvhr/
https://ohmymahjong.com/
https://ohmymahjong.com/
file:///F:/HCR%20Archive/2026/09%20September/09-08-26/Content/mahjinthecity.com/about-the-scramble
file:///F:/HCR%20Archive/2026/09%20September/09-08-26/Content/mahjinthecity.com/about-the-scramble
http://www.luckytilesmahjong.com
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News

JFGI

tion’s strong foundation and
help create new opportuni-
ties for people throughout
our community to connect,
participate and lead.”
Klapper added, “We
are exceptionally grateful
to Todd for stepping up to
lead the Federation during
this important period of
transition. Todd took on
the CEO responsibilities in
addition to his other profes-
sional work, giving gener-

ously of his time, energy
and leadership to ensure
that JFGI remained focused
on serving our community
and advancing its mission.
He provided stability and
continuity at a time when
that leadership was particu-
larly important.”

About the Jewish
Federation of Greater
Indianapolis

The Jewish Federation
of Greater Indianapolis is

from Page 11

the central address for Jew-
ish life in the region, con-
necting, mobilizing, and
inspiring the community to
care for those in need local-
ly and in Israel, strengthen
Jewish identity, and build
a vibrant Jewish life. JFGI
supports a broad network of
programs and services with
local agencies, partners and
synagogues. For more in-
formation, visit jewish
indianapolis.org.

‘Web Televizion

6:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
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7:30 pm

Fri Sept 4 - Footbhall
6:45 pm
6:50 pm
6:50 pm
6:50 pm
7:00 pm
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Search for HCTV1

HAMILTON
COUNTY
TELEVISION

Wed Sept 2 - Boys & Girls Soccer
5:45 pm Fishers vs Noblesville |Boys JV Gold Soccer | Noblesville Sports Network
6:00 pm Noblesville vs Fishers| Boys Junior Varsity | Fishers Sports Network

6:45 pm Fishers vs Noblesville | Girls C-Team Soccer | Noblesville Sports Network
7:30 pm Noblesville vs Fishers| Boys Varsity | Fishers Sports Network

Wed Sept 9 - Girls Soccer
5:30 pm Westfield vs Noblesville| JV Girls Soccer | HCTV Sports
7:00 pm Westfield vs Noblesville | Varsity Girls Soccer | Varsity |

www.HCTV1.com

On your Roku TV or Roku Device

ol

Thurs Sept 3 - Boys Soccer and Volleyball
Fishers vs Noblesville | 1V Volleyball | HCTV Sports

Brownshurg vs Noblesville | JV Boys Soccer | HCTV Sports

Greenwood Christian vs Covenant Christian | Varsity Volleyball |Indiana SRN
Fishers vs Noblesville | Varsity Volleyball | HCTV Sports

Brownsburg vs Noblesville | Varsity Boys Soccer | HCTV Sports

Sheridan vs Tri-Central | IHSAA Football | Bragg Sports Media
Pendleton Heights vs Kokomo | IHSAA Football
Purdue Poly vs Covenant Christian | IHSAA Football | Indiana SRN
Greenfield Central vs Mt Vernon| IHSAA Football | Indiana SRN
Noblesville vs Fishers | IHSAA Footbal | Fishers Sports Network

Sat Sept 5 - Freshman Football
10:00 am Noblesville vs Fishers| Boys Junior Varsity | Fishers Sports Network

Youl ) wwwHCTV2.com

On your Amazon Fire TV or Device
* Search for Hamilton County TV

* Sl liss

www.LoganStreetSigns.com

| Indiana SRN

Upcoming Broadcasts

HCTV Sports

ADLER

at the Historic Adler Building.
Contact Kim Watson at
317-773-1974 for details.

attorneys

136 SOUTH 9TH STREET
SUITE 400
NOBLESVILLE, IN 46060
317-773-1974
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RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE

1010 WEST 8TH STREET
SUITE 5
ANDERSON, IN 46016
765-642-2080

Time to order
your peony roots

The REPORTER

Get your fall garden
ready with premium pe-
ony roots, now available
for pre-order online at
indianapeonyfestival.com/
peony-roots.

