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The hamilToN couNTy

Your sleep 
prescription

One thing that sur-
prised me about mid-
dle age is losing the 
ability to sleep well. 
From conversations 
I’ve had with many of 
my friends, I know I’m 
not alone.

We don’t prioritize 
sleep in our society. 
How many times have 
you said, or heard, “I’ll 
sleep when 
I’m dead.” 
In fact, a lot 
of us wear 
getting too 
little sleep 
like a badge 
of honor. 
As a High-
ly Sensi-
tive Person, 
h o w e v e r , 
that doesn’t 
work for me. 
And really, it 
shouldn’t be 
the case for 
anyone.

When I 
approached 
menopause in 2020, sleep became elusive. 
As if that year weren’t tough enough, I start-
ed to barely function due to lack of it. I tried 
multiple supplements, and even attempt-
ed to sleep in a hammock the following 
summer hoping it would help. (It didn’t.) 
Thankfully things improved, although no-
where near back to my good old days.

Lately I’ve been grateful to get mostly 
decent sleep. But when I saw The Sleep 
Prescription: Seven Days to Unlocking 
Your Best Rest by Aric A. Prather, PhD, at a 
bookstore in Florida recently, I snagged it! 
And it has changed my life already.

Photo provided by Amy Shankland
Our columnist has 
already worn out this 
excellent book and 
hopes you’ll read it soon.

AMY SHANKLAND
Perfectly Imperfect

COLUMNIST

Westfield to Rock the 4th with city’s 
biggest Independence Day celebration
The REPORTER

Get ready to Rock, West-
field!

Westfield’s sig-
nature Indepen-
dence Day cele-
bration, Westfield 
Rocks the 4th, pre-
sented by Citizens 
Energy Group, re-
turns to Grand Park 
Sports Campus from 
4 to 10:30 p.m. Fri-
day, July 4. The pa-
triotic bash will feature live 
music, inflatables, competitive 
eating contests, and a spectac-
ular drone and fireworks show 
beginning at 10 p.m.  

“Westfield Rocks the 4th is 
one of our city’s most popular 
and highly anticipated events 
for a reason,” Mayor Scott 
Willis said. “It’s an incredible 
opportunity to celebrate our 

nation while gathering as a 
community for great food, fun, 

and great company.” 
Main Stage en-

tertainment includes 
two sets by Jai Baker 
(5 to 7 p.m. and 8 to 
10 p.m.), the Nation-
al Anthem, an Honor 
Guard Presentation 
of Colors, and the 
fan-favorite hot dog 
eating contest. At the 
Kids Stage, families 

can enjoy performances by 
Mik the Music Man, a magic 
show, and a kids’ watermelon 
eating contest. 

Kids Zone wristbands, 
which grant access to face 
painting, balloon twisting, 
bounce houses, obstacle cours-
es, inflatable slides and more, 
are available online for $10 
per child (ages 4 and up). Chil-

dren aged 3 and younger are 
free but also require a ticket. 
Kids Zone wristbands will be 
available for advanced pur-
chase online starting June 19.

Preferred parking is avail-
able in Lot G for $15 per vehi-
cle (limited availability). This 
guarantees a close parking 
space to all the action. Free 
parking is available in Grand 

Park’s other parking lots on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 
Preferred parking sign-ups 
will be available online start-
ing June 19.

To purchase a preferred 
parking pass, Kids Zone wrist-
band, or to register for the 
hot dog or watermelon eating 
contests, visit westfieldin.gov/
rocksthe4th. 

Graphic provided by City of WestfieldWillis

Fishers Health 
Department 

opens community 
wellbeing survey

See Sleep! . . . Page 2

The REPORTER
The Fishers 

Health Depart-
ment (FHD) in-
vites residents 
to participate in 
the 2025 Com-
munity Health 
& Wellbeing Sur-
vey, an essential tool 
for understanding the 
health needs, priorities, 
and challenges of those 
who live in the city.

Open now to all 
Fishers residents ages 
18 and older, the sur-
vey is completely 
anonymous and takes 
approximately 15 to 20 
minutes to complete. The survey is avail-
able in both English and Spanish.

By participating, residents will help guide 
decisions that impact local public health ser-
vices and policies, including mental health 
support, access to healthcare, nutrition and 
fitness programs, emergency preparedness, 
chronic disease prevention, and more.

“Public health starts with listening,” 
Fishers Public Health Director Monica Heltz 
said. “This survey gives us a chance to hear 
directly from the people we serve – what’s 
working, where the gaps are, and how we 
can do better. We want every voice at the 
table so we can align our programs and re-
sources with real community priorities.” 

From access to healthcare and mental 
health services to safe neighborhoods, nu-
tritious food, and reliable transportation, 
public health touches nearly every aspect of 
daily life. The survey will help FHD: 

• Identify urgent community health 
needs and barriers to care 

• Improve and expand local services, 
including mental health, emergency pre-
paredness, and health education 

• Track the impact of local initiatives  
“By participating in this survey, you’re 

helping build a healthier Fishers – not just 
for yourself, but for your family, neighbors, 
and future generations,” Heltz said. 

Take the survey and learn more about 
FHD at health.FishersIN.gov/Communi-
tyHealth.

Heltz

Connor James named Hamilton 
Heights’ Teacher of the Year

Submitted by Hamilton 
Heights School Corporation

Hamilton Heights School 
Corporation recently announce 
that Connor James has been se-
lected as its Teacher of the Year.

James is the CTE Business 
and Preparing For College and 
Careers Teacher at Hamilton 
Heights Middle School. He is 
also the Reaching New Heights 
Contact. He was among three 
outstanding professionals from 
the district nominated as the top 
pick for their building this year. 
He will represent Hamilton 
Heights at the state Teacher of 
the Year competition in India-
napolis in the fall.

In addition to James, this 
year’s building level nomi-
nees included Erin Spaulding 
(Heights Elementary School, 
Kindergarten Teacher) and 
Landi Lockwood (Heights High 

Photo by Jen Kauffman
Connor James, CTE Business and Preparing for College and Careers Teacher and 
Reaching New Heights Contact at HHMS, was selected as the corporation’s Teacher 
of the Year. He will represent Heights at the State Teacher of the Year competition 
in Indianapolis this fall. (From left) Cameron James (brother), Lorri James (mother), 
Michael James (son), Megan James (wife), and Connor James.

Photos provided by Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank
(TOP LEFT) Volunteers encourage donations at the Spring Mill Kroger. (TOP RIGHT) 
Volunteers get ready to load the truck at the Hazel Dell Kroger. (ABOVE LEFT) 
Westfield police officers at the Spring Mill Kroger. (ABOVE RIGHT) Hamilton County 
Sheriff’s Deputies were at the ready at the Hazel Dell Kroger.

The cruisers are packed, but the fight 
against food insecurity still continues

See James . . . Page 2

By SUZANNA HOBSON
Executive Director, Hamilton 
County Harvest Food Bank

Our community came to-
gether once again! Saturday, 
May 31 was the ninth year of 
Pack the Cruiser. This annual 
event supports Hamilton Coun-
ty Summer lunch programs.

Thank you to the nine 
Kroger stores across Hamil-
ton County, including their 
management teams and store 
personnel, for helping make 
this year's event successful. 
The donations for the summer 
lunch programs across multiple 
school districts totaled more 
than 15,500 pounds of food and 
$6,971 was donated.

This event would not have 
been possible without the co-
ordination and support of the 
following law enforcement 
organizations: Carmel Police 
Department, Fishers Police 
Department, Hamilton County 
Sheriff Department, Noblesville 
Police Department, and West-
field Police Department.

Thank you to the officers 
who joined the many volunteers 
who helped with this once-a-
year food drive.

Donate today and find out 
how to volunteer at HCHfood-
bank.org.

“Double Match Day” this Saturday at Meijer
Meijer Simply Give Double Match Day is this Saturday, June 14. Just head to either of the two Noblesville Meijer 
and you can help feed hungry neighbors in Hamilton County.  At the checkout, you can add a $10 donation to your 
total bill. This donation will be matched and Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank (HCHFB) will receive $30 back 
in Meijer Food Cards. This is the best way to make the biggest impact for those in need. HCHFB uses these cards 
to purchase food for partner pantries within Hamilton County. Help HCHFB reach its goal of $60,000 this Saturday.

http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://wishtv.com
http://paulpoteet.com
https://readthereporter.com
http://westfieldin.gov/rocksthe4th
http://westfieldin.gov/rocksthe4th
https://health.fishersin.gov/CommunityHealth/
https://health.fishersin.gov/CommunityHealth/
https://health.fishersin.gov/CommunityHealth/
https://health.fishersin.gov/CommunityHealth/
https://health.fishersin.gov/CommunityHealth/
https://health.fishersin.gov/CommunityHealth/
https://hchfoodbank.org/
https://hchfoodbank.org/


School, Science Teacher). 
Honorees for the Building 
Level Support Staff of the 
Year were Natalie Watson 
Barnett (HHES, Instruction-
al Assistant), Joelle Bolen 
(HHMS, Instructional As-
sistant – HBM Mosaics), 
and Lori Rickey (HHHS, 

Instruction). Tyler Stewart 
(HHSC Facilities Manager) 
was recognized as the first 
District Level Support Staff 
Member of the Year.

James, who begins his 
fifth year at HHMS in Au-
gust, is deeply committed 
to building a strong curric-

ulum that fosters essential 
communication skills, en-
courages problem-solving, 
and broadens students’ per-
spectives. His work goes 
beyond the classroom – he 
actively connects students 
with real-world experienc-
es that help them develop 

career readiness. His efforts 
extend to broader initiatives 
where students explore col-
lege programs and career 
pathways. His passion and 
dedication to student de-
velopment underscores the 
profound impact that strong 
mentorship and innovative 
education can have on shap-
ing tomorrow’s leaders.

