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Tomght Breezy, with evening showers and storms. P
A few could produce large hail and damaging wind.

PARTNER  FoLLow us!

HIGH: 66 LOW: 38

TODAY’S WEATHER

Today: Partly to mostly cloudy.
Mid to late afternoon scattered showers
and storms. A few could produce large hail
and damaging wind. Wind gusting to 30 mph.
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History comes alive as Union
soldier V1S1ts fourth graders

The REPORTER

On a memorable day in
March, fourth-grade students
at Hamilton Heights Elementa-
ry School (HHES) were trans-
ported back to 1864 as Kevin
Stonerock, also known as Billy
Yank, visited their classrooms
to share fascinating stories
from his time as a soldier in the
Union Army.

Stonerock, portraying a sol-
dier from an Indiana regiment,
captivated the young audience
with vivid tales from the Civil
War. He spoke of his service in
significant battles such as Shi-
loh and Stones River in Tennes-
see, recounting the harrowing
experiences of marching for
miles, facing the brutal realities
of war, and the emotional toll of
battle.

One of the highlights of
Stonerock’s presentation was
his discussion on the daily life
of a soldier. He explained the
hardships of eating rations and
the infamous hardtack — a dry,
hard biscuit that soldiers often
had to dip in water to soften.
Students were especially fasci-
nated when Stonerock passed
around replicas of the hardtack
for them to feel and see, giving
them a tangible connection to
the past.

In addition to battle stories
and hardships faced, Stonerock
shared the importance of ca-
maraderie among soldiers and
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Historical reenactor Kevin Stonerock, known as Billy Yank, captivates students at
Hamilton Heights Elementary School in Arcadia with his vivid retelling of Civil War
stories during a special on-stage presentation.

how they relied on one another
during difficult times. His en-
gaging storytelling made histo-
ry come alive for the students,
sparking questions and conver-
sations about what life was like
during the Civil War.

The visit was part of the
school’s ongoing efforts to
bring history to life for students
and deepen their understanding

of American history through in-
teractive learning.

“We are so grateful to have
had Kevin Stonerock wisit,”
HHES fourth-grade teacher Lau-
ren Knapp said. “His enthusiasm
and passion for history truly res-
onated with our students, mak-
ing this a day they will remem-
ber for years to come.”

The presentation, made pos-

sible by the Hamilton Heights
Educational Foundation, left
the fourth graders with a deep-
er appreciation for the sacrifices
made by soldiers and the signif-
icance of the Civil War in shap-
ing the nation’s history. It was
a memorable and educational
experience that brought the past
to life in a way textbooks alone
never could.
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It's time to celebrate the
special moments in your life
and ours!

The Indiana Peony Fes-
tival, celebrating five years,
proudly announces the 2025
Indiana Peony Festival pre-
mier sponsor: Smith's Jew-
elers. Together, the Indiana
Peony Festival and Smith's
Jewelers — known for helping
their customers create special
moments of their own — high-
light the beauty behind senti-
mental moments and festival
traditions.

Here are some quotes and
stories of cherished peony mo-
ments from previous festival
attendees and why these mo-
ments are so special to them.

“We love the Peony Festi-
val and how you have grown
it each year, yet keeping Sem-
inary Park as the anchor. The
walkability and residential feel
that connects to downtown is
amazing and it is now becom-
ing a great tradition for us to
invite friends and family from
across the Midwest.”

— Tim Ingle

“l attended the Peony
Festival for the first time this
year with my sister and we
are counting down the days

Tracy Renzi-Kopp and her mother and daughter have made the Peony Festival

their annual retreat.

until the 2025 festival! T will
definitely try and attend the
dinner Friday night too, that
looks awesome! I loved walk-
ing around and seeing all the
beautiful flowers. Since then,
my sister and I have both start-
ed talking about growing more
flowers ourselves and maybe
one day we'll be able to join
as a vendor! I also love how
close-knit and supportive the
community is. Can't wait for
the 2025 festival! We've told
all of our family and friends
about it as well and hope to

Create moments that matter at
fifth annual Indlana Peony Festlval

have some first timers with us!
Thank you for all of the hard
work you put into this! It is
beautiful!”

— Morgan Safford

Festival fan, Tracy Ren-
zi-Kopp, her mom, and her
daughter have made the Peony
Festival an annual mother/daugh-
ter retreat. After coming out the
first year, they came back the
second year and made a weekend
of it, attending the VIPP night &
signing up to volunteer. We ap-
preciate you, Tracy!

So whether you're creat-
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ing standing traditions, initial
memories, or annual retreats,
we and Smith's Jewelers are
here to help! Looking to create
a special moment of your own
this Spring? Click here to get
in touch with Smith's Jewelers
to help make an engagement,
birthday celebration, girls trip,
anniversary, graduation, or any
occasion something memorable.
Stay up to date on the Fes-
tival — returning to Seminary
Park in Noblesville on Sat-
urday, May 17 — at Indiana
PeonyFestival.com.

Hamilton County Tourism announces
2025 Tourism Gives grant recipients

The REPORTER

More than 40 Hamilton
County organizations have re-
ceived a total of $122,000 in

date. The goal of the program is
to use the tourism economy as a
catalyst to give back to the com-
munity it serves.

grant support pro- “The Tourism
vided by Hamilton Gives grant pro-
County  Tourism’s gram provides sup-

2025 Tourism Gives
program. This pro-
gram administers
funds to tourism-fo-
cused non-profit orga-
nizations, art districts,
events, and festivals

port to organizations
throughout Hamilton
County that collec-
tively create a vibrant,
thriving community
and destination for
people to visit,” Ham-

based in the county. Buckner ilton County Tourism
Hamilton County Director of Commu-
Tourism launched its Tourism nity Engagement Sarah Buck-

Gives program in 2005 and has
provided more than $15 million
in grants and support funding to

ner said. “It's inspiring to see the
dedication of this year's grant
recipients, and Hamilton Coun-

visit
hamilton
county
indiana

ty Tourism is honored to play a
part in helping them bring their
projects to life.”

Hamilton County Tourism’s
guidelines for the grant pro-
gram reflect the organization’s
initiatives around regenerative

tourism. Each of the projects
receiving grant funding must be
centered around one of the fol-
lowing areas: planet, prosperity,
people, or place.

See Tourism . . . Page 2

What happened
to them?

Every so often I
see or hear something
that resonates with me
and makes me change
my perspective. | came
across a quote from Dr.
Bruce Perry discussing
childhood traumas. His
message was instead of
asking yourself what
is wrong with this kid,
ask yourself: what hap-
pened to this child? 1t is a simple thought,
but truly profound when you stop and di-
gest the meaning of it.

He was speaking about this from the lens
of childhood trauma, but how many times as
an adult can this apply to the way we interact
with others? Rather than assuming someone
has something “wrong” with them because
they are different, ask yourself: why are they
the way they are? My mom used to tell me
growing up, you never know what happens
in someone’s home when they close the
door, so just be kind to people.

Imagine how much kinder of a world
we would live in if we approached every-
one who is different from us and rather than
judging them or assuming the worst, we
ask ourselves what has happened to them in
their life to make them that way.

Maybe they aren’t rude — maybe they
are shy because they had a parent who nev-
er validated them growing up and encour-
aged them to speak. Maybe they aren’t un-
kept and don’t care about their appearance
— perhaps they are suffering from debilitat-
ing depression, and it was all they could do
to even show up.

Maybe they aren’t aloof — maybe they
are worried about someone in the hospital.
Maybe they aren’t mad at you — they are
frustrated with their own set of circum-
stances, and you were an easy target. Per-
haps they don’t have the picture-perfect
marriage that is documented on social me-
dia — maybe she is in an abusive relation-
ship and is terrified of someone finding out.

See What Happened . . . Page 2

COLUMNIST

MEGAN RATHZ
When Nature Speaks
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ABC recognizes
Gaylor Electric as
‘Highest Performing
National Contractor’

The REPORTER 7%
ABC

Gaylor Elec-
tric has earned

multiple pres-

tlgious aWardS Associstad Budldars and Contractars
from  Associat- G Vi O n
ed Builders and -

Contractors
(ABC) at the 35th an-
nual Excellence in
Construction Awards
during ABC Conven-
tion 2025 on Feb. 26 in
Las Vegas.

At the forefront of
these achievements,
Gaylor Electric has
been named ABC’s
2025 Contractor of the
Year — one of the industry’s most coveted
honors. This award recognizes the com-
pany’s outstanding commitment to cor-
porate integrity, workforce development,
safety, and innovation. Gaylor Electric is
the first company in history to receive this
honor twice.

“For 26 years, ABC has recognized a
Contractor of the Year; Gaylor is the first
company to be named ABC Contractor of
the Year for a second time,” said 2025 Chair
of the ABC National Board of Directors
David Pugh, partner, Bradley, Birmingham,
Ala. “It is fitting that the nearly 40-year
member would receive such an accolade
during ABC’s 75th anniversary because this
contractor daily embodies the merit shop
philosophy in the ways they win work, up-
skill their workforce, defend fair and open
competition, deliver projects safely and
contribute meaningfully to communities.
Join me in congratulating the entire Gaylor
team, which demonstrates an unparalleled
commitment to cultivating strong business
relationships, resulting in continued client
loyalty. ABC is a better organization be-
cause of members like Gaylor.”

The Contractor of the Year is selected
by ABC’s National Executive Committee
for embodying the values outlined in the
association’s bylaws. Gaylor Electric is an
ABC Top Performer, an ABC Accredited
Quality Contractor and has achieved the
highest level in ABC’s STEP Safety Man-
agement System, Diamond. The company
has won numerous ABC National Excel-
lence in Construction Awards and Na-
tional Safety Excellence Awards.

Goodrlch

See Gaylor . . . Page 2
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Enjoy a spaghetti
dinner, support
Cicero library

The REPORTER

Spring 1is here,
and that means it’s ‘
time for the annu-
al Spaghetti Dinner
and Silent Auction at
Hamilton North Pub-
lic Library, 209 W. Brinton
St., Cicero.

Join the Friends of the
Library from 11:30 a.m. to
2 p.m. Sunday, April 27 for
a delicious dinner, including
pasta, breadsticks, salad,
and hand-crafted desserts,
all for a free-will donation.

You’ll also have the

) HNPL
Hamilten North
Public Library
Your Friendly Library

opportunity to put in your
last-minute bid on a wide
variety of gift baskets in the
silent auction. The Silent
Auction begins Monday,
April 21, in the main library,
with bidding ending at 1:45
p.m. Sunday, April 27.

All proceeds benefit the
library’s Summer Reading
Program.

News & Opinion

WHAT HAPPENED

Maybe she isn’t a bad
mom — maybe she was
never shown how to be a
mother from her own ex-
perience as a child. Maybe
he isn’t dramatic with loud
sounds when you read the
complaints on Next Door —
perhaps there is a traumatic
experience associated with
military combat and those
sounds bring back PTSD.

Maybe that person who
is obnoxious on social me-
dia and thinks everyone is
a captive audience for their
life is riddled with insecu-
rities and doesn’t have any
real friends, so they seek
validation from pretend
“friends” because it makes
them feel less alone.

Maybe that person who
voted for someone different
than you had a set of life
experiences and upbringing
different than you that made
them believe things and see
the world differently than
you. Maybe they aren’t stu-
pid or bad people — maybe
they just have a different
opinion and believe in their
heart that they are right.

Maybe she is always
late because she is a single
mom and doing the best she
can. Perhaps it's not that she
doesn’t think being on time
is important.

