
Submitted by Westfield 
Washington Schools

On Tuesday evening, July 
28, Westfield Washington 
Schools (WWS) celebrated the 
opening of Midland Crossing 
Elementary School with a rib-
bon cutting ceremony, marking 
the completion of one of the 
district’s newest elementary 
schools.

Educators, school board 
members, district leaders, proj-
ect partners, and invited guests 
gathered to commemorate the 
opening of the school before 
welcoming students for the first 
day of classes on Aug. 17.

Midland Crossing Ele-
mentary was thoughtfully de-
signed to provide students with 
high-quality learning environ-
ments including collaborative 

spaces dedicated to bringing 
grade-level students together.

As the school’s inaugural 
principal, Mary Beth Fischer re-
flected on the opportunities the 
building will create for students 

and families.
“As we stand here today, it’s 

exciting to imagine everything 
that will happen when we wel-
come students on August 17,” 
Fischer said. “Very soon, these 

hallways will be filled with 
laughter, creativity, and explo-
ration. Classrooms will become 
places where students challenge 

The REPORTER
The Tom & Soni Sheehan Boys & 

Girls Club of Noblesville (BGCN) in-
vites the community to celebrate, com-
pete, and 
give back 
through two 
e x c i t i n g 
fundraising 
events this 
August: the 
11th annu-
al BGCN 
Cornhole Tournament on Friday, Aug. 
7, and the inaugural Adult Recess on 
Saturday, Aug. 15.

As BGCN celebrates its 75th anni-
versary throughout 2026, both events of-
fer unique opportunities for Club alum-
ni, community members, businesses, 
and supporters to come together in sup-
port of programs that provide thousands 
of local youth with safe, affordable af-
ter-school and summer experiences.

The 11th annual BGCN Cornhole 
Tournament returns to Forest Park 
in Noblesville, where teams of all 
skill levels will enjoy an afternoon of 
friendly competition, food, beverages, 
prizes, raffles, and camaraderie. Regis-
tration begins at noon on Aug. 7, with 
tournament play to follow. Proceeds 
will directly support BGCN programs 
that empower young people to reach 
their full potential.

By AIDA KARIM
news@readthereporter.com

A new candidate is in town 
and looking to reform the 
state’s educational priorities. 

The Reporter 
spoke with Dev-
on Wellington, the 
Democratic candi-
date running against 
incumbent Repub-
lican Alaina Shonk-
wiler in the Nov. 3 
election for Indiana 
House of Represen-
tatives District 29.

Wellington told 
The Reporter she has worked 
in education policy on the dis-
trict, state, and federal levels.

Wellington said she works 
daily to ensure states around 
the country guarantee good 
outcomes for kids, in spite 
of the “bad policy that they 
are often handed or unfunded 
mandates that state legislature 
gives them.” She works along-
side an array of different gov-
ernmental bodies, which she 
said emulates the job of a state 
legislator in many ways.

“I have a personal rule for 
myself that sort of keeps me in 
check, and that rule is that I’m 
not allowed to complain about 
something unless I’m willing 
to do something about it,” Wel-
lington said.

Wellington and her family 
had previously lived in north-
ern Virginia. Years before their 
move, the family had been 

visiting the city and attending 
Saturday Night Crusin’ On the 
Square regularly.

She said from these expe-
riences she knew Noblesville 
was the place to raise her kids. 

In 2022, Welling-
ton and her family 
relocated to Nobles-
ville under the Make 
My Move program. 

Education
Wellington said 

when her son began 
to attend Noblesville 
schools, she was nat-
urally curious about 
how the district ap-

proached different issues.
“I got 

i n v o l v e d 
in several 
of the dis-
t r i c t - leve l 
committees 
and have 
had a won-
derful expe-
rience with 
our schools 
in that re-
gard,” Wel-
lington said.

Welling-
ton told The 
R e p o r t e r 
this expe-
rience directly led to general 
community involvement, ob-
serving complications sur-
rounding the state legislature 
and education. 
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Both sides of District 29 election
Democrat Devon Wellington

talks about her priorities
By AIDA KARIM
news@readthereporter.com

Noblesville born and bred, 
this candidate’s passion for her 
hometown is deeply ingrained. 

The Reporter 
spoke with Alaina 
Shonkwiler, the Re-
publican incum-
bent running against 
Democrat challenger 
Devon Wellington in 
the Nov. 3 election 
for Indiana House of 
Representatives Dis-
trict 29.

Shonkwiler said 
she chose to run the first time 

because she 
“wanted to 
be a voice for 
Noblesville.”

“ A s 
s o m e b o d y 
who was 
raised here 
by two pub-
lic servants, 
a teacher 
and a nurse, 
I knew how 
much the 
Statehouse 
really affect-
ed our local 
c o m m u n i -

ties,” Shonkwiler said.
Before office

Prior to her election, Shonk-
wiler said she got her start with 
the city government and State-
house through her participation 
in various committees and work 

for different officials. 
Shonkwiler said she worked 

with past officials Luke Kenley 
and Kathy Richardson (Wil-
liams) to establish the cultural 
arts district in Noblesville. 

Shownwiler also 
worked for prior Dis-
trict 29 Rep. Chuck 
Goodrich and for 
Noblesville Schools 
in a workforce devel-
opment coordinator 
position. She helped 
launch high school 
students into the best 
careers possible.

“We focused 
significantly on workforce de-
velopment,” she said. “Craft-
ing bills that were specifically 
around graduation pathways 
and workforce development.”

Shonkwiler said as she 
worked with Congresswoman 
Victoria Spartz, staying by her 
side when the congresswoman 
attended Statehouse meetings. 
She said there she began un-
derstanding how some federal 
implications at the congressio-
nal level were impacting the 
Statehouse.

During office
When evaluating her prior-

ities in office, Shonkwiler said 
she questions legislation, won-
dering, “Is it going to make life 
more affordable? Is it going to 
make the government work bet-
ter? Is it going to make our com-
munities safe?”

Republican Alaina Shonkwiler
discusses hometown service

District 29 encompasses Noblesville 
and a small portion of Fishers. You 

can see the full district maps and look 
up your district at iga.in.gov/infor-

mation/house-district-map.
According to the Indiana General 

Assembly, the House of Representa-
tives works alongside the Senate and 

Governor to draft and pass laws as well 
as establish the state budget and taxes.

In June 2023, The Reporter published 
a story detailing the Make My Move 
program and how it’s brought people 
to Noblesville. You can read that story 
at tinyurl.com/HCRmakemymove.

ShonkwilerWellington

See Shonkwiler . . . Page 2See Wellington . . . Page 2

BGCN invites
community to two 
signature summer 
fundraising events

See BGCN . . . Page 2

Sheridan Community Schools prepares for exciting new year
Submitted by Sheridan 
Community Schools

This summer, Sheridan 
Community Schools (SCS) has 
been hard at work to prepare 
for this upcoming school year. 
From renovations, cleaning, 
and hiring, SCS administration, 
teachers, and staff have been 
putting on the finishing touches 
before students return Wednes-
day, Aug. 5.

“This has been one of the 
busiest summers we’ve had,” 
SCS Superintendent Dave 
Mundy said. “Thanks to the 
dedication of our staff and the 
continued support of our com-

munity, we’re ready to provide 
incredible opportunities to ev-
ery student.”

Particularly, there have been 
major renovations, especially 

at Sheridan High School (SHS) 
and Middle School (SMS). 
These updates will help pro-
vide a space for every student 
to excel. New roofs have been 

installed on both buildings, an 
updated Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) space has 
been completed, the middle 
school office spaces have been 
renovated for better usage, and 
a new collaborative learning 
space, titled the “Blackhawk 
Nest,” has been created directly 
off of the cafeteria.

“These new facilities are 
fantastic!” SHS & SMS Princi-
pal Rick Davis said. “We can’t 
wait for students to return and 
put them to use. It is an exciting 
time to be a Blackhawk!”

Mundy Davis Roberts

See Sheridan . . . Page 3

Westfield Washington Schools celebrates
opening of Midland Crossing Elementary

Photo provided by Westfield Washington Schools
Students, staff, teachers, and administrators were excited to cut the ribbon on the 
brand-new Midland Crossing Elementary School, located at 16900 Towne Road.

See Midland . . . Page 2

Hug me until I 
smell like you

As another school 
year begins in Nobles-
ville, I found myself 
holding my daughters 
a little tighter before 
they walked through 
those school doors. 
It reminded me of a 
phrase I recently came 
across: “Hug me until 
I smell like you.” At 
first, it made me smile. 
Then it made me think.

Children don’t just carry backpacks into 
school. They carry pieces of home.

This year, I tucked a small note into 
each of my daughters’ backpacks. My tenth 
grader loves Nerds candy, so her note re-
minded her to “Stay a little nerdy – be 
smart, stay curious, ask questions, be brave 
enough to try new things, and always lead 
with kindness.” My fourth grader is all 
about Pop-Its, so her note encouraged her 
to “Pop into every day with your big smile. 
Pop with kindness. Pop with confidence. 
Have a pop-tastic fourth grade!”

The notes were simple, playful, and per-
fectly matched their personalities. But they 
carried a much bigger message: We love you 
exactly as you are. We hope you share your 
unique gifts with the world.

Those little notes may only last a few 
moments before finding their way into a 
desk or backpack pocket, but the feeling be-
hind them lasts much longer. They become 
quiet reminders that someone believes in 
them, even when they’re navigating a chal-
lenging test, sitting with someone new at 
lunch, or wondering if they fit in.

As parents, we send more than school 
supplies through those classroom doors. We 
send our values.

Soon, those values begin to blend with the 
lessons children learn from teachers, class-
mates, bus drivers, cafeteria staff, and neigh-
bors. They begin to “smell” a little like their 
community – not literally, but through the 
kindness they receive, the friendships they 
build, and the examples they witness every day.

