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Thawing out 
together while 

walking the 
labyrinth

Pooja Thakkar
Taste of Community

COLUMNISTL-A-B-Y-R-I-N-T-H
Even the word it-

self makes you slow 
down.

After this long, 
harsh winter – the 
kind that lingers in our 
bones and tests our 
patience – I find my-
self craving something 
simple. Not loud. Not 
crowded. Not another 
notification.

Just quiet.
A labyrinth is not a maze. You don’t get 

lost in it. There are no tricks, no dead ends, 
no competition. There is only one path: 
winding, circling, sometimes bringing you 
closer to the center, sometimes carrying 
you outward again, but always leading you 
somewhere meaningful.

This winter felt like a labyrinth.
There were days when the skies stayed 

gray longer than I stayed optimistic. Days 
when stepping outside felt like a nego-
tiation. Days when the warmth I missed 
wasn’t just the sun, but the warmth of con-
nection and community.

And then, almost without announce-
ment, the shift begins.

The light changes first. It lingers a little 
longer in the evening. The air softens. The 
birds rehearse their return.

Early spring in Indiana is not glamor-
ous. It’s muddy boots and unpredictable 
winds. It’s stepping outside without know-
ing if you chose the right jacket. It’s hope 
mixed with hesitation.

But that’s exactly what a labyrinth 
teaches us.

See Labyrinth . . . Page 3
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David Heighway faithfully served as Hamilton County’s Historian for 18 years. Thank you for your dedication, sir.

David Heighway honored with
Indiana House District Declaration
The REPORTER

At the March board meet-
ing of the Hamilton County 
Historical Society, State Rep-
resentative Alaina Shonkwiler 
(R-29-Noblesville) presented 
David Heighway, Hamilton 
County Historian Emeritus, 
with an Indiana House District 
29 Declaration.

A House District 29 Dec-

laration is a local recognition 
presented to individuals who 
have served their communi-
ty with distinction and made a 
meaningful impact on the lives 
of others.

This honor was given in rec-
ognition of Heighway’s contri-
bution of 18 years as Hamilton 
County Historian. The county 
historian program, adminis-

tered by the Indiana Historical 
Society and Indiana Historical 
Bureau, is a volunteer position 
where the appointed person 
is nominated by the county’s 
historical societies and public 
libraries.

Text of the Declaration
In recognition of the vital 

role of history in our communi-
ty identity, and in honor of those 

who preserve and interpret his-
tory, the legislature affirms the 
importance of acknowledging 
individuals whose service deep-
ens our sense of heritage.

Acts of recognition remind 
us of what we value as a commu-
nity. In this declaration, we rec-
ognize the values of scholarship, 

Submitted by 
Westfield Washington Schools

Westfield Washington Schools 
(WWS) has announced that Caylie 
Dicken has been named the next Di-
rector of Early 
Learning Pro-
grams at the Vir-
ginia F. Wood Ear-
ly Learning Center 
(ELC), continuing 
the district’s com-
mitment to pro-
viding exception-
al care and early 
learning opportu-
nities for young children and families. 
She will take over after Marci Derado, 
current Director, retires at the end of 
the 2025-2026 school year. 

Dicken has served at the ELC since 
the facility opened in 2022 and is cur-
rently in her fourth year with the district. 
During that time, she has played an inte-
gral role in launching and supporting the 
district’s early learning initiatives. 

“I am honored and excited to step 
into the role of Director of Early Learn-
ing Programs,” Dicken said. “I am so 
proud of the work that we do at the 
ELC. I am grateful for the mentorship 
Marci has provided over the years and 
hope to continue the good work for 
years to come. As both a leader and a 
parent with my own toddler in our pro-
gram, I feel especially connected to the 
work we do every day and the impact it 
has on families in our community. I'm 
excited to connect with families and 
staff involved with before and after care 
(B.A.C.) and to listen and learn about 
the needs of the program.”

Dicken

See Heighway . . . Page 2

Fishers Century Club awards
donation to “Not Today” initiative
Group focused on protecting children from online predators
The REPORTER

The Fishers Century Club 
held its quarterly crowd-giving 
meeting on Tuesday, March 10, 
where members heard presen-
tations from three impactful 
charitable initiatives serving 
veterans and protecting youth.

Presentations included Indy 
Honor Flight, presented by 
Brian Wright, which provides 
veterans with trips to Washing-
ton, D.C., to visit the memorials 
built in their honor. Members 
also heard from Jared Hoss 
about Indy Vet House, a non-
profit that offers lodging and 
support for veterans traveling to 
Indianapolis for medical care at 
the VA.

The evening’s winning pre-
sentation came from Howard 
Burd, representing a new ini-
tiative being implemented by 

the Fishers Kiwanis Club called 
“Not Today.”

The initiative focuses on 
raising awareness among youth 

about the growing threat of 
online predators. Inspired by 
tragic cases that have impacted 
communities across the coun-

try, including a recent incident 
in our community, “Not Today” 

Photo provided
Generosity flowed at this quarter’s meeting of the Fishers Century Club when the 
winning organization, Not Today, asked that the two other presenting charities also 
receive funds, Indy Honor Flight and Indy Vet House.

Submitted
A Naturalization Ceremony 

was held Wednesday, March 11 
at the Payne & Mencias Palla-
dium at Allied Solutions Center 
for the Performing Arts in Car-
mel.

Prior to the ceremony, the 
Indiana Wind Symphony and 
the Indiana National Guard 
Band played patriotic songs 
in front of red, white, and blue 
background lighting. 

The proceedings were 
opened by the courtroom dep-
uty. Applicants were asked to 
stand as their country of origin 
was called; 221 applicants from 
48 countries were in attendance. 

All applicants stood as the 
Honorable James R. Sweeney 
II of the United States District 
Court, Southern District of In-
diana, administered the Oath of 
Citizenship. Following the Na-
tional Anthem, Judge Sweeney 
delivered remarks and interacted 
with the applicants, discovering 

the three tallest were all 6-foot-3. 
He learned the shortest amount 
of time to receive citizenship 
was seven months, while the lon-
gest took 58 years. The youngest 
new citizen, age 19, then led the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Additional remarks were 
given by Jeffrey McDermott, 
CEO and President of the Al-
lied Solutions Center for the 
Performing Arts, and David 
Burian, from the office of Con-
gresswoman Victoria Spartz. 
Dianne Powell, from the office 
of Senator Todd Young, and 
Abdul Alsaad, from the office 
of Congressman Andre Carson, 
also spoke and both shared that 
they are Naturalized Citizens.

A flag that had been flown 
over the U.S. Capitol was pre-
sented to the oldest new citizen, 
Champaben Patel, 82 years old. 
Judge Sweeney gave his final 
remarks, followed by the play-
ing of “The Stars and Stripes 
Forever.”

Each new citizen was called 
to the stage, one at a time, to 
receive their Certificate of Nat-
uralization along with other 

handouts from the represented 
offices.

Photo provided
New citizens take the oath. Notice the gift bags from 
DAR Horseshoe Prairie Chapter in the foreground.

See Oath . . . Page 2

Welcoming new Americans

See Not Today . . . Page 2

Caylie Dicken named 
next Director of WWS 
Early Learning Center

See Dicken . . . Page 3

221 people earn the right to take Oath of Citizenship
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aims to reach young people 
where they spend a lot of 
time: online. Through tar-
geted marketing, produced 
content, digital outreach, 
and partnerships with mi-
cro-influencers, the pro-
gram will work to educate 
youth about recognizing 
dangerous online behavior 
and encourage them to alert 
trusted adults or authorities 
when concerns arise.

The message resonat-
ed strongly with Fishers 
Century Club members, 
many of whom are parents 
and grandparents and rec-
ognized the importance of 
helping protect children 
in an increasingly digital 
world.

After the winner was an-
nounced, in a moment that 
reflected the spirit of the 
group’s mission, the “Not 
Today” initiative asked that 
$500 of the evening’s funds 
be shared with each of the 
other presenting charities, 
Indy Honor Flight and Indy 
Vet House.

Shortly after that an-

nouncement, Ned Camp-
bell, a new member attend-
ing his first Century Club 
meeting, spoke up and of-
fered to donate $1,000 to 
replenish the funds being 
shared, ensuring the win-
ning organization still re-
ceived its full support.

Burd expressed appreci-
ation for the group’s support.

“We are thankful for 
the Century Club’s dona-
tion toward this project,” 
Burd said. “We’ve already 
met with local officials and 
public safety leaders who 
strongly support what we’re 
doing and have highlighted 
the need for it. These funds 
will allow us to market di-
rectly to young people and 
help prevent tragic situa-

tions before they happen.”
The Fishers Century 

Club is a men’s crowd-giv-
ing organization that meets 
quarterly to hear presenta-
tions from three charities 
before voting to select a 
winning cause. All dona-
tions go directly to the se-
lected nonprofit.

The next Fishers Cen-
tury Club meeting will cel-
ebrate the club’s fifth an-
niversary, set for 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 23. Commu-
nity members interested in 
networking and supporting 
local charities are encour-
aged to attend.

For more information 
and a list of previous win-
ners, please visit Fishers 
CenturyClub.com or visit 

Facebook.com/fisherscen-
turyclub. Those who wish 
to participate in the group 
who are unable to attend in 
person can visit their online 
Grapevine site at tinyurl.
com/OnlineGivingFCC.

About Fishers 
Century Club

The Fishers Century 
Club, founded in 2021, is a 
group of individuals com-
mitted to making a positive 
impact on the local commu-
nity. Through collective giv-
ing and active participation, 
the club aims to support and 
uplift deserving charities, 
ultimately contributing to 
the betterment of Fishers 
and the local community. 
The Club has donated over 
$70,000 since its inception.

2	 News

storytelling, and civic en-
gagement, and today, we 
proudly recognize Mr. 
David Heighway for 18 
years of living those val-
ues as Hamilton County 
Historian.

Mr. Heighway’s works 
are a seminal contribution 
to the preservation and in-
terpretation of Hamilton 
County history. Through 
his book Hidden History 
of Hamilton County, Indi-
ana, his historical essays, 
and public programs, he il-
luminated overlooked sto-
ries that otherwise would 
have been lost. His work 
spans local history includ-

ing early settlement and 
treaties, transportation and 
canals, community cele-
brations, sports and recre-
ation, notable individuals, 
economic life, and the 
everyday experiences that 
shaped the county.

