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The unknown
In about seven 

months, life as I know 
it will be drastically 
different. My youngest 
son will be heading off 
to college, joining his 
older brother at Purdue 
University. My title of 
“Mom” will not look 
as it does now, with 
him safely home in our 
nest we spent all these 
years creating for our boys. Our nest will 
be empty.

Just typing that sends me into an emo-
tional tailspin.

Life has a way of preparing you for 
their departure, as I learned with my older 
son. My role as Mom has evolved as they 
have grown up. In the beginning, those 
days were extremely hard for me, phys-
ically. Those younger years demand so 
much physical attention and care. As time 
went on, their needs became less physical 
and driving them all over creation was the 
season. Equally exhausting, in its own way. 
Oh, how I miss both of those tough seasons.

Now, I see myself as more of a support, 
there for him when he needs me, but little 
by little, both of us realizing he does not 
need me in the same way he did. Taking 
cues from him, that it is time for me to step 
back. That is the way it is supposed to be. 
As my mom always reminds me when I am 
sad about it, “You wouldn’t want it any oth-
er way.” Of course, she is right. I would not. 

One thing will not change when we be-
come empty nesters. I will still fiercely love 
my family. I had a good friend call me last 
week. The purpose of her call was to tell 
me, “You love your family so well, and I 
just hope you know that.” First, how kind 
of her to call just to tell me that. Also, it was 
a good reminder to me that when you think 
something kind about someone, tell them! 
It is always so nice to be on the receiving 
end of those kind thoughts, and what a won-
derful way to spread kindness. That meant a 
lot because I do pour my heart and soul into 
loving my family well. In fact, it has been 
what has kept me going all these years. 

AMY SHINNEMAN
Disability in the City

COLUMNIST
HHMS Robotics team places in top 5
Two teams bring home awards at Kalahari Classic
The REPORTER

Three of the Hamil-
ton Heights Middle School 
(HHMS) Robotics teams quali-
fied and competed in the finals 
at this year’s Kalahari Classic 
VEX IQ Robotics Competition 
in Sandusky, Ohio, on Jan. 21 
and 22.

HHMS’ top team, 214F, 
finished in fifth place (Royce 
Bowyer, Ryder Holt, Grayson 
Pickering, Linley Bryan). In 
addition, Team 214B (Mikko 
Kikta, Rylee Mellinger, Tommy 
Girolamo, and JD Crask) won 
the Judges Award for their out-
standing interview and effective 
communication skills while 
Team 214A (Wyndham Jung, 
Camden Millikan, Lilly Hig-
gins, Maddy Higgins, Levi Van- 
Alstine and Reagan VanKirk) 
won the Build Award for the 
construction of their robot and 
for flawlessly documenting it in 
their engineering notebook. 

Robotics club members 
from Hamilton Heights were 
among the hundreds of young 
bright minds from across the 
Midwest and beyond to com-
pete for a chance to qualify for 
the world’s largest internation-
al youth robotics event, VEX 

Worlds, set for April in Texas.
Tournament judges evaluate 

robotics teams based on how 
their robots are designed, how 
they solve assigned problems, 
overall usability and the team’s 
record of project management. 
In the interview phase, teams 
are evaluated on their explana-
tion of the design process and 

Photos provided
Six Hamilton Heights Middle School Robotics teams (214A, 214B, 214F, 214G, 214H, 
and 214J) were among the hundreds of young bright minds from across the Midwest 
and beyond to compete at the 2025 Kalahari Classic VEX IQ Robotics Competition 
in Sandusky, Ohio, on Jan. 21 and 22.

see Robotics . . . Page 2

Kroger joins with community in 
celebrating new Fishers Marketplace
Grocer invests $38 million to establish new landmark store along refreshed 
Allisonville Road corridor, donates $70,000 to Second Helpings food bank

The REPORTER
Kroger, the nation's leading 

grocery retailer, celebrated on 
Wednesday morning the grand 
opening of its highly anticipated 
new store in Fishers. The com-
pany invested nearly $40 mil-
lion to create a new shopping 
experience for Kroger custom-
ers in Hamilton County. The 
ribbon-cutting at 7450 Fishers 
Station Drive marked the com-
pletion of a project that began 
last March.

The new Marketplace show-
cases the best of modern store 
design while preserving the 
traditions that make Kroger the 
preferred grocer of so many 
Hoosier families.

“This store shows our atten-
tion to the evolving needs of our 
local customers,” Kroger Central 
Division President Colleen Juer-
gensen said. “Now, we can offer a 
wider selection of foods and fea-
tures than were possible before. 
At the same time, everything we 
do revolves around three time-
less principles – fresh products, 
full shelves, and friendly service. 
They’re the foundation of every-
thing we do.”

Kroger continues to grow 
with the city of Fishers. The new 
Kroger Marketplace replaces 
what was the grocer’s first store 
in Fishers, which opened in 
1996 across the street from the 
new location. At 120,000 square 
feet, the new store is nearly 
twice the size of its predecessor. 
The expansion provides space 

for a Murray’s Cheese shop, a 
Starbucks, a store-made pop-
corn café, even an apparel de-
partment. The aisles, too, are 
larger than the former Kroger 
across the street.

Mayor Scott Fadness helped 
to welcome the new store as an 
element of Fishers’ work to re-
fresh the busy western side of 

the city.
“I’m excited to see the 

transformation of the Allison-
ville Road corridor continue 
with the opening of this new 
Kroger location,” Fadness said. 
“Kroger is a great example of 
businesses that are joining us 

Photos provided by Kroger
(ABOVE LEFT) Second Helpings CEO Linda Broadfoot and Second Helpings Chief 
Relationship Officer Katie Prine accepted a $70,000 check for their organization, 
which Broadfoot says will provide 41,000 meals for hungry people in the community. 
(ABOVE RIGHT) The Fishers High School Band (top) and some of the Hamilton 
Southeastern High School cheerleaders (above) joined the celebration.

Girl scout Brownie Troop explores history
at HePL Crossroads discovery station

By POOJA THAKKAR
For The Reporter

This week, the Girl Scout 
Brownie Troop 2167 had the 
opportunity to visit the Ham-
ilton East Public Library and 
explore its newest community 
resource, the Crossroads Dis-
covery Station. This innovative 
space is dedicated to connecting 
the community with the rich 
history of Hamilton County, of-
fering a unique blend of educa-
tion and engagement.

The meeting began with a 
read-aloud session of the book 
Fancy Nancy: My Family His-
tory, presented by Ann Grilliot, 
the Assistant Manager at the 
Crossroads Discovery Cen-
ter. During the story, the girls 
learned that every family has a 
unique history, traditions, and 
special stories worth sharing. 

This engaging introduction set 
the tone for the day’s activities.

David Heighway, County 
Historian and genealogy expert, 
guided the girls through an in-

sightful tour of the Crossroads 
Discovery Station. They ex-
plored Hamilton County’s histo-
ry through time, learning about 
how the past has shaped the 

community we know today. The 
girls discovered how old imag-
es and documents act as pieces 

Photos provided
(ABOVE LEFT) Hamilton County Historian David Heighway guided the girls through 
of a tour of the Crossroads Discovery Station. (ABOVE RIGHT) Assistant Manager 
Ann Grilliot showed the girls how every family has a unique history.

see Unknown . . . Page 2

State OK’s
Duke Energy rate
increase request

The REPORTER
Editor’s note: The following in-

formation was released by the City of 
Westfield on Wednesday afternoon. The 
Reporter has published it in full.

On Wednesday, the Indiana Utility 
Regulatory Commission (IURC) issued 
its final decision in the Duke Energy 
rate case, which will directly impact the 
cost of electricity for residents of West-
field and the surrounding areas.

While the IURC largely sided with 
Duke Energy on many issues, notable 
outcomes directly impact ratepayers 
in Westfield and beyond. Duke did not 
receive the full rate increase it request-
ed. The Commission reduced Duke’s 
original request for a $491.5 million 
revenue increase, which will result in 
a lower-than-anticipated rate hike for 
customers across the state.

One of the most significant aspects 
of the ruling is the IURC’s action on 
Duke's profit margins or Return on 
Equity (ROE). Duke had initially re-
quested a 10.8 percent ROE, but the 
Commission limited it to 9.75 percent, 
citing customer affordability concerns. 
This reduction in profit expectations 
for Duke Energy is a positive devel-
opment for consumers, as it will help 
mitigate the overall financial impact of 
the rate increase. While Duke won the 
majority of contested issues, the reduc-
tion in the ROE was a win for West-
field and other ratepayers concerned 
about affordability.

The Commission also denied several 
of Duke’s more controversial requests, 
including charges for electric vehicle 
charging stations and credit card pro-
cessing fees. Duke’s request for large 
employee bonuses was also reduced 
from $29.6 million to $15 million.

