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Legislation would
put some reins on
prior authorization

Richard D. Feldman, M.D. 
State of Our Health

COLUMNISTState Senator Ty-
ler Johnson has again 
authored a bill in the 
Indiana General As-
sembly that would put 
some reins on “pri-
or authorization” for 
medical services and 
prescriptions by insur-
ance entities.

Prior authorization 
is a method by which 
insurance companies scrutinize medical 
provider orders for services and prescrip-
tions before coverage is approved. His leg-
islation last session did not survive despite 
strong bipartisan support because of con-
cerns over potential increased costs to state 
employee health plans and Medicaid.

Physicians and other medical providers 
will tell you that PA is out of control and has 
transcended any legitimate rationale for its 
establishment. It was advanced as a way to 
address health system waste, fraud and abuse, 
and better assure that medical care provided 
was safe, high-quality, cost-effective, evi-
denced-based, and medically necessary. 

However, the medical community views 
PA as primarily a method for employers to cut 
costs and for the insurance industry to limit 
or delay payments to increase profits. “Deny 
and delay” is the mantra commonly recited 
by PA critics. Medical providers can recount 
endless examples of the PA system denying or 
delaying reasonable and needed care, testing, 
and prescriptions essential to optimal care in 
the best interests of patients. Denials can also 
result in cost shifting to patients.

Westfield Lions put finishing 
touches on renovated clubhouse
Facility should be ready for public rental in April

By JEFF LARRISION
Westfield Lions Club

Last Saturday, Feb. 22, 
the Westfield Lions spent the 
day cleaning and prepping the 
clubhouse so they can resume 
holding their meetings there 
and begin renting the facility 
out to the public. Sixteen Lions 
cleaned up construction debris, 
mopped floors, washed win-
dows, cleaned bathrooms, and 

set up their new kitchen.  
The clubhouse, located at 

1101 E. 169th St., has been 
under renovations for the past 
several months. The original 
building has been completely 
renovated, including expand-
ing the square footage for a 
new kitchen, conference room, 
ADA-compliant bathrooms, 
and a larger meeting room.

The Lions anticipate mak-
ing the building available for 

rent sometime in April. Final 
steps are being taken to develop 
a building rental policy and rate, 
and install the IT system which 
includes public Wi-Fi, built-in 
projector, security system, and 
large-screen TVs. 

A public open house will be 
held on Saturday, May 3. This 
will give everyone a chance to 
see first-hand just how amazing 
the project turned out. Details 
on the open house will be sent 

out ahead of the event.
About the 

Westfield Lions Club
The Westfield Lions have 

been serving Westfield and 
Hamilton County since 1930. 
They are looking for men and 
women who would like to make 
a difference in their commu-
nity. For more information on 
the Westfield Lions Club and 
how to become a member, go to 
WestfieldLions.org.

Photos provided by Westfield Lions Club
The Westfield Lions were hard at work getting their new clubhouse ready. (ABOVE RIGHT, from left) Gary Smith, 
Dave Sobczak, and Jerry Kirby load up the dumpster.

See Reins . . . Page 2

Photo provided
Frank Basile joined the No Title 
Needed podcast on Monday for 
Part 1 of his interview.

Don’t put off today
Frank Basile joins ‘No Title Needed’

to discuss how he got his start in 
speaking, writing, traveling & more
Submitted

No Title Needed is a podcast cele-
brating the passions that enrich every-
one’s lives. This week, No Title Needed 
welcomed philanthropist Frank Basile 
for an interview that couldn’t be con-
tained in one session.

Basile is a professional speaker, au-
thor, columnist, community volunteer, 
philanthropist, retired property man-
agement executive, and world traveler. 

Basile and his wife Katrina have 
contributed to several organizations 
in a variety of fields. Among these are 
several to The Herron School of Art and 
Design, the Indianapolis Arts Center, 
the Phoenix Theatre, Storytelling Arts 
of Indiana, the Indiana Theatre Asso-
ciation, the Indiana Historical Society, 
and Basile Westfield Playhouse.

In 2020, Basile and his wife were 
presented with the Bicentennial Medal 
for their distinguished service to Indiana 
University. He has also received the Out-
standing Philanthropist Award from the 
Association of Fundraising Profession-
als and the Spirit of Philanthropy Award 
from Indiana University. 

Basile is a native of New Orleans 
and a graduate of Tulane University. He 
retired as the senior vice president of 
the Gene B. Glick Company, where he 
worked for 33 years. In addition to his 
philanthropy and community involve-
ment, he has also presented over 1,400 
speeches, written 14 books, and has au-
thored more than 1,500 articles.

Listen in for Part 1 with Basile as 
Scott Osborne shares what a huge influ-
ence Basile had on his own life, how he 
overcame the panic of public speaking 

Carmel’s inaugural ‘She L.E.A.D.S.’
conference packs 502 East Event Centre
Submitted by 
City of Carmel

The She L.E.A.D.S. 2025 
Mayor’s Conference, hosted by 
Carmel Mayor Sue Finkam, at-
tracted a capacity audience on 
Feb. 20, with 350 professional 
women and 160 middle school 
students learning and network-
ing as part of the inaugural event.

Funded through generous 
sponsorships, the conference 
held at 502 East Event Centre 
focused on inspiring women 
and middle school-aged girls 
in Carmel through Leadership, 
Empowerment, Advancement, 
Development, and Service.  

She L.E.A.D.S. was de-
signed to bridge generations to 
create mentorship, professional 
growth and career exploration 
opportunities. The event’s inter-
active programming, presented 
in two engaging sessions, in-
spired attendees to dream big 
and achieve their goals. By 
fostering connections, provid-
ing resources, and showcas-
ing women as role models, the 
event was committed to ensur-

ing that Carmel remains a place 
where all generations of women 
can thrive and lead. 

Balancing career aspirations 

and personal fulfillment was a 
key theme of the women's ses-
sions. Panelists from various 
professions shared their experi-

ences and wisdom on this top-
ic. Consuelo Poland Lockhart, 

Photos provided by City of Carmel
(TOP LEFT) Beairshelle Edmé (left) of Fox59 News, who emceed the event, and Mayor 
Sue Finkam. (ABOVE RIGHT) Duke Energy Government & Community Relations 
Manager Mark LaBarr spoke during the She L.E.A.D.S. event.

See LEADS . . . Page 2

AGT’s semi-finalist heads up free comedy event
CrossRoads Church at Westfield invites community to ‘Pizza and Punchlines’
The REPORTER

Three incredibly funny co-
medians will entertain at this 
year’s ninth annual Pizza and 
Punchlines. This lineup in-
cludes America’s Got Talent 
semi-finalist Brynn Cummings, 
Derrick Tennant, and Chad 
Thornsberry.

CrossRoads Church at 
Westfield’s free family-friend-
ly event is set for Saturday, 
March 1 at Westfield High 
School Auditorium Door No. 
44, 18250 N. Union St. No 
tickets or reservations are 
needed. Westfield Greek’s Piz-
za will be served starting at 6 
p.m., followed by the comedy 
show at 7 p.m. For more infor-
mation, go to crchurch.org/ 
pizza-and-punchlines-comedy.

* * *
At just 13 years old, Brynn 

Cummings has been winning 
over the hearts of people ev-

erywhere with her creative 
performances. She premiered 
on Season 18 of America's Got 
Talent and received unanimous 
YES votes from all four judg-
es – including Simon Cowell 
– and was incredibly excited 
to be an AGT semi-finalist. Her 
natural talent and stage pres-
ence are something to behold 
for all ages. 

As a promising athlete, Der-
rick Tennant was progressing in 
his dream for a career in sports 
when one evening he lied down 
but did not wake up for three 
days. Paralyzed and in a coma, 
he underwent brain surgery 
from which he became unable 
to move his left side. It would 
take years of therapy to re-learn 
the basics like walking, talking 

and simple daily tasks. He 
worked hard to overcome phys-
ical challenges and now works 
just as hard to help others over-
come trials through his comedy 
and inspirational speaking.

Chad Thornsberry draws on 
experiences ranging from grow-
ing up in a trailer park, being a 

Photos provided
CrossRoads Church at Westfield will welcome three comedians for Pizza and 
Punchlines: (from left) Brynn Cummings, Derrick Tennant, and Chad Thornsberry.

See Punchlines . . . Page 2
See Basile . . . Page 2
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CLICK 
HERECLICK TO SHARE AND CONNECT

317-815-9387   •  WWW.CARMELPLAYERS.ORG

Directed by Samantha Kelly

TICKETS:  $18 (Fri, Sat, Sun) 
Thursdays $13

VENUE:  The Cat in Carmel,  
254 Veterans Way Carmel 46032

Thursdays, Fridays,  
Saturdays - 7:30 pm 

Sundays - 2:30 pm 

YOU HAVE 
BEWITCHED 
ME...

BODY 
AND 
SOUL

FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 9, 2025 

by Kate Hamill, 
based on the novel 

by Jane Austen

APR 4-13, 2025 JUN 13-22, 2025 AUG 8-17, 2025

to go on to be on the debate 
team and succeed in future 
speaking situations, how 
he and his wife came to the 
conclusion to not put things 
off, such as travel, and en-
joy those things in the here 
and now, and how he came 
to write one column for the 
Indianapolis Business Jour-
nal that grew into decades 
of writing for them, writing 
a travel column, and then 

writing 14 books.
Next week, tune in for 

Part 2 with Basile.
Plan to join No Title 

Needed every week as Scott 
Osborne and Cindy Collins 
welcome a new guest and 
explore what fuels people 
and passions beyond the 
9-to-5 grind.  

Each week, the pod-
cast will be recorded inside 
Feinstein’s at Hotel Car-

michael and air at 8 a.m. 
on Mondays. Follow the 
podcast on Facebook, Ins-
tagram, and on YouTube. 
You can also find it on your 
favorite podcast providers 
including Spotify, Amazon 
Music, Apple, and several 
smaller podcast providers 
like Podcast Index, Podcast 
Addict, Podchaser, Pocket-
casts, Deezer, Listen Notes, 
and Player FM.

Basile
from Page 1

former public school teach-
er, his marriage, kids, and all 
of life’s everyday problems. 
His own unique view of life 
has him quickly becoming 
one of the most sought-af-
ter clean comedians today. 
A contrast to the high ener-
gy, in-your-face comedians 
that are prevalent today, his 
slow-paced, conversational 
style immediately puts audi-
ences at ease.

* * *
CrossRoads Church's 

Lead Pastor Eric Lohe said 
he believes that free pizza 
and comedy acts are a per-
fect mix to bring the com-
munity together in the midst 
of a cold and often dreary 
winter. Pizza and Punch-

lines is part of the Westfield 
church’s For Our Neighbor 
strategy to serve the local 
community. Greek’s Pizze-
ria in Westfield is teaming 
up with CrossRoads to pro-
vide great pizza to start off 
this grand night.

Seeking to meet, know, 
enjoy, and serve local neigh-
bors, CrossRoads Church at 
Westfield provides free pet 
food every first Saturday of 
the month from 9 to 11 a.m., 
free Zumba every Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. and Saturday at 
8 a.m., Shepherd Center’s 
Together Today for senior 
adults every Tuesday from 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., and Cel-
ebrate Recovery – a faith-
based recovery program – 

every Thursday night from 
6:15 to 9 p.m. on the cam-
pus at 19201 Grassy Branch 
Road, Westfield.

The church also spon-
sors the well-attended and 
immensely popular Wild, 
Wild Westfield Fall Festival 
and Premier Chili-Cook-off, 
this year being held on Sat-
urday, Sept. 27 4 to 7 p.m. 
on the church’s campus.

This summer, Cross-
Roads Church will welcome 
200 high school students 
from all over the country 
for a week to do free home 
repairs for local Hamilton 
County residents.

Find out more about 
CrossRoads Church at 
crchurch.org.

Punchlines
from Page 1

founder of the Latinas Weld-
ing Guild and Executive 
Director of Project Azul, 
powerfully conveyed the 
importance of self-advoca-
cy, saying, “Build the chair 
you want at the table.”

Building on the suc-
cess of the inaugural 
event, plans are already 
taking shape to repeat the 
offering in 2026 with a 
companion event support-
ing emerging male stu-
dents and leaders.

“This is just the begin-
ning,” Finkam said. “We're 
already envisioning an 
even more impactful event 
next year, expanding our 
reach while deepening the 
connections that make She 
L.E.A.D.S. special. Togeth-
er, we're creating a legacy 
of women who lead with 
purpose, lift as they climb 
and transform their com-
munities.” 

Special thanks to em-
cee Beairshelle Edmé of 
Fox59 News and other 
participants: 

• Nadine Dyer, Purpose-
ful Living 

• Heather Haas, ADVI-
SA Consulting

• Isabelle Helton, Miss 
Hamilton County

• Lisa Hendrickson, Lisa 
Hendrickson Communica-
tions

• Katie Lucas, Lucas Oil 
Products 

• Consuelo Poland 
Lockhart, Latinas Welding 
Guild 

Thank you to these 
sponsors and activation 
station participants whose 
gifts of time and treasure 
entirely covered the cost 
of the putting on the pro-
gram for students:

• Duke Energy Corpo-
ration 

• Lucas Oil Products 

• Indiana University In-
dianapolis 

• Indiana University 
Health 

• Runnebohm Construc-
tion Company, Inc.  

