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Hamilton Heights Class of 
2029 is already lacing up and 
making strides with a fundrais-
er that’s equal parts creative, 
sustainable, and communi-
ty-powered.

The freshmen have of-
ficially launched their Shoe 
Drive Fundraiser, and they’re 
inviting families, neighbors, 
and local partners to jump in 
and help keep the momentum 
going.

Donate your gently used or 
new shoes and help the Class 
of 2029 raise money for future 
class activities, all while keep-
ing reusable materials out of 
landfills.

Every pair makes a dif-
ference. The more the shoes 
weigh, the more the class earns. 
All types of shoes are welcome 
– sneakers, athletic, sandals, 
boots, dance, dress shoes – as 
long as they’re in good condi-
tion and still wearable. Shoes 
will be repurposed or rehomed, 
giving them a second life and 
reducing waste.

This is a fundraiser that 

helps students and the planet – a 
win for the Heights community.

Bring your bagged pairs to 
any of these convenient loca-

tions: any HHSC School,	 A r -
cadia Christian Church, Cicero 
Christian Church, Remnant, or 
Beck’s Hybrids. For questions 

or more information, contact 
Caty Wiegman at cwiegman@
hhschuskies.org or (317) 984-
3551, ext. 1050.
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An inclusive 
community
March is Devel-

opmental Disabilities 
Awareness Month 
and was established 
in 1987 by President 
Ronald Reagan. The 
purpose is to foster 
inclusion and high-
light the contributions 
of people with devel-
opmental disabilities. 
The hope is that it will 
break down barriers and ensure equal op-
portunities in education, employment, and 
daily life.

I had the opportunity to support the de-
velopmentally disabled community in few 
amazing ways this month. 

First, I partnered with the City of No-
blesville, to take part in a Public Service 
Announcement for our city. The point of the 
PSA was to highlight Noblesville’s com-
mitment to make our community a thriving 
place for all abilities. I, along with a few 
others, participated by uniting our voices 
with an honest and encouraging message. 

Next, I had the opportunity to attend the 
Fishers Arts Council’s Disability Aware-
ness Exhibition. It was a lively event where 
I was able to connect with people in the 
disabled community and enjoy their art that 
hung on the walls throughout the Fishers 
Art Center Gallery. There were some real-
ly moving pieces in the exhibit illustrating 
life with a disability. It is mind blowing how 
one piece of art can take you to so many 
introspective places.

Last week, I went to an event hosted 
by Noblesville’s Advisory Council on Dis-
abilities. They hosted Disability Awareness 
Trivia Night at the Hamilton East Public Li-
brary. My son and his girlfriend were home 
from college for spring break, and they 
joined in on the fun with my husband and 
I, representing Team Humbly Courageous. I 
am proud to say we were the winning team! 
It was a group effort, and we all agreed that 
while we did collectively know a lot of the 
answers, there were many things we learned 
about various disabilities that night.

One of the important things that events 
like these remind us of, is that it should not 
be an “us versus them” mentality in our 
community. The disabled community is not 
a separate community, but rather part of the 
community as a whole.

Although we cannot separate from our 
disabilities, not everything we do is about 
disability. Yet the fact that we are disabled 
inescapably shapes us.

I think my disability does define me in 
more ways than not, but that is not a terrible 
and sad thing. In many ways, it is a chance 
for me to highlight my strengths within my 
own community. Educating others on this 
very thing. The more we can see disability 
as a way someone is created beyond their 
control, just as your eye color is, the more 
we can start integrating disabled people into 
our communities.

Of course, not everyone who is disabled 
is born with their disability. Many people be-
come disabled during their lifetime which is 
another great reason to educate yourself. You 
never know when you or someone you love 
will need the accessibility and inclusion that 
many disabled advocates tirelessly fight for.

Inclusion requires conscious effort. To 
learn from others, we must listen to gain 
deeper understanding. Attending commu-
nity events and taking the time to learn 
about others can shape our perspectives and 
broaden our knowledge.

Diversity is what makes communities 
interesting and promotes learning. Imag-
ine how boring it would be if we are all the 
same. How stagnant that would become. 

AMY SHINNEMAN
Disability in the City

COLUMNIST

Hamilton County Tourism, Inc. 
wins four Indiana Tourism Awards
Organization recognized for excellence in marketing & sports
The REPORTER

The Indiana Tourism As-
sociation (ITA) presented Ham-
ilton County Tourism with four 
Indiana Tourism Awards during 
its 2026 conference in India-
napolis. A panel of out-of-state 
judges selected winners based on 
creativity, innovation, and max-
imization of budget. A total of 
141 entries were received across 
30 categories.   

First, Hamilton County Tour-
ism won Best Culinary-Focused 
Marketing Campaign for Around 
the Table. This digital initiative 
featured video spotlights of lo-
cal restaurants and received over 

one million 
impressions 
during the 
m o n t h l o n g 
m a r k e t i n g 
push to pro-
mote Hamil-
ton County’s 
growing culinary scene. 

The HamCo Hubway re-
ceived recognition for Best 
Digital Marketing Campaign. 
The trail-focused campaign 
drove measurable visitation 
growth, boosting overall trail use 
and contributing to more than 
300,000 attributable visits.

Next, the Visit Hamilton 

County web-
site won Best 
Website for 
its success in 
design, inter-
activity and 
c o p y w r i t -
ing, among 

other attributes. The refreshed 
website saw a 16.7 percent year-
over-year increase in new users, 
demonstrating a growing aware-
ness of Hamilton County as a 
destination.

Finally, Hamilton County 
Sports Authority secured the 
award for Best Event for hosting 
LIV Golf Indianapolis and sup-

porting its success at The Club at 
Chatham Hills in August 2025. 
This event set an attendance 
record for LIV Golf’s United 
States tournaments. 

“Earning four Indiana Tour-
ism Awards is a true honor, espe-
cially among such a talented and 
competitive field of entries,” said 
Todd Bolster, Hamilton County 
Tourism Executive Vice Pres-
ident of Marketing, Sales and 
Sport. “These recognitions re-
flect the creativity and dedication 
of our entire team. We're proud 
of what we've built, and even 
prouder to bring attention to our 
communities at the state level.”

Attention
tennis fans!
The City 

of Noblesville 
announced that 
the internation-
ally renowned 
Mouratoglou 
Tennis Center 
will open an 
academy near 
Noblesville’s Innovation Mile.

Read the full story on Page 9 in today’s 
edition.

Photo provided by Hamilton Heights School Corporation 
Freshmen from the Class of 2029 proudly hold up donated shoes as they rally the 
community to join their creative, sustainable Shoe Drive Fundraiser. (From left) Iain 
Van Elk, Adler Effing, Reagan Van Kirk, Stella Hartwick, and Mazie Morrison.

Well-shod for a good cause

Hamilton County Leadership Academy 
applications now open for 2027 season
By DUBBIE BUCKLER
Carmel Rotary Club Board

Hamilton County Leader-
ship Academy Executive Di-
rector Maria Kanger addressed 
Carmel Rotarians at their March 
20 meeting about the Hamilton 
County Leadership Academy 
(HCLA). She ex-
plained its purpose 
and the application 
process.

Kanger shared 
that the HCLA was 
established in 1991 to 
develop a pool of knowledgeable commu-
nity leaders to apply their skills to gov-
ernment, business, and civic activities and 
positively shape the future of Hamilton 
County. The HCLA was developed by 
the Noblesville Chamber and the Carm-
el-Clay Chamber of Commerce. HCLA’s 
mission is to educate and inspire lead-
ership to create a positive impact in our 
community. Funding is provided by par-
ticipant tuition fees, contributions from 
local governmental entities and corpora-
tions, grants, and private donations.

Kanger explained that each year the 
HCLA selects a cohort of leaders to com-
plete a comprehensive, 10-month curricu-
lum exploring local issues. After complet-
ing the program, graduates are prepared to 
assume active roles in addressing critical 
issues facing Hamilton County.

Eligible applicants must 
reside or work in Hamilton 
County; share a desire to gain a 
deeper understanding of Ham-
ilton County trends, operations, 
and services to the community; 
demonstrate a record of lead-
ership both professionally and 
through volunteerism in the 

community; have the 
opportunity and pas-
sion to significantly 
influence issues fac-
ing our community; 
articulate the impact 
they hope to make 

in Hamilton County due to their HCLA 
participation; be able to commit to the 
attendance and time requirements of 
a monthly class experience from 8:20 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. one time a month from 
September to May (missing no more 
than two classes) and mandatory atten-
dance at a two-day opening retreat in 
August and a two-day overnight closing 
retreat in June; invest in their leadership 
journey and have the ability to pay the 
$2,250 program tuition; and be eager to 
learn, network, and engage with peers 
across Hamilton County. Cohort mem-
bers must arrive on time and stay until 
sessions adjourn.

If these requirements are not met, this 
could jeopardize the member’s matricu-
lation to graduation and grant of alumni 
status.

Kanger announced that applications 
for the 2027 HCLA are now open. Ap-
plicants can go to HCLA.net for the 
application and instructions. Tuition for 
HCLA is $2,250 and may be paid by the 
class member, their employer, or a spon-
sor supporting the class member. Limited 
scholarships are available, and applicants 
should state their interest and need in the 
HCLA application.

Kanger emphasized that the class size 
is limited and the selection of participants 
is highly competitive. She commended 
the many Rotarians who are HCLA alums 
and those who support HCLA. 

Photo provided
HCLA Executive Director spoke 
with Carmel Rotarians at their most 
recent meeting.
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Heights students collect shoes to raise funds & reduce waste
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317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday

1/2 Price Bottles of 
Wine On Wednesdays

Reservations Recommended 

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Kirby Brothers Plumbing
65 Years of Experience

Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Well Services

All Types Of Plumbing Needs
Owner: David Kirby

Call: 765-481-6810 
Email: kirbybros1@gmail.com

Business cards

I encourage you to sup-
port our community mem-
bers with disabilities. There 
is a lot to learn from people 
who live daily life persever-
ing against constant hard-
ship. I think what you will 
find is that the hardship is 
not the focus, but rather the 
consistent, bold effort that 
surrounds the hardship is 
what stands out.

I am encouraged by 
Hamilton County’s efforts 
to move forward to make 
our county an inclusive 

place for all. Small, inten-
tional steps pave the way to 
lasting change.

Until next time…
Amy Shinneman is a for-

mer National Ambassador 
for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, disability blog-
ger, freelance writer, wife, 
and mom of two boys. She is 
the recipient of the Report-
er’s Winter 2025 Ink-Stained 
Wretch award. You can find 
her blog at humblycoura-
geous.com and reach her on 
Instagram @ashinneman. 

Inclusive
from Page 1

Main Street Zionsville launches ‘Charming 
on Purpose’ to celebrate local businesses

Submitted
The charm of Zionsville 

isn’t accidental. It’s built, 
brick by brick, by the peo-
ple behind its small busi-
nesses and the experiences 
they create. Now, Main 
Street Zionsville (MSZ) is 
putting those stories front 
and center with the launch 
of its new Charming on 
Purpose initiative. 

Charming on Purpose is 
set to shine a spotlight on 
the unique character, busi-
nesses, and experiences that 
define MSZ. The initiative 
aims to capture the heart 
of the district by telling au-
thentic stories, highlighting 
local entrepreneurs, and in-
viting visitors to experience 
the charm that makes Main 
Street a beloved destination. 

Building on its first year 
as an officially designated 
Indiana Main Street com-
munity, the organization is 
entering a new phase fo-
cused on long-term growth, 
economic vitality, and pre-
serving the village’s historic 
character.

