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Parade of costumed 
pets returns to 4-H 

Fairgrounds Sunday
The REPORTER

Youth and 
their pets can ex-
plore their cre-
ativity by dress-
ing in costumes 
to participate in the 
Hamilton County 4-H 
Pet Parade at 5 p.m. on Sunday, July 
19 at the 4-H Fairgrounds, 2003 Pleas-
ant St., Noblesville.

This year’s Pet Parade is sponsored 
by Xfinity.

Participants must be 2 to 8 years 
old and be accompanied by their fa-
vorite pet. All participants will receive 
a ribbon and awards will be given to 
the most creative participants. Partici-
pants should report to the Rabbit Tent 
at 4:30 p.m. for registration. Proof of 
current rabies vaccinations MUST be 
provided at time of registration.

Immediately following the event, 
all Pet Parade pets must leave the 4-H 
Fairgrounds.

The Hamilton County 4-H Fair is 
organized and sponsored by the Ham-
ilton County 4-H Council, Inc. and 
Purdue Extension Hamilton County.

For more information on the 4-H 
Fair or the Purdue Extension Service, 
call the Purdue Extension Hamilton 
County at (317) 776-0854 or visit puext.
in/hamilton. A complete schedule of 
events can be found by clicking the 
4-H Fair link. More information can be 
found on Facebook, Instagram and X.

Be sure to keep reading The Re-
porter over the coming days for more 
information about all the activities 
going on during this year’s 4-H Fair.

A perfect
midsummer’s eve

AMY SHANKLAND
Perfectly Imperfect

COLUMNISTI had one of the 
best Saturday nights 
I can remember last 
month. No, I didn’t 
spend it with family or 
friends. I didn’t even 
leave my back deck. 

Earlier in the day, 
my husband John 
and I ran errands and 
performed some of 
our typical Saturday 
chores. We were fairly busy, although I 
managed to enjoy my traditional 30-min-
ute Saturday afternoon nap.

I attended church as usual at 5:30, 
then came home to enjoy an evening on 
the deck. Sitting in our backyard reading 
a book on a perfect summer night is one 
of my favorite things in life. The tem-
perature was around 80, and the humidity 
was comfortable.

As the sun began to set – late as usual 
in June – John eventually went inside to 
play a video game. But I wasn’t ready to 
go in just yet. I wanted to soak in the per-
fect evening for as long as possible. I’m so 
glad I did.

I noticed fireflies gradually appearing 
in our yard and our neighbors’ yards. Birds 
began to flit through the grass, hoping to 
scoop up worms and insects for a late din-
ner. I set my book down and was grateful 
to have stayed up to see the show.

While I like the longer evenings, I 
don’t typically see fireflies in the summer 
anymore because I don’t stay up too late 
at this stage of life. Soon dozens of them 
were putting on a dazzling light show. I 
moved my chair closer to the edge of the 
deck so I wouldn’t miss a moment.

Crickets began their cacophony of mu-
sic. Since I have tinnitus, I often go to bed 
with cricket sounds playing on my phone to 
mask the ringing so I can fall asleep. It was 
good to hear the real thing that evening.

Westfield Lions serve lunch
at police recruiting event

By JEFF LARRISON
Westfield Lions Club

The Westfield Lions Club 
demonstrated its ongoing sup-
port for the city’s first respond-
ers during a weekend of service 
that included providing lunch 
for a police recruiting event.

On Saturday, July 11, the 
Lions held a cookout from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. for the Westfield 
Police Department’s open house 
recruiting event at Station 384 
at the Public Safety Building. 
Lions volunteers welcomed 
prospective police officers by 
serving hamburgers, hot dogs, 
baked beans, potato salad, pasta 
salad, and desserts. Club mem-
bers supplied the grill, food, and 
beverages for the event.

Activities like this reflect the 
club's longstanding partnership 
with first responders. Among 
those efforts is the Fallen He-
roes Memorial Fund. This year's 
annual “Fore the First Respond-
ers” golf outing will raise mon-
ey to purchase a Kevlar vest for 
the Westfield Police Depart-
ment’s newest K-9 officer and 
additional AED units for the 
Westfield Fire Department.

“Supporting our police of-
ficers and firefighters is one of 
the many ways we give back 
to the community,” Lions Club 
President Gary Smith said. 
“Whether it's serving lunch, 
learning lifesaving CPR or rais-
ing funds for equipment, we're 
proud to stand behind the men 

and women who protect West-
field every day.”

The golf outing will be held 
Sept. 15 at Wood Wind Golf 
Course, 2302 W. 161st St., 
Westfield. Anyone interested 
in playing or being a sponsor 
can contact Bob Bischoff at 
(317) 502-4099 or email him at 

rdbseed@gmail.com for more 
information.

The Westfield Lions have 
been proudly serving the West-
field community since 1930. 
Anyone interested in finding 
out more about the club or how 
to join can go to Westfield-
Lions.org.

Photo provided by Westfield Lions Club
(From left) Gary Smith, Dave Sobczak, Jack Waldroup, Carrie Larrison, and Judy Waldroup 
were among the Lions who served lunch during a recent Westfield police recruiting event.

BGCN launches ‘Next 75’ campaign 
to invest in tomorrow’s leaders

Submitted
As the Boys & Girls Club 

of Noblesville celebrates its 
75th Anniversary, the organi-
zation is launching its Next 75 
campaign, a community-wide 
effort centered around one sim-
ple message: Tomorrow Starts 
Today.

The campaign celebrates 
the Club’s history while invest-
ing in the young people who 
will shape the next 75 years.

Since opening on the No-
blesville Square in 1951, the 
Club has helped thousands of 
local youth build Great Fu-
tures. Currently, more than 330 
kids and teens walk through 
the Club’s doors each day af-
ter school, finding a safe place, 
caring mentors, and opportu-
nities to succeed through aca-
demic support, sports, STEM, 

arts, leadership, 
and career read-
iness programs.

The Club is 
also announc-
ing an exciting 
early giving op-
portunity. The 
first $23,000 
donated to the 
campaign will be matched 
dollar-for-dollar thanks to 
generous supporters Tim & 
Beth Meister and Tom & Bev 
Tocash. Every early gift will 
have twice the impact, giving 
the campaign an opportunity to 
build strong momentum right 
from the start.

“Celebrating 75 years is about 
more than looking back,” Execu-
tive Director Becky Terry said. 
“It’s about making sure today’s 
kids have every opportunity to 

become tomor-
row’s leaders. 
Every investment 
we make today 
helps strength-
en the future of 
our families and 
our community 
for decades to 
come.”

While families pay just $75 
for an annual membership, it 
costs more than $950 each year 
to provide youth and teens with 
the life-changing programs, 
caring mentors, and safe envi-
ronment they deserve. Com-
munity support makes that dif-
ference possible.

Community members are 
encouraged to make their gift 
early to maximize the matching 
opportunity and help launch 
the campaign with momentum. 

Donations can be made online 
at tinyurl.com/Next75BGCN 
or by calling the Club at (317) 
773-4372.
About the Boys & Girls Club 

of Noblesville
The Boys & Girls Club of 

Noblesville provides high-qual-
ity, low-cost programs for 
youth members with the help 
of donors and sponsors. Be-
tween the Club, the Commu-
nity Center and Camp Crosser, 
BGCN provides opportunities 
for members to enjoy activi-
ties and experiences that help 
shape character and offer new 
perspectives. BGCN is dedicat-
ed to inspiring and enabling all 
young people to reach their full 
potential as productive, caring, 
responsible citizens by promot-
ing leadership, character, health, 
and physical development.

State Health Commissioner comes to HamCo first
Dr. Lindsay Weaver discusses public health priorities with Health Department
The REPORTER

Indiana State Health Commis-
sioner Dr. Lindsay Weaver visited 
the Hamilton County Health De-
partment on Friday, July 10, as 
the first stop on her statewide tour 
to visit all 92 Indiana counties.

Hamilton County Health De-
partment staff, representatives 
from the Indiana Department 
of Health, and local community 
partner Trinity Free Clinic dis-
cussed opportunities to expand 
access to healthcare for under-
served populations, strengthen 
community partnerships, and 
address mental health.

The visit provided the 
Hamilton County Health De-
partment with an opportuni-
ty to share successes, discuss 
challenges, and identify future 

public health priorities.
“We appreciate the chance 

to sit down with Dr. Weaver and 
have an open conversation about 
the work we’re doing,” said Ja-

son LeMaster, administrator of 
the Hamilton County Health 
Department. “It was a great op-
portunity to share what’s work-
ing, talk through the challenges 

we’re facing, and discuss how 
we can better serve our commu-
nity moving forward.”

Photo provided
Hamilton County Health Department staff, representatives from the Indiana Department 
of Health, and local community partner Trinity Free Clinic discussed opportunities to 
expand access to healthcare in Hamilton County.
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I didn’t even need to 
worry about mosquitoes 
thanks to my neighbor’s 
“bug zapper” (thanks, 
Gabe!). My heart and soul 
were at peace. I thanked 
God I had taken some time 
to simply soak in a little 
show from nature on a de-
lightful summer night.

Summer is such a fun 
time, and I still look forward 
to it like I did when I was 
a little girl. But sometimes 
we feel like we have to “do 
it all” and can rush from 
one adventure to the next. 
I know I’m guilty of this at 
times.

I want to embrace more 
of the calm, quiet moments 
of summer. Like picking 

raspberries on a fresh, dew-
soaked weekend morning 
… taking a late evening 
walk with my dogs … or, 
simply sitting on my back 
deck after sunset to redis-
cover nature and its beauty.

Readers, I hope you can 
do the same as we enter the 
mid-point of the season. 
May you create your own 
special mid-summer’s eve 
and have a memory to look 
back on for years to come!

Amy Shankland is an 
empty-nester, writer, and 
fundraising professional 
living in Noblesville with 
her husband John and two 
dogs. You can reach her via 
email at amys@greenave-
nue.info.

Some of the challenges 
discussed included changes 
in state and federal fund-
ing, shifts in legislation, and 
communication and collab-
oration between state and 
local health departments. 
The conversation empha-
sized the value of working 
together to strengthen pub-
lic health infrastructure and 
ensure communities contin-
ue to receive essential pub-
lic health services.

Following the discus-
sion, attendees toured Trinity 
Free Clinic’s mobile health 
unit, which provides free 
healthcare services to the 
community and was funded 
in part by grants from the 
Health Department.  

Dr. Weaver commended 
the department on its leader-
ship in public health.

“Hamilton County is 
recognized across Indiana 
as a leader in public health,” 
Dr. Weaver said. “Every 
county has unique challeng-
es, but we all share the same 

goal of improving the health 
of our residents. Visits like 
this help us learn from one 
another and build stron-
ger public health systems 
throughout Indiana.”

Photo provided
Indiana State Health Commissioner Dr. Lindsay 
Weaver and Hamilton County Health Department 
Administrator Jason LeMaster.

4-H Fair’s first Open Flower 
Show takes place this weekend
The REPORTER

The Hamilton County 
Extension Homemakers 
and Hamilton County Mas-
ter Gardener Association 
are co-sponsoring the inau-
gural Open Flower Show 
during the 2026 Hamilton 
County 4-H Fair at the 
Hamilton County 4-H Fair-
grounds, 2003 Pleasant St., 
Noblesville.

The contest is open to 
any Hamilton County res-
ident or Hamilton County 
Extension Homemaker or 
Hamilton County Master 
Gardener over the age of 
18. Entries are submitted 
for judging on Saturday, 
July 18 at the 4-H Fair-
grounds. Entries will be on 
display Saturday, July 18, 
and Sunday, July 19.

The theme of the event 
is “Celebrating America, 

1776-2026,” with 
the categories 
designed to cel-
ebrate the 250th 
anniversary of 
the signing of 
the Declaration 
of Independence. 
Divisions include 
Horticulture and Artistic 
Design. Participants in the 
Horticulture category can 
exhibit in any of the fol-
lowing categories: Glad-
ioli, rose, dahlia, zinnia, 
marigold, sunflower, three 
varieties of bloom, shrub 
flower, oriental or Asiat-
ic lily (no day lilies), or 
snapdragon. Artistic cate-
gories include six different 
classes of fresh flower ar-
rangements honoring the 
armed forces, the 50 states, 
celebrating with fireworks, 
honoring the nation’s flag, 
freedom to choose, and cel-
ebrating our national mon-
uments.

