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Carnegie Corporation 
awards Westfield

Library $10K grant
Funding to support programming
around USA’s 250th anniversary 
The REPORTER

The Carnegie Corporation of New York 
has awarded a $10,000 gift to the Westfield 
Washington Public Library. The award is 
part of Carnegie Libraries 250, a special 
initiative celebrating the upcoming 250th 
anniversary of the signing of the Decla-
ration of Independence and honoring the 
roughly 1,280 Carnegie Libraries still serv-
ing their communities.

Scottish immigrant Andrew Carnegie 
funded the construction of 1,681 free pub-
lic libraries nationwide between 1886 and 
1917. That includes the original Westfield 
Washington Public Library, which was 
awarded a $9,000 Carnegie grant in 1920, 
to build the library at 104 W. Main Street. 
Indiana boasts the highest number of Carn-
egie libraries in the United States, with 164 
built between 1901 and 1922.

“This gift is a meaningful reminder of 
the vision that helped 
shape public libraries 
across the country,” 
says Executive Di-
rector Sheryl Sollars. 
“For nearly 170 years, 
the Westfield Wash-
ington Public Library 
has served as a place 
of learning, connec-
tion, and opportunity 
for this community. 
It is an honor to be recognized as part of 
that enduring Carnegie tradition while 
continuing to meet the evolving needs of 
Westfield residents.”

“Our founder, Andrew Carnegie, who 
championed the free public library move-
ment, described libraries as ‘cradles of de-
mocracy’ that ‘strengthen the democratic 
idea, the equality of the citizen, and the roy-
alty of man,’” adds Dame Louise Richard-
son, president of Carnegie Corporation of 
New York and former head of the Universi-
ty of Oxford. “We still believe this and are 
delighted to celebrate our connection to the 
libraries he founded.”

The Westfield Washington Public Li-
brary may use the funds to celebrate the 
country’s 250th anniversary, further its 
mission, and benefit the community it 
serves. Patrons are invited to share their 
Westfield Washington Public Library pho-
tos, stories, and community celebrations at 
carnegielibraries.org.

Sollars

AMY SHINNEMAN
Disability in the City

COLUMNIST

A rare
celebration
Over the weekend 

I celebrated rare dis-
ease day. It is a day 
that many of us “rare” 
people like to acknowl-
edge and celebrate. An 
opportunity to raise 
awareness.

What are we cele-
brating? Why do these 
days matter?

When living with a 
rare disease, there can be limited informa-
tion. Drug trials or even a sense that some-
one out there is fighting on our behalf can 
feel nonexistent. Many rare diseases will 
never see a cure, let alone opportunities 
for treatment.

That can make it hard to harness hope.
It does not stop an army of rare disease 

patients and advocates from trying. Trying 
to raise awareness for the forgotten diseases 
that many do not even know exist.

Take my disease for example. I live 
with a type of muscular dystrophy called 
Bethlem Myopathy. While I had heard of 
muscular dystrophy when I was diagnosed, 
I had never heard the words Bethlem My-
opathy in my life.

Immediately, I set out to find as much 
information on Bethlem Myopathy as I 
could. I was starved for answers as to what 
made me “tick.” I needed to know, what ex-
actly goes on inside of my body that makes 
my muscles so weak.

It is estimated that fewer than 5,000 
people in the United States live with Beth-
lem Myopathy.

See Celebration . . . Page 2

Braun seeks parents’ input on social media law
By GARRETT BERGQUIST
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Republican Gov. Mike 
Braun on Monday said parents 
should provide feedback about 
how well Indiana’s new social 
media law works.

The governor’s comments 
came during a Monday after-
noon news conference follow-
ing the end of the 2026 legisla-
tive session on Friday.

The new social media law, 
which becomes effective on 
Jan. 1, will require social media 
companies to verify the ages of 
anyone applying for an account. 
If the person is younger than 16, 
social media companies must 
get parental approval, and the 
person’s account could not have 
features such as autoplay, infinite 
scrolling, or algorithm-generat-
ed content suggestions.

Lawmakers have worked on 
a social media bill for a couple 
of years, but the efforts gained 
new traction after the disappear-
ance and death of Fishers teen-
ager Hailey Buzbee in January. 
Investigators said Buzbee com-

municated with a man 
through an online 
gaming platform for 
about a year before 
she ran away from 
home.

Braun said the 
bill doesn’t contain 
everything he wants 
for social media 
companies but it’s a 
good start, especially consider-
ing lawmakers’ short timeline 
this session. He said he hopes 
the bill is a catalyst for further 
legislation and he wants par-
ents and stakeholders to weigh 
in. Above all, Braun said tech 
companies need to start listen-
ing to parents and policymakers 
and address the problems their 
products are causing.

“We shouldn’t have to be, 
as legislators across the country, 
worrying about stuff that you 
could fix to begin with,” he said. 
“We did as much as we could 
with the time that we had and 
I’m proud of what we got done. 
Parents, people using it, paying 
for it, need to tell Big Tech, fix 
your own problems.”

Braun said he was 
very pleased with the 
overall results of the 
legislative session. In 
all, he said 19 of 23 
bills associated with 
his legislative agen-
da and 32 of 35 bills 
containing agency 
requests reached his 
desk.

Among the bills that reached 
his desk was a bill designed to 
reduce the costs associated with 
building housing. Lawmakers 
ended up removing provisions 
that would have restricted local 
governments’ ability to require 
certain design elements or types 
of housing. Braun said the bill 
still encourages local govern-
ments to work more closely 
with housing developers and 
there already have been some 
instances of success in that area.

The governor also said he 
was pleased by legislation to 
eliminate state income taxes on 
tips and overtime, to strip com-
mercial driver’s licenses from 
people who lack work authori-
zation in the United States, and 

to ban student use of cell phones 
throughout the school day.

The governor also briefly 
addressed Monday’s announce-
ment that a group of investors 
headed by BlackRock would 
acquire AES Indiana. Braun 
said AES’ new owners will 
still have to follow the state’s 
rules. Among other things, that 
means having to work with 
an Indiana Utility Regulato-
ry Commission which Braun 
has tasked with keeping utility 
rates as low as possible.

“It’s the first time ever 
there’s been a dynamic shift in 
this state to where ratepayers are 
the primary concern,” he said.

The governor indicated ve-
toes are unlikely this year. He 
said there were a few bills this 
session with which he had some 
concerns, but his team was 
able to work with lawmakers 
to address them before the bills 
reached his desk.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/news/politics/gov-
braun-seeks-parents-input-on-
new-social-media-law.

Braun

Hamilton Heights musicians & Winter 
Guard shine across multiple competitions
Submitted by Hamilton 
Heights School Corp.

Hamilton Heights High 
School and Middle School 
Band students had an outstand-
ing weekend of performances, 
earning top honors across ISS-
MA, IHSCGA, and IPA events. 
The band program is under the 
leadership of Band Director 
Mark Snelson and Assistant 
Band Director Billy Cox.

High school musicians de-
livered exceptional results at 
the ISSMA State Solo & En-
semble Contest. Mazie Emmert 
(Euphonium Solo) earned Sil-
ver; Rachel England (Trumpet 
Solo) received Gold with Dis-
tinction; and Kaylee Roberts 
(Euphonium Solo) also earned 
Gold with Distinction. The 
Percussion Ensemble – fea-
turing Nicole Eberhard, Lukas 
Jackson, Maddy Lustig, Bella 
McDole, Jack Powell, Kiera 
Rinas, Connelly Schuster, and 
Ava Snelson – earned Gold 
with Distinction as well.

Under the direction of Guy 

Groves, the Hamilton Heights 
Middle School Winter Guard 
earned three consecutive Silver 
ratings in the IHSCGA circuit, 
with strong performances at the 
Zionsville, Brownsburg, and 
DeKalb contests.

Heights Indoor Percussion 
(HIP) also turned in impressive 
results in February IPA competi-
tions, placing third at Noblesville 
and first at Pendleton Heights.

Photos provided by Hamilton Heights School Corporation
From ISSMA State Solo & Ensemble to IHSCGA Winter Guard and IPA Indoor Percussion, 
Hamilton Heights musicians delivered an incredible stretch of performances. These 
photos capture the dedication, artistry, and school spirit the band and guard students 
bring to every stage and competition.

See Heights . . . Page 2

Carmel Rotarians welcome 
state health commissioner

Dr. Weaver: Hamilton Co. has lowest rate of smoking during pregnancy 
By DUBBIE BUCKLER
Carmel Rotary Club Secretary

Dr. Lindsay Weaver, State 
Health Commissioner for the 
Indiana Department of Health 
(IDH), addressed the Carm-
el Rotary Club last week and 
shared information about sig-
nificant health concerns facing 
Indiana.

Weaver began her presenta-
tion sharing the IDH’s mission 
to promote, protect, and im-
prove the health and safety of 
all Hoosiers, and envisioning 
optimal health for every Hoo-
sier regardless of where they 
live, learn, work, or play.

Dr. Weaver reviewed the 
state’s plan to improve Hoo-
siers’ health and reduce obesi-
ty and chronic disease through 
prevention and healthier choic-
es, includes the key focus areas 
of a) promoting healthier food 
access; b) raising consum-
er awareness with clearer and 

more informative labeling; c) 
promoting school wellness and 
fitness testing; d) expanding ac-
cess to fresh, local food; and e) 
evaluating state programs to de-
termine return on the state’s in-
vestment in its health initiatives.

Dr. Weaver stated that a key 
to achieving a healthier Indiana 
is to connect state government, 
communities, schools, health-
care providers, and private part-
ners in a unified effort.

Dr. Weaver remarked that 
key factors underlying the 
IDH’s plan are obesity and to-
bacco use. She reported that 
obesity among Hoosiers has 
continued to increase over the 
past 25 years, contributing to 
major health problems includ-
ing heart disease and diabetes.

Regarding tobacco use 
among Indiana residents, Dr. 
Weaver shared some hopeful 
news, reporting that per the 
2024 Indiana Youth Tobacco 
Survey, high school tobacco 

use is at its lowest levels in 
two decades, and e-cigarette 
usage has dropped to 5 per-
cent, down from a peak of 18.5 
percent in 2018. However, she 
shared that flavored tobacco 

products and the rising popu-
larity of oral nicotine pouch-
es pose serious health risks to 
teens and on into adulthood.

Photo provided by Rotary Club of Carmel
Carmel Rotary President Doug Willard presents books 
to Dr. Lindsay Weaver to sign for distribution to Carmel 
grade schools.

See Health . . . Page 2
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GRAND JUNCTION PLAZA
225 S. Union Street

Strike gold with more details at westfieldin.gov/shamrockdrop

She also shared the 
state’s grave concern about 
the number of women in 
the state who smoke during 
pregnancy. While Indi-
ana’s overall rate of smok-
ing during pregnancy has 
dropped slightly from about 
9 percent to under 7 per-
cent, that’s close to double 
the national rate of smok-
ing during pregnancy. Dr. 
Weaver commended Hamil-
ton County with a smoking 
during pregnancy rate of 
well under 1 percent. She 
compared Hamilton Coun-
ty’s low rate to Crawford 
County’s high rate that is 
greater than 20 percent, add-
ing that 60 percent of Indi-
ana counties have smoking 
while pregnant rates that are 
higher than the statewide 
average.

