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Editor’s note: This story was 

written by Hamilton County Vet-
erans Corp. Secretary Treasurer 
Lynn Epperson, Auxiliary 2nd 
Vice President Tracy Huser, and 
Bill Doss of the Stronger Veterans 
Stronger Communities Coalition.

The time-honored tradition 
of sending care packages to our 
deployed troops continued as 
2025 started here in Hamilton 
County.

On Saturday, Jan. 25 at 
the Lowell Beaver American 
Legion Post 470 in Fishers, 
35 volunteers young and old 
gathered to pack up an incred-
ible 147 care packages for our 
recently deployed Indiana Na-
tional Guard’s 38th ID unit. 
On Sept. 25, 2024, 600 citizen 
soldiers deployed in support of 
Operation Spartan Shield to the 
Middle East from Camp Atter-
bury. They are scheduled to be 
deployed for at least one year. 

The Hamilton County Veter-
ans Corp. (HCVC), working with 
Mike Reid, Indiana National 
Guard Soldier and Family Read-
iness Specialist, and Chaplain 
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Today: Morning clouds,
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Silence isn’t 
always golden

Most of us have 
heard the saying “si-
lence is golden,” 
meaning it is often bet-
ter or more respectful 
to remain silent than to 
speak. The full saying 
is “speech is silver, si-
lence is golden.”

While that may very 
well be true in some 
cases, when it comes to 
silence and having my needs met as a per-
son with a disability, this statement is untrue. 
In fact, it is better to speak up and voice my 
needs as someone who has needs that have 
to be met to keep me safe or make an experi-
ence as successful as possible for me.

A longtime friend recently reminded me 
how I used to “mask” my disability in mid-
dle and high school, and even into college. 
The last thing I wanted to do was draw atten-
tion to myself at that age, especially if I felt 
like I was putting someone out to get a need 
met. Often, I chose to silently suffer because 
I was too shy, too afraid, or not educated 
enough to know that it was okay to speak 
up for myself and what I needed as a young, 
disabled girl. To be honest, it was mostly be-
cause I did not want to be any more different 
from my peers than I already was. Blending 
in was the goal then, not standing out.

AMY SHINNEMAN
Disability in the City

COLUMNIST
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Class 101: help for
future college students
By MELBA KISER
For The Reporter

During the 2024 legislative session, the 
Indiana legislature revamped the require-
ments for a high school diploma.

The new diploma+ program has three 
tracks depending on whether the focus is 
on college enrollment, employment, or en-
listment. The legislature has set the effec-
tive dates as the 2028/2029 school year, 
meaning that students entering the eighth 
grade in 2025 who are thinking about col-
lege will be the first ones impacted by the 
changes. School counselors and teach-
ers will be grappling with the changes 
and new requirements. The average stu-
dent-to-school-counselor ratio is high.

Class 101 advisors can bridge the gap, 
providing the one-on-one support the stu-
dent needs. 

Class 101 was started in 1997 in Lex-
ington, Ky. Today they are the nation's 
largest college planning company with 
over 40 locations in 23 states, primarily 
on the east coast and part of the Midwest. 
Their focus is helping parents and students 
ensure their college preparation is well ex-
ecuted. The company provides more than 
10 different services, including identifying 
career interests and exploring majors, as-
sessment of strengths and personality pro-
file, essay writing, resume building, ACT/
SAT test preparation and score improve-
ment, scholarship applications, complet-
ing FAFSA/financial aid forms, finding 
job shadowing opportunities, obtaining 
letters of recommendation, and admission 
interview coaching.

The engagement with students can 
start as early as eighth grade. The earlier 
students engage, the more guidance the 
advisors can offer with course selection. 
However, Class 101 does work with stu-
dents who are entering the 12th grade. De-
pending on the grade of the student, Class 
101 asks for one hour per week every four 
to six weeks for eighth graders, which in-
creases to one hour per week every one to 
two weeks for a junior.

Local Class 101 offices are open for 
students to use as often as they wish, with 
the Carmel office seeing several students 
taking advantage of the facility from Mon-
day to Friday between the hours of 4 and 
9 p.m.

Using Class 101's methods, a student 
can expect to see a 160- to 170-point in-
crease in their SAT scores and a 0.3- to 
0.55-point increase in grade-point aver-
age. Class 101 advisors will help students 
zero-in on qualities and characteristics that 
will make them stand out. Parents can get 
help finding favorable student loans, finan-
cial aid programs, merit-based scholarship 
applications, etc., that will lead to a reduc-
tion in college costs.

Students and parents who want more 
details can contact Class 101 at (317) 975-
1012. Class 101 is located at 600 E. Carmel 
Drive, Suite 109, Carmel.

Hamilton Heights takes top spot at
Junior FFa state Forestry Contest
The REPORTER

Hamilton Heights Middle 
School won the Junior FFA 
State Forestry Contest, an his-
torical win three years in the 
making. The contest consists 
of a written test over the gen-
eral knowledge of forestry, 55 
leaves, 25 seeds, and 30 insects 
and disease identification. 

“Our journey started in the 
fall of 2022 when our team 
members were entering the 
sixth grade,” Coach Adam 
Sheller recalled. “I had person-
ally always enjoyed forestry, 
judging when I was in middle 
school, and it just made sense 
that I would pass that enjoyment 
to my own kids. As luck would 
have it, Nikki Higgins, Lilly and 
Maggie’s mother, and I were on 
the same Forestry Team in mid-
dle school at Hamilton Heights 
back in the mid-1990s. We end-
ed up finishing second in the 
state in 1995!”

Sheller continued, “As sixth 

graders, the girls – now in eighth 
grade – showed promise and im-
provement. Last year, we placed 
second in our area and qualified 
for state, ultimately placing sev-
enth at state. This year, the team 
won all three invitationals we 
entered and placed first in our 
area, taking the top four spots in-
dividually. At state, we brought 
home the state championship. In 
addition, Annie placed fourth, 
Lilly placed sixth, and Maddie 
placed seventh overall.”

The 4-H and FFA Forest-
ry Career Development Event 
(CDE) is designed to stimulate 
interest in forestry, to promote 
forestry instruction in the agri-
cultural education curriculum, 
and to provide recognition for 
those who have demonstrated 
skill and competency as a re-
sult of forestry instruction. The 
CDE consisted of individual 
practicums that included a gen-
eral knowledge exam, seed, in-
sect, and disease identification.

Photo provided
(From left) Coach Adam Sheller, Abby Sheller (sixth), 
Maddie Higgins (eighth), Annie Sheller (eighth), and Lilly 
Higgins (eighth).

Photo provided
A total of 35 volunteers put together 147 care packages for local Veterans overseas.

January care package drive for 
local Vets was a huge success

see Care . . . Page 2

NFD firefighter retires after 20 years of service
The REPORTER

The Noblesville Fire De-
partment (NFD) held a cere-
mony Tuesday to recognize 
Firefighter James “Corky” 
Lonaker for his more than 20 
years of service to the citizens 
of Noblesville.

From an early age, Lon-
aker had a passion for boxing, 
amassing an amateur record 
of 76-6. Corky was a member 
of the National Junior Olym-
pics Team and was a twp-
time Silver Gloves National 

Runner-up. After 
turning profession-
al, Lonaker became 
the WBC Continen-
tal America's Junior 
Lightweight Cham-
pion and was ranked 
as high as eighth in 
the world. He re-
tired with a profes-
sional career record 
of 28-3-1.

After hanging up the 
gloves, Lonaker worked full-
time as a Nuclear Quality In-

spector at Major 
Tool & Machine 
in Indianapolis. He 
began his career at 
NFD in November 
2004. During his 
more than 20 years 
of service, he was 
awarded the Life-
saver Award and 
multiple Unit Cita-

tions. He also coached numer-
ous NFD members in the 911 
Slugfest, a fire versus police 
boxing competition that direct-

ly supports the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of Ohio, Kentucky, 
and Indiana.

Lonaker said he plans to 
spend more time with his fam-
ily but has no plans to slow 
down, as he has already agreed 
to continue working at Major 
Tool & Machine.

“We will miss his fun-lov-
ing, easy-going demeanor,” 
Fire Chief Matt Mitchell said. 
“We wish Corky and his wife, 
Kim, the best of luck in what-
ever their future holds.”

Lonaker

Westfield Youth Assistance Program’s third annual
Christine D. Brown Memorial Scholarship application goes live
The REPORTER

The Westfield Youth As-
sistance Program’s (WYAP) 
application for the third annual 
Christine D. Brown Memorial 
Scholarship is now available at 
this link.

The Memorial Scholarship 
is in honor of WYAP Early In-
tervention Advocate Christine 
Brown, who passed away in Au-

gust 2022. Her family, the board 
of directors, and generous do-
nors have established the Chris-
tine D. Brown Memorial Schol-
arship with one annual $5,002 
scholarship. Christine worked 
with 502 youth over her 10 
years with WYAP and touched 
countless lives in the Westfield 
community and beyond.

“I’m thankful to Christine 

Brown for all the opportuni-
ties she has given me,” said 
Reis Middleton, former WYAP 
youth and winner of the 2024 
Christine D. Brown Memorial 
Scholarship. “And I’m thank-
ful for how the Youth Assis-
tance Program has changed me 
for the better.”

The annual scholarship is 
open to all current and former 

graduates 25 and under who 
attended Westfield Washington 
Schools or resided in the town-
ship. Prior involvement with 
WYAP is not a requirement for 
the scholarship, and a complete 
list of scholarship eligibility re-
quirements can be found on the 
scholarship application page.

see WYAP . . . Page 2
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The Westfield Mayor's Council on Disabilities (WMCD) in 
partnership with the City of Westfield is launching a Community 
Art Exhibition program where individuals with varying disabilities 
can submit artwork in any form to the council. Please submit 
artwork to one of the following locations:

Westfield City Services
2728 E. 171st Street

Westfield Washington Township
17400 Westfield Blvd.

You can submit artwork at any time to be displayed in the 
community throughout the year. However, if you'd like your 
artwork to be featured at the Westfield Sensory Day event at the 
Westfield Washington Public Library, be sure to submit it by 
February 24!

Visit westfieldin.gov/wmcd to learn how to get involved!

presented by
Westfield Mayor’s Council on Disabilities

My high school had an 
elevator which I had to use 
after having a surgery. I 
also had permission to have 
someone leave class with 
me early to allow extra time 
to get to class and avoid 
crowded hallways of stu-
dents unfamiliar with dodg-
ing a wheelchair. However, 
when I was not recovering 
from a surgery, using that 
elevator was the last thing 
I wanted to do. I chose to 
do things the hard way and 
very slowly make my way 
up the crowded stairways. I 
always hated that feeling of 
people effortlessly climbing 
the stairs all around me. We 
had exactly seven minutes 
to get to our lockers and get 
stuff for the next class. That 
was sometimes a challenge 
depending on the distance 
between classes, but it is 
what I chose to do.

Looking back, that 
seems silly to me. Unless 
I was forced to ask for ac-
commodations, I was going 
to avoid it, even if it meant 
my life was more difficult 
and internally stressful.

I did it in my work life, 
too. For a long time, I never 
told my boss that I had to 
crawl up my clients' stairs if 
they did not have a railing at 
their home during my hun-
dreds of home visits over 
the years in social services. 
I just kept doing it, each 
time being horribly stressed 
out and humiliated. It is im-
possible to come across as 
confident and capable when 
you are meeting your client 
or parents of a client when 
on your hands and knees, 
if they happened open the 
door up before I was able 
to get back up. Some were 
horrified, others compas-
sionate. I did this for years 
and years. Why? I did not 
want to cause a fuss.

Even now, I often find 
myself staying quiet when 
I should be speaking up for 
an accommodation that I 
need in a certain situation. 
It is hard to ask for things 
when you do not know if 
you will be met with a kind 
attitude or a hateful one. I 
have gotten better at it, but 

sometimes I still try to avoid 
the interaction. 

