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TODAY’S WEATHER

Today: Sunny!
Tonight: Mostly clear.

Sheridan students shine at hiig}?yi“ﬁ;z;&hﬁg;e
ISSMA Solo & Ensemble

Submitted by Sheridan
Community Schools

Sheridan’s band and choir
students showed their pride
at the ISSMA District Solo &
Ensemble competition at West-
field High School the past two
weekends. Students represent-
ed Sheridan Middle and High
School with excellence and
outstanding showmanship.

At the instrumental district
competition, Sheridan Middle
School band students earned
multiple top honors.

Gold Ratings were awarded
to the brass quartet (Callie Cal-
lahan, Victoria Shinault, Jaidyn
Gidman, Cameron Tomlin), the
percussion ensemble (Way-
lon Hoffman, Mia Seats, Phin
O’Neal), the clarinet quartet
(Lyndi Brogan, Morgan Ci-
ambella, Marilynn Heinzman,
Makenzie Smith), and soloists
Olivia Kinney (flute), Avery
Garrett (tenor saxophone), and
Mia Seats (snare drum).

The saxophone ensemble
(Lyndi Brogan, Morgan Ciam-
bella, Kylah Rose, Avery Gar-
rett) earned a Silver Rating.

Similarly, the Sheridan
High School band students also
performed exceptionally well.

Gold Ratings were earned
by the flute trio (Addison
Houde, Chloe Wright, Kaid-
en Steen), the mixed wood-
wind quartet (Chloe Wright,
Addison Houde, Vivian Oli-
vas, Elyzabeth Powers), and
the saxophone trio (Lillian
Dunn, Devyn Pewarski, Ava

Photos provided by Sheridan Community Schools
The musicianship and vocal talents of numerous Sheridan students were on full
display at the ISSMA District Solo & Ensemble Contest. (TOP) The Middle School
Large Ensemble with their medals. (ABOVE LEFT) The Middle School Ensemble with
their medals. (ABOVE RIGHT) Members of the Chamber Choir.

McLean).

Gold medals were also
awarded to soloists Elyzabeth
Powers (clarinet and saxo-

phone), Madeline Sterling
(clarinet), and Devyn Pewarski
(saxophone).

Silver Ratings were earned
by Giovanni Barras (tenor
saxophone) and Ava McLean

(baritone saxophone). Devyn
Pewarski’s Group I solo, and
the saxophone trio of Lillian
Dunn, Devyn Pewarski, and
Ava McLean will advance to
the State Solo & Ensemble
competition on Feb. 28.

At the choral district com-
petition, Sheridan choir stu-
dents also had an incredible

day. Sixty-one middle and high
school students competed. The
high school choir earned 17
gold medals and four silver
medals, with multiple soloists
and ensembles advancing.
Group I state qualifiers in-
clude vocal soloists Jasmine

See Shine . . . Page 2

Bryan Glover of Roberts Settlement
shares history with Westfield Rotarians

Submitted

The Westfield Rotary Club
recently welcomed Bryan Glov-
er, Vice President of the Board
of Trustees of Roberts Settle-
ment, as he shared the history of
one of Indiana’s earliest Black
pioneer communities.

Glover, himself a direct de-
scendant of a Roberts Settle-
ment founder, explained that
the settlement began in the
1830s when free people of col-
or, originally from North Car-
olina, migrated to Indiana due
to restrictive slave codes and
economic pressures. With help
from Quaker neighbors, the
Roberts family first settled in
Rush County before establish-
ing the Roberts Settlement in
Hamilton County.

The settlement, located
along 276th Street just east on
U.S. 31, once spanned 1,700
acres and supported about 300
residents. The community was
largely Wesleyan Methodist,
and many descendants became
teachers and preachers.

Glover highlighted the Rob-
erts Settlement Legacy Walk,
dedicated in 2024. It is an inter-
active, self-guided experience
with four exhibit stations, QR
codes, a storytelling app (in-
cluding a child-friendly animat-
ed version), and ongoing efforts
to make it fully accessible.

He encouraged everyone to
visit the site to experience this
important local history first-
hand. You can learn more at
RobertsSettlement.org.

