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One of Hamilton Southeast-

ern (HSE) Schools’ oldest build-
ings has been transformed for a 
new generation of students.

HSE administrators joined 
staff, members of the school 
board and community members 
on Thursday, Aug. 20, to cut 
the ribbon on the renovated and 
expanded Fishers Elementary 
School, marking a major mile-
stone in the three-year construc-
tion project.

Located at 11442 Lantern 
Road, the site has a long histo-
ry of serving local students. The 
property once housed the origi-
nal Fishers High School before 
becoming an elementary school 
in 1958. Additional sections 
were built in 1989 and minor 
renovations in 2003.

The transformed Fishers El-

ementary now offers more than 
107,000 square feet of learning 
space, nearly doubling the size 
of the previous building. The 

number of classrooms increased 
from 28 to 36. Approximate-
ly 23 percent of the original 
structure remains and received 

extensive updates as part of the 
project.
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Cuts to public
health funding have
direct consequences

The Cyclosporiasis 
outbreak is more than 
just another foodborne 
illness. It’s a stark re-
minder that our public 
health system is only 
as effective as the in-
vestment and expertise 
supporting it.

Cyclospora is a 
microscopic parasite 
that taints fresh pro-
duce irrigated or washed with water con-
taminated with human feces. It’s “sticky” 
and unlike most pathogens, it cannot be 
easily washed away and is resistant to 
agents used to disinfect produce. Infection 
causes explosive watery diarrhea, abdom-
inal cramping, nausea, weight loss, and 
dehydration. Symptoms may persist for 
weeks or months if untreated, and only 
one antibiotic is effective. 

Identifying a Cyclospora outbreak 
source is especially challenging because 
symptoms often begin weeks after expo-
sure. By then, the source may not be appar-
ent, unlike most cases of food poisoning. 
Identifying the origin requires laboratory 
testing, epidemiologic surveillance, and co-
ordination among local, state, and federal 
health agencies to prevent further spread.

The outbreak quickly blossomed. Ini-
tially, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and the Food and Drug 
Administration linked the cases to Taylor 
Farms-supplied shredded iceberg lettuce 
served at Taco Bell in five Midwestern 
states (including Indiana). 

Health and Human Services Secretary 
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., prematurely an-
nounced that the source had been identified 
and the outbreak was “under control.” Short-
ly after that announcement, the outbreak 
expanded to nine states, and the test on pro-
duce identifying Taylor Farms as the source 
was determined to be a false positive. As of 
Aug. 11, there are 6,358 confirmed illness-
es reported in 15 states specifically linked 
to Taylor Farms lettuce. Nationwide, how-
ever, there are about 22,000 confirmed or 
suspected cases, 517 hospitalizations, and 
two deaths in 47 states. No positive tests 
link any source to the outbreak. The unusu-
ally high number of Cyclospora infections 
may represent multiple outbreaks involving 
different growers, suppliers, produce types, 
and contamination events. 

The outbreak exposes a weakened 
foodborne disease protection infrastruc-
ture under Kennedy. This includes severe 

Richard D. Feldman, M.D. 
State of Our Health

COLUMNIST

See Consequences . . . Page 2

Westfield Detective
Linhsey Trinh honored 

by Cherish Center

Photo provided by Westfield Police Department

The REPORTER
Westfield Police Detective Linhsey 

Trinh was recently honored with the 
Cherish Center’s Above and Beyond 
Award. Detective Trinh’s dedication, 
compassion, and commitment to pro-
tecting children and supporting victims 
truly exemplify what it means to go 
above and beyond.

The Westfield Police Department 
was also honored by the Cherish Cen-
ter for its department-wide efforts to-
ward ending child abuse.

Thank you to Detective Trinh and 
the entire Westfield Police Department 
for caring for those in need.

Photo provided by HSE Schools
Students joined the school board and administrators in cutting the ribbon on the 
revamped Fishers Elementary School, which originally served as the city’s high school.

HSE Schools celebrates transformation 
of expanded Fishers Elementary School

See Fishers . . . Page 3

Health Department distributes
flood cleanup supply buckets

Donations from The Home Depot & Logan Street Signs support post-flood recovery
The REPORTER

The Hamilton County Health 
Department has distributed 50 
emergency cleanup supply buck-
ets to residents impacted by 
recent flooding, thanks to dona-
tions from The Home Depot and 
Logan Street Signs.

The Home Depot donated 
cleanup and personal protective 
supplies for the buckets, while 
Logan Street Signs donated cus-
tom labels.

Each bucket included 

heavy-duty trash bags, 
work gloves, rubber 
gloves, dish soap, N95 
masks, terry towels, a 
scrub brush, cleaning 
sponges, and sanitiz-
ing general purpose 
cleaner.

The buckets also 
included post-flood 
health and safety in-
formation from the Hamilton 
County Health Department cov-
ering private well safety, septic 

systems, vital records, 
tetanus vaccinations, 
and mental health re-
sources.

“Our staff has been 
working directly with 
residents whose homes 
and wells were affect-
ed by flooding, so we 
wanted to make sure 
they had practical sup-

plies and reliable information as 
they begin the cleanup process,” 
Health Department Administra-

tor Jason LeMaster said.
Health Department field staff 

distributed buckets while con-
ducting water sampling and as-
sisting residents with wells that 
had been submerged by flood-
water. Additional buckets were 
provided to Teter Organic Farm, 
which coordinated delivery to 
residents in the Riverwood area.

Residents with flood-related 
health and safety questions can 
call the Hamilton County Health 
Department at (317) 776-8500.

Photos provided by Hamilton County Health Department
Thanks to The Home Depot and Logan Street Signs, these cleaning supply buckets will go to people in need.

LeMaster

Carmel to hold Flood Recovery Open House; 
Health Department will offer tetanus shots

The REPORTER
The Hamilton County 

Health Department and Indiana 
Department of Health will be 
available to assist residents im-
pacted by recent flooding during 
Carmel’s Flood Recovery Open 
House from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 25.

The open house will take 
place in the Main Building/Atri-
um at Northview Church, 12900 
Hazel Dell Pkwy., Carmel. 

Residents can receive tet-
anus vaccinations, assistance 
with birth certificate replace-
ments, and information about 
environmental cleanup and pri-
vate well water safety.

The open house, hosted 
by Mayor Sue Finkam and the 
City of Carmel, will connect 
residents with local and state 
agencies, disaster relief orga-

nizations and other community 
partners offering resources for 
flood recovery. This event will 
follow an informal, drop-in for-
mat with no formal presenta-
tions.

“Floodwater and debris can 
contain bacteria and other con-
taminants, and even a small cut 
or puncture wound can put you 
at risk for tetanus,” Health De-
partment Administrator Jason 
LeMaster said. “If you’re not 
sure when you had your last 
tetanus shot, stop by the open 
house and talk with us.”

Resources & assistance 
available

• Reporting and document-
ing property damage

• Insurance claims and cov-
erage guidance

• Cleanup, debris removal 
and mold prevention

• Building permits, struc-
tural inspections and contractor 
concerns

• Temporary housing, stor-
age and immediate needs

• Mental health and family 
support services

• Guidance on avoiding di-

saster-related fraud and scams
Participating agencies & or-

ganizations
• American Red Cross
• Carmel Utilities
• City of Carmel Building 

Safety
• City of Carmel Fire De-

partment
• City of Carmel Police De-

partment
• Duke Energy
• Hamilton County Harvest 

Food Bank

See Recovery . . . Page 2

http://paulpoteet.com
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://wishtv.com
https://readthereporter.com
https://bgcni.org/


The REPORTER
Noblesvi l le 

Schools Superin-
tendent Dr. Dan 
Hile invites the 
community to any 
of the eight up-
coming commu-
nity meetings to 
discuss the school 
funding refer-
endum that will be on the 
Nov. 3 general election bal-
lot.

• Aug. 27 at 6 p.m. at 

Forest Park
• Sept. 2 at 10 

a.m. at Hamilton 
East Public Li-
brary

• Sept. 3 at 6 
p.m. at Hamilton 
East Public Li-
brary

• Sept. 17 at 
6 p.m. at Nobles-

ville High School
• Sept. 28 at 1 p.m. at 

Noblesville City Hall
• Oct. 8 from 6 to 8 p.m. 

at Chapter Book Lounge
• Oct. 13 from 2 to 

4 p.m. at The Gathering 
House
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Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

FDI-1867P-A-E-FL  EXP 31 MAR 2028  AECSPAD 29803963

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC
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FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial 
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may 
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All 
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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4.00
4.05

3-Month

9-Month

1-Year

Zachary Rinehart
Financial Advisor
120 W Jackson
P O Box 916
Cicero, IN 46034
317-606-4296

Lopez Garcia Wilburn

• Hamilton 
County Emergen-
cy Management

• Northview 
Church

• Republic 
Waste Manage-
ment

• Samaritan’s 
Purse

• SERVE Vil-
lage

• State of Indiana Attorney General’s Office
• State of Indiana Department of Health
• State of Indiana Department of Insurance
Members of the Carmel City Council, as well as State 

Representatives Victoria Garcia Wilburn and Danny Lo-
pez, will also be in attendance to support residents.

Recovery
from Page 1

reductions in federal health 
agency staffing and a scaled-
back FoodNet foodborne 
disease surveillance net-
work. These cutbacks im-
pair the rapid and efficient 
identification of outbreaks, 
outbreak investigations, 
food inspections, tracing of 
contaminated foods through 
supply chains, and expedi-
tious communication with 
health departments and the 
public. Last year, the CDC 
also reduced state health de-
partment funding by almost 
$6 billion and suspended 
required FoodNet monitor-
ing of Cyclospora due to 
lack of funding. The CDC’s 

parasitic diseases program 
declined from 11 specialists 
to just three. 

Former CDC Direc-
tor Tom Frieden warned 
that reducing surveillance 
capability leaves the na-
tion less able to detect out-
breaks before they become 
widespread. Former CDC 
Principal Deputy Director 
Anne Schuchat cautioned 
that experienced epidemiol-
ogists, laboratory scientists, 
and outbreak investigators 
cannot be easily replaced. 
Former CDC official Dan 
Jernigan advised that di-
minishing federal capacity 
weakens coordination with 
state and local health de-
partments during outbreaks.

