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TODAY’S WEATHER

Today: Partly to mostly cloudy,
with showers and storms,
mainly in the
afternoon.
Tonight: Scattered showers p

and storms.

HIGH: 85 LOW: 69
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Health Department confirms
West Nile Virus mosquito sample

The REPORTER

The Hamilton County
Health Department Vector Con-
trol Program has confirmed one
mosquito sample has tested pos-
itive for West Nile Virus (WNV)
from Founder’s Park in Carmel.

The detection of WNV activ-
ity is evidence that the disease is
present in Hamilton County, and
the public should take proper
precautions to stay protected.

For optimum protection
the Health Department recom-
mends people:

* Wear long sleeves, pants,
socks, and shoes when outdoors.

» Apply EPA-approved in-
sect repellent containing DEET,
Picaridin, or Oil of Lemon Eu-
calyptus to any exposed skin.

* Keep mosquitoes outside
by closing doors and windows
or making sure screens are in

good repair.

* Avoid outdoor activities at
dusk and dawn when the mos-
quitoes that transmit WNV are
most active.

In addition, all Hamilton
County residents are asked to do
the following to eliminate mos-
quito breeding sites around their
home:

* Remove all unneeded con-
tainers that hold water (tires,

cans, bottles, buckets, jars,
drums, and other trash or rub-
bish).

e Dump and invert wheel-
barrows and kiddie and toddler
pools when not in use.

* Change water in birdbaths
and pet bowls weekly.

* Inspect water in flowerpots
and plant containers weekly.

¢ Clean rain gutters.

* Drain and fill tire ruts, stag-

nant pools, and puddles.

* Place tight covers over cis-
terns, cesspools, septic tanks,
tubs, and rain barrels where wa-
ter is stored.

* Keep the margins of ponds
clear of vegetation and stock or-
namental ponds with top-feed-
ing minnows.

Inresponse to finding WNYV,
the Health Department will in-
crease surveillance and control
activities in the sample-positive
area. Adult mosquito fogging
will be conducted to rapidly
decrease the number of adult

HAMILTON COUNTY

HEALTH

DEPARTMENT

mosquitoes in the sample-pos-
itive area.

For current information
about Hamilton County sur-
veillance and control activities,
please visithamiltoncounty.in-
.gov/323/Mosquito-Control.
This site will be updated with
positive WNV mosquito re-
ports and spray schedules. Use
the “Notify Me” link to receive
future updates.

State of Indiana Mosqui-
to Borne surveillance activity
dashboards and data can be
found at this link.

Terhune (left).

Photos provided by Lisa Dick, Noblesville Lions Club
At their June meetings, the Noblesville Lions installed
2026-2027 officers and welcomed a new member.
(ABOVE) The 2026-2027 officers include (from left)
Secretary Dana Meyer, Treasurer Jeff Kozicki, Director
Joe Connerley, District 25 Past Council Chair Rocky
Simpson, 1st Vice President Josh Kozicki, President
Cheryl Helton, Marketing Chair Lisa Dick, Tail Twister
Mark Bachar, Director Lisa Rohe, Director Jeff Dick,
and Membership Chair Greg Clouse. (RIGHT) Katrina
Washington (center) was inducted as a new member
by Lion Julia Kozicki (right), with her sponsor John

Noblesville Lions induct new
member & install new officers

Actors Theatre of Indiana names
Dan McFeely as next executive director

The REPORTER

Actors Theatre of Indiana
(ATI) has announced the ap-
pointment of Dan McFeely as
its next Executive Director.

McFeely, a former ATI
Board Member and Past Presi-
dent of the organization, replac-
es Jim Reilly, who is retiring
from day-to-day activities, but
is remaining connected as Ex-
ecutive Director Emeritus.

McFeely, a Carmel resident
since 2007, has been active in
the city’s artistic and cultural
scene for many years. After a
long career as a professional
journalist with the Indianapo-
lis Star and smaller newspapers
around the state, he joined the
City of Carmel as a media rela-
tions and communications con-

sultant for 10 years.
While in that role, he
served as President
of the Carmel Christ-
kindlmarkt, the Car-
mel Clay Historical
Society and ATI. He
also briefly served on
the Board of the Car-
mel JazzFest celebra-

wife, Sue, are long
time members of the
Carmel Catholic Par-
ish community, first
at Our Lady of Mount
Carmel and then at
St. Elizabeth Seton,
where he has been a
part of several minis-
tries.

tion. McFeely “My 10 years

McFeely working within
also served as actors theatre City govern-
Carmel’s  liai- ment and eco-

son to the Sis-
ter Cities or-
ganization and
co-founded the

il

fdiindiana

nomic  devel-
opment opened
my eyes to the
power of Car-

Carmel Inter-
faith Alliance,
along with many other commu-
nity organizations. He and his

live. professional. theatre.

mel’s arts and
culture  heart-
beat that attracts many to want
to live, work, play and ultimate-

ly retire here,” McFeely said.
“My goal in my new role is to
explore ways to increase ATI’s
presence both in the communi-
ty and to our many regional and
statewide fans and supporters of
‘Broadway in your Backyard.””

McFeely began his role as
Executive Director on July 1.

ATI offers a huge thank you
to Jim Reilly for his years of
leadership and support to ATL
Reilly initially joined ATI as a
consultant in 2011, then transi-
tioned to the role of Executive
Director. After retiring for a
brief time, Reilly rejoined ATI
in 2025. He looks forward to his
“official” retirement and to con-
tinued support and enjoyment
of Actors Theatre of Indiana and
their amazing productions.

In sync at 250:
WE move as one

Whether in a swim-
ming pool, a class-
room, a workplace, or
a neighborhood, we
all have opportunities
to move in sync with
those around us. When
we choose collabora-
tion over competition,

COLUMNIST

POOJA THAKKAR

encouragement  over
criticism, and belong- | Testeof Community
——

ing over exclusion, we
create something far more beautiful than
any medal.

That feeling washed over me through-
out the 2026 USA Artistic Swimming Ju-
nior Olympic Championships in Ypsilanti,
Mich., near Ann Arbor. Even after a couple of
tongue-twisting moments trying to pronounce
the location before heading to the competi-
tion, I left with something much greater than
memories of routines and rankings.

I left believing, once again, that water
never discriminates.

The water doesn’t care where you come
from, what language you speak, your abili-
ties, or your background. Once the athletes
dive in, they become part of something
greater than themselves. Inclusion, diver-
sity, teamwork, and trust all move together
beneath the surface.

Artistic swimming is known for its grace-
ful choreography and breathtaking synchro-
nization, but the real magic often happens be-
hind the scenes. It lives in the countless early
morning practices, endless conditioning, and
the determination to perfect every movement.
It lives in coaches who never stop believing,
parents making sure their athletes stay fueled
through long competition days, and siblings
who patiently wait between events while
helping with glitter, hair gel, bobby pins,
snacks, and endless encouragement.

Everyone has a role. That is what makes
a team.

USA Artistic Swimming’s message,
“We Are One Team,” echoed throughout
the championship weekend.

See In Sync . . . Page 2

Study links daily Al
use to higher risk of

depression & anxiety

By GINA GLAROS
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Artificial Intelligence, or Al for short,
has made its way into our everyday lives.
Today, more than 65 percent of people use
Al on a regular basis. While it can make
life easier, some research shows Al may be
harmful to your mental health.

Today, more than one in five Americans
has a mental illness.

“The rates of things like anxiety and
depression and burnout have skyrocketed,”
said Emily Anhalt, Psy.D., Psychoanalytic
Psychologist.

It’s also a global issue.

“There’s a 25 percent increase in men-
tal health problems worldwide, that’s an
enormous number when you think of all
the people in the world,” said Jodi Halpern,
MD, PhD, Co-Director of the Kavli Center
for Ethics, Science, and the Public School
of Public Health at UC Berkeley.

New research suggests Al could be
adding to the problem. In a 2026 study in
JAMA Network Open, researchers found
Al usage was linked to a higher risk of de-
pression, anxiety, and irritability. Specifi-
cally, the odds of moderate depression were
30 percent higher among those who used Al
at least daily.

However, the recent trend has been us-
ing Al to help mental illnesses. People are
using chatbots for online therapy in place of
real therapists. The pros are it’s accessible,
easy, cheap, and private. However, experts
warn there’s not enough scientific data or
oversight when it comes to Al therapy. In
short, Al shouldn’t be a substitute for thera-
py with a real person.

See AI Depression . .. Page 2
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“If what you’re getting is
an artificial relationship, then
what you’re getting is artifi-
cial healing,” said Anhalt.

“Technology is a good
thing, but everything needs
to be used in a way that
cares about people,” said
Dr. Halpern.

Al can be tricky. One
study found only about 33
percent of consumers think
they are using Al platforms,
but the actual usage is 77

from Page 1

percent.

Earlier this year, char-
acter.ai and Google settled
multiple lawsuits alleging
that their chatbots contribut-
ed to mental health crises and
suicides among teenagers.

This story was origi-
nally published by WISH-
TV at wishtv.com/news/
health-spotlight/study-
links-daily-ai-use-to-high-
er-risk-of-depression-and-
anxiety.
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News & Opinion

Lane & ramp closures
planned on 1-69 this weekend

The REPORTER

Clear Path 465 crews are
expected to shift traffic onto
new Interstate 69 roadway
in northeast Indianapolis.
The traffic shift will allow
crews to continue building
new lanes along the corri-
dor.

In order to complete the
shift, overnight lane and
ramp closures are scheduled
over the weekend to prepare
the roadway. Crews will

move barrier walls, apply
pavement markings, and in-
stall new traffic signals.
Drivers should expect
lane restrictions on Binford
Boulevard and 75th Street
to continue into the daytime
on Saturday during traffic
signal work.
Drivers can expect the
following restrictions:
Thursday, July 9
(9 p-m. to 6 a.m.)
* Ramp from eastbound

1-465 to Allisonville Road
closed
Friday, July 10
(9p.m. to 6 a.m.)

* Ramp from eastbound
1-465 to Allisonville Road
closed

* Ramp from 82nd Street
to northbound I-69 closed

 Ramp from north-
bound I-465 to northbound
1-69 reduced to one lane

e One lane closed on
northbound Binford Bou-

levard/I-69 between the
1-69/1-465 interchange and
82nd Street
Friday, July 10 at 9 p.m.
to Saturday, July 11
at 6 p.m.

* 75th Street reduced to
one lane in each direction
between Kitley Avenue and
Knue Road

e Binford Boulevard
reduced to one lane in

See I-69 . . . Page 4
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While sitting in the
bleachers for hours, I no-
ticed another  parent’s
T-shirt that instantly made
me smile. It read, “Some
people wait their whole
life to meet their favorite
athlete. I’m raising mine.”

That message resonat-
ed with me more than they
could have imagined.

Here’s a fun fact: this
proud swim mom still needs
a life jacket in a three-foot
pool!  Meanwhile, I'm
proudly raising an athlete
who wears chlorine as her
perfume.

I still laugh remember-
ing our Mommy and Me
swim class when my daugh-
ter was just four months old.
She happily splashed, made
bubbles, and sang songs
while I tried my best to keep
a brave poker face. Before
every class, I quietly asked
the instructor, “Can you
please keep an eye on me ...
just in case?”

¥ the Web

Search for HCTVY
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Thankfully, my daugh-
ter inherited the love of wa-
ter — not my fear of it.

Watching her now per-
form with complete con-
fidence reminds me that
courage isn’t always about
being fearless. Sometimes

it’s about encouraging
someone else to dive into
opportunities we  never

imagined for ourselves.

