
The REPORTER
Nickel Plate Heritage Rail-

road will hold its second annu-
al Community Day at Hobbs 
Station in Noblesville’s Forest 
Park. The fun will take place 
from noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 13.

The free, family-friendly 
event will celebrate Nobles-
ville’s railroad heritage while 
bringing the community together 
for a day of education, entertain-
ment, and hands-on experiences. 

Guests will have the oppor-
tunity to explore historic rail-
road equipment and learn more 
about the history and preserva-
tion efforts of the Nickel Plate 
Heritage Railroad. Activities 
will include touch-a-truck dis-
plays, food vendors, garage 
sale, entertainment, train safety 
information, and tours of histor-
ic train cars. 

Take a ride on the train 
with $5 Caboose Rides 

Nickel Plate Heritage Rail-
road will $5 Caboose Rides 
during Community Day. 

This is a highlight of Commu-
nity Day and offers guests the 
chance to experience a 15-min-
ute rail journey with a scenic 
view of the White River. Guests 

will need to book their Caboose 
Ride tickets ahead of Commu-
nity Day, as these tickets sell 
out quickly. Go to nickelplate-
express.com/train-rides.

By TODD CLEVENGER
Cicero Kiwanis Club

For many children, the 
Scholastic Book Fair is one of 
the most exciting times of the 
school year.

They walk through the 
doors and see tables filled with 
colorful book covers, familiar 
characters, new adventures 
and stories waiting to be dis-
covered. For some children, 
choosing which book to take 
home is the hardest decision 
they will make that day.

For others, however, the 
decision has already been 
made.

Not every child has money 
to spend at the book fair. While 
classmates search for their fa-
vorite book and eagerly make 
their selections, some students 
know they will leave emp-
ty-handed – not because they 
don't want to read, but because 
purchasing a book simply isn't 
an option.

The Cicero Kiwanis Club 

believes every child should 
have the opportunity to experi-
ence the excitement of choos-
ing a book of their own.

That is why the club creat-
ed Books for a Bright Future, 

a program that ensures every 
student at Hamilton Heights 
Elementary School receives 
a new, age-appropriate book 
during the Scholastic Spring 
Book Fair, at no cost to the 

student or their family.
Today, approximately 850 

children benefit from the pro-
gram.

The REPORTER
Last month, The God-

dard School of Carmel 
City Center, 160 Medical 
Drive, Carmel, held a do-
nation drive for flood vic-
tims. After consulting with 
people in charge of disas-
ter relief efforts to find a 
need that was not being 
filled through standard do-
nation efforts, the school 
chose to ask parents for 
baby wipes. 

Goddard School Di-
rector of Operations April 
Clay asked for one box 
per child. The request 
went out during the after-
noon of Monday, Aug. 17, 
with the goal of getting 
150 packages of wipes. 
Parents were told that if 
they reached the goal of 
150 packages by Friday, 
all the kids would get a 
pajama day.

According to Clay, as 
of Friday morning, Aug. 
21, they had exceeded that 

goal by more than a factor 
of 100.

The Carmel Goddard 
kiddos got their pajama 

day and all the wipes were 
donated to Northview 
Church, 12900 Hazel Dell 
Parkway Suite 1, Carmel.
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Our state’s August 
2026 natural disasters 
are a nightmare none 
of us will forget. I not 
only witnessed the 
flooding here in Cen-
tral Indiana, but the 
damage in Northwest 
Indiana from the tor-
nadoes. 

My best friend, 
Stacey, lives in Por-
tage. She was thrilled to have her daughter 
Katie and her family visiting from Hawaii 
(Katie is in the Air Force). I decided to 
take Wednesday, Aug. 12, off to see them 
all for lunch.

Unfortunately, on Tuesday, Aug. 11, 
tornadoes hit the region hard, knocking 
down trees and causing widespread pow-
er outages. I asked if we were still meeting 
and they told me to come on up. I encoun-
tered a nasty storm as I made my way to the 
restaurant in Crown Point that Wednesday 
where we were meeting. My guardian an-
gel did wonders and I remained calm as I 
drove through the downpour, thunder, and 
lightning for a half hour.

Witnessing the damage was heartbreak-
ing, and seeing the long lines for gas was 
like something out of a news clip from the 
1970s. Many gas stations were closed due 
to loss of power. I began to pray for every-
one up there.

We still enjoyed lunch and each oth-
er’s company. I felt sad for the region and 
continued to pray for everyone on my way 
home. Little did I know what was going to 
hit my area of Indiana two days later. 

I live three blocks from the flooding 
in the Southwest Quad neighborhood 
of Noblesville. The following weekend 
brought tears to my eyes as I witnessed 
the flooding there and in other areas. I 
felt so helpless, with the mayor encour-
aging us all to stay home. I understood 
his reasons, but the urge to do something 
was powerful.

Since that terrible weekend, Hamilton 
County has certainly opened opportunities 
to “do something,” and I’m so proud. From 
SERVE Noblesville’s efforts headquartered 
at our county fairgrounds, to local nonprof-
its like Good Samaritan and St. Vincent De 
Paul, to businesses like Home Depot, we’ve 
come together and accomplished so much 
in just a few short weeks. It’s been wonder-
ful to help others in recent weeks.

AMY SHANKLAND
Perfectly Imperfect

COLUMNIST
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Goddard families have 
huge hearts for service

Photo provided by The Goddard School of Carmel City Center

Carmel’s annual Roundabout 
Ride returns Sunday, Sept. 13
Submitted by 
City of Carmel

The City of Carmel and 
Bike Carmel invite cyclists 
of all fitness levels to par-
ticipate in one of the com-
munity’s signature annual 
traditions, the Roundabout 
Ride, taking place at 8 am. 
Sunday, Sept. 13.

Presented by American 
Structurepoint, Inc. as the 
Title Sponsor, this year’s 
event offers cyclists a sce-
nic morning of fitness, com-
munity, and safety through 
Carmel’s renowned round-
about network.

The event features 
multiple options tailored 
to different skill levels, in-
cluding the Cool Creek 
Family Health 10-Mile 
Wellness Route ($10), 
alongside the standard 25-
mile ($25) and 50-mile 
($50) courses.

Due to safety guidelines 
and route management, 
caps will be enforced for the 
longer distances:

• 25-Mile Route: 
Capped at 100 riders

• 50-Mile Route: 
Capped at 50 riders

Organizers encourage 
participants to register early, 
as spots are expected to fill 
quickly.

The ride begins and ends 
in Midtown Plaza, where 
participants will celebrate 
at the finish line. The post-
ride event features a compli-
mentary meal and beer, live 
music and post-ride recov-
ery provided by Renova To-
tal Health, the event's VIP 
Recovery Sponsor.

While roads will re-

main open to vehicle traffic 
throughout the morning, the 
Carmel Police Department 
will be stationed at key in-
tersections along the routes 
to direct traffic and ensure a 
safe environment for all par-
ticipants.

Event sponsors & 
vendors

The City of Carmel and 
Bike Carmel extend thanks 
to the generous partners 
making the 2026 Round-
about Ride possible:

Photo provided by City of Carmel

See Ride . . . Page 2

A book can change a child’s future
Cicero Kiwanis Club invites the community to support ‘Books for a Bright Future’

Photo provided by Cicero Kiwanis Club
Thanks to the Books for a Bright Future program, approximately 850 children benefit.

See Book . . . Page 2

Family fun at Nickel Plate Express Community Day

Photos provided by Nickel Plate Heritage Railroad
Bring your young train conductors to Community Day at Hobbs Station in Forest 
Park. They can even enjoy a ride on the Nickel Plate Express Caboose for $5!

https://nickelplateexpress.com/train-rides
https://nickelplateexpress.com/train-rides
http://paulpoteet.com
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://wishtv.com
https://readthereporter.com
https://bgcni.org/
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For many of those chil-
dren, that book is more than 
just something to read. It is 
an adventure. A mystery. A 
new favorite character. A rea-
son to put down a screen and 
open a book. Perhaps, most 
importantly, it may be the 

beginning of a lifelong love 
of reading.

The funds that make 
Books for a Bright Future 
possible are raised largely 
through the Kiwanis Club 
of Cicero's annual Dinner 
and Silent Auction, and the 
community is invited to 
come together for an eve-
ning of good food, fellow-
ship, and fun, all while mak-
ing a difference in the lives 
of local children.

The Books for a Bright 
Future Dinner & Silent Auc-
tion will be held from 5:30 
to 10 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
26, at the South Harbour 
Clubhouse, 1156 S. Harbour 
Drive, Noblesville.

Guests will enjoy dinner 
and have the opportunity to 
browse and bid on a variety 
of silent auction items, with 
proceeds helping put books 
directly into the hands of 
children in our community.

Tickets are $55 per per-
son or $100 per couple, with 
dinner selections including 
Chicken Piccata or Pork Ri-
beye.

But the impact of the eve-
ning will extend far beyond 
one dinner or one auction.

Every ticket purchased, 
every auction item donated 
and every winning bid helps 
make sure that when a child 
walks into the book fair, they 
don't have to stand on the 
sidelines while others choose 
a book.

They get to choose one, 
too.

And the Cicero Kiwanis 
Club is not stopping there.

Because of the success 
and importance of Books 
for a Bright Future, the club 
plans to expand the program 
into Hamilton Heights Mid-
dle School next year, giving 
even more students the op-
portunity to select and own 
books of their own.

Getting children excited 
about reading at a young age 
can make a lasting difference. 
A child who discovers the joy 
of reading may carry that love 
with them for the rest of their 
life. Sometimes all it takes is 
the right book finding its way 
into the right child's hands.

That is what Books for a 
Bright Future is all about.

The Cicero Kiwanis Club 
hopes the community will 
join them on Sept. 26 – not 
just for a wonderful meal or 
the opportunity to take home 
a great auction item, but for 
the chance to invest in the fu-
ture of local children.

Because somewhere 
among those 850 students 
may be a child who discovers 

their favorite author. A future 
teacher, writer, scientist, en-
trepreneur, or community 
leader who finds inspiration 
between the pages of a book.

And it all may begin with 
one book they otherwise 
would not have been able to 
purchase.

As the saying goes, “A 
book is a gift you can open 
again and again.”

On Sept. 26, the com-
munity has an opportunity 
to help give that gift to hun-
dreds of local children – and 
soon, even more.

For ticket information or 
to purchase tickets online, 
visit the Cicero Kiwanis 
Books for a Bright Future 
Dinner & Silent Auction 
ticket page.

The Cicero Kiwanis Club 
invites everyone to bring a 
spouse, friend, neighbor, or 
fellow book lover and spend 
an evening helping ensure 
that every child has the op-
portunity to discover the joy 
that can be found between 
the covers of a book.

Because no child should 
have to walk out of a book 
fair empty-handed.