Kennedy’s tenure has 
also been marked by broad-
er organizational chaos. The 
dismissal of scientific advi-
sory committee members, 
scientific censorship, lead-
ership turnover, and chang-
ing vaccine and other health 
policies based on personal 

and political agendas have 
compromised institutional 
stability, evidence-based 
decision-making, and sci-
entific independence and 
expertise – all essential for 
national public health pre-
paredness. 

The lessons from the 
Cyclospora outbreak are 
clear. When public health 
systems function well, we 
are a healthier and safer na-
tion. The outbreak should 
serve as a warning that the 
cost of neglecting public 
health is measured in great-
er preventable disease, lost 
public trust, and lives lost.

We are paying the price 
as yet a new Salmonella 
outbreak emerges. Poor de-
cisions are coming home to 
roost.

Richard D. Feldman, 
M.D. is an Indianapolis 
family physician and former 
Indiana State Health Com-
missioner who served in the 
administration of Governor 
Frank O’Bannon.

Consequences
from Page 1

Heinzmann farm honored
with Hoosier Homestead Award
The REPORTER

Area legislators are 
recognizing the latest lo-
cal recipients of the Hoo-
sier Homestead Award, 
which honors farms owned 
and maintained by the same 
family for 100 years or more.

Represented by State 
Sen. Scott Baldwin (R-No-
blesville) and House Speaker 
Todd Huston (R-Fishers), the 
Heinzmann farm in Hamil-
ton County was presented 
with the Centennial Award at 
the Indiana State Fair.

The Hoosier Home-
stead Award Program hon-
ors families who have made 
significant contributions to 
Indiana agriculture. Institut-
ed in 1976, the program has 
recognized more than 6,400 
family farms that have im-
pacted Indiana’s econom-
ic, cultural and social ad-
vancement.

“For the last 100 years, 
the Heinzmann farm has 
worked tirelessly to pro-
vide for our community and 
state,” Baldwin said. “This 
impressive milestone is a 
testament to the Heinzmann 
family’s dedication to Indi-
ana’s agricultural legacy, and 
I congratulate them on this 
well-deserved award.”

To be named a Hoosier 
Homestead, farms must be 
owned by the same family 
for at least 100 consecu-
tive years and consist of 
more than 20 acres or pro-
duce more than $1,000 of 
agricultural products per 
year. The award distinc-
tions are centennial, sesqui-
centennial, and bicentenni-
al – for 100, 150 and 200 
years, respectively.

“Hamilton County is 
home to many farm fami-
lies and agricultural busi-

nesses, and farms like the 
Heinzmann’s have been 
critical in building and sus-
taining that legacy,” Huston 
said. “Congratulations to 
the Heinzmann farm on 100 
years of hard work and deter-
mination required to achieve 
this milestone and thank you 
for your longstanding com-
mitment to our community.”

Other area farms re-
ceived recognition include:

• Allen  Baird, Tipton 
County (1877; Centennial 
Award)

• Amsbury-Morris, Tip-
ton County (1871; Centen-
nial Award)

• Everett, Boone County 
(1909; Centennial)

• Preston, Madison 
County (1914; Centennial)

To learn more about the 
program or to apply for a 
Hoosier Homestead Award, 
visit in.gov/isda.

Public invited to meetings about
Noblesville Schools funding referendum

Hile

https://noblesvillesports.com/
https://www.lyons-realty.com/
mailto:pbpnoblesville%40gmail.com?subject=Euchre
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/zach-rinehart
https://www.in.gov/isda/2337.htm
https://www.in.gov/isda/2337.htm
http://www.in.gov/isda
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“When you walk 
through this building, you 
can see how thoughtful-
ly it was designed around 
students,” Superintendent 
Dr. Matt Kegley said. “It 
provides our teachers with 
flexible learning spaces, 
strengthens safety and gives 
Fishers Elementary room 
to serve families for years 
to come. We are grateful to 
everyone who helped bring 
this project to life.”

The building incorpo-
rates concepts used in the 
design of Deer Creek Ele-
mentary while incorporat-
ing enhancements for the 
Fishers Elementary com-
munity. Improvements in-
clude a more secure main 
entrance, an expanded park-
ing lot and a dedicated bus 
area to improve traffic flow 
and student safety.

Wurster Construction 
managed the construction 
of the facility, which was 
designed by CSO Archi-
tects. The project had an 
approved budget of $45 

million and was financed 
through the sale of bonds. 
The additional space will in-
crease the school’s capacity 
as enrollment patterns shift 
across the district.

Construction took place 
in phases, allowing stu-
dents and staff to continue 
learning and working at the 
school throughout the proj-
ect.

“This project honors the 
history of Fishers Elementa-
ry while giving our students 
and staff a school designed 
for how they learn and work 
today,” Principal Dr. Emily 
Supergan said. “Our school 
community showed tremen-
dous flexibility throughout 
construction, and it is re-
warding to see everyone 
enjoying these new spaces.”

Students returned to the 
transformed building Aug. 5 
for the start of the 2026-27 
school year. They were also 
welcomed by Supergan, 
who is beginning her first 
year as principal of Fishers 
Elementary.

Fishers
from Page 1

Photos provided by HSE Schools

https://qr.io/r/jo4nQy
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Here is a list of all the yellow Feeding Team food pantries across Hamilton County.
For more information, go to FeedingTeam.org.

ARCADIA
Arcadia Brethren Church, 8989 E. 266th St. 
Hamilton Heights School Administration Building, 410 W. Main St.
ATLANTA
Wesleyan Church, 330 S. Walnut St.
CARMEL
Carmel Lions Club, 141 E. Main St.
St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church, 10655 Haverstick Road
CICERO
Cicero Christian Church, 1715 Stringtown Pike
Harbour Shores Church, 8011 E. 216th St.
Koteewi Park – Taylor Center, 12308 Strawtown Ave.
Laura Hayden’s School of Dance, 7830 E. 236th St.
Roundabout at SR 37 & Strawtown Ave. (23297 Lafayette St.)
The Indiana Academy, 24815 State Road 19
The Pizza House, 11 N. Main St.
FISHERS
Christ the Savior Lutheran Church, 10500 E. 126th St. 
Christ’s Community Church, 13097 Allisonville Road 
Cyntheanne Christian Church, 13151 Cyntheanne Road
G5 Auto Sales, 11544 Allisonville Road 
Life Church Fishers, 9820 E. 141st St.
SHERIDAN 
Issachar Church, 501 E. Main St.
Sheridan Church of God, 705 W. 2nd St.
Sheridan Elementary School, 24795 N. Hinesley Road
WESTFIELD
CrossRoads Church, 19201 Grassy Branch Road
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 4283 E. 191st St.
Radiant Life Church, 16162 Carey Road
The Old Playhouse, 1836 State Road 32 (Eagletown)
Westfield City Hall, 130 Penn St.
NOBLESVILLE
American Eagle/Miller Auto Body, 16100 Allisonville Road
American Leigon, 273 S. 8th St.
Chapel Church, 675 Walnut St.
Christ Lutheran Church, 10055 E. 186th St.
Clarksville Christian Church, 16600 Lehr St.
Deer Path HOA Community Building, 12109 Wolf Run Road
Emmanuel United Methodist Church, 16000 Cumberland Road
Family Promise of Hamilton County, 1051 N. 10th St.
Feeding Team Headquarters, 485 Sheridan Road (State Road 38)
First Christian Church, 16377 Herriman Blvd.
First Presbyterian Church, 1194 Maple Ave.
First United Methodist Church, 2051 Monument St.
Freedom Church, 1361 Christian Ave.
Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds, 2003 Pleasant St.
Hamilton County Fire Fighters Local 4416, 399 S. 14th St.
Hamilton County Health Department, 18030 Foundation Drive
Hinkle Creek Friends Church, 21617 Hinkle Road
IDES (International Disaster Emergency Service), 355 Park 32 West Drive
Ignite Transform, 698 N. 10th St.
Legacy Christian School, 470 Lakeview Drive
Life Church, 2200 Sheridan Road (State Road 38)
Moose Lodge, 950 Field Drive
Morse Beach FOP Lodge, 7201 E. 196th St. 
Mystic Images Tattoo, 164 N. 10th St.
Noblesville Schools Admin Building, 18025 River Road 
Open Door Church, 20545 Riverwood Ave.
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church, 9900 E. 191st St.
Promise Road Elementary School, 14975 Promise Road
Suburban Estates, 3288 Cicero Road
Union United Methodist Church, 19090 Deshane Ave.
Victory Baptist Church, 2021 Cicero Road (State Road 19)
Wayne Township Volunteer Fire, 18441 E. Durbin Road
White Rock Fellowship Church, 21070 Schulley Road

Feeding Team Food Pantries

Ben’s Ranch Foundation offers 
high school students new career 

pathway in animal science
The REPORTER

Ben’s Ranch Founda-
tion is launching a new ed-
ucation program for Ham-
ilton County high school 
students. The new Career 
Pathway is made possible 
through a partnership with 
The Pursuit Institute and 
the Hamilton County Parks 
and Recreation Department 
(HCPR).

This first-of-its-kind 
coursework will provide 
work-based learning about 
animal science and incor-
porate Social Emotional 
Learning (SEL) and work-
force development content. 
Classes will be held at Ko-
teewi Stables and other area 
farms and agribusinesses. 
Through daily instruction, 
interaction with animals 
and experts, and meaning-
ful work responsibilities, 
students will gain skills and 
improve self-confidence, 
while earning academic 
credit and learning about 
career opportunities.

“We believe Hamilton 
County students should 
have the opportunity to 
learn about agriculture and 
animal science through 
work-based learning and 
enjoy the social skills and 
mental wellness benefits it 
creates,” said Brose McVey, 
Founder and Executive 
Director of Ben’s Ranch 

Foundation. “Students will 
gain real-world experience 
while building confidence, 
resilience, and purpose. Our 
goal is to help teens thrive 
by giving them hands-on 
training and education in 
one of our state’s largest in-
dustries.” 