My daughter’s team
performed a combination
routine inspired by the jun-
gle. At first, each swimmer
represented animals staying
alert, separated from preda-
tors and uncertainty. As the
routine unfolded, they grad-
ually came together, trust-
ing one another completely
while remaining perfectly
synchronized beneath the
water’s surface.

Watching ~ them, I
couldn’t help but think
about the lesson hidden

within their performance.
Life often encourages us to
focus on our differences. Yet
nature reminds us that surviv-
al —and flourishing — depends
on working together. Imagine
what our communities could
become if we spent less en-
ergy competing against one
another and more energy
building trust, respecting dif-
ferences, and creating spaces
where everyone.

What a beautiful meta-
phor for life that felt famil-
iar ...

Instead of allowing our
differences to divide us, we
can choose to come togeth-
er, work together, and create
communities where every-
one belongs.

On July 4, 2026 — Amer-
ica’s  semiquincentennial

celebrating 250 years of
independence — my daugh-
ter’s team achieved a mile-
stone of their own. Their
combo routine earned 10th
place in the nation, the
club’s highest national fin-
ish since 2018.

That accomplishment
wasn’t built in one per-
formance. It was earned
through an entire year of
commitment, perseverance,
teamwork, and believing in
one another.

As the evening fireworks
illuminated the Michigan
sky after catching part of the
local Fourth of July parade,

WITH

RRTIETIE SWIMMING
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I couldn’t help but reflect on
the many ways we celebrate
greatness.

Sometimes it comes
with medals.
Sometimes it comes

with memories.

And  sometimes, it
comes from watching a
group of young athletes re-
mind us that when we move
together with trust, respect,
and purpose, we all make a
bigger splash.

Pooja Thakkar is work-
ing to build cultural connec-
tions. You can read her col-
umn each week in the pages
of The Reporter.

@\\(

THERE ARE

MILLIONS

©

INDIANA
UNCLAIMED

OF DOLLARS

WAITING TO BE CLAIMED.

Take a second to search for yourself,
your friends and your family!

VISIT IndianaUnclaimed.Gov
TEXT "FIND" to 46220

SCAN our
QR code here

s (focliirtis Fonef: ==

5719

(T

10000456 ?A000 oooo s *0oon



https://qr.io/r/jo4nQy
https://www.wishtv.com/news/health-spotlight/study-links-daily-ai-use-to-higher-risk-of-depression-and-anxiety
https://www.wishtv.com/news/health-spotlight/study-links-daily-ai-use-to-higher-risk-of-depression-and-anxiety
https://www.wishtv.com/news/health-spotlight/study-links-daily-ai-use-to-higher-risk-of-depression-and-anxiety
https://www.wishtv.com/news/health-spotlight/study-links-daily-ai-use-to-higher-risk-of-depression-and-anxiety
https://www.wishtv.com/news/health-spotlight/study-links-daily-ai-use-to-higher-risk-of-depression-and-anxiety
https://hctv1.com/
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter/videos

," .\l’t P, .-.:3._- " g .:_
\ ) j 4 4'(.-"-— i

{‘ f‘(t\ “““ })l:iv, ’
foly /‘««“\\ W 'W 1’z
\i(” ") 5{}2\‘\ ‘
RN

/s.\\‘\

1/
A

FRIDAY Sﬁe&f!g!gg

Concerts startat /pm  Gates open at 6 pm

f W | i | Eroi
L] AN i Tl

.I-."r =
'3 .' =
i : '11 .I‘l

,,qnﬁm‘-‘ 4k ﬁ,:-“}"

Mellencougar

%/ America 250 Belebratlon

* * * x

IEI L,.Eh |

Scan the QR code
to purchase tickets or by going
to myhamiltoncountyparks.com.



http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com

4

1-69

each direction between the
1-69/1-465 interchange and
71st Street
Saturday, July 11
(9 p-m. to 6 a.m. unless
otherwise noted)

* Ramp from 82nd Street
to northbound I1-69 closed
(to open by 10 a.m. Sunday)

 Ramp from north-
bound 1-465 to northbound
1-69 reduced to one lane

* One lane closed on
northbound Binford Bou-
levard/I-69 between the
1-69/1-465 interchange and
82nd Street

Delays are expected.

Drivers should plan ahead
and seek alternate routes
when possible. Actual dates
and anticipated work may
be adjusted if inclement

from Page 1

weather or other unforeseen
circumstances occur.

Indiana Safe Zones

The Safe Zones speed
control program remains
active in the Clear Path
construction zone. This pro-
gram uses automated sys-
tems to monitor speeds in
specified work zones. The
goal of the program is to
keep workers, drivers, and
their passengers safe by re-
ducing excessive speeding
in work zones. It’s import-
ant to slow down in con-
struction zones and drive
without distractions. Learn
more about Safe Zones at
SafeZonesIN.com.

For schedule updates,
follow the project at Clear-
Path465.com.

News

Indiana sees significant drop
in number of homeless veterans

By TIM SPEARS
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Indiana saw a significant
decline in veteran home-
lessness last year, despite
the total number of home-
less people rising across the
state.

According to the U.S.
Department of Housing
and Urban Development
(HUD) annual estimation
of the homeless popula-
tion, known as the Point in
Time (PIT) count, Indiana
saw an 18.7 percent decline
in veteran homelessness in
2025 compared to the year
before.
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That marked the sec-
ond-largest decline of any
state by percentage.

Helping Veterans and
Families (HVAF) of Indi-
ana specializes in assistance
for veterans facing home-
lessness. CEO Emmy Hil-
debrand told News 8§ the for-
mula that’s finding success is
the same that works with any
at-risk group: housing and
wrap-around services.

Hildebrand said that the
formula needs support from
the state.

“There is no state fund-
ing supportlng homeless
services in our state,” Hil-
debrand said. “And very
little local funding outside
Indianapolis.”

Safety net programs have
faced budget cuts, with law-
makers eliminating fund-
ing for the Housing First
program in 2025. It sup-
ported organizations helping
people secure stable housing.

And housing advocates
have criticized Indiana’s
public camping ban as es-
sentially making it illegal to
be homeless.

HVAF  client  Terri
Massey, a 34-year-old Navy
veteran, said the stigma of
being homeless was the
most difficult challenge to
overcome.

“I’m still trying to pro-
vide for my kids,” Massey
said “I’m (not) out here be-
ing lazy or not trying to do
better.”

Massey was working,
supporting her children,
but found herself sleeping
in cars and hotel rooms be-
cause she didn’t have sta-
ble housing. “Going to that
work, working 10 hours,
leaving, going to sleep in
my car.”

HVAF  helped place
Massey in a permanent
apartment. HVAF  also
placed Massey in a different
kind of “bootcamp” years
after her time in the military,
learning job skills. She’s
looking for a job, but thank-
ful to do it from a place she
can call home.

“I am beyond grateful
and thankful. I literally pray
and thank God every day,”
Massey said. “Because for
the longest I felt like I was
alone. And I had to figure
everything out by myself. I
didn’t.”

It’s estimated that seven
percent of Indiana’s home-
less are veterans. Hildeb-
rand said there are federal
funds for organizations
working  with  veterans,
which support HVAF’s pro-
grams.

Still, finding permanent
housing is a struggle.

According to the Na-
tional Low Income Hous-
ing Coalition, for every
100 extremely low-income
households in Indiana, just
34 rental homes are afford-
able and available.

“There are so many
people on the bubble that
are just one emergency
away from living in their
car, staying with friends
and family, or living on the
streets because we don’t
have the appropriate sys-
tem here in Indiana,” Hil-
debrand said.

Hildebrand said lawmak-
ers assured her they would
work to support homeless
services, but she hasn’t seen
any drafted legislation that
might be introduced in the
next legislative session.

Across the country,
about one in 25 people ex-
periencing  homelessness
previously served active

duty in the armed forces,
according to numbers from
HUD. Veteran homeless-
ness declined 56 percent be-
tween 2009 and 2025.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV
at wishtv.com/news/i-team/
indiana-veteran-homeless-
ness-reduction.

Indiana customers to receive
$350K in bill assistance from
Duke Energy this summer

The REPORTER

Duke Energy is dedicat-
ing $350,000 in financial as-
sistance to help Indiana cus-
tomers pay their energy bills
this summer. This assistance
comes from the company’s
“Summer Energy Assistance
Credit Program,” which
is funded by Duke Energy
shareholders.

How it works

Duke Energy works with
the Indiana Community Ac-
tion Association to distribute
funds through local Energy
Assistance Program (EAP)
agencies to qualifying cus-
tomers to pay energy bills,
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The  Summer
Energy Assistance
Credit  Program
is available to
EAP-eligible cus-
tomers.

Qualifying cus-
tomers can receive
up to a $250 credit annually on
their account.

Individuals should contact
their local EAP agency to see
if they are eligible. Click here
to find a list of service provid-
ers by county.

“Our Summer Energy
Assistance Credit Program is
available to help Hoosiers with
seasonal bills that can go up
with increased energy use sim-
ilar to what we experienced
over the last couple of weeks,”
Duke Energy Indiana Presi-
dent Stan Pinegar said. “We
work hand in hand with local
community action agencies to
connect our customers with
this financial support, and we
also offer additional programs
and tools to help manage en-
ergy use when the summer
heat plays a large role in what
customers see on their bills.
We encourage any customer
struggling to pay their electric
bill to take advantage of these
tools and immediately contact
our customer service team.”
More savings programs

and assistance

Duke Energy offers a

3.50

Community#,

| rate maturity terms are available.

%

APY*

.80

Pinegar

number of other
tools and resourc-
es to help custom-
ers take control of
their energy use
and save money,
including:

* Payment As-
sistance Finder, a
free online tool
that directs cus-
tomers to local assistance re-
sources in their area through
a simple ZIP code search.

* Usage Alerts that send
customers a notification of
how much electricity they
are using and its cost mid-
way through their billing
cycle so they can make ad-
justments before their bill-
ing period ends.

* The “Smart Usage
Option” — a new time-of-
use rate for residential cus-
tomers that helps them save
on their bills by shifting
typical household chores to
times when there is less de-
mand for power.

* Free Home Energy
House Calls, where ener-
gy professionals assess a
home in-person or virtually
for efficiency and provide
customers with a toolkit of
energy-saving devices.

¢ Installment payment
plans for customers need-

ing flexibility.
To learn more about
these  programs,  visit

duke-energy.com/Season-
alSavings.

%

APY*
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News 5

E-bikes invasion hits Cicero

Police Department educates community on e-rules of the real road

Cicero Police Department presented a program on the new e-bike rules and e-bike safety. Officer Dominique Smith explained the rules
and answered questions. Police Chief Jeff Rednour cooked hot dogs for the crowd and Cicero Friends of the Park provided the food. Kyle
Thompson and Pizza House gave coupons for a 10-inch pizza, and Brett Morrow gave four $25 gift cards to Cicero Market. This was a
community event with Department of Natural Resources Officer Billy Doss adding information. The Cicero Parks Department and the
Cicero Fire Department also helped out. Special thanks to Sierra Fisher and Katie Swarm for setup and food service. (Photos provided)
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American Bank

of Freedom &=

www.americanbankoffreedom.bank ———

Save time and open your account online!

Certificate of Deposit Specials
3 Months 6 Months 12 Months

3.65%  3.65% 3.65:%.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is current as of this issue and subject to change at any time. APY
assumes that interest remains on deposit until maturity. Minimum deposit of $1,000 to open this
account with a maximum deposit of $240,000 per account. Minimum balance requirement of $1,000 to
earn interest. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Accounts may be
subject to other fees, contact your local branch to learn more.