Unfortunately, the IURC did not ap-
prove creating a new low-income rate, 
which the City of Westfield and other 
advocates had pushed for. However, 
the reduction in Duke’s requested profit 
margin offers relief for customers fac-
ing higher rates.

see Rate . . . Page 2
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ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

Catering: PastoItalianoWestfield@gmail.com

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Music every Wednesday & Friday
1/2 Price Bottles of Wine 

On Wednesdays
Reservations Recommended 

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

“We remain commit-
ted to ensuring affordable 
utility rates for all residents 
of Westfield,” said Mayor 
Scott Willis. “While this rul-
ing may not have addressed 
every concern we raised, 
the IURC’s decision to low-
er Duke’s profit margin is a 
positive step forward. We 
will continue to fight for fair 
utility rates and policies that 
protect consumers.”

The City of Westfield 
will continue to keep resi-
dents informed about any 
further updates regarding 
Duke Energy’s rate changes 
and will continue to advo-
cate for fair and affordable 
energy prices for all.

* * *
Editor’s note: The Re-

porter reached out to Duke 
Energy on Wednesday af-
ternoon for the company’s 
perspective, and a spokes-
person offered the following 
statement.

“Today, Duke Energy 
Indiana received a deci-
sion from the Indiana Util-
ity Regulatory Commission 

(IURC) concerning its rate 
request. The decision fol-
lows an extensive review 
process that included public 
input from a variety of cus-
tomers and stakeholders.

“The rate request cen-
tered around investments in 
a modernized electric grid 
more resistant to power out-
ages, increasing reliability at 
our power plants, construct-
ing hundreds of miles of 
new power lines, complying 
with evolving environmen-
tal responsibilities, increas-
ing electric grid security and 
providing new systems for 
customer convenience.

“Over the coming 
weeks, Duke Energy Indi-
ana will be evaluating the 
order. Before new rates 
would be effective, we will 
prepare a compliance filing 
for state utility regulators 
outlining rate adjustments 
for different types of cus-
tomers. Once the IURC 
gives final approval on the 
rate adjustments, we expect 
new rates to take effect in 
late February.”

raTe
from Page 1

strategy, teamwork, respect, 
and professionalism along 
with feedback for improve-
ment.

Teams, who are required 
to keep an engineering de-
sign notebook to explain 
their building process, ad-
vance in the competition 
based on their robot’s per-

formance and professional-
ism. 

The Kalahari Classic 
is set up similar to VEX 
Worlds to provide a fun, 
challenging, and high-level 
competition that draws el-
ementary, middle, and high 
school teams from around 
the country. In addition, it 

qualifies two teams at each 
level for VEX Worlds – the 
tournament champions and 
winner of the excellence 
award. The tournament 
champions are whoever 
achieves the highest score, 
while judges determine the 
excellence award winners 
based on scores, interviews 

and their engineering design 
notebooks.

The Kalahari Classic is 
a VEX Robotics signature 
event that takes place an-
nually at the Kalahari Con-
vention Center in Sandusky, 
Ohio. It is the second-larg-
est youth robotics event in 
the United States.

Without my children, I 
doubt I would have carried 
on to the degree that I do. 
They have motivated me 
and given me such purpose 
to keep going, for them. Liv-
ing with a disability there are 
so many days I would have 
said, “I just can’t do this to-
day,” but because of them, 
I did not say that. So, of 
course, I worry that without 
them here, my physical mo-
tivation will dwindle. 

Because I fear that will 
happen, the past few years, 
I have built new things into 
my life that give me purpose 
and will keep me motivat-

ed to carry on as well as I 
can. Advocating for those 
with disabilities is certainly 
a passion of mine, and one 
that will always be needed. 
There are so many ways to 
advocate for people living 
with disabilities, I cannot 
possibly do them all. Even 
though I would like to. Re-
cently, adding to my advo-
cating efforts, I joined the 
Noblesville Advisory Coun-
cil on Disabilities. I look 
forward to working with 
other passionate advocates 
to implement improvements 
for the disabled community 
in my hometown!

Preparing our hearts to 
go in step with our realities 
does not always happen at 
the same pace. Somehow, 
the heart often lags, longing 
for what once was, afraid of 
the unknown. I do not think 
I will ever lose that pang of 
longing in my gut when I 
think about the past and rais-
ing my boys with my hus-
band. Those were some in-
credible years, no doubt. Not 
always easy, but worth every 
moment. I look forward to 
continuing to encourage my 
boys and help them along 
their college journey. My 
role as mom changing again. 

Supporting from afar and 
making those occasional vis-
its to take them to lunch. 

Looking forward to new 
things and encouraging my 
heart to catch up over the 
next few months with my 
reality of a soon-to-be emp-
ty nest.

Until next time …
Amy Shinneman is a for-

mer National Ambassador 
for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, disability blog-
ger, wife, and mom of two 
boys. You can find her blog 
at humblycourageous.com 
and reach her on Instagram 
@ashinneman. 

roboTics
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in our investment to re-
fresh this vital corridor and 
western gateway to our city. 
The city is committed to 
continued investment to 
bring vibrancy that not only 
serves our residents, but 
also attracts visitors from 
neighboring communities to 
shop, dine, and recreate in 
Fishers.”

The $38 million devot-
ed to the new Fishers store 
and fuel center are part of 
$56 million in investments 
Kroger made across Indi-
ana in 2024. The grocer will 
continue such commitments 
in 2025, investing an addi-
tional $25 million to further 
enhance the shopping expe-
rience for Kroger customers 
across the state this year. 

The new store also boost-
ed employment in the area, 
with 305 associates on its 
Kroger Marketplace team. 
Those associates, combined 
with their counterparts at 
two other Fishers Kroger 
stores, elevate the Kroger 
family to more than 800 peo-
ple working in the city. 

Wednesday morning’s 
ribbon-cutting also enabled 
Kroger to further its hunger 
relief commitment in cen-
tral Indiana. The grocer pre-
sented a check for $70,000 
to Second Helpings.

“Kroger's generous 
$70,000 gift includes being 
the Presenting Sponsor of 
our Corks & Forks event 
on March 25, where they 
will offer a matching op-
portunity for attendees,” 
second Helpings CEO Lin-
da Broadfoot said. “More 
importantly, this gift rep-
resents nearly 41,000 meals 
that Second Helpings can 

deliver in our community – 
many of them prepared with 
ingredients rescued from the 
17 Kroger stores we pick up 
from regularly. Since our 
partnership began, Kroger 
has also donated more than 
2.8 million pounds of food, 
making a real impact to-
wards our shared goals of 
having less waste and less 
hunger in our community.”

Kroger’s donation to 
Second Helpings represents 

the latest boost to the Zero 
Hunger | Zero Waste 
plan, Kroger’s commit-
ment to eliminate hunger in 
the communities it serves. 
Since the plan’s inception 
in 2017, Kroger has given 
more than $1 billion to hun-
ger relief services across the 
United States and 582 mil-
lion pounds of surplus fresh 
food to help Americans in 
need. Through Kroger’s 
partnerships, the Zero Hun-

ger | Zero Waste plan has 
had a role in the delivery 
of more than three billion 
meals to serve struggling 
American families.

Work is underway now 
on a new Fishers fuel center 
at the Marketplace location. 
It is expected to open in the 
spring.

No decisions have been 
made on the future of the 
former store across the 
street.   

of a puzzle, helping them 
dig deeper into historical 
events and stories. They 
also heard about the impor-
tance of oral history, pre-
serving stories to maintain 
facts and family traditions 
for future generations.

The tour included 
hands-on lessons about 
ancestry and tools for dis-
covering one’s roots. The 
girls learned to create oral 
histories and explored the 
library’s digital media labs 
and print lab, which pro-
vide unique resources for 
preserving family stories in 
creative ways. From digi-
tizing old photos to crafting 
multimedia narratives, these 
labs empower visitors to tell 
their family stories in their 
own unique ways.

Tradition of family 
crests & earning badges

As part of their Girl 
Scout journey, the troop 
engaged in an activity de-
signed to help them earn 
their Girl Scout Brownie 
“My Family History” and 
“Family Crest” badges. The 
girls explored the tradition 

of family crests, symbols 
historically used to rep-
resent a family’s identity 
and heritage. Each girl was 
provided with materials to 
take home and design her 
own family crest, incor-
porating colors, symbols, 
and elements that reflected 
her family’s unique values 
and traditions, incorporat-
ing colors, symbols, and 
elements that reflected her 
family’s unique values and 
traditions. This hands-on 
activity encouraged them to 
think about their roots and 
celebrate what makes their 
families special.

To further connect with 
their heritage, the girls re-
ceived supplies to create 
family trees at home, spark-
ing meaningful conversa-
tions about family traditions 

and histories with their 
loved ones. At the end of the 
meeting, the girls were giv-
en an activity to complete at 
home with their loved ones: 
finishing their “My Story 
Tree” and their family crest. 
This take-home project not 
only extended the learning 
experience but also promot-
ed family engagement as the 
girls worked alongside their 
families to uncover and pre-
serve their unique stories.

The Hamilton East Pub-
lic Library’s Crossroads Dis-
covery Station proved to be 
an invaluable resource for 
this exploration of history 
and storytelling. By connect-
ing with Hamilton County’s 
rich historical background, 
the troop was able to see 
how the past shapes the pres-
ent and inspires the future. 