That certainly would not 
be my advice to a younger 
person asking me. I would 
tell them to absolutely speak 
up for their needs, boldly and 
confidently. Why? Because 
as human beings we should 
all have the same access to 
what society has to offer. It 
is absurd to think that be-
cause someone is disabled, 
they would not be given 
the same opportunities as a 
non-disabled person, but it 
is not at all uncommon. Liv-
ing with a disability can be 
difficult without the added 
stress of constantly fighting 
for simple accommodations 
like access to a restaurant, 
theatre, airplane, restroom, 
tourist attraction etc.

In my role as the Na-
tional Ambassador for the 
Muscular Dystrophy Asso-
ciation, publicly sharing my 
story helped me to grow in 
confidence tremendously. 
Each time I shared my story 
with an audience, I felt more 
empowered to voice my 
needs as a disabled woman. 

Even though I am not 
perfect at speaking up for 
my needs, especially when I 
feel like I am putting some-
one out, or changing some-
one else's experience, I am 
getting better at using my 
voice. How could I have ex-
pected my family, friends, 
or teachers to know what 
I needed when I was not 
saying a word? I could not. 
That is just part of my life's 
reality. I do have to explain 
my needs and often follow 
up with a story about why.

Silence is not always 
golden. If you have the need 
to speak up for yourself, 
then humbly courageously 
do so, even if it feels like 
there are people who would 
rather you not. 

Until next time …
Amy Shinneman is a for-

mer National Ambassador 
for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, disability blog-
ger, wife, and mom of two 
boys. You can find her blog 
at humblycourageous.com 
and reach her on Instagram 
@ashinneman. 

siLence
from Page 1

WYAP has worked for 
the last 15 years to connect 
Westfield youth with ser-
vices like mentoring, tu-
toring, mental health coun-
seling, medical services, 
enrichment activities, and 
more. The scholarship high-
lights WYAP’s emphasis on 
giving back to the youth in 
the Westfield community. 
This scholarship works to 

achieve WYAP’s long-term 
goal of giving youth every 
advantage to be successful 
and grow into adults who 
largely contribute to their 
community.

The application dead-
line for the scholarship is 
Tuesday, April 1. The re-
cipient will be notified by 
April 20 and invited to at-
tend the WYAP Youth Rec-

ognition Breakfast at IMMI 
on May 7.

Previous Recipients in-
clude Ashley Ice (2023) and 
Reis Middleton (2024).
About the Westfield Youth 

Assistance Program
The Westfield Youth As-

sistance Program (WYAP) 
is a 501(c)3 non-profit or-
ganization, located at 2728 
E. 171st St., serving youth 

aged 3 to 17 who are fac-
ing challenging life cir-
cumstances. WYAP takes a 
holistic approach to coordi-
nate the community’s vast 
array of talents, services, 
and resources to help youth 
and empower parents and 
caregivers. 2025 marks the 
organization’s 16th anniver-
sary. Visit westfieldyap.org 
for more information.

wyaP
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(LTC) Cliff Pappe TF Spar-
tan Chaplain 38th ID Com-
mand Chaplain overseas, 
orchestrated a care package 
drive for our 600 deployed 
Hoosiers. We approached all 
five Hamilton County Amer-
ican Legions and both of our 
VFW Posts to assist in this 
great event. The American 
Legion Post 470 donated 
$1,500 and their Auxiliary 
donated another $500, which 
were used to purchase the 
bulk of the items in the care 
packages. American Legion 
Post 67 in Sheridan donat-
ed items and $100 to cover 
shipping costs. Donations of 
supplies also came from the 
American Legion Post 155 in 
Carmel and Cicero Memori-
al Post 341. 

This event was such a 
huge success thanks in large 
part to Commander Pat 
Menc and Auxiliary Officer 
Tracy Huser with the Fish-
ers American Legion 470 
who hosted the event. Cliff 
Moran from American Le-
gion Post 360 helped orga-
nize the tables of supplies, 
pack boxes, and transport 
them for shipping. 

Thank you to everyone 
who made this event pos-
sible, from donating goods 
to helping pack the boxes. 
The American Legion Posts 
in Fishers and Sheridan do-
nated funds to help cover 
the cost of shipping the care 
packages. Each large box 
costs $25 to ship via USPS. 
Hamilton County Veterans 
Corp. will cover the bulk of 
the $3,682 in shipping costs. 

Because the drive was so 
successful, we will hold an-

other even larger care pack-
age drive for our troops. This 
one will be for a “Christmas 
in June.” We plan to gather 
collections Feb. 12 through 
May 10. The collected items 
will then be wrapped and 
shipped at the end of May. 
Suggested items requested 
by those deployed include 
card games (Phase 10, Uno, 
etc.), puzzles, small box-
es of Keurig cups, graph-
ic T-shirts for both men 
and women (sizes small 
to XXXL), water bottles, 
throw blankets, and deco-

rations (Christmas lights, 
signs, banners – people love 
to decorate their living quar-
ters or office space).

We are again asking all 
seven Hamilton County 
VFW and American Legion 
Posts to help collect the 
unwrapped gifts and bring 
them to the Fishers Lowell 
Beaver American Legion 
Post 470, 9091 E. 126th St., 
Fishers, by May 10 for the 
wrapping and packaging 
party that will start there at 
5 p.m.

If you wish to help or 

make donations for our 
deployed troops, you may 
contact Lynn Epperson at 
secretary@hamiltoncoun-
tyveterans.com or Tracy 
Huser of Post 470 at aux-
iliarypost470@gmail.com. 
If your Post is in Marion 
County or any of the donut 
counties and you wish to 
help in this endeavor, please 
contact Lynn and Tracy as 
they will be making a flyer 
to post at your Post or in 
your community.

Let’s make this dream 
their reality! Thank you!

Photos provided
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The REPORTER
In support of Carmel’s 

commitment to world-class 
public safety, the Carmel 
Fire Department 
is expanding 
staffing to better 
serve the growing 
west side commu-
nity. 

The City 
Council approved 
funding at Mon-
day evening’s 
meeting that will 
provide two fire-
fighters per shift, 
six total, to staff 
the Advanced 
Life Support 
(ALS) ambulance 
currently parked 
at Station 342. 
Located at 106th 
Street and Shel-
borne Road, Sta-
tion 342 serves 
the southwest side 
of Carmel as the 
first fire and EMS 
response unit. 

The additional 
staffing will: 

• Reduce am-
bulance response 
times serving pa-
tients on scene, 
ensuring timely 
transport to hos-
pitals for critical 
medical attention.    

• Enhance ini-
tial fireground op-
erations, reducing 
response times 
and minimizing 
property damage 
during residential 
and commercial 
fires and emergencies.  

“Already, we have 
one of our state’s premier 
firefighting and response 
teams,” Mayor Sue Finkam 
said. “I appreciate the coun-
cil supporting this addition-
al funding that will enhance 
our response times on the 
west side, providing a high 
and consistent level of ex-
cellence city-wide.”  

The approved funding 
follows a comprehensive 
assessment by Carmel Fire 
Department Chief Joel 
Thacker, who was appoint-
ed by Mayor Finkam in 
August 2024. At that time, 
Finkam called for a plan fo-
cused on increasing public 
safety staffing and services, 
particularly to the west side 
of the city.  

National standards for 
the delivery of Emergency 
Medical Services include 
recommended response 
times to 911 calls within a 
fire department response 
district. The standards call 
for the first arriving unit 
within five minutes not less 
than 90 percent of the time, 

with a transporting unit ar-
riving within nine minutes 
not less than 90 percent of 
the time. Carmel’s districts 

all meet or exceed 
the standard, with 
the west side area 
targeted for the 
increased staff-
ing occasionally 
falling under the 
standard. 

The city part-
nered with the 
International As-
sociation of Fire 
Fighters Local 
4444 on the as-
sessment, which 
focused on in-
creasing fire and 
EMS service de-
livery to areas 
of the city that 
are not currently 
meeting all na-
tional standards 
guidelines. 

“We thor-
oughly reviewed 
current services, 
past incident 
numbers and re-
sponse times and 
determined that 
additional equip-
ment, facilities 
and personnel are 
needed to provide 
increased fire and 
EMS services to 
the west side of 
Carmel,” Thacker 
said. 

Citing the tre-
mendous growth 
in the area served 
by station 342 
over the past 20 

years, Thacker noted an in-
crease in large private resi-
dences, apartments, town-
homes, and commercial 
property. 

“The increased staffing 
will bring the southwest side 
of Carmel up to the same 
high standard throughout 
the rest of Carmel,” Thacker 
said.  

Council President Adam 
Aasen said council mem-
bers are aligned with the 
Mayor on the enhanced 
team.

“We are committed to 
providing our community 
with the level of emergency 
response they expect and de-
serve,” Aasen said. “As the 
west side continues to grow, 
we will continue to be proac-
tive when it comes to safety.”

Councilor Rich Taylor, 
finance chair, added: “We 
look forward to having this 
additional ambulance in 
service to better support the 
southwest side of Carmel.”

The City Council’s ap-
proval introduces $800,000 
to the budget in support of 
the additional staffing.
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Beef & Boards dinner Theatre 
announces local auditions for

remainder of 2025 season
Casting roles in “Waitress,” “Heartbreak Hotel,” “Tootsie” & more
The REPORTER

Beef & Boards Dinner 
Theatre announces upcom-
ing adult auditions for pro-
ductions in the remainder of 
its 2025 Season. These are 
for ages 19 and older, and 
includes both Equity and 
non-Equity performers. 

This audition will seek 
to fill roles in Waitress, 
Heartbreak Hotel, Tootsie, 
A Beef & Boards Christmas, 
and A Christmas Carol. 

Auditions are by ap-
pointment only. They will 
take place Monday, Feb. 17 
(Equity Principal Auditions) 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., with 
dance callbacks from 6 to 
8 p.m., and Tuesday, Feb. 
18 (Equity Chorus Call), 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with 
dance callbacks at 2 p.m. 
Those with an audition ap-
pointment should report to 

the lobby of Beef & Boards 
Dinner Theatre, 9301 Mich-
igan Road, Indianapolis, to 
sign in. 

The theatre is seeking 
actors who are racially, eth-
nically, and physically di-
verse, including all gender 
identities, sexual orienta-
tions, and abilities. To se-
cure an audition or for more 
information, visit Beefand-
Boards.com.

• Waitress performanc-
es are from July 17 through 
Aug. 31, 2025. Rehearsals 
begin July 3, 2025.

• Heartbreak Hotel is on 
stage Sept. 4 through Oct. 
12, 2025. Rehearsals start 
Aug. 21, 2025.

• Tootsie runs from Oct. 
16 through Nov. 23, 2025. 
Rehearsals begin Oct. 2, 
2025.

• A Beef & Boards 

Christmas performanc-
es take place from Nov. 
28 through Dec. 31, 2025. 
Rehearsals begin Nov. 13, 
2025.

• A Christmas Carol 
takes place from Dec. 5 to 
22, 2025, with rehearsals 
starting on Nov. 28, 2025.

Those auditioning should 
prepare two contrasting 
vocal selections – one up 
tempo and one ballad – and 
music in the correct key. A 
one-minute monologue may 
be requested. Auditioners 
should also bring an updated 
picture and resume, as well 
as dance clothes and their en-

tire vocal book for a potential 
dance callback at 6 p.m.

Beef & Boards Dinner 
Theatre is an Equity Dinner 
Theatre. Everyone cast in 
shows receives negotiated 
payment. Beef & Boards 
Dinner Theatre is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

Check BeefandBoards.
com or Beef & Boards’ so-
cial media for updates. No 
phone calls, please.

Beef & Boards Din-
ner Theatre, Indiana’s only 
year-round professional 
dinner theatre, has been 
serving up exceptional en-
tertainment since 1973.

