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Come meet 
the candidates

The Reporter is doing our part to 
help voters make informed decisions 
when casting their ballots whether ear-
ly, absentee, or on Election Day.

The Reporter will publish Can-
didate Bios for all candidates who 
choose to engage with our readers. 
Those will appear with every online 
edition through Election Day (and 
at this link), and those pages will be 
updated as more candidates choose to 
send us their information.

This is a free public service we are 
providing both to candidates and our 
readers.

Becoming
the destination

In every cul-
ture, community be-
gins with gathering. 
Around food, around 
conversation, around 
shared presence. But 
sometimes, without 
realizing it, we build 
our lives like waiting 
rooms – places where 
we sit quietly, hoping 
someone will arrive 
and validate our importance.

Recently, a friend shared that she felt a 
deep sadness. Life had changed. The dai-
ly calls, constant check-ins, and familiar 
rhythms were no longer the same. She used 
one word that lingered with me: discarded.

But I gently told her something different: 
“This isn’t abandonment. It’s graduation.”

When we spend years caring, nurtur-
ing, supporting, and showing up for others, 
we often measure our worth by how much 
we are needed. Our calendars fill with re-
sponsibilities, our identities intertwine with 
roles, and love becomes synonymous with 
availability.

Yet community – true community – 
teaches us another lesson.

Connection is not meant to confine us. It 
is meant to prepare us.

There comes a moment when the noise 
quiets. The house feels different. The phone 
doesn’t ring as often. And instead of seeing 
absence, we are invited to see space – space 
to rediscover ourselves beyond obligation.

The most powerful shift happens when 
we stop waiting for someone else to remind 
us we matter.

Because worth was never supposed to 
arrive through a notification, an invitation, 
or a phone call. Worth is something we cul-
tivate internally, like a garden we finally 
have time to tend.

In the Taste of Community spirit, be-
longing starts within. We create it by doing 
what we love, pursuing what lights us up, 
and giving ourselves permission to exist be-
yond usefulness.

Pooja Thakkar
Taste of Community

COLUMNIST

Property tax relief 
changes for veterans
The REPORTER

House Bill 1210 was signed by Gover-
nor Mike Braun on March 12, then becom-
ing Public Law 157. Among other things, 
that 418-page document has some property 
tax relief for disabled veterans, and 100-per-
cent relief for 100-percent disabled veterans.

That law increases the property tax 
deduction for a veteran who is totally dis-
abled to 100 percent of the assessed value 
of the individual's real property, instead of 
$14,000. It also ends property tax deduc-
tions for certain veterans, instead providing 
a property tax liability credit. It also restores 
the property tax deduction available to a 
surviving spouse of a World War I veteran, 
which was limited by SEA 1-2025.

The law does not go into effect until the 
2027 tax bill, and the Auditor’s Office is not 
accepting any deduction forms prior to July 
1, 2026. Deductions forms can then be filed 
through Dec. 30 2026.

Veterans who have a copy of their DD 
214 and benefit summary letter that the 
Veterans Administration mails every year 
in November can go to the Auditor's Office 
directly to apply for the deduction.

Each veteran must follow the instruc-
tions to qualify for the Tax Credit with the 
Hamilton County Tax Authority. If they 
do not, they will not receive their well-de-
served tax credit. 

The Hamilton County Veterans Services 
Office is scheduled to start training sessions 
for veterans to apply for this credit on June 1.

See Destination . . . Page 2

Tastes like success

Reporter photo
The 2026 Taste of Business was held April 22 at The Riverview Health Arena at Innovation Mile, 14157 CJ Way, 
Noblesville. This year’s event was bigger than ever with both more businesses and more people attending on 
a scale only The Arena could accommodate. (ABOVE) State Representative Alaina Shonkwiler took a moment 
to pose for The Reporter’s camera in this shot that clearly demonstrates how popular this year’s Taste was. 
See more photos on Page 3 and at ReadTheReporter.com.

Engineering at a championship level
Tiger Dynasty Robotics Team sets sights on global competition

Photos provided by Coach Amelia C. Stone
The Fishers High School Tiger Dynasty Robotics Team has advanced to the FIRST World Championship 
competition to be held in Houston, Texas. After finishing ninth out of 69 teams in the state this season, 
Tiger Dynasty is now among roughly 600 teams worldwide who will compete in Houston. In addition to that 
qualification, Tiger Dynasty won the merit-based Innovation in Control Award. According to Coach Amelia 
C. Stone, this is a judged technical award recognizing a team whose control system demonstrates unique 
and effective use of sensor inputs, software, and/or robot controls. Since last weekend’s FIRST Indiana State 
Championship, the team has been tirelessly working to make adjustments to their equipment in preparation 
of the Houston competition. They head to Texas next Tuesday, April 28. You can help the team by donating at 
TigerDynasty.org/donateworlds. Good luck, Tiger Dynasty!

April showers brings meowers to Llama Barn
By Catman Stu Clampitt
news@readthereporter.com

There’s a new Cat Fanci-
er's Association (CFA) club 
in Hamilton County, and it’s 
named after llamas. No Drama 
Llamas held a cat show at the 
Llama Barn at Hamilton County 
4-H Fairgrounds, 2003 Pleasant 
St., Noblesville, on Saturday, 
April 18, and it was purr-fect.

The Reporter spoke 
with Co-Show Manager Jim 
Wuersch and No Drama Lla-
mas Co-Founder Melinda Rum-
schlag about cat shows in gener-
al and this one in particular.

“There's two or three peo-
ple who live in this area who 
are forming the club,” Wuersch 

said. “They were looking for 
a space that would work and a 
price range that fit the budget. 
There had been a cat show in 
the fairgrounds here a few years 
ago, but not in this building.”

Rumschlag is the one who 
found the venue.

“I found the show hall, and 
it was a perfect show hall,” 
Rumschlag said. “We hadn't had 
a cat show up in this area for a 
while, so we decided to try it.”

The show had a total of 91 
entries, which was very close to 
maximum capacity for this club.

“We have people from Wis-
consin, from St. Louis, from 
Kentucky, from Missouri, and 
even somebody from East Penn-
sylvania,” Rumschlag said.

Cats and their owners com-
pete for points at CFA shows 
across the show seasons each 
year. The current CFA season 

ends at the end of April and a 
new one will begin in May.

Reporter photo
Debbie Grad and her cat, Maverick.

See Meowers . . . Page 4
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Early Voting Totals
Below are the number of early voters as of

Thursday, April 23, listed by polling location.
Click here for more information on early voting.

Judicial Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1,099
4-H Fairgrounds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1,506
Roy G. Holland Park (Fishers)  .  .  .  .  .  238
Billericay Park (Fishers)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  278
Westfield City Hall .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  96
Washington Twp. Office  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  88
Cool Creek Nature Center . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  213
Jill Perelman Pavilion (Carmel) .  .  .  .  .  208
Wilfong Pavilion (Carmel) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  104
Carmel Clay Public Library .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  252
TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      4,082

VOTE JIM BUCKON OR BEFORE MAY 5
Conservative Republican for State Senate

PROUDLY ENDORSED BY:

OUR FARMERS
TRUST JIM BUCK.

YOU SHOULD
TOO.

Jim Buck voted for the first law in Indiana 
history to block foreign adversaries like 
China from buying farmland near our
military bases. 
Then he voted to expand
that protection statewide. 
Now no foreign
adversary can buy
Indiana farmland.
Period.

HERE’S THE TRUTH.

D.C. DARK MONEY GROUPS ARE SPENDING
OVER $1 MILLION LYING ABOUT JIM BUCK

Paid for by Citizens for Buck.

Noblesville
Judicial Center, 1 Hamilton County Square

• April 24 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• April 25 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• April 27 to May 1 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• May 2 from 9 to 4 p.m.
• May 4 from 8 a.m. to noon
Hamilton County Fairgrounds, 2003 Pleasant St.
• April 24 and 25 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• April 27 to May 2 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• May 4 from 8 a.m. to noon

Carmel
Wilfong Pavilion, 11675 Hazel Dell Pkwy., Building A

Jill Perelman Pavilion, 3000 W. 116th St.
Carmel Public Library, 425 E. Main St.

• April 24 & 25 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• April 29 & 30 from 2 to 7 p.m.
• May 1 & 2 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Fishers
Roy G Holland Memorial Park Building, 1 Park Drive

Billericay Park Building, 12690 Promise Road
• April 24 & 25 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• April 29 & 30 from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.
• May 1 & 2 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Westfield
Westfield City Hall, 130 Penn St.

Cool Creek Nature Center, 2000-1 E. 151st St.
Westfield Washington Twp. Offices, 17400 Westfield Blvd.

• April 24 & 25 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• April 29 & 30 from 2 to 7 p.m.
• May 1 & 2 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Where to vote early

SATURDAY, MAY 16, 10AM-4PM
DOWNTOWN NOBLESVILLE

SPONSORED BY

MAY16
INDIANAPEONYFESTIVAL.COM

SPONSORED BY

IN THE PARK
peonies

FRIDAY, MAY 15, 6-9PM
HISTORIC SEMINARY PARK

SPONSORED BY

Maybe it’s joining a 
class you always postponed.

Maybe it’s volunteering, 
traveling, creating art, cook-
ing simply for joy instead of 
necessity.

Maybe it’s sitting in 
silence and realizing that 
peace is not loneliness – it is 
freedom.

We often confuse being 
needed with being loved. 
But love thrives where 
boundaries exist, where 
presence is chosen rather 
than expected.

When we stop being 
endlessly available, we 
don’t lose connection; we 
transform it. Relationships 
become intentional. Conver-
sations become meaningful. 
We meet others not from ex-
haustion, but from fullness.

Instead of becoming 
a waiting room for other 
people’s convenience, we 
become the destination – a 
place people visit because 
of the energy, warmth, and 
authenticity we carry.

And here is the beautiful 
truth: community does not 

shrink when life changes. It 
expands when we step for-
ward as whole individuals.

Answer with love when 
someone reaches out. Cele-
brate connection when it ar-
rives. But don’t pause your 
life while waiting.

The table of community 
always has one guaranteed 
guest: yourself.

Set a place for your own 
dreams. Pour yourself a cup 
of tea. Try something new. 
Laugh loudly. Rest deep-
ly. Show up for your own 
life with the same devotion 
you’ve offered others.

Because the strongest 
communities are built by 
people who know how to 
stand comfortably in their 
own company – and genu-
inely enjoy who they have 
become.

And sometimes, the 
greatest act of belonging is 
choosing yourself first.

Pooja Thakkar is work-
ing to build cultural connec-
tions. You can read her col-
umn each week in the pages 
of The Reporter. Photo provided

Destination
from Page 1

HCLA announces speakers 
for 2026 Leadership Summit
The REPORTER

Hamilton County Lead-
ership Academy (HCLA) has 
announced the panel of Ham-
ilton County experts who 
will speak at the 13th annual 
Leadership Summit, set for 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. June 18 at 
the Embassy Suites Confer-
ence Center Noblesville.

It’s widely acknowledged 
that workplace culture plays 
a critical role in attracting 
and retaining high perform-
ers, but what culture is and 
how to build one that is 
strong and sustainable is less 

understood. This panel of 
Hamilton County experts are 
going to dig into those topics 
and much more:

• Bethany Gremel, Direc-
tor of Culture and Brand Ex-
perience, Beck's Hybrids

• Mandy Haskett, Leader-
ship Consultant, ADVISA

• Mike Pote, VP of Stra-
tegic Initiatives, Gaylor Elec-
tric

• The discussion will be 
moderated by Heather Hass, 
CEO and Owner, ADVISA.

“We are incredibly for-
tunate to have this phenom-

enal panel of leaders from 
well-respected Hamilton 
County employers,” HCLA 
Executive Director Maria 
Kanger said. “Those who at-
tend the Leadership Summit 
are bound to benefit from 
their wisdom and willingness 
to dig into key questions, like 
what is needed from work-
places in this particular mo-
ment, and how AI factors into 
workplace culture.”

In addition to the pan-
el discussion, the event will 
also feature HCLA’s Distin-
guished Alumni and Hon-

orary Alumni Awards. Each 
year, HCLA recognizes an 
alumni and community part-
ner for their commitment and 
service to the organization 
and their impact in Hamilton 
County. Recipients of these 
awards will be announced at 
a later date.

The HCLA Leadership 
Summit is open to the public, 
and both individual tickets 
and sponsorships are now 
available for purchase. Tick-
ets and sponsorships may be 
purchased here. Registration 
closes on Monday, June 1.

ReadTheReporter.com

https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/1399/Vote-Early---In-Person
https://jimbuckforsenate.com/
https://www.indianapeonyfestival.com/
https://readthereporter.com
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317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday

1/2 Price Bottles of 
Wine On Wednesdays

Reservations Recommended 

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Business cards

Noblesville Roofing 
& Restoration 

Phone (317) 223-4587
Email: dhbs@comcast.net 

Hamilton County is a wonderland
Attending the 2026 Taste of Business felt a little bit like going down the rabbit hole even before The Reporter ran across some of the 
cast from En Pointe Indiana Ballet’s upcoming production of Alice in Wonderland. The treats were tasty – especially that bourbon 
bacon cheeseburger from Bru Burger – and the businesses were as informative and friendly as you’d expect from Hamilton County 

raised with Hoosier hospitality as their founding principle. Event sponsors, without whom this would never have happened,
included Gaylor Electric President and CEO Chuck Goodrich, The Arena, Red Diamond, Silent Events, The Farmers Bank,

Armstrong Accounting Solutions, Ott Equipment Service, Inc., and of course the Noblesville Chamber of Commerce. (Reporter photos)

Photo provided

http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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“Every year 
they compete 
for points for 
bigger titles and 
awards,” Wuersch 
said. “Awards are 
trophies and ac-
knowledgement. 
It's not cash or 
anything like that. 
Basically, it is a 
hobby because 
there is no cash 
reward. It's all 
personal because 
a lot of these peo-
ple are breeders, 
too. They're try-
ing to improve 
their breed and 
show it.”

Indiana is in 
Region 6.

“It doesn't just include 
people in the region,” 
Wuersch said. “If you're 
in another region and this 
show looks good to you, 
you can come here and 
show your cat. The Cat Fan-
ciers Association has the 
United States, Europe, and 
Asia divided into regions. 
Each region has its clubs 
and its regional director.”

According to Wuersch 
and Rumschlag, the point 
system on which cats are 
judged is based on the ap-
pearance and temperament 
relative to an “ideal” cat of 
that breed.

Wuersch said the event 
has a great turnout.

“This has been a great 
show as far as spectators. 
It exceeded our expecta-
tions,” Wuersch said. “The 
entries were about what 

we expected. We 
could have taken 
a few more, but 
we really couldn't 
have done it com-
fortably. We have 
had a lot of peo-
ple comment that 
they have nev-
er been to a cat 
show before, so I 
think people have 
been very curious 
about what it is, 
and they learned 
that it has really 
cool people in it.”

If you did not 
attend this No 
Drama Llamas 
CFA cat show, 
given the level of 
support the com-

munity provided, they will 
likely be back at the Llama 
Barn again. Wuersch had 
some basic information for 
what new cat show attend-
ees can expect if they come 
back here or travel to one 
elsewhere.

“You're going to see a 
variety of cats, including 
some breeds that you've 
probably never seen be-
fore,” Wuersch said. 
“You're going to get to in-
teract with the person who's 
showing the cat – often-
times the breeders – about 
their breed’s temperament. 
If you're looking for a kit-
ten, that's a good place to 
start the search. It's fun to 
learn how the show rules 
fall in and what the cats are 
judged on.”