To obtain a complete 
list of guidelines, divisions, 
and classes, please stop 
by the Purdue Extension 
Hamilton County Office or 
call (317) 776-0854. More 

information is 
available online 
at puext.in. An 
entry fee of $2 
per item is pay-
able at time of 
entry.

The Ham-
ilton County Ex-

tension Homemakers 
are made up of nearly 200 
volunteers committed to 
strengthening the homes 
of Hamilton County. The 
mission of the Indiana Ex-
tension Homemakers As-
sociation (IEHA) is “To 
strengthen families through 
continuing education, lead-
ership development, and 
volunteer community sup-
port.” For more informa-
tion about the Extension 
Homemakers or the Purdue 
Extension Service of Ham-
ilton County, visit puext.
in/hamcohomemakers.

The Hamilton County 
Master Gardeners Associa-
tion (HCMGA) is a volun-
teer organization of around 
400 members that partners 
with Purdue Extension to 
share research-based gar-
dening knowledge with the 

community. Members are 
trained in horticulture and 
give back through educa-
tion, outreach programs, 
and service projects that 
promote healthy, sustain-
able landscapes.

For more information 
about the Hamilton County 
Master Gardeners Associa-
tion, visit, hcmga.org.

The Hamilton County 
4-H Fair is organized and 
sponsored by the Hamil-
ton County 4-H Council, 
Inc. and Purdue Extension 
Hamilton County.

For more information 
on the 4-H Fair or the Pur-
due Extension Service, 
call the Purdue Extension 
Hamilton County at (317) 
776-0854 or visit puext.
in/hamilton. A complete 
schedule of events can be 
found by clicking the 4-H 
Fair link. More information 
can be found on Facebook, 
Instagram, and X.

Be sure to keep reading 
The Reporter over the com-
ing days for more informa-
tion about all the activities 
going on during this year’s 
4-H Fair.

Health
from Page 1

Perfect
from Page 1

Thanks for reading
The Reporter!
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The REPORTER
On Tuesday, July 14, 

The Reporter published an 
article about Independent 
Secretary of State 
Candidate Greg 
Ballard’s various 
reported num-
ber of signatures 
gathered to make 
sure he would 
have a place on 
the November 
ballot. You can 
read that short ar-
ticle at this link.

After our July 14 edition 
was published, Ballard’s 
campaign reported the fol-
lowing:

Independent Indiana 
Secretary of State Candi-
date Greg Ballard today 
accepted the nomination 

of thousands of Hoosiers 
when he delivered 41,299 
verified signatures to the 
Secretary of State’s office 

for the official 
final count. The 
signature deliv-
ery is the next 
step in the pro-
cess to ensure 
Ballard is on No-
vember’s ballot. 
The former Indi-
anapolis mayor 
submitted more 
than the 36,943 

petition signatures required 
under Indiana law.

While that number is 
sufficient to place Ballard 
on the ballot in November, 
it matches none of the other 
signature numbers reported 
by his campaign.

Ballard

Official signatures for 
Ballard top out at 41,299

Hamilton County Councilman 
Mark Hall’s June Timesheet

Welcome to 
The Timesheet. 
This column is 
a report of work 
done on behalf 
of the people of 
Hamilton County. 
It’s to be informa-
tive, too – a place 
to learn about 
projects and how 
our county gov-
ernment works.

As your employee, it’s 
important to me that you 
know what is being worked 
on as transparently as pos-
sible in county government. 
You hired me as your County 
Councilman, and my hope is 
that you will choose to be in-
formed by regularly reading 
this column, getting involved, 
considering volunteering, and 
by asking questions.

Council meetings are at 
7 p.m. the first Wednesday 
of every month at the Ham-
ilton County Government 
and Judicial Center in down-
town Noblesville. Meetings 
are also available to watch 
online for those unable to at-
tend in person.

Here is where my time 
this past month has been 
spent.

In addition to the Coun-
ty Council public meetings, 
June work included: watch-
ing Board of Commissioners 
meetings, attending Cicero 
Town Council and Nobles-
ville City Council public 
meetings, Council Executive 
Session, a Regional Develop-
ment Commission meeting, 
a Noblesville Future Vision 
advisory committee meeting, 
and a joint Council and Com-
missioners meeting to discuss 
the Hamilton County Utility 
District’s Phase 2 expansion 
into Jackson Township.

* * *
The June in-person Per-

sonnel Committee meeting 

was canceled and 
replaced with a 
poll of the voting 
members.

Requests for 
consideration were 
received from the 
Emergency Oper-
ations department 
to reclassify the 
Planning Section 
Chief to Deputy 

Director, to hire a new Emer-
gency Management Director 
at the BL2 level (above entry 
level for that position), and 
to reclassify the Manager of 
Compliance & Professional 
Standards to the Director of 
Operations position.

After analysis, discus-
sion, and revision, the re-
quests were sent to the entire 
council with favorable rec-
ommendations for approval.

* * *
The Finance Committee 

did not meet in June. The 
insurance committee did not 
meet in June.

However, in response to 
my request for the proposed 
operating budget from the 
Hamilton East Public Li-
brary for their third branch 
location, the new branches 
budget was provided and 
reviewed. The recommenda-
tion to build the third branch 
has been approved but it is 
part of my fiscal oversight 
responsibility to examine the 
new locations budgeted costs 
and use of taxpayer funds.

* * *
During June, I received 

seven constituent service re-
quests and communications.

A neighbor wrote to 
Mayor Scott Willis and me 
about traffic speeds in the 
Scofield Farms Boulevard 
area of Westfield. This is the 
area where recently a small 
child lost their life in a trag-
ic accident. I replied as best 
possible with empathy and 

offering my personal condo-
lences. The specific solution, 
however, rests with the local 
authority over those roads. 

I received constituent 
requests regarding road con-
ditions on Point Lane in Ci-
cero, 216th Street (Carrigan 
Road) between Schulley and 
Mill Creek, and 226th Street 
and Hickory Ridge area for a 
Comcast line that was down. 
These were all researched for 
jurisdiction and sent to the 
Highway department. Each 
response was passed along to 
the individual constituent. 

I received two calls and 
one email regarding Soil & 
Water and Health Depart-
ment social media posts that 
constituents believed pro-
moted an inappropriate topic 
using taxpayer funds. After 
reviewing the source and de-
partment social media poli-
cies, and after speaking with 
Commissioner Heirbrandt, 
the questions were referred to 
the Commissioners’ Director 
of Administration, who ad-
dressed the matter directly 
with the department heads. I 
then followed up with each 
constituent about the resolu-
tion of their concerns.

* * *
Of special note in June 

was attending the Westfield 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
State of Healthcare Lun-
cheon, meeting with Turn-
ing Point Indiana represen-
tative Kyle Mattern, and 
attending the State of the 
County address.

* * *
Lastly, I received the 

compilation book of grant 
requests for the County. The 
binder is hundreds of pages 
long, full of requests that are 
submitted by nearly one hun-
dred organizations. These re-
quests total almost $3 million. 
I have served on the county 
grant request review commit-

tee for the last several years. 
This process was in place 
when I began serving and the 
number and dollar amount of 
requests increases each year. 
However, the amount award-
ed to requestors each year has 
become smaller. It is my po-
sition that we should support 
organizations whose work re-
places services that Hamilton 
County Government would 
otherwise have to provide. 
Apart from those services, 
the taxpayer’s money should 
be used elsewhere.

* * *
It was an honor to repre-

sent you as an elected state 
delegate at the Indiana State 
GOP Convention where 
nearly 1,800 delegates from 
around the state elected Sec-
retary of State, Comptroller, 
and Treasurer candidates for 
the general election this fall. 

* * *
This is my timesheet. 

This is where my time went 
during June 2026. While my 
job is primarily the finan-
cial oversight of the county 
budget, it is important that 
I understand the Board of 
Commissioners’ priorities 
and balance them with the 
stewardship of taxpayer dol-
lars. That is the job, and I am 
excited to do the people’s 
business.

As a taxpayer myself, and 
listening to so many of you, 
our employers, it’s import-
ant for the taxpayers to have 
access to all the information 
you want. I work for you, and 
although you may not choose 
to do a deep dive into what 
your County Council does, 
it’s important that you can al-
ways do so.

Feel free to contact me 
at (317) 832-1104 or mark.
hal l@hamiltoncounty.
in.gov with questions, feed-
back, or if you would like to 
talk about county business.

MARK HALL

COLUMNIST

The Timesheet

The REPORTER
New Music Director 

David Commanday is ready 
to take charge for the Car-
mel Symphony Orchestra’s 
(CSO) 2026-2027 season.

The season will feature 
the talent of two celebrated 
young artists, cellist Alex-
ander Hersh, and pianist 
Anila Aliu. Acclaimed so-
prano Angela Brown will 
also be featured, and CSO 
has created a unique multi-
media experience with the 
art of Nancy Noël.

As a member of the Al-
lied Solutions Center eClub, 
you have early access to 
ordering either the 5- or 
3-Concert Packages at the 
lowest prices of the season. 
Early Birds get an addition-

al 10 percent off already dis-
counted subscription prices 
through Aug. 3.

• Subscribe online at 
TheCenterPresents.org. 
Renewing subscribers can 
log in to renew online.

• Call the Fifth Third 
Bank Box Office at (317) 
843-3800 to subscribe by 
phone.

• Subscribe or renew in 
person by visiting the Fifth 
Third Bank Box Office at the 
Payne & Mencias Palladium.

After Monday, Aug. 3, 
the additional 10 percent 
Early Bird discount will 
end. The 5- and 3-Concert 
Subscription Packages, 
which are discounted from 
single tickets, will still be 
available.

Carmel Symphony Orchestra’s 2026-2027 season is here

Two local students graduate 
from University of Wyoming
The REPORTER

The University of Wy-
oming accorded degrees 
upon the following students 
from Hamilton County at 
the completion of the 2026 
spring semester:

• Alex Stein of Fishers 
earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence and Certificate de-
grees.

• Josh Wanninger of 
Westfield earned a Master 
of Science degree.

Thanks for reading!
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Engling & Bayh to
headline OneZone’s Voices
of Leadership Luncheon

The REPORTER
The OneZone Chamber 

of Commerce announces 
its Voices of Leadership 
Luncheon, taking 
place on Tuesday, 
Aug. 18 at the FO-
RUM Events Cen-
ter in Fishers. The 
event will feature 
a unique conver-
sation with Re-
publican nominee 
Max Engling and 
Democratic nom-
inee Beau Bayh, 
candidates for In-
diana Secretary of 
State.

The luncheon 
is presented by 
Bondry Consult-
ing, Indiana’s 
only certified 
minority- and 
ve teran-owned 
municipal adviso-
ry firm. Since its 
founding in 2018, 
Bondry Consult-
ing has partnered 
with municipali-
ties, public agen-
cies, and private 
developers to cre-
ate innovative fi-
nancial strategies 
that strengthen 
communities across Indi-
ana. Guided by its mission, 
“Bond Mastery for the 
Common Good,” Bondry 
Consulting’s commitment to 
public service and commu-
nity leadership makes it an 
ideal presenting sponsor for 
this important civic event.

The Voices of Leader-
ship Luncheon is focused 
around conversations focus-
es on their stories, vision, 
and leadership. Attendees 
will hear directly from each 
candidate about their person-
al journey, leadership philos-
ophy, and vision for Indiana 
while gaining insight into 
how they would approach 
serving in one of the state’s 

most important constitution-
al offices.