Through James’ leader-
ship, HHMS has been able 
to offer enriching opportu-
nities that ensure students 
are prepared to confidently 
navigate academic chal-
lenges, make informed de-
cisions about their future, 
and engage in meaningful 
career exploration. By fos-
tering a learning environ-
ment that emphasizes re-
al-world applications and 
personal growth, he ensures 
that students transition into 
high school equipped with 
the tools to succeed – not 
just in the classroom, but in 
life. His work exemplifies 
the power of education in 
shaping confident, capable 
individuals ready to take on 
the world.

“I felt humbled and 
honored,” James said upon 
being selected with this 
honor. “Authentically, I felt 
the weight and gravity of 

the moment. I’m sitting in 
a room full of former and 
current educators and sup-
port staff who relentlessly 
serve students. I was think-
ing to myself these are truly 
brilliant people. To have my 
name called was just such 
an honor.”

Jams continued, “This 
weight was instantly lift-
ed when I saw my almost 
three-year-old sprinting to-
ward me with my HHSC 
TOR plague. I was so 
proud of him for not drop-
ping it and his joy was con-
tagious. I was also grateful 
to my wife, Megan, my 
mother, Lorri James, and 
my brother, Cameron, for 
being there to help share 
this news with me. Each of 
them (and others who were 
unable to be there) have 
all played a crucial role in 
helping me pour my heart 
and soul into students.

“I also thought about 
how grateful I am for our 
HHSC students. None of 
this would be possible with-
out amazing students. I’m 
so grateful for the wonder-
ful former and current stu-
dents I have had the honor 
of teaching. They inspire 
me to keep pushing. It was 
a remarkable moment that 

will stay imprinted on my 
heart for a very long time.”

HHMS Principal Dr. 
Bret Bailey said that James 
understands the impor-
tance of his career and does 
whatever is necessary to 
positively influence stu-
dents’ lives.

“Mr. James is an out-
standing teacher who tran-
sitioned into teaching from 
the private sector for the 
purpose of making a differ-
ence for students,” Bailey 
said. “He works collabo-
ratively with a number of 
community business part-
ners to create transforma-
tive and immersive learning 
experiences for all students 
at HHMS. While he impacts 
the school, community, and 
his classroom through hard 
work, creativity, and vision, 
he also finds innovative 
ways to reach and support 
individual students who 
can be disengaged and dif-
ficult to motivate at times. 
He cares deeply about each 
student and does not give 
up. He does what it takes 
to inspire and encourage 
them to be their best. We are 
honored to recognize and 
celebrate Mr. James as our 
HHMS and HHSC Teacher 
of the Year.”
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HIGHLY UN-BANK-LIKE.

Your small business 

means the world to you.

That makes two of us.

Member FDIC

With the right bank on your side, the 
“small” in small business is temporary.

As the title suggests, 
within a week, I was doing 
much better with my sleep. 
I was astonished. With bet-
ter sleep came better days, 
filled with less stress, more 
productivity, and calm. 
When I finished the book, 
I started over! I didn’t want 
to forget all the things I’d 
learned, and I also wanted 
to complete the sleep diary 
Dr. Prather recommends. 
It’s been enlightening.

The book helps you 
overhaul what you do during 
the day to get better sleep at 
night. It also tells you what 
NOT to do at nighttime, 
which includes getting out 
of bed to do a relaxing activ-
ity if you’ve been awake for 
20 minutes or longer. I used 
to struggle greatly with that 
recommendation.

But even better than the 
behaviors is the new atti-
tude Dr. Prather gives us 
regarding sleep. He stresses 
that even with following ev-
ery single step in the book, 
we’ll still have the occasion-
al “eh” or bad night – and 
that’s okay. In fact, I had a 
“meh” night recently, but 
with my new knowledge, I 
was okay the next day. (And 
had a great night after that!)

Finally, the author 
makes a strong case for 
changes in our society re-
garding our attitude towards 
sleep. It shouldn’t be some-
thing we make last in our 
life, but rather should be 
as important as good food, 
water, exercise, and other 
healthy habits. And sleep 
affects all those things – we 
make healthier decisions 

when we’ve had the sleep 
we need.

If you’re struggling with 
your sleep, this book is an 
easy, quick read that can 
help almost immediately. 
Of course, talking to your 
doctor along with reading 
this book is ideal.

The Sleep Prescription 
is available at many libraries 
and online. I’m sure our local 
bookstores would be happy 
to order it if they don’t have 
it in stock. I hope you’ll give 
it a try and start enjoying 
wonderful nights soon!

Amy Shankland is a 
writer and fundraising pro-
fessional living in Nobles-
ville with her husband John, 
two sons, two dogs, and a 
cat. You can reach her via 
email at amys@greenave-
nue.info.

Sleep!
from Page 1

James
from Page 1

Photos by Jen Kauffman
(LEFT) Erin Spaulding was named the 2025 Teacher of the Year for Hamilton Heights Elementary School. (CENTER) Landi Lockwood was named the 2025 
Teacher of the Year for Hamilton Heights High School. (RIGHT) Hamilton Heights Building Support Staff of the Year and District Level Support Staff for 
2025 (from left) Lori Rickey (Hamilton Heights High School), Joelle Bolen (Hamilton Heights Middle School), Natalie Watson-Barnett (Hamilton Heights 
Elementary School), and Tyler Stewart (Hamilton Heights School Corporation).

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/16ZHaPmpvr/
https://cfbindiana.com/
mailto:amys%40greenavenue.info?subject=
mailto:amys%40greenavenue.info?subject=
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in concert          with nature!

Scan the QR code
to purchase tickets or by going
to myhamiltoncountyparks.com.

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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317-815-9387   •  WWW.CARMELPLAYERS.ORG

Directed by Amber K. Roth

TICKETS:  $18 (Fri, Sat, Sun) 
Thursdays $13

VENUE:  The Cat in Carmel,  
254 Veterans Way Carmel 46032

Tickets for ages 14 and under are $10.  
Tickets are $5 on Thursday 

Thursdays, Fridays,  
Saturdays - 7:30 pm 

Sundays - 2:30 pm 

JUNE 13-22, 2025 
by Finegan Kruckemeyer                   CCP Rising Star Production

“Life is not for going back.”

Railbike Season Is Now Open!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds and experience of a ride in 
our 1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 12.5 miles of the former 
Nickel Plate Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board in Noblesville at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY OF RAIL TRAVEL!

Ni
ck

el
Pl

at
ee

xP
re

ss
.co

m

All AboArd! NickelPlAteexPress.com

Railbike Season 
Forest Park Rail Adventure

Experience the beauty of nature on the historic Nickel Plate rails. The 
Forest Park Rail Adventure is a 7-mile railbike ride through scenic 

Northern Hamilton County.

White River Family Cruise
Join us for the White River Family Cruise, a delightful, short rail bike 

adventure departing Hobbs Station. This family-friendly journey takes 
you on a charming ride over the tranquil White River and into the heart 
of Downtown Noblesville. Bike time on this ride is very short at 15-20 

minutes plus a 1-hour layover in Downtown Noblesville.
Twilight Rail Ride

Take an evening rail bike ride and enjoy the sights and sounds of 
twilight. Bikes will depart from Hobbs Station in Noblesville for a 

7-mile round trip ride.

Hamilton County Historical 
Society gets $3,700 grant to 
create Levinson Story Walk
The REPORTER

Through its Heritage 
Support Grants program, 
the Indiana Historical So-
ciety (IHS) awarded more 
than $49,000 to 16 history 
organizations representing 
14 Indiana counties.

Locally, the Hamilton 
County Historical Society 
received $3,700 to create 
the Levinson Story Walk, 
a self-guided walking tour 
with signage and QR codes 
that highlight Noblesville 
landmarks connected with 

the influential Levinson 
family.

The program provides 
funding for high-priority 
projects in the areas of col-
lections stewardship, capac-
ity building, sustainability, 
and planning at local, coun-
ty, and regional historical 
societies, museums, and 
sites across Indiana.  

Heritage Support 
Grants are provided by the 
Indiana Historical Society 
and made possible by Lil-
ly Endowment Inc. Guide-

lines and applications are 
available at IndianaHisto-
ry.org/grants or by calling 
(317) 232-1882.

About the Indiana 
Historical Society

The Indiana Historical 
Society collects and pre-
serves Indiana’s unique 
stories, brings Hoosiers 
together in remembering 
and sharing the past, and 
inspires a future grounded 
in the state’s uniting val-
ues and principles. IHS is a 
Smithsonian Affiliate.

Submitted
Noblesville Creates 

(NC) will soon launch its 
Strategic Plan, shaping the 
organization’s future now 
through 2029. The nonprofit 
is embarking on a transfor-
mative journey to expand its 
impact within the creative 
economy, building upon its 
artist-focused foundation to 
become a citywide leader 
in economic development, 
cultural advocacy, and civic 
collaboration.

Regarding the strategic 
plan, NC Executive Direc-
tor Aili McGill said, “We 
are so excited, after two and 
a half years, to have finally 
landed on a robust, compet-
itive, and focused vision for 
the future. Working togeth-
er through a pandemic and 
changes in the world, this 
strategic plan showcases 

the collaboration and vision 
of so many stakeholders 
throughout the community.”

NC’s strategic plan is 
multifaceted in its approach, 
focusing on three main pri-
orities: leadership, econom-
ic development, and com-
munity. It also introduces a 
bold redefinition of how art 
is valued and integrated into 
community life:

Shifting the 
Perception of Art
This plan redefines art 

from “hobbyist” to “profes-
sional,” emphasizing that 
the arts are not just “extra,” 
but a vital contributor to the 
community. NC is helping 
others see creative work as 
essential to a community’s 
identity, growth, and local 
vitality.

