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See The Secret Garden bloom 
at Basile Westfield Playhouse
By AIDA KARIM
news@readthereporter.com

The enchanting children’s 
classic brimming with magical 
design and haunting melodies 
is brought to life in Hamilton 
County when Main Street Pro-
ductions (MSP) stages The Se-
cret Garden at Basile Westfield 
Playhouse, 220 N. Union St., 
through June 7. 

The Reporter spoke with MSP 
Producer Rachel Kelso about the 
fantastical production and what 
audiences should expect.

Kelso told The Reporter The 
Secret Garden encompasses 
the story of a young girl named 
Mary Lennox who has to move 
to England and live with her es-
tranged uncle. Her entire world 
is suddenly extremely foreign to 
her. The girl learns to find her-
self, bring joy to those around 
her, and reunite with her family 
through gardening.

Kelso said she sees the show 
as incredibly magical. 

“It’s a show that challenges 
how you view the world,” Kelso 
said. “Not only is the set abso-

lutely phenomenally decorated, 
but the singing is just angelic, 
the music is transcendent.”

MSP’s cast spans generations. 
There are young children all the 
way up to adults in their middle 
age, with one particular actress, 

Photo by Rob Slaven / IndyGhostLight.com
(From left) Polly Hamm, Amanda McCabe, Darrin Gowan, Brynn Lee, Ellen Vander 
Missen, Bryan Gallet, Jackson Stollings, Kata Ewigleben, Josh Vander Missen, 
Heather Hansen, Connor Phelan, Ryley Trottier, Elizabeth Belle, and Mike Lipphardt.

Get Your Tickets for “The Secret Garden”
When: May 28 through June 7. Thursday, Friday and Saturday shows at 
7:30 p.m. Sunday shows at 2:30 p.m.
Where: Basile Westfield Playhouse, 220 N. Union St., Westfield
Cost: $17 for adults 18 and older, $15 for seniors 62 and older and for 
students with ID.
Where to buy: Go to BasileWestfieldPlayhouse.org or call (317) 402-
3341 for tickets.See Secret . . . Page 2

HSE Schools outlines referendum 
proposal, shares financial update

Submitted by HSE Schools
Hamilton Southeastern 

(HSE) Schools shared an early 
proposal Wednesday night for 
a possible operating referen-
dum renewal, citing continued 
financial pressure from rising 
costs and recent changes to In-
diana property tax law. 

The proposal, presented 
to the Board of School Trust-
ees by Chief Financial Offi-
cer Tim Brown, included a 
maximum referendum rate of 
$0.36 per $100 of assessed 
value over an eight-year term. 
Brown emphasized that, under 
state referendum rules, HSE 
must ask voters for the highest 
rate it may need during the full 
eight-year term, but that does 
not mean the district would 
ever collect the full amount. 

HSE would expect 
to use a lower rate in 
the early years and 
gradually increase 
the rate to meet fu-
ture financial needs. 

The Board is ex-
pected to vote on a 
proposed maximum 
referendum rate and 
levy at its June 10 
meeting. If approved, in Novem-
ber, voters will decide whether 
to continue funding academic 
programming through teacher 
retention as well as essential 
school safety and behavioral 
health supports for students. 

Over the last two years, 
HSE Schools has already tak-
en several steps to reduce ex-
penses, with the work shared to 
date representing more than $7 

million in potential 
ongoing reductions. 
Those savings come 
from staffing chang-
es tied to enrollment, 

department and operational 
efficiencies, salary hold deci-
sions, contract reviews and ex-
panded partnerships. 

“These steps were import-
ant before asking the Board to 
consider an early referendum 
renewal,” Superintendent Dr. 
Matt Kegley said. “Even with 
these cost-cutting measures, 
the projected loss in expect-
ed revenue due to Senate En-

rolled Act 1 would make it 
difficult for HSE Schools to 
maintain the level of program-
ming, staffing and student sup-
port our community expects.” 

The district also launched a 
new finance webpage to make 
school finance information 
easier to find and understand. 
The page, which is updated 
regularly, includes information 
about school funding, revenue 
sources, legislative updates, 
frequently asked questions, 
and monthly financial reports. 

The webpage is available 
at hseschools.org/finances.

Kegley

“Pack the Cruiser” Food Drive
returns for its 10th year on Saturday
The REPORTER

Police agencies across cen-
tral and southern Indiana will 
soon reunite to “Pack the Cruis-
er.” The four-hour food drive 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, May 30 will ask Kroger 
customers to help address a va-
riety of food needs, particularly 
for children during the summer 
months.

“The timing of this drive is 
especially important because, 
when school is out, many chil-
dren won’t have access to the 
nutrition provided through 
school lunches,” Eric Halvor-
son, spokesman for Kroger 
Central Division, said. We also 
know demand is up at food 
banks and pantries while do-

nations are down. So, Pack the 
Cruiser helps ensure food is 
available when local families 
need help.”

The following products are 
among the items especially 
appreciated by the local food 
banks and pantries receiving the 
donations:

• Peanut butter (plastic jar)
• Jelly (plastic jar)
• Canned fruit & vegetables
• Cereal
• Granola bars
• Applesauce & fruit cups
• Instant oatmeal
• Mac & cheese cups
• Canned tuna & chicken
Pack the Cruiser has grown 

from three Kroger stores in its 
first year to more than 30 at lo-

cal Kroger stores across Indiana 
and central Illinois.

The drive’s founder, Fishers 
Detective Dean Mucha, said, 
“What started as a simple idea 
to help local families has grown 
into an incredible community 
tradition filled with generosity, 
teamwork, and heart.”

Hamilton County Harvest 
Food Bank, a beneficiary of 
Pack the Cruiser, praises police 
for their support.

“Their continued involve-
ment is a powerful example of 
what it means to truly serve,” 
said Suzanna Hobson, execu-
tive director of the food bank. 
“By stepping up year after year 

Graphic providedSee Cruiser . . . Page 2

Veterans’ stories
take you beyond the 
headlines on June 26
Submitted by Tina Mangos

Local veteran organizations will hold an 
old-fashion storytelling event to celebrate 
America's birthday and learn about our mil-
itary history from 2 to 4 p.m. Friday, June 
26 at the Carmel American Legion Post 
155, 852 W. Main St.

Hear personal stories (with PowerPoints 
and visuals) from five veterans who will 
share their experiences or those of family 
members, some going back to the Revolu-
tionary War.

To name a few, stories include: women 
in the military since the ‘70s, changes in 
technology and communication, rescuing 
prisoners of war, various assignments in 
worldwide locations, using military training 
in civilian endeavors, and more.

Enjoy home-baked birthday cake, social 
engagement, and displays.

Westfield Mayor Scott Willis, who is a 
retired Marine Colonel, will share his illus-
trious U.S. Marine experience that spanned 
the globe. Carmel City Councilman Tony 
Green served over a decade as an active-du-
ty pilot for the U.S. Air Force.

Some of the families’ stories include: 
World War II cartography, prisoner of war 
in Korea, Vietnam, fighting with George 
Washington and Daniel Boone, being 
awarded “Kentucky Colonel” during the 
Civil War, and more … stories you don’t 
get in school.

Display tables will offer more visuals, 
such as letters written to a POW in Korea 
by then-Senator John F. Kennedy, Western 
Union telegrams a wife received as MIA noti-
fications, a guitar that survived WW2 and was 
a connection to home, with which a meaning-
ful song will be played by the storyteller.

The moderator, Kathryn Lerch, directs 
the Legacy Initiative Project at Park Tudor, 
is on the board of the WW2 Roundtable, 
has many publications on military history, 
and has received numerous awards for her 
historiography.

Collaborating on this event are:
• Carmel Mayor’s Commission on Vet-

eran Affairs
• Carmel VFW Post 10003
• Carmel American Legion Post 155
• Clay Township Military Museum and 

Library
It’s a free event, but registration is re-

quired at tinamangosarts.com.
We have many heroes and sources of 

inspiration in our community, but one will 
never know unless you take the time and in-
terest to hear their story.

Start your summer 
the “K” way

Summer doesn’t 
arrive loudly. It slips 
in through longer eve-
nings, barefoot morn-
ings, and the quiet per-
mission to begin again. 
School years close, 
calendars soften, and 
suddenly life feels less 
rushed, yet full of pos-
sibility. Every summer 
asks a question: What 
kind of season will this be?

This year, I want to start summer the “K” 
way: the way of Kindness, Kingdom-mind-
ed living, and Keeping what truly matters 
at the center.

We live in a world that often rewards 
speed over sensitivity, opinions over un-
derstanding, and reaction over reflection. 
But summer invites a different trajectory. 
It invites us to slow down enough to no-
tice people again … the neighbor walking 
alone, the tired cashier, the child searching 
for attention, the friend silently carrying a 
heavy story.

We rarely know who is hanging on by 
a thread.

A gentle word may be the turning point 
in someone’s day. A smile may interrupt 

Pooja Thakkar
Taste of Community

COLUMNIST

See “K” Way . . . Page 2
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Noblesville 
Lions Club 

Grillin’ on the Square
Under the Big Tent 

Pork Chops, Chicken, 
Dogs, and Extras

Friday - June 5, 2026
Lunch/Dinner  

11:00AM to 7:00PM
$15 Advance   $17 At the Door   

$9 Hot Dog

SATURDAY, June 6, 2026
Breakfast 

7:00AM to 11:00AM
$8 Adults   $6 Kids   Free Under 2 Yr

Advance tickets available from any Lion

someone’s loneliness. A mo-
ment of patience may restore 
dignity where frustration 
once lived. These small acts 
rarely make headlines, yet 
they quietly change lives.

Kindness is not soft liv-
ing; it is intentional living.

As May rushes by, many 
of us find ourselves saying, 
“Let me just get through 
May,” while juggling end-
ings, deadlines, graduations, 
celebrations, and all the little 
responsibilities that pile up 
before summer fully arrives. 
But perhaps this busy season 
is also an invitation to pause 
and ask ourselves: What tra-
jectory are we creating as we 
move into summer?

What are you wrapping 
up this month? More impor-
tantly, who might you invite 
for a walk, a shared meal, or a 
quiet moment to finally soak 
in the sunshine together? 
Sometimes the most mean-
ingful way to begin summer 
the “K” way is not through 
grand plans, but through 
simple connection – making 
time for kindness, conversa-
tion, and community before 
another season slips by.

The “K” way reminds us 
that words can either wound 
or heal. In moments of dis-
agreement – at home, online, 
or across cultures – we hold 
a powerful choice. We can 
speak to win, or we can speak 
to lift. One builds walls; the 
other builds bridges.

Summer gives us count-

less opportunities to prac-
tice this.

At parks filled with 
laughter. Around backyard 
tables sharing food. During 
festivals, road trips, or spon-
taneous ice cream stops. 
These moments become sa-
cred when we allow our ac-
tions to reflect compassion 
rather than convenience.

Living the “K” way 
also means recognizing 
that love is not weakness. 
It is strength under control. 
It takes courage to forgive. 
Courage to listen. Courage 
to extend grace when impa-
tience feels easier.

In Hindu philosophy, 
we are often reminded that 
“Seva” – selfless service – 
and “Karuna” – compassion 
– are not separate from dai-
ly life, but part of how we 
honor the divine within one 
another. Kindness becomes 
a form of prayer in action. 
It is spirituality expressed 
not only through rituals or 
festivals, but through ordi-
nary moments handled with 
patience, respect, humility, 
and care.

Perhaps that is the real 
invitation of summer: not 
just to escape life, but to re-
connect with it. To reconnect 
with people, with presence, 
and with the simple joy of 
gathering again.

Start your summer the 
“K” way — letting kind-
ness lead, letting compas-
sion guide, and letting love 

become a daily practice. 
Because when we live this 
way, we don’t just enjoy the 
season.

We change its direction.
And sometimes, without 

even realizing it, we help 
change someone else’s life 
along the way.

The feeling felt famil-
iar.

This reflection reminds 
me of my own childhood 
summers. As soon as the 
school year ended, excite-
ment would begin to build. 
Bags would be packed, and 
we would get ready to travel 
to our grandparents’ home, 
leaving behind exam stress, 
schedules, and routines. 
Summer meant freedom, 
late-night conversations, 
shared meals, cousins filling 
the house with laughter, and 
neighbors dropping by with-
out invitation. It was a sea-
son of simply being together.

Those summers taught 
me that the memories we 
treasure most are rarely the 
expensive or perfect ones. 
They are the ordinary mo-
ments shared with people 
we love – near or far – the 
evenings spent outside, the 
stories passed across gen-
erations, and the feeling of 
belonging within family and 
community.

Pooja Thakkar is work-
ing to build cultural connec-
tions. You can read her col-
umn each week in the pages 
of The Reporter.

“K” Way
from Page 1

Kata Ewigleben, playing the 
role of Lily who Kelso says 
is absolutely fantastic. 

“Not only is she like a 
ray of sunshine, but she has 
a phenomenal voice,” Kelso 
said. “She sings all the very, 
very high notes in the show. 
It’s incredible to watch.”

According to Kelso, not 
only is the play about magi-
cal things, but there is some 
potential magic in store for 
audiences. 

Keslo told The Report 
this play “will absolutely 
transport you to another 
time and place where it feels 
like anything is possible.”

You can see The Secret 
Garden on stage at Basile 
Westfield Playhouse, 220 N. 
Union St., through June 7. 
Call (317) 402-3341 or go to 
BasileWestfieldPlayhouse.
org to get your tickets.

Photo by Rob Slaven / IndyGhostLight.com
From left) Darrin Gowan, Bryan Gallet, Elizabeth Belle, Ryley Trottier, Connor 
Phelan, Josh Vander Missen, Ellen Vander Missen, Polly Hamm, Jackson 
Stollings, Mary Garner, and Heather Hansen.

Meet the Cast of “The Secret Garden”
Mary Lennox – Polly Hamm
Lily – Kata Ewigleben
Archibald Craven – Mike Lipphardt
Dr. Neville Craven – Braden Hunt
Martha – Tessa Gibbons
Dickon – Nate Moore
Colin Craven – Harper Moore
Ben Weatherstaff – Ron Freeman
Mrs. Medlock – Mary Garner
Mrs. Winthrop – Brynn Lee

Rose Lennox – Heather Hansen
Captain Albert Lennox – Josh Vander Missen
Alice – Amanda McCabe
Lieutenant Wright – Bryan Gallet
Lieutenant Shaw – Jackson Stollings
Major Shelley – Connor Phelan
Mrs. Shelley – Ryley Trottier
Major Holmes – Darrin Gowan
Mrs. Claire Holmes – Ellen Vander Missen
Ayah – Elizabeth Belle

Secret
from Page 1

– not just as officers, but as 
neighbors – they show a 
deep and lasting commit-
ment to the well-being of 
the communities they pro-
tect. It’s about showing up 
where the need is greatest 
and making sure no child 
in Hamilton County goes 
hungry.”