“The OneZone Cham-
ber is committed to creating 

opportunities for 
meaningful civ-
ic engagement,” 
said Jack Russell, 
President & CEO 
of the OneZone 
Chamber of Com-
merce. “Our Voic-
es of Leadership 
series is about 
helping business 
and communi-
ty leaders better 
understand the 
people seeking 
public office. By 
focusing on lead-
ership, vision, and 
personal experi-
ences, we hope 
to encourage in-
formed voters and 
thoughtful conver-
sations throughout 
our community. 
We’re also grate-
ful to Bondry Con-
sulting for invest-
ing in this event 
and sharing our 
commitment to 
bringing thought-
ful, nonpartisan 
conversations to 

Hamilton County.”
The Indiana Secretary 

of State serves as the state’s 
chief elections officer while 
overseeing business ser-
vices, securities regulation, 
and maintaining official state 
records. The office plays a 
critical role in supporting In-
diana’s business climate and 
ensuring confidence in the 
state’s electoral process.

The event is expected to 
attract business executives, 
community leaders, elected 
officials, and engaged citizens 
from across central Indiana.

Registration is now open. 
Individuals and organiza-
tions interested in attending 
can register at this link.

Russell

Bayh

Engling

While I know 
many Noblesville 
residents are still 
enjoying a sum-
mer break away 
from school, I 
wanted to share 
a message with 
the communi-
ty regarding the 
referendum pro-
posal Noblesville 
Schools announced last 
month, and some confusion 
and inaccurate information I 
am seeing about it.

The Noblesville com-
munity has supported refer-
endum school funding for 
the past 16 years and that 
funding is set to expire at the 
end of 2026. Residents will 
be voting on a new referen-
dum proposal on the Nov. 
3 election ballot to consid-
er whether to continue this 
funding that makes up ap-
proximately 20 percent of 
the Noblesville Schools op-
erating budget. 

Referendum dollars fund 
things like (1) science, tech-
nology, engineering, and 
math programming, (2) col-
lege/career and workforce 
development programming, 
(3) recruiting and retaining 
strong teachers, (4) school 
safety, (5) mental health 
services, (6) extracurricular 
opportunities, and (7) ap-
propriate class sizes. These 
referendum dollars cannot 
be used for buildings, ath-
letic facilities, construction 
projects, or to repay debt.

Without referendum 
funding, the district would 

face substantial 
reductions in 
staff, services, 
and programs that 
directly impact 
students, families, 
local businesses, 
and the communi-
ty at large. 

I am seeing 
some confusion 
in the communi-

ty about the specifics of the 
referendum proposal and 
some incorrect information 
circulating on social media. 
School finance is compli-
cated and different from 
personal finance, and things 
are especially confusing this 
year with the new SEA1 
property tax legislation that 
made significant changes to 
how schools are funded. 

The most common mis-
understanding I’m seeing 
involves how much the ref-
erendum will cost taxpayers. 

The current referendum 
rate is 37 cents per every 
$100 dollars of net assessed 
value and the proposed 
maximum rate is 57 cents. 
The proposed maximum 
rate is higher than the cur-
rent rate because of how 
SEA1 property tax legis-
lation reduces funding for 
schools. The district needs 
a higher maximum rate 
to bring in a comparable 
amount of money. 

That does not mean a 
significant increase for tax-
payers, though. The aver-
age annual increase over 
all eight years of the refer-
endum for a resident with 

a $350,000 home would be 
$2.30 more per month than 
they are paying currently. 

Ballot language is regu-
lated by the state and must 
be worded and calculated 
a certain way. The 2026 
referendum ballot question 
will say “If this operating 
referendum public question 
is approved by the voters, 
for a median residence of 
$350,000, the property’s an-
nual property tax bill would 
increase by $955 per year.”

It’s important to note 
that the $955 per year in-
crease referred to on the 
ballot assumes no current 
referendum, but Noblesville 
residents have already been 
supporting a referendum for 
the last 16 years. 

The math used to calcu-
late the $955 per year also 
assumes that Noblesville 
Schools will take the full 
57 cent rate in 2027. This 
is not the case and we have 
already committed publicly 
that the district will set a 
rate no higher than 41 cents 
for 2027. If assessed values 
come in higher than antici-
pated, that rate will be even 
lower. The district plans to 
use only what is needed to 
maintain current funding 
support, and will not use the 
maximum 57 cent rate for 
all eight years.

Looking forward, the 
ballot language also doesn’t 
take into account the new 
homeowner savings from 
SEA1 legislation that will be 
phasing in over the next few 
years. Even with the new 
referendum, SEA1 means 
taxes will be lower than they 
would be otherwise. 

After accounting for 
these factors, the average 
annual increase over all 
eight years for a resident 
with a $350,000 home 
would be $2.30 more per 
month than they are paying 
currently. 

We take our role as stew-
ards of your taxpayer dollars 
seriously; our top priority 
is to deliver the most out-
standing educational pro-
gramming possible for the 
children we serve, while 
minimizing the impact on 
our taxpayers. 

Some examples of this 
include the fact that we have 
lowered our portion of the tax 
rate for the past seven years, 
cut $4 million in spending in 
the past year, frozen admin-
istrator salaries for the past 
two years, reduced adminis-
trative leadership positions, 
and launched a financial 
transparency and education 
site Dollars + $ense. 

Please know that as an 
institution dedicated to ed-
ucation and ethical leader-
ship, integrity, and honesty 
are core values for us. We 
expect the community to 
have tough questions and 
hold us accountable for 
how we are spending your 
money and you can expect 
that we will share accurate, 
truthful information.

I will be personally 
hosting dozens of meetings 
throughout the community 
in the coming months and 
look forward to meeting 
you, explaining the referen-
dum proposal in more detail, 
and thoroughly answering 
any questions you may have. 

In the meantime, you 
can also visit nobles-
villeschools.org/referen-
dum for answers to many 
common questions about the 
referendum. 

Thank you for your care-
ful consideration of this im-
portant proposal. I am truly 
honored to serve as your 
superintendent, and I feel 
blessed every day to live 
and work in our amazing 
community.

Dr. Dan Hile serves as 
the superintendent of No-
blesville Schools.

DAN HILE
Noblesville Schools

guest COLUMNIST

Superintendent Hile makes case for 
Noblesville operating referendum

Watch the World Cup finals 
at Fishers Event Center

The REPORTER
Celebrate the world’s 

biggest game at the Fishers 
Event Center World Cup 
Finals Watch Party on Sun-
day, July 19. Soccer fans can 
raise a glass at this immer-
sive fan experience featuring 
a live match screening, ice-
cold refreshments, games, 
and community spirit.

Gates at the FORUM 
Credit Union Plaza at Fish-
ers Event Center open at 2 
p.m. and the match starts at 
3 p.m.

The event follows five 
previous World Cup Watch 
Parties at the Fishers Event 
Center, which brought to-
gether an average of more 
than 1,000 passionate sup-
porters for each game for 
a high-energy viewing ex-
perience complete with 
giant screens, interactive 
fan activations, exclusive 
giveaways, and premium 

Michelob ULTRA offer-
ings. Fans will experience 
a stadium-inspired atmo-
sphere designed to capture 
the excitement, passion, and 
camaraderie that make the 
tournament a global phe-
nomenon. Various food and 
beverage options will be 
available to purchase. The 
event is expected to attract 
soccer enthusiasts, local in-
fluencers, media, and com-
munity members looking 
for an elevated match-day 
celebration.

This event is free to at-
tend, with no tickets or prior 
registration required. Free 
surface parking is avail-
able for spectators. Bring 
lawn chairs or blankets for 
comfortable seating, and 
weather-appropriate gear 
(sunglasses, ponchos, etc., 
as it is an outdoor open-air 
venue). More information is 
available at this link.

Accurate. Balanced.
You’re reading

The Reporter

https://cfbindiana.com/locations
https://www.onezonechamber.com/event-overview.html
http://noblesvilleschools.org/dollarsandsense
http://noblesvilleschools.org/referendum
http://noblesvilleschools.org/referendum
http://noblesvilleschools.org/referendum
https://www.lyons-realty.com/
https://fisherseventcenter.com/event/world-cup-watch-party/15/
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www.americanbanko�reedom.bank

14611 N. Gray Road
Westfield, IN 46062

(463) 622-2930

3 Months 6 Months 12 Months

3.65 3.65 3.65% % %
APY* APY* APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is current as of this issue and subject to change at any time. APY 
assumes that interest remains on deposit until maturity. Minimum deposit of $1,000 to open this 

account with a maximum deposit of $240,000 per account. Minimum balance requirement of $1,000 to 
earn interest. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Accounts may be 

subject to other fees, contact your local branch to learn more. 
APPLIES TO NEW DEPOSITS ONLY.

American Bank of Freedom, Member FDIC.

Certificate of Deposit Specials

Stop by or call your local branch today to learn more! 

Save time and open your account online! 

Photo provided
Uncle Sam absolutely towers over Rotary Club 
President Jim Ake!

People of Action
Westfield Rotarians raise 

money at Cool Creek concert
By MICHAEL SCHRAMM
Rotary Club of Westfield

On Friday night, July 
10, the Mellencougar band 
from Shepherdsville, Ky., 
belted out hits for two hours 
as a large crowd at Cool 
Creek Park in Westfield 
enjoyed brats and hot dogs 
from the Rotary tent. The 
crowd was estimated to be 
around 2,000 and enjoyed a 
beautiful evening of famil-
iar hits from Indiana’s well-
known crooner.

Rotary Club of Westfield 
had almost three-fourths of 
its members on hand to raise 
money for community caus-
es like Open Doors, Student 
Impact, and Robbie’s Hope 
Club. All the proceeds go to 
local community needs.

Like the previous con-
certs at Cool Creek, Rota-
ry held a 50/50 raffle that 
raised funds for Westfield 
Youth Assistance Program 
(WYAP). This week’s 
drawing raised the largest 
amount yet and have aver-
aged over $500 donated to 
each organization.

WYAP advocates for 
youth ages 3 to 17 who are 
facing challenging life cir-
cumstances and connect 
them to the services they 
need most. The program 
looks to have a positive im-
pact on the youth they serve 
in the Westfield Washington 
School district.

The Rotary Club of 
Westfield is filled with mem-
bers who serve numerous 
local charities in Westfield 
and has a history of silently 
assisting organizations from 
the time they are fledgling in 
size to well-known commu-
nity advocates. Members are 
business owners, city coun-
cil members, retirees, engi-
neers, sales professionals, 
and financial professionals 
who serve with compassion 
and humility.

Please reach out to the 
Rotary Club of Westfield at 
WestfieldRotaryIN.com to 
see how you can help serve 
our community and join the 
People of Action. You can 
even buy coffee from us and 
support local charities by 
doing so!

Comptroller Nieshalla & state
budget leaders announce state

reserves & surplus at fiscal year-end
Highlights active budget management & economic growth
Submitted by 
Office of Comptroller
Elise Nieshalla

Over a year ago, the State 
navigated a cautious revenue 
forecast in part due to the de-
velopment of new tariffs. Yet 
the U.S. economy grew by 
2 percent, and Indiana out-
paced national growth with a 
2.2 percent GDP increase.

Today, those trends are re-
flected in the fiscal year 2026 
closeout with $3.99 billion in 
reserves, up 60 percent from 
the prior year, and a $1.86 bil-
lion surplus, up 174 percent, 
State Comptroller Elise Nie-
shalla announced Wednesday, 
July 15, alongside Secretary 
of the Office of Management 
and Budget Lisa Hershman 
and State Budget Director 
Chad Ranney.

“Indiana’s fiscal position 
is undoubtedly strong, and 
we responsibly navigated a 
time of uncertainty, reflecting 
both Governor Braun and the 
General Assembly’s focus 
on active budget manage-
ment and economic growth,” 
Comptroller Nieshalla said. 
“Hoosiers can count on the 
State of Indiana to manage 
fluctuating factors and still 
stay in the black with a sur-
plus, due to our state’s consti-
tutional requirement to pass 
balanced budgets.”