The Arts as a Tool 
for Community & 
Economic Growth
This isn't just about 

creativity, it's about what 
creativity fuels: communi-
ty pride, local business and 
economic development, 
corporate attraction, and 
sustainable growth. The cre-
ative economy is not a lux-
ury; it’s an essential strategy 
for economic growth.
Creating a Community of 
Creators & Supporters

From artists to business 
leaders, NC is building a 
network that sees creative 
professionals as experts 
who fuel and lead the cre-
ative economy. The goal: a 
collaborative, thriving eco-
system of support.

Driving Results with 
Data & Identity

With a focus on da-
ta-driven decision-making, 
the plan connects creativity 
to tangible outcomes like in-
creased belonging, measur-
able economic impact, and 
a stronger community iden-
tity that people are proud 
of. In addition to wanting 
people to be proud of these 
communities, NC wants 
people to be eager to be a 
part of these communities, 
whether as visitors or new 
residents.

Preparing Leaders & 
Experience Seekers to 

Champion the Arts
Through education and 

storytelling, NC is ensuring 
that leaders and residents 
understand and confidently 
invest in the creative econ-
omy. The result: more ad-

vocates, more investment, 
and more visibility for com-
munities. This plan creates 
more moments of fun, won-
der, and beauty for commu-
nities. That’s something that 
can’t be overlooked.

* * *
These priorities will be 

brought to life through the 
following three focus areas:

Leadership
Cultivate a creative 

economy through the col-
laboration of local pub-
lic-private partnerships, 
municipal governments, 
arts and cultural organiza-
tions, economic develop-
ment agencies, community 
groups, philanthropy, and 
the private sector.

Economic 
Development

Deliver data-driven re-
sults for the arts that ele-
vates an understanding of 
how art creates a sense of 
belonging and can be used 
as an economic develop-
ment tool.

Community
Cultivate a communi-

ty of artists and supporters 
beyond the traditional con-
fines of a studio or gallery 
that forge connections be-
tween the artist and the civic 
or corporate community.

This Strategic Plan es-
tablishes Noblesville Cre-
ates as a driving force for 
creative innovation, shaping 
policies, partnerships, and 
engagement efforts that ex-
tend beyond the arts sector 
to touch every part of the 
community.

Noblesville Creates in-
vites the public to attend its 
Annual Meeting from 5 to 6 
p.m. Monday, July 14 at the 
Hamilton County Artists’ 
Association Art Gallery, 
195 S. 5th St., Noblesville. 
Guests will have the oppor-
tunity to meet board mem-
bers and staff, learn about 
the newly developed 2025-
2029 Strategic Plan, and 
review highlights from the 
past fiscal year. The team 
will also share what’s ahead 
for the upcoming year. This 
meeting is free to attend.

Click here to learn more 
about the Noblesville Cre-
ates Annual meeting.

To read the 2025-2029 
Strategic Plan, click here. 
You can also read a one-
page summary of the plan at 
this link.

Noblesville Creates’ 2025-2029 
Strategic Plan seeks to expand its 
impact in local creative economy

http://westfieldin.gov/touchatruck
https://carmelplayers.org/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
http://www.indianahistory.org/grants
http://www.indianahistory.org/grants
https://noblesvillecreates.org/event/noblesville-creates-annual-meeting-2/
https://tinyurl.com/3j55j5cm
https://tinyurl.com/y3me2ssz
https://readthereporter.com/events
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Atlanta Rummage Sale
The Town of Atlanta will hold its Rummage Sale 

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, June 14.
Have a look around and see what treasures you 

may find.

Community News

574-339-2448

www.Spiess-Law.com

Letter to the Editor

Shaffer suggests
spending cuts to prevent
Carmel budget shortfall

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter 

will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
Carmel government officials project a $10 million 

revenue shortfall in 2026 and $20 million in 2027. The 
culprit, they say, is the new property tax law passed by 
the state.

They have a simple, direct and common-sense solu-
tion no one believes they will adopt.

They could cut spending.
They, themselves, reported spending last year of 

$557 million. That means $10 million in cuts would be 
just a 1.8 percent reduction. And $20 million would, by 
extension, be a 3.6 percent hack.

Not only would thrift solve the revenue shortfall 
problems, but it would also reduce the need for further 
borrowing.

Will common sense prevail?
Bill Shaffer
Carmel

Westfield’s own Ron Mangus
celebrates 30 years of dedicated 
service to Indiana Bond Bank

The REPORTER
The Indiana Bond Bank 

(IBB) is celebrating a signif-
icant milestone as Director 
of Operations Ron Mangus 
marks 30 years of dedicated 
service to the organization.

Since joining IBB in 
1995, Mangus has played 
a pivotal role in advancing 
the organization’s mission 
to provide cost-effective fi-
nancing solutions to local 
units of government across 
Indiana. Over the last three 
decades, the Indiana Bond 
Bank has delivered more 
than $21 billion in loans to 
Hoosier communities – and 
his steady leadership has 
been central to that success.

In his role as Director of 
Operations, Mangus over-
sees the daily operations 
and business functions of 
the Bond Bank. He brings 
unmatched bond experience 
and technical expertise to 
the agency. His responsibil-
ities include managing IBB 
programs, working directly 

with clients, procuring and 
managing contractual re-
lationships, and providing 
guidance and training to 
IBB staff – all in support of 
the Bond Bank’s strategic 
mission.

To top it off, Indiana 
Treasurer Daniel Elliott hon-
ored Mangus on Wednes-
day with the Sentinel of the 
Vault. The Sentinel of the 
Vault is an award given by 
the State Treasurer to those 
who demonstrate an ex-
traordinary commitment to 
investing in Hoosiers' lives 
and serve as trusted stewards 
in their respective fields.

“Ron’s leadership and 
dedication have been instru-
mental in shaping the Indi-
ana Bond Bank into what 
it is today,” said Elliott, 
who serves as Chair of the 
IBB Board. “His decades of 
service reflect not only pro-
fessional excellence, but a 
heart for public service and 
a deep commitment to Indi-
ana’s local communities.”

Former Indiana State 
Treasurer Tim Berry also 
praised Mangus’ contribu-
tions.

“Ron's dedication and 
commitment to serving Indi-
ana has played a major role 
in the continued growth and 
stability of the Indiana Bond 
Bank and its mission of 
helping communities access 
low-interest financing oppor-
tunities in a simple and effi-
cient manner,” Berry said.

Throughout his tenure, 
Mangus has been a trusted 
resource for Indiana’s cities, 
towns, schools, libraries, 
and other local entities. His 
work has helped bring crit-
ical infrastructure, equip-
ment, and capital improve-
ment projects to life while 
maintaining a commitment 
to fiscal responsibility.

Outside of the office, 
Mangus is a devoted fam-
ily man. He and his wife 
Heidi are residents of West-
field and longtime residents 
of Hamilton County. They 

enjoy spending time with 
their children Josh (Sarah), 
Hannah (Kevin), and Ra-
chel, and their grandchil-
dren Jack, Alaina, Ben, and 
Abby. A proud Boilermaker, 
he is a lifelong fan of Pur-
due University, and you’ll 
often find him and his fam-
ily cheering on the Boiler-
makers at Mackey Arena or 
Ross-Ade Stadium. 

The Indiana Bond Bank 
extends its deepest gratitude 
to Ron Mangus for his ex-
ceptional service, unwaver-
ing dedication, and leader-
ship over the past 30 years.

About the 
Indiana Bond Bank
The Indiana Bond Bank 

was created by the Indiana 
General Assembly in 1984 
to assist local government 
entities in obtaining low-cost 
financing. The Bond Bank 
serves hundreds of quali-
fied entities across the state, 
helping them meet the needs 
of Hoosiers through respon-
sible financial solutions.

Photos provided Office of Treasurer Daniel Elliott
(LEFT) Treasurer Daniel Elliott and Indiana Bond Bank Director of Operations Ron Mangus. 
(RIGHT, from left) Indiana Bond Bank staff members Josie Conrad (Office Manager and Executive 
Assistant), Jacob Blasdel (IBB Executive Director), Aaron Barnett (Compliance Officer), Ron Mangus 
(Director of Operations), and Marisa Weimer (Marketing and Business Development Director).

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
https://www.spiess-law.com/
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Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

Hamilton County Veterans Community Page
What a Great Time to Live In Hamilton County  

Hamilton County, Indiana, already one of the best counties to live in the USA and we are just beginning to bring the resources to our community. You have already 
read the Reporter from May 21st talking about the new Rely Urgent Care Center coming to the ASPIRE Campus, which is where they also have the Aspire Mobile 
Crisis Team. To access the mobile crisis team, please contact Aspire's Crisis line at (317) 574-1252 or call 988. Between these local crises care units, Hamilton County 
is better served to meet people where they are – when in crisis – and giving them the compassionate care and connections they need to recover. With this and what we 
are bringing below, we are becoming more poised to lead the nation in not only caring for our Military Veteran Community but for all residents in Hamilton County as 
we build Stronger Veterans and Stronger Communities. 

Stronger Veterans Stronger Communities Coalition 
In 2020, the Hamilton County Health Department and our local leaders saw a spike in our Veteran suicide numbers so we started 
bringing together city, county and state departments, as well as people and organizations who wanted to step up and make a 
difference. We created the Stronger Veterans Stronger Communities Coalition (SVSC) for the prevention of suicide in our Military, 
Veterans, their families and caregivers. This new non-profit was created under A Healthier Hamilton County: Systems of Care with 
Kristen Ludeker-Seibert as our leader.  
 