Learn more about the 
CFA at cfa.org.

Wuersch

Rumschlag

Meowers
from Page 1

Reporter photos
(TOP LEFT) Jean-Luke Fettig and August Moon the Maine Coon. (TOP RIGHT) Clapton with his owner, 
Janie. (ABOVE LEFT) Geri McKerlie and Billy. (ABOVE RIGHT) Susan Charles and Bling Blingy.

Reporter photo
Brook Cole and Freddy, the NordicTale Norwegian 
Forest Cat.

https://qr.io/r/jo4nQy
https://cfa.org/
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Veteran Who Served Our Country
Leader Focused on Public Safety
Strong Community Relationships
Proven to Deliver for Hamilton County

Endorsed by
3 Mayors
Sue Finkam, Carmel

Scott Fadness, Fishers
Chris Jensen, Noblesville

Endorsed by 
4 FOP’s

DixonForSheriff.com

https://dixonforsheriff.com/
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Fishers Early Voting 
Locations
Roy G. Holland Memorial  
Park Building
1 Park Drive, Fishers

Billericay Park Building
12690 Promise Road, Fishers

Fishers Early Voting 
Hours
Wednesday–Thursday 
April 22–23 | 2:00 PM–7:00 PM

Friday–Saturday
April 24–25 | 10:00 AM–3:00 PM

Wednesday–Thursday
April 29–30 | 2:00 PM–7:00 PM

Friday–Saturday
May 1–2 | 10:00 AM–3:00 PM

Lawrence Early Voting 
Location
Indianapolis Public Library 
– Fort Ben Branch
9330 E. 56th Street, 
Indianapolis

Lawrence Early Voting 
Hours
Saturday, April 25–Sunday
May 3 | 11:00 AM–6:00 PM

2026 
Republican 
Primary
May 5, 2026
Early Voting Available 
April 7 - May 4

Paid for by Tiffanie for Indiana Senate.

VOTE EARLY FOR 
TIFFANIE DITLEVSON

Visit 
IndianaVoters.com
Scan the QR code to confirm your 
voter registration, view a sample 
ballot, request an absentee ballot, 
or find additional voting locations 
and hours.

Vote Tiffanie Ditlevson
Republican for State Senate

Republican Primary | May 5, 2026
Early Voting Available

The only elected Republican in the race

�The only candidate already serving 70% of District 31

The only combat veteran in the race 

�The only candidate with local government experience

400 gather for Fox Hollow memorial & discussion
On Wednesday, April 22, a crowd of 400 gathered for “A Conversation About the Fox Hollow Crime” at Prairie Waters Event Center, 4180 
Westfield Road, Westfield. The event began with a prayer vigil at the Fox Hollow memorial led by Steve Znachko, Elder at Antioch Church, 

followed by a panel discussion indoors. The panel included Linda Znachko, Founder of He Knows Your Name; Jeff Jellison, Hamilton 
County Coroner; Eva Pilgrim, nationally recognized broadcast journalist and host of Inside Edition; and Matthew Pranger, cousin of

Fox Hollow victim Allen Livingston. WTHR anchor Jennie Runevitch served as moderator. Held during National Crime Victims’ Rights 
Week, the conversation focused on the ongoing Fox Hollow investigation while also shedding light on all victims of crime. Each panelist 

provided a unique perspective and shared their insights throughout the hour-long panel conversation. (Photos courtesy He Knows Your Name)

https://tiffanie4indiana.com/
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Tuesday 
10am - 6pm

Friday 
10am - 6pm

Wednesday 
10am - 6pm

Thursday 
10am - 6pm

Saturday
10am - 3pm

oogle
4.9 stars

FISHERS

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS

9791 N by NE Blvd, 
Fishers, IN 46037

Bring in your collectibles for a
FREE evaluation!

 No appointment needed.

Items of Interest:
U.S. Paper Currency Pre-1934
Broken/Unwanted Jewelry
Pop Culture Memorabilia
Estate/Costume Jewelry
War Memorabilia
Guitars & Amps
 Pocket Knives
Zippo Lighters 
Vintage Toys

We’re unable to provide pricing
by phone or online. All items

are evaluated in person by our
experts to ensure an accurate

and fair assessment.

Contact us:
Monday - Friday: 8:30am-4:30pm 

(419) 615-1237
 www.PremierGoldSilverAndCoin.com

WALKING LIBERTY
HALF DOLLAR

WASHINGTON
QUARTER

MERCURY
DIME

SILVER
DOLLARS

FRANKLIN
HALF DOLLAR

SPORTS MEMORABILIA WATCHES
Running or Broken

STERLING FLATWARE &
TEA SETS

SCRAP GOLD

COMICS

KENNEDY HALF
DOLLAR

LIBERTY
NICKEL

MORGAN DOLLAR

WHEAT
PENNIES

BUFFALO
NICKEL

ROOSEVELT DIME
pre 1964

GOLD COINS

999 FINE PRECIOUS
METALS CLASS RINGS

GRADED COINS &
COMMEMORATIVES

GOLD, SILVER &
PLATINUM JEWELRY

TUES, APR 28  - SAT, MAY 2 , 2026TH ND

Do you have items just lying around? 
Turn yesterday’s memories into today’s treasures!

BARBER
COINS

Elect PEGGY R.

PFISTER
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

NOBLESVILLE 
TOWNSHIP BOARD

Paid for by Committee to Elect Peggy R. Pfister
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OneZone Chamber donates $5,500 to 
support Sheridan’s Art Alley Project
The REPORTER

OneZone Chamber re-
cently presented a $5,500 
donation to Sheridan Main 
Street in support of the 
town’s exciting Sheridan’s 
Art Alley project.

The donation reflects 
OneZone Chamber’s con-
tinued commitment to in-
vesting in projects that 
strengthen communities, 
support local pride, and 
create vibrant destinations 
across Hamilton County. 
Sheridan’s Art Alley is de-
signed to transform space 
in downtown Sheridan into 
a welcoming, creative area 
that celebrates public art 
and community connection.

“Strong communities 
are built through vision, 
collaboration, and invest-
ment,” OneZone Cham-
ber President & CEO 
Jack Russell said. “We are 
proud to support Sheridan 
Main Street and the Sher-
idan community with this 
contribution to help bring 
Art Alley to life. Projects 
like this create momen-
tum, inspire pride, and 

make our communities 
even stronger.”

Sheridan’s Art Alley 
will serve as a new gather-
ing place for residents and 
visitors while adding color, 
character, and energy to 
downtown Sheridan.

“At OneZone Chamber, 

we believe every communi-
ty matters and every invest-
ment in placemaking helps 
move our region forward,” 
Russell said. “We are ex-
cited to see the positive im-
pact this project will have 
for years to come.”

OneZone Chamber 

serves businesses and 
communities throughout 
Hamilton County and is 
committed to advancing 
business, strengthening 
communities, and support-
ing initiatives that improve 
quality of life across the 
region.

Photo provided

Photo provided
Come one, come all! Sheridan Middle and High School presents “The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee” this weekend, April 24, 25, and 26. Friday and Saturday shows are at 7 p.m.; Sunday 
matinee is at 2 p.m. The musical will take place in Joyce Cline Auditorium at Sheridan High School, 
24185 Hinesley Road. You can reserve tickets online or at the door ($12 adult or $8 child ONLINE; 
$14 adult or $10 child AT DOOR). Get your online tickets at our.show/sheridanspellingbeemusical.

Sheridan Community Schools presents
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee

Thanks for reading the
Hamilton County Reporter!

https://www.premiergoldsilverandcoin.com/
https://www.chrisbarrowsforjudge.com/
https://www.philgoss.com/
https://our.show/sheridanspellingbeemusical
http://www2.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/propertyreports/reports.aspx?parcel=1514100001005002


The REPORTER
Indiana State Police 

(ISP) Superintendent An-
thony M. Scott recently 
named Trooper William 
Gigerich of the Indianapolis 
District as the 2025 Trooper 
of the Year.

Trooper Gigerich of 
Noblesville was recognized 
earlier this week at a state-
wide ISP awards ceremony. 
Each district in the state se-
lects a “Trooper of the Dis-
trict” and from that list the 
Superintendent and his staff 
select the Trooper of the 
Year. As part of this award, 
Trooper Gigerich received a 
new patrol vehicle. 

Trooper Gigerich is two-
year ISP veteran. In addition 
to his patrol duties, Gigerich 
was recently certified as a 
drug recognition expert, 
giving him the tools and ex-
tensive training to evaluate 
for drug impairment. 

“Trooper Gigerich has 
quickly established himself 
among the veteran troopers 
at our district,” ISP India-
napolis District Lieutenant 
Josh Watson said. “His work 
ethic, job related knowl-
edge, motivation to serve 
his community and the re-
spect he has earned from his 
peers is certainly commend-
able. I am proud of the in-
credible work he has done, 
he has undoubtedly saved 
lives with his efforts.”

Throughout 2025, 
Trooper Gigerich demon-
strated a level of perfor-
mance that clearly separates 
him from his peers. He rep-

resents what it means to be 
present, proactive, and po-
lice with purpose. His con-
sistent visible presence and 
community engagement 
have directly contributed to 
deterring criminal activity 
and enhancing public safety 
across the district.

Trooper Gigerich’s pro-
active approach extends well 
beyond simply responding 
to calls for service. He con-
sistently identifies problem 
areas, addresses unsafe be-
haviors before they escalate, 
and conducts enforcement 
actions with a clear focus on 
public safety, professional-
ism, and integrity. Each traf-
fic stop, arrest, and citizen 
interaction reflects a mis-
sion-driven philosophy that 
produces measurable results 
and strengthens community 
trust. His enforcement ef-
forts have had a big impact 
on reducing criminal activity 
within the counties he serves.

Due to his great work 
and consistent enforcement 

presence, Trooper Gigerich 
has become well-known 
among repeat offenders – an 
indication of both his activ-
ity level and effectiveness. 
His productivity routinely 
results in multiple arrests 
per shift and has created a 
culture of proactive patrol 
within the district. His ex-
ample motivates troopers 
to remain engaged, visible, 
and activity driven through-
out the shift.

Trooper Gigerich con-
sistently exercises sound 
judgment, maintains strong 
officer safety awareness, 
and communicates effec-
tively in all interactions. 
His attention to detail re-
sults in well-documentedm 
high-quality cases. He is 
dependable, professional, 
and always willing to assist 
fellow troopers by sharing 
knowledge and experience. 
His leadership by example 
strengthens both morale 
and effective policework 
throughout the district.
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317-815-9387   •  WWW.CARMELPLAYERS.ORG

Ten Explorers.
Four Boats.

One Grand Canyon.

APRIL 17-26, 2026
The Cat in Carmel

254 Veterans Way  •  Carmel, IN  46032

carmelplayers.org   •  317-815-9387 

Four evenings: 7:30 pm 
Thursday, Fridays

and first weekend Saturday

Three matinees: 2:30 pm
Sundays and second 

weekend Saturday

by Jaclyn Backhaus

Directed by Samantha Kelly

Tickets: $20 (Fri, Sat, Sun)
Thursday: $15

  APRIL 24th & 25th, 2026
Friday and Saturday

GUARANTEED:
Over $25,000 in Prizes!

ENTRY:  
$135 Cash at the Door

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS:

Receive a discount on your Buy-in  
for reserving your seat early. Details  
and registration at lionspoker.org.

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO CHARITY

WHERE: 
Hamilton County Fairgrounds   
2000 Pleasant St. Noblesville, IN

Approved by the state of Indiana Charity Gaming Division Permit #011908

EXCITING AWARDS
“Tournament Champion” 
Medallion

2-9 Place  
Silver FinalistMedallion

Letter guidelines 
this election season

With the approach of the May 5 Primary Election, 
the Hamilton County Reporter is establishing some 
Letters to the Editor guidelines to keep things fair and 
balanced.

Letters addressing 
new topics about the 
upcoming election or 
the policies of individ-
ual candidates will no 
longer be accepted. 

Letters in response 
to new topics published 
in our April 24 edition 
will be accepted until 
Tuesday, April 28 and will be published in our April 
29 edition.

These deadlines will give candidates and their sup-
porters the opportunity to reply to letters addressing 
new topics.

Please send your letters to
News@ReadTheReporter.com.

Letters to the Editor do not represent 
the opinions of The Reporter or our staff. 

Westfield formalizes Advisory Council 
on Disabilities & appoints members

Submitted by 
City of Westfield

The City of Westfield 
has formally codified the 
Westfield Advisory Coun-
cil on Disabilities (WACD) 
into the city’s municipal 
code, following a March 9 
vote by the City Council. 
The action establishes the 
council as a permanent part 
of the city’s civic structure 
and reinforces Westfield’s 
commitment to accessibility 
and inclusion.

Nine members have 
been appointed to serve on 
the council. Each brings a 
direct connection to the dis-
ability community, including 
individuals with disabilities, 
family members, and profes-
sionals who support and ad-
vocate for accessibility.

Appointed members in-
clude: 

• Nicole Southerland, 
Co-chair (three-year term)

• Bridget Lueken (two-
year term)

• Danyele Easterhaus 
(two-year term, not pictured)

• Jamie Pristasch (three-
year term)

• Jamie Sterchi (two-
year term)

• Kurt Deichmann (one-
year term)

• Dr. Lindsay Tomami-
chel (one-year term)

• Mendi Cooley (three-
year term)

• Theresa Abbenhaus 
(one-year term)

In addition to the voting 
members, several non-vot-
ing advisors will serve as 

liaisons between the council 
and city departments and 
township partners: 

• Travis Stetnish, West-
field ADA Coordinator and 
WACD Co-chair

• Lt. Broc Larrison, 
Westfield Police Department

• Brook Hughes, West-
field Human Resources

• Jamie Goetz Mills, 
Westfield Washington 
Township Trustee

• John Capes, Westfield 
Parks and Recreation

• Lauren Gilling-
ham-Teague, Westfield 
Community Development

• Marissa Barrett, West-
field Communications

• Division Chief Ryan 
Flora, Westfield Fire De-
partment

The council will advise 
on issues related to accessi-
bility, public safety, commu-
nity engagement, and work-
force development, helping 
ensure the needs and per-
spectives of individuals with 
disabilities are reflected in 
city planning and services.

As part of its initial 
work, the council will re-es-
tablish its mission, vision, 
and values to guide its ef-
forts and identify priorities. 
The group will work in co-
ordination with city depart-
ments and township partners 
to provide input and recom-
mendations as Westfield 
continues to grow.

To learn more or get 
involved, visit westfieldin.
gov/wacd.

Photo provided by City of Westfield

Noblesville’s own William Gigerich 
named 2025 Trooper of the Year

Photo provided by Indiana State Police
(From left) ISP Superintendent Anthony M. Scott, 
Trooper of the Year William Gigerich, and ISP 
Assistant Supt. Col. Chris L. Hill.

Dig into spring with Demo Days 
at Tractor Supply Company

The REPORTER
Tractor Supply Company 

announces the return of its 
Demo Days event, an oppor-
tunity for customers to test 
drive zero-turn and riding 
mowers at stores nationwide.

TSC has two locations in 
Hamilton County:

• Noblesville: 2375 E. 
Pleasant St.

• Westfield: 1755 Austri-
an Pine Way

From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, April 25 and Sun-
day, April 26, customers can 
shop Tractor Supply’s big-

gest lineup of zero-turn and 
front-engine mowers ever 
and take them for a spin 
through a parking lot obstacle 
course. Customers who test 
drive a mower will receive a 
free Tractor Supply hat while 
supplies last. Door-buster 
deals will also be available 
all weekend long.   