“Every brick and every 
business owner has a sto-
ry,” said Erica Carpenter, 
MSZ president and owner 
of Fivethirty Home. “Zions-
ville’s charm is an intention-
al choice made every day by 
the small business owners 
who invest their passion 
and their livelihood into this 
community. Charming on 
Purpose brings those stories 
to life.” 

The initiative highlights 
Zionsville’s iconic Main 
Street and the more than 175 
local businesses within the 
MSZ district. Through sto-
rytelling, events, and strate-
gic promotion, the campaign 
aims to strengthen connec-
tions between visitors, resi-
dents, and the people behind 
the storefronts. 

MSZ received grant 
funding from Discover 
Boone County to support 
marketing, storytelling, and 
visitor engagement efforts 
tied to the campaign. This 
investment complements 

ongoing public and private 
improvements to buildings, 
infrastructure, and the over-
all Main Street experience. 

“Our business own-
ers are a large part of what 
makes the Main Street Zi-
onsville experience so spe-
cial,” said Jason Plunkett, 
Zionsville Town Council 
president. “They choose Zi-
onsville not just as a place 
to operate, but as a place to 
build something meaning-
ful. That level of care shines 
through every day and 
during special events.” 

To celebrate the launch, 

MSZ will host a series 
of events throughout the 
coming months, inviting 
the public to experience 
the Charming on Purpose 
spirit firsthand. Event de-
tails and additional stories 
will be shared at Main-
StreetZionsville.org and 
on Facebook and Instagram 
@MainStreetZionsville.
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LIBRARY PATIO
w/ SMART PERGOLA 

+/- 1710 sf
- rubber playground surfacing 

over concrete pad
- storytime space for 100-125 kids
-class space for up to 40-60 kids

Drinking Fountain
- bottle filler 

- ADA fountain
- hose bib connection

-dog bowl

Landscape 
Gravel

Concrete Edge

Proposed 
Planting Bed (Typ.)

Gas Line
- keep structure 

footers 4-5’ away

Smart Pergola
25’ x 40’

Smart Pergola
25’ x 20’

TOWNSHIP PATIO
w/ SMART PERGOLA

-rubber playground surfacing
+/- 975 sf

- storytime space for 50-70 kids
- class space for 20-30 kids
- yoga class; 12-15 adults

LUNCH PATIO
w/ SHADE SAIL

- concrete patio +/- 340sf
- space for 2 tables, 1 trash

Bubbling Boulder 
Water Feature in 
decorative stone

Shade Sail
25’x15’

-2 post cantilever
-Hip roof

Existing Parking Lot

Existing Landscaping

Building Setback Line

Park Street

Existing Landscaping

Trustee Offices

2nd Floor 
Roof Patio

access

2nd Floor: Study Rooms
1st Floor: Children / Tween

Public Library

access

window

w
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w

window

w
w

w

w ww w

“Line Up” 
space

Bubbling Boulder in 
decorative stone

Graphic provided
The project is expected to be finished by the end of this summer.

Westfield Washington Public Library
& Township launch landscaping project
Plan to add outdoor event & program space by Summer 2026
The REPORTER

The Westfield Washing-
ton Public Library (WWPL) 
and Westfield Washington 
Township (WWT) have of-
ficially kicked off a major 
landscaping project as part 
of the final phase of their 
building project.

Once complete, the out-
door activity space will fea-
ture two shaded structures, 
reading nooks, ADA-ac-
cessible tables, drinking 
fountains, several water 
features, and fresh land-
scaping.

“This outdoor space is 

the final piece of our new 
library’s plan,” WWPL 
Executive Director Sheryl 
Sollars said. “It will expand 
our programming possibil-
ities in such exciting ways 
– from story times under 
the shade structures to 
family activities and sum-
mer learning events. And 
the best part is patrons can 
watch the progress through 
the library’s many windows 
and outdoor patios.”

The WWT office, locat-
ed on the west side of the 
shared library building, is 
equally eager to see the 

new green space 
take shape.

“This open 
lawn area will 
give us a beauti-
ful, flexible space 
for township and 
library events 
alike,” WWT 
Trustee Jamie 
Goetz Mills said. 
“It will be a place 
where residents of all ages 
can come together to learn, 
celebrate, and connect. 
We’re especially excited to 
use it for our summer camps 
and youth programs.”

The project was de-
signed by Mader Design 
and will be executed by KD 
Landscaping. Construction 
is set to begin soon, with 
completion expected by the 
end of summer.

Goetz MillsSollars

Accurate. Balanced.
You’re reading

The Reporter

Photo provided by Main Street Zionsville
From 4 to 8 p.m. April 9, stroll the Main Street Zionsville district, step into 
welcoming shops and experience treats, specials, and surprises along the 
way. Each shop offers its own unique touch, creating a perfect night out 
with friends. Sponsored by Duke Energy and Angstadt/Lindsay.
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The REPORTER
The American Water 

Charitable Foundation, a 
philanthropic non-profit 
organization established by 
American Water, the largest 
regulated water and waste-
water utility company in the 
U.S., and Indiana American 
Water, announced Tuesday, 
March 24 that the Founda-
tion has awarded a $10,000 
State Strategic Impact Grant 
to the Sheridan Events 
Committee. The grant will 
support community events 
that bring residents together 
and preserve long-standing 
local traditions.

Additionally, a $1,000 
grant was awarded to Sher-
idan Main Street, Inc., to 
help enhance downtown 
Sheridan’s historic charac-
ter and strengthen its role 
as a center of community 
activity. Both grants were 
presented during the Town 
of Sheridan’s City Council 
meeting on March 17.

The funding will help 
enrich Sheridan’s com-
munity life by supporting 
events and programs that 
foster civic pride, celebrate 
local heritage, and create 
welcoming spaces for resi-
dents and visitors alike.

“Everything we do is for 
the community of Sheridan 
and the surrounding areas 
in Hamilton County. These 
donations help us organize 
our events and spread the 

word to those who want 
to take part,” said Carol 
Williamson, President of 
the Sheridan Events Com-
mittee. “This year, we’re 
super excited to celebrate 
the 250th anniversary of 
the signing of the Declara-
tion of Independence, and 
Sheridan is ready to do it 
up right. Our community 
loves the parade, the tradi-
tions, and of course – the 
fireworks!”

“Indiana American Wa-
ter is grateful for the oppor-
tunity to support the Sher-
idan community. Through 
the American Water Char-
itable Foundation, we are 

honored to award grants to 
the Sheridan Events Com-
mittee and Sheridan Main 
Street in recognition of the 
meaningful work they do to 
strengthen this communi-
ty,” said Joel Reuter, Man-
ager of External Affairs at 
Indiana American Water. 
“We value our partnership 
with Sheridan and look for-
ward to continuing to work 
together to meet future 
community needs.”

The State Strategic Im-
pact grant is part of the 2026 
Keep Communities Flowing 
Grant Program, focusing on 
three pillars of giving: Wa-
ter, People, and Communi-

ties. State Strategic Impact 
grants support high-impact 
projects and initiatives 
throughout American Wa-
ter’s national footprint.

“The American Water 
Charitable Foundation is 
pleased to support organi-
zations that help strengthen 
Sheridan’s sense of commu-
nity,” said Carrie Williams, 
President of the American 
Water Charitable Founda-
tion. “Through these grants, 
we look forward to helping 
preserve cherished local 
traditions, enhance shared 
community spaces, and 
foster opportunities for res-
idents and visitors to come 
together.”

Learn more about the 
American Water Charitable 
Foundation here.
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  APRIL 24th & 25th, 2026
Friday and Saturday

GUARANTEED:
Over $25,000 in Prizes!

ENTRY:  
$135 Cash at the Door

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS:

Receive a discount on your Buy-in  
for reserving your seat early. Details  
and registration at lionspoker.org.

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO CHARITY

WHERE: 
Hamilton County Fairgrounds   
2000 Pleasant St. Noblesville, IN

Approved by the state of Indiana Charity Gaming Division Permit #011908

EXCITING AWARDS
“Tournament Champion” 
Medallion

2-9 Place  
Silver FinalistMedallion

Letter to the Editor

National Vietnam War 
Veterans Day is March 29

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter 

will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
On behalf of Horseshoe Prairie Chapter, National 

Society Daughters of the American Revolution, we 
would like to remind readers that throughout this year, 
and especially on National Vietnam War Veterans Day 
on March 29, a special focus is spent on reaching Viet-
nam veterans in private or public senior care facilities; 
specifically, those who may be challenged to attend 
public events honoring their service.

The positive impact of seeking out and honoring 
these men and women, and their families, has proven 
immeasurable for those reached thus far.

National Vietnam War Veterans Day joins six other 
military-centric national observances codified in Title 
4 §6 of the United States Code, among them Memori-
al Day, Independence Day, and Veterans Day. You can 
find out more by visiting vietnamwar50th.com.

In observance of Women’s History Month, we 
would like to remind readers that approximately 7,000 
to 11,000 American women served as nurses during 
the Vietnam War, often working in combat zones, field 
hospitals, and on hospital ships. Known as “Angels in 
Fatigues” they managed, under fire, high-volume trau-
ma care, amputations, and severe infections, with most 
serving with the Army Nurse Corp.

March 29 was chosen as National Vietnam War 
Veterans Day because on March 29, 1973, Military As-
sistance Command, Vietnam (MACV) was disbanded 
and the last U.S. combat troops departed the Republic 
of Vietnam. Approximately 2.7 million American per-
sonnel served in uniform in Vietnam, representing 9.7 
percent of their generation, with over 58,000 deaths and 
over 1,500 still unaccounted for. As of 2024 to 2026, an 
estimated 5.2 to 7 million Vietnam-era veterans are still 
living. The median age for these veterans is about 71, 
with 300 to 500 passing daily.1

As DAR members remember and salute all military 
veterans of the wars and conflicts facing our country 
for 250 years, we pay particular homage at this time 
to our Vietnam veterans – those who served in combat 
and those who served globally, supporting those troops. 
As descendants of those who both fought the tyranny 
of government and those who supported them, we say 
a deep and heartfelt thank you to all our Vietnam veter-
ans. As we now know, their “welcome home” was any-
thing but welcome.

When you see them, you know them – by their hats, 
shirts, pins, license plates – share your gratitude. Who 
knows; as their initial homecoming was in many cases 
unwelcome, yours may be the first thank you they have 
received.

1 RedWarriors.US
Sharon McMahon
Past Regent
Horseshoe Prairie Chapter, NSDAR

Photos provided by Allison Waitt
On Monday, March 23, Sheridan High School welcomed State Representative Hunter Smith to 
speak with students. Smith, who serves District 24 and is a former Indianapolis Colts Super Bowl 
champion, took time to speak with students, share his experiences, and tour the facilities. His 
unique path journeys from professional athletics to public service, business, and farming. He 
gave students valuable insight into leadership and perseverance. Thank you, State Rep. Smith, 
for visiting and investing in the future of the Blackhawks.

State Rep. Hunter Smith visits 
Sheridan Community Schools

American Water Charitable Foundation
supports Sheridan’s traditions & celebrations

Photo provided
Members of Indiana American Water’s Sheridan Operations were joined by 
the Sheridan Events Committee, Sheridan Downtown Inc., and the Sheridan 
City Council took part in a grant presentation during the Council’s regular 
meeting on Tuesday, March 17.

Thank you for reading The Reporter!

https://www.amwater.com/awcfgrants
https://givebutter.com/2025-hope-bingo-challenge-event-copy-7rmuqo
https://lionspoker.org/
https://swensonforjudge.com/
http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/
http://redwarriors.us/
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By GARRETT BERGQUIST
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Indiana’s utility regu-
lator chair said Tuesday he 
wants more comprehensive 
plans from utility providers 
to provide relief to ratepay-
ers.