Officers and deputies 
will provide shopping lists 
to customers at the follow-

ing Hamilton County Kro-
ger stores:

• 11700 Olio Road, 
Fishers

• 9799 E. 116th St., 
Fishers

• 7450 Fishers Station 
(116th & Allisonville), 
Fishers

• 172 W. Logan St., No-
blesville

• 14800 Hazel Dell 
Crossing, Noblesville 

• 17447 Carey Road, 
Westfield

• 150 W. 161st St., 
Westfield 

• 1217 S. Range Line 
Road, Carmel

• 10679 N. Michigan 
Road, Carmel

“Thank you to everyone 
who has donated, volun-
teered, and supported this 
event over the years,” Det. 
Mucha said. “Together, 

we’ve helped countless kids 
and families while showing 
the true power of commu-
nity. Here’s to 10 amazing 
years, and many more to 
come!”

Kroger invites the com-
munity to help officers and 
deputies “Pack the Cruiser” 
and join our heroes against 
hunger, ensuring children 
don’t go hungry this sum-
mer.

Cruiser
from Page 1

Thanks for reading!
Accurate
Balanced
Local News

http://basilewestfieldplayhouse.org
http://www.basilewestfieldplayhouse.org
http://www.basilewestfieldplayhouse.org
http://indyghostlight.com/
https://qr.io/r/jo4nQy
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This unique visual event includes:
• Local food
• Live music

• Artisan market
• Education with an astronomer

Fri., May 29 | 3-9 PM
Strawtown Koteewi Park
12308 Strawtown Ave., Noblesville, IN 46060

For more details:
call 317-774-2574 or visit
myhamiltoncountyparks.com

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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POLO AT SUNSET
H I C K O R Y  H A L L  P O L O  C L U B

JuNE 19TH, 2026

7551 E 100 N. WHITESTOWN, IN
FIELDS OPEN AT 5,  MATCH STARTS AT 6

$40/carload.. .

TAILGATING 

ENCOURAGED

KIDS AREA:

HORSE PHOTO OPS

FACE PAINTING

ADOPT A HORSE

Classic 4 Door Sports Car - 2004 Mazda RX8 in great condition 
with only 43,000 miles.

This gleaming silver beauty generates 238 hp driving a manual  
6-speed trans.

Top speed estimated at 146-153 mph. 
Weight distribution at 50/50, so this little devil can really corner.

Asking $14,000 but will negotiate. 
Call Ron at 317-730-6075 

FOR SALE
Indianapolis Colts linebacker

Austin Ajiake to lead story time at
Westfield Washington Public Library
The REPORTER

The Westfield Washing-
ton Public Library (WWPL) 
will welcome Indianapolis 
Colts linebacker Austin Aji-
ake as a special guest reader 
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, May 30. 

Ajiake will read Car-
son Chooses Forgiveness, 
written by Tony and Lauren 
Dungy. The story encour-
ages young readers about 

teamwork and the impor-
tance of offering second 
chances to learn the impor-
tance of forgiveness, kind-
ness, and teamwork through 
relatable life lessons and 
sports themes.

“We’re grateful Austin 
is willing to take the time to 
inspire our young readers,” 
WWPL Executive Director 
Sheryl Sollars said. “Pro-
grams like this help children 

connect reading with posi-
tive role models and import-
ant life lessons like kindness, 
teamwork, and forgiveness.”

After the reading, attend-
ees will have the opportuni-
ty to participate in an inter-
active discussion about the 
book. Ajiake will also be 
available for photos and au-
tographs. The free event is 
open to all children and fam-
ilies in the community.

Kids can have a magical afternoon at 
Princess Tea at Feinstein’s in Carmel
Submitted

You and your chil-
dren are invited to the en-
chanting Princess Tea at 
Feinstein’s inside Hotel 
Carmichael. This will be 
a magical afternoon filled 
with tea and treats fit for 
royalty.

Children can dress up 
as their favorite princess, 
wear their glamorous tiara, 
and enjoy a delightful tea 
party with special appear-
ances from beloved prin-
cess characters. Don't miss 
out on this unforgettable 
experience that will make 
your kiddos feel like true 
princes and princesses.

Guests will be served 
selections of scones, finger 
sandwiches, seasonal des-
serts, tea, and more as this 

magical afternoon creates 
unforgettable moments.

You can meet …
• Tinker Bell: A 

spunky and creative tinker 
fairy who isn't afraid to get 
her hands dirty. She may 
be a bit sassy, but her huge 
heart and clever inventions 
always shine brighter when 
it matters most.

• Rosetta: A charming 
and elegant garden fairy 
who brings beauty to Pix-
ie Hollow. She’s a classic 
southern belle who loves a 
good makeover, hates mud, 
and truly believes that ev-
erything (and everyone) 
blossoms with a little TLC.

• Fawn: A tomboyish 
and energetic animal fairy 
who is always up for an 
adventure. She’s the ulti-

mate friend to all creatures, 
known for her mischievous 
streak and her belief that 
there’s no such thing as a 
"scary" animal.

Note: characters are 
subject to change in case of 
emergency/illness.

Join the princesses at 
Feinstein’s on Sunday, 
June 7. Check in begins at 
noon and the tea official-
ly begins at 1 p.m. If your 
prince or princess are un-
der the age of 2, they are 
welcome to enter this en-
chanted afternoon free of 
charge; please call the Box 
Office at (317) 688-1947. 
Also, if they have any food 
allergies please let the Box 
Office know. 

Tickets are available at 
feinsteinshc.com.

Photo provided

Don’t miss folk supergroup 
I’m With Her on June 25

The REPORTER
With the 2014 forma-

tion of I’m With Her, sing-
er-songwriters Sarah Jaro-
sz, Aoife O’Donovan, and 
Sara Watkins introduced 
an essential new force into 
the world of folk music: a 
close-knit alliance of es-
teemed musicians sharing a 
deep understanding of folk 
tradition and a passion for 
expanding its possibilities.

You can see them per-

form at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
June 25 while the trio is on 
their Sing Me Alive Tour. 
Click here to get your tickets 
for the concert at the Payne 
& Mencias Palladium.

Following their criti-
cally lauded debut See You 
Around and standalone sin-
gles like “Call My Name” 
(winner of the 2020 Gram-
my Award for Best Amer-
ican Roots Song), the trio 
have routinely taken time 

out from their individual 
careers to dream up songs 
together, exploring themes 
of ancestry, lineage and the 
human experience. Their 
sophomore LP Wild and 
Clear and Blue claimed 
the 2026 Grammy for Best 
Folk Album as well as Best 
American Roots Song for 
opening track “Ancient 
Light.” The group’s first 
live album, Sing Me Alive, 
was released in April.

https://theheroesclub.org/events/polo-at-sunset/
https://crchurch.org/comedy-event-popcorn
https://www.feinsteinshc.com/
https://thecenterpresents.org/imwithher
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Westfield Washington Schools celebrates 
Class of 2026’s “legacy of excellence”

Submitted by Westfield 
Washington Schools

Westfield High 
School’s Class of 2026 
leaves behind a legacy 
of excellence, leader-
ship, service, and student 
achievement across ac-
ademics, athletics, per-
forming arts, and student 
organizations.

During commencement 
at Grand Park, Principal 
Alicia Denniston reflected 
on the class’s impact and 
the many ways students 
embodied the district’s 
mission of becoming Life 
Ready.

“This is a class that has 
embraced leadership and 
has modeled the values of 
the Westfield Way: kind-
ness, respect, positivity, 
and gratitude,” Denniston 
said during her address to 
graduates. “You have truly 
made WHS history.”

The Class of 2026 cel-
ebrated significant accom-
plishments both inside and 
outside the classroom.

Academic
Achievement

The graduating class in-
cluded numerous students 
recognized for exceptional 
academic performance:

• 65 Distinguished Grad-
uates (grade-point average 
of 4.3 or higher)

• 36 Honored Graduates 
(GPA between 4.2 and 4.29)

• 2,117 AP exams taken, 
including this year’s testing 
cycle

• 89 percent AP passing 
rate thus far

• 166 AP Scholars thus 
far

Athletics
WHS athletics teams 

achieved multiple mile-
stones during the school 
year, including:

• Football earning the 
state runner-up title

• Girls volleyball be-
coming regional champions

• Girls cross country 
winning sectional and re-
gional championships

• Wrestling winning a 
sectional championship

• Gymnastics earning 
the program’s first-ever sec-
tional championship

• Boys tennis earning a 
first-ever sectional champi-
onship

• Girls tennis winning 
both the HCC Champion-
ship and sectional champi-
onship

Performing Arts
WHS performing arts 

students also delivered his-
toric performances and rec-
ognitions:

• Illumination earned 
three grand championships, 
four best vocal awards, 
three best choreography 
awards, six people’s choice 
awards, and one best crew 
award.

• Westfield Band and 
Guard Class of 2026 earned 
a collective 17 state finals 
appearances.

• The band program cel-
ebrated its 60th state finals 
appearance this spring.

• Students appeared in 
eight World Championship 
finals.

• Students earned a col-
lective 372 gold medals at 
State Solo and Ensemble.

• WHS theater produc-
tions were recognized for 
outstanding set build and 
design.

Clubs, Leadership & 
Student Organizations

Student organizations 
continued to make a mean-
ingful impact on both the 
school and broader commu-
nity:

• Dance Marathon raised 
over $117,000.

• WHS Best Buddies 
was named Outstanding 
High School Chapter for the 
state of Indiana.

• WHS yearbook earned 
statewide recognition 
through Quill and Scroll’s 
Yearbook Excellence Con-
test.

• Sham-Rock-Botics 
qualified for the state cham-
pionship.

• WHS eSports League 
of Legends won the Indiana 
State Championship.

• FCCLA earned first in 
the state in restaurant man-
agement.

• Speech and Debate fin-
ished fifth in overall sweep-
stakes.

• DECA had 117 stu-
dents qualify for state com-
petition and a record num-
ber qualify for nationals.

In addition, a record 
number of students par-
ticipated in internships 
throughout the community, 
gaining hands-on experi-
ences connected to future 
careers and Life Ready 
learning.

As graduates prepare 
for their next steps, the 
accomplishments of the 
Class of 2026 reflect years 
of hard work, collabora-
tion, perseverance, and 
growth.

“Once a Rock, Always 
a Rock,” Denniston told 
graduates. “I look forward 
to seeing where life will 
take you and how you will 
change it.” Photos by Rocks Media House

https://www.picklemans.com/
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Photos by Hannah Johnson / Portraits by Hannah
On Monday, June 1, Faith Written Forward premieres at 4:30 p.m. on the Vision TV Network on 
Roku, Fire TV, Samsung, and YouTube. Each week, an author is asked questions about their 
writing. The first author interviewed is Janet Hart Leonard. She talks about her books, From the 
Hart and When the Hart Speaks. She has earned an International Christian Book Award for her 
most recent book, From the Hart. Beneath her humor is deep wisdom and unwavering faith. 
She shares her thoughts and her life each week in The Hamilton County Reporter. She has been 
a newspaper columnist for 20 years. She is currently writing her first fiction novel … stay tuned.

Faith Written Forward’s 
premiere features JanetFireworks Festival 

parking passes & VIP 
Tables Now on Sale

Submitted by 
City of Noblesville 

The Noblesville Parks 
& Recreation Department 
is selling Fireworks Festi-
val parking passes and VIP 
Tables. New this year, VIP 
guests will receive direct 
connected access to the 
Beer Garden. 

Each year on July 4, No-
blesville transforms into a 
vibrant celebration of patri-
otism and community spirit 
for one of the city’s biggest 
events of the year. The fes-
tivities begin with the annu-
al parade at 4 p.m. and con-
tinues with the Fireworks 
Festival at Forest Park from 
6 to 10 p.m. 

In-park parking pass-
es are available to provide 
convenient access into For-
est Park during the festival. 
This pass allows parking in 
the pool parking lot on July 
4 during the festival. Park-
ing passes must be picked 
up from the Park’s Depart-
ment office located in For-
est Park at the Forest Park 
Inn, 701 Cicero Road, no 

later than Wednesday, July 
1, during business hours of 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 

VIP Tables are also on 
sale, offering premium seat-
ing with incredible views of 
the live entertainment, in-
cluding a performance from 
16 Candles, plus a dedicated 
space for your group.  

“The Fireworks Festi-
val is a signature event that 
we strive to improve each 
year, and the Parks & Rec-
reation Department is excit-
ed to elevate the VIP expe-
rience even more this year 
during America’s 250th 
birthday,” Recreation Man-
ager Parker Irwin said. “We 
look forward to having the 
community join us on July 
4th for an evening of live 
music, family fun, food 
vendors, and a spectacular 
fireworks finale.”

Spots are limited. Secure 
yours today at noblesville.
in.gov/parks by selecting 
the 4th of July Parade & 
Fireworks Festival under 
the Signature Events tab.

Hamilton County Television, Hamilton County Reporter,
Noblesville Trophies, Noblesville Park Department 

Noblesville Chamber of Commerce.

FREE Movie for the public, 
starts approx 9:15 pm. (dusk)

Bring your blankets, chairs and 
refreshments.

presents 15th Annual (Final season) 

FREE 
2026 Outdoor Movies at Shelter 1
Forest Park in Noblesville

1934 
The Thin Man

June 12th

SHARE YOUR NEWS!
Broadcast your community’s news
to readers across Hamilton County
News@ReadTheReporter.com

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
https://hchfoodbank.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Hart-Decades-Columns-Kindness-Kitchen-Table/dp/196258187X
https://www.noblesville.in.gov/parks
https://www.noblesville.in.gov/parks
https://www.hctv1.com/
mailto:news%40readthereporter.com?subject=News%20Submission
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Business cards

Noblesville Roofing 
& Restoration 

Phone (317) 223-4587
Email: dhbs@comcast.net 

317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday

1/2 Price Bottles of 
Wine On Wednesdays

Reservations Recommended 

It is 3 a.m. 
The radio crack-
les with a par-
tial license-plate 
number and a 
vague descrip-
tion of a sedan 
that just fled a vi-
olent robbery.

Ten years ago, 
that call would 
have launched a convoy of 
deputies, troopers, and city 
officers fanning out across 
Hamilton County, each one 
hoping to spot the suspect 
vehicle before daylight. 
We burned fuel, tied up 
manpower, and too often 
watched the trail go cold.

I remember those 
nights well. I served as a 
trooper with the Indiana 
State Police, command-
ed units at the Marion 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
worked for the U.S. Secret 
Service, and ran Hamilton 
County’s 911 center. Back 
then, success depended 
on luck and a lot of wind-
shield time.

Today the playbook is 
different. Before a patrol 
unit even rolls, investigators 
check license-plate-reader 
(LPR) data. If the suspect 
car passes a fixed or mo-
bile camera in our county, 
or slips under a reader in 
Lafayette, Indianapolis, or 
any partner agency, an alert 
arrives within seconds. In-
stead of scattering units 
in every direction, leaders 

can send two of-
ficers to the last 
alert, confirm the 
plate, and work 
outward from re-
al-time informa-
tion. What once 
took hours now 
takes minutes, 
and the odds of 
an arrest rise fast.