In Northwest Indiana, 
local churches, schools, 
nonprofits, trustees, and 
businesses offered relief to 
many along with the Unit-
ed Way. Stacey said many 
individuals reached out to 
help one another, and Por-
tage Mayor Austin Bonta 
(like our Mayor Chris Jen-
sen) did an outstanding job 
for all.

I’m proud of our Indiana 

communities. When disas-
ters like this happen, I’m 
reminded of Mr. Rogers’ 
wisdom:

“When I was a boy and 
I would see scary things in 
the news, my mother would 
say to me, ‘Look for the 
helpers. You will always see 
people that are helping.’” 

Mr. Rogers is right. Our 
county, and the ones in the 
region, certainly united and 

brought together the help-
ers. May we all continue to 
work together to strength-
en our communities in the 
weeks and months ahead.

Amy Shankland is an 
empty-nester, writer, and 
fundraising professional 
living in Noblesville with 
her husband John and two 
dogs. You can reach her via 
email at amys@greenave-
nue.info.

• Title Sponsor: Ameri-
can Structurepoint, Inc.

• Wellness Route Spon-
sor (10-Mile Route): Cool 
Creek Family Health

• VIP Recovery Spon-
sor: Renova Total Health

• Beverage Sponsor: 
Fork + Ale House

• Supporting Sponsors: 

Goodman Campbell Brain 
and Spine, Learn2Ride, 
MC Nutrition, Renewal by 
Andersen

• Food provided by: 
Fillers Stuffed Burgers 
food truck

To register or learn 
more about the 2026 
Roundabout Ride, visit 
this website or follow Ex-
perienceCarmel on social 
media.

Interested in volun-
teering at the Roundabout 
Ride? Click here for more 
information.

Ride
from Page 1

Communiities
from Page 1

Book
from Page 1

https://noblesvillesports.com/
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/zach-rinehart
https://www.facebook.com/BethShellerforHamiltonCountyClerk/
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter/videos
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVxSMppWKB7X9MqyOMeeDd1_lvKriphChNgol85xFREga49A/viewform
mailto:amys%40greenavenue.info?subject=
mailto:amys%40greenavenue.info?subject=
https://www.bikereg.com/bike-carmel-roundabout-ride
https://www.bikereg.com/bike-carmel-roundabout-ride
https://www.facebook.com/experiencecarmel
https://www.facebook.com/experiencecarmel
https://www.facebook.com/experiencecarmel
https://tinyurl.com/2nwvjj3e
https://qr.io/r/jo4nQy
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Bike the rails from Forest Park
to Downtown Noblesville

Holiday Light
railbikes

Make a new holiday tradition!

NEW!

tickets on sale now!

November 14-January 2

nickelplateexpress.com

with Hamilton County Parks & Recreation!

Our parks o�er a wide 
range of amenities and 
programs such as:

Beautiful trails
Recreational areas
Playgrounds
Special events
And more!

Explore.
Play.
Connect.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Floodwaters recede. Kindness doesn’t.
It’s next to 

impossible to put 
into words the 
devastation that 
hundreds of our 
neighbors expe-
rienced during 
the recent floods. 
Heck, so many 
will experience 
it for months and 
even years to 
come.

We were fortunate not 
to experience direct loss of 
life during this tragic event. 
There are countless sto-
ries to be told, heroes to be 
recognized and folks to be 
thanked.

No single person could 
do justice to the lengthy 
list of people worthy of be-
ing thanked, so rather than 
trying to do that and miss 
too many people, I’d like 
to share several things that 
struck me as profoundly 
Hamilton County. These are 
things that are part culture, 
part heart, and part DNA. 
I’ve worked on many di-
sasters, with Katrina being 
worse by far, but never have 
I seen a community stand in 
the gap the way ours did this 
past month.

Here are points for the 
readers to consider.

1). The first line of as-
sistance was our first re-
sponders, 911, EMS, Police, 
and Fire, often putting their 
own lives at risk to check 
on, serve, and even extri-
cate people from impend-
ing tragedy. They did their 
jobs in a professional and 
unwavering manner. They 
deserve our thanks.

2). Immediate triage re-
lief came from our neigh-
bors, friends, family, and 
churches.

3). Egos, labels, and ti-
tles vanished. For days and 
days, we were all just Hoo-
siers helping people who 

are hurting and in 
trouble. It was an 
immutable force 
of nature that no 
one would be able 
to stop. I’d like to 
think of it as our 
community. 

4). Anything 
people needed, 
someone was 
there to step up, 

fill in, or help remedy the 
need. 

5). Even before the wa-
ters began to recede, local 
and county governments 
entrenched and began the 
recovery. It was the best of 
local governments. Chari-
table groups both local and 
national appeared on the 
scene to aid in the recovery. 

6). This is a long-term 
recovery that will impact us 
for years. 

During all this, Feeding 
Team was not exempt from 
the flooding. We had five 
pantries impacted, with a 
large loss of food. One pan-
try was engulfed in flood 
waters to the pitch of its 
roof, yet wonderfully did 
not float away.

But as the water reced-
ed, kindness didn’t.

Almost immediately, 
donations began to arrive. 
Monetary donations from 
people around Central In-
diana who just wanted to 
help our communities heal. 
Food donations jumped 
incredibly as people want-
ed to make sure that food 
would be available to any-
one in need. One pantry 
near the White River at 
206th Street was stocked 
and restocked four times in 
three days by kindhearted 
people who wanted zero 
recognition for what they 
were doing. They merely 
wanted to help those hurt-
ing in our midst.

It can’t go without being 

said, we live in an incred-
ibly special community. 
A place where help is just 
around the corner. In our 
case, volunteer brigades of 
people with bleach and lots 
of elbow grease got these 
pantries cleaned, refreshed, 
and back in service in a mat-
ter of a day or two after the 
water receded. The pantry 
maintenance team repaired 
what needed to be fixed al-
most immediately. We can’t 
thank people enough for 
their kindness to our neigh-
bors or their kindness to the 
Feeding Team.

As a good friend of mine 
recently said, “We prepare 
for these rainy days and a 
few weeks ago, it rained! 
Well, someday (hopefully in 
another 113 years or more) 
it will rain again. I can’t 
imagine it, but I’m confi-
dent that our neck of the 
woods will step up when-
ever and however needed. 
I couldn’t be prouder of our 
communities, county, state, 
and neighbors. 

From the front lines 
of fighting hunger, life is 
changing in real time. We 
see increases in gap fami-
lies looking to get through 
a tough time. The floods 
made that worse. The num-
bers are changing as the 
economy ebbs and flows. 
People who have never ex-
perienced food insecurity 
are searching for a solu-
tion. Many find Feeding 
Team through our social 
media and through word 
of mouth. But others don’t 
know that these resources 
are available.

If you find your fami-
ly in need, please contact 
us, find a pantry at Feed-
ingTeam.org, and follow 
us on social media to learn 
about upcoming food distri-
bution events. Please share 
our message with those that 

are in need too. We rely on 
neighbors to help neighbors 
connect with those who are 
in need. Thank you.
About FeedingTeam.org

More than 44,000 peo-
ple in Hamilton County 
struggle with food needs. 
FeedingTeam.org is a reg-
istered 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
that offers outdoor, no-
questions-asked food pan-
tries that are open 24/7, all 
year long. These pantries 
help families who may not 
qualify for other programs 
but still need a few meals to 
get by.

We are so thankful for 
all the volunteers, hosts, 
donors, and sponsors who 
help us every day. We love 
serving our neighbors and 
seeing how your generos-
ity changes lives. Hunger 
doesn’t always look the 
way people think it does, 
and every meal makes a big 
difference.

A simple can of food can 
mean everything to a parent 
who has nothing left to feed 
their kids. A few meals can 
change someone’s life.

If you’d like to help, 
there are many volunteer 
opportunities. We are also 
looking for new spots for 
future pantries. If you know 
a good location, please con-
tact us.

Mark and Lisa Hall are 
the Founders of Feeding 
Team. They may be reached 
at lisa@feedingteam.org 
and mark@feedingteam.org 
or by calling (317) 832-1123.

MARK HALL

COLUMNIST

The Feeding Team Feature

FeedingTeam.org
Facts

• 81 outdoor pantries
• Two drive-thru food
  pick-ups monthly and
  two in-office food
  pick-ups monthly
• 20,000 meals per month
• Over 30 volunteer families

The O’Connor House’s Baby 
on the Way 5K is almost here!
The REPORTER

You’re invited to cele-
brate 21 years of ministry 
with The O’Connor House 
at the annual Baby on the 
Way 5K.

The 5K Run/Walk road 
race starts at 9 a.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 20 at Guerin Catholic 
High School, 15300 Gray 
Road, Noblesville. Plus: 
there will be a free Fun 
Run for kids aged 10 and 
under immediately follow-
ing the 5K.

The race is open to adults 
and children of all ages and 
abilities. Whether you're 
racing, walking, cheering, 

or pushing a stroller, it's a 
morning full of community, 
fun, and purpose. Get regis-
tered today!

Grab your family and 
friends and come run with 
the good folks of The 
O’Connor House as they 
continue to work towards 
the organization’s mission of 
improving the lives of both 
mothers and children by pro-
viding a Christian home for 
pregnant, single women ex-
periencing homelessness.

Sponsorship informa-
tion is available at this link.

See you at the starting 
line!

StoryPoint Group acquires 
Woodland Terrace of Carmel
The REPORTER

StoryPoint Group wel-
comes three new commu-
nities – formerly Woodland 
Terrace of Carmel by New 
Perspective, Woodland Ter-
race of Danville by New 
Perspective, and Woodland 
Terrace of New Palestine 
by New Perspective – into 
its family of communities 
under the new names: Sto-
ryPoint Carmel, StoryPoint 
Danville, and StoryPoint 
New Palestine.

The official transition 
took place on Sept. 1.

StoryPoint Carmel of-
fers independent living, as-
sisted living, and memory 
care. The community is lo-
cated at 689 Pro-Med Lane, 
Carmel. To speak with the 
StoryPoint Carmel team, 
call (317) 343-8481.

The new communities 
are part of a network of 
sister communities across 
Greater Indianapolis: Inde-
pendence Village of Avon, 
Independence Village of 
Carmel, Independence Vil-

lage of Fishers East, Inde-
pendence Village of Fishers 
South, and Independence 
Village of Zionsville West.

While the communities’ 
names may be new, seniors 
and families in Greater In-
dianapolis will continue to 
receive the highest-quali-
ty care that is the standard 
across all StoryPoint Group 
communities. For more than 
40 years, StoryPoint Group 
communities across the na-
tion have been trusted to 
provide residents with the 
absolute best experience 
they deserve. With person-
alized support, intentional 
memory care, unique ame-
nities and features, engaging 
life enrichment activities, 
award-winning culinary 
programming, and more, 
seniors can expect opportu-
nities to shine every day.