Pooja Thakkar
Taste of Community

COLUMNIST

See Hug Me . . . Page 3
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Shonkwiler said an ex-
ample of legislation she 
worked on includes giv-
ing law enforcement the 
tools and clarity and re-
sources that they need to 
protect our communities 
while supporting transpar-
ency and accountability 
with House Bill 1232 (iga.
in.gov/legislative/2025/
bills/house/1232/details). 

“In this past session, 
I was proud to lead some 
meaningful local govern-
ment reform conversa-
tions,” Shonkwiler said. 
“Having township mod-
ernization legislation that 
actually took a thoughtful 
approach, looking at im-
proving efficiency, reduc-
ing duplication in local 
government entities, and 
ensuring that taxpayer dol-
lars were used wisely.”

Shonkwiler told The 
Reporter she worked 
on Senate Bill 270 (iga.
in.gov/legislative/2026/
bills/senate/270/details) 
making the statehouse 
continually evaluate how 
it can deliver better ser-
vices at lower cost to the 
taxpayer. 

“It was the first time we 
had meaningful reform of 
township government in 
over 20 years,” Shonkwil-
er said. 

According to Shonk-
wiler she also focuses on 

reforming and the regu-
lation of investor-owned 
electric utilities. 

She said, “Indiana is 
really growing, and in that 
growth comes energy de-
mand, and that depends on 
reliability and affordability 
of electricity.” 

Shonkwiler said within 
her role on the government 
and regulatory reform 
committee at the State-
house, she has continued 
to push for housing afford-
ability.

According to Shonk-
wiler, another issue was 
duplicate efforts, where 
multiple units of govern-
ment were involved in the 
contracting process for dif-
ferent public services. She 
said she aims to minimize 
taxing people twice for the 
same service. 

Shonkwiler told The 
Reporter she stands out as 
a candidate because of her 
unique connection to No-
blesville.
Noblesville connection

In terms of the Make 
My Move program oppos-
ing candidate Wellington 
had utilized, Shonkwiler 
said, as somebody who 
has consulted in econom-
ic development for com-
munities across the state, 
the program has recruited 
some incredible people to 
the community. 

“I don’t want to dispar-
age the people who came 
here through using that pro-
gram because it was a tool 
that they were able to use,” 
Shonkwiler said. “Do I nec-
essarily agree with using 
tax dollars to do that? No, 
not really.”

Shonkwiler said there 
are people who’ve lived 
here their whole lives and 
invested in the community 
who didn’t need the incen-
tive to do so.

“I was raised here. 
My kids have been raised 
here,” Shonkwiler said. “I 
actually bought the house 
that I grew up in from my 
parents. And so I’ve been 
ingrained in the community 
basically my whole life.”

Shonkwiler goes to 
the American Legion and 
VFW and told The Report-
er she knows the members 
by name. She has volun-
teered at Noblesville Main 
Street and with Nobles-
ville Schools. She has been 
on the sidelines at school 
sporting events alongside 
her community.

Shonkwiler said she 
“knows the community 
backwards and forwards.”

If voters would like to 
reach out to Shonkwiler, 
she encourages inquiries 
at alainafornoblesville@
gmail.com or by visiting 
alainafornoblesville.com. 

“I don’t feel like we’re 
headed in a great direction 
and in a direction that will 
benefit my children or the 
community long term,” Wel-
lington said. “And thinking 
about my background, expe-
rience, and knowledge, it be-
came really clear, very quick-
ly, the Statehouse was where 
I could do the most good.”

Wellington said the state 
continues to maintain an ef-
fort that ignores the needs of 
the majority of students’ in-
terests in favor of what a few 
parents and legislators want. 

Many school districts 
have referendums on the 
ballot for November. Wel-
lington said she believes 
many people are experienc-
ing strong emotional ties to 
many of the issues at stake 
because they impact their 
communities and utilize 
their tax dollars.

“I’m never going to be-
grudge a parent who is try-
ing to get the best education 
for their child,” Wellington 
said, “but when we system-
atically take money away 
from our public schools 
and then expect them [the 
schools] to be able to do 
more with less, piled on top 
of unfunded mandates and 
expectations that we are 
throwing at teachers and 
schools without the support 
to actually make them effec-
tive, and then blaming them 
when we’re not getting the 
educational outcomes we 
want, it’s just – quite frank-

ly – insanity to me.”
Wellington told The Re-

porter she believes that be-
fore the state decides to allo-
cate tax dollars to a private 
or charter school, the people 
should get to vote on that 
decision on a ballot. 

Community members 
are feeling immense pres-
sure because the state is, 
in her words, “tragically 
underfunding our schools. 
I think we are viewing ed-
ucation as an expense as op-
posed to an investment.” 

Wellington said beyond 
her vote on different bills, 
something she can do is 
bring more stakeholders to 
the table and get them on 
the same page so that we are 
moving together towards a 
shared goal.

Affordability
Aside from educational 

priorities, Wellington said 
affordability is another ma-
jor aspect of her campaign. 

“Hamilton County 
should continue to be a place 
to invest in, but still be af-
fordable,” Wellington said.

She said every day, as a 
parent, she is asked to pay 
more for something today 
than she paid yesterday. She 
said she believes the state 
should pass certain policies to 
effectively help families and 
set them and their children up 
for long-term success. 

Supermajority
“My job is not to go to 

the Statehouse and try to 
push through every initia-

tive that I think is important 
to push through,” Welling-
ton said. “My job as a rep-
resentative is to be the voice 
for my district and do what, 
collectively, we believe is 
important.”

She said even with a Re-
publican supermajority she 
believes she can go into the 
Statehouse thoroughly un-
derstanding what her con-
stituents want. 

Wellington said her job 
would be far more than mak-
ing a big show of politics. 

“Good politics is more 
about being focused on be-
ing the workhorse than be-
ing the show horse, and I do 
not mind being the work-
horse,” Wellington said.

She said many repre-
sentatives focus on working 
down the aisle, but she be-
lieves the reality of good pol-
icy-making starts with good 
intentions for her district.

If she were to be elected, 
Wellington said, “I’m nev-
er going to complain about 
something that I won’t be 
involved in or willing to put 
work toward. I will continue 
to show up for my commu-
nity.”

Wellington encourag-
es any and all community 
members to reach out to 
her via email at devon@
votedevon.com or info@
votedevon.com, or call her 
directly at (317) 316-8378. 
You can read more about 
her campaign online at vot-
edevon.com.

Wellington
from Page 1

Shonkwiler
from Page 1

themselves, build confi-
dence, develop friendships, 
and grow into capable, com-
passionate young people.”

Rebecca Ogle, president 
of the WWS Board of School 
Trustees, said this new el-
ementary school will keep 
building the district’s legacy 
of educational excellence.

“Midland Crossing is an 
important part of the next 
chapter for Westfield Wash-
ington Schools, helping us 
welcome new families while 
continuing the tradition of 
excellence that defines our 
district. Our Board is excit-
ed to welcome the Midland 

Explorers into the Westfield 
Washington Schools family. 
We cannot wait to see the 
friendships they build, the 
lessons they learn, and the 
memories they create within 
these walls for many years 
to come.”

Superintendent Dr. John 
Atha emphasized that while 
Midland Crossing is a new 
building, it reflects the same 
experience found through-
out WWS.

“As students and fam-
ilies walk through these 
doors, they will find the 
same commitment to ex-
cellence, high expectations, 

and student-centered learn-
ing that exists throughout 
every school in our district,” 
Atha said. 

During the ceremony, 
district leaders also thanked 
the Board of School Trust-
ees, project partners, archi-
tects, construction teams, 
educators, and community 
members whose collabora-
tion helped bring the new 
school to fruition.

Midland Crossing El-
ementary will soon wel-
come its inaugural class of 
students, beginning a new 
chapter for WWS and the 
families it serves.

Just one week later, the 
Club will debut Adult Re-
cess, a brand-new adults 
only fundraising event de-
signed to let adults relive 
the best parts of childhood 
while supporting today’s 
generation of Club Kids. 
Taking place from 5 to 7 
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 15, 
Adult Recess will feature 
BGCN staples throughout 
the entire facility, friendly 
competitions, interactive 
activities, complimentary 
food and drinks, a live DJ, 
and plenty of opportunities 
to reconnect with friends 
while giving back to the 
community.

“These events are all 
about bringing people to-

gether,” BGCN Director 
of Development Nathan 
Helm said. “Whether 
you’re tossing cornhole 
bags with friends and 
co-workers or reliving 
childhood favorites Adult 
Recess, every dollar raised 
helps ensure local kids 
have access to life-chang-
ing opportunities at the 
Club. We hope the com-
munity joins us for one – or 
even both – of these great 
events.”

Funds raised from both 
events will support the 
BGCN’s mission of en-
abling all young people, 
especially those who need 
it most, to reach their full 
potential as productive, 

caring, and responsible cit-
izens. Each year, the Club 
serves more than 2,200 
youth through after-school 
and out-of-school pro-
grams, academic support, 
transportation services, 
youth sports, character de-
velopment, and more.

Businesses and individ-
uals are encouraged to par-
ticipate through sponsor-
ships, team registrations, 
and event attendance.

For event information, 
sponsorship opportuni-
ties, or to register, visit 
bgcni.org or contact Na-
than Helm at the Boys & 
Girls Club of Noblesville 
at nhelm@bgcni.org or 
(317) 773-4372.

Midland
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BGCN
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We have been nominated for the 
Indiana Ultimate Farmers Market 
Challenge. We'd be SO GRAPEFUL 
if you would scan the QR code 
below to vote for us!

ROOTING FOR US? 
PLEASE VOTE!
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PUBLIC SAFETY DAY
Join us for a fun, hands-on, interactive day! Food trucks, touch-a-
truck, hands-on activities, demonstrations and access to a large
variety of direct services, and more.