• Ascension St. Vincent 
Carmel

• Lake City Bank 
• ADVISA Consulting
• Spokenote 
• HWC Engineering 
• Gaither Management 

Group, Inc. 
• Faegre Drinker 
• Pacers Sports & Enter-

tainment 
• Sease Gerig 
• Indiana Women’s Run-

ning Festival
• Milestone Contractors 

LP 
• Wessler Engineering 
• 1st Maker Space 
• Goodman Campbell 

Brain and Spine 
• STEM Experience 

Center at Girl Scouts of 

Central Indiana
Thank you to student 

ambassadors, volunteers, 
and these vendors:

• 321 Photo Booth Co.
• 502 East Centre
• Carmel Clay Schools
• Jonathan Byrd's Events 

& Catering
• Linx Permanent Jew-

elry
Thank you to these 

City teams and Carmel 
City Councilors:

• Carmel Fire Depart-
ment

• Carmel Police Depart-
ment

• Carmel Street Depart-
ment

• Carmel Utilities
• Marketing and Com-

munity Relations
• Councilor Teresa Ayers
• Councilor Dr. Anita 

Joshi
• Councilor Shannon 

Minnaar

PA can even interfere 
with routine clinical deci-
sion making. Do we really 
need insurance entities to 
provide draconian oversight 
over the expertise of medi-
cal professionals in all but 
possibly the most complex 
and costly cases? 

PA adds administrative 
burdens and increased costs 
to medical practices neces-
sitating expanded staff and 
significant physician and 
staff time submitting PA 
requests and responding to 
denials. Better to allocate 
these resources to direct pa-
tient care. 

Most importantly, PA 
can be a dangerous barrier 
to care for patients. Inter-
ruptions, delays, and denials 
can result in the worsen-
ing of medical conditions 
leading to even more cost-
ly testing, treatments, and 
avoidable or longer hospi-
talizations. Examples are 
the patient who is urgently 
awaiting a prescription or 
an MRI approval while the 
patient’s condition deterio-
rates. Worse are denials for 
essential services or medi-

cations. There’s a legion of 
scenarios.

 Here are some of the 
major PA reforms in John-
son’s SB 480 (as intro-
duced):

• A mandate that an in-
surer may only impose PA 
requirements annually on 
less than 1 percent of unique 
healthcare services and less 
than 1 percent of healthcare 
providers overall. 

• Payment of claims can-
not be retrospectively denied 
if the services were prior ap-
proved, submitted appropri-
ately, and in good faith. 

• Restrictions on retro-
spective review or denial 
of claims in certain circum-
stances for unanticipated 
medical-necessary services 
without a PA. 

• Prohibition of PA re-
quirements for emergency 
services, medications for 
opioid use disorder, and 
medications with a net an-
nualized cost of $100 or less 
(including step-therapy re-
quirements).

• If adverse PA determi-
nations are made, providers 
may request a “peer-to-

peer” case review to be con-
ducted within 48 hours of 
the request.

• Adverse PA decisions, 
including appeals, must be 
made by a clinically experi-
enced physician in the same 
or similar specialty as the 
requesting provider.

• PA transparency with 
current requirements and re-
strictions, detailed statistics 
on approvals and denials, 
and clinical criteria utilized 
readily accessible on the en-
tity’s website.

• New time limitations 
on PA determination re-
sponses for various services, 
prescriptions, and emergen-
cy and urgent health-care 
situations.

Although the bill will 
undoubtedly be modified in 
the legislative process, the 
need for this legislation is 
undeniable. Let’s hope for 
its enactment this year.

Richard D. Feldman, 
M.D. is an Indianapolis 
family physician and former 
Indiana State Health Com-
missioner who served in the 
administration of Governor 
Frank O’Bannon.

Reins
from Page 1

LEADS
from Page 1

Photos provided by City of Carmel
Middle school girls had the opportunity to talk 
with many women leaders in the city of Carmel.

Hamilton County 
Reporter
	 More News	 More Sports

. . . and more readers!

https://tinyurl.com/ye5f8cat
https://bit.ly/3Wybz4q
https://carmelplayers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/notitleneededpodcast
https://www.instagram.com/notitleneededshow/
https://www.instagram.com/notitleneededshow/
https://tinyurl.com/37j94se7
https://eatgreeks.com/
https://eatgreeks.com/
https://crchurch.org/for-our-neighbor/home-repairs
https://crchurch.org/for-our-neighbor/home-repairs
https://crchurch.org/


  	 	 3 

 This Tony Award winner for Best Musical 
includes: 

 
“Sherry”

“Big Girls Don’t Cry”
“Can’t Take My Eyes Off You”

“Workin’ My Way Back To You” 
“My Eyes Adored You”

beefandboards.com | 317.872.9664

Now on stage — Saturday matinees added!
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Spring is in the air at
Tipton County Public Library
The REPORTER

Tipton County Public Li-
brary (TCPL) invites the com-
munity to discover its outstand-
ing programming and events in 
March, April, and May.

• Adults looking for a group 
of like-minded writers are in-
vited to join the adult writing 
group. Writing Like You are 
Writing Out of Time Writer’s 
Group meets at the main library 
monthly on the second Wednes-
day from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

• LEGO Club invites kids of 
all ages to get creative and build 
something one-of-a-kind. This 
event is offered at both library 

locations the fourth Monday and 
Tuesday from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

• Gaming and Art Classes 
for Teens: Teen Gaming takes 
place on the first Thursday of 
each month, and Teen Art takes 
place on the third Tuesday. Teen 
programs begin at 3:30 p.m. in 
the Creation Station.

• Join TCPL on the Road at the 
Kempton Community Center from 
1 to 3 p.m. Wednesday, March 19. 
Patrons can check out a variety of 
new releases in the library's col-
lection, sign up for a library card, 
and/or find out about library ser-
vices and online resources.

• TCPL will celebrate Na-

tional Library Week April 6 to 
12. This year’s theme, Drawn 
to the Library, celebrate how 
the library is used in different 
ways and for various purpos-
es: research, study, exploration, 
entertainment, connection, and 
growth. Check out the incredi-
ble library resources, including 

TCPL’s newest addition, the Li-
brary of Things.

The Tipton branch is located 
at 127 E. Madison St., and the 
Windfall branch is at 104 Mc-
Clennan St.

For more details, access 
TCPL 24/7 at tiptoncountyli-
brary.org.

47 Hamilton County 
students make Wabash 

College dean’s list
The REPORTER

Wabash College has announced that 47 
Hamilton County students are on the dean’s 
list for the fall 2024 semester. These stu-
dents maintained a 3.5 grade-point average 
or better on a 4.0-point scale.

The 47 students are:
• Evan T. Bair, Westfield
• Ryan W. Bartley, Carmel
• Mark A. Berger, Noblesville
• Jehan M. Boyers, Carmel
• Benjamin B. Church, Westfield
• Jordan S. Donsky, Westfield
• Jacob G. Edwards Jr., Noblesville
• Kaleb L. Faber, Fishers
• Cameron J. Fecht, Carmel
• Carson A. Fettig, Noblesville
• William H. Fremion, Carmel
• Henry G. Giesel, Carmel
• Jackson T. Gilbert, Westfield
• Paul R. Glenn Jr., Fishers
• Miles C. Goss, Arcadia
• Gage J. Gulley, Noblesville
• Owen T. Hauber, Carmel
• Landon J. Huber, Noblesville
• John F. Huisden, Westfield
• Quinn M. Hundt, Fishers
• Kade J. Irwin, Fishers
• Augustus J. Isaac, Fishers
• Ethan M. Johns, Carmel
• Troy A. Jonas, Carmel
• Colin M. Krekeler, Fishers
• David J. Leal, Noblesville
• Jackson C. Leeper, Carmel
• Quinn P. Manford, Fishers
• Aidan A. McConnell, Carmel
• Matthew McIlvenna, Carmel
• Cooper H. Navarro, Noblesville
• Evan J. Neukam, Carmel
• Ike T. O'Neill, Westfield
• Nathanael E. Plake, Carmel
• Nathan J. Powell, Carmel
• James J. Ransford, Sheridan
• Augustin J. Sanchez, Carmel
• Justin L. Santiago, Westfield
• Matthew R. Stitle, Carmel
• Quinn P. Sweeney, Carmel
• John E. Wagner, Noblesville
• Zachary R. Wagner, Noblesville
• Aidan J. Walker, Westfield
• Jacob T. Weber, Fishers
• Egan Williams, Carmel
• Shad A. Wilson, Carmel
• Nicholas C. Witte, Wilkinson
Located in Crawfordsville and found-

ed in 1832, Wabash is a private liberal arts 
college which teaches men to think criti-
cally, act responsibly, lead effectively, and 
live humanely.

Health Department implements body 
art & eyelash extension ordinance

New law aims to ensure safe & sanitary practices
The REPORTER

The Hamilton County 
Health Department has imple-
mented a new Body Art and 
Eyelash Extension Ordinance 
to ensure safe and sanitary 
practices for residents who get 
piercings, eyelash extensions, 
and other legal body art. The 
ordinance went into effect on 
Jan. 1, 2025.

The ordinance mandates 
that all body art and eyelash ex-
tension facilities, including the 
artists and operators, maintain 
sanitary premises and equip-
ment, hold appropriate licenses 
and use only jewelry that meets 
specified materials and hygiene 
standards. Establishments 
are also required to maintain 

t h o r o u g h 
r e c o r d s , 
including 
client con-
sent forms 
and dis-
i n f ec t i on 
protocols, 
and to ob-
tain proper 
l i cens ing 
from the Hamilton County 
Health Department.

“We have witnessed signif-
icant growth in body art and 
eyelash extension services in 
Hamilton County, and with that 
comes an increased responsibil-
ity to ensure these businesses 
operate safely and hygienical-
ly,” Health Department Ad-

min i s t r a -
tor Jason 
Lemas te r 
said. “This 
ordinance 
e n s u r e s 
that both 
operators 
and clients 
are protect-
ed, and that 

the highest standards of care are 
upheld across the county.”

The ordinance also intro-
duces a robust enforcement 
system, including routine in-
spections, penalties, fines, and 
a suspension and revocation 
process for non-compliance. 
Body art establishments and 
artists found in violation may 

face penalties ranging from 
fines to temporary suspension 
or permanent revocation of 
their licenses.

“We already conduct regu-
lar inspections of body art and 
eyelash extension establish-
ments,” said Kaylen Underhill, 
a health educator who inspects 
body art establishments. “This 
ordinance provides clarity and 
consistency, and it gives us 
the tools necessary to ensure 
compliance and maintain strict 
health standards.”

For more information on 
the new ordinance, licensing 
requirements, or to sched-
ule an inspection, visit ham-
iltoncounty.in.gov/1925/
Health-Department.

UnderhillLeMaster

Local News. Local Sports. Local Views. Local Events.
This is Hamilton County’s Hometown Newspaper.

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
https://www.tiptoncountylibrary.org/
https://www.tiptoncountylibrary.org/
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/1925/Health-Department
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/1925/Health-Department
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/1925/Health-Department
https://readthereporter.com
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Photos provided
Lt. Governor Micah Beckwith spoke at the Indiana FFA Foundation’s fifth annual Blue & Gold Gala, held last Saturday, Feb. 22 at The Edge Barn in 
Noblesville, owned by Gary Reynolds. Featuring a dinner, a silent auction, and a live auction, the Gala raises money for the Indiana FFA Foundation 
to continue its support of agricultural education for Hoosier students. Learn more at INFFA.org.

Lt. Gov. Beckwith speaks at FFA Blue & Gold Gala

Braun invites applicants to the Indiana Governor’s Fellowship program
The REPORTER

Governor Mike Braun 
announced Tuesday that 
applications will be ac-
cepted through March 24 
for the 2025-2026 Gover-
nor’s Fellowship.

The Governor’s Fel-
lowship is highly selective 
and provides a unique ex-
perience in Indiana state 
government by placing 
fellows in various state 

agencies on a rotating ba-
sis throughout the year.

“The opportunity to 
be a Governor’s Fellow 
is a unique way to serve 
our state while learning 
through hands-on expo-
sure,” Gov. Braun said. 
“Please encourage those 
early in their careers to 
consider this fellowship 
as a building block in their 
professional experience.”

The program 
is open to col-
lege graduates 
who receive 
their associate 
or bachelor’s de-
grees beginning 
in either summer 
or fall of 2024 or 
spring of 2025 
as well as those 
without a degree who 
have at least two years 

of full-time pro-
fessional expe-
rience. Fellows 
are paid, full-
time employees 
who participate 
in the day-to-day 
activities of state 
government.

Many Gov-
ernor’s Fellow 

participants have gone on 
to successful careers in 

both the public and pri-
vate sectors – with some 
serving at the highest lev-
els of local, state, and fed-
eral government.

The application and 
submission guidelines can 
be found online at this 
link. To be eligible for 
consideration, the appli-
cation and all supporting 
materials must be post-
marked or submitted via 

email by March 24.
Applicants should 

know if they have been 
selected for an interview 
no later than Tuesday, 
April 15. Recipients of 
the Fellowship will begin 
July 1.