Board certified in both 
emergency medicine and 

hospice and palliative care 
medicine, Dr. Weaver is also 
an Assistant Professor of 
Clinical Emergency Medi-
cine at the Indiana Univer-
sity School of Medicine and 
still practices emergency 
medicine at Methodist Hos-
pital one night a week. She 
joined IDH as Chief Medi-
cal Officer in 2020. She was 
first appointed State Health 
Commissioner by Governor 
Eric Holcomb and re-ap-
pointed by Governor Mike 
Braun. She also served as 
president of the Indiana 
Chapter of the American 
College of Emergency 
Medicine Physicians.

Following her presenta-
tion, Dr. Weaver answered 
many questions about health 
issues from Carmel Rotar-
ians. Carmel Rotary Club 
President Doug Willard 
then presented books about 

“Milo the Doctor” for her to 
sign, which Carmel Rotary 
then donates to Carmel ele-
mentary school libraries. 

About the Rotary Club 
of Carmel

The Rotary Club of 
Carmel, founded in 1972, 
regularly contributes to 
local community projects 
including the Merciful 
H.E.L.P. Center, Crooked 
Creek Food Pantry, Meals 
on Wheels, Carmel Sum-
mer Lunch Program, Trinity 
Free Clinic, and many oth-
ers. Carmel Rotary’s youth 
outreach includes Leader-
ship Connection, a lead-
ership skills development 
and scholarship program 
for Carmel area high school 
students; Interact, a Rota-
ry-sponsored service club 
for youth ages 12 to 18; and 
the Youth Exchange Pro-
gram, hosting high school 

students from abroad and 
sponsoring Carmel area 
outbound high school stu-
dents to countries around 
the globe.

Carmel Rotary is proud 
to present and provide the 
leadership for CarmelFest, 
Carmel’s annual 4th of July 

parade and celebration. Car-
mel Rotary is also involved 
in global service projects 
within the major focus areas 
of: Peace and conflict pre-
vention/resolution; Disease 
prevention and treatment; 
Water and sanitation, Ma-
ternal and child health; Ba-

sic education and literacy, 
and Economic and commu-
nity development.

The longstanding pri-
mary goal of Rotary Inter-
national is the eradication 
of polio from the face of the 
earth. For more information 
visit CarmelRotary.com. 

Photo provided by Rotary Club of Carmel
Dr. Lindsay Weaver discusses the rise in Indiana’s obesity rate.

Health
from Page 1

The season continues 
with several opportunities to 
enjoy and support Heights’ 
student musicians:

• ISSMA Jazz Festival 
– Kokomo High School, 
Friday, March 6 – Middle 
School Jazz Band at 5:50 
p.m. and High School Jazz 
Band at 8:30 p.m.

• IPA Franklin Com-
munity Invitational – Sat-
urday, March 7 – HIP per-
formance at 5:46 p.m.

• ISSMA JME Orga-
nization Contest – Elwood 
Jr./Sr. High, Friday, March 
13 – 6th Grade Band at 
5:25 p.m. and 7th/8th Grade 

Band at 6:40 p.m.
• IPA Westfield Invita-

tional – Saturday, March 14 
– HIP performance at 4:03 
p.m.

• IPA State Prelims fol-
low on Saturday, March 21, 
with State Finals on Satur-
day, March 28.

Hamilton Heights is 
proud of the dedication, tal-
ent, and teamwork shown 
by these band and guard 
students. Their accomplish-
ments reflect the strength of 
the district’s music program 
and the commitment of di-
rectors, staff, and families 
who support them.

Heights
from Page 1

Celebration
from Page 1

Not only did I need to 
know, but I deserved to 
know. We all deserve to 
know answers to questions 
about our health.

My search resulted in 
a very lackluster explana-
tion, and I felt like half of 
the symptoms did not even 
apply to me. Some did, but 
once again I doubted that 
I had finally found the an-
swers I was looking for.

Thank goodness for ge-
netic counselors. I was so 
fortunate to have one of the 
most patient and caring ge-
netic counselors. No matter 
how many questions I asked 
her, she never made me feel 
silly or like I was bothering 
her. Genetic lingo is hard to 
understand.

Still, I did not feel total-
ly satisfied. I then began to 
search online for “my peo-
ple.” Somewhere along the 
way, I found a young wom-
an who lives in the “land 
down under” and has my 
same diagnosis. Although 
I am about 25 years older 
than her, we became fast 
friends. Figuring out the 
time difference to chat can 
be tricky.

I have since met many 
others, and have made some 

deep connections, including 
one woman who I refer to 
as my soul sister. Many are 
here in the U.S. with some 
in other countries who live 
with Bethlem. I have also 
joined some groups creat-
ed for my specific disease. 
There is no greater wealth 
of knowledge than the peo-
ple living day in and day out 
with the disease.

I shared a quote on my 
social media on rare disease 
day, and it warmed my heart 
to see that it resonated with 
many in my rare communi-
ty. I remember when I was 
first diagnosed and I read 
things written by people like 
me. It was as if they were 
inside my brain and pulled 
their words directly from 
my lived experiences.

Knowing I can now do 
that for someone else means 
the world to me.

This is what I shared …
I didn’t choose rare. It 

chose me. Living with a 
rare disease for 51 years has 
been a complicated mix of 
constantly juggling want-
ing to give up and wanting 
fight like hell to live my life 
to the fullest, before it’s too 
late. It’s wondering what 
the day will bring each day 

for my body. It’s pressure to 
perform a perfect 10 routine 
every day, so I don’t mess up 
and have a devastating fall. 
Each step carefully calculat-
ed. It’s using my wheelchair 
for things I could do on my 
feet not that long ago. It’s 
a constant state of grieving 
loss. It’s hard to put into 
words. It’s sharing vulner-
abilities that are tough to 
share, so that others in my 
same shoes seeking valida-

tion can find it.
Until next time …
Amy Shinneman is a for-

mer National Ambassador 
for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, disability blog-
ger, freelance writer, wife, 
and mom of two boys. She is 
the recipient of the Report-
er’s Winter 2025 Ink-Stained 
Wretch award. You can find 
her blog at humblycoura-
geous.com and reach her on 
Instagram @ashinneman. 

Photo provided

Thanks for reading 
The Reporter!
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Fall in love all over again 
with this modern musical fairy tale, 

based on the popular film!
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BIDDING OPENS: Friday, February 27th @ 6pm
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, March 14th @ 6pm
PREVIEW DAY:  Thursday, March 12th, Noon - 6pm

PICK-UP DAYS: Monday, March 16th, Noon-6pm
 Tuesday, March 17th, Noon - 6pm

ON-LINE ONLY PUBLIC AUCTION
The Estate of Annetta White &

The Personal Property of Daniel Rayl 

DANIEL RAYL’S COLLECTION of O-Scale Train Cars, Track, Buildings, Die-Cast & Signs; Silver Eagles & Morgan 
Dollars, Gold & Copper, Coins, St. Clair & Glass Lamps,; Large Stamp Collection, Tobacco Pipes & Cigar Boxes, Vtg. 
Comic Books,; Really Cool Vintage Toys & Paper Dolls & Building Sets, Games & Puzzles,; Die-Cast Cars & Semi’s, 
Marx Toys, Coca-Cola Collectibles, Sewing & Crafts,; Glassware & China, Yearbooks, Milk Bottles, Coolers, Sterling 
Silver, Rarities,; Old-School Halloween Masks, Kitchen & Household, Porcelain Enamelware,; Stiffel Table Lamps, 
Ball Jars, Canning Supplies, Furniture, Electronics; Record Albums, Cylinder Records, Player Piano Rolls, Yardsticks, 
Canes &; Walking Sticks, Vtg. Tobacco, Spice & Other Tins, Seed Sacks, Advertising,; Signs, Primitives, Antiques & 
Collectibles, Pottery, Paintings, Prints & Lithographs,; Longaberger Baskets, Men’s & Women’s Vtg. Hats, Holiday 
Decor, Power & Hand Tools,; Hardware, 18” Barrel Kegs, Ammo & Other Asst. Crates, Galvanized Tubs,; License Plate 
Toppers, Antique Pedal Grinding Wheel, Lawnmower Lift,; Snap-On Plasma Cutter, Home-lite 4400 Generator, More; 

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

Letter to the Editor

Shaffer: Carmel
continues overspending 
without voter approval

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter 

will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
For the second year in three, Carmel’s local gov-

ernment spent more than in took in – $17 million to be 
exact. In 2023, they overspent by $45.7 million.

In both cases, the major single source of revenue 
came from borrowing – redevelopment bonds, chiefly.

As other Hamilton County cities are trying hard to 
imitate Carmel, their taxpayers can go to school on Car-
mel’s inability to balance the books.

Virtually all debt came about without taxpayer ap-
proval.

And the sky’s the limit for borrowing and spending 
“servants of the people.”

Bill Shaffer
Carmel

317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday

1/2 Price Bottles of 
Wine On Wednesdays

Reservations Recommended 

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Historical tuckpointing 
Foundation repair & replacement

All things masonry 

Arvin Masonry 

Noblesville 317-645-7460

Kirby Brothers Plumbing
65 Years of Experience

Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Well Services

All Types Of Plumbing Needs
Owner: David Kirby

Call: 765-481-6810 
Email: kirbybros1@gmail.com

Business cards Aspire Noblesville
pharmacy now fully open
The REPORTER

After its historic rib-
bon cutting ceremony in 
February, Aspire’s new 
reimagined pharmacy at 
its Noblesville health cen-
ter is now fully open and 
ready to serve anyone in 
the community.

After a soft opening, 
the pharmacy is now fully 
staffed and stocked with 
medication to fulfill all 
prescription needs from 
any medical provider. The 
pharmacy accepts Medic-
aid, Medicare, and most 
traditional insurance.

Located at 17840 Cum-
berland Road, Noblesville, 
the pharmacy is open from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. You can 
call the pharmacy at (317) 
678-0397.

Pharmacy clients who 
are also Aspire patients 
enjoy additional benefits 
including free courier de-
livery of their medication 

to their home or work and 
access to sliding-scale fees, 
making medication more 
affordable and accessible 
to low-income patients. 
Every Aspire health center 
is accepting new primary 
care patients with minimal 
wait times.

The new pharmacy 
model is also a key part of 
the Whole-Person Com-
prehensive Disease Man-
agement (CDM) program 
to serve patients with pro-
gressive chronic condi-
tions such as rheumatoid 
arthritis, psoriatic arthri-
tis, ankylosing spondyli-
tis, psoriasis, and chronic 
migraines. It also offers 
connection to Specialty 
Care Services including 
headache neurology, der-
matology, and rheumatol-
ogy needs.

“By opening this As-
pire-owned pharmacy, 
we’re improving the acces-
sibility and affordability of 

medication,” Aspire Chief 
Medical Officer Dr. Holly 
Oh said. “In addition, we 
are integrating medica-
tion experts into our care 
teams, which means our 
patients are getting more 
seamless, coordinated – 
and better – care.”

Aspire has made this 
exciting leap in partnership 
with AndHealth, a health-
care organization that 
specializes in providing 
high-quality specialty care 
and pharmacy services to 
high-need populations.

