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A quiet
house … yay?

AMY SHANKLAND
Perfectly Imperfect

COLUMNISTI had the incredible 
experience of going to 
Italy a couple of weeks 
ago thanks to a pilgrim-
age arranged through 
my church. Yep, there’s 
a column coming about 
that experience!

However, the day 
and morning before 
I left, I had the rare 
chance to have the 
house completely to myself. My husband 
John decided to visit his brother in Nebras-
ka while I would be gone. Due to his broth-
er’s schedule, John left the day before my 
flight. He was driving, so he took our dogs 
Elli and Sasha along. Both behaved beauti-
fully on the road, thank goodness.

When John told me his plans, I thought, 
“Wow! I’ll have the house to myself for a 
bit. It’ll be so quiet. I’ll get a lot done.” The 
only other occupant for that day and a half 
would be my cat, Chilly. I relished the idea 
of the peace and quiet we’d experience. 

As that Thursday morning wore on, how-
ever, I discovered something. Peace and qui-
et (and a super clean house) are overrated.

Sure, I got a lot done. In fact, I finished 
a grant prospect research project in record 
time due to zero interruptions. No dogs 
wanted to go outside, go for a walk, or get 
a treat/be fed. I didn’t have a husband who 
was home between sales appointments. I 
wrapped up my work projects beautifully 
before I left, which felt amazing.

I’m naturally a neat person – almost ob-
sessively so – and the house stayed pristine. 

By that Thursday evening, I was all 
packed for my trip and settled down to 
read a novel. Even with the cricket nois-
es coming from Alexa – my favorite eve-
ning sound – the house was way too quiet. 
Chilly soon crawled up on my lap as if to 
say, “Hey, Mom, it’s just you and me … 
let’s stick together.”

When I woke up the next morning, the 
house didn’t feel like mine. I didn’t smell 
the wonderful scent of John’s cologne that 
always lingers after he leaves for his sales 
appointments. I didn’t hear the click of 
my dogs’ toenails on our hardwood floors 
as they came to greet me. There were no 
shoes scattered throughout the house, and 
the blankets on the dog bed were still neat-
ly folded.

It's funny … for those of us who have 
families, when our kids are little, our hous-
es are often in chaos. I know I’m not alone 
in saying that during that time, I would 
occasionally look forward to the quieter 
moments I knew would come later in life. 
To have a house that would stay relatively 
clean and calm – what a concept.

You were there, and you, and you!
Grace Church presents ‘The Wizard of Oz’ starting Nov. 21
Submitted

Follow the yellow brick 
road to Grace Church, 5504 
E. 146th St., Noblesville, as it 
presents the spectacular stage 
musical The Wizard of Oz. 
From Nov. 21 to 30, a total of 
eight performances will bring 
the magical Land of Oz to life. 

Tickets for this vibrant, 
family-friendly production 
start at $16 and are on sale now. 
With performances averag-
ing 1,000 patrons each, many 
shows are expected to sell out. 
Audiences will be immersed in 
this enchanting journey over 
the rainbow through a large-
scale production featuring a 
65-person cast, a full 20-piece 
live orchestra and several the-
atrical stage effects. 

“Now more than ever, we 
all need a reminder that there's 
truly no place like home,” said 
Amy Christie, the show's di-
rector. “Live theatre has this 

incredible power to bring peo-
ple together, to let us share in 
a moment of joy and wonder. 
We chose The Wizard of Oz to 
create that shared experience, a 
story that wraps you in warmth 
and reminds us all that our 
most important adventures of-
ten lead us back to the people 
we love.”

Leading the cast as Doro-
thy is Sophie Osgood, a veter-
an of the Grace Theatre stage.

“Doing The Wizard of Oz 
is particularly special for me 
because ‘there’s no place like Photo provided

See Jon & Sophie Osgood along with the rest of cast in 
Grace Church’s production of The Wizard of Oz.

Showtimes
Friday, Nov. 21 at 7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 22 at 2 and 7 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 23 at 3 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 28 at 7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 29 at 2 and 7 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 30 at 3 p.m.

See Wizard . . . Page 2

Noblesville Fire 
needs your help to 
make Christmas 

brighter for local kids
The REPORTER

The Noblesville Fire Department (NFD) 
is seeking assistance from the community 
to ensure local families have a joyous hol-
iday season. NFD is currently accepting 
donations for its annual food and toy drive 
to benefit approximately 125 less fortunate 
families in Noblesville.

2025 marks the 48th anniversary since 
the program started. NFD has partnered with 
Kroger for food needs and Meijer for toys.

NFD will accept canned goods, non-per-
ishable food items, and new, unwrapped 
toys from Monday, Nov. 10 through Fri-
day, Dec. 5. Donations may be dropped 
off at any of the Noblesville Fire Stations 
or at Noblesville City Hall, 16 S. 10th St. 
Deliveries to the families will take place on 
Saturday, Dec. 13.

NFD is also accepting monetary dona-
tions (checks are preferred – made payable 
to the NFD Hamilton County Communi-
ty Foundation). Secure online donations 
may be made through the Central Indiana 
Community Foundation donor portal at 
hamiltoncountycf.org/donate. If making 
an online donation, please type “Nobles-
ville Firefighters Fund” in the line that reads 
“List Fund Name.”

See Yay . . . Page 2

Noblesville teachers & school 
board approve new contract

Submitted by 
Noblesville Schools

Noblesville Schools an-
nounced Wednesday, Oct. 29 
that the district has settled a new 
one-year contract with the No-
blesville Teachers’ 
Forum.

The agreement 
comes amid a chal-
lenging financial en-
vironment for the dis-
trict, including new 
state legislation that 
will reduce school 
funding, declining 
student enrollment 
demographics, increasing infla-
tion, and the scheduled expiration 
of referendum funds in 2026.

“Ensuring our teachers are 
compensated competitively for 
the important work they do is 
still a priority, but we have had 
to balance that against the stark 
financial reality we are facing,” 
Noblesville Schools Superin-
tendent Dr. Daniel G. Hile said.

The new contract holds 

teacher salary rates at the same 
levels as last year but does 
move each eligible educator up 
a level on the pay scale, offering 
a modest increase. The contract 
also makes salary adjustments 

for specific extracurric-
ular positions and adds 
literacy stipends.

Principal and dis-
trict leader salaries are 
currently frozen and 
support staff salaries 
will be evaluated next 
spring.

“We are still in 
the midst of a teacher 
shortage, and it’s more 

important than ever that we do 
what we can to recruit and re-
tain top educators for our stu-
dents,” Hile said.

In addition to salary, the new 
contract also holds benefit costs 
steady, formalizes a 10 percent 
staff discount for preschool 
and childcare, offers immedi-
ate vesting in retirement health 
savings accounts, and makes 

changes to how employee 
leaves will be managed.

Teachers ratified the 2025-
2026 agreement on Oct. 8, and 
the Noblesville Schools Board 
of Trustees approved it at the 

Oct. 28 meeting.
Noblesville Schools em-

ploys approximately 750 teach-
ers and is the largest employer 
in Noblesville with over 1,800 
total staff members.

Photo provided by Noblesville Schools
Noblesville High School math teacher Amanda Giordano 
works with a few of her students.

Hile

Westfield Library Foundation unveils 
2025 Christmas Tree Raffle lineup

Six themed trees to debut at Cowboy Carnival this weekend
The REPORTER

The Westfield Library 
Foundation (WLF) is decking 
the halls early with the return of 
its much-anticipated Christmas 
Tree Raffle. Six themed trees, 
each sponsored by community 
partners, will make their debut 
this weekend at the Westfield 
Washington Public Library.

Each tree is custom-de-
signed and decorated by WLF Executive 
Director Erin Downey and an interior de-
signer. This year’s tree lineup includes:

• “Country Christmas” – Sponsored 
by The Farmers Bank

• “Winter Wonderland” – Sponsored 
by The Farmers Bank

• “Crimson Christmas” – Sponsored 
by the City of Westfield

• “Joy to the World” – Sponsored by 
Dean Ballenger Agency

• “North Pole Cooking Co.” – Spon-
sored by Greek’s Pizzeria

• “Christmas in Black and White” – 
Sponsored by Meijer

All the trees, except for the Country 
Christmas tree, will be raffled off on Mon-

day, Dec. 1. The Country Christ-
mas tree will be part of a silent 
auction at the Foundation’s 
Cowboy Carnival adults-only 
fundraiser on Saturday, Nov. 1.

“The trees are a labor of 
love,” Downey said. “Every 
ribbon, ornament, and color 
choice is designed to spark 
joy. When someone takes one 
home, they’re not just winning 

a beautifully decorated tree – they’re 
helping the library grow programs and 
spaces that bring that same sense of won-
der to our whole community.”

Raffle tickets for the public drawing 
will be $10 each and sold at the library 
and online starting on Saturday, Nov. 1 
with sales closing on Sunday, Nov. 30. 
Winners will be drawn at noon on Mon-
day, Dec. 1. The Foundation hopes to 
raise $10,000 to support its mission to en-
hance library programming and services.

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, visit WestfieldLibrary-
Foundation.com or stop by the West-
field Washington Public Library, 17400 
Westfield Blvd.

Photo provided
Erin Downey creates each tree with the 
help of an interior designer.

See Brighter . . . Page 2

Downey

http://paulpoteet.com
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://wishtv.com
https://readthereporter.com
https://lionspoker.org/
http://www.hamiltoncountycf.org/donate/
http://www.westfieldlibraryfoundation.com/
http://www.westfieldlibraryfoundation.com/
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TREAT
TRUNK

Member FDIC

Lunch Courtesy of Community First Bank Employees  |  CFBindiana.com/veterans

Serving Those Who Served
Free Meal for our Veterans

Tuesday, November 11
11:00am - 2:00pm

Swayzee Loinz - Carmel
7241 E 146th St, Unit 100, Carmel, IN 46033

CFB will be onsite handing out vouchers for a free tenderloin lunch

While supplies last

home’ really resonates as 
we moved back here after 
living in New York City,” 
Osgood said. “Grace The-
atre is where my passion 
for performing started, so 
to get to be playing this 
character who is so intent 
on getting back home to her 
family on the Grace stage is 
pretty full circle!” 

In a bit of on-stage magic 
mirroring real life, Osgood 
met her husband, Jon – who 
plays the Scarecrow – in a 
Grace production of Beauty 
and the Beast in 2016.

“Oz is a classic tale, but 
the stage version has some 
additional songs and tidbits 

that will surprise people, 
and there's nothing like live 
theater to bring a room of 
people together as a story 
unfolds,” Christie said. “The 
show is a testament to the 
incredible talent in our com-
munity, a mix of all ages and 
backgrounds coming togeth-
er to bring Oz to life.”

The production will part-
ner with the Grace Care Cen-
ter. All proceeds from conces-
sion sales during the show's 
run will go directly to sup-
porting the Grace Care Cen-
ter's mission and services.

Join Dorothy, the Scare-
crow, the Tin Man, the 
Cowardly Lion, and Toto, 

too, on their unforgettable 
journey to the Emerald City. 
For more information and 
to purchase tickets, visit 
gracechurch.us/theatre.