If you have questions 
about the fellowship, 
contact Jessica Roeder at 
the Governor’s Office at 
jroeder@gov.in.gov.

Braun

Banks’ bill would ban foreign adversaries from buying American farmland
The REPORTER

Last week, U.S. Sena-
tors Jim Banks (R-Ind.) and 
Tommy Tuberville (R-Ala.) 
introduced the Protecting 
America’s Agricultural Land 
from Foreign Harm Act, 
which would prohibit the 
sale of U.S. agricultural land 
to any individual or entity 
tied to the governments of 
Iran, North Korea, China, or 
Russia.

U.S. Representative 
Dale Strong (R-Ala.-05) 
also introduced companion 
legislation in the House of 
Representatives.

“Food security is na-
tional security,” Sen. Banks 
said. “Leaving America’s 
basic needs vulnerable to 
extortion by foreign control 
is not an option. This bill 
prevents foreign adversar-
ies, including communist 
China, from owning Amer-
ican farmland in Indiana 
and across the U.S. – a 
no-brainer. Proud to lead 
this effort alongside Sen-
ator Tuberville and Rep. 
Strong.”

Key provisions of the 
Protecting America's Agri-
cultural Land from Foreign 

Harm Act in-
clude:

• Restrict for-
eign ownership of 
U.S. agricultural 
land, forests, and 
timberland by 
Iran, North Ko-
rea, China, and 
Russia

• Prohibit par-
ticipation in certain U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) programs for in-
dividuals from Iran, North 
Korea, China, and Russia

• Close loopholes to 
ensure adequate reporting 

of foreign owned 
U.S. agricultural 
land

• Establish a 
federal tax lien if 
a violation occurs 
and amend civil 
penalties

• Establish 
more in-depth 
public data sets 

through online database
• Require USDA, De-

partment of National Intel-
ligence (DNI), and Govern-
ment Accountability Office 
(GAO) to submit individual 
reports to Congress.

Click here to read the 
full text of the bill.

Background
Last year, then-Sena-

tor-elect Banks authored 
this piece on protecting 
Indiana farmland from 
foreign buyers.

In part he wrote: “Hoo-
sier farmers are the fifth 
largest producers of corn 
and soybean in the country 
and as the representative for 
northeast Indiana during the 
past eight years, it has been 
an honor to represent many 
of them in Congress. Farm-
ers are the backbone of our 

nation. Their long hours 
and hard work not only put 
food on our plates but pro-
tects America’s national se-
curity.”

Additionally, as a Mem-
ber of the House of Rep-
resentatives, then-Con-
gressman Banks co-wrote 
a letter with then-Senator 
Mike Braun (R-Ind.) in sup-
port of State Rep. Kendell 
Culp’s (R-Rensselaer) bill to 
protect Hoosier agricultural 
land. Sen. Braun introduced 
the Protecting America’s 
Agricultural Land from For-
eign Harm Act in 2023.

Banks

https://www.stonycreekcoc.com/
https://www.inffa.org/
https://www.in.gov/gov/governors-office/governors-fellowship-program
https://www.in.gov/gov/governors-office/governors-fellowship-program
mailto:jroeder%40gov.in.gov?subject=
https://tinyurl.com/wub63drz
https://incornandsoy.org/banks-top-priority-is-protecting-indiana-farmland-from-foreign-buyers-and-taxes/
https://incornandsoy.org/banks-top-priority-is-protecting-indiana-farmland-from-foreign-buyers-and-taxes/
https://incornandsoy.org/banks-top-priority-is-protecting-indiana-farmland-from-foreign-buyers-and-taxes/
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Hamilton County Veterans Community Page
Hamilton County Veteran 

Service Organizations 
American Legion Posts 
Carmel Post 155  Kim Kilburn 
852 West Main St  Breakfast Sat & Sun 8-12 
Carmel, In 46032     Treasure Hunt Fri 7p 
317-846-0001      Tx Holdem Thurs & Sat 

Cicero Post 341  Tye Anderson 
50 Washington Ave  Treasure Hunt Tues 7p 
Cicero, In 46034  Weekly Draw Su 6p,W 7p 
317-984-4441 Bingo Fri 6p, Weekly Draw 8p 

Fishers Post 470  Pat Menc 
9091 E 126th St Treasure Hunt Fri 8pm $25K 
Fishers, in 46038 Trivia Wed 6pm 
317-842-5944   Breakfast 1st & 3rd Sun 8-11 

Noblesville Post 45  Gil Soria 
273 S 8th St     Fri 645pm Treasure Hunt 
Noblesville, in 46060    
317-773-9985  Trivia every 1 & 3 Sat 7pm 

Sheridan Post 67  Tom DeShon 
406 E 10th St       
Sheridan, In 46069 
317-758-5007 
VFW Posts 
Carmel Post 10003  Darin Bibeau 
12863 Old Meridian St 
Carmel, In 46032   Breakfast 2 & 4 Sat 8-11 
317-846-0917    Thurs Treasure Hunt 7pm 

Noblesville Post 6246  Eric Behrends 
654 S 9th St 
Noblesville, In 46060 
317-773-9956 
Non-Profit Veteran Orgs 
Hamilton County Veterans Corp 
P.O. Box 503 
Noblesville, in 46061 
secretary@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 7pm the 1st Monday Monthly at the 
Fishers American Legion. Our website 
https://www.hamiltoncountyveterans.com/  
has 40 pages of resources for our Military 
Veteran community 

Navy Club Ship 29 
Noblesville, In 
president@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 2nd Thurs 630pm at Gingers 1804 
Conner St Noblesville  
Hamilton County Veteran Service 
Officers 
317-776-9610  Hours – 9am-4pm Weekdays 
CVSO – Tom Logan  
Tom.logan@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  
Assistant CVSO – Robin Wilson 
robin.wilson@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Assistant CVSO – Caroline Franz 
caroline.franz@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Admin Assistant – Christina Ellis 
christina.ellis@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

================================ 

Indy Vet Center Is At Recovery Café on 
Tuesdays, 8am-6pm, to Help Our 
Hamilton County Veteran Community 

 

Hamilton County Military Veteran  
Carmel American Legion Breakfast every 

Saturday and Sunday 8am-12pm  

 
 

Carmel VFW Breakfast 2nd & 4th Sat 8am-11am 

 
 

====================================== 
Fishers American Legion Breakfast 1st & 3rd Sat 

 
 

Noblesville American Legion Saturday Trivia 

 

Activities & Events 
American Legion & VFW Bar & Restaurant 
Hours 
Carmel Legion  
    M,Tu 3-10pm, W,Th 10a-10p, F 10a-11a, Sa 8a-11p,      
    Su 8a-8p. Restaurant –Sa 8a-8p, Su 8a-12p 
    Lunch W-F 11a-2p, Dinner W-F 5-8p 
Carmel VFW  
    Su-Sa 11a-11p. Restaurant - Breakfast 2nd & 4th Sa   
    8a-11a, Lunch 11a-2p & food service till 8p daily 
Cicero Legion  
    M-Th 3-10p, F-Sa 12-11p, Su 12-10p.  
    Restaurant Tu, W, F 4-8pm, Public P/U Tu-W, F  
    eat in or carry out 
Fishers Legion  
    M 3-10p, Tu-Su12-10pm or when empty.        
    Restaurant Breakfast 1st&3rd Sun 9-12, Food 12-8    
    Tu, 5-9 W, 12-9 Th, F 3-8 Sa, 12-5 Su     
Noblesville Legion  
    M-Th 11a-10p, F11a-12p, Sa 12p-12a, Su 12p-8p 
    Restaurant M 6-8pm wings, Tu-F 530-830p,  
    Sat 9/14, 9/21, 9/28, 10/12 Breakfast 730-930a 
    Dinner 530-830p, Su 12-8p 
Noblesville VFW  
    M-Th 11a-10p, F 11a-12a, Sa 12p-12a, Su 12p-8p 
    Restaurant M-F 6-9p 
Sheridan Legion  
    M 3-9p, Tu-Th 11-9p, F Sa 11-10p, Su 1-6p 
    Restaurant Lunch Tu-F 11a-2p, food service till close  
 

Christmas In June Care Package Drive 

 
Indy Vet to Vet Daily Meetings Around Indy 

 

Tuesdays at Pasto

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

1/2 price appetizers  
AND $2 off specialty cocktails

Dine-In Only On Any Tuesday

Catering: PastoItalianoWestfield@gmail.com
3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

HCRW to welcome Mayor
Sue Finkam to March meeting
The REPORTER

The Hamilton County 
Republican Women's Club 
(HCRW) will hold its next 
meeting from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 12 
at the Carmel Clay GOP 
Headquarters, 452 E. Car-
mel Drive to celebrate In-
ternational Women's Day.

This month’s special 
guest speaker is Carmel 
Mayor Sue Finkam. She 
will provide updates on 
the Carmel and discuss 
unique challenges women 

face in leader-
ship roles.

Food and 
drink will be 
provided. There 
is no cost for 
members to at-
tend, but guests 
are $5.

HCRW mem-
bers will collect-
ing items for donation to 
The O'Connor House. 
Currently requested items 
include:

• Chlorox/disinfectant 

wipes
• Liquid laun-

dry detergent 
and baby deter-
gent

• Twin bed 
cotton blankets, 
quilts and sheets

• Cleaning 
supplies

• Paper towel
• Baby lotion and body 

lotion for women
• Basic baby monitors
• Face wash or dove 

bar soap

• Gas Gift Cards
• Walmart Gift Cards
• Kroger Gift Cards

Membership
You can also renew your 

membership or contribute 
as a Platinum Sponsor the 
club online at hamcogop-
women.org/membership. 
Other sponsorships can be 
completed via mail or in 
person at the meeting.

Please RSVP by March 
11 to hamcogopwomen@
gmail.com. Thank you for 
your continued support.

Finkam Spartz: only President 
Trump can give Ukrainian 
people chance to win war 

now & peace in future
Submitted by the Office 
of Rep. Victoria Spartz

Congresswoman Vic-
toria Spartz (R-Ind.-05) 
issued the following state-
ment on Monday, the third 
anniversary of the Rus-
sian full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine:

“My heart goes out to 
the brave Ukrainian soldiers 
and their families who sac-
rificed so much. Thanks to 
your courage – despite your 
worthless government, Pu-
tin was not able to take over 
Ukraine and move further 
into Europe.

“Even if you do not get 
much appreciation and rec-
ognition from your current 
government now – on the 
contrary, politicly-motivat-
ed prosecutions, future gen-
erations of Ukrainians will 

remember and cherish your 
sacrifice for their freedoms. 
You saved Ukraine and Eu-
rope from destruction with 
your blood, bravery and the 
ultimate sacrifice! Unfor-
tunately, it’s hard to win a 
war without strong and ca-
pable leaders, but you won 
some very tough battles, so 
the war is not completely 
lost yet.

“I would also like to 
express my deepest appre-
ciation to my fellow Amer-
icans who have helped the 
Ukrainian people and oth-
ers around the world – with 
blood and money. President 
Trump is the right leader to 
stop this war for now, so 
the Ukrainian people might 
have a chance to ultimately 
win the war and peace in 
the future.”

Photo provided

The REPORTER
Church Church Hittle & 

Antrim (CCHA Law) has 
announced that Laura Ross 
joined the firm, contributing 
her expertise to the firm’s 
Estate Planning and Estate 
Administration practice 
groups.

Ross brings valuable 
experience to CCHA Law, 
having previously served 
at the Office of the Indiana 
Attorney General. Her legal 
background includes estate 
planning, estate administra-
tion, and a strong commit-
ment to serving individuals 
and families in their long-

term planning 
needs.

A proud alum-
na of Indiana Uni-
versity–Bloom-
ington, Ross 
earned her Bach-
elor of Science 
in Public Affairs 
with a minor in 
Community De-
velopment and Urban Plan-
ning before obtaining her Ju-
ris Doctor from Saint Louis 
University School of Law. 
While in law school, she 
competed on the Phillip C. 
Jessup International Moot 
Court Team and served as 

Vice President of 
Philanthropy for 
the Student Bar 
Association.

Ross is admit-
ted to practice in 
Indiana, as well as 
the Northern and 
Southern Districts 
of Indiana. She 
is a member of 

the Indianapolis Bar Asso-
ciation, where she remains 
engaged in professional de-
velopment and networking.

“Laura’s dedication to 
her clients and her commit-
ment to estate planning and 
administration make her 

a fantastic addition to our 
team,” said Sarah Randall, 
estate planning attorney at 
CCHA Law. “We are excit-
ed to welcome her and look 
forward to the contributions 
she will make to our firm 
and our clients.”

Outside of work, Ross 
enjoys spending time with 
family and friends, explor-
ing new areas of the city, 
reading, and crafting cock-
tails.

CCHA Law welcomes 
Laura Ross to the firm and 
looks forward to the posi-
tive impact she will have on 
its clients and community.

Ross

CCHA Law welcomes Laura Ross to firm

The Reporter: Accurate. Balanced. Local.