About Aspire
Serving central Indiana 

since 1966, Aspire Indiana 
Health is a nonprofit com-
munity health system with 
services including behavioral 
health, primary and specialty 
care medicine, pharmacy, sub-
stance use disorder treatment, 
infectious diseases, deaf ser-
vices, crisis continuum, recov-
ery housing, abused/neglected 
children advocacy, and pro-
grams addressing the social 
drivers of health such housing 
and employment. Learn more 
at AspireIndiana.org.

Noblesville FOP Lodge 198 & Fishers 
FOP Lodge 199 endorse Dustin Dixon 

for Hamilton County Sheriff
Submitted

Dustin Dixon, candi-
date for Hamilton County 
Sheriff, today announced 
the endorsements of the 
Noblesville Fraternal Order 
of Police Lodge 198 and 
the Fishers Fraternal Order 
of Police Lodge 199.

With these endorse-
ments, all four Hamilton 
County FOP lodges have 
now publicly announced 
their support of Dixon’s 
candidacy. No candidate for 
Sheriff has ever earned the 
unified endorsement of all 
the Hamilton County FOP 
lodges, representing more 
than 600 officers from ev-
ery police agency based in 

the county.
“It is our hon-

or to formally en-
dorse Dustin Dix-
on for Hamilton 
County Sheriff,” 
said the Nobles-
ville Fraternal 
Order of Police 
Lodge 198. “As 
Sheriff, Dustin 
Dixon will prioritize trans-
parency, professionalism, 
and the protection of the 
citizens of Hamilton Coun-
ty while standing firmly be-
hind the deputies who serve 
them. We are confident he 
will lead with honor and 
uphold the highest stan-
dards of the office. We en-

courage voters to 
support his candi-
dacy.”

“The mem-
bership of the 
Fishers FOP 
overwhelmingly 
voted to endorse 
Dustin Dixon for 
Hamilton Coun-
ty Sheriff,” said 

Jared Koopman, President 
of Fishers FOP Lodge 
199. “Many of our mem-
bers have worked right 
alongside Dustin for many 
years and seen firsthand 
his passion for the law en-
forcement profession, his 
commitment to serving the 
citizens of Hamilton Coun-

ty, and his natural ability to 
lead others.”

These endorsements 
add to Dixon’s growing 
support across Hamilton 
County, including:

• Sue Finkam, Mayor of 
Carmel

• Carmel Fraternal Or-
der of Police Lodge 185

• Hamilton County 
Fraternal Order of Police 
Lodge 103

• Scott Fadness, Mayor 
of Fishers

• Chris Jensen, Mayor 
of Noblesville

• Doug Carter, Former 
Indiana State Police Super-
intendent and former Ham-
ilton County Sheriff

Dixon

The REPORTER
Learn more about ef-

forts to study a supermas-
sive black hole 27,000 light 

years from earth at Indiana 
University Kokomo’s free 
Observatory open house on 
Sunday, March 8. 

Patrick Motl, professor 
of physics, will begin the 
open house at 8 p.m. with 
recent news and updates 
in astronomy, including a 
presentation on the galactic 
center including a super-
massive black hole and ef-
forts to map a challenging 
part of the sky to see. 

After the presentation, 
stargazers may be able to 
see Jupiter and the winter 
constellations through the 
Observatory’s telescopes, 
weather permitting. They 
include a six-inch Taka-

hashi refracting telescope 
and a 16-inch Meade re-
flecting telescope mounted 
together. The Takahashi 
provides exceptionally 
sharp images of planets, 
while the Meade allows 
viewers to see fainter ob-
jects in the sky, due to its 
larger light-collecting area.

Observation will con-
tinue through 10 p.m., 
weather permitting.

The Observatory is at 
2660 S. Washington St. 
Free parking is available on 
campus.

Learn about galactic center & see Jupiter

Accurate. Balanced.
You’re reading

The Reporter

https://www.cripesauction.com/
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
mailto:kirbybros1%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.aspireindiana.org/
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What’s happening at Tipton 
County Public Library?

For more information, go to TiptonCountyLibrary.org, 
call (765) 675-0212, or visit during regular hours.
TCPL Creation Station: Mystery Mosaics
Stop by the Creation Station all month long to cre-

ate a Mystery Mosaic Color by Number. All supplies 
provided, just bring your creativity and imagination. 
Color by number to reveal a surprise image or scene.

No registration is required; stop in during regular 
library hours. All ages welcome.

Free tax preparation
The Tipton County Public Library (TCPL) is part-

nering with the United Way of Howard and Tipton 
counties to offer free tax preparation assistance to eli-
gible community members.

Tax preparation packets will be available at the li-
brary’s front desk through March. Simply pick up a 
packet, complete it, and return it to the Tipton Library. 
A United Way representative will then contact you to 
schedule a review appointment at the library.

This service is designed to help qualifying residents 
navigate their tax preparation with expert assistance at 
no cost. For more information, visit the Tipton County 
Public Library or call during regular business hours at 
(765) 675-0212. Click here for more information.

March Collection Spotlights
This month, TCPL has something special for read-

ers of all ages. Young readers can participate in Read 
Green, a fun, seasonal collection in the Children’s De-
partment featuring books featuring the color green.

For adult readers, be sure to explore the library’s 
Women’s History Month display, which spotlights ti-
tles celebrating women’s history and the inspiring girls 
and women who have fought for change. Come in and 
discover your next great read this March.

Visit the library to browse the display in person, 
or explore the collection online at TiptonCountyLi-
brary.org.

March Digital Resource Highlight: 
A to Z World Food

Explore the world from your kitchen with A to Z 
World Food, TCPL’s featured digital resource of the 
month. This comprehensive database takes you on a 
culinary journey across the globe, offering authentic 
recipes, cultural food traditions, and fascinating in-
sights into cuisines from over 174 countries.

Whether you’re looking to recreate a traditional 
dish, learn about food customs and etiquette, or simply 
expand your culinary horizons, A to Z World Food pro-
vides everything you need to become a more adventur-
ous cook, all accessible for free with your library card.

Access it today at bitly.tiptonpl.org/atozworld-
food your library card.

Simple steps to take before 
severe weather strikes

In the spring, 
Indiana weath-
er can turn from 
calm to cata-
strophic in a mat-
ter of moments. 
Even though the 
weather is dif-
ficult to predict 
and impossible 
to control, there 
are steps you can take to re-
duce your risk, protect your 
property, and recover more 
quickly if a damaging storm 
does strike. 

As the executive director 
of claims at Indiana Farm 
Bureau Insurance, I see how 
families and business own-
ers are impacted by severe 
storms. Each spring, I hear 
individual stories and see 
the aftermath from a holistic 
viewpoint. Preparation can 
make a meaningful differ-
ence. 
Understand & review 

your coverage
Commit to reviewing 

your coverages annually. 
You need to understand 
what your policy covers and 
what it doesn’t cover. Take a 
look at your current deduct-
ibles, exclusions, and cov-

erage limits to get 
a lay of the land. 
Since construc-
tion costs rise 
over time, make 
sure you have the 
right level of cov-
erage to reflect 
current rebuild-
ing costs. Being 
underinsured can 

leave you financially ex-
posed when it matters most.

Proactively protect 
what you can

A little bit of mainte-
nance and planning can go a 
long way. If you have loose 
shingles, siding, or gutters, 
secure them while you can. 
Also, keep an eye out for 
tree branches that are dead, 
snapped or have grown too 
long. They can break or fall 
during high winds and cause 
damage to your property.

Some things you can 
handle on the day of severe 
weather, as long as you’re 
paying attention. If you 
know hail is in the fore-
cast and you have a garage, 
make sure you can park in-
side. If you enjoyed a cook-
out the day before storm 
warnings, don’t forget that 

your patio furniture and 
grill can become projectiles 
during strong winds.

Make a list, 
check it often

A lot of homeowners 
have a hard time remem-
bering everything they own 
when a loss occurs. I see it all 
the time, and it can add to the 
stress of the situation. It is in 
your best interest to go room 
by room to document every-
thing you own and note when 
the items were purchased.

Talk with your agent 
about the best way to doc-
ument your belongings. 
Some popular documenta-
tion methods include check-
list documents, spreadsheet 
tracking, photo and video 
logs, or dedicated mobile 
apps. After a storm that 
causes significant damage, 
clear documentation can 
significantly speed up the 
claims process and help en-
sure that you’re compensat-
ed correctly. 

Stock up supplies
Personal safety planning 

is the most important part 
of severe weather prepara-
tion. Make sure you know 
where the safest place to 

ride out the storm is in your 
home, typically a basement 
or away from windows in an 
interior room on the lowest 
floor. Keep a well-stocked 
emergency kit handy and fill 
it with essentials like water, 
snacks, flashlights and bat-
teries, first-aid supplies, and 
important documents. Also, 
make sure you have a way 
to stay informed about the 
weather, whether that’s your 
phone or a dedicated radio.

Spring in Indiana can 
be one of the most beauti-
ful seasons. I’m not urging 
you to expect the worst, but 
I do want you to be ready if 
severe weather strikes near 
you. These practical mea-
sures can help provide some 
peace of mind when the 
skies darken, and the sirens 
start shouting their warn-
ings this spring. 

Darrin Walton is the ex-
ecutive director of claims 
at Indiana Farm Bureau 
Insurance, an insurance 
company headquartered in 
Indianapolis with offices in 
all 92 counties. Walton is 
an experienced claims pro-
fessional with more than 35 
years in the field. 

DARRIN WALTON

Guest COLUMNIST

Community screening of Bad Faith documentary
invites neighbors to explore faith & democracy

Submitted
From Strangers to 

Neighbors, a Carmel-based 
nonprofit, in partnership 
with Voices4Democracy 
Indiana, will host a com-
munity screening and dis-
cussion of the documen-
tary Bad Faith: Christian 
Nationalism’s Unholy War 
on Democracy from 2 to 
4 p.m. Sunday, March 8 at 
the Carmel Public Library, 
Community Room B, 425 
E. Main St. The screening 
is free but requires pre-reg-
istration.

In addition to the film 
screening, the event will 
feature post-film communi-
ty conversation and Q&A 
session led by Dr. Matthias 
Beier. Bad Faith traces the 
historical roots and modern 
political influence of Chris-
tian Nationalism. It features 
interviews with scholars, 

clergy, and former move-
ment insiders who examine 
how religious identity has 
intersected with American 
politics. The 83-minute 
documentary examines the 
historical development and 
contemporary influence of 
Christian Nationalism and 
was named one of the 10 
best films in 2024 by Variety.

Dr. Beier is an Indianap-
olis resident and an interna-
tionally recognized expert 
and speaker on assessing the 
difference between harmful 
and healthy forms of reli-
gion and on fostering a spir-
ituality of love and peace. 
Last November, he debated 
Lieutenant Governor Micah 
Beckwith in an IndyStar 
series on Christian Nation-
alism to explore the use of 
religion by the government. 
He is an associate profes-
sor at Christian Theological 

Seminary, holds a Master of 
Divinity degree and a PhD 
in Psychology and Religion, 
and has served as a United 
Methodist minister.

Organizers of the event 
note that the program is 
designed to create a wel-
coming space for thoughtful 
dialogue about the relation-
ship between faith and dem-
ocratic life, particularly as 
some immigrant neighbors 
face arrest and deportation.