Maybe that lady at the
grocery store who seems
judgmental of your loud chil-
dren actually isn’t. Maybe

she actually really does love
kids, but she’s struggling
with infertility and she is un-
comfortable around children
because it makes her sad to
see you with yours.

Maybe the server at the
restaurant who forgot your
order is pre-occupied or just
got a call about their child
and is worried.

Maybe she isn’t just a
sloppy drinker every time
you get together — perhaps
she is riddled with anxiety
and has an unhealthy rela-
tionship with alcohol. May-
be that obese person you see
isn’t lazy — they are a victim
of childhood sexual abuse
and food was the way they
helped mask the pain.

from Page 1

Maybe the guy down the
street who seems grumpy
and always has his lights
off for Halloween is griev-
ing the loss of his own child
from years before.

It’s easy to sit on our
perch and judge everyone.
We all are guilty of it. Some-
times when you stop and
think about why someone is
the way they are — you can
realize that there is a story
to every single person you
meet. “Be kind. For everyone
you meet is fighting a battle
you know nothing about.”

Megan Rathz is a wife,
mother, and teacher. She
says everything she has ever
learned in life came from her
Master Gardener mother.

TOURISM

“Hamilton County
Tourism has supported us
in many ways throughout
the years, and this Tour-

ism Gives grant comes at
a pivotal time as our event
continues to grow in popu-
larity and attendance,” In-

diana Peony Festival CEO
Kelly McVey said. “These
funds will go toward ex-
panding and enhancing

Strawtown

cSTABLe &TRAILS

Horseback Riding Experience

- Enjoy year-round horseback
. riding, pony rides, and more

at Koteewi Stable & Trails!

Strawtown Koteewi Park

AeRtAL_ Ad\VeNTure

Treetop Trails

Koteewi Aerial Adventure
offers exciting obstacles
for all to enjoy!

Strawtown Koteewi Park

'ANge

Sport & Target Archery Center

Koteewi Range has archery

ranges, lessons, and equipment

or all skill levels.

For more information on hours of operation, prices,

and booking visit myhamiltoncountyparks.com.

the experience for our
visitors, ensuring we can
provide even more mem-
orable moments while
fostering the vibrant, wel-
coming atmosphere the
Indiana Peony Festival is
known for.”

Recipients of the 2025
Tourism Gives grant pro-
gram include:

*4-H Fair

* Actors Theatre of Indiana

* Atlanta New Earth Festival

* Booth Tarkington Civic The-
atre

* CarmelFest

* Carmel Arts & Design District/
City of Carmel

+ Carmel Clay Historical Soci-
ety

+ Carmel Community Players

+ Carmel Klavier International
Piano Competition

* Carmel International Arts Fes-
tival

* Carmel Jazz Fest

* Carmel PorchFest

* Carmel Symphony Orchestra

* Center for the Performing Arts

« Cicero Friends of Parks

+ Conner Prairie

* Fishers Art Center

» Fishers Arts Council

* Fishers Music Works

* Great American Songbook
Foundation

* Gregory Hancock Dance The-
ater

* Hamilton County Artists’ As-
sociation

* Hamilton County Parks &
Recreation

* Heartland Film Festival

* Indiana Peony Festival

* Indiana Wind Symphony

+ Jackson Township Trustee

+ Keep Noblesville Beautiful

* Lights Over Morse

« Museum of Miniature Houses

* Nickel Plate Express

+ Noblesville Cultural Arts Com-
mission (NCAC)

* Noblesville Cultural Arts Dis-
trict

* Noblesville Creates

* Noblesville Front Porch Music
Festival

* Noblesville Main Street

* Noblesville Parks

from Page 1

* Roberts Settlement
* SERVE Noblesville
+ Sheridan Historical Society
* Sheridan Main Street
+ Spark!Fishers
* The Nickel Plate District
* Westfield Playhouse/Main
Street Productions
* Westfield Welcome
For additional infor-
mation on the grants pro-
gram, contact Hamilton
County Tourism Director
of Community Engage-
ment Sarah Buckner at
sbuckner@hamilton-
countytourism.com.
About Hamilton County
Tourism
Hamilton County Tour-
ism Inc. is a nonprofit,
destination =~ management
organization that promotes
tourism  growth through
strategic marketing, hospi-
tality and development ini-
tiatives providing hospitali-
ty to more than five million
visitors to Hamilton County
each year.

GAYLOR

Gaylor CEO Chuck Go-
odrich served as chair of the
ABC National Board of Di-
rectors in 2016. Gaylor will
be featured in an upcoming
cover story of Construction
Executive magazine.

“Our mission has always
been to elevate the industry
by championing excellence,
integrity, and open competi-
tion,” Goodrich said. “To be
recognized as the National
Contractor of the Year on
our 40th anniversary — co-
inciding with the 75th year
of ABC’s remarkable legacy
—is truly one of the greatest
honors of my professional
career. This achievement is
a testament to our team’s
unwavering commitment to
quality and the values that
drive our industry forward.
I am incredibly grateful to
our employees, partners,
and clients who have made
this journey possible.”

Established in 1984 as
a merit shop electrical con-
tractor, Gaylor has grown
to a nearly $1 billion com-
pany with approximately
3,500 employees spread
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across 16 offices in seven
states. The company offers
design-build electrical con-
struction and 24/7, on-de-
mand electrical support and
utility service.

Honoring leadership
Ray Wallace named
ABC’s 2025 Young

Professional of the Year

Adding to Gaylor Elec-
tric’s celebration, Ray Wal-
lace, Operations Manager
for the company’s Nashville
office, has been named
ABC’s 2025 Young Pro-
fessional of the Year. This
award recognizes construc-
tion professionals under
40 who demonstrate out-
standing leadership, career
achievement, and dedica-
tion to the merit shop phi-
losophy.

Wallace, a U.S. Army
veteran who served in the
82nd Airborne Division,
transitioned to the con-
struction industry  after
his military service. Since
joining Gaylor Electric
in 2019, he has played a
pivotal role in growing
the company’s Nashville
operations by 60 percent,
leading major projects such
as Nashville Yards, Tanger
Outlets, and Amazon dis-
tribution centers.

“Ray’s unwavering de-
termination and proactive
approach to leadership sets
him apart from the rest,”
Goodrich said. “His com-
mitment to excellence and
his team-focused mentality
make him truly deserving of
this prestigious honor.”

In addition to his pro-
fessional achievements,
Wallace serves on the
board of ABC Greater Ten-
nessee, supports Go Build
Tennessee, and is involved
in Folds of Honor, which
provides scholarships to the
families of fallen and dis-
abled veterans.

from Page 1

Commitment to safety
Gaylor Electric receives
National Safety
Pinnacle Award

Gaylor Electric’s ded-
ication to maintaining the
highest safety standards
was also recognized with
a National Safety Pinnacle
Award, an honor shared by
only 52 contractors nation-
wide. The award is present-
ed to companies that ex-
emplify exceptional jobsite
safety practices and proac-
tive risk management.

“Safety has always been
our top priority,” Goodrich
said. “This award reinforces
our commitment to ensur-
ing that every team member
goes home safely at the end
of each day.”

Pugh added, “Gaylor
Electric exhibits an unre-
lenting commitment to job-
site safety. The leadership
and employees at Gaylor
make a choice every day to
create a culture that refuses
to compromise on safety,
ensuring every employ-
ee leaves the jobsite in the
same or better condition
than they arrived.”

A legacy of excellence

Founded in 1984, Gay-
lor Electric has grown into
a nearly $1 billion compa-
ny with 3,500 employees
across 16 offices in seven
states and jobsites nation-
wide. The company con-
tinues to lead the industry
through its design-build
electrical construction,
24/7 on-demand electrical
support, and utility ser-
vices, all while maintaining
a steadfast commitment to
workforce  development
and safety.

Gaylor Electric will be
featured in an upcoming
cover story in Construction
Executive magazine, further
highlighting its leadership
and achievements.
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By GARRETT BERGQUIST

than $1 billion next year

News
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Protesters demand steeper property tax cut

WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Frustrated  homeown-
ers on Monday said state
lawmakers should restore a
proposed rate reset in Gov.
Mike Braun’s property tax
plan.

The rally at the State-
house came as state law-
makers continue to argue
over the provisions of Sen-
ate Bill 1, the bill carrying
Braun’s property tax relief

proposal.
Brownsburg  resident
Sharlene  Bersinger told

News 8 her property tax bill
is nearly $3,000 per year
higher than it was four years
ago. She said this has cut
into her ability to buy things
for her children and grand-
children.

“I’'m not getting ready
to sell my house,” Bersinger
said. “I would like to leave it
for my kids when I'm gone.
But if taxes keep going the
way they are, I don’t know
if I can do that.”

The question of balanc-
ing meaningful property
tax relief with the needs of
public schools and munici-
pal services has bedeviled
lawmakers throughout the
debate over SB 1.

Braun’s original plan
would have reset all home-
owners’ property tax rates
back to 2021 levels. That
proposal would have cost
local governments more

and more than $1.5 billion
a year by 2028. This would
have included losses in the
tens of millions for some
school corporations. The
Senate removed that provi-
sion from the bill, prompt-
ing outrage from Braun’s
supporters and a veto threat
from the governor.

SB 1 is currently sit-
ting in the House Ways and
Means Committee, which
discussed a  potential
amendment to the bill last
week but did not vote on it.
Committee Chair Rep. Jeff
Thompson, R-Lizton, has
said he wants committee
members to explore differ-
ent options before they send
the bill to the House floor.
The committee has until
April 10 to send the bill to
the full House.

Braun headlined Mon-
day’s rally, which also
included Lt. Gov. Micah
Beckwith, three House Re-
publicans, and county com-
missioners from Brown and
Marshall counties.

“I'm asking this state
government to get back on
track and run itself effi-
ciently. It’s not like we’re
asking locals and school
districts to do anything
more,” Braun said.

The governor did not
directly address proposed
amendments to SB 1 but
said he expects the final ver-
sion will be more favorable

to homeowners while still
funding local services.

Marshall County Com-
missioner Jesse Bohannon
told the crowd he disagrees
with what many of his fel-
low city and county officials
have told lawmakers about
the potential impact of SB
1. He said governments like
his already have signifi-
cant cash reserves, some of
which he believes should be
refunded to taxpayers.

“If we set the right pri-

orities on the state and local
levels, we can cut taxes and
provide the effective, limit-
ed government that our peo-
ple deserve,” he said.

A small group of In-
dianapolis Public Schools
music teachers had a previ-
ously scheduled event near-
by, to which they included
signs decrying the potential
impact of SB 1. IPS would
have lost more than $19
million next year under the
original version of SB 1.

“Right as 1 started
playing, somebody shout-
ed at me, ‘You're taking
our property taxes,” and I
just thought, what are you
talking about? Public school
bands, school bands are tak-
ing your property taxes?”
music teacher Adrea Mc-
Cloud said. “The savings of
an average of $43 per home-
owner isn’t really going to
benefit the public but fully
funding our schools will.”

Bersigner  said  she

Reporter photo

doesn’t believe the argument
that SB 1 endangers schools
or municipal services.

“I'm from Brownsburg,
and they tried the scare tac-
tic with the school referen-
dum and they’re building
like crazy,” she said. “So
that was just a scare tactic
and gaslighting. I don’t be-
lieve any of it.”

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV
at  wishtv.com/news/indi-
ana-property-tax-reset-rally.