The interactive exhibits, 
digital media labs, and print 
resources offered endless 
possibilities for community 
members of all ages to delve 
into their own histories and 
create meaningful stories.

This experience high-
lights the power of storytell-
ing as a bridge to the past, 
bringing families closer to-
gether and inspiring a deeper 
appreciation for our shared 
heritage. We encourage the 
community to take advan-
tage of this remarkable re-
source to explore their roots, 
preserve their stories, and 
stay connected to Hamilton 
County’s vibrant history. 
The Crossroads Discovery 
Station is a treasure trove of 
tools and knowledge, wait-
ing to inspire the next gener-
ation of storytellers.

kroger
from Page 1
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Photos provided by Kroger
(TOP) Fishers and the Greater Indianapolis area boast a strong sports 
culture, and that was on full display at Wednesday’s ribbon cutting. Mascots 
from the Fishers Tigers, Indiana Pacers, Indy Ignite, Indy Fuel, the Hoosier 
Lottery, and even some folks from Conner Prairie were ready to welcome 
the community to the new Fishers Station Kroger. (ABOVE) Mayor Scott 
Fadness and one of his children joined the Kroger team to cut the ribbon.

Photo provided

https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://www.greenavenue.info/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
http://wstevenscpa.com/
mailto:pbpnoblesville%40gmail.com?subject=Euchre
http://www.humblycourageous.com/
https://www.instagram.com/ashinneman/
https://www.instagram.com/ashinneman/
https://www.secondhelpings.org/corksandforks/
https://www.secondhelpings.org/
https://www.thekrogerco.com/sustainability/zero-hunger-zero-waste/
https://www.thekrogerco.com/sustainability/zero-hunger-zero-waste/
https://www.thekrogerco.com/sustainability/zero-hunger-zero-waste/
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Congratulations to the Noblesville High School (NHS) Thespians on scoring multiple 
championships in acting at this past weekend’s 2025 Indiana Thespians State Conference. NHS 
brought home top awards, including overall first place competition show, state championship 
duet acting (Jack Rachels & Andrew Rivera), best actor (Blake Valentine), best supporting 
actor (Branden Holmes), and best cameo (Devin Ruse). (TOP LEFT) Branden Holmes won Best 
Supporting Actor. (TOP RIGHT) Blake Valentine won Best Actor. (ABOVE) Jack Rachels & Andrew 
Rivera earned the State Champ title for their Duet Acting piece.

Photo provided by Noblesville Schools

Photo by Rob Slaven / IndyGhostLight.comPhoto by Rob Slaven / IndyGhostLight.com

Noblesville thespians bring home
multiple state championships

Emma Friesth of
Fishers makes dean’s 
list at UW-Eau Claire
The REPORTER

The University of Wis-
consin-Eau Claire extends 
congratulations to the stu-
dents named to the fall 2024 
dean’s list. Their academic 
performance has been out-
standing and they are recog-
nized with pride.

Among those students 
is Emma Friesth of Fishers, 
a student in the College of 
Arts and Sciences.

To be eligible for the 
dean’s list, a student must:

• Be in good academic 

standing
• Have a minimum se-

mester grade-point average 
of 3.70

• Have completed at 
least 12 credits during the 
semester, with no incom-
pletes, no courses below the 
100 level, no repeats and no 
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory 
registrations (except in de-
gree credit-bearing cours-
es that are offered only on 
the S/U grading system in 
which a grade of S has been 
earned).

Cana Duckworth of 
Carmel makes Loras 
College dean’s list

The REPORTER
Loras College in 

Dubuque, Iowa, has an-
nounced the names of stu-
dents who achieved dean's 
list status for the 2024 fall 
semester.

Cana Duckworth of 
Carmel is among those stu-
dents.

A student must earn a 
3.5 grade-point average and 
carry a minimum of 12 cred-
it hours to be recognized.

The REPORTER
Metropolitan Youth Bal-

let, 6210 Technology Center 
Drive, Zionsville, will hold 
a Valentine's Family Dance 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 15.

Celebrate the season 
of love with an evening of 
dancing and family fun at 
Metropolitan Youth Ballet's 
Valentine's Family Dance.

• DJ with all the fun 
songs you and your friends 
know and love to dance to

• Learn some sweet 
steps and twirls from our 
special guests

• Exciting games and 

creative craft activities just 
for you

• Sweet snacks to keep 
your energy up for more 
dancing

• A photo booth where 
you can take fun pictures 
with your friends

• Dress to impress – 
think red, pink, hearts, and 
sparkly.

This is a perfect Valen-
tine's event for families with 
kids aged 3 to 12 (all chil-
dren must be accompanied 
by an adult.)

Tickets are $15 per per-
son and can be purchased at 
my-ballet.org/valentines.

Families can celebrate
Valentine’s Day with

Metropolitan Youth Ballet

https://spartz.house.gov/
http://indyghostlight.com/
http://indyghostlight.com/
https://my-ballet.org/valentines/
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Applications now being accepted for 
2025-26 educational scholarships from 

Indiana Donor Network Foundation
The REPORTER

Applications are now 
being accepted for 2025-26 
educational scholarships 
from Indiana donor Net-
work Foundation.

Indiana Donor Network 
Foundation established its 
scholarship fund in 2005 
to provide educational fi-
nancial support for the pur-
suit of higher or continued 
education to immediate 
family members of Indiana 
residents who were organ, 
tissue and cornea donors in 
addition to living donors, 
organ transplant recipients 
and Hoosiers waiting for 
lifesaving transplants.

Indiana Donor Network 
is the federally designated 
organ recovery organiza-
tion that coordinates organ, 
tissue and cornea donation 
in Indiana and transplanta-
tion throughout the U.S. Its 
Foundation was formed in 
1997 when family members 

and friends of donors and 
transplant recipients began 
making memorial and hon-
orary contributions to Indi-
ana Donor Network.

Today, the Foundation 
proactively raises funds to 
support families of donors 
and transplant recipients 
through contributions from 
Indiana Donor Network em-
ployees, the general public 
and various funds, programs 
and special events.

Applications for 2025-
26 scholarships must be 
received online by mid-
night March 17. Interest-
ed candidates can apply at 
indianadonornetwork.
org/scholarships. Eligible 
recipients will be chosen 
and notified in May. Appli-
cants with questions about 
eligibility criteria or the 
application process can call 
888.275.4676 (option 4).

Through scholarships, 
selected recipients help fur-

ther public education about 
organ, tissue and cornea do-
nation and transplantation 
during and after their aca-
demic endeavors.

Last year's recipients in-
cluded Martha Hunter Car-
mel ($8,000), Edith Estridge 
of Chesterton ($6,500), 
Katherine Gaff of Syracuse 
and Halle Mitchell of Jack-
sonville, Florida ($5,000 

each) and Eric Casad of 
Terre Haute ($2,000).

In the past five years, 
Indiana Donor Network 
Foundation has awarded 
$114,000 in scholarships.

Despite age or medical 
history, anyone can sign up 
to be a donor at donateLi-
feIndiana.org. Click here 
to learn more about Indiana 
Donor Network.

donation drive at statehouse
to support veterans in need

By JETT ZWEIGEL
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Indiana House law-
makers on Tuesday helped 
launch a donation drive to 
support veterans in need.

Helping Veterans 
and Families of Indiana 
(HVAF) announced the ef-
fort with lawmakers at the 
Indiana Statehouse. Legis-
lators say the drive looks 
to collect essential food, 
clothing, hygiene items, 
and monetary donations 
through March.

The nonprofit 
says it has been 
working on the 
drive since the 
fire at an apart-
ment proper-
ty operated by 
HVAF displaced 
48 veterans on 
Oct. 26 at 964 N. 
Pennsylvania St., 
Indianapolis.

House Speaker Todd 
Huston, R-Fishers, said at 
the announcement, “Our 
veterans devoted their 
lives to defend our state 

and our country. 
We chose HVAF 
to support the 
Hoosier heroes 
struggling in our 
communities. I 
encourage our 
colleagues in the 
Statehouse and 
all Hoosiers to 
support HVAF 

and our veterans in need 
through this initiative.”

To donate, drop off 
items in donation bins out-
side the House chamber on 
the third floor, and in the 

South Atrium on the fourth 
floor at the Statehouse.

The effort from state 
lawmakers comes after 
I-Team 8 reported in 
November that Indiana al-
lows landlords to refuse to 
accept housing subsidies 
from HVAF clients.

This story was created in 
part from a script aired on 
WISH-TV and was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/news/politics/
donation-drive-at-indiana-
statehouse-to-support-vet-
erans-in-need.

Huston

HOPE Family Care 
Center welcomes new 

executive director
The REPORTER

The Board of HOPE 
Family Care Center, 509 N. 
Peru St., Cicero, announc-
es that Brian J. 
Peters, MBA 
has been named 
HOPE’s new Ex-
ecutive Director.  