As one of the largest 
sellers of zero-turn riding 
mowers in the country, Trac-
tor Supply stores feature an 
extensive lineup from note-
worthy brands including 
Bad Boy, Cub Cadet, Toro, 

and Husqvarna. Customers 
can find the mower perfect 
for their property and price 
point, from $2,999 to $9,999. 
Tractor Supply also features 
an expanded assortment of 
commercial-grade units. 
Knowledgeable Team Mem-
bers are always available to 
provide recommendations 
and guidance, while custom-
ers with a TSC Credit Card 
can access flexible financing 
options with no annual fee.

Visit tractorsupply.
com/tsc/cms/demo-days to 
learn more.

https://carmelplayers.org/
https://lionspoker.org/
http://westfieldin.gov/wacd
http://westfieldin.gov/wacd
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/cms/demo-days
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/cms/demo-days
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First Noblesville Schools Hall of Fame 
class dedicated at new courtyard

Submitted by 
Noblesville Schools

Noblesville Schools in-
ducted its first Hall of Fame 
class at a special dedication 
event Wednesday evening 
at the new Hall of Fame 
Courtyard. 

Inaugural Hall of Fame 
Class of 2025 inductees 
include Dick Dellinger, 
Vickie Ely, Julia Kozicki, 
John Land, Bryan Mills, 
Tony Oilar, Rick Towle, and 
Kathy Williams.

The district also recently 
announced its Class of 2026 
honorees – Chris Beaver, 
Sally Crow, Fred Farley, 
and Bruce Hitchcock. The 
Class of 2026 will have its 
dedication event this fall. 

The district’s new Hall 
of Fame Courtyard, locat-
ed between the Noblesville 
Schools Community Center 
and Beaver Stadium, fea-
tures an honoree monument, 
walking path, reflection 
benches and landscaping. 

The courtyard was fund-
ed out of construction proj-
ect savings from a bond 
(loan) with no increase to 
the tax rate and no class-
room dollars.

Generous donations also 
supported the courtyard, 
with Hagerman Group do-
nating the concrete, and 
CCHA and The Peony Fes-
tival organization donating 
and planting peonies. 

The Noblesville 
Schools Hall of Fame cel-
ebrates the legacy of those 
who have demonstrated ex-
ceptional service, support, 
accomplishments, or con-
tributions to Noblesville 
Schools, and is a collabo-
ration between Noblesville 
Schools and the Nobles-

Photos provided by Noblesville Schools

ville Schools Education 
Foundation.

Honorees are selected 
based on community nom-

inations. Eligibility criteria, 
nomination guidelines and 

the application to nominate 
can be found at tinyurl.

com/NoblesvilleHoFnomi-
nations. 

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
https://tinyurl.com/NoblesvilleHoFnominations
https://tinyurl.com/NoblesvilleHoFnominations
https://tinyurl.com/NoblesvilleHoFnominations
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Now on stage

beefandboards.com | 317.872.9664

“A delightful 
 downpour 

of splashy fun!”

https://beefandboards.com
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THE ESTATE OF MOLLY DONIKIAN
SATURDAY, MAY 2, 10:00 AM

PREVIEW: FRIDAY, MAY 1, 1-6 PM
13500 Six Points Road,

CARMEL, INDIANA 46032 

BID LIVEOR ONLINE

Among the most significant estate auctions we have presented in nearly 30 years serving Central 
Indiana. A lifetime of discerning acquisition across every category of fine personal property.

BURGESS AUCTIONS LLC
Location: Knightstown, IN• Lic. AU19600029
Phone: 765-345-5665 • Web: bidburgess.com
Bid Online: LiveAuctioneers • HiBid 
Proxibid • bidburgess.com

Buyer’s Premium: 15%        Honoring Legacies, Delivering Value.

FURNITURE: Four Wooton patent 
desks including extra grade secre-
tary and three flat top executive ro-
taries. Renaissance Revival carved 
oak suite. French Louis XVI buffet 
deux corps. Louis XV bombe com-
mode. Quartersawn oak rolltop. 
Edwardian display cabinet.
CRYSTAL & GLASS: Extensive of-
fering of Lalique, Baccarat, and St. 
Louis crystal. Waterford. Blenko. 
Haviland. Spode.
RUGS: Fifteen Persian and Oriental rugs. Signed Isfahan. 

Antique Sarouks on indigo. Room-size medallion. Kazak. Nain.
FINE & DECORATIVE ARTS: Russian Orthodox icons. Louis Icart prints. Handel Birds of Para-
dise hanging light fixture. Extensive French copper cookware including rare duck press. Ink pen 
collection. First day covers and stamp collection.
VEHICLES & EQUIPMENT: 2008 Porsche 911 Carrera 4 Cabriolet. 2017 Mercedes-Benz E550 
convertible. 2010 Mercedes-Benz S65 AMG. 1977 Mercedes 450SL convertible with hardtop. 
1988 Harley-Davidson 85th Anniversary Softail Springer (450 miles). Mowers and grounds 
equipment.
AUDIO EQUIPMENT: Outstanding stereo equipment featuring Dunlavy speakers. Complete ref-
erence system with amplifiers and supporting components.

FOUR WOOTON PATENT DESKS
Including Extra Grade Secretary and three flat top executive rotaries from the historic India-
napolis manufacturer (1874-1884). A rare opportunity for institutional and private collectors.
Presented by Burgess Auctions LLC in Conjuction with Robert J. Brown Appraisal Service

Indianapolis, IN 46236
317-797-4898

Clean out the garage, basement, and under the 
kids beds, because it’s time for the  

Spring Rummage Sale!
Waters Edge at Springmill and Gristmill’s annual 

Spring Rummage Sale is 
Saturday April 25th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

(or whenever you’re done selling your stuff)

Annual Spring 
Rummage Sale

Coffee Hour for Veterans
Attention Veterans in northern Hamilton County …
From 9 to 10 a.m. on the first Saturday of each 

month, Veterans and the general public are welcome to 
get together at Remnant Coffee Shop, 101 W. Main St. 
(266th Street), Arcadia.

Come get to know other Veterans in the area. Tea 
drinkers are welcome.

Community News

Cicero gets fired up about pancakes
The Cicero Fire Department’s annual Pancake 

Breakfast will take place from 7 to 11 a.m. Saturday, 
May 9 at the Fire Department, 1359 Stringtown Pike.

The breakfast will include pancakes and sausage as 
well as all the fixings. Speaking of which …

What’s your favorite go-to pancake topping? Fresh 
strawberries, blueberries, chocolate chips, bananas and 
whipped cream, maple syrup, or something unique? 
The Fire Departments wants to know what you like on 
your pancakes. Click here and comment on the Face-
book post. Your suggestion could end up on this year’s 
topping bar.

The cost is a free-will offering. Proceeds go to Ci-
cero Fire & Community Outreach.

Enjoy Bourbon & Bites in Cicero
The Cicero Friends of the Park will play host to a 

“Bourbon and Bites” bourbon tasting from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Friday, April 24 at Red Bridge Park, 697 W. Jackson 
St., Cicero.

Enjoy great pours from more than eight distilleries, 
as well as barbecue sliders and hors d’oeuvres. The cost 
is $50.

If you have any questions, please contact John 
Lewis at lewis7955@gmail.com.

Nieshalla to speak at next
Fishers GOP meeting

The next meeting of the Fishers GOP and Young 
Republicans will take place at 6 p.m. Tuesday, April 
28 at Gaylor Electric, 10405 Crosspoint Blvd., Fishers. 
The program will begin at 6:30 p.m. Refreshments will 
be served.

Indiana Comptroller Elise Nieshalla will join for 
a conservation on how the state is managing taxpayer 
dollars and planning for the future.

Please RSVP by emailing Tiffanie Ditlevson at 
tiffanie@hamiltoncountygop.org or John Weingardt 
at john@psw-cpa.com.

IHA issues statement on state review of
direct-to-employer health care arrangements
Submitted

Following the Indiana 
Department of Health’s 
announcement regarding 
its inaugural review of di-
rect-to-employer (DTE) 
health care arrangement 
plans, Indiana Hospital As-
sociation (IHA) President 
Scott B. Tittle released the 
following statement:

IHA applauds our hos-
pital members for their 
innovative, market-based 
approaches that are helping 
employers better manage 
costs while maintaining ac-
cess to high-quality care for 
their employees. Thank you 
to Governor Mike Braun 

and Represen-
tative Carbaugh 
and Senator Gar-
ten as the author 
and sponsor of 
House Enrolled 
Act 1004 for en-
couraging these 
direct-to-employ-
er health care ar-
rangements. By 
working more directly with 
hospitals or targeted net-
works to cut out unnecessary 
middleman, employers can 
improve health outcomes 
of their employees, reduce 
administrative complexity, 
and create more predictable 
health care spending.

As the state’s 
review shows, 
hospitals are more 
than delivering 
on competitive, 
transparent pric-
ing that aligns 
with employers’ 
needs, and IHA 
looks forward 
to the ongoing 

growth of these models in 
the future.

For more information 
about DTE arrangements 
between hospitals and em-
ployers, please refer to the 
IHA Fact Sheet: Market 
Solutions to Lower Health 
Care Costs.

Tittle

Teachers get 50% off oil 
changes at Jiffy Lube

Ten Hoosier educators will receive $500 gift card
The REPORTER

Jiffy Lube of Indiana 
will celebrate local educa-
tors with a statewide pro-
motion that recognizes their 
hard work and impact on the 
community. 

Throughout April and 
May, educators will receive 
50 percent off a Convention-
al Jiffy Lube Signature Ser-
vice Oil Change. This offer 
is available to all teachers, 
administrators, and school 
staff with a valid school ID 

at all participating locations.
Additionally, Jiffy Lube 

is calling on community 
members to nominate a lo-
cal educator by sharing a 
short paragraph about the 
impact they have had on 
their school district. The 
submission form can be 
found here. Nominations 
close May 4.

Ten educators will be 
selected to receive a $500 
Jiffy Lube gift card for their 
valuable work in the com-

munity. The selected edu-
cators will be announced 
during Teacher Apprecia-
tion Week, May 4 to 8. 

“We see the hard work 
that our local educators put 
into growing and teaching 
the younger generations,” 
said Lonnie Hinkle, Vice 
President of Operations at 
Jiffy Lube of Indiana. “With 
Teacher Appreciation Week 
coming up, we wanted to 
show our gratitude for the 
impact they are making.”

By RON FALL
Rotary Club of Westfield

Fred Glass, President 
and CEO of Gleaners Food 
Bank of Indiana, shared 
powerful insights on the 
growing challenge of food 
insecurity and the signif-
icant impact Gleaners is 
making across 21 counties 
in the state with the Rotary 
Club of Westfield this week.

A former Indianapolis 
attorney and former Athletic 
Director at Indiana Univer-
sity, Glass now leads Indi-
ana’s largest food bank. Un-
der his leadership, Gleaners 
supports more than 300 
partner pantries, including 
90 school-based sites.

Last year, Gleaners pro-
vided 54.3 million meals to 
families in need. Despite 
this impressive effort, de-
mand continues to rise. 
Glass noted that one in sev-
en Americans currently face 
food insecurity, the highest 
rate in more than a decade. 
Importantly, more than two-
thirds of these households 
include at least one working 
adult. Hamilton County has 

experienced one of the fast-
est increases in food insecu-
rity in the region since the 
pandemic.

To keep up with grow-
ing need, Gleaners now 
purchases approximately 50 
percent of the food it distrib-
utes. The organization also 
places a strong emphasis on 
nutrition, with 68 percent of 
all distributed items meet-
ing FDA healthy standards. 
This includes fresh, nutri-
tious foods such as milk, 
eggs, and produce.

Beyond providing 
meals, Gleaners helps con-
nect individuals and fami-
lies with additional critical 
resources, including health-
care, legal aid, and other 
essential services. As Glass 
explained, the goal is not 
just to “feed the line,” but 
to “shorten the line” by ad-
dressing the root causes of 
hunger.

Glass pointed to rising 
housing and grocery costs, 
stagnant wages, and re-
duced government support 
as key drivers of food inse-
curity. He also highlighted 
the broader consequences, 

including poorer health out-
comes and academic chal-
lenges for children.

“This is not a ‘them’ 
problem – it’s an ‘us’ prob-
lem,” he emphasized.

Glass closed by express-
ing strong support for the 
Rotary Club’s potential part-
nership with Westfield High 
School to establish a new 
school-based food pantry.

Photo provided
Gleaners Food Bank of Indiana President and 
CEO Fred Glass explained that the goal of is not 
just to “feed the line,” but to “shorten the line” by 
addressing the root causes of hunger.

Gleaners CEO Fred Glass 
speaks to Westfield Rotarians

Vote411.org offers candidate 
info & voting reminders

Submitted
The League of Women 

Voters of Hamilton County 
offers a one-stop resource 
for voters looking for info 
about the upcoming May 5 
primary elections.

Vote411.org is a nonpar-
tisan resource that provides 
ways to access candidate 
information and bios and to 
find polling place locations, 
among other services.

“Vote411 is the best on-
line election resource for get-
ting your voting plan ready,” 
said Lisa Dick, president of 
the local league. “One of our 
group’s focuses for primary 
and general elections is to 
prepare this guide for all of 
Hamilton County’s voters.”

The site launched in time 
for early voting, which con-
tinues through May 4, and 
Election Day May 5. The 
league added its Vote411 
banner to the courthouse 
lawn in Noblesville and 
placed yard signs at early 
voting locations. Both fea-
ture QR codes that take us-

ers directly to the Vote411 
website.

“The Vote411 banner 
reminds Hamilton County 
voters that it’s time to get 
a voting plan ready,” Dick 
said, “and the yard signs of-
fer a way for voters in line 
to check their ballots as they 
wait. It’s important to sched-
ule time to research candi-
dates, plan where and when 
you will vote, and make sure 
that your ID is current.”

League members have 
sought information from all 
candidates running in the 
primary this year. They are 
contributing this information 
to the national Vote411 web-
site so that Hamilton County 
users can see who is running 
in their areas and learn more 
about their platforms. 

When logging onto 
Vote411.org, simply enter 
your address, and all the in-
formation on the next page 
will be tailored to your area. 
You’ll see descriptions of 
the office, then photos and 
bios of the candidates who 

responded to the league’s re-
quest for info.

Dick said each candidate 
was sent a survey by email 
or postal mail, and their re-
sponses were entered by 
their own representatives. 
The league does not edit 
candidate responses.

Dick added a few re-
minders for primary voters. 
Indiana’s is a “closed” pri-
mary, which means voters 
select candidates in one par-
ty or another. You choose 
one party to cast all your 
votes, but you do not have to 
be a member of that party to 
choose its ballot. 

“In the general election 
in the fall, you do not have 
to declare a party and you 
can vote for anyone on the 
ballot, regardless of par-
ty,” Dick explained. A list 
of more primary voting re-
minders is on the league’s 

website home page. 
Vote411.org is free and 

nonpartisan in keeping 
with the League of Women 
Voters’ mission as an or-
ganization that encourages 
informed and active par-
ticipation in government. 
Leagues around the nation 
work to increase understand-
ing of major public policy 
issues and to influence pub-
lic policy through education 
and advocacy.

For more informa-
tion, visit Vote411.org, the 
League of Women Voters of 
Hamilton County website, 
or its Facebook page. 

