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NEWS GATHERING

TODAY’S WEATHER

Today: Showers likely.
Thunder possible.

K

Tonight: Showers and
storms. Rain could
be heavy at times.

HIGH: 76

LOW: 64

Beck’s SK raises more than
$58,000 to help fight hunger

By HANNAH RAYL
Beck’s Hybrids

Beck’s Hybrids, headquar-
tered in Atlanta, the largest fam-
ily-owned seed company and
third-largest seed brand, recent-
ly held its annual Beck’s 5K,
bringing together employees,
families, and community mem-
bers to help fight hunger.

Thanks to generous support
through registrations, sponsor-
ships, and donations, the 2026
event raised $58,500. All pro-
ceeds will be distributed equally
among 13 selected hunger-relief
charities, helping them continue
their missions to address food
insecurity throughout the Mid-
west and beyond.

“Year after year, the generos-
ity of our participants, sponsors
and supporters continues to make
a meaningful impact in commu-
nities across our marketing area,”
said Laura McKee, Beck's 5K
Committee chair. “We're grateful
for everyone who helped make
this year's event such a success
and for the opportunity to support
organizations working every day
to fight hunger.”

Several recipient organi-
zations shared their apprecia-
tion for the support generated
through Beck’s 5K:

“On behalf of our whole
team at Kids' Food Basket,
we want to say thank you to
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Beck's for choosing us as a
charitable partner at Beck's 5K

Run/Walk,” said representa-
tives from Kids' Food Basket
in Michigan. “Through gener-
osity like yours, we ended the
2025-2026 school year serving

11,500 healthy evening meals
each weekday to 68 schools in
West Michigan. This work is
made possible because of you.”

“On behalf of everyone we
serve in Clay County, South
Dakota, thank you for support-
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ing this important cause,” said
representatives from Feeding
Vermillion. “Your participation
in this year's 5K helps pro-
vide food, hope, and dignity to

See Beck’s . . . Page 2

Beet & Boards ready for things

to go ‘Wrong’ this summer
Comedy “The Play That Goes Wrong” opens July 17

The REPORTER

Beef & Boards Dinner The-
atre is ready to get it “wrong” on
stage for the first time this sea-
son! Opening July 17, it’s the
right time for the hilarious farce
The Play That Goes Wrong.

It’s opening night for the
Cornley University Drama So-
ciety’s newest production, The
Murder at Haversham Manor,
where things are quickly going
from bad to utterly disastrous.
This 1920s whodunit has ev-
erything theatres never want in
a show: an unconscious leading
lady, a corpse that can’t play
dead, and actors who trip over
everything (including their lines).

Nevertheless, the acci-
dent-prone  thespians battle
against all odds to make it
through to their final curtain
call, with hilarious conse-
quences! Part Monty Python,

Event highlights investm

The REPORTER

More than 500 business
leaders, elected officials, com-
munity partners and residents
gathered Wednesday, June 24,
for Hamilton County's 35th an-
nual State of the County address
at the Embassy Suites Confer-
ence Center in Noblesville.

County Commissioner
Steve Dillinger chose this year's
theme, “Hamilton County: Do-
ing the Right Things for the
Right Reasons,” because he
says it reflects a philosophy that
has guided county leadership
through decades of growth and
change.

“Doing the right thing isn't
always popular,” Dillinger said.
“When we built 146th Street,
people thought we were mak-
ing a mistake. Today, it's one of
the most important roads in the
county. As we now work to im-
prove those interchanges, we
know there will be short-term
inconvenience, but the long-term
benefits will far outweigh it.”

In addition to upgrades
along 146th Street, Dillinger
provided updates on several

part Sherlock Holmes, this Ol-
ivier Award-winning comedy
is a global phenomenon that’s
leaving audiences aching with
laughter!

Making their disastrous de-
buts at Beef & Boards in The
Play That Goes Wrong are Nic
Nightingale as Chris, and To-
pher Adam Embrey as Robert.
Returning at the “wrong” time
are Cynthia Collins (7ootsie,
Annie) as Dennis, Logan Hill
(Singin’ in the Rain, A Beef &
Boards Christmas, Tootsie) as
Sandra, and Joey Boos (7oot-
sie, Waitress, Jersey Boys), as
Max. Also making their Beef &
Boards debuts are Jesse Bham-
rah as Jonathan, and Kevin To-
niazzo-Naughton as Trevor.

Rounding out the cast
is Nathalie Cruz (Tootsie, A
Christmas Story, The King and
1) as Annie, with Jaddy Ciucci

major county projects, includ-
ing the renovation of the Ham-
ilton County 4-H Fairgrounds,
construction of the new 911
Communications Center and
Public Safety Training Facility,
and expansion of the Judicial
Center, which will add seven
new courtrooms.

Dillinger also announced
plans for a new childcare center
that will serve employees work-

(Murder on the Orient Express,
Legally Blonde, Grumpy Old
Men), and Hannah Elizabeth
Boswell (Fiddler on
the Roof, The Wizard &
of Oz, Grumpy Old
Men) as the on-
stage crew.

The Play That Goes Wrong
is directed by Brett Mutter
(Waitress, A Christmas Story,

See Wrong . .. Page 2
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Dennis (Cynthia Collins), back, checks the pulse of the
“corpse” while Max (Joey Boos) attempts a marriage
proposal to Sandra (Logan Hill) in Beef & Boards Dinner
Theatre’s production of The Play That Goes Wrong,

opening July 17. Tickets

are exclusively available

through Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre.

Commissioner Steve Dillinger hosts
35" annual State of the County address

ing at the county's public safety
campus, including 911 dispatch-
ers and sheriff's deputies.

As Hamilton County con-
tinues to experience rapid
growth, Dillinger said the coun-
ty’s continued success is the
result of decades of thoughtful
planning and strategic invest-
ment. He pointed to recent U.S.
News & World Report rankings
that named Carmel the No. 1

Photos provided
Hamilton County Commissioner Steve Dillinger speaks to State of the County attendees.

Best Place to Live in America,
Fishers No. 2, and Noblesville
No. 18.

“That doesn't happen if
you're not doing something
right,” Dillinger said.

The Noblesville Chamber
of Commerce hosts the annu-
al luncheon. Hamilton County
Television aired a telecast at
hetvl.com those who could not
attend.

SERVE Week:
the stories we pack
along the way

Every year, SERVE
Week in  Hamilton
County reminds us that
service 1is never just
about the task in front of
us. Through Serve Vil-
lage and the many non-
profit organizations that

COLUMNIST

come together, we show A il

up year after year ask- | POOJATHAKKAR

ing a simple but power- Taste of Community
T

ful question: What can
we do next to serve our community?

Sometimes the answer looks like land-
scaping projects. Sometimes it means
helping local nonprofits, supporting food
insecurity initiatives, assisting elderly
neighbors, or rolling up our sleeves for
projects that simply need more hands. And
yet, every single year, I find myself realiz-
ing that while we come to serve, we leave
carrying something much bigger — the sto-
ries behind the service.

Over the last two days, our family
joined SERVE Week efforts at IDES — the
Indiana Disaster Recovery Center here in
Noblesville — helping pack meals for com-
munities facing crisis around the world. To-
gether, hundreds of volunteers, with small
hands and big hands and everything in be-
tween, packed nearly 28,000 meal packets.
Each station had a simple role: rice, oats,
dry vegetables, seasoning, sealing, boxing.
Repetitive motions, simple ingredients, but
each meal carried a deeper purpose.

See SERVE . .. Page 2

You can be one
of Hailey’s Army

Tee off for a cause.
Protect a child. Change a life.

Submitted

Join Hailey’s Army for Children on
Saturday, July 11, for the organization’s
Charity Golf Tournament at the beauti-
ful Wood Wind Golf Course, 2302 W.
161st St., Westfield.

Registration begins before a 12:30
p-m. shotgun start, bringing together
golfers, families, businesses, and com-
munity supporters for an unforgettable
day of fun, fellowship, and purpose.

This special event supports Hai-
ley’s Army’s mission to protect and
empower children in a digital age by
providing education, advocacy, and re-
sources that help keep kids safe while
navigating today’s connected world.

Whether you’re an experienced
golfer or simply looking for a meaning-
ful way to give back, your participation
helps create a safer future for children
and families. Enjoy a day on the course
filled with friendly competition, con-
tests, prizes, great food, and opportuni-
ties to make a lasting impact.

Every registration, sponsorship,
and donation directly supports pro-
grams that raise awareness, educate
families, and empower young people
to thrive safely in the digital world.

You can register online at hai-
leys-golf-outing.lovable.app.

Sheridan Community
Schools seeks referendum

renewal in November

Submitted by
Sheridan Community Schools

The Sheridan Community Schools
Board of Trustees has announced plans to
place a referendum question before vot-
ers this November as the district works to
maintain current educational programming,
staffing, and student opportunities in the
face of significant changes to Indiana’s
property tax laws.

District officials emphasize that the pro-
posed referendum is not intended to gener-
ate additional revenue, but rather to preserve
the level of funding previously approved
by voters in 2023 and protect the progress
Sheridan schools have made in recent years.

Board President Tyler Henning ex-
plained that the need for a new referendum
stems directly from changes enacted by the
Indiana General Assembly through Senate
Enrolled Act 1 (SEA 1).

“This was not part of our original long-
range financial planning that we initiated
four years ago,” Henning said. “We worked
very hard to ensure Sheridan Communi-
ty Schools was on strong financial footing
following the successful 2023 referendum.
Then the legislature passed Senate Bill 1 in
the Spring of 2025 and it affected the future
tax base of the district. We spend a tremen-
dous amount of time planning and making
sure every dollar is used wisely, but SEA 1
has dramatically changed the financial land-
scape for school districts across Indiana.”

See Sheridan . . . Page 2
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SHERIDAN

The district’s
current  referen-
dum rate is $0.25
per $1,000 of
assessed  value.
The proposed ref-
erendum  would
establish a max-
imum rate of
$0.40 per $1,000
of assessed value.
However, district officials
note that the actual amount
collected each year may be
significantly less than the
maximum rate. Each year
the school board can ana-
lyze the upcoming year and
determine the rate needed
to keep the district pushing
forward. If this new amount
was to pass, then it would
replace the original rate of
$0.25. The two would not
run simultaneously.

Superintendent Dr. Dave
Mundy said many property
owners may see little to no in-
crease — and some may actu-
ally pay less — because of new
property tax deductions and
state-mandated tax caps in-
cluded within the legislation.

“While it may sound
unusual to increase the ref-
erendum rate from $0.25 to
up to $0.40, many property
owners will actually see re-
duced tax obligations due to
the changes included in SEA
1,” Mundy said. “Our goal is
to remain fiscally responsi-
ble and continue the prudent
financial management that
has long been a hallmark
of Sheridan Community
Schools.”

Unlike previous referen-
dums, the amount generated
will be affected by a sliding
scale based on property clas-
sifications, making annual
collections less predictable.
District leaders say the pro-
posed rate provides flexibili-
ty to maintain the same level
of net referendum funding
approved by voters in 2023.

The district points to a
number of recent successes
as evidence of the positive
impact of community sup-
port, including academic

Mundy
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growth, expanded
career and techni-
cal education op-
portunities, facili-
ty improvements,
and continued
success in attract-
ing and retaining
high-quality edu-
cators.

“Our district
is excelling on many levels
right now, and we do not
want to lose that momen-
tum,” Mr. Henning said.
“To continue providing out-
standing opportunities for
students, we must remain
competitive in attracting and
retaining top-notch educa-
tors and staff. This referen-
dum is about maintaining
what we have built together
as a community.”