The Indiana Utility 
Regulatory Commission 
(IURC) took hours of tes-
timony from each of the 
state’s five largest inves-
tor-owned utilities: AES In-
diana, Duke Energy, NIPS-
CO, Indiana & Michigan 
Power, and CenterPoint 
Energy. The commission-
ers focused on affordability 
for ratepayers, specifically 
residential customers.

Company leaders for 
AES Indiana and Duke En-
ergy both said they already 
have programs in place to 
help customers lower their 
utility bills. AES Indi-
ana President Brandi Da-
vis-Handy said AES offers 
home energy assessments 
and weatherization ser-
vices at no cost for qualify-
ing customers and distrib-
utes energy-saving items 
through partners including 
Gleaners and Midwest 
Food Banks. Duke Ener-
gy Indiana President Stan 
Pinegar said his company 
offers time-of-use accounts 
that provide discounts for 
doing household chores 
during off-peak hours.

IURC Chair Andy Zay, 
who was appointed to the 
job by Gov. Mike Braun in 
January after serving for 10 
years in the Indiana Senate, 
said what he heard from 
utility companies wasn’t 
much different from what 
they have already adver-

tised. He said he wants to 
hear more specific, imme-
diate relief plans.

“I’m not certain I’ve 
heard anything tangible 
[today] that is really go-
ing to hit Main Street and 
our ratepayers. And that 
concerns me,” Zay said. “I 
think there are some pro-
grams and some plans out 
there. I would like to see 
the utilities stretch a little 
bit more, make a commit-
ment, invest that to really 
make a difference with 
Hoosier ratepayers and 
Main Street.

AES officials came 
under especially heavy 
questioning regarding their 
company’s pending ac-
quisition by a consortium 
of investors led by Black-
Rock. Davis-Handy said 
the acquisition requires 
federal approval and would 
not be complete before late 
2026 or early 2027 at the 
earliest. She said the con-
sortium of buyers is com-
mitted to maintaining AES’ 
affordability commitments 
and would not pass the 
costs of the acquisition 
along to customers.

“I will tell you that they 
are long-term infrastructure 
investors,” she said. “And 
so that means, and I think 
that it is an important mo-
ment that we are in in the 
state of Indiana. This is not 
their first potential acquisi-
tion of a company that has 
investor-owned utilities.”

Rep. Cherrish Pryor, 
D-Indianapolis, who serves 
on the House Utilities 
Committee and was one 
of several state lawmakers 
who attended Tuesday’s 
hearing, said she doesn’t 

have much faith in that 
promise.

“They’re paying, what, 
$33 billion for this com-
pany? You don’t pay $33 
billion for a company and 
then say, I’m not going to 
recoup my costs,” she said. 
“How are they going to re-
coup their costs if ratepay-
ers aren’t paying more?”

Zay said he couldn’t 
say whether he believed 
that promise but added any 
concerns about the AES ac-
quisition would inform the 
questions commissioners 
ask moving forward. He 
said he was more optimis-
tic about utility companies’ 
assertion that data center 
developers will cover all 
of the costs associated with 
their facilities. So far, Zay 
said he has seen nothing 
to indicate utility compa-
nies are passing data center 
costs on to consumers.

In addition to Tues-
day’s hearing with utility 
companies, Zay said the 
commission will hold a se-
ries of 10 listening sessions 
throughout the state begin-
ning Thursday and running 
through April 22. Members 
of the public are invited to 
come talk to the commis-
sion about their experience 
with utility bills. In central 
Indiana, listening sessions 
will be held at Columbus 
City Hall on April 2, No-
blesville City Hall on April 
9, and the Ivy Tech Confer-
ence Center in Indianapolis 
on April 20. Those listen-
ing sessions all run from 6 
to 8 p.m.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/news/politics/
indiana-utility-relief-plans.

Reliable Energy issues statement 
on IURC’s investigative inquiry

Submitted
Reliable Energy, Inc. 

(REI) President Savannah 
Kerstiens issued the fol-
lowing statement follow-
ing Tuesday’s IURC Inves-
tigative Inquiry on energy 
affordability and Indiana’s 
investor-owned utilities.

“Affordability is es-
sential, and Reliable Ener-
gy commends Chair Zay, 
Counselor Gray, and the 
members of the Commis-
sion for today’s Investiga-
tive Inquiry into Indiana’s 
five investor-owned utili-
ties. A key part of afford-
ability and transparency 
is to scrutinize both past 
and future plans to retire 
existing generation during 
this time of scarcity, par-
ticularly as utilities them-
selves acknowledge rising 
demand and a rapidly ex-
panding customer base

“In particular, AES 
should have addressed 
the costs associated with 

converting its coal-fired 
units, assets that have not 
yet been fully paid off by 
ratepayers, to natural gas 
steam generation. This 
approach has been iden-
tified by MISO’s accred-
ited capacity framework 
as a loss of winter capac-
ity. At a time when af-
fordability and reliability 
are increasingly critical, 
shifting toward more ex-
pensive, lower-accredited 
resources raises serious 
concerns about system 
performance, resilience, 
and long-term costs for In-
diana ratepayers.

“By contrast, Reliable 
Energy appreciates Duke 
Energy’s more balanced 
and pragmatic approach. 
Duke acknowledged its 
decision to extend the life 
of the Gibson coal plant 
beyond 2032, citing re-
cent federal policy chang-
es and the resulting cost 
savings for customers as 

demand increases. The 
company also highlighted 
its compliance with Gov-
ernor Braun’s executive 
order to preserve in-state 
generation, including ex-
ploring the potential sale 
of the Cayuga coal plant 
to a third party under an 
agreement approved by 
the IURC in coordination 
with Reliable Energy.

“If successful, this ap-
proach could save rate-
payers close to 100 million 
dollars by avoiding dem-
olition costs, preserving 
Hoosier jobs at the facility, 
and maintaining critical in-
state generation capacity.

“Reliable Energy hopes 
the IURC will continue its 
efforts and prioritize the 
importance of maintain-
ing dispatchable, in-state 
generation resources and 
taking a thoughtful, reli-
ability-focused approach 
as Indiana works to meet 
growing energy demand 
while protecting afford-
ability for consumers.” 

About Reliable 
Energy, Inc.

Reliable Energy, Inc. 
is committed to ensur-
ing an abundant supply of 
available, affordable, and 
dependable energy in our 
great state of Indiana and 
nationwide. Learn more at 
ReliableEnergyInc.org.

Photo provided

Prepare to be amazed
The REPORTER

Family Series
Illusionist Rick Thomas
Saturday, April 4 at 8 p.m.

Payne & Mencias 
Palladium

In Mansion of Dreams, 
the crowning achievement 
of award-winning Master 
Illusionist Rick Thomas, 
stunning magic, extreme 
comedy, exquisite danc-

ers, and an inspiring story 
are woven into an amazing 
stage production.

Thomas has been fea-
tured many times on na-
tional television, includ-
ing NBC’s The World’s 
Greatest Magic, the CW’s 
Masters of Illusion and 
his own special on ABC. 
His career honors have in-
cluded the coveted “Magi-

cian of the Year” from the 
Academy of Magical Arts 
and magic’s highest rec-
ognition, “Illusionist of the 
World” at the World Magic 
Awards.

Now witness for your-
self the most intriguing, in-
novative, and mind-blowing 
grand illusions in the world 
with Mansion of Dreams.

Click here for tickets.

OneZone Business Action Committee
endorses Republican Speaker Todd Huston
Submitted

The OneZone Business 
Action Committee (Zone-
BAC) announces its en-
dorsement of Speaker Todd 
Huston for State Represen-
tative, District 37.

“Speaker Todd Huston 
has been a strong and con-
sistent advocate for Indi-
ana’s business community 
and economic growth,” 
OneZone Chamber Presi-
dent Jack Russell said. “His 
leadership at the Statehouse 
and his commitment to poli-
cies that support employers, 
workforce development, 
and thriving communities 
make him an outstanding 
choice for State Represen-
tative.”

State Rep. Todd Huston 
serves as Speaker of the 

Indiana House of 
Representatives 
and represents 
District 37. Un-
der his leadership, 
the Indiana House 
has advanced pol-
icies focused on 
economic growth, 
fiscal responsi-
bility, workforce 
development, and strength-
ening communities across 
the state. His collaborative 
approach and extensive ex-
perience continue to play 
a key role in shaping Indi-
ana’s business climate and 
long-term success.

The ZoneBAC is made 
up of OneZone Chamber 
members. Speaker Huston 
was previously endorsed 
by the committee and con-

tinues to demon-
strate strong 
leadership and a 
commitment to 
the business com-
munity. His track 
record and ongo-
ing engagement 
on issues impact-
ing employers 
and the regional 

economy made him a clear 
choice for endorsement.

ZoneBAC endorsement 
decisions are made by the 
committee using nonpar-
tisan criteria. Committee 
members review candidate 
information and determine 
which candidates to support 
based on their positions, 
qualifications, and commit-
ment to issues important to 
the business community.

Huston

Indiana regulators call 
utilities’ affordability 
programs insufficient

When weather is unpredictable, you can trust
Your Hometown Weatherman!

https://www.beholdthelamb.com/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/indiana-utility-relief-plans
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/indiana-utility-relief-plans
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/indiana-utility-relief-plans
https://reliableenergyinc.org/
https://thecenterpresents.org/rickthomas
http://paulpoteet.com


Submitted
DUCTZ of Noblesville 

has won the 2025 Tom Yac-
obellis Innovation Award 
at BELFOR Franchise 
Group’s annual convention. 
DUCTZ of Noblesville was 
established in 2008, and 
is owned and operated by 
Carlton Mills. 

Mills has been in the 
air duct cleaning industry 
for over 15 years, and has 
extensive experience lead-
ing businesses to success. 
He won the Tom Yacobel-
lis Innovation Award in 
recognition of his team’s 
commitment to delivering 
the best possible customer 
experience through open 
communication and trans-
parent pricing.

“This award means so 
much to me and my entire 
team, and serves as a re-
flection of all the hard work 
and dedication we’ve put 
into the business over the 
years,” Mills said. “A huge 
thank you to my team of in-
credible technicians, whose 
eagerness to always go 
above and beyond for our 
customers has truly set the 
business apart.”

Whether you’re in need 
of routine air duct cleaning, 
post-disaster HVAC resto-
ration, dryer vent cleaning, 
coil or exhaust cleaning, 
DUCTZ technicians pro-
vide solutions suited to the 
specific needs of homes 
and businesses. DUCTZ 
teams adhere to National 
Air Duct Cleaners Asso-
ciation (NADCA) and Air 
Conditioning Contractors 
of America (ACCA) stan-

dards. DUCTZ teams arrive 
with the necessary tools, 
techniques, and equipment 
to tailor services to each 
property’s specific needs.

“Carlton embodies the 
core values of the DUCTZ 
brand due to his unwaver-
ing commitment to raising 
the bar in the air duct clean-
ing industry,” said Tim Fa-
gan, Operations Support at 
DUCTZ. “Carlton and his 
team’s dedication to pro-
viding exceptional service 
has truly set their business 
apart. We’re delighted to 
see him win the Tom Yac-
obellis Innovation Award 
and look forward to seeing 
his continued success and 
growth as a top-performing 
franchise owner.”