About Grace Church
Grace Church is a 

non-denominational Chris-
tian church based in Nobles-
ville and led by Pastor Bar-
ry Rodriguez. Founded in 
Westfield in 1991 and now 
located at 5504 E. 146th St., 
Grace Church exists to make 
disciples of Jesus and launch 
them into their God-given 
destinies. More informa-
tion about Grace Church in 
Noblesville can be found at 
gracechurch.us.

And now, looking back, 
I just have to say … yuck. 
Give me a dozen pairs of 
shoes near the back door … 
young adult sons visiting and 
going in and out the back 
door, banging it constantly 
… a loving husband who 
doesn’t fold towels the way 
I do … dogs who mess up 
blankets and leave toys all 

over the living room floor. 
If your house is often 

chaotic like mine, please 
take a moment to thank God 
for your situation. It’s one 
that so many would gladly 
have in a heartbeat.

I’m thrilled to be back. 
To have my husband and 
dogs here along with visits 
from my boys … I’ll take 

that any time compared 
to a quiet, pristine house. 
Thanks, God.

Amy Shankland is a 
writer and fundraising pro-
fessional living in Nobles-
ville with her husband John, 
two sons, two dogs, and a 
cat. You can reach her via 
email at amys@greenave-
nue.info.

Wizard
from Page 1

Yay
from Page 1

Foster Success invites you to 
Taste of Thanks fundraiser

The REPORTER
Foster Success invites 

the public to celebrate the 
holiday season on Thurs-
day, Nov. 6 at its third annu-
al Taste of Thanks event in 
support of the FriendsGiv-
ing campaign. 

Foster Success impacts 
the lives of teens and young 
adults transitioning out of 
foster care every day by em-
powering them to reach their 
potential through education, 
health, employment, and 
more. Taste of Thanks kicks 
off the annual FriendsGiving 
campaign, which supports 
Foster Success programs 
such as the Basic Needs pro-
gram to ensure every young 
person has the tools and re-
sources they need to achieve 
self-sufficiency. 

The highlight of the 
event will be a Keynote 

Presentation from a Foster 
Success participant. The 
evening will also include 
networking opportunities, 
holiday-inspired food, an 
open bar and music from 
The Trap Orchestra. 
Business casual attire is 
suggested.

Taste of Thanks will 
be held at the Ritz Charles 
Garden Pavilion located at 
12156 N. Meridian St., Car-
mel. Doors open at 6 p.m. 
and the event concludes 
around 9:30 p.m. Taste of 
Thanks is sponsored by 
OneAmerica Financial Foun-
dation, The Annie E. Casey 
Foundation, The Corydon 
Group, and Proof Digital. 

Taste of Thanks tickets 
can be purchased here. 

About Foster Success
Headquartered in Indi-

ana, Foster Success is a na-
tional nonprofit that hears, 
supports, and empowers 
teens and young adults 
transitioning out of foster 
care on their journey to 
self-sufficiency. Founded 
in 2012 in Indiana, Foster 
Success provides support 
through programs and re-
sources that allow young 
adults to be educated, 
housed, financially stable, 
employed, and connect-
ed to a support system by 
their 26th birthday. Learn 
more at fostersuccess.org.

Drop-off Locations
Station 1 – 135 S. 9th St. (Downtown at Ninth Street and 
Maple Avenue)
Station 2 – 400 S. Harbour Drive (South Harbour)
Station 3 – 2101 Greenfield Ave. (The Wellingtons)
Station 4 – 20777 Hague Road (North and East Harbour)
Station 5 – 10170 E. 191st St. (The Meadows)
Station 6 – 16800 Hazel Dell Road (Hazel Dell)
Station 7 – 15251 Olio Road (Behind Ruoff Music Center)
Noblesville City Hall – 16 S. 10th St. (Downtown at 10th 
and Conner streets)

“The success of our an-
nual Food and Toy Drive is a 
testament to the compassion 
that defines this community,” 
Noblesville Fire Chief Matt 
Mitchell said. “For nearly 
five decades, your generosi-
ty has helped bring warmth 
and joy to countless families. 
Thank you for standing with 
us in the spirit of giving.”

For more information, 
call NFD at (317) 776-6336, 
ext. 0.

Brighter
from Page 1

Photo provided by Noblesville Fire Department

https://clc-in.org/visit/
https://m.facebook.com/events/699968923118384/
https://cfbindiana.com/veterans
https://gracechurch.us/theatre
https://gracechurch.us/
mailto:amys%40greenavenue.info?subject=
mailto:amys%40greenavenue.info?subject=
https://fostersuccess.org/invest-time-gifts/taste-of-thanks/
https://fostersuccess.org/invest-time-gifts/friendsgiving/
https://fostersuccess.org/invest-time-gifts/friendsgiving/
https://fostersuccess.org/health-well-being/basic-needs/
https://thetraporchestra.com/
https://events.blackthorn.io/en/Hr2iFKJ7/g/ajbf6a24E7/taste-of-thanks-2025-5a2DV5Tjn0i/overview
http://fostersuccess.org/
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It was a graveyard smash in Sheridan
Submitted by Sheridan 
Community Schools

On Thursday, Oct. 
23, Sheridan Elementa-
ry School held its annual 
Monster Mash. This excit-
ing event was full of fun, 
laughter, and festive energy 
as students were decked out 
in their creative costumes. 
It truly was a night to re-
member. 

At 6 p.m., Kindergar-
teners through second 
graders kicked off the 
fun, followed by the third 
through fifth graders at 7 
p.m. Commander Ken kept 
the excitement and “buzz” 
alive with his lively mu-
sic. As students danced the 
night away, they also were 
able to guess the number 
of pumpkin seeds, as well 
as enjoy tasty popcorn and 
drinks. All evening long, 
the smiles were endless, 
and the school was filled 
with high energy from be-
ginning to end. 

The Sheridan Elemen-
tary PTO organized this 
fantastic and frightfully fun 
event to success.

“They truly knocked it 
out of the park,” Principal 
Valerie Roberts said. “We 
are so grateful for the tre-
mendous family support 
that makes nights like these 
possible.”

Photos provided by Sheridan Community Schools

http://westfieldin.gov/veteransdayceremony
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Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

Hamilton County Veterans Community Page
Before Winter Comes, Housing Help for Our Military, Veterans and their Families 

At Intecare Veteran Services, https://www.intecarevets.org/ our goal is to transition Veterans from housing crisis to housing stability. Intecare’s Supportive Services 
for Veteran Families (SSVF) has served over 4,000 families. Our approach is built upon the evidence-based “Housing First” approach, which prioritizes housing 
Veterans, followed by providing them the following services as they relate to housing stability: outreach, case management, assistance obtaining VA and other public 
benefits, housing counseling and assistance with housing searches, financial planning as it relates to stabilizing housing, transportation, childcare, and temporary 
financial assistance as it relates to stabilizing housing. 

Keys To Housing Based On Your Current Situation 
Help is also available through the Coalition for Homeless Intervention & Preservation (CHIP) and the Indianapolis Continuum of Care (COC) - 
https://www.chipindy.org/about-coc/. They unite local organizations, individuals, and funders in a shared mission to prevent and end homelessness through aligned 
systems and community-centered actions. To achieve our goal of ending homelessness, we identify critical needs in the community and address them by building 
lasting systems of housing and service. 

Hero Hut Harvest Celebration 11/22 For Military, Veterans, First Responders and their Families 
Hero Hut is a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization with a mission to support and encourage Veterans of all generations 
to discover a civilian life defined by service and surrounded by community. By bringing together a diverse group of 
like-minded Veteran serving organizations we seek to create a welcoming, relaxed place for Veterans to learn about 
the services and opportunities available to them, build relationships and forge a connection to their local community. 
In conjunction with that, we take pride in Honoring others that serve our communities in a variety of fashions, 
including first responders, volunteers and nonprofits. 
On November 22, 2025, from 3-7pm at the Wild Blackberry Farms, 10728 South 700 West Fortville, IN. Hero Hut will 
host their first annual Harvest Celebration so they may continue to Honor and serve our Military Veteran and First 
Responder Community. This celebration will include free food/BBQ, live music, Veteran resources and a silent auction 
to help raise funds. Everyone needs to go here to register and get your tickets - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hero-
hut-harvest-celebration-tickets-1590524364189?aff=oddtdtcreator. Veterans, First Responders and their families are 
free to enter while everyone else will purchase their tickets… plus, we may all follow our heart to make a kind 
donation so we may continue to serve our community. 
Community drives us towards a sense of belonging and being a part of something bigger than ourselves. It allows us 
to connect and be there for each other. Community enables a group to share resources, help those in need, and 
collectively accomplish or overcome obstacles that would otherwise be more challenging alone. Collaboration We 
believe in promoting our partner Veteran Support Organizations because together we can make a lasting change on 
many of the issues plaguing the veteran community. Service for veterans does not have to stop after the military. It 
can and should continue after the transition to civilian life. Service is a contributing factor to being a part of 
something bigger than ourselves and key to community. Respect We value professionalism in all our efforts, from 
fundraising to volunteering at local events. Living by the golden rule of treating others how we want to be treated, 

respect is essential in establishing and maintaining a supportive environment for our veterans and volunteers. Humility We strive to tackle Veteran issues by reaching 
out to the strengths of our partners and feedback from our communities. We are a part of a larger mission that is shared amongst many other organizations and 
without those organizations, we cannot succeed, regardless of our own. 

 

http://paulpoteet.com
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Fine Dining & Good Music
Live Music every Wednesday and Friday

Half price bottles of wine every Wednesday
Upcoming Friday lineup:

Spencer on Nov. 7
Brad Kleinschmidt on Nov. 14
Brandon Boerner on Nov. 21

It’s worth fighting the road construction!

Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

Worth fighting the 
road construction!

Live Music Wednesdays & Fridays
Open 7 days a week

Heritage Jewelry 
& Estate Buyers

Pays the Most for Your Gold, 
Silver & Other Valuables!

• jewelry 
• broken or scrap gold

• silver jewelry 
• sterling flatware
• fine watches
• diamonds

• coins and more
Located in Downtown Fishers
Call or text today to schedule appointment 

317-741-8970

HeritageJewelryBuyers.com

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Get your tickets now for next upcoming
production in GHDT’s Mélange Series

Submitted
Mélange: concoction, 

mixture, combination.
In this series of perfor-

mances brough to you by 
Gregory Hancock Dance 
Theatre (GHDT), audiences 
experience art coming to life 
in front of their eyes in an 
intimate theatrical setting. 
Each series features three 
unique and talented artists 
of different genres. Togeth-
er they create art at The 
Florence (Carmel’s newest 

black-box theatre space), in 
a collaborative and organic 
manner.

This Mélange Series fea-
tures a vocalist, dancer and 
visual artist. The dancer cre-
ates spontaneous movement 
inspired by the singer, as the 
visual artist creates spon-
taneous art inspired by the 
dancer and the music. Audi-
ences will experience live art 
in a new manner, bringing 

Hawkins Mickels Espino

Local DAR Chapter celebrates 
Native American Heritage Month
Submitted

Horseshoe Prairie Chap-
ter reminds members that 
November is Native Amer-
ican Heritage Recognition 
Month.

Locally the 
Delaware, or 
Lenape, tribe of 
Native American 
inhabitants of 
Hamilton Coun-
ty were removed 
along with oth-
er tribes by the 
Treaty of St. 
Mary’s in 1820. 
The Delaware people, orig-
inal inhabitants of this land, 
were required to move west 
of the Mississippi River by 
1820. This cleared the way 
for white settlers to move 
north and west from the 
Ohio River.