District officials also
noted that cost-saving mea-
sures have already been
implemented, including
reductions totaling several
hundred thousand dollars in
expenditures during the cur-
rent budget cycle.

Sheridan ~ Community
Schools expressed appreci-
ation for the strong support
the community has demon-
strated over the years. The
district’s 2023 referendum
was approved with approx-
imately 84 percent voter
support.

“We are blessed to have
one of the most supportive
communities in the state,
and we never take that sup-
port for granted,” Mundy
said. “We are committed to
being transparent through-
out this process. If residents
have questions, we en-
courage them to reach out.
I would be happy to meet
with anyone individually,
and we will do our best to
provide clear and accurate
information every step of
the way.”

Additional information
regarding the referendum
will be shared by Sheridan
Community Schools in the
coming months leading up
to the November election.

Thanks for reading the
Hamilton County Reporter!

WESTFIELD

RED, WHITE, & BLOOM
FARMERS MARKET
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GRAND JUNCTION PLAZA
225 S. UNION ST.

PRESENTED BY
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westfieldin.gov/farmersmarket

News & Opinion

WRONG

The Wizard of Oz), who also
directed last season’s 4 Beef’
& Boards Christmas.
Tickets are currently on
sale exclusively through
Beef & Boards Dinner The-
atre at BeefAndBoards.
com or by calling the box
office at (317) 872-9664.

Patrons are advised that
tickets purchased from
third-party sellers may not
be valid for performances
and may include additional
fees.

The Play That Goes
Wrong falls apart in 46
performances through

Aug. 23. Regardless of
the catastrophe on stage,
Beef & Boards’ tasty din-
ner buffet is just right, and
always included — along
with coffee, tea, or lemon-
ade. Gourmet desserts and
bar beverages are avail-
able for purchase.

from Page 1

The Play That Goes
Wrong is rated PG for mild
adult themes.

Beef & Boards Din-
ner Theatre, Indiana’s only
year-round — professional
dinner theatre, has been
serving up exceptional en-
tertainment since 1973.

SERVE

Every sealed packet re-
minded me that somewhere,
beyond borders we may nev-
er cross, someone we may
never meet will receive that
meal in one of their darkest
moments. And while they
may not know our names,
these meals quietly say
something powerful: We see
you. We care about you. You
matter to us.

But what stayed with me
most yesterday was not just
the meal packing itself. It
was a story I unexpectedly
became part of.

One of the IDES employ-
ees, Ryan Naylor, was wear-
ing a bright Hawaiian shirt
— something that stood out
on an ordinary Wednesday in
Indiana. I complimented him
on it, casually mentioning
how fun it felt for the middle
of the week.

That simple observation
opened the door to a story
that immediately gave me
goosebumps.

Ryan shared that the Ha-
waiian shirt has become his
way of honoring his daugh-
ter, Anna, who passed away
last year. Before her passing,
Anna and Ryan spent years
doing meal packing events
together at churches and ser-
vice projects across Michi-
gan and neighboring states. It
became their daddy-daughter
tradition — family time cen-
tered around serving others.
Somewhere along the way,

Hawaiian shirts became their
inside joke.

After losing Anna, Ryan
made a promise to wear a Ha-
waiian shirt every Wednes-
day to keep her memory
alive. Over time, coworkers,
friends, and community
members who know the sto-
ry quietly joined in, wearing
Hawaiian shirts alongside
him.

A few hours later, another
volunteer arrived —a disabled
gentleman, proudly wear-
ing his own Hawaiian shirt,
making sure Ryan knew he
was standing beside him in
remembrance of Anna.

BECK’S

individuals and families ex-
periencing food insecurity.”

Over the last seven
years, Beck’s 5K has gen-
erated $307,848.36 in pro-
ceeds that have directly ben-

from Page 1

efited 24 different charities.
Beck's 5K Run/Walk
will return Saturday, June 5,
2027. For race results, event
photos, charity information,
and sponsors, click here.

from Page 1

And in that moment, I
saw community at its purest
form.

Sometimes  supporting
someone grieving is not
about grand gestures. Some-
times it is simply wearing
a shirt. Standing together.
Silently carrying someone
else’s memory with them.

My youngest daughter
was deeply moved by Ryan’s
story. She insisted on return-
ing the very next day, deter-
mined to pack even more
meals than before. Somehow,
daughter to daughter, she
connected with Anna’s story.

And it felt familiar to

Photo provided

me, too. As a daughter
myself, I think of my fa-
ther living oceans away in
India. Every time I see the
solid black shirts he loved
wearing for every occasion,
I feel our connection con-
tinuing forward.

Serve Week reminds us
that while we come to serve
others, sometimes the great-
est gift is discovering the
beautiful human stories we
carry home with us.

Pooja Thakkar is work-
ing to build cultural connec-
tions. You can read her col-
umn each week in the pages
of The Reporter.
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CELEBRATING YEARS OF
HOPE, HEALING, & EMPOWERMENT

YOU'RLINVITED!

Prevail’s 40th Anniversary Celebration

Saturday, August 1, 2026
5:30 PM - 10:30 PM
The Ritz Charles | Carmel, IN

Presented hy:

Honoring four decades of hope, healing,
and empowerment

Join us for a special evening celebrating our
legacy of transformation. This milestone
event will recognize the unwavering
supporters who have stood with Prevail
since the beginning and the lives changed
through their dedication.

Enjoy dinner, survivor-led stories, dueling
pianos, a diamond drop, and an exciting
auction—all while making a lasting impact.

o

CLICK HERE
FOR TICKETS &

7NN
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Two local students make

Iowa State

The REPORTER

More than 11,200 Iowa
State University students
have been recognized
for outstanding academ-
ic achievement by being
named to the 2026 spring
semester Dean's List.

Among those students
are:

* Ella Pauline Case of
Fishers, who is pursuing a

dean’s list

degree in biology

* Reagan Paige Wil-
son of Noblesville, who is
pursuing a degree in mar-
keting

Students named to the
Dean's List must earn a
grade-point average of at
least 3.50 on a 4.00 scale
while carrying a minimum
of 12 credit hours of grad-
ed course work.
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GRANTS & MORE
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Your Road To Fundraising Success!
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Heat stroke can strike quickly,
so be sure to stay hydrated

“The heat is
on, on the street,
inside your head,
in every beat”
Glenn Frey, 1984

It has been an
interesting spring
and summer Sso
far, not a lot of

COLUMNIST

often typically af-
fects children and
adults over 65, but
anyone is at risk.
When visiting
California  about
15 years ago, [ was
attending an out-
side event when [

“heat,” but plenty [SHARONMcMAHON | felt short of breath

of rain! No com- LRl and nauseous,
. — .

plaints here, but which are two

I would like to have some
warmer temps, and I hear
they are coming!

This brings me to a per-
sonal and important mes-
sage for my dear readers,
as | have experienced what
is known as “heat exhaus-
tion” which can sometimes
lead to “heat stroke” or
“sun stroke.” Heat stroke
is the most severe form of
heat-related illness (hyper-
thermia). It occurs when
your body overheats and
can’t cool down. Heat stroke
causes your body tempera-
ture to soar to dangerous
levels, typically above 104
degrees Fahrenheit.! Heat
in your environment (like a
car, home, or outdoor space)
overwhelms your body’s
ability to cool itself, and

symptoms of heat exhaus-
tion which can lead to heat
stroke. 1 found shade, cool
water, and a place to rest and
was then fine. A few years
ago at another outdoor event,
this time in Indiana, I expe-
rienced the same issue and
was able to cool down, but it
was a frightful experience ...
not one I recommend!

Heat stroke can develop
very quickly. Heat stroke is
actually life-threatening and
requires immediate medi-
cal treatment, according to
health experts. It can actu-
ally cause brain dysfunction
and fainting. The longer the
body temperature remains
high, the greater the risk
of complications. If you or
someone around you has
signs of symptoms of heat

stroke, 911 should be called
immediately. Other symp-
toms of heat stroke can be
confusion, blurred vision,
and dizziness. A heat stroke
is usually diagnosed in the
emergency room.

There are specific rec-
ommendations for heat
stroke first aid, which I will
not address here as [ am not
licensed to provide medical
advice or direction. I advise
you to research those recom-
mendations from a reliable
source or of course check
with your medical advisor.
Be vigilant when observing
others who may show signs
of heat stroke and call for
help. There are also recom-
mendations for prevention
of heat stroke and just one of
those is something I wrote
about in this column a few
weeks ago — stay hydrated!
You can add electrolytes to
your water as well in pill or
powder form. Remember,
when you feel thirsty, you
are already dehydrated.

Please be mindful, as
well, that our pets are in
danger of overheating as
well and can suffer similar
issues; they need their A/C if

possible and shade and cool
water when outside.

Our European friends
are in the midst of a heat
wave as | write this and the
population and visitors are
suffering as much of Europe
does not have air condition-
ing due to the usual cooler
temperatures. Heat exhaus-
tion, heat stroke, and sun
stroke are very serious mat-
ters so please take heed and
take care. We have waited
a long, cold, winter here in
Indiana for the warmth and
sunshine so enjoy your time
in the sun but make sure you
have access to shade, stay
hydrated, and limit the time
you spend in the sun as the
temperatures rise.

“Sun, sun, sun; here it
comes” — George Harrison
1969

' clevelandclinic.org
Sharon McMahon, CNWC

The opinions expressed
in this article are not intend-
ed to replace advice of your
personal physician or li-
censed health professional.
Please consult your physi-
cian for any issues you may
have related to nutrition or
fitness activity.

Riverview Health enhances clinical training
with high-fidelity simulation mannequln

The REPORTER

Riverview Health is ad-
vancing clinical training and
patient safety with the addi-
tion of a new high-fidelity
simulation mannequin, made
possible through a trauma
grant from the Indiana State
Department of Health. This
acquisition was led by Anissa
Womack, Registered Nurse
and Emergency Department
Coordinator at Riverview
Health Noblesville and West-
field, who secured the grant
funding and will oversee fu-
ture implementation.

“We are committed to
providing the highest level of
care for our patients, and that
starts with continuous train-
ing and innovation,” Wom-
ack said. “This simulation
technology allows our teams
and partners to practice high-
risk situations in a safe envi-
ronment, strengthening both
skills and confidence.”

The advanced simulation
mannequin replicates realis-
tic patient responses, includ-
ing breathing, heart rhythms,
and critical clinical scenarios
such as airway management,
hemorrhage control, defibril-
lation, surgical interventions
and more. This technology
will provide an immersive,
hands-on learning experience
for Riverview Health nurses,
physicians, student techs, as
well as first responders and
regional partners.

Womack is currently
completing on-site training

with representatives from
Nasco Healthcare, the man-
ufacturer of the mannequin,
and will lead ongoing edu-
cation initiatives using the
device. The simulation pro-
gram will be utilized to train
hospital staff, local EMS
agencies, and, when ap-
propriate, other healthcare
organizations across the re-
gion, strengthening commu-
nity trauma preparedness
and ultimately improving
patient outcomes.

“Anissa’s dedication and
leadership made this oppor-
tunity possible,” said Molly
Beck, Manager of Emer-
gency Services at Riverview
Health. “Her work ensures
our clinical teams and com-
munity partners have access
to one of the most advanced
training tools available.”

