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Westfield Washington 
Schools (WWS) is highlighted 
the efforts of Oak Trace Ele-
mentary teachers who are en-
couraging students and families 
to unplug from screens and re-
connect with the world around 
them through a special Screen-
Free Week initiative. 

Fourth-grade teacher Lucy 
Grenda and second-grade 
teacher Jaclyn Helman have 
challenged their students to 
collectively spend 1,000 hours 
outdoors while reducing recre-
ational screen time leading up to 
spring break. The effort aims to 
promote healthier habits by en-
couraging child-led play, fam-
ily time, outdoor activity, and 
meaningful social interaction.

“This is my fourth year 
of challenging students at the 
start of January until right be-
fore spring break to get 1,000 
hours outside while also setting 
a maximum limit of screens as 

a class,” Grenda said. “The goal 
is to increase our outdoor time 
in the winter when it is harder 
to want to go outside and easier 
to stay in and use our screens. 
I was so excited when more 
teachers joined the challenge 
this year! I got this idea from the 
1000 Hours Outside organiza-
tion, who tries as a family to get 
1,000 hours outside in a year.” 

The initiative also includes 
a Screen-Free Week at Oak 
Trace, March 16 to 22, designed 
to help students and families 
explore fun alternatives to dig-
ital entertainment. Activities 
throughout the week encourage 
students to swap screen time for 
creative, social, and outdoor ex-
periences.

The week will feature two 
family-focused events:

• Family Scavenger Hunt: 
Tuesday, March 17 from 6 to 
7:15 p.m. at Oak Trace Elemen-
tary, where families will explore 
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Recipes
In my last column, I 

wrote about my grand-
mother’s china cabinet 
and all her crystal. It 
truly is an heirloom 
and one that will for-
ever hold a place in my 
home and heart.

In the last few 
months, we have had 
many family heir-
looms as my mom has 
gone through my grandmother’s house and 
consolidated things to sell this spring. Heir-
looms have been on my mind, and I came 
across this quote from Stanley Tucci the 
other day that read, “But perhaps the most 
precious family recipes … they remind us 
from whom and where we came.” 

So often when we think of heirlooms 
we think of tangible items, but the truth is 
that recipes are particularly special because 
they are so often associated with moments 
or from a screenshot in time that you’d love 
to go back to relive for a bit.

I started thinking about various recipes 
in our family and why they’re special. My 
husband begins our year with a beautiful 
prime rib dinner on New Year’s evening. 
He makes the best garlic mashed potatoes 
and Yorkshire pudding. Whenever I think 
about a cozy New Year’s, I think of this 
meal. There is my Nana’s coffee cake recipe 
that is also a staple in our family and used 
at various events like Easter and Christmas. 
My mom’s chicken enchiladas will forever 
be the ultimate comfort meal for me.

That brings me to my next comfort 
food, which is chili. Everyone’s favorite 
version of chili is the one that they’re used 
to having, most often the kind that you grew 
up with. My husband thought it was so odd 
that my family would have chili served over 
pasta. I love all the various toppings and hot 
sauces and jalapenos on my chili, but he 
just wants his to be simple. 

Megan Rathz
When Nature Speaks 

COLUMNIST
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Fighting the good fight 
against food insecurity
The REPORTER

The Hamilton County Har-
vest Food Bank (HCHFB) 2026 
Annual Meeting took place 
Monday morning, March 16 at 
the Delaware Township Com-
munity Center, 9094 E. 131st 
St., Fishers.

HCHFB is looking for ways 
to get more people involved, 
and this event was no excep-
tion. There were do-it-yourself 
stations to make a mocktail, 
build a bouquet, and start your 
own backyard garden. That last 
one was rather clever, as Exec-
utive Director Suzanna Hob-
son pointed out that you may 
accidentally grow more veg-
etables than you need. If that 
were to happen, guests were 
encouraged to give the extra 
fresh produce to neighbors or 
to donate it to HCHFB at their 

warehouse located at 89 Byron 
St., Cicero – right behind the 
Dairy Queen.

Along with updates on the 
work HCHFB has done in the 
last year, what they plan to do 
this year, and the growing need 
for organizations and individu-
als to help fight food insecurity 
in Hamilton County, there were 
also some outstanding volun-
teers who were honored.

With the retirement of 
Founding Executive Director 
Anita Hagen last year, HCHFB 
has created a new annual award: 
the Hagen Harvest Hero Award. 
This year, that award was given 
to an entire group of volunteers. 
Additionally, certificates of ap-
preciation were presented to 
Rod Howard and Mike Cahill.

Last year, HCHFB distrib-
uted over 221,000 pounds of 

food, which totaled just over 
$800,000 of their $944,000 in 
operating costs. During that 
same year, 505 volunteers 

gave 5,468 hours of their time 
to HCHFB.

Reporter photo
HCHFB Executive Director Suzanna Hobson with 
volunteers Rod Howard and Mike Cahill, who were each 
given Certificates of Appreciation.
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KNB receives grant
from Hamilton County

Tourism to enhance
Midland Trace Trailhead
The REPORTER

Keep Noblesville Beautiful (KNB) 
announces that it has received a $1,500 
grant from Hamilton County Tourism 
to support improvements to the swale 
garden area at the Midland Trace Trail-
head along the Midland Trace Trail.

The Midland Trace Trail runs east 
and west through Hamilton County, 
connecting Westfield and Noblesville 
and serving as a popular destination for 
walkers, runners, and cyclists. The trail-
head located along Hazel Dell Parkway 
provides parking, seasonal bike rentals, 
and public restrooms for visitors using 
the trail.

KNB works alongside the Nobles-
ville Parks and Recreation Department 
to help maintain and beautify the trail-
head landscape. In 2020, KNB installed 
a bicycle sculpture and surrounding 
landscape to highlight the trailhead as 
a welcoming gateway for trail users. 
Since then, volunteers have continued 
to care for the area through regular 
workdays focused on weeding, plant 
care, and refreshing mulch.

The newly awarded grant will help 
fund improvements to a stormwater 
swale located near the sculpture. The 
swale functions as a retention and fil-
tration area for runoff, though over time 
the vegetation has become overgrown 
with invasive plants. A controlled burn 
is planned this spring, followed by the 
installation of native pollinator plants 
that will restore the space and improve 
its environmental benefits.

See Beautiful . . . Page 2
Photo provided by Westfield Washington Schools

Oak Trace teachers lead “Screen-Free” Week
to encourage outdoor play & family connection

See Screen-Free . . . Page 2

Hamilton County Parks & Rec
awarded for Bell Ford Bridge

The REPORTER
The Hamilton County Parks 

and Recreation Department 
(HCPR) was honored with a 
Great Lakes Park, Facility, or 
Program Award at the annual 
Great Lakes Park Training In-
stitute (GLPTI) conference.

Held at Pokagon State Park 
in Angola, Ind., GLPTI is the 
longest-running conference 
dedicated to parks and recre-
ation professionals. The award 
recognizes recently completed 
projects that demonstrate inno-
vation, cost-effective design, 
meaningful community en-
gagement, and enduring impact. 
HCPR earned the award for the 
restoration and installation of 
the Bell Ford Bridge, a singu-
lar piece of Indiana engineering 
history. The restored bridge is 
now a defining feature of Geist 
Park, serving as a pedestrian 

Photo provided
(From left) Robbie Ping, Skilled Trades Specialist; Benjamin Taylor, Construction 
Project Manager; Steve White, Skilled Trades Specialist; Kyle Stocks, HCPR Facilities 
and Grounds Manager; Chris Stice, HCPR Director; Drew Bender, Chief Operating 
Officer at VS Engineering, Inc.; and Kerry Graham, Heavy Equipment Operator.See Bridge . . . Page 2
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the school grounds together 
and complete interactive 
challenges. Westfield May-
or Scott Willis will partici-
pate as one of the communi-
ty stations during the event.

• Family Playground 
Night: Friday, March 20 from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m., students, 
families, and staff are invited 
to gather for music, outdoor 
play, and time to connect.

Students are also invited 
to participate in Screen-Free 
Bingo, a challenge featuring 
activities such as reading 
a book, discovering a new 
park, playing a board game, 
writing a letter, or spending 
extended time outdoors.

Students who participat-
ed last year shared:

“I have noticed that I 
have been going outside 
more and less time on the 
screens and more time out-
side, like playing catch with 
my football and playing 
with friends.”

“I noticed a big change 
from the outdoor challenge 
and screen time challenge 
by sleeping better because 
I’ve been going outside and 
reading instead of being on 
screens.”

“I used to always want 
to just be on my screens. I’d 
also make excuses for not go-
ing outside. But now, I love 
going outside, even if it’s just 
to watch my little brother and 
now sometimes I avoid doing 
any screen time!”

The goal of Screen-Free 
Week is not to eliminate 
technology entirely, but to 
help families reflect on their 
relationship with screens and 
discover enjoyable alterna-
tives. The program encour-
ages participants to reduce 
entertainment screen use for 
the week while strengthen-
ing connections with family, 
friends, and their community.

“We hope this week will 
spark conversations about 
the impact of screens in the 
classroom and our lives,” 
Helman said. “Also, this 
week will give us time to re-
flect on how we can support 
each other in an ever-evolv-
ing digital world.”

This initiative was made 

possible through a teacher 
grant from the Westfield Ed-
ucation Foundation (WEF), 
which supports innovative 
classroom ideas and learn-
ing experiences for students 
across the district. WEF is 
celebrating its 40th anniversa-
ry this year. This grant is just 
one of many activities made 
possible by the foundation for 
the education and well-being 
of Shamrock students.

By encouraging families 
to step away from screens 
and spend time together, 
Oak Trace teachers hope to 
spark conversations across 
the community about find-
ing balance with technology 
and prioritizing real-world 
connection.

The upgraded garden 
will provide habitat for 
birds, butterflies, and polli-
nators while also creating an 
educational experience for 
trail visitors. A new bench 
will allow people to relax 
and enjoy the space, and 
plant identification signage 
with QR codes will help vis-
itors learn more about native 
plants and their importance 
to local ecosystems.

Another feature of the 
project will be the installa-
tion of a webcam that will 

live stream the garden during 
the spring, summer, and fall 
seasons on the Keep Nobles-
ville Beautiful website. Vis-
itors will be able to observe 
pollinator activity in real 
time and learn more about 
the habitat from anywhere.

Keep Noblesville Beau-
tiful extends its sincere 
thanks to Hamilton County 
Tourism for helping make 
this project possible and 
for supporting community 
enhancements that benefit 
residents and visitors alike.

Nobody makes choco-
late chip cookies better than 
my mom. I have tried and 
they’re never as good as 
hers. My husband has abso-
lutely perfected the HC Tav-
ern appetizer called lobster 
cargot. You take lobster tail 
and place in an escargot dish 
with butter, lemon, and gar-
lic and bake it with Havarti 
cheese on top. This is served 
on top of a crusty baguette. 
Whenever I think of a nice 
night at home, this is what I 
think of.

I make the best meat-
balls, and my husband makes 
the best sauce. The combi-
nation of this paired with his 
homemade pasta is one that I 
know our kids will grow up 
remembering. There is no 
way you can have his home-
made pasta and watch him go 
to the trouble to make it and 
not taste it as you think about 
it. On that note, my husband 
also makes the best lasagna. 