Peters will 
help advance and 
sustain HOPE’s 
vital commu-
nity mission of 
providing free 
medical, dental, 
women’s health, counsel-
ing, and related services to 
uninsured, underinsured, 
and medically under-served 
patients from four central 
Indiana counties. He has 
served the healthcare field 
for more than 30 years. His 
experience and accomplish-
ments make him an expert 
in health care operations 
and technology, as well as 
homecare software develop-
ment and implementation.

Michael E. Jenkins, 
founder of HOPE and a 
well-known community 
supporter, has filled the Ex-

ecutive Director 
role on a volun-
teer basis for more 
than 20 years. His 
long commitment 
to HOPE’s mis-
sion has played a 
crucial role in its 
development. The 
people of HOPE 
are deeply indebt-
ed to him for his 

longstanding leadership and 
are sincerely grateful that he 
will continue in his role as 
President of HOPE’s Board 
of Directors.

Jenkins will assist Peters 
in the transition.

HOPE Family Care Cen-
ter is a faith based non-profit 
free health clinic. For more 
information or to ask about 
an appointment, call (317) 
984-3444 or email hfccci-
cero@gmail.com.

Peters

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

Hamilton County 
Reporter

             More News More Sports
. . . and more readers!

Thank you, Hamilton County!
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Hamilton County Veterans Community Page
Hamilton County Veteran 

Service Organizations 
American Legion Posts 
Carmel Post 155  Kim Kilburn 
852 West Main St  Breakfast Sat & Sun 8-12 
Carmel, In 46032     Treasure Hunt Fri 7p 
317-846-0001      Tx Holdem Thurs & Sat 

Cicero Post 341  Tye Anderson 
50 Washington Ave  Treasure Hunt Tues 7p 
Cicero, In 46034  Weekly Draw Su 6p,W 7p 
317-984-4441 Bingo Fri 6p, Weekly Draw 8p 

Fishers Post 470  Pat Menc 
9091 E 126th St Treasure Hunt Fri 8pm $25K 
Fishers, in 46038  
317-842-5944   Breakfast 1st & 3rd Sun 8-11 

Noblesville Post 45  Gil Soria 
273 S 8th St     Fri 645pm Treasure Hunt 
Noblesville, in 46060   Sunday Football Menu 
317-773-9985  Trivia Wednesdays 7pm 

Sheridan Post 67  Tom DeShon 
406 E 10th St       
Sheridan, In 46069 
317-758-5007 
VFW Posts 
Carmel Post 10003  Darin Bibeau 
12863 Old Meridian St 
Carmel, In 46032   Breakfast 2 & 4 Sat 8-11 
317-846-0917    Thurs Treasure Hunt 7pm 

Noblesville Post 6246  Eric Behrends 
654 S 9th St 
Noblesville, In 46060 
317-773-9956 
Non-Profit Veteran Orgs 
Hamilton County Veterans Corp 
P.O. Box 503 
Noblesville, in 46061 
secretary@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 7pm the 1st Monday Monthly at the 
Fishers American Legion. Our website 
https://www.hamiltoncountyveterans.com/  
has 40 pages of resources for our Military 
Veteran community 

Navy Club Ship 29 
Noblesville, In 
president@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 2nd Thurs 630pm at Gingers 1804 
Conner St Noblesville  
Hamilton County Veteran Service 
Officers 
317-776-9610  Hours – 9am-4pm Weekdays 
CVSO – Tom Logan  
Tom.logan@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  
Assistant CVSO – Robin Wilson 
robin.wilson@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Assistant CVSO – Caroline Franz 
caroline.franz@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Admin Assistant – Christina Ellis 
christina.ellis@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

Welcome to the annual Community 
Integration Survey!
This survey aims to understand how 
communities can best support veterans, 
service members, families, and caregivers of 
veterans or military personal to enhance their 
quality of life and prevent veteran suicide. We 
seek your valuable input to improve local 
services and appreciate your participation in 
this important effort.
Who Can Take the Survey?: Veterans and 
service members.  However, family members, 
caregivers, and community advocates may 
participate.
Click here to take the survey - 
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8145625/IW
P2025 
America's Warrior Partnership is 
administering this survey in partnership with 
community-based organizations and we need 
your input.

Hamilton County Military Veteran 
FREE PGA HOPE Golf for Veterans at Barla Golf 

Academy in Noblesville - Sign Up NOW! 

 

========================================
NAMI Indiana Presents Operation: 

Homefront- Mondays Feb 3 to Mar 10, 1pm
NAMI Indiana is excited to start our first two 
Homefront Classes. Homefront is a 6-session 

education program for families, caregivers, and 
friends of Military Service Members and Veterans 

who experience symptoms of a mental health 
condition; offered free of charge to participants.

Classes are February 3-March 10 Mondays at 1300 
and March 4- April 8 Tuesdays at 1800

Register at https://forms.gle/tN6oS3CZfHVTtJso6

David Hudson
NAMI Indiana

Military & Veteran Support Program Manager
dhudson@namiindiana.org

C: (765) 686-2087
www.namiindiana.org

https://www.namiindiana.org/programs/nami-
homefront

====================================== 
Join the Indy Vet Center for “The Weekly 

Grind” Every Thursday 10am-noon 

 
We are starting a new coffee time open to ALL 

veterans weekly here at the Vet Center.
This is not counselor led or directed in anyway, it is 

just an open invitation to have some coffee with 
your community.

Starting February 6th and every Thursday afterwards 
from 10am till 12pm (noon)
Located at the Vet Center

6330 West 71st St
Indianapolis, IN 46278

317-423-1680

Christina Owens
Veteran Outreach Program Specialist

Indianapolis Vet Center
317-749-9357- Cell

317-423-1685- direct
317-423-1680- main

6330 W 71st St
Indianapolis, IN 46278 

Activities & Events 
is hosting an Online Virtual 
Military Career Day

that focuses on recruiting Veterans and their spouses. 
It offers a unique platform to connect with Amazon’s 
recruiters:
- Online booths for employers
- Live chat sessions with candidates
- Informational webinars on military-to-civilian career 
transitions
- Resume review services and much more!

Register to Join us online to find your dream job at 
Amazon:
- Date: Thursday, February 6, 2025
- Time: 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM PST
- Registration Link: https://bit.ly/49Um33O
We believe that veterans and military spouses bring 
invaluable skills, discipline, and diverse experiences to 
the workforce. Please register at the link above. If you 
have any questions or need additional information, 
don't hesitate to reach out to Darren Patterson, 
Regional Partnerships Manager -    
pattedar@amazon.com 303-596-6181  
amazon.com/hourlyjobsnearme 
Work hard. Have fun. Make history.
====================================== 

 
NARCAN Training Feb 12, 6-730pm 

Juvenile Svcs Ctr 18106 Cumberland Rd 

 
====================================== 
 
American Legion & VFW Bar & Restaurant Hours 
Carmel Legion  
    M-T 3-10pm, W 10a-10p, Th-F 10a-11p, Sa 8-11p,      
    Su 8a-8p. Restaurant –Breakfast Sa Su 8a-12p,  
    Lunch W-F 11a-2p, Dinner Tu-F 5-8p 
Carmel VFW  
    Su-Sa 11a-11p. Restaurant - Breakfast 2nd & 4th Sa   
    8a-11a, Lunch 11a-2p & food service till 8p daily 
Cicero Legion  
    M-Th 3-10p, F-Sa 12-11p, Su 12-10p.  
    Restaurant Tu, W, F 4-8pm, Public P/U Tu-W, F  
    eat in or carry out 
Fishers Legion  
    M 3-10p, Tu-Su12-10pm or when empty.        
    Restaurant Breakfast 1st&3rd Sun 8-12, Food 
    Served Su, Tu, W, Th, F 12-8p, Sa 12-5p 
Noblesville Legion  
    M-Th 11a-10p, F11a-12p, Sa 12p-12a, Su 12p-8p 
    Restaurant M 6-8pm wings, Tu-F 530-830p,  
    Sat 9/14, 9/21, 9/28, 10/12 Breakfast 730-930a 
    Dinner 530-830p, Su 12-8p 
Noblesville VFW  
    M-Th 11a-10p, F 11a-12a, Sa 12p-12a, Su 12p-8p 
    Restaurant M-F 6-9p 
Sheridan Legion  
    M 3-9p, Tu-Th 11-9p, F Sa 11-10p, Su 1-6p
    Restaurant Lunch Tu-F 11a-2p, food service till close  

Tuesdays at Pasto

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

1/2 price appetizers  
AND $2 off specialty cocktails

Dine-In Only On Any Tuesday

Catering: PastoItalianoWestfield@gmail.com
3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield



6 News

BIDDING OPENS: Friday, Jan. 17th @ 3pm
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, Feb. 1st @ 6pm

PREVIEW DAY:  Thursday, Jan. 30th from Noon - 6pm
PICK-UP DAYS: Monday, February 3rd from Noon -6pm