Beyond his profes-
sional accomplishments, 
David Heighway was sup-
ported and inspired by the 
love of his brother Rob 
and his sister Anne. Their 
encouragement allowed 
him to devote countless 
hours to public service, 
and they share in his leg-
acy.

Let it be affirmed that 

this declaration is not 
merely ceremonial, but a 
meaningful acknowledg-
ment of public service. To 
honor David Heighway is 
to recognize the profound 
impact one historian can 
have in education, pre-
serving memories, and 
setting alight local pride in 
Hamilton County.

Declared with grati-
tude on behalf of the peo-
ple of this district, this 
recognition stands as a 
testament to our values 
and to the importance of 
preserving history through 
the service of individuals 
like David Heighway.

About the Historical 
Society

The Hamilton County 
Historical Society, located 
on the southwest corner of 
the square in Noblesville, is 
housed in the Old Sheriff’s 
Residence and Jail. The mu-
seum is open on Fridays and 
Saturdays from noon to 5 
p.m. and is free to visit, but 
donations are encouraged. In 
addition to exhibits on Ham-
ilton County history, the mu-
seum includes rooms restored 
to the 19th century as well 
as three floors of jail cells. 
Follow along on Facebook 
and Instagram and check out 
hamiltoncoinhs.com.

The Horseshoe Prairie 
Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolu-
tion was honored to repre-
sent the DAR at this large 
ceremony during Ameri-
ca’s 250th birthday year. 
Chapter Regent Amy Hol-
zum, Carmen Clift, and 
Robin Sullivan presented 
each new citizen with an 
American flag. As each 
new citizen descended the 
stage, Pam Bollier, Jenny 
Ward, and Shirley Hutchi-
son gave them a Stars and 
Stripes gift bag filled with 
patriotic-themed items in-
cluding a pencil, pen with 
an attached bookmark, 
stickers, mints, and a pock-
et-sized copy of the Consti-
tution, which was provided 
by Rep. Spartz’s office.

As each new citizen left 
the auditorium, Billie Jones 
and Melissa Scheidegger 
distributed bookmarks with 
the Preamble to the Consti-
tution and fliers with DAR 
scholarship information.

317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday

1/2 Price Bottles of 
Wine On Wednesdays

Reservations Recommended 

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Kirby Brothers Plumbing
65 Years of Experience

Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Well Services

All Types Of Plumbing Needs
Owner: David Kirby

Call: 765-481-6810 
Email: kirbybros1@gmail.com

Business cards

The Easter Bunny is on his way
to Sheridan Public Library!

The annual Indoor Easter Egg Hunt & Bunny Visit 
will return to the Sheridan Public Library from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. Saturday, March 21. Hunts will begin every 
15 minutes.

This event is for kids aged 10 and under. Children 
are encouraged to bring baskets or bags to carry eggs.

For more information on upcoming events, please 
visit sheridan.lib.in.us.

Community News Heighway
from Page 1

Photos provided
(TOP) The Indiana Wind Symphony the Indiana National Guard Band 
performed at the Naturalization Ceremony. (ABOVE LEFT) A new citizen 
receives her naturalization certificate from Judge Sweeney. (ABOVE RIGHT) 
Amy Holzum, Robin Sullivan, and Carmen Clift present a flag to a new 
American citizen.

Oath
from Page 1

Not Today
from Page 1

Thanks for reading!
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https://sheridan.lib.in.us/
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You step forward any-
way. Not because you can 
see the whole path. Not be-
cause you know what the 
center holds. But because 
standing still is no longer 
enough.

This season invites us 
to unplug, not just from our 
devices, but from the heavi-
ness we carried through 
winter. To read again. To sit 
by a window with a book 
and notice the light shifting 
across the pages. To take a 
slow walk, even if the trees 
are still bare. To reconnect 
with our own rhythm in-
stead of the world’s noise.

There is courage in sea-
sonal transition.

Winter keeps us inward. 
Spring nudges us outward. 
And somewhere in between 
is that tender space where 
we are asked to step outside 
our comfort zone and em-
brace what’s coming, even 
before it fully blooms.

And sometimes, we 
don’t have to do that alone.

Join us March 21 from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. as we gath-
er at the Peace Labyrinth 
next to PLC at Eagle Creek 
Park for a relaxed, low-key 
evening to welcome the sea-
son’s change.

For $10 (park entry in-
cluded), you’ll receive:

• A brief introduction to 
what a labyrinth is and the 

centuries of history behind 
it

• Time to walk at your 
own pace with soft music in 
the background

• A solid excuse to watch 
the sunset and notice that 
the world is thawing out

• A moment to pause and 
reflect

• Water and light snacks 
for simple nourishment

No pressure. No perfor-
mance. Just space to breathe 
and walk.

If winter has felt long, 
this is your gentle transition.

Here is the link to sign up 
for the March Peace Laby-
rinth gathering: peacelearn-
ingcenter.org/events/sea-

sonal-shifts-spring-equi-
nox-labyrinth-walk.

The beauty of a laby-
rinth is that you emerge the 
same person, but somehow 
lighter.

We don’t rush through 
it. We walk it.

And perhaps that is the 
lesson this almost-spring 
offers us:

We don’t have to leap 
into transformation. We 
only have to take the next 
step. Slowly. Intentionally.

Together.
Pooja Thakkar is work-

ing to build connections 
through cuisine. You can 
read her column each week 
in the pages of The Reporter.

The ELC provides a 
range of services designed 
to support young children 
and families in the West-
field community. The pro-
gram offers childcare for 
district staff members’ chil-
dren from infancy through 
age 2, while 3- and 4-year-
old programming is open to 
the broader community. The 
ELC also supports children 
with identified exceptional-
ities, helping them build the 
skills needed to successfully 

transition to kindergarten. 
The ELC serves as a 

hub for several district 
early childhood services, 
including developmental 
preschool programs, evalu-
ations, and transitions from 
Indiana’s First Steps early 
intervention program into 
school-based services.

In addition to early 
childhood programs, the 
Director of Early Learning 
Programs also oversees the 
district’s B.A.C. program, 

which currently operates in 
seven school buildings and 
will expand next year. 

Derado, who helped 
open the ELC in 2022, ex-
pressed confidence in Dick-
en’s leadership. 

“Making the decision to 
leave was hard for me, but I 
am comforted knowing that 
Caylie will be the one tak-
ing the lead because I have 
full faith in her to continue 
what we’ve already start-
ed,” Derado said. 

Dicken says maintain-
ing the ELC’s strong culture 
will remain a priority mov-
ing forward. 

“Our goal is to maintain 
our current vision of excep-
tional care and high-qual-
ity learning experiences,” 
Dicken said. “We have 
built a great reputation for 
supporting and retaining 
our staff, and we believe 
that hiring great people and 
treating them well is the rec-
ipe for success.”

Photos provided by Pooja Thakkar

Dicken
from Page 1

Labyrinth
from Page 1

Get your tickets for 
HOPE Bingo fundraiser
Submitted

HOPE Family 
Care Center, a free 
health care provider 
in Cicero, extends 
a sincere and heart-
felt “Thank You” 
to everyone in the 
community who donated, 
volunteered, sponsored, or 
participated in an event to 
support HOPE in 2025.

HOPE’s patient numbers 
and total provided services 
were up almost 50 percent 
last year. Since services are 
provided at no charge, the 
organization relies on ded-
icated grants, fundraising 
events, and individual/cor-
porate contributions to meet 
the financial demands of 
providing medical, dental, 
counseling, and women’s 
health services to the unin-
sured and under-insured of 
central Indiana.

One of the fundraising 
events is HOPE’s annual 
Bingo Night, which will be 
held from 6 to 9 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 16 at the Tipton 
County Event Center, 1200 
S. Main St., Tipton.

HOPE’s 2026 Bingo 

Night will feature games, 
raffles, a Silent Auction, 
food, prizes – and even some 
surprise guests. The event 
will generate much-needed 
funds to continue HOPE’s 
vital community mission.

For more information 
or to purchase tickets, click 
here or call the clinic at 
(317) 984-3444.

About HOPE
HOPE Family Care Cen-

ter is a faith based 501(c)(3) 
non-profit clinic providing 
free medical, dental, mental 
health counseling, women’s 
health, mammograms, and 
diabetes education services 
to uninsured, under-insured, 
and medically under-served 
patients from Hamilton, 
Tipton, Madison, and 
Boone counties. For more 
information or to inquire 
about an appointment, call 
(317) 984-3444 or email 
hfcccicero@gmail.com.

Hamilton County 
Reporter
	 More News	 More Sports

. . . and more readers!
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SATURDAY, MARCH 14
JOIN US FROM 12–3 P.M.
GRAND JUNCTION PLAZA
225 S. Union Street

Strike gold with more details at westfieldin.gov/shamrockdrop

Submitted
On Wednesday, March 

11, the Central Indiana 
Regional Development 
Authority (CIRDA) held 
a panel discussion on data 
centers to examine their 
requirements, benefits, and 
any challenges they present.

The panel, moderated 
by Noblesville Mayor Chris 
Jensen, consisted of the fol-
lowing municipal leaders, 
energy sector representa-
tives, and a land use expert:

• Andrew Greenwood, 
Bargersville Town Council 
President

• Mike Dellinger, Mor-
gan County Economic De-
velopment Corporation

• Patrick Maguire, AES
• Justin Forshey, Center-

Point Energy
• Ed Bukovac, Citizens 

Water
• Erin Schneider, Duke 

Energy
• Kelley Karn, Duke En-

ergy
• Chad Sweeney, Gino-

vus
“Today was a very im-

portant step for central In-
diana – which represents 40 

percent of the state’s GDP 
– to have a factual conver-
sation about data centers, 
knowing that this technol-
ogy is going to continue to 
grow,” said Mayor Jensen, 
who also serves as the Vice 
Chair of CIRDA.

The panel discussion 
served as a balanced con-
versation among experts, 
each answering questions 
as they pertained to their 
respective industry. This 
learning session served as 
a collaborative effort to 
build a foundational under-
standing of data centers as 
CIRDA works to develop a 
long-term economic devel-
opment strategy to solidify 
Central Indiana as a global-
ly competitive region.

“CIRDA is going to 
continue to be part of the 
discussion in central Indi-
ana, and we need to under-
stand the facts around what 
type of energy uses they 
have, what type of water 
uses they have, what kind 
of land they're looking for,” 
Jensen said. “Then, that al-
lows us – on the local level 
– to go back and inform our 

citizens and have an honest 
conversation about our fu-
ture, how this may or may 
not fit into our communi-
ties, and how it could affect 
the region as a whole.”