There’s nothing bet-
ter than a nice night on the 
patio with the Blackstone 
grill. My husband can rival 
any hibachi chef in all their 
glory. I long for the days of 
the back patio lights on and 
the smell of whatever he’s 
making wafting through the 
yard as the dogs and kids run 
around playing.

My husband can also 
smoke any meat like nothing 
I’ve ever had before. I love 
finding huge cuts of meat 
like a brisket and bringing it 
home to tell him to make it 
for me. 

One of the best foods 
ever served with brisket is 
my baked beans. Nobody 
makes them as good as mine. 
It’s not arrogant, it’s just the 
truth. Anyone who has my 
baked beans loves them. 

My homemade salsa 
is also one of my favorite 
snacks. It is delicious. I’m a 
bit of a salsa snob, so I don’t 
say it lightly when I say how 
good mine is. Again, maybe 
arrogant, but if it’s true, it’s 
true. I would admit if some-
one else’s was better than 
mine, but so far it has not 
happened.

I also love my ham. Ev-
eryone else in my family 
thinks their ham is better, but 
it isn’t. I love sweet ham with 
a nice glaze. Ham should be 

sweet. Period. Also, there is 
nothing better than smoked 
turkey. In fact, my husband’s 
smoked turkey on Thanks-
giving. Roasted turkey is 
one of the most boring meats 
on the planet. Smoked tur-
key is incredible.

Another item that pairs 
well with this food and has 
been a source of controversy 
in my family for many years 
is deviled eggs. My mom and 
husband have a throwdown 
over this fairly frequently. 
Both of their eggs are good 
– they each think theirs are 
superior and try to rally the 
troops to their side. They 
also both independently try 
to get me to agree without 
the presence of the other that 
their eggs are better. I hon-
estly like both. They are both 
completely different and I 
refuse to choose. 

On the note of family 
controversy, my sister and 
I are very critical of each 
other’s appetizers. My sister 
thinks I’m too heavy on the 
dips and bread, while I think 
she puts way too much corn 
in her pinwheels. In fact, you 
could sink a ship with the 
amount she puts in, but to 
each his own. She can set a 
table like nobody else’s busi-
ness, so I will give her that. 

I also love a warm batch 
of homemade chicken tortilla 
soup. It is the same one my 
mom has made since I was 
a kid. I follow the same rec-
ipe but make it spicier now. 
When I think of that, I think 
of being comfortable at home. 

The bottom line is, the 
memory and feelings at-
tached to various recipes 
is what makes it special. 
That’s why you can still 
taste your childhood comfort 
food when you think about 
it. These foods can take us 
back to a place that we long 
for. It is also nice when you 
marry someone who enjoys 
cooking and happens to be 
amazing at it.

Yes, I know this was ob-
noxious, but I feel strongly 
about these things and I’m 
not wrong.

Now I’m hungry.
Megan Rathz is a wife, 

mother, and teacher. She 
says everything she has ever 
learned in life came from her 
Master Gardener mother.
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Those numbers are im-
pressive, but the need for 
HCHFB’s services contin-
ues to outpace the ability to 
meet it.

Despite its reputation for 
affluence, food insecurity 
throughout Hamilton Coun-
ty is a persistent challenge. 
The reality of food insecu-
rity is stark: approximately 
33,666 residents, including 
7,136 children under 18 
years old, grapple with the 
uncertainty of where their 
next meal will come from.

You can learn more 
about HCHFB online at hch-
foodbank.org. While you’re 
there, click on the “Donate” 
like and do your part to fight 
food insecurity in our com-
munity. There are also plenty 
of volunteer opportunities.

thoroughfare and connect-
ing visitors to a unique 
piece of local history.

“We are truly honored to 
receive this award,” HCPR 
Director Chris Stice said. 
“The restoration of the Bell 
Ford Bridge represents an 
extraordinary collabora-
tive effort and reflects our 
department’s commitment 
to historic preservation, in-
novation, and delivering 
meaningful experiences 
for our community. We are 
proud to see this project rec-
ognized by our peers across 
the Great Lakes region.”

Constructed in 1869 
to cross the East Fork of 
the White River in Jack-
son County, the Bell Ford 
Bridge is the only known 
Combination Post Truss 
Bridge remaining in the 
world. After collapsing in 
2006 as a result of storm 
damage, the structure was 
carefully disassembled and 
placed into storage while 
preservation options were 
explored.

In 2018, Hamilton 
County Commissioner 
Mark Heirbrandt and the 
Hamilton County Parks 
and Recreation Department 
reached an agreement with 

the Jackson County Com-
missioners to acquire the 
bridge through a $25,000 
donation to the Jackson 
County Round Barn Resto-
ration Fund.

Once the bridge was 
acquired by Hamilton 
County, the project was led 
by HCPR and the Coun-
ty Highway Department. 
Completion of the project 
was made possible through 
a unique collaboration with 
Jackson County, the City of 
Fishers, INDOT, Fall Creek 
Township Trustee Doug 
Allman, and the Indianap-
olis Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO), who 
provided $2.77 million in 
funding. Despite the com-
plex nature of the resto-
ration – including the reuse 
of 90 percent of the original 
cast iron components – the 
team overcame significant 
engineering and logisti-
cal challenges to bring the 
bridge back to life.

The bridge also connects 
with the new Geist Green-
way, a federally supported 
pedestrian trail that links 
neighborhoods from 96th 
Street to 131st Street in Fish-
ers. The joint planning effort 
ensures both infrastructure 

and recreation are enhanced 
for future generations. 

“We’re incredibly proud 
to give the Bell Ford Bridge 
a new home at Geist Park,” 
Stice said. “It's rare that a 

park feature can offer beau-
ty, function, and historical 
significance all in one. We 
look forward to welcoming 
the public to walk across 
this one-of-a-kind bridge.”

Photo provided
The Hamilton County Commissioners were 
presented with the 2026 Great Lakes Park, 
Facility & Program Award. (From left) Brad 
Davis, County Highway Director; Chris Stice, 
County Parks Director; Commissioner Christine 
Altman; Commissioner Mark Heribrandt; and Joel 
Thurman, County Highway Engineer.
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Thanks for reading!
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Carmel Small Business Network 
meeting returns March 24

The REPORTER
The Carmel Small Busi-

ness Network (CSBN), 
sponsored by State Bank, 
is entering a new chapter 
this year. The Carmel Re-
development Commission 
(CRC) will now be hosting 
the CSBN meetings, bring-
ing a refreshed format to the 
long-standing community 
staple while maintaining its 
core mission of connecting 
local entrepreneurs.

The first meeting of 2026 

will take place from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 24 at the Carmel Fire 
Department Headquarters, 
210 Veterans Way. Come to 
network, connect directly 
with Mayor Sue Finkam and 
City staff, listen to speakers 
relevant to small business 
owners, and enjoy free lunch 
provided by State Bank.

There is no cost to at-
tend, but registration via 
Eventbrite is required.

“Small businesses are 

the heartbeat of Carmel’s 
economic engine,” CRC 
Executive Director Henry 
Mestetsky said. “By host-
ing these meetings, we aim 
to provide a more robust 
networking and informa-
tional experience.”

This month, CSBN will 
welcome Don Wettrick, 
CEO of the STARTedUP 
Foundation. He will detail 
how innovation at Carmel 
High School is preparing 
students for the future – and 
how early engagement plays 

a critical role in long-term 
business succession plan-
ning right here in Carmel.

About the Carmel Small 
Business Network

The CSBN was created 
to foster a strong relationship 
between the City of Carmel 
and its small business com-
munity. Through regular 
meetings, the network en-
sures that local owners are 
the first to know about infra-
structure projects, marketing 
initiatives, and economic 
growth strategies.

Photo by Ken Klingenmeier
Chicken Taquitos and Sweet Corn Tamale Cakes.

When Mrs. 
K and I first tried 
The Cheesecake 
Factory's Happy 
Hour (HH) last 
November, we 
became aware 
that the restaurant 
had the largest 
HH selection we 
had seen by far.

Their HH 
menu, available here: 
menu.thecheesecakefacto-
ry.com/in/indianapolis-37/
happy-hour, has 13 Appe-
tizers, all priced at $10.95 
and 15 “Small Plates and 
Snacks” at $9.95. That's an 
unusually large selection 
for Happy Hour. So when 
we were deciding on which 
HH to cover last week, we 
remembered the large num-
ber of untested dishes at the 
Factory.

Conveniently located in 
the Fashion Mall at Key-
stone on 86th Street, park-
ing is never a problem. In 
fact, since it was a rainy 
night, we used the covered 
parking at the eastern end of 
the mall. In the restaurant, 
the hostess directed us to the 
bar area and we were soon 
greeted by April, our server 
for the evening. Drink or-
ders came first, as usual – 
Mrs. K asked for her house 
Chardonnay (6.5 ounces for 
$8.50) and I went with a bot-
tle of Coors Light ($3.95).

We had looked at the 
HH menu online before we 
left home so we had a pretty 
good idea of what we want-
ed, but when we asked April 
what she liked best, she 
told us the Sweet Corn Ta-
male Cakes ($10.95) were 
her favorite so we ordered 
those along with the Chick-
en Taquitos ($9.95). We had 
no idea what either of these 
dishes were, but the descrip-
tions sounded interesting.

Sweet Corn Tamale 
Cakes: Topped with Sour 
Cream, Salsa, Cilantro, Av-
ocado and Salsa Verde

Chicken Taquitos: 
Crispy Corn Tortillas Filled 
with Grilled Chicken, Green 
Chile, Corn, Onion, Cilan-
tro and Cheese. Served with 
Avocado Cream and Salsa 
Verde 

Sounds good, 
no?

While we 
waited, we en-
joyed a piece or 
two of the warm 
p u m p e r n i c k e l 
loaf that April 
brought by with a 
plate of soft but-
ter. It really wasn't 
as crowded as last 

time we had been there. The 
bar/lounge at Cheesecake 
Factory is not large, but it 
can accommodate a lot of 
people with small booths 
along three walls, eight or 
so tables inside that radius, 
and a long bar that seats 
about 12.

Our food came out and 
it was a terrific surprise. The 
Tamale Cakes looked great, 
lined up on a banana leaf, 
stacked with tomatoes and 
sour cream. They were our 
first choices to sample and 
we both thought that they 
were very different from 
anything we knew. They 
had a great mix of flavors 
with a slight snappy kick 
from the salsa verde, all 
piled on top of corn bread 
tamales. So flavorful – April 
was right to suggest them.

The Taquitos were 
crunchy bundles filled with 
chicken pieces, corn, on-
ions, and cheese. A bed of 
creamy avocado and salsa 
added heat and tang. They 
were small in size – fin-
ger-food tidbits – and easy 
to eat.

We really enjoyed trying 
new foods we weren't famil-
iar with. We often go with 
what we know, but this time 
we took a little chance and 
were definitely rewarded. 
Great food at a great price 
– our tab came to just under 
$40 plus tip. We'll have to 
come back sometime; there 
are so many other tempting 
things to try at The Cheese-
cake Factory!

Ken Klingenmeier of-
fers this series of columns, 
called “A Seat at the Ta-
ble,” wherein he reviews 
Indy-area restaurants – spe-
cifically their Happy Hour 
offers. Keep reading The 
Reporter for future restau-
rant reviews.

KEN KLINGENMEIER
A Seat at the Table

COLUMNIST

Happy Hour at The 
Cheesecake Factory Deux

Already low, criminal activities 
further decline in Carmel

Submitted by 
City of Carmel

The result of hard work 
and commitment to the 
Carmel community recent-
ly unveiled crime statis-
tics show a decrease for 
the city in nearly every cat-
egory.

