
The REPORTER
On Friday, July 3, two 

dogs died after being left un-
attended in a car at The Boat-
house Restaurant, 409 W. 
Jackson St., Cicero.

Perina James, 35, has since 
been arrested and charged 
with Cruelty to an Animal, a 
Level 6 Felony, and Cruelty 
to an Animal, a Class A Mis-
demeanor. (IC 35-46-3-7)

According to the proba-
ble cause affidavit, on July 3, 
Cicero Police responded to a 
call about two dogs being left 
in a hot vehicle. At 4:30 p.m., 
just before officers arrived on 
scene, the recorded tempera-
ture was 95 degrees with a 
heat index of 103 degrees.

According to the affida-
vit, “Perina stated they ar-
rived [at] the Boathouse at 
approximately 2:30 p.m. and 

she left the vehicle 
running with the 
front windows low-
ered approximate-
ly one-third of the 
way before entering 
the restaurant. She 
stated both dogs 
were alive at that 
time.”

One of the dogs, 
a Rottweiler, was deceased 
when an officer arrived on 
scene. The other dog, a Gol-
dendoodle, was taken by a 
Cicero police officer to VCA 
Veterinary Clinic in Fishers 
for emergency treatment. Ac-
cording to the affidavit, “Vet-
erinary staff later advised that 
due to the animal’s condition 
and poor prognosis, humane 
euthanasia was authorized by 
Perina James via telephone.”

James told officers she 

was in The Boat-
house for 30 to 45 
minutes, after which 
she walked to Alex-
ander’s Ice Cream, 
369 W. Jackson St., 
for another five to 
10 minutes.

The manager of 
The Boathouse told 
Cicero Police he 

had reviewed the surveillance 
footage and estimated James 
was in the restaurant for one 
hour and 45 minutes. That 
does not include the addition-
al time spent at Alexander’s 
Ice Cream.

According to the affi-
davit, “Perina James stated 
that while [at] Alexander’s 
Ice Cream, she observed her 
windshield wipers activating. 
She walked back over to her 
vehicle and discovered the 

dogs in distress. She believed 
the dogs may have manip-
ulated the vehicle’s climate 
controls, causing the air con-
ditioning settings to change.”

Also according to the af-
fidavit, “[James] later stated 
to veterinary staff over the 
phone that the dogs may have 
turned the vehicle off. This is 
inconsistent with the mechan-
ical operation of the vehicle 
and observations on scene.”

This incident occurred only 
two days after Indiana’s new 
law providing extra protection 
for good Samaritans who see 
animals trapped in a vehicle 
took effect. Public Law 80, 
formerly House Bill 1165, 
both removes the civil liability 
for damage to a vehicle in cas-
es like this and increases the 
penalties to the offender for 
cruelty to an animal.

By MONICA PETERSON
For The Reporter

Hamilton County Emergen-
cy Management is gearing up 
for its next Community Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT) 
Basic Course, and local resi-
dents are encouraged to sign up 
and save their spot.

The fall session begins Sept. 
16 and continues Wednesday 
evenings through Nov. 4, meet-
ing from 7 to 9:30 p.m.

CERT training is designed 
to equip everyday residents 
with the knowledge and hands-
on skills needed to safely as-
sist during real emergencies. 
Throughout the eightweek pro-
gram, participants will practice 
essential preparedness and re-
sponse techniques through real-
istic, scenario-based activities. 
Instruction covers fire safety, 
light search and rescue, medi-
cal operations, and how to con-
fidently step in when seconds 
matter, whether responding to a 
car accident, storm damage, or 
a major community emergency.

The program emphasizes 

practical, real-world applica-
tion. Participants work along-
side trained instructors to learn 
how to assess hazards, provide 
basic first aid, perform safe res-
cues, and support professional 
responders in highstress situa-
tions. For many, CERT train-
ing not only increases personal 
readiness at home and work but 
also strengthens the resilience 
of neighborhoods, businesses, 
and places of worship across 
Hamilton County.

Graduates of the course 
become official volunteers 
with Hamilton County Emer-
gency Management, joining a 
dedicated team of community 
members committed to pre-
paredness and public safety. 
As volunteers, CERT members 
receive ongoing education at 
monthly meetings and are in-
vited to participate in addition-
al trainings, drills, and exercis-
es offered throughout the year. 
These opportunities help main-
tain and expand their skills 
while fostering collaboration 
with fellow volunteers.

Residents interested in 

learning more about the CERT 
Basic Course or signing up for 
the September class can visit the 
program webpage at hamilton-
county.in.gov/1279/CERT.

Monica Peterson is the 
Community Outreach and Vol-
unteer Coordinator for Ham-
ilton County Emergency Man-
agement.
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Hamilton County CERT opens 
registration for fall Basic Course

Photo provided
Cathy Zink, Tom Coors, and Steve Arnold practice CPR 
with the use of an AED during a recent CERT training.

Mid-year check-in
I learned about a 

new unofficial holiday 
recently – National 
Leon Day, celebrated 
every year on June 25. 
Since the date marks 
the halfway point to 
Christmas, a lot of peo-
ple celebrate a mini 
version of the holiday. 
It’s called National 
Leon Day because 
Leon is “Noel” spelled backwards.

While I love Christmas, National Leon 
Day is simply not for me. I prefer to enjoy 
whatever season I’m in. If y’all love it and 
celebrate, more power to you!

What I do like is the idea of celebrating 
the middle of the year. It’s a great time to 
reflect on how I’ve done on my New Year’s 
resolutions, and to think about the highs and 
lows I’ve experienced. I especially enjoy 
reflecting on how much I’ve grown as a hu-
man being over the last six months.

The first half of 2026 has stretched me 
to my limits – in a good way. I started out 
the year with a program offered through my 
church called Magnify 90. This is a 90-day 
journey where women foster a deep rela-
tionship with God and others.

Participants meet in small groups at least 
once a week. They also commit to a daily dis-
cipline of prayer and reflection. Through this 
experience, they find spiritual refreshment 
and growth in their friendship with Jesus.

While the 90 days involve sacrifices and 
work, the experience was worth it to me. 
I made four new friends – or I should say, 
church family members – and we regularly 
stay in contact. I still do some of the practic-
es, which has made my life so much better.

Magnify 90 helped me learn to more 
easily forgive others, which as many read-
ers know, helped me tremendously last 
spring with my Airbnb woes. In fact, I’m 
grateful for the trials and struggles now. 
(Guess what my next book will be about.)

Another cool thing about celebrating the 
mid-year point is reflecting on my health 
goals. I’ve taken some baby steps recently 
with the hope of moving from good to great 
health. It was nice to wake up on July 1 
with determination to succeed on this front. 
I look forward to seeing results by the end 
of the year.

So, readers, how are you doing so far 
this year? Have you reached some of the 
goals you set for yourself in January? If not, 
what can you do to finish the year better?

Grab a pen and paper, or open your 
laptop/notes app, and spend an hour or so 
thinking of your 2026 journey so far. Cele-
brate what you’ve accomplished, jot down 
some baby steps you can start on today to 
reach your goals, and, if it’s your thing … 
say a prayer to get some help.

I may not celebrate National Leon Day, 
but I’ll embrace “Mid-Year Check In” day 
with joy every summer!

Amy Shankland is an empty-nester, 
writer, and fundraising professional living 
in Noblesville with her husband John and 
two dogs. You can reach her via email at 
amys@greenavenue.info.