EVENT FEATURES
Touch-a-truck

Inflatable Slide

Information Booths

Stop the bleed

Hands Only CPR

For information on
sponsorship contact:

CFD Public Education
Officer Renee Butts

rbutts@carmel.in.gov
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That’s one of the things 
I love most about Nobles-
ville. It has the #Heartof 
theCommunity. 

Our schools are filled 
with opportunities for chil-
dren from different back-
grounds to learn not only 
math and reading, but 
empathy, respect, and be-
longing. Every smile in the 
hallway, every encouraging 
teacher, every new friend-
ship adds another ingredient 
to the recipe of community.

Through Taste of Commu-
nity, I’ve discovered that ev-
ery culture has comfort food, 
but every community also 
has comfort people – the ones 
who make us feel seen, wel-
comed, and valued. Schools 
do that every single day.

As this new school year 
begins, I hope every child 

carries a little bit of home 
with them while remaining 
open to discovering some-
one else’s story. Because 
when children are encour-
aged to be authentically 
themselves while embrac-
ing others, our entire com-
munity grows stronger.

So before the first bell 
rings, don’t rush that good-
bye hug.

Hold them until they 
smell like you.

Then let them go – not 
just with a backpack full of 
supplies, but with hearts full 
of love, confidence, and the 
freedom to share their own 
unique joy with the world.

Pooja Thakkar is work-
ing to build cultural connec-
tions. You can read her col-
umn each week in the pages 
of The Reporter.

Photo provided

Sheridan Elementary 
School (SES) has also re-
ceived its own upgrades: 
freshly painted hallways, 
new carpeting, replaced 
concrete, refreshed land-
scaping, and a complete 
deep clean. All these up-
grades are due to the mainte-
nance and custodial staff as 
well as the grounds crews. 

“Our facilities have nev-
er looked better,” SES Prin-
cipal Valerie Roberts said. 
“This summer everyone 
really worked hard to re-
flect our commitment to an 
environment that allows our 
students to thrive.”

This summer there have 
also been several leadership 
updates. Davis will serve as 
both SMS and SHS princi-
pal this upcoming school 
year. Jason Marer will con-
tinue to serve as SHS Assis-
tant Principal. Kent Davis 
will take over as SCS Trans-
portation Director. New 
hire, Jeremy Luna, will 
serve as Dean of SMS.

Other hiring updates are 
as follows:

• Jaron Howard – SES 
STEM/SOAR 

• Erica Hills – SES 
Nurse

• Brooke Topper – 5th 

Grade
• Taylor Jones (materni-

ty leave) – 4th grade
• Dylan Claypool – SMS 

Special Education
• Jackie Donathen – 7th 

Grade Science
• Kathryn Dunphy – 

SMS STEM
• Abby Huffman – 7th 

Grade English
• Brett Zachary – NHCA 

Alternative Program
• Ashlynn Green – High 

School Social Studies
• Natalie Guest – High 

School English
• Nick Popejoy – 

Grounds Manager
On Monday, Aug. 3, stu-

dents and families can visit 
their new classrooms and 
meet their teachers. From 5 
to 7 p.m. the community can 
gather at the SHS Track and 
Football Field for the annual 
Back to School Bash. From 
5 to 6 p.m. SES families 
can visit with their students’ 
teachers, and from 6 to 7 
p.m. SMS and SHS families 
can do the same.

The people of SCS have 
put in a lot of work to en-
sure that every Blackhawk 
will have the opportunity 
for success when they walk 
through the doors every day.

Hug Me
from Page 1

Sheridan
from Page 1

Westfield Library Foundation
accepting submissions for Art Wall
The REPORTER

The Westfield Library 
Foundation (WLF), in part-
nership with the Westfield 
Washington Public Library, 
is now accepting submis-
sions for the 2027 Mike & 
Karen Heaton Art Wall. The 
gallery wall showcases ro-
tating artwork throughout 
the library, providing local 
artists with the opportunity 
to display their work while 
enhancing the experience of 
library visitors. 

“The Art Wall is a mean-
ingful way to showcase the 
creativity of local artists 
while enriching the library 
experience for our patrons,” 
WLF Executive Director 
Erin Downey said. “We’re 
excited to welcome a new 
group of artists in 2027 and 
continue celebrating the tal-
ent that makes our commu-
nity so unique.”

Artists must be at least 18 
years old to apply and must 
submit a completed applica-
tion and portfolio by Oct. 1, 
2026, for consideration in the 
2027 exhibit rotation. Art-
work must be display-ready, 

framed, matted, or otherwise 
equipped to hang using the li-
brary’s hanging system. Art-
ists are also responsible for 
the installation and removal 
of their work during their as-
signed exhibit month. AI-cre-
ated or AI-enhanced artwork 
will not be considered.

The Art Gallery Com-
mittee will review all sub-
missions and select artists 
based on quality, originality, 
and appropriateness for the 
venue. The committee aims 
to showcase a variety of me-
dia throughout the year, in-
cluding photography, paint-
ing, and mixed media. 

To apply, download the 
application at westfield 
libraryfoundation.com.

Completed applica-
tions and portfolios should 
be emailed to edowney@
wwpl.lib.in.us. Artists will 
be notified of the commit-
tee’s decision shortly after 
Nov. 1, 2026.

About Westfield Library 
Foundation

The Westfield Library 
Foundation is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organiza-

tion supporting innovative 
programs and services for 
the Westfield Washington 
Public Library and its pa-

trons through major gifts, 
bequests, corporate spon-
sorships, naming rights and 
private donations.

Photo provided
The January 2026 Artist of the Month was Chris 
Winberg of Westfield.

mailto:rbutts%40carmel.in.gov?subject=
https://qr.io/r/jo4nQy
https://westfieldlibraryfoundation.com/
https://westfieldlibraryfoundation.com/
mailto:edowney%40wwpl.lib.in.us?subject=
mailto:edowney%40wwpl.lib.in.us?subject=
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beefandboards.com | 317.872.9664

Now on stage

TICKETS AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY VIA

https://beefandboards.com
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Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Business cards

Noblesville Roofing 
& Restoration 

Phone (317) 223-4587
Email: dhbs@comcast.net 

Martini Monday $10 specialty & well martinis
Tito’s Tuesday $7 single Tito’s drinks  
& $10 double Tito’s drinks or martinis 

Wine Wednesday 1/2 priced bottles of wine 
Tito’s Thursday $7 single Tito’s drinks 
& $10 double Tito’s drinks or martinis 

Note: entrée required for all specials
Live music Wednesday and Fridays

317-804-2051
3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Pasto Italiano Summer Specials

Reservations 
Recommended

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com  

TalkToDani.com
F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

the home of your dreams awaits.
13035 Wembly Road - Carmel

2,596 Sq Ft. | $525,000

7942 Red Sunset Way – Avon
2,698 Sq Ft. | $383,900

30 Blue Water Drive - Cicero
924 Sq Ft. | $265,000

2140 State Road 13 - Lapel
1,508  Sq Ft. | $239,900

Donate school supplies at
Culver’s of Westfield

Culver’s of Westfield is assisting the Options School 
of Westfield with a Fill the Bus with School Supplies 
Event from 5 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 4.

No purchase is required; all the community needs to 
do is donate school supplies.

Culver’s is located at 17651 Sun Park Drive, Westfield.

Community News

Go beyond the stage at Allied Solutions 
Center for the Performing Arts in Carmel
The REPORTER

Enjoy these opportuni-
ties for a new educational 
experience at the Allied 
Solutions Center for the 
Performing Arts. Tickets 
are available to TheCenter-
Presents.org.
Peanut Butter & Jam

Tickets are on sale now 
for the upcoming season 
of Peanut Butter & Jam 
performances for kids and 
families, now sponsored by 
PEAS for Kids. Aimed at 
ages 1 to 7, the series of nine 
monthly Saturday events 
kicks off Sept. 26 with Mex-
ican music and dance by 
Mariachi Sol Jalisciense 
de Indianapolis.

As always, the cool 
thing about PB&J is that 
tickets are just $10 per child 
and include two free adult 
admissions. See the full 
lineup here.

Luminaries
On sale now is the new 

season of Luminaries, the 
Center’s weekday speaker 
series on the arts.

The first event at 2 p.m. 
Sept. 29, titled “Americana 
and Jazz Collide,” features 
the leaders of the Indianapo-
lis-based Visions Jazz Ensem-
ble discussing a new com-
missioned album project that 
presents all-American stan-
dards like “Take Me Home, 
Country Roads” and “Ghost 
Riders in the Sky” in inven-
tive new jazz arrangements.

See the full Luminaries 
lineup here.

Student Matinees
How about those free 

Student Matinees for school 
groups? Four great morning 
shows are scheduled this 
season, starting Oct. 1 with 
the genre-blending Nigeri-
an violinist Demola, now 

open for public and private 
school reservations. The 
remaining three events will 
open for school registra-
tions Aug. 4. Reservations 
for homeschool groups will 
open six weeks prior to the 
performance dates, and you 
can see those dates here.

Reminder to educators: 
The Transportation Grant 
Program can help defray 
the cost of hiring drivers 
and vehicles, making these 
free field trip opportuni-
ties available to more kids 
throughout Central Indiana.

New musical
playground now open

If you’re visiting our 
campus with kids who need 
to work off a little energy, a 
new option has graciously 
been provided by the City 
of Carmel and Carmel Clay 
Parks & Recreation.

With the Midtown en-
hancement of the Monon 
Greenway extending south-
ward, a ginormous $2 mil-
lion play structure has been 
assembled just north of City 
Center Drive, which is right 
across the street from Allied 
Solutions Center and right 
across the trail from the 

proposed site of the Great 
American Songbook Foun-
dation’s long-planned mu-
seum.