Photo provided
Glover, a descendent of a Roberts Settlement founder,
serves as the Vice President of the Board of Directors.
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The Carmel Symphony
Orchestra (CSO) and Carmel
Clay Public Library (CCPL)
will again collaborate to pres-
ent Women in Leadership
from 1 to 3 p.m. March 7 at
the library. The theme of this
year’s panel will be Leader-
ship through Courage, Collab-
oration and Collective Action.

The CSO hosts this annual
Women in Leadership event to
provide an opportunity to dis-
cuss inspirational and honest
advice for women working in
leadership positions. Panelists
share their experiences and
engage in discussions with a
multi-generational audience.

Tickets are available
through CCPL. There is no
cost to attend, but registration
is required. Go to carmelclay-
library.org/event/15812385
to register.

Women Leadership Series to discuss leadership
through courage, collaboration & collectlve action

Cutler has authored history
book installments for Alpha
Chi Omega, as well as the
Village of WestClay’s history
book, created for the neigh-
borhood’s 25th anniversary in
2025. At the Village of West-
Clay Owners Association,
she focuses on providing out-
standing service to Village res-
idents and businesses, overall
communications planning and

Wood

Cutler Darden

Guest panelists will include
Sally Cutler, Akilah Darden
and Deborah Wood, who
will discuss the lessons they
learned, what leadership ap-
proaches worked best for them,
and other issues they deal with
as women in business.

Sally Cutler has a varied
background in communica-
tions, customer service, event
planning, and historical preser-
vation. She has worked in non-
profit and higher education mar-

keting for Alpha Chi Omega
women’s fraternity and Butler
University, her alma mater. She
has also had the opportunity to
create and implement commu-
nications strategies, plan a vari-
ety of events, and serve as a li-
aison with internal and external
stakeholders. She served as in-
terim chief executive officer for
Alpha Chi Omega during their
CEO search and later returned
to the staff for three years as
historian and Archivist.

execution, as well as ensuring
a robust schedule of neighbor-
hood-wide events.

Cutler says she is proud to
continue to empower wom-
en of all ages as a volunteer
member of the Sister Outreach
Team for Alpha Chi Ome-
ga. She lives in the Village of
WestClay with her husband,
Jay, and their Wheaten Terrier,
Kingston.

See Leaders . . . Page 3

meet in Noblesville

February has al-
ways felt like a month
of reflection — a time
when history invites
us to pause, remember,
and understand how
the past quietly shapes
the present.

Growing up in In-

COLUMNIST

dia, history was never | POOJATHAKKAR
just dates in a text- | [@ste o/ Community
T

book. It lived in stories

shared by grandparents, in old streets filled
with generations of footsteps, and in tradi-
tions that connected us to those who came
before us. Loving history gave me roots
long before I knew I would one day plant
myself in Indiana.

That love has now become my bridge —
connecting where I began in India to where
I proudly belong in Hamilton County.

This month, that connection felt espe-
cially meaningful when I attended a pro-
gram at the Noblesville Discovery Center
at the Hamilton East Public Library called
“Blast from the Past: Noblesville in 1960s.”
Through photographs, video clippings, and
storytelling, the program brought Nobles-
ville and Hamilton County’s past vividly to
life, revealing how the community looked,
worked, and gathered during a decade of
growth and change.

So many moments offered clues into the
culture of that time and its strong connec-
tion to today. The courthouse and jail, Riv-
erview Hospital, the downtown square, and
the sheriff’s department weren’t just struc-
tures — they were pillars of everyday life
then and remain community anchors now.
Watching their evolution made it clear how
thoughtfully this town has grown while pre-
serving its identity.

See History . . . Page 3

Emmert arrested,
charged in relation

to 1992 murder case

By MELEA VanOSTRAND
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

A former Hamilton County town em-
ployee is facing charges for the 1992 killing
of Tony Bledsoe, according to Indiana State
Police.

For more than 30
years, Tony Bledsoe’s
family waited for an-
swers. It’s a case that
dates back to 1992.
Investigators  believe
they now have every-
one who was involved
in Bledsoe’s murder.

Indiana State Police
arrested  55-year-old
Steven Andrew Emmert, known as Andy
Emmert, of Atlanta, for his alleged role in
the 1992 murder of Bledsoe.