APPLIES TO NEW DEPOSITS ONLY.

American Bank of Freedom, Member FDIC.

Stop by or call your local branch today to learn more!

14611 N. Gray Road
Westfield, IN 46062
(463) 622-2930

Member



http://americanbankoffreedom.bank

BUSINESS CARDS
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Historical tuckpointing
Foundation repair & replacement
All things masonry

3150 E. SR 32
Westfield

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events. ?\

nea

myhamiltoncountyparks.com « 317-770-4400

* Grant Research

* Proposal Writing
* Planning

= Other Fundraising

GRANTS & MORE

Your Road To Fundraising Success!

(317) 750-1204

www.greenavenue.info + amys@greenavenue.info

NOBLE BUSINESS ADVISORS

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Wendy Stevens cpra, CcGMA, MSA
Certified Business Advisor

Phone | 317.281.9063 » Fax | 317.219.0510
wendy.stevens@wstevenscpa.com
52 South 9th Street, Suite 3 » Noblesville, IN 46060
www.wstevenscpa.com

W, Shevens LLP DEA Noble Business Advisons

Thanks for reading!

News

New DCS director talks ‘challenge’ of
implementing new child welfare laws

By MARGUERITE
INCARDONE

WISH-TV | wishtv.com

The Indiana Department
of Child Services is imple-
menting new laws that will
require the state agency to
be more transparent when a
child dies from abuse or ne-
glect.

Kara Kenney with Indi-
ana’s [-Team sat down with
the new director at the In-
diana Department of Child
Services, Jennifer Dorfmey-
er, to talk about how they’re
making those changes.

Dorfmeyer took over
as DCS director in January
2026.

The agency has spent
months preparing to imple-
ment several new child wel-
fare laws that took effect July
L.

“It is a big change, and
we are still working through
the details of how it looks in
practice,” said Dorfmeyer.

Dorfmeyer said they’ve
spent a lot of time meeting
with legal experts, stake-
holders, lawmakers, and
others to implement multiple
new laws.

They’ve also provided
information and training to
the agency’s 4,000 employ-
ees.

“We have specific train-
ings, we have web-based
trainings, we have in-person
trainings, consultation with
our attorneys; we really just
kind of spread wide and deep
to make sure that everybody
gets the message,” said Dorf-
meyer.

“Kinsleigh’s law,” or
HEA 1036, will require In-
diana Department of Child
Services case workers to see
a child in person within 30
days of closing a case.

“This is really codifying
what we feel is best prac-
tice,” said Dorfmeyer. “It
just requires that we have
eyes on these children before
we close the case. We see
them, we know that safety
is present, and that we’re not
leaving loose ends.”

Kinsleigh died in 2024
of starvation. Her mother,
Toni McClure, is criminally
charged in Marion County
with murdering Kinsleigh.

Another new law, HEA
1257, says that within five
days of a child’s death or
near-death from abuse or
neglect, DCS is required to
publicly report any current
or past involvement with the
child.

“I believe that we’ll be
able to say the basics,” said
Dorfmeyer. “Such as, we

were involved, we were pro-
viding services, and so it may
look a little more generic, but
I think this will also evolve
as we learn more about what
implementation looks like.”
Dorfmeyer emphasizes
they still have to protect a
family’s privacy. So far, the
biggest roadblock is making
sure they follow federal law.
Starting July 1, DCS
must share public summaries
on child fatalities through-
out the year, including any
actions taken by DCS in re-
sponse to a child’s case.
DCS will also have to
overhaul its annual fatality
report and will provide pub-
lic summaries on child fatali-
ties throughout the year.
“There’s actually been
a lot of work in this space
getting ready for this, and I
think that you will all appre-
ciate what you see at the end,
the end result, which will be
going live fairly soon,” said
Dorfmeyer. “We have really
looked at the Arizona model
and the way that they share
their fatality information,
and so we’ll have a dash-
board that shows different
icons that show what type of
occurrence may have hap-
pened. So, was it a drowning,
was it hot car?”
The new portal will in-

clude substantiated abuse and
neglect deaths that happened
on or after July 1, 2026.

“It is a big deal,” said
Dorfmeyer. “I think that we
will have bumps, and we will
have successes, and a lot of
great, wonderful things, and
as well as problems as we
move forward in implemen-
tation, but I think it’s a chal-
lenge that we’re all excited to
take.”

DCS will also include
the names of judges involved
with cases where a child
ended up dying from abuse
or neglect.

“I think that that will just
show transparency about
how decisions are made,”
said Dorfmeyer. “I consider
our judges are partners, and
I think that it’s oversight that
is important for the child-
hood welfare system. I don’t
believe a government agency
should make these decisions
without that level of over-
sight and partnership.”

Currently, it takes an av-
erage of 477 days for a child
in the system to find a perma-
nent home, including adop-
tion.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV
at  wishtv.com/news/i-team/
indiana-dcs-transparen-
cy-laws-2.

AFL-CIO Indiana endorses Devon
Wellington for Indiana House District 29

Submitted

The AFL-CIO Indiana
has announced its endorse-
ment of Devon Wellington
for Indiana House of Repre-
sentatives District 29.

“I’m honored to be en-
dorsed by the AFL-CIO,”
Wellington said. “These are
the people who build our
schools, keep our hospitals
running, and fix our roads.
Their recognition is proof
this campaign is focused on
working Hoosiers. That’s
who I’'m running for.”

Wellington, a small
business owner and policy
expert with 15 years of ex-
perience in education poli-
cy, has made standing up for
working families the center-
piece of her campaign.
Why this endorsement
matters for District 29

The AFL-CIO Indiana
represents working people
from every sector: teachers,
nurses, construction work-

ers, first respond-
ers, and more.
Wellington  says
she believes that
the people who
build communi-
ties deserve repre-
sentation that puts

weekends off,
job safety, and
the ability to take
care of a family
member without
losing  stability.
That’s the kind of
work I want to do

them first. in Indianapolis.”
“l started my . The endorse-

career  working Wellington ment  validates

with kids with disabilities, Wellington’s commitment

making sure no one got left
out,” Wellington said. “And
you know what I learned?
The things that work for
those kids work for all
kids. When teachers check
who’s struggling early and
often instead of waiting for
a kid to fail, or build extra
help into the lesson instead
of pulling a kid out after
the fact, all kids benefit. 1
see the same thing with the
AFL-CIO. When they stand
up for workers, it’s not just
union members who ben-
efit. All of us benefit from

to representing the people
who actually live in District
29. For voters in Noblesville
and Fishers, it’s proof that
she understands what’s at
stake: dignity for hardwork-
ing families who want to af-
ford their basic needs with-
out a car repair, medical bill,
or property tax bill throwing
them off balance.
Wellington  continued,
“AFL-CIO represents what
we can achieve when we
build employment environ-
ments that put a person over
a bottom line and human

dignity over a sharcholder
call. Our local economies
are made up of real people
who want a full life — we
want to work hard, but we
also want that hard work re-
spected enough that we can
enjoy the rest of our life,
too. For people in District
29, that balance is disap-
pearing. AFL-CIO has been
on the front lines of making
sure workers are protected.”
“People are tired of feel-
ing like nobody’s listening,”
Wellington said. “I’ve spent
my career showing up and
getting to work when I see
something that needs fix-
ing. The AFL-CIO stands
with workers wherever they
are, and when they endorse
someone, it’s because they
know that person will ac-
tually listen and then do
something about it. That’s
what I plan to keep doing.”
Learn more about the can-
didate at VoteDevon.com.

CARMEL FISHERS

FOR DEALS!

NOBLESVILLE

CLAIM YOUR PASS

= Use to earn deals and promo offers at 60+
participating restaurants on the Tenderloin Trail™

WESTFIELD

TenderloinTuesday.com

NORTHERN TOWNS

visit
hamilton
.county
indiana
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Why did the
multitudes of
poor, sick, and
sin-sick  people
flock to Jesus?
Why do we see
poor people in

COLUMNIST
—

God’s grace. Why
is that? ANSWER:
Because they do
not realize their
own sinfulness. Or
they do not under-
stand just how aw-

other  countries ful their sins are
lining up to be before God. Those
baptized into | CURTISCOOPER | who do not will
Christ, but not [ThinkonTheseThings | gimply sit in their
here? Why do T sins.

evangelists have better suc-
cess with people in prisons
(or jails) than with people
on the outside? Ever won-
der why that is?

My answer is in question
form: Why is it easier to sell
parkas to people in Alaska
than in Florida? ANSWER:
Because folks in Alaska rec-
ognize their need and Flo-
ridians do not see a need.

Why does anybody buy
anything? Because we are
convinced we need it. Any
good salesman knows his
best customer is someone in
need of what he is selling.
Sadly, I do not need many
things I think I need, while
many things 1 need go by
the wayside because I do not
realize my need. Why will a
man who refuses to exercise
and eat good food suddenly
start doing so after a heart
attack? Does he sudden-
ly need exercise and good
food? No, but the medical
emergency made him aware
of the need. The same can be
true of spiritual needs.

We need God’s grace be-
cause of sin. Sadly, far too
few people realize they need

Our story begins in Gen-
esis, which means “begin-
ning.” It is appropriate for
the book because Genesis
tells of many beginnings,
like the beginning of the
world, mankind, the family,
God’s promises, His nation,
and His plan.

But it also tells us of an-
other beginning — the begin-
ning of sin.

Can you imagine what
it must have been like to
live in the Garden of Eden?
Think of the beauty, the lei-
sure, the peace, the joy, the
happiness, etc. Adam and
Eve walked and talked di-
rectly with God. Work was
easy. Relationships were
happy. Even the law was
pretty limited: Tend the
garden. Be fruitful and mul-
tiply. Do not eat from the
tree of knowledge of good
and evil. There was no hurt,
pain, sickness, sadness, or
loneliness. The world was
good. Life was good.

Why do we not live in
that world? What changed?

Sin changed everything
(Genesis 3:1-6). The serpent
convinced Eve that God’s

Faith & Opinion
——Good news from Stony Creek Church of Christ——

Seeing our need for grace: sin

laws were holding her back
from the greatest blessings.
He pointed her to the forbid-
den tree and convinced her to
take a bite. Eve turned to her
husband and convinced him.

In that moment, every-
thing changed. Sin entered
our world. Death reigned,
through sin (Romans 5:12).

Genesis goes on to show
the consequences of sin.
Pain in childbearing and
hardship in marriage en-
tered the world because of
sin (Genesis 3:16). Struggle
with work entered because
of sin (Genesis 3:17-19).
Sin destroys relationships
like those of siblings and
murder happened among
brothers (Genesis 4). The
world was destroyed by a
flood because of sin (Gene-
sis 6-8). But even in the new
world, sin reared its ugly
head which impacted not
nations (Genesis 9:20-27).
And so on.

Sin has been passed
from father to son and
mother to daughter since the
beginning, not by birth or
inheritance, but by example

and pattern.
All have sinned (Ro-
mans 3:23). You have

sinned. I have sinned. We all
have sinned and fallen short
of God’s glory. Genesis
wants us to understand the
nature of sin. Over and over
again sin caused every prob-
lem mankind faced through-
out the book. Do you think
it is different today?

What are we to grasp

from this? Sin is what caus-
es our problems. Foremost,
sin has separated us from
our Creator (Isaiah 59:2)
(and it may do so eternally
without God’s grace) and,
as a result, sin created every
struggle we face. Sin does
nothing but cause pain and
problems.