Reporter photos

People of many political persuasions filled the halls of the Statehouse Monday regarding Senate Bill 1, the property tax bill. From groups calling
for the complete elimination of property taxes to those calling for full funding of public education, Hoosiers had a lot to say to state leaders.
(ABOVE LEFT) WIBC’s The Kendall and Casey Show were on the scene outside the Lieutenant Governor’s office during the rally.
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https://wishtv.com/news/politics/indiana-property-tax-reform/
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VICTORIA SPARTZ

PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Join Our Quarterly

CONGRESSWOMAN

Town Halls

Hamilton County:
Westfield City Hall
130 Penn St, Westfield, IN 46074
Friday, March 28
6pm-8pm

Delaware County:
Muncie City Hall
300 N High St, Muncie, IN 47305
Saturday, March 29
TTam-lpm

Photos provided

(TOP) The 2025-26 officers and trustees of the Noblesville Elks Lodge #576.
(ABOVE LEFT) Exalted Ruler Phil Anderson (left) receives Officer of the
Year, presented by Past Exalted Ruler Steve Vallier. (ABOVE RIGHT) Mike
(left) and Marta Sweitzer were both named Elk of the Year, presented by Past

Please join for updates on
Congresswoman Spartz’s recent
work to:

® Fix healthcare to Make America
Healthy Again

® Reform Congress to balance the
federal budget

® Assist DOGE and President Trump in
eliminating waste, fraud, and abuse

® Advance policy solutions for veterans
and manufacturing jobs in our district

-

’n:“

Contact us at 317-848-0201
if you have any questions.
spartz.house.gov

Paid for by official funds authorized by the House of Representatives.

Exalted Ruler Steve Vallier.

Noblesville Elks
select new leadership

Submitted by
Terri Sigman-Kennedy

Last Saturday night, members and
guests of Noblesville Elks #576 gathered to
witness the installation of the new team of

officers for the coming year.

Officers for 2025/2026 are:

* Phil Anderson, Exalted Ruler

* Jerry Wides, Leading Knight

* Kim Koepfer, Loyal Knight

* Treva Vallier, Lecturing Knight
* Geoff Robinson, PSP, Secretary
» Mark Murphy, Treasurer

¢ Chris Ferguson, Inner Guard

* Lisa Robinson, Tiler

« Jeff Brown, PER, Esquire
* Michael Huber, Chaplain
* Steve Vallier, PER, Ed Koepfer, Blair

Carmosino, Trustees
Outgoing Exalted Ruler Steve Vallier

awarded “Elk of the Year” honors to Mike
and Marta Sweitzer. “Officer of the Year”
honors went to newly installed Exalted Rul-

er Phil Anderson, and the “Citizen of the

Year” honors went to Mark and Lisa Hall.
Looking ahead to an exciting year for
the Elks, the Noblesville Lodge will cel-
ebrate 125 years in 2025. There are many
events being planned to mark this mile-
stone. The Elks will be open to the Ppblic

in conjunction with the Peony Festival on

Saturday, May 17 for tours or questions on

the Lodge. Many more anniversary events

will continue through the month, leading

to the Finale on June 23.

For more information, check out Elks.org.

Spring Swing returns with

Red Carpet Glamour April

The REPORTER

Get ready for an un-
forgettable night of fun,
dancing, and glamour as
Westfield Welcome’s pop-
ular Spring Swing dance,
presented by Centier Bank,
returns to the Bridgewater
Club ballroom on Saturday,
April 19.

Spring Swing combines
the long-standing tradition
of the daddy-daughter and
mother-son dances, and
adds the “someone special”
category, which is open to
any child and their parent,
grandparent, aunt, uncle,
mentor, or other loved one
to ensure all families can
participate in the fun.

In keeping with this
year’s theme, “Red Carpet
Glamour,” the Bridgewa-
ter Club ballroom will be
transformed into a daz-
zling VIP experience fit for
Hollywood royalty. Each
dance session will feature
a professional DJ spin-
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ning family-friendly tunes,
themed crafts, delicious
snacks and refreshments,
outdoor games and activ-
ities suitable for all ages,
and a professional portrait
station to capture the mem-
ories.

Tickets are required for
each attendee and are $20
per person, regardless of
age. Tickets go on sale at
10 a.m. today, March 19,
and are expected to sell out
quickly, so be sure to pur-
chase yours while supplies
last. The dance sessions

A Bl

Photo provided by City of Westfield

available are:

*  Someone
Dance: 2 to 4 p.m.

* Mother-Son Dance:
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

. Daddy-Daughter
Dance: 7 to 9 p.m.

Westfield Welcome
recommends this event for
children ages 3 to 10. How-
ever, older children are wel-
comed to join in on the fun
as well.

For more information
about Spring Swing or to
purchase tickets, visit west-
fieldin.gov/events.

Special

State lawmakers push cybersecurity
requirements for schools & local governments

By GARRETT BERGQUIST
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Cybersecurity is a state
and national security issue,
cybersecurity professionals
and local government repre-
sentatives alike told a House

panel Monday.
The Indiana Office of
Technology already re-

searches and publishes cy-
bersecurity best practices,
but there is no requirement
to follow them. That could
change under legislation
working its way through the
General Assembly.
Beginning in 2027, ev-
ery unit of local government

in the state, along with all
school corporations and
public universities, would
have to follow cybersecuri-
ty rules and policies devel-
oped by the agency. They
also would need to carry cy-
bersecurity insurance.

Bill author Sen. Liz
Brown, R-Fort Wayne, said
the bill originated out of
conversations surrounding
school cybersecurity but
was later expanded to local
government units.

“They are connected to
the state, they have critical
infrastructure, they have a
lot of data on individuals, as
do schools,” Brown said.

Jeremy Miller, CEO of
the Indianapolis-based cy-
bersecurity firm Lionfish
Cyber Security, said criti-
cal municipal-level systems
such as water, sewer, and
gas systems are vulnerable
to cyberattack. He said the
vast majority of Indiana’s
counties lack the resources
to adequately protect their
systems and the bill pro-
vides critical guidelines for
local governments to follow.

Amy Krieg, of Acceler-
ate Indiana Municipalities,
which represents munici-
pal governments, said the

See Cyber . ..Page 5
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News

WISH-TV photos by Adele Reich

A group of Veterans and allies gathered Tuesday afternoon along State Road 32 at Federal Hill Commons in Noblesville with the theme of “Take Back
Our Rights.” They will march again from 4 to 6 p.m. Thursday at the same location and welcome anyone who wants to join them.

Indiana Connections
Academy opens enrollment

for 2025-2026 school year

Submitted

Indiana  Connections
Academy, a tuition-free full-
time public virtual school, is
now enrolling students in
grades K—12 for the 2025-
26 school year.

Indiana  Connections
Academy provides stu-
dents with the continuous
support of highly-skilled
teachers and a curricu-
lum that focuses on both
academics and helping
to build fundamental life
skills. This combination
fosters an environment for
students to gain the confi-
dence they need to thrive in
today’s modern world.

The 2025-26 academic
year will mark another year
of its expanded College and
Early Career Readiness pro-
gram for middle and high
school students. Building
on its success, this refined
offering integrates tradition-
al academic subjects with
industry-leading, career-fo-
cused options like IT, busi-
ness, health sciences and
marketing. This program
equips students with dura-
ble skills like leadership,
critical thinking and team-
work. Students can partic-
ipate in career exploration
and industry networking
opportunities to build con-
fidence, make connections
and find direction to prepare
for their future.

For more than a decade,
Indiana Connections Acad-
emy has served thousands
of students with a variety
of needs. Students com-
plete rigorous schoolwork
with virtual instruction and
support from state-certified
teachers. Students develop
a strong degree of intrinsic
motivation and critical think-
ing while enrolled at Indiana
Connections Academy.

The full-time online
school empowers students
to find their direction, build

confidence and make valu-
able connections through
its college and early career
readiness program. By com-
bining traditional course-
work, skills development
and partnerships with lead-
ing companies and higher
education institutions, Indi-
ana Connections Academy
offers students diverse op-
portunities to learn, grow,
and shape their future.
Throughout the year,
students can participate in
a variety of in-person ac-
tivities designed to foster
community and build mean-
ingful relationships. These
include field trips, student
government, National Hon-
or Society, prom, an in-per-
son graduation ceremony,
Back to School Connections
Week, Fall Fest, STEAM
Day, Winter Formal and
Spring Student Showcase.
Indiana Connections Acad-
emy also provides a wide
range of course options,
including core subjects like
math, science, language arts
and social studies; extensive
electives such as foreign
languages, digital technolo-
gy and career and technical
education; as well as honors
and AP courses. Additional-
ly, students can join an array
of online clubs, covering
interests like robotics, gam-
ing, poetry and art.
Enrollment for Indiana
Connections ~ Academy’s
2025-26 school year is
now underway for students
in grades K-12. Interested
families are encouraged to
attend one of the upcoming
online information ses-
sions to find out if virtual
school is the right fit for
their students. For more
information about Indiana
Connections Academy or
to begin the enrollment pro-
cess, call 1-833-591-0251
or visit IndianaConnec-
tionsAcademy.com.

CYBER

bill provides a healthy level
of accountability for local
governments.

The bill has already
passed the Senate with
near-unanimous  support.
The House Committee on
Government and Regula-
tory Reform did not vote
on the bill Monday morn-
ing due to concerns over
a provision requiring indi-
vidual units of government
to share their cybersecurity
plans with the state, some-

from Page 4

thing cybersecurity experts
pointed out might make
them vulnerable in the
event of an external hack.
Brown and House bill
sponsor Rep. Matt Leh-
man, R-Berne, said they
would work on language
to either tighten or remove
that provision.

This story was original-
by published by WISH-TV
at  wishtv.com/news/poli-
tics/indiana-local-govern-
ment-cybersecurity.

Westfield Farmers Market
accepting vendor applications
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The Westfield Farmers Market is now accepting applications from farmers, producers, and artisans
for the 2025 summer season. Those who sell honey, bread, produce, baked goods, plants and
flowers, cheeses, specialty beverages, meat, and pet food are encouraged to apply. The Market
also welcomes vendors selling unique, high-end handcrafted items such as candles, ceramics,
jewelry, art, soaps, etc. Click here to learn how to apply.

SIGN UP FOR

Be the first to receive Travel Westfield updates—your
trusted source for the latest news on roadwork, trail
projects, and construction developments shaping our
growing community.

u
e

Scan the QR code to
sign up or visit

westfieldin.gov/enews
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Hamilton County Veteran

Hamilton County Military Veteran Activities & Events

Service Organizations Apr 2, VA Claims & Veterans Career Day 3-7pm

American Legion Posts

Carmel Post 155 Kim Kilburn

852 West Main St Breakfast Sat & Sun 8-12
Carmel, In 46032  Treasure Hunt Fri 7p
317-846-0001  Tx Holdem Thurs & Sat
M,Tu 3-10pm, W,Th 10a-10p, F 10a-11a, Sa
8a-11p, Su 8a-8p.