The Pursuit Institute 
Executive Director Kurt 
Cantlon said, “The Pur-
suit Institute is pleased to 
partner with Ben’s Ranch 
Foundation to create trans-
formative opportunities for 
students in our new Large 
Animal Science pathway. 
Partnerships like this allow 
our students to apply their 
foundational knowledge 
and skills in real-world set-
tings as they prepare for 
their future careers. This 
partnership takes learning 
well beyond the classroom, 
exposing students to invalu-
able experiences they might 
not otherwise have.”

HCPR Director Chris 
Stice said, “Hamilton Coun-
ty Parks and Recreation is 
proud that Strawtown Ko-

teewi Park’s 
Stable and 
Trails, operat-
ed by Ben’s 
R a n c h 
Foundation, 
is able to 
support local 
young peo-
ple. I’m excited 
to see the positive 
impact it will have on 
our community, students, 
and their families.” 

About Ben’s Ranch
Foundation

Ben’s Ranch Founda-
tion, Inc. is a nonprofit or-
ganization based in Hamil-
ton County that is dedicated 
to improving youth mental 
health through work-based 
learning on farms and at 
area stables, nurseries and 
agribusinesses. Learn more 
at bensranch.org.

About The Pursuit
Institute

The Pursuit Institute 
provides Hamilton Coun-
ty students with Career 
and Technical Education 
pathways that prepare 

them for college, 
careers, and 

lifelong suc-
cess through 
h a n d s - o n 
l e a r n i n g 
experienc-
es. You can 

find more 
information at 

thepursuitinsti-
tute.org.

About Hamilton County 
Parks & Recreation
Hamilton County Parks 

& Recreation enhances 
quality of life by providing 
exceptional parks, trails, 
natural spaces, and recre-
ational opportunities that 
connect people with nature 
and one another. Through 
stewardship, education, and 
community partnerships, 
the department creates wel-
coming spaces that inspire 
outdoor exploration, life-
long learning, and healthy, 
active lifestyles for resi-
dents and visitors through-
out Hamilton County. Stay 
up to date at MyHamilton-
CountyParks.com.

Make your nomination 
for next Indiana Farm 

Family of the Year
The REPORTER

Nominations are open 
now for the 2027 Indiana 
Farm Family of the Year.

Presented by Beck’s and 
Indiana AgriNews, this an-
nual award honors an excep-
tional farm family making a 
lasting impact on agriculture 

and their community.
Readers of The Reporter 

are encouraged to nominate 
a deserving farm family. For 
full details or to submit a 
nomination, click here. 

The deadline for all 
nominations is Sunday, 
Nov. 1, 2026.

Letter to the Editor
Shaffer opines on Fishers &

Carmel vying to be No. 1 in debt

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter 

will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
For years, Carmel has led all Hamilton County met-

ropolitan areas in total outstanding debt.
But last week, the Indiana Department of Local 

Government Finance reported a change in leadership.
As Carmel’s reported debt fell some $300 million 

after a dozen bonds were retired, Fishers took over first 
place.

The race, if you can call debt increases a race, has 
Fishers’ $1.44 billion ousting Carmel’s $1.40 billion.

Stay tuned to learn if city central planners add more 
debt to the load we all carry.

Bill Shaffer
Carmel

ACAP Indy Metro
North offers free guide to

Medicare Open Enrollment
The REPORTER

ACAP Indy Metro North 
will host “The Medicare 
Maze: Your Free Guide Be-
fore The Clock Runs Out” 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Sept. 8, at The Haver-
stick/Church at the Crossing 
Door 10, 9111 Haverstick 
Road, Indianapolis.

The in-person program 
is designed to help adult 
children and family care-
givers understand Medicare 
coverage options before the 
Annual Open Enrollment 
period begins on Oct. 15.

Attendees will gain 
clarity on Medicare’s four 
parts and how they work 
together, learn to navigate 
Medicare.gov for cover-
age tracking and provider 
comparisons, and discover 
the State Health Insurance 
Program (SHIP), a free un-
biased counseling resource 
many families have never 
heard of. The program will 

also address 
how Medi-
care and 
M e d i c a i d 
paperwork 
i n t e r s e c t 
and provide 
guidance on preparing for 
Open Enrollment season 
with a concrete plan rather 
than facing an unexpected 
deadline. Unlike insurance 
seminars designed to sell a 
specific product, this pro-
gram offers genuinely unbi-
ased community education 
with no plan being sold.

The program will be 
presented by State SHIP 
Coordinator Bruce Muel-
ler and Medicaid Advisors 
Founder Shawn Jones.

This program is free and 
open to everyone. Reserve a 
spot today at acapcommu-
nity.org, or email ACAP 
Indy Metro North at indy-
metronorth@acapcom-
munity.org.

This program is spon-
sored by The Harrison Com-
munity and Marion County 
Public Health Department; 
The Brain Health Initiative.

About ACAP
Adult Children of Aging 

Parents® (ACAP) provides 
information, resources, sup-
port, and community for 
adult children as they care 
for their aging parents and 
for themselves. Through its 
network of local chapters, 
ACAP offers free monthly 
educational programs, ex-
pert speakers, and a compas-
sionate community to help 
families navigate the chal-
lenges of eldercare. For more 
information, visit acapcom-
munity.org or email info@
ACAPcommunity.org.

Need more local news? Click here!

https://feedingteam.org/
https://feedingteam.org/
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://bensranch.org/
https://thepursuitinstitute.org/
https://thepursuitinstitute.org/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://form.jotform.com/222223566107146
https://acapcommunity.org/
https://acapcommunity.org/
mailto:indymetronorth@acapcommunity.org
mailto:indymetronorth@acapcommunity.org
mailto:indymetronorth@acapcommunity.org
https://acapcommunity.org/
https://acapcommunity.org/
mailto:info@ACAPcommunity.org
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Join us to help support enhanced patient care, 
new technology, and community health.

50TH 
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

50TH 
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2026
RIVERVIEW HEALTH ARENA, NOBLESVILLE
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2026

RIVERVIEW HEALTH ARENA, NOBLESVILLE

SCAN TO REGISTER

SPONSORED BY:

https://onecau.se/_h8ecr1
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www.americanbanko�reedom.bank

14611 N. Gray Road
Westfield, IN 46062

(463) 622-2930

3 Months 6 Months 12 Months

3.65 3.65 3.65% % %
APY* APY* APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is current as of this issue and subject to change at any time. APY 
assumes that interest remains on deposit until maturity. Minimum deposit of $1,000 to open this 

account with a maximum deposit of $240,000 per account. Minimum balance requirement of $1,000 to 
earn interest. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Accounts may be 

subject to other fees, contact your local branch to learn more. 
APPLIES TO NEW DEPOSITS ONLY.

American Bank of Freedom, Member FDIC.

Certificate of Deposit Specials

Stop by or call your local branch today to learn more! 

Save time and open your account online! 

County connects flood victims with housing
Residents urged to register with 211 as recovery efforts move forward
The REPORTER

Hamilton County offi-
cials met Sunday, Aug. 23, 
with residents displaced 
by flooding to outline the 
growing number of resourc-
es available for temporary 
housing, home cleanup, and 
long-term recovery.

The meeting, held at 
the Hamilton County 4-H 
Fairgrounds in Noblesville, 
brought together officials 
from Hamilton County’s 
Emergency Management 
Agency and representatives 
from Voluntary Organi-
zations Active in Disaster 
(VOAD).

One of the most imme-
diate priorities is getting 
displaced residents into safe 
housing. Hamilton County 
will continue paying for ho-
tel rooms for residents cur-
rently receiving assistance 
until state-funded housing 
vouchers become available. 
Those vouchers are expect-
ed to provide up to $150 per 
day toward a hotel or rent-
al property for at least six 
months.

Residents who need 
temporary housing must 

register with Indiana 211 
and mark the “temporary 
housing” box on the ques-
tionnaire. Those who have 
already registered should 
make sure they indicated 
that housing assistance is 
needed. Disaster-response 
teams will use that infor-
mation to contact eligible 
households as resources be-
come available.

Teams from Southern 
Baptist Disaster Relief are 
also expected in Hamilton 
County Monday and Tues-
day to begin “mucking out” 
flooded homes at no cost 
to homeowners. Crews can 
remove damaged materials, 
including drywall. They are 
also equipped to perform 
mold remediation.

“It’s critical that those 
who suffered severe water 
damage, not stay in their 
homes,” said Jane Crady, 
Coordinator of Disaster Pre-
paredness and Response for 
Catholic Charities Archdi-
ocese of Indianapolis. “I’ve 
been doing this work for 
more than 20 years and I’ve 
seen people die from mold. If 
your home was flooded, go to 

a hotel and call us for help.”
As Hamilton County 

moves into long-term re-
covery, disaster case man-
agers will be assigned to 
affected households to help 
residents navigate paper-
work, identify available as-
sistance, and work through 
the rebuilding process over 

the months ahead.
Hamilton County is still 

awaiting a federal disaster 
designation from FEMA. 
State officials are working 
to expedite that process, but 
officials cautioned residents 
that federal declarations can 
take time. Local officials are 
hopeful Hamilton County 

will know more within the 
next week or two.

The response comes as 
communities across Indiana 
are dealing with widespread 
damage from flooding and 
severe storms. Officials said 
54 Indiana counties are cur-
rently dealing with disas-
ters, and more than 20,000 

people have registered for 
assistance through 211.

For immediate housing 
needs and disaster assis-
tance, residents should call 
211 or call Hamilton Coun-
ty’s 24/7 flood hotline at 
(317) 645-3261. Residents 
can also register online at 
in211.communityos.org.

Photo provided
Residents attended an informational meeting at the 4-H Fairgrounds on Sunday, Aug. 23.

State Rep. Victoria Garcia Wilburn calls on Gov. Braun & FSSA
to protect Hoosiers’ Medicaid coverage in disaster-struck counties
Submitted by Office 
of State Rep. Victoria 
Garcia Wilburn

State Rep. Victoria Gar-
cia Wilburn (D-Fishers) is 
calling on the Family and 
Social Services Adminis-
tration (FSSA) and Gov. 
Mike Braun to take im-
mediate steps to keep di-
saster-affected Hoosiers 
from losing their Medicaid 
coverage and in-home care 
during the recovery from 
this month’s disaster.