Tuesday, February 4th from Noon - 6pm
Ford 351 Windsor Motor ; (Completely Re-Built); 1998 2-Axle Trailer; 2007 Quality Utility Trailer; 2019 Cargo Mate 
Utility Trailer; Morgan Dollars, Proof Sets & Coins, Casino Tokens; Hoosier Lottery & Gambling Items, Pacers & Sports 
Collectibles; Elvis Presley, Harley-Davidson, Signs, Advertising, Jewelry; Depression Glass, Antiques & Uniques; NEW 
Small Appliances, Kitchen, Canning Jars, Household & Furniture; Salt & Pepper Shakers, Cast Iron, China, Mirrors & 
Decor, Avon; Frigidaire Side by Side, Electronics, Cameras, Soft Goods, Longaberger; Crocks & Pottery, Toys, Dolls, 
Comic Books, Leather Jackets; Mounted Buck, Hornets Nests, Outdoor Patio Furniture; Hand Tools & Tool Boxes, 
Power & Woodworking Tools; Air Compressors, Ladders, Weldmate 100 Portable Welder; Electrical Box Lots, 3-Phase 
Lathe, Industrial Pedestal Bench Grinder; Mi-T-M Hot Water Pressure Washer; Chicago Electric 3-1/2 Gallon Parts 
Washer; Fimco 60-Gallon Sprayer, Stihl 250 Chainsaw, Yard Carts & Utility Trailers; Flat-Bottom John Boat & Fishing 
Gear; (2) 8’ x 12’ Storage Sheds, Shelving & Storage Cabinets, Totes
To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

ON-LINE ONLY PUBLIC AUCTION
Combined Personal Property

with Charlie & Gwen Wilburn

How the Braun administration 
has taken aim at Medicaid

By TIM SPEARS
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Critics say Gov. Mike 
Braun’s steps to get a han-
dle on Indiana’s ballooning 
Medicaid budget limits in-
formation for potential cli-
ents while increasing regu-
lations for current enrollees. 

Medicaid is public-
ly-funded health insurance 
for people with low in-
comes. 

More than one in four 
people in Indiana, nearly 
two million Hoosiers, rely 
on some form of Medic-
aid. Indiana has struggled 
to handle Medicaid financ-
es, leading to a $1 billion 
shortfall in 2023. While the 
federal government pays 
for about two-thirds of In-
diana’s total Medicaid bud-
get, some worry Congress 
could cut funding. 

The Braun-appointed 

Secretary of the 
Family and Social 
Services Admin-
istration Mitch 
Roob has:

• Ordered 
health plan pro-
viders to stop ad-
vertising Med-
icaid programs 
on television and 
radio.

• Increased Medicaid el-
igibility checks from once a 
year to once a quarter.

• Promised to “further 
constrain Medicaid eligibil-
ity.”

Consulting firm Miller 
Kaplan estimates the adver-
tising directive could cost 
Indiana businesses mil-
lions this year alone. Health 
advocates worry the new 
directives will cause more 
people to go uninsured, 
leading to higher health 
care costs.

State Rep. Ed 
Delaney (D-In-
dianapolis) ques-
tioned whether 
the Braun ad-
min i s t r a t i on ’s 
decision to stop 
advertisements 
is an attempt to 
keep people un-
informed about 

their benefits, describing it 
as “trying to shrink the pool 
[of recipients] by shrinking 
information.”

On Wednesday, Gov. 
Braun signed an executive 
order directing the FSSA 
to audit Medicaid expendi-
tures “to root out inefficien-
cies and misuse of taxpayer 
dollars.”

When asked about the 
steps taken on Medicaid, 
Braun called it “a broken 
program.” saying Congress 
needs to “do a better job at 
running it as opposed to in-

viting more people to come 
onto it.” Braun’s Chief of 
Staff Josh Kelley claimed 
there’s no attempt to re-
duce the number of people 
enrolled in Medicaid.

Roob has also said he 
would endorse sB2, which 
would add a 20-hour work 
requirement to enroll in the 
Healthy Indiana Plan (HIP), 
cap coverage to 36 months, 
and limit enrollment “to the 
amount sustained by the 
appropriation or 500,000.” 
HIP enrollment is currently 
forecast to total more than 
700,000 Hoosiers in FY 
2026.

Information to apply for 
Medicaid coverage can be 
found here.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/news/politics/
how-the-braun-adminis-
tration-has-taken-aim-at-
medicaid.

Braun

don’t miss these great events at allied 
solutions Center for the Performing arts

The REPORTER
Tickets are available 

now for these upcoming 
events at The Center for the 
Performing Arts in Carm-
el. Just go to TheCenter-
Presents.org or call (317) 
843-3800.

The Warren Haynes 
Band: Million Voices 

Whisper Tour
8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 14

The Palladium
Printing Partners 

Encore Series
Tickets from $36

Grammy-winning artist 
Warren Haynes is a prolific 
songwriter, producer and 
one of the most formidable 
guitarists and vocalists of 
the modern era. As a solo 
artist and member of the All-
man Brothers Band, Gov’t 
Mule, and the Dead, he has 
built a reputation as a trea-
sured storyteller. Haynes’ 
new solo album, Million 

Voices Whisper, debuted at 
No. 1 on Billboard’s Blues 
Albums Chart and features 
guest appearances by Lu-
kas Nelson, Jamey Johnson, 
and former Allman Brothers 
bandmate Derek Trucks. 
His touring band includes 
longtime drummer Terence 
Higgins (Dirty Dozen Brass 
Band), Gov’t Mule bassist 
Kevin Scott, keyboardist 
Matt Slocum, and saxo-
phonist Greg Osby.

Folsom Prison 
Experience: Legendary 

1968 Johnny Cash 
Concert

8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 15
The Palladium

Katz, Sapper & Miller 
Pop/Rock Series
Tickets from $25

The iconic 1968 live 
album At Folsom Prison 
made Johnny Cash a cross-
over superstar, defying con-
ventions and leaving a last-

ing legacy. Now audiences 
can relive the unforgettable 
day of Jan. 13, 1968, as 
Folsom Prison Experience 

takes the stage with an im-
mersive tribute that merges 
live concert, stage drama 
and audience participation 

to bring you into the heart of 
Cash's musical journey. The 
cast is led by co-writer Jay 
Ernest and his tribute band, 

Church of Cash. Other char-
acters include June Carter, 
Carl Perkins and the Statler 
Brothers.

Photo provided
Accomplished guitarist and vocalist Warren Haynes will play The Palladium on Feb. 14.

Two counterfeit shipments 
worth over $5M stopped 

by Indianapolis CBP
Submitted

With Valentine’s Day 
approaching, U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection 
(CBP) warns consumers to 
make sure they’re getting 
their loved ones the real deal 
instead of knock-off goods.

On two days last week, 
CBP officers in Indianap-
olis seized two shipments 
containing 2,172 pieces of 
rings, brooches, bracelets, 
charms, necklaces, and ear-
rings bearing luxury design-
er’s protected trademarks. 
The items were deemed to 
be counterfeit by CBP’s 
Centers of excellence and 
expertise, the agency’s 
trade experts.

Both shipments were 
from China and arrived 
on Jan. 21 and 23. When 
CBP officers examined the 
shipments to determine the 
admissibility of the goods, 
they found, in total, 1,439 
charms with Tiffany and 
Co. logos, 496 rings bear-
ing Cartier and Van Cleef 
and Arpels logos, 124 
bracelets displaying the 
logos of Cartier, Chanel, 
and Juste Un, 64 necklaces 
with Chanel and Van Cleef 
and Arpels logos, 31 pen-
dants bearing Van Cleef 
and Arpels logos, 12 pairs 
of earrings with Van Cleef 
and Arpels and Chanel lo-
gos, and six Brooches with 
Chanel logos.

The items were seized 
for infringing on the design-
er’s protected trademarks. 
Had the items been genuine 
the combined Manufactur-
er’s Suggested Retail Price 
for these products would 
have been $5.2 million.

“This is just another 
example of the work our 
officers do to protect con-
sumers and the U.S. econ-
omy,” said LaFonda D. 
Sutton-Burke, Director, 
Field Operations-Chicago 
Field Office. “As consum-
ers increasingly purchase 
merchandise from online 
or third-party vendors, our 
officers are at the frontline 
guarding against violative 
individuals and entities ex-
pecting to make money by 
selling fake merchandise.”

CBP recommends con-
sumers recognize the red 
flags to look for when shop-
ping for loved ones on Val-
entine’s Day this year by:

• Purchasing goods di-
rectly from the trademark 
holder, original manufac-
turer, or from authorized 
retailers.

• Educating yourself on 
prices of legitimate goods. 
If the item is priced well 
below fair market value, the 
likelihood is higher that the 
merchandise being consid-
ered for purchase is coun-
terfeit. If a price seems too 

good to be true, then it prob-
ably is.

• Staying away from 
web sites that do not offer 
customer service contact 
information, return policies, 
and legitimate phone num-
bers.

• Reviewing CBP’s 
E-Commerce Counterfeit 
Awareness Guide for Con-
sumers for more detailed 
information.

