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Noblesville Schools dedicates Don’t
Courtney Cox Cole Golf Center look away

Submitted by
Noblesville Schools

Noblesville Schools has an-
nounced the dedication of the
Courtney Cox Cole Golf Center
with a ribbon cutting and un-
veiling of new signage.

Cole was a 1989 Noblesville
High School graduate, distin-
guished high school and college
athlete, and local business lead-
er prior to her death in 2019.

The new dedication plaque
hanging in the golf center high-
lights the following about Cole:

* % %

In Memory of
Courtney Cox Cole
March 15, 1971 —
September 22, 2019
“Every day is a gift, and it is up
to us to make the most of it.”

This room is dedicated to
the life and legacy of Courtney
Cox Cole, a beloved daughter,
sister, mother, friend, athlete
and community leader.

A highly accomplished stu-
dent athlete, Courtney earned
multiple state championships in
golf and basketball during her
time at Noblesville High School
and later continued to excel in
both sports at Indiana University.

I\ COURTNEYCOXcOiE]
\ TNEY COX COLE

Photo provided by Nobleswlle Schools
(From left) Golf coaches Justin Werkley and Gary Deakyn, family members David
and Jackie Cox, Monica and Darren Peck, Cayla Cole, Superintendent Dan Hile, and
Athletic Director Leah Wooldridge.

* NHS State Championship * Dial Corporation Nation-
Team in Golf (1986, 1987) al Scholar Athlete of the Year

* NHS State Championship (1989)
Team in Basketball (1987) .

All-American in Basketball

(1989)

NHS USA Today See Courtney...Page?2

Sheridan’s 2025 Fall Homecoming:
inviting alumni & school spirit

Submitted by Sheridan
Community Schools

Sheridan Community
Schools (SCS) will welcome
back Blackhawk alumni and
the community for next week’s
Homecoming festivities.

Sheridan High School will
honor the Classes of 2016 (10
year), 2001 (25 year), and 1976
(50 year) and recognizing mem-
bers of the football team and
cheerleaders from these years
with a reception at 6 p.m. and
introduction prior to the foot-
ball game. The year’s theme of
“Superheroes” will be engaged
during the week.

The week is packed with
tradition and school spirit. The
Homecoming parade will be
held at a new time, Wednesday
at 5:30 p.m., so more commu-

“Watch Me

Submitted by Sheridan
Community Schools

Ian Bowen, a life and suc-
cess coach and the founder of the
Positive Persistence and RINSE
Method, spoke to Sheridan Mid-
dle and High Schools students
on Tuesday, Sept. 9. His story of
resilience and perseverance mo-
tivated the young adults in the
crowd as he spoke about chang-
ing your mindset.

Bowen became paralyzed
from the waist down after a spi-
nal surgery in 2009, and with a
lot of therapy, grit, and persever-
ance he is now able to walk, run,
and share his story with thou-
sands of young people every day.

During his speech, he en-
couraged students to embrace his
“Watch Me Mindset.” Essentially,
in order to achieve your dreams,
you need to change your mindset.

“Each one of you has the
ability to do the unthinkable,”
Bowen said. “I’'m not special,

nity members can join in the
fun. SCS is hopeful that this
change will allow more to en-
joy the festivities. The parade
will begin at Sheridan Mid-
dle School before traveling in
front of Sheridan High School
to Main Street in downtown
Sheridan. The parade will then
loop back up White Avenue be-
fore ending at Sheridan High
School. The Powderpuff games
will follow the parade at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 17.

The Homecoming football
game kicks off at 7 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 19, where the Blackhawks
will take the field in front of stu-
dents, alumni, and fans as they
take on Clinton Prairie. At half-
time, Homecoming King and
Queen will be announced.

Junior  Student Council

HOMECOMING
9/19/20254 4

Graphic created with Adobe Firefly & provided by Sheridan High School

members Beth Adams and Sa-
die Timme shared their excite-
ment for Homecoming week.

“l always look forward to

helping plan the dress days for
homecoming,” Adams said.

See Sheridan . . . Page 2

Mlndset” inspires Sherldan students

Photo provided by Sheridan Community Schools
“Each one of you has the ability to do the unthinkable,” lan Bowen said. “I'm not

special, I'm just a regular person ... If | can do it, you can, too.”

IfI dreams not because they are im-
possible, but because we aren’t
dreaming big enough or prone
to giving up. He broke down his

I'm just a regular person ...
can do it, you can, too.”

He shared with those in at-
tendance that often we defer

method into three simple steps:
Wash, Rinse, and Repeat.

See Watch Me . . . Page 2

If you were un- COLUMNIST
lucky enough to see
the video of Charlie
Kirk’s  assassination, &
I feel for you. It’s the J

worst thing I’ve seen in
a long time — because it
was real.

Seeing a man’s life

A

end in a single, extreme- ISAAC TAYLOR
ly violent moment ... i Mg
—

Don’t look away.

Millions of people saw one of the many
faces of Evil Wednesday afternoon. We
think we know what Evil looks like. Some-
times it’s big and ugly, but often it’s small
and seemingly harmless.

Regardless, don’t look away.

Faith enables us to overcome fear. Hon-
estly, it demands it. One cannot be fearful
and faithful. Fear is the natural response to
Evil. Evil wants you to cower in fear and
hide your face.

But don’t look away.

Only someone who is choosing not to
understand what’s going on would say Evil
isn’t real or it’s not a serious problem.

I’m finished arguing with fools. Evil ex-
ists, and it’s here.

We’ve put up with it for too long, and
we’re reaping the results of our inaction.

Our complacency.

Our inadequacy.

Our fear.

You can’t look away.

[ mourn all the innocent people murdered
because we’ve allowed Evil people to live free.

See Look . . . Page 3

Here’s a toast
to September:
apple cider, my
fall lemonade

Apple cider is my
lemonade of fall — re-
freshing, flavorful, and
the perfect sip for crisp
September days.

Here’s something
about apple cider that
makes fall feel com-
plete. Sweet, crisp, and

COLUMNIST

POOJA THAKKAR

comforting, it carries I
the flavor of Septem- | e o/ Community
—

ber with every sip. And
this year, I found that cider tasted even bet-
ter when shared during a night filled with
laughter and friendship.

Our ladies’ talk-out evening at Urban
Apples in Westfield was one for the books.
It was a night of laughter echoing across
the tables, of building connections, and of
cheering each other on — wherever life’s
path is leading us right now. We remind-
ed one another that no journey has to be
walked alone, and sometimes the best way
to keep moving forward is with encourage-
ment from those who understand.

Of course, no gathering is complete
without food and drinks, and the cider at
Urban Apples was the star of the table. Each
glass felt like fall in liquid form — crisp like
the air outside, sweet like shared stories,
and warm like the support we poured into
one another. Paired with bites of good food,
it was more than just a meal; it was nourish-
ment for the soul.

That’s the magic of a place like Urban
Apples. It gives you more than cider — it
gives you a space to slow down, connect,
and celebrate the little joys of life. For me,
September already feels special as my birth-
day month, but evenings like this remind me
that the true gift of fall is the laughter, love,
and friendships that make the season shine.

Pooja Thakkar is working to build
connections through cuisine. You can read
her column each week in the pages of
The Reporter.


http://paulpoteet.com
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://wishtv.com
https://readthereporter.com
https://mealsonwheelshc.org/aboutus/fifty/

2 News & Opinion

CONCERTS

CENTERPIECE
I

Enjoy free concert performances
on the terraced, amphitheater seating
surrounding the stately Centerpiece.

Sundays | 5-7 PM | Free

Coxhall Gardens

Toy Factory

Sept. 14

Stella Luna and
the Satellites

Sept. 21

11677 Towne Rd., Carmel, IN 46032
myhamiltoncountyparks.com ¢ 317-770-4400

COURTNEY

from Page 1

* Indiana All-Star Bas-
ketball (1989)

e National Gatorade
Player of the Year Basket-
ball (1989)

* First team All-Big Ten
in Golf (1991-1993)

* NCAA Individual Golf
Qualifier (1992, 1993)

* High School All-Amer-
ican Basketball

* IU Four-Time Aca-
demic All-American

Courtney also achieved
great success in her pro-
fessional life, co-owning
Noblesville’s Hare Chevro-
let with her sister Monica
Peck. The dealership flour-
ished under the leadership
of the “Sisters of Savings”,
becoming the top volume
General Motors dealership
in Indiana.

Courtney’s greatest joy
and achievement was found
in her role as mother to her
children, Cayla and Blake.

Courtney’s commit-
ment, courage, optimism
and hard work inspired all
who knew her. She will al-
ways be remembered for
her sunny spirit, unshakable
resilience, and the love she
gave to her family, friends,

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH

6:00-8:30pm
FOREST PARK | SHELTER 5
701 CICERO ROAD NOBLESVILLE, IN 46060

MICAH BECKWITH

LT. GOVERNOR

DANIEL ELLIOTT

INDIANA TREASURER OF STATE

FOR MORE INFORMATION,

CONTACT LISA ELMORE ~
at 317-849-9600 or email hcrp@hamiltoncountyGOP.org.

Paid for by: The Hamilton County Republican Party, Mario Massillamany, Chairman

GUEST SPEAKER
. FORMER CHIEF BORDER PATROL AGENT

, CHIRIS T. GLEM

Recently named by Robert F. Kennedy Jr. to serve as a senior
HHS advisor, with a focus on coordinating inter-agency efforts
on border issues and the care of unaccompanied migrant children.

 ADDITIONAL SPEAKERS:

DIEGO MORALES
INDIANA SECRETARY
OF STATE
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Kids are FREE

Photo provided by Noblesville Schools
This dedication plaque hanging in the golf center highlights Courtney Cox Cole.

schools and community.
* % %

The golf center is an
enclosed area in the high
school’s auxiliary gym and
features a golf simulator and
putting green for year-round
student practice.

The district built the
area as part of their recent
athletic expansion project
and was able to create the
golf center thanks in part
to generous contributions
from both the Courtney Cox
Cole family and the Miller
Backers athletic booster or-
ganization.

“Our family has a long
history with Noblesville
Schools, including Court-
ney’s outstanding achieve-
ments with Millers golf
and basketball,” Courtney’s
sister Monica Peck said. “I
know she would be proud
today that we’re honoring
her by helping foster a love
of Miller golf in future gen-
erations. Thank you to the
Miller Backers for partner-

ing with us on this initiative
in celebration of Courtney’s
memory.”

“We’re thankful to the
Cox family and the Mill-
er Backers for their ongo-
ing support of our student
athletes,” added Marnie
Cooke, Noblesville Schools
executive director of mar-
keting and communications.
“Courtney was a significant
contributor to NHS athletics
and to the Noblesville com-
munity overall, and we’re
proud to be able to honor
her legacy.”

Noblesville Schools of-
fers several philanthropic
and promotional opportu-
nities across a variety of
price points in support of
athletics, academics, per-
forming arts, and more.
Organizations interested in
partnering with Noblesville
Schools can contact Adriann
Young at adriann_young@
nobl.k12.in.us or call (317)
773-3171 for additional in-
formation.

SHERIDAN

Timme added by say-
ing, “[We] have been work-
ing really hard on making
sure everything is set for
Wednesday’s events and are
super excited for the parade
and Powderpuft.”

Student Council Spon-
sor Mathew Hewitt said,
“SHS Student Council has
been hard at working plan-
ning a variety of festivities
for Homecoming Week, in-
cluding decorating life-size
versions of the mascot, the
Homecoming Parade, spirit
dress days, Powderpuff and
selection of the Homecom-
ing Court. A lot of work has
gone into planning but well
worth it for the memories
created.”

Sheridan High School

WarcH ME

Wash focused on re-
moving  the  negative
thoughts before they turn
into limiting beliefs. Bow-
en compared it to pull-
ing weeds, and in order to
achieve your dreams, your
need to recognize and stop
the doubt before it grows
too big.

Rinse was spread out
into Remember, Imagine,
Notice, Shift, and Expect.
He shared that by remem-
bering their strength, imag-
ining the possibilities, taking
notice of small wins, shift-
ing the focus to what they
can do, and expecting the
road to be difficult, students
can build upon adversity to
overcome the challenges
and fulfill their dreams.

The final step of Bow-
en’s “Watch Me Method”
was Repeat. He reminded
the students in the audience
that in order to get better at

from Page 1

Principal Rick Davis shared
in the excitement, saying,
“Homecoming is always
a special time — especially
at Sheridan High School,
where we’ve proudly cele-
brated the tradition for more
than 100 years! The week’s
activities and  traditions
bring excitement to our stu-
dents while also welcoming
back alumni and community
members for that classic Fri-
day night under the lights.
We look forward to an in-
credible crowd this year as
we continue this timeless
Sheridan tradition.”
Sheridan looks forward
to celebrating its proud tra-
ditions, honoring alumni,
and showcasing school spir-
it during this special week.

from Page 1

something you have to prac-
tice. He said, “If you believe
it, you will achieve it.” As
he came to a close, he said,
“My two options are either
‘I make it. Or, I make it.””

As Bowen shared his
story of having to relearn
simple tasks, such as mak-
ing a sandwich and learn-
ing to walk, he showed that
progress may be slow but
perseverance will lead you
to victory. He left students
with a final saying: “Never
let someone else’s percep-
tion of your abilities be-
come your reality.”

Sheridan ~ Community
Schools and the middle and
high school students are in-
credibly grateful for the op-
portunity the Sheridan Edu-
cation Foundation provided
by sponsoring lan Bowen,
and to Bowen for coming
to speak to impressionable
young adults.


http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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Kirk: “We must pick up
the baton he carried”

Submitted by Office
of AG Todd Rokita

Indiana Attorney Gen-
eral Todd Rokita released
the following statement
Thursday morn-
ing regarding the
murder of Charlie
Kirk.

“This assassi-
nation wasn’t just
an attack on one
man, it was as-
sault on the very
soul of our repub-
lic —just like Pres-
ident Trump said.
They couldn’t beat Charlie
in a debate with words, so
a force of evil took him out
with a bullet.

“To his family, shattered

Rokita

by this unimaginable loss,
and to every patriot griev-
ing, let your sorrow fuel
a righteous fury. Channel
that outrage, not into de-
spair but into the
kind of bold, un-
yielding  action
Charlie embod-
ied himself. Win
hearts and minds
through fearless
dialogue and de-
bate, just as he did
on stages nation-
wide.

“We must pick
up the baton he carried. God
bless Charlie, God bless his
cherished family, and the
enduring spirit of freedom
he leaves behind.”

