
Submitted by Hamilton
County Sheriff’s Office

Ever won-
dered what it’s 
really like to 
be behind the 
badge? The 
Hamilton Coun-
ty Sheriff’s 
Office is now 
accepting applications for the Fall Citi-
zen’s Academy … and there’s still time 
to grab your spot.

Beginning Thursday, Sept. 4, this 
12-week journey (11 weeks of immer-
sive training plus a graduation cele-
bration) will meet Thursday evenings 
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. and give you 
exclusive, hands-on access to the inner 
workings of HCSO.

This isn’t your average classroom. 
You’ll:

• Step onto the campus and see the 
high-level instruction deputies receive.

• Get behind the wheel of a patrol 
vehicle and navigate a precision driv-
ing course.

• Visit the range to learn about dep-
uties’ firearms and less lethal platforms.

• Meet the K-9 partners and learn 
how they track, detect, and protect.

• Learn about drone operations, the 
different situations they are deployed, 
and see a demonstration.

• Gain insight into the law, special-
ized equipment, and much more.

Whether you’re a lifelong Ham-
ilton County resident curious about 
how your Sheriff’s Office operates or 
someone considering a future in public 
safety, the Citizen’s Academy offers an 
eye-opening, unforgettable experience.

Spots are limited. Click here to se-
cure yours today.

Thursday, Aug. 14, 2025
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Uncertainty
Most of my life, I 

lived with a huge cloud 
of uncertainty hanging 
over me. Living with 
a disease that is name-
less is a very heavy 
weight to carry. Not 
knowing, is hard. It's 
frustrating. It's hard to 
ignore. It's pressing. It 
creates a huge sense of 
urgency at all times. 
The stress of carrying that weight is enor-
mous. Crushing.

It is not like I had a handbook on how 
to handle all of that uncertainty. There was 
no one to tell me how long it would last, 
or how to handle the longevity of it. For-
ty-four years. Not knowing what was com-
ing around the corner provoked a lot of anx-
iety. I would say that it's scary especially as 
a child, but it's just as scary living with that 
as an adult. It didn't get easier.

Learning to live with that uncertainty 
while everything else around me was going 
on as normal was isolating. I was chained 
to this uncertainty, its grip like a vice. It 
held me back. It consumed me. There was 
not one person in the world I could talk to 
that would completely understand. I learned 
to keep it to myself because I was disap-
pointed when I finally tried expressing how 
heavy this weight felt. I was met with an 
attempt at a comfort the person listening 
couldn't possibly provide, through no fault 
of their own. It left me feeling more broken.

Perhaps you are in a space similar to the 
one I describe. You are living with uncer-
tainty and directly beneath the surface is 
a sense of urgency that you can't escape. 
You've also tried explaining this feeling to 
others who just don't understand.

The lasting consequences of living with 
uncertainty that lasted nearly a lifetime, have 
been hard to reverse. It created a need within 
me to control everything else in my life. If 
something didn't happen the way I thought it 
would, or had planned for it to, I fell apart. I 
felt like a failure. It was a vicious cycle.

To be honest, the need to try and control 
everything still lives within me. It is some-
thing that I have to fight every day. I now 
understand that is mostly a losing battle. 
Thinking we are in control of everything 
that goes on in our lives, is one of life's big-
gest false senses of security.

AMY SHINNEMAN
Disability in the City

COLUMNIST

Photo provided by Lisa Dick, Noblesville Lions Club
The Noblesville Lions Club will be at the Logan Street Kroger from 8 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Aug. 16 collecting 
food donations for Fueled for School. This program has the goal of providing food-insecure students with 
nutritional food packs throughout the school year as well as during spring, fall, and winter breaks. Items 
collected include fruit cups, microwave popcorn, chicken noodle soup, mac and cheese, granola bars, 
plastic jars of peanut butter, canned pasta sauce, dry pasta, shelf-stable yogurt, and instant oatmeal packets. 
(ABOVE) Lions Julia Kozicki (center) and Gene Beck (right) delivering donations to Fueled for School in 2023.

Lions need your help to
get kids Fueled for School

Peony preorders are popping
By KELLY McVEY
President, Indiana 
Peony Festival, Inc.

We're excited to announce 
that pre-orders for our premium 
peony roots are now open!

Did you know Fall is the 
prime time for planting peony 
roots? It allows the roots to es-
tablish themselves before win-
ter dormancy, giving them a 
head start when spring arrives. 
The cooler temperatures and 
increased moisture in autumn 
create ideal conditions for root 
development, helping your pe-
onies grow strong and healthy. 
If planting in fall, you're setting 
your peonies up for a spectacu-
lar display of blooms for years 
to come!

Why choose our 
peony roots?

• Top-Quality Selection: 
Hand-picked selection includ-
ing classic favorites to rare, 
eye-catching varieties.

• Expertly Prepared: En-
suring strong growth and stun-
ning flowers, you'll receive your 
roots and planting care instruc-

tions to set you up for planting 
success.

• Perfectly priced: Authen-
tic peony roots start at $35 with 
the rarer varieties at $50.

• Pick up with ease: Once 
your order is ready for pickup, 
you will be notified via email. 
Please allow until late October 
as peony root shipment times 
may vary. Shipping is also 
available for an additional fee.
Limited stock available . . . 

reserve yours today!
This is your chance to buy 

roots that lead to vibrant, lush 
peony blooms. These peony 
roots are in high demand and 
quantities are limited. Pre-order 
now to guarantee your selection 
and enjoy a seamless planting 
season.

How to pre-order
1. Visit indianapeonyfesti-

val.com/peony-roots.
2. Browse the exclusive pe-

ony root collection.
3. Place your pre-order with 

ease.
Don't miss out on the peo-

ny perfection your garden de-
serves. Secure your roots today 

and get ready to watch your gar-
den bloom with beauty.

When you purchase a peo-
ny root from us, you're not just 

getting a beautiful plant – you're 
supporting the community. 
Thank you for supporting the 
Indiana Peony Festival!

Step inside the 
Sheriff’s Office
Your chance to experience 
law enforcement up close

See Uncertainty . . . Page 2

Hamilton County modernizes 
emergency mapping data

County & city GIS teams provide updated information on streets & addresses
The REPORTER

Hamilton County is pre-
paring its 911 system for the 
next generation of emergency 
response.

The county’s GIS (Geo-
graphic Information Systems) 
team, in collaboration with city 
GIS teams from Carmel, Fish-
ers, Noblesville, and Westfield, 
has successfully transitioned 
its emergency mapping data to 
align with the National Emer-
gency Number Association’s 
(NENA) Next Generation 911 
(NG911) GIS data model.

The project was years in 

the making and involved close 
cooperation among city and 
county teams. Each city pro-
vides updated location infor-
mation – like new streets and 
addresses – directly into the 
county’s shared GIS database. 
This helps reduce errors and 
makes it easier to keep the sys-
tem current.

“Having real-time, accu-
rate GIS data is essential for 
emergency dispatchers and re-
sponders,” says Tom Bassett, 
GIS Specialist with Hamilton 
County Public Safety Com-
munications. “This upgrade 

puts us in a strong position for 
the future.”

The recent upgrade brought 
Hamilton County in line with 
national standards that are 
shaping the future of 911 sys-
tems across the country. These 
changes not only meet feder-
al requirements but also put 
Hamilton County ahead of the 
curve as 911 technology con-
tinues to evolve nationwide.

“This is a huge undertak-
ing,” says Joan Keene, Di-
rector of GIS for Hamilton 
County’s Information Systems 
Services Department. “We are 

the only county in Indiana to 
implement these standards in 
a real-time collaborative GIS 
system. This initiative shows 
what’s possible when city and 
county departments work to-
gether.”

About NENA NG911
The National Emergency 

Number Association (NENA) 
created the NG911 standard 
to modernize the 911 system 
across the U.S. It focuses on 
ensuring emergency responders 
have the most accurate location 
data possible, helping them get 
to the right place faster.

Graphic provided
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Feeling secure is some-
thing I chased after. I never 
felt complete without a di-

agnosis, and therefore, inter-
nally, I constantly felt a lack 
of security within my own 

skin. It was silent torture for 
a very, very long time.

Now that I am not liv-
ing with that uncertainty of 
living without a diagnosis, I 
feel lighter. I feel more com-
plete. However, not much 
has changed as far as my 
disease. I still do not have 
any control of how it takes 
over my body as it chooses. 
There are things I do to stay 
my healthiest self, but they 
don't fix things.

The grounding force in 
my life is my faith. It has 
slowly healed me, and lean-
ing on it has taught me that 
life is full of uncertainty, but 
with faith you don't have to 
feel lost or be undone by the 
uncertainty.

Life is uncertain. We are 
not in control of what hap-
pens next. We have to let go 
of the need to control every-
thing in our lives. Letting go 
of that is one of the hardest 
things I've ever done. Like 
I said, it's a constant battle, 
but as with everything, prac-
tice makes me better at it. 

In a few days, I will leave 
my baby boy at college. The 
anxiety of the uncertainty of 
letting your child go into the 
big wide world without you 
there to pick up the pieces 

can be debilitating at times. 
It is scary to let go. The 
truth is, I never had control 
of exactly what happens to 
my children. I know that as 
their mom, I have done the 
best I know how to teach 
them independence, how to 
stand up for themselves and 
become their own person. 

While I do feel sadness 
and definitely some fear 
surrounding his departure, I 
am excited for what the fu-
ture holds and to see how he 
navigates this next chapter 
of his life. I hope that my 
life of uncertainty taught 
him that when he faces un-
certainty, hopefully he will 
see it as a time of growth 
and cultivating resiliency. 
As I reflect during this time, 
I know that all of those 
years of uncertainty that I 
lived through taught me a 
lot about letting go. 

Until next time …
Amy Shinneman is a for-

mer National Ambassador 
for the Muscular Dystro-
phy Association, disability 
blogger, freelance writer, 
wife, and mom of two boys. 
You can find her blog at 
humblycourageous.com 
and reach her on Instagram 
@ashinneman. 

Uncertainty
from Page 1

Submitted by 
HSE Schools

Hamilton Southeastern 
Schools is celebrating a re-
cord achievement in early 
literacy, with 96 
percent of third-
grade students 
passing the 2025 
Indiana Reading 
Evaluation and 
Determina t ion 
(IREAD) assess-
ment. This marks 
a two-point in-
crease over last 
year and the high-
est district passing rate in 
five years. 

Ten of the district’s 13 
elementary schools met or 
exceeded Indiana’s ambi-
tious 95 percent literacy 
goal, doubling the number 
that reached the milestone 
the previous year. In total, 
1,497 HSE third graders 
demonstrated proficient 
reading skills, underscor-
ing the district’s continued 
commitment to ensuring 
every student leaves third 
grade ready to thrive.

The gains were seen 
across all student groups. 
English Language Learn-
ers achieved their highest 
passing score in four years. 
Exceptional Learners im-
proved by 14 percentage 
points compared to last year, 
and students qualifying 
for free and reduced-price 
meals reached their highest 
passing rate in four years. 

“Congratulations to our 
students and to the out-
standing teachers who made 
this achievement possible,” 
Superintendent Pat Mapes 

said. “Their com-
mitment to stu-
dent-focused ed-
ucation and the 
science of reading 
continues to un-
lock a lifetime of 
learning for ev-
ery child in our 
district. It also 
reflects the con-
sistent effort of 

our teachers to provide the 
world-class instruction our 
families have come to ex-
pect in HSE schools.”

This IREAD achieve-
ment is the result of targeted 
literacy strategies and ex-
panded professional devel-
opment for teachers through 
the National Institute for 
Excellence in Teaching 
(NIET) and participation in 
the Indiana Literacy Cad-
re. Many teachers are also 
working toward their Early 
Literacy Endorsement. 