AMY SHANKLAND
Perfectly Imperfect

COLUMNIST

James

HCAA’s Youth Art Wellness Week taking 
place at Noblesville Boys & Girls Club

Program made possible through generous support from Duke Energy
The REPORTER

The Hamilton County Art-
ists’ Association (HCAA) an-
nounces its upcoming Youth 
Art Wellness Week, taking 
place July 13 to 17 at the No-
blesville Boys & Girls Club, 
1700 Conner St., Noblesville.

The program will wel-
come up to 40 kids each day, 
ages 5 to 12, for hands on cre-
ative experiences designed to 
support mental wellness, ar-
tistic confidence, and personal 
expression.

Throughout the week, 
students will explore mindful 
drawing and painting, col-
lage, and sculpture, guided by 
HCAA’s member artists, who 
bring professional expertise 
and a passion for nurturing 

young creators. Each activity 
is intentionally crafted to help 
students build focus, reduce 
stress, and discover the joy of 
creative problem solving.

This year’s program is gen-
erously sponsored by Duke 
Energy, whose commitment 
to community enrichment and 
youth development makes 
initiatives like this possible. 
Duke Energy’s support allows 
HCAA to offer high quality 
arts programming that is ac-
cessible, uplifting, and deeply 
impactful for families across 
Hamilton County. Their in-
vestment reflects a shared be-
lief in the power of the arts to 
strengthen wellbeing, inspire 
imagination, and build a more 
connected community.

“HCAA is grateful for 
Duke Energy’s partnership,” 
an HCAA spokesman said. 
“Their dedication to support-
ing local youth and expand-
ing access to the arts plays a 
vital role in helping us deliver 
meaningful, arts centered pro-
gramming.”

The Youth Art Wellness 
Week is part of HCAA’s on-
going mission to foster cre-
ativity, support emerging art-
ists, and bring the arts to the 
heart of the community. More 
information about HCAA and 
its programs can be found at 
hcaa-in.org.

Soil & Water to
hold public meeting 
on 2026 Farm Bill

The REPORTER
The Hamilton 

County Soil and 
Water Conser-
vation District 
will conduct a 
Local Working 
Group meeting 
to determine the 
ranking for the 2026 
Farm Bill Programs.

The meeting will be held at 8 a.m. Aug. 
20 in the conference room at the new Ham-
ilton County Soil & Water Building, 1721 
Pleasant St., Unit A, Noblesville.

Everyone who has interest in land locat-
ed in Boone County is welcome to attend. 
Please call (765) 482-6355 ext. 3 if you 
need further information or would like to 
submit input in advance of the meeting.

Two dogs die after being left in car on
95-degree day; owner charged with felony

https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2026/bills/house/1165/details
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/1279/CERT
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/1279/CERT
http://paulpoteet.com
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://wishtv.com
https://readthereporter.com
mailto:amys@greenavenue.info
https://www.hcaa-in.org/
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in concert          with nature!

Scan the QR code
to purchase tickets or by going
to myhamiltoncountyparks.com.

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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The blessing of giving
We all have 

our own windows 
to the world. Our 
perspectives and 
opinions vary re-
garding what we 
see.

Take, for ex-
ample, witness 
reports at a fender 
bender. Five dif-
ferent witnesses 
can all see the same acci-
dent and yet report on it 
differently. This happened 
recently at an intersection 
near our office. Eyewitness 
reports varied as to what 
happened, how it happened, 
and how a car ended up per-
pendicular to the ground. 
Perspective and opinions 
generally vary, except when 
they don’t.

Last week, my window 
to the world – the east-fac-
ing window in my office 
– allowed me to witness 
one of the most interesting 
encounters to ever grace 
my field of vision. This in-
cludes the day when a fully 
dressed cowboy wearing 
a floor-length leather coat 
rode his bike to the pantry 
and walked up directly to 
my window to tell me how 
grateful he was for the food 
in the pantry. This day was 
different; I was blessed to 
just sit back and watch this 
story unfold.

The perspective is sim-
ple: it’s amazing to see the 
Feeding Team model work 
right in front of me. 

A young woman pulled 
up in the driveway in an old-
er black Saturn. As she got 
out of her car, no less than 
15 feet outside my window, 
I could easily see her dis-
tressed demeanor. She did 
not make eye contact; she 
was head down and took 
10 steps to get to the pan-
try. Not 30 seconds later, 
into the drive a late-model 
maroon SUV pulls in and 
parks next to the Saturn. A 
middle-aged lady exits the 

SUV carrying 
three plastic gro-
cery bags full of 
items to donate to 
the pantry at our 
office.

The divine 
appointment that 
occurred was ob-
viously not a co-
incidence.

Logically, this 
can’t be the first or only 
time when a neighbor was 
shopping at a Feeding Team 
pantry and a supporter ar-
rived to donate to that same 
pantry at that same moment. 
However, it’s the first time I 
saw it happen right through 
my window to the world. 
Two complete strangers, 
one in need and one willing 
to help a neighbor. 

As they stood there 
briefly chatting, I couldn’t 
do justice to the looks on 
the ladies’ faces. The re-
cipient’s face was a blend-
ed combination of relief, 
gratitude, happiness, and 
thanksgiving. The donor’s 
smiling face reflected what 
can only be described as the 
blessing of giving. It’s that 
warm feeling of satisfaction 
that you get in your spirit 
when you do the right thing 
for someone else. Neither 
had any idea that I saw their 
interaction. 

I didn’t see what the 
young lady took from the 
donor. But that’s not the 
point of the story.

A family’s need was met 
by a willing donor. Both 
people felt the blessing of 
giving in a very real way. 
This day it happened in real 
time and in my window to 
the world. 

What’s the point? It’s 
rare to witness an actual do-
nor and shopper meet; how-
ever, Feeding Team pantries 
are open all the time. Those 
in need stop by a pantry 
that has been stocked by a 
neighbor, volunteer, or host. 
When you donate you are 

the Blessing of Giving to a 
neighbor in need. 

From the front lines 
of fighting hunger, life is 
changing in real time. We 
see increases in gap fami-
lies looking to get through 
a tough time. The numbers 
are changing as the econo-
my ebbs and flows. People 
who have never experi-
enced food insecurity are 
searching for a solution. 
Many find Feeding Team 
through our social media 
and through word of mouth.

But many don’t know 
that these resources are 
available.

If you find your fami-
ly in need, please contact 
us, find a pantry at Feed-
ingTeam.org, and follow 
us on social media to learn 
about upcoming food distri-
bution events. Please share 
our message with those who 
are in need, too. We rely on 
neighbors to help neighbors 
connect with those who are 
in need. Thank you.
About FeedingTeam.org

More than 44,000 peo-
ple in Hamilton County 
struggle with food needs. 
FeedingTeam.org is a 
registered 501(c)(3) non-
profit that offers outdoor, 
no-questions-asked food 
pantries that are open 24/7, 
all year long. These pantries 
help families who may not 
qualify for other programs 
but still need a few meals to 
get by.

We are so thankful for 
all the volunteers, hosts, 
donors, and sponsors who 
help us every day. We love 
serving our neighbors and 
seeing how your generos-
ity changes lives. Hunger 
doesn’t always look the 
way people think it does, 
and every meal makes a big 
difference.

A simple can of food can 
mean everything to a parent 
who has nothing left to feed 
their kids. A few meals can 
change someone’s life.

If you’d like to help, 
there are many volunteer 
opportunities. We are also 
looking for new spots for 
future pantries. If you know 
a good location, please con-

tact us.
Mark and Lisa Hall are 

the Founders of Feeding 
Team. They may be reached 
at lisa@feedingteam.org 
and mark@feedingteam.org 
or by calling (317) 832-1123.