Governor Mike Braun
orders flags at half-staff in
remembrance of Charlie Kirk

Submitted by Office
of Gov. Mike Braun

Governor
Mike Braun has
directed that
flags be flown at
half-staff at all
state facilities in
accordance with
President Donald
Trump’s  order
for all U.S. flags
to be lowered at
federal facilities nation-
wide.

Braun
lowering their flags during
this period of time.

This order is being
made in remembrance
of Charlie Kirk
and is effective
immediately
through  sunset
on Sunday, Sept.
14, 2025.

Gov. Braun
encourages Hoo-
sier residents and
businesses to join
state facilities in

Look

It’s time to call it what it
is. I'm not afraid anymore.
There is no “middle ground”
here. It’s a visceral feeling,
and you know what Evil is
when you see it. Stop acting
like you can’t call it out.

Stop looking away.

It’s already written that
Evil will be eliminated in
the end, but that doesn’t
mean we have to let it run
wild now. Stand up and look
at it. Expose it for how pow-
erless it really is. Then de-
stroy it with love and truth.

Cultivate your righteous
anger. Refuse to be weak.

Whatever you do, don’t
look away.

Isaac Taylor is one of
the owners of the Hamilton
County Reporter, as well as
the circulation director and
page designer. You won't
find him anywhere online,
so don't bother looking.

from Page 1

Publisher’s note

The Hamilton County Re-
porter Newspaper has great
respect for the media outlets
that chose to pause the video
playback during the shoot-
ing of Charlie Kirk. In some
instances, they let the audio
play, then resumed video
playback after the camera
turned to the crowd.

That shows a level of re-
spect for the family and an
awareness that young people
everywhere are often watch-
ing the same things as the
rest of us.

We applaud every news
outlet that did not turn a man'’s
death into clickbait.

Thank you for that.

To everyone who shared,
without warning, the grue-
some scenes in their raw and
unedited form: you should be
ashamed.

$

LIFETIME LEGACY LAWYERS
Podcast

https://lifetimelegacylawyers.com

Thanks for reading
The REPORTER!

For more news, visit
ReadTheReporter.com
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AG Rokita on Charlie State Reps. Baird & Garcia Wilburn
condemn murder of Charlie Kirk,
call for end to political violence

Submitted by Office of State
Rep. Victoria Garcia Wilburn

State Reps. Beau Baird
(R-Greencastle) and Victoria Garcia
Wilburn (D-Fishers), co-chairs of
the Indiana Future Caucus, shared
their united condemnation of the
murder of activist and commentator
Charlie Kirk on a college campus
in Utah on Wednesday. The Indiana
Future Caucus brings together bi-
partisan lawmakers 45 years of age
and under.

The co-chairs released the follow-
ing statement condemning the shoot-
ing and calling for civility.

“Political violence is never okay.
Taking someone’s life is never an ac-
ceptable way to settle differences of
opinion.

Baird

Garcia Wilburn

“Earlier this year, our bipartisan
caucus spoke out against the tragic
murder of a Democratic Minnesota
state representative and her husband.
Today, we unequivocally condemn
the murder of Republican activist and
commentator Charlie Kirk.

“As a nation, we must move be-
yond this horrifying trend of harming

3

or killing those you disagree with and
return to a culture of spirited debate
and respect for different viewpoints.
The Indiana Future Caucus represents
the bright tomorrow we can create
for Hoosiers — and political violence
should not exist in that future.

“Our prayers are with Charlie’s
wife Erika, his children, and all who
loved him during this heartbreaking
time.”

The Indiana Future Caucus con-
nects Gen Z and millennial lawmakers
committed to working across party
lines to deliver results for their com-
munities. Currently, 32 millennial law-
makers serve in the Indiana General
Assembly. A forthcoming release will
share more details about the caucus'’s
recent leadership transition.

Hamilton County media producer
recalls Charlie Kirk’s impact

By GARRETT BERGQUIST
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

A media producer and
recent college graduate on
Thursday said Charlie Kirk
made it OK to be a conser-
vative on a college campus.

Jack Hudson started
Babble Media, along with
his wife, after he graduated
from Butler University in
May 2024. He interned for
a Republican U.S. Senate
campaign during his time
in college, and deliberately
avoided wearing any ma-
terials associated with the
campaign while he was on
campus.

“I remember I had an
event right after class that [
had to go film, and I thought,
‘Well, I don’t want to wear
my polo with my campaign
logo on it to class because
I didn’t want to be judged
by a professor, by peers, be-
ing asked questions, maybe
being put on a list as one
of the conservative kids on
campus,”” Hudson said.

Hudson said he dis-
covered Charlie Kirk the
way many of his fans did:
Through social media. He
said Kirk reached young
people because he met
them where they are, some-
thing older generations of
Republican leaders had not
mastered.

“Charlie Kirk let me
know that one day, when
my kids go off to college,
maybe that divide won’t be
there,” Hudson said. “Hope-
fully, people are more will-
ing to talk once again.”

Hudson’s company
helps produce content for
political campaigns, as well
as businesses and nonprof-
its. He is also active with
the Hamilton County
Young Republicans. Hud-
son met Kirk once, at the
end of this past June. He
went to Kentucky to shoot
video of an event for a can-
didate. An event where Kirk
was a featured speaker.

“I think you see Charlie
Kirk online and he seems

very approachable because
he’s willing to talk to any-
body, but on the other hand,
you don’t realize just how
powerful the organization
he’s built is,” Hudson said.
“And that’s what blew
me away, is he showed up
with probably over a doz-
en staff members there to
help organize, promote the
campaign, promote Turn-
ing Point’s activities across
the country. He went from
being on stage to going to
another room to film a pod-
cast. He was a man on the
move with one mission, but
at the end of the day, you
knew that he would turn ev-
erything off to be with his
family and put that first.”
Hudson said he was
editing video when word
spread in a group chat that
Kirk had been shot. When
the news broke that Kirk
had died, Hudson said he
and his team went home.
He said the news did make
them wonder if it’s safe for
them to continue in their

line of work or how they
could prevent something
similar from happening in
the future. He said now is
the time for both liberals
and conservatives to talk
to each other and try to un-
derstand why they believe
what they do.

“Now, we all need to go
out and be righteous lead-
ers and continue speaking
our voice, continue hav-
ing an open dialogue, and
the result should not be a
pendulum swing to cancel
culture towards the left,”
Hudson said. “There are
bad actors on all sides of
politics and at all levels of
government. It’s our turn
as young Republicans, as
young conservatives, to
move the conversation for-
ward with dialogue and the
best ideas.”

This story was origi-
nally published by WISH-
TV at wishtv.com/news/
hamilton-county-me-
dia-producer-recalls-char-
lie-kirks-impact.

ADLER

CONTACT US

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE
at the Historic Adler Building.
Contact Kim Watson at
317-773-1974 for details.

attorneys

136 SOUTH 9TH STREET
SUITE 400
NOBLESVILLE, IN 46060
317-773-1974

1010 WEST 8TH STREET
SUITE 5
ANDERSON, IN 46016
765-642-2080

Your Hometown Weatherman!
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NOW on
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The official
Elvis Presley
biomusical
with dozens

of his hits!
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DINNER THEATRE
beefandboards.com | 317.872.9664
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Editors note:
The following col-
umn does not nec-
essarily reflect the
opinions of The
Reporter, its staff,
or its owners. As
a column, it is an
opinion piece and

COLUMNIST

AVERY HILLS

room to brush my
teeth and wash
my face. If the
game is home, |
have to dress up
for school, and
if it’s an away
game, | have to
wear  Sheridan

should not be tak- S 8 gear. I usually lay
en as news. School Student out my clothes
T —

Being a stu-
dent-athlete is not for the
weak. Being a student-ath-
lete means early mornings,
long nights, and a whole lot
of bumps and bruises.

I am a part of the 57 per-
cent of students who partici-
pate in a sport. I play soccer
for my high school, Sheri-
dan, as well as being a play-
er on the Indy Eleven ECNL
2010 team. This means that
year-round, [ play soccer
and attend high school.

I’m here to tell you what
a typical game day looks
like for me while playing
high school soccer.

My morning starts bright
and early at 6:00. Waking up
this early gives me enough
time to get ready, and hit
snooze. By 6:15 I’'m out of
bed and heading to the bath-

the night before
to eliminate stress; how-
ever, I still tweak a few
things about my outfit the
morning of.

Next, I do my hair and
put on mascara. If my hair
is clean, I’1l curl or braid it,
and if it’s dirty, a slick back
to hold until the game. After
that, I pack all my things for
the game. My gameday ne-
cessities include gel, brush,
deodorant, perfume, lip
balm, and lots of hair ties
and hair spray. I also check
to make sure all my jerseys
are in my bag, along with
cleats and shin guards.

By 7:15, everything is
packed and ready for the
day, so I dig through my
sock bin to find matching
socks, and put on my shoes.
At 7:20, I grab my lunch,

Opinion & News

Day in the life of a student-athlete

eat a quick protein bar, and
head out the door by 7:30.

T arrive at school by 7:40
and head inside at 7:45,
chatting with my friends.
My first period is weights,
which is easier on game
days. Next, I head to math,
then Spanish, SRT (home-
room), chemistry, and lan-
guage arts. This part of my
day takes forever, but it
helps that I am with a lot of
my friends this year. After
language arts, I have lunch,
where 1 get to sit with al-
most all of my friends. After
lunch, I only have two class
periods, AP US History and
study hall. I spend study hall
working on any homework
or talking to teachers about
events coming up.

After school ends, 1
head to one of my friends’
cars. Together, along with
some freshmen, we go to
her grandparent’s house to
eat, hang out, and get ready
before the game. Then it’s
back to the school to meet
in the locker room or get on
the bus for an away game.
The bus rides to games are
filled with music, talking,
and braiding hair.

Home games mean a
locker room full of energy
and music. Once warm-ups
begin, the focus shifts to the
game, and soon enough, it is
kickoff. Games last around
an hour and 45 minutes, and
after that I either head home
with my parents or take the
bus back from away games.

At home, I eat a snack,
shower, and lay out what-
ever clothes and other items
that I need for the next day
before starting on home-
work. By the time I crawl
into bed, it’s usually around
11:00.

The days are long, but
I'm grateful for the oppor-
tunity.

Being a student athlete
is tough, but it has helped
me become the person I
am. [ have learned how to
manage my time, work well
under pressure, and be re-
silient. Without soccer, my
life would be completely
different, and I am so grate-
ful for the opportunities it
provides me.

My days may be long,
but time has flown by, and
I couldn’t be more grateful
for them.
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Community News

All-you-can eat fish fry at
Wayne Fall Lions Club

The Wayne-Fall Lions Club invites the community
to an all-you-can-eat fish fry from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.
on Saturday, Sept. 20, at the Wayne-Fall Lions Club,
11940 E. 191st St., located at the intersection of De-
shane Road and Victory Chapel Road, Noblesville.

The meal will include the Lions Club’s famous
fried cod, fries, baked beans, coleslaw, and a drink. The
meal will cost $15 for adults and $8 for kids aged 10
and under.

Desserts and Coney dogs will be available for $3.

Sheridan Phi Beta Psi’s

annual Lasagna Dinner

Friday, Sept. 19, 5 to 7 p.m.
Sheridan High School cafeteria
Lasagna, breadsticks, salad, dessert & drink
Advance Adult Tickets: $12 ($15 at the door)
Children 12 and under: $7
Gluten-free & carry-out available
Proceeds benefit a scholarship toward medical studies
for a Sheridan High School senior

Eat at Culver’s of Westfield,
support local FFA chapters

Now through Sept. 21, guests can come into Cul-
ver’s, 17651 Sun Park Drive, Westfield, and buy an
FFA barn wall decal for $1. Put your name on it along
with the name of the Hamilton County FFA chapter you
want to support.

All the money raised will go to a local FFA chapter
chosen by customers.

October is National FFA Month, and Culver’s will
show its support with various programs in which cus-
tomers can participate.

atistage.org 317.843.3800

LOGAL NEWS?
LOGAL SPORTS?

We keep you covereil.

The

Hamizon Couny

EPORTER

POSTER CONTEST (K-6)
ESSAY CONTEST (7-12)

e Theme: History & Significance of Veterans Day

e Open to: Any student who lives in Westfield & Washington Township
e Open for Entries: September 9

e Submission Deadline: October 31

Show off your creativity and honor our heroes with Westfield’s Veterans
Day Poster & Essay Contests. Share your ideas on the History &
Significance of Veterans Day for a chance to win prizes and have your
work featured at the November 11 Veterans Day Ceremony!

Visit westfieldin.gov/veteransdayceremony to submit your entry and learn more!



http://westfieldin.gov/veteransdayceremony
https://atistage.org/
https://readthereporter.com
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See Dr. Atha’s first State
of the Schools address

The REPORTER Hear directly from Dr.

The Westfield Chamber Atha as he provides an
invites business leaders, update on the Destination
community members, and Westfield initiatives, shares
guests to attend the district’s core
the annual State priorities,  and
of the Schools outlines  plans

The REPORTER
Closure: Towne Road
Towne Road from 146th
Street to Towne Run Road
will be closed to construct
a roundabout tying into Old
146th Street. Please detour
utilizing 146th Street to
Ditch Road to 151st Street.

Luncheon. for the upcoming This closure will tentative-
Westfield school rebalanc- ly last 60 days. All dates
Washington ing process. He and timelines are subject to

Schools Superin- will also high- change due to weather, util-

tendent Dr. John light recent suc- ities, etc.

Atha will give cess stories in the Partial Closure:

his first address school system. 171st Street

at this year’s lun- Atha This  event A portion of 171st Street
cheon, set for 11 typically  sells near Ditch Road is closed,

which will last approxi-
mately 45 days. Ditch Road
going north and south will

out due to high interest, so
register to reserve your seat
right away at this link.

am. to 1 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 18, The Bridgewater
Club, 3535 E. 161st St.

PrEVAIL

Advorating for Viotira of Crime L Abuss

8 ;
@ Prevail,

PREVAIL’S ANNUAL

AUTUMN FESTIVAL

o
L J‘|

12 PM 3PM

This is a FREE event designed to bring
families and the community together for a
day of connection and fall fun!

Join us for festive crafts, games, seasonal
activities, delicious food, door prizes, and
the chance to meet amazing local

organizations.

HAMILTON COUNTY

Presented By: HEALTH

DEPARTMENT

remain open to thru traffic,
but be aware of construction
crews working in this area.
There will still be access
to Maple Glen Elementary.
This construction is part of
the 171st Street and Ditch
Road roundabout.
171st Street &

Ditch Road roundabout

Road work to construct
a roundabout at 171st Street
and Ditch Road is under-
way. Closures are not ex-
pected at this time, but flag-
gers will be on-site to direct
traffic. Please use caution in
this area.