Sharon Boller, who 
heads the refugee support 
organization From Strang-
ers to Neighbors, said, 
“Right now many people 
do not understand the roots 
of current government pol-
icy and actions. This event 
creates a safe space for 
neighbors within our com-
munity to come together, 
learn, and engage thought-
fully with important issues 

affecting our community – 
particularly the topic of im-
migrant arrests, detentions, 
and deportations.”

The post-film discussion 
will give attendees an op-
portunity to ask questions 
and reflect together on how 
faith traditions can contrib-
ute to a humane and demo-
cratic society.

“Faith is being widely 
misused in our society to-
day to stoke fear and justify 
inhumanity,” said Beier. “In 
light of the documentary 
Bad Faith, I want to help 
answer why this is happen-
ing, and show how faith is 
actually designed to foster a 
truly humane society based 
on trust.”

Advance registration for 
the March 8 public event 
is open at fromstranger-
stoneighbors.org/events-
bad-faith.

https://www.tiptoncountylibrary.org/
https://www.tiptoncountylibrary.org/services/tax-services/
https://www.tiptoncountylibrary.org/
https://www.tiptoncountylibrary.org/
https://bitly.tiptonpl.org/atozworldfood
https://bitly.tiptonpl.org/atozworldfood
https://www.fromstrangerstoneighbors.org/events-bad-faith
https://www.fromstrangerstoneighbors.org/events-bad-faith
https://www.fromstrangerstoneighbors.org/events-bad-faith
http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
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317-815-9387   •  WWW.CARMELPLAYERS.ORG

Thursdays, Fridays,  
Saturdays - 7:30 pm 

Sundays - 2:30 pm 

Heartwarming and inspirational! 
A musical tale of redemption, 

perseverance and family. 

FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 8, 2026
The SWITCH Theatre

10029 126th Street, Fishers, 46038

carmelplayers.org     317-815-9387 

Four evenings: 7:30 pm 
Thursday, Fridays

and first weekend Saturday

Three matinees: 2:30 pm
Sundays and second 

weekend Saturday

Music and Book by James Valcq
Lyrics and Book by Fred Alley
Based on the film by Lee David Zlotoff.

Directed by Kathleen Horrigan

Tickets: $22 (Fri, Sat, Sun)
Thursday: $17

The REPORTER
ClusterTruck, an Indi-

anapolis-based digital-first 
delivery kitchen company 
redefining the food delivery 
experience, announced the 
opening of its first franchise 
location at 13756 N. Merid-
ian St. in Carmel, on Friday, 
Feb. 27.

As ClusterTruck cele-
brates its 10th anniversary 
in 2026, its latest kitchen 
will offer diverse food op-
tions and strengthen de-
livery coverage along the 
North Meridian corridor 
and nearby communities. 

The new Carmel kitch-
en will bring ClusterTruck’s 
beloved made-to-order menu 
to residents and businesses, 
featuring everything from 
breakfast burritos and tacos 
to burgers, loaded tots, mac 
and cheese, and global fla-
vors like pad thai. Group or-
dering, one of ClusterTruck’s 
biggest benefits for custom-
ers, allows families and co-
workers to place multiple or-
ders at once, pay separately 
or together, and receive all 
items in a single, coordinat-
ed, and free delivery. 

“As ClusterTruck cele-
brates a decade of business 
and continues to grow, our 
focus remains on delivering 
high-quality food through 
a seamless, reliable experi-
ence,” ClusterTruck CEO 
Janet Monroe said. “The 

Carmel kitchen 
and our new fran-
chise model are 
strategic steps in 
our expansion, al-
lowing us to reach 
new customers 
and better serve 
Indy’s northside 
with faster, more 
convenient free 
delivery, while 
also positioning us 
to repeat the pro-
cess in future fran-
chise locations.” 

ClusterTruck’s 
technology-first 
model and fully 
integrated deliv-
ery process are 
powered by pro-
prietary software that metic-
ulously manages orders and 
kitchen timing while also 
considering delivery route 
length. Meals are cooked to 
order and delivered directly 
to customers, ensuring they 
arrive hot and fresh. The 
franchise model is designed 
around smaller, highly ef-
ficient kitchens, simplified 
operations, and centralized 
prep, allowing franchisees to 
maintain consistency, qual-
ity and scale while serving 
families, offices, and insti-
tutions. 

Franchisee Joe Curtis, 
a local entrepreneur with a 
background in engineering 
and real estate, will operate 

the new Carmel 
location. Curtis 
was drawn to Clus-
terTruck’s tech-en-
abled model and 
diverse menu as 
a way to provide 
families – like his 
own children and 
grandchildren – 
with a high-quality, 
affordable dining 
option that caters 
to every taste and 
fits into modern 
lifestyles.

“ W h e t h e r 
you’re a busy 
family juggling 
children’s activ-
ities and manag-
ing picky eaters 

or a group of coworkers 
ordering lunch at the of-
fice, everyone deserves a 
fast, affordable meal with-
out sacrificing quality or 
cravings,” Curtis said. “My 
family has long been fans of 
ClusterTruck’s wide-rang-
ing menu, convenience and 
reliability, which is why I’m 
excited to bring this new 
location to the Hamilton 
County community.” 

ClusterTruck’s other 
central Indiana locations are 
in downtown Indianapolis, 
Broad Ripple, and Castle-
ton. For more information 
on these locations or to view 
the full menu, visit Clus-
terTruck.com. 

Monroe

Curtis

Photo provided

ClusterTruck opens 
new Carmel location

Submitted
Registration is open for 

the Westfield Youth Assis-
tance Program’s 2026 Egg 
My Yard Fundraiser.

WYAP has partnered 
again with the Easter Bun-
ny’s helpers, National 
Charity League, to stuff 
and hide the Easter eggs, 
funded by the generous 
sponsorship from Volovic 
Orthodontics.

A couple things to note:
• Each egg will be filled 

with a variety of choco-
late and non-chocolate 
sweets. (Note: WYAP is 
not responsible for allergy 
or choking hazards. Eggs 
are best suited for children 
aged 5 and up.)

• Deliveries can only 
be made to addresses with-
in Westfield Washington 
Township

• You can select how 
difficult you’d like the eggs 
to be hidden 

The deadline for reg-
istration is Sunday, March 
29. Eggs will be hidden 
starting at 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day, April 4.

Click here to regis-
ter for Egg My Yard. This 
program is only available 
within the Westfield Wash-
ington School District.

Westfield Youth Assistance opens 
registration for Egg My Yard

https://carmelplayers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stonycreekcoc/
https://www.ownaclustertruck.com/franchisees/
https://www.ownaclustertruck.com/franchisees/
https://clustertruck.com/
https://clustertruck.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf0iKp36brl1Yc6xxsBl2gzE0aBqHhfgLz94QvwuJkCoHVGNg/viewform
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Business Manager/Bookkeeper 
Location: Carmel, Indiana 

Status: Full-time, available immediately
Carmel Dads’ Club is seeking a dependable and highly organized Business 
Manager/Bookkeeper to support the financial and administrative operations 
of our long-standing youth sports organization. This role is essential to our 
daily operations and requires professionalism, discretion, and a strong 
commitment to accuracy and integrity.

Position Overview
The Business Manager oversees all financial records and accounting 
functions for Carmel Dads’ Club, including recreational and travel sports 
programs, facilities, concessions, and corporate financials. This position 
reports directly to the President and plays a key role in ensuring smooth 
operations across the organization.

Key Responsibilities
• Manage all accounting and bookkeeping functions, including accounts payable, 
accounts receivable, deposits, check writing, and refunds.
• Maintain accurate and comprehensive financial records across all sports and 
departments.
• Perform monthly bank reconciliations and prepare monthly financial reports, 
including budget-to-actual summaries.
• Oversee accounting software updates, filings, and year-end reporting (including 
1099s).
• Support sport commissioners with financial processes, budgeting, reimbursements, 
and reporting.
• Assist concession administrators with budgeting, deposits, and financial procedures.
• Manage hardware and software needs related to computers and phone systems.
• Assist with purchasing and vendor relations for office equipment, including copiers 
and postage meters.
• Prepare materials for monthly Board meetings and annual budget presentations.
• Provide administrative and financial support for special events, including the annual 
golf outing.

Core Competencies
• Strong integrity and ethical judgment
• Excellent written and verbal communication skills
• Ability to work independently and manage multiple priorities
• Proven problem-solving skills with minimal supervision
• Highly organized, detail-oriented, and reliable
• Ability to handle confidential and sensitive information appropriately

Required Qualifications
• Prior experience managing all aspects of business and financial operations
• Strong knowledge of basic accounting and bookkeeping principles
• Proficiency in QuickBooks and Microsoft Excel
• Demonstrated administrative and organizational skills
• Experience conducting presentations
• Ability to build and maintain professional relationships internally and externally
• Reliable transportation

Work Schedule
Standard business hours: Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

This position is fully in person at the Carmel Dads’ Club office located at 
5459 East Main Street in Carmel.

Benefits
• Long-term, stable employment

• Competitive compensation
• Health, dental, and vision benefits

• Meaningful impact on the Carmel community through youth sports
How to Apply

The position is available immediately. Interested candidates should send 
their resume to: mtrent@carmeldadsclub.org by March 16

 The position is full-time, year-round, with a very competitive wage and 
full benefits package. 

Now Hiring

By LISA DICK
Noblesville Lions Club

The Noblesville Lions 
Club welcomed Cherish 
Center Executive Direc-
tor Wendy Gamble to their 
Feb. 25 meeting.

Cherish Center is a na-
tionally accredited child ad-
vocacy center in Hamilton 
County. Founded in 2009, 
the Center provides abuse 
intervention and preven-
tion services in Hamilton 
and Tipton counties. They 
manage 40 to 45 cases per 
month, totaling over 5,800 
cases since opening. There 
are six staff, including fo-
rensic interviewers and 
family advocates.

Cherish Center works 
with children as young 
as two years as well as 
endangered adults of all 
ages. Staff work with law 
enforcement of all levels, 
the Indiana Department 
of Child Services, prose-
cutors, victim advocacy 
groups, and medical and 

mental health profession-
als. They deal with cases 
of domestic violence, on-
line grooming, and sexual 
abuse, with most coming 
from DCS.

Cherish Center is sup-
ported by grants from local, 
state, and federal govern-

ment, and they are a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit. Donations 
provide everything from 
comfort items for children 
during interviews to trauma 
therapy sessions.

To learn more about 
Cherish Center, go to cher-
ishcac.org.

Westfield Washington Public
Library celebrates Youth Art Month
The REPORTER

The Westfield Library 
Foundation (WLF) will 
host a month-long student 
art exhibit at the Westfield 
Washington Public Li-
brary featuring 55 pieces 
of artwork created by stu-
dents from seven Westfield 
schools.

Participating schools 
include Maple Glen Ele-
mentary, Shamrock Springs 
Elementary, Carey Ridge 
Elementary, Washington 
Woods Elementary, Monon 
Trail Elementary, Oak Trace 
Elementary, and Westfield 
Intermediate School.

The exhibit, on display 
throughout March on the 
Michael and Karen Heaton 
Art Gallery Wall, highlights 
the creativity and talent 

of young artists 
across the district.