The IREAD results fol-
low the district’s recently 
announced 2025 ILEARN 
scores, which showed 
growth in reading compre-
hension, writing, and com-
munication skills across 
grades 3 through 8. Togeth-
er, these outcomes affirm 
HSE’s strategic focus on lit-
eracy as the foundation for 
lifelong learning.

Mapes

Hamilton Southeastern Schools 
achieves 96% IREAD pass rate

House Speaker Todd Huston
commends historic reading 
gains for Hoosier students

Submitted
Editor’s note: Speak-

er Todd Huston (R-Fish-
ers) issued the following 
statement in 
response to the 
unprecedent-
ed increase in 
Indiana's third 
grade liter-
acy rates on 
the 2024-2025 
IREAD assess-
ment, which 
shows an 87.3 
percent read-
ing proficiency rate – a 
nearly 5 percent jump and 
the largest single-year 
increase since the assess-
ment began in 2013.

“I'm thrilled to see our 
students making strong, 
consistent progress in 
reading,” Huston said. 
“This significant increase 
helps ensure Indiana's 
kids are on track for suc-
cess and is exactly what 
we hoped to see following 
targeted policies and sup-
port to prioritize literacy 
in the classroom. Secre-

tary Jenner and her team 
are providing tremendous 
leadership and guidance 
to our schools and edu-

cators, and I'm 
grateful for the 
hard work and 
dedication of 
Indiana's teach-
ers, families and 
students.”

In 2023, the 
General As-
sembly passed 
legislation that 
e s t a b l i s h e d 

science of reading stan-
dards and delivered fo-
cused support to Indiana 
students facing the most 
significant reading diffi-
culties.

In the most recent Na-
tional Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress (NAEP) 
rankings, Indiana jumped 
to sixth in the nation for 
both fourth and eighth 
grade reading.

WalletHub recently 
ranked Indiana eighth 
in the country for best ed-
ucation environment. 

Huston

“We are not just meeting 
a state goal; we are raising 
the bar for what is possible 
through the collaboration of 

teachers, leaders, families, 
and students,” Mapes said. 
“This is just the beginning 
of what we can accomplish.”

The REPORTER
As summer winds 

down, Bierman Autism 
Centers, 16414 Southpark 
Drive, Westfield, will hold 
its End of Summer Bash 
designed specifically for 
children with autism and 
their families.

The free End of Summer 
Bash, set for 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, Aug. 16, will fea-
ture all the fun outdoor ac-
tivities kids love such as 
inflatable games, bean-bag 
bullseye, face painting, bal-
loon twisting, with treats 
and more, all within a sen-
sory-free environment:

• Sensory-aware: no 
large crowds, blaring sirens 
or flashing lights, plenty of 
space to wander, and a des-
ignated quiet-zone tent 

• Skill-building: natural 
chances for communication, 
turn-taking, and gross-mo-
tor practice 

• Family-focused: staff 
on hand to share tips, an-
swer questions, and con-
nect caregivers with local 
resources

Admission is free, but 

please RSVP at this link.
Facts about autism

• According to the CDC, 
one in 31 children in the 
U.S. are diagnosed with 
autism spectrum disorder 
(ASD).

• Autism is a spectrum 
– every individual is unique 
and may present with dif-
ferent strengths and support 
needs.

• Early identification is 
key. The earlier a child is 
diagnosed, the sooner they 
can begin targeted interven-
tion during a critical stage of 
brain development.

About Bierman 
Autism Centers

Bierman Autism Cen-
ters is a leading provider 
of play-based, individual-
ized autism therapy with 23 
centers across seven states. 
Bierman Autism Centers 
offers Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA) Speech 
and Occupational Thera-
pies and Diagnostic Test-
ing all personalized to help 
children with autism thrive. 
Learn more at biermanau-
tism.com.

Photo courtesy Bierman Autism Centers

‘End of Summer Bash’
family event designed

for children with autism

Be the first to receive Travel Westfield 
updates—your trusted source for the 

latest news on roadwork, trail projects, 
and construction developments shaping 

our growing community.

Click here to sign up or visit 
westfieldin.gov/enews

Hamilton County 
Reporter
	 More News	 More Sports

. . . and more readers!
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https://www.facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter/


  	 	 3 

The Hamilton County

2025 Hamilton County 4-H Results
We Brought It Back

Because every 4-H kid deserves to have their name in the newspaper

Our generous advertisers
help fight food insecurity

Hamilton County’s Hometown Newspaper prints 4-H results, making sure every kid’s 
name with every result is included in a special edition which is delivered to our subscribers and 
made available for families across the county. 

Thanks entirely to our advertisers, every year we give Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank 
one of their largest single-check donations to support the Meating The Need program, where 
4-H livestock is purchased, processed, and protein is given to families in need across the county. 

Adler Attorneys
Atlanta New Earth Festival

Beck’s Hybrids
Carmel Community Players
Cicero Friends of the Park
Cicero & Harbour Markets

Committee to Elect Aaron Johnson for Judge
Community First Bank of Indiana
Congresswoman Victoria Spartz
CrossRoads Church At Westfield

Dani Robinson (FC Tucker)
Duke Energy

The Farmers Bank
The Feeding Team

First Farmers Bank and Trust
Fishers Arts Council

Gaylor Electric, Inc. President & CEO Chuck Goodrich
Hamilton County Democratic Party
Hamilton County Farm Bureau, Inc.

Hamilton County Professional Firefighters Local 4416
Hamilton County Parks & Recreation

Hamilton County Television
Jackson Township Trustee’s Office

Lights Over Morse Lake
Main Street Productions

Nickel Plate Heritage Railroad
Noblesville Lions Club

Pasto Italiano
Prevail Inc.

Randall & Roberts Funeral Home
Riverview Health

Suzanne Thomas Realty
Swenson for Judge Committee

Westfield Lions Club
Westfield Lions Foundation

We could not publish our massive 4-H Special Edition or donate to Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank without you. 

Together, we are Meating the Need

https://readthereporter.com/DailyEdition/2025-4-H-Results.pdf


4	 News

Join us for a fun, hands-on, interactive day! Food trucks, touch-a-
truck, hands-on activities, demonstrations and access to a large
variety of direct services, and more.

EVENT FEATURES
Touch-a-truck

Inflatable Slide

Information Booths

Stop the bleed

Hands Only CPR

Thanks to our generous
sponsors: 

16
9 AM -  1  PM

1 161 1  N
MERIDIAN ST .

AUGUST

FEATURED FOOD VENDORS

317-815-9387 

WWW.CARMELPLAYERS.ORG

Directed by  Bradley Allan Lowe 

TICKETS:  $18 (Fri, Sat, Sun) 
Thursdays $13

VENUE:  The Switch Theatre 
10029 E. 126th St., Fishers 46038

Thursdays, Fridays,  
Saturdays - 7:30 pm 

Sundays - 2:30 pm 

AUGUST 8-17, 2025 

by Christopher Demos-Brown

“Unrelentingly high tension 
on every level.”   

– The New York Times

Meijer lowers prices up 
to 50% on back-to-school 
breakfast & lunch favorites
The REPORTER

Meijer is drop-
ping prices by up to 
50 percent on pop-
ular grocery essen-
tials this fall to help 
families adjust to the 
busier mornings and 
packed lunches that 
come with a new 
school year. Items 
included in the pro-
motion include Mei-
jer brand food and drinks 
families need for the school 
year: instant oatmeal, pea-
nut butter and jelly, bread, 
cereal, fruit snacks, granola 
bars, and more.

“Costs add up quickly 
as parents adjust their gro-
cery list for the school sea-
son, so we're stepping up to 
help families save money 
on every meal to help fuel 
kids' learning,” said Calli 
Schmid, Vice President of 
Grocery for Meijer. “As a 
family-owned company, 
we know the first month of 
school can be a tough time 
for both kids and parents. 
So, just like we helped 
families celebrate summer 
with great deals, we're do-
ing the same for back to 
school.”

Discounted prices are 
valid through Sept. 30. A 
few of the items included in 
the promotion include:

• Meijer Instant Oatmeal 
(10-pack): $1.79

• Meijer Complete Pan-
cake Mix: $1.79

• Meijer Syrup: $1.79

• Meijer White or Whole 
Wheat Round-Top Bread: 
$1.39

• Meijer Creamy or 
Crunchy Peanut Butter (16 
ounces) $1.39

• Meijer Strawberry Pre-
serves (18 ounces): $1.39

• Meijer Yogurt Tubes 
(eight-count): $1.49

• Meijer Granola Bars 
(six-count): $1.79

• Meijer Chicken Nug-
gets or Chicken Fries: $4.49

• Meijer Shells n' Cheese 
(eight-count): $5.49

For additional savings, 
Meijer customers can use 
mPerks, the Meijer app that 
allows customers to earn 
points on every dollar spent. 
These points can be re-
deemed for in-store coupons 
or used for additional savings 
on fuel at Meijer Express gas 
stations. Additionally, the 
mPerks program allows cus-
tomers to earn savings on the 
products they purchase most 
in the "hand-picked offers" 
section of coupons in the 
app. Customers can find all 
items included in the promo-
tion at meijer.com.

Graphic provided

Junior League of Indianapolis 
accepting applications for 2025 
Community Assistance Grants

The REPORTER
The Junior League of 

Indianapolis (JLI) will open 
applications for its 2025 
Community Assistance 
Grants cycle on Friday, Aug. 
15. Financially sound 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organizations 
are invited to apply for mon-
etary support to address 
community needs within 
foster and kinship care.

The grant application 
period will close on Friday, 
Sept. 19.

Since 2000, the JLI 
Community Assistance 
Grants have awarded near-
ly $5 million to local non-
profits, demonstrating a 
long-standing commitment 
to the community. The fund-
ing provides essential fi-
nancial support to nonprofit 
organizations aligning with 

JLI’s mission of support-
ing foster and kinship care 
youth. Applicants must have 
a postal address and serve 
a constituency in Marion 
or one of the surrounding 
counties: Boone, Hamilton, 
Hancock, Shelby, Johnson, 
Morgan or Hendricks.

“Every dollar we award 
through the Community 
Assistance Grants program 
is an investment in bright-
ening the futures for foster 
youth and kinship care fam-
ilies,” JLI Grants Chair Di-
ana Coyle said. “By funding 
organizations on the front 
lines, we’re empowering 
them to build hope, stability, 
and opportunity for children 

and caregivers alike.”
Anyone interested in 

learning more about apply-
ing for JLI grants or seeking 
to gain volunteers for your 
organization is welcome to 
attend one of the upcoming 
Virtual Community Open 
House sessions from 6 to 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 27 or 
from noon to 1 p.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 28. Attendance is 
encouraged but not required 
for application. Click here 
to register now.

For more information 
about the Junior League of 
Indianapolis, visit jlindy.
org. To learn more about JLI 
grants, email Diana Coyle at 
grants@jlindy.org.

New additions to Duke Energy’s free Home Energy
House Call program will ensure homes are weather-ready

Submitted
Duke Energy has made 

updates to its Home Energy 
House Call program in Indi-
ana – updates that can help 
customers save both energy 
and money during the sum-
mer heat.

If you’re not famil-
iar with it, Home Energy 
House Call is a free energy 
assessment program for eligi-

ble Duke Energy customers. 
It’s offered to customers in 
single-family homes, con-
dominiums, townhomes or 
manufactured homes that 
have an electric water heat-
er, electric heat or central air 
conditioning.