Lane restrictions:

181st Street

As Sept. 3, work has be-
gun on an accel / decel lane
for Westfield Collective on
the north side of 181st Street
between Wheeler Road
and Grand Park Boulevard.
Lane restrictions are possi-
ble during this work, which

ACGURATE
BALANCED

LOGAL
NEWS

is expected to last two to
three days.

Patch replacement:
161st & Gray Road,
Casey Road

A city contractor is re-
placing patches at 161st
Street and Gray Road, as
well as on Casey Road be-
tween the Ditch Road round-
about and 186th Street.
There will be traffic control
with lane restrictions. De-
lays are expected.

Lane restrictions:

161st Street

In anticipation of the
161st Street Path project,
crews will be removing
trees on the south side of
161st Street between Oak
Road and Carey Road. This
will likely result in lane re-
strictions on the eastbound
lane. Flaggers will be on-
site to direct traffic. Please
use caution in this area. The
project is anticipated to last
two weeks.

Road closure:
151st Street

151st Street is closed be-
tween Buchanan Lane and
Shelbourne Road for ap-
proximately three weeks to
reconstruct the road as part
of the Kimblewick devel-
opment. Residents will be
able to access their homes,
but thru traffic will not be
permitted. Please use Towne
Road, 146th Street, and

NICKEL PLATE HERITAGE RAILROAD PRESENTS

TRAIN SAFETY COMMUNITY DAY

SATURDAY, SEPT.20 FROM 10 AM - 1PM

WHERE HOBBS STATION AT FOREST PARK DEPOT

825 FOREST PARK DRIVE,
NOBLESVILLE, IN 46060

TOUR OUR HISTORIC EQUIPMENT

Including the Nickel Plate One
Business Car and historic
engines

MEET SPECIAL CHARACTERS

Police pup and Air Rescue
Pup from CharactersHQ

COMMUNITY PARTNER BOOTHS

OPERATION LIFESAVER

Learn about important
train safety information

TOUCH-A-TRUCK

Including a hi-rail truck,
Noblesville Police
Department, Noblesville
Fire Department, Colt
Moving, Annex Rail and
Paddock's Towing

and more

tours

Community partner booths
including the Noblesville
Boom, Hamilton East
Public Library Bookmobile,

POPCORN & BEVERAGES

Complimentary popcorn
and beverages available
on the train during the

PLUS $5 ROUND-TRIP CABOOSE RIDES FROM FOREST PARK TO
DOWNTOWN NOBLESVILLE!

“‘nauﬁs.vu.“i

Latest Westhield road
construction updates

Graphlc prowded by Clty of Westfield
Above is the detour to avoid the closure at 146th Street and Towne Road.

Shelbourne Road as detours.
Transmission line
extension project
Citizens Gas will be-

gin the second phase of its

transmission line extension

project that began in 2024.

Operations will be along

the east side of Oak Ridge

Road, between Oak Ridge

and Holly Farms Drive (Vi-

king Meadows entrance).

Closure: 161st Street
& Spring Mill Road
The intersection of 161st
Street and Spring Mill Road
is closed for roundabout
construction. The round-
about construction has been
slowed due to utility reloca-
tion delays. This project is
roughly one month behind
the revised opening date (two
months behind the original
opening date) due to delays
with utility relocation work.
The city, field staff,

and contractor are working
diligently to complete the
remaining construction as
efficiently as possible. A
number of alternatives were
considered, including the
possibility of partially open-
ing the roundabout with lane
restrictions; this would have
extended the timeline by an
estimated 45 days. Due to
that, the decision was made
to keep the intersection ful-
ly closed until construction
is complete.

Nicket Plate
HERITAGE RAILROAD

20%17



https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://westfieldchamberofcommerce.growthzoneapp.com/ap/Events/Register/wZFx3lJHeCxCw
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http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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By ASHLEY FOWLER
WISH-TV | wisthv.com

Trans-Siberian Orches-
tra is returning to Indianap-
olis for one night only this
December.

The multi-platinum
rock group will bring
its 2025 Winter Tour to
Gainbridge Fieldhouse on
Thursday, Dec. 4.

TSO promises a reimag-
ined and expanded presen-
tation of “The Ghosts of
Christmas Eve,” a powerful
holiday tale that follows the

Four evenings; 7:30 pm

journey of a runaway child
who breaks into an aban-
doned vaudeville theater on
the day before Christmas.

Following the rock op-
era, TSO will perform a
second set packed with hits
and fan favorites, deliver-
ing a fusion of rock, classi-
cal, and theatrical spectacle
— complete with pyrotech-
nics, lasers, and stunning
visuals.

TSO has also an-
nounced the return of a
fan-favorite tradition, the
TSO signing line! For the

News

Trans-Siberian Orchestra to rock Big Brothers Big Sisters invites
Indianapolis with 2025 winter tour

first time since 2019, every
fan attending an evening
performance will have the
opportunity to get one item
signed by members of the
group.

Tickets go on sale Fri-
day, Sept. 12 at 10 a.m. at
Ticketmaster.com, with a
portion of the proceeds ben-
efiting Sheltering Wings
and the Indianapolis Zoo.

This story was origi-
nally published by WISH-
TV at wishtv.com/news/

local-news/tso-win-
ter-tour-2025-indianapolis.

-L Dramatlzed by Chrlstopher Sergel

\From the book by Harper Lee
D;\rected by Andrea Odle

Tickets! $20 G Sat Sun)
Thursday: $15

SEPTEMBER 12 - 21,2025

The Cat in Carmel

254 Vleterans Way, Carmel 46032

carmelplayers.org  317-815-9387

everyone to ‘Paint the Town
Green’ & celebrate mentorship

Submitted

Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Central Indiana (BBBSCI)
is calling on businesses, orga-
nizations, schools, and com-
munity leaders to join its Paint
the Town Green campaign,
Sept. 14 to 20. This week-long
celebration raises awareness
of the life-changing impact
of mentorship and encour-
ages individuals, businesses,
schools, and community part-
ners to show their support for
youth across Central Indiana.

Sign up to participate
and download a free tool-
kit at BeBigForKids.org/
PTTG.

Throughout the week,
buildings, storefronts, and
landmarks will light up in
green — the organization’s
signature color — symboliz-
ing hope, potential, and pos-
sibility. BBBSCI encourages
everyone to participate by
wearing green, decorating
offices or homes, and shar-
ing stories of mentorship on
social media using #Paint-
TheTownGreen.

“Paint the Town Green
is all about uniting the com-
munity to celebrate the pow-

er of mentorship,” BBBSCI
CEO Darcey Palmer-Shultz
said. “It’s an opportunity to
honor the amazing Bigs, Lit-
tles, and families we serve
and to inspire more people
to get involved in creating
brighter futures for kids in
our community.”
How to get involved

* Wear Green: Show
your support by adding a
green to your wardrobe all
week long.

* Light It Up: Business-
es and organizations can “go
green” by decorating spaces
or lighting up buildings.

» Share the Message:
Post your green photos and
stories on social media us-
ing #PaintTheTownGreen
or #PTTGwithBBBS and
tag  @BigBroBigSisIND
plus sign up for a free
and delivered yard sign at
BeBigforKids.org.

* Join the Celebration:
Top off the week at The Main
Event on Thursday, Sept. 18
at the Fishers Event Center,
featuring special guest Ta-
mika Catchings, four-time
Olympic gold medalist and
Hall of Famer.

Why it matters

BBBSCI serves thou-
sands of youth annually
by creating and support-
ing professionally guided,
one-to-one mentoring re-
lationships. These matches
empower Littles to build
confidence, improve aca-
demic performance, and un-
lock their full potential.

Research shows that
kids in BBBS mentoring re-
lationships (“Littles”):

* Are 20 percent more
likely to enroll in postsec-
ondary education

* Earn 15 percent more
over their lifetimes

e Build greater confi-
dence, belonging, and resil-
ience

“Every young person
deserves someone in their
corner,” Palmer-Shultz said.
“Paint the Town Green is
our way of showing kids
across Central Indiana that
this community is here for
them and cheering them on
every step of the way.”

To learn more, sign up,
or download a participation
toolkit, visit BeBigForK-
ids.org/PTTG.

Hamilton County real estate market
continues to see homes sell briskly

The REPORTER

Summer in central In-
diana is coming to a close
with an active residential
real estate market.

August pended home
sales and available housing
inventory increased, and
sale prices remained steady.
According to F.C. Tucker
Company, part of the How-
ard Hanna family of compa-
nies:

* Pended home sales
increased 1.8 percent com-
pared to August 2024.

* Available housing in-
ventory increased 20.2 per-
cent compared to August
2024.

* Homes spent three
days longer on the market
than this time last year, sell-
ing in 15 days.

* Compared to August

2024, the median home sale
price for the 16-county cen-
tral Indiana region increased
3.3 percent to $315,000.

In Noblesville in Au-
gust:

* The median home sale
price increased 2.7 percent
to $380,000.

* The median price per
square foot increased 1.7
percent to $181.

* Homes sold in 23 days
on average.

* Closed home sales de-
creased 8.6 percent, with
eight fewer homes sold
compared to this time last
year.

In Hamilton County in
August:

* Pended home sales
increased 4.9 percent com-
pared to last August.

* Available inventory in-

creased 25.1 percent.

* Homes sold in just 11
days on average.

* The median home sale
price increased 3.7 percent
to $456,274 — the highest
average home sale price of
all the central Indiana coun-
ties.

“The end of summer
usually prompts a quieter
residential real estate mar-
ket, but August’s market
remained strong with sales
and inventory both increas-
ing and prices remaining
stable,” F.C. Tucker Com-
pany President Jim Litten
said. “Another boost in in-
ventory for the sixth con-
secutive month combined
with a decrease in mortgage
rates signals an unusually
active fall real estate market
in central Indiana.”

Smart Banking for Smart Students!

American Bank

of Freedom E

www.americanbankoffreedom. bank

NMLS#409183

Our new Student Checking account is designed to give

students the freedom to manage their money with ease.

No Monthly Maintenance Fees™*

No Minimum Balance Requirements™*

Access to the MoneyPass® ATM Network —

over 37,000 surcharge-free AT Ms nationwide!
Access to Online & Mobile Banking
Convenience of Tap to Pay Debit Cards &
Mobile Wallets

Westhield Branch
14611 N. Gray Road, Westfield, IN 46062
(463) 622-2930

Whether you're heading off to college or just starting to build financial
independence, Student Checking makes it simple, secure, and stress-free.

Visit your local branch or apply online!

*Other fees and charges may apply, contact your local branch to learn more.

**$50 minimum deposit required to open.

Member
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Submitted by Office of
Gov. Mike Braun

At the end of August,
Indiana became the first
state to request a waiver
from federal requirements
to implement race- and gen-
der-conscious components
of the Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Enterprise (DBE)
Program, as outlined in 49
Code of Federal Regula-
tions, Part 26.

If granted, the waiver
requested by the Indiana
Department of Transporta-
tion (INDOT) would elim-
inate contract-specific DBE
goals based on race, ethnic-
ity, or gender on federally
assisted highway construc-
tion contracts.

The waiver request is
prompted by a U.S. Dis-
trict Court preliminary in-
junction in the Mid-Amer-
ica Milling Company, LLC
(MAMCO) v. U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation
lawsuit. In the case, Indiana
sub-contractor Mid-Ameri-

ca Milling Company, LLC,
alleges the federal DBE
program’s statutes and reg-
ulations unlawfully discrim-
inate.

“I am a firm believer in
offering equal opportunity
for all to compete and suc-
ceed,” Gov. Braun said. “If
granted, this waiver will
further position Indiana as a
state one would want to do
business with and as a place
to grow your business.”

Under the proposed
waiver, INDOT would tran-
sition to a race- and gen-
der-neutral implementation
strategy. The new meth-
odology for setting goals
and certifying businesses
would focus exclusively on
the availability of econom-
ically disadvantaged small
businesses within specific
geographic and industry
markets. Indiana Attor-
ney General Todd Rokita
is leading a 17-state effort
in support of the request
for a waiver from the dis-

Local business owner,
father & lifelong Hoosier
forms exploratory committee

Submitted

Logan Russell, a lo-
cal business owner, father,
and lifelong Hoosier, an-
nounced Thurs-
day the formation
of an exploratory
committee. The
committee’s  fo-
cus will be on lis-
tening, learning,
and understand-
ing where Russell
can best serve his

ers and organizations across
the country. His decision to
form an exploratory com-
mittee reflects a commit-
ment to thought-
ful public service
rooted in Hoosier
values of hard
work, family, and
community.

In the coming
months, Russell
will meet with
residents, com-

community in the
years ahead.

“As someone who has
built a business here, raised
my family here, and lived
the values of our state my
entire life, I believe the best
way to lead is to first listen,”
Russell said. “This explor-
atory committee is about
starting conversations, hear-
ing from neighbors, fami-
lies, business owners, and
finding out how I can make
the most meaningful differ-
ence.”

Russell, 30, is the pres-
ident of a consulting firm
that has worked with lead-

Russell

munity leaders,
and stakeholders
across central Indiana to
better understand the issues
most important to them.

“This isn’t about rush-
ing to a destination,” Rus-
sell said. “It’s about making
sure I understand the chal-
lenges and opportunities
facing our community, and
exploring where my back-
ground and experience can
be most useful.”

For updates, visit Log-
and4Indiana.com or follow
along on X (formerly Twit-
ter) at x.com/logandindi-
ana.

News

Indiana is first state to request waiver from
Disadvantage Business Enterprise program

criminatory and
unlawful race
and gender-con-
scious  require-
ments of the U.S.
Department  of
Transportation’s
Disadvantaged
Business Enter-
prise (DBE) pro-
gram.

Braun

“Forcing INDOT to pri-
oritize contractors based on
race or gender is unconstitu-
tional and undermines fair
competition,” AG Rokita

said.  “Granting
the waiver IN-
DOT is request-
ing is well within
the Department of
Transportation’s
authority and
would be a crit-
ical step toward
ensuring that In-
diana’s transpor-
tation projects are awarded
based on merit, not arbitrary
classifications, and aligns
with our constitutional duty
to uphold equal protection

under the law.”

To support small busi-
nesses during this transi-
tion, INDOT will continue
to offer a variety of support-
ive services to DBEs across
Indiana. These services
include business develop-
ment programming, virtual
learning opportunities, and
DBE forums and network-
ing events.

The proposed waiver is
requested for a three-year
period, which aligns with
the timing of INDOT’s next

9

Disparity Study, expected to
be completed in 2028. The
results of that study will be
used to determine a new
DBE goal based solely on
economic criteria. During
the initial waiver period,
INDOT will collect and
analyze participation data,
continue to submit annual
reports to the Federal High-
way Association, conduct
its full Disparity Study, and
follow all federal rules and
regulations  implemented
with respect to DBEs.