With our development of foundational leadership, who have ties all across the state, we created partnerships and affiliations with 
many Veteran-serving and community-serving entities which has built a robust, ever-growing Coalition working to connect our 
Hamilton County Military Veteran community (MVC) and ALL residents to the resources they need in their time of that need. We 
know that to reach those of our MVC who are not connected – they don’t go to their American Legions or VFWs, they don’t wear 
Veteran related hats and they don’t know of the benefits, services they have earned – we need to reach into our whole community to 
inform all residents of what resources, services are here and how to connect with them so we all can get answers to our questions, 
needs and concerns. The hope is that as we all gain a better understanding of how to find the resources needed, we will also be 
more open with our neighbors, cousins, aunts and uncles so we may assist them in their time of need, thus creating stronger 
communities because we are creating stronger Veterans….. 
 

Please check their website to learn more about the great things they are doing here in Hamilton County and see how you too may join this awesome coalition. Website 
is https://hamiltoncountyinsvsc.org/ and contact is at info@hamiltoncountyinsvsc.org.  
 

Start navigating your resource connections here https://www.navigatehc.org. This FREE NavigateHC website will 
connect all Hamilton County residents to the resources and services closest to your home zip code. As we fill in more 
resources, it will better direct our Military Veteran community to the appropriate departments within the VA system to 
assist in healthcare, mental health issues, suicide prevention, transitioning to civilian life, home assistance, caregiver 
support,,,, you name it, we hope to bring it. 

 
Stronger Veterans Stronger Communities engages our Military Veteran community by keeping them connected, educated about local resources, and fostering bonds to 
a greater community where we all can live a more fulfilled life here at home, Hamilton County! 
 
Hamilton County Veteran Service 

Organizations 
American Legion Posts 
Carmel Post 155  Kim Kilburn 
852 West Main St  Breakfast Sat & Sun 8-12 
Carmel, In 46032     Treasure Hunt Fri 7p 
317-846-0001      Tx Holdem Thurs & Sat 
M,Tu 3-10pm, W,Th 10a-10p, F 10a-11a, Sa 8a-11p, 
Su 8a-8p.  
Restaurant –Sa 8a-8p, Su 8a-12p Lunch W-F 11a-
2p, Dinner W-F 5-8p 

Cicero Post 341  Tye Anderson 
50 Washington Ave  Treasure Hunt Tues 7p 
Cicero, In 46034  Weekly Draw Su 6p,W 7p 
317-984-4441 Bingo Fri 6p, Weekly Draw 8p 
M-Th 3-10p, F-Sa 12-11p, Su 12-10p.  
Restaurant Tu, W, F 4-8pm, Public P/U Tu-W, F eat 
in or carry out 

Fishers Post 470  Pat Menc 
9091 E 126th St Treasure Hunt Fri 8pm $25K 
Fishers, in 46038 Trivia Wed 6pm 
317-842-5944   Breakfast 1st & 3rd Sun 8-11 
M 3-10p, Tu-Su12-10pm or when empty.        
Restaurant Breakfast 1st&3rd Sun 9-12, Food 12-8 
Tu, 5-9 W, 12-9 Th, F 3-8 Sa, 12-5 Su 

Noblesville Post 45  Gil Soria 
273 S 8th St     Fri 645pm Treasure Hunt 
Noblesville, in 46060    
317-773-9985  Trivia every 1 & 3 Sat 7pm 
M-Th 11a-10p, F11a-12p, Sa 12p-12a, Su 12p-8p 
Restaurant M 6-8pm wings, Tu-F 530-830p,  
Sat 9/14, 9/21, 9/28, 10/12 Breakfast 730-930a 
Dinner 530-830p, Su 12-8p 

Sheridan Post 67  Tom DeShon 
406 E 10th St       
Sheridan, In 46069 
317-758-5007 
M 3-9p, Tu-Th 11-9p, F Sa 11-10p, Su 1-6p 
Restaurant Lunch Tu-F 11a-2p, food service till close 

VFW Posts 
Carmel Post 10003  Darin Bibeau 
12863 Old Meridian St 
Carmel, In 46032   Breakfast 2 & 4 Sat 8-11 
317-846-0917    Thurs Treasure Hunt 7pm 
Su-Sa 11a-11p.  
Restaurant - Breakfast 2nd & 4th Sa 8a-11a, Lunch 
11a-2p & food service till 8p daily 

Noblesville Post 6246  Eric Behrends 
654 S 9th St 
Noblesville, In 46060 
317-773-9956 
M-Th 11a-10p, F 11a-12a, Sa 12p-12a, Su 12p-8p  
Restaurant M-F 6-9p 

Non-Profit Veteran Orgs 
Hamilton County Veterans Corp 
P.O. Box 503 
Noblesville, in 46061 
secretary@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 7pm the 1st Monday Monthly at the Fishers 
American Legion. Our website 
https://www.hamiltoncountyveterans.com/  
has 40 pages of resources for our Military Veteran 
community 

Navy Club Hamilton County Ship 29 
Meets 4th Wed 530pm dinner 630pm meeting at 
Gingers Cafe 1111 S 10th St Noblesville  

 

Hamilton County Military Veteran  
Off Base Transition Training For Military, Veterans and 

Family Members, Enroll Now 

 
 

Get Your Team Signed Up OR Sponsor the Sheridan 
American Legion Auxiliary Golf Outing July 19 

 
 
Hamilton County Veteran Service Officers 
317-776-9610  Hours – 9am-4pm Weekdays 
CVSO – Tom Logan  
Tom.logan@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  
Assistant CVSO – Robin Wilson 
robin.wilson@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Assistant CVSO – Caroline Franz 
caroline.franz@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Admin Assistant – Christina Ellis 
christina.ellis@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 

Activities & Events 
Visit Hamilton County’s Military Museum 

 
 

Get Signed Up To Golf OR Sponsor the MASH Golf 
Outing for Sept 23 at Woodwind Golf Club 

 
 

Weekend Breakfast at the Carmel American 
Legion 8am-12pm 

 
 

http://paulpoteet.com
http://www.navigatehc.org
https://hamiltoncountyinsvcs.org
mailto:info%40hamiltoncountyinsvsc.org?subject=
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Hamilton County Parks & Recreation to cut 
the ribbon on Bell Ford Bridge at Geist Park
The REPORTER

Hamilton County Parks 
and Recreation (HCPR) 
will soon hold a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony for the newly 
restored Bell Ford Bridge at 
Geist Park, 10979 Florida 
Road, at 10 a.m. Thursday, 
June 19.

The public is invited 
to attend and celebrate the 
preservation of this one-
of-a-kind historic structure 
and its integration into the 
region’s expanding trail sys-
tem. 

Originally built in 1869 
to span the East Fork of 
the White River in Jack-
son County, the Bell Ford 
Bridge is the only known 
Combination Post Truss 
Bridge remaining in the 
world. After severe storm 
damage caused its collapse 
in 2006, the bridge was 
carefully disassembled and 
stored. In 2018, Hamil-
ton County Commission-
er Mark Heirbrandt and 
HCPR collaborated with 
the Jackson County Com-
missioners to acquire the 
bridge in exchange for a 
$25,000 donation to the 
Jackson County Round 
Barn Restoration Fund. 
Hamilton County then 
stored the bridge compo-
nents in a secure area of 
the county jail until plans 
for reconstruction could 
be finalized. Now, after a 
remarkable multi-agency 
restoration and relocation 

effort, the bridge 
has been recon-
structed as a pe-
destrian bridge 
across Fall Creek 
at Geist Park.

“Having been 
involved from the 
initial concept to 
the completion of 
this project, I am 
extremely proud 
of this accomplishment,” 
Heirbrandt said. “This 
monumental undertaking 
required extensive collabo-
ration and communication 
across multiple commit-
tees. The restored Bell Ford 
Bridge will serve as a source 
of pride and a sought-after 
destination for residents and 

visitors.”
The proj-

ect was led by 
HCPR and the County 
Highway Department and 
was made possible through 
a unique collaboration with 
Jackson County, the City 
of Fishers, INDOT, Fall 
Creek Township Trustee 
Doug Allman, and the In-

dianapolis 
Metropolitan 

Planning Orga-
nization (MPO), which 

provided $2.77 million in 
funding.

Despite the complex 
nature of the restoration – 
including the reuse of 90 
percent of the original cast 
iron components – the team 

overcame signif-
icant engineering 
and logistical 
challenges to 
bring the bridge 
back to life. 

“We’re in-
credibly proud to 
give the Bell Ford 
Bridge a new 
home at Geist 
Park,” HCPR Di-

rector Chris Stice said. “It's 
rare that a park feature can 
offer beauty, function, and 
historical significance all 
in one. “We look forward 
to welcoming the public to 
walk across this one-of-a-
kind bridge.” 

The bridge also con-
nects with the new Geist 

Greenway, a federally sup-
ported pedestrian trail that 
links neighborhoods from 
96th Street to 131st Street 
in Fishers. The joint plan-
ning effort ensures both in-
frastructure and recreation 
are enhanced for future 
generations. 

Attendees at the cer-
emony will hear brief re-
marks from representatives 
from partnering organiza-
tions, witness the official 
ribbon cutting, and have the 
opportunity to walk across 
the restored bridge. 

For more information 
about the event or HCPR 
programs, visit MyHamil-
tonCountyParks.com or 
call (317) 770-4400.

Heirbrandt Stice

Photos provided
After sustaining severe storm damage in Jackson County and being in storage for many years, the Bell Ford Bridge is now ready to open.

https://spartz.house.gov/
http://www.myhamiltoncountyparks.com/
http://www.myhamiltoncountyparks.com/
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Please RSVP to:
ray@noblesvilleattorney.com

meetmeet
greetgreet

&&

june 19th 2025

hamilton county law firm meet & Greet Series

part 1

5:00pm 

136 S. 9th St., Suite 400
Noblesville, IN 46060

PAID FOR BY ADLER ATTORNEYS AND AUTHORIZED BY COMMITTEE TO ELECT  PAUL C. SWEENEY FOR JUDGE. 