Appropriately, the new 
40-foot mass of slides and 
ladders carries a performing 
arts theme, with a tower de-
signed as a metronome and 
other music-related play 
features.

Palladium Bookies
The Palladium Bookies 

reading club – anyone can 
come and it’s free! – con-
venes at 6:30 p.m. Aug. 10 

to discuss Half Blood Blues 
by Esi Edugyan, a novel 
about jazz musicians in pre- 
and postwar Europe.

Beatles fans will appre-
ciate the selection for the 
Oct. 12 session, the New 
York Times best-seller John 
& Paul: A Love Story in 
Songs by Ian Leslie. Just 
find a copy, learn more about 
the greatest songwriting 
team in world history (the 
Bookies’ humble opinion) 
and RSVP to Outreach@
TheCenterPresents.org.

Photo provided
The Center’s musical playground is now open for kids to work off some energy.

Noblesville Creates & Heartland Film to 
transform downtown into outdoor cinema
Enjoy free Indy Shorts Film Festival screenings films under the stars
Submitted by 
Noblesville Creates

Downtown Noblesville 
is taking center stage on Fri-
day, Aug. 7.

As the community 
continues to embrace the 
transformation of down-
town through the Embrace 
Downtown construction 
project, Noblesville Creates 
is inviting residents and vis-
itors to rediscover the heart 
of the city during a special 
First Friday celebration that 
brings award-winning films, 
local businesses, and the 
community together on the 
Courthouse Square.

In partnership with 
Heartland Film, Nobles-
ville Creates will transform 
9th Street into an open-
air cinema featuring two 
free screening programs 
from the ninth annual Indy 
Shorts International Film 
Festival. The event high-
lights the power of the arts 
to create memorable com-
munity experiences while 
encouraging guests to 
explore the shops, restau-
rants, and galleries that 
make downtown Nobles-
ville a destination.

Each month, Noblesville 
Creates’ First Friday high-
lights a different artistic dis-
cipline – from visual art and 
theatre to music, storytell-
ing, and now independent 
film – inviting the commu-
nity to experience creativity 
in new ways while celebrat-
ing downtown Noblesville.

“Downtown has always 
been a place where our com-
munity gathers,” Nobles-
ville Creates Executive Di-
rector Ailithir McGill said. 
“Even as exciting improve-
ments continue through the 
Embrace Downtown proj-
ect, we want people to know 
our local businesses are 
open, thriving, and ready to 
welcome visitors. This First 

Friday is an opportunity to 
experience great films while 
enjoying everything that 
makes downtown Nobles-
ville special.”

Guests are encour-
aged to make an evening 
of it by arriving early to 
browse local boutiques, 
explore downtown galler-
ies, and enjoy dinner or 
refreshments from one of 
the Square’s many restau-
rants – including favorites 
like  Matteo’s Ristorante 
Italiano – before settling 
in for an evening of excep-
tional short films beneath 
the summer sky. Visitors 
can also discover creative 
experiences at downtown 
partners including  Kiln 
Creations  and  Moonshot 
Games, making First Fri-
day the perfect opportu-
nity to explore everything 
downtown Noblesville has 
to offer. Alcoholic bever-
ages purchased from par-
ticipating downtown estab-
lishments may be enjoyed 
during the screenings in ap-
proved to-go cups.

The evening begins at 
6:30 p.m. with a Family 
Short Film Program, featur-
ing imaginative stories from 
around the world that audi-
ences of all ages can enjoy. 
The lineup includes:

• Eggspedition
• Dodgeball
• Singularity
• Trophy Son
• Lost Track
• ChikaBOOM!
• Saba
At 7:45 p.m., the cel-

ebration continues with a 
Comedy Short Film Pro-
gram, showcasing a collec-
tion of witty and entertain-
ing independent films:

• Easy Sell
• The Method
• My Dog: The Paradox
• Scratch
• CANDY BAR

More than movies
In addition to the eve-

ning’s film screenings, First 
Friday will feature live mu-
sic  and a curated selection 
of local artisan vendors, 
creating a lively community 
atmosphere throughout the 
Courthouse Square.

Featured artists include:
• Kristen Gruber of Mel-

ly’s Distractions, showcas-
ing handcrafted resin art-
work including decorative 
bowls, sun catchers, jewel-
ry, and other unique artisan 
creations.

• Mandelyn Beat-
ley  of  Mandelyn Studios, 
featuring original artwork, 
hand-gilded prints, original 
comics, stationery, and other 
illustrated works celebrating 
creativity and storytelling.

To complete the outdoor 
cinema experience,  The 
Spice & Tea Exchange of 
Noblesville will offer guests 
the opportunity to discover 
its signature gourmet pop-
corn seasonings – perfect for 
customizing movie-night 
snacks while supporting an-
other of downtown’s unique 
local businesses. Together 
with downtown businesses, 
restaurants, and community 
partners, the event trans-
forms the Square into an 
evening-long celebration of 
the arts, encouraging visi-
tors to shop, dine, explore, 

and connect while experi-
encing award-winning inde-
pendent films.

Heartland Film’s Indy 
Shorts International Film 
Festival has become one of 
the nation’s premier celebra-
tions of short-form filmmak-
ing, connecting audiences 
with innovative stories from 
around the world. Through 
this special partnership, No-
blesville Creates is proud to 
bring a selection of those ac-
claimed films directly to the 
heart of downtown.

Attendees are encour-
aged to bring lawn chairs, 
picnic blankets, picnic 
baskets, and their favorite 
non-alcoholic beverages to 
enjoy the outdoor screenings.

This special presentation 
is made possible through 
the partnership of Heartland 
Film and the generous sup-
port of  Hamilton County 
Tourism, whose investment 
continues to strengthen 
Hamilton County’s creative 
economy by connecting 
residents and visitors with 
outstanding arts experienc-
es in the heart of downtown 
Noblesville.

Learn more about No-
blesville Creates at nobles-
villecreates.org, and find out 
more about the Indy Shorts 
Film Festival and the upcom-
ing Heartland Film Festival 
at heartlandfilm.org.

Thanks for reading the
Hamilton County Reporter!

https://www.facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter/videos
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://www.talktodani.com/
https://thecenterpresents.org
https://thecenterpresents.org
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-education/pbj-mariachi-sol-jalisciense-de-indianapolis
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-education/pbj-mariachi-sol-jalisciense-de-indianapolis
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/child/peanut-butter-jam
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-education/luminaries-americana-and-jazz-collide
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-education/luminaries-americana-and-jazz-collide
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/adult/luminaries
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/school-groups/student-matinee-school-registration-form
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/school-groups/performances-for-schools
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/school-groups/transportation-grant-program
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/school-groups/transportation-grant-program
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/adult/palladium-bookies
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1611734215
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1250869544
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1250869544
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1250869544
mailto:Outreach@TheCenterPresents.org
mailto:Outreach@TheCenterPresents.org
https://noblesvillecreates.org
https://noblesvillecreates.org
https://heartlandfilm.org/
http://www2.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/propertyreports/reports.aspx?parcel=1514100001005002
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Time to place your
preorder for peony roots
By KELLY McVEY
President, Indiana Peony 
Festival, Inc.

We're excited to an-
nounce that pre-orders for 
our premium peony 
roots are now open!

Did you know 
Fall is the prime 
time for planting 
peony roots? It 
allows the roots to 
establish them-
selves before 
winter dorman-
cy, giving them 
a head start when spring 
arrives. The cooler tempera-
tures and increased mois-
ture in autumn create ideal 
conditions for root develop-
ment, helping your peonies 
grow strong and healthy.

If planting in fall, you’re 
setting your peonies up for 
a spectacular display of 
blooms for years to come.

How to preorder
• Visit indianapeony-

festival.com/peony-roots.
• Browse our exclusive 

peony root collection.
• Place your pre-order 
with ease.

• Peony roots 
will be available 
in late October. 
You will receive 
an email once it 
is ready for pick 
up or shipment.

Don't miss 
out on the peo-

ny perfection your gar-
den deserves! Secure your 
roots today and get ready to 
watch your garden bloom 
with beauty.

When you purchase a 
peony root from us, you're 
not just getting a beautiful 
plant … you're supporting 
our community. Thank you 
for supporting the Indiana 
Peony Festival.

Fishers awards nearly $340K to 23 neighborhoods
Submitted by 
City of Fishers

Mayor Scott Fadness 
awarded nearly $340,000 
to 23 neighborhoods 
through the city’s Neigh-
borhood Vibrancy Grant 
Program, supporting resi-
dent-led projects designed 
to enhance common areas 

and improve quality of life 
throughout the community. 

This year’s grants funded 
projects include new entrance 
monuments, native landscap-
ing, and rain gardens, up-
graded lighting and signage, 
safety bollards and sidewalk 
repairs, a public bike repair 
station, benches and a Little 

Free Library, trail-area im-
provements, and more.

“Neighborhoods are 
where residents experi-
ence Fishers every day, and 
these grants give residents 
a direct role in shaping and 
improving the places they 
call home,” Mayor Fadness 
said. “These projects reflect 

the pride residents have in 
their neighborhoods and 
their commitment to invest-
ing in the broader Fishers 
community.”

Since 2018, the Neigh-
borhood Vibrancy Grant 
has funded projects rang-
ing from deferred main-
tenance to beautification 
efforts with the 80/20 
matching grant available to 
homeowners’ associations 
and neighborhood groups 
within Fishers. The pro-
gram provides an 80 per-
cent match of eligible proj-
ect costs, up to $25,000, 
with recipients contribut-
ing the remaining project 
costs.