All Local, All the Time!  ReadTheReporter.com
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Carmel Gateway marks Earth Day with
depaving project & grand opening at West Lawn
Central Indiana’s largest office park unveils new green space for tenants
The REPORTER

On Wednesday, April 
22, Carmel Gateway cele-
brated the grand opening of 
the West Lawn in the heart 
of its more than 1 million 
square-foot campus. The 
project is part of a broader 
initiative to convert approx-
imately 2.25 acres of asphalt 
into amenity-rich outdoor 
lawn space.

The Carmel Gateway 
West Lawn, 600 E. 96th St., 
features a terraced amphi-
theater with limestone block 
seating, ample green space 
for events such as farmers 
markets, and a pergola with 
modern audio/visual equip-
ment to host corporate pre-
sentations, a speaker series, 
and musical performances.

The Grand Opening 
event, held notably on Earth 
Day, included live music 
from a Carmel Symphony 
Orchestra quintet, open-
ing remarks from Carmel 
Mayor Sue Finkam, Carm-
el Gateway senior property 
manager Patrick Moyers, 
and Carmel-based influ-
encer Chelsea Koppelman, 
who kicked off Carmel 
Gateway’s summer speaker 
series.

The event also featured 
activations for more than 
3,100 on-site employees, 
provided picnic lunches and 
opportunities to enjoy the 

outdoors on Earth Day. 
“This is a milestone 

worth celebrating as we 
transform what was once 
asphalt into an incredi-
bly-designed green space to 
be used by Carmel Gateway 
tenants,” Moyers said. “In 
the spirit of Earth Day, the 
West Lawn creates a place 
where tenants can step out-
side, recharge and connect 
during their workday. It’s a 
change to the landscape that 
makes a big difference for 
our community.”

Complementing this 
space is Carmel Gateway 
East Lawn, which was de-
veloped and opened near 
the 800 and 900 Carmel 
Gateway office buildings. 
The East Lawn, which 
broke ground in tandem 
with the West Lawn, of-
fers an expansive flex-use 
green space nestled into a 
lush landscape. The space 
includes a picnic area, food 
truck parking, swing seats, 
relaxation zones and electric 
vehicle charging stations for 
tenants to utilize during the 
workday.

“The City of Carmel has 
invested for decades in qual-
ity of life improvements like 
trail networks, green spaces, 
pocket parks and big, amaz-
ing parks,” Mayor Finkam 
said. “We felt like having 
this at the entrance to Carm-

el is a wonderful way to say 
welcome. You're valued, 
and we want you to stay, 
live and play in Carmel.”

Carmel Gateway has 
completed several on-site 
upgrades to campus such 
as an amenity building fea-
turing a private fitness club 

and executive conference 
rooms, fully renovated 
designer lobbies and re-
strooms, gated pickleball 
courts, and an on-site café 
with catering and an exten-
sive menu. The thoughtfully 
designed outdoor meeting 
and gaming area, known as 

Village Green, serves as a 
central hub for connection, 
collaboration, and recre-
ation on campus. 

Carmel Gateway is 
owned by affiliates of Phil-
adelphia-based Rubenstein 
Partners, L.P., a registered 
investment advisor and 

fund manager, and leased by 
Jones Lang LaSalle (JLL), a 
global provider of real es-
tate and investment man-
agement services.

For more information 
on Carmel Gateway and its 
more than 60 tenants, visit 
CarmelGateway.com.

Photo courtesy Carmel Gateway

State Sen. Walker’s bill 
codifying foster youth

rights & expediting cancer
treatments signed into law
Submitted by Office of 
State Sen. Kyle Walker

Several pieces of leg-
islation authored or spon-
sored by State Sen. Kyle 
Walker (R-Law-
rence) were cer-
emonially signed 
into law by Gov-
ernor Mike Braun 
on Wednesday, 
April 22.

Senate En-
rolled Act 15 
codifies the Fos-
ter Youth Bill of 
Rights into law, 
which describes the rights 
and responsibilities of foster 
youth and requires the Indi-
ana Department of Child 
Services (DCS) to develop 
and update the bill of rights.

To formulate the Foster 
Youth Bill of Rights, DCS 
must collaborate with at 
least:

• One person who has 
experience as a child in the 
child welfare system and no 
younger than 18;

• A child placing agen-
cy; and

• Someone with an ex-
pertise in older foster youth 
services.

Once formulated, DCS 
will publish the bill of rights 
on their website, distribute 
it to foster youth each year 
and share it with current or 
prospective foster parents. 
SEA 15 also defines foster 
youth as someone who is 
at least 12 years old and not 
older than 23, and the child 
is either a child in need of 
services or is receiving col-
laborative care in an out-of-
home placement.

“Since entering office, 
supporting Indiana's foster 
youth has been a priority 
of mine and codifying the 
Foster Youth Bill of Rights 

will continue to help Hoo-
sier foster youth flourish,” 
Sen. Walker said. “I appre-
ciate the support of my col-
leagues and those advocat-

ing for Indiana's 
foster youth on 
this legislation, 
and I am excited 
to see how Indi-
ana's foster youth 
grow.”

House En-
rolled Act 1114 
allows advanced 
metastatic cancer 
patients to gain 

quicker access to lifesaving 
medications by prohibiting 
health insurance plans from 
requiring STEP therapy 
which documents failure of 
a preferred drug under the 
plan before the original doc-
tor-prescribed medication 
is covered. This new law 
also ensures a prescription 
drug that is covered by one 
of the three plans is consis-
tent with the best practices 
for treatment, supported by 
peer-reviewed research and 
approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration.

The governor also cer-
emonially signed Senate 
Enrolled Act 5, Senate En-
rolled Act 163, and House 
Enrolled Act 1152, which 
Walker authored or spon-
sored. These new laws ad-
dress nuisance bars in the 
state, extend the county op-
tion circuit breaker tax cred-
it through 2028 and restrict 
Indiana's homeowners' 
associations from increas-
ing their budgets without a 
quorum during meetings, 
respectively.

State Sen. Kyle Walker 
(R-Lawrence) represents 
Senate District 31, which 
includes portions of Hamil-
ton and Marion counties.

Walker

FOOTLITE.ORG • (317) 926-6630 • BOXOFFICE@FOOTLITE.ORGFOOTLITE.ORG • (317) 926-6630 • BOXOFFICE@FOOTLITE.ORG
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KISS ME, KATE is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of Trams-Witmark LLC. www.concordtheatricals.com

1847 N. ALABAMA ST, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46202
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Sunday at 2:30 PM
Thursday – Saturday at 7:30 PM
Sunday at 2:30 PM

When weather is unpredictable, you can trust
Your Hometown Weatherman!
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MUSIC BY 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER

BOOK & LYRICS BY 

DON BLACK & 
CHRISTOPHER HAMPTON

Brad and Meg 
Osborne

Cornelius Martin 
and Kate Marvel 

John and Camille 
Murphy  

Submitted by Office of 
State Rep. Danny Lopez

Two new laws sponsored 
by State Rep. Danny Lopez 
(R-Carmel) were recently 
ceremonially signed by Gov. 
Mike Braun. These laws fo-
cus on empowering foster 
youth across the state and 
strengthening the mission of 
Ivy Tech Community Col-
lege.

Lopez said Senate En-
rolled Act 15 elevates the 
voices of Hoosier foster 
youth by codifying the Fos-
ter Youth Bill of Rights and 
creates a process to ensure 
the voices of kids in Indi-
ana’s foster care system are 
protected.

“This new law ensures 
foster youth in Indiana are 
seen, heard and protect-
ed,” State Rep. Lopez said. 
“Establishing a clear set of 
rights and responsibilities 
empowers them to advocate 
for themselves and build a 
strong and bright future.”

Additionally, Senate 
Enrolled Act 254 updates 
Ivy Tech Community Col-
lege's mission, affirming its 
commitment to workforce 
preparation, economic de-
velopment, dual credit and 
dual enrollment. Lopez said 

this law reaffirms Ivy Tech's 
place in Indiana’s workforce 
and economic development 
efforts.

“Ivy Tech has long been 
a leader in workforce de-
velopment, strengthening 
economic growth and ex-
panding opportunity,” Lopez 

said. “This update reaffirms 
that commitment to ensuring 
more Hoosiers can access 
affordable, career-focused 
education.”

Ceremonial bill signings 
showcase legislation passed 
during the 2026 session 
and are a way for lawmak-

ers, stakeholders and those 
directly impacted to come 
together and reflect on how 
these new laws will benefit 
Hoosiers.

State Rep. Danny Lopez 
(R-Carmel) represents House 
District 39, which includes a 
portion of Hamilton County.

State Rep. Danny Lopez’s bills to
empower foster youth & strengthen
mission of Ivy Tech signed into law

Photo provided
State Rep. Danny Lopez (R-Carmel) (fifth from right) joins Gov. Mike Braun 
(seated) for the ceremonial signing of Senate Enrolled Act 15 on Wednesday, 
April 22, 2026, at the Statehouse in Indianapolis. Lopez sponsored the 
new law aimed at empowering Indiana foster youth. Also pictured are bill 
author State Sen. Kyle Walker (R-Lawrence) (sixth from right), co-authors 
State Sens. Scott Alexander (R-Muncie) (back, behind Braun), J.D. Ford 
(D-Indianapolis) (second from right) and Andrea Hunley (D-Indianapolis) 
(fifth from left) along with fellow sponsor State Rep. Carey Hamilton 
(D-Indianapolis) (fourth from right).

Letter to the Editor

Chadwick Hill earns 
wife’s endorsement

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter 

will publish one letter per person per week.

Letter to the Editor

Westfield voter: Whalin
has integrity, experience,

dedication to serve as judge

Dear Editor:
I am writing both as a citizen of Hamilton County 

and as Chadwick Hill’s wife. I do not take this respon-
sibility lightly.

Over the past several months, I have attended nu-
merous events and listened carefully as candidates for 
all of the courts have spoken. I take this matter serious-
ly, as I know how important it is to have judges who are 
fair, prepared, and committed to serving our communi-
ty with integrity.

Through that process, I can say with confidence that 
Chadwick Hill stands out – not simply because of my 
personal connection to him, but because of his qualifi-
cations, temperament, and dedication to the law. With 
28 years of litigation experience and as the most senior 
magistrate in Hamilton County, Chadwick is already 
doing this work every day. He is ready to step into this 
role on day one, without a learning curve, and continue 
providing thoughtful, unbiased decisions.

I have seen firsthand the seriousness with which 
he approaches his responsibilities. He understands the 
weight of the role and the impact judicial decisions have 
on individuals and families. That perspective was shaped 
early on, watching his father serve as a state trooper, at-
torney, and judge – instilling in him a deep respect for 
the law and the responsibility that comes with it.

Chadwick is level-headed, fair, and committed to 
doing what is right. He was built for this role, and our 
community would be well served by his leadership on 
the bench.

I respectfully encourage the citizens of Hamilton 
County to support Chadwick Hill for Judge of Hamil-
ton County Superior Court 4.

Kati Hill
Westfield

Dear Editor:
I am writing in support of Trampas Whalin as he 

seeks election to serve as Judge of Hamilton County 
Superior Court 4.

I have had the privilege of knowing Trampas for 
over 20 years, both personally and through serving on 
boards together. Over that time, I have come to know 
him as a man of exceptional character, integrity, and 
honor, qualities that are essential for anyone entrusted 
with the responsibility of the bench.

As a military veteran with 21 years of honorable 
service to our community and nation, I have seen first-
hand the importance of leadership, accountability, and 
sound judgment. Trampas embodies these same prin-
ciples in both his professional and personal life. In our 
work together on boards, I have witnessed his thought-
ful decision making, fairness, and dedication to doing 
what is right for the community.

Trampas also introduced me to the Elks, and through 
that connection, I have seen his deep commitment to 
service. His involvement in youth activities, support 
for cancer research, and dedication to veterans’ causes 
speaks volumes about who he is. These are not just ob-
ligations for him, they are causes he truly cares about.

Of particular importance to me is his advocacy for 
veterans. In talking with Trampas over the years, he 
has shared his efforts to refer appropriate clients to 
Veterans Court, ensuring those who have served our 
country are given opportunities for support and reha-
bilitation. This reflects both his compassion and his 
understanding of justice.

Trampas Whalin has consistently demonstrated the 
integrity, experience, and dedication required to serve 
as a judge. I am confident he will uphold the law with 
fairness, respect, and a genuine commitment to the 
community.

I strongly encourage others to vote for Trampas 
Whalin for Judge of Hamilton County Superior Court 4.   

Shay Bonnell
Westfield
This endorsement is of a personal opinion in nature, 

and does not reflect the views, policies, or opinions of 
the DoW or any of its affiliate service branches.

The REPORTER
Since gaining promi-

nence in the early 2000s, 
ukulele marvel Jake Shima-
bukuro has mesmerized au-
diences with his innovative 
and dynamic style, taking the 
instrument to dizzying new 
heights.

See him perform live at 
the Payne & Mencias Pal-
ladium in Carmel at 8 p.m. 
Friday, May 8.

Over a dozen solo al-
bums, Shimabukuro has 
shown a knack for moving 
effortlessly between genres, 
sometimes in the same song. 
He has played the world’s top 
venues, from Lincoln Center 

to the Sydney Opera House, 
and has worked with artists 
including Yo-Yo Ma, Bela 
Fleck, Bette Midler, Ziggy 

Marley, Sonny Landreth, 
Billy Strings, Lukas & Willie 
Nelson, and Warren Haynes.

Special Guest: Local 

singer-songwriter Meghan 
Cristeen Martin will open 
the show.

Click here for tickets.

Get your ukulele fix with Jake Shimabukuro

Photo provided

https://atistage.org/
https://www.lyons-realty.com/
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2026/bills/senate/15/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2026/bills/senate/15/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2026/bills/senate/254/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2026/bills/senate/254/details
https://thecenterpresents.org/jakeshimabukuro
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Carmel Clay Parks & Rec gets $400K 
state grant for White River Greenway
The REPORTER

The Indiana Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) recently announced 
recipients of Indiana Trails 
Program (ITP) grants, 
awarding $1.7 million in 
trail development assis-
tance to five communities 
across the state. With local 
matching funds included, 
the program will support 
nearly $3.3 million in to-
tal investment resulting in 
4.12 miles of new trail con-
struction.

“Outdoor recreation 
is core to our heritage as 
Hoosiers, with trails mak-
ing important connections 

to health and nature,” Gov-
ernor Mike Braun said. 
“These trail projects will be 
excellent additions to their 
communities.”

ITP is a biennial grant 
program dedicated to ex-
panding and enhancing In-
diana’s network of trails to 
support outdoor recreation, 
community connectivity, 
economic development, 
and quality of life. DNR 
received 31 applications re-
questing nearly $11 million 
in funding, demonstrating 
strong statewide demand 
for new and expanded trail 
infrastructure. The grant re-
cipients are:

• Carmel Clay Parks 
and Recreation Depart-
ment – White River Gre-
enway ($400,000; 0.5 
miles)

• City of Fort Wayne 
– Fishing Line Trail 
($400,000; 0.72 miles)

• Hamilton County 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment – Bur Oak Bend 
Trails ($386,827.80; 1.65 
miles)

• Hancock Coun-
ty – NineStar Park Trail 
($376,496; 0.75 miles)

• Town of North Jud-
son – Hidden Field Trail 
($140,000; 0.5 miles)

“These projects repre-

sent the best of what Indi-
ana communities are doing 
to create accessible outdoor 
spaces and strengthen lo-
cal connections,” Indiana 
State Parks Director Brandt 
Baughman said. “The 
strong interest this year un-
derscores just how import-
ant trail development has 
become across the state.”