Carmel City Council 
approves enhanced fire 
department staffing & 
additional ambulance

Finkam

aasen

Taylor

Experience two Debussy 
masterpieces with CSO

The REPORTER
Join the Carmel Sym-

phony Orchestra this Sat-
urday for an enchanting 
evening of music at the Pal-
ladium at the Allied Solu-
tions Center for the Perform-
ing Arts in Carmel, featuring 
two of Claude Debussy’s 
most beloved works.

The concert will begin at 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8.

Let the timeless beauty 
of “Clair de Lune” transport 
you with its delicate, moon-
lit charm, and experience 
the grandeur of “La Mer,” 

Debussy’s sweeping orches-
tral tribute to the sea.

This extraordinary pro-
gram is part of a celebration 
of the Lunar New Year and 
Lantern Festival, blending 
classical treasures with cul-
tural traditions. The evening 
also features pianist Dan-
iel Epstein performing the 
“Yellow River Concerto,” 
a piece he first performed 
in 1973 with Eugene Or-
mandy and the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, just before their 
historic tour of China.

Click here for tickets.

The REPORTER
In recognition of 

outstanding academ-
ic achievement, Trinity 
Christian College in Palos 
Heights, Ill., released the 
college's Dean's List for 
Fall 2024.

 Among the students on 
the list is Kara VanDyke of 

Fishers.
The Dean’s List is Trin-

ity Christian College’s 
highest academic honor. It 
is recognized for tradition-
al undergraduate students 
who achieve a semester 
grade-point average of 
3.5 or better in 12 or more 
credits with grade points.

Kara VanDyke of Fishers makes
Trinity Christian College dean’s list

OneZone Chamber welcomes Kristi 
Lowell to 2025 Board of directors

The REPORTER
OneZone Chamber an-

nounces the appointment 
of Kristi Lowell to its 2025 
Board of Directors.

“OneZone is an im-
portant partner and re-
source for area business-
es, and I am excited to 
represent FORUM Credit 
Union and the interests 
of all businesses through 
serving as a member on 
the Board of Directors,” 
said Kristi Lowell, Chief 
Marketing and Commu-
nity Officer for FORUM 
Credit Union. “I have 
lived, worked, and raised 

my family in 
Fishers, expe-
riencing all the 
communities in 
this area have to 
offer and I look 
forward to sup-
porting the con-
tinued growth 
and prosperity 
of our local busi-
nesses and community 
members.”

Jack Russell, Presi-
dent & CEO of OneZone 
Chamber, added, “Kristi’s 
deep roots in the com-
munity and commitment 
to business growth make 

her a valuable 
addition to our 
Board. Her ex-
pertise and lead-

ership will help advance 
our mission to support 
businesses, drive econom-
ic development, and foster 
a thriving business envi-
ronment.”

The OneZone Cham-
ber Board of Directors is 

comprised of influential 
business and communi-
ty leaders who provide 
strategic guidance and 
champion initiatives that 
support workforce devel-
opment, innovation, and 
regional prosperity.

For additional details 
about OneZone Chamber 
and its Board of Directors, 
visit onezonechamber.com.

Lowell

http://basilewestfieldplayhouse.org
https://beefandboards.com/Online/default.asp
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https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2425/resident-company/cso-moonlight-lanterns
https://www.onezonechamber.com/


4 News & Opinion

JAN 31 - FEB. 16

www.ReadTheReporter.com

Daily Local News

H
amilton County’s Hometown New

spa
pe

r

R

Fishers Mayor scott Fadness
delivers state of the City address
Announces major new corporate & lifestyle investments
The REPORTER

Fishers Mayor Scott 
Fadness delivered his annu-
al State of the City address 
Wednesday, announcing 
major new corporate and 
lifestyle investments and 
marking a decade of service 
as the city’s first mayor.

Fadness highlighted 
Fishers’ rapid growth over 
the past decade and the 
community’s transforma-
tion from a small suburb to 
a major regional destina-
tion and fourth-largest city 
in the state. In addition to 
the accelerated population 
growth, the mayor cited the 
city’s expanding infrastruc-
ture and lifestyle ameni-
ties over the past 10 years, 
referencing the 61 percent 
increase in park acreage, 
$135 million investment in 
parks and trails, roadway 
improvements such as the 
106th Street interchange 
and State Road 37 project, 
and new community ame-
nities like the Fishers Event 
Center, Nickel Plate Trail, 
and upcoming Fishers 
Community Center.

Fadness also announced 
a lineup of major new in-
vestments that will bring 
new jobs and lifestyle ame-
nities to the community. 
These investments include:

• expanded restaurant 

& retail at Fish-
ers district from 
BW develop-
ment: A $30 mil-
lion investment 
from BW Devel-
opment will bring 
new restaurant 
and retail space to 
The Crossing at 
Fishers District, 
home of the new Fishers 
Event Center. The 35,000 
square-foot leasable space 
will provide new dining 
and retail options to this 
burgeoning entertainment 
district.

• a mixed-use develop-
ment joins new restaurant 
& retail at The Crossing: 
In the coming weeks, a 
partnership with another 
development company will 
be presented to Fishers City 
Council to bring a new, 
mixed-use development 
to The Crossing. This pro-
posed development will in-
clude multifamily housing, 
retail space, and a potential 
hotel pad.

• agriPark 2.0 in west 
Fishers: The city is de-
veloping an AgriPark 2.0 
in west Fishers to expand 
the offerings of one of the 
city’s most unique and 
popular parks. This sec-
ond AgriPark will bring 
the urban farm experience 

to west Fishers, 
offering u-pick 
produce, special 
p rogramming , 
and more.

• New Tar-
get store in 
east Fishers: A 
148,000 square-
foot Target store 
is coming to 

136th Street in east Fish-
ers, adding new jobs and 
a convenient shopping ex-
perience for eastside res-
idents. The store will be 
located south of Southeast-
ern Parkway at Exit 210 
and will feature a dedicat-
ed drive-up order location, 
extensive native landscap-
ing, and an improved pe-
destrian experience. 

• New investments 
from life science compa-
nies: NCOG BioPharma 
Services has committed ap-
proximately $280 million 
to build out its Fishers site 
along Fishers’ Life Scienc-
es & Innovation Corridor. 
The company plans to add 
nearly 100 new employees 
by the end of the year and 
another 100 in 2026, along 
with adding a third filling 
line and 114,000 square-
foot building to their site. 
Stevanato Group, located 
at the Fishers Life Science 
& Innovation Park, is also 

expanding with new jobs 
and capabilities with its 
manufacturing operations. 
This includes manufactur-
ing drug delivery devices 
and the addition of research 
and development activities 
at its Fishers location. By 
2032, the company plans 
to have 700 employees 
with an average salary of 
$70,000. Combined, IN-
COG and Stevanato bring 
a total investment of more 
than $1.2 billion and 1,665 
new jobs to Fishers. 

• Plug and Play part-
ners with Launch Fish-
ers: Plug and Play, a plat-
form that connects startups 
to corporations, venture 
capital firms, universities 
and government agencies, 
has partnered with Launch 
Fishers to bring business 
connections and resources 
straight to Launch com-
panies. Plug and Play is 
headquartered in Silicon 
Valley and has a presence 
in more than 50 locations 
across five continents. The 
partnership will bring di-
rect access to clients, cor-
porate reverse pitch events, 
workshops and mentor ses-
sions, monthly and weekly 
networking roundtable dis-
cussions, workshops, and 
panels for Launch Fishers 
startups.

Fadness

By GARRETT BERGQUIST
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Two Indiana mayors 
from opposing parties told 
lawmakers a more targeted 
approach to prop-
erty tax reform 
could head off 
significant cuts, 
especially to pub-
lic safety. 

Six days after 
Gov. Mike Braun 
pushed for prop-
erty tax reform in 
his state of the 
state address, 
lawmakers held their first 
hearing on his plan on Tues-
day.

In its current form, the 
measure would allow home-
owners to either file for a 60 
percent homestead deduc-
tion or have their tax bill 
reset to 2021 levels. It also 
would require property tax 
referendum votes to occur 
during general elections in 
even-numbered years, when 
voter turnout is higher for 
presidential and midterm 
elections.

Property tax rates sky-
rocketed following the pan-
demic. Braun’s team shared 
data with the Senate Tax and 
Fiscal Policy Committee 
which showed that property 
taxes spiked by 5.6 percent 
for taxes paid in 2021, then 
another 49 percent for 2022 
and 10.2 percent in 2023. 
Taxes paid for the years 
2024 and 2025 will net 
homeowners back-to-back 
increases of 7.1 percent 
each year.

Those numbers carry 
real-world consequences. 
While lawmakers took tes-
timony on the plan upstairs, 
Braun hosted two home-
owners for a fireside chat 
in his office. Indianapolis 
resident Jennie Reith said 
her property taxes went up 
by $1,200 over the past four 
years, while Franklin res-
ident Mark Gross said he 
pays at least $1,000 a year 
more now than in 2021.

“Literally one day a 
month, my paycheck goes 
straight to paying taxes,” 
Gross said.

Braun’s plan carries a 
stiff price tag. The state’s 
budget writers estimate lo-
cal governments could lose 
a combined total of more 
than $1 billion next year 
and in each year following. 
State budget writers re-
leased estimates for every 
single township, city and 
county in the state, along 
with school corporations 
and special taxing districts. 
IMPD could lose $4.2 mil-
lion next year if the bill 
passes in its current form. 
Greenfield-Central Schools 
would lose $2.9 million. 
The Monroe County Public 
Library would lose about 
$900,000. All of those fig-
ures go up in the years that 
follow.

Carmel Mayor Sue 
Finkam, a Republican, and 
Terre Haute Mayor Bran-
don Sakbun, a Democrat, 
told lawmakers their cities 
would have to cut essential 

services if the plan passes 
in its current form. Sakbun 
said his city would have to 
reduce its total workforce 
by 10 to 15 percent. He 
said 82 percent of his city’s 

property tax reve-
nue goes to public 
safety.

“In the city of 
Terre Haute, we 
are already re-
ducing our total 
amount of per-
sonnel,” he said. 
“What’s abun-
dantly important 
here is, when 

you have the conversation 
around taxation, it’s import-
ant to also say, well, folks, 
you get what you pay for.”

Finkam said Carmel al-
ready has one of the lowest 
tax rates in the state. She 
said her city would lose 
$26 million next year, more 
than one-fourth of Carmel’s 
general fund revenue. As an 
example of the city’s uses 
for property tax revenue, 
she said Carmel already has 
two fewer fire stations than 
it needs to provide adequate 
fire protection and the city 
council just voted Monday 
night to add another ambu-
lance on the city’s west side.

“It’s how do we do that 
and still maintain the ser-
vices that people deserve 
and expect and frankly have 
been invested in for years,” 
she said.

During his testimony, 
Sakbun noted 40 percent of 
the people who live in Terre 
Haute are renters rather than 
homeowners and said the 
property tax conversation 
should include them as well. 
Braun said while he’s open 
to that, homeowners have 
borne the brunt of the in-
crease in property taxes over 
the past four years and so are 
in the greatest need of relief.

Braun said he’s open 
to conversations with local 
government leaders like 
Finkam and Sakbun on how 
to implement his plan in a 
way that minimizes impact 
to services. He said local 
governments are nearly al-
ways run more efficiently 
than state government, but 
that doesn’t mean there’s no 
room for cities and counties 
to find additional savings.

“This is an issue about 
listening to the taxpayers – 
some of them now feel that 
they may not be able to keep 
their home – and listening 
to the folks that we all want 
to be healthy and survive,” 
Braun said, adding he wants 
to make sure local govern-
ments weren’t simply tak-
ing advantage of a tax rev-
enue windfall.