Home Energy House 
Calls are performed by a 
certified energy profession-
al in your home or over the 

phone or web, and once 
completed, customers re-
ceive free energy efficiency 
products, a customized us-
age report, low-cost tips and 
expert recommendations to 
help them see energy sav-
ings. Through education 
and awareness of energy 
use, the program aims to 
help customers find ways to 
save energy and money by 

being more efficient.
New this year, Duke En-

ergy has added to the list of 
energy-saving products that 
are offered, and can be in-
stalled for free, during an in-
home Home Energy House 
Call. The list of products, 
if a customer qualifies for 
the in-person visit, now in-
cludes items such as:

• Furnace filter whis-
tles that alert customers to 
change their furnace filter; 
regularly replacing these 
filters helps save on heating 
and cooling costs

• Efficient showerheads 
and kitchen and bath faucet 
aerators, which use air to 
push out water, saving on 
both electric and water costs

• Valves that reduce the 
amount of hot water that’s 
used in the shower

• Smart power strips that 
ensure devices are not pull-
ing energy even when they 
are supposed to be off

• Spray foam that’s used 
to fill gaps in the home that 
may be leading to air leaks

• Caulking, which saves 
energy by reducing air that 
leaks from the home

Duke Energy is com-
mitted to helping families 

and individuals manage 
their energy costs amid ris-
ing temperatures and higher 
energy use. This program is 
a great way for customers 
to get personalized recom-
mendations and insights to 
help them save energy and 
ultimately money on their 
energy bills each month.

To learn more and sign 
up, visit duke-energy.com/
home/products/home-en-
ergy-house-call/qualify or 
call (844) 346-4366.

SHARE YOUR NEWS!
Broadcast your community’s news
to readers across Hamilton County
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Thanks for 
reading!

https://www.carmel.in.gov/government/departments-services/fire/department-activities-events/public-safety-day
https://carmelplayers.org/
https://www.meijer.com/shopping/c/collections/meijer-brand-bts-essentials.html
https://www.jlindy.org/community-open-house-event
http://www.jlindy.org/
http://www.jlindy.org/
mailto:grants%40jlindy.org?subject=
https://www.duke-energy.com/home/products/home-energy-house-call/qualify
https://www.duke-energy.com/home/products/home-energy-house-call/qualify
http://www.duke-energy.com/home/products/home-energy-house-call/qualify
http://www.duke-energy.com/home/products/home-energy-house-call/qualify
http://www.duke-energy.com/home/products/home-energy-house-call/qualify
mailto:news%40readthereporter.com?subject=News%20Submission
https://bit.ly/2sAAwOB
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American Senior Communities honoring 
graduates of nursing scholarship program
The REPORTER

American Senior Com-
munities (ASC) and Health 
& Hospital Corporation 
of Marion County (HHC) 
recognized 20 graduates of 
the Opportunities to Nurs-
ing Excellence (O2NE) Pro-
gram at a luncheon on Aug. 
6 at the Bridgewater Club in 
Westfield.

This innovative scholar-
ship program was created to 
support employees who as-
pire to advance their careers 
in nursing. The program re-
flects a shared commitment 
to fostering professional 
development and strength-
ening the long-term care 
profession across the state.

Congratulations to the 
2025 HHC graduates:
• Cassandra Gerdes, RN 

– Ben Hur Health & Reha-
bilitation

• Austen Maikranz, LPN 
– Cypress Grove Rehabili-
tation Center

• Cierra Williams, LPN 
– Danville Regional Reha-
bilitation

• Casey Dragoo, LPN – 
Edgewater Woods

• DD Turner, RN – 
Franklin Meadows

• Haley Powers, RN – 
Greenwood Meadows

• Keesha McGraw, LPN 
& Saskia Benschop, LPN – 

Harcourt Terrace Nursing & 
Rehab

• Mila Rice, LPN – 
North Woods Village

• Kyra Michaels, LPN – 
Rosebud Village

• Eva Vires, RN – Sey-
mour Crossing

• Marklee Haltom, RN – 
Springhill Village

• Sarah Jackson, RN – 
Zionsville Meadows

Congratulations to the 
2025 ASC graduates:
• Shlena Webb, RN & 

Serina Crouch, LPN – Beth-
any Village

• Samantha Herald, RN 
and Ashley Wohlford, LPN 
– Hickory Creek at Wina-
mac

• Trudy Hartzler, RN – 

Markle Health & Rehab
• Kehonsha Young, LPN 

– Rosegate Commons
The O2NE program 

provides a valuable path-
way for caregiver staff to 
become Licensed Practical 
Nurses (LPNs) and Reg-
istered Nurses (RNs) by 
offering direct funding to 
accredited nursing schools, 
all while allowing partici-
pants to continue working 
in their current roles. Fund-
ing provided through the 
program covers tuition and 
book expenses and sup-
ports participants with the 
flexibility to pursue their 
education without financial 
hardship. 

To date, the program 

has created educational and 
career advancement oppor-
tunities for over 260 grad-
uates. Many have earned 
their RN licensure and have 
been promoted to clinical 
management positions. 

“We’re incredibly proud 
of the outstanding clinical 
talent we have across the 
state at American Senior 
Communities, and the re-
cent O2NE graduates tru-
ly reflect that excellence,” 
ASC Chief Nursing Officer 
Alicia Sims said. At ASC, 
helping our team members 
grow in their careers is a 
top priority. We extend our 
heartfelt congratulations to 
the 2025 O2NE graduating 
class.”

Photo provided

Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

Worth fighting the 
road construction!

Live Music Wednesdays & Fridays
Open 7 days a week

Explore, Play, and Connect with Hamilton County Parks!
Beautiful trails, playgrounds, and special events.

Scan me!

myhamiltoncountyparks.com • 317-770-4400

Register now for Westfield 
State of the City address

The REPORTER
The Westfield 

Chamber invites 
business leaders, 
community mem-
bers, and guests to 
attend the State of 
the City address 
from Mayor Scott 
Willis.

The event is 
set for 4 to 6 p.m. Thurs-
day, Nov. 13 at the IMMI 
Conference Center, 18880 

East St. Mayor 
Willis will share 
highlights of the 
past year's accom-
plishments and 
offer a preview 
of what's ahead in 
2026.

Please plan to 
attend. This event 
typically sells out 

due to high interest, so reg-
ister today to reserve your 
seat.

Willis

Ascension St. Vincent Heart Center in 
Carmel earns five-star rating from CMS
New ratings underscore commitment to high-quality, compassionate care
Submitted

Ascension St. Vin-
cent Heart Center has 
announced that it received 
a five-star rating from the 
Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS) 
2025 Overall Hospital 
Quality Star Ratings. 
These ratings, which assess 
quality of care, patient safe-
ty and patient experience, 
are essential for patients and 
families making informed 
healthcare decisions.

Ascension St. Vincent 
is proud of the physician 
owners of the Heart Center, 
which has earned the pres-
tigious five-star rating each 
year since 2016 when the 

federal CMS ratings pro-
gram began.

The CMS Overall Hos-
pital Quality Star Ratings 
are derived from 46 pub-
licly reported quality mea-
sures across five quality 
domains: Mortality, Patient 
Experience, Readmission, 
Safety of Care, and Timely 
and Effective Care. These 
quality measures are aggre-
gated and a single compos-
ite star rating is assigned 
by CMS for each hospital, 
with five stars indicating 
the highest level of hospital 
performance. CMS requires 
all hospitals participating 
in Medicare to collect data 
for each quality measure, 

which are reported on Care 
Compare.

“This achievement helps 
our patients and families as-
sess hospital quality in key 
areas that matter to them 
and we take pride in exceed-
ing those expectations of 
high-quality care,” said Lori 
Shannon, RN, MBA, Presi-
dent of the ASV Heart Cen-
ter. “These results reflect the 
dedication of our caregivers, 
associates and physicians 
who consistently deliver 
compassionate care to our 
patients and their families in 
their time of need.”

In 2025, CMS reported 
a star score for 2,891 U.S. 
hospitals with the national 

average star rating decreas-
ing from 3.13 stars in 2024 
to 3.08 stars in the current 
year. Ascension had 41 
hospitals receive a star rat-
ing with the average rating 
across all facilities of 3.37 
stars. Of those Ascension 
facilities, approximately 21 
earned either a five- or four-
star rating, reflecting a su-
perior level of performance 
compared to hospitals with 
three or fewer stars.

Patients, families and 
communities can view the 
star ratings for acute care 
hospitals on the Care Com-
pare website, a useful tool 
that can help with making 
informed healthcare choices. 

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
https://hhcorp.org/
https://hhcorp.org/
https://hhcorp.org/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://westfieldchamberofcommerce.growthzoneapp.com/ap/Events/Register/kgFeADMHzCVC1
https://westfieldchamberofcommerce.growthzoneapp.com/ap/Events/Register/kgFeADMHzCVC1
https://healthcare.ascension.org/locations/indiana/inasc/carmel-ascension-st-vincent-heart-center
https://healthcare.ascension.org/locations/indiana/inasc/carmel-ascension-st-vincent-heart-center
https://data.cms.gov/provider-data/topics/hospitals/overall-hospital-quality-star-rating
https://data.cms.gov/provider-data/topics/hospitals/overall-hospital-quality-star-rating
https://www.medicare.gov/care-compare/
https://www.medicare.gov/care-compare/
https://www.medicare.gov/care-compare/
https://www.medicare.gov/care-compare/
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Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

Hamilton County Veterans Community Page
Lifesaving Resources & Services For Our Community Here In Hamilton County  

         Get Signed Up For NARCAN Training Now                                   Need Help, Get Connected to the Resources & Services You Need with www.NavigateHC.org  
 

HamCoIn Veteran Service Orgs 
You want to know what goes on at your 
Post, look at their Website & Facebook 
American Legion Posts 
Carmel Post 155  Commander - Kim Kilburn 
Website https://post155.org         Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1000940854
13679  
          
Cicero Post 341  Commander - Tye Anderson 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/cicerolegion341 
 
Fishers Post 470  Commander - Eric Stanley 
Website https://legion470fishers.org  
 
Noblesville Post 45  Commander - Gill Soria 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/people/Frank-
Huntzinger-Noblesville-American-Legion-Post-
45/61572125481943/ 
 
Sheridan Post 67  Commander - Tim DeLine 
Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=6156487499
5173 

VFW Posts 
Carmel Post 10003  Commander - Darin Bibeau 
Website 
https://vfw10003.org/di/vfw/v2/default.asp?nid=1  
Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=6156512075
9104  
 
Noblesville Post 6246  Commander - Izzy Manchaca 
Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=6156607128
6753  
 
Non-Profit Veteran Orgs 
Hamilton County Veterans Corp 
P.O. Box 503 
Noblesville, in 46061 
secretary@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 7pm the 1st Monday Monthly at the Fishers 
American Legion. Our website 
https://www.hamiltoncountyveterans.com/  
has 40 pages of resources for our Military Veteran 
community 
Navy Club Hamilton County Ship 29 
Meets 4th Wed 530pm dinner 630pm meeting at 
Gingers Cafe 1111 S 10th St Noblesville  

Stronger Veterans Stronger Communities Coalition 
https://hamiltoncountyinsvsc.org/ Check us out and 
join as we connect our communities to the resources 
we need during our time of need. Eliminating suicide 
and saving lives. 