Restaurant —Sa 8a-8p, Su 8a-12p Lunch W-
F 11a-2p, Dinner W-F 5-8p

Cicero Post 341 Tye Anderson

50 Washington Ave Treasure Hunt Tues 7p
Cicero, In 46034 Weekly Draw Su 6p,W 7p
317-984-4441 Bingo Fri 6p, Weekly Draw 8p
M-Th 3-10p, F-Sa 12-11p, Su 12-10p.
Restaurant Tu, W, F 4-8pm, Public P/U Tu-
W, F eat in or carry out

Fishers Post 470 Pat Menc

9091 E 126" St Treasure Hunt Fri 8pm $25K
Fishers, in 46038 Trivia Wed 6pm
317-842-5944 Breakfast 1% & 3™ Sun 8-11
M 3-10p, Tu-Sul2-10pm or when empty.
Restaurant Breakfast 15¢&34 Sun 9-12,
Food 12-8 Tu, 5-9 W, 12-9 Th, F 3-8 Sa, 12-5
Su

Noblesville Post 45 Gil Soria

273 S8M St Fri 645pm Treasure Hunt
Noblesville, in 46060

317-773-9985 Trivia every 1 & 3 Sat 7pm
M-Th 11a-10p, F11a-12p, Sa 12p-12a, Su
12p-8p

Restaurant M 6-8pm wings, Tu-F 530-830p,
Sat 9/14, 9/21, 9/28, 10/12 Breakfast 730-
930a Dinner 530-830p, Su 12-8p

Sheridan Post 67 Tom DeShon

406 E 10™ St

Sheridan, In 46069

317-758-5007

M 3-9p, Tu-Th 11-9p, F Sa 11-10p, Su 1-6p
Restaurant Lunch Tu-F 11a-2p, food service
till close

VEW Posts

Carmel Post 10003 Darin Bibeau
12863 Old Meridian St

Carmel, In 46032 Breakfast 2 & 4 Sat 8-11 Where: Delaware Township Government Center
317-846-0917 Thurs Treasure Hunt 7pm 9090 E. 131 St. Fishers IN 46038

Su-Sa 11a-11p. v

Restaurant - Breakfast 2" & 4t Sa 8a-11a,

Lunch 11a-2p & food service till 8p daily

VA Claims and \/
Career Day
ARE YOU CONNECTED?

«Enroll in VA healthcare
«File disability claims

HamCo CVSO Onsite
Indiana Wesleyan
Indiana Tech

Military One Source
WorkOne Central

VA Vocational Services

-Career Specialists

JOIN US!
April 2, 2025 from 3-7pm

Questions - kludeker-seibert@hamiltoncountyphhc.org

Carmel American Legion Post 155
852 West Main St Carmel, In.

Representatives will be on-site to answer your questions
about Federal and State benefits.

Career professionals will be onsite to assist our Military Veteran
Community to advance their career and find employment.

March 26 Suicide Prevention Training in Fishers
Talk Saves Lives

SUICIDE
PREVENTION
TRAINING J

Please join us

Talk Saves Lives: An Introduction to Suicide Prevention is
a community-based presentation that covers the general
scope of suicide, the research on prevention, and what
people can do to help save lives.

Taught by: Brittany Cheviron Smith LCSW, LSSW
Fishers Health Department Social Worker

When: Wednesday March 26th 5:30-7:00

Noblesville Post 6246 Eric Behrends
654 S 9™ St

Noblesville, In 46060 % ““‘3" & Delaware Township Trustee
317-773-9956

M-Th 11a-10p, F 11a-12a, Sa 12p-12a, Su S | '=2

12p-8p

Restaurant M-F 6-9p March 28 Public Service Hiring Event
2ND ANNUAL

PUBLIC SERVICE

HIRINGEVENT

Sponsored by:
Fishers Health Department Z.

Non-Profit Veteran Orgs
Hamilton County Veterans Corp

P.O. Box 503

Noblesville, in 46061

secretary @hamiltoncountyveterans.com
Meets 7pm the 1% Monday Monthly at the
Fishers American Legion. Our website
https://www.hamiltoncountyveterans.com/
has 40 pages of resources for our Military
Veteran community

Navy Club Hamilton County Ship 29
Meets 4" Wed 530pm dinner 630pm meeting
at Gingers Cafe 1111 S 10™ St Noblesville

GOV'T

Hamilton County Veteran Service

Officers

317-776-9610 Hours — 9am-4pm Weekdays
CVSO — Tom Logan
Tom.logan@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

Assistant CVSO — Robin Wilson
robin.wilson@hamiltoncounty.in.gov -1
Assistant CVSO — Caroline Franz
caroline.franz@hamiltoncounty.in.gov
Admin Assistant — Christina Ellis
christina.ellis@hamiltoncounty.in.gov

Carmel American Legion Post 155, 852 W Main St

Veterans
2. oA

Communities

National Vietnam War Veterans Day Mar 29, 2025
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We Will Never Forget...
Watch ‘The Journey Home’ Movie Trailer

https://vimeo.com/521654918

Volunteer to help Honor, Remember and Welcome

Home our Vietnam Veterans
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20FOB4CA4AD2BAGF8S

55185776-march#/

Since August 2015, our mission at Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans has been to
FIND, THANK and REPAY Hoosier Vietnam Era Veterans. WHVV & community
partners have held over 250 special “Welcome Home" events in ALL 92 Indiana
Counties with the Indiana Vietnam Veterans Gift Program, A TIME TO HONOR book
& DVD set. This extremely successful statewide outreach program honors,
remembers and preserves the memories of Hoosier Vietnam Era Veterans. A 2021
collaboration with Indiana Daughters of the American Revolution has been a key
component to many of these community events taking place ensuring all Indiana
public libraries and high schools have a donated copy of A Time To Honor. We
connect Veterans to earned benefits and resources. We have impacted over 20,000
military families!

Our final “Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans” appreciation event with this Vietnam
Gift Outreach will be on National Vietnam War Veterans Day, Saturday, March
29th, 2025. This is the last year for the Department of Defense 50th
Commemoration of the Vietnam War. The event will take place at the Johnson
County Indiana National Guard Armory, 325 Minuteman Way, Franklin, Indiana,
46131.

Highlights include a luncheon, Huey Helicopter Flights provided by Columbus
Indiana Huey, a special viewing of The Journey Home documentary. All attendees
will receive a copy of A Time To Honor—Stories of Service, Duty and Sacrifice
book/DVD. Our Honored Guest is Indiana’s own Medal of Honor Recipient Sammy
L. Davis. Invited special guests include former Vice President Mike Pence, Governor
Braun, The Adjunct General of Indiana Larry Muennich, Senator Aaron Freemen,
Franklin Mayor Steve Barnett, Indiana State Daughters of the American Revolution
Regent Elaine Sholty, MG Ret. R. Martin Umbarger, Indiana Department of Veterans
Affairs Director Jake Adams, and officials from the Department of Indiana American
Legion, VFW Department of Indiana, Indiana DAV, AMVETS, Civil Air Patrol, DAR
Leadership, IMMHG, and others. It is free and open to the public

We hope you will consider joining us to make this a very special day for Indiana
Vietnam Veterans

Christmas In June Care Package Drive

* % ,?HAMILTON

Veterans
ZV‘A/JCOPP

“Christmas in June” Care Package Drive for our
Deployed Hoosiers - Feb 12" till May 10*"

Please help us collect gifts to send care packages to our deployed Hoosier troops
for a “Christmas in June”, Purchase gifts on the list below and bring them to your
local Hamilton County VFW or American Legion Post where they will be collected
and brought to the Fishers American Legion Post for wrapping and packaging on
May 10 at 5Spm. We also need to raise money for shipping costs, so please donate
online at https://donorbox.org/hamilton-county-veterans-corp or drop off funds
at your Legion & VFW where you leave the goods for the care packages. We need
the gifts and funds delivered by May 2™ 2025, THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP!!!

Here are your local Hamilton County VFW & American Legion Post's addresses.
Carmel American Legion Post 155 - 852 West Main St, Carmel, In 46032

Carmel VFW Post 10003 - 12863 Old Meridian ST, Carmel, In 46032

Cicero American Legion Post 341 - 50 Washington Ave, Cicero, In

Fishers American Legion Post 470 - 9091 E 126™ St, Fishers, In

Noblesville Amerkan Legion Post 45 - 273 S 8™ St, Noblesville, In 46060
Noblesville VFW Post 6246 - 654 S 9™ 5t, Noblesville, In 46060
Sheridan American Legion Post 67 - 406 E 10 5¢, Sheridan, In

Care Package Gifts Needed for Our Deployed Troops

Suggested items requested by those deployed include Card games (Phase 10, Uno...), Puzzies,
small boxes of Keurig cups, Graphic t-shirts Men's and Women's (Sizes S - 3x), water bottles,
throw blankets, Decorations -Christmas lights, signs, banners as people love to decorate their
living quarters or office space. If you've been deployed, bring what you wanted back then

Questions or if you wish to volunteer for packaging day, please contact;
lynn at treasurer@hamiltoncountyveterans.com

Tracy at auxiliarypostd 70@gmail.com

oBLESVILLg

Nicket Plate

Trailer Park Tragedy
Dust off your best trailer park attire
and get ready for an evening of
laughs, suspense, and unforgettable
fun! In this interactive murder
mystery, guests are the actors. Enjoy
the show plus a BBQ dinner.

Spring Field Trip Days
Learn about railroad history, safety
and more aboard the historic Nickel

Plate Express. Take a 45-minute train

ride, talk with the Conductor and

Engineer and see history in action.
Tickets are just $12 per person.

HERITAGE RAILROAD

March 29 and 30

April 29 and May 13

Easter Express

All aboard for a springtime Easter
adventure. Enjoy an interactive story
with the Easter Bunny and Farmer
Brown, a sweet treat and our special
Nickel Plate bunny punch.

EST
ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY OF RAIL TRAVEL!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds and experience of a ride in
our 1950s Santa Fe equipment.

Railbike Season

Bike the historic line north and
south from Forest Park using unique
“railbikes” that operate on the existing
railroad tracks. The NPX Railbike is
the first of its kind in Indiana and one
of the few available in the Midwest!

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 12.5 miles of the former

) April 12,13 and 19
Nickel Plate Road between Noblesville and Atlanta.

NICKELPLATEEXPRESS.COM

Opens April 4!

Excursions board in Noblesville at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ALL ABOARD! NicKELPLATEEXPRESS.COM

\
/



https://nickelplateexpress.com/

News 7

3.14 times any normal level of fun

Thank you to the community for supporting Noblesville Schools students and teachers. The Noblesville Schools
Education Foundation's signature Miller-Palooza fundraiser brought in a record $160,000 this year, which
will support a wide variety of enrichment, recognition, and support initiatives for educators and students.
Hall of Fame honorees were announced at the event, and Superintendent Dan Hile and Mayor Chris Jensen
even took pies in the face (from their wives!) to support the cause. (Photos provided by Noblesville Schools)
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(ABOVE) Julie Jensen (left), wife of Noblesville Mayor Chris Jensen (right) looked like she had been planning this moment for a looooooong time.

-

(ABOVE LEFT) Tony Oilar (left) and Kathy Kreag Williams (second from left) are among the inaugural inductees of the Noblesville Schools Hall of Fame.
(ABOVE RIGHT) Superintendent Dr. Dan Hile eventually discovered no one was safe from the classic pie-to-the-face routine.

CONGRESSWOMAN

ICTORIA SPARTZ

%I # PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA'S STH DISTRICT

Constituent Services
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Help with Federal Agencies

I can help you when dealing with
federal agencies, including:

P
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® Social Security issues
® Medicare claims

® Veterans benefits

® Passport assistance
® |RS questions
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Obtain commemorative flags flown
over the US Capitol from my office.

Military Academy Nominations

High school students in our district

may contact my office to request a
nomination to attend one of our nation’s
service academies.

i US Capitol and White House
A Tour Requests
4TI

My office can help arrange tours
throughout our nation’s capital.

West District Office: (317) 848-0201 East District Office: (765) 639-0671
www.spartz.house.gov


https://spartz.house.gov/
https://readthereporter.com/noblesville-schools-announces-first-hall-of-fame-inductees/

By LARRY ADAMS
A Seat on the Aisle

“Does that mean I can
do anything?”

