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The power of 
showing up: where 
belonging begins

What if belonging 
doesn’t begin with an 
invitation? What if it 
begins with simply 
showing up?

This year, as I be-
gin another year as a 
Compass mentor with 
Noblesville Schools, 
our theme is The Pow-
er of Showing Up. The 
more I thought about 
those four words, the more I realized how 
deeply they connect to something I have 
come to believe through my own journey: 
belonging begins when someone chooses to 
be present.

You don’t have to be perfect to be present.
Sometimes, a student doesn’t need an-

other adult with all the answers. They need 
one more adult who will sit beside them, 
listen without judgment, notice when some-
thing feels different, and remind them, “You 
can count on me.”

That is the heart of Compass mentoring.
Our training brought together mentors 

with a wide range of experiences – from 
first-time volunteers to mentors who have 
been part of the program for five years. We 
may have different stories, professions, and 
life experiences, but we shared something 
important: a genuine passion to show up for 
students when they need another person in 
their corner.

And showing up is more than physically 
being there.

We learned about the difference be-
tween simply listening, focused listening, 
and global listening. Focused listening asks 
us to pay attention to the words. Global lis-
tening asks us to notice everything around 
those words – the body language, facial ex-
pressions, pauses, energy and tone.

Sometimes the most important part of a 
conversation is what isn’t being said.

A student’s “I’m fine” might mean 
many different things. Instead of assuming, 
global listening encourages us to pause, ob-
serve and gently ask.

We also explored the LASER-LIGHT 
approach: Listen deeply. Ask wisely. Speak 
empathetically. Establish common ground. 
Respond rather than react.

Pooja Thakkar
Taste of Community
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Health Department offers
safety tips for flood cleanup
Residents encouraged to wear PPE & discard exposed foods
The REPORTER

As residents begin returning 
to homes impacted by recent 
flooding, the Hamilton County 
Health Department is remind-
ing residents to take extra safety 
precautions to reduce the risk of 
injury, illness, and exposure to 
mold.

Protect yourself 
during cleanup

Residents should wear ap-
propriate personal protective 
equipment when entering and 
cleaning flood-damaged areas. 
Recommended items include:

N95 masks, particularly 
when working around drywall, 
insulation, mold, or other ma-
terials that may create airborne 
particles.

Protective gloves to prevent 
contact with contaminants and 
reduce the risk of cuts and punc-
ture wounds.*

Heavy-duty trash bags for 
damaged materials and house-
hold items.

*Cuts and puncture wounds 
can increase the risk of infec-
tion, including tetanus. Resi-
dents should make sure their 

tetanus vaccination is current 
and contact a healthcare pro-
vider if they are injured during 
cleanup.
Furnaces & water heaters

Furnaces, water heaters, 
and other equipment exposed 
to floodwater should be pro-

fessionally inspected before 
being used. Heating and venti-
lation systems should be prop-
erly cleaned, and any mold ad-
dressed before circulating air 
throughout the home.

The most undervalued 
job I’ve ever witnessed

I spend my days as 
an attorney in Hamilton 
and Madison Counties 
with Adler Attorneys. 
Most weeks I work 
50 hours or more by 
choice. My work is de-
manding – family law, 
Department of Child 
Services cases, crimi-
nal defense, civil litiga-
tion, contested estates, trusts, and property 
disputes. The stakes are high, the decisions 
matter, and the mental load is significant.

For a long time, I believed that my ca-
reer was one of the most demanding jobs 
a person could have. Then our daughter 
was born.

Over the past several days, I’ve been 
home helping my wife recover while caring 
for our newborn and our almost two-year-
old son. Those few days have completely 
changed my perspective on one of the most 
overlooked jobs in our society: being a stay-
at-home parent.

Every morning seems to begin with a 
race against the clock. Before lunch I’ve 
already run multiple errands, swept and 
mopped the house, washed load after load 
of laundry, cleaned dishes more times than 
I can count, completed farm chores, helped 
care for our son, and tried to support my 
wife as she recovers from childbirth only a 
few days before.

And then the afternoon begins. There is 
always another diaper to change. Another 
meal to prepare. Another mess to clean. An-
other crying child to calm. Another bedtime 
routine to navigate. Another night interrupt-
ed by a crying newborn. There are no coffee 
breaks. No lunch hour. No quiet office. No 
clocking out at five o’clock. The work sim-
ply continues.

As I’ve experienced this firsthand, I’ve 
come to appreciate something I don’t think 
our culture recognizes nearly enough: 
stay-at-home parents are performing work 
that is physically exhausting, emotionally 
demanding, mentally draining, and incred-
ibly valuable.

DEVIN NORRICK

Guest COLUMNIST
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Reports show Hazel Dell bridge was in
‘very good condition’ before partial collapse
By MICHAELA SPRINGER
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Recent inspection reports 
reveal the Hazel Dell Parkway 
bridge in Carmel was rated as 
“good” or “very good” condi-
tion before its partial collapse 
on Aug. 15.

Record rainfall and surging 
water caused severe damage to 
the Hazel Dell Parkway Bridge, 
south of 106th Street near Blue 
Woods Creek.

Indiana’s I-Team obtained 
bridge inspection reports from 
2023 and 2025.

Most bridges in the country 
are required to be inspected at 
least every two years.

The 2023 inspection, con-
ducted by United Consulting, 
noted the bridge deck and wear-
ing surface (top layer) were in 
“good” condition.

Inspectors noted some “lon-
gitudinal and transverse cracks” 
in the concrete deck and surface.

Inspectors noted the bridge’s 
substructure or supports were in 
“very good” condition in 2023, 
noting only minor cracks.

The inspection also looked 
at how the creek flows under-
neath the bridge. Inspectors 
noted it was in “very good” 
condition, noting it was well 
vegetated.

In 2023, inspectors did not 
note any proposed improve-
ments, writing “no major work 
needed.”

The 2025 inspection, au-
thored by USI Consultants, also 
noted that the bridge was in 
“good,” “very good,” or “excel-
lent condition.”

The 2025 inspection report 
also noted longitudinal and 

transverse cracking, honey-
combing on beams, and minor 
cracks in concrete abutments.

Inspectors recommended 
Hamilton County, which main-
tains the bridge, remove brush 
and trees from near the bridge.

The bridge, built in 1998, 
will need a total replacement 
because of the recent water 
damage.

While the area remains 
off-limits to the public, city offi-
cials said the work to stabilize 
the infrastructure is complete.

The project began when 
Carmel crews and local engi-
neering partners built a tempo-
rary dam across the water flow. 
Officials said the barrier calmed 
the water around the pipes and 
eased structural concerns.

The Indiana National Guard 
provided a second layer of 
protection.  Two Black Hawk 
helicopter crews dropped 
2,000-pound sandbags  to cre-
ate a backup barrier in case wa-
ter breaches the first dam.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/news/i-team/hazel-
dell-parkway-bridge-collapse.

Photo by Circle City Broadcasting
The Hazel Dell Road bridge in Carmel on Aug. 19.

Photos provided by USI Consultants
Images from inspection reports showing key points of the Hazel Dell Parkway bridge 
in 2025, a year before the bridge’s complete collapse due to floodwaters on Aug. 15. 
The left photo shows the bottom of the beams and decks, and the right photo shows 
the first abutment.

Marching Huskies have strongest showing 
of the year at Indiana State Fair Band Day
Submitted by Hamilton 
Heights School Corp.

The Hamilton Heights 
Marching Huskies wrapped 
up their 2026 competitive 
season with a proud and 
memorable performance at 
the Indiana State Fair Band 
Day Competition.

Performing first out of 
35 bands, the ensemble de-
livered what many felt was 
their strongest show of the 
year. Although they did not 
advance to finals, the students 
left the field knowing they 
had performed at their abso-
lute best.

This season’s success re-
flects the dedication of an ex-
ceptional group of students, 
the leadership of a remark-
able senior class, and the hard 
work of returning and first-
year members alike. The in-
structional staff, parents, and 
volunteers played an essential 

role – from rehearsals and lo-
gistics to props, equipment, 
and unwavering support.

The Marching Huskies 
will present one final perfor-
mance of “Like a Moth to a 

Flame” at halftime of the var-
sity football game on Friday, 
Aug. 28.

Photo provided by Hamilton Heights School Corporation
The Hamilton Heights Marching Huskies capped off their fourth consecutive and 
memorable competitive season with a proud showing at the Indiana State Fair 
Band Day Competition.
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Studies have attempted 
to assign a dollar value to 
this work: $150,000 a year 
or more. I honestly believe 
that misses the point. You 
simply cannot place a price 
tag on raising children, nur-
turing them, comforting 
them, teaching them, and 
giving them the consistency 
they need during their earli-
est years.

What struck me even 
more wasn’t just the work-
load. It was the sacrifice. 
The morning before writ-
ing this, I realized my wife 
had been awake feeding 
our daughter at 1 a.m., 3:30 
a.m., and again at 5:30 a.m. 

while I slept through the 
night. She wasn’t complain-
ing. She was simply doing 
what mothers do every sin-
gle day. She is only days 
removed from giving birth, 
yet she continues putting 
the needs of our children 
ahead of her own comfort 
and rest.

That kind of sacrifice 
deserves recognition.

Another realization I’ve 
had during this time is how 
much children simply want 
your presence. When our 
son was born a couple of 
years ago, I only had three 
days at home before re-
turning to work. This time, 
thanks to the support of 
Adler Attorneys, I’ve been 
able to take additional time 
away from the office. I am 
deeply grateful for that op-
portunity.

I’ve watched my son 
light up simply because 
Dad is home. I’ve seen 
how naturally he turns 
to his mother throughout 
the day – for comfort, for 
guidance, for reassurance. 
I’ve witnessed the bond 
that develops when a par-
ent is consistently present 
during the ordinary mo-
ments of life. Those mo-
ments matter.

None of this is intend-
ed as criticism of families 
where both parents work. 
For many households, that’s 
not a choice – it’s a neces-
sity. Working parents love 
their children just as deep-
ly and make extraordinary 

sacrifices of their own.
But I do believe we 

should stop undervaluing 
those who devote them-
selves full-time to raising 
children. Being a stay-
at-home parent isn’t “not 
working.” It’s working all 
day. It’s sacrificing sleep, 
personal time, career ad-
vancement, and often adult 
conversation. And it’s do-
ing all of that because you 
believe your children are 
worth it.

The longer I’ve been 
home, the more convinced 
I’ve become that one of 
the greatest gifts we can 
give children is our time. 
Whether that’s a mother 
staying home, a father stay-
ing home, flexible work 
schedules, or simply mak-
ing intentional choices to 
be present, children benefit 
when loving adults invest 
deeply in their lives.

So today I’d simply ask 
you to do one thing. If your 
spouse is a stay-at-home 
parent, tell them thank you. 
Give them a hug. Recognize 
the countless things they do 
that often go unseen.

Because after just a 
few days of walking in 
those shoes, I can say with 
complete confidence that 
stay-at-home parents aren’t 
underworked. They’re un-
dervalued. And in my opin-
ion, they are among the true 
heroes of everyday life.

Devin T. Norrick is an 
attorney at Adler Attorneys 
in Noblesville and Anderson.

Undervalued
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Photos provided by Pooja Thakkar

Those are more than 
mentoring techniques. They 
are tools for building trust.

We talked about em-
pathy versus sympathy, 
fight-or-flight responses, 
constructive feedback and 
even the “sandwich meth-
od” – begin with something 
positive, offer constructive 
feedback, and close with 
encouragement. The les-
son isn’t about finding the 
perfect formula for every 

conversation. It is about 
remembering that how we 
communicate can deter-
mine whether someone 
feels corrected or cared for.

And sometimes, show-
ing up means meeting 
someone exactly where 
they are.

Maybe the student 
walks into a meeting having 
had a difficult day. Maybe 
they are quiet. Maybe their 
energy is completely differ-
ent from the last time you 
met.

Our job isn’t always to 
bring them to where we are.

Sometimes, our job is to 
meet them where they are.

That idea reminds me of 
Taste of Community. Com-
munity isn’t built because 
everyone arrives with the 

same story, the same cul-
ture, or the same perspec-
tive. It is built because peo-
ple keep making room for 
one another.

Showing up says: I see 
you.

Listening says: I want to 
understand you.

Consistency says: You 
can count on me.

And together, those 
things create something 
powerful: belonging.

As I look forward to 
another year of mentoring, 
I am excited about the big 
moments and the small 
ones: the conversations, the 
questions, the challenges, 
the laughter, and even the 
moments when I may not 
know exactly what to say.

Because perhaps that is 

the most important lesson 
of all:

We don’t have to show 
up perfectly.

We just have to show up 
genuinely.

One conversation. One 
listening moment. One en-
couraging word. One stu-
dent at a time.

Because sometimes, the 
person who changes some-
one’s day isn’t the person 
who has the perfect answer.

It’s simply the person 
who showed up.

And that is the power of 
showing up.

Belonging begins there.
Pooja Thakkar is work-

ing to build cultural connec-
tions. You can read her col-
umn each week in the pages 
of The Reporter.

Residents should 
not attempt to operate 
flood-damaged appliances 
until they have been deter-
mined safe by a qualified 
professional.