To learn more, visit Sto-
ryPoint.com.

When weather is unpredictable, you can trust
Your Hometown Weatherman!

Thanks for 
reading!

https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
http://www.feedingteam.org
http://www.feedingteam.org
https://feedingteam.org/
mailto:lisa@feedingteam.org
mailto:mark@feedingteam.org
https://tinyurl.com/BabyOnTheWay2026
https://tinyurl.com/BabyOnTheWay2026
https://tinyurl.com/BabyOnTheWay2026sponsor
https://www.storypoint.com/
https://www.storypoint.com/
http://paulpoteet.com
https://bit.ly/2sAAwOB
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Photos provided by Beef & Boards
There was some debate on the official count of how many instruments are played during Ring 
of Fire at Beef & Boards Dinner Theater. We encourage you to try to keep count and let us know 
what number you come up with at News@ReadTheReporter.com. While we’d appreciate a list, 
we’ll take a raw number. We have our unofficial count. Beef & Boards shared theirs. We can’t 
promise cash or prizes, but if we twist the publisher’s arm hard enough he might at least spring 
for some end-of-summer ice cream if you get it right. Of course, the only way to participate is 
to go to the show to make your count. And if you see Ring of Fire on stage, you’ve already won 
by choosing a great way to spend an evening with someone whose taste in music is top notch! 
Purchase your tickets now at BeefAndBoards.com.

How many instruments does it take 
to stage a Johnny Cash musical?

Rokita files lawsuit against 
Amazon over hidden

auction fees for advertisers
Submitted by Office of 
AG Todd Rokita

Following a monumen-
tal settlement announce-
ment with Meta, Indiana 
Attorney Gener-
al Todd Rokita, 
along with the 
Federal Trade 
C o m m i s s i o n 
(FTC) and 20 oth-
er states, filed a 
federal lawsuit on 
Tuesday, Sept. 1, 
accusing Amazon 
of overcharging 
businesses by po-
tentially billions of dollars 
through a rigged auction 
system for online ads. 

The complaint alleges 
Amazon artificially raised 
prices, deceived advertisers, 
and took steps to conceal 
the scheme, in violation of 
federal and state law. 

Amazon sells advertis-
ing across its platform to 
businesses trying to reach 
its massive customer base, 
including many small busi-
nesses and job creators. 
Those ads were sold through 
what Amazon described as 
“second-price” auctions: 
the winning bidder pays 
only the minimum needed 
to beat the next-highest bid. 
In that system, a $5 winner 
would pay $3.01 if the sec-
ond-place bid was $3. 

“Amazon’s secret sur-
charges and deceptive auc-
tion practices put profits 
ahead of the hardworking 
Hoosier businesses and 
consumers who rely on 
a fair marketplace,” AG 
Rokita said. “We are taking 
action to restore transpar-
ency, protect our job cre-
ators and ensure Amazon 
follows the same rules as 
everyone else.” 

The lawsuit alleges that 
while Amazon publicly de-
scribed a second-price sys-
tem, it quietly replaced the 

true second-place price with 
a higher, internally calcu-
lated figure that was more 
profitable for Amazon. The 
company never disclosed 

those replace-
ments, which it 
referred to inter-
nally as surcharg-
es. Amazon also 
acted as both auc-
tioneer and seller.

Those inflated 
ad prices raise 
costs for products 
bought and sold 
on the platform, 

harming Hoosier consumers 
and small businesses. 

According to the com-
plaint, Amazon tested, hid, 
and strengthened this pric-
ing strategy from 2018 to 
the present. Over time, the 
company probed how far 
it could push the markup 
before advertisers noticed. 
The lawsuit alleges substan-
tial potential damages from 
years of that conduct. 

The complaint charges 
that Amazon’s practices vi-
olate Indiana’s Deceptive 
Consumer Sales Act through 
unfair, abusive, and decep-
tive acts, as well as other 
federal and state statutes. 
Plaintiffs seek restitution for 
affected Hoosiers and busi-
nesses, including recovery 
of financial losses; injunc-
tive relief to stop further vio-
lations; civil penalties of up 
to $5,000 per knowing vio-
lation; and reimbursement 
of the attorney general’s in-
vestigative costs. 

The complaint is avail-
able here. 

Hoosiers are encour-
aged to contact the Office 
of the Indiana Attorney 
General about any suspect-
ed scams or scam attempts. 
Consumers can file a com-
plaint by visiting indiana-
consumer.com or calling 
1-800-382-5516.

Rokita

Letter to the Editor

The Mighty Oak

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter 

will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
Many of us know the high value of trees and how 

they benefit our ecosystem, but they also benefit our 
physical and mental well-being. Taking a walk outdoors 
or just standing under a tree brings a sense of peace and 
renewal to our spirit.

Many of us know the value of trees. Just to review: 
trees help reduce soil erosion, trap carbon while reduc-
ing air pollution, and reduce water runoff and flooding. 
By providing shade, they help with natural cooling, 
lowering temperatures in cities and use of air condi-
tioning. Trees provide a buffer for noise and homes for 
insects and wildlife.

But there is no other tree that is quite like the 
“Mighty Oak.” Oaks are a powerful keystone species 
in nature, providing a home for hundreds of species 
of caterpillars needed by bird parents to feed and raise 
their babies.

Doug Tallamy, entomologist and longtime Univer-
sity of Delaware professor, talks about “host” trees – 
trees that serve as the most important food sources for 
birds and wildlife. Oaks are hosts to more butterflies 
and moths than any other tree species. They also pro-
vide a home to large numbers of beetles and leafhop-
pers, which in turn give sustenance to birds and other 
insect-eating animals. An oak tree can produce three 
million acorns in its lifetime. Imagine the wildlife that 
will visit under that tree to enjoy the bounty such as 
deer, wild turkeys, foxes, opossums, and more.

Mr. Tallamy mentions that oak leaves decompose 
slower and calls it “priceless litter” that gives a safe 
place to countless creatures, many of which overwinter 
in those leaves only to emerge in the middle of spring. 
He strongly advises to “Leave the Leaves,” of which 
I have a sign in the fall in one of my beds that says 
just that. Allowing the undisturbed leaf litter to remain 
throughout the winter means fungi and bacteria (na-
ture’s natural maids) enabling plant roots to absorb nu-
trients and so insects can stay warm and dry.

Consider this: wait to clean up your yard or flower 
beds until the daytime temperature is consistently 50 
degrees in the spring. Move leaves and mulch to a hid-
den corner of the yard instead of throwing them away 
immediately, giving late-arising bugs a chance to crawl 
out. It can be quite a challenge for trees, insects, and 
wildlife to survive.

Give Mother Nature a chance. Let’s keep nature 
natural.

Nancy Tatum
Carmel

Hamilton County concludes debris collection
Nearly 3,000 cubic yards of debris removed during flood recovery effort
The REPORTER

Today, Sept. 3, Hamil-
ton County concludes its 
curbside flood debris collec-
tion program as the county 
transitions from widespread 
debris removal to long-term 
recovery efforts.

The county has expe-
rienced a significant drop 
in the amount of materi-
al being placed curbside 
in flood-affected neigh-
borhoods. Residents with 
remaining debris should 

place it curbside Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday 
where crews can safely ac-
cess it and call the Flood 
Hotline at (317) 645-3261 
to have their address added 
to the final pickup list.

After the holiday week-
end, crews will make 
one final sweep through 
flood-affected areas to 
identify and collect any re-
maining debris. That effort 
will officially end the coun-
ty’s special flood debris 

collection program. After-
ward, residents will need 
to dispose of any additional 
debris through their regular 
trash service or other stan-
dard disposal methods.

Since collection be-
gan Aug. 24, crews have 
removed approximately 
2,749 cubic yards of con-
struction and demolition 
debris from flood-affect-
ed areas. Another 18,608 
pounds of household haz-
ardous waste has been 

collected and properly dis-
posed of.

Hamilton County con-
tracted with CrowderGulf 
to perform the curbside 
collection and Tidal Basin 
Group to monitor and doc-
ument the debris removal 
process. That documenta-
tion is critical as Hamilton 
County seeks reimburse-
ment through the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency’s Public Assistance 
Program.

Thanks for reading The Reporter!

https://www.lyons-realty.com/
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
https://beefandboards.com
https://readthereporter.com/big-tech-gets-put-on-notice-by-rokita-others/
https://readthereporter.com/big-tech-gets-put-on-notice-by-rokita-others/
https://readthereporter.com/big-tech-gets-put-on-notice-by-rokita-others/
https://tinyurl.com/hkx48sbn
http://indianaconsumer.com
http://indianaconsumer.com
https://readthereporter.com
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The Cicero Clerk Treasurer’s office has a full-time position 
opening for a Deputy Clerk.  

The Deputy Clerk will be responsible for various clerical, payroll, 
Human Resource functions, bookkeeping, and utility activities. Process 
bi-weekly payroll, pension, and deductibles maintain all payroll records, 

and on-line filings. Payroll experience a plus. Assistant to the clerk 
treasurer for budget, attend meetings as necessary, filing, preparing 
reports, and serve and assist with utility billing activities, answering 

phones, waiting on customers and other duties as assigned.  
Applications will be accepted through October 2nd, 2026.

Please send résumé to Rhonda Gary, 
331 E. Jackson St., P.O. Box 650, Cicero, IN 46034, 

rgary@townofcicero.in.gov
Town’s application will be required which may be picked up in our office, 

requested by e-mail or found at 
https://www.facebook.com/ciceroindiana 

or on the Town’s website, 
www.ciceroin.org

Deputy Clerk 
Position

Gov. Braun designates September 
as Indiana Archaeology Month

The REPORTER
Governor Mike Braun 

designated September as Ar-
chaeology Month in Indiana 
and is encouraging Hoosiers 
to take advantage of events 
happening across the state.

This year marks the 31st 
anniversary of this special 
celebration that brings uni-
versities, museums, govern-
ment entities, organizations, 
and Hoosiers together to 
learn more about Indiana’s 
archeological heritage.

Archaeology Month is 
coordinated by the Indiana 
Department of Natural Re-
sources Division of Historic 
Preservation & Archaeology 
(DHPA) and officially desig-
nated by Gov. Braun.

“Indiana’s story stretch-
es back long before we be-
came a state, and archaeol-
ogy gives us a window into 
the people and communities 
that shaped the Hoosier State 
we know today,” Gov. Braun 

said. “Archaeology Month is 
a great opportunity for Hoo-
siers to get out, explore our 
history and better understand 
the generations who came 
before us.”

During events through-
out the month, Hoosiers 
can meet archaeologists and 
learn about the state’s past. 
Through the prior years’ 
celebrations, thousands of 
members of the public have 
been able to experience ar-
chaeology. Find more in-
formation and a schedule of 
events at on.IN.gov/DHPA.