Twenty years ago, the
late, eminent, pediatric neu-
rologist Dr. Bradford Hale
handed me a slim, red pa-
perback in our office hall-
way and nearly wordlessly
walked away. Though he
had given me books before,
this one was different. The
cartoonish depiction of a
dead dog on the cover, as
well as the chapters marked
by only prime numbers,
drew me in, and after only
a few pages I found I could
not put it down.

The Curious Incident of
the Dog in the Night-time
was then and remains now
a relatively obscure but
fiercely championed book.
Translated into 36 different
languages and the winner
of multiple awards since its
publication, it may well be
the most highly acclaimed
book you’ve never read.
But it’s one of those land-
mark sorts of books — once
you’ve read it, you’re nev-
er really quite the same. It
presents the world, at least
that of its setting in and
around London, in a fresh
and revealing way: through
the prism of its lead char-
acter Christopher Boone’s
neurodivergent  disorder.
But that disorder (often the-
orized by readers to be As-
perger Syndrome, though it
is never specifically iden-
tified) is ultimately not all
that important to the themes
of the work.

Author Mark Haddon
once wrote, “The Curious
Incident is not a book about
Asperger’s ... if anything
it’s a novel about difference,
about being an outsider”
— and that is undoubtedly
a good part of its appeal.
We’ve all been there. We’ve
all felt as if we don’t belong,
lost in a world we don’t un-
derstand and that doesn’t
understand us.

But it’s also more than
that. It’s about limitations.
It’s about family, about our
shortcomings within the
family dynamic, about the
pain and guilt that inevita-
bly ensues and that all of us,
at one time or another, have

suffered in our lives and our
relationships.

Although Haddon him-
self claimed his book was
“unadaptable,” his friend
and playwright Simon Ste-
phens took on the challenge
and adapted it to the Lon-
don stage anyway in 2012,
where it quickly became
a sensation, garnering five
Tony Awards, including
“Best Play.” From there it
has spread across the globe,
landing now at Carmel’s
Studio Theater for Civic
Theatre’s outstanding pro-
duction of The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the
Night-time.

Let me say at the start
that director Jay Hemphill
has chosen a beast of a
play for his debut at Civic.
A seemingly endless suc-
cession of rapid-fire scene
changes, a relatively small
cast throwing on and off
costumes and character
roles with barely enough
time to catch a breath, mul-
timedia, choreography (yes,
choreography!), and final-
ly, finding a young actor
with the chops to pull off a
nearly uninterrupted, two-
hour portrayal of a literally
unfathomable character —
these are just a few of the
challenges posed by this
production. It’s a show that
doesn’t just allow for cre-
ativity, it demands it.

Fortunately, Hemphill,
his cast, and his crew pull it
all off to remarkably satis-
fying effect. Inspired light-
ing, scenery, and sound
design choices work seam-
lessly with taut direction to
keep the action moving in a
play that could easily bog
down under its own weight.
A talented group of en-
semble actors handle their
brief but varied roles with
aplomb, fleshing out the
world of the show without
distracting from the major
points of the storyline.

The major supporting
actors, save for a few in-
stances of cringey, opening
night overacting that I hope
will be tamped down over
the run of the production,
all do a good job of giving
the show the needed emo-
tional depth that the protag-
onist Christopher inherently
cannot provide. Shining

Meeting Notices

The Sheridan Public Library
Board of Trustees will hold a
work session at 5:30 p.m. Mon-
day, March 24, 2025, at the li-
brary, located at 103 W. Ist St.

The Westfield Plat Committee
meeting scheduled for Monday,
March 24, 2025, has been can-
celed. Business items will be car-
ried over to a future meeting.

Send Meeting Notices to: News@ReadTheReporter.com

Opinion & News

Like life itself, this curious play
has its own obstacles to overcome

Photo provided by Booth Tarkington Civic Theatre

Eric Reiberg as Ed Boone (left) with Ozzy Heath

as his son, Christopher.

particularly brightly is Eric
Reiberg as Christopher’s fa-
ther, Ed, a man who inspires
love, hate, compassion, and
fear almost simultaneously.
Navigating what is in some
ways the most complex and
sympathetic character in
the story, Reiberg adeptly
portrays a rough but loving
father attempting to do the
right thing, but who is clear-
ly in over his head.

The success of The Cu-
rious Incident, though, ul-
timately hangs squarely on
the shoulders of the actor
playing young Christopher
Boone — a role challeng-
ing perhaps not so much
in range as in sheer endur-
ance. Lebanon High School
senior Ozzy Heath tackles
this assignment in full, with
an amazing mastery of dia-
logue, demeanor, and body
language. I expect great
things of this young man on
the boards in the future.

Although Civic offers
up a nearly flawless produc-
tion here, the show itself is
not without its faults. The
original novel is a marvel,
the stage adaptation not
as much. A “play within a
play” conceit comes seem-
ingly out of nowhere at the
start of the second act and
frankly never really works.
And although the first act
builds nicely to a shocking
emotional wallop by in-
termission, the second act
tends to drag, partly because
the central mysteries of the
story have already been
solved, leaving the cleanup
to carry the weight of the
entire second act, and part-
ly because, at its heart, The
Curious Incident violates
one of the prime rules of fic-
tion. Fiction, it is correctly
said, is about change; there-
fore, a protagonist who, by
design, doesn’t and cannot
change is simply and ulti-
mately unable to sustain an
extended length novel, or a
two-act play.

The poor balance be-
tween scenes in Act 2
doesn’t help, and again I lay

this at the feet of the play-
wright rather than the cur-
rent production. A flashy but
overly drawn-out depiction
of Christopher’s journey to
London, in which almost
nothing of consequence to
the plot occurs, consumes
time that could have been
better spent on character or
theme development. The
series of choppy and some-
times unrelated vignettes
that follow do little to im-
prove the situation. Char-
acters and situations fly in
and out so fast as to nearly
defy any real coherence or
meaning.

Finally, the playwright’s
bafflingly celebratory “ad-
dendum” to the story seems,
in my mind, to negate the
otherwise incredibly poi-
gnant ending and, in fact,
the entire premise of the
show, and is in complete
contradiction to the presen-
tation of the same feature
in the book. I may be the
only person in the world
who thinks this, though, so
take it for what it’s worth.
The audience thoroughly
enjoyed it.

The Curious Incident
is often cited as a celebra-
tion of difference, but I
would praise it rather dif-
ferently — as an insightful
yet tragic realization of the
isolation and limitations
inherent in the human con-
dition. “Does this mean I
can do anything?” Chris-
topher plaintively asks at
one point. The answer, for
Christopher — for all of us
—1s “no.” Not everyone can
grow up to be President.
Not everyone gets to be
an astronaut. Not everyone
gets a happy childhood or
even a satisfying marriage.

In the end, The Curious
Incident reminds us, we all
take what small victories
we can, bear the burdens we
must — and just try to find
a little meaning, love, and
peace along the way.

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle
at asota.wordpress.com.

Your Hometown Weatherman!

Photo illustration by Shea Lazansky / IlU Kokomo
The students’ work will be on display in the
gallery through April 2.

Local high school
artists’ work on display
at IlU Kokomo gallery

The REPORTER

The creativity of near-
ly 70 north central Indiana
high school juniors and se-
niors is showcased in the
Indiana University Koko-
mo Art Gallery’s 27th An-
nual High School Art Exhi-
bition.

The exhibition continues
through Wednesday, April 2
in the Gallery, located in the
IU Kokomo Library Build-
ing, 2300 S. Washington St.

The exhibition includes
work by students from eight
schools, in media including
drawing, painting, ceram-
ics, mixed media, and more.

Locally, 21 students
from three high schools
took part in the exhibition.

* Guerin Catholic High
School: Abbie Beuter, Kar-
en Molinar, Caroline Nor-
vanis, Lilly Richardson,
Annabelle Snyder, and Ol-
ivia Spomer

*  Sheridan  High

School: Noah Barrick, Lucy
Cooper, Anna Knochel, Al-
lison Luna, Alexis Muller,
Zora Shepard, and Scarlett
Wittbrod

* Tipton High School:
Arabelle  Capes, Lucy
Lightfoot, Alliah Moore,
Savana Morris, Adam Na-
den, McCartney Sherard,
Lorelai Tragesser, and Tay-
lor Turner

The exhibition is free
and open to the public in
the Gallery from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Thursday. The Gallery is
closed Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday. Visitors are invit-
ed to vote for the People’s
Choice award winners by
ballot available at the Gal-
lery’s front desk. The win-
ner will be announced in
carly April.

For more information
about the IU Kokomo Art
Gallery, visit kokomo.
iu.edu/gallery.

No Title Needed tackles film
festival, where titles are needed

Submitted

No Title Needed is
a show celebrating the
passions that enrich our
lives. This week, No Title
Needed welcomed Brian
Wilkes (you know him
as Chief Meteorologist at
FOX59) and Jessica Chap-
man, both involved in The
Heartland Film Festival.

Wilkes is the co-chair,
along with his wife Gigi,
for the second year. Learn
about the major fundrais-
er coming up on April 11
with Cinemania as the sig-
nature event of said fund-
raiser. Hosted at Crane
Bay, the theme is all about
‘80s dance films with a fo-
cus on Purple Rain. There
will be a tribute band
called The Breakfast Club.
Some other movies will
include Footloose, Flash-
dance, and others. Guests
are being encouraged to
embrace the theme and
dress up — the event is sure
to be full of big hair and
big fun.

Hosts Cindy Collins
and Scott Osborne also
talk about Wilkes becom-
ing a meteorologist and
about his love of movies.
Find out what led the class

Inspiration Session: Creative Panel

clown to take on that job.
Chapman joins in describ-
ing her attendance at the
festival from an early age
and how she “fell in love”
right then.

The two discuss how
to get tickets by going to
heartlandfilm.org/cine-
mania and they explain
the ‘party pack’ option.

The Heartland Film
Festival is the premier film
festival in the Midwest and
has been one of the top 25
film festivals in the world
for the past two years.

Next week, tune in to
meet Carmel City Council-
man Adam Aasen. A coun-
cilman since 2019, Aasen
iS a communications spe-
cialist, a community vol-
unteer, a former restaurant
owner, and journalist.

You can listen to No
Title Needed every week
as Scott Osborne and Cin-
dy Collins welcome a new
guest and explore what
fuels people and passions
beyond the 9-to-5 grind.

Each week, the podcast
will be recorded inside
Feinstein’s at Hotel Car-
michael and air at 8 am.
on Mondays. Follow the
podcast on Facebook.

Title Needed Podcast

Tori Witter, Creative Director at TriAD CTV + Executive Director of Indy

Design Week

Patrick Armstrong, Host of Conversation Piece Podcast
Moderated by Anne O'Brien, Founder of Create What You Crave

Light bites + drinks

checite

what you crave.
@ Copelripiliy o/mw credives

Wednesday, March 26 | 6 - 8 p.m.
Brown Hound Studios, Carmel
We're bringing together local creatives and visionaries for an intimate, facilitated

conversation with live music, local artists, interactive activities, and meaningful
connections in a vibrant, creative space.