Beginning Aug. 11, a 
derecho with at least two 
tornadoes and historic 
flooding swept across In-
diana, killing at least seven 
Hoosiers and displacing 
more than 1,000. On Aug. 
15, President Trump ap-
proved a federal Emergen-
cy Declaration covering 
53 counties. In Northwest 
Indiana, the storms caused 
the largest power outage 

in NIPSCO’s history. Ten 
thousand households re-
main without electricity 
nearly two weeks later. 

Garcia Wilburn, a mem-
ber of the House Committee 
on Public Health, is asking 
the state to take three spe-
cific actions for residents in 
the affected counties:

1. Pause procedural 
Medicaid terminations. 
Direct FSSA to suspend 
disenrollments for benefi-
ciaries in disaster-declared 
counties who cannot com-
plete a renewal or return re-
quested paperwork because 
of the storm, so no eligible 
Hoosier loses coverage over 
a form that washed away, a 
notice that never arrived or 
lack of access to the virtual 
FSSA Benefits Portal.

2. Extend deadlines 
for waiver level-of-care 
assessments. Extend the 
deadlines for level-of-care 

assessments and 
reassessments 
under Indiana’s 
Home- and Com-
mun i ty -Based 
Services (HCBS) 
waivers, and al-
low them to be 
completed by 
phone or video, 
so seniors, people 
with disabilities and med-
ically fragile Hoosiers do 
not lose in-home services.

3. Use every available 
tool to do it. Move now on 
the steps the state can take 
on its own, and pursue fed-
eral flexibilities, including 
an 1135 waiver and a disas-
ter relief state plan amend-
ment, that make these pro-
tections airtight.

“FSSA’s communica-
tion problems with Med-
icaid beneficiaries were 
making headlines before 
this storm ever hit,” Gar-

cia Wilburn said. 
“Now we have 
families who 
lost everything 
in the water, and 
the state is still 
asking them for 
paperwork. We 
should be help-
ing these Hoo-
siers hold onto 

their coverage, not letting 
a deadline finish what the 
flood started.

“In Hamilton Coun-
ty, Muncie, and across the 
flood zone, people are pull-
ing water out of their homes 
and searching for whatever 
documents they have left. 
Nobody should lose their 
health coverage because a 
renewal notice is at the bot-
tom of a flooded basement. 
FSSA has the authority to 
pause these terminations, 
and it should do it today.

“You can’t ask someone 

in Gary or Munster who 
has been without power for 
nearly two weeks to answer 
a notice they never got on 
a portal they can’t log into. 
For seniors and people with 
disabilities who depend 
on in-home care, a missed 
deadline means losing 
life-sustaining services.”

Indiana used these exact 
tools during the COVID-19 
emergency, when FSSA 
allowed waiver level-of-
care determinations to be 
done by phone and extend-
ed annual reassessment 
deadlines by six months so 
people would not lose their 
in-home care. Other states 
have paused Medicaid re-
determinations for residents 
of disaster-hit counties after 
hurricanes, wildfires, and 
tornadoes, and federal rules 
specifically allow states to 
do so when a natural disas-
ter makes it impossible for 

people to respond.
Garcia Wilburn also 

pointed to a step the Braun 
administration has already 
taken for the same disaster 
victims: On Aug. 17, the 
Indiana Department of In-
surance called for a 60-day 
moratorium on insurance 
companies canceling any 
policies of Hoosiers direct-
ly affected by the storms, 
along with a suspension of 
late-payment penalties.

“The governor has al-
ready made sure families 
won’t lose their insurance 
because a bill came due in 
the middle of a flood,” Gar-
cia Wilburn said. “Their 
Medicaid deserves the same 
protection. Gov. Braun has 
declared the emergency 
and secured the federal dec-
laration. Directing FSSA to 
protect coverage is the nat-
ural next step, and it’s one 
he can take now.”

Garcia Wilburn

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
https://in211.communityos.org/
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
TalkToDani.com

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here 
to view 
Dani’s  
current 
listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Looking for a place to call Home? - Talk to Dani!
13035 Wembly Road - Carmel | 2,596 Sq Ft. | $525,000

7942 Red Sunset Way – Avon | 2,698 Sq Ft. | $383,900 9200 Wadsworth Court – Fishers | 1,470  Sq Ft. | $299,900

12131 E 196th St – Noblesville | 6,935 Sq Ft. | $2,199,000

30 Blue Water Drive - Cicero | 924 Sq Ft. | $265,000

Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Business cards

Noblesville Roofing 
& Restoration 

Phone (317) 223-4587
Email: dhbs@comcast.net 

Martini Monday $10 specialty & well martinis
Tito’s Tuesday $7 single Tito’s drinks  
& $10 double Tito’s drinks or martinis 

Wine Wednesday 1/2 priced bottles of wine 
Tito’s Thursday $7 single Tito’s drinks 
& $10 double Tito’s drinks or martinis 

Note: entrée required for all specials
Live music Wednesday and Fridays

317-804-2051
3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Pasto Italiano Summer Specials

Reservations 
Recommended

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks & Recreation!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

White River flooding 
sparks many feelings

Well, Mother 
Nature got bitchy 
on us on Saturday 
the 15th as the in-
cessant rain that 
has been inundat-
ing the state of 
Indiana resulted 
in a hundred-year 
swelling of the 
White River, 
which passes a 
quarter mile or so from our 
house.

My wife Donna and I 
have lived together in our 
home for the past 30 years; 
she has lived there more 
than 60. Only once, on New 
Year’s Day in 1991, had 
the river swelled to make 
a wet visit into the house 
on Ralston Avenue in Ra-
venswood. Five inches of 
depth ruined furnishings, 
walls, rugs, flooring, and 
emotions.

It's very strange to have a 
river intrude into your home. 
It doesn't care a dot about any 
puny preparations you might 
have made – putting furniture 
up a foot or so, taking bottom 
drawers out of their positions 
so that the water won't soak 
clothing, or foods, or cher-
ished keepsakes. It just bursts 
in as it pleases – leaving be-
hind its wetness, stink, and 
heartbreak.

Although we couldn't 
see the actual damage to 

our property until 
Monday, we were 
sent images that 
showed the awful 
effects of the flood 
on our neighbor 
Ron's home. It 
was so upsetting, 
my wife and I both 
broke into tears, 
knowing our place 
was no better.

And when we finally 
saw the aftereffects at our 
address, we cried again. 
Nothing prepares you for 
a shock like that. The wa-
ter line marks on the walls 
showed the depth had been 
well over two feet, nearly 
three in places where a surge 
must have happened. Mud 
was everywhere. Our huge 
refrigerator lay on its face, 
across the room from where 
it had stood. Our mattresses 
had been in dirty river water, 
as had our dresser drawers, 
kitchen shelves, couches, 
chairs, and televisions. It was 
very nearly a complete loss.

But next – there was 
nothing to do but start the ar-
duous task of reforming your 
lost comforts. 

First, where to stay? 
Many displaced people are 
staying with family. We had 
offers, but our close family 
lives on the west side of Indy. 
We needed to stay closer, and 
were very lucky as Donna's 

son Tony rushed his RV to 
our driveway and set us up 
with A/C, Wi-Fi, bed, TV, 
and a small kitchen.

We began the work of 
sorting through what was 
ruined and what might be 
saved – taking the spoilage 
to the curb. After that task, 
we hired workers to come 
in and take out furniture and 
remove wet portions of wall 
board. (Our RV son is also 
a contractor, so more luck 
there.) 

As of writing this col-
umn, we are now on Day 5 
of our recovery, and some 
lasting impressions have 
emerged. 

First and foremost – 
when stuff like this happens, 
people are great, giving and 
generous. The cost of all 
this is a nightmare. There 
are government programs to 
take advantage of, but ready 
cash has come to us from 
family, friends and even 
strangers. It isn't just sym-
pathy with words that we are 
getting – all manner of help 
is available at a local church, 
where you can walk in and 
take anything they have – 
fans, food, cleaning supplies, 
personal care items, buck-
ets, bags, paper products. 
As items go out, new stuff is 
wheeled in – an overwhelm-
ing supply of need-fillers.

Secondly: This is a terri-

ble event in our lives. I have 
NEVER had a tragedy of this 
nature happen to me. It truly 
is overwhelming and I have 
felt every bit of being angry, 
lost, confused, hapless, and 
cursed. 

Third: The truest feeling 
I have – the one that occurs 
again and again, and brings 
to me an overwhelming 
sense that being an Amer-
ican, being a Hoosier, is a 
special gift – is the kindness, 
the heartfelt generosity, and 
the seemingly endless caring 
we have been offered and 
have gratefully accepted. 
Strangers have given money, 
gift cards, and help. Family 
have gifted us collections 
of funds, transferred money 
into our account, and prom-
ised help with purchases. 
Frankly, the love we feel is 
more overwhelming than the 
tragedy in many ways. 

The people who have had 
this happen to them really 
are hurting. If you have any 
feeling of compassion for 
a flood stricken loved one, 
seek them out and offer your 
help. It will mean so much to 
them. 

If you have no such con-
nection, you might try to find 
a way to make a difference 
through churches and char-
ities. This really is a wide-
spread, crushingly painful 
event for many. 

KEN KLINGENMEIER

COLUMNIST

Fishers prepares for 
return of Geist Race Series
The REPORTER

The City of Fishers is 
preparing to host its largest 
community race, the Geist 
Race Series, on Saturday, 
Sept. 12. This year’s event 
will feature a new race dis-
tance, expanded course en-
tertainment, and a new ven-
dor lineup for the post-race 
party.

The 18th annual wa-
terfront race around Geist 
Reservoir is an iconic com-
munity tradition, attracting 
both locals and runners from 
around the country. Last 
year’s event drew 2,500 par-
ticipants from 26 states, and 
race organizers anticipate 
an even larger crowd this 
year. It was also the site for 
a successful Guinness World 
Record for the fastest half 
marathon in a four-person 
costume, where four former 
cross country and track ath-
letes from Anderson Univer-
sity conquered the half mar-
athon dressed in a connected 
caterpillar costume.