Pre-ordered roots will be
ready for pickup or shipped
in late October, just in time
for the ideal fall planting
season. Peonies thrive in
fall, allowing them to estab-
lish strong roots over winter
and bloom into stunning
flowers come spring.

All roots are carefully
packed in lightly moist-
ened peat moss and come
with a variety name label.
All roots will have three
to five healthy eyes, and
you’ll also find a plant-
ing and care card with
easy planting instructions.
Once you receive your
root, it is advised to plant
as soon as possible.

Don’t wait; secure your
favorite peony roots today.
Pre-order now to guaran-
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tee you’ll receive the rare
and popular varieties before

Graphic provided

ony of the Year!
Enjoy fresh, healthy

they sell out. Hint: one of roots ready to plant for stun-

these might be our 2027 Pe-

ning blooms year after year.

Joani Hancock of Fishers
earns OSU scholarship

FERGUSON COLLEGE
OF AGRICULTURE

On Sept. 1, Joani Hancock of Fishers was honored by the Oklahoma State
University Ferguson College of Agriculture with the Joseph Fleming
Memorial Freshman Scholarship for the 2026-2027 academic year. This
scholarship is part of the more than $1.8 million that students receive
from the Ferguson College and its academic departments. Students
from all areas of study are considered for university scholarships,
which can be combined with college and departmental opportunities.
“We are proud to support our new students as they begin their academic
careers in the Ferguson College,” said Cynda Clary, associate dean of
academic programs. “We look forward to seeing the accomplishments
they will have and are grateful for our donors, who support these
scholarships and the success of our students.”

Photo provided

Explore the night sky at IU
Kokomo Observatory open house

By ISABEL CORREA
Student Contributor,
IU Kokomo

Have you ever looked
up at the night sky and won-
dered what is hiding beyond
the stars?

Community  members
and students will have the
chance to explore the uni-
verse during the U Ko-
komo Observatory Open
House beginning at 8 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 13, hosted
by Patrick Motl, professor
of physics. The event will
allow visitors to learn more

LYONS REALTY

about a NASA spacecraft
to some of the most fasci-
nating objects visible in the
night sky.

The evening will begin
with a presentation about
NASA’s Neil Gehrels Swift
Observatory. For more than
21 years, it has helped sci-
entists observe some of the
universe’s most powerful
and mysterious events. Motl
will discuss Swift’s mission,
its possible future re-entry
into Earth’s atmosphere and
efforts to boost the space-
craft into a higher orbit.

The Neil Gehrels Swift
Observatory was originally
designed to operate for only
about two years, yet it has
spent more than 21 years
exploring some of the uni-
verse’s most extreme and
mysterious events.

Swift was designed to
quickly detect gamma-ray
bursts, which are incredibly
powerful explosions that can
release enormous amounts
of energy in a matter of
seconds. These bursts can
occur when massive stars
collapse or when extreme-
ly dense objects collide in
space. Over the course of its
mission, Swift has helped
scientists observe and bet-
ter understand these distant
cosmic events, proving that
even a spacecraft expected

Photo provided by IlU Kokomo

to have a relatively short
mission can continue mak-
ing discoveries for decades.

After the presentation,
visitors may have the op-
portunity to see Saturn and
explore objects from the
summer constellations, in-
cluding the Ring Nebula
and Albireo, a striking dou-
ble star known for its con-
trasting colors.

The IU Kokomo Ob-
servatory is home to two
impressive telescopes
mounted together: a six-
inch Takahashi refracting
telescope and a 16-inch
Meade reflecting telescope.
The Takahashi provides a
sharp view of planets, while
the larger Meade telescope
collects more light, allow-
ing observers to see fainter
and more distant objects in
space.

Observation will contin-
ue through 10 p.m., weather
permitting.