Featuring a discussion panel of local creatives:
Scott Osborne, Artist + Owner of Brown Hound Studios + Co-host of No

Guests will enjoy activities to reset and fuel their creativity, including:
¢ Live music featuring Fred Miller



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/create-what-you-crave-inspiration-session-tickets-1243596854669
https://www.heartlandfilm.org/cinemania
https://www.heartlandfilm.org/cinemania
https://www.facebook.com/notitleneededshow
http://kokomo.iu.edu/gallery
http://kokomo.iu.edu/gallery
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=Meeting%20Notice
https://www.paulpoteet.com/
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Sun King Brewery
breaks ground in Westfield

BLE BUSINESS ADVISORS

G
Ly PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

CERT
Wendy Stevens cra, CGMA, MSA
Certified Business Advisor

Phone 1317.281.9063 + Fax | 317.219.0510
wendy.stevens@wstevenscpa.com
52 South 9th Street, Suite 3 * Noblesville, IN 46060
www.wstevenscpa.com

W, Stevens LLP DBA Noble Busness Advisors

= Grant Research

* Proposal Writing
* Planning

* Other Fundraising

GRANTS & MORE

Your Road To Fundraising Success!

(317) 750-1204

www.greenavenue.info + amys@greenavenue.info

Photo provided by City of Westfield
The City of Westfield and the Westfield Chamber of Commerce held a ceremonial groundbreaking
last Friday, March 14 for the forthcoming Sun King Brewery. This Sun King will be part of the new
Union Square development just north of Grand Junction Plaza.

Indiana Democrats choose former
State Senator Karen Tallian to lead

The REPORTER

Former State Senator
Karen Tallian (D-Ogden
Dunes) was elected by the
State Central Committee
last Saturday morning as
the next Chair of the Indi-
ana Democratic Party.

“l am honored and
humbled by the State
Central Committee's con-
fidence in me to serve as
Indiana Democratic Party
Chair,” Tallian said. “As
we move forward, it is our
job as Democrats to both
reunite internally and re-
unite with the working
Hoosiers who may feel
left behind by the Party in
recent years. [ am ready to

get to work elect-
ing  Democrats
up and down the
ballot.”

Tallian served
in the State Sen-
ate for District
4, and represent-
ed portions of
Porter, LaPorte,
and Lake coun-
ties from December 2005
through November 2021.
During her time in the
Senate, she served as the
Democratic Caucus Chair
between 2016 and 2020.

As a state senator,
Tallian earned the title
“Champion of Labor” for
her work building rela-

Tallian

tionships  with
labor leaders
and fighting for
working  Hoo-
siers. She fought
for the decrim-
inalization of
cannabis and to
raise Indiana’s
minimum wage
from the federal
level of $7.25 an hour.

Tallian says she looks
forward to rebuilding the
party, holding a town hall
tour to hold Indiana Re-
publicans accountable at
the state and federal level,
and preparing for the 2026
and 2028 elections.

Here are the other lead-

Indiana American Water
shares tips to find and fix leaks
during “Fix a Leak Week”

Submitted

Indiana American Water
highlights U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s
(EPA) Fix a Leak Week
2025 by providing tips to
help customers find and fix
leaks in their homes.

“As we celebrate Fix a
Leak Week, it's crucial to
recognize the significant
benefits of addressing leaks
in your home or business,”
Indiana American Water
President Barry Suits said.
“Fixing leaks not only con-
serves water, a precious
resource, but also reduces
your utility bills and pre-
vents potential damage to
your property. By taking
proactive steps to repair
leaks, we contribute to a sus-
tainable future and ensure
the reliability of our water
systems. Let's work together
to make every drop count.”

According to the EPA,
leaks are present in about
10 percent of households,
which can waste 90 gallons
of water or more per day.
Below are a few common

places to check for leaks in-
side your home:

* Toilets: A defective
plunger ball or flapper valve
can waste water by causing
the tank to continually drain
and refill. To test, drop a
dye-tracing tablet or a small
amount of food coloring in
the tank and wait five min-
utes. If the dye-colored wa-
ter seeped into the bowl, you
may have a leak and need to
replace the defective part.

* Faucets: A leaky
faucet can waste more
than 3,000 gallons of wa-
ter per year. If you notice
one dripping, try closing
it tightly. If it continues to
drip, the washer may need
to be replaced.

* Washing machine: If
you see water on the floor
under your washing ma-
chine, that could indicate a
leak. You may want to call a
repair service.

* Bathtubs and show-
ers: Check the spout and
shower head for dripping
water. New washers may
be needed on the faucet

handles.

* Boiler system: If the
sound of running water is
continuous and does not
stop and start periodically,
there may be a leak. Contact
a professional to check it
and perform repairs.

Indiana American Wa-
ter invests nearly $200
million each year across its
service territories to replace
new water mains, water and
wastewater treatment facil-
ities, hydrants, meters, and
other distribution system
upgrades to help make sure
its 1.5 million customers
receive safe, clean, reliable
water.

Learn more and down-
load Indiana Water’s new
leak detection kit here.
Customers can check for
usage spikes and manage
accounts through MyWa-
ter, the company’s online
customer portal. Other ways
to conserve and information
about the value of water are
located on Indiana Ameri-
can Water’s website in the
Water Learning Center.

Hamilton Gounty
Renorter

v/ More News

[ﬁ Like us on
Facebook

v/ More Sports

... and more readers!

Music every Wednesday & F"d*/

v 1/2 Price Bottles of Wine
On Wednesdays

Reservations Recommende

¥ 311-800-2051

31 50 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Catering: PastoltalianoWestfield@gmail.com

ers who were elected at
Saturday’s meeting for the
2025-29 term: Alex Ny-
irendah as Vice Chair, Erin
Retif as Secretary, and Mi-
chael Griffin as Treasurer.

RESTAURANT

RO

LIFETIME LEGACY LAWYERS
Pocdcast

https://lifetimelegacylawyers.com

ADLER
attorneys

136 SOUTH 9TH STREET
SUITE 400
NOBLESVILLE, IN 46060
317-773-1974

1010 WEST 8TH STREET
SUITE 5
ANDERSON, IN 46016
765-642-2080

CONTACT US

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE
at the Historic Adler Building.
Contact Kim Watson at
317-773-1974 for details.



https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.amwater.com/inaw/Water-Wastewater-Information/detecting-leaks
https://www.amwater.com/inaw/
https://www.amwater.com/inaw/
https://www.amwater.com/inaw/Water-Wastewater-Information/water-learning-center/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
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Ronald Lee Gerber
May 5, 1952 — March 15, 2025

Ronald Lee Gerber, 72, Noblesville, passed away on Sat-
urday, March 15, 2025, at St. Vincent
Hospital in Indianapolis. He was born
on May 5, 1952, to David and Alberta
(Brantlinger) Gerber in Noblesville and
was a lifelong Noblesville resident.

Ron worked for Fred’s Frozen
Foods in Noblesville for 25 years,
Chrysler Casting Plant in Kokomo for
12 years, then Firestone in Noblesville
for two years as a Journeyman Ma-
chine Repairman. He was a member of Strawtown Com-
munity Church. Ron was a Little League Coach, Boy Scout
Leader, and a great storyteller. He enjoyed fishing, rabbit
hunting, and drives through the country. Ron loved watch-
ing John Wayne movies and looking at old cars. He was a
hard worker and always put his family first.

He is survived by his wife of 53 years and high school
sweetheart, whom he met in 1969 and loved the rest of his
life, Deborah A. Gerber (McConnell); sons, Jeffrey L. (Tam-
my) Gerber, Matthew S. (Kristin) Gerber, and Michael A.
Gerber; grandchildren, McKenzie (Tyler) Jackson, Kenne-
dy Gerber, Kendall Gerber, Evan Gerber, and Grant Gerber;
great-grandchild, Conner Jackson; sisters, Roxanne Gerber
and Tammy Eller; several nieces and nephews; sister-in-
law, Robin Keith; and brother-in-law, Steve McConnell.

He was preceded in death by his parents; father- and
mother-in-law, Darrell and Shirley McConnell; and broth-
er-in-law, David A. McConnell.

Services will be held at 1 p.m. Wednesday, March 19,
2025, at Randall & Roberts Funeral Home, 1150 Logan St.,
Noblesville, with Pastor Rick Huffman officiating. Visita-
tion will be from 11 a.m. to the time of service at the funeral
home. Burial will be at Crownland Cemetery in Noblesville.

Memorial contributions may be made to Strawtown
Community Church, 23165 Essig Ave., Noblesville, IN
46060.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries

The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families
for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday
also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask
that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to submit
\ obituaries at ReadTheReporter.com/obitform. J

Notice
Goddard Schools (10445 Commerce Drive, Carmel, Indiana 46032) is

submitting a Notice of Intent to the Indiana Department of Environmental
Management of our intent to comply with the requirements of 327 IAC 15-5 to
discharge storm water from construction activities associated with the Goddard
School Noblesville project area located at 4903 Castamere Drive, Noblesville,
Indiana 46062. Runoff from the project site will discharge to Vestal Ditch.
Questions or comments regarding this project should be directed to Kelly Canter
of Veridus Group (representative of Goddard Schools).
R5916

3/19/25, 3/24/25

Obituaries

Rebecca Angeline Dell

August 14, 1927 — March 13, 2025

Rebecca Angeline Dell, 97, Sheridan, passed away
Thursday morning, March 13, 2025, at
Maple Park Village in Westfield. Born
August 14, 1927, in Tipton County,
she was the daughter of the late Vern F.
and Opal Gladis (Henderson) Partlow.

She attended Sheridan High School.

Rebecca worked as a seamstress
with Aero Drapery for 10 years before
hiring on at Sheridan Healthcare Cen-
ter. She eventually took over the role
of head cook and quickly became a favorite of all the resi-
dents. Cooking was one of her gifts. She loved sharing her
talents with everyone who lived there and always tried her
best to cater to their special requests.

A woman of many talents, Rebecca also loved canning
and gardening. She loved exploring outside her comfort
zone and always enjoyed helping people in any way she
could, which is exactly how she ended up keeping the
books for her husband when he ran his milk routes.

Although she was a hard worker, she also knew how to
relax. She loved watching Wheel of Fortune, and her hand-
held solitaire game was never too far out of reach.

There was nothing more important to Rebecca than her
family, both two-legged and four. She loved following her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren’s adventures, but
sometimes it was the company of her pets (especially her
feline BFF, Baby) that brought her the most comfort.

Rebecca is survived by her son, Charles William Dell,
Jr. (Anita) of Sheridan; two daughters, Janet Sue Dell of
Sheridan and Judy Ann Bohannon of Sheridan; four grand-
children, Scott Dell (Jen), Chris Dell (Michelle), Brian Dell
(Kim), and Randy Dell (Olivia); 13 great-grandchildren,
Decatur, Domonick, Donovan, Emma, Madelyn, Katelyn,
Stella, Cora, Chloe, Leighton, Norah, Taylor, and Cody;
and by her sister, Barbara Savage (Lester) of Sheridan.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Vern F. and
Opal Gladis (Henderson) Partlow; two brothers (and sis-
ters-in-law), Charles Partlow and wife Lou, and Kenneth
“Pete” Partlow and wife Wilma “Chick” Partlow; sister
(and brother-in-law), Marjorie Law and husband Donel;
brother-in-law (and sister-in law), Clark Dell and wife
Gail; son-in-law, Robert Bohannon; grandson, Jordan Dell;
and by her husband, Charles William Dell, Sr., on May 30,
1995. She and Charles were married on October 2, 1944.

Services will be held at 1 p.m. Friday, March 21, 2025,
at Kercheval Funeral Home, 306 E. 10th St., Sheridan, with
visitation from 11 a.m. until the time of service. Burial will
follow at Crown View Cemetery in Sheridan. Rev. Rex
Dunning will be officiating.

In honor of a very special person, please plant a tree,
bush, or flower in memory of Rebecca.