There was no commit-
tee vote Tuesday. Bill au-
thor Sen. Travis Holdman, 
R-Markle, said he plans to 
file an amendment based 
on feedback from Tues-
day’s hearing, with a possi-
ble committee vote coming 
next week.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV 
at wishtv.com/news/poli-
tics/mayors-warn-proper-
ty-tax-reform.

Mayors warn of
major cuts as property 

tax hearings begin

Finkam

By ADAM CROWE
A Seat on the Aisle

My theatrical 2025 has 
started with another produc-
tion of American Lives The-
atre (ALT). I'm a fan of their 
choices, and wasn't disap-
pointed by their current pro-
duction of Red Speedo by 
Lucas Hnath. Hnath gained 
attention and awards for his 
plays A Doll's House Part 2 
and The Christians.

Red Speedo begins with 
a flurry of exposition by the 
excellent Alex Oberheid as 
the lawyer/brother of the 
man in said red speedo, Ray. 
Ray's hopes of making the 
Olympic swimming team 
teeter back and forth as the 
play progresses.

Cody Miley plays Ray, a 
simple man who knows how 
limited his life choices are and 
does what he thinks he has 
to in order to achieve them. 
Drew Vidal plays Ray's swim 
coach, and the cast is com-

pleted by Paige Elisse as Lyd-
ia, Ray's former girlfriend. 
The cast is uniformly good. 
Over 85 (intermission-free) 
minutes, these characters 
each take a turn asking about 
the costs of “success” in 
America and how outside 
forces may sometimes make 
decisions for us.

A friend recently re-
viewed a local musical and 
wrote about the concept of 
the “I Want” song. As a part 
of the structure of a musi-
cal, one or more characters 
will sing about their wants 
and dreams to move the sto-
ry and tell us more about a 
character. Red Speedo fea-
tures a cacophony of such 
sentiments, though not in 
song. None of the charac-
ters seem too concerned that 
their particular “want” will 
seriously affect the others.

Directed by ALT Artis-
tic Director Chris Saunders, 
with the lighting design by 
Laura Glover and a won-

derful locker room set (with 
pool) by Matt Mott, Red 
Speedo is the latest in a line 
of thoughtful, surprising 
plays from ALT. If I have 
any quibbles, I lay them at 
the feet of the playwright. 
He bites off a lot and at 
times, I'm not sure he keeps 
it all digestible.

American Lives The-

atre's production of Red 
Speedo runs at Phoenix 
Theater Cultural Center 
through Feb. 16. Tickets are 
available through the Phoe-
nix website at phoenixthe-
atre.org or by calling (317) 
635-7529.

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.

Photo provided by ALT
Alex Oberheid as Peter (left) and Cody Miley as Ray.

Costs of “success” in america are 
addressed on stage in Red Speedo

Shelby Materials named 2024 IRMCA Producer of the Year
The REPORTER

On Tuesday, the Indi-
ana Ready Mixed Concrete 
Association (IRMCA) an-
nounced Shelby Materials 
as the recipient of the 2024 
IRMCA Producer of the 
Year Award, recognizing 
the company's exceptional 
involvement and contri-
butions to the association 
and the concrete industry 
throughout the past year.

Shelby Materials, a 
leading ready-mixed con-
crete producer in central 
Indiana, has demonstrated 
unparalleled dedication to 

the IRMCA’s mission by 
actively participating in 
events, advocating for in-
dustry advancements, and 
collaborating with peers to 
foster a stronger, more sus-
tainable concrete industry in 
the state.

“We’re incredibly hon-
ored to receive the IRM-
CA Producer of the Year 
Award,” said Shelby Mate-
rials President Matt Haehl. 
“Our involvement with the 
IRMCA has been a key pri-
ority for us, and we’re proud 
to support the association’s 
efforts to promote safety, sustainability, and inno-

vation across the industry. 
This award is a testament to 
the hard work of our team 
and our shared vision with 
the IRMCA.”

Producers like Shelby 
Materials play a crucial role 
in the growth and success 
of the IRMCA by getting 
involved in various com-
mittees, attending indus-
try events, and supporting 
initiatives that advance the 
association’s goals. Their 
contributions help shape the 
future of the industry and 
ensure the IRMCA’s contin-
ued leadership in promoting 
safety, innovation, and sus-
tainability within Indiana’s 
ready-mixed concrete sector.

“Shelby Materials has 
long been a key player in 
advancing the standards 
of the ready-mixed con-

crete industry in Indiana,” 
IRMCA Executive Director 
Chad Montgomery said. 
“Matt and his entire team 
have shown a dedication to 
innovation and environmen-
tal responsibility, and are 
continuous key contributors 
when the IRMCA needs 
assistance to further the in-
dustry for producers across 
Indiana. They are more than 
deserving of this recogni-
tion as the 2024 Producer of 
the Year.”

With headquarters in 
Shelbyville, Ind., Shelby 
Materials is in its seventh 
decade, having grown to 
12 locations with more 
than 225 employees. Shel-
by Materials has a location 
in Westfield at 18050 Mule 
Bard Road. For more infor-
mation on Shelby Materials, 
visit shelbymaterials.com.

Photo provided
(From left) Shelby Materials Director of Sales 
Dustin Hartman, President Matt Haehl, Executive 
Vice President Parker Haehl, and Quality Control 
Director Eric Wagoner.ReadTheReporter.com
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Hamilton County Veterans Community Page
Hamilton County Veteran 

Service Organizations 
American Legion Posts 
Carmel Post 155  Kim Kilburn 
852 West Main St  Breakfast Sat & Sun 8-12 
Carmel, In 46032     Treasure Hunt Fri 7p 
317-846-0001      Tx Holdem Thurs & Sat 

Cicero Post 341  Tye Anderson 
50 Washington Ave  Treasure Hunt Tues 7p 
Cicero, In 46034  Weekly Draw Su 6p,W 7p 
317-984-4441 Bingo Fri 6p, Weekly Draw 8p 

Fishers Post 470  Pat Menc 
9091 E 126th St Treasure Hunt Fri 8pm $25K 
Fishers, in 46038 Trivia Wed 6pm 
317-842-5944   Breakfast 1st & 3rd Sun 8-11 

Noblesville Post 45  Gil Soria 
273 S 8th St     Fri 645pm Treasure Hunt 
Noblesville, in 46060    
317-773-9985  Trivia every 1 & 3 Sat 7pm 

Sheridan Post 67  Tom DeShon 
406 E 10th St       
Sheridan, In 46069 
317-758-5007 
VFW Posts 
Carmel Post 10003  Darin Bibeau 
12863 Old Meridian St 
Carmel, In 46032   Breakfast 2 & 4 Sat 8-11 
317-846-0917    Thurs Treasure Hunt 7pm 

Noblesville Post 6246  Eric Behrends 
654 S 9th St 
Noblesville, In 46060 
317-773-9956 
Non-Profit Veteran Orgs 
Hamilton County Veterans Corp 
P.O. Box 503 
Noblesville, in 46061 
secretary@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 7pm the 1st Monday Monthly at the 
Fishers American Legion. Our website 
https://www.hamiltoncountyveterans.com/  
has 40 pages of resources for our Military 
Veteran community 

Navy Club Ship 29 
Noblesville, In 
president@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 2nd Thurs 630pm at Gingers 1804 
Conner St Noblesville  
Hamilton County Veteran Service 
Officers 
317-776-9610  Hours – 9am-4pm Weekdays 
CVSO – Tom Logan  
Tom.logan@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  
Assistant CVSO – Robin Wilson 
robin.wilson@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Assistant CVSO – Caroline Franz 
caroline.franz@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Admin Assistant – Christina Ellis 
christina.ellis@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

Welcome to the annual Community 
Integration Survey!
This survey aims to understand how 
communities can best support veterans, 
service members, families, and caregivers of 
veterans or military personal to enhance their 
quality of life and prevent veteran suicide. We 
seek your valuable input to improve local 
services and appreciate your participation in 
this important effort.
Who Can Take the Survey?: Veterans and 
service members.  However, family members, 
caregivers, and community advocates may 
participate.
Click here to take the survey - 
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8145625/IW
P2025 
America's Warrior Partnership is 
administering this survey in partnership with 
community-based organizations and we need 
your input.

Hamilton County Military Veteran 
Join the Indy Vet Center for “The Weekly 

Grind” Every Thursday 10am-noon 

 
We are starting a new coffee time open to ALL 

veterans weekly here at the Vet Center.
This is not counselor led or directed in anyway, it is 

just an open invitation to have some coffee with 
your community.

Started February 6th and happening every Thursday 
afterwards from 10am till 12pm (noon)

Located at the Vet Center
6330 West 71st St

Indianapolis, IN 46278
317-423-1680

Christina Owens
Veteran Outreach Program Specialist

Indianapolis Vet Center
317-749-9357- Cell

317-423-1685- direct
317-423-1680- main

6330 W 71st St
Indianapolis, IN 46278

====================================== 
FREE PGA HOPE Golf for Veterans at Barla Golf 

Academy in Noblesville - Sign Up NOW! 

 

 
Fishers American Legion Breakfast Buffet… 

 

Activities & Events 
NARCAN Training Feb 12, 6-730pm 

Juvenile Svcs Ctr 18106 Cumberland Rd 

 
====================================== 
American Legion & VFW Bar & Restaurant Hours 
Carmel Legion  
    M,Tu 3-10pm, W,Th 10a-10p, F 10a-11a, Sa 8a-11p,      
    Su 8a-8p. Restaurant –Sa 8a-8p, Su 8a-12p 
    Lunch W-F 11a-2p, Dinner W-F 5-8p 
Carmel VFW  
    Su-Sa 11a-11p. Restaurant - Breakfast 2nd & 4th Sa   
    8a-11a, Lunch 11a-2p & food service till 8p daily 
Cicero Legion  
    M-Th 3-10p, F-Sa 12-11p, Su 12-10p.  
    Restaurant Tu, W, F 4-8pm, Public P/U Tu-W, F  
    eat in or carry out 
Fishers Legion  
    M 3-10p, Tu-Su12-10pm or when empty.        
    Restaurant Breakfast 1st&3rd Sun 9-12, Food 12-8 Tu,  
    5-9 W, 12-9 Th,F 3-8 Sa, 12-5 Su     
Noblesville Legion  
    M-Th 11a-10p, F11a-12p, Sa 12p-12a, Su 12p-8p 
    Restaurant M 6-8pm wings, Tu-F 530-830p,  
    Sat 9/14, 9/21, 9/28, 10/12 Breakfast 730-930a 
    Dinner 530-830p, Su 12-8p 
Noblesville VFW  
    M-Th 11a-10p, F 11a-12a, Sa 12p-12a, Su 12p-8p 
    Restaurant M-F 6-9p 
Sheridan Legion  
    M 3-9p, Tu-Th 11-9p, F Sa 11-10p, Su 1-6p
    Restaurant Lunch Tu-F 11a-2p, food service till close 

 
Purple Star School Program– Invite Your School to Join 

 

Tuesdays at Pasto

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

1/2 price appetizers  
AND $2 off specialty cocktails

Dine-In Only On Any Tuesday

Catering: PastoItalianoWestfield@gmail.com
3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Carmel provides update on
College avenue roundabout
The REPORTER

Beginning on or after 
March 17, Carmel will be-
gin constructing a round-
about at the intersection of 
East 96th Street and North 
College Avenue. This proj-
ect will require a full clo-
sure of the intersection for 
approximately 60 days.

In addition to the 
roundabout, improve-
ments will take place 
along North College Ave-
nue from East 96th Street 
to East 104th Street during 
the next 12 months. These 
upgrades will include util-
ity coordination, enhanced 
pedestrian connectivity 
(such as multi-use paths), 
and the installation of ad-
ditional roundabouts at 
Pennsylvania Parkway 
and Parkwood Crossing. 
Landscaping will also be 
added along North Col-
lege Avenue.

The full closure of East 
96th Street and North Col-
lege Avenue, as well as 

College Avenue between 
the intersection and Inter-
state 465, will remain in 
effect until June 1.