Emmert is a former utility superinten-
dent and building commissioner in Atlanta.

“It’s a huge step in this investigation,”
said Sgt. John Perrine, public information
officer for the Indiana State Police India-
napolis District.

Bledsoe was 24 years old when his
wife reported him missing from Arcadia
in March 1992. The case went cold for
decades as a missing person. Weeks after
Bledsoe went missing, investigators found
remains in a ravine near U.S. 40 in Putham
County.

Perrine says an Indiana State Police
officer who was assigned to the Putnam
County case started suspecting similarities
in the two cases.

“Because of his independent knowledge
of that case, he started to think that things
matched up,” Perrine said. “He started to
connect the dots. In 2019, he was able to
use DNA analysis to identify the remains
of Tony Bledsoe as the remains that were
found in Putnam County in 1992.”

Court documents revealed Bledsoe had
been stabbed six times, and his head and
feet had been dismembered. Thomas An-
derson Jr., of Arcadia, was arrested last year
and charged with Bledsoe’s murder.

“He pleaded guilty [Feb. 11],” Hamil-
ton County Prosecutor Joshua Kocher said.
“It’s still set out for sentencing, but the plea
has not been accepted, but pursuant to terms
of that plea agreement, there is cooperation
in any other case that comes out of the death
of Tony Bledsoe.”

Emmert

See Arrest . .. Page 3
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Pettit-Godbey, Devyn Pew-
arski, Kennedy Ritchie,
Norah Stites, and Scarlett
Wittbrod; Chamber Choir;
and Sheridan’s first-ever
state-qualifying barbershop
quartet (Vivian Olivas,
Devyn Pewarski, Kenne-
dy Ritchie, Gavin Sutton).
Middle school choir stu-
dents earned 18 gold med-
als and two silver medals
across solos and ensembles,
demonstrating tremendous
preparation and poise.

“It can be very
nerve-wracking to perform
in front of a judge, especial-

ly doing a solo or small en-
semble,” said Libby Dou-
blestein, Director of Choirs
and Assistant Director of
Bands. “I'm so proud of all
these students for preparing
and performing!”

Sheridan ~ Community
Schools is incredibly proud
of the hard work, dedica-
tion, and musical talents
that all of these students
demonstrate. Congratula-
tions to all of the talented
Blackhawks.

Photos provided by Sherldan Communlty Schools
(TOP LEFT) Jacob and Landon Glunt with Mrs. Doublestein. (TOP RIGHT) The High School Trio.
(CENTER LEFT) Makenzie Smith, Morgan Ciambella, Lyndi Brogan, and Marilynn Heinzman. (CENTER
RIGHT) Norah and Frances Stites show off their medals. (ABOVE LEFT) The senior girl vocalists.
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(ABOVE RIGHT) The Chamber Choir performs.
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of Freedom &=

www.americanbankoffreedom.bank U

Save time and open your account online!

Certificate of Deposit Specials
3 Months 6 Months 12 Months

3.75%  3.75%  3.854%

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is current as of this issue and subject to change at any time. APY

assumes that interest remains on deposit until maturity. Minimum deposit of $1,000 to open this
account with a maximum deposit of $240,000 per account. Minimum balance requirement of $1,000 to

earn interest. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Accounts may be

subject to other fees, contact your local branch to learn more.
APPLIES TO NEW DEPOSITS ONLY.
American Bank of Freedom, Member FDIC.

Stop by or call your local branch today to learn more!

14611 N. Gray Road
Westheld, IN 46062 e
(463) 622-2930 i
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HisTORY

What stood out most
was the spirit of togeth-
erness. Civic groups like
Kiwanis and Rotary, along
with church communities
and women’s clubs, were
central to social life, ser-
vice, and gatherings. It was
heartwarming to realize that
even decades later, these
same traditions of involve-
ment continue to bring peo-
ple together across Hamil-
ton County.

Local businesses add-
ed even more richness to
the story — Kenley’s Super
Market where neighbors
met while shopping, Wain-
wright Title Company,
Blann Hardware, Zeckel’s
Clothing, and Coaltrin Fu-
neral Home, which even
had its own distinctive
ambulances. And learning
that Firestone was once the
largest employer in town
offered insight into how
industry shaped family life
and the local economy.