Project schedules vary, 
but construction could be-
gin as early as this summer, 
with the first trail expected 
to open in October 2026.

Click here for more in-
formation about the Indiana 
Trails Program and future 
grant opportunities.

Banks introduces Promoting Access & Revenue Integrity 
Through Institutional Transparency (PARITY) Act

Submitted by Office of 
U.S. Senator Jim Banks

On Monday, April 20, 
U.S. Senator Jim Banks 
(R-Ind.) introduced the 
Promoting Access and 
Revenue Integrity Through 
Institutional Transparency 
(PARITY) Act.

This bill would repeal 
the 90/10 rule in the High-
er Education Act, which 
only applies to proprietary 

schools and re-
quires them to 
derive at least 
10 percent of 
their revenue 
from non-federal 
sources.

“Right now, 
the rules single 
out vocation-
al and career 
schools while letting other 
colleges play by a different 

set of standards,” 
Sen. Banks said. 
“That’s not fair 
when these pro-
grams are help-
ing meet critical 
workforce needs 
and keeping our 
economy mov-
ing.”

 This leg-
islation is supported by 
the Army Association of 

America, American Re-
tirees Association, Armed 
Forces Retiree Associ-
ation, Veteran Warriors, 
Korean War Veterans As-
sociation, American GI 
Forum, Palmetto Prom-
ise, 60 Plus Association, 
American Principles Proj-
ect, Consumer Action for a 
Strong Economy, Taxpay-
ers Protection Alliance, 
American Accountability 
Foundation, National De-
fense Committee, Asso-
ciation of the U.S. Navy, 
Army Aviation Associa-
tion of America, Vietnam 
Veterans of America, and 
Frontiers for Freedom.

Background
With the 90/10 rule, 

Congress is picking winners 
and losers in the higher edu-
cation space. This rule only 
applies to proprietary col-
leges, not to nonprofit and 
public schools.

Through the One Big 
Beautiful Bill act, Con-
gress moved to craft and 
enact a universal earnings/
ROI metric that applies 
across all institutions of 
all types and directly mea-
sures student outcomes, 
tying earnings to Title IV 
Federal student aid eligi-
bility. In this context, 90/10 
is increasingly a solution in 
search of a problem – it’s 
duplicative and out of step 
with where policy now sits.

Click here to read the 
full text of the bill.

Banks

Hoosiers urged to learn
about organ, tissue & cornea 

donation then consider
becoming a lifesaving donor
The REPORTER

April is National Donate 
Life Month, a time to rec-
ognize the selfless decisions 
of Hoosiers who have saved 
and healed lives by being 
organ, tissue and cornea do-
nors.

More than 1,400 Indiana 
residents are on the waiting 
list for a lifesaving organ 
transplant.

One organ donor can 
save eight lives. One tissue 
donor can help heal more 
than 75 people. One cornea 
donor can restore sight to 
two people.

To educate Hoosiers and 
encourage them to consider 
being organ, tissue and cor-
nea donors, here are some 
facts about donation:

Organ donation
Nationally, more than 

108,000 people are waiting. 
Last year, more than 49,000 
lifesaving transplants were 
performed in the U.S.

• Every day, 17 people 
die waiting for a lifesaving 
organ transplant.

• Only three in 1,000 
people die in a way that al-
lows for potential organ do-
nation.

• Only when a patient 
is declared clinically and 
legally dead by a physician 
unaffiliated with Indiana 
Donor Network is donation 
an option.

• Anyone, regardless of 
age or medical history, can 
sign up to be a donor. No 
one should rule themselves 
out for any reason.

Tissue donation
Donated tissues are used 

to heal lives and dramatically 
improve a recipient’s quality 
of life. These tissues can be 
donated for reconstructive 
surgical procedures:

• Skin heals burn victims 
or patients with serious in-
fections.

• Veins restore circula-
tion.

• Bone prevents need for 
amputation.

• Heart valves repair 
many cardiac defects.

• Ligaments, tendons, 
and cartilage restore mobil-
ity.

Anyone, regardless of 
age, can donate tissue if 
they are medically suitable 
at their time of death. Tissue 
donation must be initiated 
within 24 hours of a per-
son’s death. Unlike organs, 
donated tissues can be pro-
cessed and stored for an ex-
tended time.

More than 2.4 million 
tissue donations occur in the 
U.S. annually.

Cornea donation
The cornea, which is the 

clear, front part of the eye, 
makes one’s vision possible. 
Cornea transplantation re-
stores vision in individuals 
who have lost it due to cor-
neal damage or disease.

• Everyone is a universal 
donor for corneal tissue – the 
donor’s blood type does not 
have to match the blood type 
of the recipient.

• Last year, Indiana Do-
nor Network recovered 804 
corneas from generous do-
nors to help Vision First, 
Indiana’s largest eye bank, 
provide corneas throughout 
the state, U.S., and world for 
transplant surgeries.

• Vision First in Indiana 
provides more than 2,000 
corneas for transplant annu-
ally.

• Since 1961, more than 
2.4 million people world-
wide have had their sight re-
stored through corneal trans-
plantation.

Despite age or medical 
history, anyone can sign up 
to be an organ, tissue, and 
cornea donor at Donate- 
LifeIndiana.org.

The REPORTER
The World Food Cham-

pionships (WFC) will return 
to Indianapolis for a third 
consecutive year. WFC 2026 
will take place Oct. 15 to 18, 
once again at the Indiana 
State Fairgrounds & Event 
Center, continuing a success-
ful and growing partnership 
with a coalition of strong In-
diana-based partners.

Building on the momen-
tum of the past two years, 
WFC 2026 will welcome 
hundreds of elite competitors 
from around the world, all 
vying for championship ti-
tles, life-changing prize mon-
ey, and a place in Food Sport 
history. The multi-day event 
will feature a refined compe-
tition schedule designed to 
elevate both the competitor 
and fan experience.

Competition will be-
gin with qualifying rounds 
on Thursday and Friday, 
setting the stage for an ac-
tion-packed weekend. Satur-
day will spotlight fan-favor-
ite and community-driven 
ancillary events, including 
WFC Junior, Military Chal-
lenge, the Redemption Tour-
nament, and the beloved 
Biscuits & Jampionship. 
The event will culminate on 
Sunday, when all 10 core 
categories conduct their 
Final Rounds and crown 
World Champions live on 
the Kitchen Arena stage.

“Indianapolis has prov-
en to be an incredible home 
for the World Food Cham-
pionships,” WFC Founder 
and CEO Mike McCloud 
said. “The city, the venue, 
and the community have 
embraced Food Sport in a 
way that aligns perfectly 
with our mission: to cele-
brate culinary talent, pas-
sion, and competition at the 
highest level.”

The Indiana State Fair-
grounds & Event Center 

has played a key role in 
supporting WFC’s growth 
and vision, providing a dy-
namic campus capable of 
hosting large-scale culinary 
competition, live judging, 
fan engagement, and con-
sumer-driven programming. 
The event will again be 
based in the state-of-the-art 
Indiana Farm Bureau Fall 
Creek Pavilion. 

Adding to that energy, 
Larry Dickerson, Founder 
and Director of Culinary 
Crossroads, added, “Over 
the past two years, a grow-
ing coalition of over 35 
Indiana businesses and or-
ganizations have become in-
volved with the World Food 
Championships and are rec-
ognizing the power and po-
tential of this partnership for 
the entire state of Indiana.”

Over the coming months, 
WFC will announce new 
and expanded programming 
elements for 2026, further 
enhancing the festival at-
mosphere and reinforcing 
Indianapolis as a premier 
destination for Food Sport. 
These additions will build 
on the strong foundation 
established during the first 
two years, with a continued 
focus on innovation, acces-
sibility, food sampling, and 
entertainment that celebrates 
the Food Sport community. 
New additions include the 
recently announced Burger 
Battle and Dessert Smash 
premium experiences for 
event attendees.

Additional details re-
garding tickets, program-
ming updates, and quali-
fication opportunities will 
be released in the months 
ahead. Competitors, part-
ners, and fans of Food Sport 
can stay up to date on all 
things related to the World 
Food Championships by 
visiting WorldFoodCham-
pionships.com.

Champions, competition
& culinary glory: World

Food Championships set for
2026 Indianapolis return

https://www.in.gov/dnr/state-parks/recreation/grants/indiana-trails-program
https://tinyurl.com/yck9xw5w
https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://www.donatelifeindiana.org/
https://www.donatelifeindiana.org/
https://worldfoodchampionships.com/
https://worldfoodchampionships.com/
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BIDDING OPENS: Tuesday, April 14th @ 5pm
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, April 25th @ 6pm

PREVIEW DATES:  Tuesday, Thursday, April 23rd From Noon - 6pm
FIREARMS PREVIEW: Thursday, April 23rd From 3pm - 5pm

PICK-UP DAYS: Monday, April 27th. Tuesday and April 28th From Noon - 6pm

ON-LINE ONLY PUBLIC AUCTION
the Estate of Loyd “Gene” & Ethel Bean

of Russiaville, IN 

Coins, Morgan Dollars; Currency, Copper; Advertising, 
Pocket Knives; Vtg. Watch Fobs; Oil Lamps; Native 
American Items; Arrowheads & Artifacts; Straight Razors; 
Keen Kutter Cutlery; Flatware, Sterling Silver; Occupied 
Japan; Antiques & Rarities; Large Jewel Tea ; Collection of 
Dishes; Household & Advertising; Old Sleepy Eye; Pottery 
& Adv. Coll.; Depression Glass; Crystal, Pottery, Crocks; 
Cast Iron, Dirilyte; Display Cases & Curios; Furniture, 
Appliances; Household, Longaberger; Adirondack & 
Trapper Baskets; China, Roseville Pottery; Red Wing 
Pottery; Blue & White Pottery; Hall’s China; Vtg. 
Calendars; Hudson Bay Advertising; BB Guns, Vtg. Toys; 
JD Pedal Tractor; Signs, Thermometers; Wool Blankets; 
Musical Instruments; Singer Sewing Machines; Totes, Tools

Francotte & Winchester; Shotguns; Ammo, Antique 
KKK Convention Collectible Knife; Stack-On Elite 36 Gun 
Safe; Archery Gear, Hatchets; Remington Knives; L.L. 
Bean Knives, CSA Sword

Fishing, Hunting & Camping Gear; Poles, Tackle 
& Lures; Boat Motors, Tackle Boxes; Decoys, Clothing, 
Boots; Traps & Trapping Eq.; Small Game Taxidermy; 
Pelts, Furs, Skulls, Antlers; Mounted Caribou & Deer; 
Hunting Knives; Blinds, Binoculars; Snow Shoes; Coleman 
Equipment; Lanterns, Horse Saddles

Winchester Tools & Advertising; Bicycle & Skates; 
Marbles Hatchets & Knives; Keen Kutter Tools; Cutlery, 
Housewares & Adv.

2004 Ford F-150 Truck

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

— Westfield —
PUBLIC NOTICE 

Request for Proposal
Pursuant to the provisions of Ind. Code 5-32 et seq., the City of Westfield, by 

and through the Economic Development Department (collectively, “the City”) 
is requesting Proposals from qualified construction professionals to provide 
Construction Manager as Constructor (“CMc”) services for the 18160 Market 
Court Redevelopment Project. CMc Services will include: (1) Preconstruction 
phase services, (2) Consultation, collaboration, project construction management, 
and other services regarding construction during and after design/construction 
phases; (3) Development of construction schedule, estimated cost of construction, 
and analysis of qualifications of 1st tier subcontractors; (4) a guarantee of the cost 
of the project and the project schedule. 

The City invites any and all qualified parties to submit Proposals in response 
to this RFP should be electronically submitted via email and PDF to Chuck 
Haberman, Director of Economic Development, City of Westfield, chaberman@
westfield.in.gov, and should be clearly marked “18160 Market Court 
Redevelopment Project Proposal for CMc Services”. Proposals are due by Noon 
(EST) on May 12, 2026 in order to be considered. The Request for Proposal 
(RFP) can be obtained from the Reprographix online E-planroom at  
https://eplanroom.reprographix.com/cgi-bin/planroom/ for a non-refundable fee or 
will be available at the City of Westfield, 2728 E 171st Street, Westfield, Indiana 
46074.  All submissions must comply with the RFP requirements. Interviews may 
be conducted at the City’s discretion based on the conditions set forth in the RFP 
documents.  

CMc Services will be performed under a CMc Contract with the City. The 
form of the contract is set forth in the RFP. The offeror must submit a financial 
statement, a statement of experience, a proposed plan for performing the CMc 
Services, and the resources available for the performance of CMc Services. The 
financial statement must be submitted on SBOA Form 96  
(http://www.in.gov/sboa/files/Form96.pdf). 

Evidence of financial responsibility per Ind. Code § 36-1-12-4.5 in the 
amount of $1,000.00 must be payable to the City of Westfield in the form of an 
irrevocable letter of credit, certified check, cashier’s check, or a bond acquired 
from an Indiana Department of Insurance registered surety. Should a successful 
offeror within ten (10) days after written notice of contract award withdraw its 
proposal, fail to provide required bonds, or execute a satisfactory contract, the 
City may then declare that offeror security forfeited as liquidated damages, not as 
a penalty.

Discussions may be conducted with, and best and final offers obtained 
from, responsible offerors who submit proposals determined to be reasonably 
susceptible of being selected for award. If the City later determines to proceed 
with the Project, the City may enter into negotiations with the offeror whose 
proposal has been selected by an evaluation committee considering: (1) the 
responses to the RFP; (2) any interviews with selected offerors; and (3) evaluation 
of fees.

The City expects to award the contract for CMc Services at the May 2026 
Redevelopment Commission meeting to the responsible offeror(s) whose Proposal 
is determined in writing to be the most advantageous to the City, taking into 
consideration price and the other evaluation factors set forth in the RFP. The City 
reserves the right to hold proposals, including any alternates, for up to sixty (60) 
days from the date of the opening. The City reserves in its sole discretion the right 
to cancel the solicitation, reject any and all proposals in whole or part, delay the 
opening, ask for new proposals, is not obligated to accept the lowest or any other 
proposal, and may waive any irregularities, discrepancies, omissions, variances or 
informalities in the request for proposal procedure.

The City creates no obligation, expressed or implied, of any kind or description 
in issuing the RFP or receiving a Proposal. Neither the RFP nor the Proposal shall 
be construed as a legal offer.

The City is not responsible for any costs associated with preparing a Proposal 
in response to the RFP or related to any interviews. All costs will be the 
responsibility of the offeror.

The City may refuse to disclose the contents of the Proposals during discussions 
with eligible offerors and prior to contract award. Proposals, however, shall 
after contract award be considered a public record and subject to disclosure 
under Indiana’s public records laws. Should a responder to the RFP contend 
that its proposal includes information not subject to disclosure under Indiana’s 
public records laws, responder shall clearly mark in its proposal such specific 
information as “Confidential” and further agrees that should any administrative 
or legal action be commenced against the City including but not limited to 
complaints filed with the Indiana Public Access Counselor that relate to or arise 
out of the City’s production of the responder’s proposal with the designated 
“confidential” information redacted in response to any applicable public records 
requests, the responder agrees to defend, indemnify and hold the City harmless 
from and against such actions including reasonable attorney fees.

CITY OF WESTFIELD, 
BY AND THROUGH THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
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Meeting Notices
The Noblesville Schools 

Board of Trustees will meet 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, April 28, 
2026, in the Board Room at 
the Noblesville Schools Ed-
ucational Services Center, 
18025 River Road.