Certainly, there is some
pleasure, otherwise, there
would be no temptation, but
is it worth it? How sweet
and juicy was the fruit that
Adam and Eve ate? Was it
worth the consequences and
all we see in the world to-
day? How sweet were the
sins you have committed in
your life? Were they worth
all the pain, broken relation-
ships, wounded friends, es-
tranged family, loneliness,
and isolation?

Would you like to over-
come that? Would you like
to be set free from that? Then
do something about your sin.
You need God’s grace. Turn
to Him. Repent of your sins
and be baptized for the for-
giveness of your sins (Acts
2:38). Then live in His grace
(Romans 6:1-4).

Visitors are welcome
and valued. We meet at
15530 Herriman Blvd., No-
blesville. Our phone num-
ber is (463) 287-0664. We
meet for Sunday morning
Bible Study at 10 a.m. and
have classes for all ages.
Worship begins at 11 a.m.
and we have a Bible Study
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. A
warm welcome awaits!

“Jesus said unto them, “Go into all the world
and preach the gospel to every creature.

But he who does
not believe will be condemned.”

STONY CREEK
CHURCH OF CHRIST

SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE. - EPHESIANS 4:15

15530 Herriman Blvd, Noblesville, IN 46060

(BEHIND THE DOCTOR’S OFFICE AT THE STOP SIGN)

e 463-287-0664
speakingtruthinlove4.15@gmail.com
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Letter to the Editor

Richie Hall
will be missed

Dear Editor:

Hamilton County sports received some bad news
when Richie Hall announced that he is leaving as Sports
Editor of the Hamilton County Reporter.

Richie has been writing and reporting sports for
over 27 years. He was recruited by the legendary Don
Jellison to join him in reporting sports for Hamilton
County. Following Don’s leadership, Richie learned
well and has done an amazing job of covering all Ham-
ilton County Sports on all the county teams for both
boys and girls.

Richie’s departure leaves a large void.

When deciding to come to Noblesville in 1975, as
basketball coach, two key points that stood out to me
were that Noblesville had a radio station and a daily
newspaper. Both were a great way to promote a basket-
ball program and the student athletes. The radio station
left several years ago and now the newspaper coverage
is gone.

I think the real losers are the Hamilton County ath-
letes. To have your game covered by the media or your
name mentioned in the newspaper is always exciting
for high school athletes.

Thanks, Richie, for all you did for Hamilton County
sports — YOU WILL BE MISSED!

Dave Nicholson

Noblesville

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can
submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter
will publish one letter per person per week.

Thanks for reading
The Reporter!

MARK

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY
10:00 AM

SUNDAY WORSHIP
11:00 AM

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
7:00 PM

When weather IS unpredictable, you can trust

Your Hometown Weatherman!
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Madmen
July 31

Scan the QR code
to purchase tickets or by going
to myhamiltoncountyparks.com.
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Submitted

Don’t let ticks take a bite
out of your summer.

With the Centers for
Disease Control reporting
that tick bites in the Mid-
west nearly doubled over
the past year, Indiana Uni-
versity Kokomo experts
explain what’s driving the
increase, how to prevent
tick bites, and what to do if
you’re bitten.

Angela Opsahl, dean of
the School of Nursing and
Allied Health Professions
(SNAHP), and Christian
Chauret, professor of mi-
crobiology, agreed finding
a tick on your body is not
a reason to go to the emer-
gency room — but it is a
reason to watch for symp-
toms of tick-borne diseases
like Lyme disease, a bac-
terial infection transmit-
ted by blacklegged (deer)
ticks, or Alpha-gal syn-
drome (AGS), a potentially
life-threatening red meat
and dairy allergy triggered
by specific tick bites.

“People  should be
aware of the risks, but not
panic if they see a tick on
their skin,” Chauret said.
“It’s important to under-
stand what the risks are,
how to prevent them, what
symptoms might be, and
how to monitor for that.”

Why are there
more ticks?

Chauret said warmer,

shorter  winters
are the primary
reason for the
increase in ticks,
giving them a
better chance
of surviving.
Growing  deer
populations have

News

IU Kokomo microbiology & nursing
professors offer tick bite prevention tips

gear, with Per-
methrin five per-
cent,” she said, or
buy pre-treated
apparel. She add-
ed that this pre-
ventative should
not go directly on
the skin.

also contributed,
along with con-
tinued residential
development in
formerly wooded
areas.

“With the in-
creased popula-
tion of deer across
the Midwest, that
means more hosts
for deer ticks,” he
said. “With more
hosts, there are more ticks.
As we build in their habi-
tats, people are also living
in closer proximity to deer
and ticks.”

Can | prevent tick

bites?

Opsahl said preventing
tick bites in the first place is
the best medicine.

Ticks live in grassy,
brushy, wooded areas, so
anyone spending time out-
doors should be aware of
where they might be en-
countered. Insect repellants
designed for use on clothing
and gear can help keep ticks
away.

“If you’re going to be
outside, you can treat your
clothing, your shoes, your

Opsahl

“On di-
rect skin, use
EPA-registered
insect repellants
that contain
DEET, picaridin,
oil of lemon, or
eucalyptus,” she
said, with sun-
screen  applied
before the repel-
lant if both are
being used.

Opsahl noted that chil-
dren younger than 3 should
not use those products but
should be watched closely
and checked thoroughly
for ticks.

When returning in-
doors, she recommends
taking off clothing that
may have been exposed
to ticks immediately and
washing them and drying
on high heat for 30 min-
utes, as well as doing a
thorough body check for
ticks.

Pets should also be
treated with preventatives
and checked before enter-
ing the house.

An avid outdoorsman,
Chauret said he tries to

stay in the middle of a trail
when he hikes to avoid
tall grass on the edges that
could have ticks. He also
suggested wearing long
pants and tucking the pant
hems into your socks, since
ticks are most likely to
come up from the ground.
What do I do if I find

a tick on myself or

someone else?

If you find a tick, Op-
sahl said to use fine tipped
tweezers to gently lift the
tick with steady, even
pressure and no twisting,
and then to clean the site
with soap and water. If
soap and water isn’t avail-
able, rubbing alcohol or
hand sanitizer will also
work.

Finding a tick is not
a reason to see a medical
professional, but she rec-
ommended saving the tick
in a plastic bag or contain-
er and watching for symp-
toms for 30 days.

“If you start having
fever or chills, if you start
feeling fatigued, have
headaches, or muscle or
joint pain, or the distinct
bullseye rash, it’s time to
see a medical provider,”
she said, adding that Lyme
disease can be treated
with antibiotics. There’s
no cure for AGS, which
is primarily spread by the
lone star tick, but symp-
toms can be managed.

Meeting Notices

The Carmel Advisory Commit-
tee on Disability will meet at 9:30
a.m. Tuesday, July 14, 2026, in
Meeting Room C at Carmel Clay
Public Library, 425 E. Main St.

The  Sheridan ~ Community
Schools Board of Trustees will meet
at 6:30 p.m. Monday, July 13, 2026,
in the Board Room at Sheridan
High School, 24185 Hinesley Road.

The Hamilton Heights School
Corporation Board of Trustees will
meet at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, July
15,2026, in the Board Room at the
Hamilton Heights Student Activity
Center, 420 W. North St., Arcadia.

The Noblesville Police Merit
Commission meeting scheduled
for Wednesday, July 15, 2026, has
been canceled.

The Noblesville Firefighter Merit
Commission will meet in an execu-
tive session at 3:30 p.m. Thursday,
July 23, 2026, pursuant to IC 5-14-
1.5-6.1(b)(9) to discuss a job per-
formance evaluation or employment
matters of individual employees.

A regular meeting will follow
at 4 p.m. in the courtroom of the
Public Safety Building, 135 S. 9th

St., Noblesville.

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) The Hamilton County Personnel Commit-
tee will meet to discuss personnel issues at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, July 16,
2026, in Conference Room 1A at the Hamilton County Government and
Judicial Center, 1 Hamilton County Square, Noblesville.

36-1-10 or IC 36-1-11.

Tomlinson Road, Suite B.

The Westfield Washington Schools will meet in an executive session
at 5:45 p.m. Tuesday, July 14, 2026, for discussion of strategy with re-
spect to any of the following: (D) A real property transaction including:
(i) a purchase; (ii) a lease as lessor; (iii) a lease as lessee; (iv) a transfer;
(v) an exchange; or (vi) a sale; by the governing body up to the time
a contract or option is executed by the parties. This clause does not
affect a political subdivision’s duty to comply with any other statute
that governs the conduct of the real property transaction, including IC

The regular board meeting will follow at 6:30 p.m. in the Community
Room at the Westfield Washington Schools Administration Center, 19500

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law
notification under 1.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in our Tuesday through Friday digital
editions. Meeting notices for Open Door Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

#

=

e

Photo provided by U.S. Centers for Disease Control & Prevention

o -

The Cyclospora parasite is causing cases of

“explosive diarrhea.”

Marion County sees surge
in ‘explosive diarrhea’ cases

By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Marion County is ex-
periencing an unusual in-
crease in confirmed case
of the parasite Cyclospora,
also known as “explosive

diarrhea,” during 2026,
health officials reported
Wednesday.

Typically, the county re-
cords three or four cases an-
nually, but so far in 2026, 15
cases have been confirmed,
said an email to News §
from Curt Brantingham, me-
dia and public information
coordinator for the Health
& Hospital Corporation of
Marion County and Marion
County Public Health De-
partment.

Cases of Cyclospora are
reportable to the Marion
County Public Health De-
partment, which is monitor-
ing the situation.

News 8 also emailed
the Indiana Department of
Health to learn of any break-
outs in Indiana but did not
immediately receive a reply.

The Associated Press re-
ported Wednesday that 992
people in Michigan have
been diagnosed with the par-
asitic infection that can cause
weeks of watery diarrhea.
It’s the largest such outbreak
in state history and one of
the nation’s largest in years.
No deaths have been re-
ported and the source of the
Cyclospora infections hasn’t
been identified. Meanwhile,
investigations into similar
illnesses have been going on
in 28 other states, including
in Ohio, where people just

CONGRESSWOMAN
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West District Office: (317) 848-0201
www.spartz.house.gov

VICTORIA SPARTZ

# PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA'S 5TH DISTRICT

Constituent Services

Help with Federal Agencies

I can help you when dealing with
federal agencies, including:

® Social Security issues

® Medicare claims

® Veterans benefits

® Passport assistance

® |RS questions

East District Office: (765) 639-0671

US Flag Requests

Obtain commemorative flags flown
over the US Capitol from my office.

Military Academy Nominations

High school students in our district
may contact my office to request a
nomination to attend one of our nation’s
service academies.

US Capitol and White House
Tour Requests

My office can help arrange tours
throughout our nation’s capital.

across the Michigan border
are also becoming sick.

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention says
cyclosporiasis is an intes-
tinal illness caused by the
microscopic parasite Cyclo-
spora cayetanensis. The ex-
act way Cyclospora gets into
food and water is not fully
understood. The best way to
prevent infection is to avoid
consuming food or water
that may be contaminated
with feces.

Health officials advise
residents to follow safe food
handling practices to reduce
their risk. Routine chemical
disinfection or sanitization
of food and water is unlikely
to kill Cyclospora, particu-
larly in tropical and subtrop-
ical regions where the para-
site is more common.

Symptoms typically ap-
pear about one week after
infection, though the onset
can range from two days to
two weeks. The CDC tracks
confirmed cases that health
officials at the local, state,
and federal levels report to
the agency.

The CDC says it’s re-
ceived reports of 145 cases
of cyclosporiasis acquired in
the United States of people
who became sick from May
1 through June 16.

The CDC has more in-
formation about “explosive
diarrhea” on its website.