“The benefits of this sim-
ulation technology extend
beyond our hospital walls,”
said Dr. Eric Marcotte, Chief
Medical Officer and practic-
ing Primary Care Physician
at Riverview Health. “By
training alongside EMS and
community partners, we’re
enhancing the region’s abili-
ty to respond to emergencies
and deliver lifesaving care.”

By investing in
high-quality simulation
training, Riverview Health
continues to strengthen its
role as a regional leader in
clinical excellence and col-
laborative care. Learn more
at riverview.org.

Photo provided by Riverview Health

Riverview Health

Emergency

Department

Coordinator Anissa Womack works with the new
high-fidelity simulation mannequin.

>
Riverview
Health

Powered by 3

PARKVIEW

%

i

TEXT"FIN
SCAN our

QR code here ™

THERE ARE

©

INDIANA
UNCLAIMED

MILLIONS
OF DOLLARS

WAITING TO BE CLAIMED.

Take a second to search for yourself,
your friends and your family!

D" to 46220

VISIT IndianaUnclaimed.Gov

100004567000 oooo Lo L]

5719

L BE-



https://qr.io/r/jo4nQy
https://clevelandclinic.org/
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://riverview.org/

By TIM SPEARS
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Indiana is testing wheth-
er artificial intelligence can
identify and prevent Medic-
aid fraud.

The Indiana Family and
Social Services Administra-
tion (FSSA) has entered a
90-day pilot program with
the U.S. Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services
(CMS) and Texas-based
tech company Oracle, test-
ing whether Al can stop
“waste, fraud, and abuse.”

“We want to make sure
every dollar is being spent
correctly,” FSSA Deputy
Chief of Staff Marcus Bar-
low told Indiana’s I-Team
in an interview. “It makes
[Medicaid programs] more
sustainable for the long
term.”

The pilot program will
use FSSA data to identify
suspicious billing patterns,
prevent improper payments,
and even provide Al-gener-

ated case packages ready for
investigation.

The Al is expected to be
able to do this work in real
time, flagging claims before
they’re paid and allowing
regulators to immediately
intervene.

Barlow said the Al-en-
forcement tools will scruti-
nize Medicaid providers as
well as the more than one in
four Hoosiers who rely on
some form of Medicaid.

“They should be happy
that Indiana is being serious
about fighting waste, fraud,
and abuse,” Barlow said.

Indiana’s [-Team re-
quested the data use agree-
ment Oracle signed as part
of the pilot program.

It says the state will
remove personal informa-
tion and protected health
information from the data
it shares with Oracle. The
agreement requires Oracle to
destroy any restricted infor-
mation it obtains. There are
restrictions on how infor-
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mation is stored, and Oracle
isn’t allowed to share FSSA
data with outside parties.

Oracle began analyzing
FSSA data on Wednesday
morning, Barlow said.

Medicaid spending has
been a focus of the Braun
Administration.

Indiana’s Medicaid ap-
propriations have jumped
134 percent over the last
10 years, according to the
FSSA, from roughly $2.1
billion in 2017 to nearly $5
billion for fiscal year ‘27.

Since Gov. Mike Braun,
a Republican, took office,
Indiana has added work re-
quirements to the Healthy
Indiana Plan (HIP), creat-
ed new limits for a popular
autism therapy known as
Applied Behavior Analysis,
and ordered some pro-
viders to stop advertising
Medicaid programs.

The FSSA recently an-
nounced a period of “ex-
panded oversight,” with a
series of audits. It’s cur-

rently adding 400 new em-
ployees to help manage
increased eligibility checks
for HIP starting next year.

Barlow said the Al pilot
program isn’t meant to re-
place any FSSA workers or
regulators. It won’t be able
to initiate regulatory action
even while flagging poten-
tial abuse.

Along with addressing
real-time issues of abuse
in Indiana, the program is
meant to evaluate possi-
ble challenges and wheth-
er similar models can be
expanded to other states.
After the 90-day pilot pro-
gram, CMS will review a
“proof of concept report” to
guide future strategies and
investments.

“We’re excited to see
what results it produces,”
Barlow said.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV
at wishtv.com/news/i-team/
indiana-ai-pilot-medic-
aid-abuse.

Indiana American Water encourages customers to practice
wise water use as hotter, drier summer days lie ahead
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While much of Indiana
has experienced above-nor-
mal rainfall to start the sea-
son, Indiana American Wa-
ter reminds customers that
rising summer temperatures
and the potential for shift-
ing weather patterns make
this an important time to
use water wisely. As hotter,
drier conditions typically
emerge in the weeks ahead,
taking simple steps to con-
serve water now can help
support reliable service and
protect local water supplies
throughout the summer
months.

“At Indiana American
Water, wise water use is
more than a seasonal con-
cern, it’s an everyday com-

mitment,” Indiana Ameri-
can Water President Barry
Suits said. “As temperatures
rise and water demand in-
crease during the summer
months, simple actions tak-
en at home and outdoors can
make a meaningful differ-
ence in helping protect local
water resources. Reduced
usage can also result in low-
er water bills as well.”

Indiana American Wa-
ter encourages customers
to practice wise water use
habits throughout the sum-
mer. From adjusting your
watering schedule to fixing
household leaks, every drop
counts. Here are some help-
ful outdoor tips:

e Water ecarly in the
morning or later in the day

P
g

and even at night to mini-
mize evaporation. As much
as 30 percent of water can
be lost by watering during
midday.

» Make use of rainwa-
ter by collecting it in rain
barrels for use on outdoor
plants and gardens.

¢ Check sprinkler heads
to help ensure water isn't be-
ing wasted on pavement or
unwanted areas.

* Use a lawn equipment
blower or broom or instead
of a hose to clean patios,
driveways, and sidewalks.

* Mulch garden beds to
retain moisture and prevent
weeds. A two- to three-inch
layer is typically effective.

* Set your mower blades
higher. Grass cutto2.5t0 3.5

inches is more drought-re-
sistant and healthier overall.

* Check for leaks. Even
small leaks can waste thou-
sands of gallons of water
each year. Ten percent of
homes have leaks that can
waste 90 gallons or more
per day.

Indiana American Water
customers can monitor wa-
ter usage through MyWa-
ter, the company's customer
self-service portal which
provides up to two years of
usage data. MyWater also
contains information about
budget billing, customer as-
sistance programs and more.

For more tips and re-
sources, visit Indiana Amer-
ican Water’s Wise Water
Use page.

Hamilton County

The REPORTER

Mid-summer is when
most gardeners are harvest-
ing the fruits of their labor
and enjoying fresh
seasonal produce,
but it is actual-
ly a great time
to be think-
ing ahead to
caring for the
soil your crops
depend on.

Cover crops
are plants grown
to Dbenefit the success-
ful growth of other future
crops and as a companion
for plants in our vegetable
gardens. They help with soil
erosion, improve soil health,
suppress weeds, reduce pest
and disease pressure, in-
crease biodiversity, and can
bring a host of other benefits
to your farm or garden.

“Cover crops are a great
step toward improving your
soil and reducing work pull-
ing weeds,” said Lynsey
Johnston of Hamilton Coun-
ty SWCD. “This initiative
aims to promote sustainable
growing practices and soil
health among home garden-
ers, community gardens and
local farmers.”

Free cover crop seed
packets are available from
the Hamilton County Soil
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict office, 1721 Pleasant St.,
Noblesville, from 8 a.m. to

4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Packets of a peas and
oats mix, buckwheat, and
crimson clover are available
to home and commu-
nity  gardeners.
Each  packet

covers 100 to

200  square

crops?

. Soil

Health:  Cover

crops improve soil
structure, increase organic

matter, and support benefi-

cial soil organisms.

* Erosion Control: They
protect against soil erosion
by providing ground cover.

* Weed Suppression:
Cover crops can outcom-
pete weeds, reducing the
need for herbicides.

* Nutrient Management:
They help in fixing nitrogen
and recycling other nutri-
ents, making them available
for current and future crops.

Seed packets are avail-
able on a first-come, first-
served basis (limit three), so
don't miss out. Visit the Ham-
ilton County SWCD office to
pick up your free packets and
start benefiting from the ad-
vantages of cover crops.

For more information,
please call the Hamilton
County SWCD office at (317)
773-2181 or visit hamilton-
swed.org/urbanagriculture.

Meeting Notices

Pursuant to Indiana Code 5-14-1-5.5, the Hamilton County Election
Board will convene a public meeting at 2 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 4, 2026,
at the Clerk’s Office in Suite 106 at the Hamilton County Government and
Judicial Center, | Hamilton County Square, Noblesville. The purpose of the
meeting is to discuss post-Election Day matters concerning the May 5, 2026

Primary Election and to prepare for the Nov. 3, 2026 General Election.
In this meeting, there will also be a presentation on a 2027 Vote Center
Plan for Hamilton County to be voted on in September.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under
1.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door
Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.
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JE 2:-: PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Constituent Services
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West District Office: (317) 848-0201
www.spartz.house.gov

Help with Federal Agencies

I can help you when dealing with
federal agencies, including:

® Social Security issues

® Medicare claims

® Veterans benefits

® Passport assistance

® |RS questions

East District Office: (765) 639-0671

US Flag Requests

Obtain commemorative flags flown
over the US Capitol from my office.

Military Academy Nominations

High school students in our district
may contact my office to request a
nomination to attend one of our nation’s
service academies.

US Capitol and White House
Tour Requests

My office can help arrange tours
throughout our nation’s capital.
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Submitted by Office of
U.S. Senator Jim Banks

On Wednesday, June
24, U.S. Senator Jim Banks
(R-Ind.) delivered the fol-
lowing remarks on the Sen-
ate Floor, commemorating
America’s 250th anniversa-
ry, celebrating the courage
of our Founding Fathers,
the sacrifices of generations
of Americans, and the en-
during spirit of the Ameri-
can people.

Mr. President, next week
the country will be celebrat-
ing an incredible milestone:
the 250th birthday of the
United States of America,
the greatest country founded
in the history of the world.
And I just wanted to come to
the floor today to talk about
what [ love most about
America.

250 years ago, a group
of brave men and women
risked life and limb in pur-
suit of the American exper-
iment.

In 13 small colonies,
farmers, merchants, trades-
men, and families of dif-
ferent religions and classes
declared what was then a
radical idea that all men are
created equal, endowed by
their Creator with certain
unalienable rights.

Together, this small
group of people took on a
mighty Empire and won.
And in doing so, they
changed the course of his-
tory.

I’'ve always related to
the American founding on
a personal level. I grew up
among farmers and trades-
men and factory workers.
My dad was a factory work-
er, and my mom was a nurs-
ing home cook. I came from
a working-class family and
grew up in a working-class
town in Indiana called Co-
lumbia City, a town that had
about 5,000 people living

there when I was
born.

Even though
Columbia City is
a humble town, I
love it intensely.
I have so many
great  memories
from my child-
hood in Columbia
City. And I feel
great pride in my hometown.

But Columbia City’s
humble nature didn’t stop
people from doing great
things. Columbia City
shaped Thomas Marshall,
who became the Vice Presi-
dent of the United States in
1913. And it shaped me into
becoming a United States
Senator. That’s the beau-
ty of small-town Ameri-
ca. Small towns like my
hometown are where the
American Dream is real-
ized. And it was in 13 small
colonies 250 years ago that
the Dream of America came
to life.

That’s why this July
4th, I’ll be celebrating Inde-
pendence Day back in my
hometown with my family.
Growing up, I remember
spending every Fourth of
July with my family watch-
ing the fireworks in Colum-
bia City and that’s what I’ll
be doing this year as well.