This year’s event fea-
tures the return of the pop-
ular 5K, 10K, and half 
marathon races, along with 
a new 1 Mile race. The fam-
ily friendly, timed race will 
begin at 9 a.m., 90 minutes 

after the other three races be-
gin at 7:30 a.m., so 5K and 
10K participants have the 
option to complete a second 
race if desired. All races are 
walker and stroller-friendly, 
so the whole family can race 
the reservoir. For the 10K 
and half-marathon course, 
only jogging strollers are 
permitted. 

All participants will re-
ceive a race shirt and free 
drink at the post-race party, 
along with a finisher medal 
at the completion of their 
race. This year’s race shirt 
was designed recent Fish-
ers High School graduate 
McKenzie Bowen, whose 
design was selected by the 
community during a student 
design contest earlier this 
year, hosted in conjunction 
with Fishers Arts Council. 
This year’s race also features 
the return of the VIP Perks 
package including reserved 
race day parking, signature 
swag, an extra drink ticket, 
and more for an additional 
$58.99.

The city has expanded 
course entertainment this 
year with The Andy Schom-
burg Band, Glenn Seland, 
and Six o’Clock Strangers 
performing throughout the 

half-marathon course. This 
year will also feature a new 
water station spirit contest, 
where 10K and half-mara-
thon water stations will be 
voted on by participants.

The 2026 post-race party 
will feature local vendors, 
including MashCraft Brew-
ing, Athletic Brewing, Java 
House, Pure Green, Eiffel 
Waffle Creamery, and Ghost 
Mobile Kitchen. All partic-
ipants will receive a drink 
ticket for a complimentary 
alcoholic or non-alcoholic 
beverage to redeem at the 
post-race party.

The half-marathon 
course will once again fea-
ture the Mental Health Mile 
and Gold Star Mile, designed 
to encourage participants as 
they run the race. At Mile 
5, the Mental Health Mile, 
presented by Aspire, will 
motivate participants while 
supporting Fishers Health 
Department’s Stigma Free 
Fishers initiative. At Mile 

10, the Gold Star Mile, pre-
sented by the Fishers Armed 
Services Commission, will 
honor Indiana’s fallen ser-
vice members and their fam-
ilies. Gold Star race bibs will 
be available for pickup Fri-
day, Sept. 11.

Sponsors for the 2026 
Geist Half Race Series in-
clude IU Health (Medical 
Sponsor) along with Mash-
Craft Brewing, Towne Post, 
WTHR Channel 13, and 
Meijer (Gold Sponsors). 

Registration is open 
until Friday, Sept. 11, how-
ever prices will increase on 
Wednesday, Aug. 26, so lock 
in the lowest price now at 
GeistHalf.com. Volunteer 
opportunities are still avail-
able for the start/finish line 
and parking attendants. Visit 
VolunteerFishers.com to 
sign up. 

To view course maps, 
road closures, and to reg-
ister for the event, visit 
GeistHalf.com.

First Financial Bank to hold 
fraud prevention event

Submitted
In the age of AI, fraud 

prevention has become a 
growing challenge, with fi-
nancial services providers 
constantly adapting to ad-
just to the evolving tactics 
of bad actors. 

With this new reality as 
a backdrop, First Financial 
Bank will host a special 
panel focused on today’s 
fraud prevention trends, in-
cluding the rise of AI-driv-
en scams and cybersecurity 
threats. Attendees will hear 
from industry experts from 
First Financial Bank, the 
U.S. Secret Service and 
more during this discussion.

The panel will take place 
from 8 to 10 a.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 27, at Woodland 

Country Club, 100 Wood-
land Lane, Carmel.

The panel will focus on 
topics including the latest 
cyber risks and scam tactics 
targeting businesses today, 
and how to protect business 
with cyber risk approaches. 
Panelists will also cover 
awareness and tools to pro-
tect yourself including strat-
egies and resources, and 
claims specialists will share 
real-world experiences and 
actionable steps for claims 
and prevention.

This event is open to the 
public, with no charge for 
admission. Registration is 
available by contacting First 
Financial Bank’s Adam Ba-
billis at Adam.Babillis@
bankatfirst.com.

Meeting Notices

The Noblesville Common 
Council will meet at 6 p.m. Tues-
day, Aug. 25, 2026, in the Council 
Chamber at Noblesville City Hall, 
16 S. 10th St.

A live stream of the meeting 
will be available at youtube.
com/@CityofNoblesville and 
also streamed at youtube.com/ 
@HamiltonCountyTelevsion.  

A list of each appointed of-
ficer’s name, their appointing 
authority, and term dates is avail-
able at noblesville.in.gov/447/
Boards-Commissions.

The Noblesville Common 
Council will attend a city briefing 
concerning the natural disaster 
that occurred on Thursday, Aug. 
13, 2026, and the city’s response 
to the emergency.  

This meeting will be at 9 a.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 26, 2026, at the 
Noblesville Public Safety Building, 
Fire Station 71 Bay, 135 S. 9th St.

A list of each appointed of-
ficer’s name, their appointing 
authority, and term dates is avail-
able at noblesville.in.gov/447/
Boards-Commissions.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law 
notification under I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in our Tuesday through Friday 
digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

The Carmel Plan Commission 
and Board of Zoning Appeals will 
hold Hearing Officer meetings at 
11 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2026, in 
the Council Chambers on the sec-
ond floor of Carmel City Hall, 1 
Civic Square.

The Carmel Plan Commission will meet at 
6 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2026, in the Council 
Chambers on the second floor of Carmel City 
Hall, 1 Civic Square.

The Carmel Clay Schools 
Board of Trustees will meet for 
a workshop session at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 26, 2026, at 
the Carmel Clay Schools Educa-
tional Services Center, 5201 E. 
Main St.

The Noblesville Board of Pub-
lic Works and Safety will meet in 
an executive session at 8:45 a.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 25, 2026, pursu-
ant to IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(7) For 
discussion of records classified 
as confidential by state or federal 
statute.

The regular meeting will begin 
at 9 a.m. in the Council Chamber 
at Noblesville City Hall, 16 S. 
10th St.

A live stream of the meeting 
will be available at youtube.
com/@CityofNoblesville.

The Atlanta Town Council will hold 
a Budget Workshop at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Sept. 8, 2026, at Atlanta Town Hall, 105 
E. Main St.  

TriCo Regional Sewer Utility will hold a Budget 
and Finance Committee meeting at 7:30 a.m. Fri-
day, Aug. 28, 2026, at 7236 Mayflower Park Drive, 
Zionsville.

https://www.talktodani.com/
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter/videos
https://www.facebook.com/BethShellerforHamiltonCountyClerk/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://www.geisthalf.com/Race/GeistHalfMarathon/Page/VIP-Perks
https://www.geisthalf.com/Race/GeistHalfMarathon/Page/VIP-Perks
http://GeistHalf.com
http://VolunteerFishers.com
http://GeistHalf.com
mailto:Adam.Babillis%40bankatfirst.com?subject=
mailto:Adam.Babillis%40bankatfirst.com?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/@CityofNoblesville
https://www.youtube.com/@CityofNoblesville
https://www.youtube.com/@HamiltonCountyTelevsion
https://www.youtube.com/@HamiltonCountyTelevsion
https://www.noblesville.in.gov/447/Boards-Commissions
https://www.noblesville.in.gov/447/Boards-Commissions
https://www.noblesville.in.gov/447/Boards-Commissions
https://www.noblesville.in.gov/447/Boards-Commissions
https://youtube.com/%40CityofNoblesville
https://youtube.com/%40CityofNoblesville
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Don't just ride the rails . . . Bike them!

NickelPlateExpress.com/railbike-rides

Forest Park 
Rail Adventure

An 8-mile round trip  
rail bike ride starting at  

Hobbs Station in Forest Park.
White River 

Family Cruise
Enjoy this short, scenic  

rail bike ride from  
Hobbs Station in Forest Park. 

Photo illustration provided by IU Kokomo

Seven area nursing students welcomed in
traditional induction ceremony at IU Kokomo
Submitted

Nearly 70 students wore 
the red scrubs that mark 
them as Indiana University 
Kokomo nursing students 
for the first time during the 
School of Nursing and Al-
lied Health Professions’ tra-
ditional induction ceremony 
on Wednesday, Aug. 19.

The new students, se-
lected through a rigorous 
acceptance process, each 
crossed the Havens Audito-
rium stage, receiving a cer-
tificate of accomplishment, 
and recited the Nursing 
Pledge, a promise to uphold 
the ethics of the nursing pro-
fession. The Indiana Nurse 
Honor Guard also partici-
pated in the ceremony.

A total of seven students 
for Hamilton County and 
areas nearby were included 
in the ceremony. Listed by 
hometown, they are:

• Noblesville: Lilly Wi-
lomovsky

• Westfield: Jennifer 
Berkner, William (Parker) 
Hamernik, and Elijah Turn-
er

• Tipton: Jaylie Spring-
er

• Elwood: Allison Reth-
erford

• Anderson: Ashley 
Banegas Nunez

Assistant Dean Steph-
anie Pratt welcomed stu-
dents, faculty, staff, and 
family and friends to the 
ceremony, calling it “the 

start of a wonderful jour-
ney.” She said acceptance 
into nursing school is a gift 
they will use to make a dif-
ference.

“On this journey, you 
will have the opportunity to 
give a gift with the gift you 
have been given, and isn’t 
that splendid,” Pratt said. 
“We are given the oppor-
tunity to serve, to share in 
life’s journey with others. 
There truly is nothing small 
about this wonderful privi-
lege that you have been giv-
en, to become a nurse.”

Julie Saam, associate 
vice chancellor for academ-
ic affairs, also offered con-
gratulations.

“Nurses hold vital jobs 

in our communities, and 
thus they are held to high 
standards,” Saam said. “Not 
just anyone can become a 
nurse, and we have high 
standards for our nursing 
students. I am certain that 
the journey that brought 
you to our program today 
required your significant 
talent, effort, sacrifice, and 
perseverance, and I com-
mend you for all that you 
have done to get where you 
are today.”