Food safety
Residents should use ex-

tra caution with food stored 
in refrigerators or freezers 
following flooding or pow-

er outages. Food that came 
into contact with flood-
water should be thrown 
away. Refrigerated per-
ishable food that has been 
above  41°F  should also be 
discarded. When in doubt, 
the safest option is to throw 
food away.

Intact commercially 
canned foods may be sal-

vageable if labels are re-
moved, and the cans are 
properly cleaned and san-
itized. Damaged, swollen, 
leaking, or rusted cans 
should be discarded.
Supplies & assistance 

available
Residents who 

need  food, cleanup sup-
plies, or other resourc-

es  can call  (317) 645-
3261  for assistance or visit 
the  Hamilton County 4-H 
Fairgrounds  for available 
resources.

Anyone with questions 
about flood-related health 
and safety concerns should 
contact the Hamilton Coun-
ty Health Department for 
additional guidance.

Showing Up
from Page 1
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Letter to the Editor

Gov. Braun should
listen to the science on 
bobcat hunting quota

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter 

will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
Indiana DNR wants to raise the annual bobcat 

kill quota from 250 to 400 – a 60 percent jump – and 
they’re doing it without any real data on how last year’s 
first-ever trapping season actually affected the popula-
tion. Trappers already killed 253 bobcats last season, 
blowing past the original 250 cap. If the quota goes to 
400, there’s no telling how many will actually be taken.

There’s no science backing a jump this big. In fact, 
DNR’s own population model shows that killing 400 
bobcats a year could push the species toward local ex-
tinction in Indiana within a decade. That’s not wildlife 
management – that’s a gamble with a species we only 
recently got back. Bobcats are the only native wildcat 
Indiana has left. They do real work keeping rodent and 
rabbit populations in check, which benefits farmers and 
ecosystems across the state. A species that was nearly 
wiped out in the mid-1900s deserves better than a quota 
decision made without solid data behind it.

Governor Braun and the Natural Resources Com-
mission need to listen to the science, as well as the voic-
es of the public, and reject this proposal.

If you care about this, please show up: the public 
hearing is Aug. 27, 2 to 4 p.m., at the Fort Harrison 
Inn in Indianapolis (or join online). Tell DNR and the 
Natural Resources Commission to reject the 400-bob-
cat quota and the expansion of hunting.

Grace Johnston
Carmel

Paul Poteet . . .
Your Hometown
Weatherman!

https://noblesvillesports.com/
https://www.lyons-realty.com/
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https://www.paulpoteet.com/
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Here is a list of all the yellow Feeding Team food pantries across Hamilton County.
For more information, go to FeedingTeam.org.

ARCADIA
Arcadia Brethren Church, 8989 E. 266th St. 
Hamilton Heights School Administration Building, 410 W. Main St.
ATLANTA
Wesleyan Church, 330 S. Walnut St.
CARMEL
Carmel Lions Club, 141 E. Main St.
St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church, 10655 Haverstick Road
CICERO
Cicero Christian Church, 1715 Stringtown Pike
Harbour Shores Church, 8011 E. 216th St.
Koteewi Park – Taylor Center, 12308 Strawtown Ave.
Laura Hayden’s School of Dance, 7830 E. 236th St.
Roundabout at SR 37 & Strawtown Ave. (23297 Lafayette St.)
The Indiana Academy, 24815 State Road 19
The Pizza House, 11 N. Main St.
FISHERS
Christ the Savior Lutheran Church, 10500 E. 126th St. 
Christ’s Community Church, 13097 Allisonville Road 
Cyntheanne Christian Church, 13151 Cyntheanne Road
G5 Auto Sales, 11544 Allisonville Road 
Life Church Fishers, 9820 E. 141st St.
SHERIDAN 
Issachar Church, 501 E. Main St.
Sheridan Church of God, 705 W. 2nd St.
Sheridan Elementary School, 24795 N. Hinesley Road
WESTFIELD
CrossRoads Church, 19201 Grassy Branch Road
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 4283 E. 191st St.
Radiant Life Church, 16162 Carey Road
The Old Playhouse, 1836 State Road 32 (Eagletown)
Westfield City Hall, 130 Penn St.
NOBLESVILLE
American Eagle/Miller Auto Body, 16100 Allisonville Road
American Leigon, 273 S. 8th St.
Chapel Church, 675 Walnut St.
Christ Lutheran Church, 10055 E. 186th St.
Clarksville Christian Church, 16600 Lehr St.
Deer Path HOA Community Building, 12109 Wolf Run Road
Emmanuel United Methodist Church, 16000 Cumberland Road
Family Promise of Hamilton County, 1051 N. 10th St.
Feeding Team Headquarters, 485 Sheridan Road (State Road 38)
First Christian Church, 16377 Herriman Blvd.
First Presbyterian Church, 1194 Maple Ave.
First United Methodist Church, 2051 Monument St.
Freedom Church, 1361 Christian Ave.
Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds, 2003 Pleasant St.
Hamilton County Fire Fighters Local 4416, 399 S. 14th St.
Hamilton County Health Department, 18030 Foundation Drive
Hinkle Creek Friends Church, 21617 Hinkle Road
IDES (International Disaster Emergency Service), 355 Park 32 West Drive
Ignite Transform, 698 N. 10th St.
Legacy Christian School, 470 Lakeview Drive
Life Church, 2200 Sheridan Road (State Road 38)
Moose Lodge, 950 Field Drive
Morse Beach FOP Lodge, 7201 E. 196th St. 
Mystic Images Tattoo, 164 N. 10th St.
Noblesville Schools Admin Building, 18025 River Road 
Open Door Church, 20545 Riverwood Ave.
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church, 9900 E. 191st St.
Promise Road Elementary School, 14975 Promise Road
Suburban Estates, 3288 Cicero Road
Union United Methodist Church, 19090 Deshane Ave.
Victory Baptist Church, 2021 Cicero Road (State Road 19)
Wayne Township Volunteer Fire, 18441 E. Durbin Road
White Rock Fellowship Church, 21070 Schulley Road

Feeding Team Food Pantries

From the desk of Hamilton Heights 
Superintendent Dr. Derek Arrowood
Update No. 177

In the midst 
of last week’s 
flooding, we once 
again witnessed 
the very best of 
Northern Ham-
ilton County. 
The compassion 
shown by our 
neighbors, the 
willingness to do 
whatever is needed, and the 
overwhelming generosity of 
time, resources, and support 
have been remarkable.

I want to recognize the 
extraordinary response we 
have seen across our coun-
ty, from Hamilton County 
Emergency Management, 
first responders, county and 
township officials, volun-
teers, community organi-
zations, and our Hamilton 

Heights staff 
members who 
stepped forward 
without hesitation 
to help others. 
Their actions re-
flect a community 
that does not wait 
to be asked but 
simply shows up.

People from 
every corner 

of our community have 
stepped forward to support 
those facing hardship, un-
derscoring that our greatest 
strength lies in our collec-
tive care and the deep sense 
of responsibility we share 
for one another. Many fam-
ilies will continue to feel the 
effects of this flooding long 
after the water recedes, and 
we are deeply grateful for 
every act of service, kind-

ness, and care offered during 
these challenging days.

* * *
It’s my pleasure to intro-

duce the Hamilton Heights 
Athletic Hall of Fame Class 
of 2026. This year’s honor-
ees include 1975 Boys Bas-
ketball Team, Beth (Hoch) 
Sperry (’88), James Duncan 
(’91), Maria (Mitchell) St. 
John (’21), and Coach Chuck 
Reeves. These outstanding 
Huskies have made a lasting 
impact on our athletic lega-
cy, and we’re excited to cele-
brate their achievements.

A special luncheon and 
induction ceremony will be 
held at noon on Saturday, 
Oct. 3 at Hamilton Heights 
High School, 25802 State 
Road 19, Arcadia. Each in-
ductee will receive a com-
memorative metal display, 

and their names and photos 
will be proudly featured in 
our Athletic Hall of Fame lo-
cated in the Athletic Center.

Tickets for the luncheon 
and ceremony are $10. For 
more information or to pur-
chase tickets, please contact 
Mitch Street at mstreet@
hhschuskies.org or call 
(317) 984-3551, ext. 1092.

* * *
Our friends at HOPE 

Family Care Center in Cice-
ro are hosting its 3rd annu-
al HOPE 5K Walk/Run on 
Sunday, Oct. 4. The event 
begins at 2:30 p.m. on the 
Hamilton Heights Cross 
Country course in Arcadia 
and is open to all ages and 
paces. Registration is $35 
and includes a T-shirt, with 
awards for top finishers; 
sponsorship opportunities 

are also available.
HOPE Family Care Cen-

ter is a faith-based nonprofit 
offering free medical, dental, 
counseling, women’s health, 
mammograms, and diabetes 
education services to un-
insured and under-served 
patients across Hamilton, 
Tipton, Madison, and Boone 
counties. Click here to reg-
ister or learn more.

* * *
Our partners as the In-

diana Association of School 
Business Officials (IASBO) 
and the Indiana School Pub-
lic Relations Association 
(INDSPRA) have created 
a brief, easy-to-follow vid-
eo that explains how Indi-
ana public schools receive 
funding and how districts 
manage resources to support 
student success.

Understanding how 
schools are funded is an im-
portant part of supporting 
our students and our commu-
nity. School finance can feel 
complex, but having a clear 
picture of how dollars flow 
to districts and how those 
dollars are invested helps 
all of us stay informed and 
engaged. I encourage you to 
take a few minutes to watch 
it and learn more about the 
financial structure that helps 
make our work possible. 
Watch the video here.

* * *
In a week marked by chal-

lenge, your compassion and 
service have been a steady 
source of strength. Thank you 
for all you do to support our 
students, our families, and 
this remarkable community.

#WeAreHuskies

Dr. derek arrowood
Heights Superintendent

COLUMNIST

STAR Financial Bank makes $100K 
commitment to flood relief efforts

The REPORTER
STAR Financial Bank 

announced on Thursday, 
Aug. 20, a $100,000 com-
mitment to support flood 
relief and recovery efforts 
across five Indiana counties 
affected by recent flooding. 

The contribution will 
support relief organizations 
serving Hamilton, Marion, 
Delaware, Madison, and 
Henry counties. These funds 
will help provide resources 
to individuals, families, and 
communities as they recover 
from the damage and disrup-
tion caused by the flooding. 

“Many of the communi-
ties impacted by these floods 
are places our customers, 
employees and neighbors 
call home,” said Jim Mar-
cuccilli, Chairman & CEO 
of STAR Financial Bank. 
“We know recovery takes 
time, and we want those 
affected to know STAR is 
here to support them. Being 
a community bank means 
showing up when people 
need help most, and we are 
grateful to work alongside 

trusted local organizations 
that are helping families 
move forward.” 

STAR will distribute the 
contribution evenly among 
the organizations, with 
$20,000 directed to each fund: 

• Hamilton County: 
Hamilton County Flood Re-
lief Fund through the Ham-
ilton County Community 
Foundation 

• Marion County: Indi-
anapolis Flood Relief Fund 
through the Indianapolis 
Foundation/Central Indiana 
Community Foundation 

• Delaware County: 
Heart of Indiana United 
Way Long-Term Flood Re-
covery Fund 

• Madison County: 
Heart of Indiana United 
Way Long-Term Flood Re-
covery Fund 

• Henry County: Hen-
ry County Disaster Relief 
Fund through the Henry 
County Community Foun-
dation 

Each fund is focused on 
addressing local recovery 
needs and connecting as-

sistance with residents and 
communities affected by the 
flooding. 

STAR has a long-stand-
ing commitment to strength-
ening the communities it 
serves throughout central and 
northeast Indiana. The flood 
relief contribution reflects the 
bank’s continued focus on re-
sponding to local needs and 
partnering with organizations 
positioned to make a mean-
ingful difference.

“Our communities are 
at the heart of who we are 
as an organization,” added 
Kevin Wright, President 
of STAR Financial Bank. 
“In difficult moments, we 
believe our responsibility 
extends beyond banking. It 
means being present, sup-
porting recovery and help-
ing strengthen the places we 

are proud to serve.”
Learn more about STAR 

Financial Bank at starfi-
nancial.com.

Community News
CANCELED: “Light Up the Night” 

at Potter’s Bridge Park
In the interest of public safety, “Light Up the Night” 

at Potter’s Bridge Park that was scheduled for Friday 
evening, Aug. 21, has been canceled.

Please check MyHamiltonCountyParks.com for 
updates and information on future events.

Lane & ramp closures planned for 
paving in Hamilton & Tipton counties
The REPORTER

The Indiana Depart-
ment of Transportation has 
planned lane and ramp clo-
sures on U.S. 31 in Hamil-
ton and Tipton counties for 
paving.

The following closures 
are planned next week be-
tween 6 a.m. and 6 p.m., 
weather permitting:

Wednesday, Aug. 26
• One lane closed on 

U.S. 31 southbound be-
tween 236th Street and 
216th Street in Hamilton 
County

• 236th Street ramp to 
U.S. 31 southbound closed

Thursday, Aug. 27
• One lane closed on 

U.S. 31 northbound and 

southbound between 
236th Street and 226th 
Street in Hamilton County

• U.S. 31 northbound 
ramp to 236th Street 
closed

• One lane closed on 
State Road 19 between 
State Road 28 and Hicko-
ry Drive in Tipton County. 