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://www.theoconnorhouse.org/
https://hamcogopwomen.org/membership
https://hamcogopwomen.org/membership
mailto:hamcogopwomen%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:hamcogopwomen%40gmail.com?subject=
https://readthereporter.com/
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PA

ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

Catering: PastoItalianoWestfield@gmail.com

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Music every Wednesday & Friday
1/2 Price Bottles of Wine 

On Wednesdays
Reservations Recommended 

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds and experience of a ride in 
our 1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 12.5 miles of the former 
Nickel Plate Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board in Noblesville at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY OF RAIL TRAVEL!

Ni
ck

el
Pl

at
ee

xP
re

ss
.co

m

All AboArd! NickelPlAteexPress.com

Trailer Park Tragedy
Dust off your best trailer park attire 

and get ready for an evening of 
laughs, suspense, and unforgettable 

fun! In this interactive murder 
mystery, guests are the actors. Enjoy 

the show plus a BBQ dinner.

March 29 and 30 

Easter Express
All aboard for a springtime Easter 

adventure. Enjoy an interactive story 
with the Easter Bunny and Farmer 

Brown, a sweet treat and our special 
Nickel Plate bunny punch.

April 12, 13 and 19

Spring Field Trip Days
Learn about railroad history, safety 
and more aboard the historic Nickel 

Plate Express. Take a 45-minute train 
ride, talk with the Conductor and 

Engineer and see history in action. 
Tickets are just $12 per person.

April 29 and May 13  

Railbike Season 
Bike the historic line north and 

south from Forest Park using unique 
“railbikes” that operate on the existing 
railroad tracks. The NPX Railbike is 
the first of its kind in Indiana and one 
of the few available in the Midwest!

Opens April 4! 

By DANIEL SHOCK
A Seat on the Aisle

I have never read Little 
Women. But I fell for Little 
Women in 1994 when Wi-
nona Ryder and Susan Sa-
randon brought it to life on 
screen. That movie hit me 
just right – a story about a 
family of wildly different 
personalities who love hard, 
fight hard, and somehow 
come out stronger in the end. 
I still haven’t seen any other 
adaptation until last night – 
not the musical, not the other 
films. I’m not sure why, but 
that one film from the ‘90s 
feels like mine, like my gen-
eration’s Little Women.

At its heart, Little Wom-
en is the coming-of-age 
story of the four March 
sisters – rebellious and am-
bitious Jo (Emily Haus), 
gentle and nurturing Meg 
(Emma Gedig), sweet and 
fragile Beth (Lizzie Schul-
tz), and fiery and dramatic 
Amy (Natalie Piggush) – as 
they grow up in Civil War-
era New England under the 
care of their wise and lov-
ing mother, Marmee (Mary 
Garner), while their father 

(Rob Lawson) is away at 
war. Alongside them are 
their wealthy and charming 
neighbor, Laurie (Gideon 
Roark); his reserved tu-
tor, John Brooke (Samuel 
Smith); their sharp-tongued 
Aunt March (Christina 
Burch); and Jo’s unlike-
ly intellectual companion, 
Professor Bhaer (James 
Semmelroth Darnell). The 
story follows their joys, 
heartbreaks, and triumphs 
as they navigate family, 
love, ambition, and loss.

Let’s start with the big 
complaint: the sound. From 
the very first line, there were 
problems. The actors were 
all miked, and while dia-
logue was sometimes clear, 
it was often distorted by in-
terference or other extrane-
ous noises. Worse, the sound 
design in the venue lacked 
directionality or subtlety – it 
felt flat, making everything 
seem like it was happening 
on the same plane. Some-
times one actor would sound 
perfectly fine, while another 
in the same scene would sud-
denly seem like they were 
broadcasting from an old-
time radio play. I suspect this 
isn’t the fault of the actors, 
but rather inconsistencies in 
the microphones.

Frankly, I think this 
show (and others in this 
space) would be better if 
the actors simply projected 
without microphones. As 
distracting as the sound is-
sues were, though, the Lit-
tle Women story is strong 
enough to overcome them. 
The relationships, the 
warmth, the struggles – all 
of it still draws you in.

The absolute highlight 
for me was Emma Gedig 
as Meg. She was so natural 
and grounded, it felt like 

she could’ve walked right 
off the ‘94 film set and onto 
this stage. Emily Haus as 
Jo brought the right mix of 
humor and attitude, nailing 
the character’s rebellious 
streak without ever feeling 
forced. Natalie Piggush as 
Amy also had an entertain-
ing oddball streak, landing 
moments of humor even in 
serious situations. And Liz-
zie Schultz as Beth captured 
her character’s fragility and 
sweetness so effectively 
that there were definitely 
some teary eyes in the audi-
ence. The four sisters were 
beautifully cast.

Among the supporting 
cast, Rob Lawson shined as 
Father, radiating warmth as 
a man who had been away 
from his children for too 
long. Mary Garner as Mar-
mee had a gentle, maternal 
presence, and Christina 
Burch as Aunt March add-
ed her own quirky humor 
to the mix. The young men 
– Gideon Roark as Lau-
rie and Samuel Smith as 
John Brooke – grew into 
their characters as they be-
came more entwined with 
the family. The one perfor-
mance that didn’t fully land 
for me was James Semmel-
roth Darnell as Professor 
Bhaer. While he played the 
role well, the chemistry 
between him and Jo didn’t 
quite feel like it belonged in 
the same story.

Director Barcia Alejos’ 
technical team did a respect-
able job bringing the world 
of Little Women to life. Jay 
Ganz’s and José Alejos’ set 
was sharp and well-craft-
ed, and Karissa Henschen’s 
lighting was simple but 
effective – except for one 
unintentional comedy mo-
ment when the lights came 

up early on a stagehand, 
who gave the booth a look 
we’ve all seen (or given) be-
fore. Just keep moving, my 
guy. Costumes, designed by 
Jillian Fleck, Emma Gedig, 
Barcia Alejos, and Daniel 
Alejos, were solid overall, 
with a few standout pieces 
– Amy’s Act III dress, for 
example, was particularly 
striking. As for the sheer 
number of hoop skirts? It 
felt like maybe there were 
two or three too many.  But 
what do I know?

The best compliment I 
can give this show? I never 
once checked the time. The 
story moves along so well 
that I was fully engaged 
from start to finish. Little 
Women is one of those tales 
that overcomes any techni-
cal flaws because the heart 
of it is so strong. More than 
anything, this cast genuine-
ly seems to adore one an-
other, and that connection 
shines through.

If you love Little Women 
as I do, you should take the 
time to see this production. 
You won’t be disappointed. 
The Belfry Theatre's Little 
Women runs through March 
2 at Noblesville First Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 2051 
Monument St. Showtimes 
are 8 p.m. on Feb. 27 and 28 
and 2 p.m. on March 1 and 
2. Tickets are $20 for adults, 
$15 for students, military, 
and veterans, with a special 
$10 ticket night on Feb. 27 – 
which is a pretty sweet deal.

If this story is close to 
your heart (or if you just 
want to see a classic done 
well), grab your seats now 
at thebelfrytheatre.com or 
call/text (317) 773-1085.

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.

Photo by Rob Slaven / IndyGhostLight.com
(Clockwise from lower left) Natalie Piggush as Amy, Emily Haus as Jo,  
ary Garner as Marmee, Emma Gedig as Meg, and Lizzie Schultz as Beth.

Daniel Shock has a lot to say 
about Little Women the play

Heirbrandt elected
to ICC district office
The REPORTER

Hamilton County Com-
missioner Mark Heirbrandt 
was elected as the 2025 Pres-
ident of the Indiana County 
Commissioners (ICC) East 
Central District during the 
annual conference.

“Mark will be a great 
spokesperson for his coun-
ty and his district, and he is 
dedicated to building stron-
ger Indiana counties,” ICC 
Executive Director Tyler 
Warman said.

As District President, 
Heirbrandt will represent 
the elected County Commis-
sioners in the East Central 
district of the state, which 

includes the fol-
lowing counties: 
Delaware, Fay-
ette, Franklin, 
Hamilton, Han-
cock, Henry, 
Johnson, Madi-
son, Marion, Ran-
dolph, Rush, Shel-
by, Tipton, Union, 
and Wayne. The 
ICC is represented by six 
districts in the state. He will 
serve on the ICC’s Board of 
Directors, which determines 
policies and legislative goals 
for the Association. 

Heirbrandt also served 
as the ICC President from 
2023 to 2024 and received 

the prestigious 
D i s t i n g u i s h e d 
County Commis-
sioner of the Year 
Award in 2022 by 
the Indiana Coun-
ty Commissioners 
and was recog-
nized as County 
Commiss ione r 
of the Year by 

the Association of Indiana 
Counties (AIC) in 2023.  

Hancock County Com-
missioner Bill Spalding was 
elected District Vice Presi-
dent during the meeting as 
well. The district meeting 
also included discussion on 
current issues pertaining to 

county government in the 
East Central District.

The elections were held 
during the ICC’s 2024 An-
nual Conference this month. 

About the Indiana 
County Commissioners

Based in Indianapolis, 
the Indiana County Com-
missioners (ICC) is dedicat-
ed to serving and support-
ing county commissioners 
across the state. By fostering 
collaboration and providing 
essential resources, the ICC 
empowers leaders to tack-
le pressing issues, enhance 
local infrastructure, and 
strengthen Indiana commu-
nities. 

Heirbrandt

Thanks for reading!

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
http://wstevenscpa.com/
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
http://thebelfrytheatre.com/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
http://indyghostlight.com/
https://readthereporter.com
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Harold Andrew Pitts
June 4, 1931 – February 19, 2025

Harold Andrew Pitts, 93, Sheridan, passed away on 
Wednesday afternoon, February 19, 
2025, at Riverview Hospital in Nobles-
ville. Born June 4, 1931, in Hamilton 
County, he was the son of the late Percy 
Milton and Rowena Mae (Dell) Pitts.

He was a 1949 graduate of Sher-
idan High School, and a member of 
the Sheridan First Christian Church, 
where he served the congregation as 
a Deacon for many years before being 

appointed Deacon Emeritus. His strong faith helped guide 
him throughout his life.

Harold married the love of his life, Marcia Lee Fanch-
er, on October 18, 1953. Anyone they met could instantly 
see their love for each other in the way that Harold would 
tease her, and she would just roll her eyes, and shake her 
head slowly with a subtle grin. Together they built a beau-
tiful family, and to Harold there was nothing more import-
ant than that. 

Growing up, Harold helped his dad on the farm. Those 
early years, doing the grunt work around the farm, helped 
shape his life in ways he never would have imagined. With 
his attention to detail and strong work ethic, Harold turned 
his attention to carpentry for a few years. However, the call 
to return to farming was just too strong, so that is exactly 
what he did. Together, he and Marcia successfully operated 
their family farm for more than 50 years.

Harold had a lifelong involvement with sports – play-
ing, coaching, and watching his sons play. He enjoyed his 
time coaching Little League, and in later years transitioned 
to running the field sidelines as a stats keeper for Sheridan 
Blackhawk Football.

Harold actively followed his son Greg’s racing career 
as well. Tinkering with the car was always a bonus, but 
spending time with his family and the racing community 
was what he enjoyed the most about the experience. 

Another favorite activity was the annual fishing trips 
to Pelican Lake in Minnesota, starting in the early days of 
his marriage with his in-laws, to eventually taking his own 
kids, grandkids, and great-grandkids. Many hours were 
spent in the boat telling fish stories and sharing life lessons. 

He also liked to play cards, hosting Euchre Club along 
with Marcia at their house for many years.

Harold was a very giving man who would do anything 
for anyone. He never looked for a thank you or any ac-
knowledgement at all. He humbly helped those in need be-
cause it was the right thing to do.

Harold is survived by two sons, Charles David Pitts 
of Sheridan and Jeffrey Lynn Pitts (Kathy) of Atlanta; his 
two granddaughters, whom he talked about every chance 
he was afforded, Megan McGuire (Mathew) of Atlanta and 
Meredith Cripe (Andrew) of Sheridan; and his pride and 
joy, his five great-grandchildren, Ashtyn, Grant, Jackson, 
Madelyn, and Jacob, who immediately became “Grandpa 
Great’s” entire world the moment each one entered this 
world. Also surviving are one sister, one brother, and one 
brother-in-law.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Percy Milton 
and Rowena Mae (Dell) Pitts; by his loving wife, Marcia 
Lee (Fancher) Pitts; and his son, Gregory Allan Pitts. He 
was also preceded in death by two sisters, one half-brother, 
one sister-in-law, and by his loving companion, Rebecca 
“Becky” Mendenhall.

Visitation and services were held Tuesday, February 25, 
2025, at the Sheridan First Christian Church, 107 W. 3rd 
St., Sheridan. Burial followed at Crown View Cemetery in 
Sheridan. Reverend Michael Srbljan officiated.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be pre-
sented to the Sheridan First Christian Church, P.O. Box 
111, Sheridan, IN 46069.

Arrangements have been entrusted to Kercheval Funer-
al Home in Sheridan.

Condolences: kerchevalfuneralhome.com

Janice Elaine Barker
July 4, 1942 – February 24, 2025

Janice Elaine Barker, 82, Noblesville, passed away on 
Monday, February 24, 2025, at her 
home. She was born on July 4, 1942, 
to Robert and Jane (Miller) Boser in 
Noblesville.