YOU ARE
INVITED TO A

HOSTED BY:

HAMILTON COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 9

PAUL C. SWEENEY

DONATIONS NOT REQUIRED TO ATTEND 
BUT WILL BE ACCEPTED

TO 
DONATE

SCAN HERE

Friday, June 13th from 11 am to 7 pm
Saturday, June 14th from 10 am to 6 pm 
Sunday, June 15th from 10 am to 5 pm

Father’s Day Weekend 2025

NOBLESVILLE
GEM,MINERAL,

JEWELRY&MORE SHOW

Evergreen Trading Post’s 1st Annual

LOCATION
HAMILTON COUNTY 4-H

FAIRGROUNDS
2003 PLEASANT ST. 

NOBLESVILLE, IN 46060
*FREE PARKING

GEMSTONES
CRYSTALS
BEADS
CABOCHONS
FLATS
FOSSILS
MINERALS FROM
NORTH AMERICA &
BEYOND 
ARTISAN JEWELRY
ONE OF A KIND
WIRE SCULPTURES
VINTAGE & NATIVE
AMERICAN
STERLING SILVER 
ROCK GRAB BAGS

FAMILY
FRIENDLY
KIDS AREA
EXHIBITS 
SILENT AUCTION
MAKE YOUR
OWN BEADED
NECKLACE FOR
$15
FREE TUMBLE
STONE FOR KIDS
FOOD & DRINK
AVAILABLE FOR
PURCHASE

ADMISSION
ADULTS - $5

KIDS UNDER 12 - FREE
UNIFORMED DISCOUNT - $3

DAD’S ON FATHER’S DAY - FREE 
CASH OR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 

The REPORTER
With construction season in full swing, thus 

making it ever more challenging to travel around 
Hamilton County, our friends at Hamilton County 
Tourism have compiled this handy guide.

Below you will find links to road projects in 
each of the four major cities in the county, as well 
as county projects like the Streamline 146th plan. 
Even a link to state projects through INDOT is in-
cluded. Thank you, Hamilton County Tourism!

Carmel road projects
Fishers road projects

Noblesville road projects
Westfield road projects

* * *
32 Connects

Reimagine Pleasant Street
Streamline 146th

Hamilton County road projects
INDOT projects across the state

Find the best route to your 
destination thanks to

Hamilton County Tourism

The REPORTER
Franklin College’s 2025 

Commencement took place 
Saturday, May 24 in Spur-
lock Center Gymnasium 
on the Franklin College 
campus. The event was also 
live-streamed on the col-
lege’s website.

The top five majors of 
the graduating class were 
business, exercise science, 
biology, psychology, and 
sports communications. The 
college conferred 195 un-
dergraduate degrees and 25 
graduate degrees.  

Details about graduates 
from Hamilton County fol-
low:

Master’s 
degree recipients
• Zachary Marshall 

Penley, Sheridan, earned a 
Master of Science degree in 
physician assistant studies.

Undergraduate 
degree recipients
• Noah Logan Benning-

ton, Noblesville, earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
sports communications.

• William Alexander 
Cummings, Westfield, 
earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in exercise science.

• Jonathan Roger Hicks, 
Westfield, earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in biology. He 
graduated cum laude.

• Makenna Ma-
rie Mundy, Noblesville, 
earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in psychology and in 
sociology (criminal justice). 
She graduated magna cum 
laude.

• Isabella Sarina 
Neiling, Cicero, earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
psychology. She graduat-
ed summa cum laude and 
earned the esteemed Schol-
arship Cup for the highest 
GPA, an honor she shared 
with two fellow graduates.

• Anthony Reeves Ri-
vera, Fishers, earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
history.

* * *
The Honorable Kip 

Tom, a former U.S. Ambas-
sador to the United States 
Mission to the United Na-
tions Agencies in Rome, 
Italy, and current Chairman 
of Tom Farms, delivered the 
commencement address, 
and was awarded an hon-
orary Doctorate of Humane 
Letters degree during the 
ceremony. His speech was 
titled “Keep Learning – The 
World Needs Your Ideas 
and Your Vision.” He ad-
vised the graduates to “take 

risks, knowing failure isn’t 
the opposite of success – it 
is part of it.”

The senior class speaker 
was Celeste A. Edwards, a 
resident of Indianapolis and 
a graduate of Warren Cen-
tral High School, who ma-
jored in chemistry. She was 
selected by her classmates 
to address the audience on 
their behalf.

Preceding commence-
ment, on Friday, May 23, 
Rev. Dr. Adrian M. Brooks 
Sr., gave the baccalaureate 
address and received an 
honorary Doctorate of Di-
vinity degree from the Col-
lege. Rev. Brooks is the pas-
tor at the Memorial Baptist 
Church in Evansville, Ind.

Taylor Cooney of 
Greensburg, Lucas Dens-
ford of Sellersburg and Is-
abella Neilling of Cicero 
were all recipients of the 
Scholarship Cup, signifying 
the best scholastic record 
during their time at Franklin 
College. They each graduat-
ed with a perfect 4.0 grade-
point average.

Many graduates earned 
academic distinction and 
were recognized for their 
hard work during the cer-
emony with the ringing of 
the Liberty Bell, once for 
cum laude (GPA of 3.50 or 
higher), twice for magna 
cum laude (GPA of 3.75 or 
higher) and three times for 
summa cum laude (GPA of 
3.90 or higher).

Seven Hamilton County students
graduate from Franklin College

The REPORTER
Indiana University Ko-

komo congratulates the 
275 students who earned 
degrees in May 2025. The 
graduates represent 36 Indi-
ana counties, five states, and 
three countries.

Hamilton County and 
other area students who 
earned degrees include:

Arcadia
• Lauren Johnson, Bach-

elor of Science in Nursing
• Kylie Allison Porter, 

Bachelor of Arts
Carmel

• Austin J. Cochran, 
Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration

• Jessica Cox, Bachelor 
of Science in History and 
Political Science, Bachelor 
of Science in Sociology

• Claire Rice, Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing 

• Kira Walton, Bachelor 
of Science in Business Ad-
ministration 

• Lauren Ann West, 
Bachelor of Science in Ed-
ucation

Cicero
• Elaina Page, Master of 

Science in Management
Fishers

• Dana Hackney, Bach-
elor of Science in Applied 
Health Science 

• Danielle Nicole Jack-

son, Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration

Kirklin
• Addyson Kay Weaver, 

Bachelor of Science in Ed-
ucation

Noblesville
• Tristan Adams, Bach-

elor of Science in Account-
ing

• Samantha Marie Bar-
entine, Bachelor of Arts

• Alex Michael Carie, 
Bachelor of Science in Bi-
ology

• Sanchari Chatterjee, 
Master of Business Admin-
istration

• Nathan Lee Driesen, 
Bachelor of Science in 
Business

• Briana Franklin, Mas-
ter of Arts

• Lennon Gunnar Har-
dy, Bachelor of Science in 
Sport and Recreation Man-
agement

• Abigail Helms, Bache-
lor of Science in Education 

• Ashley Nicole 
Houghtalen, Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing

• Riley Renee Marcum, 
Bachelor of Arts 

• Ashlyn Elizabeth 
Morefield, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Health Sciences 

• Lydia Hope Wente, 
Bachelor of Science in Hos-
pitality and Tourism

Sharpsville
• Melissa Renee Amos, 

Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration

• Emma Jean Piske, 
Bachelor of Science in 
Communication, Bachelor 
of Science in Psychology 

Sheridan
• Cody R. Ells, Bachelor 

of Science in Business
Tipton

• Tera Noelle Gotschall, 
Bachelor of Science in Bi-
ological and Physical Sci-
ences

• Ashley Michelle 
Nightenhelser, Bachelor of 
Science in Education

• Lauren Irene Shive-
ly, Bachelor of Science in 
Medical Imaging Technol-
ogy

Westfield
• Aslan Abamislimov, 

Bachelor of Science in 
Health Sciences

• Alexandra Gasparino, 
Bachelor of General Studies

• Mohnik Rajakumar, 
Bachelor of Science in In-
formatics

Windfall
• Gavin Drew Helvey, 

Bachelor of Science in 
Business

Zionsville
• Katherine Ann Wright, 

Bachelor of Science in Ed-
ucation

Indiana University Kokomo
congratulates 2025 graduates

The REPORTER
Indiana University Ko-

komo students will gain 
hands-on experience in the 
clean energy industry with 
paid internships funded by 
Duke Energy Foundation.

The campus received a 
$15,000 grant for the “Fu-
eling the Future: Training 
Tomorrow’s Renewable 
Energy Leaders” program, 
led by the Office of Sus-
tainability.

“We want to give our 
students real-life experience 
and exposure to companies 
in north central Indiana that 
allow them to continue work 
on their degrees while pre-
paring for in-demand jobs,” 
said Andy Tuholski, director 
of the Office of Sustainabili-
ty and assistant professor of 
political science.

“I’m excited,” he said. 
“We’re grateful to Duke 
Energy Foundation for 

funding these opportunities 
for our students. We look 
forward to partnering with 
regional businesses for this 
workforce development 
initiative.”

The program will create 
up to five paid internship 
placements with regional 
employers, offering them 
hands-on experience in 
fields essential to the clean 
energy transition. Selected 
students may participate in 
site assessments, shadow 
project managers, engage 
in research, and learn about 
regulatory and permitting 
processes. 

Tuholski currently 
reaching out to area busi-

ness leaders to identify 
where students could as-
sist with projects. He said 
students will be recruited 
from a variety of majors 
that intersect with envi-
ronmental policy, science, 
technology, and business. 
The Office of Sustain-
ability will coordinate 
pre-placement guidance, 
goal-setting support, and 
post-internship reflection 
opportunities.