Condolences: kerchevalfuneralhome.com

— HAMILTON COUNTY —

NOTICE OF ABANDONED VEHICLE
2006 Pontiac G6
VIN 1G2ZG558964208477
Will be towed at owners expense if not claimed
R5876 3/8, 3/10, 3/12, 3/13, 3/14, 3/15, 3/17, 3/19, 3/20, 3/21/2025

TODAY’S BIBLE READING

THE PRIESTLY GARMENTS
From the blue, purple and scarlet yarn they made
woven garments for ministering in the sanctuary.
They also made sacred garments for Aaron, as the
Lord commanded Moses.

Exodus 39:1 (NIV)

Steven Dale Heniser
November 10, 1945 — March 14, 2025
On March 14, 2025, the world lost a dedicated and loy—

al soul Steven Dale Heniser. Born in
Portland, Ind., on November 10, 1945,
Steven spent his vibrant life committed
not just to his work but to the people
and passions that brought him joy. He
was a steadfast fixture in the news in-
dustry, having spent many years as a
Printer and Single Copy Manager at
The News-Dispatch in Michigan City,
Ind., before his retirement in 2016. But
it was his reliability and wit that made him a beloved figure
at work and in his community.

Residing in Cicero, Steven was known for his ac-
tive lifestyle and diverse interests. A fervent sports en-
thusiast, he never missed the chance to watch a game,
with basketball holding a special place in his heart. He
loved playing corn hole and racquetball, tending to his
yard and pool, and going for walks and bicycle rides.
He cherished the time he spent watching his grandkids
compete in athletic events and reading the newspa-
per. Staying connected with his childhood friends and
traveling with his family to state parks were among his
favorite pastimes. His dedication and loyalty extended
to his role as a loving father, always present and active
throughout his boys’ youth. As the famous saying goes,
“A man who does not spend time with his family can
never be a real man.”

Steven was a devoted husband to his wife Sharon since
their marriage on July 8, 1972. In addition to his wife, he
is survived by his sons, Marc (Jen) Heniser and Michael
(Shawna) Heniser; grandchildren, Alyssa (Lukas) Sipe,
Kaylee, Ashley, Hope, and Beau; and great-granddaughter,
Valerie. He is also survived by his sisters, Marilyn Shelby
and Margo (Bill) Hamann. Steven was preceded in death
by his parents, Fred and MaryEllen Heniser, and his broth-
er-in-law, Lynn Shelby.

Steve’s wishes were to be cremated and his care has
been entrusted to Hartley-Dunnichay Funeral Home. In
lieu of flowers, please plant a tree in Steve’s honor.

The memory of Steven’s dedicated, loyal, reliable, and
witty spirit will forever be cherished by his family, friends,
and all who had the pleasure of knowing him. As we mourn
his loss, we encourage you to share your memories of Ste-
ven and upload photos to the memorial page. Steven found
his joy in service, and his legacy will continue to inspire
those he left behind.

Condolences: hartleyfuneralhomes.com

HAMILTON

County
REPORTER

Contact Information

@DRoberts

Funeral Homes

317-773-2584

Our family has been serving Hamilton County since 1953

411 OXFORD
DRIVE

NOBLESVILLE

3 BR, 4 BA, brick exterior home

with 4,208 Sq Ft. of living space.

Move-in ready with wonderful
screened-in porch.

Peggy

109 LAKE TERRACE

Charming home situated in Country
Lake Estates with no HOA! Over
3,000 square feet including 4 BR,

2.5 BA and a finished basement.

1685 Westfield Road, Noblesville
1150 Logan Street, Noblesville
12010 Allisonville Road, Fishers

COURT

NOBLESVILLE

DRIVE

CICERO

Listed at $530,000 Listed at $424,900 Listed at $639,900 Listed at $344,900
(4 alkto
Sl “SPEAK The Deakynke "(ll“eeln(m REALTORS' Tifker
=:.= . www.speaktodeak.com
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317.695.6032 JENNIFER | 317.439.3258 PEGGY

1940 NANTUCKET

Immaculate lake house on Morse
Reservoir. 3 BR, 2.5 BA, two living
spaces, gas fireplace, kitchen with
2 pantries. All appliances included.

Email
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Web Address
ReadTheReporter.com

Publisher Stu Clampitt
765-365-2316

Subscription Inquiries
Subscribe@ReadTheReporter.com
765-585-9519

Advertising & Public Notices
Ads@ReadTheReporter.com
765-365-2316

Sports Editor Richie Hall
Sports@ReadTheReporter.com
Twitter: @Richie Hall

Mailing Address
136 S. 9th St., Suite 12
Noblesville, IN 46060

67 APPLE TREE
CIRCLE

FISHERS

Adorable 4 BR, 2.5 BA brick home on
.38 acres in Fishers. Updated kitchen
with granite counters, farm sink,
stainless appliances. Updated HVAC.

F.C. TUCKER
COMPANY
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Swimming

Richie Hall / File photo
Carmel Olympians Alex and Aaron Shackell
were happy to hear the news that the Carmel
High School Aquatic Center will be the first of
three stops on the World Aquatics Swimming
World Cup 2025 North American tour. Carmel will
welcome swimmers Oct. 10 to 12.

Carmel first stop
for Swimming

World Cup North
American tour

The REPORTER

After producing world-
class talent for decades,
Carmel will get a chance to
host world-class talent this
fall.

The  Carmel High
School aquatic center will
be the first of three stops on
the World Aquatics Swim-
ming World Cup 2025
North American tour.

Each stop will feature
three days of action-packed
short-course (25-meter)
racing, bringing additional
high-intensity competition
to the global swimming cal-
endar.

Carmel will host the tour
Oct. 10 to 12. The next two
stops are in Westmont, IIL
Oct. 17 to 19, and in Toron-
to Oct. 23 to 25.

The Indianapolis area
has hosted 11 previous
World Aquatics  events,
including the Swimming
World Cup 2022 final, the
2019 Champions Series, the
2017 World Junior Swim-
ming Championships, and
the 2004 World Swimming
Championships (25-meter)
at what was then Conseco
Fieldhouse, home of the
NBA’s Indiana Pacers.

For more than 50 years,
Carmel has been a hub for
swimming excellence, pro-
ducing world-class athletes
through a strong commu-
nity-driven program. Three
Team USA Olympians from
the Paris 2024 Games hail
from Carmel: Drew Kibler,
and siblings Aaron and
Alex Shackell.

Carmel’s first Olym-
pic swimmer, Drew Kibler,
made history as the city’s
first World Championships
medalist and champion. At
Paris 2024, he earned Car-
mel’s first Olympic swim-
ming medal with silver in
the men’s 4x200-meter free-
style relay.

Alex Shackell won gold
in the women’s 4x100-meter
medley relay and silver in the
4x200-meter freestyle relay
at the Paris 2024 Olympics,
while her brother Aaron was
the only U.S. swimmer to
reach the final of the men’s
400-meter freestyle.

“l think it’s amazing,”
said Aaron Shackell upon
hearing the news of the
Swimming World Cup com-
ing to Carmel. “Swimming
in Carmel — or Swim City,

USA as we like to call it — is
an amazing town to swim-
ming. It’s super supportive
of the sport. I’'m sure there
will be lots of fans and no
town deserves it more.”

Added Alex Shack-
ell: “It’s so cool to have a
World Cup event not just
in the U.S., but right here in
my hometown of Carmel!
I grew up training at Car-
mel Swim Club, so seeing
some of the world’s best
swimmers compete in this
Carmel High School pool is
really exciting. I know the
local swimming community
will bring tremendous en-
ergy, and I can’t wait to see
everyone experience what
makes this place so special.”

The first leg of the 2025
Swimming World Cup will
take place at the Carmel
High School Natatorium
Complex, featuring a newly
built 50-meter competition
pool with high-performance
filtration and recessed gut-
ters—one of the fastest
pools in the United States.
The facility also includes
spectator seating, an ad-
ditional 50-meter training
pool, and a hydrotherapy
area.

“Hosting the 2025
World Aquatics Swimming
World Cup at Carmel High
School’s new natatorium is
a tremendous opportunity
for Hamilton County,” said
Hamilton County Sports Au-
thority Director Carl Dan-
iels. “This state-of-the-art
facility showcases Carmel’s
commitment to excellence
in swimming and provides
an outstanding venue for
international ~ competition.
We’re proud to partner with
Carmel Swim Club to bring
this prestigious event to our
community.”

More than 750 athletes
from over 50 nations will
compete for a share of the
$1.2 million prize pool.
The popular World Record
bonus of $10,000 and the
coveted Crown bonuses
will again reward standout
performances.

Last season, athletes
capitalized on this opportu-
nity, breaking eight World
Records and claiming 18
crowns, contributing to a
total prize payout of $1.46
million.

See Cup ... Page 12

Girls Lacrosse

Photo by Mike Navarro

Guerin Catholic’s Gabby Deer scored five goals for the Golden Eagles during their Tuesday win at Westfield.

Golden Eagles continue perfect
record, taking down Westfield

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

WESTFIELD - The
Guerin Catholic girls la-
crosse team continued its
strong start to the 2025 sea-
son Tuesday.

The Golden Eagles
beat Westfield 15-4 in an
all-county game at the
Shamrocks’ field. Guerin
Catholic quickly had con-
trol of the contest, running
its record to 7-0 once the
game was finished.

In all seven of their vic-
tories, the Golden Eagles
have scored in double digits,
ranging from a 12-4 victory
over Sacred Heart Academy
in Louisville to a 17-1 win at
Roncalli. GC’s defense has
been solid too; the four goals
scored by both Sacred Heart
and Westfield are the most
any team has been able to
score on the Golden Eagles.

“l really like the way
our defense is playing,”
said Guerin Catholic coach
Joseph Bellflower. He also
said goalkeeper Audrey Pa-
pay has been “fantastic” this
season. Papay had 12 saves
against the Shamrocks.

Guerin Catholic’s of-
fense also played well. Gab-
by Deer led the scoring with
five goals and two assists,
with Caroline Ford adding
three goals. Lucy Esposito
and Claire Flannagan both

had two goals, followed by
one goal each for Camryn
Carter, Jane Cline and Ella
Capofari. Flannagan dished
out two assists and Ford
made one assist, while Flan-
nagan led the ground balls
with three.

Sophia Merriman scored
three goals for Westfield,
with Layla Six adding one
goal. The Shamrocks are
1-3 for the season; they
began the year with a 12-9
win over Brebeuf Jesuit
on March 4, then dropped
games to Zionsville and
Bishop Chatard.

“You play a tough team
like that, you just try to hang
in there and try to match
their intensity,” said ‘Rocks
coach Kirk Reis. “For us,
I’ve just been preaching all
year, attitude and effort, and
if we can give 100 percent
on attitude and effort, we
don’t necessarily need to be
focused on the scoreboard.”

The Golden Eagles play
three more games this week.
Guerin Catholic hosts Ca-
thedral on Thursday, then
travels to the Columbus,
Ohio area to take on Up-
per Arlington Friday and
Worthington Saturday.

Westfield hosts  two
games on Saturday as part
of a play day tournament.
The Shamrocks take on
Northridge at noon and
Fishers at 4 p.m.

What'’s your Real
Estate Story? Born,

it is Dani’s goal
to help you reach
yours! Talk to Dani

estate needs. She
knows this area and
wants to help you
with your story!

raised and still living
in Hamilton County,

today for all your real

Scan here to view
Dani’s current listings.

Photo by Mike Navarro

Westfield’s Sophia Merriman scored three goals
for the Shamrocks.