CIRDA will be meeting 
on the following dates:

• May 13
• July 15
• Sept. 16
All meetings will be 

held at IU Indianapolis – 
Hine Hall (Kelley Room 
137), 875 W. North St., In-
dianapolis. Meetings take 
place from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. and are open to the 

public.
For more information 

about the Central Indiana 
Regional Development Au-
thority (CIRDA), visit cen-
tralindianarda.org.

Photos provided by CIRDA

Municipal leaders & utility representatives join 
CIRDA for strategic discussion on data centers

Fishers Mayor Scott Fadness endorses Tiffanie Ditlevson for State Senate
Submitted

Fishers Mayor Scott 
Fadness has endorsed Fish-
ers City Councilor At-Large 
Tiffanie Ditlevson in her 
campaign for Indiana State 
Senate District 31, backing 
her as a proven, results-fo-
cused leader prepared to 
serve effectively on day 
one.

Fadness said Ditlevson 
has demonstrated the kind 
of compassionate leadership 
and consistent engagement 
with residents that commu-
nities need from their state 
senator.

“Tiffanie is the kind of 

leader who is consistently 
engaged with the commu-
nity she serves,” Mayor 
Fadness said. “She shows 
up, listens to residents, and 
works through issues with 
a compassionate, practical 
approach. That kind of con-
stituent-focused leadership 
will serve Fishers well at the 
Statehouse.”

Ditlevson serves as 
an at-large member of the 
Fishers City Council, where 
she was elected citywide 
and represents a significant 
portion of Senate District 
31. A former U.S. Air Force 
Major and combat veteran, 

she has built her 
campaign around 
common-sense 
conservative lead-
ership focused 
on protecting 
taxpayer dollars, 
keeping Indiana 
affordable for 
families, preserv-
ing local control 
for communities, and ensur-
ing the state’s investments 
in infrastructure and edu-
cation deliver real value for 
Hoosiers.

“I’m honored to have 
Mayor Fadness’s support,” 
Ditlevson said. “He has led 

Fishers through 
t r e m e n d o u s 
growth while 
maintaining a 
strong focus on 
quality of life, 
responsible plan-
ning, and strong 
public safety. I’m 
proud to serve 
our community 

alongside him.”
Ditlevson said her cam-

paign is focused on bringing 
experienced, accountable 
leadership to the Statehouse.

“This campaign is about 
who is prepared to do the 
job well from the start,” 

Ditlevson said. “I’ve been 
accountable to voters across 
this community, worked on 
the local issues that directly 
affect families and neigh-
borhoods, and led in both 
military service and public 
office. I’m running to be a 
strong, credible voice for 
District 31 and to fight for 
responsible government, 
safe communities, and a 
stronger future for the next 
generation.

“I’m proud to already 
represent a large portion of 
this district as a citywide 
elected Fishers City Coun-
cilor. In this race, I’m the 

only elected Republican 
candidate, the only candi-
date elected citywide, the 
only candidate with munic-
ipal governing experience, 
and the only combat veteran 
in the field.

“I’ve always believed 
service doesn’t end when 
you take off the uniform. 
Whether serving my coun-
try in the Air Force or serv-
ing my community here at 
home, I’ve tried to lead with 
honor, integrity, and a focus 
on results.”

Learn more about the 
candidate at tiffanie4indi-
ana.com.

Ditlevson

http://westfieldin.gov/shamrockdrop
http://www.centralindianarda.org/
http://www.centralindianarda.org/
http://www.tiffanie4indiana.com/
http://www.tiffanie4indiana.com/
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Business Manager/Bookkeeper 
Location: Carmel, Indiana 

Status: Full-time, available immediately
Carmel Dads’ Club is seeking a dependable and highly organized Business 
Manager/Bookkeeper to support the financial and administrative operations 
of our long-standing youth sports organization. This role is essential to our 
daily operations and requires professionalism, discretion, and a strong 
commitment to accuracy and integrity.

Position Overview
The Business Manager oversees all financial records and accounting 
functions for Carmel Dads’ Club, including recreational and travel sports 
programs, facilities, concessions, and corporate financials. This position 
reports directly to the President and plays a key role in ensuring smooth 
operations across the organization.

Key Responsibilities
• Manage all accounting and bookkeeping functions, including accounts payable, 
accounts receivable, deposits, check writing, and refunds.
• Maintain accurate and comprehensive financial records across all sports and 
departments.
• Perform monthly bank reconciliations and prepare monthly financial reports, 
including budget-to-actual summaries.
• Oversee accounting software updates, filings, and year-end reporting (including 
1099s).
• Support sport commissioners with financial processes, budgeting, reimbursements, 
and reporting.
• Assist concession administrators with budgeting, deposits, and financial procedures.
• Manage hardware and software needs related to computers and phone systems.
• Assist with purchasing and vendor relations for office equipment, including copiers 
and postage meters.
• Prepare materials for monthly Board meetings and annual budget presentations.
• Provide administrative and financial support for special events, including the annual 
golf outing.

Core Competencies
• Strong integrity and ethical judgment
• Excellent written and verbal communication skills
• Ability to work independently and manage multiple priorities
• Proven problem-solving skills with minimal supervision
• Highly organized, detail-oriented, and reliable
• Ability to handle confidential and sensitive information appropriately

Required Qualifications
• Prior experience managing all aspects of business and financial operations
• Strong knowledge of basic accounting and bookkeeping principles
• Proficiency in QuickBooks and Microsoft Excel
• Demonstrated administrative and organizational skills
• Experience conducting presentations
• Ability to build and maintain professional relationships internally and externally
• Reliable transportation

Work Schedule
Standard business hours: Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

This position is fully in person at the Carmel Dads’ Club office located at 
5459 East Main Street in Carmel.

Benefits
• Long-term, stable employment

• Competitive compensation
• Health, dental, and vision benefits

• Meaningful impact on the Carmel community through youth sports
How to Apply

The position is available immediately. Interested candidates should send 
their resume to: mtrent@carmeldadsclub.org by March 16

 The position is full-time, year-round, with a very competitive wage and 
full benefits package. 

Now Hiring

Fake BMV text tries very 
hard to appear legitimate
The REPORTER

On Wednesday, March 
11, The Reporter received 
the following scam text mes-
sage.

Given the clean lan-
guage and URL that at-
tempts to appear as a le-
gitimate state website, The 
Reporter thought it prudent 
to share this information 
with readers in case you, 
too, receive this scam text 
message.

Be sure to delete the 
message without clicking 
the link.

* * *
State of Indiana Bureau 

of Motor Vehicles (BMV)

Final Notice – Enforce-
ment Penalties Begin March 
12

Our records show you 
have an unpaid traffic viola-
tion that remains outstand-
ing.

Under Indiana state law, 
if payment is not received 
by March 11, 2026, the 
BMV will proceed with the 
following enforcement ac-
tions beginning March 12:

1. Record the violation 
on your official BMV driver 
record

2. Suspend your vehicle 
registration

3. Suspend your driving 
privileges for up to 30 days

4. Refer your account to 
a collection agency, which 
may add a collection fee of 
up to 35%

5. This delinquency may 
be reported to credit bureaus 
and negatively impact your 
credit score, and you may 
be subject to further legal 
action

Pay Now: https://in-
.gov-sbed.bond/bmv

Please resolve this bal-
ance immediately to avoid 
suspension and additional 
penalties.

(Reply Y to confirm re-
ceipt, then click the link or 
copy it into your browser to 
pay.)

National Reading Month:
the push to keep Indiana’s
literacy gains from stalling

The month of 
March not only 
marks National 
Reading Month, 
it is also a criti-
cal time for ele-
mentary school 
students as many 
are currently tak-
ing this year’s 
Indiana Reading 
Evaluation and Determina-
tion (IREAD) assessment. 
In 2025, we saw promising 
results for Hoosier students 
as scores improved follow-
ing a dangerous drop during 
the pandemic. 

While this month is ded-
icated to literacy awareness, 
it also serves as a critical re-
minder: Although 87.3 per-
cent of third graders passed 
the assessment last year, 
more than 10,000 Indiana 
students still struggle with 
foundational reading skills.

Reading is not just an 
academic requirement; it’s 
a vital life skill that shapes 
futures. Whether a student 
eventually heads to college, 
serves in the military, or 
steps straight into the work-
force, foundational literacy 
is the cornerstone of com-
munication, opportunity, and 
critical thinking. 

To reach those remain-
ing students, we must em-
brace diverse education 
models that give families 
more opportunities to learn 

in ways that work 
best for them. 
Online learning 
options can be a 
lifeline for stu-
dents who strug-
gle in traditional 
brick-and-mortar 
schools. These 
platforms provide 
flexible sched-

ules, one-to-one instruc-
tional time, and responsive 
tools right at a student’s fin-
gertips. 

But literacy doesn’t 
just happen in a classroom 
setting, National Reading 
Month is the perfect time 
for parents to kickstart life-
long reading habits at home. 
Research shows that read-
ing with children early in 
life helps them build an oral 
and listening vocabulary of 
approximately 5,000 words 
by the time they reach Kin-
dergarten. Even just 20 min-
utes of daily reading can 
dramatically help sharpen a 
child’s skills. 

Here are a few tactics 
families can use this month 
to engage with their children 
and encourage them to read 
more: 

• Make it fun: Let kids 
read what they enjoy and 
how they like, whether that 
means physical storybooks, 
nonfiction, or age-appropri-
ate reading apps. 

• Make it a game: Try 

reading in a new place like a 
pillow fort, have your child 
read to a stuffed animal or 
pet, or participate in virtual 
reading challenges to win 
prizes. 

• Make it part of your 
daily schedule: Dedicate 
20 minutes each evening 
to read together or inde-
pendently, and share what 
everyone learned during 
family dinner. 

Indiana’s Department of 
Education, the Indiana Lit-
eracy Cadre, and our ded-
icated teachers have made 
tremendous strides by using 
research-based methods to 
move the needle on literacy.

As we observe National 
Reading Month, now is not 
the time to slow down. Every 
page turned, every story, and 
every shared moment with a 
book helps a child grow and 
our communities thrive. 

Lindsey Meyer is a read-
ing coach with the Indiana 
Gateway Digital Academy, 
specializing in early child-
hood and elementary educa-
tion with nearly two decades 
of experience as an educator. 

LINDSEY MEYER

Guest COLUMNIST

The REPORTER
Gregory Hancock 

Dance Theatre's epic mas-
terpiece returns to the Tark-
ington stage in two weeks. 
The performances will 
take place at 7 p.m. Friday, 
March 27 and 5 p.m. Satur-
day, March 28.