MARK HALL

COLUMNIST

The Feeding Team Feature

FeedingTeam.org
Facts

• 80 outdoor pantries
• Two drive-thru food
  pick-ups monthly and
  two in-office food
  pick-ups monthly
• 20,000 meals per month
• Over 30 volunteer families

Get a first look inside 
Stick & Hack Westfield at 
July Coffee Connections

The REPORTER
The Westfield Chamber 

of Commerce will hold its 
July Coffee Connections 
from 8 to 9 a.m. Thursday, 
July 30 at Stick & Hack, 10 
E. 191st St.

Be among the first to ex-
perience one of Westfield’s 
newest entertainment desti-
nations. Hear directly from 
Adam Grubb, Founder and 
Partner of Stick & Hack En-
tertainment, and the team as 
they share their vision for 
the 36,000 square-foot ven-
ue and what’s on the hori-
zon, including restaurants, 
golf, racing simulators, 
sports, games, event spac-
es, memberships, and year-
round experiences designed 
to bring people together.

Chamber Partners can 

also discover how their busi-
nesses can be part of Stick & 
Hack’s journey. Learn about 
partnership opportunities, 
community events, sponsor-
ships, seasonal markets, and 
how Stick & Hack plans 
to collaborate with local 
businesses including Grand 
Park, nonprofits, schools, 
and the Westfield Chamber 
to make a lasting impact in 
the community.

Whether you’re looking 
to grow your network, ex-
plore new partnerships, or 
simply stay connected with 
what’s happening in West-
field, this is a Coffee Connec-
tions you won’t want to miss.

Enjoy complimentary 
coffee, make meaningful 
connections, and register 
today to reserve your spot.

Get free summer wellness 
samples at Hamilton County 
Meijer stores on Saturday

The REPORTER
This Saturday, July 11, 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Hoosiers 
can visit all Meijer locations 
across Hamilton County, in-
cluding Westfield, Carmel, 
and both Noblesville loca-
tions and receive compli-
mentary samples and cou-
pons from leading skin care 
and hydration brands.

Designed to help shop-
pers feel summer-ready 
from the inside out, visi-
tors can peruse sunscreen, 
hydrating beverages and 
supplements, and skin care 

products. Giveaway sam-
ples include: 

• Drip Drop sample pack
• PanOxyl samples
• Liquid IV stick pack 
• Piping Rock multi-vi-

tamin gummies
Here are the addresses 

for local Meijer stores:
• Westfield: 225 W. 

Spring Mill Pointe Drive
• Carmel: 1424 W. Car-

mel Drive
• Noblesville (grocery): 

5956 Promenade Shops Blvd.
• Noblesville: 17000 

Mercantile Blvd.

http://basilewestfieldplayhouse.org
https://www.indianaortho.com/understanding-hip-and-knee-pain/
https://cfbindiana.com/locations
http://www.feedingteam.org
http://www.feedingteam.org
https://feedingteam.org/
mailto:lisa@feedingteam.org
mailto:mark@feedingteam.org
https://westfieldchamberofcommerce.growthzoneapp.com/ap/Events/Register/R1FWnvAURC0CX
https://westfieldchamberofcommerce.growthzoneapp.com/ap/Events/Register/R1FWnvAURC0CX
https://westfieldchamberofcommerce.growthzoneapp.com/ap/Events/Register/R1FWnvAURC0CX
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www.americanbanko�reedom.bank

14611 N. Gray Road
Westfield, IN 46062

(463) 622-2930

3 Months 6 Months 12 Months

3.65 3.65 3.65% % %
APY* APY* APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is current as of this issue and subject to change at any time. APY 
assumes that interest remains on deposit until maturity. Minimum deposit of $1,000 to open this 

account with a maximum deposit of $240,000 per account. Minimum balance requirement of $1,000 to 
earn interest. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Accounts may be 

subject to other fees, contact your local branch to learn more. 
APPLIES TO NEW DEPOSITS ONLY.

American Bank of Freedom, Member FDIC.

Certificate of Deposit Specials

Stop by or call your local branch today to learn more! 

Save time and open your account online! 

Westfield holds developer roundtable 
outlining updated Comprehensive Plan
The REPORTER

The Westfield Eco-
nomic Development Team 
recently held a Develop-
er Roundtable called 
“What is a Com-
plete City?”

To g e t h e r 
with devel-
opers and 
industry part-
ners, attendees 
explored how 
the city’s updated 
Comprehensive Plan 
is guiding targeted growth 
from destination develop-
ment and mixed-use dis-
tricts to innovation spaces. 
The conversation reinforced 
a shared commitment to 
creating places that are con-
nected, economically resil-
ient, and designed for long-
term success.

City officials value the 
candid feedback and market 
insights shared during the 
session. These perspectives 

are critical as they continue 
aligning policy, infrastruc-
ture, and private investment 
to support high-quality de-

velopment across the 
city.

Thank you to 
FIELD Brew-
ing for serving 
as host and 
to Wallack 
Somers & Haas 

for serving as 
the social hour 

sponsor.
Thank you to every-

one who participated and 
contributed to a productive 
discussion, and city officials 
look forward to continuing 
the dialogue and building 
on this momentum. Be on 
the lookout for upcom-
ing Developer Roundtable 
dates and future opportuni-
ties to stay engaged.

Click here to learn more 
about Westfield’s Compre-
hensive Plan.

Photo provided by City of Westfield
Executive Chief of Economic and Community 
Development Jenell Fairman leads the Developer 
Roundtable at FIELD Brewing.

Ramp from I-465 to 
Allisonville Road set 
for overnight closure
The REPORTER

The ramp from east-
bound Interstate 465 to 
Allisonville Road is sched-
uled to close from 9 p.m. 
Thursday, July 9 to 6 a.m. 
Friday, July 10. Crews 
are removing barrier wall 
and completing pavement 

markings.
Actual dates and antici-

pated work may be adjusted 
if inclement weather or oth-
er unforeseen circumstances 
occur.

For schedule updates, 
follow the project at Clear-
Path465.com.

State Road 37 projects gets 
$12M in federal funding

Submitted by Office of 
U.S. Senator Todd Young

On Wednesday, July 8, 
U.S. Senator Todd Young 
(R-Ind.) announced more 
than $57.8 million 
in federal funding 
through the U.S. 
Department of 
Transportation’s 
Better Utilizing 
Investments to 
Leverage Devel-
opment (BUILD) 
Grant Program for 
four transportation 
infrastructure projects across 
Indiana. 

Locally, $12 million 
will go to the Revolutionize 
State Road 37 Project:

• Completes final design 
for reconstruction of a 1.6-
mile segment of State Road 
37. 

• Converts the corridor 
into a grade-separated high-
way. 

• Replaces three signal-
ized intersections with con-
tinuous-flow roundabout 
interchanges featuring pe-
destrian facilities. 

• Includes an overpass 

bridge, bridge replacement, 
and additional access im-
provements.

The funding will support 
projects to improve roads, 

bridges, freight 
infras t ructure , 
and transportation 
safety while sup-
porting economic 
growth across the 
state. Sen. Young 
wrote letters of 
support for each 
of the projects.

“These invest-
ments will strengthen Indi-
ana’s infrastructure, improve 
safety, support commerce 
and help communities pre-
pare for future growth,” Sen. 
Young said. “From modern-
izing critical bridges and 
freight facilities to improv-
ing major transportation 
corridors, these projects will 
benefit Hoosiers for decades 
to come while keeping Indi-
ana’s transportation network 
strong and our economy 
growing. I appreciate Sec-
retary Duffy’s partnership in 
helping make these invest-
ments possible.”

