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President’s executive 
orders put U.S. “in 
dangerous waters”
In the short time 

since President Trump 
began his second term, 
there has been a rap-
id-fire barrage of exec-
utive orders conducted 
in a chaotic and reck-
less manner, creating 
anxiety, confusion, and 
uncertainty. 

His executive or-
ders have upended 
many aspects of the federal government 
including mass firings, layoffs, taking con-
trol of independent agencies, dismantling 
agencies, and making others dysfunctional. 
There is widespread anxiety in organiza-
tions dependent on the future of their threat-
ened federal funding.

Health-related agencies have not been 
immune to these actions. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and the Na-
tional Institutes of Health have become dys-
functional. This dysfunction has only been 
exacerbated by the appointment of Robert 
F. Kennedy, Jr. as Secretary of Health and 
Human Services who oversees these and 
other health agencies.

Policy development has been slowed or 
blocked. Vital programs at the CDC have 
been virtually eliminated or curtailed in-
cluding the Office of Smoking and Health 
and the Childhood Lead Poisoning Preven-
tion Program. Approval of CDC recom-
mendations for new indications of existing 
vaccines has been delayed. Further, new 
vaccine approvals by the Federal Food and 
Drug Administration may be slowed by ad-
ditional regulations including seasonal up-
dates of the influenza and COVID vaccines.

Trump withdrew from the World Health 
Organization and directed the CDC, along 
with other health agencies, to cease com-
munication with foreign health counter-
parts, hindering disease outbreak preven-
tion and response.

Richard D. Feldman, M.D. 
State of Our Health

COLUMNIST

Summer break is here, but that 
means hunger for some kids

Pack the Cruiser to help end summertime hunger
The REPORTER

The Indianapolis 500 may 
be in the rearview mirror, but 
Hamilton County Harvest Food 
Bank (HCHFB) is gearing up 
for another race … the race 
to end summer hunger across 
Hamilton County.

Join HCHFB from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday, May 31 at 
designated Kroger stores for the 
ninth annual Pack the Cruiser 
Food Drive.

In partnership with Kroger, 
local law enforcement agen-
cies, and HCHFB’s Pantry and 
Program Network, this event 
supports children and families 
with food for the nine-week 
summer stretch.  

How you can help
• Shop for non-perishable 

foods at your local Kroger 
stores, then Pack the Cruis-
er on site. Shopping after 2 
p.m.? Drop your donation at a 
pantry nearest you. Check out 

hchfoodbank.org for locations.
• Purchase and donate 

Kroger food gift cards. 
Leave cards with an on-site 
pantry or kids meal program 
representative.

• Make a monetary dona-
tion to the HCH Food Bank des-
ignated for kids’ meal programs 
and pantry support. Just go to 
hchfoodbank.org/donate.

Let’s keep the momentum 

going for neighbors in need this 
summer. Help Pack the Cruis-
ers, stock the pantries, and sup-
port summer meals programs 
in Hamilton County – one bag 
at a time.

Photo provided
Don’t forget to “Pack the Cruiser” this Saturday at Kroger stores around Hamilton 
County to help stock the shelves for kids’ summer meal programs.

Hamilton County 
launches website to 
help people in crisis
The REPORTER

Hamilton County unveiled a new 
online tool today designed to help ef-
ficiently connect people in crisis with 
local services. 
NavigateHC can 
direct users to 
mental health sup-
port, substance use 
disorder treatment, 
food pantries, vet-
eran services, fos-
ter care, and more.

“The web-
site is designed 
to quickly direct 
community mem-
bers to behav-
ioral health and 
wellness resourc-
es,” said Monica 
Greer, Executive 
Director of the 
Hamilton County 
Council on Al-
cohol and Other 
Drugs. “Just plug 
in your ZIP code and select the services 
you need. The website will populate a 
list of free support services quickly and 
anonymously.”

NavigateHC also allows users to 
request a local navigator – a real person 
well-versed on the resources available 
that can help guide them through the 
process. The website was unveiled at 
a live demonstration this morning for 
community leaders, partner agencies, 
and first responders this morning at the 
Hamilton County Government and Ju-
dicial Center.

“This app serves as a central clear-
inghouse of information – not just for 
individuals in need, but also for service 
providers, caregivers, and local organi-
zations,” County Commissioner Mark 
Heirbrandt said. “We’re proud to invest 
in a solution that will serve all corners 
of our community.”

The NavigateHC website cost 
$67,800 to develop and launch and 
was funded through Opioid Settle-
ment Dollars. To learn more, visit 
NavigateHC.org.

Heirbrandt

Greer

See Orders . . . Page 2

Multiple organizations join forces for
action-packed Noblesville Race Weekend
The REPORTER

Several Noblesville orga-
nizations are joining forces for 
Noblesville’s Race Weekend on 
Friday, May 30 and Saturday, 
May 31.

The fun kicks off on Friday 
with the 12th annual Darlington 
Bed Race, which has historical-
ly been the “kick off to summer 
on the square.” Supporting the 
Boys & Girls Club of Nobles-
ville (BGCN) and Noblesville 
Parks & Recreation, the event 
will raise funds to support youth 
programs that take place during 
out-of-school times.

“We’re very excited to 
be part of Noblesville Main 
Street’s Race weekend!” BGCN 
Director of Club Operations 
Abigail Stutesman said. “Over 
the past decade, the Bed Race 
has raised over $150,000 to 
fund scholarships for our youth 
programs. These scholarships 
provide positive, engaging ac-
tivities for local kids and are 
needed now more than ever. 
Youth are needing the freedom 
and social connections that our 
organizations offer, and families 
are needing the financial assis-
tance that events like the Bed 
Race make possible.”

Since its inception, the annu-
al Bed Race has been generous-
ly title sponsored by Darlington 
Snacks. Matteo’s Trackside VIP 
Race Dinner provides the ulti-
mate Bed Race experience to 
guests with their three-course 
meal and up-close seating. Reporter file photos

While it’s not the Indy 500, the two Greatest Spectacles in Hamilton County Racing 
will take place this Friday and Saturday in downtown Noblesville.See Race . . . Page 2

Hairbangers Ball to headline Noblesville
Fourth of July Fireworks Festival

Submitted by 
City of Noblesville

The 2025 Noblesville Fire-
works Festival committee has 
announced details for the free 
events on Friday, July 4 begin-
ning at 4 p.m. with the Stars & 
Stripes Forever Parade through 
Downtown Noblesville.

The Noblesville Fourth of 
July parade, festival, and fire-
works display is the longest 
continuously running celebra-
tion in central Indiana and an 
annual tradition in Noblesville 
since 1997. 

“The Fourth of July is al-
ways a special day for my 
family, and so many families 

throughout Noblesville and the 
city’s festivities have become 
a summer tradition that brings 
our community together,” 
Mayor Chris Jensen said. “In-
dependence Day is a powerful 
reminder of the courage, sac-
rifice, and vision that built our 
nation. It’s a time to reflect on 
the freedoms we cherish, the re-
sponsibilities they carry, and to 
honor those who gave the ulti-
mate sacrifice to protect them.”   

The day starts at 4 p.m. 
with the annual Fourth of July 
Parade through downtown No-
blesville, presented by Gaylor 
Electric. Registration to par-
ticipate in the parade is $25 

(nonprofits are not charged), 
and entries must be submitted 
by June 27. Forms are avail-
able at NoblesvilleFireworks-
Festival.com. The city will 
announce the parade Grand 
Marshal at a later date.

The Fireworks Festival, 
presented by IDI Composites 
International, will occur at For-
est Park from 6 to 10 p.m. The 
event will include traditional 
park amenities such as trails, 
shelters, shade, playgrounds, 
and festival attractions like in-
flatables, balloon twisters, and 
face painters in the Kids Zone. 
The Teen Zone will also have 
age-appropriate inflatables like 

the Spyder bungee jump and 
a rock wall. Hairbangers Ball 
will headline the main stage 
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. The fes-
tivities will culminate with the 
annual fireworks show, begin-
ning at 10 p.m. 

In addition to Gaylor 
Electric and IDI Compos-
ites International, additional 
sponsors include: Noblesville 
Boom, Republic Services, 
East Bank Apartments, Visit 
Hamilton County, American 
Structurepoint, CHA Consult-
ing, EXOS, Context Design, 
and Meijer. 

See Fourth . . . Page 2
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Correction
In the “Ravi Patel wins 2025 Start Me Up Cup with 

‘RoboLuggage’ concept” story published last Wednes-
day, May 21, Sophie Collier’s name was misspelled.

The Reporter regrets the error.

The Trump adminis-
tration silenced essential 
clinical and public health 
guidance and vital epidemi-
ologic and disease-outbreak 
information, including ar-
chival data and datasets 
regularly provided to U.S. 
health-care providers and 
public health professionals. 
It pulled some agency web 
pages altogether. 

Trump’s orders have 

suspended billions of 
dollars in biomedical re-
search grants funded by 
the NIH and have with-
held university research 
funding. NIH research 
dollars, for example, have 
been greatly reduced for 
Alzheimer’s and diabetes. 

Agency censoring has 
targeted Diversity, Equi-
ty, and Inclusion, health 
equality, climate change, 
pollution, disability, and 
other issues. Censorship 
also extends to other con-
siderations like vaccine up-
take and even to sexually 
transmitted disease-treat-
ment guidelines. All mass 
external communications 
must be consistent with 
Trump’s executive orders. 
There is little regard for 
scientific evidence. 

The journal Nature re-
ported that some studies 
submitted to journals by 
CDC authors have been 
ordered to be withdrawn; 
authors working on publica-
tions with external research-
ers have been instructed to 
remove their names when 
articles use language incon-
sistent to Trump’s executive 
orders. For other studies, 
certain language used must 

be stripped. Moreover, there 
are directives on what topics 
can be covered by research. 

The Trump adminis-
tration has resumed some 
communications and in-
formation regarding urgent 
public health needs, advi-
sories, and regulatory and 
statutorily-required reports. 
Let’s hope that trend ex-
pands despite heavy admin-
istration oversight.

Underscoring these dis-
turbing actions is a stunning 
editorial from the editors of 
the Journal of the Ameri-
can Medical Association, 
condemning the assault on 
scientific integrity and rig-
orously conducted scientific 
inquiry and “the silencing of 
U.S. scientific discourse.” 
JAMA has vowed to pro-
ceed with the highest stan-
dards for scientific and edi-
torial integrity regardless of 
political pressures – an im-
pressive display of courage.

Our country has entered 
dangerous waters. 

Richard D. Feldman, 
M.D. is an Indianapolis 
family physician and former 
Indiana State Health Com-
missioner who served in the 
administration of Governor 
Frank O’Bannon.

Orders
from Page 1

Onlookers are invited to 
attend this free downtown 
event to take in the action 
with the bed parade begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. and racing 
beginning at 7 p.m.

The public is invited to 
support the event through 
a Text to Donate initiative 
by texting BEDRACE to 
44-321 for a chance to win 
great prizes from supporters 
such as Cabela’s and Mat-

teo’s Italian Ristorante.
* * *

The Noblesville Main 
Street Duck Race, in part-
nership with the Nickel 
Plate Heritage Railroad, 
takes place at noon on Sat-
urday, May 31 with festivi-
ties at the Noblesville Main 
Street Farmers Market at 
Federal Hill Commons from 
8 a.m. to noon.

Duck Race partici-
pants can purchase one of 
2,000 rubber ducks drop-
ping from the Nickel Plate 
Heritage Railroad train 
bridge and floating down 

the White River to Logan 
Street Bridge. First place 
winner receives $1,000, 
second and third place win 
$500, and a chance to win 
assorted prizes from lo-
cal businesses in historic 
downtown Noblesville.

“The Duck Race is a 
beloved event in Historic 
Downtown Noblesville,” 
Noblesville Main Street 
Executive Director Kate 
Baker said. “Noblesville 
Race Weekend is an in-
credible event that show-
cases Noblesville spirit 
by the collaboration of so 

many remarkable organi-
zations. We’re excited to 
continue our pay-it-for-
ward donation program 
with CCHA Law, Johnston 
& Co., and the Turk Fam-
ily who promise to donate 
any cash winnings to an-
other non-profit of their 
choosing.”

Organizations that may 
benefit are the Nickel Plate 
Heritage Railroad, Nobles-
ville Schools Education 
Foundation, and The Coo-
per House.

Click here for further 
details.

Forest Park also fea-
tures a limited VIP section 
where families and friends 
can purchase tables for the 
evening. These tables offer 
up-close seating to the live 
music performance, an ex-
ceptional view of the fire-
works, separate bathrooms, 
and a great meeting place 
to gather and eat in between 
activities safely. VIP table 
groups may bring in their 
own food and drink, partic-
ipate in a table-decorating 
contest, and get access to 
separate VIP restroom op-

tions. Tables seat eight peo-
ple and cost $160. Funds 
received for VIP section ac-
commodations help with the 
costs of hosting the commu-
nity event.

Public parking will not 
be available at the park. 
Parking permits for the 
Noblesville Aquatic Center 
are available for $25 before 
July 4. Proper tags must be 
displayed to enter the north 
entrance from State Road 
19 during the festival. The 
July 4 Planning Committee 
has improved traffic flow 

to manage better end-of-
event travel from Forest 
Park for motorists, pedes-
trians, and trolley riders. 
The Noblesville Fireworks 
Festival offers free shuttle 
routes throughout and after 
the event to assist guests in 
getting to Forest Park from 
designated off-site parking 
lots.

VIP Tables and parking 
passes may be purchased 
online at NoblesvilleParks.
org or by calling the No-
blesville Parks Department 
at (317) 776-6350. 

Graphics provided by City of Noblesville
The city has released the parade map (top) and the locations of various 
attractions during the festival (above).

Fourth
from Page 1

Race
from Page 1
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in concert          with nature!

Scan the QR code
to purchase tickets or by going
to myhamiltoncountyparks.com.

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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HIGHLY UN-BANK-LIKE.

Your small business 

means the world to you.

That makes two of us.

Member FDIC

With the right bank on your side, the 
“small” in small business is temporary.

Motorcyclist dies in
crash at State Road 19

crossing in Tipton County
By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

A 64-year-old motor-
cyclist from Tipton died 
last Saturday afternoon in a 
crash at a State Road 19 in-
tersection, the Tipton Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office said Sun-
day night.

William Matthews died 
in the crash of the gray 
2022 Harley-Davidson Low 
Rider he was driving north 
about 12:30 p.m. Saturday 
at the intersection of State 
Road 19 and Division Road. 
That’s in a rural area about 
a half-mile north of the city 
limits of Tipton.

Maria Roque, 60, Ches-
terton, was turning the blue 
2019 Mercedes GLC she 
was driving to the east to-
ward Division Road when 
the car hit the motorcycle. 
Roque was treated for mi-
nor injuries at a hospital.

The sheriff’s department 
says it’s not yet determined 
what may have led to the 
crash, but alcohol and nar-
cotics were not initially be-
lieved to be factors.

This story was orig-
inally published by 
WISH-TV at wishtv.com/
news/local-news/motor-
cycl is t -dies-crash-t ip-
ton-county-may-24-2025.

Man dies in White River 
north of Noblesville

The REPORTER
At approximately 11:36 

a.m. Tuesday, the Hamil-
ton County Public Safety 
Communications Center 
received a 911 call, which 
was assigned to the Hamil-
ton County Sheriff’s Office 
and Noblesville Fire De-
partment, to attempt a water 
rescue in the White River 
near the 11000 East block of 
206th St. That’s just west of 
State Road 37 just north of 
Noblesville.