Inspired by the Book of 
Exodus but adapted to the 

modern world, EXODUS is 
a cautionary tale of hatred 
and ignorance. The 10 mod-
ern plagues include dese-
cration of the Earth, gun 
violence, racism, war, pov-
erty, crime, social media, 
government, selfishness, 
and death of the first born.

Set to a score of epic 
symphonic and choral mu-

sic, and enhanced with 
complex visual artistry, 
EXODUS transports the 
audience into an emotional 
story of love and sacrifice. 
The talented cast leads the 
audience through thematic 
stories of oppression, em-
igration, and freedom that 
resonate today.

Click here for tickets.

Gregory Hancock Dance Theatre’s 
EXODUS hits Tarkington stage soon

Governor Braun touts
conservative group in

free speech proclamation
By GARRETT BERGQUIST
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Gov. Mike Braun on 
Thursday urged schools 
and universities to allow 
students to join groups re-
gardless of their political 
leanings, including conser-
vative groups.

His remarks came 
during an event at the 
Governor’s Mansion with 
members of Club Ameri-
ca, the high school arm of 
Turning Point USA, the 
conservative group found-
ed by the late Charlie Kirk. 
The governor issued a 
proclamation calling free-
dom of speech “a founda-
tional human right” and 
declaring it “a core value 
worthy of protection.” The 
proclamation specifically 
cited Turning Point USA.

“I call on all schools 
and universities in Indiana 
to take all necessary steps 
to facilitate student organi-
zations – such as Turning 
Point USA – that foster 
the values of liberty and 
freedom of speech in their 
students and institutions,” 
Braun said.

In his remarks Thursday 
morning, Braun praised the 
work of Club America in 
reaching and mobilizing 
young conservatives. He 
said the proclamation is 

about protecting 
speech, not sup-
pressing it.

“It’s going to 
be an even play-
ing field,” Braun 
said. “I’m about 
equal opportu-
nity, no bigotry, 
none of that stuff, 
everybody has a 
voice, make sure you re-
spect the other side’s voice. 
Win it by making the best 
case.”

Braun’s proclamation 
is the second time in two 
days the state of Indiana 
has explicitly endorsed or 
partnered with Turning 
Point USA or one of its af-
filiates. On Tuesday, Secre-
tary of State Diego Morales 
announced his office will 
partner with Club America 
to register young people to 
vote. Neither Club Ameri-
ca nor Turning Point USA 
themselves endorse candi-
dates. However, Turning 
Point Action, a political 
action committee Kirk 
founded in 2019, regularly 
endorses candidates it says 
reflects the organization’s 
values. 

Senate Minority Leader 
Shelli Yoder, D-Blooming-
ton, called those two an-
nouncements concerning. 
She said the problem with 
partnering with a branch 

of Turning Point 
USA is that the 
organization has 
a specific politi-
cal viewpoint and 
openly endorses 
a specific reli-
gious worldview.

“What does 
that mean for stu-
dents attending 

those schools? What kind 
of pressures is that going to 
be putting on these schools 
and the students who at-
tend those schools?” Yod-
er said. “I think this is an 
announcement that every 
Hoosier should be asking 
more questions, and we de-
mand to hear from the ad-
ministration, what exactly 
does this mean, or was this 
just kind of for show?”

Braun said students 
who want to form student 
groups, such as a Club 
America chapter, will still 
have to go through what-
ever steps are required by 
the local school adminis-
tration.

“This does nothing that 
says you’ve got to do it,” 
Braun said. “It just creates 
the opportunity to make the 
case to do so.”

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/news/politics/
braun-supports-turning-
point-usa-club-america.

Braun

Thanks for
reading

The REPORTER

https://footlite.org/buy-tickets/
mailto:mtrent%40carmeldadsclub.org?subject=Business%20Manager/Bookkeeper
https://www.readingfoundation.org/early-learning
https://thecenterpresents.org/exodus
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/braun-supports-turning-point-usa-club-america
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/braun-supports-turning-point-usa-club-america
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/braun-supports-turning-point-usa-club-america
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/braun-supports-turning-point-usa-club-america
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Don't just ride the rails . . . Bike them!

NickelPlateExpress.com/railbike-rides

Forest Park 
Rail Adventure

An 8-mile round trip  
rail bike ride starting at  

Hobbs Station in Forest Park.
White River 

Family Cruise
Enjoy this short, scenic  

rail bike ride from  
Hobbs Station in Forest Park. 

The REPORTER
For the first time, any-

one needing a ride between 
Hamilton and Hancock 
counties has access to pub-
lic transportation with a sin-
gle call for a flat fee.

The new program – 
One-Call Connect – was 
developed by the Central 
Indiana Regional Transpor-
tation Authority (CIRTA), 
Hamilton County Express, 
and RIDE Hancock. 

Because of the way pub-
lic transportation funding 
works, transit providers typ-
ically cannot cross county 
lines. As a result, transit us-
ers have to find other trans-
portation when traveling 
from one county to another. 

Working in collabo-
ration, One-Call Connect 
partners have arranged for 
a connection point in Mc-
Cordsville where passen-
gers can easily transfer from 

one county’s service to the 
other’s.

“People don’t think 
about crossing county lines. 
They just want to get where 
they need to go,” CIRTA 
Executive Director Jennifer 
Gebhard said. “One-Call 
Connect will create a more 
streamlined user experience 
for people in Hamilton and 
Hancock counties. We see 
this as a pilot program that 
will provide data on ride de-
mand, as well as opportuni-
ties for future cost efficien-
cies throughout the region.” 

One-Call Connect is 
open to everyone in Ham-
ilton or Hancock counties, 
and trips can be for any 
purpose – medical appoint-
ments, shopping, visiting 
family, etc. The cost to ride 
is $8 cash each direction, 
paid to the drivers at pick 
up. A round trip costs $16, 
which is significantly less 

than the cost of compara-
ble trips using commercial 
transportation services.

Trips must start in one 
county (Hamilton or Han-
cock) and end in the other 
(Hamilton or Hancock). All 
vehicles are ADA acces-
sible. Riders will transfer 
from one vehicle to another 
at Leo’s Market and Eatery, 
8956 N. County Road 600 
West, McCordsville. Driv-
ers will stay with riders until 
the next vehicle arrives and 
assist riders with the trans-
fer if needed.

Trips within one county 
are handled by Hamilton 
County Express or RIDE 
Hancock.

To book a One-Call 
Connect trip:

•	 Call CIRTA at 
(317) 327-7433 between 
8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

•	 Trips must take 

place between 7 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day.

•	 Trips must be 
booked 48 hours in ad-
vance but not more than two 
weeks ahead.

About the organizations
Hamilton County Ex-

press, a service of Janus 
Developmental Services, 
provides reservation-based 
transportation for the gener-
al public in Hamilton Coun-
ty.

RIDE Hancock, a ser-
vice of Hancock County 
Senior Services, provides 
reservation-based transpor-
tation for the general public 
in Hamilton County.

The Central Indiana 
Regional Transporta-
tion Authority enhances 
transportation connectivity 
to the benefit of residents 
and businesses across the 
10-county region.

Photos provided
Together with the Central Indiana Regional Transportation Authority, Hamilton County Express and 
RIDE Hancock can get you where you need to between the counties.

New public transportation
program between Hamilton &
Hancock counties starts April 6

MGP: Midwest 
Grain Products

“The biggest 
distillery you’ve 
never heard of.”

My wife and 
I recently went 
on a little vaca-
tion to Madison, 
Ind. It’s beautiful 
down there along 
the Ohio River. 
While there, we 
decided to travel 
east to Lawrenceburg be-
fore heading back home. 
Mainly because I wanted to 
take a gander at the “myste-
rious” MGP whiskey distill-
ery there.

Indiana is the third-larg-
est producer of bourbon and 
rye in the world, and there 
can’t be a discussion of In-
diana bourbon (or bourbon, 
period) without mentioning 
MGP. In fact, MGP is why 
Indiana ranks amongst the 
top bourbon and rye pro-
ducers.

When one arrives in 
Lawrenceburg, it is impos-
sible to miss the huge MGP 
distillery. It’s a gigantic, old, 
brick, factory that is totally 
reminiscent of something 
out of the movies. No lush 
grounds. No tasting rooms. 
No tours that I’m aware of. 
Just a gargantuan whiskey 
making behemoth.

I half expected to see 
a bourbon making version 
of Willy Wonka strutting 
behind its gate. He wasn’t 
there. Disappointing. 

The plant was first put 
into operation in 1847 and 
was the former Seagram’s 
Distillery. It has been mak-
ing whiskeys continuous-
ly for over 175 years. Yes, 
even through Prohibition. 
Seagram’s went out of busi-
ness in the early 2000s and 
the distillery changed hands 
a few times until bought by 
MGP. The whiskey-making 
side of the operation (they 
also make products for agri-
culture) now operates under 
the name of Ross & Squibb, 
though the term MGP has 
become ubiquitous in the 
whiskey world.

So, what’s the big deal? 
That’s a long story that in-
volves secrecy, multi-mil-
lion-dollar lawsuits, and 
bottle labeling laws … 
too much to get into here. 
Suffice it to say that MGP 
makes a lot of our favorite 
brands of bourbons and es-
pecially ryes, and most of us 
don’t even realize it. This is 
particularly true of MANY 
of the smaller distilleries 

around the coun-
try, as mentioned 
in my last column 
regarding West 
Fork. For some 
reason some 
bourbon enthusi-
asts find this dis-
tasteful. 

Simplifying 
the story quite a 
bit:

Imagine a new distillery 
is started. Whiskeys, espe-
cially bourbon, take time 
to age; at least two years by 
law, and the longer the bet-
ter. There aren’t going to be 
any profits made for at least 
two years.

The remedy? Find a 
large distillery that has prod-
uct on hand and is willing to 
sell it to you. You then fin-
ish it by blending, aging it 
longer, finishing it in special 
barrels, or a combination 
thereof, and then bottling/
labeling it. Viola! You have 
a bourbon/rye brand! 

The kicker is that small 
distilleries might not (they 
usually don’t) want the con-
sumer to know that their 
quaint, homegrown product 
is actually made in a huge 
distillery. Much of the time 
these smaller distilleries 
only use MGP’s barrelings 
until their own whiskeys 
come of age. Many times 
they don’t. Doesn’t really 
matter. As far as the "contro-
versy” surrounding it goes, I 
say more power to them. 