The illicit trafficking 
of counterfeit goods offers 
criminals a complementa-
ry source of income and a 
way through which they 
can launder money. Addi-
tionally, monies received 
from the sale of counterfeit 
products can be channeled 
towards the further produc-
tion of fake goods or other 
illicit activities. Additional-
ly, counterfeiting is a huge-
ly profitable business, with 
criminals relying on the 
continued high demand for 
cheap goods coupled with 
low production costs.

CBP provides basic 
import information about 
admissibility requirements 
and the clearance process 
for e-commerce goods and 
encourages buyers to con-
firm that their purchases 
and the importation of those 
purchases comply with 
state and federal import reg-
ulations.

CBP has established 
an educational initiative to 
raise consumer awareness 
about the consequences and 
dangers often associated 
with the purchase of coun-
terfeit and pirated goods. 
Information about the Truth 
Behind Counterfeits public 
awareness campaign can 
be found at cbp.gov/Fake 
Goodsrealdangers.

Every year, CBP seiz-
es millions of counter-
feit goods from countries 
around the world as part of 
its mission to protect U.S. 
businesses and consumers. 
These goods include fake 
versions of popular prod-
ucts, such as smartphones 
and related accessories, 
electronics, apparel, shoes, 
cosmetics, and high-end 
luxury goods, as well as 
goods posing significant 
health and safety concerns, 
such as counterfeit pharma-
ceuticals, bicycle and mo-
torcycle helmets, medical 
devices, supplements and 
other consumables. Sold 
online and in stores, coun-
terfeit goods hurt the U.S. 
economy, cost Americans 
their jobs, threaten consum-
er health and safety, and 
fund criminal activity.

Visit the National IPr 
Coordination Center for 
more information about 
IPR including counterfeit-
ing and piracy.

Local News. Local Sports. Local Views. Local Events.
This is Hamilton County’s Hometown Newspaper.
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Noblesville begins project to enhance 
& celebrate downtown’s character

The REPORTER
The City of Noblesville 

announced on Wednesday 
it is beginning final design 
of a project called Embrace 
Downtown, which city offi-
cials say will substantially 
benefit downtown busi-
nesses, their customers, and 
residents.

The project team re-
ceived a substantial 
amount of input and feed-
back when the project was 
initiated beginning in 2020, 
and has a head start in the 
design phase for Embrace 
Downtown, which will in-
clude critical infrastructure 
and beautification upgrades 
to the downtown area. At 
this time, project phasing 
is under review and will be 
determined later this year. 
The design of the project’s 
first phase will be complet-
ed in 2025, and construc-
tion on the first phase is 
expected to be completed 
in 2026.

“Noblesville has ex-
perienced positive growth 

over the past 30 
years since the 
last significant 
downtown in-
frastructure im-
provements were 
made,” Mayor 
Chris Jensen said. 
“We are excited 
to address these 
needs, while add-
ing beautification elements. 
We have seen several revi-
talization efforts throughout 
Noblesville, and Embrace 
Downtown will add ele-
ments to promote an en-
vironment that supports a 
vibrant and healthy down-
town economy.”

Improvements as part 
of the project will enhance 
pedestrian safety and mo-

bility. Beautifica-
tion elements will 
keep downtown 
Noblesville as 
an attractive and 
welcoming place 
to eat, shop, and 
live, providing 
more opportuni-
ties for visitors to 
remain downtown 

for longer periods.
The project design team, 

with extensive experience 
in phasing construction to 
minimize disruptions, will 
actively communicate with 
downtown businesses to 
reduce construction impact. 
City officials are imple-
menting a communications 
plan that includes multiple 
opportunities for stakehold-

ers to share their opinions, 
from regular office hours to 
digital communications and 
a social media effort.

In the coming months, 
city officials will share more 
from local business owners 
on the importance of Em-
brace Downtown and the 
benefits it will provide to 
the city’s historic core.

People interested in Em-
brace Downtown are en-
couraged to visit embrace-
downtownNoblesville.
com to learn more about the 
project. To learn more about 
the project, you can also 
follow the project on X and 
Facebook. A video featur-
ing Mayor Jensen announc-
ing the project is available 
on youTube.

Jensen
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sTar Bank names Jenifer Porter & 
alicia Lynch as Market Managers

The REPORTER
STAR Bank announced 

Tuesday the promotions of 
Jenifer Porter and Alicia 
Lynch to the role of Mar-
ket Managers as part of 
the bank’s new expanded 
model, recognizing their 
significant contributions to 
the bank's success. 

“I’m thrilled to roll out 
the Market Manager posi-
tion to both our North and 
South regions,” said Mike 
Wallace, President of Re-
tail Banking for STAR. 
“This position will allow 
for teams to continue to fo-
cus on growth while deliv-
ering relevant products to 
our customer base. I have 
no doubt that the individu-
als selected for the position 
will see continued success. 

Porter has been with 
STAR for 17 years and has 
served most recently as the 
Training Branch Manager. 
She is passionate about 

training, motivat-
ing and inspiring 
people to do their 
best. During her 
tenure, she has 
served custom-
ers at the five 
branches in the 
Indianapolis re-
gion. She will 
now oversee 
STAR’s Monu-
ment Circle, Me-
ridian, Harrison 
Center, Zions-
ville, and Green-
field branches. 

Lynch has 
been with STAR 
for over 22 years 
and most recent-
ly served as the 
Market Manager 
in the Anderson market. 
She is a graduate of In-
diana University Kelley 
School of Business and is 
looking forward to work-
ing in Hamilton County as 

she will oversee 
the bank’s No-
blesville, West-
field, Olio Road, 
96th Street, and 
Carmel branches. 

“It’s always 
rewarding to see 
talent grow from 
within and to 
have the oppor-
tunity to recog-
nize and elevate 
our team mem-
bers into leader-
ship roles,” said 
Amanda Ru-
beck, senior re-
tail sales officer 
at STAR. “Their 
outstanding con-
tributions, lead-
ership and ded-

ication have significantly 
impacted STAR Bank. I 
look forward to the suc-
cess, collaboration and in-
novation they will bring in 
the future.” 

At STAR, the Market 
Manager is responsible 
for the overall retail sales 
within a market, including 
daily sales, service, and op-
erations for a full-service 
bank branch as well as cus-
tomer solutions support. 
Market Managers serve in 
multiple branch roles to ac-
complish objectives. 

About STAR 
Financial Bank

STAR Financial Bank, 
headquartered in Fort 
Wayne, is committed to 
delivering quality financial 
expertise and distinctive 
banking solutions to exceed 
customer expectations. In 
addition, STAR Private Ad-
visory offers private bank-
ing, investment, and fidu-
ciary services. STAR has 
grown to nearly $3 billion in 
assets with locations across 
central and northeast Indi-
ana. For more information, 
visit starfinancial.com.

Porter

Lynch

HaNd announces transition to 
self-manage its rental properties
Submitted

HAND, the Hamilton 
County-based nonprof-
it dedicated to providing 
quality affordable hous-
ing options, announced 
Tuesday that it will begin 
self-managing its 157 rent-
al units by March 31. This 
significant step reflects 
HAND’s ongoing commit-
ment to delivering the high-
est level of service and care 
for its residents. 

Approved by HAND’s 
Board of Directors in Oc-
tober, the decision to bring 
property management in-
house marks a transforma-
tive moment for the orga-
nization. HAND has been 
collaborating closely with 
local partners and its cur-
rent third-party property 
manager, Herron Property 
Management, to ensure a 
seamless transition. 
Why self-management?

The decision reflects 

HAND’s commitment to 
enhancing oversight and 
ensuring a high level of 
responsiveness to resident 
needs. By taking direct 
control, HAND can better 
align its operations with its 
mission and values, pro-
viding the service its resi-
dents deserve. 

“When we build a 
rental property, we think 
about who will live there 
and what non-housing re-
sources they might need to 
improve their situations,” 
HAND Executive Director 
Andrea Davis said. “Taking 
over property management 
will allow us to close that 
loop and ensure that resi-
dents’ needs are being met, 
both in their homes and in 
the broader community.” 

Expanding the 
HAND team

As part of this transition, 
HAND is expanding its 
team and is currently inter-

viewing candidates for key 
positions. These new roles 
will enhance HAND’s abil-
ity to bring creative solu-
tions to affordable housing. 
Under the new structure, 
HAND will be better posi-
tioned to:

• Provide proactive resi-
dent support

• Ensure effective man-
agement and compliance

• Strengthen financial 
oversight and accountability 

What’s next?
The transition process, 

currently underway, in-
cludes extensive planning 
and staff training to equip 
HAND’s team with the 
tools and expertise required 
to manage its 11 affordable 
rental communities com-
prising 157 units. As a trust-
ed housing provider, HAND 
will uphold its mission to 
create thriving communities 
and equitable housing op-
tions for all. 

“Our residents are at 
the heart of everything 
we do,” Davis said. “This 
transition is about aligning 
our operations with our 
values. We are excited to 
take this step forward and 
continue building a bright-
er future for the communi-
ties we serve.” 

For more information 
about HAND’s expansion 
into property management 
or to learn more about its 
mission and work, visit 
handincorporated.org.