I know that there are
some incredible festivities
happening here in D.C., but
I think it’s so important for
people to spend time cele-
brating with the local com-
munities that shaped them.
And I encourage everyone
here and those listening to
attend, if you can, the Amer-
ica 250 celebrations happen-
ing in your hometown.

Mr. President, my up-
bringing instilled within
me a profound love of this
country. Sadly, not enough
people share that same love.
Three years ago, the Wall
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Banks honors America’s 250"
anniversary on the Senate FlOOI’ See The Rugged Brothers Band live

The Rugged Brothers Band will perform classic
rock at 7:30 p.m. this Saturday, June 27 at The Piper
bar and grill, 5855 E. 211th St., #32, Noblesville.

Street Journal had
a poll that showed
that only 38 per-
cent of Americans
believed that pa-
triotism was very
important to them.
That is down from
70  percent in
1998.

For three
years, I’ve wanted an update
to that poll, because it really
bothered me. Last year, Gal-
lup released new data about
American pride. Unfortu-
nately, the numbers have
hardly changed; only about
41 percent of American
adults say they are extreme-
ly proud to be an American.
Among America’s young
people, the picture is par-
ticularly damning. Only 41
percent of Gen Z said that
they are extremely or very
proud to be an American.
These are record low num-
bers. But this is what hap-
pens when too many people,
especially young people,
feel detached from our na-
tion’s story.

But here’s the thing. This
decline is not irreversible.
We can absolutely fix this
trend.

One way that we can fix
this trend is to make our na-
tion beautiful again.

A few months ago, I
came to the Senate floor
to talk about my bill, the
Beautifying Federal Civic
Architecture Act. I spoke
then about how important it
is to have and build beauti-
ful buildings that reflect the
beauty of our country. We
owe it to ourselves and our
children to build beautiful
buildings that reflect who
we really are as a nation.

And that’s why 1 ful-
ly support and applaud
President Trump’s efforts
to make the federal build-
ings in communities across

America even more beau-
tiful than they were before.
When a nation sees beautiful
and great buildings, it sees
beauty and greatness in the
nation. And there’s another
way that we can reverse the
downward trend of Amer-
ican patriotism, and that’s
by returning to our roots and
our small communities. Our
small communities are what
made this country great, and
are what continue to make
this country great. The origi-
nal 13 colonies succeeded in
founding this nation because
ordinary people in ordinary
places believed in something
bigger than themselves.

We can make America
beautiful again, inside and
out, by rediscovering the
power of those small places
and the ordinary Americans
who call them home.

When we strengthen
our communities, teach our
full and honest history with
pride, and recommit to the
founding principles that
turned 13 fragile colonies
into a global beacon of lib-
erty and freedom, we will
see national pride rise once
again.

Mr. President, let me
end by saying this: mighty
empires that once ruled the
world have vanished to the
dustbin of history.

But America, this great
country, still stands, and she
stands taller and mightier
than the rest. So as we gear
up for the 250th Birthday of
our nation, let us recommit
ourselves to the incredible
American story that is still
unfolding before our eyes.
And let us never forget that
from small and humble be-
ginnings, rose the greatest
country on earth, the United
States of America.

Happy America 250.
And with that, T yield the
floor.

ON-LINE ONLY PUBLIC AUCTION

A Living Estate of Antiques & Uniques,

Glassware & Pottery

R/C Trucks, Boats, Parts & Accessories,
Die-Cast Farm Toys, Coin Banks, Cars & Airplanes

BIDDING OPENS: Friday, June 26th @ Noon
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, July 11th @ 6pm
PREVIEW DATES: Tuesday, Thursday, Thursday, July 8th from Noon - 6pm
PICK-UP DAYS: Monday, July 13th from Noon - 6pm

Tuesday, July 14th from Noon - 6pm

Remote Control Gas Powered & Nitro Cars, Trucks,
Boats, Tires, Parts, Accessories, Miss Budweiser Boat;
Farm Toys (All Scales, Makes & Models), Die-Cast &
Precision, Die-Cast Cars, Semi’s, Coin Banks & Airplanes;
Pedal Fire Truck, Vintage Ride-On Toys, Tonka Toys, Star
Wars & Star Trek, Model Kits; Vtg. Tin Toys & Games,
Wood Toys, Glass Baby Bottles, Children’s Books, Infant
& Baby Items; Potty Chairs, Baths & Toys, Little Big
Books, Puzzles, Barbies, Like-New & New Toys, [ Love

Lucy & Snow White Dolls; Belt Buckles, Arrowheads, 1-4
Person Boating Tubes; John Deere HO Train Sets, Train
Cars & Accessories, Harley-Davidson Tool Kit & Shot
Glass Collection; Comic Books, Vintage Lunch Boxes,
Longaberger Baskets, Household Items, Furniture &

Curio Cabinets; Crocks, Coca-Cola, Sports Trading Cards,
Beautiful Collection of Hull, Webber & Roseville Pottery;
Westmorland, Fostoria, Fenton, Candlewick, Jefferson,
Carnival Glass, Steins, China, More

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:
Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com

Absentee Bidding is still Available

PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT
Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN

765-675-6909
www.cripesauction@yahoo.com

Wade Cripe, Auctioneer
#AU11000034

5
CRIPE'S

AUCTION SERVICE

3247 East State Road 28
Tipton, IN 46072

www.cripesauction.com

Auctioneer 2

#AU11000034
765-860-6959

; Mce
765-675-6909

Community News

E-bike education course
offered by Cicero PD

The Cicero Police Department will hold an e-bike
education course for the public at 5 p.m. Tuesday, June
30 at Red Bridge Park, 697 W. Jackson St.

Topics of discussion will include:

* E-bike laws & regulations

* Rules of the road
* Safe riding techniques

* Trail and roadway etiquette

* Rider responsibilities

Free hot dogs, chips, and water will be provided.

Registration open for

The O’Connor House’s
Baby on the Way 5K
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You’re invited to cele-
brate 21 years of ministry
with The O’Connor House
at the annual Baby

The race is open to
adults and children of all
ages and abilities. Wheth-
er you're racing, walking,
cheering, or push-

on the Way SK. ing a stroller, it's
The 5K a morning full

Run/Walk of communi-

road race ty, fun, and

starts at 9 \[LLIAURLIALI#TY / purpose.

a.m. Sun- Grab your

day, Sept. 20 family and

at Guerin Catholic

High School, 15300 Gray
Road, Noblesville. Plus:
there will be a free Fun
Run for kids aged 10 and
under immediately follow-
ing the 5K.

In honor of The O’Con-
nor House’s 21st anniversa-
ry, you can use the promo
code 21 YEARS at checkout
for 21 percent off the cost of
registration. But hurry ...
the code is only good until
July 13.

friends and come
run with the good folks of
The O’Connor House as
they continue to work to-
wards the organization’s
mission of providing a
Christian home for preg-
nant, single women experi-
encing homelessness to im-
prove their lives and those
of their children.
Sponsorship  informa-
tion is available at this link.
See you at the starting
line!

Some of the best family
memories happen under

a sky full of fireworks
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Join Good Samar-
itan Network “Up On
The Roof” this July 4
for a patriotic night to
remember Enjoy the
best view anywhere
from on top the Noblesville
Parking Garage at 225 N.
9th St.

This Independence
Day, gather your family,
load up the car, and expe-
rience a July 4 celebration
unlike any other. Imagine
watching fireworks burst
across the horizon while
sharing laughter, snacks,
photos, and unforgettable
moments with the people
you love most.

Only one vehicle ticket
(donation-based)  needed
per car, up to eight people

SaGr(r)lgﬁtan
NETWORK2

max. (Optional “snack/
food” ticket available.)

Advance online registra-
tion is required at this link
by 8 p.m. Friday, July 3.

Garage entry starts: 8:30
p.m., with the fireworks at
dark. Everything will end
by 11 p.m.

Your participation
helps strengthen Good Sa-
maritan Network's ability
to serve vulnerable neigh-
bors, making your July 4
celebration both memora-
ble and meaningful.

Learn more at gsnlive.
org.

Franciscan Health to
hold Men’s Bereavement
Group in July & August

The REPORTER
Franciscan Health India-
napolis will hold a six-week
Men’s Bereavement Group
in July and August at the
Franciscan Hospice House.
The group will meet on
six consecutive Tuesday
mornings from 10:30 a.m.
to noon from July 7 through
Aug. 11 at the Franciscan
Hospice House, 8414 Fran-
ciscan Lane, Indianapolis.
Among topics that are
discussed during the ses-
sions are: what is grief, who
has died, normal feelings,
special memories, help-

ful tools to cope and hope
ahead.

The group is open to
men who are grieving over
the death of a spouse or
loved one. The group offers
a way for men to begin the
healing process with other
men who are dealing with
the same feeling of grief as
them.

The group will be led by
Clyde Peddycord, who has
led several sessions of the
Men's Bereavement Group
at Franciscan.

To register, call (317)
528-2636.

Thanks for reading

The Reporter!
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The City of Carmel is
transforming into “Song-
book City” this July to rec-
ognize the locally based
Great American Songbook
Foundation and its work to
preserve and celebrate the
history of popular music.
Founded in 2007 and
headquartered at Allied
Solutions Center for the Per-
forming Arts, the Songbook
Foundation is known for its
preservation efforts through
the Songbook Library &
Archives, a vast repository
of historical materials that
draws researchers from
around the world, and its an-
nual Songbook Academy®
summer intensive, which
brings 40 of the nation’s
most talented high school
singers to Carmel each July
for a week of instruction and
mentoring from Broadway
performers and other arts
and entertainment profes-
sionals. The nonprofit orga-
nization’s next major initia-
tive is the establishment of
a museum, research center
and visitor experience near
Carmel’s Midtown area that
will house its archival mate-
rials and serve as a national
tourist attraction for the city.
“The Great American
Songbook Foundation is a
unique community asset and
a pillar of the arts-based de-
velopment and marketing
strategy that has made Carm-
el one of the most desirable
places to live in the United
States,” Mayor Sue Finkam
said. “The continuing growth
of its programming and rep-
utation will be an important
factor in our city’s future.”
Running from July 6 to
31, the “Songbook City”
activation will include the
temporary substitution of
select street signs with the
names of music legends
such as songwriter Cole
Porter and vocalist Ella
Fitzgerald.

“As the Songbook
Foundation approaches its
20" anniversary next year,
we are deeply grateful to
the City of Carmel for its
partnership and support
from the very beginning,”
Executive Director Chris-
topher Lewis said. “This
designation is a meaningful
honor, and we look for-
ward to continuing to grow
alongside the city in the
years ahead.”

This year’s Songbook
Academy, which will draw
participants, families, and
friends from 13 states coast
to coast, includes three pub-
lic events at the Payne &
Mencias Palladium, 1 Car-
ter Green, all of which will
also be livestreamed:

e Public Masterclass,
2 p.m. July 13: Song-
book Foundation Found-
er Michael Feinstein and
Broadway/Disney star Lea
Salonga provide onstage
performance feedback for
10 randomly selected par-
ticipants. (free)

* Songbook Showcase,
7 p.m. July 16: All 40 sing-
ers perform solo selections,
with special appearances

News

‘Songbook City’ activation to recognize

Great American Songbook Foundation
July highlights include public performances & new gallery exhibit

by Feinstein and Broadway
actress-singer Mandy Gon-
zalez. ($5)

* Songbook Academy
in Concert, 7 p.m. July 18:
Feinstein emcees a closing
performance featuring dy-
namic ensemble numbers,
medleys and solos cele-
brating the Great American
Songbook through the next
generation of vocal talent.
($25 and up)

Tickets and additional
information are available
in person at the Payne &
Mencias Palladium’s Fifth
Third Bank Box Office,
online at TheSongbook.
org, and by phone at (317)
843-3800 or toll-free (877)
909-2787.