The NSDAR Ameri-
can Indians Committee is 
entrusted to the continuing 
education of the history and 

culture of this communi-
ty as well as the support of 
the educational and cultural 
pursuits of its citizens.

DAR members further 
those objectives 
by educating 
themselves and 
the general pub-
lic, promoting 
cultural activities 
and providing fi-
nancial and ma-
terial assistance 
to the DAR sup-
ported schools, 
American Indian 

Youth Summer Camps and 
through the DAR Office 
of Development. Grants to 
qualifying Native American 
projects are considered each 
year. Chapter members sign 
holiday cards for the Che-
mawa Indian School in Ore-
gon each Christmas holiday.

The national committee 
offers five American Indian 
scholarships, the Francis 

Crawford Marvin scholar-
ship and Anne Trevarthan 
Memorial scholarship ad-
ministered by the College 
of William & Mary in Vir-
ginia. In addition to these 
scholarships, the committee 
provides scholarship fund-
ing to Bacone College, Che-
mawa Indian School, and 
Indian Youth of America for 
summer camp. This year the 
committee awarded more 
than $60,000. 

“Hamilton County and 
the surrounding area owes 
much to our Native Amer-
ican settlers and this com-
mittee dedicates itself and 

all DAR members to honor 
and serve the original inhab-
itants of this land,” Ameri-
can Indian Committee Chair 
Sharon McMahon said.

About NSDAR
Founded in 1890, the 

National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
is located in Washington, 
D.C. For more information 
about joining NSDAR, go 
to the Indiana DAR web-
site, darindiana.org or the 
national website, dar.org. 
You can contact the local 
Chapter Horseshoe Prairie 
at horseshoeprairiedar@
gmail.com.

McMahon

How America could save 
billions on health care costs

Imagine or-
dering your fa-
vorite entree at 
the neighborhood 
restaurant you've 
gone to for years. 
It's the same 
dish, off the same 
menu, delivered 
by the same serv-
er. But suddenly, 
it costs 800 percent more – 
because the place just got 
new owners.

Few diners would accept 
such naked price-gouging.

Unfortunately, what's 
unthinkable in the restaurant 
industry is standard fare in 
health care. Federal law and 
regulations allow hospitals 
to charge Medicare much 
more than independent phy-
sicians charge Medicare for 
the exact same procedures 
and health care services.

This structural inequity 
costs taxpayers and patients 
billions of dollars each year 
– and it will only get worse 
if Congress doesn’t act.

Hospitals have spent 
much of the last decade 
buying up independent phy-
sician practices. Between 
2019 and 2024, they ac-
quired some 7,600 physi-
cian practices nationwide, 
allowing them to reclassify 
those practices as hospital 
outpatient departments, ac-
cording to the Physicians 
Advocacy Institute.

For hospitals, 
acquiring physi-
cian practices is 
a smart financial 
move. On the flip 
side, such hospi-
tal-driven consol-
idation is a raw 
deal for patients 
and taxpayers.

Routine ser-
vices such as echocardio-
grams and colonoscopies 
are much more expensive 
when performed in a hos-
pital rather than in a physi-
cian's office or an ambulato-
ry surgery center.

A peer-reviewed study 
that I co-authored this year 
in the Journal of Market 
Access and Health Policy 
proves as much – and shows 
just how costly those hos-
pital referrals can be. We 
found that Medicare ben-
eficiaries treated by hospi-
tal-affiliated physicians had 
just a 37 percent chance of 
receiving care in the low-
est-cost setting.

The cost implications 
are massive. Consider a cys-
toscopy, a procedure used to 
diagnose and treat problems 
in a person's urinary tract. 
In a hospital setting, Medi-
care pays $731 for the pro-
cedure. In a doctor's office, 
Medicare pays just $239.

For some procedures, 
total Medicare reimburse-
ment was eight times high-

er in a hospital outpatient 
department than in an am-
bulatory surgery center or 
doctor's office.

This disparity imposes a 
hefty burden on federal tax-
payers who bear the burden 
of paying for Medicare, and 
it also drives up premiums 
and cost-sharing for Medi-
care beneficiaries them-
selves.

The high payments give 
hospitals more revenue, 
which they are using to 
buy up additional physician 
practices and consolidate 
their markets even more, 
exacerbating the problem.

Congress and regulators 
have previously taken small 
steps to make Medicare pay-
ments more equal across 
different sites of care and to 
eliminate some of the per-
verse incentives that encour-
age hospitals to acquire inde-
pendent physician practices.

For example, the Bipar-
tisan Budget Act of 2015 di-
rected the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services 
to stop using the higher 
hospital payment system for 
services furnished in phy-
sician practices that were 
acquired by hospitals and 
became part of the hospitals’ 
off-campus provider depart-
ments after the law’s effec-
tive date. Unfortunately, the 
rule doesn’t apply to any 
other services, such as diag-

nostic tests and procedures.
What Congress should 

do now is to embrace re-
forms that would require 
Medicare to pay the same 
price not just for clinic vis-
its but also for services – 
regardless of where they're 
performed.

Enacting payment re-
form would yield signifi-
cant savings for Medicare 
– to the tune of more than 
$200 billion over 10 years, 
according to a 2023 study.

If Congress demands 
that Medicare standardize 
reimbursements for health 
care services and proce-
dures – regardless of where 
or from whom patients re-
ceive them – private health 
insurance companies would 
follow suit.

R e s t a u r a n t - g o e r s 
wouldn’t accept it if a 
neighborhood cafe started 
charging higher prices for 
the same dishes under new 
ownership. Likewise, when 
hospitals buy up medical 
practices, patients and tax-
payers shouldn’t have to 
pay more for the same di-
agnostic tests, procedures 
and other healthcare ser-
vices either.

David Eagle, M.D., is 
a board-certified hematol-
ogist-oncologist and presi-
dent of the American Inde-
pendent Medical Practice 
Association.

DAVID EAGLE

Guest COLUMNIST

State Rep. Garcia Wilburn
invites constituents to Halloween 

engagement opportunities
Submitted by Office 
of State Rep. Victoria 
Garcia Wilburn

State Rep. Victoria Gar-
cia Wilburn (D-Fishers) 
reminds the constituents of 
Indiana House 
District 32 that 
government and 
politics shouldn’t 
be scary. That’s 
why she is host-
ing two public 
engagement op-
portunities on 
Halloween.

House Dis-
trict 32 includes 
south Carmel, west Fish-
ers, and Nora in Indianapo-
lis. Garcia Wilburn invites 
her constituents to either 
event, no matter where 

they reside in the district. 
Please bring questions 
and concerns, and perhaps 
wear a Halloween cos-
tume, too.

• Coffee with Your 
Representative: 
8 to 10 a.m. Fri-
day, Oct. 31 at 
The Haverstick, 
Room 5/6, 9111 
Haverstick Road, 
Indianapolis.

• Public Li-
brary Tabling: 
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 31 
at Hamilton East 

Public Library, Stage Meet-
ing Room, 5 Municipal 
Drive, Fishers (also featur-
ing the Fishers Health De-
partment).

Garcia Wilburn

See Mélange . . . Page 6

http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
https://www.heritagejewelrybuyers.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
http://darindiana.org/
https://www.dar.org/
mailto:horseshoeprairiedar%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:horseshoeprairiedar%40gmail.com?subject=
https://tinyurl.com/5n8ssy5e
https://aimpa.us/
https://aimpa.us/
https://aimpa.us/
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Joella’s Hot Chicken honors America’s heroes 
with complimentary meal on Veterans Day

Submitted
Joella’s Hot Chicken 

will celebrate America’s 
heroes by offering a com-
plimentary meal to all veter-
ans and active duty military 
personnel on Veterans Day, 
Tuesday, Nov. 11. The meal 
will include two Jumbo Ten-
ders, a Southern side, one 
dipping sauce, and a drink.

To receive the offer, ac-
tive-duty and retired service 

members must present val-
id military identification or 
be in uniform. Joella’s also 
proudly offers a 10 percent 
“Heroes” discount to veter-
ans and military personnel 
every day.

“Veterans and military 
personnel give so much to 
protect our country, and we 
want to give a little back,” 
said Gavin Bush, Vice Presi-
dent at Joella’s Hot Chicken. 

“On Veterans Day, and ev-
ery day, our doors are open 
to say thank you with great 
food and a warm welcome.”

Joella’s has nine locations 
across Indiana, Kentucky, 
and Ohio. For more informa-
tion, visit Joellas.com.

Photo provided by Indiana State Police
(From left) Capitol Police Sergeant Robert Johnson, FBI Special Agent 
Thomas Del Coco, Indianapolis Zoo VP of General Operations John Gullion, 
Indianapolis Zoo Keeper Allison Hinton, USDA-OIG Special Agent Justin 
Adams, Pendleton Police Sergeant Shane Isaacs, and Pendleton Police 
Captain Lucas Traylor.

The great tortoise caper may not be 
solved yet, but the reptiles are home
Submitted by 
Indiana State Police

The Egyptian and 
Northern Spider tortoises 
taken from the Indianapolis 
Zoo earlier this month were 
found safe and uninjured on 
Tuesday afternoon, Oct. 28 
in Falls Park in Pendleton.

According to the Pend-
leton Police Department, 
at approximately 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, they received a 
call from park visitors who, 
while walking on a side-
walk behind the park’s mu-

seum, near the falls, came 
across an unattended card-
board box.

The box was said to 
have had a paper plate on 
top with a note referencing 
the Indianapolis Zoo. In-
side, the visitors found the 
two tortoises and imme-
diately called police, who 
arrived within minutes and 
took custody of them.

The tortoises were lat-
er positively identified as 
the two reported stolen af-
ter having their microchips 

scanned by Zoo personnel.
Currently, this incident 

remains under investigation 
and there is no additional 
information to release pub-
licly.

Assisting the Capitol 
Police in the recovery and 
subsequent on-going inves-
tigation are the Pendleton 
Police Department, Feder-
al Bureau of Investigation, 
United States Department 
of Agriculture-Office of In-
spector General and the In-
dianapolis Zoo.

AG’s office distributes $21.7M 
to Hoosier communities in latest 
wave of opioid settlement funds
Opioid settlements alone total over $1.1B since Rokita took office
Submitted by Office 
of AG Todd Rokita

Indiana Attorney Gen-
eral Todd Rokita is distrib-
uting $21,763,819.19 to 
Indiana cities, counties, and 
towns in the latest round of 
payments from opioid set-
tlements secured under his 
leadership.

These settlements were 
secured from companies 
that allegedly contributed to 
the state’s opioid epidemic 
through irresponsible and/
or unlawful actions.

“These funds empower 
our communities to fight 
back against the devastating 
impact of opioid addiction,” 
AG Rokita said. “While 
no settlement can undo the 
harm caused, this money 
supports critical efforts to 
prevent future crises and 
provide meaningful support 

to Hoosiers in 
need.”

The payments 
stem from settle-
ments with CVS, 
p h a r m a c e u t i -
cal distributors 
(McKesson, Car-
dinal Health, and 
AmerisourceBer-
gen), Allergan, 
and Teva. Under AG Roki-
ta’s leadership, Indiana’s 
opioid settlements now ex-
ceed $1.1 billion. 