Tying into the celebra-
tions of the United States’ 
semiquincentennial, this 
year’s commemorative post-
er focuses on Vincennes and 
its rich multicultural heritage 
as a frontier capital.

Founded in 1732 in what 
was then French territory, 
Vincennes is Indiana’s oldest 
continuously inhabited com-
munity founded by Europe-

ans. The area had been home 
to Native American tribes for 
thousands of years before 
European arrival. Control 
of the region shifted from 
Native Americans to France 
to Great Britain and later to 
the United States. The city 
served as the capital of the 
Indiana Territory from 1800 
to 1813. The poster and an 
in-depth discussion of the 
design are available at on.IN.
gov/archaeologymonth.

“I invite everyone to get 
out and participate in Ar-
chaeology Month, especially 
since this year is a special 
one for our nation,” said 
Alan Morrison, DNR direc-
tor and state historic preser-
vation officer.

Archaeologists have re-
corded more than 76,000 
sites in Indiana since the 
early 1800s, helping shape 
public understanding of the 
people who have called Indi-
ana home.

Indiana529 launches
$10K education sweepstakes
The REPORTER

September is National 
College Savings Month, 
and Governor Mike Braun 
has highlighted the impor-
tance of saving for educa-
tion with a Proclamation 
establishing September 
2026 as College Savings 
Month in Indiana. To cel-
ebrate, one Hoosier family 
will win a $10,000 account 
deposit in the Indiana529 
Education Sweepstakes. 

To enter the Sweep-
stakes, individuals 18 
years of age or older must 
complete the entry form 
available at MyIndi-
ana529.com/sweepstakes 
by 11:59 p.m. Sept. 30, 
2026. The winner will be 
randomly selected from all 
eligible entries to receive 
a $10,000 Indiana529 ac-
count deposit. 

“Every Hoosier child 
deserves the opportunity 
to choose the education 

and career path 
that’s right for 
them,” Treasurer 
of State Daniel 
Elliott said. “A 
$10,000 Indi-
ana529 account 
deposit supports 
their goals with 
less student loan 
debt.” 

Indiana529 provides 
account owners and gift 
contributors flexibility 
when it comes to saving 
for education and career 
training after high school. 
Funds can be used at any 
eligible school or registered 
apprenticeship program, 
both in- and out-of-state. 
Accounts grow tax-de-
ferred, and distributions 
are tax-free as long as the 
money is withdrawn to pay 
for qualified education ex-
penses like tuition, books, 
computers, equipment, and 
credentialing expenses. 

Indiana tax-
payers may also 
be eligible for an 
annual state in-
come tax credit 
of 20 percent of 
contributions to 
their Indiana529 
accounts, worth 
up to $1,500 each 
year ($750 for 

married couples filing sep-
arately). 

“The future will be here 
before you know it, and 
Indiana529 is here to help 
families plan for it,” said 
Marissa Rowe, executive 
director of the program. 
“$10,000 is a strong start 
towards that future educa-
tion and career.” 

For full contest rules 
and to enter, please vis-
it MyIndiana529.com/
sweepstakes. For more in-
formation about Indiana529 
Savings Plans, visit MyIn-
diana529.com.

Elliott

If you can’t safely return to your 
home, FEMA may need to inspect it
The REPORTER

Some residents in sever-
al Indiana counties, includ-
ing Hamilton, Madison, and 
Tipton, have reported they 
cannot live safely in their 
homes. The Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(FEMA) may need to in-
spect the damaged dwelling.

Apply for FEMA
assistance

If you have insurance, 
file a claim before applying 
for FEMA assistance. FEMA 
cannot duplicate benefits for 
losses covered by insurance. 
If your policy does not cover 
all your disaster expenses, 
you may be eligible for fed-
eral assistance.

The fastest way to apply is 
online at DisasterAssistance.
gov. The deadline to apply is 
Oct. 25, 2026. Money may 
be available to help you with 
serious needs like hotel costs, 
displacement costs, basic 
home repair costs, personal 
property loss, or other disas-
ter-caused needs.

Home inspections
Within 10 days of apply-

ing for assistance, you may 
be contacted by an inspector 
to schedule an appointment 
at the address where damage 
was reported. The inspec-
tor’s phone number may be 
from out of state or show 
up on caller ID as “unavail-
able.” Be sure to answer or 
call back so your application 
can move forward.

FEMA inspectors make 
several attempts to contact 
you to schedule an appoint-
ment. If FEMA is unable to 
get in touch, you will be sent 
a letter indicating your appli-
cation cannot be processed 
further; to proceed you must 
call FEMA’s Helpline at 
(800) 621-3362 to confirm 
your contact information 
and need for assistance.

FEMA inspectors will 
already have your nine-dig-
it registration number when 
they contact you, but they 
may ask you to verify per-
sonally identifiable infor-
mation by phone. They do 
not collect or ask to confirm 
your personal financial in-
formation. Do not give your 
banking information to 
a person claiming to be a 
FEMA housing inspector.

If you’re unsure whether 
a FEMA call or visit is le-
gitimate, contact the FEMA 
Helpline at (800) 621-3362 
to verify.

When the FEMA in-
spector calls, write down:

• The inspector’s name
• Date of call
• Date and time of ap-

pointment
• Inspector’s telephone 

number
If you are contacted by 

an inspector, but no one in 
the household has applied 
for FEMA assistance, ask 
to withdraw the application 
and notify FEMA by calling 
(800) 621-3362.

During inspection
A typical inspection takes 

up to 45 minutes to com-
plete. Inspectors do not de-
termine eligibility for FEMA 
assistance; they are looking 
to verify the damage report-
ed on your application. You 
or your designated co-appli-
cant will need to meet with 
an inspector and provide a 
photo ID. You may invite 
another individual such as a 
household member, relative, 
or friend to help communi-
cate with the inspector.

• If you or your co-appli-
cant is unable to meet with 
an inspector, a third party 
can be designated in writing 
and pre-authorized before 
the scheduled time and date.

• A FEMA inspector car-

ries an official photo ID and 
will never ask for bank in-
formation or charge a fee for 
inspection. If you suspect an 
inspector isn’t who they say 
they are, tell them to leave 
immediately and call local 
law enforcement.

• The inspector will at-
tempt to verify the appli-
cant’s name, address, con-
tact information, insurance 
coverage, and occupancy or 
ownership status.

• The inspector will walk 
through the home to assess 
the condition of both dam-
aged and non-damaged areas, 
noting structural damage and 
completing an inventory of 
essential personal property 
(appliances, furniture, etc.).

• Inspectors will not 
climb on roofs or enter 
crawl spaces.

• Photos may be taken of 
the interior and exterior of 
the home during the inspec-
tion process.

• In situations where the 
home is inaccessible, the in-
spector may meet with the 
survivor at another location 
to verify identity, occupan-
cy, and/or ownership.

After the inspection
Information gathered 

during the inspection is only 
one of several criteria used 
by FEMA to determine eli-
gibility for assistance. If you 
have questions after your in-
spection, please call FEMA’s 
Helpline at (800) 621-3362.

FEMA will mail you 
a decision letter about el-
igibility for assistance. To 
receive updates and noti-
fications faster, create an 
online DisasterAssistance.
gov account after applying 
for FEMA assistance.

Learn more about FE-
MA’s inspection process by 
visiting the Home Inspec-
tions page.

mailto:info%40hopebiblefellowship.net?subject=
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://www.ciceroin.org/
http://on.in.gov/DHPA
http://on.in.gov/archaeologymonth
http://on.in.gov/archaeologymonth
http://www.myindiana529.com/sweepstakes
http://www.myindiana529.com/sweepstakes
http://www.myindiana529.com/sweepstakes
http://www.myindiana529.com/sweepstakes
http://www.myindiana529.com/
http://www.myindiana529.com/
http://disasterassistance.gov/
http://disasterassistance.gov/
http://disasterassistance.gov/
http://disasterassistance.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/assistance/individual/after-applying/home-inspections
https://www.fema.gov/assistance/individual/after-applying/home-inspections
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www.americanbanko�reedom.bank

14611 N. Gray Road
Westfield, IN 46062

(463) 622-2930

3 Months 6 Months 12 Months

3.65 3.65 3.65% % %
APY* APY* APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is current as of this issue and subject to change at any time. APY 
assumes that interest remains on deposit until maturity. Minimum deposit of $1,000 to open this 

account with a maximum deposit of $240,000 per account. Minimum balance requirement of $1,000 to 
earn interest. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Accounts may be 

subject to other fees, contact your local branch to learn more. 
APPLIES TO NEW DEPOSITS ONLY.

American Bank of Freedom, Member FDIC.

Certificate of Deposit Specials

Stop by or call your local branch today to learn more! 

Save time and open your account online! 

Wear your support
Prevail’s new apparel store now open
The REPORTER

In partnership with T 
& T Sales and Promotions, 
Prevail, Inc. introduces the 
Apparel Store. This is your 
one-stop shop for all things 
Prevail, giving you a new 
way to proudly show your 
support and quite literally 
wear it on your sleeve.

The store features all the 
classics, including T-shirts, 
sweatshirts, professional 
wear, and more. You’ll also 
find a collection of creative-
ly designed pieces that share 
Prevail’s mission in a more 
subtle way, using mean-
ingful graphics and art-
work rather than traditional 
branding. In other words, 
there’s a little something for 
everyone.

This is just the begin-
ning. The Apparel Store 
will be updated regularly 
with new and limited-edi-
tion designs throughout 
the year, including spe-
cial collections created for 
each of Prevail’s awareness 
months: Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month in Octo-
ber, Teen Dating Violence 
Awareness Month in Feb-
ruary, and Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month in April. 

Be sure to check back of-
ten.

How it works
• Made to order: All 

items are printed togeth-
er after the store closes 
on Sept. 30. Please allow 
approximately two weeks 
after the store closing for 
orders to be completed and 
ready for distribution.

• Order confirmation: 
After placing your order, 
please make sure you re-
ceive a confirmation email 
to verify that your order was 
successfully submitted.

• No returns or ex-
changes: Because all items 
are custom printed to order, 
returns and exchanges are 
not accepted.

• Sizing questions: Not 
sure about sizing? Reach 
out to T & T Sales and Pro-
motions directly.

Click here to shop now.

Have a Bank of America card? 
You can visit three area

museums for free this weekend
The REPORTER

Bank of America, Mer-
rill, and Bank of America 
Private Bank cardhold-
ers offer ways to get out 
and learn about the world 
around them with free gen-
eral admission to local cul-
tural attractions with Muse-
ums on Us.

The program provides 
bank credit and debit card-
holders free general admis-
sion to some of America’s 
favorite museums and cul-
tural institutions. As part 
of Museums on Us, more 
than 225 of the country’s 
most prominent cultural 
institutions welcome bank 
cardholders in for free on 
the first full weekend of 
each month.