Jan and her husband, Victor C. 
Barker, operated Cardinal Building 
Company for many years. She was 
the head cook at Durbin Elementary 
for Hamilton Southeastern Schools 
for over 13 years. Jan was a member 

of Clarksville Christian Church and the Lapel American 
Legion Auxiliary #212. She enjoyed camping at New Lis-
bon Campgrounds where she made many friends over the 
years. Jan was loved and cherished by her grandchildren, 
who lovingly called her “Nana.” She loved her pets, espe-
cially Lacie Jane and Miss Muggsie.

She is survived by her children, David (Rhonda) Barker 
and Vicki (John) Hagerman; grandchildren, Daniel (Brit-
tani) Barker, Victor (Alicia) Barker, and Katy (Jacob) 
Hochstetler; and great-grandchildren, Lexi, Preston, Drake, 
Layne, Dean, Presley, Elliot, Adley, and Liam.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death 
by her husband, Victor C. Barker; brother, Gerald Boser; 
niece, Amy Willett; grandson, Jeremy Barker; and two in-
fant children, David Lee and Andrea Sue.

Services will be held at 2 p.m. Monday, March 3, 2025, 
at Randall & Roberts Funeral Home, 1150 Logan St., No-
blesville, with Richard Barker officiating. Visitation will be 
from noon to the time of the service at the funeral home. 
Burial will be at Prairie Baptist Cemetery in Noblesville.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

BIDDING OPENS: Sat., February 22nd @ Noon
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, March 8th @ 6pm

PREVIEW DAY:  Thursday, March 6th from Noon - 6pm
PICK-UP DAYS: Monday, March 10th from Noon - 6pm

Tuesday, March 11th from Noon - 6pm
2018 Skyjack SJIII3226 26’ Scissor Lift, JLG 1930ES 19’ Electric Scissor Lift, Daewood Model 25S Industrial Forklift
53’ VAN STORAGE TRAILER (NO TITLE-FOR STATIONARY STORAGE UNIT USE ONLY)
1999 Chevrolet Tilt Master W3500 Box Truck
BUS & PASSENGER VEHICLE EQUIPMENT (Most in New and/or Un-Used Condition):  Headlight Assemblies, Rolls 
Altro Vinyl Flooring, Valco Diesel Heater & Parts, Fleetquard Fuel Filters, Phillips & Temro Heating Products, Grayson 
Thermal Systems Filters, Rolls of Convoluted Hose, Parker Hydraulic Hoses, Rolls of CAT-5 Communication Cable, 
Eaton Synflex Air Brake Tubing Kits, Mirrors, Mounting Brackets, Hardware, Clamps, Hoses, Couplers, Fasteners, Fire 
Suppression Hoses, Assorted Air Line, Hose Assemblies, Grille Assemblies, Sportworks Stainless Steel Bike Racks
United States Seating Company (Most New and/or Un-Used Condition):  Double Bench Seat Units, Single Seat Units, 
Tip-Up Seats, Cushion Sets, Recaro Driver Seats
Safety Vision Interior IP Cameras & Interior & Exterior Network Mini Dome Cameras, Electrical Components, 
Lighting Kits
Parts Bins, Employee & Breakroom Lockers, Fire Extinguishers, Ramco RS-90P Metal Cutting Bandsaw, Metal Burn 
Barrels w/ Lids, Goodyear & Michelin 265/70R19.5 Tires
To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

ON-LINE ONLY PUBLIC AUCTION
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL

EQUIPMENT
and

BUS & PASSENGER
VEHICLE EQUIPMENT

Meeting Notices
Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) 

The Hamilton County Board 
of Commissioners Highway 
meeting scheduled for on Fri-
day, March 7, 2025, has been 
canceled.

TriCo Regional Sewer Utility 
will hold its monthly Capital and 
Construction Committee meeting at 
4:30 p.m. Monday, March 3, 2025, 
at 7236 Mayflower Park Drive, Zi-
onsville.

Build BW announces Troy 
Woodruff as chief growth officer
The REPORTER

Build BW, a leader in 
construction and develop-
ment, has announced Troy 
Woodruff as Chief Growth 
Officer.

Woodruff joins co-own-
ers Dustin Frye and Brad 
Battin, complementing 
their expertise in construc-
tion and development with 
his strategic growth experi-
ence.

While Woodruff has 
always been an owner and 
part of Build BW’s foun-
dation, his new role marks 
an exclusive focus on the 
growth and impact of Build 
BW. Woodruff is responsi-
ble for strengthening client 
relationships, developing 
employees, and driving 
growth.

“At Build 
BW, we’re not 
just committed 
to delivering ex-
ceptional work; 
we’re dedicat-
ed to building 
partnerships that 
stand the test of 
time,” Woodruff 
said. “I’m excited 
about working alongside a 
team that values collabo-
ration, transparency, and 
doing what’s best for both 
our clients and the commu-
nities we serve.”

Previously, Woodruff 
served as CEO of RQAW 
| DCCM, where he helped 
scale the firm from a 
nine-person team to nearly 
140 employees, increasing 
revenue from $500,000 to 

over $23 million 
annually. His 
ability to drive 
business growth, 
a s s e m b l e 
high-performing 
teams, and nav-
igate industry 
challenges have 
made him an un-
deniable leader 

in AEC (Architecture, En-
gineering & Construction) 
industries.

Build BW has experi-
enced significant growth 
over the past decade, with a 
strong focus on Build-Op-
erate-Transfer (BOT) con-
struction projects, particu-
larly in the municipal and 
public safety sectors. The 
company’s work includes 
jails, police stations, and 

fire stations, as well as proj-
ects in commercial, retail, 
mixed-use, and multi-fam-
ily development.

One notable project cur-
rently underway is the $85 
million Hamilton County 
Public Safety Center. Build 
BW is the construction 
partner and delivering the 
project via BOT.

Additionally, BW’s 
development division re-
cently announced its will 
develop a $30 million 
restaurant and retail space 
at The Crossing at Fishers 
District, home to the new 
Fishers Event Center. This 
35,000 square-foot devel-
opment will introduce new 
dining and retail options to 
the growing entertainment 
district.

Woodruff

Indiana529 surpasses $8 billion 
in education investment accounts
The REPORTER

Indiana Treasurer of 
State Daniel Elliott an-
nounced Monday that the 
Indiana529 education sav-
ings plans have exceeded 
$8 billion in assets in more 
than 447,000 accounts.

“Every hard-earned 
dollar invested in an Indi-
ana529 plan is one less that 
will have to be borrowed 
and repaid with interest,” 
Elliott said. “These invest-
ment accounts benefit from 
both tax-deferred growth 
and Indiana’s generous state 
tax credit, making an Indi-
ana529 plan an incredibly 
powerful tool for funding 
education. We’re proud to 
offer this program to fam-
ilies investing for a future 
with less student loan debt.”

Indiana529 provides 
families with flexibility and 
choice when it comes to 

saving for education after 
high school. Funds can be 
used at any eligible school 
or qualified apprenticeship 
program, both in- and out-
of-state. Accounts grow 
tax-deferred and distribu-
tions are tax-free as long as 
the money is withdrawn to 
pay for qualified education 
expenses like tuition, books, 
equipment, and fees.

Indiana taxpayers may 
also be eligible for an annu-
al state income tax credit of 
20 percent of contributions 
to Indiana529 accounts, 
worth up to $1,500 each 
year ($750 for married cou-
ples filing separately).

“Eight billion dollars is 
an amazing milestone giv-
en that Hoosiers can start 
saving with as little as 10 
dollars,” Program Executive 
Director Marissa Rowe said. 
“The secret to investing is to 

start, and you can open an 
Indiana529 account online 
in as little as 10 minutes.”

For an introduction to 
Indiana529 Savings Plans, 
register to attend a Webi-

nar Wednesday at indiana-
529direct.com.

For more information 
about Indiana529 Sav-
ings Plans, visit myindi-
ana529.com.

Photo provided
Treasurer of State Daniel Elliott says the program 
is a powerful tool for families to save for college.

Send Meeting Notices to:  News@ReadTheReporter.com
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The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to submit
obituaries at ReadTheReporter.com/obitform.

Hamilton 
County 

Reporter
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Email
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Web Address
ReadTheReporter.com

Publisher Stu Clampitt
765-365-2316

Subscription Inquiries
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765-585-9519
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765-365-2316

Sports Editor Richie Hall
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LISTED & PENDING! SOLD! SOLD!

109 Lake Terrace 
Court
Noblesville 

ON THE WATER!

Immaculate lake house on Morse 
Reservoir. 3 BR, 2.5 BA, two living 
spaces, gas fireplace, kitchen with 

2 pantries. All appliances included. 
Listed at $659,900

Adorable 4 BR, 2.5 BA brick home on 
.38 acres in Fishers. Updated kitchen 

with granite counters, farm sink, 
stainless appliances. Updated HVAC. 

Listed at $344,900

1940 Nantucket 
Drive

Cicero 

67 Apple Tree
Circle

Fishers 

3 BR, 4 BA, brick exterior home  
with 4,208 Sq Ft. of living space. 
Move-in ready with wonderful 

screened-in porch.
Listed at $530,000

411 OXFORD
DRIVE
Noblesville 

The Deakyne Team REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS
“Speak 

to Deak!” www.speaktodeak.com
317.695.6032  Jennifer  | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer

Charming home situated in Country 
Lake Estates with no HOA!  Over  
3,000 square feet  including 4 BR,  
2.5 BA and a finished basement. 

Listed at $424,900

Today’s Bible Reading
The Tabernacle

They made the curtain of blue, purple and 
scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with 
cherubim woven into it by a skilled worker. 
They made four posts of acacia wood for it and 
overlaid them with gold. They made gold hooks 
for them and cast their four silver bases. For the 
entrance to the tent they made a curtain of blue, 
purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen—
the work of an embroiderer; and they made five 
posts with hooks for them. They overlaid the tops 
of the posts and their bands with gold and made 
their five bases of bronze.

Exodus 36:35-38 (NIV)

Gary Lew Nickander
May 20, 1934 – February 21, 2025

Gary Lew Nickander, 90, Noblesville, passed away 
peacefully on Friday, February 21, 
2025, at his home surrounded by his 
family. He was born on May 20, 1934, 
to Carl and Carrie (McCrary) Nicka-
nder in Aitkin, Minn.

Gary proudly served his country 
in the United States Navy aboard the 
USS Hancock from 1952 to 1956. He 
met the love of his life, Joan Elizabeth 
Fieber, in his hometown of Madison, 
Minn., and they were married on Sep-
tember 20, 1958. Their first son was 
born a year to the day after they were 
married, and their first grandchild was 
also born on their anniversary. Gary 
graduated from the University of Min-
nesota in 1960 with a degree in Forest-
ry. He was an entrepreneur and busi-
ness owner of Nickander Associates 
which sold wood products. Gary had a 
zest for life, loved the lake life, travel-
ing, bird watching, and telling a good 
story. He was very generous and sup-
ported many charitable organizations.

Gary is survived by his wife of 66 years, Joan Nicka-
nder; sister, Sue Johnson; son, Dan (Kaylynn) Nickander; 
daughters, Carla (Bill) Crask, Kelly (Mike) McVey, and Kari 
(Adam) Perry; grandchildren, Marci (Alex) Burrow, Lindsey 
McVey, Madi Nickander, Mitch McVey, Carl (Kylie) Nick-
ander, Bonnie Nickander, Otto Perry, and Ava Perry; and his 
great-grandchildren, Dalyla, Arlo, and Bronson Burrow.

He was preceded in death by his parents and brother, 
Rodney Nickander.

Gary’s legacy lives on through his family, his stories, 
and the many lives he touched with his kindness and gener-
osity. He will be deeply missed by all who knew him.

Visitation will be from 10 to 11 a.m., with Mass at 11 
a.m., on Monday, March 3, 2025, at Our Lady of Grace 
Catholic Church, 9900 E. 191st St., Noblesville.

Memorial contributions may be made to The Noblesville 
Society of St. Vincent De Paul Noble Cause, 1391 Green-
field Ave., Noblesville, IN 46060 (svdpnoblecause.com).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Kenneth D. May
December 14, 1945 – February 22, 2025

Kenneth D. May, 79, Noblesville, passed away Febru-
ary 22, 2025. He was born in Indianap-
olis on December 14, 1945, the son of 
Oscar Lloyd and Lila (Jennings) May.

Kenny was a 1963 graduate of 
Washington High School and later at-
tended IUPUI majoring in history. He 
and Nina (Secrest) May were married 
on November 2, 1991. Kenny worked 
for Link Belt/FMC/Rexnord bearing 
manufacturer for 43 years.

Kenny had been a member of Carmel Friends since 
1991, actively serving as an usher, member of the Christian 
Education Committee, and many other capacities.

Other memberships included the Kiwanis Golden K 
Club, serving as a past president and earning the George F. 
Hixson Fellowship Award.

He worked many years fundraising for Riley Hospital 
through selling popcorn at Carmel Gazebo Concerts and 
was a Salvation Army bell ringer. He enjoyed meeting with 
his Yokefellows every Tuesday for lunch. He was a long-
time member of the Steelworkers Union.