Local governments have 
flexibility in using these 
funds, which can support 
drug disposal programs, 
drug task forces, regional 
treatment hubs, early in-
tervention, crisis support, 
and other programs aimed 
at addressing or prevent-
ing opioid use disorder 
and overdoses. Guidelines 

are available at 
in.gov/attorney-
general.

The settle-
ment framework 
maintains a 50-
50 split between 
the state and local 
governments. The 
more than $21.7 
million allocated 

to local communities rep-
resents 50 percent of this 
round’s payments, with the 
other 50 percent directed to 
the State of Indiana. Local 
communities are encour-
aged to seek information 
about the state’s share to 
access additional resources.

A detailed list of esti-
mated payments to each 
community over the full 
18-year settlement period 
is available at in.gov/attor-
neygeneral.

Rokita

Mélange
from Page 5

groundbreaking and creative 
art to central Indiana.

Audiences love the 
interactive nature of the 
Mélange performances. The 
artwork created during the 
performances is auctioned 
to audience members at the 
end of the performance.

The next production of 
the Mélange series features 
the haunting melodies of 
Jessica Crum Hawkins, the 
stunning visuals of artist 
Mayra Espino, and the art-
istry of dancer Vivien Mick-
els.

The performances are 
set for 5 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 
15 and at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 16 at The Florence, 
329 Gradle Drive, Carmel. 
Tickets are $25 for general 
admission seating and can 
be purchased at this link.

Vocalist: 
Jessica Hawkins
Jessica Hawkins says 

she is humbled to be a 
part of The Melange Se-
ries with GHDT. She be-
gan her vocal training in 
high school and focused 
on more classical training 
at Cornerstone University. 
After a long break from 
performing, she began get-
ting involved with musical 
theater in the Indianapolis 
area in 2011. She was a 
part of Gregory's, La Casa 
Azul, as “Frida Kahlo” 
in 2015, and as “Natalia 
Trotsky” in 2019.

Jessica also sang the role 
of Frida at The Music of La 
Casa Azul at the Palladium 
in 2023. Some of her fa-
vorite roles in musical the-
ater include “Aldonza” in 
Man of La Mancha (South-
bank Theatre Company), 

“Jackie Noelle” in Disas-
ter: The Musical (Buck 
Creek Players), “Clara” in 
Passion (The District The-
atre), “Paulette” in Legally 
Blonde (Footlite Musicals), 
and “Betty Haynes” in 
White Christmas (Footlite 
Musicals).

Hawkins lives in Fishers 
with her amazing husband, 
John Paul, and their rescue 
dog, Loki. She is always 
grateful to share the gifts 
God has given her, and ap-
preciates all the support 
from family and friends. 
She sends many thanks to 
Gregory Hancock for anoth-
er wonderful opportunity, 
and for his friendship.
Dancer: Vivien Mickels

Vivien Mickels hails 
from Noblesville. Her train-
ing began at En Pointe Indi-
ana Ballet, where she stud-
ied under Polyana Ribiero, 
Robert Moore, and Paige 
Robinson. She graduated 
in 2022 from Hope College 
with a BA in Dance Perfor-
mance/Choreography and 
Psychology. During her 
undergraduate studies, she 
performed in works by no-
table choreographers such 
as Matthew Farmer, Crys-
tal Frasier, Sharon Wong, 
and Linda Graham. She has 
been a member of both H2 
Dance Company and Strike 
Time Dance Theater. Addi-
tionally, she has both per-
formed and choreographed 
internationally and was the 
recipient of the DeLong 
Senior Dance Award and 
the Kurtze-Wickersheimer 
Dance Award during her 
tenure at Hope College. 
She has also been a mem-
ber of Dance Kaleidoscope, 

where she had the pleasure 
of performing in works by 
David Hochoy, Stuart Lew-
is, Manuel Valdes, Sean 
Aaron Carmen, and Joshua 
Blake Carter.

Visual Artist: 
Mayra Espino

Venezuelan-born artist, 
illustrator, and graphic de-
signer Mayra Espino has es-
tablished herself as a creator 
whose work is distinguished 
by elegance, vibrant color, 
and originality. For more 
than nine years, she has lived 
in Indiana, a place she now 
calls home and a source of 
inspiration, with its changing 
seasons, welcoming people, 
and captivating landscapes.

Her artistic proposal is 
defined by her exploration 
of flowers, landscapes, an-
imals, and portraits, where 
color plays a central role. 
The incorporation of gold 
leaf and golden details lends 
her paintings a luminous and 
sophisticated aura, becom-
ing a hallmark of her distinc-
tive style.

Espino has exhibited in 
various galleries and cultur-
al spaces, where her art has 
been praised for its emo-
tional depth and its ability to 
blend the contemporary with 
the classical. Her person-
al experience as a wife and 
mother of three sons – one 
of them with autism, who 
inspires the entire family – 
together with the unwaver-
ing support of her husband, 
who encourages her and 
contributes ideas to her cre-
ative process, nurtures her 
artistic vision. Her family is 
the driving force behind her 
work, infusing each piece 
with sensitivity, beauty, and 
humanity.

The Mélange Series at 
The Florence has been cre-
ated by GHDT Executive 
Artistic Director Gregory 
Glade Hancock and is pre-
sented by Gregory Hancock 
Dance Theatre.

Accurate
Balanced
Local News

https://lionspoker.org/
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://joellas.com/
https://www.in.gov/attorneygeneral/
https://www.in.gov/attorneygeneral/
https://www.in.gov/attorneygeneral/
https://www.in.gov/attorneygeneral/
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/the-melange-5
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SMC & Noblesville plant 45
trees for Forest Park’s Centennial
Day of Service highlights shared commitment to sustainability & city’s next 100 years of growth
Submitted

The City of Noblesville 
and SMC Corporation of 
America partnered to cel-
ebrate Forest Park’s 100th 
anniversary with a commu-
nity tree planting event on 
Tuesday, Oct. 28.

As part of the centen-
nial celebration, more than 
25 SMC employee volun-
teers will join city parks 
staff to plant 45 new trees 
throughout Forest Park. 
The project commem-
orates the park’s centu-
ry-long legacy and reflects 
the shared commitment of 
both organizations to sus-
tainability and community 
growth.

“At SMC, sustainability 
is one of our core values – 
not just in the products we 
make, but in how we engage 
with our community,” said 
Kelley Stacy, President and 
CEO of SMC Corporation 
of America. “We’re proud 
to support the City of No-
blesville and help mark this 
historic milestone by plant-
ing trees that will benefit the 
community for generations 
to come.”

The collaboration un-
derscores the strong rela-

tionship between the city 
and local employers like 
SMC, who play an active 
role in advancing com-
munity initiatives and en-
vironmental stewardship. 
Together, they’re helping 
ensure Noblesville remains 
a vibrant, sustainable place 
to live and work.

“The City of Noblesville 
is grateful to SMC Corpo-
ration for their continued 
partnership and investment 
to support sustainability 
within our community,” No-
blesville Mayor Chris Jen-
sen said. “As we celebrate 
Forest Park's 100 years, we 
must make investments now 
that will have a positive im-
pact for the next one hun-
dred years.” 

The tree planting is part 
of SMC’s annual Day of 
Service program, which en-
gages employees in volun-
teer projects that promote 
environmental stewardship 
and community well-be-
ing. For the city, the event 
adds to a series of centen-
nial activities honoring one 
of Indiana’s most beloved 
public spaces and ensuring 
it continues to thrive for the 
next 100 years.

Photos provided

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
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Songbook Foundation announces first-ever 
sponsor for music history exhibit gallery

Traditions Senior Communities serves residents throughout the Midwest
The REPORTER

A new sponsorship 
agreement with Traditions 
Senior Communities in-
cludes naming rights for the 
Great American Songbook 
Foundation’s exhibit gallery.

The Traditions Senior 
Communities Songbook 
Gallery presents exhibits 
exploring the past, present, 
and future of popular music, 
drawing from the Songbook 
Foundation’s extensive Song-
book Library & Archives.

The 500-square-foot 
space is adjacent to the or-
ganization’s offices in the 
Payne & Mencias Palladi-
um at Allied Solutions Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts. 
Visitors are welcome from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays 
and one hour in advance of 
select concerts at the Payne 
& Mencias Palladium.

The current exhib-
it, From the Jazz Age to 
Streaming: The Soundtrack 
of the 20s-20s, is on view 
through Nov. 7, followed by 
a seasonal display of arti-
facts opening in December.

Founded in 2012 and 
headquartered in Carmel, 
Traditions Senior Commu-
nities offers independent 
living, assisted living, mem-
ory care, cottages, garden 
homes, and villas at 20 loca-
tions in Indiana, Ohio, Ken-
tucky and Michigan, includ-

ing communities in Fishers, 
Westfield, Indianapolis, 
McCordsville, and Avon.

In addition to sponsor-
ing the gallery, Traditions 
also sponsored this year’s 
Songbook Academy®, the 
Songbook Foundation’s 
flagship education pro-
gram. The summer music 
intensive brings 40 of the 
nation’s most talented high 
school singers to Carmel 
each year for a rigorous 
week of workshops, mas-
terclasses and performanc-
es under the guidance of 
Songbook Foundation 
Founder Michael Feinstein, 
Broadway performers, 
university educators and 
other professionals from 

the world of arts and enter-
tainment. Feinstein recent-
ly appeared on CBS News 
Sunday Morning to discuss 
the Songbook Foundation’s 
mission of education and 
historic preservation.

“We’re proud and for-
tunate to partner with this 
great local organization as 
it gains more of the nation-
al attention it deserves,” 
said Andy Wade, President 
and Principal of Traditions. 
“The music championed by 
the Songbook Foundation 
is close to the hearts of our 
residents, and they also are 
proud that we’re helping 
to inspire and develop new 
generations of performers.”

Songbook Foundation 

Executive Director Christo-
pher Lewis said the financial 
support is welcome as the 
organization ramps up its ef-
forts to establish a freestand-
ing museum and research 
center to house the Library & 
Archives. The historical col-
lections preserve more than 
500,000 documents, images, 
recordings and other artifacts 
representing composers, lyr-
icists, performers, arrangers 
and other figures from the 
20th century foundational era 
of American popular music.

“We are grateful to Tra-
ditions Senior Communities 
for recognizing the value of 
our work,” Lewis said. “This 
partnership is a natural fit 
that we all feel good about.”

Photo provided

Verizon helps families 
stay connected after 
Hurricane Melissa

The REPORTER
Following Hurricane 

Melissa’s catastrophic Cat-
egory 5 landfall in Jamaica, 
Verizon is helping its cus-
tomers keep in touch with 
family and loved ones.

Through Nov. 12, Veri-
zon is waiving charges for 
international calls from its 
consumer and small busi-
ness* wireless and landline 
customers to Jamaica, Turks 
and Caicos, and the Baha-
mas. In addition, customers 
in Jamaica, Turks and Cai-
cos, and the Bahamas, will 
receive free calling, texting 
and data roaming. This 

also includes customers 
of Verizon-owned prepaid 
brands including Straight 
Talk, Tracfone, Total Wire-
less, Simple Mobile, Safe-
link, Walmart Family Mo-
bile, Net10, GoSmart, and 
Page Plus.