July also brings the
opening of a new exhibit in
the Traditions Senior Com-
munities Songbook Gallery
at the Payne & Mencias Pal-
ladium. Unforgettable, pre-
sented by the Kresa Foun-
dation, will celebrate the
soundtrack of America, ex-
ploring timeless songs that
define our nation’s musical
identity. Through rare arti-
facts and immersive envi-
ronments, visitors will dis-

Photo by Wayne Images
Great American Songbook Foundation Founder Michael Feinstein leads a group
performance in the Payne & Mencias Palladium during the 2025 Songbook Academy.

cover how generations have
connected through shared
songs and how the Great
American Songbook con-
tinues to evolve by inspiring
new artists and remaining a
living part of popular cul-
ture.

The exhibit will be
on view 10 am. to 4 p.m.
weekdays and one hour pri-
or to select Center Presents
events throughout the year.
Admission is free.

For more information on
how to celebrate the Great
American Songbook this
summer, visit TheSong-
book.org/SongbookCity.

Meanwhile, the Song-
book Foundation’s museum
development project con-
tinues, guided by findings
from a recent consumer
marketing study and a site
feasibility study for the pro-
posed location along the
Monon Greenway north
of City Center Drive. As
the Foundation determines
overall vision and funding
strategies, community en-
gagement and input will
be an important part of the
strategic planning process,
Lewis said.

Sheridan Public Library

releases its July calendar

Submitted

The Sheridan Public Li-
brary, 103 W. 1st St., has all
sorts of fun activities avail-
able for all ages. See the list
below and visit sheridan.lib.
in.us for more information.
Support your local library!

Babies & Toddlers

July 6,20 at 10:30 a.m. |
Discovery Time

Preschool

July 22,29 at 10:30 a.m.
| Little Learners

July 27 at 10:30 a.m. |
Parachute Play

Grades K-5

July 21 at 4 p.m. | Cre-
ating on Canvas: Summer
Fun

July 30, at 10:30 a.m. |
STEM Design Challenge:
Earthquake proof buildings

Adults

July 1,8,15,22,29at 11
a.m. | Needle Crafters

July 1, 15 at 3 p.m. |
Adult Bingo (sponsored by
Robert Owen)

July 1 at 6 p.m. | Pinners

July 15 at 5:30 p.m. |

Sheridan Readers: Lazy B
by Sandra Day O'Connor
All ages
July 1 at 10:30 am. |
America's 250th Birthday

Party

July 8 at 10:30 am. |
T-Rex Tea Party

July 9 at 6 p.m. | Family
Bingo Night

Summer Reading

Completion

July 16 at 5 p.m. | Pizza
Party

July 17 at Noon | Pizza
Party

These events are for
participants that completed
summer reading. Registra-
tion begins July 6; visit the
front desk or call the library
at (317) 758-5201.

* % %

SPL will be closed on
Saturday, July 4 for Inde-
pendence Day. For more in-
formation on programming
and services, please visit
sheridan.lib.in.us.  Thank
you for your patience during
the library s renovation.

Ford’s Garage serves up
$17.76 meal honoring 1776

The REPORTER

As Americans prepare
to celebrate Independence
Day, Ford’s Garage, the
neighborhood burger and
craft beer restaurant in-
spired by the heritage of
the Ford Motor Company,
is giving guests a delicious
way to mark the occasion
with a patriotic meal deal
inspired by the year our na-
tion was founded.

From July 1 to 4, par-
ticipating Ford’s Garage
locations will offer guests
an American Standard
Burger, fries and select
draft beers or a soft drink
for just $17.76 in honor
of the nation's founding in
1776.

Locally, Ford’s Garage
is located at 13193 Levin-
son Lane, #100, in Hamilton
Town Center in Noblesville.

American Bank

of Freedom &=

www.americanbankoffreedom.bank

%

Y

6 Months

3.75

%

Al

NMLS#409183

Save time and open your account online!

Certificate of Deposit Specials
3 Months

3.75

12 Months

3 @ 7 SAPY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is current as of this issue and subject to change at any time. APY
assumes that interest remains on deposit until maturity. Minimum deposit of $1,000 to open this
account with a maximum deposit of $240,000 per account. Minimum balance requirement of $1,000 to
earn interest. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Accounts may be

subject to other fees, contact your local branch to learn more.
APPLIES TO NEW DEPOSITS ONLY.
American Bank of Freedom, Member FDIC.

14611 N. Gray Road

Westfield,

IN 46062

(463) 622-2930

Stop by or call your local branch today to learn more!

%

IC | =1
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https://thesongbook.org/
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https://thesongbook.org/songbookcity
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https://sheridan.lib.in.us/
https://sheridan.lib.in.us/
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America turns 250 years
old & Meijjer is having
a sale, so get grilling!

The REPORTER

Midwest retailer Meijer
is dropping prices on Meijer
brand grocery essentials
through the July 4 holiday
weekend, as well as add-
ing new ways to earn more
mPerks, helping customers
celebrate America’s 250th
birthday for less.

Through July 7, more
than 100 Meijer brand items
are discounted up to 50 per-
cent, including Meijer brand
food, drinks, and picnic sup-
ply favorites for the summer
months: hot dog and burger
buns, potato chips, lemonade,
freezer pops, s’mores sup-
plies, paper plates, napkins,
and charcoal. Customers can
view all discounted items on
Meijer.com.

“Sharing food with fam-
ily and friends is important
here in the Midwest, and we
are proud to provide our cus-
tomers outstanding value and
quality,” said Don Sanderson,
Chief Merchandising & Mar-
keting Officer. “These pro-
motions ensure our customers
can save money while sharing
a great meal together.”

Discounted summer
cookout items include:

* Meijer Chicken Sau-
sage: $4.99

* Meijer Hot Dog Buns:
$1.39

e Meijer Pasta Salad
kits: $0.89

* Meijer Honey Graha-
ms: $2

* Meijer Original Marsh-
mallows: $1

* Meijer Chocolate Bar
Multipack: $5

* Meijer Lemonade: $1.99

* Meijer Potato Chips;
$1.79

* Meijer Flavored Torti-
Ila Chips: $1.99

In addition, Meijer is add-
ing new ways for customers
to earn more mPerks points
on their Meijer purchases,
which can be used for fuel
discounts at Meijer Express
stations. On select weekends
beginning June 26 to 28,
customers can earn quadru-
ple the mPerks points on the
purchase of certain brands
through the retailer’s “Pump
up the Points” promotion.
This allows their points to add
up more quickly to redeem
for rewards, such as up to $1
off per gallon of gas or in-
store discounts. The mPerks
program allows customers to
earn savings on the products
they already purchase and
brands they love, including
Red Bull, Nestle, Coca Cola,
Dr. Pepper, Tyson, L’Oreal, &
Tide & more.

Each week, customers
have access to more than
$1,000 worth of mPerks
savings in the Meijer app.
For more than 15 years, the
mPerks program has been
helping customers save on
products they need and want
while also providing exclu-
sive rewards and offers. Sign-
ing up for mPerks is easy and
free. Customers can enroll
at meijer.com/mperks or
through the free Meijer app.

News

Carmel details summer &
tall 1nfrastructure proj ects

Submitted by
City of Noblesville
This summer’s con-
struction schedule features
a wide range of infrastruc-
ture  enhancements, in-
cluding major corridor and
road reconstructions, new
multi-use pathway con-
nections, the installation
of safety-oriented raised
pedestrian crosswalks and
foundational improvements
in the Merchants Square
area — with several addition-
al capital projects already
scheduled to begin in 2027.
As with all major infra-
structure initiatives, sched-
uled timelines are estimates
and subject to change based
on weather, utility coordi-
nation and unforeseen cir-
cumstances. City officials
appreciate the community’s
continued patience as these
vital projects are complet-
ed. Several key projects are
highlighted below.
Roundabout &
intersection upgrades
* East 106th Street &
Westfield Boulevard (July
to October): A full inter-
section closure is scheduled
for the construction of a
brand-new roundabout and
a crucial culvert replace-
ment near East 109th Street.
* Hoover Road & West
116th Street (August to
November): Expect a full
closure at this intersection
later this summer for the
construction of a new round-

about aimed at improving
traffic flow and safety.
Key corridors

* West Main Street re-
construction (June to No-
vember): Utility relocation
is underway with the road-
way reconstruction from
Old Meridian to Guilford
Road to begin once utilities
have completed. While par-
tial road closures will occur,
local access will be strictly
maintained throughout the
project.

* Monon Boulevard
Phase III & North Col-
lege Avenue: Continued
expansion and utility work

on these vital corridors will
progress steadily through

the remainder of 2026.
* Merchants Square
improvements (July to

September): Enhancements
kick off this summer at
116th Street and AAA Way,
marking the first phase of
multi-year upgrades to the
retail area's infrastructure.
Focus on pedestrian
safety & connectivity
* Raised pedestrian
crosswalks (June to Sep-
tember): To protect pe-
destrians and slow traffic,
the City has been installing
raised crosswalks at six ma-

eu -

Photo provnded by City of Carmel
An aerial image of the ongoing reconstruction along College Avenue.

jor roundabouts along Ha-
zel Dell Parkway and Gray
Road. The following three
roundabouts for completion
are: 116th Street and Ha-
zel Dell Parkway; Cherry
Creek Boulevard and Hazel
Dell Parkway; Main Street
and Gray Road.
New multi-use paths

Carmel’s trail network
continues to grow with con-
struction on the Westfield
Boulevard Path (99th St. to
116th St.) running through
October.

See the full list of ongo-
ing and upcoming projects
at this link.

Academy Award®-qualifying Indy Shorts announces 2026 Festival lineup

The REPORTER

Heartland Film has
announced the lineup for
the ninth annual Academy
Award®-Qualifying  Indy
Shorts Film Festival (Indy
Shorts) presented by TQL
Wealth Management, run-
ning July 21 to 26.

Indy Shorts will show-
case 266 short films with
screenings at the Indy Art
Center, Living Room The-
aters and Newfields. Many
of the short films will also
be available to stream. You
can see the full list at this
link.

Wanda
Lyons

The festival will feature
short films from 46 countries
and include 36 World Pre-
mieres, 32 U.S. Premieres,
and 117 Midwest Premieres.
There are also three Indiana
Spotlight programs featur-
ing 21 short films with Hoo-
sier connections. In total,
more than 250 filmmakers
are expected to attend Indy
Shorts to participate in film-
maker Q&As following the
screenings.

The 2026 summer fes-
tival is embracing a candy
theme of Shorts & Sweets.
Attendees are encouraged

(317) 345-3960

Forest Park

Rail Adventure
An 8-mile round trip
rail bike ride starting at
Hobbs Station in Forest Park.

White River

Family Cruise
Enjoy this short, scenic
rail bike ride from
Hobbs Station in Forest Park

to unwrap the more than
260 fun-sized films that are
curated into 40 themed pro-
grams. From comedy and
horror to music and sports,
there’s a short film program
for everyone. Tickets and
Fest Passes are now on sale
at IndyShorts.org.