This has occurred nu-
merous times over the past 
few years across the state 
with incidents ranging 
from kidnappings and mur-
ders. Some of the state’s 
most heinous crimes were 
committed by person(s) 
fleeing in a motor vehicle 
on a public roadway.

In August of 2024, 
an infant was kidnapped 
while inside a stolen mo-
tor vehicle in Indianapolis. 
LPR data readily available 
to responding law enforce-
ment officials allowed 
them to quickly track and 
locate the vehicle which 
ultimately resulted in the 
infant being found un-
harmed. This would never 
have been possible prior to 
the evolution of technolo-
gy and the LPR.

Central Indiana regu-
larly hosts marquee sport-
ing weekends and large 
conventions that fuel our 
regional economy. During 
those events, a network of 
license-plate readers feeds 
live plate data to law-en-
forcement teams. Suspi-

cious-vehicle tips can be 
checked in seconds, so 
patrol officers stay focused 
on crowd safety instead 
of gridlock. Tens of thou-
sands of visitors arrive 
and depart without a single 
vehicle-related incident 
spoiling the festivities.

Closer to home, Ham-
ilton County sits between 
major commuter routes. 
When a theft crew uses a 
stolen SUV to strike park-
ing lots along the corridor, 
one alert can place that ve-
hicle on U.S. 31 or I-465 
and let us coordinate with 
neighboring departments 
instead of guessing which 
exit it took. In domestic-vi-
olence calls, pinpointing a 
suspect’s car quickly often 
decides whether the next 
contact is an arrest or an-
other assault.

Speed matters for three 
reasons. First, a plate alert 
arrives faster than any 
cruiser can drive. Second, 
two well-placed units can 
intercept a suspect vehicle 
while the rest of the shift 
stays on other calls. Third, 
time-stamped matches 
place a car near a crime 
scene and help prosecutors 
lock down timelines.

Troopers, deputies, and 
detectives across Indiana 
tell the same story: a sto-
len work truck recovered 
before sunrise, a burglary 
crew stopped one county 
over, a missing teenager lo-

cated on an interstate ramp. 
Each case ends the same 
way, with faster results, 
safer streets.

License-plate read-
ers do not replace patrol 
work; they multiply the 
minutes that matter. Offi-
cers still investigate, make 
the stop, and write the re-
port. What changes is the 
starting point. Instead of 
chasing possibilities, they 
begin with a location and a 
time stamp. License-plate 
readers are one of many 
useful investigative tools 
to conduct criminal inves-
tigations. Law enforce-
ment in the United States 
is constantly evolving in 
unison with the societies 
they serve. 

When a crime in-
volves a vehicle, timely 
information gives law en-
forcement the best chance 
to act quickly, use re-
sources wisely, and keep 
people safe. That is why 
license-plate-reader tech-
nology has moved from 
a nice-to-have to a must-
have in modern policing.

Mike Hubbs is director 
of administration for Ham-
ilton County government, 
former Hamilton County 
911 director, former troop-
er with the Indiana State 
Police, former command-
er with the Marion County 
Sheriff’s Office, and a for-
mer special agent with the 
U.S. Secret Service.

MIKE HUBBS

Guest COLUMNIST

Less windshield time, more results

The REPORTER
The Indiana Depart-

ment of Transportation 
(INDOT) will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday, 
June 10, regarding a pro-
posed corridor improve-
ment project on State Road 
32 in Hamilton County.

The hearing will pro-
vide an opportunity for 
the public to interact with 
the project team, review 
the features of the pro-
posed roundabout proj-
ect, and provide official 
public comment. Project 
documents are available 
for review at improveto-
move32.com.

The project area is be-
tween East Street in West-
field and River Road in 

Noblesville. The proposed 
project includes adding 
lanes to accommodate two 
lanes in each direction, re-
moving all traffic signals 
within the project limits, 
and constructing round-
abouts at the following in-
tersections with SR 32:

• Carey Road/Grassy 
Branch Road

• Gunther Boulevard
• Shady Nook Road
• Moontown Road/

Gray Road
• Pebble Brook Boule-

vard
• Hazel Dell Road/Lit-

tle Chicago Road
• Mill Creek Road
The hearing will take 

place at Prairie Waters 
Event Center, 4180 West-

field Road, Westfield. 
Doors will open at 5 p.m. 
to allow the public to view 
displays and talk with the 
project team. A presenta-
tion will be given at 5:30 
p.m., with a public com-
ment session held directly 
after.

INDOT is offering 
livestreams of all public 
meetings and hearings. 
You must register here in 
order to participate in the 
livestream. Livestream au-
dience comments will only 
be accepted in written elec-
tronic form, not verbally. A 
recording of the livestream 
presentation will be post-
ed on the project webpage 
and INDOT YouTube page 
after the hearing and will 

be available for at least 
90 days.

All verbal statements 
recorded during the pub-
lic hearing and all written 
comments submitted prior 
to, during and for a period 
of two weeks following the 
hearing date, will be eval-
uated, considered, and ad-
dressed in subsequent envi-
ronmental documentation.

Written comments may 
be submitted within the 
comment period to Nick 
Batta, CMT, 8790 Purdue 
Road, Indianapolis, IN 
46268; or sent via email to 
SR32HamiltonCounty@
cmtengr.com.

INDOT respectfully 
requests comments be sub-
mitted by June 26.

INDOT to host public hearing regarding State Road 
32 corridor improvements in Hamilton County

https://spartz.house.gov/
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
http://improvetomove32.com/
http://improvetomove32.com/
https://tinyurl.com/22y9py2a
mailto:SR32HamiltonCounty%40cmtengr.com?subject=
mailto:SR32HamiltonCounty%40cmtengr.com?subject=
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WESTFIELD FARMERS MARKET
Thursdays, May 7–September 3 . 5–8 p.m.
Grand Junction Plaza | 225 S. Union St.

presented by Community Health Network

MOVIES IN THE PLAZA
May 27; June 10, 24; July 22; August 15 . 7:30 p.m.
Grand Junction Plaza | 225 S. Union St.

CREEK STOMPS
Thursdays, May 28–July 30 . 10–11 a.m.
Grand Junction Plaza | 225 S. Union St.

presented by Williams Creek Management

JAMS AT THE JUNCTION
May 29; June 26; July 17; August 7, 21, 28 . 7–9 p.m.
Grand Junction Plaza | 225 S. Union St.

KIDS SUMMER SERIES
Tuesdays, June 2–July 28 . 9:30–11 a.m.
Grand Junction Plaza | 225 S. Union St.

OWL PELLET DISSECTIONS
June 3, 17; July 15 . 10–11 a.m.
Grand Junction Plaza | 225 S. Union St.

FITNESS IN THE PARK
June 1, 8, 15 . 6–7 p.m.
Grand Junction Plaza | 225 S. Union St.

FISHING WITH FRIENDS
Saturday, June 6 . 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
Simon Moon Park | 3044 E. 171st St.

presented by Williams Creek Management

WIFFLE BALL AT THE PLAZA
June 10, 24; July 8, 22 . 10–11 a.m.
Grand Junction Plaza | 225 S. Union St.

SENSORY NATURE WALK
Saturday, June 20 . 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Midland Trace Trail
Between Simon Moon Park & Hazel Dell Elementary

SUMMER
PROGR AM
LINEUP

Scan the QR code or visit 
westfieldin.gov/programs 

to find more fun!

United Way of Central Indiana awards nearly $11K literacy 
grant to Hamilton Southeastern Education Foundation

The REPORTER
United Way of Central 

Indiana has awarded more 
than $400,700 to 31 child 
care providers, schools, and 
community organizations to 
help them start or expand lit-
eracy initiatives.

Locally, the Hamil-
ton Southeastern Educa-
tion Foundation received 
$10,959.64.

United Way’s Literacy 
Fund provides grants up to 
$25,000 to support literacy 
projects and efforts for chil-
dren within the birth to age 8 
range that improve language 
development, early literacy 

skills, reading and writing.  
About 6,000 children 

will be served through the 
grants, across Boone, Hamil-
ton, Hancock, Marion, Mor-
gan, and Putnam counties.

Earlier this year, United 
Way invited licensed non-
profit child care centers, 
licensed family child care 
homes, registered ministries, 
licensed out-of-school time 
providers, Title I elementary 
schools, and nonprofits from 
across its seven-county ser-
vice area to apply for grants.  

Among this year’s grant 
recipients are five nonprof-
its accredited with United 

Way and 26 outside its ac-
credited partner network. 
Seventeen organizations are 
receiving funds from Unit-
ed Way of Central Indiana 
for the first time. This is part 
of United Way’s ongoing 
work to reach more people 
in more communities across 
the region.  

“Strong literacy skills 
begin long before a child 
enters a classroom,” said 
Cody Haupert, United 
Way’s director of early care 
and learning. “Through 
the Literacy Fund, we are 
investing in organizations 
across Central Indiana that 

are helping children build 
language, reading and com-
munication skills during the 
most critical years of devel-
opment. We are excited to 
support both longtime part-
ners and many first-time 
grantees as they expand ac-
cess to high-quality literacy 
opportunities for children 
and families throughout our 
region.”

This is the second year 
of the Literacy Fund. The 
grants evolved from the Lit-
eracy Matters Fund, which 
supported literacy efforts 
following the coronavirus 
pandemic.  

Westfield establishes Advisory 
Council on Veterans Affairs

Submitted by 
City of Westfield

The City of Westfield 
is taking another step to 
support and honor local 
veterans and military fam-
ilies through the creation 
of a new Advisory Coun-
cil on Veterans Affairs. 
The City Council voted on 
Tuesday evening to estab-
lish the seven-member ad-
visory body.

The Advisory Council 
on Veterans Affairs will 
serve in an advisory capac-
ity to the mayor, city coun-
cil, and city departments on 
policies, programs, and ini-
tiatives impacting veterans, 
active-duty service mem-
bers, and military fami-
lies. The council will help 
strengthen coordination 
between the city and vet-
eran-serving organizations, 

improve aware-
ness of available 
resources, and 
foster greater 
community en-
gagement and 
recognition of 
military service.

The resolu-
tion outlines sev-
eral goals for the 
council, including support-
ing veteran-focused events 
and ceremonies, including 
Memorial Day and Veter-
ans Day, identifying gaps in 
services and resources, pro-
moting public awareness of 
military service, and rec-
ommending initiatives that 
help make Westfield a more 
veteran-supportive com-
munity. The council will 
also work to improve com-
munication and outreach 
efforts to veterans and mil-

itary families liv-
ing and working 
in Westfield.

“Our veter-
ans and military 
families have 
sacrificed greatly 
in service to our 
country, and this 
council is one 
more way we can 

ensure they feel support-
ed, connected, and valued 
here in Westfield,” Mayor 
Scott Willis said. “This 
group will help us better 
understand the needs of 
our veteran community 
while also creating oppor-
tunities to recognize their 
contributions and strength-
en the partnerships that 
serve them.”

The council will consist 
of seven voting members 
appointed by the Mayor 

and Westfield City Coun-
cil. Membership will aim 
to reflect diverse military 
service backgrounds and 
include individuals with 
experience in areas such 
as veteran services, health-
care, workforce develop-
ment, and community en-
gagement. 

Community members 
interested in serving on the 
Advisory Council on Veter-
ans Affairs are encouraged 
to submit their interest at 
westfieldin.gov/veterans. 
The city is seeking veterans, 
military family members, 
and individuals passionate 
about supporting the vet-
eran community who are 
interested in helping shape 
programs, outreach efforts, 
and initiatives that positive-
ly impact Westfield’s mili-
tary-connected residents.

Willis

Carmel High School
Class of 1976 Reunion

Submitted by Sharon Kibbe
The planning committee for our 50th class reunion 

is busy searching far and wide for classmates we’ve 
lost touch with.

If you have not yet connected via our private Face-
book page, or if you know of classmates not active on 
social media, please contact carmelin1976.50thre-
union@gmail.com so we can send details about the 
Sept. 18 and 19 reunion weekend.

We have loads of fun in store, including two gath-
erings, lots of time to reconnect, and a one-hour tour 
of our old CHS stomping grounds. We are looking for-
ward to celebrating with everyone!

Community News

Coffee Hour for Veterans
Attention Veterans in northern Hamilton County …
From 9 to 10 a.m. on the first Saturday of each 

month, Veterans and the general public are welcome to 
get together at Remnant Coffee Shop, 101 W. Main St. 
(266th Street), Arcadia.

Come get to know other Veterans in the area. Tea 
drinkers are welcome.

Learn about the psychology
of retirement in modern times

Howard Bailey Financial will hold a screening at 
6:30 p.m. June 4 of a recent documentary examining 
the challenges of planning for modern retirement at 
Flix Brewhouse, 2206 E. 116th St., Carmel.

The documentary, The Psychology of Retirement, 
challenges people to think about retirement in a new 
way, and how to navigate many Americans’ biggest fear.

Registration is required to attend the event, which 
is free and open to the public. Those interested may 
register here.

Hamilton County 
Reporter
	 More News	 More Sports

. . . and more readers!

https://westfieldin.gov/programs
http://westfieldin.gov/veterans
mailto:carmelin1976.50threunion%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:carmelin1976.50threunion%40gmail.com?subject=
https://events.leadcenter.ai/events/01pwzu49g/show
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter/
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Don't just ride the rails . . . Bike them!

NickelPlateExpress.com/railbike-rides

Forest Park 
Rail Adventure

An 8-mile round trip  
rail bike ride starting at  

Hobbs Station in Forest Park.
White River 

Family Cruise
Enjoy this short, scenic  

rail bike ride from  
Hobbs Station in Forest Park. 

BIDDING OPENS: Saturday, May 23rd @ Noon
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, June 6th @ 6pm

PREVIEW DATES:  Thursday, June 4th from Noon - 6pm
PICK-UP DAYS: Monday, June 8th from Noon - 6pm

Tuesday, June 9th from Noon - 6pm

ON-LINE ONLY PUBLIC AUCTION
Fred Benefiel 

the Estate of Loyd “Gene” & Ethel Bean
Personal Property 

Morgan Dollars, Coins, Currency, Pocket Watches, 
Vtg. Aviator Military Case  w/ Charts & Maps, Signs, 
Advertising; Thermometers, Longaberger, Cast Iron, 
Uranium Glass & Jadeite; Sports Trading Cards, Firemen 
Decanters & Collectibles, Gamewell Fire Alarm, Furniture 
& Household; Linens & Soft Goods, Pyrex, Canning 
Jars, Large Collection of Crocks, Coca-Cola Toys & 
Collectibles; Marbles, Toys, Barbie Dolls, Lead Soldiers, 
Cameras, Cute Outdoor Decor, Home Health Care Items; 
Storage Crates & Totes, Animal Crates, Coleman, Ant. 
Keystone Clothes Wringer, Lightning Rods; Stainless 
Stand-Alone Sink, Meat Saw/Grinder, Golf Clubs, Bags 

& Balls, Fishing Poles, Decoys; Boat Motors, Coolers, 
Sporting Goods, BB Guns, Bicycles, Snow Sleds, Biotech 
Compound Bow; Riding Mowers, Push Mowers, JD Yard 
Cart, Wheelbarrows, Live Traps, Traffic Cones; Food-
Grade Metal Barrels, Black Cherry Lumber, 1-Bottom 
Plows, Tomato Cages, Planter Pots; Wooden Cable/Wire 
Spools, Hand & Power Tools, Yard & Garden Tools, 
Fasteners & Box Lots, Tool Boxes; Generators, Air 
Compressor, 30-Ton Press, Side-Mount 50-Gallon Fuel 
Tanks; Hydraulic Hose Crimper, with Pump & Dies, Safety 
Switches, Welder, Jackhammer, Concrete Saw; Hitches, 
Binders, Electrical, MORE!