ON-LINE ONLY PUBLIC AUGTION

For The Estate of Richard “Richie” Ziegler
Other Personal Property

BIDDING OPENS: Friday, August 29th @ Noon
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, September 13th @ 6pm
PREVIEW DAY: Thursday, September 11th from Noon - 6pm
PICK-UP DAYS: Monday, September 15th from Noon - 6pm

Tuesday, September 16th from Noon - 6pm

1991 HOP Bumper-Hitch Trailer, Yale 7-8k Industrial Forklift; Coins, Morgan Dollars, Proof Sets, Ammo, Knives, 7’
Wood Carved Statues; St. Clair & Joe Rice, Jadeite & Fenton, Carnival & Crystal Glass; Advertising, Signs, Costume &
Gold Jewelry; Playboys, Photography Magazines, Comics; Red Line Hot Wheels, Marbles, Cast Iron; Bedding & Linens,
Kitchen, Household & Small Appliances; Antiques, Pottery, Electronics, Office Supplies, Furniture & Appliances; Home
Decor & Collectibles, Coolers, Storage Totes; EZ Access Wheelchair Ramp, Aluminum Steps; Guitars, Saddles, Tack,
Cowboy Hats, Boots, Leather Jackets; Motorcycle Gear, Sporting Goods, Scuba Tanks; 12-Gun Mapleton Gun Cabinet,
Hunting Blind, Dog Kennel & Crates; Power Tools, Hand Tools, Tool Boxes, Bolt Bins, Small Engine Motors; Chipper/
Shredder, Tillers, Welder, Welding Table, Anvils, Ladders; Snow Blower, Panel Lift, U.S. General Tool Carts, 3-Speed
Air Movers; JD X300 Mower w/ 42” Deck; Bad Boy ZT Elite Zero-Turn w/ 60” Deck; Land Pride Grader Blade, Femco
15-Gallon Pull-Type Sprayer; 45 Gates, 8’, 10 & 12’ Livestock Gates, Cedar Posts & Boards

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:
Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com

Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN

765-675-6909
www.cripesauction@yahoo.com

Wade Cripe, Auctioneer
#AU11000034

CR?PE’S

AUCTION SERVICE

3247 East State Road 28
Tipton, IN 46072

www.cripesauction.com

#AU11000034
765-860-6959

; tce
765-675-6909

American Bank

of Freedom &=

www.americanbankoffreedom.bank

12 Months

4.35

%

APY"

15 Months

4.35

%

APY*

14611 N. Gray Road

Westfield,

IN 46062

(463) 622-2930

NMLS#409183

Save time and open your account online!

Certificate of Deposit Specials
18 Months

4.25%.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is current as of this issue and subject to change at any time. APY
assumes that interest remains on deposit until maturity. Minimum deposit of $1,000 to open this
account with a maximum deposit of $240,000 per account. Minimum balance requirement of $1,000 to

earn interest. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Accounts may be
subject to other fees, contact your local branch to learn more.
APPLIES TO NEW DEPOSITS ONLY.
American Bank of Freedom, Member FDIC.

Stop by or call your local branch today to learn more!

%

Member
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Hamilton County legislators
commend historic increase
in third-grade literacy rates

The REPORTER

Hamilton County law-
makers are commending an
historic increase in third-
grade literacy rates for
Hoosier students following
results from the 2024-2025
Indiana Reading Evalu-
ation and Determination
(IREAD) assessment.

House Speaker Todd
Huston (R-Fishers) said
third-grade reading scores
improved by nearly five per-
centage points, which is the
largest single-year increase
since Indiana launched
IREAD in 2013. More than
87 percent of Hoosier third
graders demonstrated pro-
ficiency in reading, putting
Indiana’s literacy rate at this
grade level back to pre-pan-
demic levels.

The lawmakers thanked
Indiana’s education lead-
ers, schools, teachers, and
families for their dedication
to help Indiana students
achieve these results.

“I’m thrilled to see our
students making strong,

consistent progress in read-
ing,” Huston said. “This
significant increase helps
ensure Indiana’s kids are on
track for success and is ex-
actly what we hoped to see
following targeted policies
and support to prioritize lit-
eracy in the classroom. Sec-
retary Jenner and her team
are providing tremendous
leadership and guidance to
our schools and educators,
and I'm grateful for the
hard work and dedication
of Indiana’s teachers, fam-
ilies and students.”

State Rep. Danny Lopez
(R-Carmel) noted that liter-
acy rates for all student pop-
ulations also improved.

“This progress reflects
the dedication of Indiana’s
teachers and the resilience
of our students,” Lopez said.
“We’ll keep building on this
momentum to ensure every
child can read proficiently
and is set up for success.”

“Shoring up our stu-
dents’ literacy skills has
been a total team effort,

and I'm glad to see these
measures are working,”
said State Rep. Chris Jeter
(R-Fishers). “There’s al-
ways room for improve-
ment, and state leaders will
continue evaluating options
that help keep Hoosier chil-
dren on track academically.”

State  Rep.  Alaina
Shonkwiler (R-Noblesville)
said these IREAD results
follow Indiana placing sixth
in the country for fourth-
and eighth-grade reading in
the 2024 National Assess-
ment of Education Prog-
ress (NAEP) rankings.

“Indiana’s reading
scores are back on track
thanks to our hardwork-
ing teachers, students and
parents,” Shonkwiler said.
“This is a big accomplish-
ment, and [ hope we con-
tinue to see even more
improvement in such a fun-
damental life skill.”

State  Rep.  Hunter
Smith (R-Zionsville) said
to improve Indiana’s lit-
eracy rates, the General

Assembly passed a law in
2023 implementing science
of reading standards, which
is evidence-based instruc-
tion that increases stu-
dents’ reading competency
through phonemic aware-
ness, phonics, vocabulary
development, fluency, oral
language skills and com-
prehension. A law passed
in 2024 added screenings
for students at risk of fall-
ing behind on reading pro-
ficiency and providing ear-
lier intervention.

“It’s great to see our
IREAD scores moving in
the right direction and Hoo-
sier students getting back on
track academically,” Smith
said. “All of the hard work
by our teachers, students
and families is paying off.”

Results from the 2025
IREAD for individual
schools and corporations
are available on the Indiana
Department of Education’s
website. Click here to learn
more about the state’s litera-
cy standards.

State leaders brush
elbows in D.C.

Reporter photo
Indiana Comptroller Elise Nieshalla and
Indiana Family Institute Executive Director
Ryan McCann were seen recently during a
meeting at the National Republican Club of
Capitol Hill (a.k.a. the Capitol Hill Club) in
Washington, D.C.

Hamilton County

Reporter E:..
v/ MoreNews  / More Sports

. .. and more readers!
Thank you, Hamilton County!
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VICTORIA SPARTZ

Help with Federal Agencies

I can help you when dealing with
federal agencies, including:

® Social Security issues

® Medicare claims

® Veterans benefits

® Passport assistance

® |RS questions

US Flag Requests

Obtain commemorative flags flown
over the US Capitol from my office.

Military Academy Nominations

High school students in our district

may contact my office to request a
nomination to attend one of our nation’s
service academies.

US Capitol and White House
Tour Requests

My office can help arrange tours

throughout our nation’s capital.

West District Office: (317) 848-0201

East District Office: (765) 639-0671

www.spartz.house.gov



https://spartz.house.gov/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fMHLb4jT9o9SeXd2SNHPmVfabtIWCd4h/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fMHLb4jT9o9SeXd2SNHPmVfabtIWCd4h/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fMHLb4jT9o9SeXd2SNHPmVfabtIWCd4h/view
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2023/bills/house/1558/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2024/bills/senate/1/details
https://www.in.gov/doe/it/data-center-and-reports/
https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indiana-academic-standards/literacy-development/
https://facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter

Are You Hungry? Want to Connect? Meet For Breakfast and Coffee Here In Hamilton County

Fishers Legion
1% & 3" Sundays

LEGION
BREAKFAST
BUF FET

=i 8am-Tlam =

THIS SUNDAY
9AM -NOON
$13 ADULTS sz...:;so

Carmel VFW 2"d & 4™ Sat

VFW Post 10003 Bnd(fcst

2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month

L Muitgde med desh to fxch from
- ) Egus cosknd to srder
: o Mioda to coder ormelets
s i £ Hesh browns or heme fries

L Stechks coolked to seder
wd The BLET Bleody Mary 1 & Mimesas

Open to the public!

Carmel Legion Every Weekend

===AMERICAN

LEGION

A monthly veteran 'ga
to get to know veterans In
your

Please jon us

Coffee Somal

corree A
VETERAN

unity gathering fo get ofher veterans

Last Saturday of Each Month
8:00am-9:00am 1% Saturday of the month
Hosted by Clifton Morlan 9am - 10am
University Veterans Post 360

INOY
WARRIOR

R

Remnant Coffee Shop

101 West Main Street
Arcadia, IN 46030
Main St is 266th St

| post-911 veterans especiaty weicome |

Last Sat School House 7 1%t Sat Remnant Coffee Arcadia

Northern Hamilton County and Tipton County Veterans:

the area

We are 5 miles east of US 31, 1 mile west of In 19

HamColn Veteran Service Orgs
You want to know what goes on at your
Post, look at their Website & Facebook

American Legion Posts

Carmel Post 155 Commander - Kim Kilburn

Website https://post155.org Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1000940854
13679

Cicero Post 341 Commander - Tye Anderson
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/cicerolegion341

Fishers Post 470 Commander - Eric Stanley

Website https://legion470fishers.org Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=6157938633
7708

Noblesville Post 45 Commander - Gill Soria
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/people/Frank-

Huntzinger-Noblesville-American-Legion-Post-
45/61572125481943/

Sheridan Post 67 Commander - Tim DeLine
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=6156487499
5173

VEFW Posts

Carmel Post 10003 Commander - Darin Bibeau
Website
https://vtw10003.org/di/viw/v2/default.asp?nid=1
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=6156512075
9104

Noblesville Post 6246 Commander - [zzy Manchaca
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=6156607128
6753

Non-Profit Veteran Orgs

Hamilton County Veterans Corp

P.O. Box 503

Noblesville, in 46061
secretary(@hamiltoncountyveterans.com

Meets 7pm the 1% Monday Monthly at the Fishers
American Legion. Our website
https://www.hamiltoncountyveterans.com/

has 40 pages of resources for our Military Veteran
community

Navy Club Hamilton County Ship 29
Meets 4™ Wed 530pm dinner 630pm meeting at
Gingers Cafe 1111 S 10™ St Noblesville

Stronger Veterans Stronger Communities Coalition
https://hamiltoncountyinsvsc.org/ Check us out and
join as we connect our communities to the resources
we need during our time of need. Eliminating suicide
and saving lives.

Hamilton County Veteran Service

Officers

317-776-9610 Hours — 9am-4pm Weekdays
CVSO —Tom Logan
Tom.logan@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

Assistant CVSO — Robin Wilson
robin.wilson@hamiltoncounty.in.gov
Assistant CVSO — Caroline Franz
caroline.franz@hamiltoncounty.in.gov
Admin Assistant — Christina Ellis
christina.ellis@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

Sept 19 11a-2pm Construction Employment
Opportunities at HVAF 45 E 10 St

i o

o S e

EMPLOYER HIGHLIGHT
SHIEL SEXTON

This is an excellent chance to explore
employment opportunities in construction :
Laborer Installer
Finisher Carpenter
Estimator Safety Manager

Friday
September 19, 2025

Time
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

HVAF
45 East 10™ Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204

@ woowhvatofindiana.org
@ www.shielsexton.com

Hamilton County Military Veteran Activities & Events

9/11-9/13 Come Honor our Fallen

9/11 Memorial Ceremony Thursday, September

11, 2025 at 8PM-10PM

Location: Frank Huntzinger Noblesville American
| egion Post 45

273 S 8" St Noblesville, In

Join Us for a special 9/11 Memorial Ceremony

American Legion Post 45 will be honored to serve
as the temporary home of the Traveling Dog Tag
Memorial Wall by VAU Veterans and Athletes
United from Thursday through Saturday.

This powerful memorial features a U.S. Flag
created from the dog tags of fallen soldiers. Their
kiosk computer allows visitors to search and honor
Lthe names of those who have made Lhe ullimate
sacrifice since 9/11.

On Thursday evening at 8 PM, we will hold a
candlelight vigil and ceremony to Honor and
Remember the lives lost.

This event is open to the public, and we welcome
everyone to come pay their respects and reflect
on the legacy of our lleroes.

Peer Mental Health Support via Zoom 1% & 3" Mondays
6pm Sign up here https://forms.gle/XSJo7XxFpyVi3q1f9
—

@nami

National Aance 0n Mental Biness

Indiana

NAMI Connection Recovery Support Group
for Indiana Veterans

Peer Mental Health Support Group
For Veterans and Military Service Members

What itis:
A free, confidential, peer-led support group for Veterans lning with
mental health conditions or symproms. Led by trained Veterans who
understand the unique challenges of military and Veteran life.
Why it Helps:

o Talk openly without judgment

o Learn from others with shared experiences

* Build camaraderie and connection

« Gain strength in your recovery journey

« Hear from Veteran peers with similar lived experience

Who it's for:

Veterans from all branches and eras of service -- whether
you're currently serving, newly discharged or long retired
looking for support for mental health

When:
Every first and third Monday of Every month starting
September 15th

Sign up here for the Zoom link to join https://forms.gle/
bus6RnuSI1dzwusd?

Please contact David Hudson, NAMI Indiana Military and
Veteran Support Program Manager, at
dhudson@namiindiana.org or 317-925-9399 x111, with
questions or to get involved,

Displays Honoring Vietnam War Veterans

MmwWms
Saturday, September 20 12 pm —- 4 pm
Sunday, September 21 12 pm -4 pm

M20CW — Museum of 20th Century Warfare

Honoring Our Vietnam Veterans
Living History Display

Join us for outdoor displays and §
indoor displays with artifacts
and history discussing the men
and women who served during
the Vietnam War.

5753 Glenn Rd Building 711
Indianapolis, IN 46216

I'here is no fee for this
event, Regular park
admission fees apply.