Customers do not have 
to take any action to take 
advantage of this offer. 
Calls will be rated at $0.00 
per minute.

Click here for more 
information on Verizon’s 
emergency response efforts.

*Verizon small business 
customers include custom-
ers with 50 lines or less.

Epcon celebrates model 
home grand opening at The 
Courtyards of TowneRun

The REPORTER
Epcon Communities 

has announced its model 
home grand opening for The 
Courtyards of TowneRun in 
Westfield. This is the first 
Epcon townhome model in 
the Indianapolis region.

The model home grand 
opening will take place 
noon to 5 p.m. Nov. 1 and 2 
at 14854 E. Keenan Circle. 
A food truck will be at the 
event both days.

The Courtyards of 
TowneRun offers new lux-
ury two-story townes, with 
first-floor owner’s suites, in 
a prime Westfield location. 
The community will offer 
two home designs ranging 
from 1,350 to 2,850 square 
feet. Starting from upper 
$300,000s, the communi-
ty will offer 40 home sites. 
Amenities include a lounge 
with covered porch and fire-
pit, parkette and walkability 
to new retail shops and Life 
Time Athletic Country Club.

“We’re proud and excit-
ed to introduce Epcon’s first 

townhome in Indianapolis,” 
Robyn Crawford, presi-
dent of Epcon Communi-
ties in Indianapolis. “With 
our unique townhome of-
fering, The Courtyards of 
TowneRun offers every-
thing buyers love in an Ep-
con home – single-level liv-
ing, private courtyards and 
a low-maintenance lifestyle 
– at a desirable price point 
to reach a broader market.”

“Our townhome prod-
ucts are unique with main 
level living and private 
courtyards offering private 
outdoor space,” said Kara 
Shipman, regional sales di-
rector for Epcon Commu-
nities in Indianapolis. “The 
Courtyards of TowneRun 
offers an elevated lifestyle 
because of the location. We 
envision homeowners tak-
ing golf carts and living an 
active lifestyle with a lot of 
time outdoors, in the nearby 
retail area and with family, 
friends and neighbors.”

For more information, 
visit epconindianapolis.com. 

Have a Bank of America card? You can visit
two area museums for free this weekend

The REPORTER
Bank of America, Mer-

rill, and Bank of America 
Private Bank cardhold-
ers offer ways to get out 
and learn about the world 
around them with free gen-
eral admission to local cul-
tural attractions with Muse-
ums on Us.

The program provides 

bank credit and debit card-
holders free general admis-
sion to some of America’s 
favorite museums and cul-
tural institutions. As part 
of Museums on Us, more 
than 225 of the country’s 
most prominent cultural 
institutions welcome bank 
cardholders in for free on 
the first full weekend of 

each month.
This weekend – Satur-

day, Nov. 1 and Sunday, 
Nov. 2 – two area museums 
will participate in the Muse-
ums on Us program:

• Conner Prairie Mu-
seum, 13400 Allisonville 
Road, Fishers

• Indianapolis Museum 
of Art at Newfields, 4000 

N. Michigan Road, India-
napolis

For more information 
about Museums on Us, in-
cluding access to a full list 
and locations of participating 
museums while on-the-go, 
please click here. Register 
for email notifications about 
Bank of America’s Arts & 
Culture programs here.

mailto:speakingtruthinlove4.15%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.verizon.com/about/news/emergency-resource-center
http://www.epconindianapolis.com/
https://about.bankofamerica.com/en/making-an-impact/museums-on-us-partners
https://about.bankofamerica.com/en/making-an-impact/arts-and-culture
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beefandboards.com | 317.872.9664

Based on the hilarious film*!

*Tootsie is rated R for strong adult language and themes

Now on stage!Now on stage!

https://beefandboards.com
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Braun, Beckwith confident Indiana 
Senate GOP will support redistricting
By GARRETT BERGQUIST
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Gov. Mike Braun and 
Lt. Gov. Micah Beckwith on 
Tuesday said they were not 
concerned by reports Sen-
ate Republicans don’t have 
the votes to support redraw-
ing Indiana’s congressional 
maps.

For the second day in a 
row, Braun would not an-
swer questions about the 
special session he has called 
for Nov. 3. He did not an-
swer reporters’ questions 
as he left the National FFA 
Convention & Expo kickoff 
luncheon other than brief-
ly saying “I think so” when 
asked if Senate Republicans 
will have enough votes to ap-
prove the maps.

Senate Republican lead-
ers have said more than once 
“the votes aren’t there for 
redistricting,” most recently 
on Monday morning within 
an hour of the governor’s an-
nouncement. This contrasts 
with the House, where House 
Speaker Todd Huston’s of-
fice on Monday said enough 
of that chamber’s Republi-
cans support new maps. 

Beckwith, who is the 
ceremonial president of the 
Senate by virtue of his posi-
tion as lieutenant governor, 
said he and Braun are both 
trying to move senators into 

the “yes” column.
“We’re not 

s t r o n g - a r m i n g 
anybody,” Beck-
with said. “I think 
the president’s 
done a great job of 
calling especial-
ly the Senate and 
saying, we’re not 
forcing you to do 
anything, senators, 
but this is why we 
think this is so 
important to take 
back some of the 
voice that we’ve 
unfairly lost in 
Washington from 
gerrymandering 
and poor census 
data from other 
states that have done nefar-
ious things in their census 
data.”

Several Republican state 
senators have publicly stated 
they support redrawing the 
maps. They include Senate 
Majority Leader Chris Gar-
ten along with Sens. Ron 
Alting, Mike Gaskill, Daryl 
Schmitt, Liz Brown, Tyler 
Johnson, and Justin Busch. 

West Lafayette’s Spencer 
Deery notably is still a public 
“no” vote. In a video posted 
to social media Monday, the 
senator again said he does 
not believe it’s right to re-
draw the maps mid-decade. 

At least one senator is 

publicly encour-
aging their constit-
uents to weigh in. 
Terre Haute’s Sen. 
Greg Goode has 
called a listening 
session for 10:30 
a.m. Saturday at 
Terre Haute City 
Hall.

On Tuesday 
morning, voting 
rights groups op-
posed to redis-
tricting, including 
Common Cause 
Indiana and the 
League of Wom-
en Voters, brought 
care packages to 
the Senate offic-
es. Each one con-

tained energy drinks, snacks 
and a map showing the geo-
graphic distribution of sig-
natures on petitions against 
redistricting. 

Julia Vaughn, executive 
director of Common Cause 
Indiana, said she wants 
senators to “stay strong” 
amid pressure from Braun 
and Beckwith and from the 
Trump administration.

“Obviously, the bullying 
is working for some folks 
and that’s why we want to 
continue to lift up the voices 
of the majority of Hoosiers 
that oppose this,” she said. 
“We think that, in the end, 
we can win this and we’ve 

just got to continue to lift up 
those voices and remind our 
legislators that they represent 
us, not folks in Washington, 
D.C., with purely political 
motivations.”

The lieutenant governor 
can vote to break a tie in the 
50-member Senate but has 
no vote at any other time. 
Beckwith said he’s ready to 
fulfill the tiebreaker role if 
needed but he doesn’t expect 
to. He said he expects new 
maps would receive “27 or 
28” votes in favor from Sen-
ate Republicans. Asked if he 
believes new maps would be 
worth the cost of a lawsuit, 
especially if the courts strike 
down the maps, Beckwith re-
plied he hopes a lawsuit does 
happen so courts can rule 
once and for all how states 
should approach redistricting.

“Indiana is basically 
saying, if [blue states] get 
to play by their rules, then 
we’re forced to play by our 
rules,” he said. “I don’t par-
ticularly like that. In a perfect 
world, I would be against re-
districting if I could count 
on that the other states were 
playing by the same rules we 
were playing by. I hope the 
courts get involved.”

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/news/politics/
indiana-redistricting-sen-
ate-republicans.

Braun

Beckwith

Hamilton County Democrats 
condemn upcoming special 

session on redistricting
Submitted

On Wednesday, Oct. 29, 
the Hamilton County Dem-
ocratic Party announced its 
condemnation of 
Governor Mike 
Braun’s decision 
to call lawmakers 
back to the State-
house on Nov. 3 
for a special ses-
sion on redistrict-
ing, a move they 
say is widely seen 
as a partisan and 
costly attempt to 
manipulate In-
diana’s elections 
under pressure 
from the Trump 
Administration. 

After weeks 
of claiming he 
would “listen to 
lawmakers,” Gov. 
Braun announced 
the session de-
spite reports that 
the Indiana Sen-
ate still lacks the 
votes necessary to 
proceed. 

“This has 
nothing to do with 
helping Hoo-
siers. It's about 
Braun’s loyalty to 
Trump,” said Josh 
Lowry, Chair of the Hamil-
ton County Democratic Par-
ty. “Even Hamilton County 
Republican Representatives 
Hunter Smith and Danny 
Lopez have also voiced their 
opposition to the redistrict-
ing plan, and we hope they 
don’t cave under the pres-
sure because Hoosiers’ lives 
are more important than ap-
peasing Washington.” 

The session comes as 
thousands of Hoosiers re-
lying on SNAP benefits are 
set to receive no assistance 
for November.

State Senator J.D. Ford 
(D-Indianapolis) under-
scored the ethical concerns.

“If President Donald 

Trump is pressuring law-
makers directly, we cannot 
ignore a blatant conflict of 
interest when it comes to 

making decisions 
on future congres-
sional maps,” Ford 
said. “If there were 
genuine concerns 
with our current 
maps, we should 
move forward 
with an indepen-
dent redistricting 
commission to ad-
dress them.”

State Repre-
sentative Victoria 
Garcia Wilburn 
( D - H a m i l t o n 
County) called for 
unity and focus 
on real priorities.

“In Indiana, 
our tradition has 
always been clear: 
we redraw district 
maps after the na-
tional census,” 
Garcia Wilburn 
said. “That pre-
dictable process is 
what Hoosiers ex-
pect and deserve. 
Now, as working 
families struggle to 
pay their bills and 
afford healthcare, 

this is no time to play polit-
ical games with an unprece-
dented mid-decade redistrict-
ing. I urge Hamilton County 
legislators to stand united and 
reject this costly special ses-
sion. We can be patriots – loy-
al not to partisanship, but to 
the people we represent.”

Hamilton County Dem-
ocrats urge citizens to call 
their State Senators at (317) 
232-9400 every day leading 
up to Nov. 3 and oppose any 
effort to redraw Indiana’s 
maps mid-decade.

To learn more about 
how to get involved with 
the Hamilton County Dem-
ocratic Party, visit hamco-
demsin.org.

Ford

Garcia Wilburn

Lowry

Submitted
On Wednesday, Oct. 

29, Indiana House Speaker 
Todd Huston (R-Fishers) is-
sues the following statement 
regarding the upcoming 
special session to discuss 
redistricting.

House Republicans are 
working on scheduling and 
have been in communication 
with our colleagues in the 
Senate about the logistics of 
convening the General As-

sembly following 
the Governor’s 
call for a special 
session.

Per Indiana 
code, the General 
Assembly has up 
to 40 days to con-
duct legislative 
business in a spe-
cial session. Giv-
en the calendar and member 
availability, we will not be 
convening on Nov. 3 but are 

working within 
this general time 
frame as we con-
sider the sched-
ule. 