Upon arrival, an adult 
male was found deceased in 
the White River on the south 
side of the bridge. Hamilton 
County Emergency Manage-

ment assisted with a drone to 
provide aerial details to help 
document the scene.

The exact cause of death 
has not been confirmed, and 
a subsequent autopsy will 
provide more information. 
A presumptive identifica-
tion of the deceased subject 
has been made.

According to official, 
there does not appear to be 
a threat to the public at this 
time.

The Hamilton County 
Sheriff’s Office is active-
ly investigating this case; 
anyone with information 
is encouraged to call (317) 
776-5848.

Jackson Fire awards Hamilton 
Heights senior Adam Schluessler 

with 2025 Rambo Scholarship
Submitted

Jackson Township Fire 
Department has awarded 
the 2025 Rambo Scholar-
ship to Adam Schluessler, a 
senior at Hamilton Heights 
High School.

The $1,000 scholarship 
honors the legacy of Arcen-
io “Rambo” Rumbaoa Jr., a 
beloved firefighter and para-
medic who passed away in 
2022.

Schluesser, a former Ca-
det firefighter and standout 
in the John Hinds Career 

Center Fire and Rescue 
program, plans to follow 
his family’s footsteps into 
firefighting and pursue his 
EMT certification.

“Adam represents the 
next generation of first re-
sponders: driven, dedicated, 
and ready to serve,” Chief 
James Carter said.

This is the fourth year 
the scholarship has been 
presented to a local grad-
uate pursuing a career in 
emergency services or the 
medical field.

Photo provided
Chief James Carter presents the Rambo Scholarship 
to Hamilton Heights Senior Adam Schuessler.

Carmel man charged for 
stabbing Knicks fan at bar
By SOPHIE SCHICK
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

A New York Knicks 
fan was stabbed in the back 
during a fight at a Carmel bar, 
police say. One 
man has been ar-
rested for attacking 
two Knicks fans.

On May 23 
around 10:45 
p.m., an employ-
ee of Danny Boy 
Beer Works called 
police saying 
someone had been 
stabbed on the 
back patio.

Officers arrived on scene 
and detained the suspect who 
was identified as 24-year-old 
Jarrett Funke.

Two injured men were on 
the back patio, each “bleed-
ing profusely,” Carmel po-
lice say. One, who suffered 
a stab wound to the back, a 
broken rib, and a minor tear 
in the lung, was taken to the 
hospital. The other had a cut 
on his leg from falling.

The first victim told Car-
mel police that they were 
watching a basketball game 
when Funke started harass-
ing them, smacking a New 
York Knicks hat off the first 
victim’s head.

According to the first 
victim, Funke’s father tried 
holding him back and em-
ployees asked him to leave. 
He initially argued, but then 
left. The two victims went 
outside to the patio to smoke.

The first victim said, about 
five minutes later, Funke 

“stormed through the fence.” 
The second victim said he 
showed his pocketknife to 
deter Funke, but put it away 
because he had no intention 
of using it. The victims say 

Funke then started 
attacking the sec-
ond victim, and the 
first cut his leg on a 
stoop trying to pull 
them off of each 
other.

Funke told 
police that the 
second victim as-
saulted him first. 
He said that as he 

was leaving the bar, he could 
hear the two victims “talking 
[expletive].” Funke said he 
walked over to see what the 
problem was, saw that the 
second victim was holding 
a knife, and still approached.

Police asked why Fun-
ke had holes in his hoodie 
pocket, and he said they did 
come from his pocketknife 
but he didn’t remember 
how they got there. Funke 
told police, from what he 
could remember, he was on 
his back being punched. He 
took his pocketknife out and 
swung it toward the second 
victim’s back.

Funke is being held at 
the Hamilton County Jail as 
of Tuesday. He faces charges 
including battery by means 
of a deadly weapon and dis-
orderly conduct.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV 
at wishtv.com/news/crime-
watch-8/man-charged- 
after-stabbing-knicks-fan.

Funke

From visualization to action
Hamilton County’s new Imagery Hub aims to

educate, connect & power smarter communities
Submitted

Hamilton County has 
launched its new Imagery 
Hub, a centralized platform 
designed to provide seam-
less access to the coun-
ty's newest and historic 
high-resolution aerial imag-
ery and geospatial datasets.

This initiative under-
scores the county's com-
mitment to transparency, 
innovation, and communi-
ty engagement by sharing 
its authoritative geospatial 
data across county and city 
government agencies, with 
development professionals 
and citizens to provide the 
information they need to 
make informed, data-driven 
decisions.

“Our new Imagery Hub 
isn’t just a place to view 
aerial maps – it’s a key part 
of a broader initiative to 
provide an essential educa-
tional resource that helps 
users understand the speci-
fications, accuracy, and re-
al-world value of Hamilton 
County’s certified digital 
imagery,” County GIS Di-
rector Joan Keene said. “It’s 
a data engine for growth, 
equity, and sustainability.”

This new Imagery Hub 
works together with Hamil-
ton County’s upgraded Map 

Viewer, enabling users to 
view aerial imagery, land 
cover, and elevation data in 
an intuitive and interactive 
2D and 3D environment. 
This integration enhances 
transparency and usability, 
allowing the public to vi-
sualize both current histor-
ic and current conditions 
across Hamilton County in 

full spatial context.
Looking ahead, the 

county has plans to expand 
the platform with additional 
sections dedicated to Lidar 
Elevation Data Products, 
2D and 3D AI/Machine 
Learning data, and AI-driv-
en land cover change detec-
tion – bringing even more 
advanced capabilities to the 

Imagery Hub soon.
These innovations re-

inforce Hamilton County’s 
role as a local, statewide, 
and national leader in ap-
plied geospatial intelligence 
for local government.

Check out the Imagery 
Hub at geohub.hamilton-
county.in.gov/pages/imag-
ery-hub.

Graphic provided
One of the example tools in the Imagery Hub is the 3D Hybrid Impervious 
Surface Map.

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!
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Carmel Education Foundation celebrates legacy 
& student achievement with 109 scholarships

Submitted
Last Tuesday, May 20, 

the Carmel Education Foun-
dation (CEF), in partnership 
with presenting sponsor 
and CEF Community Part-
ner Ascension St. Vincent, 
held its annual Scholarship 
Awards Ceremony at Carm-
el High School.

During the event, CEF 
awarded 103 scholarships 
totaling more than $143,000 
to CHS seniors and under-
classmen. The ceremony 
honored the culmination of 
years of dedication, growth, 
and achievement by Carmel 
Clay Schools students.

In total, CEF has award-
ed 109 scholarships in 2025: 
100 to graduating seniors, 
three to underclassmen, and 
six to middle school students 
(presented separately earlier 
in the spring). These awards 
reflect CEF’s expanding 
commitment to supporting 
students throughout their 
academic journeys, marking 
a significant milestone in 
the Foundation’s nearly 60-
year history.

“Our scholarship pro-
gram is a powerful demon-
stration of what our com-
munity values: leadership, 
perseverance, service, and 
a belief in lifelong learn-
ing,” CEF Executive Di-
rector Jennifer Penix said. 
“This ceremony was more 
than recognition – it was 
a celebration of the hard 
work students have invest-
ed throughout their time in 
Carmel Clay Schools and a 
testament to the community 
that stands behind them.”

The 2025 awards in-
cluded newly established 
scholarships for students 
pursuing careers in archi-
tecture and health profes-
sions, as well as the Eagle 
Scout Leadership Schol-
arship, which recognized 
students who achieved 
the rank of Eagle Scout. 

A particularly meaningful 
moment came with the 
presentation of a schol-
arship to a student grad-
uating from the alternate 
diploma program in honor 
of Thomas Hunter, a 2023 
graduate whose legacy 
continues to inspire inclu-
sive support and opportu-
nity for all learners.

More than 60 donors and 
community members par-
ticipated in the ceremony, 
presenting awards in person 
or through virtual messages. 
CEF received 469 scholar-
ship applications this year, 
representing over one-third 
of the CHS senior class. To 
maximize the reach of the 
program, each student was 
eligible to receive one CEF 
scholarship.

CEF Board Member 
and Scholarship Chair 
Amy Blume highlighted 
the thoughtful and thor-
ough nature of the selection 
process.

“We’re grateful to the 
many volunteers who ded-
icated time to carefully re-
viewing each application,” 
Blume said. “Students were 
considered not only for 
their academic accomplish-
ments, but also for how 
their experiences and con-
tributions align with the in-
tent of each scholarship. It’s 
a complex process, and one 
we approach with respect 
and care.”

The event was emceed 
by CHS teacher and 2012 
Carmel Clay Schools Teach-
er of the Year, Jim Streisel. 
A pre-ceremony reception 
welcomed presenters, and 
the evening concluded with 
a dessert celebration for 
students and their families. 
Along with more informa-
tion about the scholarships, 
along with more photos, can 
be found at ccs.k12.in.us/
foundation/scholarships.

The Carmel Educa-

tion Foundation is the 
non-profit partner of Car-
mel Clay Schools and is 
governed by a volunteer 
board of directors. In ad-

dition to leading Indiana’s 
largest public education 
foundation scholarship 
program, CEF provides 
classroom and school 

grants and supports pro-
grams that prepare stu-
dents for lifelong success.

To learn more about 
establishing a scholarship, 

visit ccs.k12.in.us/foun-
dation/scholarships or 
contact Stacey Hetrick at 
shetrick@ccs.k12.in.us or 
(317) 844-9961.

Photo by Johnny Gilbert

Photo by Caroline Petry

Photo by Johnny Gilbert

Photo by Johnny Gilbert

Photo by Caroline Petry

(TOP LEFT) Members of the Corbin Family honor Ally Swearingen with the presentation of the Eugenie 
Corbin Memorial Scholarship. (From left) Andrew McAlliser, Swearingen, Kate Corbin, Claire McAllister, 
and Alex McAllister. Eugenie Corbin was a beloved Carmel Clay Schools teacher. (CENTER LEFT) 
Kiwanis Club of Carmel member Gayle Webb honors Asuka Hashimoto (left) and Asritha Chittemreddy 
(right) with the Koehler-Thompson Kiwanis Memorial Scholarship in recognition of their service in Key 
Club International. (ABOVE LEFT) The Eric Clark Family Scholarship was awarded to Ian Fuertges. 
Pictured are members of the Clark Family: Molly Clark Reuille, Deb Gangsted, Matt Clark, and Drew 
Clark. (TOP RIGHT) Principal Dr. Tim Phares greets Katherine Warren, recipient of the CHS Softball 
Backers Scholarship. (ABOVE RIGHT) Graduate Nina Federeci receives the Ashley Crouse Memorial 
Scholarship. Crouse was a leader of the CHS Student Government and CHS Riley Dance Marathon.

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/foundation/scholarships
https://www.ccs.k12.in.us/foundation/scholarships
http://ccs.k12.in.us/foundation/scholarships
http://ccs.k12.in.us/foundation/scholarships
mailto:shetrick%40ccs.k12.in.us?subject=
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Noblesville 
Lions Club 

Grillin’ on the Square
Under the Big Tent 

Pork Chops, Chicken, 
Dogs, and Extras

Friday - June 6, 2025
Lunch/Dinner  

11:00AM to 8:00PM
$15 Advance   $17 At the Door   

$8 Hot Dog

SATURDAY, June 7, 2025
Breakfast 

7:00AM to 11:00AM
$10 Adults   $6 Kids   Free Under 2 Yr

Advance tickets available from any Lion

Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R

317-804-2051
Reservations Recommended

3150 E. SR 32 
Westfield

Worth fighting the 
road construction!

Live Music Wednesdays & Fridays
Open 7 days a week

Westfield High School
holds 132nd Commencement
Submitted by Westfield 
Washington Schools

Westfield Washington 
Schools held the 132nd 
Commencement Ceremony 
for Westfield High School 
last Friday, May 23.

The Class of 2025 in-
cludes 675 graduates. 
Among this accomplished 
group are recipients of the 
prestigious Lilly and Wells 
scholarships, as well as an 
appointment to the Unit-
ed States Naval Academy, 
demonstrating the academ-

ic strength and leadership 
within the class.

Graduates were offered 
an impressive $33,831,096 
in scholarship opportunities, 
with $13,506,475 accept-
ed. Westfield students also 
demonstrated academic ex-
cellence by taking 1,814 Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) ex-
ams, achieving an 85 percent 
passing rate and producing 
124 AP Scholars to date.

In addition to academic 
success, students explored 
31 career pathways in ar-

eas including engineering, 
business, communications, 
culinary arts, health scienc-
es, construction, welding, 
and automotive technology. 
These programs equip stu-
dents with hands-on expe-
rience, certifications, and 
real-world readiness.

Post-graduation, stu-
dents will pursue college 
degrees, skilled trades, vo-
cational training, appren-
ticeships, and direct entry 
into the workforce. Increas-
ing numbers are pursuing 

fields such as welding, cos-
metology, and automotive 
technology, reflecting the di-
verse interests and strengths 
of the student body.

The WWS community 
is proud of their achieve-
ments in academics, ath-
letics, the arts, and beyond. 
These graduates are pre-
pared, confident, and truly 
Life-Ready. Once a Rock, 
Always a Rock.

Click here to see more 
photos from Commence-
ment.

Photos by Rocks Media House / Westfield Washington Schools

Carmel celebrating 
Muslim heritage in 
city’s first EidFest

The REPORTER
Carmel will hold its 

first-ever EidFest from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
day, May 
31 at Civic 
Square. Eid-
Fest promis-
es to be a vi-
brant event 
of culture 
and com-
munity cel-
ebrating the 
rich tapestry 
of Muslim 
h e r i t a g e 
from around the world. 

This event is free and 
open to the public. Ac-
tivities include cultural 
performances, the art of 
henna, delicious cuisine 
from local restaurants, and 
opportunities to expand 
professional networks and 
connections with local 
businesses.

Free parking is avail-
able in the following loca-
tions:

• Civic Square Garage, 
50 Red 
Truck Road

• Vet-
erans Way 
Garage at 
Carmel City 
Center, 100 
City Center 
Drive

• The 
Center Pub-
lic Parking 
at Allied 

Solutions Center for the 
Performing Arts, 819 3rd 
Ave. SW

• Proscenium Garage, 
1225 Veterans Way

Please note that the 
road surrounding the foun-
tain at Civic Square will 
be closed to vehicles. Bi-
cycling to the event is en-
couraged.

http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
https://rocksmediahouse.smugmug.com/2024-2025-School-Year/Graduation-2025
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Hamilton County Veterans Community Page
What a Great Time to Live In Hamilton County  

Hamilton County, Indiana, already one of the best counties to live in the USA, has the second (Carmel) and the fourth (Fishers) and the 50th  
top ranked city (Noblesville) within it’s borders and we are doing so much more that will help us lead the nation in not only caring for our 
Military Veteran Community but for all residents in Hamilton County!! May 2025 is not only a time for Racers and Pacers to kiss the bricks 
and kick the Knicks, it’s also time for building Stronger Veterans and Stronger Communities, which is exactly what we are doing. 
 

Stronger Veterans Stronger Communities Coalition 
In 2020, the Hamilton County Health Department and our local leaders saw a spike in our Veteran 
suicide numbers so we started bringing together city, county and state departments, as well as 
people and organizations who wanted to step up and make a difference. We created the Stronger 
Veterans Stronger Communities Coalition (SVSC) for the prevention of suicide in our Military, 
Veterans, their families and caregivers. This new non-profit was created under A Healthier 
Hamilton County: Systems of Care with Kristen Ludeker-Seibert as our leader.  
 