This weekend – Satur-

day, Sept. 5, and Sunday, 
Sept. 6 – two area museums 
will participate in the Muse-
ums on Us program:

• Conner Prairie Mu-
seum, 13400 Allisonville 
Road, Fishers

• Indianapolis Museum 
of Art at Newfields, 4000 
N. Michigan Road, India-
napolis

• Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway (IMS) Museum, 
4750 W. 16th St., Indianap-
olis

For more information 
about Museums on Us, in-
cluding access to a full list 
and locations of participating 
museums while on-the-go, 
please click here. Register 
for email notifications about 
Bank of America’s Arts & 
Culture programs here.

Advancing Westfield Foundation awards 
$499,000 in grants to local organizations
Submitted by 
City of Westfield

The Advancing West-
field Foundation has award-
ed $499,000 in grant funding 
to 22 organizations serving 
the Westfield community.

The Advancing West-
field Foundation supports 
nonprofit partnerships that 
provide vital services for 
youth, adults, seniors, vet-
erans, individuals with 
disabilities and families 
throughout the community. 
Funding is made possible 
through net proceeds from 
the Mayor’s Grand Gala 
and supports organizations 
working in areas such as 
health and wellness, food 
insecurity, youth develop-
ment, senior support, men-
tal health, and disability 
services.

“These grants represent 
the heart of what the Ad-
vancing Westfield Founda-
tion was created to do – sup-
port the organizations that 
are meeting real needs in our 
community,” Mayor Scott 

Willis said. “From youth 
development and mental 
health to food insecurity and 
senior support, these organi-
zations are making a mean-
ingful difference in the lives 
of Westfield residents. We 
are grateful for their work 
and proud to invest in their 
continued impact.”

2026 grant recipients in-
clude:  

• Heart & Soul Clinic: 
$50,000

• Prevail: $50,000
• Westfield Youth Assis-

tance Program: $50,000
• Student Impact: 

$50,000
• Westfield Youth 

Sports: $40,000
• Westfield Education 

Foundation: $28,000
• Grace Care Center: 

$27,000
• Trinity Free Clinic: 

$25,000
• Westfield Library 

Foundation: $25,000
• Union Bible College: 

$25,000
• Shepherd’s Center of 

Hamilton County: $20,000
• Hamilton County Har-

vest Food Bank: $17,500
• Janus Developmental 

Services: $15,000
• Indiana Center for 

Prevention of Youth Abuse 
& Suicide (INCPYAS): 
$15,000

• The Cooper House: 
$15,000

• Meals on Wheels 
Hamilton County: $10,000

• Ascension St. Vin-
cent YMCA in Westfield: 
$10,000

• Family Promise of 
Hamilton County: $10,000

• Christ United Method-
ist Church: $10,000

• Open Doors of West-
field: $2,500

• Westfield Pride: $2,500
• HamCo Love: $1,500
The Advancing West-

field Foundation board 
includes community mem-
bers representing various 
corporate, nonprofit, and 
community partners. Board 
members are Eric Douthit, 
Kristy Murphy, Allison Van 
Natta, Danyele Easterhaus, 
Pete Emigh, Mike Rudolph, 
and Mitch Frazier.

For more informa-
tion about the Advancing 
Westfield Foundation, visit 
AdvancingWestfieldFoun-
dation.org.

Willis

Carmel to unveil permanent 
Sister Cities street signage

Submitted by 
City of Carmel

Carmel city officials 
invite the public to attend 
a special street sign dedi-
cation honoring Carmel’s 
international Sister Cities 
relationships.

The brief ceremony 
is set for 9 a.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 12, during the Car-
mel Farmers Market. It 
will highlight the city’s 
ongoing commitment to 
global partnership, cultural 
exchange, and economic 
connection.

The dedication will take 
place along the Monon Trail 
at the southeast corner of 
the grounds of the Payne & 
Mencias Palladium.

Mayor Sue Finkam and 
Sister Cities representatives 
will share brief remarks cel-
ebrating these diplomatic 
and community ties:

• Martin Baier, President 
& CEO, The International 
Center

• Andris Berzins, Sister 
Cities and International Af-
fairs Consultant

• Raju Chinthala, 
Founder & President, Indi-
ana India Business Council 
(Representing Visakhapat-

nam, India)
• Sandi Richardson, Car-

mel Sister Cities Committee 
(Representing Seiffen, Ger-
many)

• City officials and com-
munity leaders

Carmel’s Sister City re-
lationships include active 
partnerships with Cortona 

(Italy), Jelgava (Latvia), 
Kawachinagano (Japan), 
Rueil-Malmaison (France), 
Seiffen (Germany) and Vi-
sakhapatnam (India).

Click here to learn more 
about Carmel’s Sister Cities 
program, upcoming cultur-
al events or how to get in-
volved.

Photo provided by City of Carmel

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
https://prevail26.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://prevail26.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://about.bankofamerica.com/en/making-an-impact/museums-on-us-partners
https://about.bankofamerica.com/en/making-an-impact/arts-and-culture
https://www.advancingwestfieldfoundation.org/
https://www.advancingwestfieldfoundation.org/
https://www.carmel.in.gov/424/Sister-Cities
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Join us to help support enhanced patient care, 
new technology, and community health.

50TH 
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

50TH 
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2026
RIVERVIEW HEALTH ARENA, NOBLESVILLE
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2026

RIVERVIEW HEALTH ARENA, NOBLESVILLE

SCAN TO REGISTER

SPONSORED BY:

https://onecau.se/_h8ecr1
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Submitted
Graeter’s Ice Cream, 

America’s oldest fami-
ly-owned and operated 
craft ice cream maker, is 
collaborating with Toyota 
Sienna and the 2026 Sien-
na on “The Sweetest Way 
to Roll,” introducing Salted 
Caramel Chip Wheels.

Now launched nation-
wide, the Salted Caramel 
Chip Wheels put a new spin 
on Graeter’s fan-favorite 
Chip Wheelies. The lim-
ited-edition treat features 
Graeter’s rich salted cara-
mel ice cream sandwiched 
between two made-from-
scratch double chocolate 
chip cookies and rolled in 
chocolate jimmies.

“For more than 150 

years, our family has be-
lieved that great ice cream 
is worth taking the time 
to make it the right way,” 
said Richard Graeter, 
fourth-generation presi-
dent and CEO of Graeter’s. 
“We see that philosophy 
in Toyota. The Sienna and 
Graeter’s Ice Cream may be 
very different products, but 
we share a commitment to 
quality, craftsmanship and 
creating something families 
can truly enjoy.”

The collaboration high-
lights a unique feature of 
the Toyota Sienna Plati-
num grade: the integrat-
ed front-console cooler, 
known as the FridgeBox™. 
Designed to help families 
keep beverages, snacks, and 

treats at the right tempera-
ture, the available Fridge-
Box offers dual cooling 
settings. In addition to cool 
mode, its freeze mode is de-
signed to keep frozen treats 
like popsicles and ice cream 
– including Graeter’s Chip 
Wheels – frozen.

“Great partnerships 
start with a shared com-
mitment to quality and a 
passion for creating the 
best experiences for those 
who matter most." said 
Owen Peacock, marketing 
general manager at Toyota. 
“Graeter’s brings that same 
level of care and crafts-
manship to its ice cream 
that Toyota brings to its 
vehicles, making this col-
laboration a natural fit. The 

Sienna’s available Fridge-
Box adds a fun, unexpected 
way for families to bring a 
little more enjoyment to 
the journey – keeping a 
Graeter’s Chip Wheel fro-
zen and ready for wherever 

the road takes them.” 
The Salted Caramel 

Chip Wheels 12-pack is 
available exclusively on-
line for nationwide ship-
ping at Graeters.com/
Toyota, while supplies last.

For more information or 
to purchase the limited-edi-
tion Chip Wheels, visit 
Graeters.com. To learn 
more about Toyota and the 
Sienna, visit Toyota.com/
Sienna.

Graphic & photo provided by Graeter’s Ice Cream
Keep your Salted Caramel Chip Wheels cool on the road with Toyota’s 
FridgeBox in the Sienna Platinum.

Go beyond the stage at Allied Solutions
Center for the Performing Arts in Carmel
The REPORTER

Enjoy these opportuni-
ties for a new educational 
experience at the Allied 
Solutions Center for the 
Performing Arts. Tickets 
are available at TheCenter-
Presents.org.

Field trips make
science fun

The arts and the sciences 
are sometimes cast as con-
tradictory pursuits, but noth-
ing could be further from 
the truth. In fact, they share 
the Payne & Mencias Palla-
dium stage several times a 
year, entertaining crowds of 
cheering schoolkids.

It happens in a program 
called Science of Light & 
Sound, a fun and interac-
tive educational experience 
Allied Solutions Center pro-

vides free to central Indiana 
schools and homeschool 
groups, thanks to support 
from Scientech Foundation 
of Indiana, Business Furni-
ture Co. and Genesys.

In the one-hour presen-
tation, our production staff-
ers “Dr. Brian” Coon and 
“Dr. Rob” Glass – sporting 
white lab coats, goggles and 
fictitious academic creden-
tials – employ the Payne & 
Mencias Palladium’s state-
of-the-art lighting and PA 
systems to demonstrate key 
concepts in physics, rein-
forcing classroom lessons 
in alignment with Indiana’s 
fourth-grade science stan-
dards. Check out this video 
to see what it looks like!

This season, Science of 
Light & Sound is offered 

at 10:30 a.m. on eight dates 
from October through April 
for public and private school 
field trips, and registration is 
open now. The presentations 
on Feb. 3 and April 7 also are 
open to homeschool groups. 
Attending groups can even 
apply for Transportation 
Grants to cover the cost of 
vehicles and drivers.

And speaking of free per-
formances for students …

Performances to
celebrate Mexican 

culture
This season’s schedule 

of free Student Matinees 
for school groups includes 
an Oct. 29 musical and 
theatrical performance cel-
ebrating the Indigenous/
Mexican practice known as 
Day of the Dead (officially 

observed Nov. 1-2). Hasta 
La Muerte, created by the 
Los Angeles-based troupe 
Las Cafeteras, features rich 
storytelling and elaborate 
costumes and dance.

Registration for the 
morning matinee is open 
now for public and private 
school groups and will open 
Sept. 15 for homeschool 
groups. Other folks of all ages 
can attend the evening show, 
part of the Telamon Pass-
port Series, with reasonably 
priced tickets available here.
PB&J offers mariachi 

fun for families
On a related note, our 

new season of Peanut But-
ter & Jam performances for 
ages 1-7 opens Sept. 26 with 
Mariachi Sol Jalisciense de 
Indianapolis, bringing mu-

sic and dance styles from 
the Mexican state of Jalisco 
to mark National Hispanic 
Heritage Month.