The following neigh-
borhoods received 2026 
Neighborhood Vibrancy 
Grants:

• Anderson Hall, 
$5,520: Entrance landscap-
ing and native plantings

• Berkley Grove, 
$15,785: Safety bollards, 
seating, and landscaping

• Brookston Place, 
$16,212: Common-area 
landscaping and screening

• Cumberland Place Vil-
lage, $25,000: Common-ar-
ea fence replacement

• Delaware Crossing, 
$19,848: Entrance land-
scaping and lighting

• Fox Run, $19,904: 

Entrance and 
trail-area im-
provements

• Graystone at 
Fishers, $18,604: 
Sustainable land-
scaping and rain 
gardens

• Hawks 
Landing, $2,452: 
Entrance land-
scaping improvements

• Hillsborough, $5,680: 
Entryway landscaping and 
lighting

• Intracoastal at Geist, 
$12,210: Entrance land-
scaping and electrical re-
pairs

• Lake Stonebridge, 
$25,000: Retention pond 
restoration and landscaping

• Limestone Springs 
Condominiums, $16,580: 
Entrance and clubhouse 
landscaping

• Northfield Estates, 
$6,780: New brick entrance 
monument

• Parkshore, $15,075: 
Landscaping at four neigh-
borhood entrances

• Pleasantview, 
$18,492: Entrance land-
scaping restoration

• Rolling Knoll, 
$19,883: Entrance and 
common-area improve-
ments

• Royalwood, $21,235: 
Entrance, landscaping, and 

trail amenities
• Sunblest 

Farms, $9,558: 
Signage, lighting, 
landscaping, and 
sidewalk repairs

• Sutton 
Crossing, $6,432: 
Entrance land-
scaping improve-
ments

• Tremont, $23,732: 
New entrance landscaping

• Vermillion, $25,000: 
Northern gateway land-
scaping

• Waterford Gardens, 
$8,067: Entrance and com-
mon-area landscaping

• Whelchel Springs, 
$2,680: Public bike repair 
station

Grant funding may be 
used for eligible design, 
construction, and installa-
tion costs. Priority is given 
to visible projects that pro-
vide a positive community 
impact, address an existing 
neighborhood need and in-
corporate sustainable or in-
novative solutions. Projects 
must be completed within 
one year of the application 
window.

Applications for the 
2027 Neighborhood Vi-
brancy Grant program are 
expected to open in Novem-
ber. Learn more at Fishers 
IN.gov/NVG.

Fadness

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of The Reporter, its publisher
or its staff. You can submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to

News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your phone number and city
of residence. The Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

Letter to the Editor

Is your business gateway
welcoming to inquiring individuals?

Dear Editor:
How long does an individual have 

to wait on the phone with any type of 
company, business, government agency, 
non-profit, school et al. to get help from 
an actual human being?

Have you ever tried to contact any 
business by phone only to receive an au-
tomated robot at the other end of the line 
– a robot that asks questions and you try to 
speak to it and it keeps saying, “Sorry I did 
not get that, so let’s try again” scenario?

Have you lost your patience when 
asked to click a number that you perceive 
will take you to the right department only 
to repeat more questions about where you 
want to go within their phone system?

Have you found yourself backed into 
a corner and you have to hang up and try 
and try again to get through their continu-
ing maze of unrelenting duplicate ques-
tions with no results, even if you say “I 
wish to speak to an agent or person”?

If you do get transferred, how long 
should you have to wait for an actual per-
son to help you while listening to ungodly 
music while you wait?

What happened to human beings an-
swering company phones directly?

Any business who has a person an-

swering the phone is on my A list. I im-
mediately thank this person for answering 
the phone and they agree with me when I 
say why I am thanking them. As for the 
companies who do not do this, they are on 
my F minus list.

I try to be civil with the person I fi-
nally get after going through their phone 
system maze. I explain why I am frustrat-
ed, and most of these people don’t realize 
what callers go through when we connect.

It comes to a point where I want to 
charge them for my time in the entire pro-
cess. I have mentioned this to some agents.

While waiting for service, the busi-
ness may say go online and do a “chat” or 
download this app and go from there, or 
go to this website. Maybe you are not able 
to do this and using your mouth speaking 
with another human being is so much 
faster and easier.

So how much time should a person be 
involved with a company who puts up so 
many roadblocks before the caller makes 
contact with a live human being?

Is your business/company/govern-
ment agency et al. an A+ or F- establish-
ment?

Mari Briggs
Sheridan

https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://www.indianapeonyfestival.com/peony-roots
https://www.indianapeonyfestival.com/peony-roots
http://fishersin.gov/NVG
http://fishersin.gov/NVG
https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://www.lyons-realty.com/
https://www.bgcni.org/index.php/boys-girls-club-cornhole-tournament
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Alex Amen: a musician who gets it

Reporter photos by Isaac Taylor
In addition to front and back covers straight out of the 1970s, the vinyl record version of Sun of Amen 
comes with a gatefold featuring a great photo of the artist on one side and a complete set of lyrics and 
production credits on the other. The CD also contains a booklet with this information.

Many years 
ago, maybe in ju-
nior high school, 
one of my class-
mates told me he 
didn’t really like 
music.

Pardon?
“Yeah, I don’t 

really listen to mu-
sic. I just don’t care 
about it.”

I always knew Nick was 
an odd cat, but goodness gra-
cious. Can you imagine?

My parents came of age in 
the ‘70s, so music from their 
era is what I heard growing 
up. It’s what I still enjoy to-
day. I didn’t hear much ‘90s 
and 2000s pop until my school 
bus route got a new bus with a 
radio when I was in elementa-
ry school. Then I was forced 
to listen to the dreaded Z96.5 
out of Lafayette until I had my 
first MP3 player.

Now in my 30s, I’ve 
hoped against hope for years 
that pop music could be re-
deemed. I wonder what it 
was like to be able to flip the 
dial to WLS when the ma-
jority of the music was both 
fresh and good. Of course, I 
know there has to be current 
music out there that’s worth 
listening to, but it seems like 
it’s tougher to find.

The YouTube algorithm 
was kind to me a few weeks 
ago.

Up pops a music video 
for a song called “Changes” 
by a guy named Alex Amen. 
Being such a Bowie devotee, 
I assume I’ve stumbled upon 
yet another cover.

Nope. As it plays, I won-
der if this is a guy from the 
early ‘70s I somehow missed. 
It looks like it’s filmed on Su-
per 8. The singer sounds like 
Harry Nilsson or John Denver 
or Jim Croce. Maybe even Cat 
Stevens or Todd Rundgren or 
any of the three guys from 
America. It’s a mix, man.

In the video, there are 
modern vehicles on the New 
York City streets. What’s go-
ing on here?

I find Amen’s page on 
Bandcamp, specifically his 
debut album Sun of Amen, and 
listen to all the tracks. They’re 
all good.

I listen to them all again. 
They’re all better.

It seems to tell 
a story of our art-
ist madly in love. 
The girl decides 
she’s through. 
The B side is him 
dealing with the 
fallout. There’s 
genuine depth.

The closing 
track, “Lonely 
People,” is killer. 

I listened to it about a dozen 
times. What a way to end an 
album.

The cover is gorgeous. 
The font is ideal. The lyr-
ics are creative – and heavy. 
The voice is natural and has 
range. The production is pris-
tine. The music is dripping 
with talent.

It hits me: Alex Amen is 
not derivative. Plenty of con-
temporary musicians attempt 
the sound that he simply … 
gets. He gets it, man. You’ll 
know what I mean when you 
listen to him.

I think about it (a little) 
and buy the album, both on 
record and CD.

Look, I can’t say what 
this means for contemporary 
music in 2026, but I can say 
definitively that Alex Amen 
and the musicians he works 
with possess the exact degree 
of talent I’ve been hoping for 
in contemporary music.

There’s something thrill-
ing about knowing an artist I 
enjoy is alive right now and 
making music. Many of the 
signers and groups I love are 
either dead or no longer make 
music. It hurts when another 
one dies because, to me, there 
is comfort in knowing the per-
son who wrote and performed 
a song I enjoy is still walking 
the earth. Maybe he or she is 
about to sit down for a meal or 
watch a show. Human things.

I’m excited for Alex 
Amen and how he will grow 
as an artist.

Look him up and buy his 
music.

Isaac Taylor is one of 
the owners of the Hamilton 
County Reporter, as well 
as the Circulation Direc-
tor and page designer. You 
won’t find him anywhere on-
line, so don’t bother looking. 
However, he welcomes your 
comments on his columns at 
ReadTheReporter.com.

Isaac Taylor
Music Matters

COLUMNIST

www.americanbanko�reedom.bank

14611 N. Gray Road
Westfield, IN 46062

(463) 622-2930
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account with a maximum deposit of $240,000 per account. Minimum balance requirement of $1,000 to 
earn interest. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Accounts may be 

subject to other fees, contact your local branch to learn more. 
APPLIES TO NEW DEPOSITS ONLY.

American Bank of Freedom, Member FDIC.

Certificate of Deposit Specials

Stop by or call your local branch today to learn more! 

Save time and open your account online! 

https://tinyurl.com/ye24rpkz
https://alexamen.bandcamp.com/
https://alexamen.bandcamp.com/
https://tinyurl.com/bdcr5ps8
https://tinyurl.com/bdcr5ps8
https://readthereporter.com/author/ihtaylor/
http://americanbankoffreedom.bank


8	

The Hamilton County

2026 Hamilton County 4-H Results
Because every 4-H kid deserves  

to have their name in the newspaper

Our generous advertisers
help fight food insecurity

Hamilton County’s Hometown Newspaper prints 4-H results, making sure every kid’s 
name with every result is included in a special edition which is delivered to our subscribers and 
made available for families across the county. 

Thanks entirely to our advertisers, every year we give Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank 
one of their largest single-check donations to support the Meating The Need program, where 
4-H livestock is purchased, processed, and protein is given to families in need across the county. 