During the 
2022 special ses-
sion, the Gov-
ernor called the 
General Assem-
bly into session 

on July 6, the Legislature 
convened on July 25 and 
session ended on Aug. 5.

Additionally, the Gen-
eral Assembly is statutorily 
required to convene for Or-
ganization Day on Tuesday, 
Nov. 18, which is the offi-
cial start of the 2026 regular 
session. 

As always, our goal is 
to accomplish our work in 
a way that is most efficient 
and cost effective for Hoo-
sier taxpayers. Our plan is to 
have a legislative schedule 
out as soon as possible.

Huston

Speaker Huston outlines timeframe for special session

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/indiana-redistricting-senate-republicans
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/indiana-redistricting-senate-republicans
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/indiana-redistricting-senate-republicans
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/indiana-redistricting-senate-republicans
https://www.hamcodemsin.org/
https://www.hamcodemsin.org/
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Today’s Bible Reading
The Arrangement of the Tribal Camps

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron: “The 
Israelites are to camp around the tent of meeting 
some distance from it, each of them under their 
standard and holding the banners of their family.”

On the east, toward the sunrise, the divisions 
of the camp of Judah are to encamp under their 
standard. The leader of the people of Judah 
is Nahshon son of Amminadab. His division 
numbers 74,600.

The tribe of Issachar will camp next to them. 
The leader of the people of Issachar is Nethanel 
son of Zuar. His division numbers 54,400.

The tribe of Zebulun will be next. The leader of 
the people of Zebulun is Eliab son of Helon. His 
division numbers 57,400.

All the men assigned to the camp of Judah, 
according to their divisions, number 186,400. 
They will set out first.

On the south will be the divisions of the camp 
of Reuben under their standard. The leader of the 
people of Reuben is Elizur son of Shedeur. His 
division numbers 46,500.

The tribe of Simeon will camp next to them. The 
leader of the people of Simeon is Shelumiel son of 
Zurishaddai. His division numbers 59,300.

The tribe of Gad will be next. The leader of 
the people of Gad is Eliasaph son of Deuel. His 
division numbers 45,650.

All the men assigned to the camp of Reuben, 
according to their divisions, number 151,450. 
They will set out second.

Numbers 2:1-16 (NIV)The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

Hamilton 
County 

Reporter
Contact Information

Email
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Web Address
ReadTheReporter.com

Publisher Stu Clampitt
765-365-2316

Subscription Inquiries
Subscribe@ReadTheReporter.com

765-585-9519

Advertising & Public Notices
Ads@ReadTheReporter.com

765-365-2316

Sports Editor Richie Hall
Sports@ReadTheReporter.com

Twitter: @Richie_Hall

Mailing Address
136 S. 9th St., Suite 12
Noblesville, IN  46060

112 Pinehurst Avenue
FISHERS

Stunning 3BR, 2BA brick 
ranch on .61 wooded acres in 
Fishers featuring a remodeled 
kitchen, vaulted great room, 
sunroom, deck, and heated 
garage on a peaceful private 

cul-de-sac. A slice of paradise!
Listed at $599,900

PENDING!
NEW  

LISTING!
NEW  

LISTING!
NEW  

LISTING!
NEW  

LISTING!
21407 Hanstock Drive

NOBLESVILLE 
11405 Haverstick Road

CARMEL
1307 Cliff View Drive

WESTFIELD
19173 Fox Chase Drive

NOBLESVILLE
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F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS“Speak 
to Deak!” www.speaktodeak.com

317.695.6032  Jennifer  | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer

Welcome to Prairie Crossing! 
This charming 3BR/2 BA ranch 
features a convenient split floor 

plan, woodburning fireplace, and 
laminate floors. The spacious 
kitchen has a walk-in pantry. 

Enjoy the screened porch, deck, 
privacy fence, and a new roof.

Listed at $289,900

Cozy 4BR/ 3BA home offers 
a soaring great room, granite 

kitchen, sunroom with wildlife 
views, and outdoor living 
spaces including pergola, 

firepit, and pond. Three-car 
garage completes this peaceful, 

convenient retreat.
Listed at $ 484,900

This immaculate ranch in 
Carmel boasts custom touches, 

hardwood floors, crown 
molding, a stone fireplace, and 
a relaxing sunroom. It sits on 
.37 acres, a four-minute walk 
to Woodbrook Elementary. 

Spotless basement and garage.
Listed at $409,900

This 4BR/2.5BA home with a 
3-car garage offers a covered 

front porch overlooking  
a pond. Flexible living spaces,  

a 2-story great room with 
fireplace, and a spacious kitchen. 

Primary bedroom features  
a spa-like bath.

Listed at $499,900 

NOTICE OF ABANDONED VEHICLE
Suzuki Motorcycle
If not claimed, vehicle will be towed at owner’s expense. 
Vehicle location is:
3110 N. National Rd.
Columbus, IN 47201 

R6933	 10/30, 10/31, 11/3, 11/4, 11/5, 11/6, 11/7/25

— County —

Meeting Notice
TriCo Regional Sewer Utility will hold a Capital and Construction 

Committee meeting at 4:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 3, 2025, at 7236 May-
flower Park Drive, Zionsville.

Richard Bottorff
February 14, 1945 – October 25, 2025

Richard Lee Bottorff, 84, Noblesville, passed away on 
October 25, 2025.

Throughout his life, Richard was 
deeply committed to serving his com-
munity. He dedicated his career to 
education as both a teacher and guid-
ance counselor, positively impacting 
thousands of middle and high school 
students. His work took him to schools 
in Seymour, Ind.; Houston, Texas; and 
Elkhart, Ind.

Richard remained active and engaged with those around 
him, forming friendships wherever he went. He maintained 
a strong presence in his family’s life and is remembered 
by his two daughters, Debbie (Tom) Stephens and Karen 
Colvin; eight grandchildren; and nine great-grandchildren.

In his later years, Richard enjoyed following local 
sports teams, especially Indiana University football, the In-
diana Pacers, the Indianapolis Colts, and Cincinnati base-
ball. He also took great joy in attending the activities of his 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Faith played a central role in Richard’s life. He was pas-
sionate about his church community and found fulfillment 
in serving as a Sunday morning greeter. An avid animal lov-
er, he had a special fondness for dogs, birds, and squirrels.

Richard’s warm smile, quick wit, and love for card 
games will be fondly remembered by those who knew him. 
May his memory bring comfort to all who shared in his life.

Family and Friends will gather at 10 a.m. Friday, Octo-
ber 31, 2025, at Venture Christian Church, 14501 Hazel Dell 
Pkwy., Carmel, where the Funeral Service will follow at noon.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations in mem-
ory of Richard to be directed to the Humane Society for 
Hamilton County, 10401 Hague Road, Fishers, IN 46038.

Bussell Family Funerals is privileged to assist the fam-
ily in arrangements.

Condolences: bussellfamilyfunerals.com

Bruce Carlstedt
August 17, 1943 – October 20, 2025

Bruce Charles Carlstedt, 82, Westfield, passed away 
on October 20, 2025. Born on Au-
gust 17, 1943, in Batavia, Ill., he was 
the son of the late Harold “Bud” and 
Edith Carlstedt.

There’s no way to keep Bruce’s sto-
ry short – his life was too full and his 
impact too deep. He was loved and re-
spected by so many. Bruce never uttered 
a swear word, never raised his voice, 
and was always there as the proud 

“cheerleader” for all of his grandkids’ countless events. He 
loved fishing – throughout his life it was both his passion 
and his peace – and he especially enjoyed passing that love 
on to his grandchildren. Bruce also had an eye for capturing 
life’s moments, taking photos both for joy and to mark the 
memories that mattered most. He really enjoyed breakfast 
with family members and friends, never enough coffee! A 
proud Illinois native, he was a loyal fan of the Chicago Bears 
and the Chicago Cubs. Above all, Bruce cherished his wife, 
Sharon, his devoted partner of 58 years. A fierce family man 
and the steady rock of his family, Bruce’s quiet strength and 
boundless love will be forever remembered.

Bruce’s life began in Batavia, Ill., where he attend-
ed Batavia High School, graduating in 1961. He was the 
oldest of three brothers. Losing his mother while in high 
school and his father during college created a deep con-
nection with the Carlstedt and Batavia families. After high 
school, Bruce earned his B.S. (1966) and Ph.D. (1971) 
from the University of Illinois Medical Center, where he 
was a proud member of the Phi Delta Chi fraternity.

Over his 39-year career at Purdue, Dr. Carlstedt became a 
respected Professor of Pharmacy Practice, publishing numer-
ous scholarly articles and presenting nationally on clinical 
decision support, medication safety, and computer applica-
tions in pharmacy. He was honored with Indiana’s prestigious 
Sagamore of the Wabash Award for his distinguished service 
and leadership. Bruce was the first Purdue pharmacy faculty 
member placed at the IU Medical Center, where he pioneered 
clinical education programs that became the foundation for 
pharmacy practice training in Indianapolis.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by 
his brother Paul Carlstedt.

Bruce is survived by his loving wife, Sharon; children; 
Eric, Heather (John), Matt (Melissa), and Tim; six grand-
children; and brother, Pete.

Family and friends gathered on Monday, October 27, 
2025, at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church, 
where the Mass of Christian Burial took place Tuesday, 
October 28. Bruce was laid to rest in Carmel Cemetery.

Please visit bussellfamilyfunerals.com to read Bruce’s 
complete obituary.

Arrangements entrusted to Bussell Family Funerals. Thanks for reading!
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By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

FISHERS – The play-
ers on this year’s Fishers 
girls basketball team may be 
new to on-court experience, 
but they are already proven 
leaders. 

That was the observation 
from the Tigers’ scrimmage 
with McCutcheon, which 
took place Wednesday night 
at the Tiger Den. Fishers has 
five seniors, five juniors and 
two sophomores on its varsity 
roster, including a few famil-
iar names from last season.

“Our leadership is excel-
lent from a culture standpoint 
and they way they’ve spent a 
lot of time this offseason de-
veloping what they want this 
program to do,” said Fishers 
coach Lauren Votaw. “And 
our seniors have just done an 
excellent job of that.

“As far as on-the-court 
experience, we do not have 
a lot of it, but this group is 
exceptionally coachable. 
They’re really fun to be 
around every day and I’ve 
seen steps. Even tonight, 
that was better than when I 
filmed our intersquad.”

The Tigers graduated 
two top seniors, leading 
scorer Nevaeh Dickman 
and Allison Scheu, while 
now-sophomore Riley 
Schellhammer transferred 
to Lawrence Central. At 
the same time, Fishers does 
have a couple of players on 
last year’s roster who played 
supporting roles and will be 
moving into the spotlight 
this season.

Senior Natalie Thomas, 
a 6-2 center, brings the most 
points back, averaging 4.1 
points per season. Thom-
as also had respectable re-
bounding numbers, grabbing 
2.6 per game.

“Natalie is going to be 
a big part of what we do,” 
said Votaw. “We haven’t 
had a post-centric offense in 
a long time.”

Another senior, Makayla 
Triplett, averaged 2.1 points 
and 2.4 rebounds last win-
ter. Triplett also proved the 
enthusiasm of the Tigers 
team: after making a tough 
second-half basket during 
the scrimmage, the Fishers 
bench cheered wildly.