Underscoring Indiana’s 
long-term financial stability, 
statutory reserves – includ-

ing the Rainy Day 
Fund, Medicaid 
Reserve and Tui-
tion Reserve – re-
mained well-fund-
ed at 17.6 percent 
of state-funded 
expenditures. The 
Government Fi-
nance Officers As-
sociation recom-
mends a general fund balance 
of one to two months of state 
expenditures, and Indiana’s 
reserve amount equates to 63 
days, which serves as a tangi-
ble safeguard against unfore-
seen crises. 

“In today’s economic 
landscape, fiscal health isn’t 
just about static numbers on 
a spreadsheet – it’s about 
operational agility. Indiana’s 
proactive planning and fiscal 
discipline ensure our state 
remains nimble while deliv-
ering exceptional, uninter-
rupted service to Hoosiers. 
Because we have done the 
hard work, Indiana is open 
for business, prepared for 
what’s next, and will contin-
ue to deliver the highest pos-
sible value to our taxpayers,” 
said Secretary Hershman.

While state reserves in-
creased, Indiana received $2 
billion – 10 percent – less in 
federal funds in fiscal year 
2026 from the prior year, 
which could signal a trend 
as the federal government 
deals with the mounting pres-

sure of nearly $2 
trillion in annual 
deficit spending 
and $39 trillion of 
debt. Given this 
vulnerability at the 
national level, it is 
notable that reserve 
dollars, designed to 
protect the State 
against uncertainty 

and uphold long term com-
mitments, are currently mea-
sured for health by their per-
centage of state expenditures 
and do not take into account 
federally funded expendi-
tures, which make up 42 per-
cent of the State’s budget. 

Indiana’s fiscal year-end 
reserves are as follows:

• $1.86 billion Surplus 
Balance

• $274.8 million Medic-
aid Reserve

• $719.7 million Tuition 
Reserve

• $1.14 billion Rainy Day 
Fund

“We are concluding this 
fiscal year on highly stable 
footing, which provides an 
excellent operational launch-
pad as we enter the next bi-
ennial budget cycle,” Direc-
tor Ranney said. “The State 
Budget Agency will continue 
pushing state agencies to ag-
gressively eliminate opera-
tional redundancies and curb 
unnecessary spending. Clos-
ing the books successfully is 
a brief milestone; our contin-

uous focus is the long-term 
structural health of Indiana’s 
finances over the next three 
to five years.”

The numbers presented 
have been confirmed by the 
State Comptroller’s Office, 
which serves as the keeper 
of the State’s official finan-
cial book of record, and the 
fiscal year 2026 closeout 
statement is prepared by the 
State Budget Agency to re-
port the budgetary results. 
The Comptroller’s Office 
will now focus on compil-
ing Indiana’s Annual Com-
prehensive Financial Report 
(ACFR), which combines 
a management discussion 
and analysis with compre-
hensive statistical data that 
is independently audited by 
the State Board of Accounts. 
The ACFR is the material ev-
idence of the State’s financial 
position, which for fiscal year 
2026 is expected to continue 
with low-debt, well-funded 
pensions and healthy cash re-
serves – all supporting Indi-
ana’s AAA credit rating from 
Standard & Poor’s, Moody’s 
and Fitch.

• Click here to view the 
Fiscal Year 2026 Close-Out 
Statement.

• Click here to view the 
Federal Funding Expendi-
tures Dashboard.

• Click here to explore 
the Indiana Transparency 
Portal.

Nieshalla

Ascension St. Vincent in Fishers &
Carmel named top hospitals in Indiana
The REPORTER

Ascension St. Vincent 
has achieved a monumental 
milestone in healthcare ex-
cellence, securing two spots 
on the inaugural Forbes 
Top Hospitals by State 
list. Among the recognized 
facilities is Ascension St. 
Vincent Fishers, and the 
Ascension St. Vincent Heart 
Center in Carmel.

Of all the healthcare 
facilities evaluated across 
Indiana, only seven earned 
the prestigious 5-star over-

all rating. "Ascension St. 
Vincent not only accounts 
for two of those seven elite 
designations, but it also 
holds the distinct honor of 
operating Forbes only 5-star 
rated hospitals in the greater 
Indianapolis area.”

The Forbes methodol-
ogy sets an incredibly high 
bar for clinical excellence. 
Rather than relying on 
simple popularity metrics, 
Forbes partnered with data 
experts to conduct a rig-
orous, objective analysis 

of the national Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Ser-
vices (CMS) data.

The evaluation mea-
sured hospitals across four 
core pillars:

• Clinical Outcomes: 
Heavy statistical weight 
placed on quantifiable met-
rics like patient mortality 
and low readmission rates.

• Adherence to Best 
Practices: Consistent safe-
ty compliance and evi-
dence-based care delivery.

• Value of Care: Practi-

cal, demonstrable efficiency 
and effectiveness in treating 
patients.

• Patient Experience: 
Direct feedback regarding 
patient satisfaction, com-
munication, and overall en-
vironment quality.

Out of the thousands of 
hospitals evaluated across 
the United States, only 253 
achieved an overall 5-star 
rating, placing Ascension 
St. Vincent’s winning facil-
ities in the top tier of health-
care nationwide.

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
https://westfieldrotaryin.com/
https://www.in.gov/sba/budget-information/fiscal-year-2026-close-out-statements/
https://www.in.gov/itp/finances/Federal-Funding-Expenditures-Dashboard/
https://www.in.gov/itp/
https://www.forbes.com/lists/top-hospitals-by-state/
https://www.forbes.com/lists/top-hospitals-by-state/
https://www.forbes.com/lists/top-hospitals-by-state/
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Don't just ride the rails . . . Bike them!

NickelPlateExpress.com/railbike-rides

Forest Park 
Rail Adventure

An 8-mile round trip  
rail bike ride starting at  

Hobbs Station in Forest Park.
White River 

Family Cruise
Enjoy this short, scenic  

rail bike ride from  
Hobbs Station in Forest Park. 

Photos provided
The Local Mix Music Series will feature (from left) Naptown Hepcats, Todd Williams Trio, Jeremiah Cosner, and Indy Annies.

Allied Solutions Center’s upcoming 
season to feature regional talent

The REPORTER
Original music by Indiana-based artists 

will continue to have a home in the 2026-
2027 season at Allied Solutions Center for 
the Performing Arts.

Four acts in a range of styles will per-
form in the upcoming Local Mix Music 
Series, which provides opportunities for 
the area’s working musicians to perform for 
all-ages audiences in a comfortable evening 
setting with professional audio and lighting 
production.

Sponsored by Engledow Group, all 
shows will take place at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Studio Theater or the neighboring Tarking-
ton at 3 Carter Green in Carmel. Admission 

is just $10.
Tickets are on sale now at TheCenter-

Presents.org or (317) 843-3800. More infor-
mation is available at TheCenterPresents.
org/LocalMix.

This season’s Local Mix schedule fea-
tures:

Naptown Hepcats (rockabilly)
Friday, Aug. 14

The Studio Theater
Founded as a tribute to Stray Cats, Nap-

town Hepcats developed a high-energy 
sound of their own, writing original mate-
rial that captures the same intensity while 
pushing the music forward. With the release 
of the debut album, Naptown Hepcats, the 

band has become a driving force in contem-
porary rockabilly.

Todd Williams Trio (jazz)
Thursday, Sept. 3
The Tarkington

Saxophonist Todd Williams has an im-
pressive resume that includes years play-
ing in the Wynton Marsalis Quintet/Septet 
and the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra. 
He currently serves as a professor of Music 
Education at Indiana Wesleyan University.

Jeremiah Cosner
(rock/singer-songwriter)

Friday, Jan. 15
The Studio Theater

Jeremiah Cosner is a singer-songwriter 

who blends vintage blues, modern rock, and 
catchy, honest lyricism, drawing inspiration 
from his Midwest roots and his grand-
father’s love of poetry. He is backed by 
drummer Craig Wiley and longtime bassist 
James Ledesma.

Indy Annies (country)
Friday, March 5

The Studio Theater
Led by vocalist Breezey Fox and gui-

tarist Krista Hoose, the Indy Annies’ forte 
is stitching together the threads of old and 
new country music. The harmonies and sto-
rytelling recall the heyday of the Grand Ole 
Opry, paired with an electric sound and per-
formance style.

Kebe names third co-chair for 
her state treasurer campaign

Submitted
Democratic nominee 

for Indiana State Treasurer 
Coumba Kebe announced 
on Wednesday, July 15 that 
Hamilton County Demo-
cratic Party Chair and attor-
ney Josh Lowry will serve 
as a co-chair for her state-
wide campaign.

Lowry, an experienced 
trial attorney, former Dep-
uty Attorney General, and 
leader of one of the fast-
est-growing political orga-
nizations in the state, brings 
deep legal expertise and a 
strong suburban perspective 
to the campaign team.

This announcement 
marks the final regional 
campaign co-chair appoint-
ment for Kebe, finalizing 
a statewide leadership trio 
that includes State Repre-
sentative Earl Harris Jr. of 
Northwest Indiana and State 
Representative Cherrish 
Pryor of Central Indiana. 
Lowry highlighted Kebe’s 
gift for breaking down mas-
sive, complex policies into 
understandable tools for ev-
eryday families.

“I first saw Coumba 
breaking down complex 
policies to help everyday 
Hoosiers understand them, 
and I knew immediate-
ly she was the leader we 
need,” Lowry said. “As 
State Treasurer, she’ll make 
the office about much more 

than spreadsheets 
and investment 
reports. Coumba 
knows families 
across Hamilton 
County and the 
entire state are 
facing steep hur-
dles to long-term 
economic stabil-
ity. So, I’m hon-
ored to co-chair 
her campaign and 
do my part to help 
Coumba fight to 
ensure our state 
investments fo-
cus on providing 
real security and 
wealth-building 
tools for all Hoo-
sier families.”

Lowry’s addition to the 
campaign leadership team 
underscores Kebe’s growing 
momentum across suburban 
communities following her 
official nomination at the 
Indiana Democratic State 
Convention last month.

“I am incredibly excited 
to welcome Josh to our team 
as a campaign co-chair,” 
Kebe said. “Josh is a dedi-
cated advocate for Hoosier 
families, a foster parent, 
and a proven leader who 
knows how to build broad 
coalitions. He understands 
firsthand that state financial 
decisions have a direct im-
pact on the safety and sta-
bility of our local neighbor-

hoods. Together, 
we will work to 
expand critical 
programs like the 
CollegeChoice 
529 plan, pull 
back the curtain 
on state finances, 
and ensure that 
Indiana’s govern-
ment works for 
the people and not 
around them.”

With Low-
ry anchoring 
the campaign’s 
leadership in the 
donut counties, 
Rep. Pryor lead-
ing in central In-
diana, and Rep. 
Harris serving as 

co-chair in Northwest Indi-
ana, the Kebe campaign has 
established a robust, state-
wide operation prepared to 
compete in all 92 counties.

About Coumba Kebe
Coumba Kebe is a 

healthcare executive, en-
trepreneur, public health 
professional, and the 2026 
Democratic Nominee for 
Indiana State Treasurer. 
Raised in Indianapolis, she 
is a first-generation Amer-
ican who holds a Bachelor 
of Science and a Master 
of Public Health in Health 
Policy and Management 
from Indiana University. 
Her professional career in-
cludes serving as a Corpo-
rate Compliance and Train-
ing Officer and Director of 
Field Operations, where she 
managed complex logistics 
and multi-million-dollar 
budgets. As the founder of 
Scope Consulting, she is 
dedicated to ensuring state 
financial decisions are trans-
parent, secure, and account-
able to working families.

Learn more about the 
candidate at KebeForIndi-
ana.com.

Kebe

Lowry

The REPORTER
Nearly 1,800 University 

of North Dakota (UND) stu-
dents have been recognized 
for outstanding academ-
ic achievement by being 
named to the 2026 spring 
semester Dean's List.

Locally, Jacob Am-

bler of Noblesville is one 
of those students on the 
Dean’s List.

The UND Dean’s List 
comprises students whose 
grade-point average are in 
the top 15 percent of the 
enrollment in each of the 
University's degree grant-

ing Colleges and Schools. 
A student must have com-
pleted no fewer than 12 se-
mester hours of academic 
work for the semester, of 
which eight or more hours 
must be graded work rather 
than “satisfactory/unsatis-
factory.”