This story was orig-
inally published by
WISH-TV at wishtv.com/
news/indiana-news/
marion-county-indi-
ana-sees-surge-in-explo-
sive-diarrhea-cases.



https://spartz.house.gov/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/indiana-news/marion-county-indiana-sees-surge-in-explosive-diarrhea-cases
https://www.cdc.gov/cyclosporiasis/index.html
https://www.wishtv.com/news/indiana-news/marion-county-indiana-sees-surge-in-explosive-diarrhea-cases
https://www.wishtv.com/news/indiana-news/marion-county-indiana-sees-surge-in-explosive-diarrhea-cases
https://www.wishtv.com/news/indiana-news/marion-county-indiana-sees-surge-in-explosive-diarrhea-cases
https://www.wishtv.com/news/indiana-news/marion-county-indiana-sees-surge-in-explosive-diarrhea-cases
https://www.wishtv.com/news/indiana-news/marion-county-indiana-sees-surge-in-explosive-diarrhea-cases
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SIGH UP NOW @ BGCNLORG!

GHDT announces

Gregory Hancock Dance Theatre to
exciting new programs

present “Fashion at The Florence”

Submitted

Gregory Hancock Dance
Theatre (GHDT) previews
its season with Fashion at
The Florence at 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 19 at The
Florence Theatre, 329 Gra-
dle Drive, Carmel.

With the Season focus
of “Art in Motion,” this
year’s Fashion at The Flor-
ence theme centers around
the joy of the late 1920s
and the sophistication of the
artist Erté. Cocktail Attire
requested; ‘Gatsby-esque’
or Art Deco inspired attire
encouraged.  Gatsby/Erté
themed fundraiser; Fashion
at The Florence features a
cabaret singer and distinctly
curated silent auction expe-
riences. A gala event of glit-
tering style and elegance.

Please note this is a
21-and-over event.

Fashion at The Flor-
ence is GHDT’s annual Gala
Fundraiser, featuring an
up close and personal run-
way-style exhibition of stun-
ning costumes, music, light
hors d’oeuvres and drinks.

New this year: Live
cabaret performances in-
troduce the fashions with
local theater vocalist, Tessa
Gibbons. This fundraiser
experience, paired with a

specially curated silent auc-

tion, procures funds where [ H

TH

all proceeds go towards our
costume and set designs
for Salem, and musician
salaries and expenses for
Remembrance.  Preview-
ing an epic season of dance
and music, you will see
garments for the upcoming
“Art In Motion” Season of
Dance at GHDT:

e Salem: This time, the
witch hunt is trending; Oct.
24 and 25 at The Tarking-
ton; world premiere — Fea-
turing all new, original
music composed by Cory
Gabel. The world premiere
of Salem from the thrilling
collaboration of Gregory
Hancock and Composer in
Residence, Cory Gabel.

o Winter Fest. A cele-
bration of the winter global
holidays; Dec. 4 to 14 at The
Florence — Dance through
the Season as GHDT cel-
ebrates its commitment to
global unity within the arts.

* The Black Dahlia: A

murder mystery; Feb. 7 to
22 at The Florence — See this
shadowy whodunit of the Sil-
ver Screen Era, but be certain
to watch your back because
nothing is what it seems on
the streets of Tinseltown!

* Remembrance: Where

have you been? Where are
you going? March 27 & 28
at The Tarkington — Featur-
ing live music, dance, and
spoken word from multiple

Search for HCTVY

HAMILTON
COUNTY
TELEVISION

4-H FAIR
>

Watch Daily broadcasts from
The 4-H Fair Live & On-Demand
Thursday July 16 - Monday July 20
www.HCTV1.com

On your Roku TV or Roku Device

L T

www.LoganStreetSigns.com

Hamilton County
4-H Fair
July 16 - 20

YouQ[ilif:] www.HCTVZcom

On your Amazen Fira TV or Device
Search for Hamilton County TV

VWanda
Lyons

(317) 345-3960

LYONS REALTY

Art provided

Image inspired by the works of Erté (Romain de Tirtoff)

cultures that highlights how
the world and communities
are all connected. A bold
statement of our universal
shared past, and intrinsic
connection as a global com-
munity into the future.

* A Night in India: No
passport needed; June 5 &
6 at The Tarkington — Draw-
ing from decades of works
based upon India, its stories,
culture, and music. A con-
cert that promises to be an
ambassador of culture and
movement guaranteed to
transport audiences no
passport needed.

* % %

Fashion at The Florence
is a stellar runway fashion
experience exhibiting many
of the beautifully curated
and handcrafted costumes
that grace the GHDT stage,
as well as a preview the
exhilarating 2026-27 Sea-
son. Known for showcas-
ing eclectic and textured
themes, inspiration for these
dynamic garments comes
from all over the world.

Co-hosted by Grego-
ry Hancock and Christine
Colquitt Thacker, they will
give insight to these beau-
tiful creations and the piec-
es and themes that inspired
them. This promises to be a
stylish evening of fashion,
food, and fundraising.

See Fashion . .. Page 11

The REPORTER

Gregory Hancock
Dance Theatre (GHDT)
and The Academy of Greg-
ory Hancock Dance The-
atre (AGHDT) announces
multiple new programs at
The Academy, 329 Gradle
Drive, Carmel.

GHDT’s open house
and registration window
for these programs is set for
10:30 am. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, July 11. Keep up to
date at GregoryHancock-
DanceTheatre.org.

The Professional
Training Program for
Emerging Artists
at GHDT

This new day-time pro-
gram is designed for the
dancer who is secking a
more professional level of
training and performance
opportunities, and it allows
for training alongside the
professional company danc-
ers of GHDT.

* The Profession-
al Training Program for
Emerging Artists is for the
dance student who wants
to take their training to the
next level and gives valu-
able professional level per-
forming experience that
enhances any resumé. It
also gives internship credit
for high school or college
dancers seeking or needing
these requirements. There is
an easy acceptance process
and is open to dancers age
16 to 22.

* Members of the Pro-
fessional Training Program
are expected to be avail-
able for weekly training
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday
and during concert Tech
Weeks (schedule to be an-
nounced). The schedule can
be modified slightly to ac-
commodate special school

requirements.

* Professional Train-
ing Program Expectations
9 to 11 am. Class with
the Company Dancers of
GHDT. This varies daily as
the Company switches from
Horton Modern, to Ballet,
to Contemporary and/or
Jazz classes throughout the
week. The schedule will be
given upon admission to the
program.

» Dancers who are ad-
mitted into the Profes-
sional Training Program
for Emerging Artists are
considered on the basis of
maturity, availability for
the daytime program from
September through early
June, dance technique capa-
bilities (upper-intermediate
to advanced student level
dancers), age, and profes-
sionalism. The highest level
of professional conduct is
expected.

¢ Tuition includes five
classes and rehearsals per
week for 33 weeks, costum-
ing and production expenses
for three repertory concerts,
community and outreach
performance opportunities,
guest artist residencies, and
professional development.

BalletFit C.O.R.E.

(Come On Relevé

Everyone!) for Adults

This new program is
specially curated for the
adult (aged 18 and old-
er) dancer seeking fitness,
fun, and to either start their
dance journey or continue
one that was put on “pause.”

Curated and taught by
professional dancers who
are also certified fitness
instructors, get your ballet
fix, mixed with toning and
stamina building fitness,
and dance your stress away

See GHDT ... Page 11
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opened and read aloud.

following:
Addressed to:
Meyer Najem Construction

Bid Package Number & Name

RS8190

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received:
Meyer Najem Construction LLC, Construction Manager
as Constructor for City of Westfield Redevelopment

11787 Lantern Rd Unit 100, Fishers, IN 46038
July 17th, 2026 at 10:00am (local time)
Bids received after that time will be returned unopened. Bids will be publicly

By:
Commission
For: 18160 Market Court Redevelopment Project
Deliver to: Meyer Najem Construction
Date & Time:

All work for the complete construction of the project shall be performed under
the form of contract set forth in the Bidding Documents. One copy of the bid
forms shall be submitted on forms provided in the project manual and shall be
executed in accordance with the current edition of the Indiana Board of Accounts
Form 96 — “Contractor’s Bid for Public Works,” with a financial statement
complying with Section III of Form 96, and a satisfactory Bid Bond or certified
check pursuant to I.C. 36-1-12-4.5, payable to Meyer Najem Construction, LLC.
Bid Security shall be in the amount of not less than 5% of the total base bid
price. Should a successful Bidder withdraw their Bid, fail to provide the required
payment and performance bonds, or execute the contract, Meyer Najem may then
declare the Bid Security forfeited as liquidated damages. Reference the Bidders
Check List for all other items required at the time of bid.

Bids shall be placed in a sealed envelope plainly labeled to indicate the

11787 Lantern Rd Unit 100, Fishers, IN 46038
Attn. 18160 Market Court Redevelopment Project

Name and return address of the Bidder

All bid proposals shall be in full compliance with the bid documents. To obtain
access to the bid documents please reach out to the below contact. Invitations
inclusive of the Bid Documents will be sent out via Meyer Najem Construction,
LLC’s SmartBid — Document Management Software.

A Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled for July 9th, 2026, at 9:00am local time at
18160 Market Court Westfield, In 46074. Attendance at the pre-bid meeting will
be considered in determining bidder responsiveness.

For all questions, please contact Wes Williams, wwilliams@meyer-najem.com,
at Meyer Najem, the Construction Manager as Constructor.

Meyer Najem Construction, LLC, as Construction Manager as Constructor for
City of Westfield Redevelopment Commission

7/2/26, 7/6/26, 7/10/26, 7/13/26

46074.

R8226

NOTICE OF THE ADOPTION OF A DECLARATORY RESOLUTION
BY THE WESTFIELD REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION AND OF A
PUBLIC HEARING THEREON
(LANTERN COMMONS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AREA)

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield Redevelopment Commission (the
“Commission”), being the governing body of the Department of Redevelopment
of the City of Westfield, Indiana (the “City”), on April 20, 2026, adopted its
Resolution No. 10-2026 (the “Declaratory Resolution”) making certain proposed
amendments to the declaratory resolution and the economic development plan
(the “Plan”) for the Lantern Commons Economic Development Area (the
“Area”), each as previously amended (the “2026 Amendments”). The 2026
Amendments (i) remove certain parcels within the Area from the existing Front
Street Allocation Area, (ii) designate all of the parcels so removed from the Front
Street Allocation Area as an “allocation area” (the “Gateway Allocation Area”),
and (iii) adopt a supplement to the Plan (the “2026 Plan Supplement”), all as more
particularly described in the Declaratory Resolution.

A detailed description of the proposed 2026 Amendments, together with maps
and plats of the Area and the Gateway Allocation Area, the 2026 Plan Supplement
and copies of the Declaratory Resolution, can be inspected at the office of the
Director of Economic Development, 2728 E. 171st Street, Westfield, Indiana

Notice is hereby given that the Commission will conduct a public hearing

on Monday, July 20, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. (local time), in the Assembly Room of
Westfield City Hall, located at 130 Penn Street, Westfield, Indiana 46074, to
receive and hear remonstrances and objections from all persons interested in or
affected by the 2026 Amendments and the proceedings pertaining thereto. Written
remonstrances to the 2026 Amendments may be filed with the Commission prior
to the public hearing at the office of the Director of Economic Development,
2728 E. 171st Street, Westfield, Indiana 46074, and via email to Jenell Fairman
at: jfairman@westfield.in.gov. After considering the evidence presented at the
public hearing, which may be adjourned from time to time, the Commission will
take final action determining the public utility and benefit of the proposed 2026
Amendments and whether the proposed 2026 Amendments are reasonable and
appropriate when considered in relation to the Plan, and confirming, modifying
and confirming, or rescinding the Declaratory Resolution.