Adler Attorneys
Atlanta New Earth Festival

Beck’s Hybrids
Beth Sheller for Hamilton County Clerk

Bill Miller
Carmel Community Players
Cicero & Harbour Markets
Cicero Friends of the Park

Committee to Elect Devon Wellington
Committee to elect Victoria Garcia Wilburn

Community First Bank
Congresswoman Victoria Spartz
CrossRoads Church At Westfield

Dani Robinson (FC Tucker)
Duke Energy

Feeding Team
Fishers Arts Council
Friends of Mark Hall 

Gaylor Electric, Inc. President & CEO Chuck Goodrich
Hamilton County Democratic Party
Hamilton County Farm Bureau, Inc.

Hamilton County Parks & Recreation
Hamilton County Television

Jackson Township Trustee’s Office
Lights Over Morse Lake

Local 4416
Main Street Productions

Nickel Plate Heritage Railroad
Noblesville Lions Club

Noblesville Roofing
Pasto Italiano

Prevail Inc.
Randall & Roberts Funeral Home

Riverview Health
Root for IN

Westfield Lions Club
Westfield Lions Foundation

We could not publish our massive 4-H Special Edition or donate to Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank without you. 

Together, we are Meating the Need
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Getting back to school is worth smiling about
These Noblesville students at Promise Road Elementary were ready for their first day back to school 

on Thursday, July 30. (Photos provided by Noblesville Schools)

https://spartz.house.gov/
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BIDDING OPENS: Thursday, August 6th 2026 @ Noon
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, August 22nd 2026 @ Noon

PREVIEW DATES:  Tuesday, August 11th  - Thursday, August 13th  from Noon - 4pm
NOTE: This is a sale notice only. All Items Sold As-Is, Where-Is. To View the Complete Sale 
Bill Including Pictures, Descriptions, Terms of Sale, Payment Options, and to Register & Start 

Bidding: Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is Still Available

RETIREMENT AUCTION
for JOHN & JUDY HUSSEY

True Legends of the Land and our Community

PICK-UP SCHEDULE:  Monday, August 24th – Wednesday, August 
26th  from 10am – 6pm or by appointment only.  A telehandler, forklift, 

and operators will be available during pick-up times.
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

2187 North – 600 East, Windfall, IN 46076
For Inquiries & Questions, Please Contact Us:

Cripe’s Auction Service
3247 East State Road 28, Tipton, IN

765-675-6909 Office
765-860-6959 Mobile

cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer #AU11000034

COMBINE, HEADS & CARTS:  
2022 John Deere S780 STS Combine (ONE OWNER, 4-WD, 1540 Eng & 1227 

Sep. hrs), 2018 John Deere 645FD Hydra-Flex Grain Head, J&M 4WS17 Head Cart, 
2016 John Deere 612 FC 12-Row Folding Cornhead, Unverferth HT 30 Head Cart

TRACTORS:
2020 John Deere 8RT 370 (1228 Hrs), John Deere 8335R (3419 hrs), John 

Deere 8335R (2900 hrs), John Deere 9530T (3806 hrs), John Deere 7410 (4418 hrs), 
John Deere 5303 (2060 hrs), John Deere 6125R (2246 hrs), John Deere 7320 (hour 
meter broken), FarmAll B

SPRAYER, TANKS & APPLICATORS:  
2021 John Deere R4038 Sprayer (889 hrs), Snyder 300-Gallon 3-pt Sprayer w/ 

10’ Boom, 60’ Fast 8224 28% Applicator (24-Row, 2400-Gallon), Case IH 5300 NH3 
Pull-Type Toolbar (21 Knives, Raven NH3 Super Cooler), DMI 4250 NH3 Pull-Type 
Toolbar (15 Knives, Continental), (2) AG Systems 1250 1200-Gallon Nurse Trailers, 
Tru-Kleen UTV/ATV 100-Gallon Sprayer, (2) 4000-Gallon Ply Tanks, (2) Snyder 
1200-Gallon Poly Tanks

GRAIN HANDLING & WAGONS:  
(2) Unverferth 3750 Seed Tenders (Scales), 2-DMI Big Little Grain Wagons, 

J & M 1251 Grain Storm  (Rear Camera, Tarp, 20” Unload), 2004 Kongskilde Grain 
Vac (1000 PTO)

SEMI’S & TRAILERS:  
2014 Freightliner Cascade (399436 Miles, ISX 15 Cummins, 10-sp. Manual 

Trans.), 2015 Freightliner Cascade (484041 Miles, Detroit DD13, 10-sp Manual 
Trans.), 2015 Freightliner Cascade (480057 miles, Detroit DD13, 10-sp Manual 
Trans.), 2017 Freightliner Cascade (284046 miles, Detroit DD13, DT-12 Automatic 
Trans), 2002 International 9100 (532055 Miles, CAT C-12 10-sp. Manual Trans.), 
2020 Wilson DWH-600 Hopper Bottom (34’x72”x96”, Elect. Tarp, Air-Ride, AG 
Hoppers), 2020 Wilson DWH-600 Hopper Bottom (34’x72”x96”, Elect. Tarp, 
Air-Ride, AG Hoppers), 2012 Wilson DWH-500 Hopper Bottom (34’x72”x96”, 
Elect. Tarp, Spring Ride, AG Hoppers), 2007 Wilson DWH-500 Hopper Bottom 
(34’x72”x96”, Elect. Tarp, Spring Ride, AG Hoppers), 2012 Hudson HTD20A 20-Ton 
Tilt-Top Trailer (24’x96”, Air Brakes), 2005 Witzco Challenger RG50 46’ Detach

VEHICLES & TRAILERS:  
2008 Chevrolet Silverado 3500HD SRW 4x4 Service Truck w/ Warner Utility 

Bed (Duramax Diesel, Automatic, Regular Cab, 79761 Miles), 2004 GMC 2500HD 
SLE Truck (Duramax Diesel, Automatic, 4x4, Regular Cab, 163552 Miles), 1991 
GMC Topkick Dump Truck (104567 Miles, V-8 Gas, Automatic Trans.), 2012 
Thunder Creek ADT990UB Fuel Trailer

 PLANTERS & DRILLS:
2022 John Deere DB60 Bean Planter (36-Row, 20” Spacing), 2023 PUK/ 

2013 John Deere DB60 Corn Planter (24-Row, 30” Spacing), 24 ProMax 40 Units & 
Parts off JD DB60 Planter, JD Refuge Plus Tank off JD DB60 Planter, Spike Closing 
Wheels, Misc. Planter Plates 

SEED CONVEYORS/AUGERS:
KSI 120832 Conveyor, Brandt Drive-Over Graindeck, Brandt 1537LP+ 10-hp 

Grain Belt, 2021 Westfield MKX 100-83 Auger (540 PTO), Westfield 100-31 Auger, 
2020 Westfield MKX-73 Swing-Away Auger (540 PTO, Hyd. Lift), Westfield 100-51 
Swing-Away Auger (540 PTO, Hyd. Lift), Westfield 8” Hydraulic Transfer Auger

GPS EQUIPMENT:
(3) GS2630 Displays, (1) GEN4 4640 Display, (1) GreenStar-2 1800 

Display, (2) StarFire 3000 Receivers on RTK450 Radios, (2) StarFire 6000 Receivers 
with RTK Radios, Misc. StarFire Globes & Parts

TILLAGE:  
John Deere 2680H 35’ Hi-Speed Disk, John Deere 2720X 27’6” 11-Shank 

Disk Chisel, John Deere 2210 34’ 6” Fld Cult (5-Bar Spike Harrow, Rear Hitch, Rear 
Hyd), Sunflower 1435-33 Disk, J&M TF215 37’ Rolling Basket, 35’ Unverferth 220 
Rolling Harrow, DMI ET5 7-Sh, 3-pt Ripper, John Deere 2810 5-Bottom Plow, 12’ 
John Deere 1100 3-pt. Fld. Cult), 13’ Pull-Type Packer, John Deere 12-Shank 3-pt 
Chisel, Int’l 531 3-Bottom 3-pt. Plow, Bush Hog 245 12’ Off-Set Disk, 23’ Case IH 
3900 DH Disk (Rock Flex, 7-1/2” Spacing), 7’ King Kutter TG-84-YK Gear-Drive 
3-pt Tiller

HEAVY EQUIPMENT:  
2007 CAT 420E Backhoe 4x4 Extendahoe w/ 4-1 Front Bucket (4141 hrs), 2014 

CAT 303.5E Mini Excavator (1649 hrs), 2007 CAT 320DLH Excavator (5328 hrs, 48” 
Bucket, Hyd. Thumb), 2002 CAT D5G Dozer (291 hrs),  Case 1845C Uni-Loader Skid 
Steer (3632 hrs), 24” CAT 320B Bucket, 72”AIM 320DL Root Rake, Skid Steer Post 
Hole Auger, Skid Steer Bale Spear, Skid Steer Pallet Forks, John Deere Work Site Pro 
R84 80” Rock Bucket (Skid Steer Mount), Mitsubishi FG25 Forklift (6583 hrs, LP, 
3-Stage Mast, 5000#), 7’ Soil-Max Shaper Pro 3-pt Trench Filler

MISC:  
JD 855D Gator (940 hrs), JD 855D Gator (1654 hrs.), 1978 Bolinger Tilt-

Trailer, (2) Bolinger Tilt-Trailers, Fork Truck LP Tank, Planter Parts, Inductor 
System w/ Honda GX240 Engine & 3” John Blue Pump, Auger Jack Wheel & 2 
Skids of Westfield Auger Parts, John Deere MX7 3-pt. Rotary Cutter (540 PTO), 
3-pt. Hay Forks, John Deere HX15 Batwing Rotary Cutter (1000 PTO), 6’ Bush 
Hog 5072 3-pt. Rotary Cutter, 9’ 3-pt. Grader Blade, Honda Engine & 3” Pump, 6’ 
Pallet Fork Extensions, Skid of 15 Chisel Points, 18’ Spray Boom (11-Nozzle on 
20”), Sullair 1850 Air Compressor (Diesel Engine), John Deere Quick Hitches, Hay 
Wagons on JD Gears, Steel Bed Wagon on DMI Gear, JD Gear w/ Hoist, Utility Cart 
w/ Toolbox, 1000 & 2000-Gallon Diesel Fuel Tanks w/ Pumps, Tires & Wheels,

After 6+ decades, John & Judy Hussey are officially hanging up the work gloves at John’s incredible age of 82.
We are honored to offer at auction, their Equipment, Implements, & Tools of the Trade.