DUCTZ has the add-
ed advantage of being part 
of the BELFOR Franchise 
Group family of brands. 
BELFOR Franchise Group 
is the world’s largest resi-
dential and commercial ser-
vices franchisor based on 
geographic footprint, and 
has over a decade of expe-
rience growing brands and 
helping entrepreneurs grow 
their businesses through 
industry-leading training, 
support and equipment, 
turnkey business models, 
and ongoing coaching and 
business development. 

To request a service from 
DUCTZ of Noblesville, call 
(317) 773-9831 or email 
carlton.mills@ductz.com.
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Reporter photos
The Northern Hamilton County GOP met Monday, March 23 at Greek’s Pizzeria of Sheridan. State 
Senator Jim Buck started the evening off with a legislative update. The crowd of 65 then heard 
the candidates for Sheridan Town Council – Garrett Gossard, Heidi Kienholz, Andrew Porterfield, 
Michael Foote, and Daniel Bragg – speak about their qualifications for Council. Sheriff’s candidates 
Dustin Dixon and John Lowes also spoke on their background and qualifications. The evening 
was completed hearing the judicial candidates speak about their qualifications: Chris Evans, Amy 
Summerfield, Chadwick Hill, Angela Swenson, Trampas Whalin, Danica Eyler, Christopher Barrows, 
Sarah Shields, and Paul Sweeney. Every candidate who spoke thanked their spouses for their 
support. (ABOVE LEFT) Cicero Town Councilwoman Emily Pearson and Noblesville Attorney Ray 
Adler. (ABOVE RIGHT) Judicial candidates Christopher Barrows, Angela Swenson, and Chris Evans.

Republicans flock north to 
hear from local candidates

Williams Creek Management appoints
Gus Mariscal as Installation Project Manager
The REPORTER

Plainfield-based Wil-
liams Creek Management, 
a leader in ecological resto-
ration and natural resource 
management, is proud to 
announce the strategic ad-
dition of Gus Mariscal as 
Installation Project Manag-
er for the Central Indiana 
Region. Mariscal brings 13 
years of industry experience 
and a deep-seated entrepre-
neurial spirit to the Williams 
Creek team. 

In his role as Installa-
tion Project Manager, Mari-
scal will be instrumental 
in delivering professional 

installation ser-
vices across both 
public and pri-
vate sectors. His 
leadership will 
support the firm’s 
commitment to 
Clean Water Act 
requirements and 
high-performance 
qual i ty-of- l i fe 
initiatives. With a focus on 
the long-term integration of 
natural and built systems, 
Mariscal will oversee the 
successful implementation 
of mitigation, restoration, 
and landscape projects that 
enhance wildlife habitats 

and create oppor-
tunities for pedes-
trian connectivity. 

“We are 
thrilled to wel-
come Gus to our 
Installation Di-
vision in Central 
Indiana,” said 
Neil Myers, Pres-
ident and CEO 

of Williams Creek. “With 
his strong background in 
managing complex outdoor 
improvements and his tech-
nical studies in construction 
management, he is perfectly 
positioned to ensure our cli-
ents’ projects are executed 

with the logistical precision 
and high-quality workman-
ship our brand represents.” 

Mariscal’s experience is 
rooted in over a decade of 
hands-on leadership. Prior 
to joining Williams Creek, 
he owned and operated a 
full-service landscaping 
company for more than 10 
years, managing all aspects 
of residential and commer-
cial improvements from 
initial estimation to on-site 
execution. His technical 
foundation includes studies 
in Design Technology at 
Ivy Tech and Construction 
Management at IUPUI. 

Mariscal

DUCTZ of Noblesville
earns Tom Yacobellis

Innovation Award

Spring into wellness with 
TTR Networking & friends
Submitted

Please plan to attend a 
day of wellness activities 
and networking with TTR 
Networking & Friends to 
kick off spring.

As the first buds of spring 
emerge, it’s the perfect time 
to renew your mind, body, 
and spirit. Join us for a vi-
brant Health & Wellness 
Fair from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Friday, March 27 at Anchor 
Health Chiropractic, 14300 
Mundy Drive, Suite 100, 
Noblesville. This uplifting 
event is all about embracing 
positivity, nurturing mental 
health, living in gratitude, 

fostering positive thinking, 
and celebrating holistic 
well-being in the fresh spirit 
of the season.

For everyone attending, 
explore booths filled with 
wellness wonders, connect 
with like-minded individ-
uals, and enter the exciting 
raffle at the end for prizes 
that spotlight and support 
several local businesses.

Let’s bloom together 
this spring … mark your 
calendars and spread the 
positive vibes! Who’s ready 
to spring into a healthier, 
happier you?

Click here to register.

mailto:carlton.mills%40ductz.com?subject=
http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
https://williamscreekmgt.com/
https://williamscreekmgt.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/spring-into-wellness-with-ttr-networking-friends-tickets-1982356839671
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Ball State president educates Carmel
Rotarians university’s successes

By DUBBIE BUCKLER
Carmel Rotary Club Board

Ball State Universi-
ty President Geoffrey S. 
Mearns, J.D., provided the 
Carmel Rotary Club an 
overview of BSU’s new 
strategic plan, Destination 
2040: Our Flight Path, that 
sets priorities across five 
key areas: undergraduate 
excellence, graduate educa-
tion and lifetime learning, 
community engagement 
and impact, scholarship and 
societal impact, and inclu-
siveness and institutional 
excellence.

Mearns informed Ro-
tarians about BSU’s many 
successes, its prestigious 
Carnegie Foundation clas-
sification, and its special 
oversight and leadership 
relationship with Muncie 
Community Schools.

He cited that BSU’s 
freshmen enrollment of 
3,700 has a median high 
school grade-point average 
of 3.57; 91 percent are In-
diana residents; 90 percent 
eligible for some type of fi-
nancial aid, with 46 percent 
eligible for a Pell grant; and 
29 percent are first-gener-
ation college students in 
their families. BSU has 
more than 270 undergradu-
ate and graduate academic 
programs, and boasts a 94 
percent career placement 
for BSU grads.

Under President 
Mearns’ leadership, BSU 
has increased alumni en-
gagement and fundraising, 
and sustained and expanded 
its enrollment, despite the 
adverse impact of the pan-
demic.

Conversely, Mearns 
cited a growing reality ad-
versely affecting the coun-
try: the alarming increase 
in the number of males age 
18 to 30 who are not en-
rolling in college nor seek-
ing employment. Reports 
about young adult males, 
including a recent one from 
the Sagamore Institute, 
cite declining male student 
GPAs, teen boys’ fixation 
on social media, decreased 
participation in sports and 
extracurricular activities, 
dramatic declining college 
enrollment and labor partic-
ipation rates, isolation, and 
increased male suicides.

“The great challenge is 
to reverse these disturbing 
trends with positive pro-

grams and mentoring for 
young men,” said Mearns. 
He commended Rotary for 
its many youth outreach 
programs.

President Mearns was 
proud to share that BSU has 
been named an “Opportuni-
ty College and University” 
by the Carnegie Classifica-
tion of Institutions of High-
er Education, recognizing 
the University as a national 
model for advancing stu-
dent success and long-term 
economic outcomes. Devel-
oped by the Carnegie Foun-
dation for the Advancement 
of Teaching and the Amer-
ican Council on Education, 
the classification evaluates 
institutions based on their 
ability to serve students 
from the communities 
they represent and on how 
alumni earnings compare to 
peers in their regional job 
markets.

In 2025, just 479 insti-
tutions – approximately 16 
percent of U.S. colleges and 
universities – earned this 
classification. Ball State is 
the only public institution 
in Indiana to receive this 
recognition, and one of 
just three Mid-American 
Conference institutions to 
be honored. The two cri-
teria are a) the institution 
must enroll students who 
represent demographics of 
region institution serves 
(“access”), and b) 2) Eight 
years after graduation, insti-
tution’s graduates must earn 
at least 50 percent more 
than non-college graduates 
in region (“earnings”). Also, 
BSU met the additional 
classifications as a Doctoral 
Institution with High Re-
search Activity (R2), one 
of only 27 in country; and 
a Community-Engaged In-
stitution – one of only 11 
in country meeting all three 
major classifications.

In 2025, for the first time 
in BSU’s athletic program 
history, the Ball State Cardi-
nals received the prestigious 
Mid-American Conference 
(MAC) Dr. Carol A. Cart-
wright Award for its pro-
gram excellence in academ-
ics, athletics, and citizenship 
during the 2024-25 school 

year. The Cartwright Award 
for overall excellence of a 
member institution's athlet-
ics department is presented 
annually to only one uni-
versity in the Mid-Ameri-
can Conference. A former 
competitive college athlete, 
President Mearns has been 
actively involved in NCAA 
governance many years and 
is chair of the Mid-Ameri-
can Council of Presidents. 

Rotarians were partic-
ularly impressed to learn 
of President Mearns and 
BSU’s unique innovative 
partnership with Mun-
cie Community Schools 
(MCS). In 2018, enacting 
new state legislation allow-
ing the state to take control 
over failing public school 
districts, then Governor 
Eric Holcomb requested 
President Mearns and BSU 
accept a unique role to take 
over, lead, and turn around 
the then-failing Mun-
cie Community Schools 
(MCS).

The results have been 
remarkable. Under BSU’s 
collaborative leadership and 
historic partnership with 
MCS, Muncie Schools have 
increased student atten-
dance; annually achieved a 
balanced operating budget; 
increased teacher compen-
sation by nearly 40 percent 
and more than doubled 
teacher and staff retention; 
invested heavily in MCS 
facilities; stabilized student 
enrollment; and dramat-
ically improved student 
outcomes in Kindergarten 
readiness, third-grade read-
ing, and high school grad-
uation. Mearns credited 
BSU’s relationship with the 
community for MCS’s re-
markable success.

Mearns also described 
BSU’s ambitious plan to 
revitalize “The Village,” the 
commercial district locat-
ed immediately adjacent to 
Ball State’s campus. With 
much community support 
and investment, plans in-
clude a new Performing 
Arts Center, Cantino Hotel, 
Center for Innovation and 
Collaboration, and enhanc-
ing the Village South stu-
dent residential area. 

Mearns became BSU 
President in May 2017, hav-
ing served five years as pres-
ident of Northern Kentucky 
University. Before becoming 
president of NKU, he served 
as dean of the law school and 
then as provost at Cleveland 
State University. Before his 
academia career, Mearns 
served several years as As-
sistant U.S. Attorney where 
he participated in the prose-
cution of several high-rank-
ing members of the Gambino 
organized crime family. He 
concluded his career with the 
U.S. Department of Justice 
as one of the principal trial 
lawyers in the prosecution 
of Terry Nichols, Timothy 
McVeigh’s conspirator in the 
Oklahoma City bombing. 

About Rotary Club 
of Carmel

The Rotary Club of Car-
mel, founded in 1972, reg-
ularly contributes to local 
community projects includ-
ing the Merciful H.E.L.P. 
Center, Crooked Creek Food 
Pantry, Meals on Wheels, 
Carmel Summer Lunch Pro-
gram, Trinity Free Clinic, 
and many others.

Carmel Rotary’s youth 
outreach includes Leader-
ship Connection, a lead-
ership skills development 
and scholarship program 
for Carmel area high school 
students; Interact, a Rota-
ry-sponsored service club 
for youth ages 12 to 18; and 
the Youth Exchange Pro-
gram, hosting foreign ex-
change students and spon-
soring Carmel High School 
students studying abroad.

Carmel Rotary proudly 
presents Carmel’s annual 
4th of July parade and cele-
bration, CarmelFest. Carmel 
Rotary is also involved in 
global service projects fo-
cused on Peace and Conflict 
Prevention/Resolution; Dis-
ease Prevention and Treat-
ment; Water and Sanitation, 
Maternal and Child Health; 
Basic Education and Litera-
cy, and Economic and Com-
munity Development. The 
longstanding primary goal 
of Rotary International is the 
eradication of polio on earth.