The Westfield Washington Schools 
Board of Trustees will meet for a 
work session at 6 p.m. Tuesday, April 
28, 2026, in the Community Room 
at the Westfield Washington Schools 
Admin-istration Center, 19500 Tom-
linson Road.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to 
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under

I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in 
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door 

Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.
Submitted by Office of 
State Rep. Hunter Smith

Governor Mike Braun 
recently ceremonially signed 
new laws co-authored and 
sponsored by State Rep. 
Hunter Smith (R-Zionsville) 
to expand teaching oppor-
tunities and cut red tape in 
K-12 education.

Smith said Senate En-
rolled Act 204 expands 
pathways into teaching by 
granting eligibility to indi-
viduals who have a license 
to teach in a charter school 
to obtain an initial practi-
tioner professional educa-
tor license. It also stream-
lines education-related 
reporting requirements to 
reduce bureaucracy and up-
holds religious freedom for 
health education students 
by allowing immunization 
exemptions.

“This new law opens 
the door for more Hoo-
siers to enter the teaching 
profession while cutting 
down on unnecessary pa-
perwork,” said Smith, a 
member of the House Edu-
cation Committee. “By ex-
panding pathways into the 
classroom, we're making it 

easier to recruit strong ed-
ucators and focus more on 
student success.”

Additionally, House 
Enrolled Act 1004, a House 
Republican priority bill, 
builds on efforts from last 
year to cut outdated and un-
necessary education regula-
tions and give schools more 
control over local decisions, 
which allows teachers to 
better focus on students.

“By reducing burden-
some regulations, we're 
giving teachers more time 
to focus on instruction and 
empowering communi-
ties to make decisions that 
better reflect their unique 
needs,” Smith said. “This 
legislation puts more trust 
in our local schools and the 
educators who know their 
students best.”

Ceremonial bill signings 

showcase legislation passed 
during the 2026 session 
and are a way for lawmak-
ers, stakeholders, and those 
directly impacted to come 
together and reflect on how 
these new laws will benefit 
Hoosiers.

State Rep. Hunter Smith 
(R-Zionsville) represents 
House District 24, which 
includes portions of Boone 
and Hamilton counties.

State Rep. Smith’s bills to
expand teaching opportunities 
& cut red tape signed into law

Photos provided
(ABOVE LEFT) State Rep. Hunter Smith (R-Zionsville) joins Gov. Mike Braun for 
the ceremonial signing of Senate Enrolled Act 204 on Wednesday, April 22 at the 
Statehouse. Smith sponsored the new law to expand teaching opportunities 
in Indiana. (ABOVE RIGHT) State Rep. Hunter Smith (R-Zionsville) joins Gov. 
Mike Braun, State Rep. Bob Behning (R-Indianapolis) (second from right) and 
State Sens. Jeff Raatz (R-Richmond) (far left) and Linda Rogers (R-Granger) 
(second from left) for the ceremonial signing of House Enrolled Act 1004 on 
Wednesday, April 22 at the Statehouse. Smith co-authored the new law to cut 
outdated and unnecessary education regulations.

Metropolitan Youth Ballet presents Swan Lake 
May 23 at STAR Bank Performing Arts Center
Submitted

Metropolitan Youth Bal-
let of Indiana (MYB) will 
present the timeless classic 
Swan Lake on Saturday, 
May 23, with performances 
at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at 
the STAR Bank Performing 
Arts Center, 1000 Mulberry 
St., Zionsville. Tickets are 
available at my-ballet.org/
swan-lake starting at just 
$25.

One of the most iconic 
works in the classical bal-
let repertoire, Swan Lake 
is renowned for its sweep-
ing score, dramatic story-
telling, and technical de-
mands. MYB’s production 
features the organization’s 
pre-professional company 
alongside guest artists from 
Louisville Ballet and Grand 
Rapids Ballet, bringing to-
gether emerging and profes-
sional talent in a full-length 
staging designed to inspire 
audiences of all ages.

“This ballet is truly a 
cornerstone of classical 
dance,” MYB Artistic Di-
rector Jane Hachiya-Weiner 
said. “Swan Lake is not only 
one of the most beloved bal-
lets in the world, but also 
one of the most challenging. 
It requires extraordinary 
discipline, artistry, and unity 
from the entire cast.” 
A story of love, magic 

& transformation 
Swan Lake tells the sto-

ry of Princess Odette, who 
has been transformed into 
a swan by an evil sorcerer 
and can only return to hu-
man form under the cover 
of night. Prince Siegfried 
vows to break the spell, but 
is deceived by Odile, the 
sorcerer’s daughter – the 
alluring Black Swan. The 
ballet unfolds as a tale of 
love, betrayal, courage, and 
redemption, brought to life 
through expressive move-
ment and music. 
Training for excellence 

MYB is dedicated to 
providing high-level clas-
sical ballet training in a 
supportive, performance-fo-
cused environment. 
Through rigorous instruc-
tion and performance op-
portunities, dancers develop 
the technique, strength, and 
artistry required to take on 
demanding roles such as 
those in Swan Lake. 

“Our dancers spend 
years building the founda-
tion needed for a production 
like this,” Hachiya-Weiner 
said. “From the principal 
roles to the corps de ballet, 
every dancer must demon-
strate precision, musicality, 
and emotional depth. It’s a 
true ensemble effort.” 
Production highlights

Audiences can expect 
several of ballet’s most cele-
brated moments, including: 

• The dazzling Black 
Swan pas de deux, featuring 
the famous 32 fouetté turns 

• The iconic Dance of 
the Little Swans, known for 
its intricate synchronization 

• The ethereal beauty 
and lyricism of the White 
Swan (Odette) 

• The demanding preci-
sion of the corps de ballet, 
where dancers move in per-
fect unison to create the illu-
sion of a flock of swans

Featured performers 
The roles of Odette 

(White Swan) and Odile 
(Black Swan) will be per-
formed by two of MYB’s 
pre-professional level danc-
ers: 

• Anya Stephenson, a se-
nior at Carmel High School 
– Odette (matinee); Odile 
(evening) 

• Miriam Danek, a stu-
dent at Cardinal Ritter High 
School – Odile (matinee); 
Odette (evening) 

Guest artists from Lou-
isville Ballet and Grand 
Rapids Ballet will join the 
cast, sharing their profes-
sional dance experience 
and expertise with students, 
elevating both the dancers’ 
growth and the overall qual-
ity of the production. 

• Aleksandr Schroeder, 
Louisville Ballet Company 
Artist – Von Rothbart (both 
shows) 

• Fletcher Barr, Louis-
ville Ballet Company Artist 
– Count Benno (matinee); 
Prince Sigfried (evening) 

• Gabriel Weiner, Grand 
Rapids Ballet Apprentice – 
Prince Sigfried (matinee); 
Count Benno (evening) 
A full ballet experience 

In addition to the per-
formance, MYB invites 
audiences to enjoy a com-
plete “ballet experience” in 
the theater lobby. Activities 
included with each ticket 
feature: 

• The Ballet Boutique, 
offering ballet- and Swan 
Lake-inspired gifts 

• The Swans’ Sweets Ta-
ble with themed treats 

• A post-show Cast Meet 
& Greet 

• Photo booths and inter-
active displays in a beauti-
fully decorated lobby 

• MYB info table to 
learn more about summer 

programs, fall classes, and 
upcoming performances 

Making classical
ballet accessible 
Through productions 

like Swan Lake, MYB aims 
to keep classical ballet vi-
brant, relevant, and accessi-
ble to the community. 

“We believe these great 

works should be experi-
enced by everyone,” Hachi-
ya-Weiner said. “By pre-
senting full-length ballets 
with high production value 
and engaging experienc-
es, at affordable prices, we 
hope to inspire both sea-
soned patrons and first-time 
audience members.” 

Photo provided by Metropolitan Youth Ballet

PUBLIC NOTICE DEADLINE
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The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

PENDING!PENDING!JUST LISTED!PENDING! PENDING!
7389 E 209th Street

NOBLESVILLE 
20971 Shoreline  

Unit 410
NOBLESVILLE

6178 North  
Woodhaven Dr.

MCCORDSVILLE

550 Pitney Drive
NOBLESVILLE

204 Surrey Hill
NOBLESVILLE

The Deakyne Team REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS“Speak 
to Deak!” www.speaktodeak.com

317.695.6032  Jennifer  | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer

ON THE WATER!

Welcome home to this 4-bed, 
2.5-bath North Harbour beauty.

On .49 acres, this move-in 
ready Noblesville gem features 

extensive updates, open kitchen, 
cozy fireplace, and gorgeous 

backyard. Tour this quiet  
cul-de-sac home.

Listed at $429,900

Fantastic waterfront condo on 
Morse Reservoir’s secluded 
Waterscape side! 3BR/2BA, 
boat dock #104, fireplace, 
and deck offer year-round 
fun, relaxation, and scenic 

waterfront living with beaches 
and kayak storage.

Improved Price $449,900

Enjoy low-maintenance 
waterfront living in this gated 

2-bed, 2-bath Morse Lake condo. 
Features include fresh paint, new 
carpet, boat slip, two garage spots, 

storage, and stainless kitchen. 
Luxury meets convenience.

Listed at $349,900

This turnkey 3-bed, 2-bath ranch 
in McCordsville features fresh 

paint, granite counters, and 
LVP flooring. Enjoy the new 

wood privacy fence and covered 
deck. Community pool and 
playground are steps away!

Listed at $319,900 

Custom 5 bed, 3.5 bath all-
brick home overlooking Pebble 
Brook Golf Course. Refinished 

hardwoods, granite kitchen, 
cozy family room, remodeled 

primary ensuite, and a finished 
basement with 5th bedroom  

as well as 3-car garage.
Listed at $699,900 
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Today’s Bible Reading
Balak Summons Balaam

The next morning Balaam got up and said to 
Balak’s officials, “Go back to your own country, 
for the Lord has refused to let me go with you.”

So the Moabite officials returned to Balak and 
said, “Balaam refused to come with us.”

Then Balak sent other officials, more numerous 
and more distinguished than the first. They came to 
Balaam and said:

“This is what Balak son of Zippor says: Do not 
let anything keep you from coming to me, because 
I will reward you handsomely and do whatever 
you say. Come and put a curse on these people for 
me.”

But Balaam answered them, “Even if Balak gave 
me all the silver and gold in his palace, I could 
not do anything great or small to go beyond the 
command of the Lord my God. Now spend the 
night here so that I can find out what else the Lord 
will tell me.”

That night God came to Balaam and said, 
“Since these men have come to summon you, go 
with them, but do only what I tell you.”

Numbers 22:13-20 (NIV)

New Binford Boulevard 
ramp to open next weekend
The REPORTER

The new ramp from 
southbound Interstate 69 
to southbound Binford 
Boulevard is expected to 
open on or after Sunday, 
May 3, marking another 
milestone on the Clear 
Path 465 Project.

Overnight ramp and 
lane restrictions are 
scheduled next week in 
northeast Indianapolis 
as crews prepare to shift 
traffic and open the new 
ramp.

Drivers can expect 
the following nightly 
closures from 9 p.m. to 6 
a.m.:

• Monday, April 27: 
Ramp from northbound 
Binford to northbound 
I-69 closed

• Monday, April 
27 through Thursday, 
April 30: One lane closed 
on northbound Binford 
and northbound I-69 be-
tween the I-465/I-69 in-
terchange and 96th Street

• Tuesday, April 
28 through Thursday, 
April 30: Ramp from 
southbound I-69 to south-
bound Binford closed

Ramp closures ex-
pected next weekend

Ramp closures are 
scheduled next weekend 
to complete the traffic 
switch and open the new 
ramp from southbound 
I-69 to southbound Bin-
ford Boulevard. The fol-
lowing ramps are expect-
ed to close at 9 p.m. on 
Friday, May 1 and reopen 
by 6 a.m. on Sunday, May 

3 unless other-
wise noted:

• Ramp 
f r o m 
s o u t h -
b o u n d 
I-69 to 
s o u t h -
b o u n d 
B i n f o r d 
B o u l e v a r d 
closed

• Ramp from 
96th Street to southbound 
I-69 closed

• Ramp from 82nd 

Street to south-
bound I-465 

closed
• Ramp 

f r o m 
s o u t h -
b o u n d 
I-69 to 
s o u t h -

b o u n d 
I-465 closed 

(overnight Fri-
day only)

• Ramp from south-
bound I-69 to westbound 
I-465 closed (Saturday 6 

a.m. to Sunday 6 a.m.) 
Lane restrictions will 

also be in place. Crews 
will be striping pave-
ment, moving barrier 
wall, and adjusting over-
head signage to shift traf-
fic on I-69.

Emergency access 
will be maintained during 
the work. Actual dates 
and anticipated work 
may be adjusted if in-
clement weather or other 
unforeseen circumstanc-
es occur.

Graphic provided by INDOT
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By RICHARD TORRES
For The Reporter

FISHERS – The West-
field Shamrocks hadn’t 
won a regular-season game 
against rival Fishers since 
2023.

On Thursday night, the 
Shamrocks ended the trend 
with a decisive 15-4, run-rule 
victory in six innings to take 
the first contest during their 
two-game Hoosier Cross-
roads Conference series.

The Rocks (7-4-1, 4-1 
HCC) snapped their four-
game, regular-season losing 
streak against Fishers (5-8, 
2-3 HCC) with an aggressive 
two-strike approach, and it 
paid dividends with six of 
their 11 hits netting extra 
bases.

Nine Shamrock batters 
recorded at least one hit with 
their lineup’s top three lead-
ing the hit parade.

Sophomore Andrew No-

ble (1-for-1, 4 runs, 2 RBI) 
and juniors Maddox Novot-
ney (1-for-4, 3 RBI, triple) 
and Lincoln Hoffman (2-for-
5, 4 RBI, 2 triples) reached 

base a combined 11 times, 
while junior Kasen Jessup 
(2-for-4, RBI) posted one of 
Westfield’s three doubles.

 “We’ve been really work-

ing on expanding the zone. 
We have a fun game we like 
to call, ‘puck out of the net.’  
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 

www.talktodani.com

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

16808 Aulton Drive
Noblesville | $247,000

14016 Catalina Drive
Fishers | $450,000

13497 Mosaic Street
Fishers | $389,000

13035 Wembly Road
Carmel | $549,999

17070 S Mill Creek Road
Noblesville | $1,400,000

7942 Red Sunset Way
Avon | $389,000

19508 Honeylocust Glen
Noblesville | $599,000

12131 E 196th Street
Noblesville | $2,499,000

LET’S MAKE A MOVE!

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

Reporter Sports Friday
Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Heights, Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Sheridan, University, Westfield

Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

Indy’s Largest Poker Tournament 
$10,000 WINNER’S PURSE/$25,000 TOTAL PAYOUT 

 April 24th   & 25th, 202                  6   
Hamilton 

  County Fairgrounds

Reserve a seat at 

  

www.lionspoker.org
 

Proceeds Support Lions Club Charitable Projects
         Discount for Earlybird Entry       On Line or $135.00 at the door  Approved by the state of Indiana Charity Gaming Division Permit #011908

®

Photo provided
The Westfield softball team welcomed Fire Chief Rob Gaylor to its April 16 game to recognize his leadership, 
service and dedication to the Westfield community. Gaylor threw out the ceremonial first pitch.

The REPORTER
The Westfield High 

School Varsity Softball 
team welcomed Fire Chief 
Rob Gaylor to throw out the 
ceremonial first pitch before 
its home game on April 16, 
recognizing his leadership, 
service, and dedication to 
the Westfield community.