463-800-2360 for more information

Sept 15-21 Howard County Vietnam Veteran’s 43"

Annual Reunion

Howard County Vietnam Veterans Org Proudly Presents
The 43" Reunion September 15 - 21, 2025

Food

Live Music

Speakers
Public is Invited
Gate entry armband prices - $5/day for Mon, Tues or Wed
$20.00 for Reunion Site or Entire Week = the best price, $20/day for Thurs, Frior Sat

Monday Sept 15 Friday Sept 19
Hanoring our Veteron Organization Honaring our Nation
1100 Opening Ceremony Various Organizations 2:00-4:00 Russ Chandler
Past and Present 4:30-6:00 The Cold Hearts
Tuesday Sept 16 6:30-8:00 Broken Vegas

8:30-10:00 Sherwood Club
10:30-12:00 Woombles Orchestra

Honoring our Past
1100 Opening Ceremorny and special program
For WWOQO, Korea, Vietnam & Cold War Vets
Wednesday Sept 17
Honoring our Diversity
Miami Indian Nation

Saturday Sept 20

Honoring our Supporters
2:00-3:30 Ciara Has ket
4:00-5:30 Sarah Barton

Thursday Sept 18 6:00-7:30 Blackjack Davey
Honoring our Hope 8:00-9:30 Time Travelers

Mental Heakh, VA and other briefings 10:00-12:00 Hippies and Cowboys

4:005:30S.RA

6:00-7:30 2 for the Show Sunday Sept 21

8:00-9:30 Jason Wels Honoring God & Country

10:00-12:00 Roughhouse

10:00 Church

Thank you for attending and WELCOME HOME
Howard County Vietnam & Al Veterans — 8313 E. 400 S. Greentown, In 46936

Sept 17 Job Hiring Event 10a-2pm 8604 Allisonville Rd

U RERRIIDIN

Juz ey VErER NS @

Bridging ife’s tronsitionol gops for veterons, service members, ond militory fomilies.

Join us for our

fall job hiring fair,
designed specifically
for veterans,
transitioning service
members, and
military family
members.

WHEN: Wednesday, September 17, 2025, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

WHERE: 8604 Allisonville Road, Suite 330 (Conference Room)
Indianapolis, IN 46250

WHO: » Touchpoint Support Services
«Indiana Tech University, sharing FREE certification
programs offered by the institution
« Crown Lift Trucks (a subsidiary of Crown
Equipment Corporation)
« And more! r—
RSVP today! 9 e

Contact Kim Dart at kdart@jobreadyvets.org or (317)927-5329.

Get Connected!

f in @ ojrvorg

POW/MIA Escort and Ceremony Sept 19

Rolling Thunder®, Inc.
Indiana Chapter #1

POW/MIA Recognition Day Escort

September 19, 2025
Remembering those that are Still Missing

m WAR/Conflier Service Natlonwide Indiana
Ribhan
wWwi I - I 3343 104
wWwii “I-Ill 71,903 1493
6 Korcan = n 7413 167
Victnam ' l ' l ' 1,567 51
Cold War

. 126 0
Culfs/Libya I'“'-'"'I 6 0

POW Medal

[]
@

Join Rolling Thunder® Indiana Chapter #1 i escorting owr Former Prisoscr of War (POW) and the famaly
members of those that arc ill Missing in Action (MIA) from the Fort Harrison Veterans Center 1o the
Indiana War Memorial for their POW/MIA Recognition Day Cerenony. This is a no cost event and

open to the public.
Staging Information

Staging Lecation: Fort Harrison Vetcrans Center, 9450 East 3%th Strect Indianapolis, IN 46216

Staging and Registration: 08,30 - 09:30am

Opening Remarks and Departure Briefing. 09.30 - 10.45am

Departure Time:: 11:00 (Escorted by IMPD to the Indiana War Memorial)
Primary POC. Mike Clark, Email: sgmelark@comcast.oet, Phone:317-999-7927
Secondary POC: Greg Thompsom, Fmail: wythome@aol com, Phone 317-691-5109

Prevegistration: Please preregister at www. indianarollingthunder.com

POW/MIA Recognition Day Ceremony
Location: Indiana War Memorial, §5 E Michigan St, Indianapolis, IN 46204

Start Time: 1 2:00pm

“The nation which forgets its defenders will itself be forgotten.” Calvin Coolidge, 1920

We must not allow our POWSs and MIAs to be Forgotten
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News

New drug dealer law applied to dealer’s supplier

By TIM SPEARS
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Law enforcement in
Hamilton County say a re-
cent law meant to help crack
down on the fentanyl crisis is
getting investigators closer to
the source of drugs flooding
Indiana.

A judge on Thursday
morning sentenced Larry
Collins Jr. to 40 years in pris-
on for dealing the drugs that
resulted in the death of An-
drew Kitt. Collins, of Michi-
gan City, was 52 when arrest-
ed in May.

Investigators say Collins
was a known dealer, selling

drugs on the corner of West
38th Street and High School
Road in Indianapolis. Ac-
cording to prosecuting doc-
uments, Collins sold cocaine
and fentanyl to a man on Nov.
4. That man took the drugs to
Westfield, sharing with Kitt,
who then died of an overdose.

Indiana adopted a new
law in 2018 allowing prose-
cutors to press felony charges
for dealing in a controlled
substance resulting in death.

Josh Kocher, Hamilton
County chief deputy prosecu-
tor, believes the Collins case
is significant because Collins
never personally delivered
the drugs to Kitt.

“We believe [Collins]
was further up the food chain
if not multiple steps up the
food chain,” Kocher said.

While the 2018 law tar-
gets “a person who knowing-
ly or intentionally manufac-
tures or delivers a controlled
substance ... [resulting] in
the death of a human be-
ing,” Kocher said prosecutors
charged Collins because the
law does not specify the deal-
er had to personally deliver
the drugs to the victim.

“I don’t believe there is
a limit to how far up the dis-
tribution chain we could go,”
Kocher said.

Kocher said Collins’

prosecution and others like
it give investigators a reason
to track the source of the drug
trade, even if it leads them out
of the county.

Without commenting
specifically on the Collins
case, the Indiana Public De-
fender Council has criticized
the dealing resulting in death
law for being overly broad. A
spokesperson for the council
said, as written, punishments
could be piled on users, in-
stead of being applied to peo-
ple driving the drug trade.

The U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration says
just two milligrams of illicit
fentanyl can be fatal. It’s of-

AUCTION

AUCTIONEER MANAGER

John Stewart

317-496-4033
AU101000013
F.C.Tucker Company, LLC
AC315000045

REALTO.R®
Ty Robinson
765-301-8054

Inspection Dates

September 21 (Sun.) 12-2
October 1 (Wed.) 12-4
October 11 (Sat.) 12-2

Auction Date: October 31
at 11 am on site
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-

TUCKER
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SERVICES

Scan to
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Purchase Tickets
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0 Country Stardom
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FEINSTEINSHC.COM | 317.688.1947 | @FEINSTEINSHC

ten mixed with other drugs to
increase potency.

Westfield Police Detective
Sgt. Wade Burtron said, “I
think fentanyl is prevalent. It’s
almost taken over for heroin.”

Burtron is part of West-
field Police Department’s
special investigations unit,
which tracked Kitt’s death to
Collins. He sees fentanyl as
a uniquely dangerous drug
because of its lethality. “The
person going around profiting
from dealing poison to their
community needs to be held
accountable.”

The detective said, “If
you are bringing your product
here or selling to Westfield
residents, we are going to ex-

haust every resource we have
to find you.”

Excluding suicides, Ham-
ilton County has recorded 75
overdose deaths since 2023,
according to the coroner’s
office.

Hamilton County prose-
cutors have filed 14 dealing
causing death cases. Ten have
resulted in guilty verdicts;
four are still pending.

News 8 reached out to the
listed attorney for Collins but
did not hear back by Thurs-
day afternoon.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at
wishtv.com/news/i-team-8/
indiana-fentanyl-dealer-sen-
tenced.

Give hope, stay prepared:
donate blood with Red Cross

The REPORTER

In September, the Amer-
ican Red Cross reminds
people that giving blood
now helps support patients
the moment they need medi-
cal care. Donors of all types,
especially those with types
O positive and B negative
blood, are asked to make an
appointment to give.

National ~ Preparedness
Month is underway — a time
to remember lifesaving blood
products are an essential part
of preparedness for every
type of disaster, whether it
be home fires or natural di-
sasters, such as hurricanes,
flooding, and wildfires. Se-
vere weather can disrupt
blood collections by causing
blood drive cancellations
and impacting donors’ abili-
ty to give. Additionally, trau-
ma patients may need blood
product transfusions within
minutes of entering emer-
gency rooms. Those who
give now could help some-
one in dire moments.

A little care goes

a long way

People coming together
to care for one another is the
humanitarian spirit shared
by the Red Cross communi-
ty and fans of the PEANUTS
comic for the past 75 years.
Those who come to give
by Sept. 21 will receive an

Upcoming
blood drives

Fishers

Sept. 15 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.:
Heartland Church, 14900
126th St.

Sept. 22 from 1 to 6 p.m.: Bil-
lericay Park Multi-Purpose
Community Building, 12690
Promise Road

exclusive Red Cross x PEA-
NUTS mystery bag with
one of four special T-shirt
designs, while supplies last.
Thousands of golden tickets
are also randomly hidden
in mystery bags throughout
the country. Donors who
find a golden ticket when
they open their bag can re-
deem it through an online
form for all four T-shirts.

Bonus: Those who come
to give platelets Sept. 22 to
Oct. 5 can also receive a
classic Red Cross x PEA-
NUTS sweatshirt featuring
Snoopy as the coolest bea-
gle in town, Joe Cool, while
supplies last. See Red-
CrossBlood.org/Peanuts
for details on all offers.

Be a friend to patients in
need. Book a time to give by
visiting  RedCrossBlood.
org, downloading the Red
Cross Blood Donor App,
or calling 1-800-RED
CROSS.

IAEL
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State Road 47 t

News & Public Notices

0 close on

Sheridan’s southwest side

The REPORTER

The Indiana Depart-
ment of Transportation
has announced the closure
of State Road 47 for road
reconstruction near Sheri-
dan.

Beginning on or after
Monday, Sept. 22, SR 47
will close between County
Line Road and Wesco Park-
way for approximately one
month. During this closure,
the official detour will fol-
low State Road 38 to U.S.
421.

This is the first phase of
work on the SR 47 Road-
way Improvement Project,
which aims to reconstruct
SR 47 from County Line
Road east to SR 38 and
build a roundabout at the in-
tersection of SR 47 and SR
38 on the southeast side of
town. You can learn more
about the project at bit.ly/
SR47Sheridan.

INDOT reminds driv-
ers to slow down, avoid
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S.R.47 TO CLOSE NEAR SHERIDAN

* ON/AFTER MON. 9/22: 5.R. 47 TO CLOSE BETWEEN COUNTY LINE RD. &

WESCO PKWY. FOR APPROX. ONE MONTH
* OFFICIAL DETOUR: S.R. 38 TO LL.S. 421

distractions, and use extra
caution while traveling in

and around work zones. All
work is weather-dependent,

Graphic provided by INDOT

and schedules are subject to
change.

U.S. Senator Todd Young applauds House
passage of legislation to formally end Iraq wars

Submitted by Office of

U.S. Sen. Todd Young
On Thursday, U.S. Sena-

tors Todd Young (R-Ind.) and

military force for the Gulf and
Iraq wars, but Congress across
Administrations has failed to
repeal these obsolete AUMFs

Tim Kaine (D-Va.)
applauded the U.S.
House of Repre-
sentatives’  over-
whelming passage
of legislation they
have championed
for years to repeal
the 1991 and 2002
Authorizations for
Use of Military
Force (AUMFs) against Iraq.
The legislation was in-
cluded in the House’s passage
of the Fiscal Year 2026 Na-
tional Defense Authorization
Act (NDAA). The 1991 and
2002 AUMFs — which passed
34 and 23 years ago, respec-
tively — authorized the use of

Young

to prevent their po-
tential misuse.
“The Founding
Fathers knew that
decisions as im-
portant as whether
or not to send ser-
vicemembers into
harm’s way should
require careful de-
liberation and con-
sensus,” Sens. Young and Ka-
ine said in a joint statement.
“But for decades, Congress
has ceded this constitutional
responsibility. The 1991 and
2002 AUMFs are no longer
necessary, and leaving them
on the books carries risk of
potential misuse. The House’s

GRANTS & MORE

* Grant Research

* Proposal Writing
* Planning

* Other Fundraising

Your Road To Fundraising Success!

(317) 750-1204

www.greenavenue.info » amys@greenavenue.info
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Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events. (,\
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myhamiltoncountyparks.com « 317-770-4400
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eastletonume-artanderaftfair.org

Qam - 3pm
Saturda
October 4+E
Castleton UMC
7101 Shadeland

overwhelming support for
repealing these AUMFs is a
critical step forward in reas-
serting Congress’ role in de-
cisions of war and peace, and
keeping U.S. servicemembers
safe. Since the Senate has pre-
viously voted to repeal these
AUMFs with a strong bipar-
tisan majority, we will do all
we can to ensure that this pro-

vision is included in the ver-
sion of the bill that goes to the
President’s desk.”

The House voted to repeal
the 1991 and 2002 AUMFs in
June 2021. The Senate did so
in March 2023, but because
the votes did not occur during
the same congressional ses-
sion, the legislation did not
become law.

— NOBLESVILLE —
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— HAMILTON COUNTY —

BEFORE THE HAMILTON COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
IN THE MATTER OF
Clara Knotts Drain,
Parkwood Drive Arm/96th & College Reconstruction Arm,
Parkwood Drive Vacation
Vacate from 124G to 124F; 124F to 124E; 124E to 124B; 124B to 124; 124A
to 124; 124 to 123; 123 to 122; 12 to 13; 13A to 13; 13 to 124D; 124D to 124C;
124C to 124 B; & 10 to 11.

NOTICE is hereby given that a petition to vacate has been received by the
Hamilton County Surveyor for the Clara Knotts Drain, Parkwood Drive Arm/96th
& College Reconstruction Arm, Parkwood Drive Vacation across Parcels 16-13-
11-04-07-001.010, 16-13-11-04-07-001.006 and 99-99-99-99-99-999.005 (Vacate
from 124G to 124F; 124F to 124E; 124E to 124B; 124B to 124; 124A to 124; 124
to 123; 123 to 122; 12 to 13; 13A to 13; 13 to 124D; 124D to 124C; 124C to 124
B; & 10 to 11) and that a hearing is scheduled for September 22, 2025 at 9:00
A.M. on that request in Commissioners Court, Hamilton County Judicial Center,
One Hamilton County Square, Noblesville, IN 46060.

Objections to the VACATION of the drain must be filed in writing not less than
five (5) days before the date of the hearing.

The Board will consider whether the drain performs the function for which it
was designed and constructed; whether the expense of maintenance outweighs the
benefits to be derived therefrom, and whether the abandonment thereof will not be
detrimental to the public welfare.