Noblesville’s own Jacob Ambler makes 
University of North Dakota dean’s list

Hamilton County 
Reporter

             More News	 More Sports
. . . and more readers!

Thank you, Hamilton County!

https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides
http://basilewestfieldplayhouse.org
https://thecenterpresents.org/localmix
https://thecenterpresents.org/localmix
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/local-mix-music-series/naptown-hepcats/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/local-mix-music-series/todd-williams-trio/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/local-mix-music-series/jeremiah-cosner/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2627/center-presents/local-mix-music-series/indy-annies/
https://www.kebeforindiana.com/
https://www.kebeforindiana.com/
https://facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

From the desk of Hamilton Heights 
Superintendent Dr. Derek Arrowood

Update No. 175
While school 

may be out, the 
energy of Ham-
ilton Heights is 
still very much 
alive. Learning 
doesn’t stop when 
summer begins; 
it simply shows 
up in new ways. 
Whether your 
family is traveling, reading 
together, tackling projects at 
home, or exploring the out-
doors, those moments spark 
curiosity, confidence, and 
growth in our students.

Our teachers and staff 
are using this time to re-
charge and get ready for the 
new school year. They’re 
planning lessons, preparing 
classrooms, and thinking 

about the experi-
ences that will in-
spire our Huskies 
when they return 
in August. 

Over the sum-
mer, our trans-
portation depart-
ment organizes 
and completes its 
bus routes to best 
optimize service, 

ride time, and efficiency 
based on bus capacities, stop 
locations, and the number of 
students at each stop. Our 
drivers will contact parents 
of bus riders the last week 
of July to ensure an accurate 
count of riders, pick-up and 
drop-off points, and approx-
imate times for their riders 
to help us better serve the 
families in our district.

Any requests received 
after Wednesday, July 22 
may not result in a bus on 
the first day of school. If 
you don’t hear from a driv-
er by Friday, July 31, and 
believe you signed up for 
a bus, please reach out to 
the Transportation Depart-
ment at transportation@
hhschuskies.org, by call-
ing (317) 984-8404, or by 
emailing Jayme Speer di-
rectly at jspeer@hhschus-
kies.org.

* * *
As a reminder, the Ham-

ilton County Health Depart-
ment will hold a back-to-
school vaccination clinic 
at Hamilton Heights Mid-
dle School (students K-12) 
from 1 to 6 p.m. Wednes-
day, July 29 as part of the 

Husky Connect Day. Reg-
istration is required. Click 
here to register and learn 
more about what you need 
to know about your child 
receiving a vaccination at 
this event.

* * *
One of the most mean-

ingful traditions that ushers 
in our school year is our 
Annual Prayer Breakfast. 
It’s a morning filled with 
connection, encouragement, 
and community spirit, and 
we can’t wait to welcome 
everyone on Friday, July 
31, at the Hamilton Heights 
Middle School Café. Doors 
open at 7 a.m. Come early, 
greet friends, and start the 
day with purpose.

A light breakfast will 
be served, and our program 

will begin at 7:30 a.m. This 
year’s speaker, Indiana Bas-
ketball Hall of Famer Tom 
Abernethy, will offer a mes-
sage designed to inspire and 
strengthen us as we begin 
a new year together. The 
program will also feature 
music provided by our local 
faith community, creating a 
warm and uplifting start to 
the morning.

This beloved event, now 
in its 13th year, is hosted by 
the Heights Area Pastors 
in partnership with HHSC. 
Guests are encouraged to 
bring Capri Sun pouches, 
fruit cups, or canned chick-
en to support the Hamilton 
Heights Backpack Program 
and help fuel our students 
for success.

* * *

Summer may bring a 
different rhythm, but our 
mission remains the same 
and our focus is always on 
our students. As we move 
through these final weeks 
of summer, I’m grateful for 
the many ways our families, 
staff, and community con-
tinue to strengthen Hamil-
ton Heights. Your support, 
your partnership, and your 
belief in our mission make 
a real difference in the lives 
of our Huskies.

We’re looking forward 
to welcoming everyone 
back on Tuesday, Aug. 4 – 
refreshed, energized, and 
ready for a year filled with 
learning, connection, and 
the unmistakable spirit that 
defines Hamilton Heights.

#WeAreHuskies

Dr. derek arrowood
Heights Superintendent

COLUMNIST

Nicholas Family of Companies’ Spectate Group tapped for operation of Carmel Ice Skadium
Submitted

Nicholas Family of 
Companies (NFOC) an-
nounced Tuesday, July 14, 
that Spectate Group, its in-
house sports and recreation 
division, has reached an 
agreement to lease, manage, 
and operate the Carmel Ice 
Skadium, a two-rink arena.

The assignment brings 
Spectate’s portfolio of ice 
facilities under management 
to four, with that total set to 
reach five by end of 2026 
with the opening of a new 
NFOC-developed arena in 
Chicago’s suburbs this fall. 
Additionally, the Carmel 
location grows Spectate’s 
presence in the Indianapolis 
market, where it will manage 
the new indoor, multi-sheet 
Westfield Ice Facility, also 

being developed by NFOC, 
when it opens in 2028 at 
Grand Park Sports Campus 
in north suburban Westfield.

“Having spent plenty of 
time at local ice rinks over the 
years watching my own kids 
play competitive hockey, I 
know firsthand how closely 
tied these facilities are to the 
community and the groups 
that use them,” said Nick Pa-
panicholas Jr., managing di-
rector and CEO of Nicholas 
Family of Companies. “As 
we expand our footprint in 
the Indianapolis market, our 
Spectate team is eager to not 
only bring our own brand of 
excellence for management 
and programming to the 
Carmel Ice Skadium, which 
has been serving the area for 
more than 50 years, but also 

strengthen the relationships 
we’re already building within 
the local ice rink and hockey 
community.” 

Located at 1040 3rd Ave. 
SW in Carmel, the Carmel 
Ice Skadium features two 
NHL-sized rinks, a snack 
bar, party rooms and a pro 
shop located within the 
65,000 square-foot facility. 
An existing arcade is be-
ing transformed into new 
food and beverage options, 
which will be operated by 
NFOC’s Big Fish Hospital-
ity Group.

Through its white glove 
management services, Spec-
tate will oversee program-
ming, marketing, mainte-
nance, hiring and training, 
and day-to-day operations 
for the facility, including co-

ordinating with local hockey 
programs and other groups 
that utilize the arena.

Spectate has taken over 
operations as of July 14, fol-
lowing the sale of the prop-
erty to an affiliate of Podell 
Partners, a Carmel-based 
real estate investment and 
development company.   

In addition to the Carmel 
Ice Skadium, Spectate cur-
rently manages Rosemont 
Ice Arena, a 103,000-square-
foot twin-sheet facility that 
opened last year and fea-
tures dedicated team spac-
es, a restaurant and bar in 
Rosemont, Ill.; Glacier Ice 
Arena in Vernon Hills, Ill., 
a 63,000-square-foot facili-
ty with two NHL-regulation 
rinks acquired by Nicho-
las Family of Companies 

last year; and the Nicholas 
Sportsplex, a 17-acre in-
door-outdoor sports com-
plex with three ice sheets, 
synthetic turf fields, dedi-
cated team spaces, a restau-
rant, bar and hockey pro 
shop in Mount Prospect, 
Ill. The Elk Grove Ice Are-

na, an 86,000-square-foot, 
two-rink complex currently 
being developed by NFOC 
in Elk Grove Village, Ill., 
will be managed by Spectate 
when it opens in fall 2026, 
as will the Westfield Ice Fa-
cility when it is complete in 
2028.

Photo provided
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Submitted by Office of 
AG Todd Rokita

Indiana Attorney Gener-
al Todd Rokita on Tuesday, 
July 14, released a formal 
advisory opinion 
concluding that 
the Minority and 
Women’s Busi-
ness Enterprises 
(M/WBE) compo-
nents of Indiana’s 
Diversity Busi-
ness Enterprises 
(DBE) Program 
are unconstitu-
tional under the 
Equal Protection Clause of 
the Fourteenth Amendment.

“This blatantly illegal 
program singles out some 
Hoosiers for disfavored 
treatment purely because 
of their sex or the color of 
their skin, and it insults oth-
er Hoosiers by suggesting 
they cannot compete on a 
fair playing field. The pro-
gram is both un-American 
and unconstitutional,” AG 
Rokita said.

In the opinion, Rokita 
also concluded that Gover-
nor Mike Braun has authori-
ty to instruct the Indiana De-
partment of Administration 
(IDOA) to discontinue the 
unlawful aspects of the pro-
gram based on his office’s 
determination of unconstitu-
tionality. In response, Gov. 
Braun has announced that 
Indiana will end race- and 
sex-based contracting pref-
erences and replace them 
with a merit-based approach 
that gives every Hoosier 
business a fair opportunity 
to compete.

“Our Constitution 
mandates equal protection 
under the law, because a 
system where the govern-
ment picks winners and 
losers on the basis of race 
or sex can never be fair,” 
Gov. Braun said. “Indiana 
has replaced divisive, po-
litically-charged programs 
with a focus on Merit, Ex-
cellence, and Innovation: 
a level playing field where 
every single Hoosier has 
the chance to get ahead 
with hard work.”

The DBE Program was 
created by statute in 1983 
and requires state agencies 
to use race- and sex-based 
spending goals in most 

state contracts. Under these 
goals, state agencies and 
government contractors 
must attempt to allocate a 
minimum percentage of 

state funds spent 
on a given con-
tract to businesses 
owned by mem-
bers of particular 
minority groups 
or women, thus 
giving preferen-
tial treatment to 
certain businesses 
based on race and 
sex.

Contractors that do not 
satisfy the M/WBE require-
ments may face bid rejection, 
withheld payments, contract 
termination, or debarment. 
In administering the Pro-
gram, the State is required to 
label and categorize Hoosier 
businesses based on race and 
sex through a certification 
process.

“Having just celebrat-
ed 250 years of indepen-
dence, Hoosiers should 
have fresh in their minds 
the words of the Declaration 
that launched our Revolu-
tion: ‘All men are created 
equal,’” Rokita said. “From 
Reconstruction to the pas-
sage of the 19th Amend-
ment and ending Jim Crow, 
our country has fought 
throughout its history to ful-
fill this promise of equality 
under the law. The elimina-
tion of race-and sex-based 
preference programs like 
the M/WBE program is just 
the latest step in the march 
toward equality.” 

The Attorney General’s 
opinion explains that the 
program’s numerical spend-
ing goals, race- and sex-
based certifications, sub-
contracting mandates, and 
enforcement mechanisms all 
fail strict scrutiny.

The opinion’s reasoning 
is supported by, among other 
things, the Supreme Court’s 
2023 decision in Students 
for Fair Admissions, which 
makes clear that discrim-
inatory racial preference 
programs can rarely if ever 
be justified under the Con-
stitution. The opinion also 
concludes that the Governor 
has the authority to decline 

Rokita

The REPORTER
An Evening with Mi-

chael Feinstein  welcomes 
the legendary perform-
er back to the stage of his 
namesake club for an exclu-
sive two-night engagement.

On Sunday, Sept. 20, 
and Monday, Sept. 21, Fein-
stein returns to Carmel for 
two remarkably intimate 
and unforgettable perfor-
mances. Doors open at 5:30 
p.m. for dinner and drinks 
with both shows starting at 
7:30 p.m.

Feinstein, Ambassa-
dor of the Great American 
Songbook, has built a daz-
zling career over the last 
three decades bringing the 
music of the Great Ameri-
can songbook to the world. 
From recordings that have 
earned him five Grammy 
Award nominations to his 
Emmy nominated PBS TV 
specials, his acclaimed NPR 
series and concerts span-
ning the globe – in addition 
to his appearances at iconic 

venues such as The White 
House, Buckingham Palace, 
Hollywood Bowl, Carne-
gie Hall and Sydney Opera 
House – his work as an ed-
ucator and archivist define 
Feinstein as one of the most 
important musical forces of 
our time.