“This is a really excit-
ing and complicated time 
in clean energy and the 
environmental movement 
at large,” Tuholski said. 
“Giving students expo-
sure to what businesses 
are doing to navigate that 
environment will be bene-
ficial to them, while their 
expertise will benefit the 
employer as well.”

Duke Energy Foundation 
provides internship funding 

for IU Kokomo students

Thanks for reading the
Hamilton County Reporter!

https://qrto.org/jOWwAt
https://www.carmellink.com/
https://www.fishers.in.us/381/Drive-Fishers
https://tinyurl.com/2m46j9ds
https://tinyurl.com/4kxzt3ma
https://www.32connects.com/
https://www.reimaginepleasantst.com/
http://streamline146.com/
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/451/Transportation-Improvement-Project-Map
https://entapps.indot.in.gov/dotmaps/nlri/
http://www2.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/propertyreports/reports.aspx?parcel=1514100001005002
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beefandboards.com | 317.872.9664

Now on 
stage!

$10 
OFF*

Tickets for kids 
ages 3-15*
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Pasto Italiano
PA

ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

Worth fighting the 
road construction!

Live Music Wednesdays & Fridays
Open 7 days a week

The REPORTER
Pence Media Group 

(PMG) has been award-
ed two prestigious 2025 
MUSE Creative Awards 
and an American Adver-
tising Award (ADDY) to 
recognize the team’s excep-
tional work in promoting 
clients and showcasing their 
stories. PMG won a Gold 
Award for Outstanding 
Small Agency of the Year, 
marking the third year in a 
row for the consultancy to 
earn broad recognition for 
its comprehensive efforts.

“We are absolutely 
thrilled and deeply honored 
to be recognized among the 
best agencies in our industry 
once again,” PMG Owner 
and Operator Nicole Pence 
Becker said. “In addition, 
earning an ADDY, which 
honors the best of the best 
in marketing and advertis-
ing, is so exciting, and we 
are incredibly proud of what 
our team has accomplished 
together. These awards are a 
true testament to the unwav-
ering dedication, exception-
al talent, and tireless efforts 
of our team.”

PMG’s MUSE Creative 
Awards showcase efforts 
with the team’s local and 
national clients, including 
the following: 

• PMG supported the 
97th National FFA Con-

vention & Expo, 
through mar-
keting, public 
relations, social 
media, influencer 
management and 
crisis communi-
cations.

• PMG part-
nered with He 
Knows Your 
Name Minis-
try to honor 
Fox Hollow 
tragedy vic-
tims, provid-
ing public re-
lations, media support, and 
content creation. 

• PMG created and acti-
vated several client brands, 
including Turkle & Asso-
ciates, LRG Restaurant 
Group, Sigma Builders, as 
well as Grow with Us, an 
arm of National FFA.

• PMG boosted Bogg®’s 
brand visibility through 
strategic development, in-
fluencer campaigns, and 
public relations, securing 
national media placements, 
including Good Morning 
America and Today. 

• PMG provided pro 
bono public relations, mar-
keting, and branding ser-
vices to 18 organizations 
including Grit & Grace 
Nation, Make-A-Wish, 
American Heart Associ-
ation, Wine, Women & 
Shoes and Women for Ri-
ley.

• PMG won four Telly 
awards, two PRSA Hoo-
sier Awards of Honor, and 

was nominated 
for an Emmy.

• PMG re-
ceived a Wom-
en’s Business En-
terprise (WBE) 
certification from 
the state of Indi-
ana and proudly 
welcomed five 
team members 

to serve our 
growing client 
roster.

PMG also 
earned a sec-
ond MUSE 

Creative Award for sup-
porting an event or con-
ference in connection with 
the 97th National FFA 
Convention & Expo. The 
convention is one of In-
dianapolis’ largest, with 
more than 72,900 attend-
ees. PMG worked closely 
with the National FFA team 
to manage the newsroom, 
interns, production studio, 
social media, influencers, 
public relations, and cri-
sis communications. PMG 
crafted and executed a 
comprehensive strategy for 
content, events, and public 
relations, driving local and 
nationwide visibility during 
the organization’s largest 
annual event.

The ADDY Awards 
from the American Ad-
vertising Federation is the 
largest and most repre-
sentative awards program 
in the advertising indus-
try. PMG was awarded a 
Bronze ADDY Award for 

the “Grow With Us” brand 
campaign for National 
FFA.

• FFA’s "Grow With Us" 
integrated brand campaign 
is a dynamic, colorful, and 
inspiring initiative designed 
to cultivate a deeper ap-
preciation and enrollment 
in agricultural education 
among students and fam-
ilies in Indiana. The cam-
paign's visuals are fresh and 
vibrant – featuring imagery 
of students in action, from 
exploring cutting-edge ag 
technology to cultivating 
sustainable farming practic-
es to their work together in 
the classroom.

• The campaign’s digital 
home is a sleek, interactive 
website that provides en-
gaging information, bright 
visuals, and clear directives 
for how students can be-
come involved. 

• A beautifully produced 
brand video serves as the 
campaign’s core, weaving 
together compelling student 
stories, teacher input, en-
gaging visuals of group dy-
namics, exciting shots of the 
National FFA Convention, 
and the voices of passionate 
young leaders shaping the 
industry’s future. This vi-
sual storytelling piece cap-
tures the essence of growth, 
innovation, and community, 
inviting students from all 
backgrounds to discover 
their path in agriculture.

To learn more about 
PMG and our services, visit 
PenceMediaGroup.com.

Pence Media Group wins two MUSE
Creative Awards & bronze ADDY Award

Pence Becker

Photos provided by Carol Rader
Service never stops for Altrusa Club of Hamilton County. (LEFT) Club members recently delivered 
wish list items to the Hamilton North Public Library in Cicero. (From left) Anna Chambley, Gloria 
DelGreco, Elaine Roberts, Club President Pam Wesley, Staci Treece, and Carol Rader. (RIGHT) The 
Club held its June meeting at Sunrise. (Seated) Joanne Kemp and (standing, from left) Sharon 
Porter, Gloria DelGreco, Pam Wesley, and Carol Rader. Not pictured: Kari Disney.

Altrusa Club serves far & 
wide in Hamilton County

Submitted by Office of 
U.S. Senator Todd Young

On Wednesday, U.S. 
Senators Todd Young 
(R-Ind.) and Chris Murphy 
(D-Conn.) reintroduced the 
Workforce Mobility Act, 
bipartisan legislation to 
limit the use of non-com-
pete clauses that negatively 
impact American workers. 
U.S. Senators Tim Kaine 
(D-Va.) and Kevin Cramer 
(R-N.D.) co-sponsored the 
legislation.

About one in five 
American workers – 30 
million people – are con-
strained by a non-com-
pete clause, which blocks 
workers from working for 
a competing employer or 
starting a competing busi-
ness. Research indicates 
that workers trapped by 
non-competes have lower 
wages, and their restricted 
mobility makes it more dif-
ficult for businesses to re-
cruit talent. In states where 

non-competes are 
enforced, young 
firms are more 
likely to die in 
their first three 
years compared 
to states where 
they are not en-
forced.

“ N o n - c o m -
pete agreements 
stifle growth, career ad-
vancement, innovation, 
and human freedom,” Sen. 
Young said. “Our bill aims 
to remove these barriers and 
create opportunities that 
help, not hinder, Hoosier 
workers. The reforms in our 
legislation will assist work-
ers and entrepreneurs so 
they can freely apply their 
talents where their skills are 
in greatest demand.” 

The Workforce Mobili-
ty Act would:

• Narrow the use of 
non-compete agreements 
to include only necessary 
instances of a dissolution 

of a partnership 
or the sale of a 
business;

• Place the 
enforcement re-
sponsibility on 
the Federal Trade 
Commission and 
the Department 
of Labor;

• Require em-
ployers to make their em-
ployees aware of the lim-
itation on non-competes, 
as studies have found that 
non-competes are often 
used even when they are 
illegal or unenforceable. 
The Department of Labor 
would also be given the au-
thority to make the public 
aware of the limitation; and

• Require the Federal 
Trade Commission and the 
Department of Labor to 
submit a report to Congress 
on any enforcement actions 
taken.

Click here to read a one-
page summary of the bill.

Young

Sen. Young reintroduces legislation to protect 
American workers & limit non-compete clauses

Accurate. Balanced.
You’re reading

The Reporter
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Today’s Bible Reading
Clean and Unclean Food

“‘If an animal that you are allowed to eat dies, 
anyone who touches its carcass will be unclean 
till evening. Anyone who eats some of its carcass 
must wash their clothes, and they will be unclean 
till evening. Anyone who picks up the carcass 
must wash their clothes, and they will be unclean 
till evening.

Leviticus 11:39-40 (NIV)
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Pending!Pending! JUST 
LISTED

Pending! Pending! JUST 
LISTED!8814 E. 146th 

Street
NOBLESVILLE 

20322 Wagon 
Trail Drive

NOBLESVILLE 
17309 Graley 

Place
WESTFIELD 

5562 Hare Drive
NOBLESVILLE

1710 S. Butler 
Avenue

INDIANAPOLIS 0 Vine Street
LAPEL

The Deakyne Team REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS“Speak 
to Deak!” www.speaktodeak.com

317.695.6032  Jennifer  | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer

Welcome home to this 
beautiful brick ranch 
in Harbour Woods! 

Hard to find ranch with 
over 2,300 square feet 
of goodness! Large lot 
features, fully fenced 
backyard, and nice  
patio area. Close to  
Morse Reservoir!

Listed at $349,900

So many possibilities with 
this 18 acre parcel in the 
heart of growing Lapel! 
Prime tract of land has 
electric and municipal 

water on-site and sewer 
lines nearby. Buyer to do 

all due diligence regarding 
zoning and desired end 

use of property.
Listed at $664,199 

Almost 2,000 square foot 
brick ranch situated on 
almost half an acre (.45) 

on the Noblesville/Fishers 
border. This home is neat 
as a pin with a versatile 
floor plan. No HOA in 

Wellington Heights adds 
freedom to live as you wish!