The 2025 National Inci-
dent-Based Reporting Sys-
tem (NIBRS) data submit-
ted to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) by 
the city includes detailed 
data across 46 specific 
crime categories.

Overall, the city once 
again boasts remarkably 
low crime rates. Property 
crime rates are at 7.15 per 
1,000 residents, with violent 
crime rates at .553 per 1,000 
residents – both well below 
the national and compara-
tive averages.

Carmel saw significant 
reductions in several key 
crime categories including:

• Theft (excluding shop-
lifting): down 23 percent

• Theft from motor vehi-
cles: down 25 percent

• Motor vehicle theft: 
down 21 percent

• Burglary: down 55 per-
cent

• Aggravated assault: 
down 18 percent

According to Carmel 
Police Department (CPD) 
Chief Drake Sterling, the 
positive declines are the 
result of focused enforce-
ment, proactive policing, 

strong investiga-
tive work, and the 
daily profession-
alism its officers 
bring to the de-
partment.

“The strong 
c o m m i t m e n t 
shown by our of-
ficers has been the 
single most im-
portant factor in 
the declines we’ve 
seen,” Chief Ster-
ling said. “Thanks 
to Mayor Sue 
Finkam and our 
City Council, we 
have been able 
to hire and train 
more officers, 
bringing both our 
functional and 
authorized strength to the 
highest levels in the city’s 
history. We have more of-
ficers on shift, and our of-
ficers are active; stopping 
cars, conducting vacation 
checks and directed patrols, 
and just being visible, which 
is a great deterrent.”

Chief Sterling addi-
tionally credited the strong 
support from the Hamilton 
County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, Carmel police officers 
feeling empowered to do 
their jobs and bad actors 
knowing that if they commit 
crime in Carmel, they will 
be held accountable.

Technology plays a key 
role in the department's suc-
cess, with initiatives such 

as the Drones as 
First Responder 
program and the 
Hamilton County 
Real-Time Infor-
mation Center 
proving instru-
mental in im-
proving officer 
response times. 
Additionally, the 
Carmel Police 
Department has 
deployed 911 
streaming tech-
nology, routing 
emergency calls 
directly through 
the patrol car, fur-
ther expediting 
emergency re-
sponse.

Chief Sterling 
said community engage-
ment continues to support 
the reduction in crime.

“We are incredibly for-
tunate to have a community 
that holds the department to 
high expectations and prac-
tices good vigilance,” he 
said. “I encourage them to 
continue to call when some-
thing doesn’t seem right.”

Sterling emphasized that 
online fraud continues to be 
an area calling for citizens 
to remain vigilant toward.

“Techniques used by 
fraudsters continue to 
evolve. Without a keen eye 
toward fraudulent activity, it 
is easy to become a victim,” 
Sterling said. “Criminals 
posing as local officials of-

ten attempt to extort money 
by way of threats, creating a 
sense of urgency in resolv-
ing a financial debt like war-
rants, tax payments, etc. It is 
best to simply not engage 
with these bad actors, and 
verify directly with proper 
authorities immediately.”

Sterling added that the 
department is addressing 
this type of behavior by as-
signing two detectives to the 
FBI Financial Crimes Task 
Force.

“Working with the FBI 
enhances our ability to track 
down suspects well outside 
of our jurisdictional author-
ity, which is where many of 
the suspects reside,” he said.

Noting that safety is a 
key priority for Carmel res-
idents and business leaders, 
as well as for those aspiring 
to live in Carmel, Mayor 
Finkam expressed appreci-
ation for CPD’s impressive 
progress over the past year.

“We have a strong and 
well-deserved reputation 
for safety in our commu-
nity, and this data demon-
strates our investment and 
expertise are paying div-
idends that our residents 
truly value,” she said. “I am 
extremely proud of the men 
and women of the Carmel 
Police Department. Their 
hard work and dedication 
help keep Carmel special.”

Carmel’s crime statistics 
and related information can 
be found here.

Sterling

Finkam

Photos provided

Hamilton County 
Reporter
	 More News	 More Sports

. . . and more readers!

https://www.honeybaked.com/home
https://www.statebank1910.bank/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/carmel-small-business-network-march-24-2026-meeting-tickets-1984324824968
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/carmel-small-business-network-march-24-2026-meeting-tickets-1984324824968
https://www.linkedin.com/in/donwettrick/
https://www.startedupfoundation.org/
https://www.startedupfoundation.org/
https://www.carmel.in.gov/377/CSBN
https://menu.thecheesecakefactory.com/in/indianapolis-37/happy-hour/
https://menu.thecheesecakefactory.com/in/indianapolis-37/happy-hour/
https://menu.thecheesecakefactory.com/in/indianapolis-37/happy-hour/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://tinyurl.com/7kyywndp
https://www.facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter/


4	 News & Opinion

Central Indiana Chick-fil-A restaurants 
present Foster Success with $20,000

Submitted
Central Indiana Chick-

fil-A restaurants presented 
nonprofit Foster Success 
with $20,000. The money 
was raised during a fund-
raising campaign late last 
year at 22 participating 
restaurants.

A portion of the pro-
ceeds from every Choc-
olate Chunk Cookie and 
Chocolate Fudge Brownie 
sold at participating loca-
tions during October 2025 
will ensure teens and young 
adults transitioning out of 
foster care have the resourc-
es, support, and encourage-
ment they need to thrive.

“Hoosiers stepped up to 
support the young people 
we work with by buying a 
sweet treat at the 22 central 
Indiana Chick-fil-A loca-
tions,” Foster Success Chief 
Development and Commu-
nications Officer Travis Tes-
ter said. “It is so important 
to organizations like ours to 
have corporate partners, like 
Chick-fil-A who are com-
mitted to giving back to the 
communities they serve. We 
are grateful to the Chick-

fil-A Operators who chose 
Foster Success and to every-
one who bought a cookie or 
brownie for supporting this 
vulnerable and overlooked 
population at a critical point 
in their lives.”

Chick-fil-A presented 
the check during Foster 
Success’s Works Wonders® 
program graduation.

The Works Wonders® 
Workforce Readiness pro-
gram provides job readiness 
skill building for teens and 
young adults (ages 18 to 25) 
who have experienced fos-
ter care. Through the pro-

gram, young professionals 
are supported in discovering 
and pursuing career path-
ways for meaningful em-
ployment. Foster Success 
engages with Central Indi-
ana employers to engage 
and provide internships and 
externships with program 
participants throughout the 
program.

Works Wonders® in-
volves a rigorous combina-
tion of a 16-hour job read-
iness skill-building class, 
followed by six career 
coaching appointments for 
each participant to receive 

personalized support in the 
pursuit of their career goals.

“At Chick-fil-A®, we 
believe in serving more than 
just chicken; we believe in 
serving the people in our 
communities,” Chick-fil-A 
West Carmel Owner-Oper-
ator Evan Williamson said. 
“We are so happy to serve up 
a brighter future to the young 
people that Foster Success 
supports and thank all Hoo-
siers who helped make this 
donation possible.”

For more information 
about Foster Success, visit 
FosterSuccess.org. 

Photo provided

Kroger brings Zepbound KwikPen to pharmacy,
expanding access & savings for self-pay patients
Submitted

The Kroger Co. and The 
Kroger Family of Pharma-
cies have announced that as 
part of its continued com-
mitment to expanding ac-
cess to high-demand GLP-
1 therapies, Zepbound® 
KwikPen – the newly 
launched, multi-dose de-
livery option of Eli Lilly’s 
weight-management medi-
cation – is now available at 
participating Kroger phar-
macies, bringing patients a 
more convenient option for 
obtaining their medication.

Savings at the 
pharmacy counter
The Kroger Family of 

Pharmacies honor manufac-
turer-sponsored programs, 

including Lilly’s KwikPen 
Self-Pay Savings Card for 
Zepbound®, according to 
each program’s eligibility 
requirements and terms and 
conditions. For eligible pa-
tients, these programs may 
help lower out-of-pocket 
costs. This marks the first 
time self-pay patients may 
be eligible for Lilly’s savings 
program for this product at a 
retail pharmacy location.

Pharmacy associates 
also support patients in navi-
gating all available payment 
options, including insurance 
benefits, manufacturer pro-
grams and discount cards. 
This empowers patients to 
choose the pathway that 
works best for them. Insur-

ance coverage and pricing 
vary by individual.

“Our customers and 
communities want afford-
able, effective weight-man-
agement treatment options 
with real affordability,” said 

Colleen Lindholz, Group 
Vice President and Pres-
ident of Kroger Health. 
“Zepbound® KwikPen is 
now accessible to patients at 

Photo provided by Eric Halvorson

BlackRock wants
Indiana’s power grid. 
Here’s why I object.

BlackRock, 
along with EQT, 
the Qatar Invest-
ment Authority, 
and CalPERS, 
have announced 
a $33 billion deal 
to acquire AES 
Corp., the parent 
company of AES 
Indiana.

I am extremely con-
cerned by the news that 
more than 500,000 Hoosiers 
in Marion, Hendricks, Mor-
gan, Boone, Hamilton, Put-
nam, Johnson, Shelby, and 
Hancock counties will now 
be served by a consortium 
that has fundamental con-
flicts with Hoosier values. 
Every one of these entities 
is concerning, and together 
this combined consortium 
is very troubling. This con-
sortium will jointly own 
the power grid that central 
Indiana families depend on 
every single day. Hoosiers 
deserve to know who is ask-
ing for their trust – and what 
that trust is worth.

BlackRock isn't here 
for our sugar cream pies. 
They're here because Indi-
ana's grid is a once-in-a-gen-
eration infrastructure asset, 
and they want to own it.

In 2024, my office 
investigated and placed 
BlackRock on a watch list. 
Upon my recommendation 
as state treasurer, the INPRS 
board voted unanimously to 
remove BlackRock as a ma-
jor asset manager for Indi-
ana's public pensions.

We are now faced with 
a consortium that not only 
includes BlackRock but 
also CalPERS, an agency 
funded below the national 
average and facing a con-
gressional probe for losing 
more than $300 million in 
pension funds due to mis-
management and poor lead-
ership; the Qatar Investment 
Authority; and a European 
private equity firm with no 

real interest in the 
lives of everyday 
Hoosiers.

When it 
comes to Wall 
Street proxy 
fights, corpora-
tions can argue 
it out in board-
rooms. But when 
the asset at issue 

is Indiana's power grid, the 
stakes are different – and 
the people paying the bill 
don't get a vote.

Gov. Mike Braun, the 
Indiana Utility Regulatory 
Commission, the Indiana 
General Assembly, and 
leaders from both parties 
have stated that affordabil-
ity is a key policy priority 
and that lowering costs for 
Hoosiers should be a pri-
mary concern for state gov-
ernment. Hoosier leaders 
have shown their willing-
ness to tackle affordability 
and security.

A few years ago, when 
another private equity firm, 
Blackstone, purchased a 
stake in NiSource subsidiary 
NIPSCO – the utility that 
provides energy to north-
west Indiana – customers 
soon found themselves fac-
ing a significant rate hike. 
Will this consortium do the 
same? Will it prioritize a 
European ESG framework 
over grid reliability? Will it 
use Indiana's infrastructure 
to advance an agenda that 
Hoosier ratepayers never 
voted for and cannot afford?

These are not hypothet-
ical questions. They are the 
logical extension of a track 
record BlackRock has already 
established – in Indiana.