With the development of foundational leadership, who have ties all across the state, we developed 
partnerships and affiliations with many Veteran-serving and community-serving entities which has 
built a robust, ever-growing Coalition working to connect our Hamilton County Military Veteran 
community (MVC) and ALL residents to the resources they need in their time of that need. We 
know that to reach those of our MVC who are not connected – they don’t go to their American 
Legions or VFWs, they don’t wear Veteran related hats and they don’t know of the benefits, 
services they have earned – we need to reach into our whole community to inform all residents of 
what resources, services are here and how to connect with them so we all can get answers to our 
questions, needs and concerns. The hope is that as we all gain a better understanding of how to 
find the resources needed, we will also be more open with our neighbors, cousins, aunts and 
uncles so we may assist others in their time of need, thus creating stronger communities because 
we are creating stronger Veterans….. 
 

Please check their website to learn more about the great things they are doing here in Hamilton County and see how you too may join this 
awesome coalition. Website is https://hamiltoncountyinsvsc.org/ and contact is at info@hamiltoncountyinsvsc.org  
 
Stronger Veterans Stronger Communities engages our Military Veteran community by keeping them connected, educated about local resources, 
and fostering bonds to a greater community where we all can live a more fulfilled life here at home, Hamilton County! 
 

Hamilton County’s NEW Resource Connector Website www.navigatehc.org  
 

Thanks to the partnership between our Hamilton County leaders and the Stronger Veterans 
Stronger Communities Coalition, Hamilton County is getting access to a FREE website called NavigateHC.org. It 
will connect all residents to the resources, services and benefits they hopefully will ever need or want. With 
NavigateHC.org, Hamilton County is going to lead the nation in creating a stronger more connected community, thus, 
we are all able to live a more fulfilled life here at home.  
 
To reach our Veterans who were not connected who might be in that dark place, we decided to include the resources 
and services that all Hamilton County residents might need to resolve their issues, wants and concerns. By bringing 
these resources, services and benefits to every resident, the hope is we will share them with our family, friends and 
neighbors and help them get connected. To make this as simple as possible, with the help from Logic-Square, Tim 
Branyan and Silouan Green, we created a resource generator website that may be accessed on your computer or right 
on your phone. Something that you can search for and connect with the resource you needed immediately…, 
NavigateHC.org!! 
 
May 28, 2025 Hamilton County is launching this great tool that you may share with your families, friends and 
neighbors. It brings all the local, state and federal resources, services and benefits that serve our residents here in 
Hamilton County to one site, and within 4 clicks you will be talking with the person who can answer your questions.   
 
A screen shot of the phone version home page is to the left. From this screen you may select “GET RESOURCES” to 
select your zipcode (I select the all zipcode box) then select the resource group you need from the list and select 

SEARCH. It brings up a vetted list of all the resources with their information and how to contact them. If you would rather get assistance 
from a real person, select “CONNECT TO A NAVIGATOR”. Navigators are live and local for your assistance during the day or you may 
enter your info and they will contact you within 24 hours (If you or a loved one are in a crisis, dial 988). The third choice is for all our 
resources and services who wish to help our community, so they may enter all their information by selecting “JOIN RESOURCE 
DATABASE” where it will be vetted and added to our resource list. 
 
So, for example, if you are a Veteran and need to connect with eligible services, VHA, VBA, housing, food pantry locations, support 
groups, local veteran clubs, mental health services, treatment services, housing, or employment, this site will be very beneficial for you. 
And did I mention,,, It’s FREE to all residents in Hamilton County!! 
 
NavigateHC.org is still in the infant stage as we are building the resource lists and adding navigators. If your agency or organization helps 
our Hamilton County Indiana residents and you wish to be on the resource list, please click on the “Join Resource List” button to add your 
info. If you would like to help by signing up to be a navigator, please contact Monica Greer at monica.greer@hamiltoncounty.in.gov and 
she will set you up to be trained. 

Hamilton County Veteran Service 
Organizations 

Hamilton County Veteran Service 
Officers 
317-776-9610  Hours – 9am-4pm Weekdays 
CVSO – Tom Logan  
Tom.logan@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  
Assistant CVSO – Robin Wilson 
robin.wilson@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Assistant CVSO – Caroline Franz 
caroline.franz@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Admin Assistant – Christina Ellis 
christina.ellis@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

 
Weekend Breakfast - Carmel American Legion 

 

Hamilton County Military Veteran  
Coffee With a Vet Last Saturday of the Month 8-9am 

 
 

Activities & Events 
June 6, 12pm to 4pm Hamilton County Community 

Health & Resource Fair – Over 100 Resources 
Including the VA, VHA, VBA All In One Place

 

When weather is unpredictable, you can trust
Your Hometown Weatherman!

http://navigatehc.org
https://hamiltoncountyinsvcs.org
mailto:info%40hamiltoncountyinsvsc.org?subject=
http://paulpoteet.com
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Meijer dropping
prices on more than 70
summer grocery staples
Submitted

Meijer is dropping pric-
es on more than 70 Meijer 
brand grocery essentials this 
summer to help customers 
who continue to feel the 
pinch of inflation.

Items included in the 
10-week promotion, which 
offers discounts up to 60 
percent off, include Meijer 
brand food and drinks pop-
ular with Midwest families 
during the summer months: 
hot dog and burger buns, 
potato chips, lemonade, 
freezer pops, ingredients to 
make s’mores, and canned 
goods for summer picnics 
like baked beans.

“Meijer understands 
customers are looking for 
value now more than ever 
before, especially during the 
summer months of cook-
outs, camping, and kids 
home from school,” said 
Don Sanderson, Chief Mer-
chandising & Marketing 
Officer. “This promotion 
underscores our dedication 
to bringing ‘more good to 
life’ at great prices, ensuring 
families can find affordable 
and reliable options across 
every aisle.”  

Discounted prices are 
valid through July 19. A few 
of the Meijer brand items 

included in the summer pro-
motion include:

• Freezer pops, 24-pack: 
$1.99

• Graham crackers: $2
• Chocolate bar six-

pack: $4
• Marshmallows: $1
• Quenchers enhanced 

water, one liter: $0.69
• Hot dog and hamburg-

er buns, eight-count: $1.39
• Bottled purified water 

24-pack: $2.99
• Lemonade, 52 ounces: 

$1.99
• Canned maple cured 

baked beans, 28 ounces, 
$1.69

For additional sav-
ings, Meijer encourages 
customers to use mPerks, 
the Meijer app that allows 
customers to earn points on 
every dollar spent. These 
points can be redeemed for 
in-store coupons or used 
for additional savings on 
fuel at Meijer Express gas 
stations. Additionally, the 
mPerks program allows 
customers to earn savings 
on the products they pur-
chase most in the “hand-
picked offers” section of 
coupons in the app.

Customers can find all 
items included in the pro-
motion at meijer.com.

ATI presents Titanic: The 
Musical for two nights only
The REPORTER

The musical winner of 
five Tony Awards, including 
Best Musical, Best Score 
and Best Book, Titanic: The 
Musical is being presented 
by Actors Theatre of Indi-
ana (ATI) for two nights 
only: June 20 and 21.

This stunning musical, 
written by Maury Yeston 
and Peter Stone, follows the 
story of the “unsinkable” 
RMS Titanic and her ill-fat-
ed passengers.

From the poorest of im-
migrants, looking for a new 
life in America, to the elite 
members of upper-class so-
ciety such as Guggenheim, 
Astor, and Straus, this epic 
production with its soaring 
score, captures moments of 
triumph, tragedy, and heart-
breaking intimacy aboard 
“The Ship of Dreams.”

Making the perfor-
mance even more memora-
ble, the Indy Arts Chorale 
and members of the Carmel 
Symphony Orchestra will 
join ATI for the evening.

For two nights only at 
the beautiful Payne & Men-
cias Palladium at the Allied 
Solutions Center for the 
Performing Arts in Carmel, 
this is a theatrical event not 
to be missed.

Get your tickets at ati-
stage.org or by calling the 
Allied Solutions Center for 
the Performing Arts’ box of-
fice at (888) 684-3582.

Beef & Boards 
Dinner Theatre 
continues its out-
standing season 
with Disney's fam-
ily-friendly The 
Little Mermaid. 
Based on Hans 
Christian Anders-
en’s fantasy story 
from 1837 – the 
tale of mermaid 
Ariel’s transformation into 
a human – has been offered 
as an animated Disney film 
(1989) and as a live action 
remake (2023) as well as the 
Broadway musical version, 
which opened in 2008.

B&B’s production is 
lavishly rendered by direc-
tor Elizabeth Payne and her 
technical crew, including set 
designer Michael Layton, 
lighting designer Ryan Ko-
harchik and costumes (mag-
nificent costumes!) from 
MSMT Costumes. Sound de-
sign by Daniel Hasselbrock 
and projections by Rick 
Frendt complete the illusions 
for the piece.

A stellar cast is led by 
Sarah Daniels as Ariel, with 
Josh Alvarez as Prince Eric 
and Michael Ray Fisher as 
Sebastian. Ms. Daniels re-

vives her role from 
B&B’s 2019 pro-
duction and is per-
fect in her sweet 
portrayal while 
Alvarez, in his 
Beef debut, is the 
perfectly-match-
ing prince. As a 
romantic couple, 
they are enchant-
ing. Everything 

about them – their looks, 
voices, and actions are pleas-
ing to watch and to hear. 
Fisher’s Sebastian adds mirth 
and frenzy in a notable turn. 

The supporting per-
formers are delightful as 
well. Young Asher Ortman 
is a very polished Floun-
der, Chris Trombetta offers 
a comically flighty Scuttle, 
Joshua William Grees com-
mands as King Triton, and 
Craig Underwood goes all 
out silly as Chef Louis. Ed-
die Curry adds a solid pres-
ence as Prince Eric’s guard-
ian Grimsby, while six very 
talented ladies perform as 
Ariel’s sisters. The quality of 
vocal performances is high 
throughout the show, and Jill 
Stewart’s musical direction 
is a strong contributor to that.

There are villains, of 

course, and Chelsea Hooker 
is a wonderfully nasty Ursu-
la, alongside her minions, the 
evil electric eels played by 
Riley Dominiak and Gabriel 
Kanai Nakata. 

There are some terrific 
production numbers, sharp-
ly choreographed by Sally 
Scharbrough and Jennifer 
Ladner. “Under the Sea” is 
visually outstanding, much 
fun is shown by the gulls’ 
tap-dance filled “Positoovi-
ty,” and “Kiss the Girl” is a 
colorful blast of funny char-
acters. 

Bottom line: As family 
fare, this offering by B&B 

is a big winner. The children 
around where I sat were en-
tranced and excited by what 
they saw. Visually, musically 
and talent wise, I feel this 
is one of the best musical 
productions I have seen at 
Beef and Boards in the many 
years I have been attending 
shows there.

The Little Mermaid con-
tinues at B&B through July 
13. Dates and times for perfor-
mances can be found by call-
ing (317) 872-9664 or by vis-
iting BeefAndBoards.com.

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.

KEN KLINGENMEIER
A Seat on the Aisle

COLUMNIST

Photo by Rob Slaven / IndyGhostLight.com
Ariel (Sarah Daniels) meets Prince Eric (Josh Alvarez).

Head under the sea for one
of the best shows in years

Graphic provided by The Great American Songbook Foundation

Submitted
Spring is in full bloom, 

and summer is just around 
the corner. As students ev-
erywhere say goodbye to 
their classmates and cele-
brate graduation, The Great 
American Songbook Foun-
dation welcomes a new 

beginning of its own: the 
arrival of The Songbook 
Academy Class of 2025.

Hailing from 31 cities 
across 13 states, this talent-
ed group of rising stars is 
ready to take the stage. 

• Helena Badiali, 
Doylestown, Pa., Central 
Bucks High School East

• Ava Baker, New Alba-
ny, Ohio, New Albany High 
School 

• Lucy Bollier, Los An-
geles, Calif., Calabasas 
High School

• Marth Glenn Bowers, 
High Point, N.C., Penn-Grif-
fin School for the Arts

• Tiffany Chamberlain, 
Hatfield, Pa., Pennridge 
High School 

• Sadie Cohen, Carmel, 
Carmel High School 

• Morgan Grace Champ, 
Salt Lake City, Utah, Sky-
line High School 

• Emily Grace Chavez, 
Los Angeles, Calif., Van 
Nuys High School 

• Georgia Dadekian, 
Burbank, Calif., John Bur-
roughs High School 

• Jane Delahoussaye, 
Sugar Land, Texas, Logos 
Preparatory Academy 

• Madeleine Delbridge, 
Pasadena, Calif., Polytech-
nic School 

• Noelle Duncan, Ko-
komo, Ind., Kokomo High 
School 

• Aarthi Eswaran, 
Westfield, Carmel High 
School 

• Eliza Griffey, Se-
wanee, Tenn., Saint An-
drews-Sewanee School

• Grady Griffin, Carm-
el, Carmel High School 

• Isaiah Henderson, Car-
mel, Carmel High School 

• Madeline Hogan, Win-
ter Garden, Fla., Montverde 
Academy 

• Mia Kadar, Dublin, 
Ohio, Dublin Coffman High 

School 
• Claire Kauffman, Zi-

onsville, Zionsville Com-
munity High School 

• Ali Kosteck, Frankfort, 
Ill., Lincoln-Way East High 
School 

• Zac Kowal, Palmetto 
Bay, Fla., Miami Palmetto 
Senior High School 

• Ethan Mathais, Ada, 
Mich., Michigan Interna-
tional Prep School 

• Kayleigh McCarter, 
Houston, Texas, Houston 
School Performing Visual Arts 

• Soren McLaughlin, 
Noblesville, Noblesville 
High School

• Krishaa Motycka, 
Carmel, Carmel High 
School 

• Carly Rose Mulay, 
Portage, Mich., Portage 
Central High School 

• Adrienne Nicastro, 
Huntingdon Valley, Pa., 
Lower Moreland High 
School 

• Rika Nishikawa, Chi-
cago, Ill., Homeschool 

• Sophie O'Toole, Med-
field, Mass., Medfield High 
School 

• Dilan Patton, Los 
Angeles, Calif., Van Nuys 
High School 

• Mia Rettig, Indianapo-
lis, Park Tudor School 

• Connor Ruckman, Los 
Angeles, Calif., Van Nuys 
High School 

• William Daniel Rus-
sell, Westwood, Mass., 
Westwood High School 

• Phoebe Sidebottom, 
Zionsville, Zionsville 
Community High School 

• Ikepo Soyinka, Brain-
tree, Mass., Cats Academy 
Boston 

• Kellyssa Rose Vincent, 
West Palm Beach, Fla., Ox-
bridge Academy 

• Jacob Volker, Nash-
ville, Tenn., Nashville 
School of the Arts 

• Thomas Whitten, No-
blesville, Whitten Homes-
chool 

• Maddox Wood, Webb 
City, Mo., Webb City High 
School 

• Journee Woodley, 
Westfield, Westfield High 
School

Get your tickets
Spring into action to re-

serve your tickets now for 
the public performances 
during Songbook Academy 
Week, held at the Payne 
& Mencias Palladium and 
available both in person 
and via livestream. Tickets 
are available now for these 
must-see events.

Songbook Showcase 
Thursday, July 17 at 7 p.m.

Payne & Mencias
Palladium

All 40 participants will 
each perform a solo on the 
Payne & Mencias Palladi-
um stage. The evening also 
includes special perfor-
mances by Michael Fein-
stein and guest mentor and 
Broadway star Nikki Renée 
Daniels.