Listed at $339,900

This 4,000 sq ft home on 
0.56 acres offers stunning 
White River views, a cozy 

two-story great room, dual 
decks, custom loft beds, 
river access, and recent 
updates—all in peaceful 
Craig Highlands with no 
HOA. A true must-see!

Listed at $619,900

Enjoy low maintenance 
living  in this 2BR/2BA 
paired patio home with 

sunroom, screened porch 
and patio. The view from 

your patio overlooks a 
pond. Fully finished garage 
is completed with race deck 
flooring. Welcome home!

Listed at $405,900

All investors or owner 
occupant looking to 

make instant equity, this 
3BR/2 full bath stone 

ranch just needs a little 
love to bring it back to 
its 1957 glory! Home is 
sold as-is. Two parcels 

included in the purchase, 
0.34 acre per parcel.
Listed at $144,900

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

BEFORE THE HAMILTON COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
IN THE MATTER OF

Thistlethwaite Drain, Aaron Rawlings Arm
Vacation & Relocation for Maple Run Section 7

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given of the hearing of the Hamilton County Drainage Board 

concerning the reconstruction of the Thistlethwaite Drain, Aaron Rawlings 
Arm, Vacation & Relocation for Maple Run Section 7 on June 23, 2025 at 9:00 
A.M. in Commissioners Court, Hamilton County Judicial Center, One Hamilton 
County Square, Noblesville, Indiana. Construction and maintenance reports of the 
Surveyor and the Schedule of Assessments proposed by the Drainage Board have 
been filed and are available for public inspection in the office of the Hamilton 
County Surveyor.

Hamilton County Drainage Board
Attest: Lynette Mosbaugh

R6308	 6/13/25, 6/16/25

— Hamilton County —

Meeting Notice
TriCo Regional Sewer Utility will hold an Infrastructure Security Com-

mittee meeting at 7:30 a.m. Friday, June 20, 2025, 7236 Mayflower Park 
Drive, Zionsville.

The Noblesville Police Merit Commission meeting scheduled for 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 18, 2025, has been canceled.

Median home prices continue climbing
in Hamilton County, but fall in Noblesville
The REPORTER

Increased sales, homes 
selling at a brisk pace, and 
another significant bump 
in inventory led to a robust 
May central Indiana resi-
dential real estate market.

In Noblesville in May:
• Closed home sales in-

creased 12.9 percent, com-
pared to May 2024.

• Homes sold in just nine 
days on average, remaining 
on the market four days lon-
ger than in May of 2024.

• The median home sale 
price decreased 1.7 percent 
to $413,000 compared to 
this time last year

• The median price per 
square foot for a Noblesville 
home increased 4.8 percent 
to $173.

In Hamilton County in 
May:

• Pended home sales 
increased 3.8 percent, com-
pared to May 2024.

• Homes sold in just sev-
en days on average, leav-
ing the market in the same 
amount of time as May of 
2024.

• Inventory increased 
31.4 percent countywide.

• The median home sale 
price increased 4.9 percent 
to $461,503.

* * *
According to F.C. 

Tucker Company, part of 
the Howard Hanna family 
of companies, elsewhere 
across central Indiana:

• Pended home sales 
increased 8.1 percent com-
pared to May 2024.

• Available housing 
inventory increased 41.1 
percent compared to May 
2024.

• Homes 
spent three 
days, or 27.3 
percent, lon-
ger on the 
market than this time 
last year.

• Compared to 
May 2024, the me-
dian home sale price 
for the 16-county 
central Indiana region in-
creased only slightly – up 
0.9 percent to $320,000.

In May 2025, 3,416 
central Indiana homes were 
purchased, an increase of 
8.1 percent from the 3,161 
sold in May 2024. All but 
three central Indiana coun-
ties saw increases in pended 
home sales.

• Decatur County had 
the greatest increase in 
pended home sales in May 
2025, up 54.2 percent com-
pared to this time last year.

• Jackson County pend-
ed sales had the greatest 
decrease, with 37.8 percent 
fewer homes sold compared 
to May 2024.

Central Indiana year-to-
date home sale prices in-
creased 3.7 percent overall.

• Bartholomew County 
recorded the highest year-
to-date median home sale 
price decrease, down 0.9 
percent.

• Hamilton County had 
the highest year-to-date me-
dian home sale price in the 
region at $461,503.

• Homes sold in 14 days, 
spending three days, or 27.3 
percent, longer on the mar-
ket than May 2024. Boone 
County homes sold 27.3 
percent faster than this time 
last year, the greatest in-

crease in cen-
tral Indiana.

C e n t r a l 
Indiana ex-
perienced a 

41.1 percent increase 
in overall available 
home inventory in 
May 2025, compared 
to May 2024, with 

1,584 more homes 
available for sale.

• Jackson County had 
the largest inventory in-
crease – up 79.5 percent 
compared to May 2024.

• All 16 central Indiana 
counties had inventory in-
creases in May. Johnson 
County had the smallest in-
ventory increase – up 25.2 
percent compared to this 
time last year.

“While it took a little 
longer this year, we defi-
nitely saw the spring cen-
tral Indiana residential real 
estate market kick into high 
gear in May, with sales and 
inventory both increasing,” 
Litten said. “Mortgage 
rates remain relatively un-
changed and central Indi-
ana housing prices have 
flattened, creating an attrac-
tive market for prospective 
home buyers.”

Of the pended home 
sales in the region last 
month, 10 were priced 
$2,000,000 or higher; 76 
were priced $1,000,000 
to $1,999,999; 522 
were priced $500,000 to 
$999,999; 1,219 were priced 
$300,000 to $499,999; 967 
were priced $200,000 to 
$299,999; 534 were priced 
$100,000 to $199,999; and 
88 were priced at $99,999 
or less.

Editor’s notes
• All statistics were com-

piled by F.C. Tucker Com-
pany from a report drawn 
from BLC® statistics on 
June 7, 2025. Because of 
delayed processing through 
other agencies or boards, 
these numbers are subject to 
change.

• Effective with Janu-
ary 2025 reporting, in order 
to provide a more reliable 
measurement of sales price, 
median sales price will re-
place average sales price in 
monthly reporting. 

• “Pending” means the 
sales contract has been 
signed, but the transaction 
has not closed. According to 
the NAR, pending sales typ-
ically are finalized within a 
month or two of signing.

• “Active Listings – In-
ventory” is a snapshot fro-
zen in time at the end of 
the stated month. Per MIB-
OR, effective April 1, 2018, 
“Active with Contingency” 
no longer is a status in the 
BLC® listing service in or-
der to present a true picture 
in advertising and marketing. 
Those listings that were in 
the “Active with Contingen-
cy” status have been moved 
from the “Active” status to 
the “Pending” status.

• For this report, F.C. 
Tucker tracks the follow-
ing counties: Bartholomew, 
Boone, Brown, Decatur, 
Hamilton, Hancock, Hen-
dricks, Jackson, Jennings, 
Johnson, Madison, Mari-
on, Montgomery, Morgan, 
Putnam and Shelby. The 
first report tracking Jack-
son County data was pulled 
Aug. 7, 2019.

PUBLIC NOTICE DEADLINE
5 p.m. Friday 

for Monday publication
PublicNotices@ReadTheReporter.com
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in concert          with nature!

Scan the QR code
to purchase tickets or by going
to myhamiltoncountyparks.com.

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com


By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

YORKTOWN – After 
his Millers proved it at the 
sectional tournament, No-
blesville boys golf coach 
Gary Deakyne reiterated the 
reason his team has been 
so successful during the 
post-season.

“It’s a team effort and 
they do a great job,” said 
Deakyne.

The Millers used their 
depth to win their first re-
gional title since 2019 on 
Thursday, claiming the 
Muncie Central regional at 
The Players Club in York-
town. Just like at the sec-
tional, Noblesville had to 
hold off Hamilton South-
eastern to win, 295-298.

The regional win was 
the eighth in program his-
tory for the Millers and 
also qualified them for the 
IHSAA state finals, which 
begin Tuesday at Prairie 
View Golf Club in Carmel. 
The Royals are also going to 
state, along with Cathedral, 
which placed third with 301.

Tyler Marucci was No-
blesville’s low man at The 
Players Club, scoring a 
one-under par 71. He made 
five birdies in his round and 
tied for second individually.

“Whenever someone 
is playing bad, there’s al-
ways someone else playing 
good,” said Marucci. “I feel 
like there’s never a round 
that we play where we don’t 
have each other. We’re real-
ly close off the course, too 
and on the course, which is 
really beneficial for us on 
the course.”

“My No. 5 (Dustin 
Turpin) was low at sectional 
and my No. 4 is low at the re-
gional,” said Deakyne. “It’s 
like I said the other day, we 
have a team, a full team and 
it’s not about No. 1 or No. 2 
that have to best, they have to 
go the lowest. We’re strong 
one through five and that’s 
what makes us a good team.”

Lance Decker was next 
in line for Noblesville with 
73, making three birdies. 
Drew Werkley totaled 75 
with five birdies. Jackson 
Umthum scored 76 and 
Dustin Turpin carded 81, 
both with two birdies.

Southeastern also had 
solid scores across the 
board, with everyone fin-
ishing lower than 80. Dane 
Starnes led the Royals with 
72, tying him for fourth in-
dividually. Starnes collect-
ed three birdies during his 
round.

“We had high expecta-
tions coming into here and 
we did pretty well,” said 
Starnes. “We’ve been close 
to Noblesville all year, but 
fell behind them with three 
shots.”

“All that really matters 
is we’re going to state,” 
said Starnes. The Royals ad-
vanced to state for the sev-
enth consecutive year.