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

More from Caledonia
“I love to sing, 

and I love to drink 
scotch. Most peo-
ple would rather 
hear me drink 
scotch.” – George 
Burns 

Where were 
we? Oh yes! My 
favorite Scotch 
is … I can’t an-
swer that! That’s 
like saying “my favorite 
bourbon is” or “my favorite 
movie is” or “my favorite 
child is.” How can one pos-
sibly narrow it down with 
the (literally) hundreds of 
possibilities out there on the 
market today?

As dear ole Dad said 
“it’s all made to sell,” and 
Scotch is no exception. 
So, how to narrow things 
down?

Well, as I’ve said (ad 
nauseum) it all comes down 
to taste and subjectivity. For 
me, we can just go ahead 
and throw out anything from 
the Islay and Campbeltown 
regions. I’m just not into 
peaty, smokey, or medici-
nal whiskies. I have a good 
friend who loves Laphroaig 
and Lagavulin. To me they 
taste like cough syrup. I’m 
not talking about today’s 
sugar filled, yummy, cough 
syrup. I’m talking about the 
kind we had growing up in 
the ‘60s and ‘70s that tasted 
like a mixture of kerosene 
and arsenic. At least that’s 
what I thought at the time. 
Yet, millions of drinkers 
enjoy these highly peated 
drams.

Moving on. Speyside 
has the highest concentra-
tion of distilleries in Scot-
land. It’s home to some of 
the most famous ccotch-
es around: The Macallan, 
Glenlivet, and Glenfiddich 
to name a few. Just so hap-
pens that these are the top 
three single-malt scotch dis-
tilleries in the world. I have 
had my run-ins with these 
brands through the years, 
and they are all quite good.

Here’s the thing about 
scotch(es); they all have 
a hint of peatiness/smoki-
ness. Oftentimes nearly im-
perceptible, yet still there. 
These are world famous, 
classic Scotches, yet they 
don’t really do it for me.

Alright, I’ll stop dil-
ly-dallying and just get to it.

I might not have a fa-
vorite scotch, but I do have 
a favorite Scottish distillery. 
It is the Glenmorangie* 
Distillery from the North 
Highlands Region. Which 
just so happens to come in 
at number four worldwide 
behind the others men-
tioned above. 

Thirty years ago, Glen-
morangie introduced dif-
ferent “expressions” of 
their scotch. Each of these 
expressions featured a dif-
ferent taste profile. Some 
examples: The Lasanta, 
aged 15 years in bourbon 
and Oloroso Sherry casks, 
The Quinta Ruban, aged 
14 years in bourbon and 
Portuguese Port casks, The 
Nectar (formerly Nectar 
D’Or), aged 14 years in 
bourbon casks, then anoth-
er two years in sweet white 
wine casks.

Glenmorangie was the 
first to come up with this 
innovation across sever-
al different bottles during 

the late ‘80s and 
early ‘90s. Their 
Port Wood Fin-
ish (now called 
The Quinta 
Ruban) was a 
huge hit. Soon, 
other companies 
followed suit. 
I took a stroll 
down the scotch 
aisle at my local 

liquor store the other day. 
Almost every other scotch 
producer has followed 
Glenmorangie’s lead. In-
cluding The Macallan, In-
vergordon, Highland Park, 
and Glen Fohdry to name a 
few. Ahh, capitalism!

I haven’t tried any of 
these others; probably 
should. Being more of a 
“bourbon guy” I just stick 
to what I know. Glemorang-
ie suits me just fine. In fact, 
if my feet were to be held to 
the fire, I suppose I would 
have to admit that there is 
one of Glenmorangie’s lim-
ited expressions that could 
be classified as my favorite.

About a year ago, in my 
usual perusal of the whiskey 
aisle, I came across a bottle 
of Glenmorangie “A Tale 
of Ice Cream.” How could 
I pass that up? I went home 
and cracked it open. Did it 
taste like ice cream? No. I 
didn’t like it at all. Anoth-
er $100 wasted. But wait! I 
tried it again … much better! 
Then it turned out that I kept 
going back to it, and pretty 
soon (in fact, quite rapidly) 
the bottle was empty.

One must understand 
that I have some bottles of 
scotch that have languished 
on my shelf for years. At this 
point, I’m on my third bottle 
of the Tale of Ice Cream, and 
that one is disappearing rap-
idly. Aged in bourbon and 
high-vanilla casks, it is truly 
delicious. Not sure what I’m 
going to do when this lim-
ited edition runs its course. 
That’ll be depressing.

Glenmorangie describes 
the flavor profile as “rich 
and creamy … followed by 
a burst of sweet and spicy 
flavors: brioche, almond 
marzipan, honeycomb, 
fudge, lemon sherbet and 
desiccated coconut.” Don’t 
know about all of that. Do 
know that it still tastes like 
scotch, but there’s some-
thing more there that makes 
it extraordinary, and ad-
mittedly, a bit sweet and 
creamy – like ice cream.

So, there you have it: a 
bourbon guy’s very limited, 
discussion of scotch whis-
ky. I’m certain that there 
are many scotches out there 
that are outstanding. Go out 
and give them a try. Life 
is short – too short to just 
drink one type of whiskey. 

One more thing of note. 
Go back and look at the de-
scriptions of the Glenmo-
rangie scotches. Are you 
getting the pattern here? All 
are aged in bourbon barrels. 
Bourbon makes everything 
better! So, next time, I’ll get 
back to America’s whiskey. 
Until then, slàinte mhath!

*Pronounced glen-
MOR-un-jee. The ending 
rhymes with “orangey.”

Jon Smyrnis is a lifelong 
Indianapolis area resident. 
He enjoys traveling, hiking, 
biking, kayaking, dining out, 
and, of course, fine cocktails 
and great bourbons.

Jon Smyrnis
Bourbon Psychosis

COLUMNIST

Ivy Tech Hamilton County
honors student achievement 

with Phi Theta Kappa induction
The REPORTER

Ivy Tech Community 
College Hamilton County’s 
Beta Omega Epsilon chap-
ter of the Phi Theta Kap-
pa Honor Society recently 
celebrated student success 
through its third annual in-
duction ceremony.

On Wednesday, April 
22, the chapter inducted 53 
students into the interna-
tional honor society, which 
recognizes academic ex-
cellence among students 
at two-year colleges. To be 
eligible, students must com-
plete at least 12 credit hours 
and maintain a minimum 
of 3.5 grade-point average. 
Since its founding at the 
Hamilton County campus 
three years ago, the Beta 
Omega Epsilon chapter has 
welcomed a total of 151 stu-
dent members.

Members of the chapter 
represented Ivy Tech Ham-
ilton County at the Spring 
2026 Indiana Regional 
Phi Theta Kappa Confer-
ence and Awards held in 
Columbus, Ind. Students 
participated in educational 
sessions focused on time 
management, imposter syn-

drome, and the role of arti-
ficial intelligence in today’s 
digital scholarship environ-
ment.

Additional honors were 
announced at Indiana’s 
2026 Hallmark Awards 
event including:

Beta Omega Epsilon 
Chapter Awards

• Three Star Level Chap-
ter Recognition

• Hoosier Service 
Award: For its food drive 
benefiting the Noblesville 

Township Office
• Reach Reward: For 

outstanding achievement in 
membership acceptance and 
student engagement

Individual Awards
• The Susan Jackson 

Award: Presented by chap-
ter advisor Amanda Babic, 
to Haele Edens for excep-
tional contributions to the 
chapter

• The New Advisor 
Award: Presented by Jill 
Stewart, to Amanda Babic 

for her leadership, dedica-
tion, and impact on student 
development

Founded in 1918, Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society 
is the largest honor society 
in higher education, with 
more than 3 million mem-
bers and over 1,200 chap-
ters worldwide. The organi-
zation provides recognition, 
scholarship opportunities, 
and leadership development 
for high-achieving commu-
nity college students.

Photo provided by Ivy Tech Hamilton County
(Front row, from left) Ashley Mack, Christiale Feuatsap Kenne, Maria Zerpa, 
Charlie Satterfield, Abdu Eleida, and Lucy Bundy. (Back row, from left) Co-
Advisor Amanda Bremmer Babic, Haley Phifer, Haele Edens, Stella Song, 
Landon Brown, Peter Damick, Eala Romano, MacKenzie Johnson, Naomi 
Townsend, and Co-Advisor Semere Sebhatu.

https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides
https://www.cripesauction.com/
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Thank you to our supporting sponsors

in concert          with nature!

Scan the QR code
to purchase tickets or by going
to myhamiltoncountyparks.com.

Judge hands down four-year sentence to 
repeat drunk driver in Hamilton County
By KARA KENNEY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

A repeat drunk driv-
er apologized Wednesday 
before a Hamilton County 
judge handed down a four-
year prison sentence.

“I do take full responsi-
bility for my actions,” said 
Timothy Hughes at his sen-
tencing. “I feel nothing but 
shame, guilt, and embar-
rassment that I put myself in 
this situation.”

Judge Andrew Bloch cut 
off Hughes when the drunk 
driver vowed that it would 
never happen again.

“You can’t assure me that 
it will never happen again,” 
Bloch said. “The time to 
get help was long ago, and 
I hope you really believe 
the things you’re telling me 
today. I have serious doubts 
about your sincerity.”

Hughes was convicted 
in a drunk driving crash that 
injured Amanda Wheeler 
and killed her cousin Carla 
McCloud on Aug. 11, 2015, 
in Hancock County.

His blood-alcohol level 
in 2015 was more than three 
times the legal limit.

Hughes was sentenced 
to the maximum: 9.5 years 
in the Indiana Department 
of Correction.

But I-Team 8 found 
Hughes served only half of 
his prison sentence and was 
released in 2020.

In summer 2025, 
Hughes was arrested for 
driving drunk twice, once in 
Hamilton County and again 
in Henry County, both more 
than three times the legal 
limit.

On May 27, the Hamil-
ton County judge sentenced 
him to for years in prison af-
ter Hughes pleaded guilty to 
OWI endangering a person.

“You probably should 
not drink again,” Bloch said 
at the sentencing. “But you 
have been afforded time and 
again opportunities to help 
out, and you have done the 
bare minimum.”

“Why did the justice 
system allow this to hap-
pen?” Wheeler asked. “Why 
am I back here 10 years later 
having to relive all of this?”

Hughes is already serv-
ing a four-year prison sen-

tence for his Henry County 
drunk driving case for a to-
tal of eight years, followed 
by probation and a six-year 
driver’s license suspension.

“I think in some ways 
it’s the justice system cor-
recting itself,” Wheeler 
said. “I guess it feels like 
the first time obviously 
didn’t stick, it didn’t work, 
the lesson that he learned 
from it, or took from it, 
was not enough, and now 
his sentence is enhanced 
because of that lesson he 
didn’t learn.”

Wheeler plans to work 
with lawmakers to stop 
drunk drivers from re-of-
fending.

“I think we need to have 
some more commonsense 
laws about whether it’s li-
cense suspension, or igni-
tion interlocks,” Wheeler 
said. “My next goal is to 
start contacting people. I 
have a list of papers with 
laws that I think come into 
play in this case.”

Wheeler plans to meet 
with state lawmakers.

“My philosophy is fix 
it, don’t just throw it out,” 
Wheeler said.

Despite Hughes 2015 
sentence including a 10-
year license suspension, 
that’s not what happened.

Instead, his license was 
suspended for five years, 
from February 2016 un-

til February 2021. Almost 
all of it was served while 
Hughes was locked up.

I-Team 8 spent weeks 
contacting state and local 
agencies, and we learned 
it’s common for offenders to 
serve their driver’s license 
suspensions while they’re 
behind bars.

“It doesn’t make sense 
to have a license suspension 
while you’re in prison,” 
Wheeler said. “You’re not 
driving.”

She’s already met with 
the Indiana Prosecuting At-
torneys Council.

“I actually learned in my 
meeting yesterday that there 
was a law that specifically 
stated that license suspen-
sions would be enacted af-
ter release from prison, and 
what I learned is that state 
of Indiana had no way to do 
that, so we just weren’t do-
ing It, and instead of fixing 
the problem, we just got rid 
of,” Wheeler said.

As part of his Hamilton 
County sentence handed 
down on May 27, Hughes 
must also undergo a sub-
stance abuse evaluation and 
participate in community 
service.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/news/i-team-8/
judge-hands-down-4-year-
sentence-to-repeat-drunk-
driver-in-hamilton-county.

State Senator Mike Gaskill endorses 
Max Engling for Secretary of State

Submitted by Office of 
State Sen. Mike Gaskill

On Thursday, May 28, 
State Senator Mike Gaskill 
(R-Pendleton) announced 
his endorsement of Max 
Engling for Indiana Secre-
tary of State. 

Gaskill is chairman of 
the Senate Elections Com-
mittee, a position in which 
he works closely with the 
office of the Secretary of 
State.

Gaskill released the fol-
lowing statement explain-
ing his endorsement:

“In Indiana, the Sec-
retary of State is the chief 
election official. Now more 
than ever, we must dili-
gently work to maintain 
and further strengthen the 

integrity of our 
elections. Once 
the legislature 
enacts good elec-
tion policy to 
accomplish this 
goal, it is up to 
the Secretary of 
State to execute 
that policy. In my 
view, Max En-
gling is not only the best 
Republican candidate to 
administer election policy, 
but also to lead the office’s 
other functions as well. 
Max’s previous experience 
both inside and outside 
of government make him 
uniquely qualified to lead 
this department of state 
government. I encourage 
Republican convention 

delegates to join 
me in voting to 
nominate Max as 
our candidate for 
Secretary of State 
at the state Re-
publican conven-
tion next month.”