On-site flaggers will direct 
traffic.

INDOT reminds driv-
ers to slow down, avoid 
distractions, and use extra 
caution while traveling in 
and around work zones. 
All work is weather-de-
pendent, and schedules are 
subject to change.

Thanks for reading!

Hamilton County Reporter
Hamilton County’s Hometown Newspaper

https://feedingteam.org/
https://feedingteam.org/
mailto:mstreet@hhschuskies.org
mailto:mstreet@hhschuskies.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HAq9yA2mo929coo_zhxS2BxozWjyt0o4/view
https://vimeo.com/1198496789
https://www.starfinancial.com/
https://www.starfinancial.com/
https://myhamiltoncountyparks.com/
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
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By GARRETT BERGQUIST
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Indiana expects to fin-
ish its request for federal 
disaster aid within the next 
few days, Gov. Mike Braun 
said Thursday.

State officials are gath-
ering details from areas hit 
by the storms across In-
diana before they submit 
the formal application. The 
Republican governor also 
revealed Indiana has spent 
$5 million so far on flood 
recovery efforts.

“The state activated 
its emergency response, 
which is $5,000 per fami-
ly for temporary housing, 
food and clothing. Whatev-
er’s not being done locally, 
you’ve got that to call on 
as well,” Braun said. “The 
federal response, so far, 
has been to just replace the 
funds we’ve spent across 

our state, which 
has far exceeded 
$5 million.

“Today and 
tomorrow, we 
should be getting 
enough togeth-
er to give that to 
them (the feder-
al government) 
to see if we get 
a major declaration. It has 
taken that long to get the 
information they’ll need, 
which they’ll look to see 
if it reaches the threshold, 
and we’ll be very atten-
tive, making sure if it’s 
close we’ll get the benefit 
of the doubt. We’ve got a 
good relationship with the 
administration.”

He provided an update 
from the Noblesville Pub-
lic Safety Building after he 
toured damage from last 
week’s storms and flooding 
in Hamilton County.

Last week’s 
floods hit No-
blesville espe-
cially hard. Re-
publican Mayor 
Chris Jensen said 
the city alone has 
suffered at least 
$10 million in 
damage. While 
the floods dis-

placed 14 families, Jensen 
said no one will face evic-
tion from the hotels where 
they are staying.

The governor said sev-
eral state aid programs are 
open to residents, though 
he did not have a total for 
how many people have al-
ready applied.

He also discussed what 
he expects to happen re-
garding the federal govern-
ment’s approval of a disas-
ter declaration. He thinks 
the state has a very strong 
case for the federal govern-

ment to step in, based on 
the scale of what happened 
in Noblesville and other 
parts of the state.

The food pantry at the 
Hamilton County 4-H Fair-
grounds remained open 
Thursday for residents 
affected by the flooding. 
Over the next few days, 
however, officials plan to 
move those services back 
to the permanent food pan-
try system.

Jensen said local of-
ficials will carefully doc-
ument every expense to 
track how state and federal 
aid dollars are spent.

Gregg Montgomery with 
Circle City Broadcasting 
contributed to this request. 
This story was originally 
published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/news/politics/
gov-braun-expects-federal-
disaster-aid-request-will-
be-completed-soon.

Braun

By TOM DAVIES
Indiana Capital Chronicle

While state officials 
continue compiling details 
about recent storm damage 
across Indiana, Gov. Mike 
Braun said he is confident 
that the state can help pay 
recovery costs regardless of 
whether additional federal 
assistance is approved.

Flooding in central In-
diana counties and severe 
wind damage in the state’s 
northwestern corner has 
caused many millions of 
dollars in damage at a time 
when President Donald 
Trump has said he wants 
states to assume more re-
sponsibility for natural di-
saster response.

Braun said Wednesday 
that he expected the state’s 
request for a major federal 
disaster declaration would 
be submitted in the coming 
days to the Trump admin-
istration, with the aim of 
making residents eligible 
for federal aid.

That submission will 
happen after state officials 
gather enough information 
on damages to homes, busi-
nesses, roads, and bridges.

“We’re trying to figure 
out how many homes have 
been impacted,” Braun told 
the Indiana Capital Chroni-
cle. “It’s going to be proba-
bly in the thousands.”

Governor says state 
has money for aid
The emergency declara-

tion Trump approved Satur-
day for Indiana is intended 
to supplement state and 
local response efforts in 53 
listed counties.

The federal aid will help 
cover some state and lo-
cal response costs, such as 
evacuations, shelters, and 
water rescues. But that fed-
eral assistance is capped at 
$5 million.

The recent storms and 
flooding displaced more 
than 1,000 families and 
contributed to at least seven 
deaths around the state, ac-
cording to officials.

Braun said he is cer-
tain the state has the mon-
ey available to help with 
recovery work regardless 
of the level of federal aid 
granted.

Trump has repeatedly 
complained about how the 
federal government pre-
pares for and responds to 
natural disasters, saying 
he believes much of the 
responsibility should be 
moved to states. 

Braun expressed some 
agreement with Trump on 
that argument.

“We would be a state 
that would be in the best 
shape of almost any to be 
able to do it – and he’s got 
a point there because any of 

the help we’re getting, 100 
percent of it is borrowed 
money,” Braun said.

New Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
Administrator Cameron 
Hamilton recently said he 
wanted to “downsize the 
agency” and reduce “waste-
ful spending” but that he 
opposed talk of eliminating 
it.

Transfer boosts
state disaster fund
The State Disaster Relief 

Fund is providing emergen-
cy aid grants of up to $5,000 
– accessible by calling 211 
or going online – for food, 
clothing and other basics to 
those displaced from their 
homes.

Braun said Wednesday 
that the disaster fund had 
been bolstered to $5 million 
after payouts earlier this 
year had lowered it to about 
$2 million.

Officials can draw on 
money from the state gov-
ernment’s cash reserves, 
which stood at nearly $4 
billion as of the end of June, 
the governor said.

The disaster fund began 
this summer with a balance 
of about $5 million, accord-
ing to the state’s transpar-
ency portal. The fund had 
about $10 million before 
payouts from storms and 
flooding in March 2025.

Money for the fund 

comes from a share of the 
state’s tax on fireworks 
sales, which amounted to 
about $1 million during the 
2025 fiscal year, according 
to a Legislative Services 
Agency report.

“We did bump it up with 
our own reserves to make 
sure that was at the $5 mil-
lion [level] that we keep 
in it,” Braun said. “That’s 
$5,000 per family impact-
ed, and that is mostly just to 
get to the point where their 
own insurance kicks in, fig-
ure out how they’re going 
to go back to a home that is 
usable.”

State Senate Democrats 
have called for the gover-
nor to immediately provide 
emergency state funding di-
rectly to local governments 
and provide cleanup and 
housing assistance to dis-
placed families.

“Hoosiers should not be 
left staring at ruined homes 
and mountains of debris 
while billions of their tax 
dollars remain untouched,” 
Democratic senators said in 
a statement. “Families need 
more than sympathy. Com-
munities need more than 
promises. They need equip-
ment, manpower, housing, 
and direct assistance, and 
they need it now.”

This story was published 
on Thursday, Aug. 20, 2026, at 
indianacapitalchronicle.com.

Indiana seeking federal storm assistance
at time when Trump wants to scale it back

Water
“Nothing is 

softer or more 
flexible than wa-
ter, yet nothing 
can resist it.” 
– Lao Tzu

I’m going 
to keep this one 
short. Because to 
be honest, I’m ex-
hausted.

The Irish and 
the Scots called their whis-
key “uisge beatha,” or water 
of life. That’s how important 
it was to them. Water is key 
to making great whiskeys. 
Most distilleries, including 
Buffalo Trace (which I’m 
still procrastinating on) sit 
on major rivers or aquifers. 
Kentucky is especially rich 
in pure, lovely, limestone 
filtered, water. That’s why 
it’s perfect for bourbon.

Water is also key to life. 
Sixty percent of our bodies 
are made of it. Watson and 
Crick, and ALL other scien-
tists believe that it is the key 
to life on Earth. In fact, they 
believe it is the key to life 
EVERYWHERE. 

Water is beautiful. Think 
of the awesome lakes that 
we love to visit and play 
in, the vast beautiful oceans 
that mesmerize us with 
their inviting beaches, the 
awe-inspiring water falls 
that we love to frequent. 
The awe-inspiring canyons 
that it has carved. You get 
the idea.

Water is also the most 
destructive force on Earth. 

We’ve learned that the 
hard way in central Indiana 
over the past week. The state 
and federal governments 
have both declared much 
of Indiana disaster areas. 
Hamilton and Marion coun-
ties were both hit especially 
hard. You all know this.

I have family who live 
in the small communi-
ty of Ravenswood on the 
north side of Indianapolis. 
Ravenswood floods quite 
often; it’s right by White 
River. Never has it flooded 
like this. My family’s home 
(which usually is unaffected 
by the frequent flooding) 
had two feet of water in 
the house. Needless to say; 
most is lost and the house 
needs major repairs. 

So, I want to take the 
time this week to acknowl-
edge the devastation that 

has occurred to 
our communities. 
Because in the 
grand scheme of 
things, bourbon 
isn’t important. 

Life, family, 
home, country, 
friends – those are 
some of the things 
that are really im-
portant.

Community is also im-
portant. It’s always amazed 
me how Americans and 
especially Hoosiers come 
together in a time of crisis. 
Much of the time we’re 
bickering over politics, or 
sports, or horrible driving. 
Yet when things get tough, 
we are there for each oth-
er. It’s truly amazing and 
uplifting. This crisis is no 
different.

The outpouring of pure 
raw muscle, time, energy, 
food, water, supplies, and 
just plain hard work has 
been wonderful. This isn’t 
just happening with my 
family. It’s happening all 
across the Hoosier state. 
And I thank you. Thank you 
for your care, your compas-
sion, your hard work, and 
your donations. YOU are 
heroes. 

My family’s needs are 
being fulfilled, but MANY, 
MANY, others still need 
help. If you feel that you 
would like to help out, 
please do a Google search 
of Indiana flood relief. 
Here’s a short list: India-
napolis Flood Relief Fund, 
American Red Cross, The 
Salvation Army, Convoy of 
Hope. 

Or … if you have neigh-
bors in need, make them a 
lasagna, bring them some 
cleaning supplies, hand 
them a 20 spot, pat them 
on the back, and give them 
a hug. Every little bit helps. 

Tonight, I’m raising my 
Glencairn to you, Indiana. 
Cheers! We’ll get through 
this together. We’re Hoo-
siers, that’s what we do.

And now, seriously, 
I’m off to bed. Back at the 
recovery and restoration to-
morrow. 

Jon Smyrnis is a lifelong 
Indianapolis area resident. 
He enjoys traveling, hiking, 
biking, kayaking, dining out, 
and, of course, fine cocktails 
and great bourbons.

Jon Smyrnis
Bourbon Psychosis

COLUMNIST

Gov. Braun expects federal disaster
aid request will be completed soon

When weather is unpredictable, you can trust
Your Hometown Weatherman!

Accurate. Balanced.
You’re reading

The Reporter

https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/gov-braun-expects-federal-disaster-aid-request-will-be-completed-soon/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/gov-braun-expects-federal-disaster-aid-request-will-be-completed-soon
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/gov-braun-expects-federal-disaster-aid-request-will-be-completed-soon
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/gov-braun-expects-federal-disaster-aid-request-will-be-completed-soon
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/gov-braun-expects-federal-disaster-aid-request-will-be-completed-soon
https://qr.io/r/jo4nQy
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/08/20/indiana-seeking-federal-storm-assistance-at-time-when-trump-wants-to-scale-it-back/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/08/17/indiana-governor-announces-emergency-aid-temporary-housing-grants-amid-lethal-storms-and-flooding/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/08/17/indiana-governor-announces-emergency-aid-temporary-housing-grants-amid-lethal-storms-and-flooding/
https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/fema-nominee-pressed-whether-trump-favors-disaster-funding-requests-gop-states
https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/fema-nominee-pressed-whether-trump-favors-disaster-funding-requests-gop-states
https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/fema-nominee-pressed-whether-trump-favors-disaster-funding-requests-gop-states
https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/us-senate-confirms-fema-administrator-alongside-dozens-nominees
https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/us-senate-confirms-fema-administrator-alongside-dozens-nominees
https://www.in.gov/dhs/emergency-management-and-preparedness/state-disaster-relief-fund/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/1ff14bd335c44c50bae1978f4953fbcd
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/07/15/indianas-state-budget-reserves-jump-60-in-past-year-to-4b/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/07/15/indianas-state-budget-reserves-jump-60-in-past-year-to-4b/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2026/08/20/indiana-seeking-federal-storm-assistance-at-time-when-trump-wants-to-scale-it-back/
http://paulpoteet.com
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Join us to help support enhanced patient care, 
new technology, and community health.