“We’re incredibly proud
of the momentum Indy
Shorts continues to build
year after year,” said Heart-
land Film Artistic Director
Greg Sorvig. “Last year, our
films went on to earn more
Oscar® nominations than
those of any other festival

organization — a testament
to the caliber of storytellers
who trust us with their work.
This year’s lineup continues
that tradition, bringing to-
gether bold, inventive voic-
es from around the world.
We’re especially thrilled to
welcome back Sam Davis,
whose film ‘The Singers’
was our Oscar®-qualify-
ing Narrative Grand Prize
Winner last year, as our Pi-
oneering Spirit Award hon-
oree. It’s artists like Sam
who embody the creativity,
courage and innovation that
define Indy Shorts. We can’t

B

wait to share this year’s ex-
traordinary slate with our
community.”

Indy Shorts is honored
to have a total of 185 film
premieres spanning World
to Midwest. Many of the
premiering films have nota-
ble names, including Andy
Serkis (“PIGEONS”), Dji-
mon Hounsou (“CALA-
BASH”), Naomie Harris
(“Swim Sistas”), Tatiana
Maslany (“How Brief”),
Cameron Monaghan (“Hel-
lo, Dad!”), Ben Mendelsohn
(“Falling  Short”), Chris-
opher Eccleston (“SIG-
NAL”), Lamorne Morris
(“Scratch”), Ann Dowd
(“Undelivered”), Janeane
Garofalo (“My Bird Is
Sick!”) and Tony Cavale-
ro starring in two US Pre-
miere films, “American
Rampage” and “Please and
Thank You.”

Indy Shorts is among
just 47 film festivals world-
wide recognized as an Acad-
emy Award® qualifier in all
three short film categories:
Live Action, Documentary
and Animated. Indy Shorts
Grand Prize winners in
each category (Narrative
Short, Documentary Short
and Animation Shorts) earn
Oscar® qualification* and
a $5,000 Cash Prize. With
48 nominations and 13 Os-
car®-winning shorts emerg-
ing from the festivals, au-
diences may be among the
first to see future Academy
Award®-contenders  right
in Indianapolis. Indy Shorts
is also a qualifying festival
for the BAFTA and Goya
Awards. *Provided the film
otherwise complies with the
Academy s rules

Filmmakers are vying
for over $35,000 in cash
prizes to be awarded on Sat-
urday, July 25. A selection
of award-winning films will
be showcased that evening
during the Summer Nights:
Award Winners program at
The Amphitheater at New-
fields. Guests are invited
to arrive early for compli-
mentary HotBox Pizza and
summer activities.

Pioneering
Spirit Award

Over the years, the Heart-
land Film Pioneering Spirit
Award has celebrated artists
who are in the prime of their
careers. Recent honorees in-
clude Doug Blush, Colman
Domingo, Katie & lan Big-
nell and Ben Proudfoot.

This year, Indy Shorts
welcomes back Sam Davis,
returning to Indianapolis
just one year after his film
“The Singers” won both the
Oscar®-qualifying  Narra-
tive Grand Prize and Au-
dience Award at the 2025
Indy Shorts. The film went
on to secure Netflix distri-
bution and the 2026 Acade-
my Award® for Live Action
Short Film.

Davis has long been a
standout within the Heart-
land Film community, with
celebrated works including
Oscar® winner “Period.
End of Sentence.,” Oscar®
nominee “Nai Nai & Wai
Po,” “Didi,” “Long Line
of Ladies,” “Are You Still
There?,” “Just Hold On,”
“Jack and Jo Don’t Want to
Die” and more.

Sam Davis will be hon-
ored at the Indy Shorts
Awards Brunch on Saturday,
July 25.
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https://www.lyons-realty.com/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/14def190e43a494587c37f5d0c95dec6/page/Capital-Improvement-Projects/
https://heartlandfilm.prowly.com/461670-academy-award-qualifying-indy-shorts-announces-2026-festival-lineup-with-premieres-featuring-andy-serkis-cameron-monaghan-djimon-hounsou-and-janeane-garofalo
https://heartlandfilm.prowly.com/461670-academy-award-qualifying-indy-shorts-announces-2026-festival-lineup-with-premieres-featuring-andy-serkis-cameron-monaghan-djimon-hounsou-and-janeane-garofalo
https://www.IndyShorts.org
https://tinyurl.com/38mmebe5
https://tinyurl.com/38mmebe5
https://www.meijer.com/shopping/c/collections/meijer-brand-hot-deals.html
https://www.meijer.com/shopping/c/collections/pump-up-the-points.html
https://www.meijer.com/shopping/c/collections/pump-up-the-points.html
http://meijer.com/mperks

TODAY’S BIBLE READING

THE TRANSJIORDAN TRIBES

The Reubenites and Gadites, who had very large
herds and flocks, saw that the lands of Jazer and
Gilead were suitable for livestock. So they came
to Moses and Eleazar the priest and to the leaders
of the community, and said, “Ataroth, Dibon,
Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo
and Beon—the land the Lord subdued before the
people of Israel—are suitable for livestock, and
your servants have livestock. If we have found
favor in your eyes,” they said, “let this land be
given to your servants as our possession. Do not

make us cross the Jordan.”
Numbers 32:1-5 (NIV)

Linda Sue O’Cain
d. June 18, 2026

Linda Sue O’Cain, 78, Noblesville, passed away peace-
' ; fully on June 18, 2026. Upon her pass-
ing, she was able to leave the burden
of Alzheimer’s and dementia behind
and reunite with so many loved ones
whom she missed dearly.

Born in Princeton, Mo., in 1948 to
parents JD and Gwendolyn Rumph,
Linda fondly recalled living on the
farm, where she learned the value of
hard work and putting family first.
When her family moved to Southern California during her
youth, Linda capitalized on her extroverted personality,
amassing activities and friends that fed her desire for per-
sonal connection.

Linda loved people, and people loved Linda. She was
known for her “gift of gab,” her contagious laugh, her per-
petual optimism, and her kindness to all. She was a hugger,
and she truly never met a stranger.

Throughout her life, Linda was a dedicated daughter,
sister, mother, wife, grandma, friend, and savvy business
owner. At her core, she was a caretaker. She never said

no” to requests for help, and she showed up just when you
needed her. Her aim was always to lift burdens and spirits
at the same time.

Linda loved spending time with family, watching her
two grandsons’ sporting events, listening to music (and
singing along), watching movies (especially comedies),
and shopping for just about anything. She had an impec-
cable sense of style, whether it be her wardrobe (especially
shoes and purses), home decor, or the gifts she was con-
stantly giving to others. She was always on a quest to find
things with “pizzazz”!

Linda is survived by her daughter, Melinda Stephan
(Scott); two grandsons, Isaac Stephan and Lucas Stephan;
her sister, Cheryl McDearmon; sister-in-law, Elene Rumph,;
and a loving extended family of nieces and nephews,
step-children and step-grandchildren, in-laws, and so many
friends that are family.

She was preceded in death by her parents, JD and Gwen
Rumph; an infant brother, Jay Dwight Rumph; her brother,
Jeffrey Rumph; and so many extended family and long-
time friends with whom we are certain she is laughing,
reconnecting, and reminiscing, now that her memory has
been restored and her heavenly body made new.

We would like to share our special appreciation for An-
chor of Hope Hospice and White Oaks at Heritage Woods
Memory Care staff for their dedication to caring for Linda
over the past year, for they provided the connection and
support that she always strove to provide to others.

Details regarding a memorial service will be shared at
a later date.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Linda’s
name to the Alzheimer’s Association, 50 E. 91st St., Suite
100, Indianapolis, IN 46240 (alz.org/indiana).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Obituaries

Toni (Smith) Goodnight
June 27, 1949 — May 26, 2026

Toni Goodmght formerly of Hagerstown, Ind., died in

T Tucson, Ariz., the city where she lived
the past several years. Toni passed
away with her sister Shawn at her side,
at the hospice to which Toni had been
admitted a few days earlier.

Toni is survived by her husband,
Gordon Goodnight, retired teacher and
administrator. Survivors include sis-
ter Shawn of Green Valley, Ariz., and
brothers James of Orleans, Ind., and
Malcolm of Tipton, Ind.

Toni was born in Ft. Wayne, and
grew up in Hagerstown, second daugh-
ter of Jerry and Jo Claire Smith. After
graduating from Hagerstown High School in 1967, Toni at-
tended Purdue University in West Lafayette, before joining
the U.S. Air Force. After training as an aircraft maintenance
tech, she was stationed at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware.

After her term of service, she returned to Indiana, where
she helped create Hagerstown’s Sesquicentennial Quilt, on
display at the Hagerstown Museum. Toni always wanted
to help, and donated her time and efforts to many worthy
causes over the years.

She worked at Perfect Circle/Dana in Hagerstown
while attending Indiana University East in Richmond, from
which she received her Registered Nurse degree. She then
worked at Reid Memorial Hospital in Richmond.

Toni married Bradley Beeson of Hagerstown. They lived
in Brownsburg and had a son, Matthew Beeson. Matthew
married the former Molly Bloom of Minnesota, and they live
in Cicero, Ind., along with their eight children. Toni greatly
missed her grandchildren the last few years of her life.

Before moving back to Hagerstown, Toni worked as a
nurse at St. Vincent’s Ascension Hospital in Indianapolis.
Back in Hagerstown, Toni married Gordon Goodnight.
They soon moved to Tucson, and Toni worked as a nurse at
Tucson Medical Center and other facilities, before retiring.
Since then, she enjoyed watching and attending Arizona
Diamondbacks baseball games, caring for her dog Lucy
(and husband Gordon!), as well as sewing, knitting, and
quilting. Toni loved traveling, including going on ocean
cruises, as well as traveling “Back Home Again in Indiana”
to visit friends and relatives.

A memorial service will be held for Toni in Hagerstown
later this year.
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Honoring, Remembering, & Celebraling

317.984.3614

www.hartleyfuneralhomes.com

Pre-Arrangements
Celebrations of Life
Grief Support
Monumenls

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries

The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families
for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday
also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask
that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at

\ ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.
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Maxine (Good) Teter
October 23, 1933 — June 24, 2026

Maxine (Good) Teter, 92, Carmel, passed away June 24,
2026. She was born October 23, 1933,
in Clermont, Ind., and graduated from
Brownsburg High School. She and
Floyd Teter were married and start-
ed their new life together in Carmel in
1957, where they raised their family and
built a lifetime of cherished memories.
A devoted wife, mother, grand-
mother and great-grandmother, Maxine
dedicated her life to caring for others.
While her three daughters attended College Wood Elemen-
tary school, she was an active volunteer and supporter of the
school community. Throughout the years, she worked at Ayr-
Way, Joe O’Malia Food Markets and Meijer before embrac-
ing one of her favorite roles — caring for her grandchildren.
Maxine and Floyd lovingly babysat all six of their grand-
children, creating countless memories. Her grandchildren
fondly remember the joy, laughter, and love they experienced
at Grandma and Grandpa’s home. She found happiness in
simple pleasures, especially cooking for those she loved and
tending to her beautiful flower gardens. In later years, her
greatest joys were visits from her great-grandchildren.
Maxine was preceded in death by her husband, Floyd
Teter; son-in-law, Paul Buehler; siblings, Edgar Good Jr.,
Richard Good, Joseph Good, Doris Downing, Wayne Good,
Leon Good, Laura Thomas, and her twin, Max Good; and
sisters-in-law, Evelyn Baber and Bonnie Fesmire.
Survivors include daughters Linda Buehler, Nancy (Rick)
McCool and Marcia (Tim) Powers; sister, Delores Marvel;
sister-in-law Carolyn Fitzgerald; grandchildren, Amy (Da-
vid) Sexton, Thomas O’Malia, Bryan (Courtney) Buehler,
Ricky McCool, Kari (Evan) Brock, and Brianna (Nathan)
Wigington; great-grandchildren, Brady O’Malia, Ryley Bue-
hler, Reagan Brock, Olivia Sexton, Coleson Buehler, Audrey
Brock, Alaina Wigington, Lucas Buehler, and Meredith Wig-
ington; as well as many beloved nieces and nephews.
Maxine will be remembered for her kindness, dedication
to family and the love she shared with everyone around her.
The family would like to thank the staff at Independence Vil-
lage of Carmel, Wellbrooke of Carmel, and St. Croix Hospice.
A Celebration of Life service is pending.
Bussell Family Funerals is privileged to assist the fam-
ily in arrangements.
Condolences: bussellfamilyfunerals.com

— JACKSON TOWNSHIP —

Legal Notice
Plan Commission

The Cicero/Jackson Township Plan Commission will meet on July 8th, 2026, at
7:00 PM in the Cicero Town Hall, 70 North Byron Street, Cicero Indiana, 46034
in order to hear the following petition:

Docket No. PC-0626-05-AG

A Minor Subdivision application has been submitted concerning Article 5 of the
Cicero/Jackson Township Subdivision Control Ordinance in order to: Subdivide a
9.25 Acre parcel into three (3) parcels of 5.55 acres, 2.00 acres and 1.71 acres.