“I was really proud of the 
way they cheered during the 

fifth quarter there for the [ju-
nior varsity], and I thought 
that their bench engagement 
was excellent,” said Votaw. 
“And that is not something 
that I’ve had to address at all. 
I love where we are in a lot 
of aspects.”

Seniors Nicole Ellison 
and Akya Koenig also re-
turn, while Brooklynn Hud-
nut is a newcomer. Junior 
Alanna Anthony has been 
playing varsity minutes 
since her freshman year; she 
brings back 1.9 points and 
2.3 rebounds from last year, 
her sophomore season. 

Delaney Wilson and 
Caroline Kirkendall also 
got minutes as sophomores, 
while Audrey Love and Lil-
lian Burns are new to varsity. 
Sophomores Ella Burleson 
and Reagan Reiff both got 
playing time as freshmen.

Votaw said her team will 
play “at a slower pace, not 
slow” this year on offense, 
while the defense will play 
more zone than it has in past 
years. That way, the Tigers 
can take advantage of the 
length the team has.

“This is the longest 
team I’ve ever coached,” 

said Votaw. She read off the 
heights of some of her play-
ers, including Reiff (6-0), 
Triplett (5-11), Burns (6-1), 
Anthony (5-10) and the 6-2 
Thomas.

“That’s the most length 
we’ve had,” said Votaw.

Fishers hosts Ben Davis 
next Tuesday to begin the 
regular season. The Tigers 
start Hoosier Crossroads 
Conference play Nov. 21 at 
Westfield, which will also 
likely be the last game for 
Votaw before she takes ma-

ternity leave – Votaw and her 
husband are adopting a baby. 

Assistant coach Bill 
Thomas (Natalie’s dad) will 
take over in the interim be-
fore Votaw returns, “for 
the Carmel game, Senior 
Night,” on Jan. 20.
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Noblesville, IN 46060
6,935 Sq Ft. | $2,690,000

12131 E. 196th Street
20-acre luxury estate 

now available
Welcome to one of Hamilton County’s 
most stunning properties! This elegant 

home features scenic views, a cozy 
sitting room, spacious family room, 
and grand dining room. The kitchen 

blends charm and modern appliances. 
Bedrooms include custom fireplaces 

and leaded glass. A luxurious primary 
suite offers a spa-like ensuite.

Upstairs includes a home theater, game 
room, and kitchenette. Outdoors, enjoy 
a courtyard with water feature, garages 

for 10+ cars, heated workshops, and 
equestrian facilities with 60’x100’ riding 
arena as well as five fenced pastures for 
your endless outdoor riding enjoyment. 

Mike Navarro / File photo
Guerin Catholic’s Kolbe Klee has made 37 
receptions, including four touchdowns.

Class 3A Sectional 29 semifinals: Crawfordsville 
at No. 16 Guerin Catholic, Cascade at Tri-West

By CRAIG ADKINS
For The Reporter

Crawfordsville  
Athenians (5-5) at 

No. 16 Guerin Catholic 
Golden Eagles (6-4)
The Golden Eagles and 

Athenians have met just 
once. Guerin won that 2018 
sectional matchup, 49-19.

Head coach Brad Clark 
is 12-28 in his fourth sea-
son.

Crawfordsville blanked 
Speedway at home in last 
week’s first round, 35-0. 
The Athenians have won 
three of the last four. 

The trio of Diego Vel-
asco (475 yards), Maddox 
Ronco (423) and Mason 
McCarty (422) have com-
bined for 238 carries and 
1,320 yards (5.5 per rush), 

along with 19 touchdowns. 
McCarty has also 

thrown for 653 yards and 
seven TDs, 159 and two 
scores to Landon Gerold.

Daniel Surface is the 
leader on defense with 111 
tackles, four caused fum-
bles and one recovery. Co-
hen McClamroch and Jaxon 
Wireman each have three 
interceptions, while Logan 
Lowe and Tyler Hinton both 
have recovered two fum-
bles.

Tom Dilley is in his 
12th year at Guerin with a 
76-55 mark. GC is look-
ing to advance to its third 
sectional championship in 
four years, but hasn’t won 
a sectional since 2014, Dil-
ley’s first season at Guerin. 
The Golden Eagles are on a 
three-game win streak head-

ing into tomorrow night’s 
semifinal.

Guerin Catholic opened 
the sectional last week with 
a 36-21 win at Hamilton 
Heights. The Golden Eagles 
jumped out to a 17-0 lead 
and led 36-14 at the half on 
their way to the win.

Senior quarterback 
Quentin Klee has thrown 
for 2,101 yards on 165 of 
278 for 59.4 percent with 17 
touchdown passes and just 
five interceptions. Klee has 
also ran for 172 yards and a 
score.

Senior running back 
Jack Linden leads Guerin in 
rushing with 591 yards on 
122 runs with eight touch-
downs. Linden is also dan-
gerous in the flats with 29 
catches, good for third on 
the team, for 335 yards and 

three TDs.
Junior Isaiah Lewis tops 

a balanced receiving corps 
with 665 yards on 49 recep-
tions. Lewis is tied for the 
lead with sophomore Kolbe 
Klee with four touchdowns, 
while Kolbe has caught 37 
for 438. Aidan Horn has 
25 grabs for 325 and Trev-
or Macey 15 for 252, each 
scoring twice.

Sophomore Erik So-
rensen paces the defense 
with 78 tackles. Classmate 
Jack Wilson has 64 stops, 
with senior James Moody 
right behind with 63 and 
two interceptions. Seniors 
Nolan Ratcliff (two inter-
ceptions) and JB Ford (two 
fumble recoveries, intercep-
tion) lead a solid secondary.

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Fishers junior Caroline Kirkendall gets ready to shoot the ball during the 
Tigers’ scrimmage with McCutcheon Wednesday.

Fishers already excelling in leadership
Coachable and long Tigers start season next Tuesday

Girls Basketball

Football Sectional Previews

See Football . . . Page 13
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By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

Carmel boys soccer 
coach Shane Schmidt said 
that he is a “defender at 
heart.”

That’s why he is “super 
proud” of his team’s defen-
sive effort during the IHSAA 
postseason. That defense 
is also the reason why the 
No. 3-ranked Greyhounds 
are playing in the Class 3A 
state championship game, 
which takes place at 4 p.m. 
Saturday at IU Indianapolis’ 
Michael Carroll Stadium.

Carmel has pitched a 
shutout in all six of the post-
season games it has played 
– part of a streak that has 
lasted for over a month. The 
Hounds last gave up a goal 
on Sept. 23 when they tied 
with Noblesville 1-1.

Since then, Carmel has 
won nine straight shutout 
games. One of those was 
against Harrison, the team 
that the Greyhounds will 
play in the state champion-
ship contest. Carmel won 
1-0 Sept. 30 on the Raiders’ 
field.

“They were very 
good,” Schmidt said of No. 
5-ranked Harrison, the de-
fending 3A state champion. 
“They played well. They 
had two guys that were their 
centerpieces.”

Those players are junior 
Adan Robles (#10), who is 
the co-leader in goals scored 

for the Raiders with 19 and 
has also dished out four as-
sists. Senior Franklin Cace-
res (#11) was the other play-
er; he leads in assists with 
13 and has also scored nine 
goals.

Senior Joey McKenna Jr. 
is the other co-leader in goals 
scored with 19 and has hand-
ed out seven assists as well.

Harrison began its post-
season run by winning the 
Logansport sectional. The 
Raiders beat Kokomo 10-2 
in the first round, edged 
out McCutcheon 1-0 in the 
semifinals and took care of 
the host Berries 4-1 in the 
championship.

In the regional, Harrison 
beat No. 10 Hamilton South-
eastern 2-1 at the Raiders’ 
field, then won a shootout 
with No. 20 Homestead to 
win the championship at 
Kokomo. Harrison defeated 
No. 18 South Bend Adams 
1-0 to claim the Chesterton 
semi-state.

Carmel started the 
tournament with a win at 
the Noblesville sectional. 
The Hounds began with 
a 2-0 first-round victory 
over North Central, won a 
shootout over No. 11 No-
blesville and beat No. 19 Zi-
onsville 2-0 to win their fifth 
consecutive sectional title.

Carmel hosted both of 
its regional games. The 
Greyhounds got past Law-
rence North 1-0 in the semi-
finals, then knocked off No. 

1 Brownsburg 2-0 to win 
the championship. Carmel 
played No. 7 Bloomington 
South in the Martinsville 
semi-state and blasted a 5-0 
victory.

The Greyhounds have 
balanced scoring: seven 
players have at least three 
goals to their credit. The 
scoring leader is senior Troy 
Enslin with nine.

A lineup switch involv-
ing Enslin helped Carmel 
with its late-season success. 
Enslin had been starting up 
top, but the Hounds started 
playing senior Curtis Droste 
in that position, then bring 
Enslin in later in the game. 

Carmel started 
switch in its reg-
ular-season game 
with Harrison.

“We tried that 
for the first time 
and Troy came 
in and scored 
the only goal of 
the game,” said 
Schmidt.

Enslin has stepped up for 
the Greyhounds, scoring the 
game-winners against North 
Central, Zionsville and 
Brownsburg. He made an 
assist in the semi-state game, 
“so he’s been super-produc-
tive,” said Schmidt.

Senior Evan Bardos put 

in three goals for 
Carmel against 
B l o o m i n g t o n 
South in the semi-
state.

“He doubled 
his season total 
in one game,” 
said Schmidt. “He 
works so hard and 
gives everything 

in every game.”
Of course, it all comes 

back to the defense. Schmidt 
is quick to credit his players 
– “they’re the ones that exe-
cute the Xs and Os,” he said. 
“They take pride in what 
they do and how they play 
and everything else.”

The list includes senior 
midfielders Quinn Wu, Max 
Housholder and Alex Rubin, 
along with senior defender 
Saaketh Tadikonda. 

Wu has seven goals and 
seven assists, while senior 
Xander Dora has six assists. 
Junior Mikey Kubek has 
dished out eight assists, but 
he was injured during the re-
gional and is unable to play 
in the state championship 
game. Bardos and sopho-
more Jet Truitt each have 
scored six goals.

Junior goalkeeper Gray 
Morgan has 55 saves and 
a goal against average of 
0.439.
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Enslin

No. 3 Cascade Cadets 
(10-0) at No. 8 Tri-West 

Bruins (7-3)
The Cadets road trips 

17 miles north from Clay-
ton to Lizton to face the 
Bruins. This is the 29th 
meeting between the two, 
with Tri-West holding 
a commanding 25-3 re-
cord, including 5-0 in the 
playoffs. They met in last 
year’s sectional semifinal, 
won by the Bruins (37-
35).

Cascade is one of the 
highest scoring teams in 
the state at 58.4 per game. 
The Cadets did just that 
over Indianapolis Wash-
ington last week in the 
sectional opener, 58-0. 
Their lowest output was 
in Week 2 at Danville (41-

25), otherwise Cascade 
hasn’t been challenged, 
winning by an average of 
49.8 per contest.

Head coach Connon 
Simmons is 38-26 in his 
sixth year. 

The Cadets were 7-0 
in the Monon Conference, 
taking down Southmont, 
Western Boone, Greencas-
tle, North Putnam, Craw-
fordsville, North Mont-
gomery and Frankfort.