Young

Hamilton County 
Reporter
	 More News	 More Sports
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Women landowners invited to ‘Learning 
Circle’ on soil health & water quality

The REPORTER
Women who own farm-

land or are involved in man-
aging agricultural land are 
invited to participate in a 
Women4theLand Learning 
Circle from 9:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 
15, at the Hamilton County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District Office, 1721 Pleas-
ant St., Unit A, Noblesville.

The interactive session 
will focus on practical ap-
proaches to improving soil 
health and water quality 
while providing an oppor-
tunity for women to learn 
from one another and build 
connections with other 
women landowners.

The Learning Circle is 
the first session in a three-
part educational series spon-
sored by The Nature Con-
servancy and supported by 
the Hamilton County Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict. The series is designed 
specifically for women who 
own farmland, actively 
farm, help manage agricul-
tural land, expect to inherit 
farmland, or participate in 
family land management 
decisions. Through peer-to-
peer learning and discussion, 
participants will explore 
conservation practices that 
support productive farmland, 
healthy soils, and clean wa-
ter. Healthy soils and clean 

water are essential to the 
long-term productivity and 
resilience of Indiana farms, 
making conservation deci-
sions increasingly important 
for today's farmland owners.

Unlike a traditional 
workshop, the Learning Cir-
cle encourages conversation 
among participants, allow-
ing women to share expe-
riences, ask questions, and 
learn from one another in a 
welcoming environment.

“Women are playing 
an increasingly important 
role in decisions about In-
diana farmland,” Women-
4theLand State Coordinator 
Heather Bacher said. “This 
Learning Circle offers an 
opportunity to connect with 
other women, explore con-
servation topics together, 
and gain practical informa-
tion that can be applied to 
their own land.”

Women from Hamilton 
County, Tipton County, and 
surrounding communities 
are encouraged to attend.

Participants are also in-
vited to share their perspec-
tives by completing the Wo-
men4theLand Community 

Building statewide survey, 
which will help guide future 
educational programming 
and the development of fu-
ture Women4theLand com-
munities across Indiana.

The deadline to RSVP is 
Monday, July 13. Register for 
the Learning Circle and com-
plete the statewide survey at 
Women4theLand.org.

Women4theLand is a 
peer learning network that 
connects women landowners 
and agricultural profession-
als through workshops and 
hands-on conservation learn-
ing. It supports informed 
land stewardship, farmland 
management, and sustain-
able decision-making.

Photo provided
The Learning Circle encourages conversation among participants, allowing 
women to share experiences, ask questions, and learn from one another in 
a welcoming environment.

Hollowell running for 
Hamilton County Sheriff
Submitted

Democrat Charles Hol-
lowell has announced his 
candidacy for Hamilton 
County Sheriff, 
bringing more 
than 25 years of 
law enforcement 
experience and 
a lifelong com-
mitment to pub-
lic service to the 
2026 election.

Throughout 
his career, Hol-
lowell has served 
in a variety of leadership 
roles dedicated to protecting 
the community, supporting 
fellow officers, and building 
strong relationships with 
the public. Supported by 
his family, he is running to 
provide experienced, trans-
parent, and community-fo-
cused leadership for the 
Sheriff's Office.

“Serving this communi-
ty has been one of the great-
est privileges of my life,” 
Hollowell said. “I'm running 
for Sheriff because Hamil-
ton County deserves experi-
enced, steady leadership that 
puts people first. I’ll lead a 

Sheriff’s Office committed 
to professionalism, account-
ability, and treating every 
person with dignity and re-

spect. Together, 
we’ll continue to 
maintain a safe, 
strong communi-
ty. My commit-
ment is simple: 
Protecting All. 
Serving All.”

H o l l o w e l l 
and his wife have 
called Hamilton 
County home for 

nearly 25 years, where they 
are raising their 11-year-
old son. Together they are 
also proud parents of three 
grown sons, three daugh-
ters-in-law, and grandpar-
ents to two granddaughters 
and a grandson on the way.

The public is invited 
to attend Hollowell's offi-
cial campaign kickoff cel-
ebration from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Sunday, July 12 at Grand 
Junction Brewing Co., 1189 
E. 181st St., Westfield. All 
ages are welcome.

Additional campaign in-
formation will be available 
at the event.

Hollowell

Community News
Coffee Hour for Veterans

Attention Veterans in northern Hamilton County …
From 9 to 10 a.m. on the first Saturday of each 

month, Veterans and the general public are welcome to 
get together at Remnant Coffee Shop, 101 W. Main St. 
(266th Street), Arcadia.

Come get to know other Veterans in the area. Tea 
drinkers are welcome.

Thanks for reading 
The Reporter!

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://www.women4theland.org/
https://readthereporter.com/
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Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Business cards

Noblesville Roofing 
& Restoration 

Phone (317) 223-4587
Email: dhbs@comcast.net 

317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday

1/2 Price Bottles of 
Wine On Wednesdays

Reservations Recommended 

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

CARMEL  FISHERS  NOBLESVILLE  WESTFIELD  NORTHERN TOWNS

TenderloinTuesday.com

EVERY TUESDAY

JUNE 30–JULY 28

CLAIM YOUR PASS  
FOR DEALS!
Use to earn deals and promo offers at 60+ 
participating restaurants on the Tenderloin Trail.™

Rep. Spartz sponsors bipartisan 
bill to honor Thomas Paine

Submitted by Office of 
U.S. Rep. Victoria Spartz

On Wednesday, July 
8, Congresswoman Victo-
ria Spartz (R-Ind.-05) and 
Congressman Jamie Raskin 
(D-Md.-08), introduced bi-
partisan legislation to direct 
the U.S. Department of the 
Interior to place the Thom-
as Paine Memorial in “Area 
1” of the National Mall, as 
recommended by the Na-
tional Capital Memorial 
Advisory Commission 
(NCMAC).

“As we celebrate Amer-
ica’s 250th anniversary, we 
remember Thomas Paine’s 
timeless words: ‘These are 
the times that try men’s 
souls,’ which helped ral-
ly General Washington’s 

army before the 
crossing of the 
Delaware – a 
pivotal moment 
that changed the 
course of the 
R e v o l u t i o n , ” 
Spartz said. 
“Their sacrifices 
should remind 
us of the price so 
many Americans paid to 
secure our freedom – a pre-
cious gift we have a solemn 
duty to preserve for future 
generations.”

Margaret Downey, 
President of Thomas Paine 
Memorial Association 
commended the action.

“Thomas Paine gave 
this country its argument 
for independence and then 

took up a musket 
in the Continental 
Army to help win 
it,” Downey said. 
“He sold half a 
million copies of 
Common Sense 
when the na-
tion was still an 
idea, and George 
Washington had 

The American Crisis read 
aloud to the troops before 
they crossed the Delaware. 
Paine opposed slavery, 
called for the education of 
every child, and imagined 
a brotherhood of free na-
tions long before the world 
was ready for it. Paine was 
a hero to Benjamin Frank-
lin, Abraham Lincoln, and 
Frederick Douglass. For 

250 years the capital he 
helped bring into being has 
had no memorial to him. 
We intend to correct that, 
and Area 1 is exactly where 
he belongs.”  

Rep. Spartz also spon-
sored the 2023 law that 
authorized the Thomas 
Paine Memorial Associa-
tion to establish a memori-
al in Washington D.C. The 
Paine memorial is fully 
funded with private contri-
butions from admirers of 
Paine and his work. Paine is 
best known for writing the 
pamphlet Common Sense 
in 1776 which galvanized 
support for the American 
revolution.