Hamilton County Veteran Service 
Officers 
317-776-9610  Hours – 9am-4pm Weekdays 
CVSO – Tom Logan  
Tom.logan@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  
Assistant CVSO – Robin Wilson 
robin.wilson@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Assistant CVSO – Caroline Franz 
caroline.franz@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Admin Assistant – Christina Ellis 
christina.ellis@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 

Fishers Legion Breakfast 1&3 Sundays

 
 

Hamilton County Military Veteran  
Get your golf teams signed up to help First Responders 

and Veterans here - 
https://charitygolftoday.com/event?e=20102&ce=69a7b7  
If you would like to be a sponsor, please use the same link 

 
 

Carmel VFW Post 10003 Breakfast 2nd & 4th Saturdays

   
 

Veterans, Get Registered for FREE Golf Lessons 

 

Activities & Events 
Get signed up for Operation Firewatch, a male Veteran 

retreat Aug 29-31, at McCormick Creek St Park.  - 
https://irreverentwarriors.donordrive.com/firewatch25 

 
 

First Saturday Coffee With A Vet - Arcadia 

 
Veterans, Get Registered for FREE Golf Lessons 
through PGA HOPE at Pebble Brook Starting Sept 
10th. No experience or clubs needed, just a reason 
to get out and make friends 

 

 

http://paulpoteet.com
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Registration is Open! 
The O'Connor House Baby on the Way 5K 

Sunday, September 14th at 9:00am

Enjoy a fun morning of walking or running while helping improve the
lives of homeless, pregnant women and their toddlers and babies!

Thank You to our 
Media Sponsor! 

Guerin Catholic High School
15300 Gray Road Noblesville, Indiana

Scan here to Register!

“The Double” walk/run 
sets participation record
The REPORTER

The Westfield Youth As-
sistance Program (WYAP) 
announced a new atten-
dance record at this year's 
“The Double” walk/run, 
with more than 250 partic-
ipants. The annual event, 
which took place last Sat-
urday at Cool Creek Park, 
raises funds to support local 
youth services.

A first for the event this 
year was the addition of two 
bounce houses, which were 
a popular attraction for chil-
dren. Arby's provided a free 
breakfast for all race partic-
ipants.

WYAP extended its 
gratitude to its sponsors, in-
cluding The Farmers Bank, 
which not only sponsored 
the event but also assisted 
with race packet pickup.

Race results for "The 
Double" are available on-

line at this link.
About the Westfield Youth 

Assistance Program
The Westfield Youth 

Assistance Program is a 
non-profit organization that 

serves as an early inter-
vention advocate for youth 
ages 3 to 17 in the West-
field Washington Schools 
district. WYAP coordinates 
community resources to 

provide services such as 
mentoring, tutoring, and 
recreational opportunities 
to empower youth, parents, 
and caregivers. Learn more 
at westfieldyap.org.

Photos provided by WYAP

Indiana Connections Academy 
kicks off 2025-2026 school

year for k-12 students statewide
The REPORTER

More than 5,500 stu-
dents across the state recent-
ly started the new school 
year online with Indiana 
Connections Academy, a 
tuition-free full-time online 
public virtual school serv-
ing students statewide in 
grades K-12. 

“The beginning of a new 
school year is a valuable op-
portunity to empower stu-
dents to learn in ways that 
align with their individual 
needs and goals,” said Kel-
ly Simone, executive direc-
tor of Indiana Connections 
Academy. “With our core 
academic courses and elec-
tives plus our robust college 
and career programming, 
our committed educators 
are creating a supportive 
learning environment fo-
cused on helping every stu-
dent succeed and thrive now 
and in their futures.”

Indiana Connections 
Academy provides a 
high-quality educational ex-
perience that keeps students 
motivated and engaged with 
a strong circle of support 
and a deep sense of belong-
ing. The school’s team of 
supportive and experienced 
educators, specially trained 
in online instruction, estab-
lish meaningful connections 
with students helping them 
achieve their full potential 
and reach their goals. Par-
ents and caregivers are in-
volved in the learning jour-
ney as their child’s Learning 
Coach, serving as their 
mentor and guide through 
the school day.

Students are returning 
to school shortly after the 
release of the 2025 Parent 
Satisfaction Survey, an an-
nual third-party survey that 
allows families to review 
their experience with the 
school. According to the 
2025 Parent Satisfaction 
Survey results: 

• 98 percent of parents 
say their child is satisfied 
learning at Indiana Connec-
tion Academy

• 97 percent of parents 
agree the Indiana Connec-
tions Academy program 
gives them greater oppor-
tunity to be more involved 
with their child's education

• 96 percent of parents 
feel their children are mak-
ing progress on their aca-
demic goals with Indiana 
Connections Academy

• 95 percent of parents 
agree that the Indiana Con-
nections Academy teachers 
improve the learning expe-
rience

For middle and high 

school students, Indiana 
Connections Academy’s ex-
panded College and Early 
Career Readiness program 
integrates traditional aca-
demic subjects with indus-
try-leading, career-focused 
options like IT, business, 
health sciences and mar-
keting. This program will 
equip students with durable 
skills like leadership, criti-
cal thinking and teamwork. 
Students can participate in 
career exploration and in-
dustry networking opportu-
nities to build confidence, 
make connections and find 
direction to prepare for their 
future.

The school also of-
fers a variety of activities 
throughout the year for all 
students to help build com-
munity and foster relation-
ships, including numerous 
in-person and virtual field 
trips, National Honor So-
ciety, National Technical 
Honor Society, student 
government and in-person 
prom and graduation cere-
monies. In addition to core 
classes in math, science, 
language arts and social 
studies, students can choose 
from various electives, hon-
ors courses and dual credit 
opportunities. The schools 
also offer a broad assort-
ment of online clubs, rang-
ing from robotics and gam-
ing to poetry and art.

Enrollment for the 
2025-26 school year is still 
underway for students in 
grades K-12 at Indiana Con-
nections Academy. Families 
interested in Indiana Con-
nections Academy are en-
couraged to attend an online 
information session to learn 
more, ask questions, and 
discover if virtual school is 
the right fit for their student. 
For more information or to 
begin the enrollment pro-
cess, visit IndianaConnec-
tionsAcademy.com or call 
1-833-591-0251.

Survey Methodology
Connections Academy 

conducts the annual Parent 
Satisfaction Survey to find 
out how parents, guard-
ians and Learning Coaches 
grade the program in sever-
al key areas. The 2024-2025 
School Year survey was 
conducted from Jan. 15 to 
Feb. 26, 2025, by Shapiro 
+ Raj, an independent mar-
ket research company that 
created the questionnaire, 
collected the data and tabu-
lated the results. Parents and 
caretakers of all students 
enrolled at the time of the 
survey were invited to com-
plete the survey online.

Appeals court upholds 
conviction of Zionsville 

woman who shot at police
By PARKER CARLSON
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

While running from po-
lice in 2023, a Zionsville 
woman shot at a Whites-
town Police De-
partment officer. 
Lauren Cupp 
was convicted for 
the shooting, but 
asked the Indiana 
Court of Appeals 
to overturn her 
conviction; the 
Boone County 
Circuit Court on 
Friday denied her 
request.

Boone County Prosecu-
tor Kent Eastwood provid-
ed more information into 
the shooting in a Monday 
press release. Eastwood 
said that Cupp was wanted 
prior to the shooting for a 
trespassing and battery case 
in Hancock County.

On Memorial Day 2023, 
officers told News 8 that 
Cupp fled from police try-
ing to serve a warrant at her 
home in the Royal Run sub-

division. During the chase, 
and only 20 feet away from 
her children, Cupp fired a 
handgun at the Whitestown 
police officer.

Nobody was injured 
from the shooting.

E a s t w o o d 
said that after the 
shooting, Cupp 
ran into a wooded 
area. She was then 
tracked down by 
the Zionsville Po-
lice Department 
K-9 unit.

The Court of 
Appeals reject-

ed Cupp’s request, saying 
there was enough evi-
dence to convict her for 
shooting. Cupp claimed 
double jeopardy, but “her 
actions constituted distinct 
acts of resistance,” East-
wood said.

Cupp was sentenced to 
11 years in prison.

This story was origi-
nally published by WISH-
TV at wishtv.com/news/
crime-watch-8/zionsville-de-
nied-appeal-shooting-officer.

Cupp

Paul Poteet . . .
He just can’t be beat!

https://www.theoconnorhouse.org/
https://tinyurl.com/f5bnfrwr
https://westfieldyap.org/
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/indiana-online-school/academics/college-careers/
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/indiana-online-school/academics/college-careers/
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/indiana-online-school/enrollment/
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/indiana-online-school/learn-more/events/
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/indiana-online-school/learn-more/events/
http://www.indianaconnectionsacademy.com/
http://www.indianaconnectionsacademy.com/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/crime-watch-8/zionsville-denied-appeal-shooting-officer
http://wishtv.com/news/local-news/woman-fires-shots-before-police-take-her-into-custody/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/crime-watch-8/zionsville-denied-appeal-shooting-officer
https://www.wishtv.com/news/crime-watch-8/zionsville-denied-appeal-shooting-officer
https://www.wishtv.com/news/crime-watch-8/zionsville-denied-appeal-shooting-officer


8	 News

CCHA Law expands business services team with addition of Lisa Claghorn
Submitted

Church Church Hittle 
and Antrim (CCHA Law) 
announces that Lisa Clag-
horn has joined the firm 
as a partner, supporting the 
firm’s growing Business 
Services Practice Section.

Claghorn brings more 

than 13 years of extensive 
experience in real estate law, 
land use, regulatory compli-
ance, utility negotiation, and 
complex transactions, add-
ing strength to CCHA Law’s 
full range of business ser-
vices. She will serve clients 
across Hamilton County, 

Boone County, Zionsville, 
and surrounding markets.

Prior to joining CCHA 
Law, Claghorn held a va-
riety of legal and leader-
ship roles with national 
homebuilders and real es-
tate developers, where she 
served as an entitlement 

manager and due diligence 
manager. She also gained 
valuable experience in 
land analysis and title un-
derwriting, with a focus on 
contract negotiation, title 
insurance, due diligence, 
and development proj-
ects. Earlier in her career, 
she practiced as a closing 
attorney, litigator, and le-
gal researcher, handling 
matters across real estate, 
family law, and workers’ 
compensation.

Claghorn earned her Ju-
ris Doctor and Certificate of 
Comparative Law from the 
Paul M. Hebert Law Center 

at Louisiana State 
University. She 
holds a Bachelor 
of Arts in English 
and Psychology 
from Southeast-
ern Louisiana 
University.

Active in the 
legal and busi-
ness commu-
nity, she is a member of 
the Indiana and Louisiana 
State Bar Associations, the 
Louisiana Land Title Asso-
ciation Legislative Com-
mittee, and volunteers with 
organizations such as the 
Indiana Bar Foundation’s 

We the People 
Project and the 
A l z h e i m e r ’ s 
Walk to Remem-
ber.

“We are 
thrilled to wel-
come Lisa to 
CCHA Law,” 
said Matt Skel-
ton, a partner in 

the firm’s Business Services 
Practice Section. “Her ex-
tensive experience in real 
estate transactions, land 
development, and business 
law will be a tremendous 
asset to the clients and com-
munities we serve.”

Claghorn

Neko Case to make Allied Solutions Center debut
The REPORTER

Touring to support a 
new album, celebrated sing-
er-songwriter Neko Case 
will make her debut at Al-
lied Solutions Center for the 
Performing Arts in January.

Also accomplished as a 
producer, author and visu-
al artist, Case has been cit-
ed as “essentially peerless” 
(NPR) and “one of Ameri-
ca's best and most ambitious 
singer-songwriters” (Rolling 
Stone). Her authenticity, lyr-
ical storytelling and sly wit 
have endeared her to a le-
gion of critics, musicians and 
lifelong fans. In addition to 
many acclaimed and GRAM-
MY-nominated solo records, 
she is a founding member 
of Canadian supergroup the 
New Pornographers and au-
thor of The New York Times 
bestselling memoir The 
Harder I Fight the More I 
Love You and the weekly 

Des Demonas (left) will open the show for Neko Case (right) on Jan. 22, 2026, at the Payne & Mencias Palladium.