When asked 
why he chose 
not to endorse 

incumbent Republican 
Secretary of State Diego 
Morales, Gaskill said, “I 
have found Secretary Mo-
rales to be very supportive 
of the legislature’s election 
policy over the past three 
years, and I am grateful 
to him for that. In the ad-
ministration of his office, 
however, he has made 
numerous errors in judge-

ment that will hinder his 
ability to execute that pol-
icy in the future. Further-
more, these missteps will 
make it difficult for him 
to be re-elected if nomi-
nated. With this in mind, 
Republicans simply can-
not take the risk of losing 
the office to the Democrats 
by renominating Secretary 
Morales. This would jeop-
ardize many of the elec-
tion safeguards and integ-
rity measures that we have 
worked so hard to enact.”

Gaskill publicly thanks 
Secretary Morales for his 
service to the state and the 
Indiana Republican party, 
and he wishes all the best 
to Morales and his family 
in their future endeavors.

Engling

AG Rokita leads 13-state coalition supporting
stronger wage protections for American workers
Submitted by Office 
of AG Todd Rokita

Indiana Attorney Gen-
eral Todd Rokita is leading 
a coalition of 13 states in 
support of a U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor proposed 
rule to raise prevailing 
wage requirements for for-
eign workers in the H-1B, 
H-1B1, E-3, and PERM 
programs. The change aims 
to better protect American 
jobs, wages, and working 
conditions from the dis-
placement and wage arbi-
trage caused by the current 
H-1B system.

The coalition states ar-
gue that the existing H-1B 
program too often enables 
employers to import cheap 
foreign labor, displacing 
U.S. workers and suppress-
ing wages. Most employers 
are not even required to at-
tempt to recruit American 
workers first before hiring 
H-1B workers, and en-
forcement of existing safe-
guards has been weak. 

“We’re talking about 
changing a federal pro-
gram that currently enables 
and, in many ways, almost 
encourages employers to 
replace American workers 
with low-cost foreign la-
bor,” AG Rokita said. “It’s 
difficult to imagine a more 

disastrous and 
harmful policy. I 
am proud to lead 
these states and 
stand with the 
Trump adminis-
tration to fix it.”
Key problems 

with the
current system 

• Worker 
displacement: Companies 
have replaced American IT 
and tech employees with 
H-1B workers, sometimes 
requiring laid-off staff to 
train their replacements. 
Major firms have conducted 
large layoffs while simulta-
neously seeking thousands 
of H-1B approvals.

• Impact on American 
graduates: Universities, ex-
empt from the annual H-1B 
cap, have used the program 
to fill jobs that could very 
likely be filled by their own 
U.S. graduates, even as re-
cent college graduates face 
elevated unemployment.

• National security con-
cerns: Heavy reliance on 
the program by major tech 
companies has facilitated 
the entry of large numbers 
of workers from foreign ad-
versaries, particularly Chi-
na, into sensitive industries.

• Legal deficiencies: The 
current wage methodology 

was implemented 
without proper 
notice-and-com-
ment rulemaking 
and lacks a rea-
soned explanation 
tied to the require-
ments of the pro-
gram’s authoriz-
ing statute.

The proposed 
rule would significantly in-
crease the prevailing wages 
that employers must pay 
H-1B workers, making the 
program more consistent 
with its original purpose of 
allowing employers to fill 
genuine specialty occupa-
tion shortages with high-
ly skilled workers – not 
serving as a tool to cut la-
bor costs at the expense of 
American workers. 

The attorneys gener-
al emphasize that raising 
wages is the single most 
impactful reform achiev-
able through administrative 
action. Broader changes – 
such as requiring employers 
to recruit Americans first or 
overhauling or scrapping 
the H-1B program entirely 
– would require congres-
sional action. 

The coalition’s formal 
comment letter, led by At-
torney General Rokita, is 
available here. 

Rokita

Board Highlights
May 19, 2026 Meeting

Submitted by Noblesville Schools
The school board has responsibility for major dis-

trict functions including school district governance 
and oversight, setting school policies, approving 
funding, strategic planning, and hiring and evaluat-
ing the superintendent.

• The board recognized several groups for out-
standing achievements including student art award 
winners, Miller of the Year support staff winners, mu-
sic educators for their National Best Music Communi-
ty award, and wrestling and winter guard students for 
their historic seasons. 

• Promise Road Elementary presented on how they 
create a caring and welcoming culture for students and 
families. 

• Superintendent Dr. Dan Hile presented on the 
district’s new Hall of Fame. This was an update on 
the district’s strategic plan element of Celebrated 
School Culture. 

• Dr. Hile gave a financial update that included 
analysis and initial thoughts regarding a potential con-
tinuation of the district’s operating referendum. The 
current referendum generates approximately 20 per-
cent of the district’s operating budget and is scheduled 
to expire at the end of 2026. The board will decide at 
the June 9 meeting whether to move forward with a 
community vote on the matter. Watch Dr. Hile’s pre-
sentation here, watch Common Referendum Ques-
tions here, and visit Dollars + $ense for more infor-
mation on how Noblesville Schools manages finances. 

• Updated employee and student handbooks were 
approved.

• Student consumable material fees for the 2026-
2027 school year were approved with many items de-
creasing in cost for families.

• The board approved bids for roofing replace-
ments at Hinkle Creek Elementary and Noblesville 
East Middle School.
Go to noblesvilleschools.org/leadership/school-board 

for meeting agendas, minutes, videos, and more.

Follow The Reporter on Facebook!

https://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.wishtv.com/news/i-team-8/judge-hands-down-4-year-sentence-to-repeat-drunk-driver-in-hamilton-county
https://www.wishtv.com/news/i-team-8/judge-hands-down-4-year-sentence-to-repeat-drunk-driver-in-hamilton-county
https://www.wishtv.com/news/i-team-8/judge-hands-down-4-year-sentence-to-repeat-drunk-driver-in-hamilton-county
https://www.wishtv.com/news/i-team-8/judge-hands-down-4-year-sentence-to-repeat-drunk-driver-in-hamilton-county
https://www.wishtv.com/news/i-team-8/judge-hands-down-4-year-sentence-to-repeat-drunk-driver-in-hamilton-county
https://tinyurl.com/mvut4u4f
https://www.noblesvilleschools.org/community/noblesville-schools-hall-of-fame
https://www.noblesvilleschools.org/leadership/school-board/goals
https://tinyurl.com/yc5b5yc3
https://tinyurl.com/ysuhbu7y
https://www.noblesvilleschools.org/community/dollars-ense-financial-information
https://readthereporter.com
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AMENDED 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF

CICERO REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Notice is hereby given that the Cicero Redevelopment Commission (the 

“Commission”) will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, June 2, 2026, at 6:30 
p.m., local time, in the Cicero Town Hall, located at 70 North Byron Street in 
Cicero, Indiana, to consider proposed amendments to the resolutions previously 
adopted by the Commission and subsequently amended, that established the 
Cicero Economic Development Area  (the “Economic Development Area”) 
and related allocation areas and adopted an economic development plan for the 
Economic Development Area (the “Plan”). The proposed amendments, which 
have been preliminarily approved by resolution of the Commission, would amend 
the Plan for the Economic Development Area to (a) add certain property to the 
acquisition list in the Plan, and (b) add certain additional projects to the Plan 
(collectively, the “Amendments”).

Written remonstrances against the proposed Amendments may be filed by 
no later than 4:00 p.m. (local time) on June 2, 2026, in the office of the Cicero 
Redevelopment Commission, located at 331 Jackson Street in Cicero, Indiana. 

At the public hearing, the Commission will hear any person interested in the 
proceedings and will consider all written remonstrances and objections that 
have been filed and will determine the public utility and benefit of the proposed 
Amendments. Maps and plats for the Consolidated Economic Development 
Area have been prepared and can be inspected at the office of the Cicero 
Redevelopment Commission at the address listed above. 

Emily K Pearson, President 
Town of Cicero, Redevelopment Commission

R8001	 5/25/26, 5/28/26, 5/29/26, 6/1/26

— Cicero —

— Westfield —
ADVERTISEMENT

WESTFIELD REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION, INDIANA
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield Redevelopment Commission (the 

“Commission”), being the governing body of the Department of Redevelopment 
of the City of Westfield, on April 21, 2025, adopted its Resolution No. 16-2025 
(the “Resolution”). In accordance with this Resolution, Indiana Code Section 
5-23 et seq (the “BOT Statute”), and the Request for Qualifications and Proposals 
to be issued by the Commission (the “RFQP”), Statements of Qualifications and 
Proposals by interested bidders (the “Proposers”) to develop, build, operate, and 
maintain a Grand Park South Infrastructure in Westfield, Indiana (the “Project”) 
will be received by the Westfield Redevelopment Commission, (“Owner”) as 
noted below.

Statements of Qualifications and Proposals (“SOQP”) submissions will be 
received until nine (9 AM) AM local time, on June 12, 2026. Any SOQP received 
after the designated time will be returned unopened. The submissions should 
be addressed to Jenell Fairman, Executive Chief of Economic and Community 
Development jfairman@westfield.in.gov with subject line, “Grand Park South 
Infrastructure – Statement of Qualifications and Proposals” and will not be 
publicly opened or announced. Provide an electronic copy (PDF) via email to 
jfairman@westfield.in.gov. If a proposer does not have the ability to submit a 
copy electronically, one may be submitted via hard copy to the Office.

The Project includes the development of new Grand Park South Infrastructure, 
including but not limited to roads, stormwater detention, right of way 
development, parks, utilities, and parking garage.

Copies of the solicitation documents can be obtained via the city website 
https://www.westfieldin.gov/Bids.aspx and can be inspected at the office of the 
Department of Redevelopment, 2728 E. 171st Street, Westfield, Indiana 46074 
(the “Office”). All submissions must comply with the RFQP requirements. 
Interviews may be conducted at the Commission’s discretion based on the 
conditions set forth in the RFQP documents. Further supplementation of the SOQs 
may be required by the Commission in its sole discretion, as set forth in the RFQP 
documents.

Proposals shall be reviewed on the basis of the best qualified submission’s 
qualifications, experience, financial stability and capability, and ability to deliver 
best value over the life of the Project. At the Commission’s discretion, it may also 
consider any concept plan or additional information required by the Commission, 
as set forth in the RFQP.

Upon review and selection, the Owner will either enter into an agreement with 
a selected Proposer or reject all SOQPs. The Owner reserves the right to reject 
and/or cancel any and all SOQPs, solicitations and/or offers in whole or in part as 
specified in the solicitation when it is not in the best interests of the Commission. 
The Owner also reserves the right to waive irregularities in any SOQP, and to 
accept any SOQP which is deemed most favorable to the Owner.

Submissions are not public documents and will not be made available to other 
Proposers or members of the public during the selection process but will be 
provided to the public upon selection as required by the BOT Statute. The identity 
of Proposers is public information and will be disclosed during the selection 
process.

WESTFIELD REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
R8027	 5/29/26, 6/1/26, 6/5/26, 6/8/26

— Jackson Township —
Legal Notice

Plan Commission
The Cicero/Jackson Township Plan Commission will meet on June 10th 2026, at 

7:00 PM in the Cicero Town Hall, 70 North Byron Street, Cicero Indiana, 46034 
in order to hear the following petition:

Docket No. PC-0426-06-R3PD
A Major Subdivision application has been submitted concerning Article 5 of the 

Cicero/Jackson Township Subdivision Control Ordinance in order to: subdivide 
78 acres of a 100.3-acre parcel on the west side of Deming Road and ¼ mile south 
of East 236th street, Cicero into  84 lots and to subdivide a 40-acre parcel on 
the east side of Deming Road and ¼ mile south of East 236th Street, Cicero IN, 
46034 into 64 lots.  

Project Address: 78 acres of a 100.3-acre parcel on the west side of Deming 
Road and ¼ mile south of East 236th street, Cicero IN, 46034

Parcel Number:03-06-05-51-00-001.000 
Legal Description: Acreage 100.30 Section 5, Township 19, Range 4
Project Address: 40-acre parcel on the east side of Deming Road and ¼ mile 

south of East 236th Street, Cicero IN, 46034
Parcel Number: 03-06-05-51-00-006.000
Legal Description: Acreage 40.00 Section 5, Township 19, Range 4 
The petition may be examined at the office of the Cicero/Jackson Township Plan 

Commission, 331 E. Jackson St., Cicero, IN 46034.
Interested parties may offer an oral opinion at the Hearing. Comments or 

letters may be mailed to Cicero/Jackson Township Plan Commission at PO Box 
650, Cicero IN, 46034. Comments may also be emailed to publiccomments@
townofcicero.in.gov.

Comments must be received by 10:00am on the Monday prior to a scheduled 
meeting day. 

The Hearing may be continued from time to time as may be found necessary.
Petitioner’s Name: Estridge	 Date: May 18th, 2026

R8026	 5/29/26, 6/1/26

Bernice Roselyn Reel-Heiny
July 20, 1930 – May 27, 2026

Bernice Roselyn Reel-Heiny, 95, Noblesville, passed 
away on Wednesday, May 27, 2026, at 
The Crossings at Noblesville. She was 
born on July 20, 1930, to Frank J. and 
Mildred E. (Barnette) Osborn in rural 
Noblesville.

Bernice was raised on a farm near 
Refuge Christian Church. She graduat-
ed from Noblesville High School and 
married Forest A. Reel two months lat-
er on July 18, 1948. They had planned 

on being married at Refuge Christian Church, but a tornado 
went through Noblesville two days before their wedding 
and severely damaged the church. They were, however, 
married as scheduled at the Noblesville Christian Church.

Bernice worked for the Indiana Gas Company as a sec-
retary in 1957, and at the end of the year she started work-
ing for Firestone Tire and Rubber Company. She worked 
there from 1957 to 1987 from which she retired. In 1987, 
she and Forest moved to Hemphill, Texas. She and Forest 
attended Hemphill Christian Church where she enjoyed 
Ladies Fellowship and volunteering for fundraisers. While 
in Texas, she also enjoyed crafting of all sorts, quilting, 
sightseeing, volunteering part time at the local craft shop, 
and fishing for crappie on Toledo Bend Reservoir.

She and Forest moved back to Noblesville in 2004 
where she continued her quilting. She entered her favorite 
quilt in the Hamilton County Fair when she returned to In-
diana. Her quilt won Grand Champion. She was extremely 
proud of that accomplishment.

Bernice lost Forest to leukemia in 2005. Bernice later 
married her first-grade sweetheart, Virgil Glen Heiny, on 
Valentine’s Day 2009 at Clarksville Christian Church. She 
and Glen were married 17 years.

Bernice was a member of Refuge Christian Church un-
til 2009. She joined Clarksville Christian Church in 2009 
to the present.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by 
her first husband, Forest Arnold Reel, Sr.; son, Forest A. 
“Butch” Reel, II; and sister, Gertrude Eisman.

She is survived by her husband, Virgil Glen Heiny; 
children Glenn (Beth) Reel and Linda D. (Steve) Nichol-
son; stepchildren, Rex (Daphne) Heiny, Dana (Rick) Figg, 
and Jerry (Kay) Heiny; grandchildren, Steve Nicholson II, 
James Nicholson, Jennifer (Rick) Nicholson Hughes, Josh-
ua (Candice) Nicholson, Forest “Butchie” (Angela) Reel 
III, Stephanie (Troy) Reel Holt, Jeffrey Reel, Jeremy Reel; 
Lisa (Josh) Reel Cornelius; several step grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, great-great grandchildren and several 
other family members too numerous to count.