As Indiana's state trea-
surer, I manage more than 
$16 billion on behalf of 
Hoosier taxpayers and retir-
ees. I know what it looks like 
when a financial institution 
prioritizes its own agenda 

DANIEL ELLIOTT

Guest COLUMNIST

See Zepbound . . . Page 5 See Power . . . Page 5
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317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday

1/2 Price Bottles of 
Wine On Wednesdays

Reservations Recommended 

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Kirby Brothers Plumbing
65 Years of Experience

Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Well Services

All Types Of Plumbing Needs
Owner: David Kirby

Call: 765-481-6810 
Email: kirbybros1@gmail.com

Business cardsInside the Sound: a groundbreaking 
immersive musical event in Fishers
The REPORTER

The Fishers Event Cen-
ter invites you to prepare for 
a sonic experience that de-
fies expectations.

Two of the most popular 
and celebrated ensembles in 
the marching arts, The Cav-
aliers and Carolina Crown 
Drum and Bugle Corps, are 
coming indoors for a first-
of-its-kind joint venture ti-
tled “Inside The Sound: An 
Immersive Musical Experi-
ence,” presented by Paige’s 
Music live at the Fishers 
Event Center on Saturday, 
June 27. 

This event offers a de-
parture from the tradition-
al stadium setting of drum 
corps. Scheduled just days 
before both groups launch 
their competitive summer 
tours, “Inside The Sound” 
strips away the distance of 
a football field to provide an 
exclusive, up-close look at 
the raw power and technical 
mastery of these world-class 
performers.

Tickets for this pre-
miere, one-of-a-kind event 
are on sale now at Fishers 
EventCenter.com.

For the Fishers commu-
nity and those new to the 
activity, this is far from a 
traditional indoor concert. 
“Inside The Sound” is a 

high-octane, profession-
al-grade display of brass 
and percussion that vibrates 
through the floorboards and 
demands to be felt as much 
as heard. Each group fea-
tures more than 80 brass 
performers and 35 percus-
sionists, creating a massive, 
high-impact wall of sound 
specifically designed to fill 
the theater with incredible 
intensity. The acoustics of 
the Fishers Event Center 
will place the audience at 
the heart of an intense, pre-
cision-driven performance.

This event brings to-
gether two legendary orga-
nizations that represent the 
absolute pinnacle of their 

craft. The Cavaliers, based 
in Rosemont, Ill., are one of 
the most recognizable names 
in the world with seven DCI 
World Championship titles 
to their credit. Joining them 
is Carolina Crown from 
Fort Mill, S.C., a fan-fa-
vorite powerhouse that has 
achieved the remarkable 
feat of placing in the top five 
globally every year since 
2008.

The performers of both 
groups are talented young 
adults showcasing elite ath-
leticism and top-tier musi-
cianship. Members of each 
corps undergo a rigorous 
winter audition process and 
a grueling training sched-

ule, coming together once a 
month from December until 
May, and then moving in 
together to rehearse daily. 
More than 12-hour rehears-
al days in the summer allow 
these groups to achieve a 
level of synchronization and 
musicality that rivals profes-
sional orchestras and Broad-
way productions. “Inside 
The Sound” is the culmina-
tion of thousands of hours of 
preparation, brought into an 
intimate, high-energy indoor 
setting just before the groups 
begin their national travels.

For more information on 
the performing ensembles, 
visit cavaliers.org and car-
olinacrown.org. 

Carmel government condemns antisemitic 
comments on post about Holocaust event

By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

The Indianapolis Jew-
ish Community Relations 
Council says it’s been 
working with the Carm-
el city government after it 
received antisemitic com-
ments on a social media 
post Thursday, March 12 
about an upcoming Holo-
caust remembrance event.

A statement from the 
Jewish relations council 
said it worked with the city 
government to understand 
the First Amendment con-
straints it is under. 

The Jewish relations 
council’s statement contin-
ued, “Carmel has decided it 
will not give into hate and 
will continue to promote 
and uplift survivor voices 
and this year’s observance. 
We also agree that we can-
not give in to hate. These 
comments exemplify why 
it is more important than 
ever that they continue to 
promote this program and 

draws further attention to the 
desperate need for continued 
Holocaust education. We 
appreciate Carmel’s engage-
ment with us on this issue.”

The Jewish relations 
council said the Carmel 
government’s social me-
dia post and the comments 
it generated came amid 
Thursday’s shooting at a 
West Bloomfield, Mich., 
synagogue. An attacker 
armed with a rifle rammed 
his vehicle into one of the 
nation’s largest reform syn-
agogues, driving through a 
hallway as security opened 
fire, fatally shooting him, 
The Associated Press said.

The Indianapolis coun-
cil’s statement said it’s 
monitoring events at Tem-
ple Israel while working 
with the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Indianapolis on 
security measures for local 
synagogues and schools. 
The Indianapolis council’s 
statement said no congre-
gants or visitors were in-
jured at Temple Israel.

The Indianapolis coun-
cil’s statement read, “We 
will work to make sure we 
are always able to come 
together as a community, 
attend our Jewish schools 
and worship at our syna-
gogues and temples free 
from the fear of these types 
of violent attacks.”

The Carmel city gov-
ernment’s post made on 
Facebook, made just before 
12:30 p.m. Thursday, March 
12, gave details on the city’s 
event.

Alex Kor, the son of 
American-Romanian Holo-
caust survivor Eva Mozes 
Kor, will speak at the Car-
mel event at noon April 24 
at The Tarkington Theater. 
Eva Kor and her husband, 
American citizen Michael 
Kor, raised their children in 
Terre Haute. She died July 
4, 2019, in Krakow, Poland.

The Carmel city govern-
ment added this comment to 
its post: “Some comments 
made below on the Carmel 
Holocaust Remembrance 

Day post have sought to de-
grade rather than celebrate 
this important community 
event. These comments are 
offensive and do not reflect 
Carmel. As a public enti-
ty, we are constrained in 
our ability to remove com-
ments. However, we do re-
port comments that violate 
the terms and conditions of 
the social media platform.

“These comments re-
mind us that there is still 
work to do. Please join in on 
April 24th to do it together.”

This story was orig-
inally published by 
WISH-TV at wishtv.com/
news / loca l -news /car -
mel -government -con-
demns-antisemitic-com-
ments-on-post-about-holo-
caust-event.

participating Kroger retail 
pharmacies, and for the first 
time this product is avail-
able to self-pay patients 
eligible for Lilly’s savings 
program at a retail pharma-
cy location.”

Support that extends 
beyond the prescription

Patients filling GLP-
1 prescriptions at Kroger 
Family of Pharmacies have 
access to a range of ser-
vices designed to support 
adherence, education, and 
long-term health outcomes, 
including:

• Personalized phar-
macist counseling on how 
GLP-1 medications work, 
what to expect, and how to 

manage side effects
• Virtual nutrition care 

from registered dietitians to 
help patients build sustain-
able, individualized lifestyle 
plans

• Integrated care con-
necting pharmacy teams 
with The Little Clinic loca-
tions and provider services, 
as elected by patients, sup-
porting continuity across 
the full care journey

• Access to a wide va-
riety of fresh, protein- and 
fiber-rich foods, an ad-
vantage unique to Kroger, 
where patients can fill their 
prescription and support 
their nutrition goals in a 
single visit

• Ongoing referrals to 
dietitians and other health-
care providers, when appro-
priate, to reinforce a holis-
tic, long-term approach to 
weight management

Together, these services 
reflect Kroger’s mission 
to make care more acces-
sible, affordable, and pa-
tient-centered – beginning 
at the pharmacy counter and 
extending throughout the 
health journey.

*Zepbound® KwikPen 
is a prescription medica-
tion. A valid prescription 
from a licensed healthcare 
provider is required. Avail-
ability and eligibility for 
savings programs may vary.

over the people it's supposed 
to serve. I think of the fam-
ily in Indianapolis watching 
their electric bill creep up 
every month. I think of the 
farmer in Hendricks County 
who cannot afford to have 
his power bill become a po-
litical statement. I think of 
the small-business owner in 
Avon who cannot pass a rate 
increase on to her customers.

These Hoosiers don't 
have a lobbyist in Washing-
ton. They don't have a seat 
at the table when a $33 bil-
lion deal gets signed.

Indiana has always wel-
comed investment – and 
so do I. Railroads, ports, 
highways, airfields, and fi-
ber – we have bet on every 
generation of infrastructure 
because we understood 

what it could do for our 
people. But welcoming in-
vestment has never meant 
surrendering accountability. 
It has always meant holding 
every investor to the same 
standard: Prove you are here 
for Indiana.

The burden of proof 
is on them. Hoosiers are 
watching. Until then, I can-
not support this deal.

Power
from Page 4

Zepbound
from Page 4
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Noblesville High School to host 13 choirs 
for third annual competition on March 21
Submitted

Noblesville High School 
(NHS) Choral Department 
will serve as host for No-
blesville High School’s third 
annual Indiana Show Choir 
Championships on Satur-
day, March 21, to be held at 
NHS.

The community can join 
these choirs for an exciting 
day celebrating the excel-
lence of high school show 
choir in the state that start-
ed it all. For the uninitiated, 
show choir combines choral 
singing with dynamic cho-
reography, and each school 
performs a set lasting about 
20 minutes.

NHS choir directors 
John Neubauer and Claire 
Rancourt say they are excit-
ed to bring this Champion-
ship to NHS where 13 choirs 
from eight area schools will 
compete all day long with 
awards in the evening. Plus, 
three NHS show choirs will 
perform exhibition shows at 
various times throughout the 
day, which runs from 9:30 
a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Awards 
will be at 9 p.m.

“It is wonderful for the 
choir community in No-
blesville to host this event 
gathering great choirs from 
all over the state,” Neubau-
er said. “We share our hos-
pitality and show them the 
community and class that 
encompasses the musical 
community in Noblesville.”

NHS expects more than 
500 high school students, 
plus an additional more than 
1,200 adults from around 
Indiana and the Indianapolis 
area to attend. Plus, a lot of 
show choir singers who still 
live in the area and folks in 
the community who are in-
terested in watching these 
show choirs are expected 
to attend. The show choir 
event is open to the public.

There will be a pancake 
and sausage breakfast made 
by Noblesville Kiwanis 
Sunrisers and served up by 
NHS choir volunteers. The 
Sunrisers are celebrating 
their 50th anniversary in 
March. A variety of food – 
roast beef, chicken, pizza, 

hot dogs, baked potatoes, 
and more – will also be 
available for sale during the 
day and evening.

Descending upon NHS 
will be small univoice, large 
univoice, small mixed and 
large mixed show choirs that 
hail from Ben Davis High 
School, Bishop Dwenger 
High School, Bishop Luers 
High School, Carmel High 
School, Franklin Communi-
ty High School, New Castle 
High School, Warren Cen-
tral High School, and West-
field High School.

NHS show choirs – Sen-
sation at 9:35 a.m., New Di-
mension at 5:30 p.m., and 
NHS Singers at 8:25 p.m., 
(all approximate times) – 

will perform exhibition 
shows during the Indiana 
Show Choir Championships 
at NHS. The NHS Singers, 
the school’s oldest show 
choir, has been a key com-
ponent of the NHS Choral 
Music community since the 
1970s.