In 2007, he founded the 
Great American Songbook 
Foundation, dedicated to 
celebrating the art form and 

preserving it through edu-
cational programs, Master 
Classes, and the annual 
High School Songbook 
Academy. Past graduates 
of the program have gone 
on to appear in major mo-
tion pictures and on NBC’s 
America’s Got Talent, lead 
an all-star cast in NBC’s 
Hairspray Live, perform 
on Broadway, record ac-
claimed albums, and per-

form on-stage with Fein-
stein himself.

Feinstein serves on the 
Library of Congress’ Na-
tional Recording Preserva-
tion Board, which ensures 
the future of America’s 
sound recording heritage.

For tickets, click here. 
You can also contact Fein-
stein’s Box Office at info@
hotelcarmichael.com or by 
calling (317) 688-1947.

Graphic provided

See Feinstein at Feinstein’s this September

Woofstock Survivor 5K sets $85K fundraising goal
Submitted

In a race against the 
rainbow bridge, the Humane 
Society for Hamilton Coun-
ty (HSHC) invites all pet 
enthusiasts and weekend ad-
venturers to sign up for the 
annual Woofstock Survivor 
5K & Dog Walk and raise 
funds for the Survivor Pro-
gram on Saturday, Aug. 8.

The Woofstock Survivor 
5K & Dog Walk welcomes 
all community members, 
from the power walkers to 
the marathon athletes, to 
join the fun with their furry 
friends in tow. All $59 reg-
istration fees provide essen-
tial medical care for HSHC’s 
most vulnerable animals. 
As if saving lives wasn’t 
enough, every race partici-
pant also receives a T-shirt, 
swag bag, and commemora-
tive medal for their partici-
pation in the event. 

When all the racing is 
done, participants are in-
vited to stick around for 
the after-party, complete 
with great food, a police 
K-9 demonstration, festival 
games, a 50/50 Ball Drop, 
and an all-new kids’ tent for 
families to enjoy.

HSHC claims a truly no-
kill philosophy, representing 
a determination to take on the 

medical demands that come 
with rescuing animals who 
have faced extreme neglect, 
abandonment, and abuse. 
The Survivor Program en-
sures that every single sick 
or injured animal that comes 
to HSHC gets their chance at 
a second chance. 

“It’s amazing to see 
how the Hamilton County 
community comes together 
through this event to help 
our most vulnerable animals 
every year,” HSHC Commu-
nity Engagement Manager 
Emma Nobbe said. “With-

out their support for the 
Survivor Program, we could 
not provide the life-saving 
care that so many of our an-
imals need to get the second 
chance they deserve.”

This program funds the 
healing for HSHC’s most 
extreme cases and aids in 
saving animals at risk of 
euthanasia in surrounding 
shelters. You can help by 
donating, registering for 
the race, or fundraising 
at WoofstockRocks.com. 
Prizes will be awarded to 
each individual fundraiser 

who meets a fundraising 
benchmark. Fundraising 
and race winners will re-
ceive top prizes. Fundrais-
ing categories include top 
youth, individual, corporate, 
and team. 5K winners will 
be awarded based on age 
category. 

The Woofstock Survivor 
5K & Dog Walk is graciously 
sponsored by Curran Archi-
tecture, Current Publishing, 
Fetch Pet Insurance, Delta 
Faucet, Veg ER, PODS, Ti-
to’s Handmade Vodka, and 
Noah’s Animal Hospital.

Photo provided

AG Rokita: Minority &
Women’s Business Enterprises 
program is unconstitutional
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Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Business cards

Noblesville Roofing 
& Restoration 

Phone (317) 223-4587
Email: dhbs@comcast.net 

317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday

1/2 Price Bottles of 
Wine On Wednesdays

Reservations Recommended 

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Indianapolis theatre celebrates Flanner
Family legacy in new play They Call Me Genêt
Submitted

A new stage produc-
tion celebrating the life and 
legacy of Janet Flanner, a 
trailblazing writer and the 
daughter of the founder of 
Flanner Buchanan, a fam-
ily-owned funeral home 
that’s been proudly serv-
ing the Indianapolis com-
munity since 1881, is set 
to premiere at The District 
Theatre, 627 Massachusetts 
Ave., Indianapolis, recon-
necting Indianapolis with 
one of America’s most in-
fluential literary figures.

They Call Me Genêt, 
written by playwright D. 
Paul Thomas, brings to 
life the story of Flanner, 
an Indianapolis-born writ-
er who went on to become 
one of the most impactful 
correspondents in The New 
Yorker’s history. For more 
than 50 years, Flanner was 
known to The New York-
er audiences as “Genêt,” 
whose reports on Europe-
an culture, politics, art, and 
society shaped how gener-

ations of Americans envi-
sioned the Parisian life.

The production begins 
with Flanner’s roots in 
the American Midwest, a 
daughter of Frank W. Flan-
ner, Indiana’s first licensed 
embalmer, who had dedicat-
ed his life to caring for his 
friends and neighbors in In-
dianapolis. Janet would go 
on to serve her community 
in her own way, initially 
starting her career working 
for The Indianapolis Star 
before becoming a founding 
voice for The New Yorker.

“Janet Flanner was one 
of the most important jour-
nalists of the twentieth cen-
tury, yet many people in her 
own hometown don’t know 
her story,” said Pauline 
Moffat, Managing Direc-
tor of The District Theatre. 
“Through this play, we are 
reclaiming an extraordi-
nary Indianapolis voice that 
helped interpret Europe to 
America for half a century.”

From July 16 to 19 and 
23 to 26, Indianapolis is in-

vited to discover someone 
who is more than a cultur-
al icon, who helped shape 
American perception of ev-
erything from café society 
to the rise of fascism during 
World War II. They’re invit-
ed to meet the woman be-
hind the byline and an inte-
gral member of the Flanner 
Buchanan family who has 
long cared for the Indianap-
olis community.

“Thomas has captured 
Janet’s iconic personality 
in this work,” said Bruce 
W. Buchanan, a relative 
of Janet’s. “The play will 
appeal to anyone interested 
in how a creative writer em-
bodies their thoughts into 
elegant prose. She was an 
extraordinary talent!”

“This is not simply a play 
about a journalist,” Moffat 
said. “It is about a wom-
an from Indianapolis who 
stepped into the world and 
helped explain it back to us.”

Tickets for They Call 
Me Genêt are on sale now 
on The District Theatre’s 

website, indydistrictthe-
atre.org.

To ensure that even 
more Indianapolis families 
can meet “Genêt,” Flanner 
Buchanan will be raffling 
off tickets on their Face-
book page.
About Flanner Buchanan

Founded in 1881, Flan-
ner Buchanan is one of In-
diana’s most respected and 
innovative funeral service 
providers. Family-owned 
with locations throughout 

central Indiana, Flanner 
Buchanan provides a full 
range of funeral, cremation, 
cemetery, and preplanning 

services, blending tradition 
with creative celebrations of 
life. Learn more at flanner-
buchanan.com.

Photos provided
(ABOVE LEFT) The Flanner Family: (from left) Janet, Frank, Mary Emma (Marie), 
Mary, and Hildegarde. (ABOVE RIGHT) Janet Flanner as a young woman.

The REPORTER
Anthem Blue Cross 

and Blue Shield has joined 
forces with One Southern 
Indiana (1si) to help small 
businesses provide their 
employees with lower cost, 
high-quality health benefits 
through the new Advantage 
1 Health program, a Multi-
ple Employer Welfare Ar-
rangement (MEWA).

Designed exclusively 
for members of 1si and par-
ticipating local chambers 
of commerce, the program 
enables small employers to 
provide big company bene-
fits at lower, more predict-
able costs.

Advantage 1 Health can 
help businesses with two 
to 50 employees save up to 
40 percent on health bene-
fit costs and offers flexible 
plan options designed to 
meet the needs of both em-
ployers and employees.

“Small businesses are 
the backbone of Indiana’s 
economy, but many con-
tinue to struggle with man-
aging employee health 
benefits costs,” said Jessica 
Lopez-Liggett, President 
of Anthem Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield in Indiana. “To-
gether with One Southern 
Indiana and local chambers 
across the state, we’re help-
ing eligible small employers 
create greater cost stabili-
ty and predictability while 
offering comprehensive 
health benefits for their em-
ployees.”

Through this MEWA 
partnership, Anthem, 1si, 

and local chambers of com-
merce deliver industry-lead-
ing small business health 
coverage with an unmatched 
array of plan designs and 
network choices. These 
plans leverage Anthem’s 80 
years of experience support-
ing Indiana employers and 
its strong relationships with 
Indiana care providers.

In addition to 1si, Ad-
vantage 1 Health is avail-
able through participating 
chambers of commerce 
across Indiana. Employers 
may join any participating 
chamber regardless of busi-
ness location. The growing 
list includes:

• Dearborn County 
Chamber of Commerce

• Clinton County Cham-
ber of Commerce

• Chamber of Com-
merce of Harrison County

• Evansville Regional 
Economic Partnership

• Franklin Chamber of 
Commerce

• Greater Fort Wayne 
Inc.

• Greater Lafayette 
Commerce

• Madison Area Chamber
• OneZone Chamber
Advantage 1 Health sim-

plifies administration, helps 
reduce healthcare costs and 
integrates wellness and pre-
ventive programs. Key fea-
tures include:

• Broad care provider 
access: Every major Indi-

ana hospital and health sys-
tem is featured in Anthem’s 
network of providers. Mem-
bers can continue seeing 
their doctorsp while gaining 
access to one of Indiana’s 
largest provider networks, 
plus seamless nationwide 
coverage through Anthem’s 
broad PPO network. 

• Lower, more predict-
able costs: Some employers 
can save up to 40 percent 
compared to ACA plans, 
with simple plan designs, 
national care provider net-
works, and easier adminis-
tration and budgeting. 

• Flexible plan designs: 
Chamber members can 
choose from 42 health plan 
options to select the bene-
fits and premiums that best 
fit their employee popula-
tion and budget, including 
Clear Choice plans featur-
ing transparent and simpli-
fied copay-based pricing for 
healthcare services. 

• Network choice: Em-
ployers can choose from 
three Anthem care provider 
networks: 

− HealthSync HMO — 
a network of high perform-
ing care providers designed 
to deliver maximum savings 
and value.

− HealthSync POS – a 
flexible tiered network op-
tion that balances cost sav-
ings and provider access, al-
lowing members to choose 
between a Tier 1 HealthSync 

network for greater savings 
and the broadest Tier 2 PPO 
network for expanded ac-
cess.

− Blue Access PPO — 
the broadest network op-
tion, including nearly every 
Indiana hospital and physi-
cian.

• Simple administra-
tion: Anthem and program 
partners handle compliance 
and administrative tasks, 
making ongoing manage-
ment easy for employers.

• Integrated benefits: 
Medical, dental, vision, 
pharmacy, and virtual care 
connect through the Syd-
ney® Health app, a se-
cure member website, and 
24/7/365 support.

• Wellness and re-
wards: Each plan includes 
preventive care programs 
and wellness incentives. 
Members can earn up to 
$500 annually for healthy 
activities.

“This partnership gives 
chambers across the state 
a tangible way to support 
their members with mean-
ingful benefits,” said Lance 
Allison, President and CEO 
of 1si. “Advantage 1 Health 
provides our business com-
munity with a smart, afford-
able healthcare solution that 
strengthens small business-
es and communities.”

Small businesses can 
learn more at anthem.com/
advantage-1-health.

Anthem partners with One Southern Indiana to 
lower cost of health coverage for small businesses

to implement clearly un-
constitutional statutes that 
infringe on citizens’ rights.

Key elements of the 
opinion:

• The MBE and WBE 
components of the DBE 
Program are unconstitu-

tional.
• Contract preferences 

for veteran-owned busi-
nesses are lawful.

• IDOA has discretion 
in deciding how to unwind 
the unlawful aspects of the 
DBE program.