Click here to read the 
full text of the bill.

Indiana State Police releases June enforcement statistics
The REPORTER

The Enforcement Bu-
reau of the Indiana State 
Police (ISP) oversees the 
traffic enforcement efforts 
of the Troopers assigned to 
the 14 State Police Districts 
throughout Indiana. Among 
their primary missions is 
helping to provide safe trav-
el for everyone.

As a result of strate-
gic enforcement efforts, 
Troopers documented the 
following statistics for 
June 2026.

Traffic Stops: 31,456
• 14,206 traffic citations
• 24,911 traffic warnings
• 292 drunk driving ar-

rests
• 1,279 criminal arrests 

(traffic related)
• 880 criminal arrests 

(non-traffic related)
• 1,325 seatbelt cita-

tions
• 210 distracted driving 

citations
Crashes Investigated: 

1,396
• Personal injury crash-

es: 186
• Fatal crashes: 3
Troopers often happen 

upon or are dispatched to 
assist with disabled vehi-
cles. These calls include 
flat tires, mechanical is-

sues, stuck vehicles, or 
those out of fuel. During 
June, Troopers assisted 
2,460 motorists on Indiana 
roadways.

As part of Governor 
Braun’s public safety plat-
form, the Indiana State 
Police will continue using 
various methods in enforc-
ing Indiana’s traffic laws 
with the primary goal of 
voluntary compliance with 
these laws. These may 
include aviation assets, 
dedicated patrols, wolf 
pack patrols, motorcycle 
patrols, unmarked patrol 
vehicles, and marked Ford 
Mustangs.

The overall goal is to 
drive down the number of 
crashes, injuries, and fatal-
ities. It's not about writing 
tickets; it's about saving 
lives.

Community members 
are always encouraged to 
report suspicious and/or il-
legal activity on roadways 
to law enforcement by call-
ing 911.

Commercial Vehicle 
Enforcement Division 

Statistics
ISP’s Commercial Ve-

hicle Enforcement Divi-
sion (CVED) is responsi-
ble for enforcing both state 

and federal regulations on 
all commercial motor ve-
hicles (CMV). Major tasks 
include conducting Safety 
Inspections, New Entrant 
Safety Audits, and Com-
pliance Reviews to ensure 
compliance with equip-
ment and hours-of-service 
regulations.

CVED is also tasked 
with enforcing Indiana’s 
size and weight laws and 
ensuring that commercial 
carriers are properly regis-
tered and paying their fair 
share of fuel tax dollars. 
Additionally, they assist in 
the investigation of com-
mercial vehicle crashes 
(post-crash inspections) 
and manage the annual 
school bus inspection pro-
gram.

From May 15 to June 
15 because of their en-
forcement efforts, ISP 
CVED accomplished the 
following:
Total CMV Inspections 

Completed: 8,736
• Total Out of Service 

Drivers: 476
• Total Out of Service 

Vehicles: 524
• Total Number of Over-

size Violations: 39
• Total Number of Over-

weight Violations: 257
CVED partnered with 

the Commercial Vehicle 
Safety Alliance (CVSA) 
for CVSA’s Human Traf-
ficking Awareness Initia-

tive. This was an additional 
human trafficking aware-
ness initiative to remind 
the commercial motor ve-
hicle industry that human 
trafficking is a significant 
concern surrounding major 
events, such as the FIFA 
World Cup competition.

During this human traf-
ficking initiative, ISP’s 
Commercial Vehicle En-
forcement units engaged 
in conversations with the 
CMV drivers they encoun-
ter during CMV Roadside 
Inspections. They also 
passed out materials from 
TAT (formerly Truckers 
Against Trafficking). This 
additional CVSA Human 
Trafficking Awareness 
Initiative was conducted 
across North America from 
June 1 to 5.

ISP CVED’s enforce-
ment efforts are part of 
Gov. Braun’s public safety 
platform to ensure safe en-
vironments to travel, work 
and live for all Hoosiers 
and for those who traverse 
the “Crossroads of Ameri-
ca.”

Thanks for reading the
Hamilton County Reporter!

Spartz

http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://qrco.de/bgqZnA
https://tinyurl.com/45hr357m
http://www2.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/propertyreports/reports.aspx?parcel=1514100001005002
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Thank you to our supporting sponsors

in concert          with nature!

Scan the QR code
to purchase tickets or by going
to myhamiltoncountyparks.com.

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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Photos provided by Lisa Dick, Noblesville Lions Club
At their June meetings, the Noblesville Lions recognized 2025 and 2026 high school scholarship winners. (ABOVE LEFT, from left) Lion Julia Kozicki 
with 2025 Irv Heath scholarship winner Nash Watson (now a student at Trine University), 2026 academic scholarship winner Gwendolyn Pritsch 
(planning to attend Purdue University), and 2026 Minton Concannon scholarship winner Adalynn Gould (planning to attend Butler University). 
(ABOVE RIGHT, from left) Scholarship honoree Madelyn Schipp (planning to attend Purdue University), 2026 academic scholarship winner Adam Fine 
(planning to attend Franklin College), 2026 Irv Heath scholarship winner Alexander Hamm (planning to attend Indiana University), Annabelle Springer 
(planning to attend Ivy Tech), and Lion Julia Kozicki.

Noblesville Lions welcome scholarship winners

Gov. Mike Braun boosts family
services workforce through 

‘Power Up Indiana’ investments
Submitted by Office of 
Governor Mike Braun

Governor Mike Braun is 
working to grow wages and 
advance skills for family 
service workers 
who support chil-
dren, parents, and 
Hoosier families 
through Power 
Up Indiana.

Run by the 
Department of 
Workforce De-
velopment, Pow-
er Up Indiana 
provides funding 
for employers in childcare, 
counseling, and family 
support fields who build 
stronger career pathways 
for frontline workers while 
expanding the services fam-
ilies rely on. These invest-
ments also require wage 
increases of at least 25 per-
cent while helping employ-
ees gain specialized skills, 
move into higher-value 
roles and support employers 
working to meet growing 
community needs.

“When a child needs 
extra support or a family 
needs access to behavioral 
healthcare, the quality of the 
workforce matters,” Gov. 
Braun said. “Power Up In-
diana helps employers train 
the people doing that work, 
expanding essential family 
services and creating op-
portunities for Hoosiers to 
build successful careers.”

Twin Springs Coun-
seling, a rural counseling 

practice, is strengthening its 
clinician pipeline through 
a residency program that 
provides early-career pro-
fessionals with mentorship, 

supervision, and 
specialized train-
ing. With fund-
ing from Power 
Up Indiana, the 
program prepares 
the next genera-
tion of behavioral 
health providers 
while helping 
expand access to 
care for young 

Hoosiers and families in 
rural and underserved com-
munities.

Smarty Pants Daycare 
Ministries is using Pow-
er Up funds for workforce 
training to better support 
children with behavioral 
challenges and help staff 
grow professionally. Em-
ployees receive classroom 
instruction, hands-on ex-
perience and one-on-one 
coaching that prepares 
them to work with children 
who need additional sup-
port. By investing in staff 
development, the organiza-
tion is strengthening class-
room quality, expanding 
program capacity, and mak-
ing trained professionals 
more accessible to families.

Under Gov. Braun, Pow-
er Up Indiana is expanding 
access to training opportu-
nities that lead to employee 
advancement, wage growth 
and stronger retention. For 
family service organiza-
tions, that means keeping 
skilled workers in roles 
where they can support chil-
dren, stabilize families, and 
help communities meet ev-
eryday needs.