50TH 
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

50TH 
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2026
RIVERVIEW HEALTH ARENA, NOBLESVILLE
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2026

RIVERVIEW HEALTH ARENA, NOBLESVILLE

SCAN TO REGISTER

SPONSORED BY:

https://onecau.se/_h8ecr1
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www.americanbanko�reedom.bank

14611 N. Gray Road
Westfield, IN 46062

(463) 622-2930

3 Months 6 Months 12 Months

3.65 3.65 3.65% % %
APY* APY* APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is current as of this issue and subject to change at any time. APY 
assumes that interest remains on deposit until maturity. Minimum deposit of $1,000 to open this 

account with a maximum deposit of $240,000 per account. Minimum balance requirement of $1,000 to 
earn interest. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Accounts may be 

subject to other fees, contact your local branch to learn more. 
APPLIES TO NEW DEPOSITS ONLY.

American Bank of Freedom, Member FDIC.

Certificate of Deposit Specials

Stop by or call your local branch today to learn more! 

Save time and open your account online! 

Board Highlights
August 2026 Meeting

Submitted by Noblesville Schools
The school board has responsibility for major dis-

trict functions including school district governance 
and oversight, setting school policies, approving 
funding, strategic planning, and hiring and evaluat-
ing the superintendent.

• Noblesville East Middle School presented on its 
counselor/social work program that includes things 
like suicide and bullying prevention, homelessness 
support, career exploration, and life skill development 
like motivation and behavior management.

• The board heard a strategic plan update from 
Dr. Heather Hendrich on exceptional staffing that 
highlighted the district’s significant improvement in 
attracting and retaining teachers. The district has re-
duced teacher turnover by 50 percent and now has a 
93 percent teacher retention rate (compared to the na-
tional average of 78 percent). The improvement is the 
result of funding for teacher salaries and mentoring 
programs, as well as the district’s workplace enhance-
ment efforts. 

• The school board adopted a resolution that com-
mits to a lower than originally projected referendum 
rate and slow, incremental increases should the 2026 
referendum proposal be approved. The resolution, tax 
calculator and other referendum info can be found at 
noblesvilleschools.org/referendum.
Go to noblesvilleschools.org/leadership/school-board 

for meeting agendas, minutes, videos, and more.

Public invited to meetings 
about Noblesville Schools 

funding referendum
The REPORTER

Noblesville Schools Su-
perintendent Dr. Dan Hile in-
vites the commu-
nity to any of the 
eight upcoming 
community meet-
ings to discuss 
the school fund-
ing referendum 
that will be on the 
Nov. 3 general 
election ballot.

• Aug. 24 at 
6 p.m. at Nobles-
ville High School

• Aug. 27 at 6 p.m. at 
Forest Park

• Sept. 2 at 10 a.m. at 
Hamilton East Public Li-
brary

• Sept. 3 at 6 
p.m. at Hamilton 
East Public Li-
brary

• Sept. 17 at 
6 p.m. at Nobles-
ville High School

• Sept. 28 at 
1 p.m. at Nobles-
ville City Hall

• Oct. 8 from 6 
to 8 p.m. at Chap-

ter Book Lounge
• Oct. 13 from 2 to 4 p.m. 

at The Gathering House

Hile

Meijer partners with SERVE Village

Photo provided by Meijer
As a proud Midwest retailer and long-standing business in Indiana, Meijer has stepped in to 
support Central Indiana. The retailer has partnered with SERVE Village in Noblesville to provide 
food as part of local relief efforts following the historic flood.

Submitted
The Westfield Washing-

ton Public Library (WWPL) 
and Westfield Washington 
Township opened the new 
Read & Roam Garden on 
Tuesday, Aug. 18, with a 
ribbon cutting for the new 
outdoor space.

The morning celebration 
began with a special story 
time, followed by an official 
ribbon-cutting ceremony. 
Westfield Mayor Scott Wil-
lis joined WWPL Executive 
Director Sheryl Sollars, and 
Township Trustee Jamie 
Goetz Mills to cut the rib-
bon, explore the garden, and 
enjoy light refreshments.

The Read & Roam Gar-
den was envisioned as part 
of the original plan for the 
new WWPL, which opened 
in 2024. The completed gar-
den transforms the library’s 
outdoor space into a wel-
coming park and open-air 
classroom that features shad-
ed pergolas, reading nooks, 
and flexible spaces that will 
allow the library to expand 
its programming outdoors 
and host a variety of com-
munity events and activities.

“Today was a wonderful 
reminder of why we created 
the Read & Roam Garden,” 
Sollars said. “Seeing fami-
lies and community mem-
bers together in this space 

brought our vision to life. 
We’re excited for this to be-
come a place people return 
to again and again.”

Goetz Mills added, “The 
Read & Roam Garden is a 

great example of what we 
can accomplish through part-
nership and a shared com-
mitment to our community. 
A lot of planning and collab-
oration went into making this 

space possible, and it was 
rewarding to celebrate its 
completion with the commu-
nity. I’m excited to see how 
people make this space their 
own in the years ahead.”

Photo provided
(From left) Westfield City Councilman Victor McCarty, Westfield Chamber 
of Commerce President Courtney Albright, Westfield Mayor Scott Willis, 
Westfield Washington Public Library Executive Director Sheryl Sollars, 
Westfield Washington Township Trustee Jamie Goetz Mills, Westfield 
Washington Public Library Board Treasurer Justin Wiley, and Westfield 
Library Foundation Director Erin Downey.

Read & Roam Garden opens at
Westfield Washington Public Library
New outdoor space offers opportunities for reading, learning & community

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
https://www.noblesvilleschools.org/referendum
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
TalkToDani.com

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here 
to view 
Dani’s  
current 
listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Looking for a place to call Home? - Talk to Dani!
13035 Wembly Road - Carmel | 2,596 Sq Ft. | $525,000

7942 Red Sunset Way – Avon | 2,698 Sq Ft. | $383,900 9200 Wadsworth Court – Fishers | 1,470  Sq Ft. | $299,900

12131 E 196th St – Noblesville | 6,935 Sq Ft. | $2,199,000

30 Blue Water Drive - Cicero | 924 Sq Ft. | $265,000

Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Business cards

Noblesville Roofing 
& Restoration 

Phone (317) 223-4587
Email: dhbs@comcast.net 

Martini Monday $10 specialty & well martinis
Tito’s Tuesday $7 single Tito’s drinks  
& $10 double Tito’s drinks or martinis 

Wine Wednesday 1/2 priced bottles of wine 
Tito’s Thursday $7 single Tito’s drinks 
& $10 double Tito’s drinks or martinis 

Note: entrée required for all specials
Live music Wednesday and Fridays

317-804-2051
3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Pasto Italiano Summer Specials

Reservations 
Recommended

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks & Recreation!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

60 works selected for HCAA’s 
Midwest Juried Art Exhibit

Submitted
More than 200 works of 

art. Seventy-six artists. Just 
60 pieces selected.

The Hamilton Coun-
ty Artists’ Association 
(HCAA) announces the 
artists selected for its fifth 
annual Midwest Juried 
Art Exhibit, on view Sept. 
4 through Oct. 31, at the 
HCAA Birdie Gallery in 
Noblesville.

This year’s juried com-
petition drew more than 200 
submissions from 76 artists, 
presenting the exhibit’s ju-
ror, Ball State Professor of 
Art David Hannon, with the 
challenging task of narrow-
ing an impressive field of 
work to just 60 pieces for 
the final exhibition.

The result will bring to-
gether an exceptional collec-
tion of artwork representing 
the creativity, craftsmanship 
and perspectives of artists 
participating in this year’s 
Midwest competition.

“This year’s response 

demonstrates just how 
much extraordinary artistic 
talent exists throughout our 
region,” HCAA President 
Jennifer Wolfe said. “With 
more than 200 pieces sub-
mitted, selecting only 60 for 
the exhibition was no easy 
task for the juror. We con-
gratulate every artist whose 
work was selected and look 
forward to sharing this re-
markable collection with 
the community.”

Meet the 
Selected Artists

Artists accepted into the 
fifth annual Midwest Juried 
Art Exhibit include:

Carla Allgeier, Melissa 
Bledsoe, Michael Bocock, 
Heather Ray Boelke, Mar-
got Bogue, Roy Boswell, 
Michele Childs, Susan 
Cook, John Dierdorf, Carrie 
Dodd, Juli Dorton, Caitlin 
Downey, Brad Fields, Caro-
line Goldsmith, Tatjana Gor-
don, Jessica Green, Jessica 
Hancock, Jeannie Hiltfiker, 
Samuel Hoffman, Caroli-

na Jaramillo, Sharon Jiska 
Brooks, Benny Kenworthy, 
Michael Levine, Tim Lewis, 
Patty Mac Innis, A. Cassia 
Margolis, Laura McCor-
mick, Scott Miller, Joni 
Morris, Karen Naber, Cathy 
Orosz, Sandra Pedrick, Kyle 
Ragsdale, Donna Roberts, 
Amy Ruddy, Amanda Rus-
so, Donna Short, Deborah 
Smith, Jenny Spires, Denese 
Stachowiak, Tresa Steen-
berg, Brittany Stump, Dana 
Telsrow, Mark Timmis, Kate 
Uranek, Angela Walthour, 
Gayle Williams, Victoria 
Winemiller, Gina Wolfrum, 
Abbey Wuestafeld, and Sa-
brina Zhou.

The public will have its 
first opportunity to experi-

ence the completed exhi-
bition during an Opening 
Reception from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 4, at the HCAA 
Birdie Gallery, 195 S. 5th St., 
Noblesville. The reception 
offers guests an opportuni-
ty to see the selected works 
together and celebrate the 
artists whose work earned a 
place in this year’s exhibition.

The exhibition will re-
main on view through Oct. 
24 at the HCAA Birdie Gal-
lery on Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The opening 
reception is free and open to 
the public.

Click here for addition-
al information about the 
exhibition, participating art-
ists, and HCAA.

The REPORTER
Cyntheanne Christian 

Church, 13151 Cyntheanne 
Road, Fishers, will host the 
17th annual Veterans & Ath-
letes United (VAU) Auction 
starting at 10:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 7. It’s a free, 
family-friendly event rais-
ing funds and awareness for 
veterans with disabilities.

Every dollar raised at 
the auction – 100 percent of 
proceeds – goes directly to 
Veterans & Athletes United, 
an organization dedicated to 
supporting those who have 
served. Items at the auction 
will include baked goods, 

crafts, jewelry, Amish 
items, unique items, and 
handmade wood items.

The day’s centerpiece is 
the Fallen Heroes Memori-
al Wall, on public display 
in the church parking lot 
and bearing the names of 
service members who gave 
their lives in defense of the 
country. Visitors are invited 
to view the wall and read 
the names before or after the 
auction. It’s a striking, visu-
al moment of remembrance.

“This auction is one way 
we can help these heroes 
regain some aspect of their 
normal lives,” Senior Min-

ister Larry Renihan said.
This event is free and 

open to the public. Lunch 
will be available.

Veterans & Athletes 
United is an all-volunteer 
501(c)(3) nonprofit run by 
veterans. The organiza-

tion was founded in 2013 
with a focus on providing 
much-needed support to 
disabled veterans and their 
family members through ac-
cessible retreats and adap-
tive sports and recreation. 
Learn more at vetsau.org.

VAU auction & Fallen Heroes Memorial Wall 
returning to Cyntheanne Christian Church

New this week at Sheridan Public Library
Submitted by Sheridan 
Public Library

Here are some of the 
new items that can be found 
at the Sheridan Public Li-
brary:

Fiction
• Ransom – Leslie Wolfe
• Secrets We Hide – 

Karin Slaughter
• Spy Who Loved Tea – 

Leighann Dobbs
• Sunlight Finds You – 

Laura Moriarty
• True Meaning of Love 

– Danielle Steel
• Where Her Secrets Lie 

– Katie Tallo
Non-Fiction

• Dogs, Boys, and Other 

Things I’ve Cried About
• Ghost Girl – Eva Bene-

field
• Hike Indiana State 

Parks – Don Gulbrandsen
• Proving a Miracle – 

Joshua W. Brown
Children’s

• A is for Apple. B is for 
Bum Bum – Brendyn Zach-
ary

• Ariel – Disney Babies
• Don’t Trust Fish – Neil 

Sharpson
• Gigantic – Rob Bid-

dulph
• Hazy the Cloud Drag-

on – Tracey West
• Heart of the Ruby 

Dragon – Tracey West

• Little Bunny: Fall is 
Here – Deborah Marcero

• Llama Llama Meets 
the Babysitter – Anna 
Dewdney

• Nat the Cat Finds a 
Map – Jarrett Lerner

• Pizza With Everything 
On It – Kyle Scheele

• Untold Story of the 
Binky Fairy – Diane Alber

• Untold Story of the 
Halloween Fairy – Diane 
Alber

• You’re My Little 
Bookworm – Natalie Mar-
shall

Inspirational Fiction
• Autumn at the Cat Café 

– Kathleen Fuller

• Dangerous Montana 
Inheritance – Jenna Night

• Double Protection 
Duty – Sharon Dunn

• Mismatch Made in Lon-
don – Melanie Dickerson

• Second Chance at Sun-
shine Inn – Amy Clipston

• Twilight Tactics – Ly-
nette Eason

Young Adults
• About Grace – Barbara 

Shoup
Movies

• In the Grey
• Michael 
• Project Hail Mary

Video Games
• Halo: Campaign 

Evolved

State Bank names Jerome Davis as Treasury Management Sales Officer
Submitted

State Bank announces 
that Jerome Davis has joined 
the organization as Treasury 
Management Sales Offi-
cer, serving business clients 
throughout central Indiana.