Dean Angela Opsahl 
said nursing requires a high 
level of proficiency, skill, 
ethical responsibility, and 
heartfelt dedication, and 
that nursing is a calling that 
blends clinical expertise 

with compassion and em-
pathy. The school’s rigorous 
curriculum, hands-on clin-
ical training, and access to 
outstanding faculty, along 
with opportunities to work 
in the nursing foundations 
skills lab, the simulation 
center, and community 
clinical practice sites will 
prepare them to meet the 
challenges of a dynamic 
healthcare landscape, Op-
sahl said, and encouraged 
them to take part in student 
life, to build relationships, 
and grow personally.

“Remember, you are not 
alone,” Opsahl said. “Our 
faculty and staff are here 
to guide and support you. 
Lean on and embrace your 

classmates, respect your dif-
ferences, and build a com-
munity rooted in care and 
collaboration.”

Brian Arwood, assistant 
professor of nursing, en-
couraged family members 
to provide support behind 
the scenes.

“You are the founda-
tion that will hold them 
steady when the weight of 
this journey feels heavy,” 
Arwood said. “Nursing is 
not just a career, it’s a call-
ing that demands resilience, 
compassion, and courage. 
And while our students 
will learn the science and 
the skills here, the strength 
to keep going often comes 
from home. From you.”

Federal Trade Commission warns 
scammers are stealing rental listings
By KARA KENNEY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

The Federal Trade Com-
mission (FTC) is warning 
consumers that scammers 
are taking over real rental 
listings and making them 
their own.

They copy the pictures, 
description, or virtual tour 
from a real online rental list-
ing, replace the agent’s con-
tact information with their 
own, and then post the pho-
ny ads on a new website.

The scammers may re-
place the landlord’s name 
with their name, lower the 
price, or ask for money – a 
deposit, application fee, or 
down payment.

The FTC said they may 
also:

• Tell  you to complete 
an application with infor-
mation like your Social 
Security number, a picture 
of your driver’s license, 
paystubs, and other person-
al details. Then they might 
use this information to steal 
your identity.

• The scammer might 
say you need to show you’re 
creditworthy by sending 
screenshots of your cred-
it scores. What they really 
want is to get you to enroll 
in a paid credit monitoring 
program with recurring fees.

Indiana’s I-Team spoke 
with Terri Miller, a consum-
er education specialist at the 

Federal Trade Commission. 
She recommended taking an 
important step when look-
ing for a rental.

“Search for that rental 
address online,” said Miller. 
“If you see another rental 
with that same address, may-
be the price is different or the 
contact information for the 
landlord is different. That’s a 
sign that this is a scam.”

In another version of the 
scam, scammers may create 
listings for places that do 
not exist.

The fake owner might 
tell you can only secure 
the property with a  wire 
transfer  through Western 
Union or MoneyGram, gift 
cards,  or  cryptocurren-
cy to pay for an application 
fee, deposit, or first month’s 
rent. But after you pay, the 
person you’ve been dealing 
with will disappear with 
your money.

Consider it a red flag if 
the property owner is pres-
suring you to make a deci-
sion or if the price seems too 
low.

FTC tips: how to tell 
whether a rental 

listing is real
• Search online for the 

name of the property own-
er or rental company with 
the words “complaint,” 
“review,” or “scam.”  See 
what other people say about 
their experiences.

• Consider the price of 

the rental. If the rent is a lot 
cheaper than most rents in 
the area, it could be a sign 
of a scam. And if anyone 
pressures you to make a de-
cision quickly to get a great 
deal, walk away.

• If you can, look at the 
property before you sign or 
pay. Visit the property in per-
son, have a friend or some-
one you know visit it, or 
watch a video or virtual tour. 
But know that that’s still not 
a guarantee that a property is 
real or available for rent. 

- If  you go in person, 
ask the rental agent for a 
business card issued by 
the company that owns or 
manages the property. Then 
check the agent’s ID to be 
sure it matches the records.

- Dealing with a pri-
vate landlord? Search city 
or county tax assessment 
websites to learn who owns 
a property, then check the 
landlord’s ID to be sure it 
matches the records.

- If you’re booking a va-
cation rental, get a copy of 
the contract before you send 
any deposit money. Check 
that the address of the prop-
erty really exists. And if the 
property is in a resort, call the 
front desk and confirm the 
location of the property and 
other details on the contract.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV 
at wishtv.com/news/i-team/
ftc-rental-listing-scams.

https://business.noblesvillechamber.com/events/details/state-of-the-city-2026-4959
https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/i-team/ftc-rental-listing-scams
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/what-know-about-identity-theft
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/what-know-about-identity-theft
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/what-know-you-wire-money
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/what-know-you-wire-money
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/avoiding-and-reporting-gift-card-scams
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/avoiding-and-reporting-gift-card-scams
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/what-know-about-cryptocurrency-and-scams
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/what-know-about-cryptocurrency-and-scams
https://www.wishtv.com/news/i-team/ftc-rental-listing-scams
https://www.wishtv.com/news/i-team/ftc-rental-listing-scams
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www.HCTV2.comwww.HCTV1.com

On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Wed Aug 19 -  Girls Soccer
5:30 pm Westfield vs Fishers | Junior Varsity Soccer | Fishers Sports Network
7:00 pm Westfield vs Fishers | Varsity Soccer | Fishers Sports Network

Thurs Aug 20 -  Volleyball
6:50 pm  Heritage Christian vs Mt Vernon | HSAA Volleyball | IndianaSRN

Fri Aug 21 -  Football
6:45 pm  Maconaquah vs 6:45 pm  Maconaquah vs Sheridan | Football | Bragg Sports Media
6:50 pm  Covenant Christian vs Park Tudor | IHSAA Football | IndianaSRN
6:50 pm Alexandria vs Greenfield Central | IHSAA Football | IndianaSRN
6:50 pm Mt Vernon vs Kokomo | IHSAA Football | IndianaSRN
7:00 pm Arsenal Tech vs Noblesville | IHSAA Football | HCTV Sports

Sat Aug 22 -  Boys Soccer
11:00 am West Lafayette vs Fishers | JV Soccer | Fishers Sports Network
12:30 pm West Lafayette vs Fishers | Varsity Soccer | Fishers Sports Network12:30 pm West Lafayette vs Fishers | Varsity Soccer | Fishers Sports Network

Wed Aug 26 -   Soccer and Volleyball
6:00 pm Avon vs Noblesville | Girls Soccer | Junior Varsity | HCTV Sports
6:30 pm  Western Boone vs Covenant Christian | Volleyball | IndianaSRN
7:30 pm Avon vs Noblesville | Girls Soccer | Junior Varsity | HCTV Sports

Upcoming Broadcasts

“We are what 
we repeatedly do. 
Excellence, there-
fore, is not an act 
but a habit.” – 
Aristotle

To excel is a 
lofty goal; one 
that may seem 
daunting for 
many of us. I 
can’t say that I ex-
cel in many, or maybe any, 
areas of study, lifestyle, or 
attributes. Does that mean 
to say I should not strive in 
any of these or other areas? 
(Rhetorical question!) Of 
course not! No matter what 
age, circumstance, or life-
style you possess, we can all 
focus on habits which can, 
and will, make a difference 
in our quality of life; habits 
which are beneficial to our 
very independence.

I was thinking recent-
ly of habits I have tried to 
focus on as I reached mid-
dle age and then – beyond! 
These habits are not ones 
that we were specifically 
taught growing up or that 
we learned at any level of 
our educational achieve-
ments. Rather, these are 
more practical functions of 
our daily lives which make 
a difference in our overall 
physical and mental health. 
And, interestingly, these 
specific essential everyday 
habits are ones that we first 
learned as babies and tod-
dlers when we first began 
to stand and walk. Realizing 
that our habits have been 
with us for a very long time 
in many cases, you may be 
skeptical about changing for 
the better, but believe me it 
is not only possible but es-
sential to your well-being.

Let’s take a look. (Read-
ers: please note that these 
suggestions are general in 
nature and not intended 
for those who have disabil-
ities or illness which pre-
clude them from using these 
movements as noted.) 

To Sit
How often do you rise 

from a seated position with-
out using your hands or 
arms to help push yourself 
up? We are hardly con-
scious of using our arms or 
hands to assist with a move-
ment done many times each 
day for most of us. It is 
imperative that we work to 
stay as strong as possible as 
we age.

The optimal method of 
standing from a seated posi-
tion is to stand without using 
your arms at all. First, plant 

your feet. Use 
your thighs, hips, 
and abdomen to 
power yourself up 
and down and you 
will find that you 
have improved 
stability and 
strength. In prac-
ticing this in my 
FlexAbility class, 
we extend our 

arms out front of our body 
so that we are not tempted to 
use them to assist our stand-
ing from the seated position.

To Stand
Your feet should always 

position below your hips. 
From that position the major-
ity of your weight should be 
in the heels of your feet, with 
the remaining in the toe box 
or ball of the foot. This po-
sitioning will help you main-
tain your balance, a critical 
issue in keeping you upright 
as falls can be a debilitat-
ing issue. Using this proper 
stance, your body will allow 
you to keep your shoulders 
above your hips and pelvic 
area and using this method 
can offer you relief if you 
suffer from back pain. 

To Walk
As I have mentioned in 

previous columns, most of 
us walk incorrectly, placing 
the balls of the feet down 
first as we step forward. This 
can through off the align-
ment of the body as the tor-
so is pitched forward. Again, 
this can be an issue in keep-
ing your balance. Place your 
heels down first, followed 
by the ball of your foot as 
you step forward. Keep your 
shoulders pulled back and 
swing your arms forward, 
making sure that the swing-
ing arm is opposite the leg in 
front as you move.

To Breathe
I have written several 

times about the importance 
of breathing properly and 
will continue to remind 
my readers about replacing 
quick, shallow breathing 
with deeper belly breaths. 
This, like anything we wish 
to change, requires practice!

Sit, stand, walk, and 
breathe with intention and 
you will find your body re-
sponds in appreciation.
Sharon McMahon, CNWC

The opinions expressed 
in this article are not intend-
ed to replace advice of your 
personal physician or li-
censed health professional. 
Please consult your physi-
cian for any issues you may 
have related to nutrition or 
fitness activity.

SHARON McMAHON
Be Well

COLUMNIST

Your most basic habits 
have everything to do 
with your well-being

Submitted
Hamilton County’s Re-

publican lawmakers are cel-
ebrating Hoosier students’ 
scores on the 2026 Indiana 
Reading Evaluation and 
Determination assessment 
rising for the fifth con-
secutive year, surpassing 
pre-pandemic levels.