Gaylor Electric stepped 
up again for the third year 
as Indiana Show Choir 

Championships’ Present-
ing Sponsor. Noblesville’s 
George Kristo is a sponsor 
for the third year, as is Lo-
gan Street Signs & Banners 
and Noblesville Trophies. 
Other returning sponsors for 
all three years are Amazing 
Athletes & Jump Bunch, 
T&T Sales and Promotions, 
CSO Architects, First Mer-
chants Bank, Noblesville 

Elks, Pathways to Healing 
Counseling, Ayer’s Real 
Estate, Clancy’s Hospitali-
ty and Grand Global Vaca-
tions. There are many other 
returning and new sponsors 
and supporters for this event.

Tickets are $20 for the 
day at the door. Full-color 
souvenir programs are $5.

For more information 
visit NoblesvilleChoirs.org.

Photos courtesy Jeremy Fisk
Noblesville High School NHS Singers large mixed-division show choir (left), New Dimension large univoice show choir (center), 
and Sensation small univoice show choir (right) will perform an exhibition show during the school’s third annual Indiana Show 
Choir Championships on March 21. The event is open to the public.

6	 News

Submitted
SkyView Advisors has 

arranged the sale of Spring 
Valley Storage, a well-es-
tablished self-storage facil-
ity located at 21335 State 
Road 19 in Cicero.

The transaction reflects 
continued investor demand 
for high-occupancy assets 
in supply-constrained sub-
urban markets with clear 
rent-growth potential.

Spring Valley Storage 
totals 55,050 net rentable 
square feet across 390 
units and was operating at 
approximately 99 percent 
physical occupancy at the 
time of sale. Originally built 
in 1992 and expanded in 

the early 2000s, the facili-
ty benefits from strong lo-
cal demographics, no new 
self-storage developments 
within a five-mile radius, 
and meaningful upside as 

rental rates trend toward 
market levels.

The transaction was bro-
kered by Hunter Sells and 
Keith McCoy of SkyView 
Advisors.

The REPORTER
Roots-rockers The Ba-

con Brothers, featuring 
composer Michael Bacon 
and actor Kevin Bacon, will 
deliver the headline perfor-
mance at Allied Solutions 
Center for the Performing 
Arts’ annual fundraiser, the 
Center Celebration 2026 
presented by Ice Miller.

Hosted by Artistic Di-
rector Michael Feinstein, 
the Sept. 19 gala at the 
Payne & Mencias Palladi-
um will include cocktails, 
dinner, a live auction, and 
two after-parties following 
The Bacon Brothers’ set. 
All proceeds support Allied 
Solutions Center’s perfor-
mance programming and 
its wide array of education 
and enrichment opportuni-
ties for people of all ages. 
Information on table reser-
vations, sponsorship oppor-
tunities and more are avail-
able at TheCenterPresents.
org/Gala.

Kevin Bacon, of course, 
is the A-list Hollywood star 
known for roles in classic 
films including Footloose, 
National Lampoon’s An-
imal House, JFK, A Few 
Good Men, Apollo 13, and 
Mystic River. Michael, an 
associate professor at New 
York’s Lehman College, is 
a multi-instrumentalist and 
the Emmy-winning com-
poser of hundreds of film 
and television scores.

The Philadelphia na-
tives have spent nearly three 
decades creating an original 
mix of folk, rock, soul, and 
country music – “forosoco,” 
they call it – and sharing 
it around the world, from 
headlining gigs in Japan 
to performances at iconic 
venues like Carnegie Hall 
and the Grand Ole Opry. 
In 2024, they released their 
12th album, Ballad of the 
Brothers. They have visited 
once before, performing in 

October 2011 during Al-
lied Solutions Center’s first 
full season.

Programs supported by 
Center Celebration proceeds 
include the Peanut Butter & 
Jam performance series for 
families with young chil-
dren; the Prism Project, a 
performing arts summer 
camp for youth with disabil-
ities; free matinee perfor-
mances and science presen-
tations for school groups; 
a donor-funded Transpor-
tation Grant Program that 
reimburses transportation 
costs for school groups at-
tending events; and arts 
classes for adults, including 
vocal music, songwriting, 
two levels of stand-up com-
edy instruction and three 
levels of ukulele instruction.

The gala revenue is gen-
erated through table reser-
vations, corporate sponsor-
ships, direct donations, and 

the auction for prize pack-
ages including luxury get-
aways and VIP professional 
sports experiences, donated 
by Allied Solutions Center 
supporters. This year’s Gala 
Steering Committee is led by 
Carmel residents David and 
Annette Greene, now serv-
ing their second year as co-
chairs, and Carl Butler and 
Jeffrey Goens, serving the 
first of two years in the role.

Last year’s Center Cel-
ebration 2025 presented 
by Ice Miller, with rocker 
Richard Marx as the head-
liner, generated a record 
$708,000 in support of Al-
lied Solutions Center’s mis-
sion “to inspire and engage 
the Indiana community with 
enriching arts experiences.” 
Other past headliners have 
included Chris Botti, Amy 
Grant, Straight No Chaser, 
Chris Isaak, and Dionne 
Warwick.

The Bacon Brothers to 
headline Sept. 19 gala

Photo by Jeff Fasano
If you attend this show, you can reduce your own 
Six Degrees of Kevin Bacon number to 1, or be the 
reference for your friends, whose Bacon numbers 
then become 2.

Photo provided

SkyView Advisors facilitates sale 
of Spring Valley Storage in Cicero

https://noblesvillechoirs.org/
https://qtego.us/l/prevailfashion/tickets
https://footlite.org/buy-tickets/
http://thecenterpresents.org/Gala
http://thecenterpresents.org/Gala
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Don't just ride the rails . . . Bike them!

NickelPlateExpress.com/railbike-rides

Forest Park 
Rail Adventure

An 8-mile round trip  
rail bike ride starting at  

Hobbs Station in Forest Park.
White River 

Family Cruise
Enjoy this short, scenic  

rail bike ride from  
Hobbs Station in Forest Park. 

Reitenour campaign expands leadership team, calls
for media accountability in Secretary of State race
Submitted

Republican candidate 
for Indiana Secretary of 
State Jamie Reitenour an-
nounced the expansion of 
her campaign leadership 
team while continuing to 
call for fair and equal media 
access for all candidates in 
the statewide race.

Reitenour announced 
the appointment of Jacque 
Cansler as Communica-
tions Director and Danessa 
Mortenson as Campaign Di-
rector for the Reitenour for 
Secretary of State campaign 
as the statewide effort con-
tinues expanding grassroots 
engagement with delegates 
and voters across Indiana.

“Jacque Cansler will 
help ensure our campaign 
communicates directly with 
the press and with delegates 
and voters across Indiana,” 
Reitenour said. “Hoosiers 
deserve to hear from every 
candidate seeking statewide 
office, and fair access to in-
formation is essential to the 
integrity of our elections.”

Danessa Mortenson will 
serve as Campaign Director, 
overseeing campaign oper-

ations, grassroots mobili-
zation, and organizational 
development as the cam-
paign continues its outreach 
across Indiana.

“Danessa Mortenson 
brings strength, organiza-
tion, and dedication to the 
mission of empowering 
Hoosiers,” Reitenour said. 
“Our campaign is focused 
on engaging the people of 
Indiana directly, and Danes-
sa’s leadership will help en-
sure we continue building a 
strong grassroots movement 
across all 92 counties.”

The campaign also 
raised concerns about un-
even media coverage in 
statewide races. Reitenour 
pointed to her experience 
during the 2024 Republican 
gubernatorial primary, when 
she says she was excluded 
from debates while other 
candidates were allowed to 
participate.

“When a ballot-qualified 
candidate is excluded from 
debates, surveys, or public 
communications distribut-
ed to voters, it raises seri-
ous concerns about fairness 
and transparency for com-

munications that 
reference candi-
dates or influence 
election outcomes 
under the Federal 
Election Cam-
paign Act (52 
U.S.C. §30101), 
including report-
ing requirements 
for public com-
munications and related ex-
penditures,” Reitenour said.

Reitenour stated that 
her campaign will continue 
monitoring media coverage 
and any communications 
that intentionally miscon-
strue the facts.

“As a candidate for 
Secretary of State – the 
office given the title ‘chief 
election officer’ – I will 
not run for that office and 
ignore conduct that inter-
feres with fair elections or 
denies voters full informa-
tion about their choices,” 
Reitenour said.

Reitenour also noted that 
in 1995 Indiana law shift-
ed significant election au-
thority away from the duly 
elected Secretary of State to 
the Indiana Election Com-

mission and the 
Indiana Election 
Division. These 
two quasi-gov-
erning bodies 
now exercise sub-
stantial authority 
over Indiana elec-
tions – including 
administration, 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n , 

rulemaking, enforcement 
actions, and the adjudica-
tion of election disputes – 
while the elected Secretary 
of State has limited author-
ity to alter or overrule those 
determinations. Members of 
these entities are appointed 
by the governor.

Reitenour said the struc-
ture raises a fundamental 
constitutional question: can 
the legislature delegate core 
election authority away from 
an elected constitutional of-
ficer to unelected bodies that 
are not directly accountable 
to the electorate?

“Elections are a funda-
mental right,” Reitenour 
said. “When authority over 
the administration and adju-
dication of elections is del-
egated to unelected bodies 

insulated from voters, Hoo-
siers deserve to ask whether 
that structure respects the 
spirit and accountability re-
quired by our Constitution.”

“The people believe 
the Secretary of State’s 
office has been given the 
authority to protect the 
integrity of Indiana’s elec-
tions,” Reitenour added. 
“That integrity begins with 
transparency, equal access, 
and respect for the Rule of 
Law – also known as the 
Supreme Law – which is 
our Constitution.”

Reitenour has told del-
egates she is committed 
to restoring confidence in 
Indiana’s election system 
and giving elections back to 
“We the People.”

“Models for pre-
cinct-level hand counting 
of paper ballots have been 
developed by organizations 
such as Indiana First Action 
and have also been reflect-
ed in proposed legislation 
before the Indiana General 
Assembly calling for secure 
hand-marked, watermarked 
paper ballots counted at the 
precinct.

“No more expensive 
machines with third parties 
holding the source code 
in escrow. We want paper 
ballots with watermarks, 
precinct voting, and pre-
cinct-level hand counting,” 
Reitenour said. “Paper 
ballot systems are widely 
used in states like Missou-
ri, which uses paper ballots 
with manual audits, and in 
countries such as France, 
where national elections 
are conducted with paper 
ballots that are counted 
by hand in a single night. 
Hoosiers being involved 
in their elections is healthy 
and wise.”

The Reitenour cam-
paign continues traveling 
across the state, meeting 
with grassroots organiza-
tions, delegates, and com-
munity leaders, and will 
announce upcoming town 
halls as Hoosiers prepare to 
elect Republican delegates 
in the May primary ahead 
of the June 19 and 20 Re-
publican State Convention, 
where the Republican nom-
inee for Secretary of State 
will be chosen.

Reitenour

Paul C. Sweeney receives endorsement
from Carmel Professional Fire Fighters Union
Submitted

Paul C. Sweeney, Re-
publican candidate for 
Hamilton County Superior 
Court 9, has earned the en-
dorsement of the Carmel 
Professional Fire Fighters, 
IAFF Local 4444. The en-
dorsement was formally ex-
tended on March 6 by Sean 
Sutton, President of the Car-
mel Professional Fire Fight-
ers Union.

In the endorsement let-
ter, Sutton noted that the 
organization rated Sweeney 
“well qualified” to serve in 
the office he seeks, citing 
his leadership and commit-

ment to public 
service.