WESTFIELD REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

7/10/26, 7/13/26



https://www.bgcni.org/index.php/boys-girls-club-cornhole-tournament
https://www.lyons-realty.com/
https://hctv1.com/
https://tinyurl.com/smkduvmk
https://gregoryhancockdancetheatre.org
https://gregoryhancockdancetheatre.org

Discernment

“Life is too COLUMNIST some thought.
short to drink bad - That doesn’t
bourbon.” — Me mean that I'm

I'm not sure snobby, or elitist
where to pro- (I am, but not in

ceed from here.
Oh, I know what
I want to talk to
you about, just

I promised you [
wouldn’t be negative. Is the
truth (at least according to
my taste) negative? Well,
let’s find out. I also want to
throw in a little philosophy
about life, at least as far as
collecting, drinking, and
enjoying bourbon is con-
cerned. Kinda like a Bour-
bon Buddha.

You see, in the next few
weeks it’s time to start dis-
cussing the big dogs — Old
Forester, Woodford’s Re-
serve, Maker’s Mark, and
the biggest dog of all, Buffa-
lo Trace. There’s no way to
discuss the history of these
revered brands here in this
little column, so I’m not even
going to try. Books have
been written about them.

You might end up ask-
ing, “Does this guy even
like bourbon?” Of course
I do — I love it! Yet, with
all of the collecting/buy-
ing that I’ve done over the
years, I’ve learned a few
life lessons. I used to go
for quantity. If there was a
bottle of bourbon out there
that sounded good, or had a
neat looking bottle, or I saw
in fancy advertising, I’d
buy it. Now, in my golden
years (that’s weird to say)
I realize that quality is bet-
ter than quantity. Remem-
ber my father’s old adage?
“It’s all made to sell son.” I
should’ve listened. Another
life lesson.

Let’s revisit our local
liquor store, with us stand-
ing in awe of the hundreds
of bottles of delicious (al-
legedly) dark brown liquors.
Shiny bottles with cool
names all lined up in neat
rows ready to be consumed
by the bourbon-thirsty pub-
lic. The plain, honest, truth
is: most of them are just
average at best. Many ar-
en’t that good at all. And

. most are definitely not
worth the price.

The same applies to
all of these distinguished
distilleries. Their flagship
bourbons just really ar-
en’t that great. I know!
You’re sitting there think-
ing, “What are you talking
about Jon?!” Well, I'll tell
you. Given that they are all
made to sell, they are safe.
They’re all “good,” but they
don’t have a lot of added
character. I have found that
I never have them in my
nightly Glencairn for exact-
ly this reason. I do use them
as great mixers though.

I suppose in my old-
er age that I’ve learned to
be discerning. I don’t want
“normal’ or “good.” I want
something different and
extraordinary. Life is too
short. And if one is going
to pay the price for a nice
bourbon, one might as well
snag one that’s magnificent.
BTW, this can be applied to
a lot of things in life. Give it

not sure how to JON SMYRNIS dreds of dollars.
go about doing it. | BowbonPsychosis | There are truly
—
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this case). Great
bourbons  don’t
have to be allo-
cated or cost hun-

remarkable gems
out there, many from small-
er distilleries. Several that
I’ve already written about.
Some from the big-name
distilleries as well, just not
their main bourbons.

Case in point: Old For-
ester. Not a huge fan of most
of their stuff. Their “reg-
ular” stuff is okay. Their
Whiskey Row Series, again
solidly good (I use that
phrase a lot), yet, all of these
are kind of harsh and often-
times medicinal to me. I
think that a good description
of their wares would be “the
Scotches of Bourbons.” Not
exactly correct, but close
enough. Well, personally,
I don’t want my bourbons
to taste like Scotch. That’s
Scotch’s job.

Then a friend got me
a bottle of OIld Forester
Statesman (I have some
great friends). Sweeter, with
fruit flavors and a very nice
brown sugar-spice, finish.
Now this is something wor-
thy of my evening pour!
This 95-proof gem sells for
about $50 to $60. Definitely
worth a purchase.

As an aside, Old Forest-
er Statesman was supposed
to be a limited edition run to
support the 2017 film Kings-
man: The Golden Circle. It
ended up selling so well that
they kept going with it per-
manently. Back to dear-old-
Dad’s adage; this time, on
the upside. There, I quickly
wrapped up Old Forester.
Perhaps too quickly.

If you would like to
have a fun little experiment,
take an evening and have a
blind taste test. Pour a glass,
or two, or three with a taste
of the bourbons mentioned
above. Chances are they’re
on your liquor shelf. Then,
consult a few of my previ-
ous articles, and snag a bot-
tle of one of the “gems” that
I’ve discussed.

Have someone help you
set it up. It has to be blind.
Then taste each one-by-one
with a little sip of water in
between. I would bet my
bottom dollar that the “gem”
will be the winner. Side-by-
side, you would be amazed
at how bland and pedestrian
the famous bourbons are. Of
course, as I always say, it’s
all according to taste.

So, over the next few
weeks we’re going to ex-
plore these large distilleries
with the critical eye of dis-
cernment. Right now, I'm
off to dig through my col-
lection and enjoy a dram of
something special. I’ll know
it when I see it. Happy hunt-
ing for the extraordinary.

Until next time — cheers!

Jon Smyrnis is a lifelong
Indianapolis area resident.
He enjoys traveling, hiking,
biking, kayaking, dining out,
and, of course, fine cocktails
and great bourbons.

Forest Park

Rail Adventure
An 8-mile round trip
rail bike ride starting at
Hobbs Station in Forest Park.

White River

Family Cruise
Enjoy this short, scenic
rail bike ride from
Hobbs Station in Forest Park
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FASHION

Grab  your beaded
gowns and tux tails and be
ready to kick up your heels
while enjoying the Caba-
ret vocal stylings of Tessa
Gibbons. Come prepared
to give and help literally

“build” the Season! Be the
first to preview the upcom-
ing season, support your
favorite dancers and Com-
pany, and enjoy a night
out with Gregory Hancock
Dance Theatre.

Season Presenting Part-
ners: Dr. Anita Joshi and
Dr. Arun Jain & Dr. Sa-
jal Bose and Mrs. Kalyani
Bose. Season Title Partner:
Swizzle Group, LLC.

Gregory Hancock Dance

from Page 10

Theatre is the resident pro-
fessional dance company at
Allied Solutions Center for
the Performing Arts in Car-
mel. For information, visit
GregoryHancockDance
Theatre.org.

GHDT

in a fun, non-judgmen-
tal, meet-you-where-you-
are-and-take-you-higher,
adults-only environment.
Happy Feet Hip-Hop
Combo Class
(Hip-Hop and Tap) &
Happy Feet Combo
Class (Ballet and Tap)
These classes for danc-
ers aged 5 and up are en-
try-level classes filled with
fun dance that builds:
* Cognitive skills
* Social awareness
* Small and fine motor
skills
* Large motor skill coor-

dination

* Leadership

» Teamwork

* Confidence

Your little one will be
building super powers that
will shoot them confident-
ly into the future, all dis-
guised as dance that also
burns energy and creates
focus. With caring, sup-
portive, and fun instructors

who are professionals in
their field.

Master Class with

Gregory Hancock:

Director’s Choice

Saturdays belong to
Gregory Hancock at AGH-
DT!

If you are a profes-
sional dancer needing
class, an upper interme-
diate or advanced student

from Page 1

GREGORY HANCOCK
DANCE THEATRE

dancer seeking to push
themselves, elevate your
dancing, or gain knowl-
edge, then this is the
class for you. Class with
the award-winning, Em-
my-winning, director/
composer/choreographer
is at your feet. It may be
choreography, or it may be
a demanding class. It’s Di-
rector’s Choice!

ON-LINE ONLY PUBLIG AUCTION

A Living Estate of Antiques & Uniques,

Glassware & Pottery

R/C Trucks, Boats, Parts & Accessories,
Die-Cast Farm Toys, Coin Banks, Cars & Airplanes

BIDDING OPENS: Friday, June 26th @ Noon
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, July 11th @ 6pm
PREVIEW DATES: Tuesday, Thursday, Thursday, July 8th from Noon - 6pm
PICK-UP DAYS: Monday, July 13th from Noon - 6pm

Tuesday, July 14th from Noon - 6pm

Remote Control Gas Powered & Nitro Cars, Trucks,
Boats, Tires, Parts, Accessories, Miss Budweiser Boat;
Farm Toys (All Scales, Makes & Models), Die-Cast &
Precision, Die-Cast Cars, Semi’s, Coin Banks & Airplanes;
Pedal Fire Truck, Vintage Ride-On Toys, Tonka Toys, Star
Wars & Star Trek, Model Kits; Vtg. Tin Toys & Games,
Wood Toys, Glass Baby Bottles, Children’s Books, Infant
& Baby Items; Potty Chairs, Baths & Toys, Little Big
Books, Puzzles, Barbies, Like-New & New Toys, 1 Love

Lucy & Snow White Dolls; Belt Buckles, Arrowheads, 1-4
Person Boating Tubes; John Deere HO Train Sets, Train
Cars & Accessories, Harley-Davidson Tool Kit & Shot
Glass Collection; Comic Books, Vintage Lunch Boxes,
Longaberger Baskets, Household Items, Furniture &
Curio Cabinets; Crocks, Coca-Cola, Sports Trading Cards,
Beautiful Collection of Hull, Webber & Roseville Pottery;
Westmorland, Fostoria, Fenton, Candlewick, Jefferson,
Carnival Glass, Steins, China, More

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:
Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com

Absentee Bidding is still Available

PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT
Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN

765-675-6909
www.cripesauction@yahoo.com

Wade Cripe, Auctioneer
#AU11000034

)’
CRIPES

AUCTION SERVICE

3247 East State Road 28
Tipton, IN 46072

www.cripesauction.com

Auctloneet 2

#AU11000034
765-860-6959
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https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides
https://www.cripesauction.com/
http://www.gregoryhancockdancetheatre.org
http://www.gregoryhancockdancetheatre.org
https://readthereporter.com/
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TODAY’S BIBLE READING

STAGES IN ISRAEL’S JOURNEY

Here are the stages inthe journey of the Israelites
when they came out of Egypt by divisions under
the leadership of Moses and Aaron. At the Lords
command Moses recorded the stages in their
Jjourney. This is their journey by stages:

The Israelites set out from Rameses on the fifteenth
day of the first month, the day after the Passover.
They marched out defiantly in full view of all the
Egyptians, who were burying all their firstborn,
whom the Lord had struck down among them, for
the Lord had brought judgment on their gods.

They left Sukkoth and camped at Etham, on the
edge of the desert.

They left Etham, turned back to Pi Hahiroth, to
the east of Baal Zephon, and camped near Migdol.

They left Pi Hahiroth and passed through the
sea into the desert, and when they had traveled
for three days in the Desert of Etham, they
camped at Marah.

They left Marah and went to Elim, where there
were twelve springs and seventy palm trees, and
they camped there.

Numbers 33:1-9 (NIV)

Y JHARTLEY - DUNNICHAY
‘. Fﬂﬂﬁrﬂf #5!(85

Honoring, Remembering, & Celebraling

317.984.3614

www.hartleyfuneralhomes.com

Pre-Arrangements
Celebrations of Life
Grief Suppon!
Monwments

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries

The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families
for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday
also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask
that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at

ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

\ /

Obituaries

June Bowen (Fox) Tyner
May 28, 1929 — July 8, 2026

June Bowen (Fox) Tyner, resident of Tipton and for-
merly of Aroma, Ind., passed away on
Wednesday, July 8, 2026, in Tipton at
the age of 97 years.