The most touching mo-
ments came from the audi-
ence itself. As images ap-
peared on the screen, hands
kept rising as people shared
connections — a relative
who worked at a landmark,
memories of riding bikes
around the square, or stories
passed down through gener-
ations. History wasn’t dis-
tant. It was deeply personal.

I was especially moved
when I met Jane Walters,
who shared how her father,
William Hummel, moved
from Marion County to
Hamilton County when
136th Street was still dirt
roads and Interstate 69 had

from Page 1

only two lanes. Jane com-
pleted most of her schooling
on 56th Street and finished
high school in Noblesville.
Listening to her stories felt
like stepping into a living
chapter of this community’s
journey.

Experiences like these
remind us that a city isn’t
measured by its age, but by
how deeply it is loved by
the people who call it home.

Much gratitude goes to
the Noblesville Discovery
Center team and to local his-
torians Jessica Layman and
David Heighway, whose
passion and storytelling
have made the many unique
chapters of our local his-
tory accessible, engaging,
and meaningful for all of
us. Their work doesn’t just
preserve the past — it builds
connection in the present.

As someone who moved
here from Rajkot, Gujarat
— a place known for strong
hospitality and community
bonds — seeing that same
spirit alive in Noblesville
fills my heart. It reminds me

Photo provided

why Indiana has become
home.

History teaches us em-
pathy. Nostalgia connects
us. And community gives us
belonging.

So I encourage you —
follow the Discovery Cen-
ter programs, attend these
wonderful history talks, and
invite your neighbors along.
You might discover local
gems, uncover shared mem-
ories, and feel the beauti-
ful gestures of community
come alive.

February may celebrate
history, but it also celebrates
love — love for where we’ve
been, where we are, and the
people who make a place
feel like home.

And for me, loving his-
tory has become the path
that connects my past in In-
dia to my present in Indiana
— turning a new place into
home, one story at a time.

Pooja Thakkar is work-
ing to build connections
through cuisine. You can
read her column each week
in the pages of The Reporter.

LEADERS

Akilah Darden is a
seasoned construction man-
agement professional with
over $2 billion in commer-
cial construction projects
delivered. She’s built more
than structures; she’s built
a reputation for exceeding
expectations. From driv-
ing excellence in leading
commercial projects, she
has just recently helped the
procurement of a $4 billion
hospital campus while ex-
celling in building with and
for the community. She also
works to provide intention-
al opportunities for diverse
vendors and workforces to
break barriers in a histori-
cally underrepresented field,
Darden brings innovation,
vision, and impact to every
endeavor to include training
with her Construction Man-
agement Masterclass.

A multi-award-winning
leader, Darden has been
honored with prestigious
accolades including the in-
augural Indiana 250, Ameri-
can Institute of Architecture
Indiana Walter S. Blackburn
Award Winner, National As-
sociation of Women Busi-
ness Owners Trailblazer
Award Winner, Champion
of Diversity Award Winner
from the Indianapolis Re-
corder Magazine, Women
& Hi Tech Leading Light
'You Inspire Us' Award
Winner, Minority Business
Enterprise of the Year by
City of Indianapolis, Tech-
point MIRA Award Winner
for Community Impact,
Techpoint MIRA Award
Nominee: Rising Entrepre-
neur, Indianapolis Business
Journal Women of Influ-

ence, Center for Leadership
Development Achievement
in Business & Industry
Award Recipient.

Each award reflects her
dedication to excellence,
leadership, and creating
opportunities for others to
thrive.

Darden is also the proud
author with her four kids
of the internationally and
nationally award-winning
book, My Mom is a Con-
struction Manager, inspir-
ing the next generation of
leaders to pursue careers in
construction and beyond.
Additionally, as the creator
of the award-winning Con-
struction Management Mas-
terclass, she is empowering
professionals with the tools
to lead with confidence and
competence in a dynamic
industry.

Through her work,
Darden remains committed
to intentionally building eq-
uitable opportunities, foster-
ing innovation, and empow-
ering others to achieve their
full potential in every space
she touches.