After this date:
• Southbound traffic 

on College Avenue will be 
permitted between 104th 
Street and 96th Street.

• Northbound traffic 
will have access to I-465 

with no access beyond it 
as the northbound lane of 
College Avenue is recon-
structed.

Community meeting
The public is invited to 

attend a community meet-
ing at 5 p.m. Monday, Feb. 
10 in the Council Chambers 
at City Hall. City repre-
sentatives will provide an 

overview of the North Col-
lege Avenue reconstruction 
project and be available for 
questions. 

The event is free but 
seating is limited; please 
register for the meeting 
at this eventbrite link. 
The meeting will be live-
streamed on the City of 
Carmel Facebook page. 

Photo provided by City of Carmel

Eleven Hamilton County 
college students named 

to prestigious early career 
development program

The REPORTER
Eleven recent and up-

coming college graduates 
from Hamilton County have 
been named to Orr Fellow-
ship’s newest cohort for 
2025. They are among 74 
talented college seniors who 
have been matched with 
leading Indiana-based part-
ner companies to embark on 
a two-year Fellowship upon 
graduation.

Orr Fellowship is an 
early career development 
program for versatile 
high-achievers and fu-
ture-focused businesses in 
Indiana. The program re-
cruits, assesses and matches 
university graduates with 
high-agency roles in grow-
ing Indiana businesses.

The new Orr Fellows 
from Hamilton County as 
well as their respective uni-
versities and partner compa-
nies are:

Noblesville
• Rayan Duffy, Indiana 

University Bloomington, 
The Heritage Group

Carmel
• Grant Gottlieb, Purdue 

University, Ryan Firepro-
tection

• Vanessa Castro, Indi-
ana University Blooming-
ton, The Heritage Group

• Tally Seitz, Purdue 
University, Spry

Westfield
• Cate Jensen, Indiana 

University Bloomington, 
Indiana University

• Morgan Hagerty, Ball 
State University, Terraboost 
Media

• Benjamin Wallace, 
Wabash College, Steele

Fishers
• Isabel Chalfant, Pur-

due University, TPMA
• Jack Kenny, Indiana 

University Bloomington, 

dormakaba
• Olivia Lux, Indiana 

University Bloomington, 
Stitch

• Kayla Malmquist, Tay-
lor University, The Heritage 
Group

This year’s Fellows, for-
mally selected after Finalist 
Day interviews in India-
napolis and Evansville, will 
gain unparalleled career de-
velopment, an expedited 
pathway into the Kelley 
evening MBa program, 
formal leadership training 
and community building 
within Indiana’s thriving 
business ecosystem. The 
program’s growth ensures 
a pipeline of qualified talent 
that directly impacts Indi-
ana’s economic and entre-
preneurial landscape. 

“We are thrilled to wel-
come this new group of tal-
ented individuals to Orr Fel-
lowship,” Orr Fellowship 
President Steven Emch said. 
“These Fellows demonstrate 
the leadership potential and 
innovative thinking that will 
drive Indiana’s business 
community forward. With 
the addition of the Evans-
ville Region chapter, we are 
expanding our reach across 
the state and cultivating a 
network of leaders commit-
ted to Indiana’s growth and 
success.”

Fellows are selected for 
their strong leadership po-
tential, academic achieve-
ments and commitment to 
community impact. Over 
two years, they gain hands-
on experience with compa-
nies in diverse fields, from 
marketing to engineering, 
while participating in pro-
fessional development 
opportunities, nonprof-
it consulting projects and 
leadership training.

INDOT to hold public hearing for SR 13 roundabouts
The REPORTER

The Indiana Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(INDOT) will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday, 
Feb. 19 to inform residents 
and solicit feedback about 
two proposed roundabouts 
on State Road 13 near the 
Hamilton, Madison, and 
Tipton county lines:

• SR 13 at Strawtown 
Avenue/West 8th Street 
near Perkinsville (DES. 
2003082)

• SR 13 at SR 128/East 
296th Street near Elwood 
(DES. 2003081)

The hearing will take 
place at the Lapel High 
School Auditorium, 1800 
S. County Road 900 West, 

Lapel. Doors will 
open at 5 p.m., 
with a project 
presentation 
to begin at 
5:30 p.m., 
followed by 
an in-per-
son comment 
session.

The purpose 
of the projects is to 
reduce the incidence and 
severity of crashes and im-
prove overall safety at both 
intersections.

Project documents are 
currently available online at 
bit.ly/sr13roundabouts. 
Meeting materials will be 
available on the same web-
page following the hearing. 

Printed copies of 
project doc-

uments are 
available at 
the follow-
ing loca-
tions:

• Lapel 
Branch Pub-

lic Library, 610 
Main St., Lapel

• Elwood Public 
Library, 1600 Main St., El-
wood

• INDOT Greenfield 
District Office, 32 S. 
Broadway St., Greenfield

Comments may be 
submitted in-person at the 
hearing or in writing. To 
submit via mail, send to 
Kaskaskia Engineering 

Group, LLC, Attn: Virgin-
ia Flynn, 208 E. Main St., 
Suite 100, Belleville, IL 
62220.

Comments may also 
be submitted by email to 
vflynn@kaskaskiaeng.
com, or to INDOT's cus-
tomer service center at IN-
dOT4U.com or by calling 
1-855-INDOT4U (1-855-
463-6848).

INDOT respectfully 
requests comments be sub-
mitted and/or postmarked 
by Wednesday, March 5, 
2024.

In case of inclement 
weather, the hearing will be 
rescheduled to Wednesday, 
Feb. 26, at the same time 
and location.

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/n-college-ave-reconstruction-community-meeting-tickets-1226942711679
https://www.facebook.com/CityofCarmel
https://www.facebook.com/CityofCarmel
https://orrfellowship.org/orr-fellowship-kelley-school-of-business-indianapolis-partner-to-expedite-orr-fellow-pathway-to-kelley-evening-mba-program/
https://orrfellowship.org/orr-fellowship-kelley-school-of-business-indianapolis-partner-to-expedite-orr-fellow-pathway-to-kelley-evening-mba-program/
https://orrfellowship.org/orr-fellowship-kelley-school-of-business-indianapolis-partner-to-expedite-orr-fellow-pathway-to-kelley-evening-mba-program/
https://bit.ly/SR13Roundabouts
mailto:vflynn%40kaskaskiaeng.com?subject=
mailto:vflynn%40kaskaskiaeng.com?subject=
http://indot4u.com/
http://indot4u.com/
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PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

Catering: PastoItalianoWestfield@gmail.com

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Music every Wednesday & Friday
1/2 Price Bottles of Wine 

On Wednesdays
Reservations Recommended 

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

epcon closes on land for
The Courtyards of Hazel dell
Noblesville community to accept home site reservations this spring
Submitted

Epcon Communities re-
cently closed on the land for 
its latest Indianapolis-area 
community, The Courtyards 
of Hazel Dell. Epcon will 
start accepting home site 
reservations this spring.

The Courtyards of Hazel 
Dell will offer four home 
designs ranging from 1,550 
to 4,000 square feet. Ame-
nities will include a club-
house, pool, and pickleball 
court. The community will 
also have direct access to 
Midland Trace Trail.

“This is a desirable piece 
of property and were thrilled 
to start developing it into a 
community our buyers have 
asked us for and come to 
expect with Epcon,” said 
Robyn Crawford, regional 
president for Epcon Com-
munities in Indianapolis. 
“This includes resort-style 
amenities, low-maintenance 
living, private courtyards 
and a lock-and-leave life-
style.”

Epcon also has four oth-
er active communities in the 

Indianapolis area.
Since 1986, Epcon has 

built homes with smart, in-
novative designs and the 
most desirable of modern 
amenities. Epcon builds 
luxury ranch homes with 
private courtyards that are 
popular with buyers aged 55 

and over. Epcon communi-
ties offer low maintenance 
living with many communi-
ties offering amenities like 
clubhouses, pools, pickle-
ball courts, walking trails, 
fitness centers, and more 
based on the size and the lo-
cation of the community. 

More than 35,000 fam-
ilies and individuals call an 
Epcon community “home,” 
making Epcon one of the 
top lifestyle-rich home de-
velopers in the country year 
after year.

For more information, 
visit epconindianapolis.com. 

Rendering provided by Epcon Communities

south Korean luxury hotel
development planned for Westfield
By PARKER CARLSON
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

One of the largest hotel 
developers in South Korea 
wants to build a luxury hotel 
and restaurant in Westfield, 
and the city is planning on 
making it happen.

Lotte, a South Korean 
chaebol, or a large con-
glomerate owned by a sin-
gle individual or family, 
runs businesses all across 
the world. The company 
is looking to invest $50 
million into Westfield with 
a new hotel called L7 by 
Lotte.

The proposed develop-
ment will construct the hotel 
off U.S. 31 and 161st Street, 
and will have access to the 
Monon Trail.

The five-story hotel cur-
rently plans for 228 rooms 
and a separate, 10,000 
square-foot restaurant in the 
same development area.

The Westfield city gov-
ernment originally made 
plans for that site in 2007 to 
develop it into a retail space 
similar to Village Park Pla-

za; however, plans shifted to 
a luxury hotel development 
in 2021.

At the advisory Plan 
Commission meeting Feb. 
3, representatives of the 
plan said construction could 
begin as early as this fall. 
They expect construction to 
last 12 to 18 months.

While the plans for the 
hotel have not yet been ap-

proved, plan commissioners 
said having a South Kore-
an developer interested in 
Westfield “speaks volumes 
to what we all have going 
on here.”

In March, Westfield 
Mayor Scott Willis and oth-
er city officials will travel 
to South Korea to build 
relationships for potential 
future partnerships. Kayla 

Arnold, director of commu-
nications for the city, said 
they are trying to establish 
a sister-city program to pro-
mote “cultural exchange, 
education, economic 
growth, and tourism.”

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/news/business/
south-korean-westfield-ho-
tel-plans.

Rendering provided by City of Westfield
The City of Westfield is hearing proposed development plans for a luxury hotel 
called The L7 by Lotte, a South Korean company wanting to invest in the city.

Meeting Notices
The Carmel Clay Schools 

Board of Trustees will meet for a 
workshop session at 6 p.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 10, 2025, at the Carmel 
Clay Schools Educational Services 
Center, 5201 E. Main St., Carmel.

The Hamilton County Com-
missioners will meet at 2:15 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 10, 2025, in 
the Commissioners’ Courtroom 
at the Hamilton County Gov-
ernment and Judicial Center, 1 
Hamilton County Square, No-
blesville.The Hamilton County Board of 

Zoning Appeals will meet at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2025, in the 
Commissioners’ Courtroom on the 
first floor of the Hamilton County 
Government and Judicial Center, 1 
Hamilton County Square, Noblesville.

TriCo Regional Sewer Utility 
will hold its monthly Board of 
Trustees meeting at 5 p.m. Mon-
day Feb. 10, 2025, at 7236 May-
flower Park Drive, Zionsville.

Spots available for
Valentine’s Day blood 

drive in Sheridan
The REPORTER

The Sheridan Public 
Library and Versiti will 
hold a Valentine’s Day 
Blood Drive from 1:45 
to 6 p.m. The blood drive 
will be in the Community 
Room of the library, locat-

ed at 103 W. 1st St., Sher-
idan.

Appointments are pre-
ferred; click here to sched-
ule your donation time.

Be sure to eat a healthy 
meal and drink plenty of 
water before donating.

The REPORTER
American Structure-

point welcomes Gene Mc-
Donald, AIA, to the firm’s 
Architecture + Interiors 
Group as Principal of Na-
tional Growth. He will be 
responsible for the group’s 
strategic growth by foster-
ing national partnerships 
and collaborating with top 
industry leaders.