Project Address: 27529 Salem Rd, Atlanta, IN 46031

Parcel Number: 03-02-17-00-00-006.202

Legal Description: Acreage 9.25 Section 17, Township 20, Range 4

The petition may be examined at the office of the Cicero/Jackson Township Plan
Commission, 331 E. Jackson St., Cicero, IN 46034.

Interested parties may offer an oral opinion at the Hearing. Comments or letters
may be mailed to Cicero/Jackson Township Plan Commission at PO Box 650,
Cicero IN, 46034. Comments may also be emailed to
publiccomments@townofcicero.in.gov.

Comments must be received by 10:00am on the Monday prior to a scheduled
meeting day.

The Hearing may be continued from time to time as may be found necessary.

Petitioner’s Name: Ryan Thompson Date: June 16th, 2026
R8148 6/26/26, 6/29/26
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7389 E209THST. 20971 Shoreline ~_ 6178NORTH 18532 ORIENTAL SOLD SOLD 2707
NOBLESVILLE Unit 410 WOODHAVEN DR. OAK COURT 365 BEEcawooD DR, 5527 BRUCEBLVD.  Kilgobbin Cres
NOBLESVILLE MCCORDSVILLE NOBLESVILLE NOBLESVILLE NOBLESVILLE BROWNSBURG
Fantastic waterfront condo . Enjoy low-maintenance This turnkey 3BR, 2BA Beautiful 4BR, 2BA Unbelievable value in Move-in ready 3BR, Beautifully maintained
on Morse Reservoir’s waterfront living in this ranch in McCordsville 2 half baths in Oakmont this stunning 4BR brick | 2.5BA home in Hazel Dell = 4BR, 3BA home in Birch
secluded Waterscape side! | gated 2BR, 2BA Morse features fresh paint, of Noblesville. Home home with basementon = Woods features a main- Run at Wynne Farms.
3BR, 2BA boat dock #104, Lake condo. Features granite counters, and is situated on over half a private 0.49-acre cul- floor primary bedroom, Features an open kitchen,

fireplace, and deck offer
year-round fun, relaxation,
and scenic waterfront
living with beaches and
kayak storage.
Improved Price
$449,900

include fresh paint,
new carpet, boat slip,
two garage spots,
storage, and stainless
kitchen. Luxury
meets convenience.

Listed at $339,900

“SPEAK

LVP flooring. Enjoy

an acre (.68) wooded
lot featuring a screened

de-saclot. Features new
carpet and appliances,

open-concept kitchen,
loft, finished garage, and

gas fireplace, main floor

fthe newdwood P zlncllaci porch and finished no HOA, and a fenced, a park-like backyard bedreom/ofﬁee, slpa-hke
enceand covered ceck. basement along with a gardener’s backyard. patio. The neighborhood primary suite, arge
Community pool three car tandem garage. ~ Walkable to downtown includes a pool, backyard with fire pit, 3-car
and playground This move-in ready Noblesville. Act fast, this  playground, and trails to garage, and community
are steps away! property awaits you. property is amazing! Hazel Dell Elementary. pool on the B&O Trail
Listed at $309,900 Listed at $559,900  Listed at $324,900 Listed at $359,900 Listed at $449,900
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Men’s Basketball

Noah Maurer / File photo
Carmel graduate Peter Suder has signed a two-
way contract with the Los Angeles Lakers.
Suder helped the Greyhounds win two state
championships and was part of a Miami (Ohio)
team that clinched an unbeaten regular season.

The REPORTER

Peter Suder will soon be
singing “I Love L.A.”

The Carmel star agreed
to a two-way contract with
the Los Angeles Lakers,
with the news breaking
shortly before midnight on
Wednesday night. Reporter
Michael Scotto of Hoop-
sHype posted the news at
11:35 p.m., minutes after
the second round of the
NBA Draft had finished.

Suder has been a winner
since his freshman year for
the Greyhounds, the team
he helped win a pair of state
championship (2019 and
2021) and another section-
al title in 2020 before the
Covid pandemic halted the
state tournament. He was an
Indiana All-Star in 2022.

Suder played his first
two years of college bas-
ketball at Bellarmine, av-
eraging around 10 points
and 4.3 rebounds per game.
He transferred to Miami
(Ohio) for his final two sea-
sons; during his senior year,
Suder was part of the Red-
hawks’ team that went 31-0
in the regular season and

won a First Four game in
the NCAA tournament.

Suder averaged 12.3
points per game during his
college career, including a
14.8 average for his senior
year at Miami, the same
year he won the Mid-Amer-
ican Conference (MAC)
Player of the Year award.

“He’s a winner,” said
Ryan Osborn, who coached
Suder all four years at Car-
mel. “He’s a hard worker.”
Osborn said that every place
Suder has played, he’s been
a part of winning teams.

“I think every locker
room, every roster could use
those guys,” said Osborn.

The coach said he be-
lieves Suder is in a good sit-
uation with the Lakers and
that “the intangibles” are
what sets Suder apart.

“He finds ways to make
winning plays,” said Os-
born. “He always makes the
right plays at the right times.
He’ll do whatever it takes to
help teams win. He likes
to compete. I think every
coach sees it and really val-
ues it. He plays basketball
the right way.”

Joshua Herd
Photographer
joshuaherdphotography.com

Specializes in

senior portraits,
family portraits,
events/sports

317-670-4645 * jhjphotos@yahoo.com

Caleb comes home Part 2:
‘Our duty is to raise the bar’

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

ARCADIA — The Ham-
ilton Heights football field
that Caleb Small played on
was a little bit different from
the football field Small will
coach on.

The Huskies’ football
facilities got a major up-
grade a couple years ago,
with a turf field and a brand-
new building. When Small
first saw them, he said he
was “in awe.”

“They did it right. Ev-
erything’s beautiful,” said
Small. “Facilities will nev-
er be an excuse for a loss.
We’ve got everything we
need and more.”

Small noted the photo
of Jarrod Mason, Hamilton
Heights’ late, beloved prin-
cipal that is seen right away
while entering the team
room.

“It’s pretty cool to see
Mr. Mason’s face as you
walk into the team room,
knowing that he loves Hus-
ky football, not just Hus-
ky football, but Hamilton
Heights in general,” said
Small. “It’s just a good re-
minder that there’s a lot of
special people that have
been a part of this program.
Our duty is to keep that roll-
ing and to raise the bar of
the program as they would
expect.”

Selflessness and

toughness

Small said that the
men he was coached by
and worked for — Steve
Stirn, Chuck Reeves, Gene

“Smoke” Starrett and Jason
Simmons — taught him and
his teammates about how
to be selfless. That’s some-
thing Small has already
been talking about with his
players.

“They taught us how to
be selfless and to care about
our teammates and invest
into our teammates as much
or more than ourselves,”

said Small.

Those same coaches
also taught toughness — in
both body and mind.

“This is the message |
gave our kids yesterday,”
said Small. “When we got
good, we were founded
on toughness. And not just
physical toughness and get-
ting up and playing the next
play, but more of our men-
tal toughness, and being
able to deal with adversity
and those types of things.
Coaches put us through that.
And in due time, it was good
for us. We felt like games
were easier than practice at
times.”

During the Huskies’
scrimmage with  Green-
wood on Wednesday, there
was a game-like feel to a lot
of the plays. While the set-
ting was informal, there was
quite a bit of intensity when
it came to each play.

“I challenge our coaches
to make it as game-like as
possible every time we step
on the field, whether we’re
in pads or not,” said Small.
“We want to create an inten-
sity in a way that is positive,
but also where it slows the
game down when they get
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Reporter photo by Richie Hall

Hamilton Heights football head coach Caleb Small
supervises a play during the Huskies’ Wednesday
scrimmage with Greenwood.

to a Friday night. If we’re
intense and we coach with
a passion and a purpose ev-
ery single rep, pre-snap and
post-snap, it gives ourselves
a chance to coach our kids
at a high level and for them
to have to respond to that,
t00.”

There was celebrating if
a player made his way to the
end zone. That’s fine with
Small, who said he wants
the team to “celebrate all
successes,” saying it helps
with camaraderie and keep-
ing people engaged.

“Yeah, it’s just practice,”
said Small. “But for us,
again, we’re trying to treat
it like a game, right? So,
when we score, we want to
be happy about it, because

it’s hard to score a touch-
down in high school foot-
ball. It really is. It’s a hard
thing to do, and so all those
times that they’re getting
nitpicked and coached hard,
that’s what we do it for. We
do it to have fun and have
success and we call it party
in the end zone.”

Heights is starting a
two-week moratorium this
weekend, so the Huskies
won’t be back on the field
until July. Once the Heights
players are back, things get
serious: Small said the prac-
tices aren’t going to be “as
fun as it’s been in June, but
we’re going to get in shape
so we can go play fast and
at our highest level when we
get to August.”

The follow-up: Some suggestions

for the tennis p

I felt like it
needed to be said.

A couple
weeks ago, I
wrote a column
entitled “Top ten-
nis teams should

COLUMNIST

with: he suggest-
ed “studying the
golf tournament
and how they
farm teams out in
several directions
for their section-

not be playing als.”

so early,” which ; . The golf
got a little bit of RICHIE HALL tournaments are
response. Usual- Sports Editor spread out just

ly, I get few com-
ments on my articles, except
for the occasional “Congrat-
ulations TEAM on winning
the SPORT sectional!”

Two of the three com-
menters agreed, something
should be done. One of
them said, “there should be
a reward for success earned
during the regular season.”