Deborah Wood’s lega-
cy began in 1994 when she
started Deborah Wood &
Associates. That fledgling
company grew into a family
of healthcare agencies and
for more than three decades
they stood apart with au-
thentic values and an aspira-
tion to deliver excellence to
customers, employees, and
community. Fueled by their
collective imaginations and
passions, Wood’s family of
professionals led the health-
care industry in their respec-
tive disciplines of medical

ARREST

According to court doc-
uments, Anderson said that
he and Emmert, who were
roommates at the time, in
1990 stole a car in Wiscon-
sin and brought it to the town
of Atlanta in northern Ham-
ilton County. They stripped
the stereo from the car.

Emmert traded the ste-
reo to Bledsoe in exchange
for auto parts. Bledsoe later
felt “he got ripped off in the
deal because the stereo was
stolen,” and a grudge en-
sued between Bledsoe and
Emmert. Later, Anderson
and Bledsoe went to con-
front Emmert.

Police say that’s when
Emmert shot and stabbed
Bledsoe. Anderson admit-

from Page 1

ted to hitting Bledsoe with
a baseball bat and helping
Emmert dump Bledsoe’s
body.

Investigators say this
case serves as a reminder
that they’re continuing to
bring justice to victims, no
matter how much time has
passed.

“This is a big deal,”
Perrine said. “This day, this
moment, for this commu-
nity, and this family, this is
something they’ve waited
for a very long time.”

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV
at wishtv.com/news/crime-
watch-8/arrest-made-in-
1992-hamilton-county-
murder-case.

from Page 1

education and communica-
tions with real impact and
influence on what matters
most — patient outcomes.
The journey was personally
and professionally reward-
ing and fun.

2024 launched the Next-
Gen of Wood’s company
when she retired and the
organization joined the Real
Chemistry Family. The leg-
acy continues in the pow-
erful marriage of these two
award winning agencies.

In her retirement, Wood
remains active in her church
and community and is en-
joying lots of time with her
family. After leading a com-
pany with strong values all
these years referred to as
the H4S (Honorable, Hum-
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CELEBRATE 21 YEARS OF LIFE-CHANGING
IMPACT! COME SHARE IN A JOYFUL NIGHT OF FOOD, FELLOWSHIP,
AND FANTASTIC LIVE MUSIC FROM ENDLESS SUMMER BAND
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Photos provided by Red Cross

Red Cross opens Blood & Platelet
Donation Center in Noblesville

Submitted

Residents of Noblesville
and surrounding communi-
ties have a new opportunity
to donate blood and plate-
lets locally.

The American Red
Cross has opened its first
Blood and Platelet Dona-
tion Center in the Greater
Indianapolis area. The No-
blesville facility is also the
area's first Red Cross site
dedicated to platelet dona-
tions. The donation center is
located at 14765 Hazel Dell
Crossing, Ste. 700.

Donors can visit red-
crossblood.org and enter
their ZIP code to schedule a
blood donation appointment.

The REPORTER

The Carmel Christkindl-
markt leadership and board of
directors have chosen a new
Chief Executive Officer for
the nonprofit organization.

After reviewing a large
pool of candidates, Jason
Adamowicz has been select-
ed for the role. He comes to
the Market from his current
role as Chief Operating Of-
ficer at the YMCA in Mun-
cie, a position he has held
since 2017.

Adamowicz brings a
wealth of experience in the
nonprofit sector, as well as
proven success working
with governments, manag-
ing community and cultural
partnerships, and securing

Photo provided by Red Cross

(From left) Natalie Tudor (Board Member, American Red Cross of Greater
Indianapolis Chapter); Chris Jensen (Mayor of Noblesville); Julie Brady
(Regional Donor Services Executive, American Red Cross); Deborah Wozniak
(Blood Services, American Red Cross); Terry Stigdon (CEO, American Red
Cross Indiana Region); Brad Woodward (Board Chair, American Red Cross
of Greater Indianapolis Chapter); Bob DuBois (President & CEO, Noblesville
Chamber of Commerce); and Ivory Salmon (Board Member, American Red
Cross of Greater Indianapolis Chapter).

Carmel Christkindlmarkt names
new Chief Executive Officer

grant and spon-
sor funding. Ad-
ditionally, he has
been continually
recognized for his
transformational
leadership, guid-
ing organizations
through strategic
realignments, and
coordinating mis-
sion-driven community pro-
grams.