• Tickets: Pay-what-
you-can (minimum $5 for 
in-person attendees) 

• Livestream: Pay-what-
you-can (no minimum)

Songbook Academy 
in Concert 

Saturday, July 19 at 7 p.m.
Payne & Mencias 

Palladium
Michael Feinstein re-

turns to the stage to emcee 
as all 40 singers perform 
choral numbers, small group 
ensembles and featured so-
los, celebrating their growth 
over the week and paying 
tribute to iconic composers 
and lyricists of the Great 
American Songbook.

• Tickets: Starting at 
$25 for in-person attendees. 

• Livestream: Pay-what-
you-can (no minimum)

New season, new stars: a celebration 
of talent & timeless tunes in Carmel

HYPERION PRESENTS

ROCKET
MAN

a play by
Steven Dietz

HYPERION PRESENTS

ROCKET
MAN

a play by
Steven Dietz

...have ridiculous beginnings.
All great deeds...

MAY 29 - JUNE 1, 2025
Switch Theatre
Fishers, IN

HYPERIONPLAYERS.COM
Tickets and more info at

https://www.meijer.com/shopping/c/collections/meijer-brand-summer-essentials.html
https://atistage.org/
https://atistage.org/
http://www.beefandboards.com/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
http://indyghostlight.com/
https://thesongbook.org/songbookshowcase25
https://thecenterpresents.org/songbookacademy
https://thecenterpresents.org/songbookacademy
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AI integration: friend or foe? 
(Spoiler: it’s mostly a friend)

Artificial In-
telligence has 
officially gradu-
ated from buzz-
word status to 
workplace es-
sential. Across 
industries, AI is 
boosting produc-
tivity, automat-
ing routine tasks, 
and freeing up 
time for teams to focus on 
what really matters, like 
thinking, collaborating, or 
finishing that second cup 
of coffee before noon. And 
while some worry about the 
impact on jobs, the bigger 
story is how AI is changing 
the nature of work, not can-
celing it altogether.

To stay ahead, work-
ers should embrace AI as 
a helpful assistant, not a 
sneaky job thief. While 
AI tackles the repetitive, 

click-heavy stuff, 
humans bring 
brainpower, crit-
ical thinking, 
creativity, and 
emotional intel-
ligence, which 
truly move the 
needle. In short, 
AI isn’t here to 
take your job … 
just the boring 

parts you probably didn’t 
love anyway.

So, is AI replacing 
jobs? Technically, yes. But 
it’s also creating new ones. 
According to the World 
Economic Forum, AI is 
expected to eliminate 85 
million jobs by 2025, but 
it’s also projected to cre-
ate 97 million new roles in 
their place. Tasks like data 
entry may be on the way 
out, but careers focused on 
strategy, leadership, and 

human-centered problem 
solving are on the rise. 
A thoughtful approach to 
change management can 
help teams step into these 
new roles with confidence 
and maybe even a little ex-
citement.

The future of work 
is shaping up to be less 
about busy work and more 
about big picture thinking. 
AI can analyze data, but 
it can’t dream up the next 
big idea. It can answer 
questions, but it still can’t 
lead a team meeting with-
out accidentally schedul-
ing it during lunch. And 
while it might be great at 
spotting patterns, only hu-
mans can give those pat-
terns meaning.

One of the coolest 
things AI is doing? Making 
work more inclusive and 
accessible. With tools like 

voice-to-text for smoother 
communication and smart 
office systems that adjust 
lighting and temperature 
for comfort, AI is making 
it easier for everyone to 
thrive. Even scheduling 
meetings has become less 
of a group sport thanks to 
intelligent tools that some-
how find that one open slot 
no one else noticed.

AI isn’t a foe, it’s a tool. 
And like any good tool, 
it’s all about how you use 
it. The teams that embrace 
the shift, keep learning, and 
lean into what humans do 
best will be the ones shap-
ing the future of work.

Stay tuned for the next 
edition of “Patty’s Point of 
View,” where workplace 
trends are always made 
clear, current, and served 
with a side of fun – no 
snooze fests.

PATTY CLARK
Patty’s Point of View

COLUMNIST

Delivering results 
for Hoosiers: real 
reform, real relief

With the pas-
sage of the state’s 
next two-year 
budget, the 2025 
legislative session 
come to a close 
late last month. 
Despite a pro-
jected $2 billion 
revenue shortfall, 
we passed a bal-
anced, fiscally 
responsible budget that pro-
tects taxpayers, strengthens 
public safety and invests in 
our future.

As your state senator, 
I’m pleased to share that 
several impactful bills I au-
thored were signed into law, 
each designed to make life 
better for Hoosiers across 
our state.

Property tax relief
Rising local property 

taxes have burdened home-
owners in recent years. 
That’s why I authored Sen-
ate Enrolled Act 1, the flag-
ship property tax relief bill 
of the session. SEA 1 will 
save Indiana homeowners 
$1.3 billion over the next 
three years.

Next year, two-thirds of 
homeowners will see a low-
er tax bill than they do to-
day, and nearly all will pay 
less than they would have 
under previous law. Every 
homestead will receive up 
to $300 in additional cred-
its, with targeted relief for 
seniors, disabled Hoosiers, 
and veterans.

Just as important, SEA 
1 adds transparency to the 
local budgeting process by 
requiring elected officials 
to publicly vote on local 
property tax rates each 
year.

This is meaningful, di-
rect relief for working Hoo-
sier families and retirees 
that still ensures our schools 
and communities remain 
well-funded.

Ensuring 
responsible 
use of your 
tax dollars
To ensure 

your tax dollars 
are spent wisely, I 
authored SEA 5 to 
increase legisla-
tive oversight and 
accountability in 
state government. 

SEA 5 improves how state 
agencies spend tax dollars 
and manage federal funds, 
boosts workforce efficien-
cy and reinforces a simple 
idea: government exists to 
serve Hoosiers – not itself.

Protecting Hoosiers 
from foreign influence

In today’s ever-chang-
ing media environment, 
transparency is critical. 
That’s why I authored leg-
islation requiring media 
entities operating in Indiana 
to disclose any foreign own-
ership, funding, or content 
sourcing.

This commonsense 
measure helps ensure that 
Hoosiers know who is be-
hind the information they 
consume, strengthening the 
integrity our state’s media 
environment.

Improving support 
for our veterans

As a veteran, I under-
stand the challenges many 
face when navigating ben-
efits and support systems. 
I authored SEA 433 to 
improve the training and 
performance standards of 
veterans service officers 
(VSOs) across Indiana.

Far too often, inconsis-
tent local support has left 
veterans without the help 
they’ve earned. 

This bill ensures that 
when veterans walk into a 
VSO office, they’ll get the 
help they deserve.

scott baldwin
State Senator

GUEST COLUMNIST

See Baldwin . . . Page 10

Merchants Bank welcomes Ronald 
Brown as new Mortgage Loan Originator
The REPORTER

Merchants Bank an-
nounced last Friday that 
Ronald Brown has joined the 
lending team as a Mortgage 
Loan Originator. He will 
be based out of the Bank’s 
headquarters in Carmel.

Brown, an industry vet-
eran, has dedicated nearly 
30 years of his career to 
the residential mortgage 
lending industry, support-
ing clients throughout the 
purchasing, construction, 
and refinancing processes. 
Prior to joining Merchants, 
he served as a mortgage 
loan officer with BMO Har-
ris Bank, and most recent-
ly, with Indiana Members 
Credit Union. Throughout 

these positions, 
Brown height-
ened his expertise 
in conventional, 
VA, and FHA 
loan origination.

As a Mortgage 
Loan Originator 
with Merchants 
Bank, Brown will 
support a range of 
customers through each of 
their unique home financ-
ing needs. Whether working 
with first-time or experi-
enced homebuyers, Brown’s 
proficiency and commitment 
to customer care are clear 

markers of a trans-
parent and trusted 
advisor for any 
prospective client 
looking to take 
key steps toward 
homeownership. 

“ R o n a l d ’ s 
b a c k g r o u n d 
in Central and 
Northeast Indiana 

will prove to be crucial in our 
team’s growth,” said Ronald 
Berry, Senior Vice President 
of Retail Mortgage Sales at 
Merchants Mortgage, a di-
vision of Merchants Bank. 
“His exceptional under-

standing of the needs and 
demands of clients within 
these areas will improve our 
team’s ability to meet them 
where they are and support 
them on the path to owning 
their dream home. He is a 
perfect fit for the team as we 
continue to grow our foot-
print and presence through-
out the state.”

Brown attended Purdue 
University Fort Wayne, 
formerly Indiana Universi-
ty-Purdue University Fort 
Wayne, where he pursued 
higher education in busi-
ness management and com-
munications.

To learn more about 
Merchants Bank, visit 
BankMerchants.com.

Brown

Thanks for reading The Reporter!

https://www.stonycreekcoc.com/
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2025/bills/senate/1/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2025/bills/senate/1/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2025/bills/senate/5/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2025/bills/senate/433/details
http://www.bankmerchants.com/
https://readthereporter.com
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BIDDING OPENS: Saturday, May 17th @ Noon
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, May 31st @ 6pm

PREVIEW DATES:  Thursday, May 29th from Noon - 6pm
PICK-UP DAYS: Monday, June 2nd Noon - 6pm

Tuesday, June 3rd Noon - 6pm
Coins, Morgan Dollars; Silver Certificates; Advertising & Signs;  Marbles, Fiesta Dishes; Pottery, St. Clair & Joe Rice; 
Lily of the Valley Collection; China, Cast Iron, Padlocks,; Antiques & Rarities; Costume Jewelry; Arrowheads; Black 
Americana; Ashton-Drake Dolls; Snowbabies Collection; Longaberger; 60” Wood Carved Cigar Indian; 12-Volt John 
Deere Tractor; (w/ Loader & Trailer); Vintage Barbie Dolls ; & Accessories; Baby, Toddler & Children’s Toys; Military 
Uniforms & Jackets; ; Furniture, Curio Cabinets; Vintage Trunks;  Kitchen & Household; Small Appliances; Wear-
Ever Stock Pots ; (100 gt, 65-qt. & 24-qt); Electronics, Home Decor; Bedding & Soft Goods; Party Supplies, Holiday 
Decor; Intex 15’x48” Swimming Pool; Fishing & Camping Supplies; Bowflex Xtreme 2 Home Gym; Hand Tools, 
Power Tools; Lawn & Garden Tools; Kobalt, Craftsman; Chicago-Electric Arc Welder; Welding Table & Accessories; 
Shop Work Benches; Titan Comm. Trash Pump; Titan Industrial Generator; Ladders, JET Dust Collector; Troy-Bilt 
5550 Generator; Small Air Compressors; Cyclone Paint Shaker; Hobart Wire Welder; Shop Smith; Workman 350 II 
Multimixer; Stihl Chainsaw, Pole Saw & Weedeaters; Snapper Snowblower; Troy-Bilt Super Bronco Tiller; County Line 
3-pt. Auger; Ford & Dodge Truck Beds; 1945 FarmAll M; 1951 FarmAll M; 2015 John Deere D130; Riding Mower w/ 
42” Deck (200 hours); 2025 Hustler Dash HD ; Zero Turn Mower w/ 42” Deck ; (Brand New w/ only 0.6 hours); 1996 
Ford Explorer; 19’ Skyjack Scissor Lift
To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

ON-LINE PUBLIC AUCTION 
for

BILL BUTNER, BRIAN & SHERRI TALBERT, MATHEWS
AG and LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

COINS, MORGAN DOLLARS, MORE

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF DECLARATORY RESOLUTION AND 
PUBLIC HEARING RELATED TO THE DESIGNATION OF AN 

ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA IN THE CITY OF WESTFIELD, 
INDIANA

Notice is hereby given that on May 27, 2025, the Common Council of the 
City of Westfield, Indiana (the “Common Council”), adopted a resolution 
entitled “A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Westfield, Indiana 
Regarding the Amendment of an Economic Revitalization Area” (the “Declaratory 
Resolution”). You are further notified that the Common Council will hold a public 
hearing to consider confirming, modifying and confirming, or rescinding the 
Declaratory Resolution.

The Common Council previously adopted Resolution No. 19-121 on September 
9, 2019, as subsequently confirmed by Resolution No. 19-125 adopted by 
the Council on October 14, 2019, following a public hearing, designating 
an area whose boundaries are located within the corporate boundaries of the 
City generally located on the northeast corner of 196th Street and East Street, 
Westfield, Indiana, to be an economic revitalization area under the Indiana Code 
6-1.1-12.1-1, et. seq., as amended (the “Act”), known as the Northpoint Business 
Park Economic Revitalization Area (the “Original Area”). The Declaratory 
Resolution designates an additional parcel adjacent to the Original Area (the 
“Expansion Area”) to be an economic revitalization area pursuant to the Act, in 
which property owners and lessees in the Expansion Area making application to 
the City pursuant to the Act, if subsequently approved by the Common Council 
pursuant to the Act, may receive real property tax abatement and/or personal 
property tax abatement pursuant to the applicable procedures of the Act. A copy 
of the Declaratory Resolution, which includes a description of the Expansion 
Area, is available for inspection in the office of the City’s Director of Economic 
Development and at the Hamilton County Assessor’s Office.

The public hearing will be held on June 9, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. (local time), in the 
Assembly room of the Westfield City Hall, located at 130 Penn Street, Westfield, 
Indiana, 46074. At the public hearing, the Common Council will receive and 
hear all remonstrances and objections from interested persons with respect to the 
Declaratory Resolution. After considering the evidence, the Common Council 
will take final action determining whether the qualifications for an economic 
revitalization area have been met and confirming, modifying and confirming, or 
rescinding the Declaratory Resolution. This determination will be final, subject to 
certain rights to appeal under I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-2.5.

COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WESTFIELD, INDIANA
R6229	 5/28/25, 6/2/25

— Westfield —

Notice
The Arcadia Town Council will hold an executive session on Monday, June 2, 

2025 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(D) the purchase or lease of real 
property by the governing body up to the time a contract or option to purchase or 
lease is executed by the parties. This will be located at the Arcadia Town Hall 208 
W. Main Street Arcadia, IN 46030.
R6237	 5/28/25, 6/2/25

— Arcadia —

Meeting Notices
Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) The Hamilton County Board of Commis-

sioners meeting scheduled for Friday, June 6, 2025, has been canceled.

The Atlanta Town Council will meet in an executive session at 9 a.m. 
Saturday, May 31, 2025, at Atlanta Town Hall, 105 E. Main St., pursuant 
to IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(9) To discuss a job performance evaluation of indi-
vidual employees.  This subdivision does not apply to a discussion of the 
salary, compensation, or benefits of employees during a budget process.

A special meeting will follow immediately after the executive session 
in the same location.

Expanding opportunities 
for National 

Guard members
We took steps to better 

support the Indiana Nation-
al Guard. New legislation 
expands educational and 
financial benefits for Guard 
members and their families, 
including broader education 
benefits that cover appren-
ticeships, workforce cre-
dentials and certifications 
– not just traditional college 
– expanded workers’ com-
pensation eligibility and en-
hanced financial support for 
the families of those who 
die in service. 

These reforms strength-
en our Guard and help build 
a workforce to meet our 
state’s needs.
Responsibly lowering 

income taxes 
Building on previous 

reforms, we passed a mech-

anism to further reduce 
Indiana’s already-low and 
lowering income tax rate be-
yond 2027. Starting in 2030, 
the rate will continue to drop 
incrementally – eventually 
to 2.75 percent – when eco-
nomic conditions allow. 

This ensures Indiana re-
mains a top destination for 
families, entrepreneurs, and 
businesses looking to grow.

You can view a full list 
of the bills I authored and 
supported this session at 
iga.in.gov.

Although the legislative 
session has ended, my work 
on your behalf continues 
every day. I welcome your 
thoughts, ideas, and con-
cerns. Please reach out any-
time at IndianaSenateRe-
publicans.com/Baldwin.