Additional open houses
during the 2026-2027 aca-
demic year include from §
to 10 p.m. Oct. 11, March
14, April 11, and May 16;
and from 7 to 9 p.m. Nov.
8, Dec. 13, Jan. 10, and Feb.
14.

The Observatory is at
2660 S. Washington St.,
Kokomo. Free parking is
available on campus.


https://www.hctv1.com/
https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://www.lyons-realty.com/
https://www.indianapeonyfestival.com/peony-roots
https://www.indianapeonyfestival.com/peony-roots
https://www.indianapeonyfestival.com/peony-roots
https://jewishindianapolis.org/
https://jewishindianapolis.org/
https://readthereporter.com

By VICKIE
CORNELIUS PHIPPS

A Seat on the Aisle

Actors Theatre of Indi-
ana (ATI) opened its 2026-
2027 season last Friday
night, Sept. 4, with the re-
gional premiere of Never
Can Say Goodbye! 1f you
love the music of the 1970s,
Never Can Say Goodbye:
The ’70s Beehive Musical,
is a show you’re not going
to want to miss.

Running through Sept.
20 at ATI in Carmel in the
Studio Theatre at the Al-
lied Solutions Center for
the Performing Arts, this
high-energy musical cele-
bration takes audiences on a
nostalgic trip through one of
the most musically diverse
decades ever. And what a
decade it was!

The show brings to-
gether everything from folk
rock and classic rock to
hard rock and disco, with
terrific renditions of songs
associated with artists such
as Blondie, Helen Red-
dy, Heart, Roberta Flack,
Donna Summer, Linda
Ronstadt, and many more.
There is truly something
for everyone — and chanc-
es are, you’ll find yourself
singing along to more than
a few of these familiar fa-
vorites. What makes Never
Can Say Goodbye espe-
cially entertaining is the
sheer variety. One moment
you’re enjoying a beauti-
ful, soulful ballad, and the
next you're transported to
the dance floor with the ir-
resistible beat of *70s disco.
The music tells the story of
the decade, from its power-

ful female voices and rock
anthems to its unforgettable
pop and dance hits.

It’s more than a trip
down memory lane; it’s a
celebration of the incredi-
ble women and artists who
helped define the sound
and spirit of the *70s. If you
lived through the ’70s, this
show will bring back mem-
ories. If you didn’t, it’s a ter-
rific introduction to the mu-
sic that shaped a generation.
So put on your bell bottoms,
get ready to groove, and
head to ATI’s Studio The-
atre. Never Can Say Good-
bye: The '70s Beehive Mu-
sical is a fun, energetic, and
nostalgic evening of music
that reminds us just how
many great songs came out
of the *70s.

Returning cast mem-
bers from Beehive include
Rachel Dudt, Michaela Mc-
Garel, Kayla Perry, Riley
Francis, Kira Rangel and
new cast member Debo-
rah Mae Hill, who recently
appeared in ATI’s Sunset
Boulevard. Together, the
six-women cast brings the
music and spirit of the de-
cade to life with energy,
personality, and plenty of
opportunities to showcase
their individual talent.

Leading the production
is Carol Worcel, ATT’s res-
ident choreographer and a
longtime creative force in
Indianapolis theatre. Worcel
brings a particularly strong
connection to this material,
having directed and cho-
reographed ATI’s original
Beehive. Worcel brings a
natural understanding of the
style, movement, and ener-
gy needed to make this mu-

Beehive ladies take center stage
in this ATI’s 1970s music revue

Graphic & photo provided

The cast of Never Can Say Goodbye.

sic come alive onstage.

The production is un-
der the musical direction of
Ginger Stoltz, whose musi-
cal leadership helps create
the rich, energetic sound
that carries the show. Spe-
cial shout-out goes to gui-
tarist Bryan Hedrick, whose
impressive guitar work 1is
a highlight throughout the
production. Costumes are
bright and fun; in fact, I rec-
ognized a peasant dress that
was like the one I wore at

my high school graduation!