The third commenter
dissented on a few things,
but did say one thing I agree

enough to keep
the good teams from meet-
ing each other until the
state meet. Someone should
figure out a way to move a
team or two out of the West-
field sectional, but that’s a
column for another day.
Here’s the thing: since
the THSAA switched the
tennis post-season to a head-
to-head format in 1982, here
are the schools that have
won state championships.
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The Dani Robinson

Scan here to
view Dani’s
urrent listings.
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20-acre luxury estate now available

Own this beautiful Hamilton
County property at 12131 E.
196th St. This inviting home
features luxurious bedrooms,
a primary retreat with spa-like
ensuite, and an upper-level
theater and game room. The
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eyt °

Robinson

REALTOR®/BROKER/SRES

THE ¢z#¢ OF FINE HOMES

kitchen offers nostalgic charm
with modern appliances. Car
enthusiasts will love the 10
total garage bays, including a
finished 6-bay area with a car
wash. Equestrian amenities
are unmatched, boasting

317.407.6969
DaniR @talktotucker.com
DaniRobinsonHomes.com

2 60’x100’ indoor arena,

33 stalls, and 5 pastures.
Complete with a beautiful
courtyard and a brand new
June 2026 roof, this stunning
estate is ready for you.
Welcome home!
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F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

Adjusting

ost-season

the sectionals every year

Richie Hall / File photo

and

separating the individual and team tournaments
are suggestions to help make the tennis post-
season more balanced. Pictured are Carmel
doubles team Gabby Hall and Madison Littell.

North Central, Brebeuf Je-
suit, Cathedral, Carmel,
Evansville Memorial, Park
Tudor, Terre Haute South,
South Bend St. Joseph and
Jasper.

NINE schools in 44
years. And guess what?
Most of these schools are
among the top teams in the
state every year. In fact,
five of them were ranked in
the top eight in this year’s
coaches poll going into sec-
tionals.

In other words, it is not a
secret who the best programs
are year in and year out.

I mentioned in my pre-
vious column a solution
from Carmel assistant coach

Mark Branaman: “Use the
coaches rankings for what
they’re intended for, to rank
the best teams. Take the
top eight from the coach-
es’ rankings and distribute
them out in the semi-state,
so that those eight, while
they could get beat along
the way, wouldn’t meet until
the state quarterfinals.”

I think this is reason-
able. The IHSAA re-aligns
the post-season every sever-
al years, which is fine. But
there’s no rule that says they
can’t make adjustments ev-
ery year if necessary. It’s
okay to switch up some of

See Suggest . . . Page 11
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Boys Golf:

Kutchma qualifies for
US Junior Amateur

The REPORTER

Two days after winning
the ITHSAA team and indi-
vidual state championships,
Westfield’s Hudson Kutch-
ma picked up another big
victory.

Kutchma won the US
Junior Amateur Qualifier
at Delaware Country Club
in Muncie on Friday, June
19. The recent Shamrocks
graduate made six birdies,
including four birdies on
the last five holes. Kutch-
ma finished with a score of
three-under par 67.

Elijah Lemmon of
McCordsville earned the
third qualifying spot with a
one-under par 69. Lemmon
totaled three birdies in his
round.

The U.S. Junior Ama-
teur takes place July 20 to
25 at Saucon Valley Country
Club in Bethlehem, Penn.

*hk

Hamilton County junior
golfers were busy across
the state last week. Here
are scores from the various
Indiana Golf Foundation Ju-
nior Tour stops.

June 15, The Farm,
Evansville

Boys 13-15: 1. Luke
Moore, Carmel 67, T7. Ste-
ven Schloss 111, Fishers 81.

Girls 16-19: 2. Lauren
Turpin, Noblesville 77, 4.
Cate Falkenstein, Carmel
103.

June 16, Old Capital,
Corydon

Boys 13-15: 13. Steven

Schloss 111, Fishers 89.
June 17, Deer Creek
GC, Clayton

Boys 13-15: 1. Mitchell
Landgraf, Westfield 38, 10.
Austin Carter 44, 11. Vidyut
Anand, Carmel 44.

Boys 16-19: TS. Mason

Gladson, McCordsville 81,
10. Karson Bowen, Nobles-
ville 82.

Girls 13-15: T4. Qianyu
Lu, Carmel 50.

June 17, The Players
Club, Yorktown

Boys 13-15: 2. Henry
Adams, Fishers 74, 3. Por-
ter Bell, Noblesville 75,
T5. Alex Witt, Westfield
79; Malachi Cole, Carmel
79; Xavier Flannery, Car-
mel 79, 8. Caleb Seaman,
Noblesville 80, T11. Kyle
North, Westfield 84, T17.
Cain Cheever, Westfield
86, T19. Lucas Graessle,
Fishers 87; Dylan Sloneker,
Noblesville 87, T22. Tom
Lester, Noblesville 89; Ga-
briel Brown, Fishers 89,
T24. Reid Lassiter, Nobles-
ville 90, T28. Rome Kauth,
McCordsville 92, 30. Brad-
ley Zelik, Westfield 94, 34.
Jaxton Heckman, Nobles-
ville 99.

Boys 16-19: T2. Jonas
Harley, Noblesville 76, T6.
Blake Weimer, Noblesville
80, T17. Camden Luedtke,
Carmel 86, 22. Grant Bey-
er, McCordsville 90, T26.
Ethan Boston, McCords-
ville 96, 29. Josh Kim, Car-
mel 99.

Girls 13-15: 1. Farrah
Camp, Westfield 73, 3. Mad-
ison Yeoman, McCordsville
92, T4. Audrey Phillips,
Noblesville 93, T6. Lucy
Rhodes, Westfield 95, 10.
Addie McEldowney, Nobles-
ville 103, 11. Riley Kremer,
Fishers 108, 13. Shyloh Re-
bar, Westfield 121, 15. Nora
Absi, Carmel 126.

Girls 16-19: 2. Reese
Roudebush, Carmel 78, 3.
Mallorie Monico, Carmel
79, 10. Presley Cherry, Ci-
cero 88, 13. Aleah Miller,
Fishers 102.

Marucci, Wessel reach
Boys State Junior semifinals

The REPORTER

Two junior golfers with
Hamilton County ties have
earned semifinal places in
the Indiana Boys State Ju-
nior Championship, which
continued Thursday at Pur-

due University’s Acker-
man-Allen Course.
Noblesville’s Tyler

Marucci punched his ticket
to the last four with a 4&3
quarterfinal victory over
Gas City’s Landon Tropf.
Marucci will play Boon-
ville’s Alex Cook in a semi-
final match this morning.

Eli Wessel, a recent
Guerin Catholic graduate,
advanced to the semis by
beating Fort Wayne’s Caden
Baker 4&2. Wessel will play
Roanoke’s Landon Snyder
in the other semifinal.

The semifinals begin at
8 a.m. this morning, with
the two winners facing off
for the championship, which
will be played immediately
following the semifinals.

Round of 16 results

Marucci and Wessel were
two of the six local players that
competed in the Round of 16
at the State Junior on Thurs-
day morning. Marucci got past
Elkhart’s Benjamin Divido in
20 holes, while Wessel beat
Carmel’s Patrick Wolf 6&4.

In other matches involv-
ing county golfers, West-
field’s Ryan Cesare fell to
Spencerville’s Christian
Hicks 3&1, Tropf beat Fish-
ers’ Mattingly Upchurch 2
Up and Middlebury’s Luke
Haarer defeated Fishers’
Dane Starnes 3&2.

Sports

“He impacts winning”

Pacers GM Chad Buchanan shares what stood out about Braden Smith

By JOSH BODE
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Former Purdue star and
Westfield grad Braden Smith
is staying home.

The Indiana Pacers trad-
ed for Smith, the NCAA
all-time assist leader, in the
second round of the NBA
Draft on Wednesday night.
The Pacers sent the Chicago
Bulls guard Kam Jones, two
future second-round pick
swaps, and cash in exchange
for Smith, who was taken
No. 38 overall.

The Pacers have signed
Smith to a two-way contract.

Pacers general manager
Chad Buchanan shared what
stood out to him about Smith.

“There’s certain players
you see early on that just
kind of gives you an itch,”
Buchanan said. “You just

see certain qualities. Braden
from the very beginning up
till today has a competitive
will that is very hard to put
a measure on and a value on.
He’s always won. He im-
pacts winning.”

“His basketball IQ is
extremely high,” Buchan-
an added. “You look at the
players in this draft, what
he accomplished in college
and you look at the other
point guards in this draft,
his ability to make plays
for other players, see things
that other players can’t see
is a special trait.”

Buchanan was talking
to Purdue head coach Matt
Painter and the biggest thing
Painter said is that Smith
impacts winning. Buchanan
said that’s the best quality
for a player.

Buchanan’s son played

basketball at Westfield High
School, the same school
Smith attended. Buchanan
addressed his relationship
with Smith.

“The fact that he is a lo-
cal player, a Purdue player,
I know it’s a story, but that’s
not the reason why we draft-
ed Braden Smith,” Pacers
general manager Chad Bu-
chanan said. “We believe in
him as a player, our whole
group does. It’s a group de-
cision. It’s not my decision.”

Buchanan said the Pac-
ers wanted to get a player
on a two-way contract at the
point guard position, which
is why they targeted Smith.
Buchanan added it’s always
good to have depth at the
point guard position with
potential injuries.

Buchanan compared
what he saw from Smith to
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another Pacers backcourt
player.

“I felt like when I
watched Andrew Nembhard,
and we watched him at the
combine, a lot of the same
things were happening when
Andrew had the ball as what
we saw with Braden with the
ball,” Buchanan said. “His
team was organized. He got
a good look for everybody.”

Buchanan thinks Smith’s
instinct and 1Q fits well in
Pacers head coach Rick Car-
lisle’s system.

Smith will wear No. 3
with the Pacers, the same
number he wore at Purdue.

This story was origi-
nally published by WISH-
TV at wishtv.com/sports/
he-impacts-winning-pac-
ers-gm-chad-buchanan-
shares-what-stood-out-
about-braden-smith.

SUGGEST

the sectionals if the result is
a better-balanced post-sea-
son.
There are currently
four semi-state sites for
tennis and four teams play
in each of them — but a
team only has to beat one
opponent to win. Ever
since the IHSAA switched
to having eight teams qual-
ify for state, we’ve had
squads win “Semi-State 17
and “Semi-State 2”” cham-
pionships.

Here’s a suggestion: if
we’re still going to have
eight qualifiers for state,
then how about having eight
semi-state sites? Maybe that
can help with geography
and allow teams to play a
little closer to home.

As for the individual
tournament, I don’t like the
idea of how random it can
be. Let’s say a good team
has a No. 1 singles player
that is struggling as she en-
ters the sectional. The team
beats its opponents 4-1 to
win the team sectional title,
but No. 1 singles loses both
her matches.

That means both No. 1
singles players from the oth-
er teams go to the individual
event. Good for them, but
is that really a good way to
determine who enters a state
tournament?

If we’re going to have
an individual tournament,
then maybe it should be
separated from the team
tournament. Select the best
16 singles players and dou-
bles teams from around the
state and have them come to
North Central for a weekend
after the team tournament
is finished. You can base
it on win-loss percentage,
number of wins, undefeated
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Pocdcast

https://lifetimelegacylawyers.com

records — whatever criteria
is necessary. The coaches
can figure it out. Trust the
coaches!

These are just my ideas.
I’m sure I’ll think of more,
and I’m certain the readers

will think of some ideas as
well. This is a discussion
that needs to continue, to
make the tennis post-season
more balanced and give ev-
eryone a fair chance to go as
far as they can in the state

from Page 10

tournament.

Richie Hall has covered
high school sports for more
than 25 years, 19 of those
years in Hamilton County.
You can email him at sports@
readthereporter.com.
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CONTACT US

136 SOUTH 9TH STREET
SUITE 400
NOBLESVILLE, IN 46060
317-773-1974

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE
at the Historic Adler Building.
Contact Kim Watson at
317-773-1974 for details.

1010 WEST 8TH STREET
SUITE 5
ANDERSON, IN 46016
765-642-2080

Thanks for reading!
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