For more information 
visit CarmelRotary.com. 

Photos provided
(ABOVE LEFT) Ball State University President Mearns reviews campus 
improvements. (ABOVE RIGHT) Rotarian Tammy Haney, BSU President 
Mearns, and Rotarian and BSU alum Jay Brill, who introduced Mearns.

Photo by Rob Slaven / IndyGhostLight.com
(From left) Jo Bennett as Bessie, Sarah Eberhardt 
as Margaret, and Monya Wolf as Alice.

The Drown-
ing Girls, an ex-
traordinary script 
co-written by 
Daniela Vlaska-
lic, Beth Graham, 
and Charlie Tom-
linson, receives 
an extraordinary 
staging in director 
Molly Bellner's 
offering at Main 
Street Productions in West-
field.

The 2008 play deals 
with overlapping memories 
of three murdered wives 
wedded to a common hus-
band – one George Joseph 
Smith, who charmed the 
ladies off their feet, married 
them in short order and, af-
ter making sure he would 
benefit from their life insur-
ance and their wills, mur-
dered them in their bathtubs 
during the early 1910s in 
Britain. A sordid trio of re-
al-life crimes, to be sure, but 
as presented by Ms. Bellner 
and her wonderfully pre-
pared trio of actresses, the 
production is a compelling 
study of the sad mishaps as 
well as the state of wom-
anhood in that era. Each 
bride's story is slightly dif-
ferent, but all are based in 
the second-class citizenship 
the three felt and faced. 

The three ladies – Bes-
sie, played by Jo Bennett; 
Alice, portrayed by Monya 
Wolf; and Margaret, offered 
by Sarah Eberhardt – were 
all young women of their 
times, insecure without the 
assurances of marriage, 
frightened by the prospects 
of being a lonely maiden, 
and dreamily hopeful of 
finding the saving power 
of love. None could help 
but fall for Smith's well-
planned advances, thinking 
that their dream has finally 
been answered, and thereby 
throwing all cautions out 
the door. 

The play pres-
ents the story as 
if these three, 
united in death, 
can convey what 
happened direct-
ly to us – telling 
us and showing 
us all that they 
endured with no 
fourth wall pres-
ent. The device 

works tremendously well as 
they depict all the assorted 
characters in their tales and 
smoothly transition from 
one aspect of story-telling 
to the next. 

Ms. Bellner has crafted 
the action to be seamless 
with a heartbeat pace and 
not one wasted motion. The 
actresses move about with 
a confidence their charac-
ters never possessed, often 
tossing some mirth into 
the play, and never allow-
ing us to look away. They 
effortlessly blend together 
into a powerful ensemble, 
as hardly a line is separate 
from the next in the flow of 
their delivery. 

Ed Trout's simple, un-
cluttered three tub set con-
tributes to that flow and 
costumes by Cathie Morgan 
are remarkable – function-
ing well while either wet or 
dry. Eric Matters' lighting 
design helps to accentuate 
the changes of mood. 

Bottom line: Mrs. K’s 
reaction was “Community 
theatre at its best,” and I to-
tally agree. Something very 
special has been done here 
and I urge you to be sure to 
see it. Highly recommended! 

The Drowning Girls 
continues at Basile Westfield 
Playhouse through March 
29. Information about the 
schedule and reservations 
can be found at BasileWest-
fieldPlayhouse.org. 

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.

MSP’s The Drowning Girls is 
“community theatre at its best”

KEN KLINGENMEIER
A Seat on the Aisle

COLUMNIST

https://basilewestfieldplayhouse.org/
https://qtego.us/l/prevailfashion/tickets
https://carmelrotary.com/
http://indyghostlight.com/
http://www.basilewestfieldplayhouse.org/
http://www.basilewestfieldplayhouse.org/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
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Don't just ride the rails . . . Bike them!

NickelPlateExpress.com/railbike-rides

Forest Park 
Rail Adventure

An 8-mile round trip  
rail bike ride starting at  

Hobbs Station in Forest Park.
White River 

Family Cruise
Enjoy this short, scenic  

rail bike ride from  
Hobbs Station in Forest Park. 

Submitted
At the March meeting of 

the Altrusa Club of Hamil-
ton County, Emily Tolerson 
from the Hamilton County 
Department of Health gave 
a fabulous presentation to 
members and guests. She 
talked about how to prevent 
falling, a major health con-
cern for everyone although 
it needs more attention by 
elderly people. She present-
ed each person present with 
a bag of goodies containing 
essential products for senior 
citizens to use.

* * *
The President of Ham-

ilton County Altrusa, Pam 
Wesley, was joined by a 
prospective member of the 
club plus a member of the 
Indianapolis Altrusa Club to 
read stories to all classes at 
the Hamilton County Head 

Start center.
* * *

Our April meeting will 
be on April 13 at the Carmel 
MCL Restaurant & Bakery, 

1390 Keystone Way. Chari-
ty Ballow will speak about 
human trafficking.

If you are interested in 
attending this meeting or 

would like further informa-
tion about Hamilton County 
Altrusa club, please email 
sharon@justnotewort-
yevents.com.

Photos provided
(ABOVE LEFT) Altrusa Club President Pam Wesley and speaker Emily 
Tolerson from the Hamilton County Health Department. (ABOVE RIGHT, 
from left) Gloria White, Angie Gilbert, and Pam Wesley speak to one of the 
classes at Hamilton County Head Start center.

Altrusa Club welcomes Hamilton 
County Health Department’s

Emily Tolerson to March meeting

Submitted by Office of 
U.S. Senator Jim Banks

On Monday night, March 
23, Tyler’s Law, a bill in-
troduced in 2025 by Sen-
ator Jim Banks 
(R-Ind.) passed 
the Senate unani-
mously. This bill 
directs the U.S. 
Department of 
Health and Human 
Services (HHS) to 
provide hospitals 
with guidance on 
implementing fen-
tanyl testing in routine emer-
gency room drug screens.

The bill is named after 
Tyler Shamash, a teenager 
who died from a fentanyl 
poisoning after doctors failed 
to test for the drug when he 
was admitted to the emer-
gency room the previous day. 

“Too many families in In-
diana and across the country 
have lost loved ones to fen-
tanyl,” Sen. Banks said. “Ty-
ler’s Law will help prevent 
these tragedies by requiring 
ERs to screen for fentanyl so 
patients can get life-saving 
care faster. I’m grateful to 
Tyler’s mother Juli for lead-
ing this effort to make testing 
the national standard.”

Key provisions of 
Tyler’s Law

• Study Fentanyl Test-
ing – HHS would assess 
current hospital emergency 

department fen-
tanyl testing rates, 
costs, and bene-
fits.

• Provide 
Guidance – HHS 
would issue rec-
ommendat ions 
for routine fentan-
yl testing in hos-
pitals.

• Enhance 
Diagnosis & Treatment 
– The bill aims to improve 
fentanyl exposure diagnosis 
and guide prevention and 
treatment efforts.

Click here to read the 
full text of the bill.

Background
Senator Banks’ first 

Senate bill, the Countering 
Beijing’s Weaponization 
(CBW) of Fentanyl Act, 
seeks to amend the Chemi-
cal and Biological Weapons 
Control and Warfare Elim-
ination Act of 1991. The 
legislation would classify 
fentanyl and its precursors 
as chemical and biological 
weapons under U.S. law.

Banks

Banks’ Tyler’s Law passes 
United States Senate

Walker achieves 99 percent 
voting record in State Senate
Submitted by Office of 
State Sen. Kyle Walker

State Sen. Kyle Walker 
(R-Lawrence) achieved a 
99.3 percent voting record 
for the 2026 legislative ses-
sion. This record reflects 
Walker's stellar attendance 
during session. 

“I was elected by Sen-
ate District 31 to ensure 
their voices and opinions 
are heard at the Statehouse, 
and I take this responsibili-
ty seriously,” Walker said. 
“When voting on legislation 
that can impact the lives 
of my constituents, I work 
hard to make sure I am on 
the floor during votes and 
representing their opin-
ions.”

The following are just 
some of the new laws Walk-
er supported in the 2026 
session. 

Protect Indiana's 
foster youth

Senate Enrolled Act 
15 requires the Indiana 
Department of Child Ser-

vices to develop 
and update a state-
ment known as 
the Foster Youth 
Bill of Rights 
that describes the 
rights and respon-
sibilities of a fos-
ter youth to help 
them understand 
their rights and re-
ceive the support they need.

Prevent waste, 
fraud & abuse

Senate Enrolled Act 
1, Senate Republicans' top 
priority, will help prevent 
waste, fraud and abuse in 
Indiana's SNAP and Medic-
aid programs by increasing 
eligibility checks for public 
assistance programs. It also 
requires the state govern-
ment to verify the citizen-
ship or immigration sta-
tus of people applying for 
Medicaid and SNAP to help 
prevent illegal immigrants 
from claiming benefits and 
preserve the integrity of the 
program for the Hoosiers 

who need it most.
Improve public 

safety
Senate Joint 

Resolution 1 
seeks to amend 
Indiana's consti-
tution so judges 
can hold arrest-
ees without bail 
if there is no way 

to release them without 
threatening the safety of the 
public. While most states al-
ready allow judges to deny 
bail for dangerous suspects, 
current Indiana law only 
allows bail to be withheld 
in instances of murder and 
treason. Under Indiana's 
constitutional amendment 
process, Hoosier voters will 
have a chance to vote on 
SJR 1 on this November's 
ballot.

Senate Enrolled Act 
2 is a companion law that 
will guarantee all arrestees 
have legal protections like 
the right to an attorney at 
their bail hearing, the right 

to present evidence and the 
right to have their bail set in 
a timely manner.

Lower utility rates
House Enrolled Act 

1002 is the biggest change 
to Indiana's ratemaking 
process in over 100 years, 
changing from a fee-for-
service model to a perfor-
mance-based ratemaking 
model. HEA 1002 will 
ensure electric utilities 
promote affordability, pre-
dictable monthly bills, and 
reliable service by tying the 
amount utilities can collect 
to the quality of service they 
provide to customers.

Walker encourages 
constituents to contact him 
by filling out a Contact 
Me form online at Indi-
anaSenateRepublicans.
com/Kyle-Walker or by 
calling 800-382-9468.

State Sen. Kyle Walker 
(R-Lawrence) represents 
Senate District 31, which 
includes portions of Hamil-
ton and Marion counties. 

Walker

Young & colleagues’ resolution
honoring six fallen U.S. service 
members unanimously passes 

Submitted by Office of 
U.S. Senator Todd Young

The U.S. Senate unani-
mously passed a resolution 
introduced by Senator Todd 
Young (R-Ind.) 
and a group of 
senators honoring 
the service of six 
American heroes 
who paid the ul-
timate sacrifice in 
the loss of a U.S. 
KC-135 refueling 
aircraft over west-
ern Iraq while 
supporting Oper-
ation Epic Fury.

Senators Katie Britt 
(R-Ala.), Tommy Tuber-
ville (R-Ala.), Jim Banks 
(R-Ind.), Bernie More-
no (R-Ohio), Jon Husted 
(R-Ohio), and Tim Sheehy 
(R-Mont.) joined Young in 
introducing the resolution.