Thank you for the honor 
of serving you in the Indi-
ana Senate.

Baldwin
from Page 9

Go beyond the stage at Allied Solutions 
Center for the Performing Arts

Submitted
Explore these opportu-

nities for education at Car-
mel’s Allied Solutions Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts. 
For more information and 
to purchase tickets for these 
events, keep reading or go 
to TheCenterPresents.org.

Jungle Jams camp 
starts July 21

Does your child have 
a knack for rhythm? Don’t 
they all? Youngsters ages 5 
to 7 can cultivate those in-
stincts into budding talents 
during the annual Jungle 
Jams music camp, which 
this year runs 9 to 11:30 
a.m. July 21 to 25.

Led by instructor “Miss 
Lisa” (a.k.a. “Groove 
Lady”) of Bongo Boy Mu-
sic School, campers are 
introduced to common in-
struments and basic musical 
concepts while enjoying fun 
physical activities and even 
making their own simple in-
struments to take home.

Here's a charming 
video recap from a few 
years back, and you can 
read more and register your 
camper here.

Prism Project 
in the spotlight

Everyone has an artis-
tic statement to make, and 
that’s the cool truth behind 
the Prism Project, the 
Center’s performing arts 
day camp for youth with a 
range of physical, sensory, 
and cognitive disabilities. 
Professional instructors and 
volunteer “Buddies” pro-
vide one-on-one guidance 
as the campers channel their 
talents and interests into an 
original stage production.

The third year of the 
Prism Project at Allied 
Solutions Center is getting 
underway, with the culmi-
nating performance set for 
June 22 at the Studio The-
ater. Carmel Monthly maga-
zine writer Janelle Morrison 
has a story about the origins 
of the program, as well as a 
quick tour of other educa-
tion and outreach programs 
at Allied Solutions Center.

Behold the mighty 
four-string wonder
The seemingly humble 

ukulele can be a powerful, 
versatile, expressive instru-
ment in the right hands*, 

and it’s also a great starter 
ride for people who have 
never played music before. 
Hundreds, perhaps thou-
sands, of your friends and 
neighbors have joined Uke 
Nation (figuratively speak-
ing, not an actual thing) 
through the array of uku-
lele classes offered here at 
Allied Solutions Center.

A new section of Begin-
ner Ukulele, recommended 
for ages 14 and up, runs July 
9 to Aug. 6 under the guid-
ance of local singer-song-
writer Meghan Cristeen 
Martin. Give it a shot, and if 
you have what it takes (fin-
gers, etc.), you can move up 
to General and Advanced 
classes.

*The “right hands” 
certainly include those of 
Jake Shimabukuro, just 
announced as part of the 
upcoming season.

In other news . . .
• Stand-Up Comedy 

Practicum is a four-week 
course for graduates of In-
tro to Stand-Up Comedy, 
and it’s proving just as pop-
ular. This summer’s session 
sold out almost immediate-
ly after going on sale. If you 
want a taste, the advanced 
students will present their 
graduation performance 

Aug. 15 at the Studio The-
ater (on sale soon).

• The Palladium Book-
ies reading club will meet 
June 9 at the Payne & Men-
cias Palladium to discuss 
Shy: The Alarmingly Out-
spoken Memoirs of Mary 
Rodgers by the author/com-
poser daughter of Broad-
way legend Richard Rodg-
ers. Next up on Aug. 11 is 
Marjorie Morningstar by 
Herman Wouk, the tale of a 
young woman’s adventures 
amid the 1930s New York 
art and literary scene.

Photo provided
Although all spots for this year’s Prism Project have been claimed, you can still see the June 22 
performance. Get your tickets at TheCenterPresents.org.

https://www.cripesauction.com/
https://www.iga.in.gov/
https://www.indianasenaterepublicans.com/Baldwin
https://www.indianasenaterepublicans.com/Baldwin
https://thecenterpresents.org/
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2526/center-education/jungle-jams
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2526/center-education/jungle-jams
https://tinyurl.com/3u2j43ue
https://tinyurl.com/3u2j43ue
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2526/center-education/jungle-jams
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/child/the-prism-project
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2425/center-education/prism-project-performance
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2425/center-education/prism-project-performance
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2425/center-education/prism-project-performance
https://carmelmonthlymagazine.com/celebrating-ability-through-the-arts-the-prism-project-at-the-center-for-the-performing-arts
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/adult/ukulele-classes
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/adult/ukulele-classes
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2526/center-education/beginner-ukulele-summer-2025
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2526/center-education/beginner-ukulele-summer-2025
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/adult/ukulele-classes
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2526/center-presents/an-evening-with-jake-shimabukuro
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/adult/stand-up-comedy-practicum
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/adult/stand-up-comedy-practicum
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/adult/intro-to-stand-up-comedy
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/adult/intro-to-stand-up-comedy
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/adult/palladium-bookies
https://thecenterpresents.org/learn/adult/palladium-bookies
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/58772710-shy
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/58772710-shy
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/58772710-shy
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/14504.Marjorie_Morningstar
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2425/center-education/prism-project-performance
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

The REPORTER
Learn how to run an 

efficient, effective meeting 
– and earn a digital badge 
– with Indiana University 
Kokomo’s Achieve Im-
prove Master (AIM) micro-
credential program.

Join Edwin Faunce, 
adjunct instructor of com-
munications, from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. June 25 and 
June 26 to learn how to 
use Robert’s Rules of Or-
der and basic parliamen-
tary procedures to run 
meetings, take votes, keep 
minutes, and other skills. 
Registration is open until 
June 18 at this link.

Faunce said the skills 
learned will benefit people 
who serve on public boards 

or nonprofit organizations, 
as well as those who attend 
board meetings and want 
a better understanding of 
how they function so they 
can participate more pro-
ductively.

“If you are on a board, 
you will understand why 
things are done in a certain 
way,” he said. “Having this 
knowledge protects you 
and gives you peace of 
mind that you did what you 
were supposed to do.”

For those attending 
meetings – especially those 
who want to speak or ask 
questions – it provides an 
understanding of the proce-
dures.

“The system is there 
to help everyone have a 

voice, but 
you have to 
do it within 
the rules,” 
F a u n c e 
said. “That’s 
what our 
d e m o c r a -
cy is: You 
get to say 
what you 
want within reason, par-
ticularly to those in pow-
er. There are certain ways 
to do that. Robert’s Rules 
are designed to guide fair 
discussion, nurture an en-
vironment where civil dis-
agreements can thrive, and 
act as a group through votes 
and other mechanisms.”

Faunce said the sessions 
will consist of a short lec-

ture, fol-
lowed by 
role playing 
in simulat-
ed meetings 
with an 
agenda and 
ob j ec t i ve 
to practice 
the skills 
learned. 

“You will get a lot of ex-
perience from it,” he said. 
“If you’re doing 90 min-
utes of six- or seven-minute 
meetings, you’re working 
hard and will definitely 
learn from it.”

The cost is $125 for 
the two-day program. Par-
ticipants who successfully 
complete the sessions will 
receive a verified skills 

digital badge from IU Ko-
komo, which can be used 
on LinkedIn or in a digital 
portfolio. 

The session is part of IU 
Kokomo’s AIM program, 
which offers non-cred-
it-bearing microcredentials 
called badges. Microcre-
dentials are competencies 
or certifications in a topic 
area that can be used to up-
skill and advance in inter-
personal skills or technol-
ogy, or to equip people to 
take on new roles or lever-
age new tools.

IU Kokomo has pre-
viously offered microcre-
dentials in faith community 
nursing and Essentials of 
Leadership. Leah Nellis, 
vice chancellor for inno-

vation and special projects, 
said additional microcre-
dential programs are in de-
velopment and are project-
ed to be available by the fall 
2025 semester. Individuals 
can enroll directly in ex-
isting microcredential pro-
grams. However, programs 
can also be created upon 
request to meet the needs of 
local businesses and orga-
nizations.

Programs can range 
from brief programs to 
year-long or semester-long 
series. They can be deliv-
ered in person, by video 
conference, online, or in a 
hybrid format. 

For more information 
contact Nellis at lmnellis@
iu.edu.

Submitted by Office of 
Governor Mike Braun

Secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Agricul-
ture Brooke Rollins has 
signed Indiana’s waiver to 
remove sugary soft drinks 
and candy from the tax-
payer-funded nutrition as-
sistance program, SNAP. 

“More taxpayer-fund-
ed SNAP dollars are spent 

on sugary drinks and can-
dy than on fruits and veg-
etables,” Gov. Mike Braun 
said. “Indiana is proud to 
lead the way in the Make 
America Healthy Again 
agenda by making this 
common sense move to 
return the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram to its intended pur-
pose: nutrition.”

Soda is the 
number one 
commodity pur-
chased with 
SNAP benefits. 
Purchases of 
sugary drinks, 
desserts, and 
candy exceed the 
combined sales 
of fruits and veg-
etables on SNAP. Chil-

dren enrolled in 
SNAP consume 
43 percent more 
sugary drinks 
than non-SNAP 
recipients with 
similar incomes. 

Indiana was 
among the first 
states in the 
country to apply 

for this waiver to remove 

soft drinks and candy from 
SNAP benefits. 

At the event rolling out 
Governor Braun’s Make 
Indiana Healthy Again 
initiative, HHS Secretary 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. said: 

“I urge every gover-
nor across America to fol-
low your lead by signing 
similar executive orders 
in their states to improve 

nutrition standards in 
SNAP, increase transpar-
ency around food dyes 
and additives, implement 
physical fitness tests in 
schools, expand farm-
to-school programs, and 
embrace the full scope of 
your transformative health 
agenda. Together, we can 
Make America Healthy 
Again.”

Learn to lead effective, efficient meetings with IU Kokomo microcredential

Braun

USDA approves Indiana’s waiver to
remove sugary drinks from SNAP benefits

Local News. Local Sports. Local Views. Local Events.
This is Hamilton County’s Hometown Newspaper.

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://expand.iu.edu/browse/iuk-microcreds/courses/roberts-rules-and-parliamentary-procedures
https://kokomo.iu.edu/microcredentials/index.html
mailto:lmnellis%40iu.edu?subject=
mailto:lmnellis%40iu.edu?subject=
https://readthereporter.com
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The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Submit obituaries under 500 words online at 
ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

Today’s Bible Reading
The Ordination of Aaron and His Sons

He then presented the other ram, the ram for 
the ordination, and Aaron and his sons laid their 
hands on its head. Moses slaughtered the ram 
and took some of its blood and put it on the lobe 
of Aaron’s right ear, on the thumb of his right 
hand and on the big toe of his right foot. Moses 
also brought Aaron’s sons forward and put some 
of the blood on the lobes of their right ears, on 
the thumbs of their right hands and on the big 
toes of their right feet. Then he splashed blood 
against the sides of the altar. After that, he took 
the fat, the fat tail, all the fat around the internal 
organs, the long lobe of the liver, both kidneys 
and their fat and the right thigh.

Leviticus 8:22-25 (NIV)
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Welcome home to this 
beautiful brick ranch in 

Harbour Woods! Hard to 
find ranch with over 2,300 

square feet of goodness! 
Large lot features, fully fenced 
backyard, and nice patio area. 

Close to Morse Reservoir!
Listed at $349,900

So many possibilities with this 
18 acre parcel in the heart of 
growing Lapel! Prime tract of 

land has electric and municipal 
water on-site and sewer lines 
nearby. Buyer to do all due 

diligence regarding zoning and 
desired end use of property.

Listed at $664,199 

Almost 2,000 square foot 
brick ranch situated on almost 

half an acre (.45) on the 
Noblesville/Fishers border. 

This home is neat as a pin with 
a versatile floor plan. No HOA 

in Wellington Heights adds 
freedom to live as you wish!

Listed at $339,900

 Over 3,000 square feet of 
goodness to love in this 4BR/ 
3-car garage, beautiful inside-

and-out home near Potters 
Bridge in Noblesville.

Recently painted inside and 
out. This home is better than 
new and ready to be loved!

Listed at $449,900

All investors or owner 
occupant looking to make 

instant equity, this 3BR/2 full 
bath stone ranch just needs a 

little love to bring it back to its 
1957 glory! Home is sold as-is. 

Two parcels included in the 
purchase, 0.34 acre per parcel.

Listed at $144,900

Keith Wayne Garst
September 16, 1940 – May 21, 2025

Keith Wayne Garst, 84, Sheridan, entered this world 
in Tipton County on September 16, 
1940. He passed away on the morn-
ing of Wednesday, May 21, 2025, at 
his daughter’s home in Tipton County, 
surrounded by his loving family.

His parents were James S. & Irene 
E. (Wright) Garst. Keith spent 66 
years married to Betty Ann (Feath-
erstone) Garst, whom he married on 
October 28, 1959, a union that would 

produce five children.
Keith joined his dad in the roofing business before he 

started farming in 1963. He worked for Don Kirby Farms 
for 53 years, retiring in 2016. Keith really enjoyed working 
on the farm. He was a member of East Union Christian 
Church and the Odd Fellows Lodge. Keith attended Jack-
son Central School in Arcadia. When time allowed, Keith 
enjoyed camping, but the most enjoyment he received was 
just spending time with his family.

Survivors besides his wife Betty (who everyone called 
Grandma) include their children, Richard A. Garst and wife 
Tammy, Sheridan, Patricia A. Rowland and husband Jack, 
Tipton, Donald W. “Donnie” Garst and wife Shelly, Arca-
dia, Kevin J. Garst, Atlanta, and Karen S. Handshoe and 
husband Earl, Lagrange. Keith also has four surviving sib-
lings, Gerald Garst and wife Jan, Sheritta, Ariz., Alberta G. 
Whisler, Goldsmith, Dennis G. Garst, Tipton, and Margaret 
I. White and husband Glenn, Kokomo. Keith was blessed 
with 14 grandchildren and 43 great-grandchildren.

Keith was preceded in death by one brother, Charles E. 
Garst, and one sister, Wuanitta G. Phifer, a grandson, Eric 
Garst, and two brothers-in-law, Gene Whisler and Dana 
(Ike) Lockwood.

Visitation and a funeral for Keith was held Tuesday, 
May 27 at East Union Christian Church, 1711 E. 296th St., 
Atlanta, with Revs. Mark Knapp and Rex Dunning presid-
ing. Burial was at Union Cemetery, Hamilton County.

Young-Nichols Funeral Home is honored to be assist-
ing the Garst family. Online condolences for Keith’s family 
may be made on his obituary page at young-nichols.com.

Memorial contributions in Keith’s honor may be made 
to the East Union Christian Church.

Randall Lee Graffis
November 2, 1944 – May 23, 2025

Randall Lee Graffis, 80, Carmel, passed away on Fri-
day, May 23, 2025, at his home. He 
was born on November 2, 1944, to 
the late Everett and Kathryn (Bonges) 
Graffis in Ottawa, Ill.

Randall was an engineer for Eli 
Lilly Company. He enjoyed golfing, 
deer hunting, fishing, traveling, and 
playing with his grandchildren. Ran-
dall was a woodworker and an all-
around fix-it man.

He is survived by his wife, Nancy Graffis; daughters, 
Heather (Angelo) Polizos, Dawn Fernandes, and April (An-
drew) Ozlowski; and his grandchildren, Niko Polizos, Peter 
Polizos, Alissa Ozlowski, Alec Ozlowski, André Ozlowski, 
and Aria Schofield.

Visitation will be from 4 to 7:30 p.m., with a Prayer 
Service beginning at 7:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 28, 
2025, at Randall & Roberts Fishers Mortuary, 12010 Alli-
sonville Road, Fishers.