“I am honored 
to receive the sup-
port of the Carmel 
Professional Fire 
Fighters,” Swee-
ney said. “These 
men and women 
put their lives on 
the line every day 
to protect our community. 
Their endorsement reflects a 
shared commitment to pub-
lic safety and service, and 
I will carry that with me to 
the bench.”

Sweeney is a Hoosier by 
choice, having lived in Car-

mel for the past 40 
years, with more 
than 35 years of 
volunteer service 
in our communi-
ty, and 29 years of 
trial and litigation 
experience. He 
currently serves 
as Senior Counsel 
at Ice Miller LLP, 

where he focuses his prac-
tice on commercial, wage 
and hour, non-compete and 
employment litigation. A 
graduate of Carmel High 
School, Indiana Universi-
ty, and the Indiana Univer-
sity Robert H. McKinney 

School of Law, magna cum 
laude, Sweeney has handled 
more than 60 bench and 
jury trials and arbitrations 
nationwide.

Sweeney is running to 
bring servant leadership, 
fairness, and extensive le-
gal experience to Hamilton 
County Superior Court 9, 
which will begin operations 
on Jan. 1, 2027. He supports 
expanding problem-solving 
courts in Hamilton County, 
including a mental health 
court.

Learn more about the 
candidate at SweeneyFor-
Judge.com.

Sweeney

Submitted
Momentum continues 

to build for Dr. Juanita Al-
bright’s campaign for State 
Senate District 
31 as U.S. Sen-
ator Jim Banks 
announced his en-
dorsement.

Senator Banks 
joins a growing 
coalition of sup-
port behind Dr. 
Albright, includ-
ing endorsements 
from Americans 
for Prosperity, the Indiana 
State Police Alliance, and 
the Indiana Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Dr. Albright brings a 
unique background to the 
race as both a physician and 
education leader, giving her 
firsthand experience with 
two of the most important 
issues at the Statehouse: 
healthcare and education. 
Her extensive career caring 
for patients within the com-
munity and her leadership 
as multi-year President of 
the Hamilton Southeastern 
School Board has provided 
her with real-world insight 
into the challenges Indiana 
families face every day. 

“Dr. Juanita Albright is 
committed to strengthen-
ing education, improving 
healthcare, and bringing 
conservative leadership to 
the Statehouse,” Sen. Banks 
said. “She has my full sup-
port and endorsement.”

Throughout her time in 
public service, Dr. Albright 
has consistently stood for 
academic excellence for 
students, parents’ rights in 
education, responsible gov-
ernment, and policies that 

strengthen Indiana families 
and communities. 

“I’m honored to have 
the support of Senator Jim 

Banks,” Dr. Al-
bright said. “Sen-
ator Banks has 
been a tireless 
advocate for In-
diana’s families, 
our military, and 
our conservative 
values. I’m grate-
ful for the grow-
ing support of our 
campaign as we 

work to bring practical lead-
ership and real-world expe-
rience to the Statehouse.” 

Dr. Albright is running 
for Indiana State Senate 
District 31 to bring her 
experience in healthcare, 
education leadership, and 
community service to the 
Indiana Senate and to en-
sure Indiana remains a great 
place to live, work, and raise 
a family. 

Learn more about the 
candidate at AlbrightFo-
rIndiana.com.

Albright

U.S. Senator Jim Banks 
endorses Dr. Juanita

Albright for State Senate

Accurate
Balanced
Local
News

https://www.lyons-realty.com/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides
http://www.sweeneyforjudge.com/
http://www.sweeneyforjudge.com/
https://www.albrightforindiana.com/
https://www.albrightforindiana.com/
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By DANIEL SHOCK
A Seat on the Aisle

She did it.
Not much of a spoiler. 

In Sophie Treadwell’s 1928 
expressionist drama Machi-
nal, the murder is never the 
mystery. The real question, 
one that feels eerily contem-
porary nearly a century lat-
er, is how an ordinary wom-
an becomes so suffocated 
by the machinery of work, 
marriage, and social expec-
tation that violence begins 
to look like freedom.

I’ll confess: the first half 
left me uneasy, and not in 
the good way. The dialogue 
felt mechanical, the pacing 
relentless, the repetitions al-
most unnatural. Then the sec-
ond half began, and suddenly 
the discomfort made sense. 
The unease wasn’t a flaw; it 
was the point. For a time, the 
audience isn’t simply watch-
ing Helen’s story. We are 
trapped inside her head.

That sensation is rein-
forced by the design. Kai 
Harris’ circular stage, em-
blazoned with gear imagery, 
is a literal reminder that Hel-
en’s world is governed by 
machinery, social and eco-
nomic. Minimal furniture 
and tall movable panels keep 
the environments abstract as 
scenes shift fluidly between 
office, bedroom, and prison. 
Aaron Burns’ lighting proj-
ects a ticking gear across the 
floor, time itself advancing 
in rigid increments. And the 
steeply curved seating of 
Shelton Auditorium wraps 
the audience around the 
playing space like a tribu-
nal, so that by the courtroom 
scenes, we realize we’ve 
been the jury all along.

Director Marcia Ep-
pich-Harris frames the sto-
ry as memories flashing 
through Helen’s mind in her 
final moment before execu-

tion, a concept that fits the 
play’s dreamlike, episod-
ic structure beautifully. As 
Helen, Alaine Sims carries 
the evening with impressive 
control, tracing the tight-
ening vise of expectation 
without melodrama. Brant 
Hughes brings relaxed 
charm as her lover, a role 
originated on Broadway by 
a young Clark Gable. 

Natalie Beglin’s rap-
id-fire switchboard oper-
ator is a comic highlight, 
while Beverly Roche’s qui-
etly resigned mother offers 
a grounded counterpoint. 
Patrick Vaughn moves con-
vincingly through the key 
authority figures in Helen’s 
life, her boss, her husband, 
and her lawyer, each one 
recognizable and oppressive 

in equal measure. J. Charles 
Weimer brings period au-
thenticity to his several roles 
throughout the evening. 

Both Nia Hughes, whose 
lovely singing moments add 
unexpected lyrical texture, 
and Adriana Menefee bring 
warmth and versatility to 
the ensemble, helping flesh 
out the social world pressing 
in on Helen from all sides. 
Together the cast creates 
a vivid, cohesive machine 
around the Young Woman, 
every character another cog 
tightening against her. 

Nearly a century after its 
premiere, Treadwell’s play 
still hums with unsettling 
relevance. Southbank The-
atre Company’s production 
is a powerful reminder that 
some theatrical machines 

never stop turning.
We may begin the play 

knowing she did it. What 
still lingers is the more un-
settling question Treadwell 
leaves us with: why?

Southbank Theatre 
Company’s Machinal con-
tinues at Shelton Audito-
rium at Butler University 
through March 22. Tickets 
and information are avail-
able through Southbank 
Theatre Company’s website, 
southbanktheatre.org.

Content advisory: The pro-
duction includes a brief scene 
of sexuality and moments of 
flashing lighting effects that 
may affect photo-sensitive au-
dience members. 

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.

Photo by Rob Slaven / IndyGhostLight.com
Alaine Sims as Helen with her boss and soon-to-be husband, played by 
Patrick Vaughn.

Machinal is a mystery-less murder 
humming with unsettling relevance

Northern GOP Club
announces next meeting
The REPORTER

The Northern Hamilton 
County GOP will hold its 
next meeting at 6 p.m. Mon-
day, March 23 at Greeks 
Pizzeria, 417 S. Main St., 
Sheridan.

Speakers will include 
candidates for Hamilton 
County Sheriff, Sheridan 
Town Council, judicial 
candidates. State Senator 
Jim Buck will provide an 
update from the General 
Assembly. Attendees will 
also have an opportunity to 
meet other candidates and 
office holders.

Candidates: Feel free 
to bring your signs and lit-
erature for people to take 
home.

If you would like to at-
tend, please RSVP to emily.
pearson317@gmail.com 
by Saturday, March 21. The 
cost of the dinner is $10 for 
guests and free for sponsors 
and members.

Club goals are:
1. Make it easier for Re-

publican men and women in 

Northern Hamilton County 
to meet and speak with Re-
publicans holding and run-
ning for office.

2. Address concerns 
happening in the northern 
part of Hamilton County 
(Cicero, Sheridan, Arcadia, 
and Atlanta), but all Repub-
licans in Hamilton County 
are welcome to attend.

3. Share information 
to help precinct commit-
teepeople staff their polls 
and connect them with poll 
workers.

4. Inform people of up-
coming events, and volun-
teer.
Emily Pearson, President
Dustin Dixon, Vice President
Adrienne Rogers, Treasurer
Heather Souder, Secretary

The Easter Bunny is on his way
to Sheridan Public Library!

The annual Indoor Easter Egg Hunt & Bunny Visit 
will return to the Sheridan Public Library from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. Saturday, March 21. Hunts will begin every 
15 minutes.

This event is for kids aged 10 and under. Children 
are encouraged to bring baskets or bags to carry eggs.

For more information on upcoming events, please 
visit sheridan.lib.in.us.

Community News

Accurate. Balanced.
You’re reading

The Reporter

https://www.facebook.com/events/961345296233482
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://southbanktheatre.org/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
http://indyghostlight.com/
mailto:emily.pearson317%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:emily.pearson317%40gmail.com?subject=
https://sheridan.lib.in.us/
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Today’s Bible Reading
Korah, Dathan and Abiram

As soon as he finished saying all this, the ground 
under them split apart and the earth opened its 
mouth and swallowed them and their households, 
and all those associated with Korah, together with 
their possessions. They went down alive into the 
realm of the dead, with everything they owned; the 
earth closed over them, and they perished and were 
gone from the community. At their cries, all the 
Israelites around them fled, shouting, “The earth is 
going to swallow us too!”

And fire came out from the Lord and consumed 
the 250 men who were offering the incense.

Numbers 16:31-35 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

SOLD!SOLD!PENDING! SOLD! SOLD!
7389 E 209th Street

NOBLESVILLE 
11405 Haverstick Road

CARMEL
1307 Cliff View Drive

WESTFIELD

18826 Long  
Walk Lane

NOBLESVILLE

875 S 9th street
NOBLESVILLE

The Deakyne Team REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS“Speak 
to Deak!” www.speaktodeak.com

317.695.6032  Jennifer  | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer

Located in downtown 
Noblesville, this beautiful  

1912 Craftsman perfectly blends 
historic charm (original trim, 

staircase) with modern updates, 
including a remodeled kitchen, 

finished outbuilding, and  
fenced yard.

Listed at $430,000

Fantastic waterfront condo on 
Morse Reservoir’s secluded 
Waterscape side! 3BR/2BA, 
boat dock #104, fireplace, 
and deck offer year-round 
fun, relaxation, and scenic 

waterfront living with beaches 
and kayak storage.

Improved Price $484,900

This immaculate ranch in 
Carmel boasts hardwood 
floors, crown molding, a 

stone fireplace, and a relaxing 
sunroom. It sits on .37 

acres, a four-minute walk 
to Woodbrook Elementary. 

Spotless basement and garage.
Listed at $409,900

This 4BR/2.5BA home with a 
3-car garage offers a covered 

front porch overlooking a pond. 
Flexible living spaces, a 2-story 
great room with fireplace, and  
a spacious kitchen. Primary 

bedroom features  
a spa-like bath.