June was born on May 28, 1929 to
James and Dessa Bowen in New Au-
gusta, Ind. She graduated from Sher-
idan High School. June married Ken-
neth W. Fox, who was a farmer. June
spent many hours at his side helping
on the dairy farm and raising seven
children until his death in 1986. She enjoyed time with her
family, making ice cream, and cooking.

She later married Wilbur Tyner and they had a good life
together, traveling and visiting with friends before his pass-
ing in 2005.

June enjoyed people. She would always greet them with
a smile and positive word. She was always very kind to ev-
eryone. She enjoyed coloring, China painting, working on
embroidery, helping at the Lions Club serving meals, vol-
unteering at the library, and working at the Westfield Open
Door helping others. She was a member of the Noblesville
First Christian Church. June enjoyed being a resident of
Autumnwood Assisted Living with all her friends.

She will be sadly missed by her children, Kenneth E.
Fox of Elwood, Donnetta (Terry) Williams of Elwood,
Joanna Fox of Franklin, Gary Fox of Noblesville, Cindy
Brunes of Tennessee, and James Cecil Fox of Atlanta, Ga.;
and daughter-in-law, Ronda Fox of Noblesville.

June also will be missed by her grandchildren, Ashley
(Greg) Burgess, Amber (James) Gardner, Auston (Han-
na) Brunes, Jon (Amy) Williams, Andrew Williams, Da-
vid (Jenny) Fox-Lee, Jessica (Glenn) Shady, and Ethan
Fox-Zomparelli; and 18 great grandchildren.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by
her brothers, Tyner, John, Howard, and Earl Bowen; sister,
Mary Alice Godby; son, Steve Fox; granddaughter Angela
Orton; and great-grandson, Rhett Brunes.

A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date.

Memorial contributions may be made to Open Doors
of Westfield, 19360 Tomlinson Road, Westfield, IN 46074
(opendoorswestfield.org); or First Christian Church, 16377
Herriman Blvd., Noblesville, IN 46060 (fccnoblesville.org).

Condolences: randallroberts.com
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Dale Ann Costlow
March 14, 1949 — July 6, 2026

Dale Ann Costlow, 77, formerly of Noblesville, passed
away on Monday, July 6, 2026, at a
family home in Westfield. She was born
on March 14, 1949, to Harley and Ruth
(Fisher) Hudson in Anderson, Ind.

Dale was a graduate of Lapel High
School. For over 40 years, she worked
in banking as a teller and as the presi-
dent’s secretary. Dale was a member of
Refuge Christian Church.

She is survived by her son, Mark
(Heather) Costlow; daughter, Jody Costlow; siblings, Linda
Turner, Henry Hudson, and Susie Smalley; grandchildren,
Bella Ott, Carlie Ott, Catey Costlow, Holden Costlow, and
Claire Brown. She was a wonderful mom and grandmother.

In addition to her parents, Dale was preceded in death
by her husband of 56 years, Stephen James Costlow; and
her grandchildren, Logan Alynn Costlow and Tatem Ben-
jamin Costlow.

Visitation will be from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., with services
at 1 p.m., on Wednesday, July 22, 2026, at Refuge Christian
Church, 11772 E. 196th St., Noblesville. Dale will be laid
to rest next to Steve at Crownland Cemetery in Noblesville.

Memorial contributions may be made to Refuge Chris-
tian Church, 11772 E. 196th St., Noblesville, IN 46060
(refugeccnoblesville.com).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Keri Ann Drayer
September 16, 1969 — July 6, 2026

Keri Ann Drayer, 56, Sheridan, passed away, surround-
ed by her family, on Monday, July 6,
2026, after battling an acute respiratory
illness. She was born on September 16,
1969, to the late Jay and Susan (Masen-
heimer) Henry in Harrisburg, Pa.

Keri received a doctorate in phar-
macy from Purdue University. She
worked as a pharmacist for over 30
years. Keri enjoyed sewing and gar-
dening. Her greatest gift, however, was
her compassionate heart. She was always willing to lend a
helping hand, offer words of encouragement, or simply be
there for someone in need.

Keri is survived by her husband, Jeffery Drayer; sons,
Jacob Drayer (Madeline Holmberg), and Owen Drayer;
daughter, Molly Drayer; brother, Todd Henry (Mary Ann);
as well as several nieces & nephews.

Services will be Saturday, August 1, 2026, at Hamilton
Memorial Park (Prairie Waters), 4180 Westfield Road, No-
blesville. Visitation will be from 4 to 5:30 p.m. with a short
service beginning at 5:30 p.m. A memorial gathering with
food and drinks will immediately follow the service.

Memorial contributions may be made to Benjamin
Drayer Memorial Fund (hamiltoncountycf.org/dray-
er-memorial-fund). You may write a check to: Hamilton
County Community Foundation. Please note the “Drayer
Memorial Fund” in the memo line. Checks can be dropped
off or mailed to the Hamilton County Community Foun-
dation office at: Hamilton County Community Foundation,
Attn: Operations, 11999 Lakeside Drive, Fishers, IN 46038.

Condolences: randallroberts.com
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CELEBRATING YEARS OF
HOPE, HEALING, & EMPOWERMENT

YOU'REINVITED!

Prevail’s 40th Anniversary Celebration

Saturday, August 1, 2026
5:30 PM - 10:30 PM
The Ritz Charles | Carmel, IN

Presented by:

Honoring four decades of hope, healing,
and empowerment

Join us for a special evening celebrating our
legacy of transformation. This milestone
event will recognize the unwavering
supporters who have stood with Prevail
since the beginning and the lives changed
through their dedication.

Enjoy dinner, survivor-led stories, dueling
pianos, a diamond drop, and an exciting
auction—all while making a lasting impact.

o

CLICK HERE
FOR TICKETS &

7NN
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NOBLESVILLE YOUTH SPORTS ALLIANCE

ONE COMMUNITY @ 6500+ KIDS ® 17 PROGRAMS

www.noblesvillesports.com @noblesvillesports

REPORTER SPORTS FRIDAY

Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter (@Richie Hall
CARMEL, Fi1sHERS, GUERIN CaTHOLIC, HAMILTON HEIGHTS, HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN, NOBLESVILLE, SHERIDAN, UNIVERSITY, WESTFIELD

Wrestling

Hard work pays off for Camden Hook

Incoming HSE freshman adds AAU Scholas

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

Camden Hook has been
wrestling for two-thirds of
his life, and it has certainly
taken him places.

The incoming Hamil-
ton Southeastern freshman
has won numerous cham-
pionships and honors over
the years and added to that
list with his performance at
the AAU Scholastic Duals,
which took place June 24 to
29 in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

Representing both him-
self and two teams, Hook
finished 21-0 at the Duals.
He wrestled on the middle
school Team Indiana AAU
and the high school Indiana
Smackdown team, where
he was named All-Ameri-
can gold.

If that wasn’t enough,
Hook competed as an indi-
vidual in the middle school
bracket and won the na-
tional championship at 126
pounds.

Hook and his coach, To-
mas Gutierrez, spoke with
The Reporter at the Con-
tenders Academy location

in Noblesville just a few
days after Hook returned
home from Florida. The
success he had there was
a far cry from his first-ev-
er tournament: the Nuway
Mayhem Tournament.
Hook said he went 0-4 and
“scored two points that en-
tire tournament.”

“I learned that I needed
to get a whole lot better,”
said Hook.

Hook began wrestling at

age 5 and joined Contend-
ers when he was 10. He be-
gan to notice improvement
“probably four years ago
when I was at Contenders
for a little bit and I started
getting better.”

“Work ethic and just
understanding that it’s not
going to happen overnight,”
said Gutierrez. “Sometimes
people expect results the
first or second day that they
come into practice, but as

L |

tic Duals

victory to resume

coaches here at Contend-
ers, we try and not focus so
much on the results all the
time and talk about the jour-
ney and growing as a wres-
tler and as a person. That’s
when they start to see those
results. It’s not always right
away.”

This year alone, Hook
has won several tourna-
ments, including the In-
diana State Wrestling As-
sociation’s  Greco-Roman

Photos provided / Pure Impact Studios
Camden Hook has built a long resume of victories over the years as a high-level youth wrestler. Hook’s latest wins came at the
AAU Scholastic Duals in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., where he went 21-0 and won a middle school national championship.

championship and the Cen-
tral Regional championship,
which took place in Louis-
ville. He was also the run-
ner-up at the Freestyle and
Folkstyle tournaments.

Wrestling has already
been Hook’s passport to see
the world. During his career,
Hook got the chance to visit
several European cities on a
wrestling trip.

“This guy on Facebook
reached out to my dad and

wanted to take a team,” said
Hook. “We ended up sign-
ing up and getting on the
plane and going over there.”
The trip included stops
at Copenhagen, Denmark;
Oslo, Norway; Stockholm,
Sweden; Tallinn, Estonia;
Helsinki, Finland, Riga,
Latvia and Frankfurt, Ger-
many. Hook called the trip
“pretty eye-opening.”

See Hook . . . Page 15

Football

Carmel returns to the MIC in

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

The 2026  football
schedule for Carmel will be
just like not-so-old times.

The Greyhounds return
to the Metropolitan Con-
ference once the 2026-27
school year begins, which
means they will be seeing
some of their old football
rivals in August. Carmel’s
MIC comeback is one of
the highlights of the Ham-
ilton County 2026 football
schedules.

The Hounds and Center
Grove were dropped from
the MIC in December 2021
but were added back into
the conference in Septem-
ber 2025. Carmel had been
playing a rotating list of
opponents for the past few
years, although the Grey-
hounds still scheduled some

of their old MIC rivals.

Carmel played North
Central, Ben Davis, Warren
Central and Lawrence Cen-
tral in all four of its indepen-
dent years. The Hounds will
face those schools during
the same weeks as last sea-
son, from Weeks 6 to 9.

As for the other MIC
teams, Carmel hosts Center
Grove for Week 3 and Pike
for Week 4, then travels to
Lawrence North on Week
5. The Hounds keep their
same early-season sched-
ule, playing Fishers for
their opener and Westfield
for Week 2.

Big changes
for Huskies

Hamilton Heights has
the most changes of any
county school. The Hus-
kies dropped Triton Central,
Tippecanoe Valley and Dan-
ville from their schedule, re-

Joshua Herd

Photographer
joshuaherdphotography.com

Specializes in

senior portraits,
family portraits,
events/sports

317-670-4645 * jhjphotos@yahoo.com
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HUSHIES

time for football

Bob Cross / File photo

The Hamilton Heights football team’s annual “Hammer game” with Tipton was moved from Week 8 to
Week 4 this season, one of several changes to the Huskies’ schedule.

placing them with London
(Ohio), Benton Central and
Lafayette Central Catholic,
the latter two being Hoosier
Conference teams.

There was also some
shuffling among the Hus-
kies’ current opponents.
Logansport was moved
from Week 6 to Week 3,
while Tipton was moved
from Week 8 to Week 4.
Twin Lakes was pushed
back a week, from Week 7
to Week 8.

Guerin Catholic made
two changes: Andrean re-

placed Pike for Week 7,
while Mt. Vernon replaced
Culver Academies for Week
8. The Golden Eagles’ oth-
er games are the same from
last season.

Noblesville’s only
schedule change is for open-
ing week. The Millers re-
placed Mt. Vernon with Ar-
senal Tech for Week 1, but
everything else is the same.