Sponsored by PEAS for 
Kids, the PB&J series is de-
signed for youngsters to ex-
perience the joy of the per-
forming arts. Just $10 gets 
one kid and two grownups 
in the door, so grab your 
tickets now before they sell 
out, as these fun and interac-
tive shows often do.

For grownups, an 
American music merger

Luminaries, our week-
day speaker series on the 
arts, kicks off Sept. 29 with 
Americana and Jazz Col-
lide, featuring Sam Butler 
and Garrett Fasig of the 
Indianapolis-based Visions 
Jazz Ensemble. They’ll 

discuss their new commis-
sioned album project that 
applies inventive new jazz 
arrangements to all-Ameri-
can standards like “Take Me 
Home, Country Roads” and 
“Ghost Riders in the Sky.” 
Tickets for the 2 p.m. pro-
gram are just $10.

Bookies to take on
The Beatles

New York Times 
best-seller John & Paul: A 
Love Story in Songs  by Ian 
Leslie will be the focal point 
of the next Palladium Book-
ies gathering on Oct. 12.

The Bookies reading 
club is a casual, non-exclu-
sive organization, open to 
anyone who can find a copy 
and show up at 6:30 p.m. 
Just RSVP to Outreach@
TheCenterPresents.org.

Life is a highway & you need to drive it in a Toyota with Graeter’s Chip Wheels

https://spartz.house.gov/
http://www.graeters.com/Toyota
http://www.graeters.com/Toyota
https://www.graeters.com/
https://www.toyota.com/sienna/
https://www.toyota.com/sienna/
https://thecenterpresents.org
https://thecenterpresents.org
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/school-groups/science-of-light-sound
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/school-groups/science-of-light-sound
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/school-groups/transportation-grant-program
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/school-groups/transportation-grant-program
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/school-groups/student-matinee-school-registration-form
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/school-groups/student-matinee-school-registration-form
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/school-groups/student-matinee-school-registration-form
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/hasta-la-muerte
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mailto:Outreach@TheCenterPresents.org
mailto:Outreach@TheCenterPresents.org
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
TalkToDani.com

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here 
to view 
Dani’s  
current 
listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Looking for a place to call Home? - Talk to Dani!
13035 Wembly Road - Carmel | 2,596 Sq Ft. | $525,000

7942 Red Sunset Way – Avon | 2,698 Sq Ft. | $383,900 9200 Wadsworth Court – Fishers | 1,470  Sq Ft. | $299,900

12131 E 196th St – Noblesville | 6,935 Sq Ft. | $2,199,000

30 Blue Water Drive - Cicero | 924 Sq Ft. | $265,000

Noblesville joins Flaherty & Collins 
to break ground on The Granary

Submitted
Noblesville city offi-

cials and Flaherty & Collins 
Properties officially broke 
ground Wednesday, Sept. 
2, on The Granary, a $64 
million mixed-use develop-
ment that will transform a 
historic site along the Pleas-
ant Street corridor and bring 
new housing, commercial 
space, public parking, and 
trail connectivity to down-
town Noblesville.

The Noblesville Com-
mon Council approved the 
development agreement in 
August 2024. Construction 
is anticipated to be complet-
ed by the end of 2028.

During the ground-
breaking ceremony, Deron 
Kintner, Principal & Special 
Advisor at Flaherty & Col-
lins Properties, announced 
that Flaherty & Collins was 
making a $10,000 donation 
to the Noblesville Township 
Trustee’s office to help with 
flood relief efforts.

Located on approxi-
mately three acres on the 
south end of downtown No-
blesville, The Granary will 
feature a four-story mixed-
use building with 223 lux-
ury apartment homes, 5,000 
square feet of commercial 
retail space and approxi-
mately 300 structured park-
ing spaces for residents and 
the public. The southern 
portion of the develop-
ment will serve as a trail-
head connecting residents 
and visitors to the Midland 
Trace and Nickel Plate 
trails and will include pub-
lic restrooms and lockers. 
The location also provides 
convenient pedestrian and 
bicycle access to downtown 
Noblesville and the city’s 
growing trail network.

“The Granary represents 
another major investment 
in the future of downtown 
Noblesville and an exciting 
milestone for the Pleasant 
Street corridor,” Noblesville 
Mayor Chris Jensen said. 
“As our community contin-
ues to grow, we are being in-
tentional about creating new 
housing options, strength-
ening connections to our 
downtown and trail system, 
and investing in projects 
that enhance quality of life 
while respecting the history 
and character that make No-
blesville special.”

The development will 
bring new life to the former 

Noblesville Milling Co. gra-
nary site, an important piece 
of the city’s milling histo-
ry dating back to the early 
1900s. That history also 
inspired the “Millers” name 
that Noblesville Schools 
proudly carries today. The 
Granary’s architecture and 
design will incorporate ele-
ments that complement the 
surrounding historic area 
while creating a new gate-
way into downtown.

The Granary will offer 
residents a variety of ame-
nities, including a saltwa-
ter pool and aqua lounge, 
co-working areas, a state-
of-the-art fitness center, an 
outdoor kitchen with grilling 
stations and fire pits, a game 
room with billiards, a pet spa, 
bike storage and bike shop, 
and a club room with a kitch-
en, bar and group seating.

“The Granary is a bridge 
between Noblesville’s rich 
industrial heritage and its 
vibrant future,” said Jerry 
Collins, Chairman Emeri-
tus & Founder of Flaherty 
& Collins Properties. “By 
transforming this historic 
site into a modern, walkable 
community hub, we’re cre-
ating spaces where people 
can live, gather, and thrive 
while honoring the authentic 
character of downtown No-
blesville. Flaherty & Collins 
is proud to collaborate with 
the city to turn this ambi-
tious vision into a reality, 
and today’s groundbreaking 
marks an exciting first step 
toward opening these doors 
to the community.”

“As Noblesville con-
tinues to grow, we remain 
focused on supporting 
thoughtful developments 
that strengthen our com-
munity for generations to 
come,” said Noblesville 
Common Council President 

Mike Davis. “The Grana-
ry honors the history and 
character of our downtown 
while introducing distinc-
tive architecture, new ame-
nities, and additional oppor-
tunities to enhance quality 
of life for our residents.”

The Granary is the 
first significant private de-
velopment along the new 
Pleasant Street corridor 
and builds upon the city’s 
investment in Reimagine 
Pleasant Street. The multi-

year infrastructure project 
adds east-west connectivity 
and accessibility through 
Noblesville while enhanc-
ing mobility, public safety 
and pedestrian access.

Reimagine Pleasant 
Street also creates connec-
tions among three major 
trails – Nickel Plate, Mid-
land Trace, and Riverwalk 
– further linking downtown 
Noblesville with destina-
tions throughout Hamilton 
County and beyond.

Photo provided

Rendering provided

Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Business cards

Noblesville Roofing 
& Restoration 

Phone (317) 223-4587
Email: dhbs@comcast.net 

Martini Monday $10 specialty & well martinis
Tito’s Tuesday $7 single Tito’s drinks  
& $10 double Tito’s drinks or martinis 

Wine Wednesday 1/2 priced bottles of wine 
Tito’s Thursday $7 single Tito’s drinks 
& $10 double Tito’s drinks or martinis 

Note: entrée required for all specials
Live music Wednesday and Fridays

317-804-2051
3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Pasto Italiano Summer Specials

Reservations 
Recommended

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks & Recreation!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Wing Snob celebrates Noblesville 
opening with local school fundraiser
Submitted

Wing Snob, a fast-grow-
ing chicken wing franchise 
known for its fresh, made-
to-order wings and exten-
sive lineup of sauces and 
dry rubs, has opened its first 
Noblesville restaurant at 
11150 E. 146th St., bring-
ing a new dining option to 
Hamilton County.

The restaurant is oper-
ated by Indiana-based JHN 
Group, which has experi-
ence operating businesses 
throughout the Indianap-
olis area. The Noblesville 
opening marks the begin-
ning of the group’s plans 
to expand Wing Snob 
throughout the greater In-
dianapolis market, with 
five additional restaurants 
planned for the area.

For the local ownership 
team, becoming part of 
the communities it serves 
is an important piece of 

that growth. To celebrate 
the Noblesville opening, 
the restaurant is hosting a 
fundraiser this week bene-
fiting Fishers High School 
and Hamilton Southeastern 
High School.

Throughout the fund-
raiser, 20 percent of the 
sales generated through 
each school’s fundraising 
box will be donated back 
to that school. To add some 
friendly competition, the 
school that generates the 
most support will receive an 
additional $1,000 donation.

The fundraiser is de-
signed to be the first of 
many opportunities for the 
restaurant to connect with 
its neighbors, with the local 
team planning to continue 
supporting area schools, 
sports teams, organizations, 
and community events as 
Wing Snob establishes 
roots in Central Indiana.

Photo provided
The new Noblesville Wing Snob is located at 
11150 E. 146th St.

See The Rugged Brothers Band
live at The Piper in Noblesville

The Rugged Brothers Band will entertain patrons 
on Friday evening, Sept. 4, at The Piper, 5855 E. 211th 
St. #32, Noblesville.

Community News

Local News. Local Views. Local Events.
This is Hamilton County’s Hometown Newspaper.

https://www.talktodani.com/
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://readthereporter.com


Submitted by 
U.S. Attorney’s Office

Eleven illegal immi-
grants, most who are con-
victed felons, have been 
sentenced after pleading 
guilty to illegal reentry in 
the Southern District of In-
diana.

The prosecutions, in-
volving defendants ar-
rested in Clay, Dubois, 
Hamilton, Hendricks, and 
Marion counties, stemmed 
from separate investiga-
tions. Each case was han-
dled independently and con-
cluded between March and 
August 2026.

• Abemael Casano-
va-Martinez, 38, Mexi-
co, was sentenced to time 
served; two prior convic-
tions of illegal entry; prior 
removals in December 2012 
and May 2015.

• Gregorio Castro 
Carbajal, 45, Mexico, was 
sentenced to 15 months im-
prisonment and three years 
supervised release; prior 
convictions include driving 
under the influence of alco-
hol, resisting a public offi-
cer, use of a communication 
facility in facilitating the 
commission of felonies un-
der the Controlled Substanc-
es Act, public intoxication; 
prior removals in April 2014 
and September 2023.

• Juan Carlos Cordo-
va-Saravia, 56, Mexico, 
was sentenced to 14 months 
imprisonment and three 
years supervised release; 
prior conviction of unlawful 
possession of a firearm by 
an alien illegally in the Unit-
ed States; prior removals in 
April 2010 and November 
2019.

• Nelson Javier Her-
nandez-Romero, 40, Hon-
duras, was sentenced to 
time served and one year of 
supervised release; no prior 

convictions; prior removal 
in June 2023.