• IDOA may imple-
ment new, race- and 
sex-neutral preferences 
for veterans, small busi-
nesses, and Indiana-do-
miciled businesses that 
comply with the U.S. and 
Indiana Constitutions.

Attorney General 
Rokita’s office will advise 
IDOA on a lawful tran-
sition and work with the 
General Assembly to re-
peal the underlying statute.

Click here to read the 
opinion.

Rokita
from Page 8

When weather is unpredictable, you can trust
Your Hometown Weatherman!
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Today’s Bible Reading
Stages in Israel’s Journey

They left Moseroth and camped at Bene Jaakan.
They left Bene Jaakan and camped at Hor 

Haggidgad.
They left Hor Haggidgad and camped at 

Jotbathah.
They left Jotbathah and camped at Abronah.
They left Abronah and camped at Ezion Geber.
They left Ezion Geber and camped at Kadesh, 

in the Desert of Zin.
They left Kadesh and camped at Mount Hor, 

on the border of Edom. At the Lord’s command 
Aaron the priest went up Mount Hor, where he 
died on the first day of the fifth month of the 
fortieth year after the Israelites came out of 
Egypt. Aaron was a hundred and twenty-three 
years old when he died on Mount Hor.

The Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in the 
Negev of Canaan, heard that the Israelites were 
coming.

They left Mount Hor and camped at Zalmonah.
They left Zalmonah and camped at Punon.
They left Punon and camped at Oboth.
They left Oboth and camped at Iye Abarim, on 

the border of Moab.
They left Iye Abarim and camped at Dibon Gad.
They left Dibon Gad and camped at Almon 

Diblathaim.
They left Almon Diblathaim and camped in the 

mountains of Abarim, near Nebo.
They left the mountains of Abarim and camped 

on the plains of Moab by the Jordan across 
from Jericho. There on the plains of Moab they 
camped along the Jordan from Beth Jeshimoth to 
Abel Shittim.

Numbers 33:31-49 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

SOLD!
2707 

Kilgobbin  
Cres

BROWNSBURG

Beautifully maintained  
4BR, 3BA home in 

Birch Run at Wynne 
Farms. Features an open 

kitchen, gas fireplace, 
main floor bedroom/

office, spa-like primary 
suite, large backyard  

with fire pit, 3-car garage, 
and community pool  

on the B&O Trail.
Listed at $449,900

LAKEFRONT! PENDING! PENDING! NEW
 LISTING!PENDING! PENDING! PENDING!

2525 Colony 
Court
CARMEL

2513 Sheridan 
Court
Cicero

20971 Shoreline  
Unit 410

NOBLESVILLE

6178 North  
Woodhaven Dr.

MCCORDSVILLE

18532 Oriental 
Oak Court
NOBLESVILLE

112 Pinehurst 
Avenue
FISHERS

18716 Prairie 
Baptist Road

NOBLESVILLE

Find character in this 
charming Carmel 

home with no HOA! 
Features 3BR, 2 living 
areas, spacious kitchen 
with appliances, and 
a park-like backyard 
with a heated/cooled 

workshop shed. Newer 
HVAC and water  
 heater remain.

Listed at $319,900

This desirable 3BR, 2BA 
Cicero ranch on .44 acres 

features a remodeled 
kitchen with quartz 

counters, wood-burning 
fireplace, spacious 
primary suite, and 

private, wooded backyard 
with two storage sheds. 

Includes lake access  
and boat docks.

Listed at $344,900

Enjoy low-maintenance 
waterfront living in  

this gated 2BR,  
2BA Morse Lake  
condo. Features 

include fresh paint, 
new carpet, boat slip, 

two garage spots, 
storage, and stainless 

kitchen. Luxury meets 
convenience.

Listed at $339,900

This turnkey 3BR,  
2BA ranch in 

McCordsville features 
fresh paint, granite 
counters, and LVP 

flooring. Enjoy the new 
wood privacy fence 
and covered deck. 
Community pool  
and playground  
are steps away!

New price $304,900 

Beautiful 4BR, 2BA 
 2 half baths in Oakmont 

of Noblesville. Home 
is situated on over half 
an acre (.68) wooded 

lot featuring a screened 
porch and finished 

basement along with a 
three car tandem garage. 

This move-in ready 
property awaits you.

Listed at $559,900

Discover this hidden gem 
in Fishers. This stunning 
3BR, 2BA custom brick 
ranch sits on a secluded 

.65-acre wooded lot. 
Features a new roof, 

remodeled kitchen, great 
room, sunroom, and 
heated/cooled garage.  

A private, paradise  
awaits you!

Listed at $579,900 

Attention investors and 
homeowners! Hard-to-

find country ranch  
on .39 acres. Featuring 

2BR, 1BA, spacious 
family room, kitchen 
with appliances, and 

attached garage.  
Updates include  

2022 roof, plumbing,  
and 2023 AC.

Listed at $172,900
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Randy Eugene Beeler
September 23, 1951 – July 11, 2026

Randy Eugene Beeler, 74, Noblesville, passed away on 
Saturday, July 11, 2026, at Riverwalk 
Village in Noblesville. He was born 
on September 23, 1951, to Harold and 
Irene (Blosser) Beeler in Lafayette, Ind.

Randy worked on home renovations 
as a salesperson. He was an amateur 
stock car driver, #99, at Lincoln Park 
Speedway in Putnamville, Ind. Ran-
dy was the last announcer at the Terre 
Haute Speedway before it closed. He 

loved cars and racing, especially NASCAR. Randy enjoyed 
doing home renovations, and making old period, farmhouse 
style furniture. He was also an ESPN announcer. 

He is survived by his wife, Wanda Sue Beeler; son, 
Brian (Nicole) Beeler; grandchildren, Sierra (Gunner) 
Martin and Adam Beeler; great-grandchildren, Sofia and 
Caleb Martin; daughter, Kristen Beeler; grandson, William 
Parker; step-daughter, Christine Williams; step-son, Joshua 
Tolley; step-grandchild, Tyler Tolley; sister, Karen (John) 
Bowers; and many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 

to American Diabetes Association, PO Box 7023, Merri-
field, VA 22116-7023 (diabetes.org).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNERS OF PUBLIC HEARING
Board of Zoning Appeals

City of Noblesville, Indiana
This notice is to inform you of a Public Hearing that will be held by the 

Noblesville Board of Zoning Appeals on the 3rd day of August, 2026.  This 
hearing, to discuss application BZNA-0129-2026, will begin at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Common Council Chambers, Noblesville City Hall at 16 South 10th Street.  
A live stream of the meeting will be available on the City’s YouTube page at 
www.youtube.com/@CityofNoblesville.  The application submitted by Kevin & 
Kelly Heffernan requests that approval be granted to a Variance of Development 
Standards application pursuant to UDO § Table 8.B to allow for a reduction of the 
minimum front yard setback for a property within the R-1/FH zoning district. on 
the property located at 15710 Allisonnville Road, Noblesville, IN 46060.

Written suggestions or objections relative to the application above may be filed 
with the Department of Planning and Development, at or before such meeting, 
and will be heard by the Noblesville Board of Zoning Appeals.  Interested 
persons desiring to present their views, either in writing or verbally, will have an 
opportunity to be heard at the above-mentioned time and place.

A list of each appointed officer’s name, their appointing authority, and term 
dates is available at www.noblesville.in.gov/boards.  This hearing may be 
continued from time to time as found necessary by the Noblesville Board of 
Zoning Appeals.  A copy of the proposal is on file in the Department of Planning 
and Development at 16 South 10th Street, Suite B140 and may be reviewed 
during regular office hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  A copy of the file may also be 
viewed on the Department of Planning website, http://www.cityofnoblesville.org/
planning, by clicking the Boards & Committees button, clicking the icon on the 
map relating to this location and selecting the application materials link.  

Noblesville Board of Zoning Appeals
Caleb Gutshall, Secretary

R8304	 7/16/26, 7/20/26

— Noblesville —

Meeting Notice
The Ivy Tech Hamilton County Campus Board of Trustees will meet on 

Tuesday, July 21, 2026, in the Sue Ellspermann Board Room at Ivy Tech 
Hamilton County, 300 N. 17th St., Noblesville.

A non-public executive session will start at 9 a.m., followed by a public 
education session of the Board at 9:45 a.m. Finally, a regular meeting of the 
board will start at 10:15 a.m.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to 
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under

I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in 
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door 

Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.
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Reporter Sports Thursday
Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Heights, Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Sheridan, University, Westfield

Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
TalkToDani.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Looking for a place in the Country - Talk to Dani!

Looking for your own little piece 
of country to build your dream 

home? Just wanting a place to get 
away and hang out? Want a place 

to raise your horses, goats and 
chickens...Maybe some cattle? 
7.58 acres with a barn, pasture, 
well and electricity-leave it as is 

or build your dream home in the 
back? Wooded, but with space 
to build. It is perfect. Close to 

everything Noblesville has to offer 
yet private and removed for peace 

and quiet. Your perfect place is 
here! Please note: Do not walk on 

the property without approval.
Listed at $650,000

8275 E 216th St. 
Cicero, IN, 46034

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

One of the biggest sec-
tional rivalries in the state 
will come to an end this fall.

Noblesville has been 
moved out of Sectional 8 
in the IHSAA’s Class 3A 
girls soccer tournament. 
This is arguably the most 
significant change to the fall 
sectional pairings, which 
the organization announced 
during its minutes last June.

For years, the Millers 
had rotated Sectional 8 
hosting duties with Ham-
ilton Southeastern. The 
two teams usually met in 
the sectional as two of the 
top programs in Indiana. 
Noblesville won five state 
championships coming out 
of Sectional 8 until the Roy-
als broke through in 2025, 
beating the Millers en route 
to Southeastern’s first-ever 
state title.

Starting this season, No-
blesville will compete in 
Sectional 9. That puts the 
Millers’ girls team in line 
with the boys, who were 
moved into Sectional 9 
starting with the 2024 sea-
son.

“I know why they did it,” 
said Royals coach Greg Da-
vidson. “I always enjoyed 
the rivalry with Noblesville, 
so we were a little disap-
pointed that they moved 
Noblesville out of the sec-
tional. They’re always great 
games and adds to the aura 
of the tournament.

“We’ll play whoever 
they put it on our sectional, 
we have to be focused on 
and be ready by tournament 
time.”

And Sectional 8 will still 
be a difficult sectional. For 
one thing, Southeastern’s 
Mudsock rival Fishers is 
still in that sectional. The 
Tigers played the Royals 
tough in last year’s Section-
al 8 championship before 
HSE won 1-0.

“They gave us one of the 
better games in the tourna-
ment,” said Davidson. They 
had a scheme and had a plan 
and they played it really 
well. [Harold] Spooner’s a 
great coach. He always has 
his teams playing their best 
soccer.”

The other teams in 
Sectional 8 are Anderson, 
Mt. Vernon, Muncie Cen-
tral, Pendleton Heights and 

Richmond.
“Pendleton Heights has 

been on the rise,” said Da-
vidson. “Mt. Vernon has 
been really growing and 
has got solid soccer players. 
There’s not many cakewalks 
out there and our sectional 
is included.”

Meanwhile, Sectional 9 
was already difficult. No-
blesville will join Carmel, 
North Central, Pike, West-
field and Zionsville. The 
Greyhounds were the 3A 
runners-up to Southeastern 
last season, while the Sham-
rocks took Carmel to over-
time in the sectional cham-
pionship.

The Sectional 8 and Sec-
tional 9 girls groups now 

look the same as the boys 
groups. Noblesville’s boys 
were moved into Section-
al 9 starting with the 2024 
season.

Fishers will host the 
girls soccer Sectional 8 this 
year, with Westfield hosting 
Sectional 9. As for the boys, 
Southeastern hosts Section-
al 8 and Carmel will host 
Sectional 9.

As for other sectional 
sites:

The Hamilton Heights 
girls will travel to Eastbrook 
for Class 2A Sectional 23. 
Delta, Jay County, Missis-
sinewa and Yorktown are 
the other schools in that six-
team group.