Photo provided Photo by Ebru Yildiz

Substack newsletter Entering 
The Lung. She is currently 
composing a musical theater 
adaptation of the Oscar-win-
ning film Thelma & Louise.

Case will perform 
Thursday, Jan. 22, at the 

Payne & Mencias Palladi-
um in support of her eighth 
album, Neon Grey Mid-
night Green, set for release 
in September. Opening 
the 7:30 p.m. show will be 
Des Demonas, a four-piece 

group of indie-rock and 
punk veterans from Wash-
ington, D.C.

Tickets starting at $37 
will be available starting at 
10 a.m. Friday, Aug. 15, at 
TheCenterPresents.org, by 

phone at (317) 843-3800, 
and in person at the Payne 
& Mencias Palladium’s Fifth 
Third Bank Box Office, 1 
Carter Green, Carmel. A por-
tion of every ticket purchase 
supports Allied Solutions 

Center’s educational and ex-
periential programs for all 
ages. The concert is part of 
the Printing Partners Encore 
Series and the 2025-2026 
Center Presents Season spon-
sored by Allied Solutions.

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://www.cchalaw.com/our-people/lisa-claghorn
https://www.cchalaw.com/our-people/lisa-claghorn
https://thecenterpresents.org/
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Governor Braun names first director of Office of School Safety
Submitted by Office 
of Gov. Mike Braun

Governor Mike Braun 
announced on Tuesday that 
Julie Q. Smith will serve as 
the first Director of the Of-
fice of School Safety.

Smith is a Sergeant in 
the Columbus Police De-
partment who oversees the 
School Resource Officer 
Division in that city, com-
prising 18 schools. She is 
a former school resource 
officer for Bartholomew 
County Schools.

Smith has distinguished 
herself as a national leader 
on school safety. She is a 
National Instructor for the 
National Association of 
School Resource Officers 
as well as Regional Direc-
tor for the Midwest states, 
President of the Indiana 
School Resource Officers 
Association, and has been 
recognized for her proac-
tive, evidence-based lead-
ership on strengthening 
schools and promoting 
school safety legislation.

“I’ve dedicat-
ed my career to 
keeping students 
safe, and it’s an 
honor to put my 
experience to 
work strength-
ening Indiana 
schools and com-
munities as the 
Director of the 
Office of School Safety,” 
Smith said.

As Director of the Indi-
ana Office of School Safe-
ty, Smith brings a wealth 

of experience and 
an unwavering 
commitment to 
protecting Hoo-
sier students.

“Providing a 
safe and secure 
environment for 
Hoosier students 
to learn and grow 
is a top priority 

for me both as Governor 
and as a father and grand-
father,” Gov. Braun said. 
“Our Office of School 
Safety puts that priority 

into action, and Sergeant 
Julie Q. Smith is uniquely 
qualified and dedicated to 
this mission to strengthen 
our schools and help stu-
dents thrive.”

Gov. Braun created the 
Office of School Safety 
as part of his Freedom & 
Opportunity Public Safety 
agenda. His first legisla-
tive session saw major ed-
ucation successes signed 
into law, putting students 
first and parents in the 
driver’s seat of their kids’ 

education.
Those accomplish-

ments included a nation-
ally-recognized expansion 
of school choice freedom, 
a first-in-the-nation tuition 
freeze across all Indiana 
state colleges and univer-
sities, increased base sala-
ry for teachers, over $640 
million in additional funds 
for schools in the Indiana 
budget, and a new diploma 
path focused on setting stu-
dents up for success after 
graduation.

Braun

Rokita leads 25-state brief defending schools’ right 
to maintain sex-specific bathrooms & locker rooms 
Submitted by Office
of AG Todd Rokita

Indiana Attorney Gen-
eral Todd Rokita is leading 
a 25-state coalition asking 
a federal appeals court to 
reverse prior decisions that 
undermine schools’ abili-
ty to maintain sex-specif-
ic bathrooms and locker 
rooms.

In an amicus brief 
filed Monday, AG Rokita 
argues that school policies 
requiring students to use 
facilities consistent with 
their biological sex are 
constitutional, reasonable, 
and necessary for protect-

ing student privacy and 
safety.

“No child should be 
subjected to using a school 
restroom or locker room 
with someone of the op-
posite biological sex,” AG 
Rokita said. “The Consti-
tution and Title IX support 
commonsense safeguards 
that respect biology and 
shield kids from vulnerable 
situations.”

The brief calls on the 
court to overrule two earli-
er decisions that compelled 
schools to allow students 
access to facilities based 
on gender identity – in-

cluding in a 2023 
case involving 
the Metropolitan 
School District 
of Martinsville in 
Indiana.

In the Mar-
tinsville case, the 
U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Sev-
enth Circuit ruled 
that the school district had 
to allow a student born fe-
male to use the boys’ re-
stroom because the student 
had begun identifying as 
male.

“Schools deserve the 
freedom to enact policies 

that reflect com-
munity values 
and protect our 
kids,” AG Rokita 
said. “Mandating 
co-ed bathrooms 
or showers ig-
nores biological 
realities and un-
dermines the pri-
vacy and safety 

of every student.” 
In the brief, Indiana and 

24 sign-on states argue that 
the U.S. Supreme Court has 
now made clear – in Unit-
ed States v. Skrmetti – that 
policies applying equally 
to all students based on bi-

ological sex do not violate 
the constitutional principle 
of equal protection or the 
stipulations of Title IX. In 
addition to the 25 states 
participating through their 
attorneys general, the Ari-
zona State Legislature also 
joined the brief. 

The brief emphasiz-
es that Title IX, passed in 
1972, was never intended 
to require schools to grant 
access to boys’ or girls’ fa-
cilities based on their gen-
der identity. Rather, the law 
clearly permits schools to 
separate facilities on the 
basis of biological sex. 

“The Equal Protection 
Clause fiercely defends 
sex-separated bathrooms 
and locker rooms,” AG 
Rokita said. “It demands 
schools protect every stu-
dent’s privacy and dignity 
by unapologetically honor-
ing the undeniable differ-
ences between the sexes.” 

AG Rokita’s leadership 
in this case reflects a broad-
er commitment to protect-
ing parental rights, student 
welfare, and the right of lo-
cal schools to develop their 
own policies free of feder-
al bureaucratic or judicial 
overreach. 

Rokita

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://tinyurl.com/35b9ds8k
https://tinyurl.com/35b9ds8k


10	 Obituaries

The REPORTER
With construction season in full swing, thus 

making it ever more challenging to travel around 
Hamilton County, our friends at Hamilton County 
Tourism have compiled this handy guide.

Below you will find links to road projects in 
each of the four major cities in the county, as well 
as county projects like the Streamline 146th plan. 
Even a link to state projects through INDOT is 
included. Thank you, Hamilton County Tourism!

Carmel road projects
Fishers road projects

Noblesville road projects
Westfield road projects

* * *
32 Connects

Reimagine Pleasant Street
Streamline 146th

Hamilton County road projects
INDOT projects across the state

Find the best route to your 
destination thanks to

Hamilton County Tourism

Today’s Bible Reading
Various Laws

“‘Do not steal.
“‘Do not lie.
“‘Do not deceive one another.
“‘Do not swear falsely by my name and so 

profane the name of your God. I am the Lord.
“‘Do not defraud or rob your neighbor.
“‘Do not hold back the wages of a hired worker 

overnight.
“‘Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling 

block in front of the blind, but fear your God. I 
am the Lord.

“‘Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality 
to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge 
your neighbor fairly.

“‘Do not go about spreading slander among 
your people.

“‘Do not do anything that endangers your 
neighbor’s life. I am the Lord.

Leviticus 19:11-16 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.
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PENDING!SOLD! SOLD! SOLD!PENDING!PENDING!
316 Fairview 

Avenue
TIPTON 

10868 Matherly 
Way

NOBLESVILLE 

17309 Graley 
Place

WESTFIELD 

360 Myers  
Lake Drive

NOBLESVILLE

1710 S. Butler 
Avenue

INDIANAPOLIS

5440 Bruce 
Boulevard

NOBLESVILLE

The Deakyne Team REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS“Speak 
to Deak!” www.speaktodeak.com

317.695.6032  Jennifer  | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer

Welcome to 360 Myers 
Lake Drive! This 4-bed, 

4-bath home in west 
Noblesville near Morse 
Reservoir features 9-ft 

ceilings, Trex deck, 
finished bonus room,  

3 laundry areas, updated 
systems, no HOA, and  

a 3-car garage.
Listed at $459,900

Welcome to this spotless 
4-bedroom home in 
desirable Hazel Dell 
Woods. Enjoy over 

3,500 square feet, double 
staircases, a walk-in 

pantry, versatile main-level 
rooms, large closets, paver 
patio, and a prime location 

near trails and schools.
Listed at $454,900 

This 4-bed brick ranch 
in Tipton offers a full 

basement, LVP flooring, 
fireplaces, metal roof, 
large pole barn, pool, 

wraparound porch, and 
corner lot – just  

2 minutes from the 
Tipton town square!
Listed at $350,000

Welcome to this 
2-bedroom, 2-bath patio 
home in Chapel Villas, 

featuring a gourmet 
kitchen, sunroom, gas 

fireplace, motorized blinds, 
and low-maintenance 

living just minutes from 
shopping, dining, and golf.

Listed at $354,900

Enjoy low maintenance 
living in this 2BR/2BA 
paired patio home with 

sunroom, screened porch 
and patio. The view from 

your patio overlooks a 
pond. Fully finished garage 
is completed with race deck 
flooring. Welcome home!
New Price! $379,900

All investors or owner 
occupant looking to 

make instant equity, this 
3BR/2 full bath stone 

ranch just needs a little 
love to bring it back to 
its 1957 glory! Home is 
sold as-is. Two parcels 

included in the purchase, 
0.34 acre per parcel.
Listed at $144,900

Meeting Notices
The Noblesville Common Council 

Budget Meeting scheduled for Tues-
day, Aug. 19, 2025 at 4 p.m. has been 
changed to 3 p.m. The meeting will be 
held in Rooms A213 and A214 at City 
Hall, 16 S. 10th St.

The Jackson Township 
Board of Trustees will meet 
for budget work session at 
10 a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 20, 
2025, at the Trustee’s Office, 
506 W. Main St., Arcadia.

Jim Teter
July 20, 1930 – August 5, 2025

James Fredrick “Jim” Teter, also known as Papaw Fred, 
Teter, Dad, Grandad, Daddy, Freddie, 
and Uncle, passed away at his home in 
Sheridan on Tuesday, August 5, 2025. 
Born July 20, 1930, in Sheridan, he 
was the son of the late H. Beecher and 
Mary A. (Buzan) Teter. 

Shortly after graduating from Sher-
idan High School with the Class of 
1948, Jim was running around with six 
other friends when one of them said, 
“Hey, we should join the Army.” At 
that time, we were in the midst of the 
Korean War, so they all looked at each 
other and agreed, and the next day all 

seven of them (Harley Hobson, Jack Inman, Glen Hancock, 
Johnny Rood, Jim McKinzie, Bill Small, and Jim) marched 
down to the draft office and signed up. He was the last 
remaining member of that special group. Jim was proud 
of his years spent serving his country, and always loved 
spending time with fellow veterans.