To learn more about 
Power Up Indiana, visit 
in.gov/dwd/job-seekers/
power-up.

Braun

BIDDING OPENS: Friday, June 26th @ Noon
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, July 11th @ 6pm

PREVIEW DATES:  Tuesday, Thursday, Thursday, July 8th from Noon - 6pm
PICK-UP DAYS: Monday, July 13th from Noon - 6pm 

Tuesday, July 14th from Noon - 6pm

ON-LINE ONLY PUBLIC AUCTION
A Living Estate of Antiques & Uniques, 

Glassware & Pottery
R/C Trucks, Boats, Parts & Accessories,  

Die-Cast Farm Toys, Coin Banks, Cars & Airplanes 

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

Remote Control Gas Powered & Nitro Cars, Trucks, 
Boats, Tires, Parts, Accessories, Miss Budweiser Boat; 
Farm Toys (All Scales, Makes & Models), Die-Cast & 
Precision, Die-Cast Cars, Semi’s, Coin Banks & Airplanes; 
Pedal Fire Truck, Vintage Ride-On Toys, Tonka Toys, Star 
Wars & Star Trek, Model Kits; Vtg. Tin Toys & Games, 
Wood Toys, Glass Baby Bottles, Children’s Books, Infant 
& Baby Items; Potty Chairs, Baths & Toys, Little Big 
Books, Puzzles, Barbies, Like-New & New Toys, I Love 

Lucy & Snow White Dolls; Belt Buckles, Arrowheads, 1-4 
Person Boating Tubes; John Deere HO Train Sets, Train 
Cars & Accessories, Harley-Davidson Tool Kit & Shot 
Glass Collection; Comic Books, Vintage Lunch Boxes, 
Longaberger Baskets, Household Items, Furniture & 
Curio Cabinets; Crocks, Coca-Cola, Sports Trading Cards, 
Beautiful Collection of Hull, Webber & Roseville Pottery; 
Westmorland, Fostoria, Fenton, Candlewick, Jefferson, 
Carnival Glass, Steins, China, More

Accurate
Balanced
Local News

https://qr.io/r/jo4nQy
https://www.in.gov/dwd/job-seekers/power-up
https://www.in.gov/dwd/job-seekers/power-up
https://www.cripesauction.com/
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Today’s Bible Reading
The Transjordan Tribes

The descendants of Makir son of Manasseh 
went to Gilead, captured it and drove out the 
Amorites who were there. So Moses gave Gilead 
to the Makirites, the descendants of Manasseh, 
and they settled there. Jair, a descendant of 
Manasseh, captured their settlements and called 
them Havvoth Jair. And Nobah captured Kenath 
and its surrounding settlements and called it 
Nobah after himself.

Numbers 32:39-42 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

Hamilton 
County 

Reporter
Contact Information

Email
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Web Address
ReadTheReporter.com

Publisher Stu Clampitt
765-365-2316

Subscription Inquiries
Subscribe@ReadTheReporter.com

765-585-9519

Advertising & Public Notices
Ads@ReadTheReporter.com

765-365-2316

Sports Editor Richie Hall
Sports@ReadTheReporter.com

Twitter: @Richie_Hall

Mailing Address
136 S. 9th St., Suite 12
Noblesville, IN  46060

Mary Waldschmidt
August 9, 1935 – July 4, 2026

Mary Elinor Wilson Waldschmidt, 90, Noblesville, 
went Home to our Heavenly Father on 
July 4, 2026. She was born in Lower 
Merion, Pa., to Franklin (Frank) and 
Mary Wilson on August 9, 1935. Mary 
attended the University of Miami, Cor-
al Gables, where she met her husband, 
Alan Parker Waldschmidt. They were 
married for 60 years before his death.

Mary raised four children and was 
a selfless, giving human being who 

was always thinking of others. She was an accomplished 
seamstress and an impeccable housekeeper. She worked 
in Accounting and Finance for both ITT and Howard W. 
Sams Publishing. 

Upon retiring, she helped raise several grandchildren 
before she and her husband moved back to Florida to enjoy 
their retirement. She loved walking the beaches collecting 
seashells, riding bikes, and playing tennis with Alan. Missing 
family, they moved back to Indiana, settling in Noblesville.

Mary is survived by her brothers, Edmund “Bud” Wil-
son and William (Bill) Wilson; daughter, Barbara Yattaw; 
son, John Waldschmidt; 10 grandchildren, notably her part-
ner in crime and best friends, Emily Grace Good, who took 
her grams shopping and out to lunch weekly, and Sarah 
Jane Good, who moved in with her after Alan’s death to 
keep her company and helped her thrive. In addition, she 
was blessed with 13 great-grandchildren.

She held a special place in her heart for her nieces and 
nephew and their spouses and children, Debbie Hancock, 
Cheryl (John) Kruse, Lisa (Carl) Ziehr, and nephew Rich-
ard (Sue) Morgan.

Mary was preceded in death by her husband, Alan; her 
parents, Frank and Mary; sister, Barbara Laubert; son, Mark 
Alan Waldschmidt; son-in-law Gary Yattaw; and daughter, 
Karen Marie Waldschmidt King.

We would be remiss not to mention her Angels on 
Earth, neighbors Brenda Slone and Bill and Annie Fraley. 
They kept an eye on her and helped in so many ways. We 
will be forever grateful for how kind they were to our mom.

Cremation will be handled by Indiana Funeral Care 
with burial in Plainfield, Ind. A private gravesite service 
will be held at a later date.

Meeting Notices
The Hamilton County Com-

missioners will meet in an exec-
utive session at 1 p.m. Monday, 
July 13, 2026.

A regular meeting will follow 
at 2 p.m. in the Commissioners’ 
Courtroom at the Hamilton Coun-
ty Government and Judicial Cen-
ter, 1 Hamilton County Square, 
Noblesville.

TriCo Regional Sewer Utility 
will hold its monthly Board of 
Trustees meeting at 5 p.m. Mon-
day, July 13, 2026, at 7236 May-
flower Park Drive, Zionsville.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to 
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under

I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in 
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door 

Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) 
The Hamilton County GIS Policy 
Committee will meet to discuss 
GIS projects at 9:45 a.m. Tues-
day, July 14, 2026, via Microsoft 
Teams; Meeting ID: 283 270 616 
759 658, Passcode: 42WG2gm7. 
You can call (219) 225-8177 and 
enter Conference ID 194 256 
462# when prompted.

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) 
The Hamilton County ISS Board 
will meet to discuss ISSD projects 
at 9 a.m. Tuesday, July 14, 2026, 
in Conference Room 1A at the 
Hamilton County Government 
and Judicial Center, 1 Hamilton 
County Square, Noblesville.

The meeting will also take 
place via Microsoft Teams; Meet-
ing ID: 226 591 210 589 125, 
Passcode: Lk3a6Zs6. You can call 
(219) 225-8177 and enter Con-
ference ID 875 514 149 # when 
prompted.

When weather is unpredictable, you can trust
Your Hometown Weatherman!

Carmel High School
Class of 1976 Reunion

Submitted by Sharon Kibbe
The planning committee for our 50th class reunion 

is busy searching far and wide for classmates we’ve 
lost touch with.

If you have not yet connected via our private Face-
book page, or if you know of classmates not active on 
social media, please contact carmelin1976.50thre-
union@gmail.com so we can send details about the 
Sept. 18 and 19 reunion weekend.

We have loads of fun in store, including two gath-
erings, lots of time to reconnect, and a one-hour tour 
of our old CHS stomping grounds. We are looking for-
ward to celebrating with everyone!