In this role, Davis will 
work closely with commer-
cial customers to identify 
treasury management op-
portunities, deliver tailored 
cash management solutions, 
and help businesses improve 
operational efficiency and 
cash flow.

Davis brings more than 
five years of financial ser-
vices experience and over 
four years of treasury man-
agement expertise to State 
Bank. His background in-
cludes treasury management 
sales, client relationship 
management, product im-
plementation, and business 
development, giving him a 
well-rounded perspective on 
helping businesses optimize 
their banking operations.

“We are excited to wel-
come Jerome to the State 
Bank team,” Market Presi-
dent Andy Pinegar said. “His 
extensive treasury manage-
ment experience, commit-
ment to client service, and 
ability to understand the 

unique needs of 
businesses make 
him an outstand-
ing addition to 
our organization. 
Jerome’s exper-
tise will help our 
clients manage 
their financial 
operations more 
efficiently.”

In his new role, Davis 
will focus on developing and 
growing relationships with 
commercial clients through 
consultative conversations, 
customized treasury solu-
tions, and strategic business 
development efforts. He will 
also collaborate with busi-
ness customers to enhance 
liquidity management, im-
prove payment workflows, 
strengthen fraud prevention 
practices, and support long-
term growth objectives.

About State Bank
State Bank is an $850 

million community bank 
dedicated to serving the fi-
nancial needs of individu-
als, families, and businesses 
across central Indiana. The 
bank operates 10 full-service 
locations and participates 
in the AllPoint™ network, 
providing customers with 
convenient access to more 

than 55,000 sur-
charge-free ATMs 
nationwide. Since 
2017, State Bank 
has consistently 
earned a 5-Star 
rating from Bauer 
Financial, recog-
nizing its strong 
performance and 
financial stability. 

State Bank maintains branch 

offices in Avon, Brownsburg, 
Plainfield, Lizton, and Pitts-
boro in Hendricks County; 
two locations in Lebanon and 
one in Zionsville in Boone 
County; Carmel in Ham-
ilton County; Lafayette in 
Tippecanoe County; with a 
new location opening later 
this year in Lapel, Madison 
County. To learn more, visit 
StateBank1910.bank.

Davis

https://www.talktodani.com/
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter/videos
https://www.hcaa-in.org/midwest-exhibit-2026
https://www.facebook.com/BethShellerforHamiltonCountyClerk/
https://www.vetsau.org/
http://www.statebank1910.bank/
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Gov. Braun honors two 
area businesses with 
Half Century awards

The REPORTER
On Monday, Aug. 17, In-

diana Governor Mike Braun 
welcomed representatives 
of Indiana’s entrepreneurial 
and business community 
to the Indiana Statehouse, 
awarding the Governor’s 
Century and Half Century 
Business Award to 34 Hoo-
sier businesses that have 
been supporting the state’s 
economy and communities 
for more than 100 and 50 
years, respectively.

Two area businesses 
were recognized with Half 
Century Business Awards:
Engineering Concepts 

Unlimited Inc.
Hamilton County; 
founded in 1975

Engineering Concepts 
Unlimited, Inc. designs and 
manufactures industrial 
control systems for the elec-
tric power industry, with a 
focus on portable electric 
power systems. All oper-
ations are based in central 
Indiana, where its products 
are designed, manufactured, 
calibrated, tested, and sup-
ported.
Star Photo Digital Arts

Madison County; 
founded in 1934

Star Photo Digital Arts 
got its start in Anderson as 

Star China & Housewares, 
providing quality dishes 
and related gifts. When 
the family-owned business 
transitioned to the second 
generation, it incorporated 
the family’s favorite hobby, 
photography, into the busi-
ness, adding film process-
ing, enlargements, passport 
photos and wide-format 
printing. The company has 
continued to evolve, now 
operating as Star Photo Dig-
ital Arts and offering more 
lab services, a digital press 
and a professional photog-
raphy studio.

“Thanks to the Gover-
nor’s leadership, Indiana is 
a place where all founders 
and businesses can grow 
and thrive,” Secretary of 
Commerce Chuck Goodrich 
said. “This year’s Century 
and Half Century Award 
winners include anchors of 
Indiana Main Streets, grow-
ing innovators and national-
ly recognized corporations, 
demonstrating the success 
and longevity of Hoosier 
businesses and their impact 
on the state.”

To learn more about the 
many resources available to 
Indiana entrepreneurs and 
small businesses, visit iedc.
in.gov/entrepreneurship.

Metropolitan Interscholastic 
Conference celebrates 30 years
Carmel High School to host Student Leadership Workshop
Submitted

The Metropolitan In-
terscholastic Conference 
(MIC) is launching a 30th 
Anniversary Campaign as a 
collaborative effort between 
school leadership to cele-
brate and reflect on three 
decades of student achieve-
ments and successes, while 
looking ahead to the future 
of the conference.

The anniversary cam-
paign kicks off with the start 
of the 2026 school year, and 
incorporates all eight high 
schools in the conference: 
Ben Davis, Carmel, Center 
Grove, Lawrence Central, 
Lawrence North, North 
Central, Pike, and Warren 
Central.

On Monday, Aug. 24, 
each of the eight schools 
will send 10 students and a 
staff member to Carmel Ed-
ucational Services Center 
for an interactive Student 

Leadership 
Workshop. 
These stu-
dents will 
learn leader-
ship skills, 
form bonds 
with fellow 
students at 
MIC schools 
and become ambassadors 
for their respective schools. 
Students and school leaders 
will be available for inter-
views.

The Metropolitan In-
terscholastic Conference 
(MIC) was formed in 1996-
97 to provide a model for 
interscholastic excellence 
across academics, athletics, 
fine arts, and leadership. It 
was first formed as a “foot-
ball conference” when some 
of the biggest high schools 
in Central Indiana struggled 
to find teams to play them 
due to their program size. 

Nearly three 
d e c a d e s 
later, the 
conference 
remains the 
winningest 
in Indiana, 
with the 
most state 
champion-

ships of any conference, a 
long history of nationally 
ranked teams, and facili-
ties that rival the best in the 
country.

Today, the MIC is home 
to more than 28,000 stu-
dents across eight high 
schools that are located on 
all sides of the I-465 loop. 
The competitive nature of 
the MIC conference is cred-
ited with building strong 
programs where students 
practice, prepare and com-
pete at some of the highest 
levels in the state of Indi-
ana. The MIC schools are 

responsible for training 
and preparing numerous 
students for collegiate and 
professional-level play and 
performance.

Through extensive data 
collection efforts by com-
munications leaders at each 
of the public schools, in 
the last 30 years, the MIC 
is home to more than 317 
state championship wins, 
a long-standing history of 
nationally-ranked teams 
in various activities, and 
has trained numerous col-
legiate, professional, and 
even Olympic athletes for 
the next level. 

The 30th Anniversary 
campaign will consist of 
joint marketing and public 
relations efforts, a shared 
website landing page, a vid-
eo sizzle reel, a community 
tailgate kickoff, and leader-
ship training opportunities 
for students.

As a physical therapist, I know the 
SAFE Act is key for preventing falls

Letter to the Editor

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can
submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 

phone number and city of residence. The Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
Did you know that falls are the 

leading cause of injury and inju-
ry-related deaths in adults over 65? 
Somewhere across America, a fall 
occurs more than once every second. 
This growing epidemic isn’t only 
endangering older Americans, but 
it’s costing our healthcare system 
$50 billion each year. One solution 
that can help prevent falls is physical 
therapy.

As we get older, physical therapy 
can help us stay strong, mobile, and 

independent. Physical therapists are 
falls experts and have the knowledge 
and tools to assess patients. They can 
develop tailored treatment plans and 
help prevent falls from occurring in 
the first place.

That’s why I’m grateful to Sen-
ator Todd Young for sending staff 
to visit my clinic in Carmel. Seeing 
firsthand how legislation impacts 
everyday lives drives effective ad-
vocacy forward. Last year, Congress 
introduced the bipartisan Stopping 
Addiction and Falls for the Elderly 

(SAFE) Act (S. 2612/H.R. 1171), 
which would enable Medicare bene-
ficiaries to access a no-cost falls risk 
assessment by physical therapists 
during their annual wellness visit. 
Now, it’s time for Congress to pass 
this essential legislation.

Thank you, Senator Young, and I 
hope after seeing the value of physi-
cal therapy in reducing falls, you will 
co-sponsor this bill.

Aaron Gegg
PT, DPT, OCS, CMTPT
Carmel

Public invited to tour
new shared county offices
The REPORTER

A community open 
house will take place from 4 
to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 25, 
at the Hamilton County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District, 1721 Pleasant St., 
Noblesville.

The open house will 
give residents a chance to 
explore the new shared fa-
cility and meet staff from 
the Hamilton County Soil & 
Water Conservation District, 
Hamilton County House-
hold Hazardous Waste Cen-
ter, and Hamilton County 
Weights & Measures.

• The event will feature 

interactive activities and dis-
plays for all ages, including:

• Tours and opportuni-
ties to learn about county 
programs and services

• Touch-a-tractor & 
equipment displays

• The Soil & Water Con-
servation District’s new 
“Conservation Starts Here” 
mural and conservation 
landscaping

• A passport activity and 
prize drawing

• Household hazardous 
waste and recycling infor-
mation

• Free snow cones and 
refreshmentsThe Reporter: Accurate. Balanced. Local.

https://www.stonycreekcoc.com/
http://iedc.in.gov/entrepreneurship
http://iedc.in.gov/entrepreneurship
https://readthereporter.com/
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www.HCTV2.comwww.HCTV1.com

On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Wed Aug 19 -  Girls Soccer
5:30 pm Westfield vs Fishers | Junior Varsity Soccer | Fishers Sports Network
7:00 pm Westfield vs Fishers | Varsity Soccer | Fishers Sports Network

Thurs Aug 20 -  Volleyball
6:50 pm  Heritage Christian vs Mt Vernon | HSAA Volleyball | IndianaSRN

Fri Aug 21 -  Football
6:45 pm  Maconaquah vs 6:45 pm  Maconaquah vs Sheridan | Football | Bragg Sports Media
6:50 pm  Covenant Christian vs Park Tudor | IHSAA Football | IndianaSRN
6:50 pm Alexandria vs Greenfield Central | IHSAA Football | IndianaSRN
6:50 pm Mt Vernon vs Kokomo | IHSAA Football | IndianaSRN
7:00 pm Arsenal Tech vs Noblesville | IHSAA Football | HCTV Sports

Sat Aug 22 -  Boys Soccer
11:00 am West Lafayette vs Fishers | JV Soccer | Fishers Sports Network
12:30 pm West Lafayette vs Fishers | Varsity Soccer | Fishers Sports Network12:30 pm West Lafayette vs Fishers | Varsity Soccer | Fishers Sports Network

Wed Aug 26 -   Soccer and Volleyball
6:00 pm Avon vs Noblesville | Girls Soccer | Junior Varsity | HCTV Sports
6:30 pm  Western Boone vs Covenant Christian | Volleyball | IndianaSRN
7:30 pm Avon vs Noblesville | Girls Soccer | Junior Varsity | HCTV Sports

Upcoming Broadcasts

Long-term capital keeps choosing 
Indiana. Let’s keep it that way.

There is a sim-
ple way to judge 
whether a region 
is getting econom-
ic development 
right: is long-term 
capital showing 
up, and is it creat-
ing durable work 
for the people who 
live there?

In central Indiana, all 
signs point to yes.

This spring, Governor 
Braun announced a $1 billion 
initiative to strengthen Indi-
ana’s leadership in human 
therapeutics, animal health, 
aggrotech, biotechnology, 
and environmental innova-
tion. The goal is ambitious – 
100,000 new high-wage jobs 
over the next decade – but 
it builds on momentum that 
is already transforming our 
economy. Companies like 
Eli Lilly, Novartis, Corte-
va, and others continue to 
expand their footprint here 
because they see Indiana as 
a place where they can grow 
for the long haul.

Public investments mat-
ter, but they are only part of 
the story. The strongest vote 
of confidence comes from 
private investors willing to 
commit billions of dollars 
to Indiana’s future and Hoo-
sier workers are skilling up 
to meet the moment.

To be sure, Meta recent 
announcement of a new $10 
billion data center campus 
in Lebanon is a catalyst for 
growth in our entire region, 

but so is the union 
construction in-
dustry spending 
over $63 million 
to train work-
ers. These in-
vestments don’t 
happen without 
confidence that 
the region has the 
workforce, infra-

structure, and business cli-
mate to support them.

Now, another major in-
vestment is reinforcing that 
confidence. Global Infra-
structure Partners and EQT 
have agreed to invest in 
AES Indiana’s parent com-
pany through a $33.4 bil-
lion transaction. Together, 
these long-horizon invest-
ment firms manage more 
than half a trillion dollars in 
infrastructure assets around 
the world. Their decision 
to invest in Indiana reflects 
confidence in the long-term 
growth of our entire region.

Importantly, AES’ Indi-
anapolis headquarters will 
be maintained, its workforce 
preserved, and its communi-
ty partnerships and economic 
development initiatives sup-
ported. Investors are excited 
and confident in this deal – 
this June, nearly 98 percent 
of AES shareholders voted to 
approve the transaction.