McDonald brings over 
25 years of experience to 
American Structurepoint. 
He is a nationally recog-
nized industry leader, ded-
icated to delivering sus-
tainability, innovation, and 
design excellence in the 
multifamily, higher educa-
tion, and healthcare sectors.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come Gene to our team,” 
American Structurepoint 
President Cash Canfield 
said. “We’ve had great suc-
cess expanding our architec-
tural presence in Indiana. As 

our company con-
tinues to grow, we 
have the opportu-
nity to expand our 
services national-
ly. Gene will po-
sition American 
Structurepoint as 
a leader in both 
new and existing 
markets by using 
his experience with larger 
projects and identifying key 
areas where our strengths 
can fuel growth.”

McDonald is active in 
industry organizations, in-
cluding the American In-
stitute of Architects, the 
Urban Land Institute, the 
Society for College and 
University Planning, and 
the Association of College 

and University 
Housing Officers. 
He holds a Mas-
ter of Architec-
ture degree from 
the University of 
Pennsylvania and 
a Bachelor of Ar-
chitecture degree 
from the Univer-
sity of Kentucky. 

“I am passionate about 
helping American Struc-
turepoint grow into a na-
tionally recognized archi-
tectural leader,” McDonald 
said. “I am excited to join 
the Architecture + Interiors 
team and build on their fan-
tastic success in improving 
the quality of life for the 
people and communities we 
serve.”

Mcdonald

Gene McDonald joins
American Structurepoint’s

Architecture + Interiors Group

Thanks for
reading

The REPORTER

Send Meeting
Notices to:  

News@ReadTheReporter.com

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.greenavenue.info/
mailto:pbpnoblesville%40gmail.com?subject=Euchre
http://wstevenscpa.com/
http://www.epconindianapolis.com/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/business/south-korean-westfield-hotel-plans
http://lotte.co.kr/global/en/main.do
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/westfield-mayor-grand-park-expansion/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/westfield-mayor-grand-park-expansion/
https://westfieldin.gov/160/Advisory-Plan-Commission
https://westfieldin.gov/160/Advisory-Plan-Commission
https://www.wishtv.com/news/business/south-korean-westfield-hotel-plans
https://www.wishtv.com/news/business/south-korean-westfield-hotel-plans
https://www.wishtv.com/news/business/south-korean-westfield-hotel-plans
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11605219
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=Meeting%20Notice


8 Obituaries

Today’s BiBle Reading
The new sTone TabLeTs

“The first offspring of every womb belongs 
to me, including all the firstborn males of your 
livestock, whether from herd or flock. Redeem 
the firstborn donkey with a lamb, but if you do 
not redeem it, break its neck. Redeem all your 
firstborn sons.

“No one is to appear before me empty-handed.
“Six days you shall labor, but on the seventh 

day you shall rest; even during the plowing 
season and harvest you must rest.

“Celebrate the Festival of Weeks with the 
firstfruits of the wheat harvest, and the Festival 
of Ingathering at the turn of the year. Three times 
a year all your men are to appear before the 
Sovereign Lord, the God of Israel. I will drive 
out nations before you and enlarge your territory, 
and no one will covet your land when you go up 
three times each year to appear before the Lord 
your God.

“Do not offer the blood of a sacrifice to me 
along with anything containing yeast, and do not 
let any of the sacrifice from the Passover Festival 
remain until morning.

“Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to 
the house of the Lord your God.

“Do not cook a young goat in its mother’s 
milk.”

Exodus 34:19-26 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to submit
obituaries at readThereporter.com/obitform.

Cathy sue stowe (Wallace)
July 27, 1954 – January 24, 2025

Cathy Sue Stowe (Wallace), a beloved mother, (great) 
grandmother, sister, cousin, aunt, and 
friend, passed away peacefully on 
Friday, January 24, 2025, surrounded 
by the love of her family. She was 70 
years old.

Born on July 27, 1954, in Nobles-
ville, Cathy was the youngest daughter 
of Lloyd and Mary Catherine (Hines) 
Wallace. She grew up in Sheridan and 
was a 1972 graduate of Sheridan High 

School. As an adult she lived in various cities including Sher-
idan, Indianapolis, Nashville, Tenn., Kokomo, Ind.; and most 
recently Huntsville, Ala. Her greatest pride was her family. 

Cathy’s faith was a cornerstone of her life. She was a 
devoted Christian who found comfort and strength in her 
relationship with God. She often offered prayers and words 
of encouragement to those in need. Her unwavering belief 
in God’s grace guided her through life’s challenges and in-
spired those around her. Cathy had a passion for taking care 
of her lawn, crafting, reading, traveling, music and movies, 
and had a deep love for her family and pets. 

She was a devoted mother to Cristina (Eric) Huprich, 
Adrienne Pickett, Thomas (Sheana) Stowe, and Heather 
(Jacob) Johnson; a loving grandmother to Sarah (Kay-
la) Bennett, Nicholas Carter, Cora Stowe, Shawn Stowe-
Vines, Tobin Johnson, Avery Stowe, Olliver Johnson, Jesse 
Stowe, Imogen Johnson, and Emily Stowe; and a proud 
great-grandmother to Noah Bennett.

She is also survived by her siblings, Vance Wallace, 
Keith (Nancy) Wallace, and Peggy Robinson; as well as 
cousins, nieces, and nephews.

She is reunited in eternal peace with her parents, Lloyd 
and Mary Catherine (Hines) Wallace; her brother, James 
Wallace; sister-in-law, Susie Wallace; and many others, in-
cluding her beloved dogs, Tyke and Robbie. 

Her family finds solace in knowing that she is now in the 
presence of her Savior, embraced by eternal light and love.

A celebration of Cathy’s life will be held at 1 p.m. Sat-
urday, February 8, 2025, at Kercheval Funeral Home, 306 
E. 10th St., Sheridan, with visitation from 11 a.m. until the 
time of service. Burial will follow at Spencer Cemetery in 
Sheridan.

Cathy will be remembered for her boundless love, 
steadfast faith, and the countless lives she touched. She will 
be deeply missed but forever cherished in our hearts.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be pre-
sented to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

Condolences: kerchevalfuneralhome.com

Judith diane (Blew) ramey
September 16, 1945 – January 27, 2025

Judith Diane (Blew) Ramey, beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother, sister, and friend, passed 
away peacefully on January 27, 2025, 
at the age of 79. Born on September 
16, 1945, in Fort Wayne, Ind., to Bet-
ty (Wilson) Blew and Ora Blew, Judi 
lived a life full of love, service, and 
dedication to those she held dear.

Judi leaves behind a legacy of fierce 
love and unwavering support for her 
family and friends. She is survived by 

her loving husband of 57 years, Robert; her children, Eric 
Ramey and Damara (Ramey) Mitchell; and her cherished 
grandchildren, Jacob, Tyler, Raymee, Jonah, Brody, Lydia 
Diane, and Morgan (predeceased). She is also remembered 
by her siblings, Donna Hammel, Gary Blew, Michael Blew, 
and Gwendolyn (Blew) Rice.

From a young age, Judi’s heart was captivated by mu-
sic and travel. She had an innate curiosity about the world 
and a passion for exploring its beauty, which she loved to 
share with others by organizing meaningful trips. Wheth-
er researching destinations or writing about new places to 
discover, Judi’s love of travel knew no bounds. Her most 
cherished moments were when she could create lasting 
memories for others through her thoughtful travel plans.

Judi’s compassion extended beyond her family. She de-
voted much of her life to serving others. Her time as a Ste-
phen Minister and Grief Share teacher gave her the oppor-
tunity to walk alongside those experiencing some of life’s 
hardest moments, offering support, prayer, and encourage-
ment. Judi’s faith was a central part of her life, and she was 
a prayer warrior who believed deeply in the power of God 
and her savior Jesus Christ.

A lover of music, Judi studied opera at Ball State Uni-
versity and helped establish the radio station WQME at An-
derson University. She found joy singing with the “Sweet 
Adelines” during her time in Tehran, Iran, with her young 
family. In addition to her musical pursuits, Judi worked at 
the Indiana State School for the Deaf.

Judi was known for her vibrant personality, her ability 
to listen and encourage, and her deep love for God. She was 
outgoing, passionate, and truly a champion for her family. 
She fought bravely through many health battles over the 
last 25 years, always with the mantra, “It’s worth the fight 
and God is good.”

A memorial service to celebrate Judi’s life will be held 
at 11 a.m. Wednesday, February 12 at Church At The Cross-
ing, 9111 Haverstick Road, Indianapolis. All who knew 
and loved Judi are invited to join in honoring her memory.

Judi’s legacy of love, service, and joy will continue to 
inspire all who were blessed to know her. She will be deep-
ly missed, but her spirit will live on in the hearts of her 
family and in the countless lives she touched.
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SOLD! NEW LISTING/
PENDING!

PENDING!

109 Lake Terrace 
Court
Noblesville 

ON THE WATER!

Immaculate lake house on Morse 
Reservoir. 3 BR, 2.5 BA, two living 
spaces, gas fireplace, kitchen with 

2 pantries. All appliances included. 
Listed at $659,900

Adorable 4 BR, 2.5 BA brick home on 
.38 acres in Fishers. Updated kitchen 

with granite counters, farm sink, 
stainless appliances. Updated HVAC. 

Listed at $344,900

1940 Nantucket 
Drive

Cicero 

67 Apple Tree
Circle

Fishers 

Two-story home in Prairie Crossing. 
Lot borders the golf course. 4 BR,  
2.5 BA home has many updates. 
Mature trees and landscaping. 

Listed at $354,900

18794 Prairie 
Crossing Drive

Noblesville 

The Deakyne Team REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS
“Speak 

to Deak!” www.speaktodeak.com
317.695.6032  Jennifer  | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer

Charming home situated in Country 
Lake Estates with no HOA!  Over  
3,000 square feet  including 4 BR,  
2.5 BA and a finished basement. 

Listed at $424,900

Thanks for reading The Reporter!

https://readthereporter.com/obitform
https://www.kerchevalfuneralhome.com/obituary/cathy-stowe
www.randallroberts.com
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
mailto:HamiltonCoNorthReporter%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=
mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=
mailto:RHall1977%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
http://www.twitter.com/Richie_Hall
http://thedeakyneteam.talktotucker.com/
https://readthereporter.com
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40-Acres ready for your vision. Build your own 
home or farm. Or develop the land for several 
homes, (variance would be required to build 
more than one home). The property sits in 

both Noblesville and Wayne Twp.

0 E 206th Street    |    Noblesville, IN 46060The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Located at the corner of 206th and Creek 
Road – this 11-acre lot has road access on 
both sides. Your new opportunity includes 

beautiful rolling land with some character of 
trees and potential pasture.

Lot 2
11.16 Acres 

New Price! $446,400

Lot 3
40 Acres 

New Price! $1,400,000

By PHIL SANCHEZ
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

A total of 15,000.
That’s how many swings 

that Noblesville’s Aiden 
Reynolds took during the 
offseason when he was just 
11 years old. That was the 
same offseason where he 
started taking baseball more 
seriously.

Clearly, it’s paid off as 
Reynolds, a 2026 grad, has 
committed to play baseball 
at Indiana University.

“They want what’s best 
for me and my family,” Reyn-
olds said about the coach-
ing staff at Indiana. “Some 
coaches at other schools only 
cared about baseball and 
that’s not what I was look-
ing for in a school, I wanted 
a place that cared about me 
and my family because that’s 
something that I value.”

It’s also something that 
his coach at Noblesville val-
ues, too. Reynolds said he 
was in middle school when 
he first met Noblesville Head 
Coach Justin Keever. How-
ever, Reynolds remembers 
Keever coming to watch him 
play when he was playing 
Babe Ruth ball.

“He would always come 
out and watch me play, nev-
er talked much at that time, 
but, in middle school, talked 
to one of my classes and that 
was the first time I ever met 

him. He’s great, big family 
guy. He always talks about 
that, we are a family, we do 
things together, and I love 
that.”