The resolution honors 
Captain Seth R. Koval of 
Mooresville, Ind.; Captain 
Curtis J. Angst of Wilming-
ton, Ohio; and Master Ser-
geant Tyler H. Simmons of 
Columbus, Ohio, who were 
members of the 121st Air 
Refueling Wing at Ricken-
backer Air National Guard 
Base based in Columbus, 
Ohio, and Major Alex Klin-
ner of Auburn, Ala.; Major 

Ariana G. Savino of Cov-
ington, Wash.; and Tech-
nical Sergeant Ashley B. 
Pruitt of Bardstown, Ky., 
who were members of the 

99th Refueling 
Squadron of the 
117th Air Refuel-
ing Wing located 
at Sumpter Smith 
Joint National 
Guard Base in 
Birmingham, Ala.

“We continue 
to mourn the loss 
of Hoosier Cap-
tain Seth Koval 

and the Airmen who per-
ished while bravely answer-
ing the call to serve,” Sen. 
Young said. “We will never 
forget the ultimate sacri-
fice these American heroes 
made and continue to pray 
for their loved ones.”

Last week, Senator 
Young joined President 
Donald Trump, Secre-
tary of War Pete Hegseth, 
Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff General 
John Caine, Speaker of the 
House Mike Johnson (R-
La.), and Senators Britt, 
Tuberville, Banks, More-
no, Husted, and Sheehy at 
Dover Air Force Base for 
the dignified transfer of the 
fallen service members.

Young

Celebrate Holy Week with free
choir & orchestral performance
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in-

vites everyone to a multi-denominational Holy Week 
musical celebration.

This choir and orchestral performance will take 
place from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Saturday, March 28, at the 
Pike Performing Arts Center, 6701 Zionsville Road, 
Indianapolis. Doors will open at 4 p.m.

This presentation brings together a multi-denom-
inational adult and youth choir and orchestra, small 
vocal ensembles, and a children’s choir in a powerful 
celebration of the life, sacrifice, and resurrection of Je-
sus Christ.

Reserve your free spot at this link … but hurry! 
Seats are going quickly.
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Today’s Bible Reading
The Budding of Aaron’s Staff

 The Lord said to Moses, “Put back Aaron’s staff 
in front of the ark of the covenant law, to be kept as 
a sign to the rebellious. This will put an end to their 
grumbling against me, so that they will not die.” 
Moses did just as the Lord commanded him.

The Israelites said to Moses, “We will die! We 
are lost, we are all lost! Anyone who even comes 
near the tabernacle of the Lord will die. Are we all 
going to die?”

Numbers 17:10-13 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

SOLD!SOLD!PENDING! SOLD! SOLD!
7389 E 209th Street

NOBLESVILLE 
11405 Haverstick Road

CARMEL
1307 Cliff View Drive

WESTFIELD

18826 Long  
Walk Lane

NOBLESVILLE

875 S 9th street
NOBLESVILLE

The Deakyne Team REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS“Speak 
to Deak!” www.speaktodeak.com

317.695.6032  Jennifer  | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer

Located in downtown 
Noblesville, this beautiful  

1912 Craftsman perfectly blends 
historic charm (original trim, 

staircase) with modern updates, 
including a remodeled kitchen, 

finished outbuilding, and  
fenced yard.

Listed at $430,000

Fantastic waterfront condo on 
Morse Reservoir’s secluded 
Waterscape side! 3BR/2BA, 
boat dock #104, fireplace, 
and deck offer year-round 
fun, relaxation, and scenic 

waterfront living with beaches 
and kayak storage.

Improved Price $484,900

This immaculate ranch in 
Carmel boasts hardwood 
floors, crown molding, a 

stone fireplace, and a relaxing 
sunroom. It sits on .37 

acres, a four-minute walk 
to Woodbrook Elementary. 

Spotless basement and garage.
Listed at $409,900

This 4BR/2.5BA home with a 
3-car garage offers a covered 

front porch overlooking a pond. 
Flexible living spaces, a 2-story 
great room with fireplace, and  
a spacious kitchen. Primary 

bedroom features  
a spa-like bath.

Improved Price $479,900 

This fantastic 4BR/3BA, nearly  
3,000 sq ft home in Woods  

at Prairie Crossing is situated 
on a quiet cul-de-sac. It  

offers a den, loft, and wooded 
views. It’s freshly updated and 

ready for new owners.
Improved Price  $379,900 
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Karen Lay
January 28, 1959 – February 11, 2026

With heavy hearts, we announce the passing of Karen 
Lay on February 11, 2026, at the age 
of 67.

Karen was born January 28, 1959, 
in Indianapolis, and raised in Sheridan. 
A proud graduate of Westfield High 
School’s Class of 1977, she was well-
known and well-loved as Little Miss 
Shamrock, the school’s spirited mascot.

In early adulthood, Karen moved 
to California, where she embraced a 

life of adventure. She made her first on screen appearance 
in Under the Rainbow and later achieved a cherished place 
in film history as an Ewok in Star Wars: Return of the Jedi. 
During her years in California, she also worked for the In-
ternal Revenue Service.

After returning to Indiana, Karen built a career as a 
Customer Service Representative with the Bureau of Motor 
Vehicles. She delighted in meeting people from all walks of 
life and was especially tickled when local celebrities came 
through her line – often exchanging autographs with them. 
Many people knew her simply as “the little person at the 
Nora License Branch,” a recognition that always brought a 
smile to her face.

Karen is survived by her sisters Debbie (Richard) 
Baugh, Michelle (Jim) Sexton, Donna Lay Proctor; her bo-
nus sister, Becky Rushing; and several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Rena and 
Lloyd Lay.

A celebration of Karen’s life will be held from 4 to 7 
p.m. Friday, March 27, 2026, at Kercheval Funeral Home, 
306 E. 10th St., Sheridan, with Pastor Chris Owens speak-
ing at 6 p.m.

Condolences: kerchevalfuneralhome.com

Meeting Notices
The Carmel Mayor’s Advisory Commission on Housing will meet at 9 

a.m. Thursday, March 26, 2026, in the Council Chambers on the second 
floor of Carmel City Hall, 1 Civic Square.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to 
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under

I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in 
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door 

Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

The Carmel Police Department Pension Board will meet in an executive 
session at 2:30 p.m. Monday, March 30, 2026, pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-
6.1(b)(7) for the discussion of records classi-fied as confidential by state 
or federal statute.

A regular meeting will follow at 2:35 p.m. or immediately after the ex-
ecutive session (whichever is later) in the Support Conference Room at 
Carmel Police Department Headquarters, 1000 S. Range Line Road.

TriCo Regional Sewer Utility will hold its monthly Budget and Finance 
Committee meeting at 7:30 a.m. Friday, March 27, 2026, at 7236 May-
flower Park Drive, Zionsville.

Russian citizen sentenced to federal
prison for hacking into U.S. companies
Submitted

Aleksei Volkov, 26, of 
St. Petersburg, Russia, has 
been sentenced to 81 months 
in federal prison for assisting 
major cybercrime groups, 
including the Yanluowang 
ransomware group, carry 
out numerous attacks against 
U.S. companies and other 
organizations.

Volkov facilitated doz-
ens of ransomware attacks 
throughout the United States, 
causing over $9 million in 
actual losses and over $24 
million in intended losses.

Volkov was indicted 
for this activity in both the 
Southern District of Indiana 
and Eastern District of Penn-
sylvania. Police in Rome, 
Italy arrested Volkov and he 
was extradited to the Unit-
ed States, where he pleaded 
guilty to unlawful transfer 
of a means of identification, 
trafficking in access infor-
mation, access device fraud, 
and aggravated identity 
theft; as well as two counts 
from the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania indictment, 
namely, conspiracy to com-
mit computer fraud and con-
spiracy to commit money 
laundering after the two cas-
es were consolidated in the 
Southern District of Indiana.

According to court doc-
uments, Volkov was an “ini-
tial access broker,” that is, 
a person who specializes in 
gaining unauthorized access 
to computer networks and 
systems of corporations and 
organizations and selling 
that access to other cyber 
threat actors such as ran-

somware groups. Volkov 
scoured computer networks 
and systems for vulnerabil-
ities, identified ways to ac-
cess those networks and sys-
tems without authorization, 
and sold that illicit access to 
conspirators who were also 
cybercriminals.

Volkov’s conspirators 
then infected computer 
networks and systems to 
which Volkov had given 
them access with malware. 
This malware encrypted the 
victims’ data and prevented 
the victims from accessing 
it, damaging their business 
operations. The conspira-
tors then demanded that the 
victims pay them a ransom 
in cryptocurrency – some-
times in the tens of millions 
of dollars – in exchange for 
restoring the victims’ access 
to the data and promising not 
to publicly disclose the hack 
or release victims’ stolen 
data on a “leak” website. In 
some cases, the victims paid 
the ransom and in others the 
conspirators posted the vic-
tims’ confidential data on the 
leak site. If the victims paid 
the ransom, Volkov received 
a share of the money.

As part of his plea, 
Volkov admitted that he and 
his co-conspirators hacked 
into numerous victims’ com-
puter networks, stole their 
data, deployed ransomware, 
demanded payment in cryp-
tocurrency to exchange for 
restoring access to the data, 
and divided the ransom pay-
ments among themselves. 
In fact, they demanded tens 
of millions of dollars in ran-

som and received millions. 
Volkov agreed to pay full 
restitution to victims includ-
ing at least $9,167,198.19 
to known victims to com-
pensate them for their actual 
losses as well as to forfeit 
equipment he used for his 
crimes.

“This case shows the 
strength and determina-
tion of our federal prosecu-
tors and partners to protect 
American companies from 
global cybercriminals. If you 
assist ransomware groups in 
targeting our businesses, we 
will use the vast resources 
of the federal government to 
ensure you face the full force 
of the United States justice 
system,” Tom Wheeler, U.S. 
Attorney for the Southern 
District of Indiana.

“This conviction sends 
a strong message: the FBI 
will relentlessly pursue cy-
bercriminals who target U.S. 
companies and consumers,” 
said FBI Indianapolis Spe-
cial Agent in Charge Tim-
othy J. O’Malley. “We are 
taking these criminals off 
the streets, disrupting global 
extortion networks, and de-
fending American business-
es and citizens from cyber 
threats.”

“The defendant in this 
case helped set in motion 
cybercrime attacks targeting 
dozens of U.S. companies 
and organizations, including 

ones by the notorious Yanlu-
owang ransomware group,” 
said Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral A. Tysen Duva of the 
Justice Department’s Crim-
inal Division. “The defen-
dant thought he could hide 
behind a keyboard and evade 
justice, working with others 
to extort tens of millions of 
dollars in ransom payments. 
The Department of Justice 
will continue to pursue cy-
bercriminals like Mr. Volkov 
wherever they operate and 
ensure that they face conse-
quences for their actions.”

The FBI investigated 
this case with valuable as-
sistance provided by The 
Justice Department’s Office 
of International Affairs and 
law enforcement authorities 
in Italy. The sentence was 
imposed by U.S. District 
Court Chief Judge James R. 
Sweeney II.

U.S. Attorney Wheeler 
thanked Assistant U.S. At-
torneys MaryAnn T. Min-
drum and Matthew B. Mill-
er, as well as Senior Counsel 
Matthew A. Lamberti of the 
Criminal Division’s Com-
puter Crime and Intellectual 
Property Section (CCIPS), 
Assistant U.S. Attorney for 
the District of Connecticut 
Edward Chang (on detail to 
CCIPS), and Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Sarah Wolfe for 
the Eastern District of Penn-
sylvania.
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

12131 E. 196th Street

Welcome to one of Hamilton 
County’s most stunning 
properties! This elegant home 
features scenic views, a cozy 
sitting room, spacious family 
room, and grand dining room. 
The kitchen blends charm and 

modern appliances. Bedrooms 
include custom fireplaces and 
leaded glass. A luxurious primary 
suite offers a spa-like ensuite.