An additional visitation and service will be held at 
Mueller’s Funeral Home in Ottawa, Illinois, on Thursday, 
May 29, 2025, with a burial mass at St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church, on Friday, May 30, 2025, followed by 
burial at Ottawa Avenue Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may be made to Parkinson’s 
Awareness Association of Central Indiana, Inc., P.O. Box 
19575, Indianapolis, IN 46219 (paaci.org).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Murray Hirschhorn
July 22, 1958 – May 24, 2025

Murray Hirschhorn, 66, Westfield, passed away May 
24, 2025. He was born in Bethpage, 
N.Y., on July 22, 1958, the son of 
the late Herbert and Marilyn (Smith) 
Hirschhorn.

As a 1976 graduate of East Islip 
high school, Murray continued his 
education at Long Island University, 
where he received his bachelor’s de-
gree in accounting. He worked as an 
Insurance Examiner for the New York 

State Insurance Department for 35 years before retiring.
Murray enjoyed playing chess and was an avid read-

er, especially the Bible. He also spent time with fellow 
employees playing bridge. While living at Wellbrooke of 
Westfield, Murray would assist in helping new residents 
who were moving in and getting them adjusted to their en-
vironment. He truly had a tender heart and wanted to serve.

Survivors include his brothers, William (Emma) 
Hirschhorn and Ron (Lisa) Hirschhorn; nieces, Kristine, 
Deborah, and Rebekah Hirschhorn.

The Funeral Service to honor Murray’s life will be held 
at 11 a.m. Thursday, May 29, 2025, at Bussell Family Fu-
nerals, 1621 E. Greyhound Pass, Carmel. Burial will follow 
in Carmel Cemetery.

The family requests in lieu of flowers, donations in 
memory of Murray be given to the Community Bible Fel-
lowship Church – Building Fund, 231 E. 161st St., West-
field, of which Murray was a member. Envelopes will be 
available at the service.

Bussell Family Funerals is privileged to assist the fam-
ily in arrangements.

Condolences: bussellfamilyfunerals.com

Ralph “Pete” Mayfield
May 3, 1936 – May 26, 2025

It is with sincere sorrow that we announce the passing 
of Ralph “Pete” Mayfield, who left us 
on May 26, 2025.

Born on May 3, 1936, in Nobles-
ville, Ralph lived a full life filled with 
love, labor, and laughter. A man of 
many talents, he was a proud member 
of the Jackson Central Class of 1953, 
and he spent many years as a dedicat-
ed construction worker, retiring from 
Dallman Construction. His strong 

hands helped shape the landscape of our beloved city, in-
cluding the construction of the pyramids in Indianapolis.

Ralph was a man of simple pleasures. He loved flea 
markets, shopping with his dear sister Rachel, and indulg-
ing in his favorite treat, lemon pie. A true craftsman, Ralph 
built birdhouses that adorn homes throughout Hamilton 
County. His own house, situated by the train tracks, was al-
ways decorated for the train trips that came through Cicero, 
a testament to his welcoming nature. In his later years, you 
could always count on Uncle Pete at his big sister Rachie’s 
family dinners on Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.

Ralph is survived by his sons, Tracey (Beth) Mayfield 
and Darrell (Andrea) Mayfield; brother, David Mayfield; 
eight grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; and several 
nieces and nephews. He is preceded in death by his par-
ents, Mary and Ralph Mayfield; his son, Ralph Jr.; sisters, 
Phyllis Dill, Rachel Ross, Betty Kaiser, and Maryann 
Leach; and grandson, Christopher Mayfield. Each of these 
family members held a special place in Ralph’s heart, as 
he did in theirs. 

Friends and family may pay their respects at Hartley 
Funeral Homes, 209 W. Jackson St., Cicero, on Saturday, 
May 31, 2025, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The funeral service 
will follow at 1 p.m. at Hartley Funeral Home with pastor 
Jody Brown officiating. Please join us to celebrate Ralph’s 
life and legacy.

In remembering Ralph, we invite you to share your fa-
vorite memories and upload photos to his memorial page. 
In sharing, we keep his spirit alive and honor the significant 
impact that Ralph had on our lives.

Condolences: hartleyfuneralhomes.com
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Hickory Hoops is where 
basketball and character meet 

for young players  
to learn, grow, and succeed.

Sign up today at 
HickoryHoopsBasketball.com

Developing Young Athletes. Building Future Leaders.

The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Custom-built home in Potters Woods. Throughout 
the main level beautiful hardwood floors, gorgeous 
trim and lovely details. New large kitchen features 
a center island, two ovens and beautiful vent hood. 

Primary bedroom is on your main level and features a 
great walk-in closet and spa like ensuite. Second level 

allows space for the whole family with generously sized 
bedroom all with wonderful details including a jack 
and jill bath, a bedroom with access to attic storage. 

Noblesville, IN 46060
5 Bed | 5 Bath | 5,274 Sq Ft. 

$674,900

Noblesville, IN 46060
4 Bed |3 Bath | 2,135 Sq Ft. 

$399,900

310 Wellington  Overlook

You will love living in this wonderful 4 bedroom home. 
Large entry with cathedral ceiling dining space could 
also be a sitting room, music room or office. The nice 
sized kitchen has a great view of the backyard space. 

Awesome family room with fireplace and view of 
the great backyard and deck. Upper level includes a 

wonderful primary bedroom that connects to a en suite 
featuring a HUGE walk in closet. All this in Noblesville 

close to walking trails and not far from Fishers!

19311 Morrison Way

Softball

Millers top rival Royals,
advance to sectional semifinals

Shamrocks fall after Eagles rally late
By RICHARD TORRES
For The Reporter

FISHERS – The No-
blesville softball team ar-
rived early for its Sectional 
8 opener against rival Ham-
ilton Southeastern at Fishers 
High School, and the Class 
4A 10th-ranked Millers’ of-
fense followed suit.

Noblesville kicked off 
the bottom of the first with 
a leadoff triple from Del-
aney Rundle and Brookelyn 
Grayson laced an ensuing 
RBI double, as the Millers 
connected for 11 hits overall 
to eliminate defending state 
champion HSE, 9-4, on Me-
morial Day.

Class 4A third-ranked 
Zionsville won Monday’s 
second quarterfinal match-
up, 2-1, over Westfield (12-
12), joining the Millers as 
sectional semi-finalists on 
Tuesday.

“Not what we were ex-
pecting. We knew coming 
in that we would have to 
get more than one (run),” 
Noblesville coach Deke 
Bullard said. “That was our 

plan coming in. We wanted 
to get three. We knew they 
weren’t going to go down 
without a fight.”

Last year, HSE (17-8) 
defeated Noblesville, 5-2, 
in the sectional final en 
route to the program’s third 
state championship and first 
since 2010.

During their regu-
lar-season Hoosier Cross-
roads Conference meeting 
Noblesville enacted some 
revenge with a 1-0 victory 
on May 6, but the HCC run-
ner-up Millers had a sweep 
on their minds.

The Millers’ primary 
focus was challenging HSE 

ace Grace Swedarsky (12-
5), who limited Noblesville 
to five hits and no walks 
while striking out eight ear-
lier this month.

The Millers built a 2-0 
lead after the first inning 
and broke a 2-2 tie with 

Reporter photos by Julie Brown
(LEFT) Noblesville’s Brookelyn Grayson was perfect at the plate, going 
3-for-3, during the Millers’ sectional first-round win Monday over Hamilton 
Southeastern. Noblesville won 9-4. (RIGHT) Hamilton Southeastern’s Tori 
Bricker throws the ball in from right field.

Millers beat Tigers, Hounds fall to Eagles

Reporter photos by Richie Hall
(LEFT) Fishers’ Azstryd Alexander was one of five seniors on the Tigers’ roster this season. 
(RIGHT) Carmel’s Winni Owens fields a ball during warm-ups.

The REPORTER
Noblesville advanced 

to the Sectional 8 softball 
championship on Tuesday 
with a 4-0 semifinal win 
over host Fishers.

The Millers scored their 
first run in the first inning. 
Brookelyn Grayson hit a 
one-out double, then Haley 
Schatko sent her home with 
a center field hit.

Nevaeh Nash scored on 
an error in the third inning 
to give Noblesville a 2-0 
lead. Addi Emerson got 
home in the fourth inning 
after Addison Retzinger hit 
a sacrifice bunt. In the fifth 
inning, Schatko again sin-

gled in Grayson with a left 
field hit.

Grayson was a perfect 
3-for-3 at the plate, hitting 
a double each time. Schat-
ko had two hits. Retzinger 
pitched a complete game, 
with five strikeouts against 
two hits.

Adrianne Cook had both 
of Fishers’ hits. Kate Mur-
ray also pitched a complete 
game, striking out three.

The Millers improved 
to 18-7 heading into Thurs-
day’s sectional champion-
ship game with Zionsville, 
while the Tigers finished 
their campaign 15-11.

In the second semifinal, 

Carmel fell to Zionsville 
6-0. The Eagles scored a run 
in the second inning, four 
in the third and one more 
in the fourth inning. Zions-
ville pitcher Leah Helton 

held the Greyhounds to two 
hits, a double for Mia Flem-
ing and a single for Chelsea 
Bennett.

Carmel finished its sea-
son 6-17.

Golden Eagles 
fall to Tigers

The REPORTER
Guerin Catholic dropped 

a 7-3 sectional first-round 
game on Monday to Class 3A 
Sectional 26 host Lebanon.

The Golden Eagles 
started off strong, leading 
2-0 after the first inning. 
Anna Mauch batted in both 
runs with a center field sin-
gle to score Madi Cain and 
Lucy Kemp. 

The Tigers took control 
of the game in the fourth 

inning by scoring four runs, 
then added two more in the 
fifth and another one in the 
sixth. Lauren Brady hit a 
leadoff home run in the bot-
tom of the seventh inning 
for Guerin Catholic, which 
was held to three hits.

Mauch and Kemp also 
had one hit. Ava Augusti-
novicz pitched a complete 
game, striking out three.

The Golden Eagles fin-
ished their season 7-12.

Girls Tennis
Three county teams 
reach regional finals
The REPORTER

Three Hamilton County 
girls tennis teams advanced 
to the championship of their 
respective regionals after 
Tuesday semifinal victories.

Fourth-ranked West-
field advanced to the No-
blesville regional final after 
beating Alexandria 5-0. The 
Shamrocks dropped only 
two games among the five 
matches and will play No. 
16 Delta at 4:45 p.m. today 
for the championship.

Carmel beat Crawfords-
ville to reach the Lebanon 
regional final. The sec-

ond-ranked Greyhounds 
will take on No. 1 Brebeuf 
Jesuit at 5 p.m. today for the 
title.

No. 6-ranked Fishers 
beat the host, No. 20-ranked 
Mt. Vernon 3-2 to advance 
to the final at that site. The 
Tigers play New Castle at 5 
p.m. for the championship.

In individual play, Uni-
versity’s Laurel Buttrick ad-
vanced at the Lebanon indi-
vidual sectional by beating 
Covington’s Malah Brid-
well 6-0, 6-1 to improve to 
18-3 on the year. Buttrick 
plays again this afternoon.

Paul Poteet . . .
Your Hometown Weatherman!

See Rival . . . Page 14
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https://www.joshuaherdphotography.com/
https://secure2.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/propertyreports/reports.aspx?parcel=1514100005003006
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a monstrous seven-run 
bottom of the fifth, chas-
ing Swedarsky after 4.1 
innings. The junior right-
hander struck out four, 
walked one and surren-
dered seven runs on nine 
hits.

“We all know Grace 
is a very good player, and 
she’s a very good pitcher, so 
she knew what she was up 
against, but once Nobles-
ville got on, they just kept 

going,” HSE coach Emily 
Pusti said.

With only a handful 
of starters back from last 
year’s state championship 
lineup, the young, ninth-
ranked Royals left eight 
runners on base and logged 
four hits led by senior Leah 
Paris (1-for-1, 2 RBI) and 
junior Kaitlyn Burdick (1-
for-1, RBI, double).

The Royals plated two 
more runs in the top of the 

seventh, but a double play 
and a ground out halted 
their attempt at a late rally.

Sophomore Addison 
Retzinger (4-3) pitched 6.2 
innings with six strikeouts, 
seven walks issued and two 
runs allowed to earn the win.

“Obviously, you lead off 
the game with a triple and 
to follow it up with a dou-
ble that’s a good way to get 
going,” Bullard said. “The 
kids saw the ball well to-

night, but I don’t think that 
score is indicative of that 
team. Our bats just got hot.”

The Millers had five ex-
tra-base hits. Senior Addi 
Emmerson (2-for-4, 2 RBI) 
finished with a double in the 
fourth and a two-run home 
run in the fifth. Grayson 
(3-for-3, 2 RBI) and soph-
omore Maggie Kern (1-for-
4, 3 RBI) added a double 
apiece.

“I feel like after our loss 
last year in the sectional 
championship we really had 
something to prove against 
HSE,” Emmerson said. “We 
knew what she was going to 
pitch us, and she’s a good 
pitcher, but we can hit her.”

The Westfield Sham-
rocks took a 1-0 lead over 
HCC champion Zionsville 
in the top of the third on a 
passed ball to score junior 
Sofia Easterhaus (2-for-3, 
double) and held the advan-
tage into the sixth inning.

Westfield senior ace 
Chloe Tanner (1-for-3, dou-
ble) carried a no-hitter into 
the bottom of the fourth be-
fore a single by senior Ab-
bie Geib (1-for-3) ended her 
run.

Errors ultimately hurt 
the Rocks, however, with 
four overall, including one 
to open the bottom of the 
sixth, which sparked Zions-
ville’s two-run frame.

Zionsville junior ace 
Leah Helton scattered six 
hits over 7.0 innings with 
seven strikeouts. The Eagles 
beat the Rocks, 5-0, during 
their regular-season meet-
ing on May 6.

“I really felt like we 
played them 2-1, 3-1 the 
first time we played them. 
We made a couple of mis-
takes that cost us outs, and 
they scored after what could 
have been three outs, and I 
told them, if we cleaned it 
up, we’d have a chance. And 
we had a chance,” Westfield 
coach Brian Revercomb 
said. “They just made a few 
more plays than we did to-
night.”

Rival
from Page 13

The REPORTER
The Carmel girls track 

& field team defended its re-
gional championship Tues-
day at Lafayette Jefferson.

The Greyhounds totaled 
127 team points, including 
nine event victories, to win 
the team trophy. Carmel 
also qualified 12 to next 
weekend’s IHSAA state fi-
nals, which take place next 
Saturday, June 7 at North 
Central.

Emily Norris had a dom-
inant day for the ‘Hounds, 
winning four events. Norris 
claimed the 200 dash and 
long jump, then joined Re-
becca Belanger, Olivia Ce-
balo and Gabriela Grande 
Rosas for a victory in the 
4x100 relay. At the end of 
the meet, Norris teamed 
with Grande Rosas, Cebalo 
and Sadie Foley to win the 
4x400 relay.

Foley was a triple win-
ner. She began the meet by 
joining Annabel Pollert, 
Anna Yoon and Larkin Tay-
lor for a win in the 4x800 
relay. Foley later placed first 
in the 1600 run.

Belagner also won the 
100 dash, with Taylor tri-
umphing in the 800 run and 
Pollert winning the 3200 
run. Olivia Mundt placed 
third in the 1600 run and 
Cebalo was third in the 
400 dash. Both qualified 
for state, as the top three 
in each event automatically 
advance to North Central.

Any student-athlete that 
reaches the state standard in 

her event also qualifies for 
state. Amyla Holder placed 
fourth in the discus, but her 
best throw was right on the 
standard of 127 feet, 3 inch-
es, so she is headed to state.