Reynolds, an infielder, 
is the ninth-ranked player 
in the state for the class of 
2026. He said that he would 
love to help the Noblesville 
Millers win state this season.

“We have a lot of play-
ers returning from last year 
so we would love to go un-
defeated in our conference, I 
don’t think that’s been done 
for a while.”

Reynolds who plays trav-
el ball with the Indiana Bulls 
during the summer and trains 
out of Pro-X in Westfield 
said that he owes everything 
to his family, especially his 
mom, Shantel and dad, Scott.

“She’s the emotional sup-
port, she may not everything 
that’s happening on the base-
ball field but she’s the most 
supportive person.” Reyn-
olds said about his mom.

As far as his dad goes, 
Reynolds points to those 
15,000 swings and more.

“He’s taught me every-
thing, he’s found coaches for 
me, he pays for everything, I 
owe everything to him.”

This story originally 
appeared on WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/sports/high-
school-the-zone/noble-reyn-
olds- indiana-univers i -
ty-baseball-commitment.

Photo provided
Noblesville’s Aiden Reynolds has committed to 
Indiana University to play baseball.

Joshua Herd / File photos
Westfield’s Gabe Aramboles and Mikeah Webster are two of 12 new student-athletes that will join 
the Ball State football program this fall.

The REPORTER
Two Westfield football 

stars are among the 12 new 
student-athlete football play-
ers that will join the Ball 
State Cardinals program in 
2025.

Gabe Aramboles and 
Mikeah Webster will be in-
coming freshmen at Ball 
State this fall. Both players 
helped the Shamrocks to a 
12-2 record and a state final-

ist finish in the IHSAA Class 
6A state tournament.

Aramboles, at 6-0 and 
196 pounds, played both 
wide receiver and defensive 
back. He signs with Ball State 
classified as an "Athlete” and 
caught 38 passes for 548 
yards and five touchdowns, 
despite being injured late in 
his senior campaign. Aram-
boles played in 10 games and 
led the Shamrocks with 54.8 

receiving yards per game. He 
was named to the Reporter’s 
All-County second team and 
to the 2024 IndyStar football 
preseason Super Team at 
wide receiver.

Webster, a 6-1 and 
230-pound linebacker, was a 
force on both sides of the ball 
for the Shamrocks, scoring a 
combined 11 touchdowns in 
his career and logging 280 
total tackles. He earned IFCA 

All-State honors in 2023 and 
2024 and was named to the 
Reporter’s All-County First 
Team and the IndyStar’s 
2024 football Super Team. 
Webster earned a three-star 
rating from 247Sports and 
was ranked the sixth-best 
linebacker in Indiana in the 
class of 2025. Mikeah Web-
ster is the younger brother 
of Ball State redshirt junior 
Maximus Webster.

Football

Noblesville’s Aiden 
Reynolds commits
to play IU baseball

Two rocks ready to join 
Ball state football team

HAMILTON HEIGHTS 97,
KIPP INDY LEGACY 53

Heights FG FT TP PF
Tyler Champion 1-3 3-4 5 0
Rees Knapp 8-15 0-0 16 1
Carson Felger 1-2 0-0 2 3
Dreydin Serna 6-10 1-2 13 2
Gavin Saunders 18-22 9-11 51 0
Chris Nobbe 1-2 0-0 2 4
Aiden Unger 0-2 1-2 1 1
Jack Kakasuleff 0-1 0-0 0 0
Austin Day 1-1 0-0 3 1
Justin Overton 0-0 3-4 3 0
Jackson Cantlon 0-1 0-0 0 0
Hayden Spicer 0-0 1-2 1 0
Totals 36-59 18-25 97 12

Score by Quarters
KIPP Academy 13 18 12 10 – 83
Heights 27 21 24 25 – 97
Heights 3-point shooting (7-18) Saunders 6-10, Day 1-1, Knapp 
0-4, Champion 0-2, Cantlon 0-1.
Heights rebounds (32) Serna 6, Felger 5, Knapp 4, Champion 3, 
Nobbe 3, Saunders 3, Spicer 3, Overton 2, Unger 1, Kakasuleff 1.

The REPORTER
A red-hot shooting night 

from Hamilton Heights’ 
Gavin Saunders – and for 
that matter, the entire Hus-
kies’ team – turned into a 
huge Wednesday win.

Heights rolled past KIPP 
Indy Legacy 97-53 in a 
home game. The Pride came 
into the Huskies’ gym with 
a 10-4 record, but Heights 
dominated this game, scor-
ing at least 21 points in each 
quarter of its Senior Night 
game.

“That’s a great team 

win,” said Huskies coach 
Chad Ballenger. “That’s one 
of those games as a coach, 
I was worried our guys 
wouldn’t take them serious 
just because they weren’t 
familiar with them.” Bal-
lenger said KIPP has three 
“pretty good” players and 
credited his players with 
containing them.

There was no contain-
ing Saunders, a senior who 
put together a memorable 
performance on Senior 
Night. Saunders scored 51 
points on 18-of-22 field 

goal shooting. Saunders 
made all 12 of his 2-point 
attempts and went 6-of-10 
from 3-point range in what 
Ballenger called an “unbe-
lievable shooting night.”

“We ran sets for him,” 
said Ballenger. “He got free, 
he knocked shots down. He 
got to the rim, he attacked 
the rim off the drive and he 
hit 3s. And his teammates 
got him the ball.”

Heights shot 61 percent 
as a team, making 36 of 

59 attempts. Rees Knapp 
poured in 16 points, while 
Dreydin Serna scored 13 
points. The Huskies shared 
the ball well with 20 assists; 
Tyler Champion and Carson 
Felger both dished out six 
assists each.

Serna led the rebounds 
with six, while Felger col-
lected five. Saunders also 
made four steals.

Heights is 10-6 and 
plays at Winchester Satur-
day afternoon.

Boys Basketball

Photo by Julie MontgomeryPhoto by Bob Cross

(ABOVE LEFT) Hamilton Heights’ Gavin Saunders scored 51 points for the Huskies during their win 
over KIPP Indy Legacy on Wednesday. (ABOVE RIGHT) Carson Felger dished out six of Hamilton 
Heights’ 20 assists during the Huskies’ Wednesday game.

Huskies shoot to win big 
over KIPP Indy Legacy

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
https://www.joshuaherdphotography.com/
https://wishtv.com/sports/high-school-the-zone/noble-reynolds-indiana-university-baseball-commitment/
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On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Wed Feb 5 -  Council Meeting
7:00 pm  Hamilton County Council Regular Meeting Feb 5, 2025 | Hamilton County TV

Thurs Feb 6  -  Boys Basketball
6:00 pm Mt Vernon vs Noblesville | Junior Varsity Basketball | HCTV Sports 
7:20 pm Franklin Central vs HSE | Varsity Basketball | Southeastern Sports Network
7:30 pm Mt Vernon vs Noblesville | Varsity Basketball | HCTV Sports

Fri Feb 7  -  Fri Feb 7  -  IHSAA Girls Basketball 4A Sectional 8
6:00 pm  Zionsville vs Hamilton Southeastern | Girls Basketball Sectional 8 | HCTV Sports
7:30 pm Westfield vs Noblesville | Girls Basketball Sectional 8 | HCTV Sports

Sat Feb 8  - Boys Basketball
10:50 am Outlook Christian vs Horizon Christian | 2024-25 Youth Basketball | Indiana SRN 
1:20 pm Culver Academy vs Guerin Catholic | 2024-25 IHSAA Boys Basketball | Indiana SRN

Sat Feb 8  -  IHSAA Girls Basketball 4A Sectional 8
7:00 pm  Sectional 8 Championship| Girls Basketball | HCTV Sports7:00 pm  Sectional 8 Championship| Girls Basketball | HCTV Sports

Tues Feb 11  -  Boys Basketball
5:50 pm CYO Basketball Boys Basketball @ Scecina: Doubleheader | Indiana SRN
6:00 pm Anderson vs Noblesville | Junior Varsity | IHSAA Boys Basketball | HCTV Sports
7:20 pm Legacy Christian vs Horizon Christian | IHSAA Boys Basketball | Indiana SRN
7:30 pm Anderson vs Noblesville | Varsity | Boys Basketball | HCTV Sports

ALL IHSAA SECTIONAL GIRLS BASKETBALL GAMES ARE 
EXCLUSIVELY BROADCASTED ONLY at www.IHSAATV.org

Find Quick Links to the games at www.HCTV1.com

Lorem 
ipsum 
dolor 
sit 
amet, 
con-
secte-

Lorem 
ipsum 
dolor 
sit 
amet, 
con-
secte-

Upcoming Broadcasts

Indy Allstars merges with Select 
Athletics, creating Indy Select

The REPORTER
Select Athletics, a lead-

ing youth sports organiza-
tion, has launched a new 
division, Indy Select. This 
expansion brings the or-
ganization's high-quality 
programming to the central 
Indiana area, furthering its 
commitment to youth athlete 
development.

The cornerstone of this 
new division is the inte-
gration of the Indy Allstars 
7-on-7 program into the Se-
lect Athletics family. Indy 
Allstars, a rising star in the 
7-on-7 football scene operat-
ing out of Fishers, has quick-
ly gained recognition for 
its exceptional training and 
competitive success.

“We are thrilled to start 
this new division by bring-
ing the Indy Allstars 7-on-7 
program into our organi-

zation,” Select Athletics 
President Erica Raisor said. 
This move aligns perfectly 
with our mission to provide 
top-tier athletic opportunities 
to youth across the country.”

Indy Allstars Director 
William Dabner expressed 
enthusiasm about the merger.

“The alignment with Se-
lect Athletics will give us 
the resources to continue to 
expand our program to serve 
more youth in the central In-
diana area.”

The Indy Select division 
aims to deliver the same 
high-quality programming 
that Select Athletics is known 
for, now tailored to meet the 
specific needs of central In-
diana's young athletes.

For more informa-
tion about Indy Select and 
its programs, please visit 
select-athletics.com.

The REPORTER
The Noblesville gymnas-

tics team placed second in 
a four-team meet with New 
Palestine, Fishers and Pend-
leton Heights on Wednesday.

The Millers totaled 
a team score of 94.875. 
McKenna Watson led the 
way for Noblesville, placing 
second on the vault with an 
8.60. Emmerson Leckrone 

took third in the uneven 
bars, scoring 8.10, while Va-
lorey Bittles was third on the 
balance beam with 8.425.

Lilly Martin finished 
second in the junior varsity 
all-around by scoring 24.15. 
She placed second on the 
beam (6.65) and third on the 
bars (4.55), while also post-
ing a 7.20 on the vault and 
5.75 on the floor exercise.

Individual varsity 
scores, along with top six 
places now follow.

All-around: 5. Valorey Bit-
tles 32.25, 6. McKenna Watson 
30.125, Ethan Rivers 27.675, 
Lydia Blackwell 26.125, Alexis 
Mitcham 23.00.

Vault: 2. Watson 8.60, 
Blackwell 8.05, Bittles 8.00, 
Rivers 7.70, Mitcham 7.30.

Uneven bars: 3. Emmer-

son Leckrone 8.10, 4. Bittles 
7.625, Watson 6.10, Rivers 
5.625, Blackwell 4.625, Mit-
cham 4.125.

Balance beam: 3. Bittles 
8.425, 5. Leckrone 8.175, Wat-
son 7.675, Rivers 6.775, Black-
well 6.10, Mitcham 5.20.

Floor exercise: 6. Bittles 
8.20, Leckrone 8.175, Watson 
7.75, Rivers 7.575, Blackwell 
7.35, Mitcham 6.375.

Noblesville takes second
place at four-team meet

The REPORTER
The Hamilton South-

eastern swim team hosted 
the Reserve Championships 
Meet last Saturday.