Kenny was proud of his Haughville roots. He was 
an avid golfer, often golfing a couple times a week with 
friends. He proudly achieved the 2 Hole in One award. 
Kenny bowled for many years in leagues as well as the 
ABC tournaments. He also played softball and coached 
youth baseball, softball, and basketball. He was a New 
York Yankees fan.

Kenny was truly a man of faith and loved his family 
deeply. His pancakes and breakfast were legendary among 
his grandkids. He treasured getting to spend time with his 
youngest grandson every week.

Most importantly, Kenny loved the Lord with all his 
heart and served Him faithfully in every aspect of his life.

In addition to his parents, Kenny was preceded in death 
by his brother Eddie May.

Survivors include his wife, Nina Jo Secrest May; chil-
dren, Kenneth May Jr., Dawn May, Jeffrey May, Kelly 
May, Brandon (Amy) Dennis, Aileen (David) McDivitt, 
Nathan (Karen) Dennis, and Kyle (Hilary) May; grandchil-
dren, Dawn (Erich) Bolander, Brooke Morrison, Hannah 
(Jack) Garner, Ethan and Caleb Dennis, Tiernan, Ashtin, 
and Ella McDivitt, William and Jenna Dennis, and Atticus 
Kenneth May; great-grandchildren, Cassion Bolander; and 
brother, Steve (Joanne) May.

Family and friends will gather from 3 to 6 p.m. Sunday, 
March 2, 2025, at Carmel Friends Church, 651 W. Main 
St., Carmel, where the Funeral Service will take place at 
11 a.m. Monday, March 3, 2025. A Committal Service will 
follow in Carmel Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to Car-
mel Friends Church, 651 W. Main St., Carmel, IN 46032; 
Quaker Haven Camp, 111 EMS D16C Lane #8051, Syra-
cuse, IN 46567; or Kiwanis Golden K Club, 15120 Count 
Fleet Ct., Carmel, IN 46032. Envelopes will be available at 
the service.

Bussell Family Funerals is privileged to assist the May 
family with arrangements.

Condolences: bussellfamilyfunerals.com

Dennis Lee Ganz
December 20, 1947 – February 20, 2025

On February 20, 2025, the world lost a gem of a person, 
Dennis Lee Ganz, born on December 
20, 1947, in Chicago, Ill.

Dennis was known for his loving, 
loyal, humble, and supportive nature. 
He was a steadfast figure in the lives 
of many, a beacon of consistency and 
compassion. As a master technician, he 
was respected in his profession, but it 
was his personal life that truly defined 
him. He was a man who found joy in 

the simple pleasures of life, and whether it was drag rac-
ing, fishing, bowling, being out on the lake, or even playing 
pool, Dennis lived life fully and heartily.

Dennis was a picture of love and dedication, his family 
being the center of his universe. His marriage to Charmaine 
Ganz on November 10, 1973, was the start of a beautiful 
journey marked by shared dreams, laughter, and an endur-
ing love. Their bond was a testament to their mutual re-
spect and understanding and was a source of inspiration for 
many. Being a loving father to his son, Christopher, and a 
doting grandfather to Jaxson, Dennis instilled in them the 
values of commitment, care, and compassion. He is also 
survived by his sister, Debby, and several nephews who 
will forever remember his kindness and generosity.

Dennis, however, had his share of profound losses. He 
was preceded in death by his father, Sergio Ganz, his moth-
er, Patricia Ganz, his son, Denny Ganz, and his brothers, 
Robert, Ricky, and Gary Ganz. Yet, despite these losses, he 
carried on with life, displaying resilience and strength that 
was admired by all who knew him.

The visitation will take place at noon on Friday, Febru-
ary 28, 2025, at Hartley Funeral Homes, Cicero. This will 
be followed by a memorial service at 2 p.m. and a private 
burial at 3 p.m.

Dennis Ganz was a man of many virtues, and he left 
an indelible mark on the hearts of those he touched. His 
memory will live on in the stories, laughter, and love he left 
behind. As we celebrate his life, we invite you to share your 
memories and upload photos of Dennis on the memorial 
page. Let us come together to remember a life well-lived, 
and a man greatly loved.

Condolences: hartleyfuneralhomes.com
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By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

FISHERS – Five Ham-
ilton County divers qual-
ified for the IHSAA state 
meet on Tuesday after their 
performances at the Fishers 
diving regional.

The competition at the 
Tigers’ aquatic center fea-
tured some extremely tal-
ented divers, including six 
that had sectional scores 
over 480 points. The win-
ner was Oak Hill senior 
Grant Cates, who totaled 
614.15 points in his 11 
dives. A Southern Method-
ist University recruit, Cates 
scored 78.00 points on his 
seventh dive, a reverse 
2-1/2 somersault tuck, and 
scored three 10s right be-
fore that on his sixth dive, 
a reverse pike.

Cates ran away with 
first place, but the coun-
ty divers held their own. 
Senior Jacob Schade led a 
parade of three Fishers div-
ers to make it to state, as he 
placed second with a score 
of 507.75 points. 

Schade performed a 
reverse 2-1/2 somersault 
tuck for his seventh dive 
and scored 63.00 points. He 
eclipsed the 50-point mark 
on two other dives as well. 
This will be the third year 
in a row for Schade at state; 
he placed fourth as a soph-
omore and fifth last year as 
a junior.

“I thought I dove pretty 
well overall,” said Schade. 
“Obviously there’s dives 
and skills to improve upon 

for Saturday, but I thought 
it was overall a pretty sol-
id meet and hopefully I can 
build on it for Saturday pre-
lims in the morning.”

The top eight divers 
from the regional advance 
to the state meet, which be-
gins with the preliminaries 
at 9 a.m. Saturday. 

Junior Mason Lawson 
was right behind Schade, 
scoring 496.05 points 
to place third. Lawson 
brought out some big dives 
early, scoring 58.90 on his 
second dive (inward 2-1/2 
somersault tuck) and fol-
lowing that with another 
50-point dive. 

Lawson then scored 
50-plus points on his last 
two dives, including 56.00 
on his finale, a forward 
2-1/2 somersault, one twist 
pike. He had five dives 
score over 50 points at the 
meet but believes he can 
do better.

“I’ll improve for state,” 
said Lawson. “I’ll be ready 
for state.”

The third Fishers state 
qualifier is junior Kirby 
Danglade. He finished fifth 
with 431.55 points. Dan-
glade’s second and third 
dives both scored 50-plus 
points, then he scored the 
highest on his 11th dive, 
totaling 53.30 points on a 
forward 1-1/2 somersault, 
two twist free.

Danglade said he dove 
“pretty good for some of 
them,” but “left a lot out 
on the table in other places. 
But I can definitely figure 
it out in time for Saturday. 

I know what I can fix and 
how to do it, so just going 
to see if I can get it done.”

Seniors Kless, 
Summers advance
Noblesville senior Aid-

en Kless, already a two-
time state qualifier, ad-
vanced to state for the third 
time by finishing fourth 
with a score of 490.45 
points.

Kless scored 58.50 
points on three separate 
dives. He reached that level 
for both his third and fourth 

dives, respectively a for-
ward 2-1/2 somersault pike 
and a forward 1-1/2 somer-
sault, two twist free. Kless 
totaled 58.50 a third time 
on his eighth dive, a reverse 
2-1/2 somersault tuck.

Kless said he per-
formed “pretty well” at the 
regional.

“Some dives went not 
so great, but some dives 
went great,” said Kless, 
who noted that “you can’t 
really think of the bad 
ones” and let them ruin 

the competition. Kless was 
fifth at state two years ago 
as a sophomore and sev-
enth as a junior.

“I think I’ll do a lot bet-
ter,” said Kless. “I’m in a 
way better head space than 
I was last year.”

Carmel senior Henry 
Summers just missed qual-
ifying for state last season, 
placing ninth at the region-
al. He made it this year, fin-
ishing in eighth place with 
a score of 348.30 points.

Summers’ best dive 

was his fifth, a back 1-1/2 
somersault 1-1/2 twist free. 
He totaled 42.50 points.

“It’s pretty exciting,” 
said Summers. “I’m really 
liking the competition, just 
diving with all my friends.”

Carmel freshman Alrik 
Mansberger placed ninth at 
the regional this year, with 
a score of 322.95 points. 
Mansberger scored high-
est on his 11th dive, a for-
ward two somersault pike 
on which he scored 35.65 
points.
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Located at 206th and Creek Road, this 40-acres are ready for your vision. 
Build your own home or farm. Or develop the land for several homes, 

(variance would be required to build more than one home). The property 
sits in both Noblesville and Wayne Twp.

0 E 206th Street    |    Noblesville, IN 46060The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home? Lot 3

40 Acres 
New Price! $1,400,000

Reporter Sports Wednesday
Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Heights, Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Sheridan, University, Westfield

Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

Five county divers qualify for state

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Five Hamilton County divers qualified for the IHSAA state meet after their performance at the Fishers 
regional on Tuesday. Pictured: Carmel’s Henry Summers, Fishers’ Jacob Schade, Kirby Danglade and 
Mason Lawson, and Noblesville’s Aiden Kless.

By RICHARD TORRES
For The Reporter

NOBLESVILLE – On 
Monday night, Bryson Car-
dinal worked out with his 
father, Brian, a former Pur-
due standout, and focused 
specifically on 3-pointers.

Twenty-four hours lat-
er during Class 3A fifth-
ranked Guerin Catholic’s 
home and regular-season 
finale against 2A Univer-
sity, the duo’s training ses-
sion paid off.

Just 30 points shy from 
reaching 1,000 in his ca-
reer, Cardinal scored 23 in 
the first half to help turn a 
14-11 deficit into a 42-22 
lead by halftime, and then 
he locked in on history.

Cardinal, a 6-foot-7 
senior, converted a pair of 
shots in the post to start the 
second half before find-
ing space on the perimeter 
where he buried his third 
of four 3-pointers in the 
game, which brought the 
Golden Eagles’ faithful to 
their feet.

“For my 1,000th, it was 
a great pass from Hayden 
(Rogers), and then I was 
able to hit the shot,” Cardi-
nal said. “It was awesome 
to get it right away to kind 
of take that off my shoul-
ders and get that over with 
because that was some-
thing I was really hoping 
to do. It was an awesome 
moment.”

Cardinal became the 
seventh Guerin Catholic 
player in program history 
to reach the mark, and it 
only took 17 minutes, 40 
seconds to achieve the feat, 
as the Golden Eagles (20-
4) rolled to a 73-47 win.

“He was great tonight,” 
Guerin Catholic head 
coach Bobby Allen said. 
“When you have players 
that are 1,000-point scor-
ers in your program, as a 
coach, you just feel bless-
ed to be around kids like 
that who can do that. Not 
only is he a great individ-
ual player. He’s just a great 
team leader for us, and 
that’s probably what’s most 
important for us.”

Cardinal posted his sixth 
30-point game of the season 
and his fourth three-or-
more made 3-pointer per-
formance. He finished the 
game with a double-double 
(13 rebounds), which was 
his 16th this year.

“Our whole thing the 
entire season has been let 
it come to me. Don’t force 
anything, and I was just 
hoping to go out there and 
do my thing,” Cardinal 
said. “I got lucky enough 
to get the ball the first two 
possessions, and my team-
mates put me in a great po-
sition to get a bucket.”

Senior Ryne Paris led 
the Golden Eagles with 
six assists to go with sev-
en points, while Rogers, 
a sophomore, dished out 
five. Both fueled a 15-0 run 
in the second quarter, as 
Guerin Catholic swarmed 
the glass, got out in transi-
tion and created offense off 
seven University turnovers 
before halftime.

Guerin won the over-
all points off turnovers 
battle 18-8, out rebound-
ed the Trailblazers (13-9) 
35-16 and tallied 13 sec-
ond-chance buckets com-
pared to University’s three.

University led late in 

the first quarter and held 
the advantage, 14-11, en-
tering the second frame un-
til a 5:35 scoring drought 
and turnovers opened the 
door for Cardinal and the 
Golden Eagles.

Guerin Catholic won 
the second quarter, 31-8.

“We regrouped, and 
that second quarter was 
incredible,” Allen said. 
“That’s what we’re capable 
of doing. Our guys need to 
believe that and understand 
that we can do that when 
we want to.”

Cardinal believed, 
knocking down back-to-
back 3-pointers to end the 
first half, including a buzz-
er-beater to put Guerin 
ahead 42-22.

“It’s something my dad 
and I have put a ton of time 
in to. Yesterday, we put up 
150, make 150 threes, so 
it was really awesome to 
be able to hit the three to-
night,” Cardinal said.

His milestone trey halt-
ed the game momentari-
ly, as the public address 
announcer recognized the 
team captain for his career 
achievement.

Photo by Richard Torres
Guerin Catholic’s Bryson Cardinal was recognized after reaching the 
1,000-point milestone, which he reached during the Golden Eagles’ win over 
University on Tuesday. Cardinal is pictured with his family.