Think about what this auction means. John and Judy have been farming for decades, weathering countless unpredictable 
seasons, navigating shifting markets, and putting in more sun-up to sun-down hours than most of us can fathom. They haven’t 

just grown crops and raised livestock, John and Judy have grown a legacy!
Over 6 decades, they have seen a lot of changes. The tractors got bigger, technology got faster, and the world shifted beneath 

our feet. But the heart of farming never changed. It’s still about faith, family, and taking care of the land that feeds us.

ON-LINE ONLY PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22nd, 2026

In Tipton County @ 2187 North – 600 East, Windfall, IN 46076

Medicaid will now
cover GLP-1 treatments
for eligible beneficiaries
Submitted by Office of 
Gov. Mike Braun

On Thursday, July 30, 
Governor Mike Braun di-
rected the Indiana Family 
and Social Ser-
vices Adminis-
tration (FSSA) to 
participate in the 
Center for Medi-
care and Medic-
aid Innovation’s 
B A L A N C E 
demonstration, 
expanding access 
to select GLP-1 
medications for 
eligible Indiana Medicaid 
members living with obe-
sity.

Under the terms of the 
demonstration, pharma-
ceutical manufacturers, in-
cluding Indiana’s own Eli 
Lilly and Company and 
Novo Nordisk, will make 
select GLP-1 medications 
available to Indiana’s Med-
icaid program for $245 per 
member per month. After 
accounting for the Federal 
government’s contribution, 
Indiana will pay just $85.16 
per person per month. The 
agreement increases access 
to obesity treatment for 

eligible Medicaid benefi-
ciaries, providing Hoosiers 
and their healthcare provid-
ers with effective treatment 
options while giving the 

state a predictable 
pricing structure. 
Manufacturers 
will also provide 
a lifestyle support 
program at no ad-
ditional cost to the 
state.

“Indiana is 
proud to expand 
access to essential 
treatment for eli-

gible Hoosiers,” Gov. Braun 
said. “This agreement re-
flects our commitment 
to Make Indiana Healthy 
Again by pursuing practi-
cal solutions that increase 
healthier lives.”

Increasing access to 
obesity treatment has the 
potential to help more Hoo-
siers remain in the work-
force, return to work, and 
reduce reliance on public 
assistance programs. Addi-
tional implementation de-
tails, including eligibility 
criteria and timing, will be 
announced as the agreement 
is finalized.

Braun

See ‘Buddy Guy 90’ this fall in Indianapolis
The REPORTER

Clowes Memorial Hall 
at Butler University in Indi-
anapolis will present Buddy 
Guy 90, an unforgettable 
live experience with guitar 
legend Buddy Guy on Satur-
day, Oct. 17, at the Old Na-
tional Centre, 502 N. New 
Jersey St., Indianapolis.

Tickets are on sale now 
at this link.

At nearly 90 years old, 
Buddy Guy remains a sin-
gular force in American 
music. Fresh off earning his 
ninth GRAMMY® Award 
in 2026 for Best Tradition-
al Blues Album (Ain’t Done 
with the Blues), the Rock & 
Roll Hall of Fame inductee 
and one of the last living 
architects of electric blues 
will celebrate a historic 

milestone with the extended 
Buddy Guy 90 Tour, featur-
ing newly added headline 
performances across North 
America in 2026.

Following his wide-
ly celebrated Damn Right 
Farewell and Damn Right 
Encore tours, Buddy Guy 
continues to defy expec-
tations, proving that the 
blues is not only alive – it’s 
thriving. The Buddy Guy 90 
Tour honors a career that has 
shaped generations of musi-
cians while showcasing the 
fire, emotion, and authentic-
ity that have defined his live 
performances for more than 
seven decades.

Born in Lettsworth, La., 
and forged in the clubs of 
Chicago, Buddy Guy pio-
neered the explosive West 
Side sound that influenced 
artists ranging from Jimi 
Hendrix and Eric Clapton 
to Stevie Ray Vaughan and 
John Mayer. His blistering 
guitar work, raw vocals, and 
unmistakable showmanship 
helped rewrite the language 
of electric blues, bridging 
tradition and innovation in 
equal measure.

2025 made it clear that 
Buddy Guy has no intention 
of slowing down. 

From a pivotal role in 
Ryan Coogler’s cultural 
phenomenon Sinners to 

the release of Ain’t Done 
With the Blues, a critically 
acclaimed album produced 
by longtime collaborator 
Tom Hambridge and fea-
turing The Blind Boys of 
Alabama, Joe Walsh, Pe-
ter Frampton, Christone 
“Kingfish” Ingram, and Joe 
Bonamassa. Released on 
his 89th birthday, the album 
reaffirmed what fans al-
ready know: Buddy Guy is 
still creating vital, relevant 
music with urgency, grit, 
and soul.

The Buddy Guy 90 Tour 
offers audiences a rare op-
portunity to witness a liv-
ing legend on some of the 
world’s most storied stages, 
including the Ryman Au-
ditorium in Nashville and 
the Hollywood Bowl in Los 
Angeles. A celebration not 
just of longevity, but of an 
artist who continues to per-
form with the passion and 
power that made him an 
icon, these shows are a trib-
ute to the blues, its past, its 
future, and one of its great-
est champions.

Tickets are available for 
all shows at this link and 
at the Old National Centre 
box office day of show. All 
dates, acts and ticket prices 
are subject to change with-
out notice. Ticket prices are 
subject to applicable fees.

Register now for The O’Connor 
House’s Baby on the Way 5K

The REPORTER
You’re invited to cele-

brate 21 years of ministry 
with The O’Connor House 
at the annual Baby on the 
Way 5K.

The 5K Run/Walk road 
race starts at 9 a.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 20 at Guerin Catholic 
High School, 15300 Gray 
Road, Noblesville. Plus: 
there will be a free Fun 
Run for kids aged 10 and 
under immediately follow-
ing the 5K.

The race is open to adults 
and children of all ages and 
abilities. Whether you're 
racing, walking, cheering, 

or pushing a stroller, it's a 
morning full of community, 
fun, and purpose. Get regis-
tered today!

Grab your family and 
friends and come run with 
the good folks of The 
O’Connor House as they 
continue to work towards 
the organization’s mission of 
improving the lives of both 
mothers and children by pro-
viding a Christian home for 
pregnant, single women ex-
periencing homelessness.

Sponsorship informa-
tion is available at this link.

See you at the starting 
line!

Carmel Lions Club invests in vision
& literacy for ‘Acts of Kindness Day’
The REPORTER

The Carmel Lions Club 
has shared its intention to 
participate in the “Jim Ir-
say 1976 Acts of Kindness 
Day” in two ways on Aug. 
5, in celebration of Carmel’s 
50th anniversary as a city.

For the first act of kind-
ness, the Lions Club board 
of directors has voted to 
donate $1,976 to the Trini-
ty Free Clinic for its vision 
program. The clinic helps 
to provide free vision tests 
and eyeglasses to those in 
need. The Lions Club cur-
rently processes requests 
from all of Carmel’s el-
ementary schools when 
eyeglasses are needed for 
students who cannot afford 

them. Students 
who need assis-
tance are re-
ferred to the 
Trinity Free 
C l i n i c ’ s 
p r o g r a m . 
These funds 
will go a long 
way in continuing 
this service.

The second action will 
be the donation of $1,976 
in children’s reading books 
to Carmel’s elementary 
schools. The Lions Club 
received a list of request-
ed books from the media 
specialists at each school 
targeting reading at a sec-
ond-grade level. The Lions 
then purchased one of each 

book requested for 
each of the 11 

school libraries 
as part of their 
ongoing lit-
eracy cam-

paign.
The Carm-

el Lions Club 
is partnering, like 

many other organiza-
tions, with the Kiwanis 
Club of Carmel and the 
Rotary Club of Carmel in 
support of this special oc-
casion. The collaborative, 
community-wide initiative 
will feature multiple ser-
vice projects across the city. 
Volunteers from Rotary, 
Kiwanis, other service orga-
nizations, local businesses 

and non-profits will com-
plete 1,976 acts of kindness, 
honoring the memory of 
Jim Irsay.

In addition to the Lions’ 
two large acts of kindness, 
Lions Club members will 
receive an email from the 
organization letting them 
know about the contribu-
tions and encouraging each 
of them to also do one act of 
kindness on Aug. 5.

This event is intended to 
inspire civic pride, expand 
community engagement, 
and leave a lasting, positive 
mark on the city of Carmel. 
The Jim Irsay 1976 Acts of 
Kindness Day has been ap-
proved by the Indianapolis 
Colts for Aug. 5, 2026.

Free music at the 106
The REPORTER

From 6 to 9 p.m. every 
third Thursday, come hang 
out on the newly opened 106 
Plaza trailhead in Fishers for 
drinks and live music. Grab 
a beer or coffee from Mash-
craft Brewing or Niyyah 
Coffee, and enjoy music 
while chillin’ on the lawn.

These events are free; 
no registration or RSVP is 
required. Just show up.