Services will be held at 1 p.m. Tuesday, June 2, 2026, 
at Randall & Roberts Funeral Home, 1150 Logan St., No-
blesville. Visitation will be from 11 a.m. until the service at 
the funeral home. Burial will be at Crownland Cemetery in 
Noblesville.

Memorial contributions may be made to Clarksville 
Christian Church, 16600 Lehr St., Noblesville, IN 46060 
(clarksvillechristianchurch.org).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Good Samaritan Network of Hamilton County presents . . .
Hamilton County Resource & Health Fair
By JIM W. McGEE
Good Samaritan Network

The Good Samaritan 
Network (GSN) of Ham-
ilton County announces 
the return of the Hamilton 
County Resource & Health 
Fair, set for noon to 4 p.m. 
June 5 at the Hamilton 
County 4-H Fairgrounds, 
2003 Pleasant St., Nobles-
ville.

The public is encour-
aged to join us for this excit-
ing free event to empower 
and engage the community 
and foster a stronger, more 
informed Hamilton County.

The Resource & Health 
Fair will bring together 
about 1,200 attendees. You 
can explore nearly 100 ven-
dor booths that will offer 
food, clothing, baby sup-
plies, and social services. 
Many nonprofits, business-
es, and local organizations 
will be present to share pro-
grams and services that sup-
port families in Hamilton 
County and improve their 
quality of life.

Bring the entire family 
for an afternoon filled with 
learning, fun, and connec-
tion. Whether you're look-
ing for guidance, support, 
or just a fun way to spend 
your Saturday, this event 
has something for everyone.

• Explore resources for 
families, health, food, fi-
nances, education, and com-
munity services

• Enjoy face painting, 
balloon sculptures, carica-
ture drawings, and a mobile 
petting farm

• Meet local organiza-
tions ready to help and en-
gage

Various exhibitors will 
provide educational infor-
mation, health resources, 
and free items for visitors at 
different booths. Door priz-
es will be drawn by those 
who complete an onsite 
survey. Discover invaluable 
resources, explore volunteer 
opportunities, and become 
part of a vibrant community 

dedicated to making a dif-
ference.

Are you a community 
organization, business, or 
service provider? This is 
your opportunity to connect 
directly with families and 
individuals seeking support 
and resources in Hamilton 
County. Sponsorship, non-
profit, and for-profit vendor 
opportunities are now avail-
able. The deadline to par-
ticipate is May 29.

To register as an exhib-
itor or vendor, please visit 
gsnlive.org/resourcefair. 
Nonprofit organizations can 
participate for free, while 
for-profit exhibitors must 
pay a small registration fee. 
Sponsor sign-up is available 
on the website. Space is lim-
ited, so early registration is 
strongly recommended.

“The Resource Fair is 
a remarkable FREE event 
for central Indiana!” GSN 
Founder and Executive Di-
rector Nancy Chance said. 
“Our vendors and exhibi-
tors bring their extensive 
resources and expertise to 
one convenient location. By 
attending, families will have 
access to a wealth of infor-
mation that can help them 
make informed decisions 
and discover opportunities 
they might not have heard 
about before!”

Sponsorships available
GSN invites sponsors 

to partner with us to make 
this community gathering a 
success. Together, we can 
make a meaningful impact 
in Hamilton County.

Sponsorship categories 
include event sponsors, 
platform sponsors, silver 
sponsors, partner sponsors, 
and a lunch sponsor. Go to 
gsnlive.org/resourcefair 
for sponsorship details, an 
updated sponsor list, and 
sponsor sign-up.

Some past comments we 
received, both from vendors 
and the public, include:

• “I had over 100 people 
stop at my booth. I was very 
pleased.” – Vendor

• “Thank you so much 
… it was a wonderful 
event.” – Public

• “Great fair … I got lots 
of information.” – Public

• “I couldn't believe how 
many people were steadily 
coming in.” – Vendor

• “What a wonderful 
event … This was my first 
year having a booth, and I 
will definitely plan on at-
tending next year.” – Vendor

• “Thank you for doing 
this for us again this year.” 
– Public

Visitors can network 
with numerous nonprofits, 
schools, faith-based orga-

nizations, businesses, gov-
ernment and social service 
organizations, and civic 
organizations, including 
volunteer sign-up opportu-
nities.

About the Good 
Samaritan Network
Good Samaritan Net-

work of Hamilton County, 
Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-prof-
it focused on assisting the 
at-risk population in Hamil-
ton County. Client referrals 
are received from a variety 
of social service agencies, 
churches, township trustees, 
food pantries, local hospi-
tals, and government emer-
gency agencies. GSN also 
works with the Hamilton 
County Schools, Sheriff's 
Office, Police Department, 
and Fire Department. Direct 
services include serving at-
risk and underserved indi-
viduals and families within 
Hamilton County. Typical 
service streams are emer-
gency or crisis intervention, 
educational resources, and 
support. Indirect services 
include the GSN Network, 
established to ensure effi-
ciency and communication 
among the different agen-
cies and social services that 
support and assist at-risk 
and underserved residents 
of Hamilton County. Learn 
more at gsnlive.org.

Reporter file photo by Grace Green
Organized by the Good Samaritan Network of Hamilton County, the annual 
Health & Resource Fair helps local citizens find any kind of support they 
need to improve their lives.

Sen. Jim Banks introduces bill to strengthen
U.S. food security and agricultural biosecurity
Submitted by Office of 
U.S. Senator Jim Banks

Last Wednesday, May 
20, U.S. Senator Jim Banks 
(R-Ind.) introduced the 
DoD and USDA Research 
Act. This bill would codi-
fy and expand the Memo-
randum of Understanding 
(MOU) between the De-
partment of War (DoW) and 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) to strengthen coor-
dination on research to pro-
tect America’s agriculture 
supply chain from domestic 
and foreign threats.

Representative Mark 
Messmer (R-Ind.-08) intro-
duced the bill in the House.

“Protecting America’s 
food supply is part of pro-
tecting our national security,” 
Sen. Banks said. “This bill 
helps the Defense Depart-
ment and USDA work togeth-
er to keep our farms and sup-
ply chains safe from foreign 
and domestic threats.”

Key Provi-
sions of the DoD 
and USDA Inter-
agency Research 
Act:

• Directs DoW 
and USDA re-
search to strength-
en America’s food 
supply and criti-
cal supply chains 
against foreign adversaries, 
biological threats, and sup-
ply chain disruptions. 

• Directs research on 
AI, biotechnology, drones, 
and precision agriculture 
to strengthen the defense 
industrial base, expand do-
mestic production of crit-
ical agricultural materials, 
and improve preparedness 
against threats to Ameri-
ca’s food supply and mili-
tary readiness without new 
spending.

Indiana Farm Bureau 
and American Conservation 
Coalition (ACC) Action 

have endorsed this 
legislation.

Click here to 
read the full text 
of the bill.

Background
S e c r e t a r -

ies Hegseth and 
Rollins signed 
a DoW–USDA 
Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) to el-
evate American agriculture 
as a key element of national 
security. This effort aligns 
with President Trump’s 
“Food Security is National 
Security” Action Plan, which 
emphasizes safeguarding the 
U.S. food system as a core 
component of national de-
fense and resilience.

A healthy and secure 
food supply is vital to 
economic stability and 
national security. Invasive 
pests, livestock disease, 
and biosecurity gaps can 
disrupt food production 

and weaken supply chains. 
These vulnerabilities also 
affect the defense indus-
trial base, which relies on 
foreign sources for key 
bio-based feedstocks and 
materials used in fuels and 
propellants.

At the same time, the 
People’s Republic of China 
(PRC) is expanding its ca-
pabilities in biotechnology, 
agricultural genetics, and 
bio-industrial production, 
framing these sectors as 
instruments of geopolitical 
competition. China is po-
sitioning these capabilities 
to exploit vulnerabilities 
in the U.S. food system 
and disrupt critical supply 
chains. Food security is 
national security, and stron-
ger coordination between 
America’s defense and ag-
riculture sectors will help 
ensure America controls 
the future of our critical in-
dustries, not China.

Banks

Thanks for reading The Reporter!

https://www.clarksvillechristianchurch.org/
https://www.randallroberts.com/obituaries/bernice-reel-heiny
https://www.lyons-realty.com/
http://www.gsnlive.org/resourcefair
http://www.gsnlive.org/resourcefair
http://www.gsnlive.org/
https://tinyurl.com/mr9m3wef
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com/
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Today’s Bible Reading
Joshua to Succeed Moses

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go up this 
mountain in the Abarim Range and see the land 
I have given the Israelites. After you have seen 
it, you too will be gathered to your people, as 
your brother Aaron was, for when the community 
rebelled at the waters in the Desert of Zin, both 
of you disobeyed my command to honor me as 
holy before their eyes.” (These were the waters of 
Meribah Kadesh, in the Desert of Zin.)

Moses said to the Lord, “May the Lord, the 
God who gives breath to all living things, appoint 
someone over this community to go out and come 
in before them, one who will lead them out and 
bring them in, so the Lord’s people will not be like 
sheep without a shepherd.”

So the Lord said to Moses, “Take Joshua son 
of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit of leadership, 
and lay your hand on him. Have him stand before 
Eleazar the priest and the entire assembly and 
commission him in their presence. Give him 
some of your authority so the whole Israelite 
community will obey him. He is to stand before 
Eleazar the priest, who will obtain decisions for 
him by inquiring of the Urim before the Lord. At 
his command he and the entire community of the 
Israelites will go out, and at his command they 
will come in.”

Moses did as the Lord commanded him. He 
took Joshua and had him stand before Eleazar 
the priest and the whole assembly. Then he laid 
his hands on him and commissioned him, as the 
Lord instructed through Moses.

Numbers 27:12-23 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

Judith Kay Cleckner
April 8, 1943 – May 26, 2026

Judith Kay Cleckner, 83, Fishers, passed away on Tues-
day, May 26, 2026. She was born on 
April 8, 1943, to Dale and Madalynne 
(Mingus) Gary in Angola, Ind.

Judy was the school corporation 
treasurer for Fremont Community 
Schools for 30 years. During her school 
years she enjoyed sports and was a 
cheerleader, and then enjoyed watching 
her son and grandchildren play sports. 
Most of all, Judy loved spending time 

with her family, especially with her grandchildren. 
She is survived by her son, Jeff (Carrie) Cleckner; and 

grandchildren, Meghan Cleckner and Jack Cleckner.
In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by 

her husband, Gordon L. Cleckner; and brother, Fred Gary.
Visitation will be from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, June 

6, 2026, at Randall & Roberts Fishers Mortuary, 12010 Al-
lisonville Road, Fishers.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
to American Cancer Society, P.O. Box 681405, Indianapolis, 
IN 46268-1405 (cancer.org/about-us/local/indiana.html).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

William Louis Remington, Sr.
May 28, 1932 – May 25, 2026

William “Bill” Louis Remington, Sr., 93, Westfield, 
passed away peacefully in his sleep at 
his home on Monday, May 25, 2026. 
The second of four children, Bill was 
born on May 28, 1932, to Fred W. and 
Lillie May (Johnson) Remington in 
Fredericktown, Ohio.

Bill was a graduate of Loudon-
ville High School, Loudonville, Ohio 
(1950) and attended Ohio Universi-
ty, Athens, Ohio (1951). Sensing his 
country’s need, he enlisted in the Air 
Force January 29, 1952, serving as 
Staff Sergeant with 524th Strategic 
Fighter Squadron (SAC). He was sta-

tioned at Amarillo AFB in Austin, Texas, with an honorable 
release from active duty on January 21, 1956, from Berg-
strom AFB, Texas.

It was through his best military bubby, Norbert Buch-
holz, that Bill met and married his sister, Dolores Arlene 
Buchholz, on September 2, 1956. She struggled with can-
cer and passed away on February 8, 1983. Bill and Dolores 
had three children, Bill Jr., Bob, and Lori.

In God’s Providence, Bill met and married Myrtle 
(Mert) Baughey on January 7, 1984. It was a job change 
that brought Bill and Mert to Indianapolis in 1987. Bill be-
came Dad to Mert’s two children, Jerry II and Kristen.

Though music was high on the list of Bill’s enjoyments, 
his greatest love was for Jesus Christ and serving Him to 
the best of his ability. He arose at 3:30 a.m. each day to 
have time with the Lord in prayer and in God’s Word. His 
desire was to know Him in a deeper way and to share God’s 
love with others. He had a way of encouraging people to 
trust in God and grow in their understanding of Him. Bill 
had a beautiful tenor voice. He sang in quartets, ensembles, 
solos, and choir.

Bill was preceded in death by his parents, Fred and Lil-
lie Remington; his first wife, Dolores Buchholz; and his 
sisters, Opal Purcell and Margaret VanCamp. 

He is survived by his wife Myrtle (Mert); his brother, 
Rev. Robert Remington (Carolyn); his children, William 
Remington Jr. (Jan), Robert Remington (Julie), Lori Wil-
liamson (Richard), Jerald Baughey (Lora), and Kristen 
Smith (Scott); 12 grandchildren; and 14 great-grandchil-
dren, with two new babies expected in June and July.

Family and friends will gather at 10 a.m. Saturday, June 
6, 2026, at Colonial Hills Baptist Church, where the Fu-
neral Service will begin at noon. Burial will take place at 1 
p.m. Monday, June 8, 2026, at Ashland Cemetery, Ashland, 
Ohio, with military honors. 

The family requests, in lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to Colonial Hills Baptist Church, 8140 Union 
Chapel Road, Indianapolis, IN, 46240, for a Teen Camp 
Fund. Envelopes will be available at the service. 

Bussell Family Funerals is privileged to assist the fam-
ily in arrangements.

Condolences: bussellfamilyfunerals.com

Pauline McIntyre
January 25, 1942 – May 26, 2026

Pauline McIntyre, 84, Fishers, passed away on Tuesday, 
May 26, 2026, at her home. She was 
born on January 25, 1942, to William 
Draillie and Sally Mae (Bumgardner) 
Hart in Somerset, Ky.

Pauline was a homemaker and 
wonderful wife, mom, and grandma 
who took great pride in her home and 
family. She enjoyed traveling, only 
missing out on visiting one of the 

United States. Pauline and her husband also traveled to all 
the provinces of Canada except one. She kept a beautifully 
decorated home, she loved flowers and plants, she collected 
Precious Moments figurines, and she made the best spa-
ghetti. To this day, no one can make it like her! Most of all, 
Pauline loved her family.