House Speaker Todd 
Huston (R-Fishers) said 
more than 88 percent of 
Hoosier third graders 
passed IREAD, a nearly 1.5 
percentage point increase 
from last year. It’s the sec-
ond-largest single-year in-
crease since the test was 
implemented.

“Indiana students con-
tinue to make strong aca-
demic gains, including five 
straight years of reading 
improvement. These en-
couraging results show that 
our focus on high academic 
standards, targeted support 
and increased opportunities 
for students is working,” 
Huston said. “Thank you to 
our passionate and dedicat-
ed educators and families 
who work every day to help 
Hoosier students succeed.”

State Rep. Chris Jeter 

(R-Fishers) noted that liter-
acy rates for every student 
population are now higher 
than before the pandemic.

“Indiana is making re-
cord investments in K-12 
education while giving fam-
ilies more opportunities to 
find the right learning envi-
ronment for their children,” 
Jeter said. “These continued 
gains in reading are encour-
aging and show the results 
of these investments. We 
will keep working to ensure 
every Hoosier student has 
an opportunity to thrive.”

Local school corpora-
tion pass rates for the most 
recent IREAD exams in-
clude:

• Carmel  Clay Schools, 
96 percent

• Hamilton Heights 
School Corp., 95 percent

• Hamilton Southeastern 
Schools, 97 percent

• Noblesville Schools, 
92 percent

• Sheridan Community 
Schools, 94 percent

• Union Bible College & 
Academy, 70 percent

• Westfield-Washington 
Schools, 94 percent

State Rep. Danny Lo-

pez (R-Carmel) said a law 
passed in 2023 established 
science of reading stan-
dards and delivered focused 
support to Indiana students 
facing the most significant 
reading difficulties. Addi-
tional legislation bolstered 
the Indiana Department of 
Education’s literacy cadre 
program to ensure schools 
with fewer than 70 percent 
of students passing IREAD 
receive additional resources 
and support.

“As the son of a public 
school librarian, I know just 
how foundational strong lit-
eracy really is, and I’m so 
grateful to all the teachers 
and parents who worked 
so hard to move the needle 
in this critical area,” Lopez 
said. 

State Rep. Alaina 
Shonkwiler (R-Noblesville) 
said in the current state 
budget, Indiana increased 
K-12 tuition support by 
$640 million, a 5 percent in-
crease over the biennium, to 
its highest level yet. Nearly 
half of our state budget goes 
toward K-12 education (47 
percent). Indiana also ex-
panded its school choice 

scholarship program, em-
powering all Hoosier fam-
ilies to choose the school 
environment that is best for 
their students.

“The continued growth 
in IREAD performance is 
encouraging because litera-
cy opens the door to every 
other subject,” Shonkwiler 
said. “Making sure students 
can read proficiently gives 
them a stronger foundation 
for everything that follows.”

State Rep. Hunter Smith 
(R-Zionsville) said while 
this is all good news, the 
work for legislators won’t 
stop here.

“Every percentage point 
represents more students de-
veloping the confidence and 
skills that come from being 
a strong reader,” said Smith, 
a member of the House Ed-
ucation Committee. “These 
gains are worth celebrating, 
but our work doesn’t stop 
here.”

Results from the 2026 
IREAD for individual 
schools and corporations 
are available on IDOE’s 
website. Click here to learn 
more about the state’s litera-
cy standards.

Hamilton County’s GOP state
legislators praise increased IREAD

scores for fifth consecutive year

Huston Jeter Lopez Shonkwiler Smith

The REPORTER
Families looking for 

something fun to do on Sat-
urday, Sept. 19, will have a 
chance to enjoy live music, 
interactive exhibits, and 
food trucks while introduc-
ing their children to career 
opportunities that are in high 
demand across Indiana.

TradeUp Fest, present-
ed by Gaylor Electric and 
Associated Builders and 
Contractors of Indiana/Ken-
tucky, will transform River-
view Health Arena at Inno-
vation Mile into a daylong 
celebration of the skilled 
trades, bringing togeth-
er employers, educators, 
apprenticeship programs, 
and local businesses with 
students and families from 
across Central Indiana. 

Admission to the day-
time festival is free. 

Organizers say the goal 
is simple: create a fun fam-
ily event where young peo-
ple can experience careers 
in the skilled trades through 
hands-on activities instead 
of brochures and classroom 
presentations.

“The skilled trades built 
this country, and they’ll build 
its future,” Gaylor Electric 
CEO Chuck Goodrich said. 
“TradeUp Fest is an oppor-
tunity for families to come 
together, have fun, explore 
incredible career opportu-
nities and celebrate the men 
and women whose skills and 
craftsmanship keep our com-
munities moving forward.”

The free outdoor fes-
tival runs from 11 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. and features 
eight live bands, local food 
trucks, beer and wine ven-
dors, interactive exhibits, 

heavy equipment displays, 
and a Trades Village where 
attendees can try hands-on 
activities and meet profes-
sionals working throughout 
the construction and skilled 
trades industries. 

DIY Network personal-
ity and skilled trades advo-
cate Kayleen McCabe will 
serve as master of ceremo-
nies throughout the day.

“TradeUp Fest is more 
than a concert,” said Jake 
Gibson, executive director 
of Associated Builders and 
Contractors of Indiana/Ken-

tucky. “It’s a celebration of 
the people who build our 
communities and a bold step 
toward reducing the skilled-
trades workforce gap. By 
bringing together tradespeo-
ple, employers, businesses 
and music fans, we’re shin-
ing a spotlight on the pride, 
purpose, and opportunity 
found in the trades.”

TradeUp Fest brings free family festival, live
music & hands-on career exploration to Noblesville

See TradeUp . . . Page 10

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://www.hctv1.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o35fuZVWEKE3slzZV2D37fIceam0fzWJ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o35fuZVWEKE3slzZV2D37fIceam0fzWJ/view
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2023/bills/house/1558/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2025/bills/senate/358/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2025/bills/house/1001/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2025/bills/house/1001/details
https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indiana-choice-scholarship-program/
https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indiana-choice-scholarship-program/
https://www.in.gov/doe/it/data-center-and-reports/
https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indiana-academic-standards/literacy-development/
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Westfield Police K9 Unit earns
first place in multiple categories at
Ultimate Canine 2026 K9 Olympics
Submitted by 
City of Westfield

From Aug. 18 to 20, 
the Westfield Police De-
partment’s (WPD) K9 Unit 
competed at the Ultimate 
Canine 2026 K9 Olympics. 
The grueling competition 
brought 40 K9 teams from 
across the nation and world 
to Zionsville to challenge 
themselves in 14 catego-
ries.

The WPD K9 teams par-
ticipating finished with the 
following:

Sgt. Abney & K9 RB
• 1st place: Narcotics 

luggage
• 1st place: Patrol build-

ing search for man
• 1st place: Tracking 
• 3rd place: Narcotics 

vehicle interior
Ofc. Robins &
K9 Valkyrie 

• 1st place: Patrol resi-
dential search for man

• 2nd place: Patrol con-
trol

• 2nd place: Patrol over-
all

• 3rd place: Tracking
Ofc. McCarthy &

K9 Ozzy 
• 1st place: Patrol con-

trol
• 2nd place: Obstacle 

course 
By participating in a 

friendly yet challenging 
competition alongside 
some of the best K9 teams 

in the world, the WPD K9 
Unit showed its commit-
ment to excellence and 
strengthening its capabil-
ities. Congratulations to 
these K9 teams on their 
well-earned success.

Photo provided by City of Westfield

Gov. Bruan & Zay reach
settlement in IURC lawsuit
Submitted by Office of 
Gov. Mike Braun 

On Saturday, Aug. 22, 
Governor Mike Braun an-
nounced that the State of In-
diana has reached 
a mutually agree-
able settlement 
in the lawsuit, 
originally filed 
by Andy Zay in 
Marion Superior 
Court 1, pending 
under cause num-
ber 49D01-2608-
CE-044500.

“I am pleased 
that we have been 
able to reach a 
resolution,” Gov. 
Braun said. “This 
agreement allows 
all involved to 
move forward 
constructively in 
the best interest of 
Hoosiers. I want 
to recognize Andy 
for his service to the state. 
Public service is demand-
ing work, and I appreciate 
his contributions over the 
course of a decade on behalf 
of Hoosiers.”

Mr. Zay said, “The In-

diana Utility Regulatory 
Commission performs im-
portant work on behalf of all 
Hoosiers, balancing the af-
fordability of services need-

ed by all citizens, 
as demonstrated 
recently by the 
historic flooding, 
against the costs 
for maintaining 
and supplying 
those services. 
I’m proud to have 
been involved in 
addressing these 
issues during my 
time on the Utili-
ties Committee in 
the Indiana Senate 
and later as Chair 
and Commissioner 
of the IURC. I am 
disappointed that I 
will no longer be 
directly involved 
in this important 
work, but I believe 

resolution with the State is 
in everyone’s best interest at 
this time. I appreciate Gov-
ernor Braun’s willingness to 
reach satisfactory terms so 
that we can all move forward 
in a positive direction.”

Braun

Zay
The celebration con-

tinues inside Riverview 
Health Arena with a ticket-
ed concert featuring plati-
num-selling country artist 
Larry Fleet, The Wilder 
Blue, and Nora Reese. Are-
na doors open at 5 p.m., 
and the concert begins at 6 
p.m.

TradeUp Fest founder 

Josh Cecil said he hopes 
parents leave the event 
with a new perspective on 
career opportunities avail-
able to their children. 

“For too long, many 
families have viewed the 
skilled trades as a backup 
plan,” Cecil said. “The re-
ality is these careers offer 
purpose, excellent earning 

potential, and the chance 
to build something that 
lasts. We want students and 
parents to experience that 
firsthand while enjoying an 
incredible day of music and 
community.” 

Organizers encourage 
families, educators, and 
youth organizations to re-
serve free daytime festival 

passes in advance. Com-
panies are also invited to 
bring employees and their 
families to enjoy the festi-
val together while support-
ing workforce develop-
ment in Indiana. 