The show runs through
Sept. 20, with a Special
Event planned for the sec-
ond Sunday Talkback on
Sept. 13 that includes com-
plimentary beer from Bier
Brewery. Tickets and infor-
mation at atistage.org, or
by calling the Fifth Third
Bank Box Office at (317)
843-3800.

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle
at asota.wordpress.com.
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TODAY’S BIBLE READING

OBEDIENCE COMMANDED

You came near and stood at the foot of the
mountain while it blazed with fire to the very
heavens, with black clouds and deep darkness.
Then the Lord spoke to you out of the fire. You
heard the sound of words but saw no form,
there was only a voice. He declared to you his
covenant, the Ten Commandments, which he
commanded you to follow and then wrote them
on two stone tablets. And the Lord directed me at
that time to teach you the decrees and laws you
are to follow in the land that you are crossing the

Jordan to possess.
Deuteronomy 4:11-14 (NIV)

— JACKSON TOWNSHIP —

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO APPROVE THE TOWNSHIP’S
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN

Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of Jackson Township, Hamilton County,
Indiana that the Jackson Township Board will meet on Monday September 21st,
at 7450 E. 266th Street, Arcadia, IN 46030 at 6:00 pm to consider the adoption of
the Township’s Capital Improvement Plan.

Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have the right to comment. The
Capital Improvement Plan as adopted will be referred to the Department of Local
Government Finance (DLGF).

R8637 9/8/26, 9/14/26
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Honoring, Remembering, & Celebraling

317.984.3614

www.hartleyfuneralhomes.com

Pre-Arrangements
Celebrations of Life
Grief Support
Monwments

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries

The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families
for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday
also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask
that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at

ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.
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Contact Information

317-773-2584
Our family has been serving Hamilton County since 1953
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Funeral Homes

1685 Westfield Road, Noblesville
1150 Logan Street, Noblesville
12010 Allisonville Road, Fishers

Email
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Web Address
ReadTheReporter.com

Publisher Stu Clampitt
765-365-2316

Subscription Inquiries
Subscribe@ReadTheReporter.com
765-585-9519

Advertising & Public Notices
Ads@ReadTheReporter.com
765-365-2316

Mailing Address
136 S. 9th St., Suite 12
Noblesville, IN 46060
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20971 Shoreline 6178 NORTH 18532 ORIENTAL 18149 ATLANTIC 2513 SHERIDAN
Unit 410 WOODHAVEN DR. OAK COURT RoAD COURT
NOBLESVILLE MCCORDSVILLE NOBLESVILLE NOBLESVILLE CICERO

Enjoy low-maintenance This turnkey 3BR, 2BA ranch Beautiful 4BR, 2BA 2 Own this charming 1.5-acre This desirable 3BR, 2BA

waterfront living in this in McCordsville features half baths in Oakmont of country retreat! Features Cicero ranch on .44 acres

features a remodeled kitchen

with quartz counters, wood-
burning fireplace, spacious
primary suite, and private,
wooded backyard with two
storage sheds. Lake access

2,000+ sq ft, 4BR, 2BA, and
a new roof. Enjoy a cozy

Noblesville. Situated on over
half an acre (.68) wooded lot
featuring a screened porch
and finished basement along
with a three car tandem
garage. This move-in ready

gated 2BR, 2BA Morse Lake
condo. Features include
fresh paint, new carpet,
boat slip, two garage spots,
storage, and stainless
kitchen. Luxury meets

fresh paint, granite counters,
and LVP flooring. Enjoy the
new wood privacy fence and
covered deck. Community pool
and playground are steps away!
New price $304,900

fireplace, spacious kitchen,

and fenced yard. Perfectly
located near Hamilton
Town Center and I-69.

convenience. property awaits you. Won't last long! and boat docks.
Listed at $299,900 Listed at $559,900 Listed at $274,900 Listed at $339,900
“ Talkto
SPEAK The Deakyne Team SpeakToDeak.com I
REALTORS®

#

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

TO DEAK!” 317695.6032 JENNIEER | 317.439.3258 PEGGY

The Reporter: Accurate. Balanced. Local.
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