Improved Price $479,900 

This fantastic 4BR/3BA, nearly  
3,000 sq ft home in Woods  

at Prairie Crossing is situated 
on a quiet cul-de-sac. It  

offers a den, loft, and wooded 
views. It’s freshly updated and 

ready for new owners.
Improved Price  $379,900 
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Eric Paul Jones
March 21, 1958 – March 12, 2026

The family of Eric Paul Jones of Noblesville is saddened 
to announce his passing on Thursday, 
March 12, 2026, at the age of 67. He 
loved God and now rests peacefully 
in the arms of our Lord. He was born 
on March 21, 1958, to Earl and Wilma 
(Jackson) Jones in Indianapolis.

Eric will be remembered by his 
wife of 33 years, Linda Jones; daugh-
ter, Aundrea (Jon) Boyle; son, Austin 
Jones; grandson, Lennon Boyle; broth-
er, Jerry (Danielle) Jones; brother-in-
law, Doug Holderfield; sister-in-law, 
Rosemarie Adams; as well as many 
nieces, nephews, relatives and friends; 

and his beloved dog, Bella.
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by 

his four sisters, Connie, Marsha, Nelda, and Cheryl.
Eric graduated from Arsenal Tech High School, class 

of 1977. PFC Jones honorably served his country in the 
United States Army from 1981 to 1984 and was stationed 
overseas in Germany and at Ft. Harrison. He received a dis-
tinguished rifleman badge, Army service ribbon, overseas 
service ribbon, and driver badge.

After his marriage to Linda, they settled in Noblesville 
and raised their family. Eric was a CNC machinist, reading 
blueprints and using micrometers to create parts. Eric was 
always an hour or two early to work because he was afraid 
to be late and wanted front-row parking.

Eric loved God, reading the Bible, and watching mov-
ies. He loved his family and they loved him just as deeply. 
Eric’s parents were born in Tompkinsville, Ky.

The Indianapolis Colts were his favorite football team, 
regardless of the score. Eric shared his love of sports with 
his son, and the family loved attending Austin’s school 
sports. Eric made everyone laugh with his antics.

A celebration of life will be from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 21, 2026, at Randall & Roberts Funeral Cen-
ter, 1685 Westfield Road, Noblesville. Burial with military 
honors will be at Hamilton Memorial Park Cemetery, 4180 
Westfield Road, Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be made to Tunnel to 
Towers Foundation, 2361 Hylan Blvd., Staten Island, NY 
10306 (t2t.org).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Sam Muir Atherton, Jr.
January 20, 1946 – March 11, 2026

Sam Muir Atherton, Jr., known as Muir to his friends, 
Bo to a minute circle of friends, left us 
on March 11, 2026, to take that jour-
ney that either perplexes one or fills 
one with wonder. He will be sorely 
missed for his wry sense of humor, his 
extraordinary vision, his appreciation 
of art and architecture, particularly 
the cathedrals and forgotten Roman-
esque chapels of Europe, his affinity 
for music in almost all its forms, his 

love of fine cuisine paired with obscure wine vintages, his 
infatuation with the bistros of Paris and the unusual, out 
of the way auberges of Provence where true French cui-
sine could still be found. Muir was educated at Princeton 
‘68 and Wharton, yet his quest for knowledge continued 
throughout his life.

He is survived by his adoring ex-wife, Bethany du Val 
d’Epremesnil (Romain); sons, Sam Muir Atherton III (Sam 
Muir Atherton IV) and Winfield Gates Atherton; brother, 
Peter Lynn Atherton (Julie); sister, Carolynn Muir Atherton 
Kimura (Walter, deceased); and niece, Emma Rose Ather-
ton Blodgette Palylyk.

Muir was predeceased by his youngest son, Wells Cole-
man Atherton.

Our dearest Muir, we wish you nothing but a bon voy-
age, a smooth, fast green, and a Talisker at the end of the day.

1946 – In our hearts
Condolences: randallroberts.com

Meeting Notices

The Cicero Town Council will 
meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 17, 
2026.

The Westfield Plat Committee 
meeting scheduled for Monday, 
March 23, 2026, has been can-
celed due to no business items for 
consideration.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to 
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under

I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in 
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door 

Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

The Carmel Board of Zoning 
Appeals will hold a Hearing Of-
ficer meeting at 5 p.m. Monday, 
March 23, 2026, in the Council 
Chambers on the second floor of 
Carmel City Hall, 1 Civic Square.

A regular meeting will fol-
low at 6 p.m. in the same loca-
tion.

When weather is unpredictable, you can trust
Your Hometown Weatherman!

https://readthereporter.com/obitform
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The REPORTER
Donna Buckley, the 

longtime Noblesville girls 
basketball coach, has re-
signed.

Buckley announced her 
resignation on Monday af-
ter 18 seasons at the Millers 
coach. She began her tenure 
at Noblesville in 2008 and 
had a successful run, finish-
ing with winning records in 
13 of those 18 seasons.

“I want to thank Coach 
Buckley for her dedication 
and commitment to Nobles-
ville High School basket-
ball over the past 18 years,” 
Noblesville athletic director 
Leah Wooldridge said in 
a statement. “During her 
tenure, she has developed 
countless student-athletes 
and helped lead our pro-
gram to a state champion-
ship, along with many other 
accomplishments. We are 
grateful for the lasting im-
pact she has made on our 
program and look forward 
to the continued positive 
influence she will have on 
students in her role as a 
health and wellness teacher 
at NHS.”

Buckley led the Millers 
to a Class 4A state champi-
onship in 2022, the second 
in program history. The 
Miller also won a regional 
title and reached the final 
four in 2024 and claimed 
additional sectional cham-
pionships in 2015 and 2021. 
Buckley’s Noblesville teams 
have compiled 20-win sea-
sons five times since the 
2014-15 school year.

Before coming to No-
blesville, Buckley coached 
at Greenfield-Central from 
2001 to 2008, guiding the 
Cougars to a sectional 
championship in 2004. She 
has 371 career wins, with 
275 of those victories at No-

blesville.
Buckley graduated from 

Clinton Central in 1993 and 
attended Taylor University, 
playing basketball there for 
two seasons. She was an as-
sistant coach at South Adams 
and spent one season as the 

head coach at Fort Wayne 
South Side before moving to 
Greenfield-Central.

Buckley was the IBCA 
District 2 Coach of the Year 
in 2015 and 2021 and was 
an assistant coach for the 
Indiana All-Stars in 2021.
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

0 Durbin Road - Noblesville 
40 Acres | $1,600,000

0 Prairie Baptist Rd. - Noblesville 
40 Acres | $1,760,000

0 206th Street E. - Noblesville 
13.27 Acres | $570,610

0 Creek - Noblesville 
40 Acres | $1,200,000

BUY DIRT – Invest or Build your dream home!

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com  

TalkToDani.com

File photo provided
Noblesville girls basketball head coach Donna Buckley has resigned. 
Buckley had coached the Millers for 18 seasons and led Noblesville to a 
Class 4A state championship in 2022. She is pictured with Meredith Tippner, 
one of several 1,000-point scorers for the Millers under Buckley’s tenure.

Donna Buckley resigns as NHS girls coach

Millers, Rocks compete at state
The REPORTER

The Noblesville and 
Westfield gymnastics teams 
represented Hamilton 
County well at the IHSAA 
state meet, which took place 
Saturday, March 14 at Ball 
State University’s Worthen 
Arena.

The Millers competed 
as a team and finished ninth, 
scoring 103.325 team points. 
Junior Valorey Bittles led the 
way with an all-around score 
of 36.15. She also had the 
highest place and score on 
an individual event, tying for 
20th on the vault.

Bittles was the very last 
gymnast on the vault, but 
it proved to be worth the 
wait. She completed a hand-
spring double somersault 
and scored 9.275, easily the 
highest Noblesville score of 
the day.

The Shamrocks had 
three gymnasts compete 
as individuals. Sophomore 
Sonoma Fischer participated 
in the all-around, where she 
scored 33.575 points. 

Fischer’s best event was 
the floor exercise, where 
she posted a 9.025. She was 
joined by two of her Sham-
rocks teammates in that 
event: sophomore Kelsey 
Atkinson scored 8.825 and 
senior Madie Doran scored 
8.60.

Doran is the only senior 
among the county gymnasts 
that participated in the state 
meet. As for Noblesville’s 
other competitors, Hailey 
Nobbe and Emmerson Leck-
rone are juniors and Vera 
Deichman is a freshman. 

The Millers were making 
their first appearance at the 
state meet since 2008.

A complete list of county 
scores now follow.

All-around scores: Valo-
rey Bittles (Noblesville) 36.15, 
Hailey Nobbe (N) 33.95, Sono-
ma Fischer (Westfield) 33.575, 
Vera Deichman (N) 33.45, Em-
merson Leckrone (N) 31.90.

Vault: Bittles (N) 9.275, 
Fischer (W) 8.90, 45. Nobbe 
(N) 8.80, Deichman (N) 8.625, 
Leckrone (N) 8.225.

Uneven bars: Bittles (N) 
8.70, Fischer (W) 8.425, Nobbe 
(N) 8.375, Leckrone (N) 7.775, 
Deichman (N) 7.675.

Balance beam: Bittles (N) 
8.925, Kelsey Atkinson (W) 
8.825, Deichman (N) 8.725, 
Madie Doran (W) 8.60, Leck-
rone (N) 8.20, Nobbe (N) 8.175, 
Fischer (W) 7.225.

Floor exercise: Fischer 
(W) 9.025, Bittles 8.90, Nobbe 
(N) 8.60, Deichman (N) 8.425, 
Leckrone (N) 7.70.

Photo provided
Noblesville’s Valorey Bittles scored 36.15 points in the all-around for the 
Millers gymnastics team at the state meet Saturday, March 14 at Ball State 
University’s Worthen Arena. Noblesville placed ninth as a team.

Hounds drop
regional game

to Panthers
The REPORTER

The Carmel boys basket-
ball team’s season came to 
an end at the Class 4A New 
Castle regional on Saturday, 
March 14.

The No. 10-ranked Grey-
hounds lost to Fort Wayne 
Snider 54-46. Carmel was 
making its first appearance 
in a regional since 2021.

The Hounds got off to 
a strong start, leading 11-4 
midway through the first 
quarter. Evan Harrell opened 
the game with a 3-pointer 
then made a layin to give 
Carmel its largest lead.

But the Panthers came 
back in the other part of the 
first period, tying the game 
at 13-13 by the end of the 
quarter. Julian Vogt nailed a 
3 to start the second period, 
pushing the Hounds ahead 
16-13.

Snider scored five quick 
points to take its first lead 
at 18-16. Vogt tied the 
game with a jumper, but a 
3-pointer from Braylin Fer-
til gave the Panthers a 21-
18 advantage. 

Harrell struck back with 
five consecutive points (put-
back, free throw and layin), 
then two free throws from 
Ben Bremer moved Carm-
el ahead 25-22. But Trell 
Hogue finished the half with 

a triple and the score was 
tied 25-25 at the break.

The Panthers began 
the second half with a 7-0 
run to lead 32-25. Snider 
would lead for all but a few 
seconds of the half. The 
Panthers were ahead 36-31 
when Aiden Dickerson and 
Bremer threw in back-to-
back 3s, moving Carmel 
ahead 37-36.

Snider’s Jordan Woods 
ended the third quarter 
with a dunk and that put 
the Panthers in front 38-37. 
Snider would stay ahead 
for the entire fourth quar-
ter, although the Hounds 
kept things close for most 
of the period. 