I’ve mentioned ryes a 
few times today. That’s be-
cause rye whiskey is where 
MGP really shines. They 
make many of the best rye 
whiskeys in the world. 
This is true of their own 
outstanding brands such 
as Remus Highest Rye and 
Rossville Union. They also 
make Bulleit Rye, Temple-
ton Rye, Angel’s Envy Rye, 
and Redemption Rye, just to 
name a very few.

Books could be written 
about the story of this ven-
erable distillery, the dozens 
upon dozens of whiskeys that 
they make, and the “contro-
versy” surrounding it. I, for 
one, am thankful that there is 
such a wonderful place mak-
ing outstanding bourbons 
and ryes. The world is a little 
better place with their great 
whiskeys in it.

After all, good whiskey 
is good whiskey, no mat-
ter what the label reads, or 
where it comes from.

Until next time – cheers!
Jon Smyrnis is a lifelong 

Indianapolis area resident. 
He enjoys traveling, hiking, 
biking, kayaking, dining out, 
and, of course, fine cocktails 
and great bourbons.

Jon Smyrnis
Bourbon Psychosis

COLUMNIST

Thanks for 
reading!

https://www.lyons-realty.com/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides
https://www.janus-inc.org/hamilton-county-express
https://www.janus-inc.org/hamilton-county-express
https://www.hcssi.org/services/
https://cirta.us/
https://cirta.us/
https://cirta.us/
https://bit.ly/2sAAwOB
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BIDDING OPENS: Friday, February 27th @ 6pm
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, March 14th @ 6pm
PREVIEW DAY:  Thursday, March 12th, Noon - 6pm

PICK-UP DAYS: Monday, March 16th, Noon-6pm
 Tuesday, March 17th, Noon - 6pm

ON-LINE ONLY PUBLIC AUCTION
The Estate of Annetta White &

The Personal Property of Daniel Rayl 

DANIEL RAYL’S COLLECTION of O-Scale Train Cars, Track, Buildings, Die-Cast & Signs; Silver Eagles & Morgan 
Dollars, Gold & Copper, Coins, St. Clair & Glass Lamps,; Large Stamp Collection, Tobacco Pipes & Cigar Boxes, Vtg. 
Comic Books,; Really Cool Vintage Toys & Paper Dolls & Building Sets, Games & Puzzles,; Die-Cast Cars & Semi’s, 
Marx Toys, Coca-Cola Collectibles, Sewing & Crafts,; Glassware & China, Yearbooks, Milk Bottles, Coolers, Sterling 
Silver, Rarities,; Old-School Halloween Masks, Kitchen & Household, Porcelain Enamelware,; Stiffel Table Lamps, 
Ball Jars, Canning Supplies, Furniture, Electronics; Record Albums, Cylinder Records, Player Piano Rolls, Yardsticks, 
Canes &; Walking Sticks, Vtg. Tobacco, Spice & Other Tins, Seed Sacks, Advertising,; Signs, Primitives, Antiques & 
Collectibles, Pottery, Paintings, Prints & Lithographs,; Longaberger Baskets, Men’s & Women’s Vtg. Hats, Holiday 
Decor, Power & Hand Tools,; Hardware, 18” Barrel Kegs, Ammo & Other Asst. Crates, Galvanized Tubs,; License Plate 
Toppers, Antique Pedal Grinding Wheel, Lawnmower Lift,; Snap-On Plasma Cutter, Home-lite 4400 Generator, More; 

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

Banks introduces bill to
help prevent youth suicide
Submitted by Office of 
U.S. Senator Jim Banks

On Wednesday, March 
11, U.S. Senators Jim 
Banks (R-Ind.) and Tina 
Smith (D-Minn.) 
introduced the 
Raising Aware-
ness for Youth 
Suicide Preven-
tion (RAYS) Act, 
which would re-
quire middle and 
high schools to 
include the 988 
Suicide and Cri-
sis Lifeline and 
relevant suicide prevention 
information on student IDs.

This bill will make sui-
cide prevention readily ac-
cessible for students, help-
ing to save lives and protect 
their mental health.

“It is unacceptable that 
suicide is the leading cause 
of death for Americans un-
der 21,” Sen. Banks said. 
“This legislation will ex-
pand access to vital resourc-
es and help save lives.”

Key provisions
of the bill

• Require middle and 
high schools to provide the 
phone number for the 988 
Suicide and Crisis Lifeline 

as well as relevant state and 
local suicide prevention 
contacts.

• Schools that do not 
issue an identification card 

would not be re-
quired to start, 
but would need to 
publish the infor-
mation on school 
websites and oth-
er student portals.

Background
In 2021, sui-

cide was the lead-
ing cause of death 
for youth under 

21 years old. Child mental 
health continues to wors-
en, with 37 percent of high 
school students reporting 
experiencing poor mental 
health. By making suicide 
prevention resources more 
readily available for chil-
dren and their families, 
lives will be saved. In fact, 
25 states, including Indi-
ana, have already adopted 
a version of this bill, and 
those states report a 36 per-
cent increase in calls to 988 
within just one year of the 
law being enacted, indicat-
ing reduced suicide risk as 
people take advantage of the 
resources available to them.

Banks

Indiana Business Health Collaborative 
announces new executive leadership

Submitted
The Indiana Busi-

ness Health Collaborative 
(IBHC) has entered into an 
association management 
services agreement with 
Lock Strategies, LLC. Un-
der this agreement, Beth 
Lock, President and Own-
er of Lock Strategies, will 
serve as the new CEO/
Executive Director to the 
IBHC, effective March 9.

Lock will provide day-
to-day operational man-
agement, membership en-
gagement, and statewide 
advocacy on behalf of the 
IBHC.

The IBHC was formed 
in 2024 with a group of 
stakeholders focused 
on reducing health care 

costs, maintain-
ing a healthy 
workforce, and 
strengthening In-
diana’s economic 
competitiveness. 
The CEO/Execu-
tive Director role 
was previously 
held by Luke 
Messer, who no-
tified the Board late last 
year that he would be step-
ping down during the first 
quarter of 2026.

“Beth brings a wealth 
of health care knowledge, 
policy expertise, and cor-
porate experience to the 
organization,” said Susan 
Brock Williams, IBHC 
Board Chair, AVP of State 
Government Affairs, Eli 

Lilly and Com-
pany. “The board 
looks forward to 
this partnership 
with Lock Strat-
egies to advance 
our strategic 
goals with ex-
cellence, clarity, 
and precision. 
The board greatly 

appreciates Luke Messer’s 
original vision of the IBHC 
and his commendable ser-
vice as our chief executive 
officer since the group’s in-
ception.”

“Health care matters 
continue to be a central 
topic in the media and the 
state legislature, as well as 
among Hoosier employers 
and residents,” Lock said. 

“Building on the previous 
momentum of the organi-
zation, I look forward to 
growing the IBHC mem-
bership so Indiana busi-
nesses and health care in-
dustry representatives can 
coalesce around robust re-
search and advanced ideas 
that drive innovative health 
care delivery and afford-
ability models in Indiana.”

Lock has 20 years of 
advocacy and leadership 
experience, having previ-
ously served as the Director 
of Government and Legis-
lative Affairs for the Allen 
County Board of Com-
missioners and Parkview 
Health, respectively, prior 

Lock

By KELLY McVEY
President, Indiana 
Peony Festival, Inc.

We're thrilled to reveal 
the official 2026 design for 
the Indiana Peony Festi-
val, created by 
talented South 
Bend artist Sam-
my Kacius!

This vibrant 
artwork high-
lights the beauty 
and symbolisms 
of historic Semi-
nary Park, while 
showcasing the 
spirit of Hoosier 
tourism. We can't wait to 
share this design and our 
full festival collection with 
you this May!

We were blown away 
by the many amazing sub-
missions we received and 
are deeply grateful to ev-
ery artist for sharing their 
creativity, time, and effort 
in this year's competition.

Kacius is a graphic 
designer, illustrator, and 
engineer originally from 
Indianapolis. He has a 
passion for both creative 
and technical design, hav-

ing graduated from Notre 
Dame in 2023 with a de-
gree in Mechanical En-
gineering and a minor in 
Design. He now lives in 
South Bend and works for 
the university as a graph-

ic designer on 
the Leadership 
Events team, 
where he uses 
his skills to craft 
meaningful ex-
periences that 
advance fund-
raising efforts.

As a lifelong 
Hoosier, Kacius 
said he couldn’t 

be more excited to be a 
part of this year's Indiana 
Peony Festival and help 
showcase the beauty found 
here in the Crossroads of 
America.

Thank you, Sammy 
Kacius! We love to hear 
our peony reach is grow-
ing amongst the state of 
Indiana!

Stay tuned for more 
merchandise updates and 
official IPF collectible of-
fers as we progress into 
spring. Make sure to fol-
low along on our social 

media for the latest news, 
announcements, and all 
things peony. May will be 

here before we know it!
Learn more at Indian-

aPeonyFestival.com.

Indiana launches Find-A-Vet 
portal to help animal owners 

locate veterinary services
By KATY DONINGER
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

The Indiana State Board 
of Animal Health announced 
in a statement Tuesday that 
they are launching an Indi-
ana veterinary practice find-
er, Find-A-Vet.

The ad-free online por-
tal allows users to search for 
veterinary services by spe-
cies, location, specialty, and 
how services are delivered 
(in-clinic, on-site, or haul-in 
facility).

“We know the search 
tool will not solve all the 
shortfalls we hear about,” 
said Indiana State Veterinar-
ian Kyle Shipman, DVM. 
“Our goal is to help where 
we can to match up veteri-
nary practices with capacity 
for new clients with those 
who need their services. 
Many times smaller clinics 
are not well known outside 
their immediate commu-
nities, so an animal owner 
may not be aware that a vet-
erinarian is available in the 
next town or county away.”

Information in Find-

A-Vet is provided by Indi-
ana-licensed practices that 
voluntarily opt-in and are 
accepting new clients. Vet-
erinary practices do not pay 
for the service, nor do the 
clients.

“More than 200 practices 
registered with Find-A-Vet, 
and we continue to reach out 
to our veterinary colleagues, 
encouraging them to join as 
we expand this service,” Dr. 
Shipman said.

Updates to the portal, 
including new practice list-
ings, will be added quarterly.

The veterinary practice 
finder is available now, on-
line:

• Indiana Center for 
Animal Policy

• Indiana Board of Vet-
erinary Medicine (select 
“Consumers”)

• Indiana State Board 
of Animal Health (BOAH)

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/as-seen-on/in-
diana-launches-find-a-vet-por-
tal-to-help-animal-own-
ers-locate-veterinary-ser-
vices.