HAMILTON COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD

ATTEST: Lynette Mosbaugh

Executive Secretary

R6759 9/12/25, 9/15/25

Notice of Public Hearing of the Board of Commissioners of Hamilton County
To Enter Into A Public-Private BOT Agreement Pursuant to
Indiana Code 5-23
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Commissioners of Hamilton County,
Indiana (the “Board of Commissioners™), will conduct a public hearing on
September 22, 2025, at 1:00 p.m., local time, in the Commissioners’ Courtroom
at the Hamilton County Courthouse, located at 1 Hamilton County Square,
Noblesville, Indiana, 46060, to review the proposal and agreement for the
construction, equipping, operation, maintenance, and transfer to Hamilton County,
Indiana (the “County”), of the Public Safety Training Facility (collectively, the
“Project”) pursuant to Indiana Code 5-23. The purpose of the hearing is to hear
the recommendation to members of the Board of Commissioners in order to
make an award of a public-private agreement for the Project submitted by Meyer
Najem. The address and telephone number of the Board of Commissioners is
One Hamilton County Square, Suite 157, Noblesville, Indiana, 46060, telephone
number 317-776-8493. This hearing is open to the public. The proposal for the
Project and an explanation of the basis upon which the recommendation is being
made are available for public inspection and copying at the office of the Board of
Commissioners during regular business hours.
/s/ Todd Clevenger, Auditor
Hamilton County, Indiana
R6778

9/12/25, 9/15/25
— IESTFIELD —

NOTICE OF DECISION TO ENTER LEASE AGREEMENT

The taxpayers of the City of Westfield Redevelopment District (the “District™),
are hereby notified that on August 18, 2025, the City of Westfield Redevelopment
Commission (the “Commission”), did adopt a resolution determining that the
Commission will take all actions necessary to enter into a lease agreement (the
“Lease”) with the City of Westfield Redevelopment Authority (the “Authority”),
which in turn will allow the Authority to issue certain revenue bonds (the
“Bonds”), payable from the lease rentals received from the Commission pursuant
to the terms of the Lease. The Bonds may be issued in one or more series or
issues, in an original aggregate principal amount not to exceed Thirty-Five
Million Dollars ($35,000,000), for the purpose of procuring funds to pay for
all or a portion of the costs of the Projects, as defined and fully described in
the respective resolution adopted by the Commission on August 18, 2025. The
Authority adopted a resolution on August 18, 2025, approving the form of the
Lease and authorizing the execution thereof. Following the public hearing and
approval of the form of the Lease by the Commission, the Common Council of
the City adopted an ordinance on September 8, 2025, approving the Lease, the
issuance of the Bonds and other matters related thereto.

The Lease will have a term beginning on the date on which the Commission
begins to make lease rental payments under the Lease, and ending on the day prior
to a date not later than twenty-five (25) years thereafter, with a maximum annual
lease rental payment not to exceed Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000) payable in
semiannual installments commencing no earlier than December 15, 2025, and
thereafter on June 15 or December 15 of each year during the remaining term of
the Lease (or on such other dates as may be agreed upon by the Authority and the
Commission prior to the sale of the Bonds, based upon the advice of the financial
advisor to the Authority and the Commission).

Dated this 12th day of September, 2025.

CITY OF WESTFIELD REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

R6775 9/12/25, 9/15/25, 9/19/25, 9/22/25

R6773

Public Notice of Construction Activity

Epcon Communities (11555 North Meridian Street, Suite 120, Carmel,
IN 46032) is submitting a Notice of Intent to the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management of our intent to comply with the requirements of
the Construction General Stormwater Permit to discharge stormwater from
construction activities associated with The Courtyards of Hazel Dell, Section 2
project located on the east side of Hazel Dell Road between E 169th Street and
the Midland Trace Trail in Noblesville, Indiana, and is scheduled to commence
September 2025. Runoff from the project site will discharge to the east to the
Russel Shugart Regualted Drain. Questions or comments regarding this project
should be directed to Josh Rodgers with Epcon Communities (Email:
jrodgers@epconcommunities.com or Call: 317-619-3561)

9/12/25, 9/15/25

— JACKSON TOWNSHIP —

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO APPROVE THE TOWNSHIP’S
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN

Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of Jackson Township, Hamilton County,
Indiana that the Jackson Township Board will meet on Tuesday September 23rd at
506 W. Main Street, Arcadia, IN 46030 at 10:00 a.m. to consider the adoption of
the Township’s Capital Improvement Plan.

Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have the right to comment. The
Capital Improvement Plan as adopted will be referred to the Department of Local
Government Finance (DLGF).

R6781 9/12/25, 9/15/25

— HAMILTON COUNTY —

FOR A COMMERCIAL PURPOSE

Records; and

under that Act; and

and

Records requests; and

Public Records in writing; and

SECTION I. APPLICABILITY.

SECTION II. DEFINITIONS.

Person.

to the public.

subdivision.

Required Fields under this Ordinance.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-08-25-B

AN ORDINANCE OF THE HAMILTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS REQUIRING ANY REQUEST TO INSPECT AND/OR COPY HAMILTON
COUNTY’S PUBLIC RECORDS TO BE MADE IN WRITING AND PROHIBITING THE USE OF ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM SUCH A REQUEST

WHEREAS, the Hamilton County Board of Commissioners hereby adopts this Ordinance to require any Person who requests to Inspect and/or Copy Hamilton County’s
Public Records to make such a request in writing and to prohibit the use of Information obtained from such a request for a Commercial Purpose; and
WHEREAS, Indiana’s Access to Public Records Act, Indiana Code§ 5-14-3-1, et seq., governs a Person’s right to Inspect and/or Copy Hamilton County’s Public

WHEREAS, one purpose of this Ordinance is to ensure that any Person who is entitled to
Inspect and/or Copy Hamilton County’s Public Records under Indiana’s Access to Public Records Act may Inspect and/or Copy Hamilton County’s Public Records

WHEREAS, under Indiana Code§ 5-14-3-3(a)(2), Hamilton County may, at its discretion, require that any Person requesting to Inspect or Copy Hamilton County’s
Public Records submit such a request in writing on a Form provided by Hamilton County; and

WHEREAS, Hamilton County maintains several categories of Public Records in electronic data storage systems, including, without limitation, Public Records which
have gathered to respond to requests to Inspect or Copy Hamilton County’s Public Records as well as other records; and

WHEREAS, Hamilton County invests substantial time and resources into reviewing and responding to Public Records requests; and

WHEREAS, Hamilton County may save time and resources if a Person must submit Public Records requests in writing on a Form because such a Form should help
Hamilton County identify and process requests in an efficient manner; and

WHEREAS, Hamilton County also should be able to communicate in an efficient manner about Public Records requests that are submitted in writing; and

WHEREAS, one purpose of this Ordinance is to allow Hamilton County to identify, process, and communicate about Public Records requests in an efficient manner;

WHEREAS, under Indiana Code§ 5-14-3-3(e), Hamilton County may prohibit any Person who obtains Information from Hamilton County’s Public Records from using
any such Information for a Commercial Purpose; and
WHEREAS, a Person should not profit from the time and resources that Hamilton County dedicates to reviewing and responding to Public Records requests; and

WHEREAS, one purpose of this Ordinance is to prevent any Person from profiting from the time and resources Hamilton County dedicates to responding to Public

WHEREAS, Hamilton County shall provide reasonable accommodation to any Person who is unable to submit a request to Inspect and/or Copy Hamilton County’s

WHEREAS, one purpose of this Ordinance is to ensure that Hamilton County does not discriminate against any Person who is unable to submit a request to Inspect and/

or Copy Hamilton County’s Public Records in writing; and
WHEREAS, this Ordinance should be interpreted, applied, and enforced in a manner that will advance the above-stated purposes of this Ordinance.
IT IS THEREBY ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Hamilton County that:

This Ordinance applies to requests to Inspect or Copy Hamilton County’s Public Records.

a. “Commercial Purpose” means any commercial purpose identified in Indiana Code § 5- 14-3-3(e), including, without limitation, any act taken to sell, advertise,
and/or solicit the purchase of merchandise, goods, and/or services and/or sell, loan, give away, and/or otherwise deliver the Information obtained by any request to any

b. Copy” means transcribing by handwriting, photocopying, xerography, duplicating machine, duplicating electronically stored data onto a disk, tape, drum, or any
other medium of electronic data storage, and reproducing by any other means.
c. “Form” means the Public Records Request Form available on Hamilton County’s website and any office where Hamilton County’s Employees provide services

d. “Hamilton County” means the political subdivision known as Hamilton County, Indiana, as well as any elected official and/or Person employed by that political

e. “Information” means any word, image, and/or audio recorded on and/or in Hamilton County’s Public Records.

f. “Inspect” means any activity identified in Indiana Code § 5-14-3-2(h).

g. “Office” means any office operated by Hamilton County.

h. “Ordinance” means this ordinance, Ordinance No. 09-08-25- B

1. “Person” means any individual, corporation, limited liability company, partnership, unincorporated association, and/or governmental entity.

J. “Public Record” means any writing, paper, report, study, map, photograph, book, card, tape recording, or other material that is created, received, retained,
maintained, or filed by or with Hamilton County and which is generated on paper, paper substitutes, photographic media, chemically based media, magnetic or machine
readable media, electronically stored data, or any other material, regardless of form or characteristics which is not deemed confidential, privileged, or otherwise not
subject to public disclosure under local, state, and/or federal law.

k. “Required Field” means a field identified by an Asterix and emphasized with Bold font on the Form which is provided by Hamilton County on its website and/
or its Offices. Hamilton County Employees shall identify Required Fields and/or identify a Person who can identify Required Fields if a Person has questions about

SECTION III. PROCESS FOR REQUESTING HAMILTON COUNTY’S PUBLIC RECORDS.

Offices.

such request.

SECTION V. EFFECTIVE DATE.

8th day of September 2025.

R6785

a. Any Person may Inspect and/or Copy Hamilton County’s Public Records if the Person is entitled to access to such a Public Record under Indiana’s Access to
Public Records Act and the Person identifies with reasonable particularity the Public Record in writing on a Form provided by Hamilton County. Any Person submitting
such a Form must provide all details which must be provided to complete the Required Fields on such a Form. Completed Forms may be submitted via

Hamilton County’s NextRequest Portal at https://hamiltoncountyin.nextrequest.com/, email to legal@hamiltoncounty.in.gov, and/or in person at Hamilton County’s

b. Any Person who desires to Inspect and/or Copy Hamilton County’s Public Records under Indiana’s Access to Public Records Act may identify with reasonable
particularity the Public Record the Person desires to Inspect and/or Copy in writing on any document which provides all details which must be provided to complete the
Required Fields on a Form provided by Hamilton County. Such documents may be submitted via Hamilton County’s NextRequest Portal at
https://hamiltoncountyin.nextreguest.com/, email to legal@,hamiltoncounty.in.gov, and/or in person at Hamilton County’s Offices.

c. Any Person who is unable to submit a completed Form or written document to Inspect and/or Copy Hamilton County’s Public Records who is entitled to a
reasonable accommodation under local, state, and/or federal law may request and receive such a reasonable accommodation.

SECTION IV. ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES.
Hamilton County may enforce this Ordinance as follows:
a. If Hamilton County receives any request to Inspect and/or Copy Hamilton County’s Public Records which does not comply with this Ordinance, it may deny any

b. If Hamilton County receives any request to Inspect and/or Copy Hamilton County’s Public Records from any Person who has not complied with this Ordinance,
Hamilton County may direct any Person to comply with this Ordinance.

c. If Hamilton County receives any request to Inspect and/or Copy Hamilton County’s Public Records from any Person who has not complied with this Ordinance,
Hamilton County may provide a Form and/or direct any Person to submit a completed Form pursuant to this Ordinance.

d. If Hamilton County receives any request to Inspect and/or Copy Hamilton County’s Public Records from any Person and Hamilton County is not able to verify
that the name and/or contact information which was provided with the request is complete and accurate, Hamilton County may require any Person who submitted such
a request to verify the name and contact information provided is complete and accurate. Hamilton County may find that any Person who refuses to provide a name and
contact information which is complete and accurate has abandoned the Person’s request to Inspect and/or Copy Hamilton County’s Public Records.

e. If Hamilton County receives a request for a reasonable accommodation and the Person making this request is entitled to a reasonable accommodation under
local, state, or federal law, Hamilton County shall provide such a Person with such a reasonable accommodation.

f. Any Person who uses Information obtained via a request to Inspect and/or Copy Hamilton County’s Public Records for a commercial purpose is not entitled to
obtain access to Hamilton County’s Public Records under this ordinance or Indiana Code§ 5-14-3-3(e).