Upstairs includes a home 
theater, game room, and 
kitchenette. Outdoors, enjoy a 

courtyard with water feature, 
garages for 10+ cars, heated 
workshops, and equestrian 
facilities with 60’x100’ riding 
arena as well as five fenced 
pastures for your endless outdoor 
riding enjoyment. 

Noblesville, IN 46060 | 6,935 Sq Ft. | $2,675,000

20-acre luxury estate now available
  

Reporter Sports Wednesday
Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Heights, Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Sheridan, University, Westfield

Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

Indy’s Largest Poker Tournament 
$10,000 WINNER’S PURSE/$25,000 TOTAL PAYOUT 

 April 24th   & 25th, 202                  6   
Hamilton 

  County Fairgrounds

Reserve a seat at 

  

www.lionspoker.org
 

Proceeds Support Lions Club Charitable Projects
         Discount for Earlybird Entry       On Line or $135.00 at the door  Approved by the state of Indiana Charity Gaming Division Permit #011908

®

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

After 30 years of 
coaching, Chad Ballenger 
summed up what it means to 
him in one sentence.

“It’s a relationships busi-
ness and I love it,” he said. 

Ballenger has been in the 
business of coaching boys 
basketball since the 90s, in-
cluding the past 19 seasons 
as the head coach at Ham-
ilton Heights. With all that 
time coaching and winning, 
Ballenger has seen several 
milestones in his career, in-
cluding one he reached this 
past January.

On Jan. 23, the Hus-
kies beat Lafayette Central 
Catholic 64-48. In the lock-
er room after the win, Bal-
lenger’s players gave him a 
celebratory shower – it was 
the coach’s 250th victory at 
Hamilton Heights.

“We had a little celebra-
tion in the locker room,” 
said Ballenger.

Last week, the Huskies 
conducted their awards ban-
quet night and Ballenger was 
recognized a little more for-
mally. Athletic director Kurt 
Ogden presented Ballenger 
with a basketball commem-
orating his achievement.

“I didn’t expect any-

thing to happen, so from that 
standpoint it was pretty cool 
to be honored,” said Bal-
lenger.

“The nicest thing about 
Chad is the loyalty he’s giv-
en to Hamilton Heights,” 
said Ogden. “Committing 
19 years of his coaching ca-
reer to one place is almost 
unheard of, where coaches 
are chasing money and tal-
ent. Chad hasn’t been doing 
that.”

Thirteen of Ballenger’s 
19 seasons have been win-
ning campaigns for the Hus-
kies, including 10 seasons 
with 14 or more wins. In ad-
dition, Heights has won two 
sectional championships 
(2013 and 2015) during Bal-
lenger’s tenure.

“It’s a really good place,” 
said Ballenger. “We’ve had a 
lot of talent. We’ve had a lot 
of good players. I’ve had re-
ally supportive administra-
tion, good assistant coaches 
and good parents. It’s been a 
perfect storm. They’ve been 
really good to me.”

Ballenger is a graduate 
of Hagerstown High School 
and Ball State University. 
His introduction to coaching 
came when he served as an 
assistant under Pat Mapes – 
the current Hamilton South-
eastern Schools superinten-

dent – when Mapes coached 
at Cowan and Knightstown.

Later, Ballenger spent 
six years as an assistant at 
Kokomo under Basil Maw-
bey, the Hall of Fame coach 
who consistently took the 
Wildkats deep into the post-
season throughout the 80s 
and 90s.

“We won a lot,” said 
Ballenger. “We went to four 
semi-states. We got to play 
in the last one-class state 
tournament. Great memo-
ries.”

One of the Kokomo 
players during that time was 
Brian McCauley. He would 
go on to coach the Kats from 
2006 to 2014, a run that in-
cluded a state runner-up fin-
ish in 2011. 

McCauley then coached 
at Noblesville from 2014 to 
2019, which included some 
games against Heights. Bal-
lenger said McCauley is an 
“exceptional player” and 
“exceptional leader.”

“Brian and I are really 
tight,” said Ballenger. The 
coach said coaching against 
his former player was “ex-
tremely difficult. You both 
want to win, but you hate to 
beat someone you’ve been 
on the same sideline with.”

Ballenger returned to 
Knightstown to coach the 

Panthers from 2002 to 2007. 
Knightstown won three 
consecutive sectional titles 
during those years, includ-
ing a regional title in 2005.

While the success and 
championships are nice, it 
comes down to the relation-
ships for Ballenger. He has 
formed many of them over 
the years, including those 
with his former players.

“Last night I got invited 
to an NCAA party and it was 
former players who played 
at Kokomo when I was an 
assistant at Kokomo,” said 
Ballenger. He also main-
tains contact with his play-
ers from Knightstown and 
Hamilton Heights.

“It’s fun to see guys 
grow up and be successful 
as an adult,” said Ballenger. 
“It does seem like yesterday 
when I got there, but time 
has really flown by.”

Time may be flying, but 
the Huskies can expect to 
see Ballenger around for 
years to come. The coach 
said he still has “a passion 
and a love” for the game. 
“It’s year-round and there 
are times you get tired, but 
I still have a fire for it,” he 
said.

Ogden said that this past 
season may have been Bal-
lenger’s best year coaching. 

The Huskies started 0-7 be-
fore running off a 10-game 
win streak, which included 
his 250th victory. Heights 

finished 14-10, another win-
ning record.

“Maybe he’s getting bet-
ter with age,” said Ogden.

Photo courtesy Hamilton Heights Athletics
Hamilton Heights boys basketball coach Chad 
Ballenger was presented with a basketball 
commemorating his 250th win as coach of the 
Huskies during their awards banquet last week. 
Ballenger just finished his 19th season as the 
Heights coach.

‘A relationships business’: Ballenger 
celebrates 250th win as Huskies coach

By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

An international ten-
nis training group wants to 
open a facility in Nobles-
ville, and the City Council 
on Tuesday night intro-
duced the proposal.

Mouratoglou Tennis 
Center hopes to open a new 
academy at 14469 Olio 
Road for upcoming and pro-
fessional athletes in Septem-
ber at the Deer Creek Busi-
ness Park, located just off 
I-69 northwest of The Arena 
at Innovation Mile and east 
of Ruoff Music Center. 

Just before the council 
meeting, the business and 
the Hamilton County city’s 
government announced the 
proposal in a news release.

Lexie Rock, a spokes-
person for the city govern-
ment, told News 8 by email 
that the existing building 
where the tennis center 
hopes to go has a property 

tax abatement that was pre-
viously approved when it 
was constructed on a specu-
lative basis.

A spokesperson for 
Mouratoglou Tennis Center 
did not immediately return a 
request from News 8 to find 
out how much will be spent 
on the tennis center. That 
question is one that could be 
asked during a public hear-
ing for the project at 6 p.m. 
April 20 before the Nobles-
ville Plan Commission.

The Noblesville tennis 
center would feature six 
indoor tennis courts, eight 
padel courts and four indoor 
futsal pitches, the release 
said. Construction would 
scheduled to begin in May, 
the release said. The facility 
would hold a soft opening in 
August, with a full opening 
expected by September.

Joyceann Yelton with 
the Noblesville Planning 

The REPORTER
Carmel improved to 2-0 

for the season with a victory 
Tuesday at Zionsville.

The Greyhounds beat 
the Eagles 9-4. Carmel nev-
er trailed, scoring three runs 
in the top of the first inning. 
Ellie Goddard doubled in 
Lolah Pence, then Chloe 
Junkersfield sent Jayden 
Kleiner and Goddard home 
with another double.

Zionsville cut the 
Hounds’ lead to 3-2 in the 
bottom of the first inning. 
Carmel got a run back in 
the top of the second when 
Goddard hit a sacrifice fly to 
score Kleiner.

The Eagles tied the 
game with two runs in the 
third inning, but the Grey-
hounds responded again. 
Goddard hit a second RBI 
sacrifice fly in the fourth in-
ning, bringing Pence home 
to put Carmel ahead 5-4.

The Hounds pulled 
away in the sixth inning by 
scoring three runs. Kleiner 
smacked a two-RBI triple to 

bring in Tinsley Malek and 
Riley Petrites. Then God-
dard delivered her second 
double of the game to score 
Kleiner.

Carmel added one more 
run in the seventh inning 
when Petrites doubled Av-
ery Klein home. It was the 
Greyhounds’ fourth dou-

ble of the game and gave 
Petrites a perfect 4-for-4 
mark at the plate.

Kleiner also had two 
hits. Emily Smith pitched 
four innings for the win, 
with Keira Libel throwing 
the other three innings.

Carmel hosts Westfield 
at 6 p.m. tonight.

* * *
Fishers won its season 

opener Tuesday, beating 
Tri-West 10-3 on the road.

The Tigers put up three 
runs in the first inning. 
Adrianne Cook singled 
in Chloe Summerfield, 

Photos by Dwight Casler
(ABOVE LEFT) Sheridan’s Abby Dallas talks with new head coach Natalie 
McGuire during the Blackhawks’ season-opening game Tuesday at Tipton. 
(ABOVE RIGHT) Sheridan’s Amiyah Doss scored a run and went 2-for-3 at 
the plate.

Hounds win, Sheridan drops opener
SoftballInternational academy 

proposes tennis
center in Noblesville

See Softball . . . Page 10See Tennis . . . Page 10
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Wednesday, March 25
BASEBALL

Carmel scrimmage at Hamilton Southeastern, 5:30 p.m.
Fishers scrimmage at North Central, 6 p.m.
Westfield scrimmage at Noblesville, 6 p.m.

BOYS LACROSSE
Hamilton Southeastern at Fishers, 6 p.m.

Westfield at Carmel, 8 p.m.
SOFTBALL

Hamilton Heights at Frankton, 5:30 p.m.
Noblesville at Western, 6 p.m.

North Central at Hamilton Southeastern, 6 p.m.
Westfield at Carmel, 6 p.m.

TENNIS
University scrimmage at North Central, 4:30 p.m.

TRACK & FIELD
Hamilton Southeastern girls at North Central (with Warren Central), 6 p.m.

North Central boys at Hamilton Southeastern, 6 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL

University at Traders Point Christian, 6 p.m.
Noblesville at Zionsville, 7 p.m.

Franklin Community at Carmel, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 26
BOYS LACROSSE

Park Tudor at Fishers, 6 p.m.
GIRLS LACROSSE

Fishers at Park Tudor, 7:30 p.m.
Noblesville at Carmel, 7:30 p.m.

Westfield at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m.
SOFTBALL

Fishers at Lebanon, 6 p.m.
TRACK & FIELD

Brownsburg girls at Westfield, 5:30 p.m.
Westfield boys at Brownsburg, 5:30 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
Noblesville at New Castle, 6 p.m.

Westfield at Lawrence North, 6 p.m.
Hamilton Southeastern at Franklin Central, 7:30 p.m.

Perry Meridian at Fishers, 7:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

SPORTS SCHEDULE

Photo by Mike Navarro
The Carmel girls lacrosse team dropped a 13-7 game at Zionsville on Tuesday. Pictured is Jackie Mabry, 
one of several Greyhounds who scored goals during the game. Complete stats were unavailable at 
press time and will run in a later edition. The Greyhounds host Noblesville on Thursday.

Carmel falls to Zionsville
Girls Lacrosse

Department told the coun-
cil that an existing building 
next to the roundabout at 
East 146th Street and Olio 
Road would be refurbished 
as part of the project.