Guerin Catholic’s girls 

will play in 2A Sectional 
24 at Brebeuf Jesuit. That 
will be a five-team site, with 
Heritage Christian, Bish-
op Chatard and Park Tudor 
also competing.

Sheridan will compete 
in 1A Sectional 38, which 
takes place at Oak Hill. The 
seven-team group also in-
cludes Elwood, Lapel, Tay-
lor, Tipton and Tri-Central.

University will play in 
1A Sectional 40 at Cove-
nant Christian, a six-team 
site. Cardinal Ritter, Metro-
politan, Riverside and Tind-
ley also will compete there.

In boys soccer, both 
Guerin Catholic and 
Heights will play in Class 
2A Sectional 24 at Park Tu-

dor. That sectional consists 
of seven teams, with Bish-
op Chatard, Brebeuf Jesuit, 
Heritage Christian and La-
pel also in the group.

Sheridan’s boys will 
compete in 1A Sectional 38 
at Taylor, a seven-team site. 
The other schools are Car-
roll, Delphi, Elwood, Ross-
ville and Tri-Central.

University will travel 
to Class 1A Sectional 40 
at North Putnam. Bethes-
da Christian, International, 
Riverside and Traders Point 
Christian complete the list 
of that six-team site.

A look at the section-
al groups of the other fall 
sports will appear in Fri-
day’s Reporter.

Julie Brown / File photo
While Hamilton Southeastern’s girls soccer team will no longer face Noblesville in Sectional 8, Royals coach Greg Davidson 
believes the sectional will still be difficult. Southeastern won its first state championship in girls soccer last year.

Girls Soccer

Big change for girls sectionals
Noblesville Millers move over to Sectional 9

Carmel’s Swathwood leads Women’s State Amateur
The REPORTER

Carmel’s Claire Swath-
wood is in a familiar place: 
on top of the leaderboard in 
an Indiana tournament.

Swathwood holds a 
four-stroke lead at the In-
diana Women’s State Am-
ateur after two rounds of 
play at Rock Hollow Golf 
Club in Peru. Swathwood, 
a 2024 Greyhounds gradu-
ate, is five under par for the 
tournament at 139, scoring 
a three-under 69 on Tues-
day and a two-under 70 on 
Wednesday.

Swathwood has so far 
made nine birdies for the 

tournament, draining six 
during the first round and 
three during the second 
round. Swathwood played 
college golf for the Univer-
sity of Memphis the past 
two seasons and transferred 
to TCU, where she will be-
gin her junior season this 
fall.

Hamilton County golf-
ers made up five of the top 
10 places after the second 
round, including three that 
are tied for third place with 
a score of 144. 

First is Carmel’s Elea-
nor Schuitema, who begins 
her junior year at Taylor 

University soon, rebounded 
from a first-round 75 to go 
three under in her second 
round, scoring 69. She has 
seven birdies to her credit so 
far, making two on Tuesday 
and five on Wednesday.

Noblesville’s Josie Kel-
ley posted 73 for her first 
round and scored a one un-
der 71 in the second round. 
She has made nine birdies 
so far, with four in the first 
round and five in the second 
round.

Kelley recently gradu-
ated from Noblesville and 
will play college golf for 
Eastern Kentucky.

Addi Kooi, a West-
field graduate now playing 
at Butler University, also 
scored 73 in the first round 
and went one under for a 
second-round score of 71. 
Kooi, now listed as from 
Noblesville on the IGA 
website, made three birdies 
on Tuesday and five more 
on Wednesday.

Sophie McGinnis, an-
other Westfield graduate 
playing for the Butler Bull-
dogs, is tied for sixth with a 
score of 145, posting 72 on 
Tuesday and 73 on Wednes-
day. McGinnis, now listed as 
from Zionsville, drained one 

birdie in the first round and 
four in the second round.

Carmel’s Michaela 
Headlee, a Carmel gradu-
ate playing for Purdue, is 
presently tied for ninth with 
146, scoring 74 in the first 
round and 72 in the second 
round. Headlee made one 
birdie on Tuesday and five 
on Wednesday.

The tournament con-
cludes with third round play 
today. Here is a list of Ham-
ilton County scores.

1. Claire Swathwood, 
Carmel 69-70=139, T3. El-
eanor Schuitema, Carmel 
75-69=144; Josie Kelley, No-

blesville 73-71=144; Addi Kooi, 
Noblesville 73-71=144, T9. 
Michaela Headlee, Carmel 74-
72=146, T11. Lauren Tibbets, 
Carmel 74-73=147; Samantha 
Brown, Westfield 70-77=147, 
T5. Lauren Stewart, Fishers 
76-75=151, T20. Jordan Adam, 
Noblesville 71-82=153, T26. 
Caroline Whallon, Noblesville 
78-77=155; Taylor Morrison, 
Atlanta 77-78=155, 31. Kamryn 
Williams, Carmel 79-77=156, 
T36. Janelle Garcia, Fishers 
82-77=159, T39. Maya Cieply, 
Fishers 76-85=161, 44. Presley 
White, Noblesville 84-79=163, 
T49. Olivia Fowler, Noblesville 
83-85=168.

Junior Tour stops at Richmond
The REPORTER

The Indiana Junior Golf 
tour visited the Richmond 
Elks Club on Thursday.

Here is a list of results 
for Hamilton County golf-
ers.

Boys 11-12: 1. Carsen 
Fegan, Fishers 73.

Boys 13-15: T2. Porter 

Bell, Noblesville 74, T9. Austin 
Carter, Carmel 84, T11. John 
Burchall, Fishers 85.

Boys 16-19: 2. Jack Bur-
ton, Carmel 77, T16. Andrew 
Carney, Westfield 85.

Girls 13-15: 1. Adalyn 
Malicoat, Noblesville 80, 2. 
Qianyu Liu, Carmel 85, 4. So-
phia Springirth, Carmel 96.

Golf

https://noblesvillesports.com/
https://www.talktodani.com/
https://www.joshuaherdphotography.com/
mailto:sports@readthereporter.com
https://iga.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/iga26/event/iga2682/contest/9/leaderboard.htm
https://iga.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/iga26/event/iga2682/contest/9/leaderboard.htm
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Reducing field event injuries 
focus of NFHS rule changes
The REPORTER

The National Federation 
of High Schools announced 
changes in high school track 
and field rules last week.

The main changes in-
volved two rule revisions 
that are intended to reduce 
injuries in field events, as 
publicized in a news release 
from the NFHS. 

“The two field events 
rules were among four revi-
sions recommended by the 
NFHS Track and Field Rules 
Committee at its meeting last 
month in Indianapolis,” said 
the release. “All changes 
were subsequently approved 
by the NFHS Rules Review 
Committee and NFHS Board 
of Directors.”

The release continues:
In an effort to reduce risk 

of injury during warmups in 
the shot put and discus, all 
attempts now must be made 
from inside the circle and 
facing the sector. No back-
ward, over-the-head attempts 
will be allowed.

The committee noted 
that warm-up attempts by 
athletes standing on the toe 
board with their backs to the 
sector are dangerous because 
competitors cannot see if the 
area is clear before throwing 
the implement. With the rule 
change next year, a clear line 
of sight will be available to 
make sure the landing area is 
safe prior to an attempt. 

Another safety-related 
change approved by the com-
mittee addresses the growing 
use of foreign substances on 
shoes in the throwing events. 
Language has been revised 
to provide coaches and offi-
cials with clearer guidance.

“Overall, the top priority 
for the rules committee is al-
ways the safety and well-be-

ing of the student-athletes, 
and this year’s committee 
meeting reflected that contin-
ued commitment,” said Julie 
Cochran, NFHS director of 
sports and middle schools 
and liaison to the Track and 
Field Rules Committee. 
“The rules committee con-
tinues to focus on minimiz-
ing risk in throws events and 
warm-ups to ensure a safer 
competitive environment. 
Overall, this was a highly 
productive meeting where 
the committee successfully 
balanced safety with practi-
cal rules revisions.”

The Track and Field 
Rules Committee also ap-
proved a revision in a rule 
change made last year in the 
vertical jumps, as well as a 
revision that provides games 
committees more flexibility 
in reporting for field events.  

A complete listing of the 
track and field rules chang-
es will be available on the 
NFHS website at NFHS.org. 
Click on “Sports” at the top 
of the home page and select 
“Track & Field” and then 
“Rules.” The print version of 
the 2027 Track and Field and 
Cross Country Rules Book 
will be available for pur-
chase in October at  NFHS.
com, and the digital version 
will be available in October 
via NFHS Digital at NFHS.
org. 

According to the 2024-
25 NFHS High School Ath-
letics Participation Survey, 
outdoor track and field is the 
most popular sport for girls 
with a total of 513,808 par-
ticipants in 17,373 schools, 
and it is the second-most 
popular sport for boys with a 
total of 644,235 participants 
in 17,390 schools across the 
country.

What a local golf star will soon have 
in common with Peyton Manning

By ANDREW CHERNOFF
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

It feels like Mac Myers 
lives on the golf course.

“I try to get out here sev-
en days a week, as long as 
the weather allows it,” My-
ers said.

The soon-to-be Zions-
ville High School junior is 
one of the best, young golfers 
in the state. He’s been show-
casing those skills at tourna-
ments all across the United 
States this year, including 
in Central Indiana. Myers 
actually led after the second 
round of this year’s Pete and 
Alice Dye Junior Invita-
tional at Crooked Stick Golf 
Club in Carmel.

“I try to balance some 
where I get to stay home, 
but this year I’ve been able 
to travel the country quite a 
bit, playing all over,” Myers 
said.

Myers has quickly made 
a name for himself across 
the country. He’s currently 
No. 53 in the American Ju-
nior Golf Association’s  na-
tional rankings.

“At the end of the day, 
it’s just you vs. you,” My-

ers said. “You’re 
just trying to 
put out the best 
score possible. 
And so I try and 
not let rankings 
bother me at all.”

Myers is 
hoping to carry 
that mindset to 
the next level 
when he plays 
college golf at 
the University of 
Tennessee. My-
ers committed 
to the Volunteers last month. 
It’s not lost on him that for-
mer Indianapolis Colts quar-
terback Peyton Manning 
played at Tennessee.

“That was honestly my 
original pull,” Myers said. 
“I’m in the 317 area code, 
so Peyton Manning’s a 
walking hero around here. 
And when I was younger, 
Tennessee was kind of al-
ways on my mind because 
you see it everywhere you 
go, pretty much. Anywhere 
where you see Peyton Man-
ning, you see the Universi-
ty of Tennessee. It’s great 
to be following in his foot-
steps, which I’m really ex-

cited for.”
Manning was a winner 

on the field and Myers is 
hoping to be a winner on 
the course as he continues to 
chase his dream of being a 
professional golfer.

“I’m going to give pro-
fessional golf a try,” Myers 
said. “And if I improve, I 
could definitely see myself 
going down that path. But, I 
could really see myself go-
ing into a local, profession-
al golfer and being able to 
teach other people the sport 
that I love so much.”

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV 
at wishtv.com/sports/golf/
mac-myers-tennessee-golf.

Photo courtesy WISH-TV
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Westfield’s Connor Maddox reached the Round of 16 in the 113-pound freestyle bracket at the U.S. 
Marine Corps Junior Nationals this week in Fargo, N.D.

Wrestling

County sends several
wrestlers to Fargo nationals
Westfield’s Maddox makes Round of 16 at 113 pounds
The REPORTER

Hamilton County sent 
several wrestlers to compete 
at the annual U.S. Marine 
Corps Junior Nationals, 
which is taking place at Far-
go, N.D.

Among the wrestlers 
competing is Westfield’s 
Connor Maddox. The in-
coming Shamrocks junior 
and last year’s IHSAA 
106-pound state champion 
reached the Round of 16 

in the 113-pound freestyle 
bracket. Maddox reached 
the final 16 by defeating De-
clan McKee of New York 
by a 10-0 technical fall in 
the Round of 32. 

Maddox fell to Analu 

Woode of Team Hawaii by 
a 7-4 decision in the Round 
of 16.

More results and pic-
tures from Fargo will appear 
in The Reporter’s Friday 
edition.
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