Brady Trebley now 
has 1,612 yards, 24 touch-
down passes and zero in-
terceptions. Dayton Mink 
has 603 rushing yards 
and 14 scores, while Toby 
Savini has 10 TDs (2 last 
week) and 542 yards.

The Bruins won at West 
Vigo last week, 35-14.

Tri-West finished sec-
ond to Triton Central 
in the Hoosier Legends 
Conference, where they 
also compete with Indian 
Creek, Speedway, Beech 
Grove and Monrovia.

Head coach Jason 
Ward is 60-22 in his sev-
enth year, winning three 
sectionals titles in the last 
four years. 

Quarterback Jack Sor-
gi is fifth in the state (first 
in 3A) with 2,628 passing 
yards and 29 TDs. Wanson 
Hall leads the rushing with 
525 yards and five scores, 
along with Carter Cum-
mings (949), Jax Garver 
(685), Quinten Alexan-
der (421) and Eli Morgan 
(350) have combined for 
27 receiving touchdowns.

Football
from Page 12

Richie Hall / File photo
Carmel’s Quinn Wu has scored seven goals and made seven assists for the Greyhounds this season.

Boys Soccer State Previews

Defensive-minded Hounds
ready for Harrison rematch

Calm Golden Eagles take on Chatard for state title
By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

The further the Guerin 
Catholic boys soccer team 
goes in the postseason, the 
calmer the Golden Eagles 
seem to be.

Guerin Catholic is plen-
ty excited, of course, to be 
in the Class 2A state cham-
pionship game, in which the 
No. 2-ranked Golden Eagles 
play No. 11 Bishop Chatard 
at 6 p.m. Friday at IU Indi-
anapolis’ Michael Carroll 
Stadium. It’s the first time 
GC has played for a boys 
soccer state title since the 
Golden Eagles won back-
to-back 1A championships 
in 2013-14, during the two-
class era.

Guerin Catholic coach 
Jim Alvarez said the team 
has taken the approach of 
“one game at a time and if 
we win six games, we win 
the state title.” The coach 
said the team was nervous 
to get out of the sectional, 
and once the Golden Ea-
gles did, “it was almost 
like a relief.”

Since then, Alvarez 

said the team “calmed back 
down and they just have 
kept increasing their inten-
sity, they way that they play. 
They feel like they’re on a 
mission.”

Taking on the Trojans is 

the last part of that mission, 
and it means getting another 
victory this year against a 
Circle City Conference ri-
val. The two teams met on 
Sept. 6 and Guerin Catholic 
won 4-2.

“We play them every 
year,” said Alvarez. “I’ve 
made sure that the boys are 
very aware that Chatard 

made it to the semi-state last 
year and that Chatard feels 
like they should be in the 
state finals.”

The Trojans are 11-
7-2 and came out of the 

Richie Hall / File photo Mike Navarro / File photo

(LEFT) Guerin Catholic’s Christian Zermeno (left) and Ryan McGrath (right) have been two of the Golden Eagles’ senior leaders 
this year. Zermeno has 19 goals and 23 assists to his credit, while the goalkeeper McGrath has nine shutouts. (RIGHT) Guerin 
Catholic’s Will Scheu has scored 23 goals and handed out 20 assists.

See Calm . . . Page 14
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2026 IMS event tickets on sale 
now at IMS.com, ticket office

Submitted by IMS
Tickets for marquee 

events in 2026 at India-
napolis Motor Speedway 
– including the 110th Indi-
anapolis 500 presented by 
Gainbridge, the Brickyard 
400 presented by PPG and 
the TireRack.com Battle on 
the Bricks – are on sale on-
line at IMS.com and at the 
IMS Ticket Office.

The IMS Ticket Office 
is located on the first floor 
of the IMS Administration 
Building at 4790 W. 16th 
St. in Indianapolis. Hours 
of operation are 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Tickets also can be 
purchased by calling 317-
492-6700.

“2025 was another un-
forgettable season at IMS, 
but it’s time to start look-
ing forward to the 2026 
schedule and preparing 
to welcome fans back to 
the Racing Capital of the 
World,” INDYCAR and 
IMS President J. Douglas 
Boles said. “Buying now 
not only locks in an excit-
ing and world-class expe-
rience at IMS in 2026 but 
locks in the best available 
seats at the lowest prices. 
We can’t wait to see you.”

Tickets for the follow-
ing 2026 events are on sale 
at IMS.com and the Ticket 

Office:
• Sonsio Grand Prix: 

Saturday, May 9
• Miller Lite Carb Day: 

Friday, May 22
• Legends Day: Satur-

day, May 23
• 110th Indianapolis 500 

presented by Gainbridge: 
Sunday, May 24

• Indy 500 Coors Light 
Snake Pit: Sunday, May 24

• Brickyard Vintage 
Racing Invitational: Satur-
day, June 20 and Sunday, 
June 21

• NASCAR O’Reilly 
Auto Parts Series Pennzoil 
250: Saturday, July 25

• NASCAR Cup Series 
Brickyard 400 presented by 
PPG: Sunday, July 26

• IMSA TireRack.com 
Battle on the Bricks: Friday, 

Sept. 18 and Sunday, Sept. 
20

• Intercontinental GT 
Indianapolis 8 Hour: Friday, 
Oct. 9 and Sunday, Oct. 11

Customers also can pur-
chase admission to prac-
tice, qualifications and the 
Indianapolis 500 public 
drivers’ meeting, as well 
as parking, camping, hos-
pitality and public creden-
tials (Bronze Badge, Silver 
Badge, garage passes, pit 
passes) for these events at 
IMS.com. Fans also can 
purchase infield camping 
for the Sonsio Grand Prix, 
Brickyard Weekend and the 
IMSA TireRack.com Battle 
on the Bricks.

All products are on 
sale at their lowest remain-
ing prices, with increases 

coming in 2026. The $5 
per-ticket service fee will 
be waived on items pur-
chased before Jan. 5. Kids 
15 and under will continue 
to be admitted free in gen-
eral admission locations to 
all 2026 racing events at 
IMS when accompanied by 
an adult general admission 
ticketholder.

Month of May concert 
lineups, including perform-
ers and ticket sale infor-
mation, will be announced 
soon.

Fans can register at 
IMS.com to receive ticket 
information for the 2026 
BC39 presented by Avanti 
Windows & Doors and the 
USAC Indiana Sprint Week 
event. Dates for these events 
will be announced later.

Graphic provided by IMS

DROP OFF LOCATIONS
https://sewadiwali.org/stateFoodColle

ction/Indiana

DATE
From Sep 10th to Nov 1st  2025

SewaDiwali
ServicetoHumanityisServicetoDivinity

DROP OFF TIME
Weekdays – Eveni ng 6:00 pm onwards

Weekends – Morni ng 8:00 to 10:00 
Eveni ng 6:00 pm onwards

ITEMS YOU CAN DONATE
 Vegetarian Canned Food, Boxed Cereals, 

Pasta, Cookies,Packaged Rice, Oats, 
Noodles,Peanut Butter,Coffee & More

MONETORY DONATIONS
https://sewausa.org/event-6360056/Registration

Contact Info:
Text : 317-909-2595 or 
sarang.pathak@yahoo.com

BENEFICIARIES
v Welcome Basket
v Boys and Girls club of Indianapolis
v Fueled for School

Friday, Oct. 31
BOYS SOCCER

Class 2A state championship
Guerin Catholic vs. Bishop Chatard, 6 p.m. at IUPUI

FOOTBALL
Sectional 3

Zionsville at Westfield, 7 p.m.
Harrison at Carmel, 7 p.m.

Sectional 4
Hamilton Southeastern at Homestead, 7 p.m.

Fishers at Noblesville, 7 p.m.
Sectional 29

Cascade at Tri-West, 7 p.m.
Crawfordsville at Guerin Catholic, 8 p.m.

Sectional 46
Sheridan at Clinton Prairie, 7 p.m.

Tindley at Cloverdale, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 1

BOYS SOCCER
Class 3A state championship

Carmel vs. Harrison, 4 p.m. at IUPUI
CROSS COUNTRY

State finals at LaVern Gibson Course, Terre Haute
Boys race, noon
Girls race, 1 p.m.
GIRLS SOCCER

Class 3A state championship
Carmel vs. Hamilton Southeastern, 6:30 p.m. at IUPUI

VOLLEYBALL
Class 4A north semi-state at Rochester

Crown Point vs. Penn, 10 a.m.
Westfield vs. Fort Wayne Carroll, noon

Championship, 7 p.m.
Class 3A north semi-state at Huntington North
Hamilton Heights vs. Bishop Dwenger, 10 a.m.

NorthWood vs. Mishawaka Marian, noon
Championship, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Nov. 4
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Ben Davis at Fishers, 7:30 p.m.
North Central at Westfield, 7:30 p.m.

Southmont at Sheridan, 7:30 p.m.
Yorktown at Guerin Catholic, 7:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

SPORTS SCHEDULE

Speedway sectional to 
start their post-season run. 
Chatard beat Indianapolis 
Washington 8-0 in the semi-
finals and No. 10 Cardinal 
Ritter 2-1 in the champion-
ship match.

In the regional, the Tro-
jans hosted New Castle 
in the semifinals and won 
4-0. That sent them back to 
Speedway for the regional 
final, which Chatard won 
2-0 over Cascade. The Tro-
jans defeated No. 8 Heritage 
Hills 2-1 to win the Evans-
ville North semi-state.

Senior Vikas Walling 
leads the Chatard scoring 
with 23 goals, with senior 
Andrew Taylor adding 13 
goals. Eli Yancey is the as-
sists leader, dishing out sev-
en during the season.

Guerin Catholic hosted 
its own sectional, where 

the Golden Eagles beat 
Western Boone 12-0 in the 
semis before getting past 
No. 3 Park Tudor 3-2 in the 
championship.

From then on, it’s been 
smooth sailing. Guerin 
Catholic traveled to Delta 
for the regional semifinal 
and won 5-1, then beat West 
Lafayette 6-0 to win the 
regional title at Concordia 
Lutheran. At the Chesterton 
semi-state, GC blitzed No. 4 
Hanover Central 5-0.

Two senior stars have 
led the way for Guerin 
Catholic’s offense. Will 
Scheu has put in 23 goals, 
making him first in scor-
ing; he is second in assists 
with 20. Christian Zerme-
no has the second-most 
goals with 19, but leads in 
assists with 23.

Other top scorers are 

junior Gus Allen and senior 
AJ McMurtrey with sev-
en goals each, while junior 
Connor Klen and seniors 
Adam Jurewicz and Braden 
Lindley all have five goals. 
Senior goalkeeper Ryan 
McGrath has nine shutouts.

Alvarez credits the 
Golden Eagles’ tough 
schedule for helping the 
team play well. Over half 
of GC’s schedule consists of 
3A teams, and Guerin Cath-
olic beat Louisville Trini-
ty, one of Kentucky’s top 
teams, 1-0 on Sept. 20.

“Going through that 
whole process and coming 
out the way they did, there’s 
a really unique vibe with 
these boys,” said Alvarez. 
“They just feel confident, 
they get stronger throughout 
the game and that’s been re-
ally fun to watch.”

Calm
from Page 13

Motorsports

ReadTheReporter.com

The Reporter brings you the 
best local sports coverage.

Full stop.
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