She is survived by her husband of 62 years, Gale McIn-
tyre of Fishers; daughter, Paula (David) Barber of Fishers; 
granddaughter, Kayla (Matt) Ferguson of Terre Haute; 
great-grandsons, Rustin and Beckham Ferguson; and her 
sisters, Wilene McMullen of Roachdale and Durene Sow-
ers of Crawfordsville.

In addition to her parents, Pauline was preceded in death 
by her brothers, Draillie Hart Jr., Edwin Hart, and Joe Hart.

A private family burial will be at the Roachdale Ceme-
tery in Roachdale, Ind.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
to Heart to Heart Hospice, 2611 Waterfront Pkwy E Dr, 
Suite 200, Indianapolis, IN 46214; or a breast cancer foun-
dation as Pauline was a breast cancer survivor.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

The Hamilton County Reporter: it’s what
newspapers were like when they were good!

JUST LISTED!
2707 

Kilgobbin Cres
BROWNSBURG

Beautifully maintained  
4BR, 3BA home in Birch 

Run at Wynne Farms. 
Features an open kitchen, 
gas fireplace, main floor 
bedroom/office, spa-like 

primary suite, large 
backyard with fire pit, 3-car 

garage, and community 
pool on the B&O Trail.
Listed at $449,900

ON THE WATER! IMPROVED PRICE!

JUST 
LISTED!

JUST 
LISTED/

PENDING! SOLD!
SOLD! ACTIVE SOLD!7389 E 209th St.

NOBLESVILLE 
20971 Shoreline  

Unit 410
NOBLESVILLE

6178 North  
Woodhaven Dr.

MCCORDSVILLE
550 Pitney Dr.

NOBLESVILLE
365 Beechwood Dr.  

NOBLESVILLE
5527 Bruce Blvd.

NOBLESVILLE
Fantastic waterfront condo 

on Morse Reservoir’s 
secluded Waterscape side! 
3BR/2BA, boat dock #104, 

fireplace, and deck offer 
year-round fun, relaxation, 

and scenic waterfront 
living with beaches and 

kayak storage.
Improved Price 

$449,900

Enjoy low-maintenance 
waterfront living in this 
gated 2BR, 2BA Morse 
Lake condo. Features 
include fresh paint,  

new carpet, boat slip,  
two garage spots, 

storage, and stainless 
kitchen. Luxury  

meets convenience.
Listed at $349,900

This turnkey 3BR, 2BA 
ranch in McCordsville 

features fresh paint, 
granite counters, and 
LVP flooring. Enjoy 

the new wood privacy 
fence and covered deck. 

Community pool  
and playground  
are steps away!

Listed at $309,900 

Custom 5BR, 3.5BA all-
brick home overlooking 

Pebble Brook Golf 
Course. Refinished 
hardwoods, granite 
kitchen, cozy family 

room, remodeled 
primary ensuite, and  

a finished basement with 
5th bedroom as well  

as 3-car garage.
Listed at $699,900 

Unbelievable value in 
this stunning 4BR brick 
home with basement on 
a private 0.49-acre cul-
de-sac lot. Features new 
carpet and appliances, 
no HOA, and a fenced, 
gardener’s backyard. 

Walkable to downtown 
Noblesville. Act fast, this 

property is amazing!
Listed at $324,900 

Move-in ready 3BR, 
2.5BA home in Hazel Dell 
Woods features a main-
floor primary bedroom, 
open-concept kitchen, 

loft, finished garage, and 
a park-like backyard 

patio. The neighborhood 
includes a pool, 

playground, and trails to 
Hazel Dell Elementary.
Listed at $359,900 
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The REPORTER
The first round of base-

ball games at Sectional 8 fi-
nally were played Thursday 
at Noblesville’s Don Dunk-
er Field after a one-day 
weather delay.

Hamilton Southeastern 
got the first victory, beat-
ing Carmel 7-1. The Royals 
advance to tonight’s semifi-
nals to take on Zionsville; 
the Eagles beat the host 
Millers 7-4 in Thursday’s 
second game.

Playing as the away 
team, Southeastern scored 
three runs in the top of the 
first inning. Cy Cole batted 
in Jackson Bixler for HSE’s 
first run, then Alex Shep-
herd doubled in Cole for the 
second run. Karson Seitz 
came in to run for Shepherd, 
and he was sent home by a 
Chase Bradle single.

The Royals took further 
control of the game in the 
third running, putting up 
four runs. Bradle batted in 
Cole, then was singled in by 
Kian Kelly. Bixler came up 
next and sent a base hit into 
left field, driving in Kelly 
and Nick Bach.

The Greyhounds scored 
their run in the fifth inning. 
Jackson Treadway batted in 
Max Walkey.

Cole was 3-for-4 at the 
plate, with Bradle and Kel-

ly collecting two hits each. 
Spencer Mohr left to an ova-
tion after 6.2 innings, strik-
ing out one and allowing six 
hits. Bradle pitched the final 
at-bat, inducing a groundout 
to end the game. The Royals 
improved to 20-9.

Treadway was 2-for-2 
batting for Carmel, which 
finished its season 11-15.

Late scoring
The Millers were fired 

up early. Jalen Stidham hit a 
leadoff home run in the sec-
ond inning to get Noblesville 
on the board, while starting 

pitcher Beckett Doane got 
out of bases-loaded jams in 
the first and third innings.

The Eagles tied the 

game in the fourth inning, 
then scored three runs in the 
fifth inning for a 4-1 lead. 
The Millers came back with 

two runs in the bottom of 
the fifth: Christopher Martz 
scored on Zac Glander’s 
sacrifice fly, then Ethan 

Clark was brought home by 
a Slade Hodges single.
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
TalkToDani.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Welcome home to 
your peaceful retreat 

on Morse Lake! 
You’ll love peaceful evenings and 
lovely mornings in your screened 

porch with a view of the water. 
The beautiful courtyard is truly a 

retreat. Inside is a well maintained 
home in excellent condition. 

Family room is open to the large 
kitchen with a fantastic pantry/

laundry room. The primary suite 
includes a beautiful ensuite and 
large closet. Additionally there 
are two more generously sized 

bedrooms. Don’t miss the storage 
shed and beautiful new carport 

with a concrete pad.

Cicero, Indiana  46034
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 924 Sq Ft. | $275,000

30 Blue Water Drive

Reporter Sports Friday
Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Heights, Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Sheridan, University, Westfield

Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

Photo by Richard Torres
The Westfield softball team beat Noblesville 3-1 Thursday to win the Sectional 8 championship. It’s the 
second all-time sectional title for the Shamrocks and first since 2023.

Softball

Baseball

Rocks upset Millers, win Sectional 8 title

Photo by Grant Alexander
Noblesville’s Haley Schatko hit a fourth-inning sacrifice fly to score the 
Millers’ run.

By RICHARD TORRES
For The Reporter

ZIONSVILLE – The 
last time Westfield’s hitters 
faced Noblesville’s Addison 
Retzinger, the Millers’ ace 
struck out 13 Shamrocks 
with two unearned runs al-
lowed.

In the rematch, 27 days 
later, for the Sectional 8 
championship in Zions-
ville on Thursday night, the 
Class 4A No. 14 Shamrocks 
(16-10-1) claimed the upper 
hand – with some help from 
a new hitting drill.

“We knew the pitcher, 
and what we 
did yester-
day, Texas 
Tech drill. 
I’m not kid-
ding you, we 
stood on top 
of a box, and 
we worked 
on getting 
on top of 
the ball,” 
Westfield first-year coach 
Maddie Moore said. “We 
changed our approach from 
the last time we played her, 
and it worked.”

The Shamrocks lost to 
the Millers and Retzing-
er, 9-2, during their regu-
lar-season Hoosier Cross-
roads Conference game on 
May 1.

This time, Westfield 
struck first with a pair of 
RBI sac flies in the top of 
the first and a third in the 
top of the seventh to win 
3-1, marking their second 
sectional title all time and 
first since 2023.

“Texas Tech practices 
on top of a bench, and [as-
sistant coach] Matt [Moore] 
built one yesterday morn-
ing. We just practiced rise 
ball, seeing the top of the 
ball, pounding it into the 
ground,” Westfield senior 
Makayla Watson said. “If 
we can put it on the ground 
and make them have to 
make a play, then that works 
best for us.”

The strategy played out 
from the first at-bat.

Watson (3-for-3, 2 sto-
len bases) opened the game 
with a leadoff single. Senior 
Sofia Easterhaus (1-for-3, 

RBI, stolen 
base) fol-
lowed with 
another sin-
gle before 
senior Reese 
Mahannah 
( 1 - f o r - 2 , 
double, RBI) 
and sopho-
more Olivia 
Sampia belt-

ed back-to-back sac flies to 
put Westfield ahead 2-0.

“I was like, ‘You can hit 
this kid. You are capable, 
and you have got to believe 
it,’” Maddie Moore said.

Retzinger struck out six, 
walked two and allowed sev-
en hits, but she retired sev-
en in a row after both runs 
scored for a quality start.

However, HCC cham-
pion 4A No. 8 Noblesville 
(19-7) struggled to respond 
against Sampia (3.0 IP, 3 
hits, 1 strikeout, 2 walks) 
and junior reliever Macken-
zie Delph (4.0 IP, 2 walks, 3 
hits, earned run).

“We were trying to get 
on top of the ball, and we 
just didn’t do a good job of 
that,” Millers coach Deke 
Bullard said. “When they’re 
throwing up (in the zone) 
and you’re under the ball, it’s 
a backspin pop fly. With the 
wind blowing in, that cer-
tainly didn’t help us either.”

Noblesville stranded 
nine runners on base with six 
in scoring position, bringing 
home one in the bottom of 
the fourth with the bases 
loaded when senior Haley 
Schatko (1-for-2, double, 
RBI) flew out to right field.

Sampia cruised through 
three frames but exited in 
the top of the fourth after in-
juring her hand on a foul ball 
swing in her second at-bat.

“I had a feeling we were go-
ing to pull it through. It was 

a goal for me all season. 
I did it my freshman year. 
I wanted to finish out my 

senior year … I fully believed 
that this team could do it.”  

– Makayla Watson, 
Westfield senior

See Upset . . . Page 14

Royals beat Carmel, Millers fall to Zionsville

Reporter photos by Richie Hall
(ABOVE LEFT) Hamilton Southeastern’s Jackson Bixler batted in two runs for the Royals during their Sectional 8 win 
over Carmel on Thursday. (ABOVE CENTER) Carmel’s Jackson Treadway went 2-for-2 at the plate for the Greyhounds. 
(ABOVE RIGHT) Noblesville’s Aiden Reynolds had two hits.

See Baseball . . . Page 14

https://www.talktodani.com/
https://www.joshuaherdphotography.com/
https://noblesvillesports.com/
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Golden Eagles sail past Danville
The REPORTER

Guerin Catholic opened 
play in Sectional 26 at 
Crawfordsville Thursday 
with a 7-0 first-round vic-
tory over Danville.

The Golden Eagles 

scored three runs in the 
first inning. Ben Canada 
doubled in Nolan Ratcliff 
for the first run, then was 
brought home by Ian Tay-
lor’s RBI groundout. Kar-
son Smith later scored on 
an error.

Guerin Catholic put up 
two more runs in the third 
inning. Taylor scored on an 
error and Smith was sent 
home by a pitcher’s balk.

Liam Zorger scored in 
the fourth inning after an-

other pitcher’s balk, giving 
the Golden Eagles a 6-0 
lead. Jackson Baker added 
a sixth-inning run, scoring 
on a wild pitch.

Ratcliff finished with 
two of Guerin Catholic’s 
four hits. Grant Beard hit 
a single, along with Cana-
da’s early double.

Three GC pitchers com-
bined to allow the Warriors 
only one hit. Tate Troxell 
pitched four innings and 
struck out 10. Harrison 

Haq threw two innings, in 
relief, striking out three. 
Luke Gremelspacher was 
the seventh-inning closer, 
tossing three strikeouts.

Guerin Catholic is 22-
3-1 and plays Frankfort 
Monday in the second 
semifinal. The first semi-
final starts at 11 a.m., be-
tween Lebanon and Bre-
beuf Jesuit. The semifinal 
winners advance to the 
6:30 p.m. championship 
game.

Baseball

Tigers win regional championship
The REPORTER

The Lafayette Jefferson 
boys track & field regional 
is an event with high stan-
dards.

It takes an exception-
al performance to win the 
team championship, and 
the Fishers Tigers answered 
the call at Thursday’s event. 
Fishers used exceptional 
depth and three event wins 
to claim its second regional 
title in program history and 
first since 2019.

The Tigers scored 74 
points, just ahead of run-
ner-up Westfield’s 69 points. 
Fishers got victories from 
Rocky Duplessis in the 400 
dash, finished the meet with 
a victory in the 4x400 re-
lay, and got an outstanding 
performance from its high 
jump crew.

Konrad Hayden tow-
ered over the competition, 
clearing 6 feet, 11 inches 
to win the event, over four 
inches ahead of second 
place. Austin Geesaman had 
a nice evening as well. He 
cleared 6 feet, 5 inches to 
place third. Both Tigers are 
headed to the state finals, as 
the top three in each event 
qualify automatically.

Any athlete that betters 
the state standard in an event 
also automatically punches 
a ticket to state. Eight of the 
16 events had extra quali-
fiers beyond the top three, 
with seven advancing in the 
110 hurdles. 

The Shamrocks had one 
event victory, in the 4x100 
relay. Westfield picked up 
three second-place results: 
the 4x800 relay, Olumide 
Fapetu in the 100 dash and 
Brady Lemieux in the pole 
vault.

Carmel finished third 
with 61 points. Alim Broad-
nax was the long jump 
champion, with a best leap 
of 23 feet and one-quarter 
inch. Lucas Bartlett was 
second in the 3200 run.

Noblesville and Ham-
ilton Southeastern tied for 
fourth place; both schools 
scored 57 points.

The Millers’ Banner 
Barnes was a double winner 

in the 1600 and 800 runs, 
with teammate Isaiah Vohs 
finishing second in both 
races. The Royals had third-
place finishes from Omar 
Elsayed in the 800 and Liam 
Powers in the 3200 run.

Hamilton Heights scored 
19 points for 10th place. 
Will Duncan won the shot 
put and was second in the 
discus.

Guerin Catholic scored 
seven points to tie for 17th 
place. Seffrin Smith finished 
seventh in the 110 hurdles, 
but his time of 14.54 seconds 
was under the state standard, 
so he qualified for state.

Complete results, in-
cluding all state qualifiers, 
are listed below.

Team scores (top 10 and 
all county): 1. Fishers 74, 2. 
Westfield 69, 3. Carmel 61, 
T4. Noblesville 57; Hamilton 
Southeastern 57, 6. Harrison 
55, 7. Kokomo 43, 8. Mc-
Cutcheon 35, 9. Lebanon 31, 
10. Hamilton Heights 19, T17. 
Guerin Catholic 7.

State qualifiers
from the regional

4x800 relay: 1. Harrison 
7:50.53, 2. Westfield 7:52.55, 
3. Noblesville 7:53.31, 4. Carm-
el 7:53.93, 5. Fishers 7:54.64.