“Our library 
is a place for 
stories in every 
form,” WLF Ex-
ecutive Director 
Erin Downey 
said. “Featur-
ing student art-
work celebrates 
imagination, builds 
confidence, and reminds 
our young artists that their 
voices and creativity are an 
important part of this com-
munity.”

Jessica Coleman, Maple 
Glen Art Teacher, said the 
experience is meaningful 
for students.

“Our students are al-
ways incredibly excited to 
share their artwork,” Cole-

man said. “We hope visitors 
enjoy seeing the talent and 
imagination in these young 
artists as much as we enjoy 
helping them bring their 
ideas to life.”

Community members 
are encouraged to visit 
the Westfield Washington 
Public Library throughout 
March to view the exhibit 
and support Westfield’s stu-
dent artists.

Downey Coleman

Treasurer Daniel Elliott releases 
statement on acquisition of AES
The REPORTER

Indiana Trea-
surer of State 
Daniel Elliott 
released a state-
ment on Tuesday, 
March 3 in re-
sponse to the an-
nouncement of the 
AES purchase by 
BlackRock, EQT, 
CalPERS, and the Qatari 
Investment Authority.  

“After learning the news 
yesterday of the reported 
deal between AES Corpo-
ration and the consortium 
consisting of BlackRock, 
EQT, the Qatari Investment 
Authority, and CalPERS. I 
have spent the last 24 hours 
gathering information and 
am increasingly worried by 
this potential deal and the 
impact it will have on Hoo-
siers in central Indiana.

“As Treasurer, I took 
actions to protect Hoosier 
public servants from Black-
Rock’s ESG decisions. I’m 
also extremely concerned 
by the presence of the Cal-

PERS, the Cal-
ifornia pension 
fund and the influ-
ence they’ll have 
over the lives of 
Hoosiers. Re-
cently, CalPERS  
lost over 300 mil-
lion dollars of re-
tiree money and 
their mismanage-

ment is now the subject of 
a Congressional probe. The 
Qatari Investment Authori-
ty has known ties to Hamas. 
This fundamentally mis-
aligns with Hoosier values. 
Hoosiers deserve answers.

“Hoosiers need to be 
guaranteed that they will not 
face harm at a time when af-
fordability is one of the most 
important issues facing all 
of us. I hope that the federal 
regulators that are in charge 
of reviewing and approving 
this merger will complete a 
full review and give Hoo-
siers complete transparency 
on the terms of this deal. 
Otherwise and until then, I 
cannot support this deal.”

Elliott

Photo provided

Don’t miss rocking 1950s 
tribute One Night in Memphis
The REPORTER

There’s still time to get tickets for this 
event and others coming up at Carmel’s 
Allied Solutions Center for the Performing 
Arts. For more information and to purchase 
tickets, go to TheCenterPresents.org.
Katz, Sapper & Miller Pop/Rock Series

One Night in Memphis:
The Number One Tribute to

Presley, Perkins, Lewis & Cash
Thursday, March 19 at 7:30 p.m.

Payne & Mencias Palladium
One Night in Memphis is a rocking 

concert tribute to legendary Sun Records 

recording artists Carl Perkins, Johnny Cash, 
Jerry Lee Lewis, and Elvis Presley, featur-
ing over 90 minutes of rockabilly, country, 
gospel, and pure 1950s rock ’n’ roll per-
formed live with an energetic rockabilly 
backup band.

Inspired by the “Million Dollar Quartet” 
incident of 1956, this rock ’n’ roll royalty 
jam session of true American music features 
hits like “Blue Suede Shoes,” “Folsom Pris-
on Blues,” “Great Balls of Fire,” “Whole 
Lot of Shakin' Going On,” “Shake, Rattle 
and Roll,” “Don’t Be Cruel,” “Hound Dog” 
and many more.

Photo provided by Lisa Dick, Noblesville Lions Club
Cherish Center Executive Director Wendy Gamble 
and Lions First Vice President John Einsfeld.

Noblesville Lions learn 
about Cherish Center

Thanks for
reading

The REPORTER

ReadTheReporter.com

https://www.lyons-realty.com/
mailto:mtrent%40carmeldadsclub.org?subject=Business%20Manager/Bookkeeper
https://footlite.org/buy-tickets/
http://www.cherishcac.org/
http://www.cherishcac.org/
https://thecenterpresents.org/memphis
https://readthereporter.com
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Submitted by Office 
Governor Mike Braun

On Monday, March 2, 
Indiana Governor Mike 
Braun shared victories 
from the legislative ses-
sion for his 2026 agenda 
focused on kitchen table is-
sues that matter for Hoosier 
families: affordability, jobs 
and wages, public safety, 
and education. 

“This session, we deliv-
ered meaningful results for 
Hoosiers: protecting chil-
dren from harmful social 
media content, strength-
ening public safety by re-
voking CDLs from illegal 
aliens, addressing rising 
utility costs, and establish-
ing the framework for a 
new stadium in Northwest 
Indiana to name a few,” 
Gov. Braun said. “I’m 
proud of what we accom-
plished and look forward 
to continuing our work to 
make life more affordable 
for Hoosier families, grow 
our economy, and keep our 
communities safe.”

In a short legislative 
session, Governor Braun 
delivered major victories 
on his biggest priorities: 
making life more afford-
able by lowering energy 
rates and protecting rate-
payers, laying the ground-
work for new jobs and 
higher wages for Hoosier 
workers, cracking down 
on crime and illegal immi-
gration so families can live 
and drive in safe communi-
ties, and giving parents the 
power to protect their kids 
from the harms of Big Tech 
social media companies. 

Governor Braun shared 
the following Freedom 

and Opportunity highlights 
from the 2026 legislative 
session: 

Affordability
Lower energy rates
Governor Braun has 

taken decisive action to 
lower utility costs and pro-
tect ratepayers, including 
appointing a strong advo-
cate for consumers in the 
Office of Utility Consumer 
Counselor and new rate-
payer-focused commis-
sioners on the IURC. 

This session, he 
worked closely with the 
House to get a package 
of solutions – HEA 1002 
– across the finish line to 
modernize how Indiana 
regulates electric utilities. 
Rather than the current 
system which guarantees 
a return on equity for op-
erations and capital invest-
ments which comes at the 
expense of ratepayers and 
incentivizes over-invest-
ing, performance based 
ratemaking forces utilities 
to have skin in the game, as 
their return on equity is no 
longer guaranteed. Instead, 
through Performance In-
centive Mechanisms, the 
utility must meet certain 
benchmarks for affordabil-
ity and reliability.

Reform healthcare
& lower prices

• HEA 1271, part of 
Governor Braun’s agenda 
regarding medical debt, re-
quires hospitals to provide 
patients with a written no-
tice of payment assistance 
programs, and requires hos-
pitals to attempt to connect 
patients to this program 
before they start the collec-
tions process. 

• SEA 225 
stops hospitals 
from pursuing 
medical debt un-
less they are fully 
compliant with 
statutory require-
ments regarding 
financial assis-
tance, charity care, 
and transparency. 

Saving taxpayer dollars 
by making government 

more efficient 
In 2025, Governor 

Braun began his work 
streamlining the state gov-
ernment to work more ef-
ficiently, accountably, and 
with lower overhead. In 
2026, SEA 277 made histor-
ic progress on streamlining 
and modernizing the state’s 
environmental regulations. 
SEA 179 and HEA 1368 let 
the state, instead of the fed-
eral government, handle re-
views of some highway and 
other projects, making the 
process faster, cheaper, and 
more efficient.

Jobs & Wages
Securing new jobs 

& investments
In addition to securing 

higher Real GDP and wage 
growth than the national 
average and surrounding 
states, bringing thousands 
of new jobs to the state, 
and leading innovative 
programs to help Hoosiers 
get promotions and rais-
es at work with Power Up 
Indiana, Governor Braun 
worked with legislative 
leaders to lead on a pack-
age to attract $2 billion of 
revitalizing investment to 
the Hammond area with the 
creation of the Northwest 
Indiana Stadium Authority. 

Embracing the 
unique strengths 

of Indiana’s 
regions

HEA 1406 
grants IEDC stat-
utory authority 
to focus more of 
its efforts on re-
gional econom-
ic development, 

adding legislative progress 
to Governor Braun’s eco-
nomic development strat-
egy embracing the unique 
strengths of Indiana’s re-
gions and ensuring invest-
ment benefits all four cor-
ners of the state.

Public Safety
Keeping Hoosiers safe by 
getting tough on crime & 

illegal immigration
The FAIRNESS Act, 

supported by Governor 
Braun, passed this legisla-
tive session, making clear 
that Indiana is not a safe 
harbor for illegal immigra-
tion and gives law enforce-
ment the tools they need to 
enforce Indiana’s laws. 

SEA 76 expands penal-
ties for entities that inten-
tionally undermine federal 
immigration work and em-
powers the Attorney Gen-
eral to sue non-compliant 
jurisdictions. 

Protecting Hoosier 
highways from illegal 
immigrants with CDLs

Building upon Governor 
Braun’s work with DHS and 
ICE with Operation Midway 
Blitz to remove illegal aliens 
driving trucks from Indiana’s 
roadways, Governor Braun 
called for the legislature to 
bolster Indiana’s code to 
ensure CDLs issued to indi-
viduals who no longer have 

legal status are revoked, and 
to give him the tools to keep 
our roadways safe.

That bill is HEA 1200, 
which directs the BMV to 
revoke nondomiciled CDLs 
if the BMV receives credi-
ble information (including 
from federal agencies) that 
the individual no longer has 
the legal status or documen-
tation that allowed them to 
get the CDL or poses a risk 
to public safety. It also di-
rects the BMV to consult 
with the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security to 
identify individuals that this 
applies to.
Addressing homelessness 
with compassion & order

Gov. Braun worked 
hard to bring back a bill 
from the 2025 legislative 
session to connect home-
less people with the es-
sential services to help get 
them back on their feet. 

SEA 285 bans public 
camping, with a focus on 
diversionary measures that 
connect homeless Hoosiers 
into social service networks 
to help them break addiction, 
stay safe, and get back on 
their feet. As homelessness 
continues to be a problem na-
tionwide, Governor Braun is 
delivering innovative actions 
to work toward a solution.

Cracking down on 
child predators 

Building on the success 
of Governor Braun’s crack-
down on child predators 
with the Indiana State Po-
lice, HEA 1303 raises the 
penalty for child exploita-
tion and possession of child 
sex abuse material, and also 
creates a new penalty for 
distributing that content.

Education
Giving parents tools to 

protect kids from Big Tech
Governor Braun fought 

to keep social media safe-
guards for kids in a bill this 
session, and won a major 
victory for parents’ rights to 
protect their kids from Big 
Tech and the harms of social 
media on developing minds. 

HEA 1408 empowers 
parents to protect their chil-
dren (under 16) from social 
media in Indiana with three 
new tools:

• Parental consent: Big 
Tech social media providers 
must screen users for age 
and require parental consent 
for children under the age of 
16 to use their platforms. 

• Special under-16 ac-
counts: If the child’s par-
ents approve, they’ll receive 
a special under-16 account 
with safeguards to protect 
the child from direct mes-
sages from strangers or be-
ing seen in strangers’ search 
results, plus removing harm-
ful and addictive features

• Parent accounts: Big 
Tech social media compa-
nies must provide a parallel 
“parent account” to monitor 
their kids’ usage. Parents 
can see time spent, set time 
limits, set “blackout” win-
dows during the day, and 
monitor their child’s activity 
on the account.