He was a life member of the VFW and a very active 
member of the K.V. Elliott American Legion Post 67 in 
Sheridan. His afternoon trips to the Legion were always a 
welcome part of the day, and a couple of beers and some 
good conversation with his Legion family was a great way 
to end one. Jim had a deep respect for anyone who served 
their country, and quietly did his part to keep their memo-
ries alive. Every Memorial Day, Jim made sure that all the 
veterans who were buried in and around the Sheridan area 
had a flag placed on their graves. He never made a big to-do 
about it; it was his personal way of saying “thank you for 
your service.” During the last seven months of his life he 
was a resident of Maple Park Village in Westfield. It was 
during his stay that he was given a Korean War veteran 
hat by a fellow service member. Jim wasn’t much of a hat 
wearer during his lifetime, but that all changed when he re-
ceived his gift. From that day forward, he wore it every day.

When Jim returned home from the service, he went to 
work for Biddle Manufacturing in Sheridan. After 40 years 
of dedicated service to the company, he decided it was time 
to give retirement a try. This gave Jim the time (at least 30 
years’ worth) to devote to the things that gave him the most 
joy, including keeping up with horse racing and heading 
over to Thorntown for Stookey’s catfish.

All who knew Jim knew that he was equal parts stub-
born and ornery (which made him quite the character), 
combined with a caring and generous streak (especially 
when it came to animals) that did not waver. He laughed at 
his own jokes and always had an opinion to share. Advice 
from Jim was freely given, though not always asked for, 
but usually ended up being what you needed to hear. He 
also enjoyed traveling, Colorado being one of his favorite 
destinations. In 1958, he and his wife Ann, along with Gene 
and Phyllis Buzan, made the trip out west, and it remained 
one of the places he always wanted to return to.

Above all else, he truly loved his family. One of his 
favorite activities was attending local fundraiser breakfasts 
with his grandson Brad. They would hit all the hot spots 
throughout the year – Pickard Masonic Lodge, Lions Club, 
Rotary, and the Sheridan Masonic Lodge, just to name a 
few. He helped create memories that will last a lifetime.

Jim is survived by son, Michael S. Teter (Lori) of Sheri-
dan; daughter, Terri L. Millikan of Noblesville; four grand-
children, Bradley J. Millikan (Pam) of Kempton, Cody 
Lawson of Sheridan, Tanner Lawson of Sheridan, and 
Lance Mathews (Alicia) of Denver; and one great-grand-
child, Riley Mathews.

He was preceded in death by parents, H. Beecher 
and Mary A. (Buzan) Teter; grandson, Clayton Lawson; 
great-grandson, Travis Mathews; two brothers, Richard 
Teter and Robert E. Teter; sister, Ruth E. Tolle; and by the 
loved of his life, his wife, Carol Ann (Fancher) Teter on 
July 14, 2000. She and Jim were married on November 22, 
1952, and were blessed with 48 wonderful years together.

Graveside rites with military honors will be held at 
10:30 a.m. Thursday, August 14, 2025, at Crown View 
Cemetery, 4056 W. State Road 38, Sheridan.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be pre-
sented to Best Friends Animal Sanctuary, 5001 Angel Canyon 
Rd., Kanab, UT 84741-5000; the Humane Society for Hamil-
ton County, 10501 Hague Rd., Fishers, IN 46038; or the Sher-
idan American Legion, 406 E. 10th St., Sheridan, IN 46069.

Condolences: kerchevalfuneralhome.com

Leola Jeanette Pyle
September 20, 1927 – August 9, 2025

Leola Jeanette Pyle, 97, Westfield, passed away on Sat-
urday, August 9, 2025, at Maple Park 
Village in Westfield. She was born on 
September 20, 1927, to Walter and Lena 
(Searfoss) Powell in Toledo, Ohio.

Jeanette grew up on a farm with 
five siblings: Marion, Marigrace, Lu-
ther, Betty, and Joanna, who are all 
deceased. She graduated from Tipton 
High School and married John E. Pyle 
in 1946 in Frankfort, Ind. Jeanette 

worked at Mallory controls for 20 years and later enjoyed 
being a home caretaker for the elderly. She mostly enjoyed 
being a Nanny for her great-grandson, Brody and then later 
for Paige, Paul, Payton, Jack, and Jessica Akard. Jeanette 
loved being a homemaker, cooking for family, gardening, 
fishing, puzzles, playing poker, and bingo.

She is survived by her children, Sandra K. Kinsler 
and Charles E. Pyle; grandchildren, Michele Stewart, 
Tony Kinlser, Sherry Jeffers, Jeni Davis, and Shane Pyle; 
great-grandchildren, Brody Hutto, Devin Rogers, Mariah 
Chaney, Rhett Davis, Austin Pyle, Peyton Pyle, Aly Pyle, 
Keyton Pyle, Kolt Kinsler, Kaleb Kinsler, and Kooper 
Kinsler; and her great-great-grandchildren, Sophie, Lain-
ey, Charlotte, CJ, Lucas, Blaire, and Hudson, plus one 
due any day, Rhyder.

In addition to her parents and siblings, Jeanette was pre-
ceded in death by her husband, John Pyle.

Visitation will be from 11 a.m. to noon, with funeral 
services at noon, on Wednesday, August 20, 2025, at Ran-
dall & Roberts Funeral Center, 1685 Westfield Road, No-
blesville. Burial will follow at 2 p.m. at Green Lawn Cem-
etery in Frankfort, Ind.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Joseph Max Trott
September 5, 1949 – August 13, 2025

Joseph Max Trott, 75, Noblesville, passed away on 
Wednesday, August 13, 2025, at Five 
Star Residences of Noblesville. He 
was born on September 5, 1949, to 
Victor and Rosemary (Wirick) Trott in 
Greentown, Ind.

Joe worked in labor relations at 
the Chrysler plant in Kokomo for 
over 30 years before retiring. After 
retirement, he worked at Purgatory 
Golf Course in Noblesville. Joe was 

a fan of Purdue basketball and football, and the Chicago 
Bears and White Sox. He enjoyed coaching youth base-
ball, golfing, boating, and spending time with friends. 
Most of all, Joe loved spending time with his family, es-
pecially his granddaughters.

He is survived by his son, Travis (Jill) Trott; daughter, 
Meredith (Jeff) Dean; granddaughters, Grace Dean (fian-
cée, Jordan), Bridget Dean, and Lily Trott; nieces, Alisha 
(Brian) Oldfather, Ashley (John) Ault, Andrea (Chad) Col-
lins, and Dawnetta (Don) Sparks; and many great-nieces 
and great-nephews.

In addition to his parents, Joe was preceded in death by 
his brother, Dick Trott.

Visitation will be from 1 to 4 p.m., with a memorial 
service at 4 p.m., on Saturday, August 16, 2025, at Ran-
dall & Roberts Funeral Center, 1685 Westfield Road, 
Noblesville.

Memorial contributions may be made to American 
Cancer Society, P.O. Box 681405, Indianapolis, IN 46268-
1405 (cancer.org/about-us/local/indiana.html); or Juve-
nile Diabetes Research Foundation, 10401 N. Meridian St., 
Suite 150, Indianapolis, IN 46290 (jdrf.org).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Send your legal notices to
PublicNotices@
ReadTheReporter.com

https://www.carmellink.com/
https://www.fishers.in.us/381/Drive-Fishers
https://tinyurl.com/2m46j9ds
https://tinyurl.com/4kxzt3ma
https://www.32connects.com/
https://www.reimaginepleasantst.com/
http://streamline146.com/
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/451/Transportation-Improvement-Project-Map
https://entapps.indot.in.gov/dotmaps/nlri/
https://readthereporter.com/obitform
www.randallroberts.com
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
mailto:HamiltonCoNorthReporter%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=
mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=
mailto:RHall1977%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
http://www.twitter.com/Richie_Hall
http://speaktodeak.com
https://www.kerchevalfuneralhome.com/obituary/jim-teter
https://www.randallroberts.com/obituaries/leola-pyle
http://www.cancer.org/about-us/local/indiana.html
http://www.jdrf.org/
https://www.randallroberts.com/obituaries/joseph-trott
mailto:PublicNotices%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=


  	 	 11

TOP COUNTIES
Jennings Sales Up 17.9%

Morgan Sales Up 16.8%

Hancock Sales Up 14.2%

FAIR HOUSING
CASES
Total – 4
Rental – 3
Sales – 0
Other – 1

CURRENT REAL ESTATE MARKET
CENTRAL INDIANA STATISTICS FROM THE 16-COUNTY REGION

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com   |   DaniRobinsonHomes.com

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

*In order to provide a more reliable measurement of sales price, beginning with January, 2025,  
   we will report the median sales price instead of average sales price.

Scan here to view 
Dani’s current listings.

What’s your Real 
Estate Story? Born, 
raised and still living 
in Hamilton County, 
it is Dani’s goal to 
help you reach yours! 
Talk to Dani today 
for all your real estate 
needs. She knows 
this area and wants 
to help you with  
your story!

Data compiled 08.06.25 from MIBOR BLC®

1,215
More Homes

For Sale
7/24 vs. 7/25

6.3%
Price Increase
7/24 vs. 7/25

July 2025 
Median Sale Price

$317,900*
compared to this t ime last year

Sales Increased   
July pended home sales  

compared to this time last year

10.0%

Months of Inventory Change   

24.8%
7/24 vs. 7/25

Interest Rates 
30-Year Fixed   

6.625%
 With an APR of 6.747%

Reporter Sports Thursday
Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Heights, Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Sheridan, University, Westfield

Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

Hounds finish county win under the lights
Girls Golf

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

CARMEL – Who says 
cell phones have no place 
on the golf course?

The Hamilton County 
girls golf meet finished in 
darkness Wednesday night 
at Prairie View Golf Club 
in Carmel. By the time 
the last golfers were on 
the 18th green, spectators, 
coaches and other golf-
ers were turning on their 
phone’s flashlights to help 
those final finishers get 
their balls in the hole. 

It was definitely worth 
the wait for Carmel. The 
No. 2-ranked Greyhounds 
were the team champions 
of the county meet, carding 
292. The tournament start-
ed in the typical humidity 
of August before ending 
well after sunset, but Car-
mel was undeterred.

“They definitely 
played through the ad-
versity,” said ‘Hounds 
coach Kelly Kluesner. 
“Obviously the heat and 
everything, and then we 
added in some darkness 
today. They stayed men-
tally composed through it. 
Not ideal, but they fought 
through it and finished re-
ally strong.

Carmel’s sensational 
freshmen have gotten out 
to an amazing start for 
the first couple weeks of 
the season and the county 
meet was no exception. 
Maya Fujisawa Keuling 
won medalist honors with 
a three under par score 
of 69. Fujisawa Keuling 
made seven birdies during 
her round, at point drain-
ing birdies on three con-
secutive holes. 

“I’ve been playing 
amazing and I’m really 
thankful for all the oppor-
tunities I’ve been given,” 
said Fujisawa Keuling. 
“And I’m also really happy 
about my teammates, how 
they’re doing and how the 
whole team is doing.”

Karis Reid also helped 
the Greyhounds with her 
one under par round of 
71. Reid made two birdies 
during the day and said she 
played solid for her round.

“I had all pars through 
12 holes,” said Reid. 
“Overall I played pretty 
good. My irons were look-
ing good, especially after 
having a first two not-great 
round. It was a really nice 
refresh.”

Reese Roudebush tied 
for fifth with a solid round 
of 74, making four birdies. 
Another freshman, Ishin 
Fang Fujita, tied for 10th 
with 78, including two 
birdies.

Noblesville finished 
second with a score of 
304. Josie Kelley led the 
way for the Millers, plac-
ing third with an even par 
72, a round that included 
two birdies.

“I think that everyone 
has standards and every-
one has goals, and that a 
lot of us haven’t necessar-
ily met those goals yet,” 
said Kelley. “But I think 
playing and competing 
and practicing as much 
as we are is only going to 
help in the long run.”