Hamilton Southeastern 
placed second as a team 
with 100 points. The Royals 
won three events and ad-
vanced 10 to state.

Elia Blackmore dom-
inated the hurdle events, 
easily winning the 100 
hurdles and leading a 1-2 
finish in the 300 hurdles. 
Chloe Senefeld was second 
in the 300, advancing both 
to state. Blackmore and 
Senefeld also ran with Laila 
Ehrgott and Kaleah McCa-
rter) to place second in the 
4x100, sending that relay on 
to state.

Anissa Lammie won the 
400 dash and was part of 
two advancing relays. She 
joined Ciara Kepner, Ava 
Powers and Addison Smith 
to place third in the 4x800, 
then finished the meet 
by teaming with Smith, 
Senefeld and Kepner to 
place second in the 4x400.

Kepner took second in 
the 800 to qualify for state 
in that event. Elizabeth 
Butler placed second in the 
1600 and 3200 runs to ad-
vance.

Noblesville finished 
fourth as a team with 54 
points. The Millers had 
two state qualifiers: Ains-
ley Meinerding was sec-
ond in the 200 dash, while 
Brinkley Cooper took third 

in the 800 run. Noblesville 
also had some results that 
may earn callbacks to the 
state meet; those should be 
announced sometime today.

Fishers finished fifth by 
scoring 45 points. The Ti-
gers advanced five to state, 
starting with Macey Miller, 
who took second in the dis-
cus. Mia Tobias placed third 
in the shot put.

The Fishers 4x100 relay 
team of Devyn Day, Ava 
Underwood, Rylan David 
and Zinnia Pineda finished 
third, with Pineda plac-
ing third in the 200 dash to 
qualify in that event. Isa-
bella Murch was fourth in 
the 800, but her time of 2 
minutes, 14.54 seconds was 
under the state standard and 
she qualified.

Westfield placed sixth 
with 33.33 team points. 
The Shamrocks will send 
both of its pole vaulters to 
state: Alexandra Hamilton 
was second and Ella Jen-
kins placed fourth, clear-
ing the state standard of 11 
feet, 3 inches. Westfield’s 
4x400 relay team of Jordyn 
Landrum, Gracie Czubik, 
LeAsia Warren and LeB-
raya Warren placed third to 
earn a place at state as well.

Hamilton Heights fin-
ished ninth with 28 points. 
Norah Reiger leads the Hus-
kies’ three state qualifiers, 
placing second in the 400 
dash. Olivia Schiffli was 
third in the 100 dash while 
Waverly Woolever took 
third in the high jump.

Guerin Catholic’s Ame-
lia Smith won the pole 
vault, clearing 12 feet and 
qualifying for state. The 
Golden Eagles were 12th as 
a team with 16 points.

Sheridan’s Nova Cross 
placed 10th in the 200 dash 
preliminaries, with a time of 
26.71 seconds.

Top 12 team scores and 
top eight Hamilton County 
finishers in each event now 
follow.

Top 12 team scores: 
Carmel 127, Hamilton South-
eastern 100, Noblesville 54, 
Harrison 51, Fishers 45, West-
field 33.33, Western 31, West 
Lafayette 29, Hamilton Heights 
28, Kokomo 22, Crawfordsville 
21.33, Guerin Catholic 16.

4x800 relay: 1. Carmel 
(Sadie Foley, Annabel Poll-
ert, Anna Yoon, Larkin Taylor) 
9:10.68, 3. Southeastern (Cia-
ra Kepner, Ava Powers, Anis-
sa Lammie, Addison Smith) 
9:22.89, 4. Westfield (Alivia 
Lozier, Jordyn Landrum, Mack-
enna Condon, Maggie Naas) 
9:26.40, 5. Noblesville (Riley 
Flynn, Kate Mumaw, Gretch-
en Graham, Brinkley Cooper) 
9:28.21, 6. Fishers (Aaliyah 
Hayes, Caitlin Hawkins, Al-
lie Belush, Isabella Murch) 
10:00.49, 7. Guerin Catholic 
(Addyson Horvath, Taylor Tra-
gesser, Eva Parr, Brinna Wolf) 
10:09.06, 8. Heights (Anna 
Monnin, Allie Bushey, Made-
line McKinney, Amira Leer) 
10:16.48.

100 hurdles: 1. Elia Black-
more (HSE) 14.49, 5. Faith 
Tchuente Fotso (C) 16.08, 7. 

Micaiah Bullock (HSE) 16.21.
100 dash: 1. Rebecca 

Belanger (C) 12.38, 3. Oliv-
ia Schiffli (HH) 12.62, 4. Mya 
Baker (N) 12.70, 6. Ainsley 
Meinerding (N) 12.73, 7. Kale-
ah McCarter (HSE) 12.76.

1600 run: 1. Foley (C) 
4:52.15, 2. Elizabeth Butler 
(HSE) 4:57.67, 3. Olivia Mundt 
(C) 5:01.62, 4. Catey Campbell 
(HSE) 5:02.30, 6. Ansley Ap-
plegate (N) 5:05.82, 8. Flynn 
(N) 5:21.85.

4x100 relay: 1. Carmel 
(Belanger, Emily Norris, Olivia 
Cebalo, Gabriela Grande Ro-
sas) 47.39, 2. Southeastern 
(Blackmore, Chloe Senefeld, 
Laila Ehrgott, McCarter) 47.75, 
3. Fishers (Devyn Day, Ava Un-
derwood, Rylan David, Zinnia 
Pineda) 48.78, 4. Noblesville 
(Mallory Cahill, Baker, Aleigh 
Heavey, Meinerding) 49.44, 8. 
Heights (Gracie Bortone, Lizzy 
Smith, Brooke Cox, Schiffli) 
50.41.

400 dash: 1. Lammie 
(HSE) 55.53, 2. Norah Rei-
ger (HH) 56.70, 3. Cebalo (C) 
56.76, 4. Grande Rosas (C) 
57.71.

300 hurdles: 1. Black-
more (HSE) 42.94, 2. Senefeld 
(HSE) 42.98, 4. Day (F) 45.88, 
7. Livi Miller (C) 46.60, 8. Maija 
Gilhooly (C) 47.04.

800 run: 1. Carmel (Lar-
kin Taylor) 2:13.60, 2. Kepner 
(HSE) 2:13.97, 3. Cooper (N) 
2:14.02, 4. Murch (F) 2:14.54, 
6. Katie Kolb (GC) 2:15.86.

200 dash: 1. Norris (C) 
25.05, 2. Meinerding (N) 25.79, 
3. Pineda (F) 26.07, 7. McCar-
ter (HSE) 26.46.

3200 run: 1. Pollert (C) 
10:36.69, 2. Butler (HSE) 
10:42.25, 4. Lozier (W) 
10:49.31, 5. Hawkins (F) 
11:01.39, 6. Ella Gaddis (C) 
11:02.59, 7. Bushey (HH) 
11:30.96, 8. Jayde Stamm (N) 
11:35.66.

4x400 relay: 1. Carmel 
(Grande Rosas, Cebalo, Foley, 
Norris) 3:49.29, 2. Southeast-
ern (Smith, Senefeld, Kepner, 
Lammie) 3:49.90, 3. Westfield 
(Landrum, Gracie Czubik, 
LeAsia Warren, LeBraya War-
ren) 3:57.53, 4. Noblesville 
(Bell, Graham, Cooper, Alys-
sa Lahee) 4:00.03, 5. Heights 
(Rieger, Macie Smith, Bortone, 
Waverly Woolever) 4:00.51, 
7. Fishers (Scarlett Olson, 
Charlotte Lawrence, Murch, 
Pineda) 4:04.95, 5. Guerin 
Catholic (Brooke Bunnell, Hor-
vath, Kolb, Claire Flannagan) 
4:05.23.

Discus: 3. Mia Tobias (F) 
129-8, 4. Amyla Holder (C) 
127-3, 7. Ellie Cooley (C) 119-
6.

Shot put: 2. Macey Miller 
(F) 41-11.5, 5. Nyla Young (N) 
37-10.5.

Long jump: 1. Norris (C) 
17-7, 4. Baker (N) 17-0.5, 5. 
Belanger (C) 16-8.5, 7. Mein-
erding (N) 16-5, 8. Natalie Ar-
nold (HSE) 16-3.25.

High jump: 3. Woolever 
(HH) 5-5, 5. Jolie Miller (W) 
5-0, 7. Aspen Rollins (N) 5-0, 
T8. Czubik (W) 4-10.

Pole vault: 1. Amelia 
Smith (GC) 12-0, 2. Alexandra 
Hamilton (W) 11-9, 4. Ella Jen-
kins (W) 11-3, 5. Riley Williams 
(HSE) 11-0.

Girls Track & Field

Hounds repeat as team champions, 
county boasts several state qualifiers

https://noblesvillesports.com/
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
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SPORTS SCHEDULE
Wednesday, May 28

BASEBALL
Sectional 8 at Carmel

Hamilton Southeastern vs. Fishers, 5:30 p.m.
Zionsville vs. Noblesville, 8 p.m.

Sectional 24 at Yorktown
Connersville vs. Delta, 5:30 p.m.

Jay County vs. New Castle, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 25 at Brebeuf Jesuit
Tri-West vs. Frankfort, 6 p.m.

Sectional 39 at Lapel
Taylor vs. Tipton, 5:30 p.m.

Sheridan vs. Frankton, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 42 at Park Tudor

University vs. Monrovia, 6 p.m.
GIRLS LACROSSE

State semi-finals at Noblesville
Hamilton Southeastern vs. Guerin Catholic, 6 p.m.

GOLF
Guerin Catholic, Westfield at South Knox Adam Schenk Invitational, 

8 a.m. at Cypress Hills
Sheridan vs. Alexandria, noon at Golf Club of Alexandria

SOFTBALL
Sectional 24 at Delta

Connersville vs. Yorktown, 5:30 p.m.
Hamilton Heights vs. Jay County, 7:30 p.m.

TENNIS REGIONALS
At Noblesville

Championship: Westfield vs. Delta, 4:45 p.m.
At Lebanon

Championship: Carmel vs. Brebeuf Jesuit, 5 p.m.
At Mt. Vernon

Championship: Fishers vs. New Castle, 5 p.m.
Thursday, May 29

BASEBALL
Sectional 24 at Yorktown

Wednesday winners, 5:30 p.m.
Hamilton Heights vs. Yorktown, 7:30 p.m.

Sectional 25 at Brebeuf Jesuit
Danville vs. Brebeuf Jesuit, 5:30 p.m.

Guerin Catholic vs. Lebanon, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 39 at Lapel

Wednesday winners, 5:30 p.m.
Elwood vs. Lapel, 7:30 p.m.

GOLF
Westfield at Rock Hollow Invitational, 9 a.m.

Hamilton Heights vs. Sheridan and Lapel, 4:30 p.m. at Bear Slide
Noblesville vs. Tipton, 4:30 p.m. at Harbour Trees

SOFTBALL
Sectional 8 at Fishers

Championship: Noblesville vs. Zionsville, 6 p.m.
Sectional 24 at Yorktown

Championship, 6 p.m.
TRACK & FIELD

Boys regional, 6 p.m. at Lafayette Jefferson

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

Baseball

Class 4A Sectional 8 preview
By CRAIG ADKINS
For The Reporter

The majority of county schools 
(five) will be clumped together in 
arguably one of the toughest sectionals 
in the state, Class 4A Sectional 8.

The Westfield Shamrocks were the 
lone sectional champion in 2024, ad-
vancing all the way to the semi-state 
before bowing out to eventual state 
champion Lake Central.

Hamilton Southeastern Royals 
(12-17) vs. No. 4 Fishers Tigers 

(23-5), tonight at 5:30 p.m.
Hamilton Southeastern got the 

monkey off its back in the final two 
regular season games last weekend, 
sweeping Franklin Central for their 
first two Hoosier Crossroads Confer-
ence wins. The Royals started off the 
season going 3-1 on a spring break trip 
in Tennessee.

HSE grabbed wins over Carmel 
(3-2) in mid-April, won at 2A No. 
1 Lapel (8-6), dominated Lawrence 
Central (11-1), swept a doublehead-
er from Bloomington North (2-1, 
11-2) and won at Lawrence North 
for their longest win streak of sea-
son at three.

The Royals went 1-8 against Sec-
tional 8, including 0-2 against first-
round opponent Fishers.

Fourth-ranked Fishers is riding 
high into sectional play after an out-
right HCC title, going 12-2 against the 
toughest conference in the state.

The Tigers began 7-0, taking their 
first loss on a neutral field at Taylor 
University against Homestead (5-3) 
in 8 innings. Soon after, they dropped 
a 6-2 contest at home to No. 2 Center 
Grove.

The Tigers were 8-1 versus Sec-
tional 8, winning both against HSE 
(5-1, 6-1).

No. 9 Zionsville Eagles (18-8) vs. 
No. 14 Noblesville Millers (16-10), 

tonight following HSE/Fishers
Zionsville has won 5 of 6 heading 

into sectional play. The Eagles swept 
the HCC series with Noblesville to 
end the regular season, winding up 
2nd in the league at 11-3.

The Eagles have quality wins over 
Cathedral, Plainfield, Lincolnway East 
(IL), Avon (3), Westfield (2) and No-
blesville (2).

Zionsville posted a 6-3 mark 
against Sectional 8.

Noblesville had its 11-game win-
ning streak snapped over the weekend, 
falling in two one-run games (4-3, 
5-4) to first-round opponent Zionsville 
in an HCC series, landing them in 3rd 
place in the league.

The Millers hit a rut mid-season 
and were 5-8. They then won 11 con-
secutive, including HCC two-game 
sweeps over Franklin Central, West-
field, HSE and Brownsburg. They 
also have key wins over Hardin Val-
ley (TN), Eagleville (TN), Avon, Fort 
Wayne Carroll, Greenfield-Central 
and Tri-West.

Noblesville was 4-5 against Sec-
tional 8 opponents.
No. 11 Westfield Shamrocks (19-9) vs. 

No. 12 Carmel Greyhounds (18-8), 
second semifinal on May 30,

follows HSE-Fishers/
Zionsville-Noblesville winner

Westfield got itself off to a 
10-1 start, highlighted by a 4-1 trip 
to Tennessee during spring break. 
They also got wins over Cathedral, 
Brownsburg (2) and first-round op-
ponent Carmel.

The ‘Rocks also got quality wins 
over Pendleton Heights, Harrison, 
Columbus North, Fort Wayne Car-
roll. They also swept their HCC series 
against Franklin Central, HSE, Avon 
and Brownsburg.

The Shamrocks were 3-6 in play-
ing Sectional 8 foes.

Carmel got through April with an 
8-6 mark. The ‘Hounds have put to-
gether a 10-2 month of May that has 
them 18-8 and primed to defend their 
home turf at Hartman Field.

After a May 1 loss at No. 2 Cen-
ter Grove, the Greyhounds won four 
straight against Avon, Zionsville, 
Fishers and McCutcheon. They also 
pickled into their slate a trip to third-
ranked Crown Point on May 10, los-
ing 10-1 to the Bulldogs. Playing a 
split DH that day, Carmel won 4-0 
against Homewood-Flossmoor (IL).

Winners of 6 out of 7 heading into 
the sectional, the Greyhounds beat de-
fending state runner-up Mooresville, 
Mt. Vernon, Batesville, along with 
Harrison and Lawrence North (both in 
Greyhound Invitational) on May 24.

Carmel is 3-2 against the Sectional 
8 field.