Limiting cell phone 
distractions in class
SEA 78 expands in-

school cell phone bans to 
be full-day (“bell to bell”). 
This not only reinforces stu-
dent focus in the classroom, 
but also social presence in 
the lunchroom, hallway, or 
study hall.

Braun

Gov. Mike Braun chalks up session wins for Hoosiers
on affordability, jobs & wages, public safety & education

https://spartz.house.gov/


	 Obituary	 9

ADVERTISEMENT
CITY OF WESTFIELD, INDIANA

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield Redevelopment Commission (the 
“Commission”), being the governing body of the Department of Redevelopment 
of the City of Westfield (the “City”), on March 4, 2026, received a written 
recommendation from the Westfield Ice Facility Project Evaluation Committee 
(the “Evaluation Committee”) regarding the selection of a preferred offeror for the 
development, design, construction, operation, and/or maintenance of a multi-sheet 
ice facility in the Grand Park District within the City of Westfield (the “Project”).  
In accordance with Indiana Code § 5-23, the Commission will conduct a public 
hearing on the selection of the preferred offeror for the Project on March 16, 2026 
at 6:00 p.m.  The public hearing will be held in the City Hall Assembly Room at 
130 Penn Street, Westfield, Indiana 46074.  Citizens who wish to be heard may 
attend the public hearing and will be able to offer public comment at that time.  
Any citizen who wishes to contact the Commission in advance of the meeting 
should do so by contacting Jenell Fairman at jfairman@westfield.in.gov or via 
telephone at 317-804-3040.

The Evaluation Committee has recommended that the City engage Nicholas 
& Associates (“Nicholas”) as the preferred offeror for the development, design, 
construction, operation and/or maintenance of the Project.  Nicholas’s submission 
and the recommendation may be inspected during regular business hours of 8 
am to 4 pm at the Department of Redevelopment offices located at 2728 East 
171st Street, Westfield, Indiana 46074.  The recommendation is based on: (a) the 
experience of Nicholas in the development and operation of ice facilities within 
the Midwest; and (b) Nicholas’s specific approach to developing and operating 
the Project. The final guaranteed maximum price to be paid for the Project will 
be determined by the City upon completion of the design period and will be 
submitted to the City Council for approval.  

After conducting the public hearing, the Board will determine the most 
appropriate response to the Evaluation Committee’s recommendation, including 
but not limited to execution of a public-private agreement for the design, 
construction, and operation of the Project with the successful offeror.

WESTFIELD REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
R7597	 3/4/26, 3/9/26

— Westfield —

Legal Notice
Board of zoning appeals

The Cicero/Jackson Township Board of Zoning Appeals will meet on March 
19th, 2026 at 7:00 PM in the Cicero Town Hall located at 70 N Byron Street, 
Cicero Indiana, 46034, in order to hear the following petitions:

Docket No. BZA-0326-04-R3
A Land Use Variance application has been submitted regarding the property 

located at 1715 Stringtown Pike, Cicero, IN to: allow a not-for-profit community 
garden, whereas Article 3.7 of the Cicero/Jackson Township Zoning Ordinance 
does not list a not-for-profit community garden as a permitted use or a special 
exception use in the “R3” district. 

Docket No. BZA-0326-05-R3
A Development Standards application has been submitted regarding the property 

located at 1715 Stringtown Pike, Cicero, IN to: allow an accessory structure in 
front of the primary structure. Whereas Article 7.5 Accessory Structure Standards 
(AS) of the Cicero/Jackson Township Zoning Ordinance states that an accessory 
structure shall only be located to the side or rear of the primary structure.

Docket No. BZA-0326-06-R3
A Development Standards application has been submitted regarding the property 

located at 1715 Stringtown Pike, Cicero, IN seeking relief from Article 7.21 Fence 
and Wall Standards (FN) to allow a fence in the front yard to exceed  three (3) 
feet. Whereas Article 7.21 Fence and Wall Standards (FN) states that a fence in 
the front yard shall not be greater than three (3) feet in height.

Project Address: 1715 Stringtown Pike, Cicero, IN 46034
Legal Description: Acreage 8.53	 Section 1, Township 19, Range 4
Acreage 6.87 	 Section 1, Township 19 Range 4
Parcel number: 	 05-06-01-00-00-019.000

05-06-01-00-00-019.001
The petition may be examined at the office of the Cicero/Jackson Township Plan 

Commission, 331 E. Jackson St., Cicero, IN 46034.
Interested parties may offer an oral opinion at the Hearing. Information related 

to this petition may be requested by emailing the Planning Director, Frank 
Zawadzki at fzawadzki@townofcicero.in.gov. Letters regarding the petitioner may 
be submitted via email or in person at 331 E Jackson Street, Cicero, IN 46034. 

The Hearing may be continued from time to time as may be found necessary.
Petitioner’s Name:  Cicero Christian Church 	  Date 2/27/2026

R7598	 3/4/26, 3/9/26

— Cicero —

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE 
TOWN OF ARCADIA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Notice is hereby given that the Town of Arcadia Economic Development 
Commission will hold a public hearing at 6:30 p.m., local time, on Monday, 
March 16, 2026, at the Arcadia Town Hall, 208 West Main St,  Arcadia, Indiana, 
concerning the proposed issuance by the Town of Arcadia, Indiana (the “Town”) 
of its Economic Development Revenue Bonds, to be issued in an aggregate 
principal amount not to exceed Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000) (the “Bonds”).  
The Town will provide a portion of the proceeds of the Bonds to Clayton 
Properties Group, Inc., or an affiliate thereof (the “Developer”), to finance all 
or a portion of the costs of the acquisition, construction, renovation, equipping 
and development of a residential project and infrastructure improvements related 
thereto, which will be located in or serving the Landon Crossing Phase 1 and 2 
Residential Housing Economic Development Area (the “Area”), created by the 
Town of Arcadia Redevelopment Commission in the Town.

The Bonds will not be an indebtedness or general obligation of the Town and 
will not be payable in any manner by the taxing power of the Town.  The Bonds 
and the interest payable thereon will be payable solely from certain tax increment 
revenues derived from the Area, as described in the agreement of the Town 
concerning the financing of the economic development facilities.

At the time and place fixed for the public hearing, all taxpayers, residents or 
interested persons will be given an opportunity to express their views for or 
against the proposed financing in writing or in person.

TOWN OF ARCADIA 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

R7600	 3/4/26, 3/9/26

— Arcadia —

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF
ARCADIA REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

(Langdon Crossing Phase I and 2 Residential Housing Economic 
Development Area)

Notice is hereby given that the Arcadia Redevelopment Commission (the 
“Commission”), being the governing body of the Arcadia Department of 
Redevelopment (the “Department”), on October 28, 2025, adopted a resolution 
(the “Declaratory Resolution”) (i) declaring that the area within the Town of 
Arcadia, Indiana, designated as the “Langdon Crossing Phase I and 2 Residential 
Housing Economic Development Area” (the “Economic Development Area”), 
is an economic development area within the meaning of Indiana Code 36-7-14, 
as amended (the “Act”), (ii) approving an economic development plan for the 
Economic Development Area (the “Economic Development Plan”), and (iii) 
designating the Economic Development Area as an “allocation area” for the 
purpose of the allocation and distribution of certain property taxes (commonly 
referred to as “tax increment”) under Section 39 of the Act. 

A detailed description of the Economic Development Area is included in 
the Economic Development Plan and can be inspected at the office of the 
Commission, Town Hall, 208 West Main St., Arcadia, Indiana.  

Notice is hereby given that the Commission will conduct a public hearing on 
Monday, March 16, 2026, at 6:00 p.m., local time, at the Town Hall, 208 West 
Main St., Arcadia, Indiana, to receive and hear remonstrances and objections from 
all persons interested in or affected by the proposed projects for the Economic 
Development Area and the proceedings pertaining thereto.  

The Commission will determine the public utility and the benefit of the proposed 
projects.  Maps and plats have been prepared and, along with the Economic 
Development Plan, can be inspected at the office of the Arcadia Redevelopment 
Commission at the address set forth above.

TOWN OF ARCADIA 
REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

R7601	 3/4/26, 3/9/26

CITY OF FISHERS
CITY COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CASE SE-26-1

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY SUBMIT COMMENTS BY GOING 
TO: https://fishersin.gov/how-do-i/

View the list of board members at FishersIN.gov/CityCouncil
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held by the City 

Council at 7:00 PM on Monday, March 16, 2026 at Fishers Municipal Center 
Theater, 1 Municipal Drive, Fishers, IN 46038.

REQUEST: At that hearing, the public will be invited to offer comments on 
the following request (“Proposal”): Case # SE-26-1 - Consideration of a Special 
Exception to allow for a private school use on a property zoned PUDR-Legends 
at Geist PUD.

LOCATION: 10601 CUMBERLAND RD, FISHERS, IN 46037
The case file about this project is available for public review in the office of 

the Department of Planning and Zoning, located at Fishers Municipal Center, 
1 Municipal Drive, Fishers, IN 46038. The meeting agenda with room location 
details and case related information will be posted on the City’s website forty-
eight (48) hours in advance of the meeting specified above. If you have specific 
questions or want to provide written contacts to the case planner directly, please 
contact:

City of Fishers Community and Economic Development
planning@fishersin.gov
(317) 595-3155
www.FishersIN.gov/notice
Petitioner: Central Christian Academy (CCA)

R7605	 3/4/26, 3/9/26

— Fishers —
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Located in downtown 
Noblesville, this beautiful  

1912 Craftsman perfectly blends 
historic charm (original trim, 

staircase) with modern updates, 
including a remodeled kitchen, 

finished outbuilding, and  
fenced yard.

Listed at $430,000

Fantastic waterfront condo on 
Morse Reservoir’s secluded 
Waterscape side! 3BR/2BA, 
boat dock #104, fireplace, 
and deck offer year-round 
fun, relaxation, and scenic 

waterfront living with beaches 
and kayak storage.

Improved Price $484,900

This immaculate ranch in 
Carmel boasts hardwood 
floors, crown molding, a 

stone fireplace, and a relaxing 
sunroom. It sits on .37 

acres, a four-minute walk 
to Woodbrook Elementary. 

Spotless basement and garage.
Listed at $409,900

This 4BR/2.5BA home with a 
3-car garage offers a covered 

front porch overlooking a pond. 
Flexible living spaces, a 2-story 
great room with fireplace, and  
a spacious kitchen. Primary 

bedroom features  
a spa-like bath.

Improved Price $479,900 

This fantastic 4BR/3BA, nearly  
3,000 sq ft home in Woods  

at Prairie Crossing is situated 
on a quiet cul-de-sac. It  

offers a den, loft, and wooded 
views. It’s freshly updated and 

ready for new owners.
Improved Price  $379,900 
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The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

Meeting Notices

The Sheridan Public Library Board of Trustees will meet at 6 p.m. Mon-
day, March 9, 2026, at the library, located at 103 W. 1st St.

The Hamilton County Plan Commission meeting scheduled for Wednes-
day, March 18, 2026, has been canceled due to a lack of petitions for con-
sideration. The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 15, 2026.