The program was honored 
to have Chief Gaylor take part 
in the evening and grateful for 
the many ways the Westfield 
Fire Department serves resi-
dents every day.

Following the first-pitch 
ceremony, the Shamrocks 
earned an exciting 7-5 vic-
tory over Harrison High 

School.
Reese Mahannah deliv-

ered a solo home run in the 
bottom of the fifth inning. 
Mahannah and Makayla 
Watson each collected two 
hits.

Makenzie Delph drove 
in two runs while going 
1-for-2 at the plate, and the 

Shamrocks added a defen-
sive highlight by turning a 
double play.

Westfield Varsity Softball 
is proud to celebrate the pub-
lic servants who help protect 
and strengthen the city while 
continuing to build meaning-
ful community connections 
through sport.

Westfield Fire Chief Rob Gaylor throws 
first pitch as Shamrocks earn 7-5 win

Westfield’s Thieneman 
drafted by the Bears

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Westfield graduate Dillon Thieneman was 
selected as the 25th pick in the NFL Draft on 
Thursday. Thieneman is shown here in a video 
message to fans at Grand Park on Wednesday, 
where he was celebrated with a special day by the 
City of Westfield.

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

Westfield graduate Dil-
lon Thieneman has been a 
Boilermaker and a Duck. 
Now he will be a Bear.

The Shamrocks star 
was selected by the Chica-
go Bears as the 25th pick 
in the NFL Draft Thursday 
evening. Thieneman played 
safety for the Oregon Ducks 
this past season after two 
successful years with the 
Purdue Boilermakers.

Thieneman,  was ex-
pected to be a first-round 
pick. The NFL.com website 
describes him as a “savvy 
three-year starter with NFL 
size, speed and alignment 
versatility.” It noted his high 
production, as Thieneman 
totaled 306 tackles and eight 
interceptions over the course 
of his three college seasons.

As Thieneman accepted 
his Bears hat and jersey, his 
family spoke with ABC-
TV. Thieneman’s mother 
Shannon Thieneman said 
it was “so exciting.” Shan-
non said she was filled with 
gratitude and joy, and that 
the occasion was the “cul-
mination of hard work and 
perseverance to get to this 
point, and it’s so exciting to 
see this happen.”

Jake Gilbert, the former 
Westfield coach who men-
tored Thieneman during 
his time with the Sham-
rocks, said he was happy 
for Thieneman. He said be-
coming an NFL player was 
Thieneman’s goal “since 
I’ve known him.”

“He’s not a first-round-
er by accident,” said Gil-
bert, who is now the head 
football coach at Wabash 
College. “He was a very 
efficient athlete. That’s why 
he runs so well and is so ex-
plosive. He wastes very lit-
tle movement, he gets to the 

football with a quick read 
and directly. Because of that 
efficiency, he can be used in 
so many ways. He’s a great 
athlete, but he plays fast too 
because he diagnoses things 
quickly.”

Thieneman is West-
field’s first-ever NFL player.

“The odds against this 
are pretty amazing, so it’s 
surprising on the one hand 
that you would coach a 
first-rounder,” said Gilbert. 
“But I’m also not surprised 
in other ways because he 
was always consumed not 
just with football, but doing 
what it takes to get better all 
the time. It’s not shocking 
that he found a way because 
that’s just who he is.”

Thieneman was drafted 
just one day after the City of 
Westfield honored him with 
his own day, along with 
Westfield basketball star 
Braden Smith, at a special 
presentation at Grand Park. 
He was already in Pitts-
burgh for the draft but ap-
peared in a video message 
thanking his Westfield fans 
for their support.

Gilbert said that Thiene-
man, Smith and Shamrocks 
star Micah Hauser were 
“physically gifted players 
who worked their guts out.” 
The emphasis, of course, 
was on the work.

“I hope that’s inspira-
tional that if you work as 
hard as these guys, you can 
put yourself in position to 
do some great things,” said 
Gilbert. “A lot of people 
think they know how hard 
these guys have worked, but 
they really don’t.”

Thieneman was named 
Second Team All American 
by the Associated Press for 
his junior season and First 
Team All-Big Ten. He to-
taled 95 tackles, including 
3.5 for a loss, made one sack 
and had two interceptions.

NFL Draft Baseball

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
(ABOVE LEFT) Westfield’s Maddox Novotney (2) hit a three-RBI triple during 
the second inning of the Shamrocks’ Hoosier Crossroads Conference game 
at Fishers on Thursday. Westfield won the game 15-4. Also pictured is 
Andrew Noble (4), who scored four runs. (ABOVE RIGHT) Fishers’ Asher 
Nelson was 2-for-2 with a pair of RBI singles.

Rocks rout Tigers,
take HCC series lead

See HCC . . . Page 18

Softball
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www.HCTV2.comwww.HCTV1.com

On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Wed April 22 -  Lacrosse
5:10 pm  Culver Academy vs Park Tudor | 2026 Girls Lacrosse | IndianaSRN
6:15 pm  Brownsburg vs Hamilton SE | Boys JV Lacrosse | Southeastern Sports
8:00 pm  Brownsburg vs Hamilton SE | Boys Varsity Lacrosse | Southeastern Sports

Thur April 23 -  Volleyball
5:55 pm  Westfield vs Fishers | Boys JV Volleyball | Fishers Sports Network
7:15 pm  7:15 pm  Westfield vs Fishers | Boys Varsity Volleyball | Fishers Sports Network

Fri April 24 -  Baseball \ Lacrosse
6:30 pm  Franklin Central vs Noblesville | HCC Baseball | HCTV Sports
7:15 pm  Olentangy Liberty vs Hamilton SE | Boys Lacrosse | Southeastern Sports

Sat April 25 -  Baseball \ Lacrosse
11:00 am Homestead vs Noblesville | Boys Varsity Lacrosse | Noblesville High School
1:00 pm Eastern vs Noblesville | 2026 Noblesville Baseball
2:15 pm  Twin Lakes  vs 2:15 pm  Twin Lakes  vs Hamilton SE | Baseball | Southeastern Sports Network

Mon April 27 -  Baseball
6:30 pm Carmel vs Noblesville | Baseball | HCTV Sports

Tues April 28 -  Softball
5:45 pm Fishers vs Hamilton SE  |  Softball | Southeastern Sports Network

Upcoming Broadcasts

Millers outlast Flashes in 
eight as Doane strikes out 17 

By CRAIG ADKINS
For The Reporter

Noblesville hit the road 
for the first game in their 
Hoosier Crossroads Confer-
ence series against Franklin 
Central on Thursday. 

Beckett Doane showed 
why he's an all-state candi-
date. Doane struck out 17 
Flashes, walked just three 
and didn't allow a hit in 6.2 
innings as the Millers out-
lasted Franklin Central in 
eight innings, 11-1.

Doane was in a zone 
on the mound. He struck 
out two in the first, three in 
the second and third, two 
in the fourth, three again 

in the fifth, another three in 
the sixth and his 17th in the 
seventh. 

Bases were loaded in the 
seventh when Zac Glander 
walked, scoring Jackson 
Graf for the 1-0 lead. FC 
scored on a wild pitch to 
send it to extras.

The Miller bats went 
off in the top of the eighth 
with 10 runs scoring to put 
the game pretty much out of 
reach.

Jalen Stidham was hit, 
followed by a Slade Hodges 
double. Brooks Riggs walked 
intentionally. Chris Martz 
doubled, scoring Stidham 
and Hodges. pinch runner Eli 
Hall scored on an error and 

Martz eventually scored on 
the same error for 5-1.

Ethan Clark and Aiden 
Reynolds singled. Then, 
Glander reached on an error 
by the center fielder, plating 
Reynolds. Glander moved 
to third on the same error, 
scoring Clark to make it 7-1.

Brooks Riggs lined a 
single to center to send 
Glander home for an 8-1 
count. Hodges drove in 
Riggs on a base hit to left to 
push it to 9-1. Garrett Dix-
on walked to load the bases 
with two outs. 

Martz’s second hit of the 
game sent a liner to right. 
Hodges and Stidham scored 
for an 11-1 advantage.

Brooks Muse sent the 
Flashes down in order in 
the home half of the eighth. 
Muse struck out two and the 
final batter grounded out to 
Reynolds at short to secure 
the road win.

Five players had multi-
hit games. Hodges led with 
a 3-for-5 night, two runs 
and an RBI. Martz topped 
a quartet of hitters with two 
and had four RBIs. Brooks 
Riggs, Clark and Aiden 
Reynolds also had two.

Noblesville (7-6, 4-1 
HCC) hosts Franklin Cen-
tral (5-7, 1-4 HCC) in the 
second game of the HCC se-
ries tonight at Dunker Field 
at 6:30 p.m.

We just really try to expand 
those A-Bs,” said Hoffman, 
a Wright State commit. “We 
did a pretty good job tonight 
getting (Owen Lukac) out 
pretty quick.”

Lukac, an Evansville 
commit, started the game 
and faced immediate resis-
tance. Westfield plated two 
runs in the top of the first 
and six more in the third 
with the bases loaded twice.

Lukac was forced to 
throw 25 pitches in the first 
inning and finished with 83 
in 3.0 frames with two walks 
(both to lead off the first), 
five strikeouts and seven 
earned runs on eight hits.

“They did a great job 
with two strikes tonight, and 
we didn’t do a good job with 
our approaches at the plate,” 
Fishers coach Matthew Cher-
ry said. “They were aggres-
sive and stayed on pitches. 
They were selfless in hitting 
the ball the other way and do-
ing what’s best for the team.”

Even with Wabash com-
mit Beck Jordan (.560, 15 
RBI) and senior Nick Fero 
(.294) recovering from inju-
ries, the Shamrocks strung 
together hits, including six 
in the third inning (four ex-

tra-base knocks) to lead 8-0.
“Every time someone 

hits a ball, it’s just like a 
smile on everyone’s face,” 
Hoffman said. “We call it a 
brotherhood here. It’s great. 
I love it.”

A wild pitch in the first 
scored Noble for the first 
run and an RBI single by 
senior Aiden Grabowski 
(1-for-3), an IU Wesleyan 
commit, drove in Hoffman 
to put Westfield ahead 2-0.

A bases-clearing three-
run triple by Novotney, an 
RBI double by senior Cade 
Defendis (1-for-3, RBI), an 
RBI double by Jessup and 
an RBI single by Noble 
highlighted the Shamrocks’ 
big third inning.

“They battled with two 
strikes and grinded out good 
at-bats and executed the 
plan well,” Westfield coach 
Ryan Bunnell said. “We’ve 
been on them – we’ve got to 
fight better with two strikes. 
That’s what happens when 
you spoil pitches.”

Lukac struck out a pair 
to end the third before the 
lefty’s night ended.

Westfield senior Corey 
Wilhelm, a Rose-Hulman 
commit, pitched 5.0 innings 

(66 pitches) for the win with 
five hits allowed, one un-
earned run and seven strike-
outs.

“That’s a good club. 
They didn’t play their best 
today, and we know that,” 
Bunnell said. “Corey was 
really good on the mound, 
which was a good thing for 
us. We were able to get him 
out early, so a great scenario 
to get him extra rest. He had 
to go in the mid-80s the last 
couple of times.”

A two-run fifth fueled 
by a two-run double and a 
five-run sixth capped by a 
two-run triple both by Hoff-
man set up the run-rule after 
Fishers cut it to 10-1 in the 
bottom of the fifth.

Junior Asher Nelson 
(2-for-2, 2 RBI) connected 
for RBI singles in the fifth 
and sixth for Fishers. Ju-
nior Carter Davis (2-for-2) 
logged his first hits of the 
season in the fifth and sixth, 
as Fishers turned to the 
bench for production.

Lukac (1-for-3) and ju-
nior Carter Strole (1-for-3, 
double) supplied two of the 
Tigers’ nine hits.

The series continues to-
day in Westfield at 6 p.m.

HCC
from Page 17

The REPORTER
The Noblesville girls 

track & field team host-
ed its own invitational on 
Wednesday.

The Millers won the 
team championship, scoring 
161.5 points. Westfield was 
the team runner-up, totaling 
129 points.

Noblesville claimed 
five individual events, in-
cluding two victories for 
Ainsley Meinerding. The 
sophomore won the 100 
dash (12.62 seconds) and 
the long jump (18 feet, 1.5 
inches). The Millers also 
won the 4x400 relay, with 
Gretchen Graham, Rylan 
Bell, Olivia Seefeldt and 
Alyssa Lahee clocking in at 
4 minutes, 3.25 seconds.

Noblesville dominated 
the throwing events, which 
helped put the Millers over 
the top. Nyla Young and 
Amelia Kring went 1-2 in 
the shot put, then reversed 
the order in the discus, with 
Kring winning and Young 
placing second. Young’s 
best shot put throw was 38 
feet, while Kring’s effort of 
135 feet, 3 inches won her 
the discus.

The Shamrocks won 
three events. Katelyn Eblen 
swept the hurdle events, tak-
ing the 100 hurdles in 15.29 
seconds and the 300 hurdles 
in 45.83 seconds. Jolie Mill-
er cleared 5 feet, 3 inches to 
win the high jump.

Complete county results 
follow.

4x800 relay: 2. Westfield 
(Ella Lidskin, Alivia Lozier, Gi-
anna Ferreri, Emma Pitney) 
9:42.46, 4. Noblesville (Gretch-
en Graham, Ansley Applegate, 
Nelani Render, Kate Mumaw) 
9:54.17.

100 hurdles: 1. Katelyn 
Eblen (W) 15.29, 3. Jenna 
Rhodes (W) 15.67, 6. Meredith 
Dyar (N) 17.11, 7. Eugenia Wil-
son (N) 17.12, 14. Eliza Spring-
er (N) 19.12.

100 dash: 1. Ainsley Mein-
erding (N) 12.62, 6. Alyssa 
Lahee (N) 13.16, 10. Melody 
Lowry (W) 13.36, 11. Aleigh 
Heavey (N) 13.41, 13. Addison 
Busch (W) 13.52, 17. Sophie 
Croft (W) 13.74.

1600 run: 5. Samantha 
Foster (W) 5:31.61, 6. Isabelle 
Salinas (N) 5:33.37, 10. Clau-

dia Southworth (W) 5:37.53, 
12. Haley Pitney (W) 5:43.14, 
13. Addison Scott (N) 5:47.10, 
14. Norah Mathes (N) 5:54.67.

4x100 relay: 2. Nobles-
ville (Tae Gates, Meinerding, 
Heavey, Lahee) 49.33, 3. 
Westfield (Izzy Brady, Ella Jen-
kins, LeAsia Warren, LeBraya 
Warren) 49.51.

400 dash: 2. Rylan Bell (N) 
59.39, 5. Lowry (W) 1:01.19, 6. 
Maggie Naas (W) 1:02.21, 12. 
Sophia Shields (N) 1:04.33, 14. 
Lia Ricke (W) 1:05.94, 17. Gi-
uliana Monroe (N) 1:06.60.

300 hurdles: 1. Eblen (W) 
45.83, 2. Rhodes (W) 46.29, 3. 
Busch (W) 47.66, 7. Dyar (N) 
50.45, 11. Olivia Seefeldt (N) 
51.54, 12. Wilson (N) 52.03.

800 run: 2. Jordyn 
Landrum (W) 2:19.18, 3. Mack-
enna Condon (W) 2:21.40, 5. 
Jenna Burns (W) 2:22.89, 6. 
Mumaw (N) 2:25.05, 7. Apple-
gate (N) 2:25.62.