Two Hogue free throws 
gave the Panthers a 47-41 
lead with 1:28 left. Vince 
Nover hit a 3, then Bremer 
made two free throws and 
Carmel was within 47-46. 
But the Panthers didn’t let 
the Greyhounds score again. 
Snider went 5 of 6 from the 
line during the final min-
ute and Hogue finished the 
game with a dunk.

Harrell led Carmel with 
17 points and seven re-
bounds. Bremer added 10 
points, while Nover scored 
nine.

The Greyhounds fin-
ished their season 18-6.

Gymnastics

Girls BasketballBoys Basketball
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Tuesday, March 17
GIRLS LACROSSE

Westfield at Guerin Catholic, 7:30 p.m.
TRACK AND FIELD

Carmel boys, Fishers, Noblesville boys Westfield at Fall Creek Pavilion 
HSR Qualifier, 6 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

SPORTS SCHEDULE

Boom split back-to-back series with the Knicks
The REPORTER

The Noblesville Boom 
(15-17) split a back-to-back 
series with the Winchester 
Knicks last weekend at The 
Arena at Innovation Mile.

First, the Boom snapped 
their seven-game losing 
streak with a decisive 141-
115 victory over the Knicks 
on Saturday, March 14.

Dakota Mathias de-
livered a standout perfor-
mance, recording the first 
triple-double of his career 
and the 19th in franchise 
history. Mathias finished 
with 31 points, 11 assists, 
and 10 rebounds on 9-of-
15 shooting from the field, 
including 6-of-8 from 
three-point range. Omar 
El-Sheikh followed with a 
career-high 21 points to go 
along with five rebounds, 
while Au’Diese Toney add-
ed 16 points.

For Westchester, Pa-
come Dadiet (on assign-
ment) led the way with 31 
points, seven rebounds, 
and two assists on 13-of-23 
shooting. Dink Pate pro-
vided 18 points, eight re-
bounds, two assists, and two 
steals off the bench. Two-
way players Kevin McCul-
lar Jr. and Dillon Jones each 
scored 16 points, with Jones 
also tallying six rebounds 
and six assists.

The opening quarter was 

tightly contested, featuring 
five lead changes, as the 
teams finished knotted at 
28-28 after 12 minutes. The 
back-and-forth battle con-
tinued for much of the first 
half until the Boom used a 
23-8 run to build a 16-point 
advantage. Noblesville cap-
italized on Westchester’s 
shooting struggles, outscor-
ing the Knicks 40-24 in the 
period to take a 68-52 lead 
into halftime. Three Boom 
players reached double 
figures in the half, led by 
Mathias, who scored 19 
of his 31 points on 5-of-8 
shooting, including 3-of-5 
from beyond the arc.

Westchester trimmed 
the deficit to nine early in 
the third quarter, forcing 
a Noblesville timeout, but 
the Boom responded em-
phatically with a 17-3 run 
to reestablish control and 
extend the lead to 23 later 
in the period. The Boom 
pulled away further in the 
fourth, stretching the lead to 
as many as 28 points, their 
largest of the night. Keion 
Brooks Jr. and El-Sheikh 
each scored 10 points in the 
final frame to close out the 
win and end the seven-game 
skid. As a team, Noblesville 
shot 58.2 percent from the 
field and 54.8 percent from 
three-point range in the vic-
tory.

The Boom (15-17) 
dropped a home contest to 
the Knicks (11-19), 120-
110 on Sunday, March 15.

Mathias led the Boom 
with a team-high 28 points, 
adding four rebounds and 
two assists while shooting 
6-of-11 from three-point 
range. Keion Brooks Jr. 
contributed 20 points, three 
rebounds, and three assists, 
while Cody Martin finished 
with 16 points and nine as-
sists.

For Westchester, Mc-
Cullar  posted a game-high 
31 points and 11 assists on 
13-of-20 shooting, includ-
ing 5-of-9 from beyond 
the arc. Nick Jourdain (19 
points, 12 rebounds) and 
Trey Jemison III (11 points, 
10 rebounds) also recorded 
double-doubles.

McCullar set the tone 
early for the Knicks, scor-
ing 13 of Westchester’s first 
15 points after a 14-point 
outing in Saturday’s meet-
ing, helping fuel a 15-5 run 
to open the game. Trailing 
by 10, the Boom quickly 
answered with a run of their 
own to briefly take a one-
point lead before the Knicks 
closed the opening frame 
ahead 29-24. Despite a 
strong first half from Mathi-
as, who poured in 15 of his 
28 points over the opening 
two quarters, Noblesville 

trailed 58-53 at halftime 
after both teams scored 29 
points in the second period.

The game remained 
back-and-forth through 
three quarters, though the 
Knicks never relinquished 
the lead in the third. After 
scoring six points in the 
first half, Brooks caught fire 
in the third, erupting for 14 
points on 6-of-8 shooting 
in the frame. Westchester 
weathered the surge to carry 
an 87-82 advantage into the 
fourth. Momentum briefly 
swung toward Noblesville 
following an 8-2 run that 
gave the Boom a two-point 
edge early in the quarter, 
but the Knicks responded 
with a decisive 17-6 run 
down the stretch to secure 
the double-digit road vic-
tory.

Next up
The Boom will hit the 

road for the final time in 
the regular season, travel-
ing to face the Greensboro 
Swarm on Wednesday at 
Novant Health Fieldhouse. 
Coverage will stream on 
ESPN+, with tipoff sched-
uled for 7 p.m.

Tickets and team up-
dates are available at No-
blesvilleBoom.com, and 
fans can stream every game 
live at NBAGLeague.com.

The REPORTER
Fishers boys basketball 

coach Garrett Winegar has 
resigned as the Tigers boys 
basketball coach.

Winegar has accepted a 
job on the coaching staff of 
Iowa United Prep, a relative-
ly new prep school in Des 
Moines. Winegar had been 
the head coach at Fishers 
since 2021.

Winegar had been pur-
sued by Mark Scharnberg, 
the founder and owner of 
Iowa United. While mak-
ing such a move was nev-
er something Winegar had 
planned, he told The Report-
er that joining the Iowa Unit-
ed coach staff “aligned with 
my vision of how I want to 
do things.”

“I think it’s a good step 
in my career to advance in 
my career and it’s a good 
opportunity for my family,” 
said Winegar.

Iowa United’s head 
coach is Keith Smart, who 
Indiana University fans re-
member as the man who hit 
the winning basket to bring 
the Hoosiers their 1987 
NCAA championship. Smart 
has coached numerous NBA 
teams throughout his career 
and recently joined Iowa 
United as well.

Winegar compiled a 
132-25 record as the Tigers’ 
head coach, putting together 
a winning season in all six 
of his years. Fishers has fin-

ished the past three seasons 
with an 83-3 record, winning 
a Class 4A state champion-
ship in 2024 and returning to 
the state title game in 2025.

While Winegar was 
aware of the opportunity 
“for a while,” he said he 
made it clear there would 
be no in-season switch. He 
would not leave until the end 
of Fishers’ season. 

“I hoped it would be a 
little bit later in March, but 
that’s how things worked 
out,” said Winegar. After 

taking a few days off, the 
coach consulted with his 
wife to “see what made 
sense for us.”

Winegar said he made a 
quick decision to give Fish-
ers plenty of time to find a 
new coach, saying he owed 
that to the Tigers. 

“It makes it very dif-
ficult to leave somewhere 
you love,” said Winegar. 
“It’s very bittersweet. We’ve 
prayed about this for a long 
time and where we’re sup-
posed to go and we feel that 

a door’s been opened that we 
want to walk through.”

“I’m very proud of what 
we’ve been able to accom-
plish,” said Winegar. He also 
said he’s grateful for all of 
his players, assistant coaches 
and parents that have sup-
ported him over the past six 
years, calling Fishers “a spe-
cial place.”

“No matter where my ca-
reer ends up, I’ll always re-
member this as some of the 
best six years of my career,” 
said Winegar.

Photo by Joshua Herd
Fishers boys basketball head coach Garrett Winegar has stepped down to 
take a new job at Iowa United Prep school. Winegar had coached the Tigers 
for six years, leading them to a state championship in 2024.

Winegar steps down from Fishers
Coach takes new job at Iowa United Prep school

Joshua Herd / File photo
Braden Smith, pictured here earlier in the 
season, usually wears No. 3 for Purdue, but 
he had to switch to No. 41 during the Sunday, 
March 15 Big Ten Tournament championship 
game after ripping his No. 3 jersey. Smith went 
on to help the Boilermakers beat Michigan in the 
championship and was named the tournament’s 
Most Outstanding Player.

By JOSH BODE
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Purdue senior guard 
Braden Smith started wear-
ing a No. 41 jersey during 
the first half of the Big Ten 
Tournament championship 
game, rather than his usual 
No. 3 jersey. His new No. 
41 jersey did not have a 
name on the back.

Smith, in the No. 41 jer-
sey, had an incredible game 
in the Boilermakers’ win 
over Michigan to capture 
the Big Ten Tournament 
title. He had 14 points, 11 
rebounds, and no turnovers.

Smith, the 2022 Mr. 
Basketball from Westfield, 
explained why he had to 
make the jersey switch.

“I ripped it (No. 3 jer-
sey) fully with both hands 
like Superman style,” Smith 
said. “I was really frustrat-
ed. Just a lot of misses these 
past four games, and it’s just 
frustrating because I put a 
lot of time and work in. Ob-

viously when you don’t see 
the result, it kind of gets to 
you and it got to me at that 
point. I figured I’d take it out 
on the jersey rather than take 
it out loud or to somebody 
else. That’s kind of just what 
happens. Just frustration.”

Smith had started the 
game with three straight 
misses, but ended up shoot-
ing 6-12 from the field in 
the championship game.

In his other three games 
of the Big Ten Tournament, 
Smith had shot 2-8 against 
Northwestern, 1-8 against 
Nebraska, and 1-7 against 
UCLA. But, the Boilermak-
ers were able to win all four 
games and Smith racked up 
46 assists on his way to be-
ing named the tournament’s 
Most Outstanding Player.

This story originally 
appeared on WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/sports/basket-
ball/purdue-basketball/
purdues-braden-smith-ex-
plains-why-he-changed-
jerseys-on-Sunday.

Purdue’s Braden 
Smith explains 

why he changed 
jerseys on Sunday
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Sheridan High School raises 
money for Special Olympics

Submitted by Sheridan 
Community Schools

On Friday, March 6, 
Sheridan High School 
(SHS) students and staff 
were able to participate in 
an unforgettable experience.

Each year, SHS staff 
members and students lead 
an initiative to raise mon-
ey for Special Olympics 
by participating in a Polar 
Plunge. Plunging at Eagle 
Creek Park, students raise 
money all year to be able to 
participate in this exciting 
event. 

This year, SHS collec-
tively raised $7,615 for Spe-
cial Olympics of Indiana. 

All year, students take time 
to fundraise and demon-
strate their passion and sup-
port for every student. Many 
schools across the state of 
Indiana participate in this 
challenge and dive into the 
cold waters. This event not 
only allows them to share in 
an exciting event with their 
peers but also allows them 
to make a positive impact 
on their community. 

SHS students and their 
commitment to supporting 
those in need are a perfect 
example of the commu-
nity and connection that 
make Sheridan Community 
Schools a great place to be. Photos by Allison Waitt

https://www.hctv1.com/