• Jorge Martinez 
-Guerrero, 51, Mexico, was 
sentenced to time served 
and one year of supervised 
release; prior conviction of 
negligent vehicular man-
slaughter; prior removals in 
January 1998, April 2006, 
May 2008, and April 2014.

• Jesus Alberto Mota 
Limon, 33, Mexico, was 
sentenced to three years im-
prisonment and three years 
of supervised release; prior 
convictions include posses-
sion of methamphetamine, 
intimidation, and illegal 
re-entry of a removed alien; 
prior removals in Novem-
ber 2013, January 2024, and 
twice in May 2024.

• Juan Ignacio Pad-
ron-Salgado, 39, Mexico, 
was sentenced to 1.5 years 
imprisonment and three 
years of supervised release; 
prior convictions include at-
tempted theft, criminal reck-
lessness committed with a 
deadly weapon, and domes-
tic battery in the presence 
of a child; prior removals in 
July 2005 and May 2015.

• Isau Palencia-Marti-
nez, 46, El Salvador, was 
sentenced to one year and 
one day imprisonment; prior 
conviction of illegal reentry; 
prior removals in September 
2001, October 2011, and 
October 2014.

• Audel Trujillo Reyes, 
59, Mexico, was sentenced 
to time served and three 
years of supervised release; 
prior conviction of illegal 
reentry; prior removals in 
March 2007, May 2009, 
March 2012, April 2012, 
August 2019, September 
2019, December 2019, and 
April 2021.

• Mario Edgardo Ri-
vas-Hernandez, 60, Hon-
duras, was sentenced to 

time served and six months 
of supervised release; pri-
or conviction of dealing 
in cocaine; prior removals 
in March 2006 and March 
2007.

• Jose Francisco Rodri-
guez Escalera, 52, Mexi-
co, was sentenced to time 
served; prior convictions 
include hit and run, posses-
sion of cocaine (x2), diving 
without a valid license, and 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol (x2); prior remov-
als in June 2002, August 
2009, September 2016, and 
November 2016.

In 2014, the El Salvador-
ian National Police identi-
fied Isau Palencia-Martinez 
as a member of Mara Sal-
vatrucha, commonly known 
as MS-13. 

At the time the defen-
dants entered their guilty 
pleas, they acknowledged 
that upon completion of 
their sentence, they will be 
subject to removal from the 
United States. Conditions of 
supervision require the de-
fendants to surrender to U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement upon release 
from federal custody.

U.S. Attorney Wheel-
er thanked Assistant U.S. 
Attorneys Meredith Wood, 
Matthew Miller, MaryAnn 
Mindrum, Cristina Cara-
ballo-Colon, Adam Eak-
man, Peter Blackett, and 
Zachary Yauger, who prose-
cuted these cases.

“Violent criminal aliens 
who repeatedly violate our 
immigration laws and en-
danger our communities 
must face real consequenc-
es,” said Tom Wheeler, 
United States Attorney for 
the Southern District of 
Indiana. “Through Cross-
roads HSTF, we are un-
leashing the full force of 
the Department of Justice 

to repel the invasion of vi-
olent illegal aliens and en-
sure that those who threaten 
our security face swift and 
decisive justice.”

These cases are part of 
the Homeland Security Task 
Force (HSTF) initiative es-
tablished by Executive Or-
der 14159, “Protecting the 
American People Against 
Invasion.”

The HSTF is a 
whole-of-government part-
nership dedicated to elim-
inating criminal cartels, 
foreign gangs, transnational 
criminal organizations, and 
human smuggling and traf-
ficking rings operating in the 
United States and abroad. 
Through historic interagen-
cy collaboration, the HSTF 
directs the full might of 
United States law enforce-
ment towards identifying, 
investigating, and prose-
cuting the full spectrum of 
crimes committed by these 
organizations, which have 
long fueled violence and in-
stability within our borders. 
In performing this work, the 
HSTF places special em-
phasis on investigating and 
prosecuting those engaged 
in child trafficking or other 
crimes involving children. 
The HSTF further utilizes 
all available tools to pros-
ecute and remove the most 
violent criminal aliens from 
the United States.

HSTF Crossroads of 
America comprises agents 
and officers from FBI, 
Homeland Security Investi-
gations, Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives, Drug Enforcement 
Administration, Internal 
Revenue Services, India-
napolis Metropolitan Police 
Department, Indiana Na-
tional Guard, Indiana State 
Police, HIDTA, U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection, 
Office of Field Operations, 
Marion County Sheriff’s 
Office, and Plainfield Po-
lice Department, with the 
prosecution being led by 
the United States Attorney’s 
Office for the Southern Dis-
trict of Indiana.
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Wed Sept 2  -  Boys & Girls Soccer
5:45 pm Fishers vs Noblesville |Boys JV Gold Soccer | Noblesville Sports Network
6:00 pm Noblesville vs Fishers| Boys Junior Varsity | Fishers Sports Network
6:45 pm  Fishers vs Noblesville | Girls C-Team Soccer | Noblesville Sports Network
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Thurs Sept 3 -  Boys Soccer and Volleyball
6:00 pm  6:00 pm  Fishers vs Noblesville | JV Volleyball  | HCTV Sports
6:00 pm Brownsburg vs Noblesville | JV Boys Soccer | HCTV Sports
7:00 pm  Greenwood Christian vs Covenant Christian |Varsity Volleyball |Indiana SRN
7:30 pm  Fishers vs Noblesville | Varsity Volleyball  | HCTV Sports
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Sat Sept 5 -  Freshman Football
10:00 am   Noblesville vs Fishers| Boys Junior Varsity | Fishers Sports Network

Wed Sept 9 -  Girls Soccer
5:30 pm 5:30 pm Westfield vs Noblesville| JV Girls Soccer |  HCTV Sports
7:00 pm  Westfield vs Noblesville | Varsity Girls Soccer | Varsity | HCTV Sports

Upcoming Broadcasts

Homeland Security Task Force
secures sentences for 11 illegal aliens

What does financial 
fulfillment actually feel like?

Feeling finan-
cially fulfilled 
means so much 
more than just the 
number in your 
bank account. It’s 
about being able 
to take your fam-
ily out to dinner 
without calculat-
ing whether you 
can afford it. It 
means sleeping soundly on 
a Sunday night, knowing 
that if the water heater gives 
out tomorrow, you can han-
dle it. And it’s saying yes 
to a vacation because you 
planned ahead and the mon-
ey is there.

In short, financial fulfill-
ment is the feeling that your 
money is supporting the life 
you want.

Yet true fulfillment is 
surprisingly rare. Only 16 
percent of Americans are 
financially fulfilled, ac-
cording to a 2026 study by 
Edward Jones and Gallup, 
“Money and Meaning: 
Understanding Financial 
Fulfillment.” Those at the 
other end of the spectrum, 
the financially stressed (32 
percent), often say that 
money regularly controls 
their daily decisions. Most 
Americans (51 percent), 
however, fall in the middle: 
the financially conflicted. 
They manage to get by but 
often carry a persistent un-
dercurrent of worry.

Notably, where you land 
on this spectrum has less to 
do with your income than 
you might expect. More than 
half of households earning 
$175,000 or more are still 
financially conflicted.
Building the foundation

So, the question be-
comes, “What do finan-
cially fulfilled people do 
differently?” Simply put, 
they tend to have founda-
tional planning structures in 
place. Five behaviors show 
up consistently among the 
financially fulfilled, and 
they’re simple steps you can 
take, too.

1. Build an emergency 
fund (98 percent of fulfilled 
have this). Aim for saving 
three to six months of liv-

ing expenses in a 
liquid, easily ac-
cessible account. 
When you know 
you can handle 
the unexpected, 
you stop bracing 
for it, and lower 
stress gives you a 
higher quality of 
life.

2. Create a 
financial plan for retire-
ment (91 percent of finan-
cially fulfilled have one). 
It’s hard to feel in control 
if you don’t know where 
you’re going. A retirement 
plan puts a real number on 
what you’ll need and lays 
out a clear path to get there, 
with built-in protection 
against life’s unexpected 
curveballs.

3. Save intentional-
ly for major milestones 
(87 percent of financially 
fulfilled do). A home ren-
ovation, a new vehicle or a 
child’s education don’t have 
to feel disruptive. Setting 
money aside deliberately 
for the milestones you an-
ticipate means you can say 
yes without scrambling.

4. Put an estate plan 
in place (66 percent of fi-
nancially fulfilled have). 
Estate plans are not just for 
the wealthy. A will and ba-
sic estate plan help ensure 
what you’ve worked for still 
reflects your wishes after 
you’re gone.

5. Work with a finan-
cial advisor (60 percent 
of financially fulfilled who 
sought any guidance have 
used an advisor in the past 
year). The internet is great, 
but real guidance comes 
from a credentialed person 
who knows you and your 
family and what you want 
your money to do for you.

Knowing that your 
money is working toward 
the life you want doesn’t 
happen by accident. Feeling 
financially fulfilled is worth 
the effort and may be more 
achievable than you realize.

This article was written 
by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Edward 
Jones, Member SIPC.

Corey Sylvester
Cicero Edward Jones

COLUMNIST

BMV looks to launch mobile driver’s licenses
By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

The Indiana Bureau of 
Motor Vehicles is preparing 
to launch digital driver’s 
licenses, Indiana’s I-Team 
has learned.

A mobile driver’s li-
cense is a digital version of 
a physical license, learner’s 
permit, or identification 
card. The license lives on 
a smartphone, typically in 
a mobile wallet or through 
an app.

While the agency has 
not released a specific time-
line, officials say they are 
getting closer to the launch.

Potential uses include:
• Age verification for al-

cohol and tobacco retailers.
• Identity verification for 

banking.
• Identity verification 

during traffic stops.
Indiana’s I-Team found 

at least 21 states already 
use mobile driver’s licenses, 
including neighboring Ken-
tucky, Illinois and Ohio.

Lily King said she likes 
the idea of a digital license.

“I approve of it,” King 
said.

King spent the morning 
at a BMV branch on Craw-
fordsville Road after losing 
her license. She said having 
a digital version would have 
saved her time and money.

She is not the only driv-
er looking for a technology 

upgrade.
“Sometimes you for-

get your ID, credit card, 
but your phone, it’s every-
thing,” Nery Louis said. 
“Me personally, I would be 
happy. I would be using it 
every day.”

Groups including the 
American Civili Liber-
ties Union have raised 
concerns about privacy, 
tracking, and security.

“The ACLU of Indiana 
has serious concerns about 
digital driver’s licenses, 
particularly around privacy, 
tracking, and the ability for 
the government to revoke 
someone’s access to their 
ID,” ACLU of Indiana ad-
vocacy manager Danielle 

Drake said.
Drake said any system 

needs strong privacy safe-
guards and should remain 
voluntary, keeping a physi-
cal ID option available at all 
times.