Kacius

Graphic provided

Indiana Peony Festival 
unveils winning design

Letter to the Editor

Shaffer: Fishers & Carmel 
neck-and-neck on debt

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter 

will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
Carmel is no longer Hamilton County’s largest city.
The latest population estimates put Fishers ahead at 

106,228 while Carmel came in at 105,455.
Carmel retains the dubious distinction of owing 

more debt: $1.6 billion to $1.4 billion.
Fishers taxpayers will pay more on their debt this 

year – $154 million to $102 million.
This year Carmel taxpayers will fork over $102 mil-

lion in debt pay-down while folks in Fishers are on the 
hook for $154 million.

When it comes to mottos, Fishers wins hands down:
• Fishers: Smart, Vibrant, Entrepreneurial.
• Carmel: Built for Big Dreams.
Put another way: Fishers = Pragmatic; Carmel = 

Dreamy.
Bill Shaffer
Carmel

Meeting Notice
The Noblesville Schools Board of Trustees will meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 

March 17, 2026, in the Board Room at the Noblesville Schools Education-
al Services Center, 18025 River Road.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to 
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under

I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in 
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door 

Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

See IBHC . . . Page 8

Thanks for reading!
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Invest Hamilton County 

(IHC) will hold its expand-
ed State of the Workforce 
event from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Friday, April 24 at the 
Renaissance Indianapolis 
North in Carmel.

Now a full-day program 
open to the public, the event 
will convene local school 
superintendents, state eco-
nomic development leaders, 
city partners, employers, and 
community stakeholders for 
a comprehensive look at 
the forces shaping Hamil-
ton County’s workforce and 
economy. The event will 
also feature the inaugural 
Champions of Opportuni-
ty awards, recognizing five 
individuals or organizations 
making a significant impact 
in expanding opportunity 
across the community.

The full-day format re-
flects the growing complex-
ity of workforce challenges 
and the depth of collabo-

rative solutions 
underway across 
the county. Key-
note presentations 
from Lightcast 
– a leading labor 
market analytics 
firm – and IHC 
President & CEO 
Mike Thibideau 
will anchor the 
program, alongside sessions 
featuring Hamilton County 
school superintendents, In-
diana Economic Develop-
ment and entrepreneurship 
leaders, and city economic 
development directors from 
across the county.

Hamilton County con-
tinues to distinguish it-
self through a data-driven 
workforce strategy. Since 
2019, the county has added 
19,490 net new jobs, while 
personal income growth has 
increased 50.5 percent over 
the past five years, outpac-
ing inflation. Approximate-
ly 3.3 percent of local job 

postings now ref-
erence AI-related 
skills, reflecting a 
rapid shift in em-
ployer demand 
and the need for 
new approaches 
to talent develop-
ment and career 
readiness. These 
insights, drawn 

from IHC’s Data Hub, un-
derscore the county’s com-
mitment to aligning work-
force systems with evolving 
economic realities.

“Data drives what we do 
at Invest Hamilton County, 
and as AI, diploma require-
ments, and policy chang-
es evolve in our society, 
we need to evolve along 
with it to stay at the head 
of the pack,” Thibideau 
said. “This expanded event 
is about bringing the right 
people into the same room 
to have honest conversa-
tions about what’s working, 
what’s next, and how we 

continue to lead.”
The event will also fea-

ture the inaugural Champi-
ons of Opportunity awards, 
recognizing employers, ed-
ucators, community leaders, 
and partners who embody 
IHC’s commitment to re-
moving barriers and creat-
ing sustainable pathways 
to economic vitality. Award 
recipients will be announced 
at the event.

The event is present-
ed with support from the 
Hamilton County Commu-
nity Foundation, Hamilton 
County Tourism, Aspire 
Indiana Health, Hamilton 
County Government, One-
Zone Chamber of Com-
merce, Westfield Cham-
ber of Commerce, and 
Noblesville Chamber of 
Commerce.

Registration is open to 
the public, and ticket pric-
ing and the full agenda are 
available at investhamil-
toncounty.com/events.

Thibideau

Invest Hamilton County’s State of the 
Workforce expands to full-day program
Event will include inaugural Champions of Opportunity Awards

Ball State University
Department of Theatre & 
Dance to present CATS

Submitted
Ball State University’s 

Department of Theatre and 
Dance will present CATS at 
7:30 p.m. March 20 and 21 
and 2:30 p.m. March 22 in 
Emens Auditorium, 1800 
W. Riverside Ave., Muncie.

Tickets are on sale 
through Ticketmaster, at the 
Emens Box Office, or by 
phone at (765) 285-1539.

With music by Andrew 
Lloyd Webber and based 
on Old Possum’s Book of 
Practical Cats by T.S. El-
iot, CATS is directed and 
choreographed by Anne 
Beck, assistant professor 
of musical theatre and tap 
dance at Ball State, with 
musical direction by Mi-
chael Rafter, associate pro-
fessor of musical theatre.

On one special night 
each year – the night of the 
Jellicle Ball – the Jellicle 
Cats gather to share their 
stories for the amusement 
of Old Deuteronomy, their 
wise and benevolent lead-

er, who will choose one cat 
to ascend to the Heaviside 
Layer and be reborn into a 
new Jellicle life. 

“Ball State’s CATS is 
a profound exploration of 
forgiveness, belonging, 
and renewal – universal 
themes that resonate across 
generations,” Beck said. 
“Through the stories of the 
Jellicle cats, we witness 
journeys of acceptance, re-
gret, and rebirth, brought to 
life by high-energy danc-
ing, powerful vocals, and 
masterful storytelling by 
our students. It's a show 
that reminds us that ev-
eryone deserves a second 
chance … or in feline cul-
ture – nine of them.”

CATS is presented by 
arrangement with Concord 
Theatricals on behalf of 
The Really Useful Group.

For a full schedule of 
upcoming events and per-
formances at Emens Audi-
torium, visit bsu.edu/web/
emens/events.

Spring into wellness with 
TTR Networking & friends
Submitted

Please plan to attend a 
day of wellness activities 
and networking with TTR 
Networking & Friends to 
kick off spring.

As the first buds of spring 
emerge, it’s the perfect time 
to renew your mind, body, 
and spirit. Join us for a vi-
brant Health & Wellness 
Fair from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Friday, March 27 at Anchor 
Health Chiropractic, 14300 
Mundy Drive, Suite 100, 
Noblesville. This uplifting 
event is all about embracing 
positivity, nurturing mental 
health, living in gratitude, 

fostering positive thinking, 
and celebrating holistic 
well-being in the fresh spirit 
of the season.

For everyone attending, 
explore booths filled with 
wellness wonders, connect 
with like-minded individ-
uals, and enter the exciting 
raffle at the end for prizes 
that spotlight and support 
several local businesses.

Let’s bloom together 
this spring … mark your 
calendars and spread the 
positive vibes! Who’s ready 
to spring into a healthier, 
happier you?

Click here to register.

to launching Lock Strat-
egies, LLC. Notable leg-
islative accomplishments 
in the health care policy 
arena include initiating the 
legislation that authorized 
the state to enter the Inter-
state Medical Licensure 
Compact and successfully 
aligning state and feder-

al health care regulations, 
particularly in transparen-
cy, medical staff credential-
ing, and health information 
privacy.

Lock holds a Master of 
Science in Organizational 
Leadership and Supervi-
sion from Purdue Universi-
ty, Fort Wayne.

About the Indiana Busi-
ness Health Collaborative

The Indiana Busi-
ness Health Collaborative 
(IBHC) is an innovative 
partnership between Hoo-
sier employers and health 
care industry stakehold-
ers who are committed to 
working together to lower 
the cost of health care in In-
diana without jeopardizing 
quality or access to the crit-
ical services that Hoosiers 
rely on. Through the IBHC, 
members help accelerate 
market solutions that will 
reduce costs, maintain a 
healthy workforce, and 
strengthen Indiana’s eco-

nomic competitiveness. 
To learn more, visit indi-
anabhc.org.

About Lock Strategies
Lock Strategies is a 

strategic consulting firm, 
based in Fort Wayne, pro-
viding services in the areas 
of public affairs, strategic 
communication, and coali-
tion building. By leverag-
ing two decades of experi-
ence, principled leadership, 
and trusted influence, Lock 
Strategies navigates com-
plex projects and policies 
to achieve real, tangible 
results. For more infor-
mation, visit lockstrate-
giesllc.com.

IBHC
from Page 7
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Today’s Bible Reading
Korah, Dathan and Abiram

Then Moses said, “This is how you will know 
that the Lord has sent me to do all these things and 
that it was not my idea: If these men die a natural 
death and suffer the fate of all mankind, then the 
Lord has not sent me. But if the Lord brings about 
something totally new, and the earth opens its 
mouth and swallows them, with everything that 
belongs to them, and they go down alive into the 
realm of the dead, then you will know that these 
men have treated the Lord with contempt.”

Numbers 16:28-30 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

SOLD!SOLD!PENDING! SOLD! SOLD!
7389 E 209th Street

NOBLESVILLE 
11405 Haverstick Road

CARMEL
1307 Cliff View Drive

WESTFIELD

18826 Long  
Walk Lane

NOBLESVILLE

875 S 9th street
NOBLESVILLE

The Deakyne Team REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS“Speak 
to Deak!” www.speaktodeak.com

317.695.6032  Jennifer  | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer

Located in downtown 
Noblesville, this beautiful  

1912 Craftsman perfectly blends 
historic charm (original trim, 

staircase) with modern updates, 
including a remodeled kitchen, 

finished outbuilding, and  
fenced yard.

Listed at $430,000

Fantastic waterfront condo on 
Morse Reservoir’s secluded 
Waterscape side! 3BR/2BA, 
boat dock #104, fireplace, 
and deck offer year-round 
fun, relaxation, and scenic 

waterfront living with beaches 
and kayak storage.

Improved Price $484,900

This immaculate ranch in 
Carmel boasts hardwood 
floors, crown molding, a 

stone fireplace, and a relaxing 
sunroom. It sits on .37 

acres, a four-minute walk 
to Woodbrook Elementary. 

Spotless basement and garage.
Listed at $409,900

This 4BR/2.5BA home with a 
3-car garage offers a covered 

front porch overlooking a pond. 
Flexible living spaces, a 2-story 
great room with fireplace, and  
a spacious kitchen. Primary 

bedroom features  
a spa-like bath.