Community News

PublicNotices@
ReadTheReporter.com

https://readthereporter.com/obitform
https://hartleyfuneralhomes.com/
http://speaktodeak.com
www.randallroberts.com
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
mailto:HamiltonCoNorthReporter%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=
mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=
mailto:RHall1977%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
http://www.twitter.com/Richie_Hall
http://paulpoteet.com
mailto:carmelin1976.50threunion%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:carmelin1976.50threunion%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:PublicNotices%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
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https://prevailgala.home.qtego.us/
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Reporter Sports Thursday
Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Heights, Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Sheridan, University, Westfield

Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

Michael Davan fights to the 
end at PGA Indiana Open

Plum Creek teaching pro finishes as runner-up
By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

SPEEDWAY – The ac-
tion got hectic on Wednes-
day as the final round of 
the PGA Indiana Open took 
place at Brickyard Crossing 
Golf Club in Speedway.

The competition at 
times resembled a mad dash 
to the checkered flag. At one 
point, six players were tied 
for first place. By the end 
of the round, three players 
were on top of the leader-
board, including Michael 
Davan.

The Zionsville resident 
has a Hamilton County 
connection: he is a teaching 
professional at Plum Creek 
Golf Club in Carmel. Da-
van finished his third round 
with an even par 72 but was 
seven under for the tourna-
ment (209). He shared that 
score with two amateurs: 
Goshen’s Brayden Miller 
and Brownstown’s Micah 
Sheffer.

The three men competed 
in a two-hole playoff to de-

termine the champion. The 
playoff started at the 18th 
hole, then moved to the 17th 
hole where Miller made a 
birdie to win the PGA Indi-
ana Open title. Davan and 
Sheffer shared runner-up 
honors.

 Davan admitted that his 
third round started a “lit-
tle rusty at the beginning,” 
with four bogeys in the first 
seven holes, although he did 
birdie the sixth hole. Da-
van said he calmed down 
as he approached the back 
nine, and made three birdies 
during that time. 

“I fought until the end 
and gave myself an oppor-
tunity and it just didn’t work 
out today,” said Davan.

Davan, 37, grew up in 
Illinois then played golf at 
IUPUI. He played profes-
sionally for 10 years, includ-
ing the PGA LatinoAmerica 
Tour, where he earned mul-
tiple top-10 finishes, and 
competed in the 2015 U.S. 
Open at Chambers Bay.

“I traveled and played, 
then started having kids and 

didn’t really want to travel 
anymore,” said Davan. So, 
he began teaching and “I 
absolutely love doing that,” 
he said.

But Davan still enjoys 
competing in tournaments, 
saying that it’s “still fun to 
compete. 

“That’s why you play 
the game,” he said. “To get 
those opportunities down 
the stretch and feel the 
nerves the way that you do. 
I just am thankful for the op-
portunity.”

Three Noblesville 
golfers in top 10

Noblesville golfers rep-
resented themselves, with 
three of them finishing in 
the top 10.

Eric Steger finished tied 
for fifth with a three-day 
score of 211. Steger blast-
ed a five-under par 67 in 
the final round, making five 
birdies along the way (see 
related story).

Connor McNeely, a 
Guerin Catholic graduate 
and University of Cincinna-
ti player, carded a 212, put-

ting him four under par for 
the tournament. He scored 
69 (three under) for the third 
round, making five birdies.

Tyler Marucci, a recent 
Noblesville graduate, fin-
ished with a two under 214 
and tied for 10th place. He 
made three birdies during 
his third round.

A complete list of Ham-
ilton County scores now 
follows.

T5. Eric Steger, Nobles-
ville 74-70-67=211, 7. Connor 
McNeely, Noblesville 73-70-
69=212, T10. Tyler Marucci, 
Noblesville 69-72-73=214, 
T15. Dane Starnes, Fishers 
73-71-72=216; Garrett James, 
Arcadia 77-68-71=216, T20. 
Andy Winings, Fishers 71-72-
74=217, T24. Jake Cesare, 
Westfield 71-71-76=218, T31. 
Joseph Armfield, Carmel 75-
70-76=221, T51. Vince Drah-
man, Fortville 70-79-75=224, 
T57. Lane Zedrick, Fishers 
72-77-76=225; Lucas Beck, 
Carmel 77-71-78=226, T62. 
Chase Berry, McCordsville 71-
75-81=227, T64. Ronnie Rus-
sell, Noblesville 75-75-78=228.

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Michael Davan tied for runner-up at the PGA Indiana 
Open, which finished Wednesday at Brickyard 
Crossing Golf Club in Speedway. Davan was part 
of a three-man playoff for the championship.

Golf

Eric Steger among the best in playing and teaching
Pebble Brook pro ties for fifth, mentors young Noblesville golfers

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

SPEEDWAY – Even af-
ter Eric Steger had finished 
his third round Wednesday 
at the PGA Indiana Open, 
he was on the putting green 
at Brickyard Crossing Golf 
Club, just in case.

It was a wise decision, 
since the tournament results 
were still up in the air. At 
one point, six men were on 
top of the leaderboard, tied 
for first place. Steger was 
one of those players on top 
before he eventually fin-
ished in fifth place, with a 
three-day score of 211, five 
under par.

It was a remarkable 
comeback for the 37-year-
old, who was a star golfer 
for Noblesville and Ball 
State. He started the final 
round with an even-par 
score (74-70) before taking 
care of business during the 
final 18 holes. Steger went 
five under par for a 67 on 
Wednesday.

“I was seven back going 
into today,” said Steger. “I 

was in 21st place. So, today 
was good, yesterday was 
good.”

Steger admitted the first 
round was a struggle, af-
ter he “played in the after-
noon with some wind and 
just didn’t handle the firm 
greens.” But he held on and 
said that finishing the tour-
nament with a five-under 
par round was “certainly not 
bad.”

Steger graduated from 
Noblesville in 2007 and 
Ball State in 2011, winning 
the Indiana State Amateur 
in 2010. He played profes-
sionally on the PGA Lati-
noAmerica tour for several 
years and picked up other 
local wins, including the In-
diana Open in 2020. 

Steger has been an in-
structor at Pebble Brook 
Golf Club in Noblesville 
for six years. An article on 
the Golf Digest website said 
that Steger received votes in 
the magazine’s “The Best 
Teachers in Every State” 
survey.

“In 2020 when the pan-
demic hit, I started there 

part time, splitting my time 
between there and Wildcat 
Creek, and then full time 
starting in 2021,” said Ste-
ger. 

“I love it. It’s very 
busy,” said Steger. The 
club has “ample practice 
space and I’m as busy as I 
ever have been, which is 
great. [There’s an] awesome 
group of students who trust 
me with their games and I 
enjoy it.”

Noblesville has finished 
in the top 10 at the state 
meet for the past five years, 
which of course Steger en-
joys seeing. He said watch-
ing the Millers’ success has 
led to a full-circle moment 
for him.

“The last couple years, 
I’ve taken on a few of the 
Noblesville High School 
players as my own students, 

and to be able to see them 
go to state and compete and 
move on to the college level 
is awesome,” said Steger.

When asked about the 
difference between high 
school golf from his playing 
days to today, Steger said 
that the young players “hit 
it longer” and technology 
is way different. But there 
are similarities, such as 
kids learning about course 
management, which Steger 
thinks makes a big differ-
ence.

“That’s my job and 
what I work on a lot with 
my students,” said Steger. 
“Once course management 
hits, that’s when they figure 
out how to ‘miss it’ around 
the golf course, have good 
misses around the golf 
course, miss it in the right 
and appropriate spot.”