Cardinal reaches 1,000 points, leads Golden Eagles past Blazers

Boys Diving

Boys Basketball

See Cardinal . . . Page 12
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GUERIN CATHOLIC 73, UNIVERSITY 47
University	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Zien Bland	 2-3	 0-1	 4	 1
Max McComb	 4-7	 4-8	 14	 4
Blake Gray	 2-7	 2-2	 8	 1
Faisal Mohamud	 0-5	 1-2	 1	 1
Cooper Cammack	 1-1	 0-0	 2	 3
Joshua Henderson	 2-4	 1-2	 6	 4
Noah Cortez	 3-6	 0-0	 6	 1
Peter Morales	 1-5	 0-0	 3	 1
DJ Willis	 1-2	 1-1	 3	 0
Joshua Bledsoe	 0-0	 0-2	 0	 0
Lucas Ciaccia	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0
Walter Wilson	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0
Harris Nachlis	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0
Totals	 16-40	 9-18	 47	 16
University 3-point shooting (6-17) McComb 2-4, Gray 2-3, Morales 
1-4, Henderson 1-1, Cortez 0-3, Bland 0-1, Mohamud 0-1.
University rebounds (16) McComb 4, Gray 3, Cammack 3, Hender-
son 2, Cortez 1, Willis 1, Mohamud 1, team 1.
Guerin Catholic	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Jake Grissom	 2-4	 1-1	 6	 2
Malcolm Houze	 0-3	 0-0	 0	 1
Ryne Paris	 2-5	 3-3	 7	 2
Hayden Rogers	 0-1	 0-0	 0	 1
Bryson Cardinal	 12-20	 3-4	 30	 1
Carter Murans	 2-4	 2-2	 7	 1
Jack Toles	 3-7	 2-2	 8	 3
RJ Hill	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 2
Julian Melendez	 1-2	 2-2	 4	 0
Andrew Reithman	 2-3	 0-0	 5	 1
Jackson Carey	 2-3	 1-2	 6	 1
Will Bach	 0-1	 0-0	 0	 1
Sawyer Holman	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0
Jack Linden	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0
Drew Burnett	 0-1	 0-0	 0	 0
Totals	 26-54	 14-16	 73	 16
Guerin Catholic 3-point shooting (7-17) Cardinal 3-4, Grissom 1-2, 
Reithman 1-2, Murans 1-2, Carey 1-1, Houze 0-1, Paris 0-1, Melen-
dez 0-1, Rogers 0-1, Burnett 0-1.
Guerin Catholic rebounds (35) Cardinal 13, Houze 3, Melendez 
3, Carey 3, Grissom 2, Rogers 2, Reithman 2, Murans 2, Paris 1, 
Toles 1, Holman 1, Linden 1, team 1.

Score by Quarters
University	 14	 8	 9	 16 – 47
Guerin Catholic	 11	 31	 17	 14 – 73

“We knew before the 
game that I needed another 
30-point game, and it’s hard 
to do, but I think every buck-
et I had was assisted by my 
teammates, so I’m just bless-
ed to be in the position I’m 
in to score 1,000 points and 
have teammates that gave 
me as many open looks as I 
had tonight,” Cardinal said.

“My grandparents came 
in from up north. Everyone 
being here to support me, it 
was truly amazing. I looked 
up there right after I hit the 
shot, and my mom (Dan-
ielle) was already in tears.”

Cardinal was subbed 
out after he reached his in-
tended total, and the Golden 
Eagles pushed the margin to 
28 points before the fourth 
quarter.

Sophomore Jake Gris-
som had six points. Senior 
Jake Toles finished with 
eight points. Senior Jackson 
Carey added six and soph-
omore Andrew Riethman 
chipped in five.

University senior Max 
McComb paced the Blaz-

ers with 14 points followed 
by junior Blake Gray with 
eight. Junior Noah Cortez 
and sophomore Joshua Hen-
derson each had six points.

The Golden Eagles 
won their first outright Cir-
cle City Conference title 
this year with a 4-0 run in 
league play and will head to 
Sectional 25 in Lebanon to 
face the host Tigers (16-6) 
on March 5.

“We’re excited. We felt 
like the season went well for 
us. Feel like we still even 
have room to improve be-
fore next week, and it’s go-
ing to be a difficult task, but 
we’re up for it. I’m excited 
to see how they perform 
against three great teams, 
hopefully, over the next 
week,” Allen said. “This is 
what it’s all about. You have 
a good season, and now you 
have to go prove it when it’s 
time in March.”

Cardinal knows what the 
postseason can bring. The 
senior was part of Guerin’s 
3A state runner-up lineup in 
2023 and played a key role 

in the team’s final four berth 
in 2024.

“Sophomore year, we 
made it to the finals and 
lost. Last year, we made it 
to the final four and lost. 
This year, I’m hoping to go 

all the way. I think we are 
an incredible team and an 
incredible group of just su-
per resilient guys and guys 
who work super hard. I’m 
hoping we can do it all this 
year,” Cardinal said.

Cardinal
from Page 11

Royals fall to Wildcats
The REPORTER

Hamilton Southeastern 
dropped its regular-season 
finale to Lawrence North 
78-60 in a Tuesday home 
game.

The Wildcats led 16-14 
after one quarter, then pulled 
further ahead in the second 
quarter for a 38-26 halftime 
lead. The Royals played 
even with LN in the third 
period, as both teams scored 
17 points, but the Wildcats 
finished the game with a 
23-point fourth quarter.

Lucas Weemer scored 

17 points for Southeastern. 
Braeden Totten hit four 
3-pointers on his way to 14 
points, while Jack Jacobs 
scored 11 points. Totten 
led the rebounds with six 
and handed out four assists, 
while Varscon Clark dished 
out six assists and blocked 
two shots.

The Royals are 13-11 
and will play the winner of 
a first-round sectional game 
between Carmel and No-
blesville in next Friday’s 
(March 7) Sectional 8 semi-
finals.

LAWRENCE NORTH 78,
HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN 60

Southeastern	 FG	 FT	 TP 	 PF
Jack Jacobs	 1-3	 0-0	 2	 1
Maverick Young	 4-9	 2-4	 11	 2
Braeden Totten	 5-8	 0-0	 14	 3
Landon Osswald	 2-6	 0-0	 5	 1
Varschon Clark	 4-7	 0-0	 9	 3
Lucas Weemer	 6-10	 2-2	 17	 3
Kian Kelly	 0-2	 0-0	 0	 2
Kallen Hoeft	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1
Christopher Beck	 1-1	 0-0	 2	 0
Alexander Weber	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0
Maksim Radovich	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 1
Totals	 23-46	 4-6	 60	 17

Score by Quarters
Lawrence North	 16	 22	 17	 23 – 78
Hamilton Southeastern	 14	 12	 17	 17 – 60
Southeastern 3-point shooting (10-18) Totten 4-6, Weemer 3-4, 
Young 1-3, Clark 1-3, Osswald 1-1, Kelly 0-1.
Southeastern rebounds (20) Totten 6, Clark 4, Young 3, Weemer 3, 
Osswald 2, Jacobs 1, team 1.

HAMILTON HEIGHTS 71, RUSHVILLE 40
Heights	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Tyler Champion	 1-5	 0-0	 2	 2
Rees Knapp	 1-3	 0-0	 3	 2
Carson Felger	 1-4	 0-0	 2	 3
Jack Kakasuleff	 4-7	 1-2	 10	 3
Gavin Saunders	 9-18	 2-2	 24	 1
Chris Nobbe	 3-5	 3-4	 9	 2
Dreydin Serna	 2-3	 1-2	 6	 3
Aidan Unger	 3-3	 2-2	 8	 0
Austin Day	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0
Justin Overton	 1-2	 4-4	 6	 1
Jackson Cantlon	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0
Hayden Spicer	 0-1	 1-2	 1	 1
Jackson Mikesell	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0
Totals	 25-51	 14-18	 71	 18

Score by Quarters
Rushville	 11	 9	 11	 9 – 40
Heights	 15	 19	 17	 20 – 71
Heights 3-point shooting (7-18) Saunders 4-10, Knapp 1-2, Kaka-
suleff 1-2, Serna 1-1, Champion 0-1, Felger 0-1, Overton 0-1.
Heights rebounds (24) Felger 4, Unger 4, Kakasuleff 3, Champion 
2, Nobbe 2, Knapp 2, Mikesell 2, Spicer 2, Overton 1, Saunders 1, 
Cantlon 1.

Huskies power
past Rushville

The REPORTER
Hamilton Heights 

posted another big win on 
Tuesday, closing its reg-
ular season with a 71-40 
home victory over Rush-
ville.

The Huskies outscored 
the Lions in each of the 
four quarters. Heights led 
15-11 after the first period, 
then zoomed ahead 34-20 
by halftime. Gavin Saun-
ders scored 12 points in 
the second period, includ-
ing a pair of 3-pointers.

The Huskies increased 

their lead to 51-31 after 
three quarters, with Saun-
ders scoring another seven 
points. Saunders finished 
the game with 24 points, 
including four 3s and also 
made four steals.

Jack Kakasuleff add-
ed 10 points, while Tyler 
Champion dished out four 
assists. Carson Felger and 
Aidan Unger both collect-
ed four rebounds.

Heights is 14-8 and 
plays Connersville Tues-
day in a Sectional 24 first-
round game at New Castle.

Millers roll at Mississinewa

NOBLESVILLE 83, MISSISSINEWA 32
Noblesville	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
T.J. Davidson	 7-7	 0-0	 16	 2
Adam Fine	 1-4	 2-3	 4	 1
Justin Curry	 6-12	 0-0	 13	 0
Aiden Brewer	 0-3	 1-2	 1	 3
Baron Walker	 11-16	 2-3	 27	 2
Ryan Vetor	 1-1	 4-6	 7	 2
Max Flanagan	 4-7	 0-0	 10	 3
Max Miller	 0-1	 0-0	 0	 0
Luke Davis	 1-1	 0-0	 2	 2
Luke Fogg	 1-2	 0-0	 3	 0
Totals	 32-54	 9-14	 83	 15

Score by Quarters
Noblesville	 22	 20	 23	 18 – 83
Mississinewa	 5	 14	 4	 9 – 32
Noblesville 3-point shooting (10-18) Walker 3-4, Flanagan 2-4, Da-
vidson 2-2, Curry 1-5, Fogg 1-1, Vetor 1-1, Fine 0-1.
Noblesville rebounds (32) Walker 8, Curry 5, Miller 4, Vetor 4, Fla-
nagan 4, Davidson 2, Davis 2, Brewer 2, Fine 1.

WESTFIELD 62, MOUNT VERNON 58
(overtime)

Westfield	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Will Harvey	 3	 2-2	 11	 1
Jalen Malone	 4	 0-0	 10	 4
Durante Morton	 12	 2-4	 26	 3
Drew Haffner	 1	 2-4	 4	 1
Rylan Rauch	 1	 0-0	 3	 2
Brock Detamore	 2	 3-4	 7	 1
Ryan Hunsucker	 0	 1-2	 1	 0
Luke Vandegriff	 0	 0-0	 0	 0
Totals	 23	 10-16	 62	 12

Score by Quarters
Westfield	 11	 6	 17	 20	 8 – 62
Mount Vernon	 16	 11	 16	 11	 4 – 58
Westfield 3-pointers (6) Harvey 3, Malone 2, Rauch.

The REPORTER
Noblesville finished 

its regular season at Mis-
sissinewa on Tuesday and 
rolled to an 83-32 victory.

The Millers were in front 
from the start, leading 22-5 
after the first quarter. Nobles-
ville led 42-19 at halftime, 
then cruised through the third 
period, outscoring the Indians 
23-4 for a 65-23 advantage.

Baron Walker had an 
outstanding game, scoring 

27 points, including three 
3-pointers, and eight re-
bounds. Walker was the first 
of four Millers in double fig-
ures: T.J. Davidson totaled 
16 points and also dished 
out four assists. Justin Curry 
added 13 points and pulled 
five rebounds, while Max 
Flanagan scored 10 points.

Noblesville is 17-5 and 
plays at host Carmel Tues-
day for a first-round Sec-
tional 8 game.

Rocks get past Marauders in OT
The REPORTER

Westfield finished the 
regular season with an over-
time win on the road Tuesday.

The Class 4A No. 3 
Shamrocks got past Mount 
Vernon 62-58, making a 
fourth-quarter comeback to 
force the extra period. The 
Marauders led 16-11 after 
the first period, then extend-
ed their lead to 27-17 by 
halftime.

Mount Vernon was up 
43-34 after three quarters; 
Will Harvey threw in three 
3-pointers in that quarter for 

nine points. Durante Mor-
ton took over for Westfield 
in the fourth, pouring in 18 
of the Shamrocks’ 20 points 
in that period. That helped 
Westfield tie the game at 54-
54 by the end of regulation. 
The ‘Rocks outscored the 
Marauders 8-4 in overtime.

Morton finished with 26 
points. Jalen Malone scored 
10 points, including seven 
in the first quarter.

Westfield is 18-3 and 
plays Fishers Tuesday in a 
first-round Sectional 8 game 
at Carmel.

The REPORTER
Guerin Catholic beat 

Roncalli 55-46 last Satur-
day to clinch the Circle City 
Conference championship.

The Royals led 12-9 af-

ter the first quarter and 26-
17 late in the second quarter 
before the Golden Eagles 
cut that lead to 26-21 by 
halftime. Guerin Catholic 
came back to tie the game 

at 35-35 after three periods, 
then outscored Roncalli 20-
11 in the fourth quarter.