“It's an honor to join the
Carmel  Christkindlmarkt
and be part of this beloved
community tradition,” Ada-
mowicz said. “The annu-
al Market has become the
heart of our local holiday
season. 1 look forward to
working with staff, partners,
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Adamowicz

and the commu-
nity to uphold the
highest bar for
guest experience
while advancing
our mission.”
Julia Da-
vis, acting CEO
for the Carmel
Christkindlmarkt,
said she and the
staff are thrilled with the
selection and are excited to
see the Market grow under
Adamowicz’s leadership.
“We are grateful for the
opportunity to have Jason
join our team,” Davis said.
“He’s energetic and passion-
ate, and we’re confident that
he will successfully lead the
Carmel  Christkindlmarkt

into the next phase of its
growth as a nonprofit cul-
tural attraction.”

The board is also excit-
ed to welcome Adamowicz
to the team.

“A  long-time Carm-
el resident, Jason distin-
guished himself among
scores of strong candidates
by virtue of his unique skills,
experiences, and engaging
manner,” said Bill Stephan,
Carmel  Christkindlmarkt
Board Chair. “The board
enthusiastically welcomes
Jason and looks forward to
working with him and our
superb leadership team.”

Adamowicz will start
his position as CEO on Feb.
23.

ME
TR

Finding your
flavor sweet spot

“There is

COLUMNIST

ers, has a strong

no bad  whis-
key. There are
only some whis-
keys that arvent
as good as oth-
ers.” — Raymond ¢
Chandler

tannic oak (bitter)
flavor — just not
my thing.
However!
Beam makes doz-
ens of whiskies
under their tute-

I get where [LL i

JON SMYRNIS

lage. The Book-

Mr. Chandler is _ ers series is quite
going with the | BowbonPschosis | pice It has a nice
T

above quote. Yet,

I somewhat disagree. There
are some really bad whis-
keys out there. I'm not re-
ally going to approach this
column as a Bourbon “re-
view.” Those are a dime a
dozen.

Having said that, I'm also
not going to write anything
negative about any whiskey
or brand. It’s not in good
taste. And ... taste is highly
subjective. There are literally
hundreds of different types
of Bourbons out there, not
to mention ryes, “regular”
whiskeys, Scotches, Irish
Whiskeys, Japanese Whis-
keys, and on and on. They're
all different, and to each his/
her own. Though this col-
umn is based on “My Bour-
bon Psychosis,” T will end
up writing about these other
whiskies as well. Man can-
not live on bourbon alone.

Back to taste.

The whiskey market is
not unlike the wine or craft
beer market. Every different
type of whiskey has a dif-
ferent flavor profile and of-
fers a different experience.
For instance, right now Jim
Beam is the top selling bour-
bon in the entire world — not
a fan. Not being negative, |
just don’t like its flavor pro-
file. That’s not Beam’s fault.
Obviously, they’re doing
something right.

It just speaks to my
point that everyone is dif-
ferent and every bourbon is
different. Those of you out
there who are Bourbon pros
know what I mean. Those
who are novices, you’ll
learn. What do I not appre-
ciate about Beam? Well, my
personal preference is for
whiskeys with a sweet pal-
ate and high-proof burn. To
me, Beam, like many oth-

balance between
the tannic and sweet with
the sweet on the winning
side. Their Signature Craft
Series from about 10 to 15
years ago was quite out-
standing. Especially their
“Rolled Oat” offering. One
can actually taste the oats
in the nicely balanced bour-
bon. No longer available,
you might find it online or
at a liquor store at a pre-
mium. I found my one and
only remaining bottle at a
small drug/liquor store in
Madison, Ind. It was tucked
back in the corner where
two shelves intersected one
another and it was unseen,
except by me. Ah, the thrill
of finding a unicorn!

This is no lie, it had
about an eighth of an inch
of dust all over it. I blew
the dust off and snagged it
up immediately. I would be
remiss if [ didn't mention
Knob Creek Rye — an out-
standing mixer that makes a
perfect Old Fashioned. Gee,
I guess I do like Beam!