For the roughly 80,000 
skilled construction workers 
across central Indiana, this 
sustained investment means 
stability. A single project 
can keep someone busy 

for a year or two. Multiple 
projects spanning pharma-
ceuticals, advanced manu-
facturing, data centers, and 
energy infrastructure create 
careers that can last decades 
and support countless fami-
lies across the state.

Yet every piece of this 
growth and every one of 
these investments ultimate-
ly depends on a skilled 
workforce to execute. Ev-
ery manufacturing facility, 
transmission line, and utility 
upgrade depends on electri-
cians, pipefitters, ironwork-
ers, operating engineers, 
laborers, and other skilled 
professionals who build the 
infrastructure our economy 
relies on. Through regis-
tered apprenticeship pro-
grams, the building trades 
are training that workforce 
today so we’re ready to 
meet tomorrow’s demand.

In a market that struc-
turally needs more skilled 
workers than it can produce, 
being located in one of the 
most active construction re-
gions in the country is not a 
minor advantage. The con-
struction industry nationally 
faces a shortage of 349,000 
workers in 2026, climbing 
to 456,000 in 2027, driven 
in part by an aging work-
force that is retiring faster 
than apprenticeship pro-
grams can replace it. Elec-
trician employment is pro-
jected to grow 9.5 percent 

JON HOOKER

Guest COLUMNIST

Beef & Boards welcomes multi-talented 
cast for Ring of Fire, opening Aug. 27

The REPORTER
Celebrating the legend 

that is Johnny Cash, Beef & 
Boards Dinner Theatre wel-
comes six new talented per-
formers who will join a few 
veterans of its stage for Ring 
of Fire, opening Aug. 27.

Indiana University and 
Lawrence Central High 
School graduate Devin 
McDuffy will make his 
Beef & Boards debut in 
this unique musical that 
features a multi-talented 
cast that celebrates – but 
never impersonates – the 
Man in Black. 

Joining him are New 
Jersey native Luke Darnell, 
Iowa native Tyler Breeding, 
Northern California native 
Alex Crossland, Mississippi 
native Mary Catherine Fe-
hernbacher, and Sarah Colt, 
who was born in Milwau-
kee, Wis., but grew up in 
Los Angeles.

Sarah Hund, who is ap-
pearing in her 33rd produc-
tion at Beef & Boards, is not 
only in the cast, but serves 

as assistant director. Round-
ing out the cast are Matt 
Smolko (Waitress, Heart-
break Hotel), a native of 
Pennsylvania, and Danville, 
Ind., native J Vance (Cin-
derella, Heartbreak Hotel).

Ring of Fire is direct-
ed by Jeff Stockberger and 
choreographed by Sally 
Mitchell. Kristy Templet is 
the musical director.

An icon of American 
music history, Johnny Cash’s 
remarkable story is told 
through his music, featuring 
more than two dozen of his 
hits, from “I Walk the Line,” 
to “A Boy Named Sue,” to 
“Folsom Prison Blues,” and 
the famous title tune.

Tickets are currently on 
sale exclusively through 
Beef & Boards Dinner The-
atre at BeefAndBoards.
com or by calling the box 
office at (317) 872-9664. Pa-
trons are advised that tickets 
purchased from third-party 
sellers may not be valid for 
performances and may in-
clude additional fees.

Ring of Fire burns for 48 
performances through Oct. 
4. Beef & Boards’ fresh-
ly-prepared dinner buffet, 
featuring the theatre’s sig-
nature slow-roasted roast 
beef – is included, along 
with coffee, tea, or lemon-
ade. Gourmet desserts and 
bar beverages are available 
for purchase.

Beef & Boards Din-

ner Theatre, Indiana’s only 
year-round professional 
dinner theatre, has been 
serving up exceptional en-
tertainment since 1973.

Graphic provided by Beef & Boards Dinner Theater

See Capital . . . Page A10

Opening next week: 
Emergency the Musical
The REPORTER

After a sold-out New 
York City engagement, fa-
ther-son writing team Dr. 
Jeff Foy (a real-life ER phy-
sician) and Jacob Foy are 
thrilled to bring Emergency 
back home to Indiana.

The show opens Aug. 
27 and runs through Aug. 
30 at The Tarkington at Al-
lied Solutions Center for the 
Performing Arts in Carmel. 
Click here for tickets.

Synopsis
Dr. Justin Marks has 

one night to save his career. 

After being passed over by 
every ER residency pro-
gram, he’s been given one 
last shot: a 12-hour shift to 
prove he deserves the only 
open spot in the country. 
The catch? He must out-
perform his conniving med 
school rival, Kyle.

Packed with humor, 
heart, and high stakes, this 
new musical places the au-
dience inside one unforget-
table night in the ER, filled 
with laughter, love, tears, 
hope and the patients who 
change us forever.

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://www.hctv1.com/
https://iedc.in.gov/events/news/details/2026/03/17/gov.-braun-invests-record-breaking-commitment-in-agriculture-life-sciences-1-billion-to-grow-over-100k-new-jobs-in-10-years
https://iedc.in.gov/events/news/details/2026/03/17/gov.-braun-invests-record-breaking-commitment-in-agriculture-life-sciences-1-billion-to-grow-over-100k-new-jobs-in-10-years
https://www.aes.com/energy-insights/consortium-led-global-infrastructure-partners-and-eqt-agrees-acquire-aes
https://www.aes.com/energy-insights/consortium-led-global-infrastructure-partners-and-eqt-agrees-acquire-aes
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/aes-stockholders-approve-acquisition-by-global-infrastructure-partners-and-eqt-led-consortium-302812261.html
https://www.constructiondive.com/news/labor-demand-gap-shrinks-abc-construction-staff/810681/
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/construction-and-extraction/electricians.htm
https://business.noblesvillechamber.com/events/details/state-of-the-city-2026-4959
https://beefandboards.com
https://beefandboards.com
https://thecenterpresents.org/emergency


10	 News & Opinion

East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

through 2034. Regions that 
can supply skilled labor will 
continue to attract invest-
ment, while those that can-
not will watch opportunity 
go elsewhere.

The infrastructure im-
plications are also notable. 
Modernizing our electric 
grid will be essential as Indi-
ana continues to attract new 
manufacturing facilities, 
data centers, and advanced 
industries. Upgrading trans-

mission capacity and im-
proving system reliability 
won’t just benefit large em-
ployers. It will strengthen 
service for families, small 
businesses, and communi-
ties across central Indiana.

The unprecedented level 
of private investment flow-
ing into our region reflects 
years of smart policy, grow-
ing infrastructure capacity, 
and a skilled workforce that 
has earned the confidence 

of employers and investors 
alike. More importantly, it 
signals that central Indiana 
is well positioned to lead the 
next era of American manu-
facturing and infrastructure 
investment in an increasing-
ly AI-driven economy.

The building trades are 
committed to doing our 
part. We’ll continue train-
ing the next generation of 
skilled workers, delivering 
projects safely and efficient-

ly, and making sure Indiana 
remains a place where in-
vestment creates opportuni-
ty and companies continue 
choosing to invest for the 
long term. That’s how we 
build an economy that is 
built here, by Hoosiers, and 
strong enough to last for 
generations.

Jon Hooker is the Presi-
dent and Executive Director 
of Central Indiana Building 
Trades.

Capital
from Page A9

Step into the ‘70s and 
Never Say Goodbye

The REPORTER
Actors Theatre of Indi-

ana (ATI) is back with the 
first show of its 2026-2027 
season.

Coming up Sept. 4 and 
running through Sept. 20 
is Never Can Say Goodbye: 
The ’70s Beehive Musi-
cal. The sequel to last year’s 
hit show, Beehive, this marks 
the regional premiere of a 
celebration of the women of 
1970s music and culture.

If you enjoyed last year’s 
Beehive featuring music 
from the ’60s, or if you 
grew up with the mellow 
and exciting sounds of the 
’70s, this is a must-see. The 
music is the soundtrack of 
a generation, and the songs 
are classics that everyone 
knows and loves, represent-
ing artists including Linda 
Ronstadt, Donna Summer, 
Gloria Gaynor, Heart, Deb-
bie Harry, Pat Benatar, and 
other ’70s legends.

Never Can Say Good-
bye: The ’70s Beehive 
Musical  is an electrifying 
jukebox musical written by 
Fred Stuart, with musical 
arrangements by George 
Luton. The show features 
a powerhouse cast of six 
women celebrating the bold 
fashion, empowerment, and 
iconic hits of the 1970s.

Bringing the energy, 
style, and spirit of the ’70s 
to life is director and cho-
reographer Carol Worcel. A 
longtime creative force at 
ATI, she has directed and 

choreographed audience fa-
vorites including A Grand 
Night for Singing, Gypsy, 
and Beehive, in addition to 
choreographing Cole, Dirty 
Rotten Scoundrels, Lucky 
Stiff, 9 to 5, Route 66, Young 
Frankenstein, and many 
others. Now, she returns to 
lead this powerhouse cast 
in a dazzling celebration of 
the music, fashion, and un-
forgettable women of the 
1970s. 

Stay after the Sept. 13 
performance for the Second 
Sunday Talkback. The tra-
ditional ATI Talkback is an 
informal conversation with 
members of the cast and cre-
ative team. Ask questions, 
hear about the process, and 
get a behind-the-scenes look 
at the production. Compli-
mentary beer will be avail-
able at the bar, provided by 
Bier Brewery.

For more information 
about Never Can Say Good-
bye and ATI’s entire 2026-
2027 season, or to purchase 
tickets, visit atistage.org. 
Tickets are also available 
through Allied Solutions 
Center for the Performing 
Arts’ website or by calling 
the Fifth Third Bank Box 
Office at (317) 843-3800.

Don’t miss one of rock’s 
most legendary voices

The REPORTER
This fall, you can see 

one of the most powerful, 
well-known original voic-
es of the rock when Lou 
Gramm plays the Payne & 
Mencias Palladium.

See Lou Gramm: The 
Original Voice of Foreigner 
at 8 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 26. 
Click here for tickets.

As the front man for 
Foreigner, Gramm became 
one of top rock voices of the 
late 1970s and 1980s, de-
livering a long string of hits 
including “Feels Like the 
First Time,” “Cold as Ice,” 
"Hot Blooded,” “Double 
Vision,” “Dirty White Boy,” 
and “Juke Box Hero.” He 

co-wrote most songs for the 
band, which scored two of 
its biggest hits with the bal-
lads “Waiting for a Girl Like 
You” and “I Want to Know 

What Love Is,” an interna-
tional chart-topper.

Gramm’s solo career has 
included the Top 5 single 
“Midnight Blue.” His new 

album, Released, is avail-
able now.

This show is part of the 
Katz, Sapper & Miller Pop/
Rock Series.

Photo provided

Thanks for reading The Reporter!

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://atistage.org/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/lou-gramm-the-original-voice-of-foreigner-the-released-tour
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com/
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BIDDING OPENS: Thursday, August 6th 2026 @ Noon
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, August 22nd 2026 @ Noon

PREVIEW DATES:  Tuesday, August 11th  - Thursday, August 13th  from Noon - 4pm
NOTE: This is a sale notice only. All Items Sold As-Is, Where-Is. To View the Complete Sale 
Bill Including Pictures, Descriptions, Terms of Sale, Payment Options, and to Register & Start 

Bidding: Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is Still Available

RETIREMENT AUCTION
for JOHN & JUDY HUSSEY

True Legends of the Land and our Community

PICK-UP SCHEDULE:  Monday, August 24th – Wednesday, August 
26th  from 10am – 6pm or by appointment only.  A telehandler, forklift, 

and operators will be available during pick-up times.
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

2187 North – 600 East, Windfall, IN 46076
For Inquiries & Questions, Please Contact Us:

Cripe’s Auction Service
3247 East State Road 28, Tipton, IN

765-675-6909 Office
765-860-6959 Mobile

cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer #AU11000034

COMBINE, HEADS & CARTS:  
2022 John Deere S780 STS Combine (ONE OWNER, 4-WD, 1540 Eng & 1227 

Sep. hrs), 2018 John Deere 645FD Hydra-Flex Grain Head, J&M 4WS17 Head Cart, 
2016 John Deere 612 FC 12-Row Folding Cornhead, Unverferth HT 30 Head Cart

TRACTORS:
2020 John Deere 8RT 370 (1228 Hrs), John Deere 8335R (3419 hrs), John 

Deere 8335R (2900 hrs), John Deere 9530T (3806 hrs), John Deere 7410 (4418 hrs), 
John Deere 5303 (2060 hrs), John Deere 6125R (2246 hrs), John Deere 7320 (hour 
meter broken), FarmAll B

SPRAYER, TANKS & APPLICATORS:  
2021 John Deere R4038 Sprayer (889 hrs), Snyder 300-Gallon 3-pt Sprayer w/ 

10’ Boom, 60’ Fast 8224 28% Applicator (24-Row, 2400-Gallon), Case IH 5300 NH3 
Pull-Type Toolbar (21 Knives, Raven NH3 Super Cooler), DMI 4250 NH3 Pull-Type 
Toolbar (15 Knives, Continental), (2) AG Systems 1250 1200-Gallon Nurse Trailers, 
Tru-Kleen UTV/ATV 100-Gallon Sprayer, (2) 4000-Gallon Ply Tanks, (2) Snyder 
1200-Gallon Poly Tanks