In addition to outdoor 
festivities, wander through 
the doors to check out 
Fishers Parks' Maker Play-
ground, a 15,000 square-

foot public makerspace 
which will sell make-and-
take craft and project kits.

Free parking is avail-
able in the main parking 
lot at Hub&Spoke, 8100 
E. 106th St., and overflow 
parking is located across the 
street at the Cheeney Creek 
trail head parking lot off of 
106th Street.

Upcoming Events
• Aug. 20, 6 to 9 p.m.: 

Jon Shoulders
• Sept. 17, 6 to 9 p.m.: 

Jake Towe
Click here for more in-

formation.

https://www.hctv1.com/
https://www.cripesauction.com/
https://www.ticketmaster.com/event/050064A6ACCAE316
https://www.livenation.com/venue/KovZpZAEAkvA/old-national-centre-events
https://tinyurl.com/BabyOnTheWay2026
https://tinyurl.com/BabyOnTheWay2026
https://tinyurl.com/BabyOnTheWay2026sponsor
https://fishersparks.com/parks-amenities/the-106-plaza-trailhead/music-at-the-106/
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N E W  C O M B O  P A C K A G E
N O B L E S V I L L E ,  I N D I A N A

R A I L B I K E  T O U R S O N  T H E  H I S T O R I C  N I C K E L  P L A T E  L I N E

C A N O E   ·   K A Y A K   ·   T U B E O N  T H E  W H I T E  R I V E R

+

PEDAL THE RAILS.
FLOAT THE RIVER.

20% OFF
E A C H  E X P E R I E N C E  W H E N  Y O U  B O O K  T O G E T H E R

Ride a railbike through the Hamilton County countryside, then take
to the White River by canoe, kayak or tube.

Book the two together, then choose your own dates and times —
they don’t have to be the same day, or even the same month.

B O O K  A T  E I T H E R  S I T E

whiterivercanoe.com
nickelplateexpress.com

https://nickelplateexpress.com/
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The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

Today’s Bible Reading
Inheritance of Zelophehad’s Daughters

 The family heads of the clan of Gilead son of 
Makir, the son of Manasseh, who were from the 
clans of the descendants of Joseph, came and 
spoke before Moses and the leaders, the heads 
of the Israelite families. They said, “When the 
Lord commanded my lord to give the land as an 
inheritance to the Israelites by lot, he ordered you 
to give the inheritance of our brother Zelophehad to 
his daughters. Now suppose they marry men from 
other Israelite tribes; then their inheritance will be 
taken from our ancestral inheritance and added to 
that of the tribe they marry into. And so part of the 
inheritance allotted to us will be taken away. When 
the Year of Jubilee for the Israelites comes, their 
inheritance will be added to that of the tribe into 
which they marry, and their property will be taken 
from the tribal inheritance of our ancestors.”

Then at the Lord’s command Moses gave this 
order to the Israelites: “What the tribe of the 
descendants of Joseph is saying is right. This 
is what the Lord commands for Zelophehad’s 
daughters: They may marry anyone they please 
as long as they marry within their father’s tribal 
clan. No inheritance in Israel is to pass from one 
tribe to another, for every Israelite shall keep 
the tribal inheritance of their ancestors. Every 
daughter who inherits land in any Israelite tribe 
must marry someone in her father’s tribal clan, 
so that every Israelite will possess the inheritance 
of their ancestors. No inheritance may pass from 
one tribe to another, for each Israelite tribe is to 
keep the land it inherits.”

Numbers 36:1-9 (NIV)

LAKEFRONT! SOLD! SOLD! PENDING!PENDING! SOLD! SOLD!
2525 Colony 

Court
CARMEL

2513 Sheridan 
Court
CICERO

20971 Shoreline  
Unit 410

NOBLESVILLE

6178 North  
Woodhaven Dr.

MCCORDSVILLE

18532 Oriental 
Oak Court
NOBLESVILLE

112 Pinehurst 
Avenue
FISHERS

18716 Prairie 
Baptist Road

NOBLESVILLE
Find character in this 

charming Carmel 
home with no HOA! 
Features 3BR, 2 living 
areas, spacious kitchen 
with appliances, and a 

park-like backyard with a 
heated/cooled workshop 
shed. Newer HVAC and 

water heater remain.
Listed at $319,900

This desirable 3BR, 2BA 
Cicero ranch on .44 acres 

features a remodeled 
kitchen with quartz 

counters, wood-burning 
fireplace, spacious 

primary suite, and private, 
wooded backyard with 
two storage sheds. Lake 
access and boat docks.
Listed at $339,900 

Enjoy low-maintenance 
waterfront living in 
this gated 2BR, 2BA 
Morse Lake condo. 

Features include fresh 
paint, new carpet, boat 
slip, two garage spots, 
storage, and stainless 

kitchen. Luxury meets 
convenience.

Listed at $339,900

This turnkey 3BR, 2BA 
ranch in McCordsville 

features fresh paint, 
granite counters, and 
LVP flooring. Enjoy 

the new wood privacy 
fence and covered deck. 

Community pool  
and playground  
are steps away!

New price $304,900 

Beautiful 4BR, 2BA 
 2 half baths in Oakmont 
of Noblesville. Situated 

on over half an acre (.68) 
wooded lot featuring 
a screened porch and 

finished basement along 
with a three car tandem 

garage. This move-in ready 
property awaits you.

Listed at $559,900

Discover this hidden gem 
in Fishers. This stunning 
3BR, 2BA custom brick 
ranch sits on a secluded 

.65-acre wooded lot. 
New roof, remodeled 
kitchen, great room, 

sunroom, and heated/
cooled garage. A private, 

paradise awaits you!
Listed at $579,900 

Attention investors and 
homeowners! Hard-to-
find country ranch on 

.39 acres. Featuring 2BR, 
1BA, spacious family 
room, kitchen with 

appliances, and attached 
garage. Updates include 

2022 roof, plumbing, 
 and 2023 AC.

Listed at $172,900

The Deakyne Team 
REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS“Speak 
to Deak!” 317.695.6032 Jennifer | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy
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SpeakToDeak.com

Hamilton 
County 

Reporter
Contact Information

Email
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Web Address
ReadTheReporter.com

Publisher Stu Clampitt
765-365-2316

Subscription Inquiries
Subscribe@ReadTheReporter.com

765-585-9519

Advertising & Public Notices
Ads@ReadTheReporter.com

765-365-2316

Sports Editor Richie Hall
Sports@ReadTheReporter.com

Twitter: @Richie_Hall

Mailing Address
136 S. 9th St., Suite 12
Noblesville, IN  46060

Meeting Notice
The Noblesville Schools Board of Trustees will meet in an executive 

session at noon on Tues-day, Aug. 4, 2026, pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)
(11) To train school board members with an outside consultant and the 
performance of the role of the members as public officials.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to 
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under

I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in 
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door 

Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

Gen Con returns to downtown 
Indianapolis with sold-out crowd
By HERNAN GUTIERREZ
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Board game enthusiasts 
will take over downtown In-
dianapolis this weekend as 
the four-day tabletop gaming 
convention returns to the In-
diana Convention Center be-
fore another sold-out crowd.

This year’s edition marks 
Gen Con’s 59th year and its 
23rd year in Indianapolis. 
Organizers say it is the larg-
est tabletop gaming conven-
tion for consumers in North 
America.

Exhibitors are showcas-
ing their newest games, with 
70,000 people expected dai-
ly. Several representatives 

joined WISH-TV’s Day-
break live ahead of the Ex-
hibit Hall opening Thursday 
morning.

Daphnee Allen, Kosmos 
senior marketing manager, 
says the company is show-
casing three new releases 
this year. That includes the 
latest installment in a popu-
lar series, “The Crew: Jour-
ney to the Ends of the Earth.”

“You’re traveling across 
the world looking for Char-
lemagne’s treasure,” Allen 
said. “You have to beat the 
time, you have to complete 
some tasks, and you work as 
a team. So it’s a cooperative 
trick-taking game.”

The “Cyberpunk Trad-

ing Card Game” launches 
in November. According to 
the developer, WeirdCo, it is 
the most-funded game in the 
history of the crowdfunding 
website Kickstarter.

Cree Gunning, marketing 
head for WeirdCo, says the 
project raised $28 million.

“Folks are very, very ex-
cited,” Gunning said. “We 
are a super-fast [trading card 
game]. Limited turns – sev-
en turns – and instead of just 
hitting your opponent in the 
face, you’re actually fighting 
over dice. So a lot of people 
who like playing these ta-
bletop games, you get to roll 
dice in, see the different val-
ues, high roll, low roll. It’s 
all about that.”

The Exhibit Hall also 
features vendors such as 
FanRoll, which sells ac-
cessories, collectibles, dice 
and minifigures. CEO Neal 
Hoffman says he is excited 
to show people their latest 
line of collectible dice, “Fiz-
bin’s Fortune.”

“Every die is correlat-
ed to one of the dragons in 
the Dungeons & Dragons 
universe,” Hoffman said. 
“Just for Gen Con, we have 
this exclusive, which is Ba-
hamut. It is one of the key 
dragons; it is the Babe Ruth 
of baseball cards. Only 900 
were made, and you can 
only get it at Gen Con.”

Gen Con Block Party
Despite the sell-out, 

there are still ways for the 
public to experience the ac-
tion.

The Gen Con Block Par-
ty returns to South Street, 
featuring food and drink 
vendors. Some are selling 
specially themed treats for 
the convention.

Gen Con is open from 
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, and 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Sunday.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV 
at wishtv.com/news/enter-
tainment-news/gen-con-re-
turns-indianapolis-2026.

Reporter photos by Bill Miller
Reporter photographer Bill Miller braved the throngs of people to get these snapshots while working 
a booth at Gen Con on opening day, Thursday, July 30.
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