Each year, the Hamilton County Reporter requests government entities to 
notify us of public meetings as their Open Door Law notification under

I.C. 5-14-1.5-5. The Reporter publishes these notices as a public service in 
our Tuesday through Friday digital editions. Meeting notices for Open Door 

Law compliance can be sent to PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com.

The Westfield Board of Public Works and Safety will meet at 10:30 
a.m. Friday, March 6, 2026, in the Assembly Room at Westfield City Hall, 
130 Penn St.

Today’s Bible Reading
The Sabbath-Breaker Put to Death

While the Israelites were in the wilderness, a man 
was found gathering wood on the Sabbath day. 
Those who found him gathering wood brought him 
to Moses and Aaron and the whole assembly, and 
they kept him in custody, because it was not clear 
what should be done to him. Then the Lord said to 
Moses, “The man must die. The whole assembly 
must stone him outside the camp.” So the assembly 
took him outside the camp and stoned him to death, 
as the Lord commanded Moses.

Numbers 15:32-36 (NIV)

Lawrence Wayne O’Brien
April 4, 1945 – February 27, 2026

Lawrence Wayne O’Brien, 80, Noblesville, passed 
away on Friday, February 27, 2026, at 
Community Hospital North in India-
napolis. He was born on April 4, 1945, 
to Joseph O’Brien and Dorothy (Fell-
er) Dalgleish in Evansville, Ind. His 
parents precede him in death.

Larry proudly served his country 
in the United States Navy during the 
Vietnam War. He earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in Industrial Engineering from 
Purdue University and then was the 
Vice President of Manufacturing for 
CMW for 17 years.

Larry later earned a Doctorate of Di-
vinity degree and served as a pastor and counselor for over 
23 years. He was strong in his faith and his love for music. 
Larry enjoyed singing in the church choir so much that he 
taught himself how to play the piano. He also served on many 
church missions over the years. Larry was a hard worker, 
great story teller, and loved fishing, especially at his lake 
house in Monticello, Ind. He loved cheering on his favorite 
Purdue basketball teams, and enjoyed working out to stay in 
shape. Most of all, he loved his family and enjoyed spending 
time with his grandchildren, attending all of their events.

Larry is survived by his wife of 53 years, Yvonne; sons, 
Derek, Sean, and Kyle (April) O’Brien; brother, Don-
ald (Rodilla) O’Brien; grandchildren, Sevy Carter, Izzy 
O’Brien, Owen, Isaac, and Evan O’Brien, and Braxtyn Bil-
brey; as well as his extended family.

Visitation will be from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., with services 
at 1 p.m., on Saturday, March 7, 2026, at Hope Bible Fel-
lowship, 772 N. 10th St., Noblesville. Pastor Don Jennings 
II, Pastor Don Jennings III, and Pastor Jeff Messer will offi-
ciate. Burial will be at Crownland Cemetery in Noblesville.

Memorial contributions may be made to Behold the 
Lamb Ministries, Inc., P.O. Box 234, Noblesville, IN 46061 
(beholdthelamb.com).

Condolences: randallroberts.com
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Reporter Sports Wednesday
Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Heights, Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Sheridan, University, Westfield

Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com  

TalkToDani.com
F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

3420 Stoddard Place 
1,692 Sq Ft. | $324,900

19508 Honeylocust Glenn  - Noblesville 
3,822 Sq Ft. | $625,000

the home of your dreams awaits!
12131 E. 196th Street - Noblesville

6,935 Sq Ft. | $2,675,000
13035 Wembly Road - Carmel

2,596 Sq Ft. | $549,999

Photos by Joshua Herd
(ABOVE LEFT) Hamilton Southeastern’s Varschon Clark scored 17 points for the Royals in their 
Sectional 8 win over Westfield Tuesday at Noblesville. (ABOVE RIGHT) Westfield’s Drew Haffner 
scored 17 points for the Shamrocks.

Boys Basketball

Royals push past Shamrocks
late, advance to semifinals

By CRAIG ADKINS
For The Reporter

NOBLESVILLE – 
Both Hamilton Southeastern 
and Westfield were clicking 
on offense from the opening 
tip in Sectional 8 play at No-
blesville on Tuesday. 

And shots were falling. 
Trading threes a few differ-
ent times each in the first 
quarter, the Royals were 
able to take advantage of 
opportunities when points 
became available late in the 
second half, allowing them 
room to grow their lead to 
take down Westfield, 68-61.

Southeastern took a 19-
15 lead after one. But it be-
came a game of preventing 
turnovers offensively and 
forcing them on the defen-
sive side for both squads. 

“If somebody wants 
to see a game of runs, that 
was it,” said Westfield head 
coach Shane Sumpter. “One 
team would make a run and 
then the other would make a 
run. It seems like all games 

in Sectional 8 come down to 
these types of games.”  

Sophomore Varschon 
Clark scored seven in the 
second, helping to keep 
HSE up by just enough in 
the second to cling to a 34-
29 lead at halftime. 

“I think we felt like we 
had an opportunity in the first 
half. We got a couple stops 
and took a couple bad shots 
and let them back in it, so we 
were disappointed in that,” 
said Hamilton Southeastern 
head coach Bob Allen. 

The fast-paced, up and 
down the floor tempo didn’t 
let up in the second half. 

Westfield began the sec-
ond half on a mission. The 
Shamrocks went on a 10-2 
run for a 39-36 lead and 
eventually led 51-48 at the 
end of the third.

“We thought there 
would be another opportuni-
ty to extend the lead and that 
never really happened in the 
second half,” Allen added.

See Royals . . . Page 11

Photos by Joshua Herd
(ABOVE) Noblesville’s Baron Walker scored 21 
points for the Millers during their Sectional 8 
win over Zionsville on Tuesday. (RIGHT) Evan 
Magsamen scored six points for Noblesville.

Millers hold off Zionsville to win opener
By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

NOBLESVILLE – No-
blesville coach Scott Mc-
Clelland gave three reasons 
why his Millers won their 
sectional opener on Tues-
day: “Resiliency, resolve 
and toughness.”

Because of that, Mc-
Clelland said, “we get to 
play again Friday.”

Host Noblesville won a 
dramatic first-round game 
over Zionsville 42-38 at 
The Mill to advance to the 
Friday Sectional 8 semifi-
nal. The Millers played a 
tremendous first quarter to 
hold a double-digit lead, 
then held on as the Eagles 
made a furious comeback in 
the second half.

Noblesville skipped off 
to an 8-0 lead during the 
first three minutes, with 
four points from Adam Fine 
and two more from Baron 
Walker and Max Flanagan. 
Walker then took over the 

last part of the first quarter, 
pouring in seven points.

The Millers led 15-4 at 
the end of the period, then 
Evan Magsamen opened 
the second quarter with a 
layin to give Noblesville a 
17-4 lead. Zionsville made 
a 6-0 run that took up the 
majority of the period, but 
a 3-pointer from Luke Fogg 
was the last word of the 
half. The Millers led 20-10 
at halftime.

McClelland credited 
Walker with making the 
correct read of getting Fogg 
the ball to make the triple, 
calling it “huge.”

“He’s played really 
well these last four or five 
games,” McClelland said 
of Walker. “We’re going to 
need him to play well Fri-
day night.”

“All that does is give us 
momentum,” said Walker. 
“It’s on our home court. We 
take pride in that.”

See Opener . . . Page 11
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www.HCTV2.comwww.HCTV1.com

On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Carmel vs
Noblesville

www.ihsaatv.org/?B=3710748

 

Fishers vs
Hamilton Southeastern

  https://www.ihsaatv.org/?B=3710756
 

6:00 pm

7:45 pm

ALL IHSAA SECTIONAL BASKETBALL GAMES ARE 
ONLINE EXCLUSIVELY ON WWW.IHSAATV.ORG
(Quick Links to the game at www.HCTV1.com)

Also available on your Roku or Amazon Fire devices

Fri  March 6th
4A Boys Basketball Sectional 8 

at Noblesville High Schoolat Noblesville High School

Trailblazers run 
past Monrovia

The REPORTER
University opened de-

fense of their IHSAA Sec-
tional 42 championship with 
an opening round 74-44 win 
over Monrovia Tuesday 
night at Cardinal Ritter.

The Trailblazers scored 
52 points in the second half 
to turn a six-point halftime 
game into a running clock 
for the last 4:42 of the game.

Seniors Blake Gray (22 
points), Josh McGee (21 
points) and Faisal Moha-
mud (17 points) led the way 
for University.

The teams traded bas-
kets for the first five min-
utes of the game before 
Gray made two foul shots 
to give University a lead 
they would never relinquish 
at 9-7 with 2:38 left in the 
quarter.  A three pointer 
from the right win by Gray 
and a McGee rebound bas-
ket with two seconds left 
put the Blazers up 14-7 after 
the first quarter.

University used a Mc-

Gee fast break layin and 
three pointers from Gray 
and Mohamud to open up 
a 22-12 lead with 5:02 left 
in the half.  The Trailblazers 
did not score again in the 
first half, but the University 
defense held Monrovia to 
just four points in the last 
five minutes of the quarter 
and led 22-16 at halftime

The Trailblazers blitzed 
the Bulldogs in the third 
quarter, quickly taking con-
trol of the game.  A pair of 
three pointers by Gray and 
one by Mohamud helped 
get the lead back to 10 at 31-
21 just two minutes into the 
second half.  A Gray steal 
led to him making another 
three pointer from the left 
corner and a Cooper Cam-
mack defensive rebound 
led to a Mohamud layin off 
a Gray assist and forced a 
Monrovia timeout at 36-21 
with 4:44 left in the third 
quarter.

Gray had 11 third quar-
ter points as the Blazers led 

50-28 at the quarter break.  
University put up another 
24 points in the fourth quar-
ter for the win.

The Blazers were dead-
ly from deep in the second 
half, connecting on 9 of 11 
three point attempts.  Gray 
made six of eight three 
pointers, part of a 7 for 11 
shooting night.  He also had 
three steals and handed out 
three assists.

McGee made 8 of 12 
field goals and pulled down 
six rebounds, including four 
offensive boards.  He had 
three assists, two blocked 
shots and one steal.  Moha-
mud made 7 of 10 shots, in-
cluding three of four triples.  
He had two steals.

Cammack pulled down 
a team-high 11 rebounds 
and handed out three assists.  
Noah Cortez had a team-
high five assists.

University improves to 
16-8 on the season and ad-
vances to play Covenant 
Christian at 6 p.m. Friday.  

The Trailblazers won at 
Covenant Christian 50-44 
in January.

Monrovia finishes with 
a 14-9 record.

Huskies advance with
win over Trojans

The REPORTER
Hamilton Heights got 

off to a nice start at Class 
3A Sectional 24 on Tues-
day, cruising past host New 
Castle 59-42 at the Trojans’ 
famed Fieldhouse.

The Huskies dominated 
the first quarter, building a 
15-2 lead. Heights held on 
to that margin for the re-
mainder of the game; the 
Huskies led 24-12 at half-

time and 43-27 after three 
periods.

Jackson Mikesell 
scored 22 points on an effi-
cient offensive night, mak-
ing 9 of 10 field goals. Rees 
Knapp scored 15 points, 
including a pair of 3-point-
ers, while Jack Kakasuleff 
added 11 points.