Drivers also expressed 
concern about cybersecuri-
ty.

“With all this new tech-
nology going on, they could 
easily download somebody 
else’s face or pretend to be 
them,” Sean Risner said. 
“I feel like it would create 
those sorts of problems for 
fraud identification.”

The Indiana Bureau of 
Motor Vehicles said it is 
following best practices for 
digital security.

A 2023 law, House En-
rolled Act 1050, requires 
the agency to follow inter-
national standards to main-
tain data security for any 
Hoosier who has a mobile 
license.

“The BMV wants to 
ensure we create a system 
that is secure, reliable, and 
complies with Indiana law,” 
agency spokesperson Greg 
Dunn said in an email to the 
I-Team.

Dunn said mobile li-
censes require careful plan-
ning to address how the pro-
gram affects the community 
and to meet the needs of 
those verifying identities. 
He added that digital licens-
es are part of the vision for 

Indiana’s future.
Dunn said once the pro-

gram is closer to launch, 
Hoosiers will receive up-
dates on how to access the 
new features.

The BMV has no plans 
to phase out physical driv-
er’s licenses.

The agency will present 
its proposal to lawmakers 
Wednesday. The Interim 
Study Committee on Roads 
and Transportation meet-
ing will begin at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV 
at wishtv.com/news/i-team/
indiana-bmv-looks-to-
launch-mobile-drivers-li-
censes.

Thank you for reading The Reporter!

https://www.hctv1.com/
https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/research/gallup
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/research/gallup
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/research/gallup
https://www.wishtv.com/news/i-team/indiana-bmv-looks-to-launch-mobile-drivers-licenses
https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/the-internet-lockdown
https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/the-internet-lockdown
https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/the-internet-lockdown
https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/the-internet-lockdown
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2023/bills/house/1050/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2023/bills/house/1050/details
https://www.wishtv.com/news/i-team/indiana-bmv-looks-to-launch-mobile-drivers-licenses
https://www.wishtv.com/news/i-team/indiana-bmv-looks-to-launch-mobile-drivers-licenses
https://www.wishtv.com/news/i-team/indiana-bmv-looks-to-launch-mobile-drivers-licenses
https://www.wishtv.com/news/i-team/indiana-bmv-looks-to-launch-mobile-drivers-licenses
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Today’s Bible Reading
Obedience Commanded

Now, Israel, hear the decrees and laws I am 
about to teach you. Follow them so that you may 
live and may go in and take possession of the land 
the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving 
you. Do not add to what I command you and do 
not subtract from it, but keep the commands of 
the Lord your God that I give you.

You saw with your own eyes what the Lord did 
at Baal Peor. The Lord your God destroyed from 
among you everyone who followed the Baal of 
Peor, but all of you who held fast to the Lord your 
God are still alive today.

See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the 
Lord my God commanded me, so that you may 
follow them in the land you are entering to take 
possession of it. Observe them carefully, for this 
will show your wisdom and understanding to the 
nations, who will hear about all these decrees 
and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and 
understanding people.” What other nation is so 
great as to have their gods near them the way 
the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to 
him? And what other nation is so great as to have 
such righteous decrees and laws as this body of 
laws I am setting before you today?

Deuteronomy 4:1-8 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

IMPROVED PRICE!

LAKEFRONT! SOLD!SOLD! SOLD! PENDING!
2513 Sheridan Court

CICERO
20971 Shoreline  

Unit 410
NOBLESVILLE

6178 North  
Woodhaven Dr.

MCCORDSVILLE

18532 Oriental  
Oak Court
NOBLESVILLE

18149 Atlantic Road
NOBLESVILLE

This desirable 3BR, 2BA 
Cicero ranch on .44 acres 

features a remodeled kitchen 
with quartz counters, wood-
burning fireplace, spacious 
primary suite, and private, 
wooded backyard with two 
storage sheds. Lake access 

and boat docks.
Listed at $339,900 

Enjoy low-maintenance 
waterfront living in this 

gated 2BR, 2BA Morse Lake 
condo. Features include 
fresh paint, new carpet, 

boat slip, two garage spots, 
storage, and stainless 

kitchen. Luxury meets 
convenience.

Listed at $299,900

This turnkey 3BR, 2BA ranch 
in McCordsville features 

fresh paint, granite counters, 
and LVP flooring. Enjoy the 
new wood privacy fence and 

covered deck. Community pool 
and playground are steps away!

New price $304,900 

Beautiful 4BR, 2BA 2 
half baths in Oakmont of 

Noblesville. Situated on over 
half an acre (.68) wooded lot 
featuring a screened porch 

and finished basement along 
with a three car tandem 

garage. This move-in ready 
property awaits you.
Listed at $559,900

Own this charming 1.5-acre 
country retreat! Features 

2,000+ sq ft, 4BR, 2BA, and 
a new roof. Enjoy a cozy 

fireplace, spacious kitchen, 
and fenced yard. Perfectly 

located near Hamilton  
Town Center and I-69.  

Won’t last long!
Listed at $274,900 
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Lozena A. Yankova
May 3, 1930 – August 30, 2026

Lozena Andonova Yankova, 96, Carmel, peacefully 
passed away on August 30, 2026, at 
her home surrounded by the love of 
her family.

Lozena was born on May 3, 1930, 
in the small mountain village of Fro-
losh, Bulgaria, nestled in the beauti-
ful Vlahina Mountains. She was the 
daughter of Andon Pazova and Katina 
Pazova. Raised in humble circum-
stances as one of six children, Lozena 

learned responsibility and perseverance from an early age, 
helping care for her younger siblings and walking near-
ly three miles each day through the mountains to attend 
school. The values she developed during those formative 
years shaped the remarkable woman she would become.

After marrying her beloved husband, Ivan Yankov, 
Lozena moved to the city of Dupnitsa, Bulgaria, where 
they built their family and established their careers. 

Her life journey was truly extraordinary. From a remote 
village in the Bulgarian mountains, she moved to a larger 
city, later lived in Bulgaria’s capital, and eventually crossed 
an ocean to begin a new chapter in the United States. When 
her granddaughter married, Lozena and Ivan traveled to 
America for the wedding and chose to stay so they could 
remain close to the family they loved so dearly.

To her granddaughter, Lozena was far more than a 
grandmother. She was a teacher, mentor, role model, and 
friend. She taught the importance of good manners, set 
high expectations for academic achievement, shared un-
forgettable stories from her childhood, and demonstrated 
through her own example that determination and hard work 
can overcome any obstacle.

In addition to her parents, Lozena was preceded in 
death by her beloved husband, Ivan Yankova; and all her 
siblings except one sister.

She is survived by her daughter, Snezhanka Ivanova; 
her granddaughter and grandson-in-law, Yvelina Ivanova 
Cox and Jeffrey Cox; her cherished great-grandchildren, 
Andrew Cox and Olivia Cox; and her beloved sister, Ilina 
Zasheva, along with many extended family members and 
dear friends whose lives she touched.

The Funeral Service will be held at noon on Saturday, 
September 5, 2026, at the Joy of All Who Sorrow Orthodox 
Christian Church, 1516 N. Delaware St., Indianapolis.

Burial will follow in Carmel Cemetery, 1000 N. Range 
Line Road, Carmel.

Bussell Family Funerals is privileged to assist the fam-
ily in arrangements.

Condolences: bussellfamilyfunerals.com

Meeting Notices
The Carmel Police Department Merit Board will meet in an executive 

session at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2026, pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(9) 
To discuss a job performance evaluation of individual employees.

The Board will hold a regular meeting at 2:10 p.m. or immediately after 
the executive session, whichever is later, in the Training Room at Carmel 
Police Headquarters, 1000 S. Range Line Road.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to 
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under

I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in 
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door 

Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

Judith Frederick
d. August 18, 2026

It is with profound sadness and overwhelming love that 
we announce the passing of our amaz-
ing sister, mom, and grandma, Judy 
Frederick, on August 18, 2026.

Judy was born in Indianapolis to 
her adoring parents, Gene and Doc 
Beasley. She spent her early life on a 
farm where she preferred being a tom-
boy and riding horses with her dad 
and brother, as opposed to wearing the 
frilly dresses her mother gave her.

She later came into her own and worked for over 30 
years as a data analyst at St. Vincent Hospital, where she 
met her husband of 42 years, Dr. Paul Frederick. We are 
consoled by the thought that they are undoubtedly together 
now where our mom is “asking” our dad not to watch an-
other 30-year-old episode of Law & Order.

Judy was a mom in the truest sense of the word – but 
not just to her own children. She unofficially adopted every 
friend her children brought home. If you were hungry, she 
fed you. If you needed a place to go, her door was open. And 
if you were involved in one of her children’s shenanigans, 
chances are she already knew and laughed about it later.

And laugh she did.
Judy had a wicked sense of humor, a wonderfully sar-

castic streak, and a perfectly timed “whatever” that could 
end an argument, dismiss nonsense, or express approxi-
mately 47 things without saying any of them.

She loved animals – especially dogs, cats, deer, and 
birds – and could often be found birdwatching, admiring a 
creature in the yard, or making friends with an animal that 
probably wasn’t supposed to be approached.

She adored Disney World because apparently being 80 
was no excuse to stop believing in a little magic. She loved 
Key West, especially when it involved a beautiful sunset 
and a good margarita.

Our Mom was also a fighter. At 79, she beat cancer. Be-
cause apparently cancer didn’t realize who it was dealing with.

She will be forever missed and eternally loved by her 
brother, Steve Beasley (Terry); her children, Kirstie Hayduk, 
Colby Hayduk (Precilla), Gary Pitcock (Kelly), Kim Frederick 
(Darren), and Kelli Strom (Scott); as well as her grandchil-
dren, Irie Hayduk, Dane Hayduk, Charlie Pitcock, Bo Pitcock, 
Finn Pitcock, Taylor Strom, Jacob Strom, and Elias Prodger; 
in addition to countless unofficially adopted children, lifelong 
friends; and her beloved Gus, Rusty, and Bowie.

We will miss her laugh.
We will miss her sarcasm.
We will miss her hugs.
Most of all, we will miss having her here.
But we know she would want us to keep laughing, keep 

telling stories, keep loving animals, keep planting flowers 
– and occasionally take in a sunset and have a margarita in 
Key West.

Visitation will be held from noon to 2 p.m., with a cel-
ebration of Judy’s life at 2 p.m., on Saturday, September 5, 
2026, at Randall & Roberts Funeral Center, 1685 Westfield 
Road, Noblesville.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations to Cool 
Creek Park where she spent many happy days (hamilton-
county.in.gov/445/Support-the-Parks).

Condolences: randallroberts.com
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