Jake Grissom led GC 
with 17 points, while Ryne 
Paris and Bryson Cardinal 

both scored 12 points. Car-
dinal pulled 10 rebounds for 
a double-double.

Guerin Catholic finished 
conference play with a per-
fect 4-0 record.

Guerin Catholic wins conference title

Fishers completes
unbeaten regular season

The REPORTER
The Fishers boys bas-

ketball team completed 
its first undefeated regular 
season in program history 
on Tuesday.

The Class 4A No. 1 
Tigers rolled past North 
Central 86-56 in an away 
game. Fishers led 24-9 
after one quarter, with 
Cooper Zachary scoring 
eight points, including 
two 3-pointers. Zachary 
repeated himself in the 
second period, again nail-
ing two 3s to score eight 
points. Justin Kirby added 
six points, part of a 47-26 

Tigers halftime lead.
Fishers blasted through 

the third quarter, pouring 
in 31 points for a 78-45 
advantage. Seven differ-
ent Tigers players scored 
in the third, including nine 
from Jason Gardner Jr.

Zachary finished the 
game with 22 points, fol-
lowed by Gardner and 
JonAnthony Hall with 16 
each. Hall scored six points 
in the third quarter. Kirby 
finished with 15 points.

The Tigers are 24-0 
and play Westfield Tues-
day in a first-round game 
at the Carmel sectional.

FISHERS 86, NORTH CENTRAL 56
Fishers	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Cooper Zachary	 8	 2-2	 22	 3
Jason Gardner Jr.	 5	 6-7	 16	 0
Justin Kirby	 6	 2-2	 15	 1
JonAnthony Hall	 7	 2-2	 16	 0
Nathan Baker	 0	 0-0	 0	 3
Millen McCartney	 2	 0-0	 6	 1
Logan Sigler	 3	 0-0	 7	 1
Torey Breland	 0	 2-2	 2	 1
Jean-Claude L’Homme	 0	 2-2	 2	 3
Levi Walker	 0	 0-0	 0	 0
Jalen Campbell	 0	 0-0	 0	 0
Totals	 31	 16-17	 86	 13

Score by Quarters
Fishers	 24	 23	 31	 8 – 86
North Central	 9	 17	 19	 11 – 56
Fishers 3-pointers (8) Zachary 4, McCartney 2, Kirby, Sigler.

Boys Basketball

https://noblesvillesports.com/
https://www.hctv1.com/
https://readthereporter.com/events
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SPORTS SCHEDULE
Thursday, Feb. 27

BOYS BASKETBALL
Phalen Academy at University, 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 28
BOYS BASKETBALL

Sheridan at Waldron, 7:30 p.m.
BOYS SWIMMING

IHSAA state prelims, 6 p.m. at IU Natatorium
GYMNASTICS SECTIONALS

Fishers, Noblesville at Franklin Central, 6:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

Mad Ants dominate Greensboro 
in Monday matinee victory 

Men’s Basketball

The REPORTER
The Indiana Mad Ants 

faced off with the Greens-
boro Swarm (Charlotte Hor-
nets affiliate) Monday after-
noon. In one of their finest 
performances of the season, 
the Mad Ants secured a 121-
93 victory over the Swarm. 
The 28-point differential 
was one shy of the sea-
son-high for Indiana. Jahlil 
Okafor led the team with 26 
points while Quenton Jack-
son and Enrique Freeman 
had 24 and 22 points respec-
tively. 

The Mad Ants had two-
way players Enrique Free-
man and Quenton Jackson 
active for today’s game. 
Johnny Furphy was also 
with the team on assign-
ment from the Pacers. Fur-
phy scored the first points of 
the game with a layup at the 
end of the shot clock. Two 
possessions later, Freeman 
scored with a layup after 
recovering an offensive re-
bound. 

Jahlil Okafor returned 
to the Mad Ants for his first 
game since early February. 
The veteran center signed 
a 10-day contract with the 
Pacers on February 10th 
and appeared in one game. 
He scored his basket four 
minutes into the game. On 
the next possession, Okafor 
scored again with a close-
range hook shot. 

After falling behind 8-6, 
Tom Hankins called a tim-

eout. Following the break, 
Indiana went on an 18-0 
run. The scoring run al-
lowed the Mad Ants to gain 
a lead of 24-8. Greensboro 
ended their scoring drought 
with three minutes left in 
the quarter. 

With time winding 
down in the quarter, Fur-
phy drew a shooting foul 
after recovering an offense 
rebound. He knocked down 
the one-for-two free throw 
attempt. On the next pos-
session, Kyle Mangas found 
Furphy down low, and the 
first-year pro finished the re-
verse layup. Under a minute 
to go, Josiah-Jordan James 
drained a three-pointer to 
beat the shot clock. After 
one quarter, the Mad Ants 
had a 31-12 lead. Furphy led 
the team with eight points. 

Freeman scored the first 
points of the second quarter. 
The two-way forward drove 
into the lane and scored with 
a layup. Next time down the 
floor, Cameron McGriff 
rocked the rim with a fero-
cious dunk. 

With six minutes left in 
the first half, the Mad Ants 
had a 46-23 lead. On the 
next possession for Indi-
ana, Okafor posterized his 
defender with a one-handed 
slam. He made six of his first 
seven field goal attempts in 
his return to the team. 

In the final minutes of 
the quarter, Freeman added 
to Indiana’s lead with a cor-

ner three. Freeman scored 
again with a driving layup 
next time down the floor. 
Jackson drew a foul and 
converted a one-for-two 
free throw. Dakota Mathi-
as added to the lead with 
a three-pointer. The Pur-
due alum knocked down a 
mid-ranger jumper his next 
time down the floor. The 
Mad Ants had a 64-35 lead 
after the first half. Okafor 
led all scorers with 16 first-
half points.  

Jackson scored the first 
points of the second half for 
the Mad Ants. The two-way 
guard knocked down a mid-
range jumper giving him 10 
points on the day. Next time 
down the floor, Freeman 
drained a corner three giv-
ing him 14 points. 

Halfway through the 
third quarter, Furphy add-
ed to his point total with a 
layup. On the next posses-
sion, Okafor reached 20 
points with a close-range 
jumper. Indiana had an 80-
55 lead with 5:30 remaining 
in the quarter. 

Down the stretch, Free-
man increased the lead with 
a put-back layup following 
an offensive rebound. With 
a minute to go, Freeman 
scored again with a layup. 
The Akron alum scored an-
other layup 30 seconds later 
giving him 20 points on the 
day. After three quarters of 
play, Indiana had a 90-67 
lead. Freeman and Okafor 

each had 20 points heading 
into the fourth quarter. 

Okafor got the scoring 
started in the fourth quarter. 
The 29-year-old scored with 
a layup giving him 22 points 
on the day. Two possessions 
later, Okafor scored again 
with a close-range hook 
shot. He made 12 of his first 
14 field goal attempts. 

Leading 105-79 halfway 
through the fourth quarter, 
Jackson attacked the lane 
and made a contested layup. 
Fouled on the play, he made 
it a three-point play with the 
and-one free throw. 30 sec-
onds later, he demonstrated 
his range with a three-point-
er the traditional way. 

Indiana had a 120-90 
lead with two minutes left 
in regulation. After drawing 
a foul, Ishmael Lane sank 
one of his two free throw 
attempts. The Mad Ants 
secured one of their larg-
est wins of the season; the 
28-point differential was 
one shy of the largest for In-
diana this season.

The Indiana Mad Ants 
will hit the road for a two-
game series with the San 
Diego Clippers beginning 
on Thursday. Tip-off is 
scheduled for 10 p.m. Game 
two of the series will be Sat-
urday again at 10:00 p.m. 
Indiana’s next home game 
will be on Monday against 
the Raptors 905. Tip-off for 
that game is scheduled for 
12:30 p.m.

Girls Basketball

Photo provided
The Hamilton Heights Middle School eighth-grade girls basketball team is this year’s Mid-Indiana 
Conference champions. The team is coached by Meg Hite, head coach, and Travis Comer, assistant coach.

By MEG HITE
HHMS 8th Grade Girls 
Basketball Coach

Over the weekend, the 
Hamilton Heights eighth-
grade girls basketball team 
competed at Tipton for this 
year’s Mid-Indiana Con-

ference (MIC) Champion-
ship title.

In the semifinals, the 
Huskies took on an ag-
gressive Western team that 
made the ladies work hard 
for every basket. They 
were only up three at the 
half and came out strong 

in the second half to hold 
them to 11 points and score 
24 points.

In the championship 
game, it was a total team 
effort all around against 
an aggressive Kokomo 
team. The Huskies got in 
some foul trouble early 

and everyone did their job 
and accepted their respon-
sibility. The ladies fought 
through the adversity and 
controlled what they could 
to bring home the MIC tro-
phy by defeating Kokomo 
for a big TEAM win! Con-
gratulations!

Huskies bring home MIC 
Championship trophy

The REPORTER
The IHSAA revealed the 

sectional pairings for its state 
boys basketball tournament 
last Sunday.

Carmel will host Class 
4A Sectional 8, with action 
taking place on Bill Shep-
herd Court at the Eric Clark 
Activity Center. The Grey-
hounds will be first out of 
the gate, hosting Noblesville 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday in a first-
round game. Fishers, the No. 
1-ranked team in Indiana and 
the defending 4A state cham-
pion, plays No. 3 Westfield in 
the second Tuesday game, to 
start around 7:30 p.m. 

In the Friday, March 7 
semifinals, Hamilton South-
eastern takes on the Car-
mel-Noblesville winner in 
the first game at 6 p.m. Zi-
onsville will play the Fish-
ers-Westfield winner in the 
second semifinal, which 
starts around 7:30 p.m.

In Class 3A, Hamil-
ton Heights travels to New 
Castle for Sectional 24. 
The Huskies play the sec-
ond opening-round game on 
Tuesday, facing Conners-
ville. That game follows a 
contest between Jay County 
and Yorktown. The first Fri-
day, March 7 semifinal will 
see Delta play the Jay Coun-
ty-Yorktown winner, while 
the host Trojans take on the 
Heights-Connersville winner 
in the second semifinal.

Guerin Catholic will trav-
el to Frankfort’s Case Arena 
to compete in 3A Sectional 
25, a seven-team site. The 
tournament opens Tuesday 

with the host Hot Dogs play-
ing Danville.

The first round continues 
on Wednesday, March 5. The 
Golden Eagles play Lebanon 
in that evening’s first contest, 
to be followed by Brebeuf Je-
suit playing Crawfordsville. 
Tri-West got the bye into 
the Friday, March 7 semifi-
nals and will play the Frank-
fort-Danville winner. The 
Wednesday winners will face 
off in the second semifinal.

In Class 2A, Sheridan 
heads to Frankfort to com-
pete in Sectional 39. That 
sectional opens on Tuesday 
with a 6 p.m. game between 
Taylor and Tipton, followed 
by a contest between Elwood 
and the host Eagles.

Sheridan got one of the 
byes and will play the Tay-
lor-Tipton winner in the first 
Friday, March 7 semifinal. 
Lapel plays in the second 
semifinal, against the El-
wood-Frankton winner.

University will make a 
short trip to Park Tudor next 
week to play in 2A Sectional 
42. The Trailblazers take on 
Covenant Christian in that 
site’s opening game, set for 6 
p.m. Tuesday. The host Pan-
thers will play Cardinal Ritter 
in the second Tuesday game.

In the Friday, March 7 
semifinals, Monrovia will 
take on the University-Cov-
enant Christian winner, with 
Riverside playing the Park 
Tudor-Cardinal Ritter win-
ner.

All sectional champion-
ships are set for Saturday, 
March 8.

IHSAA announces 
boys basketball 
sectional draws

Rank	 School 	 Points	 Record
1	 Fishers (22)	 440	 23-0
2	 Greenfield-Central	 388	 20-3
3	 Cathedral	 377	 18-4
4	 Westfield	 366	 17-3
5	 Avon	 336	 18-3
6	 Crown Point	 299	 17-2
7	 Anderson	 290	 20-2
8	 Lawrence North	 239	 16-6
9	 New Palestine	 232	 20-3
10	 Jeffersonville	 226	 16-5
11	 South Bend St. Joseph	 222	 18-3
12	 Warsaw	 216	 21-4
13	 Brownstown Central	 175	 19-1
14	 New Albany	 141	 16-3
15	 Ben Davis	 140	 15-7
16	 Noblesville	 138	 16-5
17	 Northridge	 109	 18-3
18	 Mount Vernon	 60	 16-4
19	 Guerin Catholic	 57	 19-4
20	 Crispus Attucks	 46	 15-6

First place votes are in parentheses.

Other schools receiving votes, with records
Blackhawk Christian (19-3), Clay City (20-1), Columbus North (18-
3), Evansville Reitz (14-4), Evansville Harrison (14-7), Fort Wayne 
Wayne (16-5), Homestead (18-5), Lafayette Jefferson (19-3), Law-
rence Central (11-9), Northview (21-1), NorthWood (17-4), Pike (11-9), 
Princeton Community (20-2), Silver Creek (20-3), South Bend Riley 
(17-4), South Ripley (20-1), Wapahani (21-1), Warren Central (13-6).

IBCA boys basketball
poll – Week of Feb. 24

http://wandalyons.com
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=