Will DeStefano collect-
ed eight rebounds, followed 
by six for Mikesell and five 

for Austin Day. Kakasuleff 
dished out four assists and 
Knapp had two blocked 
shots.

The Huskies are 14-9 
and return to New Castle 
on Friday for the sectional 
semifinals. Heights plays 
Delta in the second game 
at approximately 7:30 p.m., 
following the 6 p.m. opener 
between Connersville and 
Yorktown.

Drew Haffner scored 10, 
along with Logan Sumpter 
and Brock Detamore put up 
six each for a 22-14 third, 
taking away those opportu-
nities in the third.

Something clicked and 
the fourth belonged to the 
Royals. In a game like this, 
when a team can double up 
its opponent in any quarter, 
let alone the fourth, it takes 
advantage and that’s exact-
ly what Hamilton South-
eastern was able to do.

Landon Osswald scored 
10 of his 23 points in the 
fourth to help propel the 
Royals to a 20-10 final pe-
riod, stretching things out 
in their favor for the sev-
en-point first round win.

“Landon Osswald 
knocked down some big-
time perimeter buckets for 
us to keep us in it,” said 
Allen. 

HSE was able to keep 
Haffner from playing at his 

normal pace of 21 per con-
test. Haffner had a decent 
night offensively before 
fouling out, but the Roy-
als made it difficult for the 
sharp-shooter.

“Defensively, Haffner’s 
an incredible player and I 
thought we did a good job 
on him, being physical, 
keeping him in check,” stat-
ed Allen.

Brock Detamore led the 
Rocks with 18, followed 
by Haffner with 17. Lo-
gan Sumpter scored nine 
of three triples and Luke 
Vandegriff eight to balance 
Westfield. 

Westfield finishes its 
season at 13-9.

“There’s a lot of positive 
energy right now with the 
group,” Allen said. “We’re 
excited for another oppor-
tunity to play another game 
and keep going.”

The Royals were led by 
23 from Osswald. Varschon 

Clark (17) and Luke Weem-
er (14) joined in double fig-
ures. Jack Jacobs also add-
ed eight. 

Hamilton Southeast-
ern (15-9) moves onto the 
second Friday semifinal 
against rival No. 1 Fishers 
(23-0) after Noblesville 
(13-10) meets up with Car-
mel (16-5) in the first semi-
final at 6 p.m. 

“They have great play-
ers. They have great ath-
letes and a great coaching 
staff,” Allen said. “There’s 
a reason why they’ve won 
53 regular season games in 
a row the past three years. 
We feel like we have con-
fidence, winning eight 
straight, and we’re playing 
loose. We’re going in as an 
underdog, that’s fine, we 
find a way to battle. We’re 
excited for the opportuni-
ty. We know it’s going to 
be a tall task and we’re up 
for it.”

Before that, the Mill-
ers had to get past the Ea-
gles’ comeback. Camden 
Moore provided a preview 
of that by scoring five of 
Zionsville’s six points in 
the second quarter. Moore 
continued his run in the 
third period, draining two 
3s on his way to eight points 
during that quarter.

Walker scored all five of 
Noblesville’s third-period 
points, and the Millers led 
25-23 going into the fourth. 
Moore tied the game with 
a layin, but a quick five-
point burst from Nobles-
ville – two Magsamen free 
throws and a Flanagan triple 
– pushed the Millers ahead 
30-25.

“We got some contri-
butions from different guys 
and we’re going to need that 
if we want to keep advanc-
ing,” said McClelland. 

Zionsville got hot from 

long range during the next 
few minutes, with Zackery 
Green hitting a 3, then Nick 
Snively made two 3s. Snive-
ly’s second triple pushed the 
Eagles ahead for the first 
time, 36-35 with 2:40 left.

But that would turn out 
to be Zionsville’s only lead. 
After that, Walker took over 
the game.

The Butler University 
recruit immediately an-
swered with a 3 to push 
Noblesville ahead 38-36. 
Rylon Gore tied the game 
with a layin, and Walker 
stepped up again, making 
an and-1 to put the Millers 
up for good, 41-38. Things 
weren’t done yet, but Walk-
er made a steal with under 
25 seconds left. Walker was 
later fouled and made a free 
throw to clinch the game.

“It’s just a game of runs, 
but we’ve been put in this 
situation,” said Walker. 

“The coaches put us in cer-
tain situations in practice, 
being down or being up and 
just having to maintain the 
lead and control the game.” 

Walker finished the 
game with 21 points. Flana-
gan collected nine rebounds 
to go with his eight points, 
while Magsamen scored six.

“I was really proud of 
Luke Fogg,” said McClel-
land. “I thought he was out-
standing all night with his 
half-court defense. He did a 
great job on Moore.”

It was also the fifth game 
this season where the Mill-
ers held an opponent under 
40 points.

“I think our defense has 
improved tremendously all 
year,” said McClelland. “It 
really has. It’s given us a 
chance.”

Noblesville is 13-10 and 
plays Carmel in the first 
semifinal game on Friday.

Opener
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Boys Basketball local news?
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Wednesday, March 4
BOYS BASKETBALL

Sectional 25 at Frankfort
Danville vs. Crawfordsville, 6 p.m.

Guerin Catholic vs. Frankfort, 7:30 p.m.

Friday, March 6
BOYS BASKETBALL

Sectional 8 at Noblesville
Carmel vs. Noblesville-Zionsville winner, 6 p.m.

Fishers vs. Westfield-Hamilton Southeastern winner, 7:45 p.m.
Sectional 24 at New Castle

Connersville vs. Jay County-Yorktown winner, 6 p.m.
Delta vs. New Castle-Hamilton Heights winner, 7:30 p.m.

Sectional 25 at Frankfort
Lebanon vs. Tuesday winner, 6 p.m.

Wednesday winners, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 38 at Elwood

Sheridan vs. Tipton-Taylor winner, 6 p.m.
Elwood vs. Lapel-Frankton winner, 7:30 p.m.

Sectional 42 at Cardinal Ritter
Covenant Christian vs. University-Monrovia winner, 6 p.m.
Park Tudor vs. Cardinal Ritter-Riverside winner, 7:30 p.m.

GYMNASTICS REGIONAL
Noblesville at The Gymnastics Company, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 7
BOYS BASKETBALL

Sectional 8 at Noblesville
Championship, 7 p.m.

Sectional 24 at New Castle
Championship, 7 p.m.

Sectional 25 at Frankfort
Championship, 7 p.m.
Sectional 38 at Elwood
Championship, 7 p.m.

Sectional 42 at Cardinal Ritter
Championship, 7 p.m.

GYMNASTICS REGIONAL
Westfield at Portage, noon

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

SPORTS SCHEDULE

Women’s Basketball

Photo courtesy Indiana Athletics
IU freshman forward Maya Makalusky shoots a three-pointer against Penn State.

IU’s Maya Makalusky named Big Ten Freshman of the Week
By JOSH BODE
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Indiana University 
freshman forward Maya 
Makalusky received Big 
Ten Freshman of the Week 
honors for the second time 
this season.

Makalusky averaged 
17 points and 4.5 rebounds 
in two Hoosiers wins last 
week, while shooting 47.4 
percent from the field.

She scored 19 points 
on the road against Rut-
gers, knocking down four 
three-pointers. It was her 
sixth time knocking down 
at least four three-pointers 
this season. In the regular 
season finale against Penn 
State, Makalusky scored 15 
points and hauled in five re-
bounds.

Makalusky becomes the 
sixth player in school histo-
ry to have at least two Big 
Ten Freshman of the Week 
awards.

Makalusky played 
all 30 games in the regu-
lar season, starting 20 of 
them. She averaged 9.3 
points and 3.1 rebounds per 
game in the regular season, 
shooting 44.7 percent from 
the floor and 37.4 percent 
from three.

IU (17-13, 6-12 in the 
Big Ten) closed its reg-

Unified State Bowling Championship 
set for March 14 at Western Bowl

42 high school teams to come together & compete
Submitted

Special Olympics In-
diana will hold the 10th 
annual Champions To-
gether Unified Bowling 
State Tournament on Satur-
day, March 14, at Western 
Bowl.

An Opening Ceremo-
ny at 12:50 p.m. leads into 
the start of competition at 1 
p.m.

Forty-two high school 
teams from across Indiana 
will compete in a five-play-
er Baker format with at 
least two students being 
Special Olympics ath-
letes, and two being Uni-
fied partners. Each school 
fields three teams of five, 
who will bowl five games 
during the tournament.

There are 
two divisions. 
The High 
School Divi-
sion includes 
teams where 
all competi-
tors are stu-
dents at the 
same school. 
The Open Di-
vision includes teams that 
include athletes who do 
not attend the high school 
or already graduated from 
that high school.

The state champion is 
determined by a combined 
score from all three teams.

Teams qualified 
through sectional events 
held in February through-
out the state. Local schools 

advancing to 
the state tour-
nament in-
clude:

• Carmel
• Fishers
• Hamilton 

Heights
• Hamilton 

Southeastern
• Nobles-

ville
• Westfield
“When students with 

and without intellectual dis-
abilities compete together in 
the Unified Bowling State 
Championship, it’s about 
so much more than sport,” 
Special Olympics Indiana 
Senior Director of Unified 
Champion Schools Mike 
Hasch said. “It’s about con-
nection, respect, and break-
ing down barriers. On the 
lanes, students learn from 
one another, build genuine 
friendships and experience 
firsthand what inclusion 
looks like in action. That 

shared competition trans-
forms school culture and el-
evates everyone involved.”

More than 600 Indiana 
schools participate in the 
Unified Champion Schools 
program – from elementary 
age to college. Special Olym-
pics partners with the IHSAA 
for Unified state tournaments 
in flag football and track and 
field. Special Olympics also 
hosts state tournaments for 
Bocce and Cornhole.

About Special 
Olympics Indiana

Special Olympics In-
diana is a nonprofit orga-
nization that is part of the 
global Special Olympics 
movement, created by 
the Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. 
Foundation for the benefit 
of persons with intellectual 
disabilities. Its vision is an 
inclusive world, driven by 
the power of sport, through 
which people with intellec-
tual disabilities live active, 
healthy, and fulfilling lives.

Don't just ride the rails . . . Bike them!

NickelPlateExpress.com/railbike-rides

Forest Park 
Rail Adventure

An 8-mile round trip  
rail bike ride starting at  

Hobbs Station in Forest Park.
White River 

Family Cruise
Enjoy this short, scenic  

rail bike ride from  
Hobbs Station in Forest Park. 

Bowling

ular season by winning 
six of its last eight games. 
Makalusky stepped up her 

game in that stretch, scor-
ing 14.5 points per game.

Makalusky is an Ham-
ilton Southeastern graduate 
and was Indiana Miss Bas-

ketball in 2025.
Makalusky and the 

13th-seeded Hoosiers play 
in the first round of the Big 
Ten Tournament against 

Nebraska on Wednesday. 
Tipoff is scheduled for 3:30 
p.m. at Gainbridge Field-
house.

This story originally 

appeared on WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/sports/basket-
ball/iu-basketball/ius-ma-
ya-makalusky-named-big-
ten-freshman-of-the-week.

Thanks for reading the
Hamilton County Reporter!
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