About HAND
Established in 2003, 

HAND is a nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to 
providing quality afford-
able housing options and 
advocating for housing di-
versity. HAND owns and 
manages affordable rental 
properties in Hamilton, 
Boone, and Tipton coun-
ties, offering homes where 
residents can thrive.

Have a Bank of America 
card? You can visit two
area museums for free

The REPORTER
Bank of America, Mer-

rill, and Bank of America 
Private Bank cardhold-
ers offer ways to get out 
and learn about the world 
around them with free gen-
eral admission to local cul-
tural attractions with Muse-
ums on Us.

The program provides 
bank credit and debit card-
holders free general admis-
sion to some of America’s 
favorite museums and cul-
tural institutions. As part of 
Museums on Us, more than 
225 of the country’s most 
prominent cultural institu-
tions welcome bank card-
holders in for free on the first 
full weekend of each month.

This weekend – Sat-
urday, Feb. 1 and Sunday, 
Feb. 2 – two area museums 
will participate in the Muse-
ums on Us program:

• Conner Prairie Mu-
seum, 13400 Allisonville 
Road, Fishers

• Indianapolis Museum 
of Art at Newfields, 4000 
N. Michigan Road, India-
napolis

For more information 
about Museums on Us, 
including access to a full 
list and locations of par-
ticipating museums while 
on-the-go, please click 
here. Register for email 
notifications about Bank 
of America’s Arts & Cul-
ture programs here.

Emagine offers sweet deals 
to celebrate Valentine’s Day
The REPORTER

Emagine Noblesville 
wants to celebrate Val-
entine’s Day with you. 
Throughout the month of 
February, Emagine will offer 
guests multiple sweet deals 
to help say “I love you.”

Drink specials
All month long, Emag-

ine will feature the Cupcake 
Moscato Movies Drink at 
the bar.
Membership specials

During the entire month 
of February, all new Emag-
ine Extras Memberships 

are only $10. With a new 
Extra’s Rewards Member-
ship guests will earn points 
to be redeemed for con-
cessions or movie tickets, 
free parking, free popcorn 
upon signing up and on 
Tuesdays, no service fees 
when booking online, free 
movie ticket on your birth-
day, exclusive invites to 
screenings and events, and 
priority notifications.

Emagine Noblesville 
is located at 13825 Norell 
Road in Hamilton County 
Center.

ATC warns of alarming trend 
in illegal sale of nitrous oxide
The REPORTER

The Indiana Alcohol 
and Tobacco Commission 
(ATC) issued notice Mon-
day to over 8,200 
tobacco sellers 
throughout the 
state, warn-
ing them 
about the 
illegal sale 
of nitrous 
oxide.

“It is ille-
gal in Indiana 
to sell nitrous oxide 
for the purposes of intoxi-
cation, and Indiana State 
Excise Police have discov-
ered an alarming trend of 
this activity among certain 
gas stations, convenience 
stores, smoke shops, and 
tobacco/vaping businesses 
throughout the state,” ATC 
Executive Director Jessica 
Allen said.

Pursuant to Indiana 
Code §35-46-6-3, a person 
who knowingly or inten-
tionally uses or distributes 
nitrous oxide with the in-
tent to cause a condition 
of intoxication, euphoria, 
excitement, exhilaration, 
stupefaction, or dulling 
of the senses of another 
person commits a Class B 
misdemeanor (unless used 
for medical purposes). 
However, the offense is a 
Class A misdemeanor if the 
person has a prior unrelated 
conviction.

To date, 18 Indiana to-
bacco certificate holders 
have been cited for this il-
legal activity and some of 
their employees have been 
referred for criminal pros-
ecution.

“We’re seeing some 
sellers hiding the nitrous 
oxide tanks and only of-
fering them for sale upon 
request and selling nitrous 
oxide tanks with no addi-
tional culinary items such 
as whipping cream,” warns 
Superintendent Matt Stritt-
matter of the Indiana State 
Excise Police.

Superintendent Stritt-

matter said some of these 
sellers are also giving cus-
tomers, including minors, 
instructions on how to use 

a nitrous oxide tank 
for the purposes 

of intoxication. 
Excise also 
found some 
of the nitrous 
oxide prod-
ucts even 

appear to con-
tain certain fla-

vors such as blue 
raspberry, cotton can-

dy, and watermelon.
While commonly used 

in clinical settings as a sed-
ative or anesthetic, nitrous 
oxide is also used to make 
whipped cream. This makes 
the substance readily acces-
sible to use it recreationally 
to get high or intoxicated. 

When inhaled for rec-
reational purposes, nitrous 
oxide can cause side effects 
including, but not limited 
to, blurred vision, dizzi-
ness, dissociation, disori-
entation, loss of balance, 
impaired memory and 
cognition, numbness, and 
weakness in the legs. In 
large amounts, nitrous ox-
ide can cause a lack of ox-
ygen amongst users which 
may lead to loss of blood 
pressure, fainting, heart at-
tack, and even death.

“Not only are these 
products risky to store and 
when used to become in-
toxicated, but they are also 
extremely costly to dispose 
of,” Allen said. 

Allen estimates that 
cost could amount to $1 
million by 2026 if the trend 
continues.

The ATC encourages the 
public to submit anonymous 
tips or complaints about this 
matter to Indiana state ex-
cise Police or their local law 
enforcement agency. 

For a copy of the letter 
issued to tobacco sellers 
throughout Indiana today, 
and photos of nitrous oxide 
containers seized for evi-
dence, click here.

Thanks for reading
The REPORTER!

For more news, visit
ReadTheReporter.com
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8 Obituaries

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to
send obituaries to obits@readThereporter.com.

Today’s BiBle Reading
The TenT oF meeTing

Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it 
outside the camp some distance away, calling it 
the “tent of meeting.” Anyone inquiring of the 
Lord would go to the tent of meeting outside 
the camp. And whenever Moses went out to 
the tent, all the people rose and stood at the 
entrances to their tents, watching Moses until 
he entered the tent. As Moses went into the 
tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and 
stay at the entrance, while the Lord spoke with 
Moses. Whenever the people saw the pillar of 
cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, they 
all stood and worshiped, each at the entrance to 
their tent. The Lord would speak to Moses face 
to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then Moses 
would return to the camp, but his young aide 
Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.

moses and The gLory oF The Lord

Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling 
me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me 
know whom you will send with me. You have 
said, ‘I know you by name and you have found 
favor with me.’ If you are pleased with me, teach 
me your ways so I may know you and continue to 
find favor with you. Remember that this nation is 
your people.”

The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with 
you, and I will give you rest.”

Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence 
does not go with us, do not send us up from 
here. How will anyone know that you are 
pleased with me and with your people unless 
you go with us? What else will distinguish me 
and your people from all the other people on 
the face of the earth?”

Exodus 33:7-16 (NIV)

Carol Beth Wild
June 28, 1955 – January 26, 2025

Carol Beth Wild, 69, Noblesville, passed away on Sun-
day, January 26, 2025, at IU Saxony in 
Fishers. She was born on June 28, 1955, 
to Eugene and Dorothy (Bir) Houston in 
Lafayette, Ind.

Carol was a teacher and admin-
istrator at the Indiana School for the 
Deaf. She liked golfing, walking, trav-
eling, and going to the beach. Carol en-
joyed going to thrift stores and having 
lunch with her son, Scott. She loved 

going on sister retreats. Mary Rhea was Carol’s life partner, 
business partner, and a sister to Carol’s family. Carol was 
an ordained minister with The Church Within. She was an 
active member of the Snow White Club.

She is survived by her son, Scott Wild; companion, 
Mary Rhea; siblings, Edward (Mary Jane) Houston of Del-
phi, Ind., Beverly Chadwick of Westfield, Susan (Mike) 
Marchetti of Carmel, Kenneth (Carolyn) Houston of Mon-
ticello, Ind., Nancy (Bill) Creech of Plymouth, Ind., Ronald 
(Micky) Houston of Lafayette, Ind., Brian (Kate) Houston 
of Monticello, Ind., Sandy (Greg) Johnson of Monticello, 
Ind., and Lori (Bill) Cheever of Monticello, Ind.; grand-
children, Josiah Rhea and Grace Allee; and many nieces, 
nephews, and cousins.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by 
her sisters, Judith Houston Guingrich-Claypool and Barba-
ra Houston Vanderate; brothers, Michael Houston and Da-
vid Houston; and brother-in-law, Burton Chadwick.

Services will be held at 3 p.m. Sunday, February 2, 
2025, at Randall & Roberts Funeral Center, 1685 Westfield 
Road, Noblesville, with Pastor Andy Marshall officiating. 
Visitation will be from 1 p.m. to the time of service at the 
funeral home.

Memorial contributions may be made to Ignite Center, 
698 N. 10th St., Noblesville, IN 46060 (ignitetransform.
org) or Indiana School for the Deaf, 1200 E. 42nd St., Indi-
anapolis, IN 46205 (deafhoosiers.com).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Bettylou Walton Boone
November 19, 1924 – January 28, 2025

Bettylou Walton Boone, beloved mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother, passed away 
peacefully on the evening of January 
28, 2025, after reaching the incredi-
ble milestone of 100 years old. She 
was a woman of unwavering strength, 
kindness, and determination, whose 
warmth and love touched the lives of 
all who knew her.