Blake Babb scored 73, 
including three birdies, 
followed by Mattingly Up-
church with 76. He made 
two birdies. Brody Col-
burn’s 77 and Kai Warner’s 
79 rounded out the HSE 
scoring, both made one 

birdie.
“That’s the name of the 

game is survive and ad-
vance, so we did that to rep-
resent our school and com-
munity one more year at the 
state finals,” said Royals 
coach David Young.

Fishers’ Tommy Klinker 
is also heading to state. His 
score of 72 tied him for sec-
ond individually and made 
him one of the three low 
scorers not on an advancing 
team. Klinker totaled three 
birdies in his round.

“Being in Hamilton 
County, a lot of great teams, 

a lot of great players, so it’s 
great to play with them and 
really test my abilities,” said 
Klinker.

Team scores: Noblesville 
295, Hamilton Southeastern 
298, Cathedral 301, East-
brook 307, Pendleton Heights 
308, Mt. Vernon 325, Heritage 
Christian 325, Yorktown 328, 
New Palestine 330, New Cas-
tle 333, North Central 336, Del-
ta 344, Norwell 344, Bluffton 
346, Monroe Central 350.

Medalist: Johnny Leaman 
(Cathedral) 33-37=70.

Noblesville scores: Ty-
ler Marucci 37-34=71, Lance 

Decker 36-37=73, Drew 
Werkley 34-41=75, Jackson 
Umthum 37-39=76, Dustin 
Turpin 38-43=81.

Southeastern scores: 
Dane Starnes 36-36=72, Blake 

Babb 37-36=73, Mattingly Up-
church 36-40-76, Brody Col-
burn 37-40=77, Kai Warner 
38-41=79.

Fishers score: Tommy 
Klinker 35-36=71.
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Reporter Sports Friday
Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Heights, Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Sheridan, University, Westfield

Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

Hickory Hoops is where 
basketball and character meet 

for young players  
to learn, grow, and succeed.

Sign up today at 
HickoryHoopsBasketball.com

Developing Young Athletes. Building Future Leaders.

TOP COUNTIES
Hancock Sales Up 14.7%

Morgan Sales Up 12.7%

Johnson Sales Up 11.7%

FAIR HOUSING
CASES
Total– 6
Rental– 5
Sales– 0
Other– 1

CURRENT REAL ESTATE MARKET
CENTRAL INDIANA STATISTICS FROM THE 16-COUNTY REGION

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com   |   DaniRobinsonHomes.com

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

*In order to provide a more reliable measurement of sales price, beginning with January, 2025,  
   we will report the median sales price instead of average sales price.

Scan here to view 
Dani’s current listings.

What’s your Real 
Estate Story? Born, 
raised and still living 
in Hamilton County, 
it is Dani’s goal to 
help you reach yours! 
Talk to Dani today 
for all your real estate 
needs. She knows 
this area and wants 
to help you with  
your story!

Data compiled 04.06.25 from MIBOR BLC®

1,548
More Homes 

For Sale
5/24 vs. 5/25

0.9%
Price Increase
5/24 vs. 5/25

May 2025 
Median Sale Price

$320,000*
compared to this t ime last year

Sales Increased   
May pended home  

sales compared to this  
time last year

8.1%
Months of Inventory Change   

30.6%
5/24 vs. 5/25

Interest Rates 
30-Year Fixed   

7.0%
 With an APR of 7.146%

Boys Golf

Millers and Royals go 1-2 at regional
Fishers’ Tommy Klinker makes state as individual

Reporter photos by Richie Hall
(TOP) The Noblesville boys golf team won its first regional title since 2019, claiming the Muncie Central regional championship 
at The Players Club in Yorktown. The Millers scored 295 and are headed to the state finals for the fourth consecutive year. 
(ABOVE LEFT) Hamilton Southeastern placed second at The Players Club to qualify for state for the seventh consecutive year. 
(ABOVE RIGHT) Fishers’ Tommy Klinker placed second individually and advanced to state.

Huskies Summer Basketball 
Camp set for June 23-26

The REPORTER
Hamilton Heights boys 

basketball coach Chad Bal-
lenger is hosting his annual 
Summer Camp next week.

The camp is for boys 
who are entering grades 5 
through 8 this school year. 
The camp takes place from 
10 to 11:30 a.m. June 24 to 
27 at the Hamilton Heights 
High School gym. Enter 
through Door H, on the 
north side of the gym.

The cost is $35, with a 
family discount of $5 for 
each additional child. If any 
boy cannot afford to pay the 

camp fee at this time, call 
Ballenger at (765) 438-2016.

“The basic requirement 
in developing a strong bas-
ketball program is to instill 
in all our boys a desire to 
improve themselves so that 
some day they can become 
part of the Husky Basketball 
team,” said Ballenger. “This 
can be best accomplished 
by developing the proper 
fundamentals and pride in 
themselves and their school 
at an early age.”

For more information, 
contact Ballenger at cbal-
lenger@hhschuskies.org.
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By CRAIG ADKINS
For The Reporter

Tomorrow’s 2A south-
ern semi-state is hosted by 
Castle High School at Ger-
man American Bank Field 
at Charles H. Braun Sta-
dium on the campus of the 
University of Evansville, 
home of the Purple Aces.

The University Trailblaz-
ers (20-11) square off against 
the defending 2A state champ 
No. 12 Providence Pioneers 
(15-7) in the first game at 11 
a.m. Game two has No. 3 
Evansville Mater Dei (21-7) 
facing the No. 7 Shenandoah 
Raiders (22-4) at around 2 
p.m. The championship will 
be at 7 p.m. 

The Trailblazers won 
Sectional 42 at Park Tudor 
9-0 over Monrovia and 19-2 
over Cardinal Ritter. The 
hosts Park Tudor challenged 
them, but University won 
their sixth sectional title, 
edging the Panthers in the 
championship, 1-0 in eight 
innings.

They were 10-5 winners 
over No. 9 Greencastle for 
their fourth regional title in 
school history last Saturday 
at Mitchell High School.

The Blazers also have 
two other semi-state cham-
pionships. Head coach 
Chris Estep guided Univer-

sity to the 2018 1A state title 
game, losing to Daleville 
4-2 in nine innings and won 
1A in 2019 over Washing-
ton Township, 4-1.

Beckett Suh (.352) leads 
with three home runs, 31 
RBIs, seven doubles and 
four triples, while Charlie 
Ranek and Cooper Cam-
mack have 26 RBIs, and 
Ryan Castetter has scored 
38 runs.

Caleb Stocker has 48 
strikeouts in 57.1 innings 
and Cam Rady has fanned 
45 in 31 frames.

Providence has 23 sec-
tional, 9 regional and three 
semi-state trophies. The 
Pioneers are three-time 2A 
champions over Lafayette 
Central Catholic (2016), 
Eastside (2021) and Illiana 
Christian (2024).

Mater Dei has 13 sec-

tional, 10 regional and five 
semi-state titles. The Wild-
cats were 1999 2A state 
champs over Jimtown and 
runner-up in 1998 (Alex-
andria), 2012 (Northfield), 
2014 (Wapahani) and 3A in 
2007 (Norwell).

Shenandoah has won 13 
sectionals and three region-
al championships. They last 
appeared in semi-state in 
1987.
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SPORTS SCHEDULE
Friday, June 13

GOLF REGIONALS
Carmel, Guerin Catholic, Westfield at Coyote Crossing, 9 a.m.

TENNIS
Individual state quarterfinals, 2 p.m. at Park Tudor

Saturday, June 14
BASEBALL SEMI-STATES

At Coveleski Stadium, South Bend
Valparaiso vs. Fort Wayne Snider, 11 a.m.

Westfield vs. Goshen, 2 p.m.
Championship, 7 p.m.
At Ruxer Field, Jasper

Guerin Catholic vs. New Palestine, 11 a.m.
Greensburg vs. Jasper, 2 p.m.

Championship, 7 p.m.
At University of Evansville

Providence vs. University, 11 a.m.
Evansville Mater Dei vs. Shenandoah, 2 p.m.

Championship, 8 p.m.
TENNIS

Individual state at Park Tudor
Semifinals, 10 a.m.

Championship, 2 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

Colts announce flag football 
scholarships for young athletes
By SOPHIE SCHICK
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

The Indianapolis Colts 
have long been advocates 
for youth flag football. They 
helped prove their commit-
ment Wednesday, announc-
ing a new scholarship that 
aims to reduce financial bar-
riers to the Colts Flag Foot-
ball Leagues.

The Colts Flag Schol-
arship Fund is available to 
athletes from families who 
earn below the median 
household income in Indi-
ana. It is also available to 
families enrolled in Med-
icaid; the Women, Infants, 
and Children program; and 
the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program.

Families can apply for 

the scholarship online. 
Registration fees range from 
$80 to $150, and the schol-
arship would cover most of 
the cost for more than 100 
athletes.

The Colts are the first 
NFL team to offer a schol-
arship fund to flag football 
athletes across its network.

“Football is a game that 
should be shared and played 
by all who want to partic-
ipate,” Colts Owner and 
Chief Brand Officer Kalen 
Jackson said. “This schol-
arship fund will help cre-
ate more opportunities and 
access to the great sport of 
flag football for young peo-
ple across Indiana.”

The leagues are open to 
boys and girls 4 to 14, with 
no experience necessary. 
Registration for the fall sea-
son is now open online with 
leagues in Indianapolis, No-
blesville, Fort Wayne, New 
Haven, and Elkhart.

This story originally 
appeared on WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/sports/colts-of-
fer-flag-football-scholar-
ships.

Richie Hall / File photo
University’s Cooper Cammack has 26 RBIs for the Trailblazers, who play 
defending Class 2A state champion Providence Saturday at the University 
of Evansville in the semifinals of the Castle semi-state.

2A Semi-state preview: University 
has sights on third trip to state

Baseball
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