Joshua Herd
Photographer

joshuaherdphotography.com

Specializes in
senior portraits,

family po

events/s

rtraits,
norts

317-670-4645 * jhjphotos@yahoo.com

CURRENT REAL ESTATE MARKET

CENTRAL INDIANA STATISTICS FROM THE 16-COUNTY REGION

February 2024
Median Sale Price

$295,000*

compared to this fime last year

-6.8%

Price Decrease
2/24vs.2/25

'XwﬁTalk

Robinson

REALTOR®/BROKER/SRES

317.407.6969

DaniR@talktotucker.com

Sales Decreased

February pended home sales
compared fo this time last year

© -4.5%
Months of Inventory Change

17.9%

2/24vs.2/25

30-Year Fixed

With

Ay

TalkToDani.com

*In order fo provide a more reliable measurement of sales price, beginning with January, 2025,

we will report the median sales price insfead of average sales price.

632

More Homes
For Sale
2/24vs.2/25

Interest Rates

6.75%

an APR of 6.865%

FAIR
HOUSING
CASES
Total- 6
Rental- 8
Sales-1
Other-2

F.C. TUCKER
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Sports

NOBLESVILLE YOUTH SPORTS ALLIANCE

ONE COMMUNITY @ 6500+ KIDS @ 17 PROGRAMS

www.noblesvillesports.com @noblesvillesports

CONGRESSWOMAN

VICTORIA SPARTZ

PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA'’S 5TH DISTRICT

Join Our Quarterly

Town Halls

Hamilton County:
Westfield City Hall
130 Penn St, Westfield, IN 46074
Friday, March 28
6pm-8pm

Delaware County:
Muncie City Hall
300 N High St, Muncie, IN 47305
Saturday, March 29
TTam-ipm

Please join for updates on
Congresswoman Spartz’s recent
work to:

® Fix healthcare to Make America
Healthy Again

® Reform Congress to balance the
federal budget

® Assist DOGE and President Trump in
eliminating waste, fraud, and abuse

® Advance policy solutions for veterans
and manufacturing jobs in our district

-

|
3-‘.'

-

Contact us at 317-848-0201
if you have any questions.
spartz.house.gov

Paid for by official funds authorized by the House of Representatives.

Photo provided
The Pickir Keystone Crossing location on 82nd Street in Indianapolis.

The Picklr to open in
Westtield early 2026

Submitted

Westfield ~ announced
last week The Picklr, North
America’s fastest-growing
indoor pickleball franchise
headquartered in Kaysville,
Utah, will open its third In-
diana location in Westfield,
just north of Grand Park
Sports Campus, in early
2026.

The 32,000 square-
foot Picklr will feature 12
courts, including two cham-
pionship-sized courts, with
high-quality proprietary
outdoor surfacing from Just
Courts, the official court lay-
er for The Professional Pick-
leball Association (PPA) and
The Picklr, as well as a full
pro shop, private communi-
ty/event room, and a patio
for outdoor events.

“We know that Westfield
will be a great location for
The Picklr, and this will fill a
need for courts that our resi-
dents are always asking for,”
Mayor Scott Willis said.

“Pickleball is wildly popu-
lar in Westfield and we look
forward to working with
them throughout the process
to bring this to fruition.”
The Picklr Westfield will
be in a newly built, free-
span building as part of a
retail development project at
191st Street and Grand Park
Boulevard, directly across
from Grand Park Sports
Campus. Members of The
Picklr will have access to
unlimited open play, league
play, and tournaments, and
an option to enroll in private
and semi-private lessons
and clinics by The Picklr’s
certified trainers.
Additionally, members
will have the ability to use
their membership at The
Picklr locations nationwide.
“We are very excited to
bring The Picklr to West-
field as our third location in
central Indiana,” comment-
ed Dave Gilreath and Ron
Brock, local Indianapolis

businessmen and manag-
ing partners of Pickle Indy,
LLC. “This new location,
across the street from Grand
Park, the Midwest’s premier
sports campus with 5.5 mil-
lion visits a year, is perfect
for avid pickleball players
and a great location for ex-
panding the reach of this
sport.”

This new club continues
The Picklr’s commitment
to meeting the demand for
top-notch indoor pickleball
experiences while partner-
ing with enthusiastic fran-
chise owners who support
and nurture The Picklr's
pickleball communities na-
tionwide. This new club is
part of The Picklr’s national
expansion, including more
than 475 new locations with
roughly 4,750 courts being
built over the next few years.

Players can learn more
about the Westfield location
at thepicklr.com/location/
westfield-in.

Special Olympics Indiana
to hold 53" annual State
Basketball Tournament

The REPORTER

Special Olympics Indi-
ana’s annual state basketball
tournaments return to the
hardwood with athletes and
Unified partners from coun-
ty programs across the state
taking part during a pair of
upcoming weekends.

The Indiana  Youth
Basketball Tournament is
Saturday, March 29, at the
University of Indianapo-
lis. Competition is 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m., and an Opening
Ceremony begins at noon.
Special Olympics Indiana
conducts the only Special
Olympics basketball tourna-
ment in the world dedicated
solely to youth players.

The adult tournaments
are April 5 and 6 at the
Pacers Athletic Center at
Grand Park in Westfield.
The two-day format fea-

tures separate divisions
for men’s, women’s and
Unified Sports. There also
is an individual skills com-
petition both days. Unified
Sports brings together in-
dividuals with and without
intellectual disabilities on
the same teams.

The Men’s and Wom-
en’s State Basketball Tour-
naments is one of the largest
Special Olympics basket-
ball tournament in North
America with more than
900 athletes involved.

Sectional tournaments
take place this coming
weekend. Once those are
complete, brackets for the
state tournaments will be
available at SOIndiana.
org/basketball-tourna-
ments.

Basketball is the
third-largest sport that Spe-

ASARN
P3¢

Special
Olympics
Indiana

cial Olympics Indiana of-
fers. In all, more than 2,000
athletes and Unified Part-
ners participate across the
state.

All  Special Olympics
Indiana State Basketball
Tournaments are open to
media and free to spectators.
Learn more about how to
volunteer at the men’s and
women’s events by visiting
SOlIndiana.org/volunteer.

Cur

Two of the biggest
winners were Kate Doug-
lass of the USA and Leon
Marchand of France — the
women’s and men’s overall
Swimming World Cup tit-
lists from 2024.

“Competing on the
Swimming World Cup
tour was the perfect way to
close out my 2024 season,”

said Marchand, the 2024
World Aquatics Swimming
Male Athlete of the Year.
“Racing across three cit-
ies in front of passionate
crowds kept the excitement
going after the Paris Olym-
pics, and coming out on top
in an overall title race made
it even more special. The
competition level and at-

HAMILTON
COUNTY
TELEVISION

www.HamiltonCounty TV.com

> ,Ecg-.z 2)

Weo Tolawislon

HCTV1

' On your Amazon Fire TV or Device
Search for Hamilton County TV

2% Available on
'—'—‘ the Web

www.HCTV1.com

\(111] Tube

www.HCTV2.com
Ba Sura fo Subscriba and Click tha Bell
fo recaive notifications of new videos

On your Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1

from Page 11

mosphere when you’re on
the Swimming World Cup
tour are incredible!”

UPCX Breakout Male
Swimmer of the Year Noe
Ponti of Switzerland also
capitalized on competing on
the 2024 Swimming World
Cup tour, using it as a spring-
board for winning three
World titles in the 25-meter
pool later that year in Bu-
dapest, Hungary.

“Racing on the Swim-
ming World Cup tour su-
percharged my 2024 sea-
son—it was the best and
most rewarding of my ca-
reer. Competing in three
cities over three weeks was
both thrilling and intense,
preparing me perfectly
for the World Swimming
Championships  (25-me-
ter), where 1 experienced
breakthrough after break-
through,” said Ponti. “I’'m
coming out of this season
with even more confidence
and can’t wait to carry that
momentum forward. See
you at this year’s Swim-
ming World Cup!
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Atkins commits to Wabash

Photo courtesy Noblesville Athletics
Noblesville’s Montgomery Atkins has committed to the Wabash College lacrosse team.
(Front row, from left) Ellisa Atkins (mother), Monty Atkins, and Richard Atkins (father).
(Back row) Mark Milam (Noblesville Boys Lacrosse Head Coach).
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Galan named Academic All State

The REPORTER

Westfield gymnast Isa
Galan was named to the
Academic All State team by
the Indiana Coaches of Girls
Sports Association.

The award goes to seniors
who have a minimum grade-

point average of 3.5 on a 4.0
scale, and a minimum SAT
score of 1110 or ACT score
of 24. Galan was a part of the
Shamrocks’ regional-qualify-
ing team this season and one
of 15 gymnasts to earn Aca-
demic All State honors.

Purdue’s Braden Smith named
to AP All-America First Team

By ANDREW CHERNOFF
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Purdue University ju-
nior guard Braden Smith
received another major ac-
colade on Tuesday.

Smith was named to the
Associated Press All-Amer-
ica First Team.

The Westfield High
School graduate is averag-
ing 16.1 points and 8.7 as-
sists per game this season.

Here is a look at the five
players who make up the AP
All-America First Team:

* Florida’s Walter Clay-
ton, Jr.

It’s the latest honor for
Smith, who just last week
was named the Big Ten
Player of the Year.

Earlier this year, Smith
became Purdue basket-
ball’s all-time leader in
assists.

Purdue, which is a four
seed in the NCAA Tourna-
ment, will play 13th-seeded
High Point on Thursday in
the first round. Tip-off is set
for 12:40 p.m. EDT in Prov-
idence, R.I.

* Duke’s Cooper Flagg This  story originally
* Auburn’s  Johni appeared on WISH-TV at
Broome wishtv.com/sports/pur-

* Purdue’s Braden Smith
* Alabama’s Mark Sears

due-junior-guard-braden-
smith.

SPORTS SCHEDULE

SREYHOUNDS
AN,

Mathison commits to U of Akron

. CARMEL

Photo courtesy Carmel Athletics
Carmel senior Gabe Mathison has committed to the University of Akron baseball team.

GIRLS LACROSSE
Ciaan: T North Central at Fishers, 6:30 p.m.
b CARMEL TRACK AND FIELD
GREYHOUNDS & PR QREVHOUNDS 0

Wednesday, March 19

BOYS LACROSSE
Brebeuf Jesuit at Westfield, 7:30 p.m.
Carmel at Guerin Catholic, 8 p.m.
Center Grove at Hamilton Southeastern, 8 p.m.
Park Tudor at Noblesville, 8 p.m.

Carmel boys at Warren Central HSR Qualifier, 10 a.m. at
University of Indianapolis
Hoosier Crossroads Conference meet, 5:30 p.m. at
Indiana State Fairgrounds

Thursday, March 20
BOYS LACROSSE
Avon at Noblesville, 8 p.m.
GIRLS LACROSSE
Cathedral at Guerin Catholic, 7:30 p.m.

Center Grove at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m.
Avon at Noblesville, TBD

TRACK AND FIELD
Carmel boys at Fishers, 5:30 p.m.
Fishers girls at Carmel, 5:30 p.m.

Friday, March 21

BOYS LACROSSE
Westfield at Bishop Chatard, 6 p.m.
Carmel at Forest Hills Central (Grand Rapids, Mich.), 7 p.m.
Center Grove at Fishers, 8 p.m.

Hamilton Southeastern at East Grand Rapids, 8 p.m.
GIRLS LACROSSE

Guerin Catholic at Upper Arlington (Ohio), 7:30 p.m.

Hinsdale Central (Ill.) at Carmel, 7:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections
to sports@readthereporter.com.

The Reporter brings you the

best local sports coverage.
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