Freshman Myra Sealey 
tied for eighth place with 
76, making three birdies. 
Lauren Turpin and Pey-
ton Kauzlick were part of 
the 10th-place tie, each 
scoring 78. Turpin eagled 
hole No. 11 and made 
three birdies, while Kau-
zlick had one birdie. Oliv-
ia Fowler made one birdie 
during her round of 80.

Westfield placed third 
as a team, scoring 306. 
Kelsey Haverluck’s score 
of 74 tied her for fifth 
place; she drained three 
birdies. Sophie Raines tied 
for eighth with 76, while 
Farrah Camp and Lilley 
Ku scored 78s to join the 
10th-place tie. Camp made 
three birdies and Ku made 
one. Laila Abriani and 
Kate Brown both had three 
birdies.

Hamilton Southeastern 
finished fourth as a team 
with 317. Sophie Rob-
erts finished fourth with 
73, making three bird-
ies, while Janelle Garcia 
placed seventh with 75, 
making two birdies. Bel-
la Stanley also made two 
birdies.

Guerin Catholic scored 
357 as a team. Ali Scott 
and Sydney Delagrange 
both scored 81, draining 
two birdies along the way. 
Maddy Hood made one 
birdie.

Fishers totaled 370 as a 
team. Aleah Miller led the 
Tigers with 89, followed 
by Kendall Manion with 
90. Both made one birdie.

Hamilton Heights 
scored 471, with Taylor 
Morrison carding 84. Uni-
versity totaled 500 as a 
team.

Photo provided
As the final golfers finished up their round, their fellow competitors used the flashlights on their 
phones to help them see the 18th green.

All eight county teams set for Friday scrimmages
The REPORTER

The 2025 Indiana high 
school football season is 
getting closer to kickoff.

Hoosier football teams 
will take to stadiums across 
the state Friday with scrim-
mages. All eight Hamilton 
County teams will be in ac-
tion Friday, in games that 
kick off at 7 p.m.

Half of the county’s 
eight teams will be scrim-
maging in their home stadi-
um. Westfield, last season’s 
Class 6A state runner-up, 
takes on Ben Davis at Riv-
erview Health Stadium. 

Sheridan, under first-year 
coach Jake Chesney, wel-
comes Crawfordsville to 
Bud Wright Stadium. The 
Blackhawks have a streak 
going of three consecutive 
sectional titles.

Noblesville takes on 
North Central at Beaver 
Stadium; that scrimmage 
will mark the debut of 
John Hebert as the Mill-
ers’ coach. Guerin Catho-
lic welcomes Indianapolis 
Lutheran to the Eagles 
Nest; the Saints were re-
gional champions last 
year in their first season in 

Class 2A.
The other four county 

football teams all hit the 
road for their respective 
scrimmages. Fishers, a 

sectional champion last 
season, travels to Mc-
Cutcheon. Carmel travels 
to Zionsville; the Grey-
hounds welcome back 

Kevin Wright as their 
coach.

Hamilton Southeastern, 
fresh off its fifth consecu-
tive winning season, heads 

to Indianapolis to scrim-
mage against another pow-
erhouse Bishop Chatard. 
Hamilton Heights travels 
to Alexandria.

Reporter photos by Richie Hall
(TOP) The top 10 individuals (including ties) gathered under the lights at 
Prairie View. (ABOVE) The Carmel girls golf team won the Hamilton County 
meet Wednesday at Prairie View Golf Club. The Greyhounds scored 292 as 
a team and had three golfers in the top five.

Football

Fujisawa Keuling continues medalist streak, Reid and Kelley go 2-3

Team scores: Carmel 
292, Noblesville 304, West-
field 306, Hamilton South-
eastern 317, Guerin Catholic 
357, Fishers 370, Hamilton 
Heights 471, University 500.

Medalist: Maya Fujisawa 
Keuling (Carmel) 69.

Other Carmel scores: 
Karis Reid 71, Reese 
Roudebush 74, Ishin Fang 
Fujita 78, Allie Thompson 83, 
Maddie Headlee 87.

Noblesville scores: 
Josie Kelley 72, Myra Sealey 
76, Lauren Turpin 78, Peyton 
Kauzlick 78, Olivia Fowler 80, 
Presley White 85.

Westfield scores: 
Kelsey Haverluck 74, Sophie 
Raines 76, Farrah Camp 78, 
Lilley Ku 78, Laila Abriani 83, 
Kate Brown 83.

Southeastern scores: 
Sophie Roberts 73, Janelle 
Garcia 75, Bella Stanley 84, 
Maya Cieply 85, Taylor Wet-
zel 85, Paige O’Hara 89.

Guerin Catholic scores: 
Ali Scott 81, Sydney Dela-
grange 81, London Payne 93, 
Reagan Kaercher 102, Mad-
dy Hood 114, Lina Johansen 
116.

Fishers scores: Aleah 
Miller 89, Kendall Manion 90, 
Elli Webster 92, Sophia Rush 
99, Fiona Doyle 102, Jazlin 
Guerrero 111.

Heights scores: Taylor 
Morrison 84, Tanner Penwell 
118, Sammie Powers 128, 
Alayna Kauffman 131, Emma 
Trees 133.

University scores: Liz 
Maitz 113, Scout Griffin 126, 
Sophie Stratman 130, Maryn 
Stephenson 131, Carrington 
Craig 140.

https://www.talktodani.com/
https://www.joshuaherdphotography.com/
https://noblesvillesports.com/
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=


By ANDREW CHERNOFF
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

WESTFIELD - Some 
of the best golfers in the 
world are in Central Indiana 
this week for LIV Golf In-
dianapolis.

The three-day tourna-
ment takes place at The 
Club at Chatham Hills in 
Westfield. It’s the first time 
LIV Golf has played a tour-
nament in Indiana.

“The economic driver 
that we have this week is 
massive for this area, and 
we hope to continue to show 
that to new unique mar-
kets,” two-time U.S. Open 
champion Bryson DeCham-
beau said.

DeChambeau, who plays 
on Crushers GC in LIV Golf, 
hit the course on Wednesday 
for a practice round.

“There’s plenty of mar-
kets out there that would like 
to have LIV Golf because of 
the economic impact as well 
as numerous other things, 
but Indianapolis having 
an event here showcasing 
these great stars, this great 

talent, at an awesome ven-
ue, is what’s needed for the 
game of golf and for LIV 
personally in my opinion,” 
DeChambeau said.

DeChambeau is not the 
only big name in the Hoo-
sier State this week. Another 
two-time major winner, Jon 
Rahm, will be competing at 
LIV Golf Indianapolis.

“My first time to India-
napolis, so, so far it’s been 
a great experience, really 
good week, really good few 
days,” Rahm said. “Was 
able to enjoy St. Elmo’s 
steakhouse yesterday, got 
to see downtown a little bit. 
The only thing left to do is 
for me to play good golf.”

Rahm, who won The 
Masters in 2023 and won 
the U.S. Open in 2021, is 
locked in a battle with Joa-
quin Niemann to win the 

2025 LIV Golf individual 
championship. Entering this 
week, Niemann has 208.43 
points, while Rahm has 
196.16 points.

Rahm is the defending 
LIV Golf individual cham-
pion, having captured the 
title for the 2024 season.

“I would say this year, 
short of a crazy win coming 
which is not forecasted, I 
would expect the scores to be 
low, but I do know the fans 
like that, so it’s going to be a 
week where you’re going to 
see a lot of birdies happen, a 
lot of eagles,” Rahm said.

The individual title is 
on the line this week with 
LIV Golf Indianapolis be-
ing the individual champi-
onship finale.

“I can’t wait to see the 
crowds out here this week, 
see what they’re all about, 
and honestly hope to give 
them everything they want-
ed and more,” DeChambeau 
said. “I think LIV is definitely 
one of their best strategies to 
continue to go to these mar-
kets that are a little smaller 
and give them an opportunity 
to see what us top players in 
the world look like.”

The golfers will take part 
in a pro-am on Thursday at 
The Club at Chatham Hills. 
The three-day LIV Golf In-
dianapolis tournament will 
then begin on Friday and 
conclude on Sunday.

This story originally 
appeared on WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/sports/golf/
liv-golf-indianapolis-tour-
nament.
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TWIN LAKES GOLF CLUB

$500

28TH ANNUAL 

GOLFGOLF  

9:00- 10:00 AM Player Check-in

10:30 AM Shotgun Start

12:30 PM Lunch Provided

3:30-5:30 PM Hospitality Reception &
Awards / Raffle

MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 8
2025

TH

PLAYER FEES SCHEDULE

1 Player

2 Players

4 Players 

TheHeroesClub.org

$1000
$1500

3200 W. 96  STREETTH

CARMEL, IN 46032

For more information:

4
HEROESHEROES

4 Players $2000

Scan to register!

registered by Aug. 15

registered after Aug. 15

Holden ‘stoked’ to step 
into Millers coaching role
By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

For the first time in 20 
years, there will be a new 
Noblesville girls soccer 
coach on the sidelines when 
the Millers start their sea-
son.

Mitch Holden is that 
new coach. He comes to 
Noblesville from Plain-
field, where he guided the 
Quakers to four consecu-
tive Mid-State Conference 
championships and a 28-0 
record in the league. Holden 
is ready to make the jump to 
the Millers program, and he 
is excited to be a part of a 
program that has won five 
of the last six Class 3A state 
championships.

“I’m stoked, man,” said 
Holden. “It’s one of the jobs 
you don’t really see open a 
lot, and to have a chance to 
be a part of this program, 
this culture and the players, 
I’m blessed to be a part of it 
all. I have a great group of 
players and a great group of 
parents that have been very 
welcoming.”

Holden is aware he has 
big shoes to fill, as he suc-
ceeds Mike Brady, who 
coached Noblesville for 
22 years and compiled 310 
wins to go with those state 
championships. While 
Holden said he will proba-
bly “bring in a different style 
of soccer” to the Millers 
program – “I’m a little bit 
more of a defensive-mind-
ed coach,” he said – Hold-
en will keep the things that 
Brady instilled “that make 
the program great, mak-
ing sure all the traditions 
are kept intact, all the little 
things the parents like to do 
are kept intact.”

“Keeping the culture 

and traditions,” said Hold-
en. “I don’t intend to make 
too many changes to the 
program itself.”

This year’s Noblesville 
team will be experienced, 
with 10 juniors and eight se-
niors. Holden learned right 
away about the Millers’ 
intensity when it comes to 
practice.

“They have a little bit 
of a chip on their shoulder 
every year and I think that’s 
something very rare,” said 
Holden. “They come in 
and they earn it every day, 
which is why I think they’ve 
had so much success.”

Two seniors returning 
are defenders Hannah St-
ruve and Allie Royer; Hold-
en said they will be “stand-
outs on the back line.” 
Senior Sam Addison will be 
a key midfield player who is 
back for the Millers.

Junior forward Delaney 

Stone will on the attack. She 
returns the most goals for 
Noblesville, scoring 14 and 
dishing out nine assists last 
season. Stone scored a goal 
during the Millers’ 3-1 vic-
tory over Center Grove last 
season in the Class 3A state 
championship game.

“I look for her to car-
ry the torch goal-scoring 
wise,” said Holden. 

Junior Kendall Kram-
er was a defender last year 
but look for her in the mid-
field this season. Holden 
called Kramer a “jack of 
all trades,” someone who 
can play defense and also 
hold down the middle of the 
field.

“She can do everything 
for us,” said Holden.

Another scoring threat 
returning is sophomore 
Brooklyn Gibbons. She 
played in the majority of the 
Millers’ matches last year 

and scored six goals, also 
making one assist.