GRAIN HANDLING & WAGONS:  
(2) Unverferth 3750 Seed Tenders (Scales), 2-DMI Big Little Grain Wagons, 

J & M 1251 Grain Storm  (Rear Camera, Tarp, 20” Unload), 2004 Kongskilde Grain 
Vac (1000 PTO)

SEMI’S & TRAILERS:  
2014 Freightliner Cascade (399436 Miles, ISX 15 Cummins, 10-sp. Manual 

Trans.), 2015 Freightliner Cascade (484041 Miles, Detroit DD13, 10-sp Manual 
Trans.), 2015 Freightliner Cascade (480057 miles, Detroit DD13, 10-sp Manual 
Trans.), 2017 Freightliner Cascade (284046 miles, Detroit DD13, DT-12 Automatic 
Trans), 2002 International 9100 (532055 Miles, CAT C-12 10-sp. Manual Trans.), 
2020 Wilson DWH-600 Hopper Bottom (34’x72”x96”, Elect. Tarp, Air-Ride, AG 
Hoppers), 2020 Wilson DWH-600 Hopper Bottom (34’x72”x96”, Elect. Tarp, 
Air-Ride, AG Hoppers), 2012 Wilson DWH-500 Hopper Bottom (34’x72”x96”, 
Elect. Tarp, Spring Ride, AG Hoppers), 2007 Wilson DWH-500 Hopper Bottom 
(34’x72”x96”, Elect. Tarp, Spring Ride, AG Hoppers), 2012 Hudson HTD20A 20-Ton 
Tilt-Top Trailer (24’x96”, Air Brakes), 2005 Witzco Challenger RG50 46’ Detach

VEHICLES & TRAILERS:  
2008 Chevrolet Silverado 3500HD SRW 4x4 Service Truck w/ Warner Utility 

Bed (Duramax Diesel, Automatic, Regular Cab, 79761 Miles), 2004 GMC 2500HD 
SLE Truck (Duramax Diesel, Automatic, 4x4, Regular Cab, 163552 Miles), 1991 
GMC Topkick Dump Truck (104567 Miles, V-8 Gas, Automatic Trans.), 2012 
Thunder Creek ADT990UB Fuel Trailer

 PLANTERS & DRILLS:
2022 John Deere DB60 Bean Planter (36-Row, 20” Spacing), 2023 PUK/ 

2013 John Deere DB60 Corn Planter (24-Row, 30” Spacing), 24 ProMax 40 Units & 
Parts off JD DB60 Planter, JD Refuge Plus Tank off JD DB60 Planter, Spike Closing 
Wheels, Misc. Planter Plates 

SEED CONVEYORS/AUGERS:
KSI 120832 Conveyor, Brandt Drive-Over Graindeck, Brandt 1537LP+ 10-hp 

Grain Belt, 2021 Westfield MKX 100-83 Auger (540 PTO), Westfield 100-31 Auger, 
2020 Westfield MKX-73 Swing-Away Auger (540 PTO, Hyd. Lift), Westfield 100-51 
Swing-Away Auger (540 PTO, Hyd. Lift), Westfield 8” Hydraulic Transfer Auger

GPS EQUIPMENT:
(3) GS2630 Displays, (1) GEN4 4640 Display, (1) GreenStar-2 1800 

Display, (2) StarFire 3000 Receivers on RTK450 Radios, (2) StarFire 6000 Receivers 
with RTK Radios, Misc. StarFire Globes & Parts

TILLAGE:  
John Deere 2680H 35’ Hi-Speed Disk, John Deere 2720X 27’6” 11-Shank 

Disk Chisel, John Deere 2210 34’ 6” Fld Cult (5-Bar Spike Harrow, Rear Hitch, Rear 
Hyd), Sunflower 1435-33 Disk, J&M TF215 37’ Rolling Basket, 35’ Unverferth 220 
Rolling Harrow, DMI ET5 7-Sh, 3-pt Ripper, John Deere 2810 5-Bottom Plow, 12’ 
John Deere 1100 3-pt. Fld. Cult), 13’ Pull-Type Packer, John Deere 12-Shank 3-pt 
Chisel, Int’l 531 3-Bottom 3-pt. Plow, Bush Hog 245 12’ Off-Set Disk, 23’ Case IH 
3900 DH Disk (Rock Flex, 7-1/2” Spacing), 7’ King Kutter TG-84-YK Gear-Drive 
3-pt Tiller

HEAVY EQUIPMENT:  
2007 CAT 420E Backhoe 4x4 Extendahoe w/ 4-1 Front Bucket (4141 hrs), 2014 

CAT 303.5E Mini Excavator (1649 hrs), 2007 CAT 320DLH Excavator (5328 hrs, 48” 
Bucket, Hyd. Thumb), 2002 CAT D5G Dozer (291 hrs),  Case 1845C Uni-Loader Skid 
Steer (3632 hrs), 24” CAT 320B Bucket, 72”AIM 320DL Root Rake, Skid Steer Post 
Hole Auger, Skid Steer Bale Spear, Skid Steer Pallet Forks, John Deere Work Site Pro 
R84 80” Rock Bucket (Skid Steer Mount), Mitsubishi FG25 Forklift (6583 hrs, LP, 
3-Stage Mast, 5000#), 7’ Soil-Max Shaper Pro 3-pt Trench Filler

MISC:  
JD 855D Gator (940 hrs), JD 855D Gator (1654 hrs.), 1978 Bolinger Tilt-

Trailer, (2) Bolinger Tilt-Trailers, Fork Truck LP Tank, Planter Parts, Inductor 
System w/ Honda GX240 Engine & 3” John Blue Pump, Auger Jack Wheel & 2 
Skids of Westfield Auger Parts, John Deere MX7 3-pt. Rotary Cutter (540 PTO), 
3-pt. Hay Forks, John Deere HX15 Batwing Rotary Cutter (1000 PTO), 6’ Bush 
Hog 5072 3-pt. Rotary Cutter, 9’ 3-pt. Grader Blade, Honda Engine & 3” Pump, 6’ 
Pallet Fork Extensions, Skid of 15 Chisel Points, 18’ Spray Boom (11-Nozzle on 
20”), Sullair 1850 Air Compressor (Diesel Engine), John Deere Quick Hitches, Hay 
Wagons on JD Gears, Steel Bed Wagon on DMI Gear, JD Gear w/ Hoist, Utility Cart 
w/ Toolbox, 1000 & 2000-Gallon Diesel Fuel Tanks w/ Pumps, Tires & Wheels,

After 6+ decades, John & Judy Hussey are officially hanging up the work gloves at John’s incredible age of 82.
We are honored to offer at auction, their Equipment, Implements, & Tools of the Trade.

Think about what this auction means. John and Judy have been farming for decades, weathering countless unpredictable 
seasons, navigating shifting markets, and putting in more sun-up to sun-down hours than most of us can fathom. They haven’t 

just grown crops and raised livestock, John and Judy have grown a legacy!
Over 6 decades, they have seen a lot of changes. The tractors got bigger, technology got faster, and the world shifted beneath 

our feet. But the heart of farming never changed. It’s still about faith, family, and taking care of the land that feeds us.

ON-LINE ONLY PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22nd, 2026

In Tipton County @ 2187 North – 600 East, Windfall, IN 46076

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

TIPTON COUNTY PLAN COMMISSION
CO-DP-21-26 Tipton Energy Storage, LLC

Notice is hereby given that the Tipton County Plan Commission, on the 3rd 
day of September, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the Tipton County Courthouse, 1st Floor 
Meeting Room, 101 East Jefferson Street, Tipton, Indiana, will hold a public 
hearing to consider the following:

CO-DP-21-26: Tipton Energy Storage, LLC., petitioner and Campbell Family 
Limited Partnership II, owner, requests approval of a development plan in order to 
construct a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) in the AG Agricultural zoning 
district.

The property is more fully described as: 
The Southeast Quarter (1/4) of Section Eight (8), Township Twenty-one (21) 

North, Range 4 East, EXCEPT 56.16 acres off of the whole North end thereof, 
containing less said exception One Hundred and Six (106) acres, more or less; in 
Tipton County, Indiana;

ALSO EXCEPT: Part of the Southeast Quarter (1/4) of Section Eight (8), 
Township Twenty-one (21) North, Range Four (4) East, Tipton County, Indiana 
and more specifically described as follows: Commencing at the Southwest corner 
of the Southeast Quarter (1/4) of Section 8, Township 21 North, Range 4 East 
marked by an iron pin; thence East on and along the South Section line of said 
Section, One Thousand One Hundred Thirty-three point Zero (1133.0) feet to 
the point of beginning marked by an iron pin; thence East on and along said 
South Section line, Two Hundred Twenty-seven point Zero (227.0) feet to a point 
marked by an iron pin; thence North 1°4’0” West, Three Hundred Seventy-seven 
point Zero (377.0) feet to a point marked by an iron pin; thence, West parallel to 
said South Section line, Two Hundred Twenty-eight and Twenty-two Hundredths 
(228.22) feet to a point marked by an iron pin; thence South 1°15’20” East, 
Three Hundred Seventy-seven and Three Hundredths (377.03) feet to the point of 
beginning, containing 1.97 acres; 

ALSO EXCEPT: part of the Southeast Quarter (1/4) of Section 8, Township 21 
North, Range 4 East, Tipton County, Indiana, described as follows: Beginning 
at the Southwest corner of said Quarter; thence South 89°58’54” East 1133.00 
feet along the South line of said Quarter; thence North 01°15’20” West 377.03 
feet; thence South 89°48’20” West 180.62 feet; thence North 00°31’47” West 
324.23 feet ; thence South 01°42’18” West 698.22 feet to the point of beginning, 
containing 16.57 acres, more or less. 

Containing, after said exceptions, 87.46 acres, more or less.
ALSO: Part of Section 17, Township 21 North, Range 4 East, cicero Township, 

Tipton County, Indiana described as follows:
Commencing at the North Quarter corner of said Section marked by an iron 

rod in concrete in the center of S.R. 28; thence North 89°36’15” East (assumed 
bearing) 70.00 feet along the North line of said Section to the Northeast corner 
of a parcel descried in Deed Record 155, page 449 and the point of beginning; 
thence North 89°36’15” East 2258.86 feet along said North line to the Northeast 
corner of said Section marked by an iron rod in concrete; thence South 00°19’04” 
West 2644.10 feet along the East line of said Section to the East Quarter corner 
thereof marked by a 1 inch diameter rebar; thence South 00°25’57” West 2643.52 
feet along the East line of said Section to the Southeast corner thereof marked by 
a 1 inch diameter rebar; thence South 89°25’54” West 663.42 feet along the South 
line of said Section to the Southwest corner of the East Half of the Southeast 
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of said Section; thence North 00°40’40” East 
1319.81 feet along the West line of said East Half to the Northwest corner thereof; 
thence North 89°27’20” East 521.33 feet along said North line to the West line 
of a parcel described in Deed Record 125, page 532; thence North 02°17’06” 
East 164.29 feet along said West line; thence North 11°54’57” East 122.76 feet 
along said West line; thence North 31°53’22” West 175.56 feet along said West 
line; thence North 44°35’40” West 96.12 feet along said West line; thence North 
81°56’24” West 44.21 feet along said West line; thence North 60°33’48” West 
83.87 feet along said West line; thence North 16°07’10” East 64.92 feet along said 
West line; thence North 59°36’47” West 50.94 feet along said West line; thence 
North 83°45’58” West 70.85 feet along said West line; thence North 30°27’14” 
West 25.44 feet along said West line; thence North 22°19’24” West 108.10 feet 
along said West line; thence North 29°53’46” East 89.82 feet along said West 
line; thence North 12°57’09” West 305.68 feet along said West line; thence North 
72°27’18” West 93.24 feet along said West line; thence North 36°50’57” West 
54.02 feet to the North line of the Southwest Quarter of said Section; thence North 
89°25’47” East 1059.79 feet along the North line of said Quarter to the center of 
said Section; thence North 00°42’11” East 1318.01 feet along the West line of the 
Northeast Quarter of said Section to the Southeast corner of the North Half of the 
Northwest Quarter of said Section; thence South 89°30’08” West 1107.76 feet 
along the South line of said Half; thence North 00°18’15” West 1319.16 feet to 
the North line of said Section; thence North 89°34’30” Est 775.92 feet along said 
North line to the Northwest corner of a parcel described in Deed Record 155, page 
449; thence South 00°35’36” West 283.02 feet along the West line of said parcel 
to the Southwest corner thereof marked by a 5/8 inch diameter rebar; thence North 
89°34’30” East 425.00 feet along the South line of said parcel to the Southeast 
corner thereof marked by a  5/8 inch diameter rebar with yellow cap stamped 
“Wyatt Johnson”; thence North 00°35’36” East 282.98 feet along the East line of 
said parcel to the point of beginning, containing 385.15 acres, more or less. 

The property is located on or near the Northwest corner of the intersection of 
Old State Rd. 28 and C.R. 400 West, Tipton, Indiana.