Fishers, Hamilton South-
eastern, Sheridan and West-
field had no changes to their
schedules. The Blackhawks
are slated to play Tri-Central

difference
» What's the market value of
my home?
« What is my process for buying
ahome?

« Who should I call for home
repairs/remodeling?

« How do I learn about building
anew home?

« Who should I call to refinance
my home?

« Who should I call when I have
someone who wants to buy
my home?

The Dani Robinson

8275 E 216th St.

Cicero, IN, 46034

Looking for your own little piece
of country to build your dream
home? Just wanting a place to get
away and hang out? Want a place
to raise your horses, goats and
chickens...Maybe some cattle?
7.58 acres with a barn, pasture,
well and electricity-leave it as is
or build your dream home in the
back? Wooded, but with space
to build. It is perfect. Close to

: everything Noblesville has to offer

yet private and removed for peace
and quiet. Your perfect place is

here! Please note: Do not walk on
the property without approval.

Listed at $650,000

Talkto
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Scan here to To
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view Dani’s

A

current listings.

317.407.6969

DaniR @talktotucker.com

TalkToDani.com

Tucker
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on Week 3; that game was
canceled last season after the
Trojans switched to a junior
varsity schedule.

Here is a complete list
of football schedules. All
games start at 7 p.m. unless
otherwise noted.

Carmel
Aug. 21 - Fishers
Aug. 28 — at Westfield
Sept. 4 — Center Grove
Sept. 11 - Pike
Sept. 18 — at Lawrence North
Sept. 25 — at North Central
Oct. 2 - Ben Davis
Oct. 9 - at Warren Central
Oct. 16 — at Lawrence Central
Fishers
Aug. 21 - at Carmel
Aug. 28 — Lawrence North
Sept. 4 — Noblesville
Sept. 11 -at Hamilton Southeastern
Sept. 18 — Brownsburg
Sept. 25 — at Avon
Oct. 2 - at Franklin Central
Oct. 9 — Westfield
Oct. 16 - at Zionsville
Guerin Catholic
Aug. 21 — McCutcheon
Aug. 28 — at Pendleton Heights
Sept. 4 — Heritage Christian
Sept. 11— Brebeuf Jesuit, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 18 — at Roncalli
Sept. 25 — at Bishop Chatard
Oct. 2 - Andrean, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 9 — at Mt. Vernon
Oct. 16 - at Laf. Central Catholic
Hamilton Heights
Aug. 21 - at Lapel
Aug. 28 — London (Ohio)
Sept. 4 — at Logansport
Sept. 11 - at Tipton
Sept. 18 — Western
Sept. 25 — at Laf. Central Catholic,
7:30 p.m.
Oct. 2 - Benton Central, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 9 - Twin Lakes, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 16 — West Lafayette

Fall 2026 High School Football Schedule

Hamilton Southeastern
Aug. 2 - at Fort Wayne Carroll,
7:30 p.m.
Aug. 28 — North Central
Sept. 4 — atAvon
Sept. 11 - Fishers
Sept. 18 — at Westfield
Sept. 25 — Zionsville
Oct. 2 - at Noblesville
Oct. 9 — at Franklin Central
Oct. 16 — Brownsburg
Noblesville
Aug. 21 —Arsenal Tech
Aug. 28 — at Homestead
Sept. 4 — at Fishers
Sept. 11 - Westfield
Sept. 18 —at Zionsville
Sept. 25 — Franklin Central
Oct. 2 — Hamilton Southeastern
Oct. 9 - at Brownsburg
Oct. 16 —Avon
Sheridan
Aug. 21 — Greenwood Christian
Aug. 28 — at Alexandria
Sept. 4 - Tri-Central
Sept. 11 - at Clinton Central
Sept. 18 —at Clinton Prairie
Sept. 25 — Taylor
Oct. 2 — at Delphi
Oct. 9 - Eastern
Oct. 16 — at Carroll
Westfield
Aug. 21 - at Homestead
Aug. 28 — Carmel
Sept. 4 - Zionsville
Sept. 11 — at Noblesville
Sept. 18 — Hamilton Southeastern
Sept. 25 — at Brownsburg
Oct. 2 - Avon
Oct. 9 - at Fishers
Oct. 16 — Franklin Central
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The National Federation
of High Schools announced
rule changes for high school
softball teams on Thursday,
one day after the organiza-
tion released baseball rule
changes.

The most significant rule
change for softball regards
pitchers, who can now join
catchers as the only players
in high school softball per-
mitted to receive one-way
electronic  communication
from the dugout, effective
with the 2027 season.

This change was one of
four recommendations by the
NFHS Softball Rules Com-
mittee during its June 14-16
meeting in Indianapolis. All
recommendations were lat-
er approved by the NFHS
Board of Directors and were
announced in a news release
on Thursday.

The release continues:

“Deliberations by the
NFHS Softball Rules Com-
mittee were spirited and
robust,” said Sandy Searcy,
NFHS director of sports and
liaison to the Softball Rules
Committee. “Approval of
these four rules proposals

was the result of data collect-
ed form the membership, and
specifically state association
administrators. The commit-
tee is to be commended for
its attention to detail, and
thorough analysis of infor-
mation available.”

Updated language now
includes pitchers among the
players permitted to receive
one-way electronic com-
munication from the dugout
during games, allowing for
faster delivery of informa-
tion. The use of all other
electronic devices to trans-
mit or record information re-
mains prohibited on the field
of play, and players are still
prohibited from transmitting
or recording audio or video
from the playing surface.

The committee also sim-
plified language regarding
whether a pitcher and catch-
er must face the first batter
on defense in relation to
courtesy runners. In its com-
ments, the committee said
the change eliminates the
requirement — or perceived
requirement that the pitch-
er and catcher listed on the
starting lineup card must face
the first batter on defense.

Sports

NFHS to allow one-way electronic

communications for softball pitchers
One of four rule changes for high school teams

“Previously, there was
a misconception that the
pitcher and catcher listed on
the lineup card were always
required to face the first bat-
ter (one pitch), which was
never the intent of the rule,”
the committee noted. “This
change simplifies the ad-
ministration of the courtesy
runner rule and eliminates a
provision that applied only
during the transition be-
tween the top and bottom
halves of the first inning. By
removing a unique scenario
that applied only to the bot-
tom of the first inning, the
rule becomes easier for um-
pires, coaches, scorekeepers
and players to administer
and understand.”

Additional changes al-
low state associations to
determine umpire uniforms
and clarify the definition of
an initial play to better align
with other areas of the rules
book.

“The committee was in-
tentional in adopting changes
that solve real issues encoun-
tered on high school softball
fields,” said Andi Osters,
chair of the NFHS Softball
Rules Committee and assis-

Golf

Two local players in
top 10 of Junior PGA

The REPORTER

Two Hamilton County
players are part of the top
10 after the first round of
play at the Indiana Jr. PGA
Championship, which be-
gan Thursday at Rock Hol-
low Golf Club in Peru.

Carmel’s Alex Gardner
is the top local player, cur-
rently fourth with a two un-
der par score of 70. Gardner
made five birdies during his
round and is two back from
the leader, Boonville’s
Cash Willis, who scored

four under 68 for his open-
ing round.

Noblesville’s J.T. Kel-
ley is part of a four-way tie
for eighth place, scoring
73. Kelley made an eagle
on the third hole during his
round.

The 36-hole tournament
concludes today, with play
starting at 8 a.m. The top 70
and ties from the first round
made the cut; a list of those
players now follows.

4. Alex Gardner, Carmel
70, T8. J.T. Kelley, Noblesville

73, T12. Mattingly Upchurch,
Fishers 74; Mules ray, Nobles-
ville 74; Luke Moore, Carmel
74, T18. Owen Schuitema,
Carmel 75, 25. Zach Kinzer,
Fishers 76, T37. Andrew Wil-
liamson, Noblesville 77, T42,
Luke Decker, Noblesville 78;
Keaton Knott, Westfield 78;
Vaughn Twilla, Noblesville 78,
T58. Max Huffman, Carmel
80; Patrick Wolf, Carmel 80;
Will Lowery, Westfield 80; Gra-
ham DeMarco, Noblesville 80;
Colby Crandall, Westfield 80;
Gavin Davis, Fishers 80.

Football

Former Colts kicker Adam Vinatieri to
join Colts legends in team’s Ring of Honor

By MICHAELA SPRINGER
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Former Indianapolis
Colts kicker and member of
the 2026 Pro Football Hall
of Fame Class Adam Vinat-
ieri will soon be joining oth-
er Colts legends in the Colts
League of Honor.

The team announced
Wednesday Vinatieri will be
inducted during the Oct. 18
home game versus the Ten-
nessee Titans.

Vinatieri played with

the Patriots from 1996 to
2005 before signing with
the Colts as a free agent in
2006.

Vinatieri played in 365
games over 24 seasons be-
tween the Colts and the
New England Patriots, be-
ing the only player in NFL
history to make at least 250
field goals with two teams
and the only player in NFL
history to rake in 1,000
points between teams.

He left the Colts in 2019,
retiring two years later in

2021. Vinatieri still owns
multiple Colts records, in-
cluding points scored, field
goals, and extra points made.

Vinatieri is the 21st hon-
oree in the Ring of Honor,
joining late owners Robert
and Jim Irsay, Peyton Man-
ning, Dwight Freeney, Reg-
gie Wayne, and the “Colts
Nation.”

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV
at  wishtv.com/sports/indi-
anapolis-colts/adam-vinat-
ieri-colts-ring-of-honor.
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Julie Brown / File photo

The National Federation of High Schools announced that pitchers can now
join catchers as the only players in high school softball permitted to receive
one-way electronic communication from the dugout, effective with the 2027
season. Pictured is Westfield pitcher Mac Delph during the Shamrocks’
regional championship game.

tant director of the Michigan
High School Athletic Associ-
ation. “Whether it’s improv-
ing communication between
coaches and players, clarify-
ing how interference should

be judged after a deflected
batted ball, streamlining the
courtesy runner rule, or al-
lowing states greater flexi-
bility with umpire uniforms,
each change reflects feed-

back from the coaches and
officials who administer our
game every day. Our objec-
tive is always to make the
rules as clear, consistent and
practical as possible.”

Hook

“A lot of people there
wrestle completely different
than we do her,” said Hook.
“It’s more like a lifestyle
for them and they’re just all
about it and dedicated. They
don’t really do much except
for train, and when they
train, they don’t train like
forever, they just train hard
shorter.”

In addition to wrestling,
Hook has dipped into the
world of kickboxing. His
father, John Hook, fought

professionally in MMA
and taught his son boxing
at age 6.

“For the longest time,
he stopped teaching me
because 1 started getting
in trouble at school,” said
Camden Hook. “He told me
that wasn’t okay. First week
at school, somebody took
my crayons, I started punch-
ing them.”

Camden eventually set-
tled down and began enter-
ing fights when he was old-
er; his first fight was set up
with Iron Horse Productions
from Greenfield.

“I was 12 and I started
off fighting a kid from Ten-

nessee,” said Hook. “I don’t
know how the fight got set
up. I think the promoter used
to help promote fights for
my dad when he started off.”

Hook won that fight and
a few others. He currently
holds a 5-0 record in kick-
boxing matches.

“Maybe wrestling was
a little bit better because
we don’t fight people,” said
Gutierrez. “More controlled
chaos.”

from Page 14

In addition, Hook is a
straight-A student and a
member of the National
Honor Society. He already
has built quite a resume as he
enters high school, both ac-
ademically and in wrestling.

“I'm looking forward
to different training oppor-
tunities and wrestling high-
er-level kids more often,
making the next jump, be-
cause after that’s college,”
said Hook.
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