Holden said there are a 
few solid freshmen in the 
lineup, but again noted that 
Noblesville is “very, very 
upperclassmen-led this 
year.”

“The freshmen will be 
very good soccer players in 
the future,” said Holden.

Noblesville begins its 
season Saturday morning 
by taking on Cathedral in 
a match at Grand Park. The 
Millers’ first match at Hall-
mark Orthodontics Soccer 
Complex is Wednesday 
against Pendleton Heights, 
then Noblesville begins 
Hoosier Crossroads Con-
ference play with two road 
contests at Avon Aug. 27 
and Hamilton Southeastern 
Aug. 30.

“We’re excited just to 
get out and compete,” said 
Holden.

Julie Brown / File photo
Delaney Stone scored 14 goals for the Noblesville girls soccer team last year as a 
sophomore. Stone is one of several key players back for the Millers this season.

Four Special Olympics 
Indiana fall competition 
championship games to 
take place at Grand Park
Submitted

Special Olympics In-
diana kicks off its fall 
championship season on 
Saturday, Aug. 23, with 
the equestrian state event 
at Hendricks County 4-H 
Fairgrounds in Danville. 
This is the first of eight fall 
season tournaments sched-
uled to take place in central 
Indiana.

Fall season state cham-
pionships include:

• Aug. 23: Equestrian at 
Hendricks 4H Fairgrounds 
in Danville

• Sept. 6: Softball at 
Center Grove Lassie League

• Sept. 7: Golf at Hicko-
ry Stick Golf Club in Green-
wood

• Sept. 28: Cornhole, 
Flag football, Distance Run/
Walk, and Soccer at Grand 
Park, Westfield

• Nov. 15: Unified Vol-
leyball at The Academy Vol-
leyball Club, Indianapolis

Nearly 3,000 athletes 
and Unified partners are 
expected to take part in the 
eight championship tourna-
ments this fall. With more 

than 19,000 athletes and 
Unified partners, supported 
by 10,000 coaches and vol-
unteers, Special Olympics 
Indiana uses sports as a cata-
lyst for social change, expos-
ing inequity and highlighting 
the abilities of people with 
intellectual disabilities.

As part of Eunice Ken-
nedy Shriver Weekend on 
Sept. 28 at Grand Park, all 
participating athletes have 
the opportunity to receive 
free medical screenings for 
podiatry and dentistry by 
medical professionals.

Admission to all events 
is free. Visit SOIndiana.
org/fall-games to learn 
more or to volunteer.

The Picklr Keystone Crossing 
to hold first Special Olympics 

Indiana pickleball clinic
Submitted

The Picklr Keystone 
Crossing has announced 
it will play host to the first 
pickleball training clinic for 
Special Olympics Indiana 
from noon to 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Aug. 16.

In all, 36 athletes from 
12 counties and 27 coaches 
from 14 counties will attend 
the clinic to learn the sport 
in preparation for Special 
Olympics Indiana’s first 
season of pickleball compe-
tition in 2026. 

During the clinic, ath-
letes and players will partic-
ipate in basic skills training 
to learn pickleball funda-
mentals and how to proper-
ly play the game. Coaches 
will complete sport-specific 
training that focuses on be-
coming familiar with pick-

leball skills, the rules of the 
game, Special Olympics 
modifications, and how to 
do assessments.

“We’re thrilled to host 
this initial training clinic for 
Special Olympics Indiana,” 
Becca Hsu, Club Coordina-
tor at The Picklr Keystone 
Crossing, said. “Pickleball 
is a very strong communi-
ty-building sport, and we 
feel it will be a great addi-
tion as one of Special Olym-
pics’ competitive sports of-
ferings next year.”

The Picklr Keystone 
Crossing is located at 3810 
E. 82nd St., Indianapolis. 
Pickleball enthusiasts can 
look forward to additional 
clubs coming to Indiana in 
2026.

Click here for more in-
formation.

Girls Soccer

Golf

Here’s what Bryson DeChambeau 
can’t wait to see at Chatham Hills

Paul Poteet . . .
Your Hometown

Weatherman!

https://www.wishtv.com/sports/golf/liv-golf-indianapolis-tournament/
https://www.livgolf.com/schedule/indianapolis-2025
https://www.livgolf.com/schedule/indianapolis-2025
https://www.wishtv.com/lifestyle/all-indiana/liv-golf-tournament-westfield/
https://www.livgolf.com/standings
https://www.wishtv.com/sports/golf/liv-golf-indianapolis-tournament/
https://www.wishtv.com/sports/golf/liv-golf-indianapolis-tournament/
https://www.wishtv.com/sports/golf/liv-golf-indianapolis-tournament/
https://www.hctv1.com/
https://theheroesclub.org/
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://soindiana.org/fall-games/
https://soindiana.org/fall-games/
https://thepicklr.com/location/keystone-crossing/
http://paulpoteet.com
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SPORTS SCHEDULE
Thursday, Aug. 14

GOLF
Fishers vs. North Central, 4:30 p.m. at Coffin Golf Club

Hamilton Heights at Tipton, 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 16

BOYS SOCCER
Carmel at Zionsville, 9 a.m.

Mt. Vernon at Hamilton Southeastern, 10:30 a.m.
Cathedral at Westfield, 11:30 a.m.

Fishers at Franklin Central, 11:30 a.m.
Columbus North at Noblesville, 12:30 p.m.

Pendleton Heights at Guerin Catholic, 3 p.m.
CROSS COUNTRY

University at Pike Hokum Karem, 8:30 a.m.
Carmel girls, Hamilton Heights at Valley Cross Kickoff, 9 a.m. at

LaVern Gibson Course, Terre Haute
Hamilton Southeastern Hokum Karem, 9 a.m.

Noblesville at Zionsville Invitational, 9 a.m.
GIRLS SOCCER

Hamilton Southeastern at Carmel, 9 a.m.
McCutcheon at Fishers, 11:30 a.m.

Noblesville vs. Cathedral, 11:30 a.m. at Grand Park
Westfield at Guerin Catholic, 11:30 a.m.

GOLF
Fishers, Westfield at Western Invitational, 8 a.m. at Chippendale

Fishers, Hamilton Heights, Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Westfield 
at Lapel Invitational, 9 a.m. at Edgewood

Guerin Catholic at Ben Davis Invitational, noon at South Grove
Carmel, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Southeastern at Zionsville Invitational, 

1:30 p.m. at the Trophy Club
University at Shenandoah Invitational, 2 p.m.

TENNIS
Hamilton Heights Husky Invitational, 9 a.m.

Guerin Catholic at Fishers, 10 a.m.
University at Westfield, 10 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL
Hamilton Heights at Peru Invitational, 9 a.m.

Hamilton Southeastern at Warsaw Round Robin, 10 a.m.
Monday, Aug. 18

BOYS SOCCER
Heritage Christian at University, 5:30 p.m.

Southmont at Sheridan, 5:30 p.m.
Pike at Carmel, 7 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
Lebanon at Sheridan, 7 p.m.

Fishers at Park Tudor, 7:30 p.m.
GOLF

Hamilton Southeastern vs. Fishers, 4 p.m. at Stony Creek
Hamilton Heights vs. Western, 4 p.m. at Bear Slide

TENNIS
University at Kokomo, 5 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
Crawfordsville at Sheridan, 6 p.m.

Carmel at Hamilton Southeastern, 6:30 p.m.
North Central at Noblesville, 7 p.m.

Yorktown at Westfield, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 19

BOYS SOCCER
Hamilton Southeastern at Cathedral, 7 p.m.

Park Tudor at Guerin Catholic, 7 p.m.
Westfield at Fishers, 7 p.m.

Yorktown at Hamilton Heights, 7 p.m.
Perry Meridian at Noblesville, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
University at Covenant Christian, 5 p.m.

Heritage Christian at Hamilton Heights, 7 p.m.
GOLF

Noblesville vs. Fishers and Zionsville, 4 p.m. at Harbour Trees
TENNIS

Guerin Catholic at Park Tudor, 5 p.m.
Hamilton Heights at Elwood, 5 p.m.

Hamilton Southeastern at Carmel, 5 p.m.
Noblesville at Pendleton Heights, 5:30 p.m.

Westfield at North Central, 5:30 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL

Guerin Catholic at Northwestern, 6:30 p.m.
Lawrence Central at Fishers, 7 p.m.
Sheridan at Clinton Central, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 20
GIRLS SOCCER

Sheridan at Northwestern, 5:30 p.m.
Avon at Noblesville, 7 p.m.
Fishers at Westfield, 7 p.m.

Guerin Catholic at Zionsville, 7 p.m.
Pendleton Heights at Noblesville, 7 p.m.

Franklin Central at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m.
GOLF

Fishers at Carmel (with Center Grove), 4:30 p.m. at Purgatory Golf Club
Hamilton Southeastern vs. Pendleton Heights,

4:30 p.m. at Fall Creek Golf Club
Sheridan vs. Clinton Prairie and Rossville, 4:30 p.m. at Deer Track

University at Zionsville, 5:30 p.m.
TENNIS

Fishers at North Central, 5 p.m.
University at Lawrence Central, 5:30 p.m.

Westfield at Guerin Catholic, 5:30 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL

Lebanon at Hamilton Heights, 7 p.m.
McCutcheon at Fishers, 7 p.m.

Roncalli at Carmel, 7 p.m.
Noblesville at Mt. Vernon, 7:15 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

Photos provided by Lisa Everling
(ABOVE LEFT) Dee Kirkland and Lisa Everling. (ABOVE RIGHT) This photo collage of the late Jim 
Irsay (which is made up of people who volunteered at this year’s Colts Camp) will be placed at Lucas 
Oil Stadium for his Ring of Honor induction on Sept. 7 when the Colts play the Miami Dolphins.

Photos provided by Lisa Everling
The Indianapolis Colts held a Volunteer Appreciation night on Wednesday at Colts Camp at Grand 
Park. Westfield’s own Lisa Everling was lucky enough to win a signed football from Colts running 
back Jonathan Taylor, and she even got Coach Shane Steichen to add his signature!

Local Colts Camp volunteer
Lisa Everling wins signed football

By BILL DOSS
For The Reporter

On Monday, we finally 
went back to the Indianap-
olis Motor Speedway Mu-
seum. It had been 40 years 
since we had been there and 
they spent the last year (and 
$80 million) rebuilding this 
wonderful tribute to The In-
dianapolis 500.

It's beautiful and the lay-
out is great as they walk you 
through Gasoline Alley from 
the old to the new. Then you 
enter Race Day as they show 
a short film over the starting 
grid at the Yard of Bricks. 
(Yes, you may kiss the 
bricks.) This film takes you 
through the goose flesh one 
gets on actual Race Day as it 
takes you from early morning 
pit activity, to the activities 
building up to the start of the 
race including the Nation-
al Anthem, the flyover, and 
Penske giving the command 
– “Start your engines” – to the 
dropping of the green flag.

It’s quite an experience 
– but you have yet to see the 
museum!

There are three levels 
showing the race cars of 
winners through the years, 
including a section for the 

IMS should be proud of stunning museum
Photos by Bill Doss

Brickyard. The Borg War-
ner Trophy is there in all its 
glory. The face of Tony Hul-
man is the only one in gold, 
as he is the savior of IMS. 
When he bought it in 1945, 
it was in terrible shape and 

he made it what it is today.
There is a Roger Pen-

ske Hall with all the Penske 
racing memorabilia in it and 
there's even a room with 
several racing simulators 
and reflex testing stations 

for guests to try their luck at 
driving at Indianapolis Mo-
tor Speedway.

Yes, it is a beautiful Mu-
seum and awesome tribute 
to the “Greatest Spectacle 
In Racing.”

Thanks for reading 
The Reporter!
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