Interested persons desiring to present their views on this case will be given an 
opportunity to be heard at the above-mentioned time and place.  Additionally, 
comments or objections shall be submitted in writing to the Planning Office at 101 
East Jefferson Street, Tipton, Indiana 46072 prior to 12 p.m. (noon) on the day of 
the hearing.

The proposal may be viewed in the Planning Office prior to the hearing during 
normal business hours.  The hearing may be continued from time to time.

Tipton County Plan Commission
R8499	 8/21/26, 8/24/26

— Tipton County —

— Westfield —
NOTICE OF

EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF
BOND PURCHASE AGREEMENT

Pursuant to IC 36-7-14.5-24, notice is hereby provided that on August 4, 
2026, the City of Westfield, Indiana Redevelopment Authority (the “Authority”) 
and Robert W. Baird & Co., Incorporated (the “Underwriter”) executed and 
delivered a Bond Purchase Agreement whereby the Authority agreed to sell 
and the Underwriter agreed to purchase all of the Authority’s (i) Lease Rental 
Revenue Bonds, Series 2026A, in the aggregate principal amount of $26,665,000, 
with a final maturity date of January 15, 2051 and (ii) Lease Rental Revenue 
Bonds, Series 2026B (Federally Taxable), in the aggregate principal amount of 
$13,335,000, with a final maturity date of January 15, 2036 (collectively, the 
“Bonds”). No action to contest the validity of the Bonds may be brought after the 
fifteenth day following the publication of this notice.

CITY OF WESTFIELD, INDIANA REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
R8500	 8/21/26, 8/24/26

Meeting Notices
The Westfield Washington Schools will meet in an executive session at 

3 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 25, 2026, for the following purposes: To train school 
board members with an outside consultant about the performance of the role 
of the members as public officials. IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(11); To receive in-
formation about and interview prospective employees. IC 5-14-1.5- 6.1(b)
(5); For discussion of the assessment, design, and implementation of school 
safety and security measures, plans, and systems. IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(3).

A work session will follow at 6:45 p.m. in the Community Room at the 
Westfield Washington Schools Administration Center, 19500 Tomlinson 
Road, Suite B.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to 
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under

I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in 
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door 

Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

USA Archery brings Olympic Team Trials &
Target Nationals to Droplight Grand Park in 2027
Submitted by
City of Westfield

USA Archery, in part-
nership with Hamilton 
County Sports Authority, 
has confirmed that Drop-
light Grand Park Sports 
Campus in Westfield will 
hold an historic 143rd USA 
Archery Target Nationals 
and 2027 U.S. Open from 
Aug. 11 to 15.

Next year’s Target Na-
tionals will also include 
the Stage 1 2028 Olympic 
Team Trials Qualification 
event which, for the first 
time, will include a com-
pound archery competition. 
The Stage 2 2028 Olympic 
Team Trials Qualification 
event will be held follow-
ing the U.S. Open event.

Since archery returned 
to the Olympic Games in 
1972 only recurve has been 
included. For LA 2028 
compound will be included 
in the form of a mixed team 
event. As a result, Grand 
Park will host both recurve 
and compound archers 
chasing their dream of rep-
resenting the United States 

at a home Games.
“We are delighted to 

be heading to Westfield for 
an archery first,” USA Ar-
chery’s Interim CEO Mary 
Emmons said. “The Stage 1 
2028 Olympic Trials Quali-
fication event will allow for 
open registration, providing 
recurve and compound ar-
chers with a unique chance 
to make the USA Archery 
team for 2028.”

Emmons continued, 
“Our Target Nationals and 
U.S. Open are among the 
biggest events on the cal-
endar. In addition, the sec-
ond-ever United States Ar-
chery Team (USAT) Series 
Final boasting $50,000 in 
prize money – the first of 
which was a huge success 
this year will also take place 
– and only adds to what 
promises to be a memora-
ble event at a world-class 
venue.”

Westfield Mayor Scott 
Willis said, “Westfield has 
built a national reputation 
as a premier destination for 
sports, and hosting USA 
Archery marks an exciting 

new chapter for our com-
munity. For the first time, 
athletes will compete in 
Westfield for the opportuni-
ty to represent Team USA at 
the LA28 Olympic Games. 
We are proud to welcome 
these world-class competi-
tors, their families, and ar-
chery fans from across the 
country next August.”

Karen Radcliff, Pres-
ident and CEO of Hamil-
ton County Tourism, Inc., 
said, “Hosting the open-
ing stages of the archery 
2028 Olympic Team Trials 
Qualification events for the 
first time is a defining mo-
ment for Hamilton County. 
We’re proud to partner with 
USA Archery, Droplight 
Grand Park Sports Campus 
and the City of Westfield to 
welcome the best archers 
from across the country as 
they compete in the U.S. 
Team Trials, National Tar-
get Championships, USAT 
Series Final and U.S. Open. 
Hamilton County is built 
for championship competi-
tion and ready to showcase 
its state-of-the-art facili-

ties, hospitality and passion 
for sport on this national 
stage.”

Greg Stremlaw, Co-
Chief Executive Officer of 
Grand Park Sports and En-
tertainment, said, “Hosting 
the 143rd USA Archery 
Target Nationals, the U.S. 
Open and the opening 
stages of the U.S. Olym-
pic Team Trials is a defin-
ing moment for Droplight 
Grand Park. Every great 
sports venue aspires to host 

events that inspire athletes 
and create unforgettable 
memories. Welcoming the 
nation’s best archers as 
they pursue the dream of 
representing the United 
States on the Olympic stage 
reflects exactly what Grand 
Park was built to do. We are 
honored by USA Archery’s 
confidence in our team and 
look forward to delivering 
an exceptional champion-
ship experience for every 
athlete, coach, family, and 
fan who visits Westfield.”

One archer who has al-
ready confirmed he plans 
to be at the Stage 1 2028 
Olympic Trials Qualifica-
tion event is Matt Stutz-
man, who is also known 
as “The Armless Archer,” 
and the gold medalist at the 
2024 Paralympic Games 
in Paris. Stutzman will 
aim to earn a place on the 
compound team, with the 
ultimate goal of becoming 
the first Paralympic gold 
medalist to win an Olympic 
gold medal in archery.

Photo provided by City of Westfield

https://www.cripesauction.com/
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Today’s Bible Reading
Wanderings in the Wilderness

Thirty-eight years passed from the time we left 
Kadesh Barnea until we crossed the Zered Valley. 
By then, that entire generation of fighting men had 
perished from the camp, as the Lord had sworn to 
them. The Lord’s hand was against them until he 
had completely eliminated them from the camp.

Now when the last of these fighting men 
among the people had died, the Lord said to me, 
“Today you are to pass by the region of Moab 
at Ar. When you come to the Ammonites, do not 
harass them or provoke them to war, for I will not 
give you possession of any land belonging to the 
Ammonites. I have given it as a possession to the 
descendants of Lot.”

(That too was considered a land of the Rephaites, 
who used to live there; but the Ammonites called 
them Zamzummites. They were a people strong 
and numerous, and as tall as the Anakites. The 
Lord destroyed them from before the Ammonites, 
who drove them out and settled in their place. 
The Lord had done the same for the descendants 
of Esau, who lived in Seir, when he destroyed 
the Horites from before them. They drove them 
out and have lived in their place to this day. And 
as for the Avvites who lived in villages as far as 
Gaza, the Caphtorites coming out from Caphtor 
destroyed them and settled in their place.)

Deuteronomy 2:14-23 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

IMPROVED PRICE!

LAKEFRONT! SOLD! SOLD!SOLD! SOLD! PENDING!
2513 Sheridan 

Court
CICERO

20971 Shoreline  
Unit 410

NOBLESVILLE

6178 North  
Woodhaven Dr.

MCCORDSVILLE

18532 Oriental Oak 
Court

NOBLESVILLE

18149 Atlantic Road
NOBLESVILLE

18716 Prairie 
Baptist Road

NOBLESVILLE
This desirable 3BR, 2BA Cicero 

ranch on .44 acres features a 
remodeled kitchen with quartz 

counters, wood-burning 
fireplace, spacious primary suite, 

and private, wooded backyard 
with two storage sheds. Lake 

access and boat docks.
Listed at $339,900 

Enjoy low-maintenance 
waterfront living in this gated 
2BR, 2BA Morse Lake condo. 
Features include fresh paint, 

new carpet, boat slip, two 
garage spots, storage, and 
stainless kitchen. Luxury 

meets convenience.
Listed at $299,900

This turnkey 3BR, 2BA ranch 
in McCordsville features fresh 

paint, granite counters, and 
LVP flooring. Enjoy the new 

wood privacy fence and covered 
deck. Community pool and 
playground are steps away!

New price $304,900 

Beautiful 4BR, 2BA 2 half baths 
in Oakmont of Noblesville. 
Situated on over half an acre 
(.68) wooded lot featuring a 
screened porch and finished 

basement along with a three car 
tandem garage. This move-in 

ready property awaits you.
Listed at $559,900

Own this charming 1.5-acre 
country retreat! Features 2,000+ 
sq ft, 4BR, 2BA, and a new roof. 
Enjoy a cozy fireplace, spacious 

kitchen, and fenced yard. 
Perfectly located near Hamilton 

Town Center and I-69. Won’t 
last long!

Listed at $274,900 

Attention investors and 
homeowners! Hard-to-find 
country ranch on .39 acres. 

Featuring 2BR, 1BA, spacious 
family room, kitchen with 

appliances, and attached garage. 
Updates include 2022 roof, 
plumbing, and 2023 AC.

Listed at $172,900
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Patsy Ann Cox
October 20, 1940 – August 18, 2026

Patsy Ann Cox known to many by Nana, 85, Nobles-
ville, passed away on Tuesday, August 
18, 2026, at her home. She was born 
on October 20, 1940, in Roanoke, Va.

Patsy was a homemaker who loved 
her animals, going to garage sales with 
her family, gardening, and canning 
fruits and vegetables. Her habanero 
jelly was everyone’s favorite. 

Faith was at the very heart of Patsy’s 
life. She loved the Lord deeply and had 

a boldness to speak about Him to anyone she encountered. 
She had a way of speaking into the lives of others, often 
without even realizing the impact her words had. Patsy was 
also very sensitive to the presence of the Lord and sought to 
follow His leading in her life. Her love for the Lord and for 
her family was evident to everyone who knew her.

Patsy is survived by four children; her sister, Hazel; sev-
eral grandchildren and great-grandchildren; and her dogs.

She was preceded in death by her father, Jerry Lee 
Campbell; mother, Elizabeth Ann Lily; husband, Robert 
Cox; children, Lora and Timothy; and her sister, Clara.

A celebration of Patsy’s life will be held at a later date. Her 
care has been entrusted to Randall & Roberts Funeral Homes.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Donna Belle Spencer
November 27, 1928 – August 15, 2026

Donna Belle Spencer, born on November 27, 1928, in 
Akron, Ind., passed away peacefully 
on August 15, 2026. She was a beacon 
of love and compassion in her family 
and community. Her charismatic per-
sonality and thoughtful heart touched 
everyone who had the privilege to 
meet her. She devoted her life to her 
family as a loving homemaker, always 
ensuring her home was a welcoming 
place filled with warmth and love.

Donna was a proud resident of Cicero. She was a loving 
wife to her late husband, John Spencer, whom she married 
on February 26, 1966. Donna enjoyed attending Omega 
Christian Church with her church family whom she loved, 
playing (and winning) Bingo, and competitive games of 
Farkle with her friends from Tipton. She was an ardent fan 
of Izakaya and jumped at every chance to each there. Don-
na loved basking in the sun, visiting the beach, and main-
taining her beautiful flowers. Her collection of angels, cof-
fee cups, magnets, and knick-knacks brought her joy, each 
item holding fond memories and stories.

Donna is survived by her loving children Kevin Spen-
cer, Kim (Russ) Spencer-Milkey, Janet (Greg) Murray, 
Paul (Leslie) Spencer, Brian (Carol) Spencer, and Brenda 
(Kurt) King. She is also survived by her daughters-in-law 
Karen Umberger, Nancy (Robb) Webb, and Kathy Spencer 
as well as her sister, Janice (Harold) Shewman. She was a 
dedicated mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, great-
great-grandmother, and aunt. She cherished every moment 
spent with her family.

Donna was preceded in death by her husband John 
Spencer; parents, Orville and Doris Ellis; children, Larry 
Umberger, Twila Smith, Mark Spencer, and Jeff Spencer; 
and her sister, Marcile Becker.

A visitation will be held from 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Au-
gust 27, 2026, at Cicero Christian Church, 1715 Stringtown 
Pike, Cicero. A funeral service in memory of Donna will 
take place at 11 a.m. Friday, August 28, 2026, at the same 
location with Pastor Neal Brown of Omega Christian 
Church officiating. All services are under the direction of 
Hartley-Dunnichay Funeral Home in Cicero.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Hartley-Dun-
nichay Funeral Home to go towards funeral expenses.

We invite all who knew Donna to share their memo-
ries and upload photos to her memorial page. Donna’s life 
was filled with love, laughter, and family; let us remember 
her in the same way. Your shared memories will serve as a 
comforting reminder of the beautiful life she lived.

Condolences: hartleyfuneralhomes.com
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