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect on November 1, 2025, which shall be more than 30 days after publication of the Notice of Adoption of this Ordinance.
The Hamilton County Auditor is directed to have this Ordinance codified in the Hamilton County Code of Ordinances.
ALL OF WHICH IS ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Hamilton County this

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF HAMILTON, INDIANA

Steven C. Dillinger, President
Christine Altman, Vice President
Mark Heirbrandt

Attested

Todd E. Clevenger, Auditor
9/12/25, 9/15/25
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Obituary

Elbert E. Elliott “Dr. E”
June 18, 1937 — September 9, 2025 TODAY’S BIBLE READING

Elbert E. Elliott “Dr. E”, 88, Carmel, passed away on THE APPOINTED FESTIVALS
Tuesday, September 9, 2025, at his “The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites

home at Independence Village of Car- | yndsay to them: ‘These are my appointed festivals,

mel. He was born June 18, 1937, to . . .
Monous and Antha Lou (Jackson) El- the appointed festivals of the Lord, which you are

liott in Jonesboro, Ark. to proclaim as sacred assemblies.
Elbert met Barbara Wallace when THE SABBATH

they were high school freshmen. He ““There are six days when you may work, but
tripped her on the stairs to get her at-

o jewelry £\ tention. In 1956, they married and be. | /1€ Seventh day is a day of sabbath rest, a day
. broken or SCl'ap g Ol d ) gan their 64 % year journey together. | of sacred assembly. You are not to do any work;
- : For over 50 years, they ir}vested their lives in a calling from | wherever you live, it is a sabbath to the Lord.
° S||Ver Jewelry God Almlghty_tq proc_lalm the Good News and help peo- THE PASSOVER AND
, ple through ministry in churches, colleges, and universi- F U B
° Ste rllng ﬂatwa re ties. They made many good friends all over the world. Dr. » THE FESTIVAL OF ; NLEAV}'ENED RE'AD
f- t h E looked for the good in others, gave encouragement, and These are the Lord’s appointed festivals, the
¢ TINE watcnes helped those who needed it. sacred assemblies you are to proclaim at their
. Elbert graduated high school in Mt. Carmel, Ill., earned ; S p :
» diamonds s BS from Oklahom Bapst Univrsiy, a MLDi. fom | #2701 t1e07 The Lard s Pusover begins o
e COINS and more Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, a M.S. from South- :

ern Illinois University, and a Ph.D. from Southern Illinois | On the fifteenth day of that month the Lord’s

Located in Downtown Fishers University in Carbondale. From 1987 to 2005, Elbert was | Festival of Unleavened Bread begins; for seven

the Senior Minister at First Baptist Church in Mattoon, I11., days you must eat bread made without yeast

Call or text todayv to schedule appointment| and from 2006 to 2020 he was the Provost and Professor
y PP of Pulpit Communications, Biblical Studies, and Pastoral On the first day hold a sacred assembly and do

Ministries at Trinity College. Elbert was an artist and en- | no regular work. For seven days present a food
| | joyed painting landscapes, stills, and portraits. offering to the Lord. And on the seventh day hold
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by

his wife, Barbara, and his brother David. Elbert is survived a sacred assembly and do no regular work.

by his daughters, Debbie (Steve) Keyes and Tami (Dennon) Leviticus 23:1-8 (NIV)
e McMillan, and son, Dave (Krissie) Elliott. He also leaves
ki behind eight grandchildren: Missy (Brian), Rachelle (Kev- : :

in), Dennon II (Melissa), Marcie (Joe), Josh (Myra), Megan Meeting Notices

(Mark), Karmen (Bethany), and Emily (CJ). Great PaPa’s The Noblesville Schools The Hamilton Heights Classroom

family tree continues to blossom with 16 great-grandchil— Board of Trustees will meet at | | Teachers Association and Hamilton

: 6 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 16,2025, | | Heights School Corporation will hold
dren whom he loved dearly a'nd, Wer,e the ap ple'thIS ,eye' A in the Board Room at the No- a public hearing at 7:30 a.m. Tuesday,
good day for Elbert was spending time with his family, es- | blesville Schools Educational | | Sept. 16, 2025, at the Hamilton Heights

H E R I T G E pecially all his grandchildren and great-grandchildren. He | Services Center, 18025 River | | Student Activity Center, 420 W. North
A loved playing games, taking them places and making root | Road, Noblesville. St., Arcadia, pursuant to IC 20-29-6-1(a).

beer floats. Every day was “Super Duper” to him!

JEWELRY & ESTATE

Services will be held at 4 p.m. Friday, September 12, / The R 5 I bi .
BUYERS 2025, at Randall & Roberts Funeral Center, 1685 Westfield -y He ; lep orter ‘; Ji lc{ Pt @ hltu‘;r lels
Road, Noblesville, with Dr. Scott Shepard officiating. Vis- SLEEaIN ORI R (o TS

317-741-8970 o . . . for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary
itation will be from 2 p.m. to the time of the service at the g e s s Vet mesihy dioursh Satizihy

H e ritag eJ ewe I ryB uye rs.com funeral home. Burial will be at 11 a.m. (Central Time) on Tl 15 7 G MGy et e o, Ton e

Saturday, September 13, 2025, at Highland Cemetery in Mt continue to offer this as a community service, we ask
Carmel, I11. that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
- Memorial contributions may be made to First Baptist space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.
'I'h a n ks Inr re a d I n ' Church, 1804 S. 9th St., Mattoon, IL 61938; or Trinity Col- Submit obituaries under 500 words online at
g l lege, 20 NW 3rd St., Evansville, IN 47708. ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.
Condolences: randallroberts.com N /
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10868 Matherly Way 17309 Graley Place 360 Myers Lake Drive 1628 W. PORT COURT
NOBLESVILLE WESTFIELD NOBLESVILLE MORSE RESERVOIR
Welcome to this 2-bedroom, 2-bath Enjoy low maintenance living in this Welcome to 360 Myers Lake Drive! Beautiful Cicero luxury home with
patio home in Chapel Villas, featuring a 2BR/2BA paired patio home with This 4-bed, 4-bath home in west 165’ frontage, 4 bedrooms/
gourmet Kitchen, sunroom, gas fireplace, sunroom, screened porch and patio. Noblesville near Morse Reservoir 4 baths (3 ensuites), multiple decks,
motorized blinds, and low-maintenance The view from your patio overlooks features 9-ft ceilings, Trex deck, 2-story great room, dock with boat
living just minutes from shopping, apond. Fully finished garage is finished bonus room, 3 laundry areas, lifts, beach, updated kitchen, den, and
fhmng, and golf completed with race deck flooring. updated systems, no HOA, 3 garages. Meticulously maintained-
_Listed at $354,900 Welcome home! and a 3-car garage. ready for new owners.

New Price! $379,900 Listed at $459,900 New Price! $899,900
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CONCERTS
CENTERPIECE

171}

Enjoy free concert performances
on the terraced, amphitheater seating
surrounding the stately Centerpiece.

Sundays | 5-7 PM | Free

Coxhall Gardens

Stella Luna and
the Satellites

Sept. 21

Rodney Stepp

Sept. 28

|||||||||||||||

11677 Towne Rd., Carmel, IN 46032
myhamiltoncountyparks.com ¢ 317-770-4400
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NOBLESVILLE YOUTH SPORTS ALLIANCE

{ S

ONE COMMUNITY @ 6500+ KIDS ® 17 PROGRAMS

www.noblesvillesports.com @noblesvillesports

REPORTER SPORTS FRIDAY

Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie Hall

CARMEL, FisHERS, GUERIN CaTHOLIC, HAMILTON HEIGHTS, HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN, NOBLESVILLE, SHERIDAN, UNIVERSITY, WESTFIELD

Volleyball

Southeastern wins Mudsock
trophy with tlght sweep of Fishers

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

FISHERS — The Ham-
ilton Southeastern volley-
ball team hosted the Mud-
sock match with Fishers on
Thursday and won in a tight
straight-set match, 25-18,
25-21, 25-19.

After the Royals pre-
vailed in the first set, both
teams settled in for a very
competitive second  set.
Neither team led by more
than two points until the
end, when Southeastern
won four straight points
from 21-21. Madi Miles
started the run with a kill,
followed by a kill from Bre
Morgan. Miles stepped up
again with a net tip to bring
HSE to set point, then put
down another kill to give
the Royals the set.

“She’s been our go-to,”
said Southeastern coach Ja-
son Young. “She’s come up
with crucial kills at big times
for us. She’s getting it done
every single night. She’s go-
ing to Illinois for a reason.”

See Mudsock . . . Page 17

By QUINN MATTHEWS
quinn@readthereporter.com

WESTFIELD — The
Westfield Shamrocks
took a quick three-set win
against the Noblesville
Millers on Thursday, 25-
12, 25-17, 25-16.

The first set started
with intense rallies as both
teams fought for the early
lead. The Shamrocks soon
took command with a se-
ries of striking hits from
Carsyn Comer that sent
the ball right through the
Millers. They maintained
their lead despite solid
blocks from Reese Res-
mer and Ella Coppock.
Paige Rudolph added to
the score with well-placed
spikes that kept the pres-

The Hamilton Southeastern volleyball team swept Fishers on Thursday to win the Mudsock match.

Clean sweep: Westfield stays undefeated with a 3-0 win

sure high. The Shamrocks
ended the set in their favor
25-12.

The Millers brought re-
newed energy into the sec-
ond set and took the lead
to gain some momentum.
They had multiple power-
ful attacks from Kennedy
Lutz that made it a hard
fight for the Shamrocks,
but it was the Shamrocks'
stamina during long vol-
leys that made the dif-
ference. The Shamrocks
took the lead again with
hits from Laynie Hol-
man, which consistently
found holes in the Mill-
ers defense. They finished
strong and ended the set in
their favor 25-17.

Tension filled the gym
as both teams entered the

Joshua Herd
Photographer
joshuaherdphotography.com

Specializes in

senior portraits,
family portraits,

—_—

events/sports

317-670-4645 * jhjphotos@yahoo.com

third set, knowing this was
the make-or-break mo-
ment. The Milers put up
a fight with Resmer and
Coppock continuing to
maintain their powerful
blocks at the net. But the
Shamrocks found ways
around it, finding differ-
ent clever ways to gather
points. Kenna Robinson
scored multiple aces and
firmly put points on the
board. After a hard-fought
match, the Shamrocks'
consistency led to a final
set win of 25-16, and a
3-0 win overall to carry
on their undefeated streak.
Westfield is 11-0.

“Our serving has con-
tinued to dominate, I felt
that gave us the opportu-
nity to defend better,” said
Westfield head coach Sean
Keeve.

The Noblesville Mill-
ers will host an invitation-
al at 9 a.m. on Saturday
facing Union County and
Western. The Westfield
Shamrocks will attend the
Hamilton  Southeastern
invitational at 9 a.m. on
Saturday facing Cathedral
and Mt. Vernon.

Reporter photo by Richie Hall

Reporter photo by Quinn Matthews
Westfield’s Laynie Holman goes up to make a spike during the Shamrocks’
volleyball match with Noblesville on Thursday. Pictured for the Millers is
Kennedy Lutz.
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It keeps them runnin’: athletes Mupsock

Sports

compete in Prairie on Fire

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

STRAWTOWN - How
long can you go in the prairie?

Runners from across
the country put themselves
to the test this past week-
end (Sept. 6 and 7) as they
competed in the Prairie on
Fire Backyard Ultra. The
event is an endurance test to
see how long an athlete can
keep running, navigating
a 4.167-mile loop around
White River Campground
during the day and on the
234th Street trail at night.

The competing runners
have one hour to finish 4.167
miles, which doesn’t sound
that bad —the pace is a 14-min-
ute mile. The test comes in the
hours afterwards: in order to
stay in the race, a runner has to
run another loop, every hour,
on the hour.

The event started in
2022 with seven runners,
but has grown exponential-
ly since then. The 2025 edi-
tion featured 172 runners.
TJ Dailey, race director for
Meshingomesia Track Club
(the entity that hosts the
race), called the growth “un-
believable,” giving credit to
the weather, which was per-
fect for running.

“It’s between 50 and 75
degrees,” said Dailey. “You
could not ask for a better
scenario than that. So, that’s
been a big thing. We’ve had
good performances here and
then a strong Indiana com-
munity and a great runner
experience. We really try to
focus on runner experience
and that’s helped us grow.”

While the majority of the
runners were from Indiana,
several faraway communi-
ties were represented, from

Key West, Fla. to Eagle Riv-
er, Alaska. There was one
runner from Ontario.

Several runners are
regular ultra-marathoners,
including Cameron Balser
from Kokomo. Balser ran
the perimeter of the entire
continental United States, a
294-day journey that begin
Oct. 10, 2023 in Cleveland
and finished on Aug. 3,
2024. During his run, Balser
visited 33 different states,
making stops at Niagara
Falls, Maine, Key West,
Santa Monica, Calif. and
the Cascades before return-
ing to Cleveland.

Balser, who ran with a
cart behind his back that
kept his supplies, called the
experience ‘“‘magical” and
“freeing.”

“A lot of times, we see
the world from TV,” said
Balser. “To see how kind
and loving it is, is amazing.”

This year’s top finish-
er at Prairie on Fire is Jeff
Walker from Noblesville.
Walker completed 38 loops
for a total of 158.346 miles.
There was a tie for second
place: Westfield’s Abram
Rickenberg and Indianap-
olis’ Angel Soto Lozada
both completed 37 loops, or

Reporter photos by Richie Hall

(TOP) The White River Campground hosted
runners from across the country as they tested
their endurance at the Prairie on Fire Backyard
Ultra this past weekend (Sept. 6 and 7). A total
of 172 runners competed in the event. (ABOVE)
Zach Homol of Brownsburg gets some food early
Sunday (Sept. 7) morning after finishing 75 miles
of the Prairie on Fire Backyard Ultra.

154.179 miles.

Gracie Bell of Ingalls
was the top female finisher.
She completed 27 loops, or
112.509 miles. A total of 25

runners completed 24 loops,
which gave them 100 miles
total.

A complete list of results
can be found at this link.

More than scores: Southeastern Media
Network capturmg the moments that count

By QUINN MATTHEWS
quinn@readthereporter.com

Teams aren’t just built
on plays, practices, or wins
and losses. They are about
the players who wear the
jersey. Behind every team
statistic, there’s a deeper
story. Hamilton Southeast-
ern High School under-
stands that it’s the shared
culture that makes a true
team, and their media pro-
gramming is here to capture
it.

HSE offers many me-
dia programs including
Yearbook, Newspaper,
News Broadcast, Sports
Broadcast, General Public
Relations, Sports Media,
and Film Studio. There
are hundreds of students
in these programs, but one
in particular was recent-
ly flooded with interested
students. The sports media
program, known as South-
eastern Sports Network,
includes 70 students that
initially started as a Public
Relations class.

“Public Relations start-
ed in 2023 with only 12 stu-
dents,” said Carson Trotter,
a fall executive director of
sports media and a student
at HSE. “It was a combined
class of spring athletics
teams and some out-of-
building and in-building
PR work like graphics for
teacher parent night and
other events. Suddenly, we
had like 70 students wanting
to join for sports PR, so we
had to separate them. Now
we have General Public Re-
lations and Sports Media.”

The Southeastern Sports
Network is split into teams
to guarantee equal and thor-
ough coverage. Each sport
has a coverage team of stu-
dents that range from five
to eight people. The teams

The dedicated work of

help manage the Instagram
account for their assigned
sport, along with gather-
ing pictures and bonding
with players. They cover
every home game and post
scores at halftime and after
games throughout the entire
season. Their main Insta-
gram that houses all current
sports is (@southeasternsn.
It has over 5,000 followers,
and is packed with content
all year round.

“A staple of our pro-
gram is live event cover-
age. Timely photo coverage
is the biggest thing you see.
An expectation we are set
to have is to attend every
home event. If a student is
not able to go to a home
game, they should have
a lot of trust in the South-
eastern Sports Network to
see scores,” said Omar El-
sayed, the winter executive
director of sports media,
social media manager, cre-

ative professional, and stu-
dent at HSE.

Along with updated
sports coverage that you
can always rely on, the
Sports Media and Sports
Broadcast classes are col-
laborating to create a series
of episodes every week to
document the 2025 foot-
ball season. These episodes
include footage of practic-
es, games, pep talks from
the coach, and many other
unique elements that make
the teams more personable.

“I'm really glad we
started with a bang this
year. The whole point of
it [the football series] is to
wrap in all kinds of media
and types of storytelling,”
said Elsayed. “A lot of peo-
ple liked it a lot. People
thought it was unique and
different. We are setting the
bar high and dropping new
things that other schools ar-
en’t doing, and that’s what

Photo illustration provided
the students involved has made Southeastern
Sports Network successful in providing coverage of athletics at Hamilton
Southeastern.

is making us stand out.”