Improved Price $479,900 

This fantastic 4BR/3BA, nearly  
3,000 sq ft home in Woods  

at Prairie Crossing is situated 
on a quiet cul-de-sac. It  

offers a den, loft, and wooded 
views. It’s freshly updated and 

ready for new owners.
Improved Price  $379,900 
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Major investments in athletic programming,
student safety were focus of HSE School 

Board & Fishers City Council joint meeting
Submitted

Hamilton Southeastern 
Schools (HSE) and the City 
of Fishers convened a joint 
board meeting on Wednes-
day, March 11, producing 
several significant approv-
als that mark a new chapter 
in their long-standing part-
nership.

Following the joint ses-
sion, the HSE Board of 
School Trustees continued 
in a separate meeting, tak-
ing additional actions to 
support student well-being, 
district stability, and contin-
ued excellence.

Together, the meetings 
strengthened athletic in-
frastructure, expanded arts 
opportunities for kinder-
garteners through a new 
partnership with The Arts 
Center, ensured continued 
school safety resources, and 
positioned the district for 
long-term success.

Editor’s note: In ad-
dition to the interlocal 
agreement formed between 
HSE Schools and the City 
of Fishers to expand and 
enhance student athletic 
facilities, the meetings also 
covered the following top-
ics. You can read about the 
interlocal agreement in a 
story published here in the 
Thursday, March 12 edition 
of The Reporter.

Renewed School
Resource Officer

partnership
The Board and Council 

approved a renewed Inter-
local Agreement between 
HSE Schools and the Fish-
ers Police Department gov-
erning School Resource 

Officers (SROs) and School 
Safety Officers (SSOs).

Presented by Fishers 
Police Chief Ed Gebhart, 
the updated agreement re-
places the 2023 agreement, 
reflects recent changes in 
Indiana law, and reaffirms 
the shared commitment to 
safe school environments. 

Under the agreement, 
HSE will continue to share 
equally in the cost of officer 
salary, benefits, equipment, 
and training for SROs and 
SSOs stationed in dis-
trict schools. Officers are 
trained through the Nation-
al Association of School 
Resource Officers and will 
continue to serve as desig-
nated school officials for 
purposes of school safety 
planning. 

Following the conclu-
sion of the joint session, 
the HSE Board of School 
Trustees convened its regu-
larly scheduled meeting to 
address several matters spe-
cific to the district.

Administrator 
contract renewals
The Board unanimous-

ly approved the renewal 
of administrator contracts 
and wage agreements for 
more than 70 district ad-
ministrators, with contract 
terms extending through 
June 30, 2028, and June 
30, 2029. The broad scope 
of renewals spans building 
principals, central office 

administrators, and district 
leaders, and reflects the 
Board’s confidence in the 
strength of HSE’s leader-
ship team. 

Expanded behavioral 
health services through 
Aspire Indiana Health

The Board also ap-
proved a new Memorandum 
of Understanding with As-
pire Indiana Health to pro-
vide school-based behavior-
al health services, ensuring 
continuity of care following 
Community Health Net-
work’s decision to end its 
behavioral health contracts 
with school districts. 

The agreement, be-
ginning June 1, will allow 
Aspire therapists to work 
on-site within HSE schools, 
providing directly enrolled 
students with access to 
mental health treatment 
while coordinating close-
ly with school counselors 
and staff. Importantly, the 
arrangement carries no fi-
nancial cost to the district, 
with Aspire billing through 
Medicaid and other accept-
ed funding sources. 

Board receives 
Apex contract review

The Board received a 
high-level overview of the 
district’s Apex Benefits con-
tract from CFO Tim Brown 
and Apex Chief Strategy 
Officer Jim Harenberg. 
The presentation covered 
the scope of services Apex 

provides to the district, the 
cost-saving measures built 
into the partnership, and the 
value it delivers for HSE 
employees and the district’s 
overall fiscal health.

Since partnering with 
Apex in July 2024, HSE has 
worked to keep employee 
healthcare affordable while 
maintaining high-quality 
benefits: 

• Approximately $3 mil-
lion in district savings were 
achieved through strategic 
plan design changes (ap-
proximately $1.5 million) 
and pharmacy management 
improvements (projected 
$1.6 million).

• For 2026, premium in-
creases were kept low. The 
district currently covers ap-
proximately 83 percent of 
total premium costs, keep-
ing employee contributions 
at roughly 17 percent.

• As part of the agree-
ment, Apex conducted a 
comprehensive review of 
service providers and an-
cillary benefits to ensure 
competitive pricing and 
strong care options for em-
ployees.

Overall, HSE Schools 
remains committed to re-
sponsibly managing health-
care costs while continuing 
to provide employees with 
strong, affordable benefits. 

Applications are now 
open for students outside 
of HSE’s district boundar-
ies to enroll for the 2026-27 
academic year. For more 
information, please vis-
it hseschools.org/about/
enro l lment /non-res i -
dent-transfer.

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PROPOSED ADDITIONAL 
APPROPRIATION

Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the City of Westfield, Hamilton 
County, Indiana, that the Common Council at their regular meeting place at 
Westfield City Hall at 130 Penn Street, in Westfield, IN at 7:00 PM, on the 23rd 
day of March 2026, will consider the following additional appropriations in 
excess of the budget for the current year.

Additional appropriations to be added:  
567 Opioid Distribution Grant Fund
	 Major Budget Classification:
	 Other Services and Charges-Grants-Transfers #567012349	 $25,000
TOTAL for Opioid Distribution Grant Fund		  $25,000
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be heard on the 

additional appropriation.  
R7643	 3/13/26, 3/16/26

— Westfield —
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By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

NOBLESVILLE – 
Starting next year, the Hori-
zon League’s path to the Big 
Dance goes through Nobles-
ville.

The city announced that 
in 2027, the Arena at Inno-
vation Mile will host the 
men’s and women’s Horizon 
League basketball champi-
onships. Noblesville Mayor 
Chris Jensen made the news 
public at a press conference 
Thursday morning at The 
Arena, calling it “another gi-
ant step forward” for the city.

Interim commissioner 
Chris Neuman also spoke 
at the press conference, as 
did Carl Daniels, director of 
Hamilton County Sports Au-
thority.

The Horizon League cur-
rently consists of 11 schools 
from across the Midwest, 
with a 12th school, Northern 
Illinois University, joining 
on July 1. 

Next year’s tournament 
will be the first of a five-
year run at the Arena. The 
facility will host quarterfinal 
games on Sunday, March 7, 
semifinal games on Monday, 
March 8 and the champi-
onship contest on Tuesday, 
March 9. First-round games 
will be played at the different 
schools, with the winners ad-
vancing to play at the Arena.

“We’re super excited for 
the City of Noblesville and 

the Arena at Innovation Mile 
to provide major experiences 
across our six-state, soon to 
be seven Midwest footprint,” 
said Neuman.

Daniels said bringing 
the Horizon League cham-
pionships to Noblesville 
was a “collaborative effort” 
between the city, the Arena, 
REV Entertainment (opera-
tor of the Arena) and Hamil-
ton County Sports Authority 
and the state of Indiana.

“The state of Indiana has 
a bid fund that we were able 
to tap into to help bring this 
event here,” said Daniels. “It 
was about an 18-month pro-
cess. And this is a fantastic 
venue that we’ve been able 
to secure for this event, and 
it was built intentionally for 
events just like this.”

With the expected atten-
dance, Jensen said the tour-
nament will translate into 

“thousands of student-ath-
letes and fans and families 
staying at our hotel rooms, 
dining at our restaurants, en-
joying other entertainment 
opportunities all around cen-
tral Indiana.”

Luke Bosso is the athlet-
ic director at IU Indianapolis, 
one of the Horizon League 
schools, and he attended the 
press conference as well.

“I’ve told the other ath-

letic directors in the league, 
Indiana is basketball hungry 
and I feel pretty confident 
that we’re going to sell out 
this arena when we have it 
here,” said Bosso. “It’s going 
to be great basketball.”

Jensen said during the 
press conference that this 
is just the beginning for the 
Arena. Later, he expanded on 
that comment.

“I think you’ll see an an-

nouncement later this month 
about this facility specifical-
ly, and I think you’ll also see 
an announcement probably 
later this month, or in April, 
about other events happening 

here and in and around In-
novation Mile,” said Jensen. 
“So, we are in constant con-
versation with not just sport-
ing opportunities, but also 
corporate opportunities.”
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

0 Durbin Road - Noblesville 
40 Acres | $1,600,000

0 Prairie Baptist Rd. - Noblesville 
40 Acres | $1,760,000

0 206th Street E. - Noblesville 
13.27 Acres | $570,610

0 Creek - Noblesville 
40 Acres | $1,200,000

BUY DIRT – Invest or Build your dream home!

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com  

TalkToDani.com

Reporter photo by Julie Brown
The Noblesville girls lacrosse team dropped 
an away game 17-1 at Bishop Chatard. Mara 
Dunn scored the lone goal for the Millers. 
Pictured is Noblesville’s Eva Blout. 

Noblesville girls
lacrosse falls to Chatard

Photos by Mike Navarro
(LEFT) Guerin Catholic’s Caroline Ford scored seven goals for the Golden Eagles during their season-
opening win over Carmel on Thursday. (RIGHT) Carmel’s Ellie Espey scored two goals.

Golden Eagles win state rematch
By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

The Guerin Catholic and 
Carmel girls lacrosse teams 
opened their seasons by 
playing each other Thurs-
day at the Golden Eagles’ 
field.

The two teams have met 
for the Class 2A state cham-
pionship for the past four 
years, with the Greyhounds 
winning the last two. But 
Guerin Catholic was the 
winner to begin the 2026 
campaign, using a late surge 
to beat Carmel 13-6.

“The girls were anxious 
to play, because we haven’t 
played anybody yet, so it 
was great to get out there the 
first time,” said GC coach 
Joe Bellflower.

Guerin Catholic trailed 
2-1 after the first quarter, 
then led 5-4 at halftime. The 
Golden Eagles went up 6-4 
early in the third before Car-
mel came back to tie at 6-6.

After that, it was all 
Guerin Catholic, as the 
Golden Eagles scored the 
game’s last seven goals. 
Caroline Ford, a star player 
for GC last season and still 

only a junior, contributed to 
that run by pouring in five 
of those goals. 

“I think they really 
stepped up in the second half 
and I think we took over,” 
said Bellflower. “They ran 
a really tough zone for us, 
which we struggled with in 
the first half. But once we 
figured it out, I think that 
was the difference.”