How does one know
what you like? Well, you’ve
gotta try it. If you have an
interest in a particular bour-
bon, go somewhere that has
it and have a shot of it. Bet-
ter yet, go to a liquor store
that has tastings or bottle
samplings and give it a try
for free there. By all means,
do NOT buy an expensive
bottle of bourbon without
giving it a try first. Been
there, done that, and recent-
ly too.

I knew better — darned
psychosis.

Jon Smyrnis is a lifelong
Indianapolis area resident.
He enjoys traveling, hiking,
biking, kayaking, dining out,
and, of course, fine cocktails
and great bourbons.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21
RACE BEGINS AT 10:30 A.M.

GRAND JUNCTION BREWING CO.
1189 E. 181st Street

Presented by The Farmers Bank

TO LEARN MORE AND REGISTER, VISIT
WESTFIELDIN.GOV/MELTTHETRAIL
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Submitted by
City of Carmel

A portion of Range
Line Road is targeted for
enhancements beginning
this spring that include a
new multi-use path, on-
street parking, and envi-
ronmental features de-
signed to improve safety
and accessibility.

The work on Range
Line Road between Exec-
utive Drive and City Cen-
ter Drive is anticipated to
begin in April with remov-
al of the aging planter box-
es. Construction will then
be underway after July 4,
in order to minimize dis-
ruption during holiday
events. Project comple-
tion is estimated before
the opening of the Christ-
kindlmarkt in November.

Mayor Sue Finkam
said the current path-
way along this portion of
Range Line Road is un-
der-utilized,  prompting
the city to consider adjust-
ments.

“Feedback from resi-
dents and riders over the
years has guided this de-
sign, balancing the needs
of cyclists with overall
safety and accessibility,”
Mayor Finkam said. “We
continue to consult our
resident cyclists on the
project and their input
means this will ultimately
be a more accessible and
more enjoyable street for
everyone.”

Councilor Teresa Ayers

separated from vehicle traffic.

“The up-
grades align with
the city’s com-
mitment to safer,
more accessible
streets for every-
one, encourag-
ing active trans-
portation and

vibrant  public
spaces,”  Ayers
said.

Range Line

Road upgrades
include:

* Safety-Fo-
cused Design:
the existing
on-street  green
bike lane will
be replaced with
a 10-foot wide
single-surface,

Ayers

News

Major changes coming to
Range Line Road in Carmel

Rendering provided by City of Carmel
The new lane for use by both pedestrians and cyclists will be physically

* Enhanced
Multi-Use Ex-
perience:  The
new path accom-
modates both cy-
clists and pedes-
trians, providing
more space and
comfort for all
users of the
street.

e Improved
Parking  Op-
tions: 17 free,
on-street  park-
ing spots will
be added, sup-
porting local
businesses and
residents  while
protecting users
on the multi-use
path.

nificantly reduce ongoing
costs associated with main-
tenance, which includes
annual replanting and on-
going watering. Removal
also addresses the normal
deterioration of the plant-
ers and improves visibility.

 Environmental Bene-
fits: the project will feature
rain gardens, improved
stormwater management
and water quality along
the corridor.

The mayor noted that,
rather than invest signifi-
cant funds for replacement
and maintenance for a
design that has legitimate
safety concerns, the deci-
sion to fully redesign the
passage is a more cost-ef-
ficient and safe solution.

(District 1) touted the proj-
ect’s emphasis on safety —
for pedestrians, cyclists,
and motorists.

“In the interest of safe-
ty, we are choosing, liter-
ally, a new path forward,”
she said.

* Maintenance Sav-
ings and Infrastructure
Improvement: Remov-
ing the planters will sig-

multi-use path, physically
separated from traffic, en-
hancing safety for cyclists,
pedestrians, and drivers.
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Rokita: Indiana House
delivers gold standard
immigration enforcement

Submitted by Office
of AG Todd Rokita

Attorney General Todd
Rokita issued the following
statement on Thursday, Feb.
12 regarding the
Indiana House's
passage of the
FAIRNESS Act.

Congratula-
tions to the In-
diana House on
passing the stron-
gest immigration
enforcement legis-
lation our state has
ever had.

Senate Bill 76 came to
them in rough shape from
the Senate, but thanks to the
leadership of State Reps.
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