Even with 70 students
in their program that all
shine when it comes to
providing top-of-the-line
content, making the pro-
gram feel like a family is
their number one priority.
Promoting shared culture
to their staff is extremely
important to them.

“I couldn’t be more
proud to be a part of it. We
preach every day, people
over process, people over
product. I want to make
sure that the person to the
right and to the left of me
are okay before anything
else,” said Trotter. “When
we walk into our classroom
there’s printed photos plas-
tered all over the wall of
our teams together cover-
ing games, out to eat after
events, and getting together
outside of the classroom,
it's a big culture that we re-
ally believe in.”
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Several players stepped
up for both teams during the
second set. Miles and Mor-
gan teamed up for a block,
while Merritt Sliwa hit a
couple Kkills. Meanwhile,
Fishers” Milana Mays also
hit a couple kills, with Ella
Dragoo adding a pair of
kills as well.

“Milana is a steady force
for us, both blocking and at-
tacking,” said Tigers coach
Kim Baker, who is now the
Fishers varsity head coach
after two years as an assis-
tant. “As long as we can get
her the ball and we can keep
feeding her, we’re going to
score points with her.”

The third set was close
early, with the score tied at
6-6. Miles and Fishers’ Mya
Woodley both hit aces, with
HSE’s Mia Zabel making a
block for the first point. The
Royals took off on a 10-1
run that gave the home team
a 16-7 lead. Sliwa, Miles
and Ava Gould all hit kills,
while Jasmie Daniels served
an ace.

Fishers went on it own

from Page 16

6-0 run to get back within
16-12; Mays hit a kill and
teamed with Brynn Bak-
er for a block after making
a solo block. Ava Tester
served two aces. But Sli-
wa ended the run with a
kill, then Brooklyn Sigler’s
spike pushed Southeastern
ahead 20-13. The Tigers
kept battling to the end, but
Sliwa hit a kill on match
point to finish things up.

Miles finished with 16
kills, while Sliwa hit nine.
Morgan made eight blocks.
As for Fishers, Mays put
down nine kills and made
three blocks, while Tester
dished out 14 assists and
served two aces. Caitlyn
Gutt had three aces, with
Kate Brinkruff collecting
nine digs.

The Royals are 3-0 in
Hoosier Crossroads Confer-
ence play and 11-1 overall;
they host the Southeastern
Invitational on Saturday.
Fishers is 0-4 in the confer-
ence and 9-5 overall. The
Tigers’ next match is Mon-
day at Center Grove.

SPORTS SCHEDULE

Friday, Sept. 12

BOYS SOCCER
Columbus North at Carmel, 7:30 p.m.

FOOTBALL
Carmel at Louisville Trinity, 7 p.m.
Clinton Central at Sheridan, 7 p.m.
Danville at Hamilton Heights, 7 p.m.
Hamilton Southeastern at Fishers, 7 p.m.
Noblesville at Westfield, 7 p.m.
Guerin Catholic at Brebeuf Jesuit, 7:30 p.m.

TENNIS
Guerin Catholic at Brebeuf Jesuit, 5 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
Guerin Catholic at Brebeuf Jesuit, 6 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 13

BOYS SOCCER
Oak Hill at Hamilton Southeastern, 10 a.m.
Hamilton Heights at Hoosier Conference tournament, 11 a.m.
Guerin Catholic at Cardinal Ritter, 11:30 a.m.

Pendleton Heights at Westfield, 11:30 a.m.

University at Franklin Community, noon

Carmel at Brebeuf Jesuit, 12:30 p.m.

Columbus East at Fishers, 12:30 p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY
Carmel, Westfield boys at Brown County Eagle Classic, 8:30 a.m.
Hamilton Heights, Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville at
Indiana Wesleyan Wildcat Classic, 8:30 a.m.
All-Catholic Invitational, 9 a.m. at Guerin Catholic
Sheridan at Maconaquah Invitational, 9 a.m.
University, Westfield at Ben Davis Invitational, 9:30 a.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
Hauser at University, 11 a.m.
Bishop Dwenger at Guerin Catholic, 11:30 a.m.
Noblesville at Harrison, 11:30 a.m.
Hamilton Southeastern at Fort Wayne Carroll, 11:45 a.m.
Chesterton at Carmel, 1 p.m.
Fishers at Homestead, 3:30 p.m.
GOLF
Westfield at Bloomington North Invitational, 9 a.m. at Cascades Golf Club
Hoosier Conference meet, noon at Rensselaer Central
Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville at
Courtney Cox Cole Invitational, 1 p.m. at Harbour Trees
Hoosier Heartland Conference meet, 2 p.m. at Angel Hill Golf Club
TENNIS
Fishers Invitational, 9 a.m.
Hamilton Southeastern at Center Grove, 9 a.m.
Westfield Shamrock Round Robin, 9 a.m.
Pioneer Conference meet, TBA

VOLLEYBALL
Westfield at Hamilton Southeastern Showcase, 9 a.m.
Noblesville Invitational, 9 a.m.
Sheridan at Lapel Invitational, 9 a.m.
Carmel at Brownsburg Round Robin, 9:30 a.m.

Monday, Sept. 15

BOYS SOCCER
Phelan Academy at University, 5 p.m.
Taylor at Sheridan, 5 p.m.
GIRLS SOCCER
Providence Cristo Rey at University, 5:30 p.m.
Hamilton Heights at Sheridan, 6:30 p.m.
Carmel at North Central, 7 p.m.
Cathedral at Westfield, 7 p.m.
Franklin Central at Fishers, 7:30 p.m.
GOLF
Hamilton Heights vs. Frankton, 4:30 p.m. at Grandview Golf Course
Hamilton Southeastern vs. Yorktown, 4:45 p.m. at The Players Club
TENNIS
Hamilton Southeastern at Franklin Central, 5 p.m.
UNIFIED FLAG FOOTBALL
Hamilton Heights at Blackford, 5:30 p.m.
Fishers at Westfield, 6:30 p.m.
Franklin Central at Hamilton Southeastern, 6:30 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL
Heritage Christian at Guerin Catholic, 6:30 p.m.
Liberty Christian at University, 7 p.m.
Sheridan at Tipton, 7 p.m.
Westfield at Carmel, 7 p.m.
Fishers at Center Grove, 7:30 p.m.
Hamilton Southeastern at Pendleton Heights, 7:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections
to sports@readthereporter.com.

Thanks for reading

The Reporter!
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Volleyball

Hawks, Huskies
earn sweeps

The REPORTER

The Sheridan volleyball
team took care of Carroll in
a three-set sweep Thursday,
winning the Hoosier Heart-
land Conference match 25-
12, 25-20, 25-12.

Eva Todd totaled 21 ser-
vice points, while Adria Jump
had 14 service points. Both
served seven aces. Lainey
Mendenhall spiked 16 kills,
followed by Jump with six,
Amiyah Doss with five and
Beth Adams with four. Jump
handed out 27 assists.

Meredith Krupp scooped
up 14 digs, while Jump col-

lected 10 digs, Adams had
seven, and Mendenhall and
Todd both had four.

The Blackhawks are 7-3
and play in the Lapel Invita-
tional on Saturday.

* % %

Hamilton Heights swept
Western 25-15, 25-4, 25-22
Thursday in a Hoosier Con-
ference match.

Reagan Vankirk and
Macie Smith both played
solid for the Huskies, con-
tributing good outside hit-
ting.

Heights is 13-4 and hosts
Noblesville on Tuesday.

Carmel, Center Grove
rejoining the MIC 1n 2026

By JOSH BODE
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Big news in high school
sports broke on Thursday, as
Carmel and Center Grove
are rejoining the Metropol-
itan Interscholastic Confer-
ence (MIC).

The two schools will be
rejoining the conference in
the 2026-27 school year, the
conference announced.

Carmel and Center
Grove were previously
members of the conference,
but were voted out in De-
cember 2021.

“Together, we can share
expertise, expand leader-
ship opportunities for stu-
dents and staff, and build
collaborative initiatives that
benefit every community,”

Carmel administrators said
in a statement.

“We believe in the
power of a conference that
reflects and uplifts the full
range of student experi-
ences — academic excel-
lence, the arts, and collab-
oration among member
schools,” Center Grove
administration said in a
statement.

The MIC will now be
back to eight schools, in-
cluding: Ben Davis, Carm-
el, Center Grove, Lawrence
Central, Lawrence North,
North Central, Pike, and
Warren Central.

This  story originally
appeared on WISH-TV at
wishtv.com/news/newslet-
ter/carmel-center-grove-re-
Jjoining-mic.

Thanks for reading
The Reporter!

Sports

Football Previews

Midland Rail trophy game,
Heights hosts Danville

By CRAIG ADKINS
For The Reporter

In the blink of an eye
and we are one-third of the
way through the regular sea-
son of high school football.
Five of the eight Hamilton
County teams are mak-
ing their presence known
in their respective classes’
rankings.

Carmel (No. 3) has
emerged back toward the
top of Class 6A. Hamilton
Southeastern is close be-
hind at No. 5 with Westfield
climbing back up to No. 6.
Fishers is holding tight at
11th. Guerin Catholic is also
holding steady in Class 3A
at No. 9.

Noblesville Millers
(1-2) at No. 6 Westfield
Shamrocks (2-1)

The Millers and Sham-
rocks will meet up for the
Midland Rail trophy for
the 68th time tonight at
Riverview Health Stadium.
Noblesville has an edge in
the series with a 38-27-2 re-
cord. The ‘Rocks have won
10 straight meetings since
2019, including six Midland
Rail games.

Last season’s game was
a 38-18 Westfield win. No-
blesville kept the trophy last
in 2018 when they won a
low-scoring home game,
10-2.

Last week the Millers
got behind early and could
not stop the high-powered
Fishers offense that kept
piling it on in a 42-17 loss.

Getting outscored in the
first half 35-3, Noblesville is
still searching for continuity
on both sides of the football.

Noah Shinkle scored his
first TD midway through
the fourth. Shinkle found
the end zone for the second
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Tue Sept 9 - Volleyball and Soccer
5:28 pm McCutcheon vs Noblesville | Girls Volleyball | Noblesville High School
6:00 pm Westfield vs Noblesville | JV Boys Soccer | HCTV Sports

6:55 pm Fishers vs Hamilton Southeastern| Boys Soccer | Southeastern Sports
Westfield vs Noblesville | Varsity Boys Soccer | HCTV Sports

Thurs Sept 11 - Volleyball and Boys Soccer
5:30 pm Westfield vs Noblesville | Junior Varsity Volleyball | HCTV Sports
6:50 pm Covenant Christian vs Heritage Christian | Volleyball | Indiana SRN
7:00 pm Westfield vs Noblesville | Varsity Volleyball | HCTV Sportss

Fri Sept 12 - Varsity Foothall
SSN GameDay: Pregame Show | Football | Southeastern Sports Network
Clinton Central vs Sheridan | Football | Bragg Sports Media

4A #1 Chatard vs 5A #5 Cathedral | Football | Indiana SRN
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Hamilton Southeastern vs Fishers | Football | Fishers Sports Network
7:00 pm Hamilton Heights vs Danville Community | Football | Husky Sports (PPV)

Sat Sept 13 - College & Freshman Football
10:00 am Hamilton Southeastern vs Fishers | Freshman Football | Fishers Sports
1:20 pm Hope vs Franklin College | HCAC College DIll Football | Indiana SRN
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Upcoming Broadcasts

SNYDER
STRATEGY

Photo by Bob Cross

Hamilton Heights’ Drew Woodruff threw for three touchdowns during the
Huskies’ win over Tippecanoe Valley last week.

time on a five-yard touch-
down run, but their push
was not enough to come
back.

Noblesville’s  rushing
game averaged 3.2 yards per
carry, led by Shinkle’s 66
on 15 carries. Ethan Clark
complimented well with
15 rushes for 46. Windsor
Hutchins passed 8 of 15 for
73 yards.

Westfield got back to
winning after a Week 2
loss at Carmel. Heading to
Boone County to open Hoo-
sier Crossroads Conference
action got the Shamrocks
back to offensive domi-
nance.

That dominance didn’t
occur until the second half
at Zionsville. The Eagles
kicked a field goal in the
second for a narrow 3-0 lead
through two periods. After
that, it was all Westfield.

A couple of minutes into
the third, quarterback Aiden
Grabowski scored on a 16-
yard run for a 7-3 lead that
the ‘Rocks wouldn’t give
back.

Just over two minutes
later, Deacon King ran in
from four yards out to make

PROFESSOR PRICKLETHORN

it 14-3. King scored a sec-
ond TD in the final seconds
of the third for a 20-3 lead.

Early in the fourth,
Grabowski connected with
Andrew Noble on a 68-yard
pass play for the final score
of 27-3.

King rushed 17 times
for 65 and his two scores.
Grabowski 41 on five. No-
ble highlighted the receivers
with three for 83.

Danville (1-2) at
Hamilton Heights (1-2)

Tonight’s matchup be-
tween the Warriors and
Huskies at Husky Stadi-
um is just the second. Last
year, Danville won on their
turf, 38-7.

Danville got its first win
of the season last week at
Anderson, 49-6. They lost
their season-opener at 3A
No. 4 Gibson Southern
(35-28) and two weeks ago
to 3A No. 3 Cascade (41-
25).

The Huskies also won
their home opener over
Tippecanoe Valley, 35-19.

After a scoreless first,
28 points in the second
equaled a 15-13 halftime
lead for Heights.

The Vikings scored first
with a TD in the second.
The Huskies answered with
a Dre Chandler 31-yard TD
catch from Drew Wood-
ruff. Landon Hickman ran
in the two-point conversion
for an 8-7 lead.

Late in the second,
Tippy Valley scored their
second touchdown. Once
again, Heights scored im-
mediately after with 2:50
left in the first half. Wood-
ruff found Cam Fleming
for a 68-yard TD for the
15-13 lead after two.

Woodruff threw another
TD pass just into the third to
Nick Bichey, a 33-yarder. A
30-yard rushing score from
Josh Getchell stretched the
lead to 28-13.

The Vikings scored
one more time early in the
fourth. Heights put the nail
in the coffin when AJ Flan-
nagan ran for a 58-yard TD
for the 35-19 final.

Woodruff was 12 of
16 for 208 yards and three
TDs. Flannagan ran eight
times for 92 and Getchell
five for 71. Fleming had
82 yards and Chandler 76
yards receiving.

Saturday, September 27th | Forest Park | Shows at 11am & 1pm
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