110 hurdles: 1. Omar 
Daniels (K) 14.04, 2. Zion 
Clopton (Har) 14.06, 3. Daniel 
Richards (L) 14.20, 4. Kamar-
ion Ayres (M) 14.21, 5. Sam 
Long (HSE) 14.33, 6. Logan 
Tuck (W) 14.37, 7. Seffrin 
Smith (GC) 14.54.

100 dash: 1. Elijah Curry 
(M) 10.78, 2. Olumide Fapetu 
(W) 10.86, 3. Angel Wilson (N) 
10.88, 4. Cayden Gearhart 
(W) 10.89, 5. Francisco Luyin-
dula (L) 10.93.

1600 run: 1. Banner 
Barnes (N) 4:17.36, 2. Isaiah 
Vohs (N) 4:17.61, 3. Luke 
Moulder (W) 4:18.56.

4x100 relay: 1. Westfield 
40.93, 2. Fishers 41.91, 3. 
Lebanon 42.00, 4. Carmel 
42.25, 5. Harrison 42.38.

400 dash: 1. Rocky Du-
plessis (F) 48.26, 2. Landon 
Dispennett (Seeger) 49.09, 3. 
Ryd Wallerstedt (W) 49.52.

300 hurdles: 1. Ayres (M) 
37.56, 2. Daniels (K) 37.80, 3. 
Richards (L) 37.92, 4. Long 
(HSE) 38.24, 5. Clopton (H) 
38.71.

800 run: 1. Barnes (N) 
1:52.32, 2. Vohs (N) 1:54.86, 
3. Omar Elsayed (HSE) 
1:55.12, 4. Cooper Szotek (C) 
1:55.16.

200 dash: 1. Vincent 

Rozzi (F) 21.29, 2. Luyindula 
(L) 21.71, 3. Ethan Landess 
(West Lafayette) 21.893, 4. 
Caleb Terril (W) 21.898.

3200 run: 1. Camden 
Raab (Western) 9:09.24, 2. 
Lucas Bartlett (C) 9:10.39, 3. 
Liam Powers (HSE) 9:10.93.

4x400 relay: 1. Fishers 
3:18.96, 2. West Lafayette 
3:19.94, 3. Hamilton South-
eastern 3:20.21, 4. Nobles-
ville 3:20.99, 5. McCutcheon 
3:21.39.

Discus: 1. RJ Clem (Lo-
gansport) 167-9, 2. Will Dun-
can (HH) 161-3, 3. Marcus 
Noy (K) 157-5.

Shot put: 1. Duncan (HH) 
59-10, 2. Mason Cantwell (F) 
54-8.25, 3. Jack Eberhart (W) 
54-2.

Long jump: 1. Alim 
Broadnax (C) 23-0.25, 2. 
Jeremiah Young (K) 23-0, 3. 
Jacob Schwartz (H) 22-6, 4. 
Gabriel Davis (C) 22-5, 5. Wil-
liam Tschida (HSE) 22-3.75, 6. 
Austin Donahoe (N) 22-3.

High jump: 1. Konrad 
Hayden (F) 6-11, 2. Braxton 
Schieffer (Northwestern) 6-7, 
3. Austin Geesaman (F) 6-5.

Pole vault: 1. Owen Hud-
spith (Frankfort) 16-0, 2. Brady 
Lemieux (W) 14-0, 3. David 
Warner (H) 13-9.

Photo courtesy Fishers Athletics
The Fishers boys track & field team won a tight regional at Lafayette 
Jefferson Thursday. The Tigers scored 74 points, edging out Westfield by 
five points to win their first team regional since 2019.

Boys Track & Field

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Westfield’s Isla Harvey won the individual 
tennis sectional at Noblesville on Thursday. 
Harvey defeated Tipton’s Kendall Coe 6-0, 6-1. 
With the victory, Harvey advances to North 
Central on Saturday, June 6, where she will 
play the winner of the NorthWood sectional in 
the semifinals of the North 2 regional.

Westfield’s Harvey
wins individual sectional

Girls Tennis

With that, Noblesville 
was within 4-3. But Zions-
ville surged forward again, 
scoring three runs in the 
sixth inning for a 7-3 lead. 
The Millers got a run in 
the seventh inning: Aid-
en Reynolds led off with a 
single, moved to third base 

on Glander’s double, then 
scored on Hodges’ RBI 
fielder’s choice. But Zions-
ville got the next two outs to 
end the game.

Reynolds finished with 
two hits, while Doane threw 
five strikeouts. Noblesville 
finished its season 20-9.

Delph took over in the 
circle and battled through 
the bases-loaded situation in 
the bottom of the fourth. She 
only allowed two more hits 
in the final three innings.

“I just tried to stay col-
lected and calm because I 
know I trust myself and all 
my pitches, and that’s ex-
actly what I did,” Delph 
said. “The last game when 
we played them, I think that 
actually drove me more to 
want to win this.”

Familiarity for the Moore 
family was another element.

Maddie Moore played 
for Bullard and the Millers 
until she graduated in 2017. 
Her father, Matt, was part of 

the Millers program as well, 
and both teamed for their 
bittersweet upset over the 
defending sectional cham-
pions.

“I think it’s just a really 
cool moment for him and I 
to be like, we did this togeth-
er,” Moore said. “It’s just a 
really cool circle for all of us 
[on staff]. We used to play 
each other in high school, 
and now we’re doing this 
together.”

The 2026 Shamrocks, 
which placed sixth in the 
HCC, did precisely what 
was needed collectively to 
quiet the prolific Millers (51 
home runs and 193 RBI as a 
team).

Baseball
from Page 13

Upset
from Page 13

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
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Friday, May 29
BASEBALL

Sectional 8 at Noblesville
Hamilton Southeastern vs. Zionsville, 5:30 p.m.

Westfield vs. Fishers, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 39 at Sheridan
Elwood vs. Lapel, 5 p.m.

Sheridan vs. Tipton, 7:30 p.m.
SOFTBALL

Sectional 24 at Connersville
Championship: Hamilton Heights vs. Yorktown, 6 p.m.

Saturday, May 30
BASEBALL

Sectional 42 at Park Tudor
Park Tudor vs. University, 10 a.m.

Monrovia vs. Wednesday winner, 12:30 p.m.
GOLF

Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, Westfield at Lafayette Jefferson 
Classic, 2 p.m. at Battle Ground GC

TENNIS SEMI-STATES
At Center Grove

Fishers vs. Center Grove, noon
At Culver Academies

Carmel vs. South Bend St. Joseph, noon
UNIFIED TRACK

Fishers at Kokomo Regional, 11 a.m.
VOLLEYBALL

Boys state finals at Lawrence North
Carmel vs. Roncalli, 11 a.m.

Lake Central vs. Cathedral, 1 p.m.
Championship, 6 p.m.

Monday, June 1
BASEBALL

Sectional 8 at Noblesville
Championship, 6 p.m.

Sectional 24 at Jay County
Connersville vs. Yorktown
Delta vs. Hamilton Heights

Championship, TBD
Sectional 25 at Crawfordsville

Lebanon vs. Brebeuf Jesuit, 11 a.m.
Frankfort vs. Guerin Catholic, 1:30 p.m.

Championship, 6:30 p.m.
Sectional 39 at Sheridan

Championship, 6 p.m.
Sectional 42 at Park Tudor

Championship, 6 p.m.
GOLF

Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Westfield at Yorktown Classic,
9 a.m. at Delaware Country Club

University vs. Lawrence Central, 4:30 p.m. at Indian Lake Country Club

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

SPORTS SCHEDULE

Former Carmel basketball star Peter 
Suder works out for Indiana Pacers
By CHARLES HUIRAS
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Former Carmel High 
School basketball star Pe-
ter Suder worked out for 
the Pacers on Thursday as 
part of the team’s pre-draft 
workouts.

Suder, a two-time 4A 
state champion at Carm-
el in 2019 and 2021, de-
scribed the surreal feeling 
it was to work out for a 
team he grew up watching 
his whole life.

“It’s definitely surreal, 
being 30 minutes away 
from this facility is crazy,” 
Suder said. “It’s always 
been a dream growing up 
just being an Indiana fan, a 
Pacers fan. All my friends, 
family back at home, 
they’re all rooting for me 
to go to the Pacers, so it’s a 
surreal feeling to be here.”

Suder began his col-
lege career at Bellarmine 
University in Louisville, 
Kentucky, where he played 
his first two seasons. He 
then transferred to Miami 

(Ohio) as a junior, earning 
First-Team All-MAC hon-
ors in both his junior and 
senior seasons.

During his senior year, 
Suder won MAC Player 
of the Year, helped lead 
the RedHawks to a perfect 
31-0 regular-season re-
cord, and won the school’s 
first NCAA Tournament 
game since 1999.

Suder described the 
bizarre experience of hav-
ing all eyes on him as he 
worked out in front of the 
Pacers coaches and scouts.

“It’s definitely a crazy 
feeling, every single work-
out, there’s like 40 judges 
on the sideline watching 
your every move,” Suder 
said. “How you talk, how 
you interact with others. 
The trainers, whatever the 
case is, they want to know 
everything about you, the 
way you think. It’s also a 
surreal feeling being a kid 
that was a little under-re-
cruited throughout his 
whole high school and col-
lege career, and then mak-

ing it to the big stage.”
Suder also talked about 

his time at Carmel and 
how high school basket-
ball in Indiana molded him 
into the player he is today.

“I would say Indiana 
basketball in general pre-
pared me,” Suder said. 
“It’s a basketball state. 
Sometimes you play in 
the biggest gyms in the 
country in high school, 
and they’re packed out 
for sectionals, regionals, 
semi-state. It just prepares 
you for those kinds of mo-
ments.”

The 6-foot-5-inch wing 
averaged 14.8 points, 4.6 
rebounds, and 4.0 assists 
per game his senior year 
and helped lead Miami 
(Ohio) to the school’s best 
record in program history.

This story was orig-
inally published by 
WISH-TV at wishtv.com/
sports/indiana-pacers/
f o r m e r - c a r m e l - b a s -
ketball-star-peter-sud-
er-works-out-for-indi-
ana-pacers.

Huskies zoom past Connersville
Softball

The REPORTER
Hamilton Heights took 

care of Sectional 24 host 
Connersville in a Thursday 
semifinal game, winning 
13-3 in five innings to ad-
vance to tonight’s champi-
onship game.

The Huskies scored in 
all five innings. Heights 
led 3-1 after the first in-
ning: Hannah Dent singled 
in Heather Crays, Lily 
Cash batted in Dent and 
McKenzie Jackson scored 
after Olivia Turner reached 
on an error.

In the second inning, 
Dent hit a one-out double, 
then Kamryn Rhoton was 
intentionally walked. Cash 

came up next and singled 
both runners in, giving the 
Huskies a 5-2 lead.

Heights put up five 
runs in the third inning. 
Taya Trosper hit a double 
and Crays reached on a 
dropped third strike. Dent 
hit a single, then Jack-
son batted in Trosper and 
Crays, moving Dent to 
third. Rhoton came up next 
and sent everyone home 
with a left field home run. 
The Huskies now led 10-2.

Connersville scored a 
run in the top of the fourth, 
but Heights answered with 
two runs in the bottom of 
the inning. Crays led off 
with a double and scored 

on Jackson’s sacrifice bunt, 
then Dent got home when 
Cash reached on an error.

The Huskies ended the 
game with no outs in the 
fifth. Ellie Engle drew a 
walk and moved to second 
base after Trosper drew 
a walk. Crays loaded the 
bases with a single, then 
Dent sent a base hit into 
right field, scoring Engle 
to finish the game.

Dent was perfect at the 
plate, going 5-for-5. Cash 
went 3-for-4. Jackson and 
Crays both had two hits. 
Crays pitched all five in-
nings, striking out two.

Heights is 13-8 and 
plays Yorktown tonight in 

the championship game. 
The Tigers beat Jay Coun-
ty 8-2 in the other semifi-
nal.

Sheridan falls 
to Frankton

Sheridan lost in the 
semifinals of Sectional 39 
at Thursday, falling 6-0 to 
Frankton.

Amiyah Doss had the 
Blackhawks’ only two hits. 
Norah Adams pitched a 
complete game, with one 
strikeout.

Sheridan finished its 
season 6-15.

Carmel beats HSE for 2A 
state championship berth
The REPORTER

The Carmel boys la-
crosse team beat county 
rival Hamilton Southeast-
ern 15-11 on Wednesday at 
Brownsburg to advance to 
the IHSLA Class 2A state 
championship game.

The Greyhounds had to 
make a comeback to win, as 
the Royals led 5-4 after one 
quarter. Ben Speckman and 
Henry Wans both scored two 
goals for Southeastern, with 
Sam Brandenburg adding 
another goal. E.B. Warren 
had two goals for Carmel, 
with Jack Stitle and Ike Stitle 
each scoring one.

The Hounds scored 
three goals in a row during 
the second quarter to lead 

7-4. Warren put in his third 
goal, then Max McCord 
scored back-to-back goals. 
The Royals got two quick 
goals with under three min-
utes left, tying the score 
at 7-7 by halftime. Kyle 
Jenkins and Brandenburg 
scored HSE’s goals.

Wans threw in a quick 
goal for the Royals to start 
the third quarter, but Car-
mel’s Cohen Odle tied the 
game just as quickly. After 
a few defensive minutes, the 
Greyhounds poured in three 
more goals to lead 11-8 by 
the end of the period. Luke 
Shrift, Lincoln O’Leary and 
Warren all scored.

Carmel stayed comfort-
ably ahead during the fourth 

quarter. Ike Stitle scored 
twice, then Luke Shrift gave 
Carmel a 14-9 lead with 5:18 
left. Brandenburg added 
two Southeastern goals and 
Speckman scored one. War-
ren finished the game with 
his fifth goal, completing the 
scoring with 3:18 to play.

The Greyhounds will 
play Culver Academies on 
Saturday at Brownsburg. for 
the 2A state championship.

Golden Eagles
advance to 1A final
The Guerin Catholic 

boys lacrosse team reached 
the Class 1A state cham-
pionship game by beating 
Heritage Christian 15-13 on 
Tuesday at Brownsburg.

The Golden Eagles led 

5-4 after the first quarter, 
then blanked Heritage 4-0 in 
the second period for a 9-4 
halftime lead. Guerin Cath-
olic held a 14-8 lead after 
three periods, then held off 
Heritage in the fourth quarter.

Gavin Soucie led GC 
with six goals and two as-
sists. Vinny Elliott added 
five goals. Mason Walosin 
scored two goals and dished 
out two assists. Chris Giedd 
had one goal and three as-
sists, J.B. Ford totaled one 
goal and two assists and 
Stephen Abdalla handed out 
one assist.

Guerin Catholic plays 
Evansville Memorial on 
Saturday for the 1A state ti-
tle, also at Brownsburg.

Boys Lacrosse

Men’s Basketball
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