The Royals welcomed 
teams from Noblesville, 
Westfield and Zionsville 
to the event. Southeastern 
picked up several wins, in-
cluding eight in the girls 
meet. Molly Hultgren was 
a double winner in the 200 
and 500 freestyles.

Also placing first for 
HSE: Kaavya Patel in the 
individual medley, Juli Goss 
in the butterfly, Hayden 
Bunch in the backstroke, 
Scarlett Fanger in the 
breaststroke, and the med-
ley and 200 free relays.

The Shamrocks’ Carly 
Herring won the diving event. 
The Millers’ Stella Cramer 
placed second in the IM.

Southeastern picked up 
six wins in the boys meet. 
Carter Nelsen was a dou-
ble winner in the 200 free 
and butterfly. Also win-
ning were Joseph Justice in 
diving, Clive Bourff in the 
backstroke, Aiden Stivers 
in the breaststroke and the 
Royals’ medley relay.

GIRLS MEET
200 medley relay: 1. Hamilton 

Southeastern “A” (Hayden Bunch, 
Scarlett Fanger, Gabby Johnson, 
Molly Hultgren) 1:56.86, 2. South-
eastern “B” (Maddy Page, Sophia 
Listenfelt, Emerson Bunch, Ryan 

Murphy) 2:00.84, 4. Southeastern 
“C” (Elle Edison, Kaavya Patel, Ellie 
Herring, Tellia Gansman) 2:01.75, 
5. Noblesville “A” (Audrey Brown, 
Elyse Biddle, Norah Mathes, Alexis 
Jackson) 2:02.64, 6. Southeastern 
“D” (Eva Willency, Lauren Mat-
tick, Juli Goss, Katherine Edison) 
2:03.30, 7. Westfield “A” (Carly Da-
vis, Christie Stuart, Ellana Morse, 
Maggie Naas) 2:04.91.

200 freestyle: 1. M. Hultgren 
(HSE) 2:03.97, 3. Sophia Croy (HSE) 
2:06.92, 4. Eleanor Hultgren (HSE) 
2:08.25, 6. Camdyn McGuire (HSE) 
2:11.29, 8. Murphy (HSE) 2:15.65.

200 individual medley: 1. Patel 
(HSE) 2:21.02, 2. Stella Cramer (N) 
2:22.17, 3. Fanger (HSE) 2:23.82, 4. 
Edison (HSE) 2:26.95, 5. E. Bunch 
2:30.09, 7. H. Bunch (HSE) 2:30.09, 
8. Herring (HSE) 2:30.33.

50 freestyle: 3. Croy (HSE) 
25.83, 4. M. Page (HSE) 25.87, 5. 
Anissa Lammie (HSE) 25.89.

One-meter diving: 1. Carly 
Herring (W) 209.60, 2. Juliet Pearce 
(HSE) 88.50.

100 butterfly: 1. Goss (HSE) 
1:05.42, 2. Johnson (HSE) 1:05.77, 
4. Davis (W) 1:06.55, 5. Gansman 
(HSE) 1:06.75, 6. Naas (W) 1:07.50, 
7. Mathes (N) 1:07.90.

100 freestyle: 3. Ani. Lammie 
(HSE) 59.39, 6. Madelyn Onufrock 
(HSE) 1:00.83, 7. Cameron Godwin 
(W) 1:00.90, 8. Stuart (W) 1:01.10.

500 freestyle: 1. M. Hultgren 
(HSE) 5:37.21, 3. Eleanor Hultgren 
(HSE) 5:39.78, 4. Bella McNally (W) 
5:55.83, 6. Murphy (HSE) 6:01.87.

200 freestyle relay: 1. South-
eastern “A” (H. Bunch, Croy, Ani. 
Lammie, M. Page) 1:44.49, 3. 
Southeastern “B” (E. Bunch, Mur-
phy, Dylan McIntosh, Patel) 1:50.51, 
4. Noblesville “A” (Cramer, Bid-
dle, Jackson, Mathes) 1:51.20, 5. 

Southeastern “C” (Onufrock, John-
son, Gansman, Edison) 1:51.58, 
8. Southeastern “D” (Goss, Isabel 
Ransom, Mattick, Anaya Lammie) 
1:55.28.

100 backstroke: 1. H. Bunch 
(HSE) 1:03.64, 2. Willency (HSE) 
1:03.76, 3. Goss (HSE) 1:05.35, 4. 
M. Page (HSE) 1:05.93, 7. Edison 
(HSE) 1:07.32, 8. Onufrock (HSE) 
1:07.70.

100 breaststroke: 1. Fanger 
(HSE) 1:11.02, 2. Patel (HSE) 
1:13.91, 3. Cramer (N) 1:14.29, 4. 
McIntosh (HSE) 1:14.30, 5. Sophia 
Listenfelt (HSE) 1:15.38, 8. Biddle 
(N) 1:19.13.

400 freestyle relay: 2. South-
eastern “A” (Croy, McIntosh, Onu-
frock, M. Hultgren) 3:55.43, 4. 
Southeastern “B” (Ani. Lammie, Ana. 
Lammie, E. Hultgren, Noelle Page) 
4:10.23, 5. Westfield “A” (McNal-
ly, Morse, Naas, Davis) 4:10.38, 7. 
Southeastern “C” (Leah Lechleidner, 
Zella Foreman, Ashlyn Gehle, Kayla 
Gulley) 4:26.19, 8. Westfield “B” (Ella 
Bozarth, Jenna McConaha, Brianna 
Howard, Cameron Goodwin) 4:30.89.

BOYS MEET
200 medley relay: 1. South-

eastern “A” (Aiden Stivers, Grayer 
Belaire, Carter Nelsen, Luke Fletch-
er) 1:48.39, 3. Southeastern “B” 
(Clive Bourff, Connor Pugh, Cooper 
Murphy, Graham Weier) 1:59.90, 4. 
Westfield “A” (JP Mikels, Bryce Pit-
tman, Alex Faulkenburg, Cole Mc-
Grath) 2:05.49.

200 freestyle: 1. Nelsen (HSE) 
1:57.54, 2. Lucas Cochran (HSE) 
1:59.03, 5. Aiden Willig (W) 2:04.57, 
6. Adam Dodge (HSE) 2:21.08.

200 individual medley: 2. Stiv-
ers (HSE) 2:16.86, 3. Fletcher (HSE) 
2:23.17, 4. Pugh (HSE) 2:27.31, 5. 
Pittman (W) 2:32.32, 6. Max Hood 
(W) 2:42.29, 7. Murphy (HSE) 

2:50.13.
50 freestyle: 2. Ryland Wil-

liams (HSE) 24.28, 3. Brody Hayes 
(HSE) 24.30, 6. Cade Breske (HSE) 
26.20, 7. Graham Weier (HSE) 
26.24, 8. Wes Arnold (N) 27.64.

One-meter diving: 1. Joseph 
Justice (HSE), score n/a.

100 butterfly: 1. Nelsen (HSE) 
59.65, 2. John Obusek (W) 1:00.95, 
3. Belaire (HSE) 1:01.44, 4. Avi 
Avyanth (W) 1:21.25.

100 freestyle: 2. Williams 
(HSE) 53.49, 4. Hayes (HSE) 55.19, 
7. Bourff (HSE) 58.80, 8. Faulken-
berg (W) 59.44.

500 freestyle: 2. Fletcher 
(HSE) 5:28.43, 4. Breske (HSE) 
5:54.93, 5. Mikels (W) 6:14.62.

200 freestyle relay: 2. South-
eastern “A” (Cochran, Stivers, Bourff, 
Hayes) 1:40.13, 3. Westfield “A” 
(Faulkenberg, McGrath, Mikels, Pit-
tman) 1:46.70, 4. Southeastern “B” 
(Breske, A. Dodge, Murphy, Weier) 
1:53.76, 5. Southeastern “C” (Jesper 
Kruse, Kyle Dodge, Baron Krauskopf, 
Monroe Cluff) 2:00.33, 6. Westfield 
“B” (Javier Urdanets, Avyanth, Josh 
Alonso, Hood) 2:01.42.

100 backstroke: 1. Bourff 
(HSE) 1:02.49, 3. Obusek (W) 
1:05.07, 4. Mikels (W) 1:10.44, 5. 
Willig (W) 1:11.11, 6. Pittman (W) 
1:11.13, 7. Faulkenberg (W) 1:11.93, 
8. Alonso (W) 1:28.34.

100 breaststroke: 1. Stivers 
(HSE) 1:04.55, 2. Belaire (HSE) 
1:05.62, 3. Cochran (HSE) 1:06.35, 
7. Pugh (HSE) 1:13.87, 8. Hood (W) 
1:22.82.

400 freestyle relay: 2. South-
eastern “A” (Belaire, Hayes, Co-
chran, Nelsen) 3:39.76, 4. South-
eastern “B” (Williams, Fletcher, 
Breske, Pugh) 3:48.07, 5. Westfield 
“A” (Urdanets, Alonso, Avyanth, 
Hood) 4:38.61.

southeastern hosts reserve
Championships, get several wins

Flynn commits to Indiana University

Photo courtesy Noblesville Athletics
Noblesville’s Riley Flynn has committed to the Indiana University Indianapolis women’s 
cross country and track & field teams. (Front row, from left) Kimberly Flynn (mother), Riley 
Flynn, and David Flynn (father). (Back row, from left) Noblesville Girls Cross Country Head 
Coach Aaron Becker, Noblesville Girls Cross Country Assistant A.J. Snyder, Gavin Flynn 
(brother), and Noblesville Girls Track & Field Head Coach Jim Pearce.

SPORTS SCHEDULE
Thursday, Feb. 6

BOYs BasKetBaLL
Carmel at Lawrence North, 7:30 p.m.

Fishers at Westfield, 7:30 p.m.
Franklin Central at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m.

Herron at Sheridan, 7:30 p.m.
Mount Vernon at Noblesville, 7:30 p.m.

GirLs swiMMiNG seCtiONaL PreLiMiNaries
University at Lafayette Jefferson, 5:30 p.m.

Guerin Catholic, Noblesville, Westfield at Carmel, 6 p.m.
Hamilton Heights, Hamilton Southeastern at Fishers, 6 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

The REPORTER
The Hamilton Heights 

girls basketball team fell 
to Delta 63-37 in the first 
round of Class 3A Section-
al 24 Tuesday at Conners-
ville.

The Huskies stayed 
close with the Eagles in 
the first quarter, with Del-
ta leading 14-10. But the 

Eagles outscored Heights 
33-9 in the second period 
for a 47-19 halftime lead. 

Senior Katie Brown led 
the Huskies with 20 points. 
Kamryn Rhoton collected 
11 rebounds; both she and 
Presley Cherry scored sev-
en points each.

Heights finished its sea-
son with a 5-17 record.

Heights falls to Delta

DELTA 63, HAMILTON HEIGHTS 37
Heights FG FT TP PF
Katie Brown 7-14 4-5 20 0
Kamryn Rhoton 3-12 0-2 7 2
Presley Cherry 2-6 2-2 7 1
Reece Blanton 0-1 1-4 1 1
Sarah Sherrill 0-0 0-0 0 1
Abi Hilfiker 1-3 0-0 2 4
Illiana Bowyer 0-0 0-0 0 0
Haley Barr 0-0 0-0 0 0
Julianna Thompson 0-0 0-0 0 1
Macy Bradley 0-0 0-0 0 0
Totals 13-36 7-13 37 10

Score by Quarters
Delta 14 33 9 7 – 63
Heights 10 9 8 10 – 37
Heights 3-point shooting (4-14) Brown 2-7, Rhoton 1-4, Cherry 1-3.
Heights rebounds (18) Rhoton 11, Blanton 3, Brown 2, Hilfiker 1, 
Sherrill 1.

Girls Basketball Gymnastics

Swimming

https://noblesvillesports.com/
https://www.hctv1.com/
http://select-athletics.com/
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http://wandalyons.com