Patrick Mouratoglou, a 
coach for more than 25 years, 
founded the tennis center, 
with the flagship being in 
France. Others are in China, 
Egypt, Greece, Italy, Malay-
sia and Mexico. In the United 

States, there are centers in 
California, Florida, Geor-
gia, Massachusetts and Tex-
as. Mouratoglou previously 
coached Serena Williams.

Mouratoglou said in 
a statement, “Bringing 
Mouratoglou Tennis Center 
to Noblesville is an excit-
ing step in our internation-
al expansion. What makes 
this project truly special is 
the ambition of the city to 

build a complete sports eco-
system where performance, 
education and community 
come together.”

The new academy will 
join several other major 
sports and wellness projects 
in the area: The Arena at In-
novation Mile, which serves 
as the home for the Indiana 
Pacers G League affiliate, the 
Noblesville Boom; and the 
future site of the USA Gym-
nastics Training and Well-
ness Center and headquar-
ters. Additionally, The Arena 
was recently selected to host 
the 2027-2031 Horizon 
League Men’s and Women’s 
Basketball Championships.

In July, the Noblesville 
government announced 
Gared Performance Sports 
Systems, a maker of insti-
tutional-grade sports equip-
ment, would be coming 
to the 45-acre Deer Creek 
Business Park by August.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV 
at wishtv.com/news/busi-
ness/international-acade-
my-proposes-tennis-cen-
ter-in-noblesville.

Kennedy Shockley got 
home on a wild pitch, then 
Brooke Clayton scored on 
an error.

Cook blasted a three-
run home run in the second 
inning, also scoring Shock-
ley and Clayton. That gave 
Fishers a 6-0 lead.

Grace Walterman sin-
gled Caroline Thompson 
home in the third inning to 
push the Tigers ahead 7-0. 
Fishers added three more 
runs in the sixth inning: 
Summerfield got home on 
a wild pitch, Anna McGrath 
singled in Clayton and Bella 
Balbo sent Cook home with 
a single.

Summerfield went 
4-for-5 at the plate, includ-
ing a double. Frankie Jack-
son also hit a double and 
pitched 3.2 innings for the 
win. Jackson allowed only 
three hits.

The Tigers play at Leba-
non Thursday.

* * *
Westfield began its sea-

son at Plainfield on Tuesday, 
with the Quakers making a 
comeback to win 16-13.

The Shamrocks led 6-1 
after the first inning. Bel-
la Blakeley hit a two-run 
home run in the second in-
ning, which finished with 
Westfield ahead 8-2.

The Rocks were up 12-2 
in the middle of the fourth 
inning. Plainfield scored two 
in the bottom of the fourth 
before Cam Pulice led off 
the fifth inning with another 
homer for Westfield.

That put the Sham-
rocks up 13-4, but Plain-
field scored three runs in 
the bottom of the fifth, then 
stunned Westfield for nine 
runs in the sixth inning.

Makenna Watson and 
Carlynne Schrock both had 
three hits, with Watson driv-
ing in three runs. Schrock, 
Sydney Jordan and Alyssa 
Ayers all hit one double. So-
fia Easterhaus and Blakeley 
both scored two runs, while 
Reese Mahannah, Blakeley 

and Olivia Sampia all batted 
in two runs.

Mackenzie Delph 
pitched 4.2 innings, striking 
out four.

* * *
Sheridan dropped its 

season opener Tuesday at 
Tipton, falling 8-4.

The Blue Devils led 
5-0 after two innings. The 
Blackhawks got on the 
board in the top of the third 
inning by scoring three runs. 
Ellie Eaton doubled in Abby 
Dallas and Amiyah Doss, 
then Adria Jump smacked a 
double to score Eaton. 

Tipton put up three runs 
in the bottom of the third to 
lead 8-3. The Blackhawks 
got a run back in the fourth 
inning; Anna Rusk scored 
on Dallas’ RBI groundout.

Eaton and Doss both 
had two hits. Norah Adams 
pitched a complete game, 
striking out eight.

Sheridan’s next game is 
April 13 when it hosts Hori-
zon Christian.

Softball
from Page 9

Tennis
from Page 9
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Pro football returns to Grand Park
Indianapolis Capitols revived for new era of Continental Football League

The REPORTER
A new era of profes-

sional football is coming to 
the nation’s premier sports 
destination.

Grand Park Sports & 
Entertainment announced 
Tuesday, March 24 that it 
will serve as the home of 
the Indianapolis Capitols, 
marking the return of a his-
toric franchise as the Con-
tinental Football League 
(CoFL) officially relaunch-
es.

The Capitols name car-
ries a proud legacy in In-
diana football history. The 
original team competed in 
the Continental Football 
League from 1965 through 
1969, capturing the league 
championship in its final 
season with a thrilling 44-

38 overtime win over the 
San Antonio Toros. With 
the league returning to 
competition, the Capitols 
are set to bring professional 
football energy to the coun-
try’s most dynamic sports 
campus.

“The return of the In-
dianapolis Capitols rep-
resents an important step 
in the continued expansion 
and proliferation of foot-
ball at Grand Park. When 
we learned this historic 
franchise would be com-
ing back to market as part 
of the Continental Foot-
ball League’s relaunch, 
we were intentional about 
positioning Grand Park as 
the right long-term home,” 
said Greg Stremlaw, Co-
Chief Executive Officer at 

Grand Park Sports & En-
tertainment.  “This partner-
ship aligns with our vision 
to grow the game at every 
level while creating mean-
ingful new experiences for 
fans and opportunities for 
our community.”

Droplight Grand Park 
Sports Campus will serve 
as the Capitols’ venue for 
roster selection, training, 
fan engagement, and home 
game competition. The 
addition of professional 
football strengthens the 
campus’s growing portfo-
lio of marquee events and 
reinforces its reputation as 
a year-round destination for 
sports and entertainment.

League leadership em-
phasized the significance of 
restoring the Capitols brand 

as part of the Continen-
tal Football League’s new 
chapter.

“Bringing the India-
napolis Capitols back to 
the field is about honoring 
history while creating mo-
mentum for the future,” 
said League Commission-
er Mike Kelly. “Grand 
Park provides a champion-
ship-caliber environment 
to build our program and 
connect with fans across 
Indiana and beyond. We are 
excited to begin this jour-
ney and represent this com-
munity with pride.”

Alumni of the Con-
tinental Football League 
include Sam Wyche, Bob 
Kuechenberg, Garo Yepre-
mian, and Pro Football 
Hall of Fame inductees Bill 

Walsh, Ken Stabler, and the 
legendary Doak Walker.

“Grand Park continues 
to be a driving force behind 
Westfield’s growth, attract-
ing new events, visitors, 
and opportunities to our 
city,” said Westfield Mayor 
Scott Willis. “The addition 
of the Indianapolis Capi-
tols marks another profes-
sional sports team calling 
Grand Park home, further 
strengthening our ability to 
host high-level competition 

while supporting local busi-
nesses and our economy.”

The relaunched Con-
tinental Football League 
aims to deliver competitive 
professional football with 
a strong regional identity 
and a renewed focus on fan 
experience. Additional de-
tails regarding the Capitols’ 
inaugural season schedule, 
ticket information, and 
community initiatives will 
be announced in the com-
ing weeks.

Counting Crows to headline Miller Lite Carb Day Concert
Special guest Switchfoot to open; fans can expect full day of entertainment

Submitted by IMS
Grammy and Academy 

Award-nominated Count-
ing Crows will headline 
the Miller Lite Carb Day 
Concert on Friday, May 22, 
2026, at Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway.

Counting Crows will 
be joined by special guest 
Switchfoot, which will open 
the show.

Miller Lite Carb Day is a 
full day of on- and off-track 
action and entertainment. 
All general admission, con-
cert pit and VIP Deck con-
cert tickets include admis-
sion to the concert and to 
on-track activities that day 
at IMS, which include the 
final practice for the 110th 
Indianapolis 500 presented 
by Gainbridge, the second 
annual Oscar Mayer Wie-
nie 500 and the Indy 500 Pit 
Stop Challenge.

“Miller Lite Carb Day 
is the unofficial kickoff to 
summer,” INDYCAR and 
IMS President J. Douglas 

Boles said. “From 33 driv-
ers speeding around the 
track in the final ‘500’ prac-
tice to the Wienie 500 and 
Pit Stop Challenge, there is 
no shortage of on-track ac-
tion leading into a legendary 
rock concert in Turn 3. It’s a 
day like no other at the Rac-
ing Capital of the World, 
and many of our fans take 
the day off work to spend it 
at IMS, a tradition we can 
all celebrate.”

Tickets are on sale now 
at IMS.com, by calling 317-
492-6700 or by visiting the 
IMS Ticket Office at the 
IMS Administration Build-
ing.

Counting Crows have 
enchanted listeners with an 
intensely soulful and intri-
cate take on rock & roll for 
more than three decades. 
Exploding onto the music 
scene in 1993 with their 
multi-platinum breakout al-
bum, August and Everything 
After, the band has gone on 
to release seven studio al-

bums, selling more than 20 
million records worldwide, 
and is revered as one of the 
world’s most pre-eminent 
live touring rock bands.

The band's double-plat-
inum sophomore studio 
album, Recovering the Sat-
ellites, debuted at number 
one and further solidified 
their growing reputation as 
one of the leading American 
alternative rock bands in the 
world.

In 2004, Count-
ing Crows recorded the 
chart-topping “Accidentally 
in Love” for the animated 
motion picture Shrek 2. The 
instant success of the track 
earned the band an Acade-
my Award nomination for 
Best Original Song at the 
2005 Academy Awards, a 
Golden Globe nomination 
for Best Original Song and a 
Grammy Award nomination 
for Best Song Written for a 
Motion Picture, Television 
or Other Visual Media.

In 2021, Counting 

Crows ranked No. 8 on 
Billboard’s “Greatest of All 
Time: Adult Alternative Art-
ists” 25th-anniversary chart. 
The band released their lat-
est full-length album But-
ter Miracle, The Complete 
Sweets! to rave reviews 
in May 2025. In Decem-
ber 2025, HBO premiered, 
Counting Crows: Have You 
Seen Me Lately? part of the 
“Music Box” documenta-
ry series. The film also re-
ceived widespread acclaim 
and chronicles the band’s 
rise to fame, the pressures 
of success and the creation 
of some of their most cele-
brated albums.

Switchfoot – consist-
ing of Jon Foreman (vo-
cals, guitar), Tim Foreman 
(bass), Jerome Fontamillas 
(keys, guitar) and Chad 
Butler (drums) – has sold 
more than 10 million cop-
ies worldwide of their 13 
studio albums, including 
their 2003 triple-platinum 
breakthrough The Beautiful 

Letdown and 2009's Gram-
my Award-winning Hello 
Hurricane.

Through a unique blend 
of emotionally intelligent 
and uplifting brand of al-
ternative rock, Switchfoot 
has earned a devoted and 
loyal global fan base. The 
band has racked up a string 
of alternative radio hit sin-
gles and performed sold-out 
tours in more than 40 coun-
tries. Switchfoot also has 
raised more than $3 million 
to aid kids in through their 
BRO-AM Foundation.

Miller Lite Carb Day 
general admission tickets 

start at $50. A limited num-
ber of concert pit package 
upgrades that include gen-
eral admission are available 
for $90. A very limited sup-
ply of exclusive VIP plat-
form tickets also is avail-
able for $285, including 
concert pit access, snacks, 
two complimentary drinks, 
dedicated bars and restroom 
trailers.

The 110th Indianapo-
lis 500 presented by Gain-
bridge is scheduled for 
Sunday, May 24. Tickets are 
on sale at IMS.com or by 
calling or visiting the IMS 
Ticket Office.

Graphic provided by IMS
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