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Noblesville’s Eric Steger practices his putting 
during the PGA Indiana Open Wednesday. Steger 
finished tied for fifth place, elevating himself into 
the top five with a five-under par third round.

Thanks for reading!
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By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

The Jim Irsay Collection 
auction series achieved a total 
of $105,266,766 across five 
auctions,  Christie’s in New 
York announced Monday.

It marked the largest 
sale total in history for 
memorabilia and celebrated 
the 250th anniversary of the 
United States. The auction 
series saw almost 30 records 

set across 404 lots sold.
The final auction, named 

The Irsay Collection: Icons 
of History, ended with the 
sale of the original working 
manuscript of Alcoholics 
Anonymous, known as the 
“Big Book,” for $2,393,000 
to the Stepping Stones Foun-
dation. The “Big Book” is 
historically significant as it 
initiated the 12-step recov-
ery movement. The pur-
chase by the Stepping Stones 

Foundation ensures the man-
uscript returns to the house 
of one of its authors, the late 
Bill Wilson, whose home the 
nonprofit manages.

All proceeds from the 
sale of the Alcoholics Anon-
ymous working manuscript 
will be donated to philan-
thropic causes close to the 
heart of the late Irsay, owner 
of the Indianapolis Colts.

The top item in the final 
sale was a letter from George 
Washington to Thomas Jef-
ferson transmitting a draft 
copy of the Constitution for 
Jefferson’s review, which 
sold for $2,759,000.

Other notable sales in-
cluded a Stone Copy of the 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence, considered the most 
accurate of early facsimiles, 
selling for $2,027,000.

A pair of tickets to 
Ford’s Theatre, stamped for 
the night of Lincoln’s assas-
sination, sold for $330,200.

This story was origi-
nally published by WISH-
TV at wishtv.com/sports/
indianapolis-colts/jim-ir-
say-collection-memora-
bilia-auction-sets-record-
with-105-million-in-sales.
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Don't just ride the rails . . . Bike them!

NickelPlateExpress.com/railbike-rides

Forest Park 
Rail Adventure

An 8-mile round trip  
rail bike ride starting at  

Hobbs Station in Forest Park.
White River 

Family Cruise
Enjoy this short, scenic  

rail bike ride from  
Hobbs Station in Forest Park. 

Jim Irsay Collection memorabilia
auction sets record with $105M in sales

The REPORTER
Peter Suder played his 

first games in a Los Angeles 
Lakers uniform last week 
and wasted no time making 
an impact.

The Lakers began their 
Summer League play by 
facing the Golden State 
Warriors in the California 
Classic on Friday, July 3. 
Suder came off the bench 
to play 24 minutes, making 
one field goal and collect-
ing three rebounds and one 
assist. 

The next day, the web-
site lakersnation.com 
reported that the Lakers 
announced the signing of 
Suder a two-way contract 
with the team, confirming 
numerous reports that had 
been made since the June 23 
and 24 NBA Draft.  Mean-
while, Suder kept his ca-
reer-opening momentum 
going in the Lakers’ second 

California Classic game, 
making a 3-pointer during 
their comeback win over the 
Miami Heat.

Suder is one of three 
two-way players for the 
Lakers this season. Laker-
snation.com reporter Mat-
thew Moreno said Suder 
is “a versatile guard and 
smart defender who should 
get plenty of on-ball op-
portunities for the Lakers 
throughout their Summer 
League games.”

Suder helped Carmel to 
two state championships, 
played at Bellarmine Uni-
versity for two years, then 
gained attention as part of 
a Miami (Ohio) team that 
completed a perfect regu-
lar season last year. He was 
named the Mid-American 
Conference (MAC) Player 
of the Year for last season, 
averaging 14.8 points and 
4.6 rebounds per game.

NFHS to allow larger
first base option for baseball
The REPORTER

Some high school base-
ball teams may be getting 
a bigger base – first base – 
next year.

The National Federation 
of High Schools (NFHS) 
announced in a news re-
lease on Wednesday that 
teams will be allowed to use 
an 18-inch first base, or the 
double first base. 

High school first bas-
es are presently 15 inches 
square, while professional 
baseball players use an 18-
inch first base.

The news release said 
the larger first base option 
“was one of seven rules 
changes recommended by 
the NFHS Baseball Rules 
Committee at its meeting 
last month in Indianapolis 
and which were subsequent-
ly approved by the NFHS 
Rules Review Committee 
and NFHS Board of Direc-
tors.”

The release continues:
In conjunction with the 

double first base, allowing a 
larger first base has proven 
to be effective in reducing 
player collisions and en-
hancing player safety.

“The NFHS Baseball 
Rules Committee believes 
that providing schools with 
the option of using either 
an 18-inch first base or a 
double first base gives ad-
ministrators the flexibility 
to enhance player safety 
while recognizing the vary-
ing needs and resources 
of member schools,” said 
Elliot Hopkins, director 
of sports and liaison to the 

NFHS Baseball Rules Com-
mittee. “Both options are 
designed to reduce the po-
tential for collisions at first 
base and support a reduced 
risk playing environment 
without changing the funda-
mental nature of the game."

One-way electronic 
communication will now 
be allowed from the coach 
to the pitcher and/or the 
catcher for the purposes of 
calling pitches. Prior, the 
catcher was the only defen-
sive player allowed to re-
ceive communication from 
the coach. While the coach 
must still be located in the 
dugout/bench area, the com-
mittee believes this change 
responsibly integrates elec-
tronic communication that 
enhances game manage-
ment.

Bat certification was ad-
dressed with USA Baseball 
assuming bat-testing stan-
dards. Effective in 2028, 
there will be an additional 
class of permitted non-
wood bats. Bats that are not 
made of a single piece of 
wood shall meet either the 
USA Baseball Batted Ball 
Coefficient of Restitution 
(USA Baseball BBCOR) 
of .50 or the USA Baseball 
Bat Performance Standard 
(-4, -5, -6). Bats must be 
labeled with a silkscreen or 
other permanent certifica-
tion mark.

“In addition, the NFHS 
remains committed to fos-
tering the growth and devel-
opment of high school base-
ball players,” Hopkins said. 
“As the game continues to 
evolve with the adoption 
of the USA Baseball BB-
COR standard, expanding 
the available drop-weight 
options provides younger 
and developing players with 
additional opportunities to 
build proper mechanics, 

confidence and skills while 
maintaining the safety and 
performance standards ex-
pected in education-based 
athletics.”

Additional rules chang-
es include:

• Eye shade must be a 
solid stroke and not include 
words, numbers, logos or 
other symbols within the 
eye shade.

• Use of electronic com-
munication devices by play-
ers on the field is prohibit-
ed (except as outlined with 
one-way coach to player 
communication). This in-
cludes amplifying devices, 
wireless communication de-

vices, headphones, etc., for 
the purposes of recording, 
streaming or transmitting 
audio or video. The prohibi-
tion does not include medi-
cal devices.

• Coaches will be al-
lowed to use a handheld 
electronic scoring device or 
other scoring material while 
in the coach’s box.

• When using a tiebreak-
er to end a regulation game, 
an option is now available 
to start each half-inning 
with a runner on second 
base. The runner would be 
the last scheduled batter in 
that respective half-inning.

Richie Hall / File photo
High school baseball players could see a larger 
first base next season, as the National Federation 
of High Schools approved the use of use 18-inch 
first base, or the double first base. Pictured is 
Westfield’s Aiden Grabowski, who played first 
base for the Shamrocks this past spring during 
his senior season.

Suder makes Lakers 
Summer League debut
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