Free outdoor festival 
passes and arena concert 
tickets are available at 
tradeupfest.com.

TradeUp
from Page 9

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

Thanks for reading!

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/08/10/fired-indiana-utility-regulator-sues-governor-over-his-removal/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/08/10/fired-indiana-utility-regulator-sues-governor-over-his-removal/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/08/10/fired-indiana-utility-regulator-sues-governor-over-his-removal/
http://www.tradeupfest.com/
http://paulpoteet.com
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Today’s Bible Reading
Defeat of Sihon King of Heshbon

“Set out now and cross the Arnon Gorge. See, I 
have given into your hand Sihon the Amorite, king of 
Heshbon, and his country. Begin to take possession 
of it and engage him in battle. This very day I will 
begin to put the terror and fear of you on all the 
nations under heaven. They will hear reports of you 
and will tremble and be in anguish because of you.”

Deuteronomy 2:24-25 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

IMPROVED PRICE!

LAKEFRONT! SOLD! SOLD!SOLD! SOLD! PENDING!
2513 Sheridan 

Court
CICERO

20971 Shoreline  
Unit 410

NOBLESVILLE

6178 North  
Woodhaven Dr.

MCCORDSVILLE

18532 Oriental Oak 
Court

NOBLESVILLE

18149 Atlantic Road
NOBLESVILLE

18716 Prairie 
Baptist Road

NOBLESVILLE
This desirable 3BR, 2BA Cicero 

ranch on .44 acres features a 
remodeled kitchen with quartz 

counters, wood-burning 
fireplace, spacious primary suite, 

and private, wooded backyard 
with two storage sheds. Lake 

access and boat docks.
Listed at $339,900 

Enjoy low-maintenance 
waterfront living in this gated 
2BR, 2BA Morse Lake condo. 
Features include fresh paint, 

new carpet, boat slip, two 
garage spots, storage, and 
stainless kitchen. Luxury 

meets convenience.
Listed at $299,900

This turnkey 3BR, 2BA ranch 
in McCordsville features fresh 

paint, granite counters, and 
LVP flooring. Enjoy the new 

wood privacy fence and covered 
deck. Community pool and 
playground are steps away!

New price $304,900 

Beautiful 4BR, 2BA 2 half baths 
in Oakmont of Noblesville. 
Situated on over half an acre 
(.68) wooded lot featuring a 
screened porch and finished 

basement along with a three car 
tandem garage. This move-in 

ready property awaits you.
Listed at $559,900

Own this charming 1.5-acre 
country retreat! Features 2,000+ 
sq ft, 4BR, 2BA, and a new roof. 
Enjoy a cozy fireplace, spacious 

kitchen, and fenced yard. 
Perfectly located near Hamilton 

Town Center and I-69. Won’t 
last long!

Listed at $274,900 

Attention investors and 
homeowners! Hard-to-find 
country ranch on .39 acres. 

Featuring 2BR, 1BA, spacious 
family room, kitchen with 

appliances, and attached garage. 
Updates include 2022 roof, 
plumbing, and 2023 AC.

Listed at $172,900
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Dr. Thomas Gutteridge spent his career build-
ing things: a $27 million dollar business school, 
international academic partnerships, real-world 
student experiences … but, ask anyone around 
him, and Tom’s true legacy is a love story: a love 
of learning, a love of leadership, and most of all, 
the love of his life, his beloved bride, whom he 
affectionately called “Jude.”

Dr. Thomas George Gutteridge, PhD, born 
October 31, 1942, in Flint, Mich., passed away 
peacefully on August 17, 2026. He was the devoted hus-
band of Judith Kay Gutteridge, his wife of 61 years; the 
proud father of Theresa Susanne Dixon (Terry), Deborah 
Kay Becker (Eric), and Cynthia Marie Breitwieser (Steve); 
and, Grandpa a.k.a. Pa-O and Papa to his nine grandchil-
dren: Nick, Steve, Andrew, Tim (Mia), Abby, Mia, Grey-
sen, Charlotte, and Hudson.

Tom is survived by his siblings, Phil Gutteridge (Car-
ole), John Fink (Nadiya), and Bonnie Eckenwiler (Bill); and 
many nieces, nephews, great-nieces, and great-nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, George Er-
nest Gutteridge (Marie) and Mary Ruth Fink (John), and 
his brother, Gary Gutteridge. 

The family extends our deepest, heartfelt gratitude to 
the many caregivers, friends, and family that supported 
Tom (and Judy) throughout his journey. Their profound 
compassion, endless patience, and gentle care brought dig-
nity to Tom and immense comfort to our family. 

A Love of Leadership
“I’ve been a dean at three different universities, and it 

is always the people I miss most when I leave each place.” 
Tom spent his career transforming institutions, but it was 
his passion for people that many will remember most: no-
ticing them, crediting them, and celebrating them.

Tom graduated from Davison High School in 1960, and 
then earned a bachelor’s degree in industrial engineering 
from General Motors Institute and a master’s degree and 
Ph.D. from Purdue University. Tom served as Associate 
Professor of the State University of New York at Buffalo 
(1970-1983), Dean at Southern Illinois University (1983-
1992), Dean and Distinguished Professor of the University 
of Connecticut School of Business (1992-2002) where he 
helped elevate the school from regional prominence toward 
national recognition, including leading the construction of 
the $27 million School of Business building; and, Dean and 
Distinguished Professor of the College of Business and In-
novation at the University of Toledo where he retired from 
academic life in 2016 as Dean and Professor Emeritus.

Even with advanced-stage Alzheimer’s Disease, his 

leadership instinct never left him. During his 
time in memory care, Tom gathered staff and 
residents together, certain he ran the place, and 
asked everyone to join him in a round of applause 
for the caregivers. It was fundamentally Tom: his 
memory faded, but his belief in empowering the 
people around him never did.

A Love of Learning 
Always the academic, Tom carried his love of 

learning to his personal life. He was an avid read-
er who could always be found with a book in his hand, at 
home, at the mall, or even quietly reading in the middle of a 
party. Tom and Judy also shared a love of travel, exploring 
Europe, China, India, Korea, Egypt, and a South African 
safari. Tom’s love of adventure spilled over into family 
trips as well where he would stop at questionable roadside 
diners, press on for hours without a restroom break, and get 
lost repeatedly so the girls got to see many things twice. It 
was Tom’s lifelong appetite for the world around him that 
turned into unforgettable adventures for the whole family.

A Love for Family 
Throughout all of Tom’s professional accomplishments, 

his wife Judy was always by his side. 
A dedicated professional, Tom still found the time to 

support his daughters’ athletic endeavors, including early 
morning rides to swim practice, supporting from the stands 
and mission trips. He relished the small things, with regular 
visits to Mary Lou’s, his go-to-diner in Carbondale. More 
than anything, he taught his girls the value of hard work and 
resilience, lessons that stuck long after the lecture was over.

That same warmth spilled into smaller moments too. 
He once came home from the pet store with three kittens, 
not wanting to leave the smallest kitten behind. Around the 
holidays, he would trade his business suit for a red one, 
surprising family, friends, and even children in the local 
hospital as Santa Claus.

Tom used to say, “a dean was only as good as the people 
who supported him.” By that measure, his greatest achieve-
ment wasn’t his PhD. or a first of its kind learning center 
… it was Jude, at his side for 61 years, the family they built 
together, and the many lives he touched.

He will be deeply missed, forever remembered, and al-
ways loved.

A memorial service will take place from 1 to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, August 29, 2026, at Geist Christian Church, 8550 
Mud Creek Road, Indianapolis.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to alz.org/
indiana.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Dr. Thomas Gutteridge
October 31, 1942 – August 17, 2026

Betty Mae Burger
October 1, 1931 – August 20, 2026

Betty Mae Burger, 94, a spirited, funny, compassionate, 
and creative soul, passed away on Au-
gust 20, 2026. She was born on Octo-
ber 1, 1931, in Lincoln, Ill. Betty lived 
an extraordinary life filled with love, 
laughter, and fond memories. She was 
a beacon of light in the lives of many 
and will be deeply missed. 

Betty married the love of her life, 
Archie Burger, on July 8, 1952, a union 
that brought about a beautiful family. A 

retired cake decorator, her creativity extended beyond her 
profession into her hobbies. She was an avid quilter and en-
joyed sewing, often creating pieces that reflected her love 
for her family. Her love and passion for baking and deco-
rating cakes were a reflection of her warm, nurturing heart. 
A lover of puzzles, Betty enjoyed challenging her mind and 
was known to enjoy a friendly card game with ‘the card 
girls.’ She was also a dedicated Chicago Cubs fan and rel-
ished outings to the dog track and casino with her husband. 
A lover of dogs, Brandy and Bebe (poodles) were by her 
side and held a special place in her heart. 

Betty was a vibrant member of her community, serving 
on the board of the Oasis Senior Citizens Center, and was 
heavily involved in Relay for Life, inspired by her own sur-
vival of breast cancer. Her faith was a significant part of her 
life, and she expressed it beautifully through singing in the 
choir at the First Methodist Church of Lincoln. She was a 
woman of resilience, laughter, and love, leaving an indeli-
ble mark on the hearts of those who knew her.

Betty is survived by her daughters, Joni (David) Conlon 
and Shelli (Kenny) Walters; her grandchildren, Zach (Tara) 
Gahr, Emily (Adam) Keiper, Shelby (Andrew) Foehner, 
and Allison (Zachary) Huddleston; and her great-grand-
children, Riley, Reese, Quinn, Wren, Skylar, and soon-to-
be Baby Grace.

She was preceded in death by her parents and her sib-
lings, Ruth Musser, Ralph Camp, Clyde Camp, Robert 
Camp, and James Camp.

Betty’s wishes were to be cremated and buried with her 
husband at Camp Butler National Cemetery. Her care has been 
entrusted to Hartley-Dunnichay Funeral Homes – Cicero. 

In lieu of flowers, please feel free to donate to Relay for 
Life, a cause near and dear to Betty’s heart.

We invite you to share your favorite memories of Betty 
and upload photos to her memorial page, to help us cele-
brate her remarkable life.

Condolences: hartleyfuneralhomes.com
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