Ford finished the game 
with seven goals. She has 
committed to play lacrosse 
at Temple University.

“She’s obviously the 
best athlete out on the 

field there,” said Bell-
flower. “She’s a big differ-
ence-maker.”

Senior Lucy Esposito 
scored three goals, with ju-
nior Claire Flannagan added 
two goals and junior Mag-
gie Scott scored one. Senior 
Audrey Papay also is back 
from last year’s team, and 
Bellflower said she played 
“a really good game.”

Carmel was led by se-
niors Jacqueline Mabry and 
Ellie Espey; both scored 
two goals. Senior Mallory 
Wingenroth had one goal, 
as did junior Gia Ferrettie.

The Arena at Innovation Mile to host 
Horizon League basketball tournaments

Photo provided
The Arena at Innovation Mile will be the site 
of the Horizon League men’s and women’s 
basketball championships beginning in 2027. The 
announcement was made at a press conference 
Thursday at the Arena. Speaking at the press 
conference were (from left) Carl Daniels, director 
of Hamilton County Sports Authority, Chris 
Neuman, interim Horizon League commissioner 
and Noblesville Mayor Chris Jensen.

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
The Arena at Innovation Mile’s video screen announced the news of the 
Horizon League championships’ future plans soon after the press conference.

Girls Lacrosse

Who’s in the Horizon League?
Cleveland State University
University of Detroit Mercy

University of Wisconsin-Green Bay
Indiana University Indianapolis

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Northern Illinois University (joining on July 1)

Northern Kentucky University
Oakland University

Purdue University Fort Wayne
Robert Morris University
Wright State University

Youngstown State University

mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://noblesvillesports.com/
https://www.talktodani.com/
https://www.joshuaherdphotography.com/
https://www.justinsicking.com/
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
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Friday, March 13
BOYS LACROSSE

Bishop Chatard at Westfield, 6 p.m.
South Oldham (Ky.) at Hamilton Southeastern, 6 p.m.

GIRLS LACROSSE
Carmel at Kentucky Country Day School, 6 p.m.

TRACK AND FIELD
Guerin Catholic at HSR Qualifier #2, 6 p.m. at University of Indianapolis

Saturday, March 14
BOYS BASKETBALL
Regional at New Castle

Carmel vs. Fort Wayne Snider, 4 p.m.
BOYS LACROSSE

Fishers at Evansville Reitz, noon
Fishers at Gibson Southern, 4 p.m.

Hamilton Southeastern at Cincinnati St. Xavier, 5 p.m.
Guerin Catholic at South Bend St. Joseph, TBD

GIRLS LACROSSE
Hamilton Southeastern at Brebeuf Jesuit, 11:15 a.m.
Hamilton Southeastern at Guerin Catholic, 1:45 p.m.

Guerin Catholic at South Bend St. Joseph, TBD
GYMNASTICS

Noblesville, Westfield at IHSAA state finals, 11:30 a.m. at Ball State
TRACK AND FIELD

Carmel, Hamilton Heights, Westfield at HSR Qualifier #3, 10 a.m. at 
Indiana Wesleyan 

University at McCutcheon HSR Qualifier, 10 a.m. at Purdue

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

SPORTS SCHEDULE

Special Olympics Hamilton County men’s
basketball teams celebrate successful seasons
The REPORTER

Special Olympics Ham-
ilton County (SOHC) is 
celebrating the successful 
season of its two men’s 
basketball teams following 
Area 8 competition.

The Special Olympics 
Hamilton County Bulldogs 
finished the season as Area 
8 Champions in the Blue 
Division, Level 2, demon-
strating teamwork, perse-
verance, and skill through-
out the season.

The Special Olympics 
Hamilton County Cardi-
nals also had a great sea-
son, building teamwork 
and playing hard, earning 
second place in the Level 
3 Area 8 Men’s Basketball 
division.

Special Olympics Hamil-
ton County is a volunteer-led 
organization that provides 
year-round sports training 
and athletic competition for 
individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. Through sports, 
athletes develop physical fit-
ness, build confidence, expe-
rience joy, and create mean-
ingful relationships within 
their community.

Athletes must have an 
intellectual disability to par-
ticipate in Special Olympics 
from age 8 to 108, provid-
ing that the opportunity to 
compete, grow, and belong 
truly lasts a lifetime.

All athletes participate 
free of charge, and all pro-
gram expenses, including 
uniforms, equipment, facil-
ity rentals, and competition 
fees, are funded through 
donations raised locally by 
Special Olympics Hamilton 
County.

The mission of Special 
Olympics is to provide year-
round sports training and 
athletic competition in a va-
riety of Olympic-type sports 
for children and adults with 
intellectual disabilities, giv-

ing them continuing oppor-
tunities to develop physical 
fitness, demonstrate cour-
age, experience joy, and 
participate in a sharing of 
gifts, skills, and friendship 
with their families, other 
Special Olympics athletes, 
and the community.

Community members 
interested in learning more, 
volunteering, or supporting 
Special Olympics Hamilton 
County can visit sohcindi-
ana.org where donations 
can also be made to support 
local athletes and program-
ming.

Photos provided
(TOP) The Special Olympics Hamilton County Bulldogs team finished the 
season as Area 8 Champions in the Blue Division, Level 2. (Front row, from left) 
Blake Buckner, Caiden Wetherald, and Caleb Short. (Back row, from left) Coach 
Todd Hieber, Dylan Feil, Coach AB Buckner, Nash Huffman, Cade Agnelli, 
David Scott, and Colin Etchison. (ABOVE) The Special Olympics Hamilton 
County Cardinals earned second place in the Level 3 Area 8 Men’s Basketball 
division. (Front row, from left) Ryan McNarney, Christian Vittorio, and Raheem 
Harrington. (Back row, from left) Coach Drew Bollenbacher, Jerry Moore, Andy 
Poulter, Coach Mike Morris, Noah Morris, Derrick Moss, and Cashius Parker.

Fishers Freight season 
opener is Saturday

The REPORTER
The Fishers Freight foot-

ball team will play its season 
opener Saturday at the Fish-
ers Event Center.

The Freight, part of the 
Indoor Football League (IFL) 

takes on the Quad City Steam-
wheelers, with the kickoff at 5 
p.m. Doors open at 4 p.m.

Fishers residents are el-
igible for discounted tickets 
to the game. Click this link 
to order.

Indy Eleven prepare for 2026 home opener
By HERNAN GUTIERREZ
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

A hometown standout 
for the Indy Eleven is set-
ting sights on returning to the 
USL Championship Playoffs 
this season. The team is pre-
paring for its home opener 
against regional rival Detroit 
City FC later this month.

Midfielder Logan Nei-
dlinger joined WISH-TV’s 
Daybreak Tuesday morning 
to give an outlook on the 
2026 season. This will be the 
20-year-old’s third year with 
the team.

Last year, he was the 
youngest player on the roster. 
He grew up on Indy’s south 
side and went to Roncalli 
High School for two years. 
He finished out his last two 
years online to be able to 
train with the Indy Eleven 
full-time.

“Growing up in Indy, it’s 
been a dream to play for Indy 
Eleven all my life,” Nei-
dlinger said. “It’s definitely a 
dream come true.”

This year, the local star 
says fans can expect a more 
direct style of play on the 
pitch and more chemistry on 
the team.

Neidlinger is hopeful that 
several off-season signings 
will reenergize the squad.

“Last year, we kind of 
lacked a little bit of hunger 
and desire to win,” Nei-
dlinger said. “By bringing in 
a lot of younger guys, we’ve 
kind of brought that back. 
We’ve got guys who are 
more willing to work hard 
and do their job.”

Indy Eleven started its 
2026 USL Championship 
campaign on the road with a 
0-1 loss to Brooklyn FC.

It continues with a U.S. 

Open Cup match at Grand 
Park in Westfield against Des 
Moines Menace on March 17

The March 21 home 
opener at Carroll Stadium 
will feature the classic Indy 
Eleven family-friendly expe-
rience, including a kids’ zone.

“[Detroit City is] one of 
our rivals,” Neidlinger said. 
“They’re going to be a good 
team this year, but we are 
expecting a good game. We 
obviously [want to] come out 
and win, and we want to put 
on a show for you guys and 
for the fans.”

Kickoff for the home 
opener is scheduled for 7 
p.m. on March 21. For tick-
ets, visit the Indy Eleven’s 
website.

This story originally 
appeared on WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/sports/indy-elev-
en/indy-eleven-home-open-
er-detroit-2026.

Joshua Herd / File photo
Carmel’s Evan Harrell scored 18 points during 
the Greyhounds’ Sectional 8 championship win 
over Fishers.

The REPORTER
The Carmel boys bas-

ketball team is back in a re-
gional championship game 
for the first time in 2021.

The Greyhounds will 
travel to New Castle’s fa-
mous fieldhouse on Sat-
urday to play Fort Wayne 
Snider for a regional title. 
The game will start at 4 
p.m., following a 1 p.m. 
3A regional game between 
Delta and Blackhawk 
Christian.

The Panthers won their 
first sectional since 2022 at 
the four-team Sectional 5 
last week. Snider defeated 
Carroll 58-48 in the semi-
finals, then edged out Fort 
Wayne North Side 65-62 in 
an overtime sectional title 
game.

After starting the sea-
son 3-5, the Panthers have 
won 16 of their last 18 
games for a 19-7 record. 
That includes a 7-2 finish 
in the Summit Conference, 
where Snider finished 
tied for the championship 

along with Carroll and Fort 
Wayne South Side.

Senior Xavier Wilson is 
the Panthers’ leading scor-
er, averaging 15.6 points 
per game. He also dished 
out 3.6 assists per contest 
and collects 4.4 rebounds.

Next on the scoring 
list are two juniors. Trell 
Hogue scores 11.4 points 
per game, followed by Ket-
ron Paschall at 9.0 points. 
Paschall is also the leading 
rebounder at 6.7 per game.

Carmel enters the re-
gional with an 18-5 record 
and a similar sectional 
path. The Greyhounds 
beat Noblesville 44-30 in 
their semifinal game, then 
won an epic Sectional 8 
championship, beating No. 
1-ranked Fishers 50-49 at 
The Mill.

Senior Ben Bremer hit 
a 3-pointer with under 30 
seconds left to secure the 
win. Senior Evan Harrell, a 
Bellarmine commit, scored 
18 points for Carmel in its 
victory. 

Greyhounds to play
Panthers for regional title

Boys Basketball Regional Preview Football

Soccer
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