200 dash: 1. Meinerding 
(N) 25.94, 4. Lahee (N) 27.38, 
6. Jenna Moulder (W) 27.74, 
7. Heavey (N) 27.77, 8. Jolie 
Miller (W) 28.02, 13. Anna Wo-
chomurka (W) 28.59.

3200 run: 4. Izzy McCull-
och (W) 12:04.91, 5. Carly 
Davis (W) 12:07.89, 6. Sam 
Plummer (W) 12:23.21, 16. Ol-
ivia Ozimek (N) 13:31.90.

4x400 relay: 1. Noblesville 
(Graham, Rylan Bell, Seefeldt, 
Lahee) 4:03.25, 2. Westfield 
(H. Pitney, Chloe Stuart, Naas, 
Landrum) 4:07.15.

High jump: 1. Miller (W) 
5-3, 3. Moulder (W) 5-0, 4. 
Eblen (W) 5-0, 6. Larissa Young 
(N) 4-10, T7. Aspen Rollins (N) 
4-8, T10. Elise Beckner (N) 4-8.

Pole vault: 2. Beckner (N) 
9-6, 3. Madyson Reeder (N) 
9-0, 5. Ava Uminski (N) 8-0, 9. 
Wochomurka (W) 8-0.

Long jump: 1. Meinerding 
(N) 18-1.5, 4. Bell (N) 16-1.5, 
6. Kinsey Hoopingarner (N) 15-
10.5, 14. Brady (W) 14-9, 15. 
Ricke (W) 14-7.5, 19. Croft (W) 
12-5.

Shot put: 1. Nyla Young 
(N) 38-0, 2. Amelia Kring (N) 
36-0, 4. Ava House (N) 33-5, 8. 
Zoe Burgei (W) 30-5, 13. Fiona 
Farrar (W) 29-5, 21. Akhelah 
Sargent (W) 21-11.

Discus: 1. Kring (N) 135-
3, Young (N) 125-7, 5. Macey 
Durr (N) 107-10, 10. Burgei (W) 
90-8, 11. Farrar (W) 90-5, 18. 
Sargent (W) 74-1.

Millers, Rocks finish
1-2 at Noblesville 
Girls Invitational

Track & Field

Royals, Hounds sail to victory
The REPORTER

Hamilton Southeastern 
sailed to a 12-0, five-inning 
win Thursday at Lawrence 
North.

The Royals scored three 
runs in the first inning, then 
added four in both the sec-
ond and third innings. Jay-
cee McCarter hit a grand 
slam in the third inning, part 
of a six-RBI night. McCar-
ter also hit a double. 

Madison Burlingame 
went 3-for-4, including a 
double and drove in three 
runs. Kaleah McCarter and 
Lilly Palmer both scored 
three runs. Kaleah McCar-
ter pitched three innings for 
the win, striking out four, 
while Jaycee McCarter 
threw the other two innings, 
tossing five strikeouts and 
allowing no hits.

Southeastern is 9-3 and 
plays at the Whiteland War-

rior Invitational on Satur-
day.

* * *
Carmel overcame an 

early deficit to beat Pendle-
ton Heights 12-3 Wednes-
day at Cherry Tree Softball 
Complex.

The Arabians blasted a 
three-run home run in the 
top of the first inning. The 
Greyhounds got a run back 
in the bottom of the inning: 
Jayden Kleiner hit a one-out 
double and was sent home 
by Chloe Junkersfeld’s left 
field double.

Carmel took control of 
the game in the second in-
ning by putting up five runs. 
Avery Klein led off with a 
triple, then Taylor Vietch 
was walked. Both runners 
scored on an Emily Proctor 
RBI fielder’s choice. Later, 
Ellie Goddard singled in 
Proctor and Megan Pike, 

then Kleiner scored on 
Junkersfield’s sacrifice fly. 
With that, the Hounds led 
6-3.

Pike singled in Klein 
for a third-inning run, then 
Winni Owens batted in 
Goddard in the fourth in-
ning. Carmel finished its 
scoring with four runs in the 
sixth inning: Riley Petrites 
drew a leadoff walk, then 
moved to third on Kleiner’s 
double. Lolah Pence came 
in to run for Petrites, and 
both she and Kleiner scored 
on Goddard’s single. Ow-
ens hit a center field homer, 
also scoring Goddard, who 
finished the game with four 
RBIs.

Chelsea Bennett pitched 
six innings for the win, 
striking out three.

Carmel is 8-6 and hosts 
its own Invitational, starting 
today.

* * *
Fishers lost to Yorktown 

5-0 in a Thursday home 
game.

Elizabeth Hammond 
had two hits for the Tigers, 
while Cate Summerfield 
and Kennedy Shockley 
both had one hit.

Fishers is 11-4 and plays 
at Hamilton Southeastern 
Tuesday in the Mudsock 
game.

* * *
Sheridan dropped a 

Wednesday game 19-9 in 
five innings against Delphi 
at home.

Ellie Eaton, Amiyah 
Doss and Makenzy Terry all 
had three hits for the Black-
hawks; Terry hit two dou-
bles while Eaton and Doss 
both hit one. Eaton finished 
the game with four RBIs.

Sheridan is 1-6 and 
plays Monday at Herron.

Softball

Royals, Hawks drop conference games
The REPORTER

Hamilton Southeastern 
dropped a 12-2, six-inning 
Hoosier Crossroads Confer-
ence game Thursday at Avon.

The Royals scored the 
game’s first run, with Parker 
O’Steen batting in Jackson 
Bixler in the first inning. 
But the Orioles put up eight 

runs in the fourth inning to 
take control of the game. 
Bixler stole home plate in 
the fifth inning for South-
eastern’s second run.

O’Steen finished with 

two hits.
The Royals are 4-2 in 

conference play and 9-4 
overall. Southeastern plays 
at Lapel on Saturday.

* * *

Sheridan fell to Delphi 
13-2 in a five-inning home 
Hoosier Heartland Confer-
ence game on Thursday.

Baseball

See Drop . . . Page 19
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https://www.hctv1.com/


	 Sports	 19

Friday, April 24
BASEBALL

Covenant Christian at Guerin Catholic, 5:30 p.m.
Fishers at Westfield, 6 p.m.

Franklin Central at Noblesville, 6:30 p.m.
Seton Catholic at University, 6 p.m.

BOYS LACROSSE
Fishers at Avon, 7 p.m.

Heritage Christian at Westfield, 7:30 p.m.
Olentangy Liberty (Ohio) at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m.

Crown Point at Guerin Catholic, TBA
SOFTBALL

Decatur Central at Guerin Catholic, 5:30 p.m.
Noblesville at Carmel Invitational, 5:30 p.m.
Westfield at Kokomo Tournament, 6 p.m.

Lawrence Central at Hamilton Heights, 7 p.m.
TRACK & FIELD

Carmel at Dennis McNulty Invitational, 5:30 p.m. at Warren Central
Fishers, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Westfield 

at Carmel Distance Showcase, 5:30 p.m.
Fishers, Hamilton Southeastern at Charlie Riley Invitational, 5:30 p.m. 

at North Central

Saturday, April 25
BASEBALL

Tipton at Sheridan, 10 a.m.
University at Liberty Christian, 10 a.m.

Hamilton Southeastern at Lapel, 10:30 a.m.
Fort Wayne Carroll at Carmel doubleheader, 11 a.m.

Twin Lakes at Fishers, 11 a.m.
Andrean at Westfield, noon

University at Anderson Prep Academy, noon
Eastern at Noblesville, 1 p.m.

Twin Lakes at Hamilton Southeastern, 2 p.m.
Andrean at Fishers, 5 p.m.

BOYS LACROSSE
Homestead at Noblesville, 11 a.m.

Olentangy Liberty (Ohio) at Carmel, 11 a.m.
Hamilton Southeastern at Culver Academies, 3 p.m.

GIRLS LACROSSE
Crown Point at Hamilton Southeastern, 11:15 a.m.

Westfield at Culver Academies, noon
Crown Point at Fishers, 2 p.m.

Westfield vs. Leo, 2 p.m. at Culver Academies
Guerin Catholic at Springboro (Ohio), TBA

GOLF
Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Southeastern, Westfield at Spring Showcase, 

8 a.m. at Sultan’s Run
Hamilton Heights at Westfield JV Invitational, 8:30 a.m. at Wood Wind

Guerin Catholic, Westfield at Lake Central Invitational, 10 a.m. at Sandy 
Pines

Carmel, Fishers, Hamilton Heights at Noblesville Bob Spacey Invitation-
al, 11 a.m. at Fox Prairie

SOFTBALL
Noblesville at Carmel Invitational, 9 a.m.
Westfield at Kokomo Invitational, 10 a.m.

Hamilton Southeastern at Whiteland Warrior Invitational, 11 a.m.
TENNIS

Fishers, Hamilton Southeastern, University at Park Tudor Invitational, 
8 a.m.

Guerin Catholic, Westfield at Carmel Invitational, 9 a.m.
Noblesville at Crawfordsville Athenian Boosters Invitational, 9 a.m.

Hamilton Heights at Pendleton Heights, 11 a.m.
TRACK & FIELD

Hamilton Heights, University at Guerin Catholic Invitational, 10 a.m.
UNIFIED TRACK

Carmel, Westfield at West Lafayette Invitational, 3 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL

Guerin Catholic at Noblesville Miller Invitational, 8 a.m.

Monday, April 27
BASEBALL

Sheridan at Frankton, 5:30 p.m.
Carmel at Noblesville, 6 p.m.

Hamilton Southeastern at Lawrence Central, 6 p.m.
Westfield at Center Grove, 6:30 p.m.

GIRLS LACROSSE
Brownsburg at Fishers, 7:15 p.m.

Carmel at Bishop Chatard, 7:30 p.m.
GOLF

Sheridan at Western Boone (with Clinton Prairie), 4:30 p.m.
University vs. Mooresville Christian Academy, 5 p.m. at Bluff Creek

SOFTBALL
Guerin Catholic at Warren Central, 5:30 p.m.

Hamilton Heights at Yorktown, 5:30 p.m.
Sheridan at Herron, 5:30 p.m.

New Palestine at Noblesville, 6 p.m.
TENNIS

Guerin Catholic at Hamilton Southeastern, 5:30 p.m.
UNIFIED TRACK

Fishers at Hamilton Southeastern, 5:15 p.m.
Lawrence Central at Noblesville, 5:30 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
Cardinal Ritter at University, 6 p.m.

Guerin Catholic at Westfield, 6:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

SPORTS SCHEDULE

Don't just ride the rails . . . Bike them!

NickelPlateExpress.com/railbike-rides

Forest Park 
Rail Adventure

An 8-mile round trip  
rail bike ride starting at  

Hobbs Station in Forest Park.
White River 

Family Cruise
Enjoy this short, scenic  

rail bike ride from  
Hobbs Station in Forest Park. 

Submitted by Hamilton 
Heights School Corp.

Hamilton Heights High 
School senior Tyler Comer 
has signed a national letter 
of intent to continue his ac-
ademic and athletic career 
with the Bethel University 
Pilots in Mishawaka, Ind. 
Bethel University com-
petes in the National As-
sociation of Intercollegiate 
Athletics (NAIA) and is a 
member of the Crossroads 
League. He is the son of 
Travis and Lisa Comer.

Comer, who wears #33 
and excels as a pitcher, has 
been dedicated to baseball 
since kindergarten. Known 
for his quiet determination 
and consistent work ethic, 
he has spent years finding 
extra time before and after 
school to refine his skills. 
His commitment was rec-
ognized early in his high 
school career when he 
earned the Husky Heart 
award as a freshman on the 
JV team.

Comer chose Bethel 
University for its tight‑knit 
community, strong rela-
tionships among players 

and coaches, and its faith-
based approach to academ-
ics and athletics. A faith-
ful Catholic who attends 
Sunday services, he felt an 
immediate connection to 
the values and culture of 
the campus. A student with 
a clear sense of purpose, 
Comer plans to major in 
Exercise Science at Beth-
el as he works toward his 
long-term goal of becom-
ing a physical therapist.

He credits his parents, 
friends, and coaches as 
the major influences in 
his development as both 
a student and an athlete, 
noting their steady support 
throughout his baseball 
journey.

“Tyler is a dedicat-
ed and driven individu-
al,” Head Baseball Coach 
Adam Hughes said. “He 
has worked the last four 
years on the field and in 
the classroom. He is just 
beginning to tap into his 
potential. His best baseball 
is ahead of him.”

Hamilton Heights Ath-
letic Director Kurt Ogden 
added, “Tyler has been 

passionate about baseball 
for a long time. He has 
worked tirelessly to im-
prove his game so it’s ex-

citing to see him earn this 
opportunity to play at the 
next level. We wish him 
well at Bethel University.”

Hamilton Heights’ Owen Robey 
commits to Eureka College

Submitted by Hamilton 
Heights School Corp.

Hamilton Heights senior 
Owen Robey is headed to 
Eureka, Ill., where he will 
continue his baseball career 
with the Eureka College 
Red Devils, an NCAA Di-
vision III program compet-
ing in the Northern Athlet-
ics Collegiate Conference 
(NACC). He is the son of 
Abby and Wade Robey.

A two-year varsity letter-
man, Robey, #10, contribut-
ed to the Huskies as a pitcher 
and infielder, earning a repu-
tation for consistency, work 
ethic, and leadership.

Robey chose Eureka 
College for its strong occu-
pational therapy program, 
which provides a clear path-
way toward medical school. 
His long-term goal is to be-
come an inpatient occupa-
tional therapist; a career he 
feels aligns with his strengths 
and desire to help others.

He credits his parents 
for their unwavering sup-
port and guidance through-
out his baseball journey.

“I’m very thankful for 
my coaches and excited to 
play baseball in college,” 
Robey said, acknowledging 
the role they played in his 
growth as both a student and 
an athlete.

Outside of sports, Robey 
has worked at Sullivan’s 
Hardware and 10 West, ex-
periences that helped him 
build responsibility and 
confidence.

“Owen is a joy to coach 
and has a high baseball IQ 
and understands the game 
as much as anyone,” Ham-
ilton Heights Head Baseball 
Coach Adam Hughes said. 
“He mixes pitches well and 
stays ahead in counts. Those 
attributes will help at the 
next level.”

Hamilton Heights Ath-
letic Director Kurt Ogden 
added, “We are extreme-
ly happy for Owen who 
has been passionate about 
baseball for a long time and 
worked very hard to im-
prove his game. Eureka Col-
lege is getting a solid player 
with a very high ceiling.”

Photo provided
Hamilton Heights senior Owen Robey has signed 
a letter of intent to play baseball for the Eureka 
College Red Devils in Eureka, Ill., this fall.

Hamilton Heights’ Tyler Comer signs 
to play baseball for Bethel University

Photo provided
Hamilton Heights senior Tyler Comer has signed 
a letter of intent to play baseball for the Bethel 
University Pilots in Mishawaka, Ind., this fall. 
Comer (seated) is pictured with (from left) Sophia 
Comer (little sister), Travis Comer (father), and 
Lisa Comer (mother).

After the first two in-
nings were scoreless, the 
Oracles scored nine runs 
in the third inning and add-
ed two more runs in the 
fourth and fifth. The Black-
hawks scored their runs in 
the third inning: Braelan 
Bochner tripled in Atticus 

Clayton, then scored on an 
error.

Bochner and Brayden 
Whisman each had one hit 
for Sheridan.

The Blackhawks are 
1-1 in the conference and 
4-6 overall. Sheridan hosts 
Tipton Saturday.
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