Class 3A Sectionals 24 & 25 previews

Class 2A Sectionals 
39 & 42 previews

By CRAIG ADKINS
For The Reporter

Class 2A Sectional 39 at 
Lapel in the north is where 
Sheridan plays. University 
plays in the south in Sec-
tional 42 at Park Tudor.
Class 2A Sectional 39 

at Lapel
Taylor Titans (1-19) vs. 

Tipton Blue Devils (7-15): 
tonight, 5:30 p.m.

Sheridan Blackhawks
(10-13) vs. Frankton Eagles 
(13-10): tonight, to follow

The Blackhawks had a 
rough start, beginning the 
season 2-9. They have since 
turned their season around, 
going 8-4 down the stretch 
and have a chance to make 
some noise in Sectional 39 
at Lapel.

Sheridan has quality 
wins over Western Boone, 
Clinton Central, Carroll, 
Delphi and Tri-Central.

The Blackhawks are 
2-2 against Sectional 39 
and more importantly, lost 
18-5 to first-round opponent 
Frankton on April 28.

Semifinal #1 - Taylor/
Tipton winner vs. Sheridan/
Frankton winner: tomorrow, 
5:30 p.m.

Semifinal #2 - Elwood 
Panthers (3-25) vs. No. 1 
Lapel Bulldogs (25-2): to-
morrow to follow

Championship game 

- Semifinal #1 winner vs. 
Semifinal # 2 winner: June 
2, 5:30 p.m.
Class 3A Sectional 42 

at Park Tudor
University Trailblazers 
(16-11) vs. Monrovia

Bulldogs (10-12):
tonight, 6 p.m.

University got off to a 
3-1 start to its season with 
spring break wins over 
Wayne County (KY), Ow-
ensboro Catholic (KY) and 
Christian Educational Con-
sortium (KY). After losing 
four consecutive, the ‘Blazers 
took 4 out of 5 against Mun-
cie Burris, Lewis Cass, Lib-
erty Christian and Blackford. 

The Trailblazers had nu-
merous key wins, including 
Seton Catholic, Hamilton 
Heights, Lawrence North, 
Brebeuf Jesuit, Greenwood 
Christian Academy, Park 
Tudor and Eastbrook. 

University went 2-0 in 
the regular season against 
Sectional 42 foes with wins 
over Cardinal Ritter and 
Park Tudor.

Semifinal #1 - Cove-
nant Christian Warriors (17-
11) vs. Park Tudor Panthers 
(13-9), Saturday, 11:30 a.m.

Semifinal #2 - Univer-
sity/Monrovia winner vs. 
Cardinal Ritter (3-17), Sat-
urday, to follow

Championship game - 
June 2, 6 p.m.

By CRAIG ADKINS
For The Reporter

Class 3A Sectional 24 at Yorktown 
is where Hamilton Heights will play in 
the north. Guerin Catholic plays in the 
first sectional of the south in Sectional 
25 at Brebeuf Jesuit.

Class 3A Sectional 24
at Yorktown

Connersville Spartans (12-14) vs. 
Delta Eagles (18-9), tonight at 5:30 p.m.
Jay County Patriots (10-14) vs. New 

Castle Trojans (6-18), following
Connersville/Delta

Semifinal: Connersville/Delta 
winner vs. Jay County/New Castle 

winner, 5:30 p.m. Thursday
Semifinal: Hamilton Heights

Huskies (9-18) vs. Yorktown Tigers,
following first semifinal

Hamilton Heights started off the 
first month of the season with a 5-9 
record. Their four wins in May were 
spread out, but occurred in three of its 
final seven games heading into sec-
tional action, including a late addition 
of a Memorial Day game on Monday 
against Clinton Prairie, coming out on 
top with a 12-2 win over the Gophers.

The Huskies got their first two 
wins in the second and third games of 
the season, defeating Jay County and 
Anderson at home. Heights snapped a 
six-game losing streak with a double-
header sweep of Elwood (9-1, 11-0). 
Their fifth win was against Logansport 
at home (3-0) and then began May 
with an 8-5 win over Lawrence Cen-
tral from the MIC. 

On May 16, they made the long 
Hoosier Conference road trip to Rens-
selaer Central and came home with 
a 22-2 victory over the Bombers. 
Heights has wins over Alexandria and 
the aforementioned Clinton Prairie 
from Monday to hopefully gain some 
momentum heading into the semifinal 
with host Yorktown.

Heights went 1-0 against Sectional 
24 opponents with a 5-4 win over Jay 
County on April 10.

Championship game - winner 
semifinal No. 1 vs. winner semifinal 
No. 2: June 2, noon

Class 3A Sectional 25 at
Brebeuf Jesuit

Tri-West (Hendricks)
Bruins (17-6) vs.

Frankfort Hot Dogs
(13-13): tonight, 5:30 p.m.

Danville Warriors (11-15) vs.
Brebeuf Jesuit Braves (12-12): 

Thursday, 5:30 p.m.
Guerin Catholic Golden Eagles

(14-12) vs. Lebanon Tigers (4-24)
to follow

Guerin Catholic began its season 
at the top of 3A with a 6-1 record. Since 
then, the Golden Eagles went 8-11 

through the remaining two-thirds of its 
schedule. Drawing the bye in the sec-
tional can be tough, especially in base-
ball. Guerin comes into the tournament 
on a four-game winning streak, taking 
down Greenfield-Central, Covenant 
Christian, Bishop Chatard and Danville.

The Golden Eagles have solid wins 
over Warren Central, Zionsville, Bish-
op Chatard (2), McCutcheon, Brebeuf 
Jesuit, Heritage Christian, Park Tudor 
and Lafayette Central Catholic.

Guerin has a 2-1 record against 
Sectional 25 opponents.

Semifinal #1 - Tri-West/Frankfort 
winner vs. Crawfordsville (11-12-1): 
June 2, 11 a.m.

Semifinal #2 - Danville/Brebeuf 
winner vs. Guerin Catholic/Lebanon 
winner: June 2, to follow

Championship game – June 2, 
7 p.m.

For 383 high school baseball teams, the quest for 
four state championships begins tonight and

concludes on June 20 and 21 at Victory Field in
Indianapolis. A total of 379 games will be played 
in a 25-day span.  Hamilton County’s nine schools 

will be featured in five different sectionals.

mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
http://wandalyons.com
https://www.hctv1.com/
https://readthereporter.com
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I can’t re-
member an Indi-
anapolis 500 with 
more storylines or 
excitement than 
this year. There 
is so much to un-
pack from the last 
two weeks at In-
dianapolis Motor 
Speedway.

The Race
It was one of the crazier 

races in recent years. There 
was anxiety during pre-race 
ceremonies as raindrops be-
gan to fall. The rain was just 
heavy enough to delay the 
start by approximately 45 
minutes.

As brighter skies pre-
vailed and the track work-
ers gave the thumbs up, cars 
were on track and coming to 
one to go when Scott Mc-
Laughlin lost control of his 
car warming up his tires and 
hit the inside wall of the front 
stretch. His day ended before 
the drop of the green flag.

After clean-up of the 
McLaughlin crash and 
coming to the green flag, 
Jack Harvey pushed Mar-
co Andretti high going into 
turn 1. Andretti spun, hit-
ting the wall, and his day 
was also done.

When the green flag 
dropped again there was 
finally sustained green flag 
racing.

Polesitter Robert 
Schwartzman could not 
maintain his qualifying mag-
ic. He struggled on handling 
and was never in contention 
for the lead of the race. Vet-
eran, Takuma Sato, showed 
why he was a two-time In-
dianapolis 500 winner, dom-
inating the early part of the 
race. However, a miscue on 
pit road caused Sato to fall 
through, dashing his hopes 
of a third Indy 500 title. 

As the race reached the 
midway point, alternative 
pit strategy became a fac-
tor. Drivers on the primary 
strategy included David 
Malukas, Alex Palou, and 
Conor Daly. Drivers on 
the alternate strategy in-
cluded Ryan Hunter-Reay, 
Devlin DeFrancesco, and 
Marcus Ericsson. With the 
laps winding down, one-off 
driver Hunter-Reay (2014 
Indianapolis 500 winner) 
appeared to be in a great 
position to challenge for 
the win. His final pit stop 
cost him, as his car ran out 
of fuel entering the pits and 
he struggled to get the car 
refired. 2022 Indianapolis 
500 winner, Marcus Erics-
son, grabbed the lead of the 
race after his final pit stop. 
He was followed closely by 
Alex Palou.

With 13 laps 
remaining, Palou 
made a spectac-
ular move, div-
ing to the inside 
of Ericsson and 
taking the lead 
for the final time. 
Though Ericsson 
and Malukas were 
close to Palou, lap 
traffic in front of 

Palou made a pass for the 
lead nearly impossible. 

Palou held off Ericsson 
and Malukas and took the 
checkered flag under yel-
low for his first Indianapolis 
500, which also happened to 
be the first oval win of his 
career. With the win, Palou 
continues to elevate himself 
to INDYCAR greatness. He 
has now won five of the first 
six races in the 2025 IN-
DYCAR season, a feat that 
has not been accomplished 
since A.J. Foyt did so in 
1979. Palou has been utterly 
dominant and has an aver-
age finish of 1.17.

Kyle Larson
Kyle Larson’s Month of 

May was one he would soon 
like to forget.

Two practice crashes at 
Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way. A dismal qualifying 
effort. A mistake on pit 
road. And ultimately a lap 
92 crash that also collected 
Kyffin Simpson and Sting 
Ray Robb.

Much of Larson’s woes 
seem to stem from the ad-
dition of the hybrid motor 
in the car. Many in the field 
struggled to find comfort 
with the addition of the hy-
brid, but Larson in particular. 
Larson was candid through-
out practice and qualifying 
that he did not feel comfort-
able in the car and felt that the 
car this year was much more 
on edge of spinning out of 
control. His night did not get 
any better when he arrived in 
Charlotte for the NASCAR 
race as he spun from the lead 
and was caught up in a wreck 
later in the race.

The obvious question is 
whether Larson comes back 
next year. INDYCAR is an-
ticipating having a new spec 
design for next year. That 
will have the advantage of 
incorporating both the aero-
screen and the hybrid into 
the design from the ground 
up. This should lead to a 
better-balanced car and may 
put him on more even foot-
ing with the other drivers.

On the other hand, the 
logistics between the Indi-
anapolis 500 and the Co-
ca-Cola 600 continue to be 
difficult. With NASCAR 
refusing to give waivers for 
failing to start the Coca-Co-

la 600, a rain delay like 
Sunday would jeopardize a 
driver’s ability to complete 
the Indy 500 and make it to 
Charlotte in time to start the 
Coke 600. If I had to guess, 
Larson is not back next year. 
Indianapolis got the better 
of him this year and I think 
it takes him a couple years 
to recover from that.

If Larson doesn’t do the 
double, I would expect an-
other NASCAR driver to 
step up and make an attempt. 
Kyle Busch, perhaps?

Conor Daly
Noblesville native 

Conor Daly continues to 
impress at Indianapolis. 
While his qualifying effort 
was ever-so-slow to miss 
out on the top 12, his race 
craft at Indy has been first-
rate. Daly methodically 
moved his way up through 
the field, eventually making 
his way to second on a bril-
liant move to the outside of 
turn 1 on a restart. When the 
leader pitted for fuel, Daly 
assumed the lead.

With less than 40 laps to 
go, Daly was in front of both 
David Malukas and eventu-
al winner, Alex Palou, in the 
perfect position to fight for 
the win. Seemingly out of 
the blue, however, excessive 
tire wear ruined his dreams 
of Indianapolis immortali-
ty, and he was relegated to 
eighth place, still the best of 
his season.

Over the past five years, 
Daly has become a threat 
at Indianapolis. Though his 
finish may not paint the full 
picture, this was the best In-
dianapolis performance of 
his career. 

Penalties
If there was one word to 

describe the 2025 Indianap-

olis 500, it would be penal-
ties. The 2025 Indianapolis 
500 was saturated in penal-
ties and none more seismic 
than the attenuator penalties 
handed out to Josef New-
garden and Will Power of 
Team Penske.

While we will never 
know the full depth of the 
attenuator crisis, its im-
pact on INDYCAR will be 
significant. It appears that 
team owner, Roger Penske, 
who also owns Indianap-
olis Motor Speedway and 
the INDYCAR Series, will 
be looking to assemble an 
independent third-party to 
handle to regulation and en-
forcement of the rulebook.

This is the second time 
in as many years that Penske 
Racing has been penalties 
for violating INDYCAR 
rules. As a consequence, 
Newgarden and Power were 
sent to the rear of the 33-car 
field. Even more astounding, 
Team Penske parted ways 
with its long-time team 
president, Tim Cindric, and 
other top Penske personnel.

This is a wound that 
will cut Team Penske deep 
and could mean a dip in 
performance over the next 
several months. 

The penalties did not 
end with Penske. After the 
race, it was announced that 
Marcus Ericsson, Kyle 
Kirkwood, and Callum Illott 
would lose their finishing 
positions and finish 31st, 
32nd, and 33rd, respective-
ly, for unapproved changes 
that were made to the car. 
For both INDYCAR and 
Ericsson, finishing second 
may have been a blessing in 
disguise. Can you imagine 
if Ericsson would have gone 
on to win only to have it tak-
en away after inspection?

Television Rating 
Finally, perhaps the best 

news of the weekend. Tele-
vision rates were up nearly 
40 percent over last year’s 
numbers with more than 
seven million people tun-
ing in to watch the largest 
single-day sporting event in 
the world. These television 
numbers show the impact 

the FOX team is having on 
INDYCAR.

FOX pumped out celeb-
rities such as Tom Brady, 
who rode in the two-seater 
prior to the race, Michael 
Strahan, who drove the pace 
car, and Rob Gronkowski, 
who was the grand mar-
shal for the Snake Pit. FOX 
News also hosted its morn-
ing show at the track, pay-
ing special attention to all 
the festivities and traditions 
of the Indianapolis 500.

FOX has invested a 
great deal into the success 
of INDYCAR and it is be-
ginning to pay dividends. 
I’m excited to see what next 
year brings. 

Conclusion
Only 362 days until the 

110th running of the India-
napolis 500. There was so 
much to digest from this 
year’s race. I can’t wait to 
find out what happens next 
year. 

Zech Yoder is a local 
resident, an attorney at Ad-
ler Attorneys in Noblesville, 
and a lifelong race fan.

Railbike Season Is Now Open!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds and experience of a ride in 
our 1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 12.5 miles of the former 
Nickel Plate Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board in Noblesville at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY OF RAIL TRAVEL!
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All AboArd! NickelPlAteexPress.com

Railbike Season 
Forest Park Rail Adventure

Experience the beauty of nature on the historic Nickel Plate rails. The 
Forest Park Rail Adventure is a 7-mile railbike ride through scenic 

Northern Hamilton County.

White River Family Cruise
Join us for the White River Family Cruise, a delightful, short rail bike 

adventure departing Hobbs Station. This family-friendly journey takes 
you on a charming ride over the tranquil White River and into the heart 
of Downtown Noblesville. Bike time on this ride is very short at 15-20 

minutes plus a 1-hour layover in Downtown Noblesville.
Twilight Rail Ride

Take an evening rail bike ride and enjoy the sights and sounds of 
twilight. Bikes will depart from Hobbs Station in Noblesville for a 

7-mile round trip ride.

Motorsports

Photos by Joshua Herd
Spain’s Alex Palou won his first Indianapolis 500 on Sunday, holding off Marcus Ericsson and David 
Malukas for the victory. Palou won in front of a sellout crowd and seven million television viewers, an 
increase from last year.

What a way to end the Month of May

ZECH YODER
Checkers to Wreckers

COLUMNIST

https://nickelplateexpress.com/