Born and raised in Noblesville, 
Bettylou carried the values of hard 

work, generosity, and resilience with her throughout her 
life. She and her late husband, Herbert “Herbie” Boone, 
were devoted in their faith and never missed church on Sun-
day. Throughout her long and dedicated career, she worked 
at Firestone and Riverview Hospital, always bringing her 
strong work ethic and caring nature to everything she did.

Bettylou is survived by her three children, Ann (Hen-
ry) Ostrom, Craig (Marie) Boone, and Jeff (Teresa) Boone; 
her daughter-in-law, Toni Boone; her cherished grandchil-
dren, Kim (Kenny) Watson, Kris (Bryan) Grinstead, Josh 
(Steffani) Boone, Michael (Amanda) Ostrom, Ali (Evan) 
Schwartz, Taylor (Elliot) Ostrom, Jordan Boone, Jean-
Luc (Brandie) Boone, and Chloe Boone; and her treasured 
great-grandchildren, Nathan (Kaylyn) Watson, Natalie 
(Alex) Watson Barnett, Nicolette Watson, Nash Watson, 
Nora Privett, Kinley Privett, Abigail Ostrom, Henry Os-
trom, Karis Ostrom, and Wesley Boone. She was preced-
ed in death by daughter Janice Boone and grandson Ryan 
Boone. Her legacy lives on in the love and memories she 
created with each of them.

A lover of German Shepherds named Jill, coffee, and 
all things blue, Bettylou found joy in the challenge of a 
good crossword puzzle and carried an indomitable spirit 
that made her believe she could do anything. She had a re-
nowned sweet tooth, never passing up a chance to enjoy 
a delicious treat, and was an accidental collector of clip-
boards, somehow always acquiring more than she ever 
needed. She loved yard work almost as much as she hated 
housework and you never encountered her without hear-
ing music playing in the background and the smell of fresh 
coffee. Those who had the privilege of knowing her will 
remember her sweet laugh, quiet resilience, and the way 
she made everyone feel welcomed and valued.

She will be deeply missed but forever remembered with 
love. Visitations to honor her life will be held from 4 to 
6 p.m. Sunday, February 2 at Hartley Funeral Home, 209 
W. Jackson St., Cicero, and from noon to 2 p.m. Monday, 
February 3 at Noblesville First United Methodist Church, 
2051 Monument St., with a funeral service immediately 
following. Burial will take place at Crownland Cemetery 
in Noblesville.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be 
made to the Red Cross in honor of Bettylou and Herbie, 
who dedicated their time to volunteering with the organi-
zation. To celebrate her love of all things blue, the family 
invites attendees to wear blue in her honor.

Rest in peace, Bettylou. Your kindness, love, and sweet 
spirit will continue to shine in the hearts of those you’ve 
left behind.

NOTICe OF aBaNdONed VeHICLe
Honda Shadow motorcycle
If not claimed, vehicle will be towed at owners expense.
Vehicle is located at 3214 E. Thompson Rd., Indianapolis, IN 46227

R5584 1/22, 1/23, 1/24, 1/25, 1/27, 1/29 , 1/30, 1/21, 2/1, 2/3/25

— PUBLIC NOTICE —

Meeting Notice
The Fall Creek Township Board and Trustee will meet to discuss adop-

tion of the 2024 annual report at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 6, 2025, in the 
Community Room at the Fall Creek Township Trustee’s Office, 11595 
Brooks School Road, Fishers.

hamiLTon 
counTy 

reporTer
Contact Information

email
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Web address
ReadTheReporter.com

Publisher stu Clampitt
765-365-2316

subscription Inquiries
Subscribe@ReadTheReporter.com

765-585-9519

advertising & Public Notices
Ads@ReadTheReporter.com

765-365-2316

sports editor richie Hall
Sports@ReadTheReporter.com

Twitter: @Richie_Hall

Mailing address
136 S. 9th St., Suite 12
Noblesville, IN  46060

SOLD! NEW LISTING/
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NEW LISTING!

109 Lake Terrace 
Court
Noblesville 

ON THE WATER!

Immaculate lake house on Morse 
Reservoir. 3 BR, 2.5 BA, two living 
spaces, gas fireplace, kitchen with 

2 pantries. All appliances included. 
Listed at $659,900

Adorable 4 BR, 2.5 BA brick home on 
.38 acres in Fishers. Updated kitchen 

with granite counters, farm sink, 
stainless appliances. Updated HVAC. 

Listed at $344,900

1940 Nantucket 
Drive

Cicero 

67 Apple Tree
Circle

Fishers 

Two-story home in Prairie Crossing. 
Lot borders the golf course. 4 BR,  
2.5 BA home has many updates. 
Mature trees and landscaping. 

Listed at $354,900

18794 Prairie 
Crossing Drive

Noblesville 

The Deakyne Team REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS
“Speak 

to Deak!” www.speaktodeak.com
317.695.6032  Jennifer  | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer

Charming home situated in Country 
Lake Estates with no HOA!  Over  
3,000 square feet  including 4 BR,  
2.5 BA and a finished basement. 

Listed at $424,900
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The REPORTER
Purdue wrestler Domi-

nic Burgett learned some-
thing important at a young 
age: surround yourself with 
good people.

The Boilermakers red-
shirt freshman had a suc-
cessful high school career 
at Hamilton Southeastern 
and is still in the begin-
ning phases of his college 
journey. Reporter sports 
contributor Dwight Casler 
and his daughter Maelei 
Casler (serving as interpret-
er) caught up with Burgett 
on Jan. 17 during Purdue’s 
dual meet with Indiana, 
where he talked about how 
wrestling for the Royals 
prepared him for the Boil-
ers’ program.

“I’d say being sur-
rounded by coaches and 
players who are more than 
coaches and players and 
are actual friends, and en-
couraging me to reach my 
potential, even if it means 
saying things that I don’t 
want to hear,” said Burgett. 
“And I feel that has tran-
scended from high school 
to college as well.”

As a Southeastern wres-
tler, Burgett finished with 
a career varsity record of 
90-22. He won the Indiana 
Frosh-Soph state champi-
onship as a sophomore in 
2021. During his senior 
year, Burgett won sectional, 
regional and semi-state ti-
tles at 285 pounds, and fin-
ished fourth at the IHSAA 
state finals.

Burgett was redshirt-
ed his freshman year, but 
not before competing in 
six matches. He lost all six 
of those matches, but four 
were by decision, including 
a couple of 2-1 results. 

But that did not discour-
age Burgett, and it actually 
relates to advice he offered 

for young wrestlers.
“Be ready to fail and fail 

a lot, but be able to keep 
pushing forward through 
the failures,” said Burgett. 
“There’s no such thing as 
losing, as long as you take 
away something to learn.”

Burgett did not wrestle 

against the Hoosiers, as 
he is dealing with a knee 
injury. His first action of 
the season came during 
the Purdue Wrestle Offs, 
an intrasquad scrimmage 
in October. Burgett took 
on fellow 285-pounder 
Hayden Filipovich, a for-

mer Indianapolis Luther-
an star who won an unde-
feated state championship 
at 195 pounds in 2021. 
The redshirt junior Filipo-
vich edged out Burgett in 
a 2-0 decision.
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40-Acres ready for your vision. Build your own 
home or farm. Or develop the land for several 
homes, (variance would be required to build 
more than one home). The property sits in 

both Noblesville and Wayne Twp.

0 E 206th Street    |    Noblesville, IN 46060The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Located at the corner of 206th and Creek 
Road – this 11-acre lot has road access on 
both sides. Your new opportunity includes 

beautiful rolling land with some character of 
trees and potential pasture.

Lot 2
11.16 Acres 

New Price! $446,400

Lot 3
40 Acres 

New Price! $1,400,000

Jake Chesney 
named Sheridan 

football head coach
Submitted

Sheridan Commu-
nity Schools is proud to 
announce that Mr. Jake 
Chesney has been named 
the next head coach of the 
Sheridan Blackhawks foot-
ball program. Chesney steps 
into the role following the 
legendary tenure of Coach 
Bud Wright, who led the 
Blackhawks for an incredi-
ble 59 seasons.

A lifelong Blackhawk, 
Chesney played four years 
of football at Sheridan High 
School before continuing 
his career at Trine Univer-
sity, where he played foot-
ball while earning a degree 
in Finance. Over the past 
two years, he has served as 
an assistant coach for the 
Blackhawks and was pro-
moted to Associate Head 
Coach midway through last 
season.

Kevin Wright, Carmel 
Head Football Coach, who 
served as Associate Head 
Coach with Jake last season 
noted: “Coach Jake Chesney 
is an exceptional young 
coach with the ability to mo-
tivate and connect with his 
players.  As a former player 
he understands and embrac-
es the tradition of Sheridan 
Football and will be a tre-
mendous leader of the pro-
gram going forward.”

Several outstanding 
candidates applied for the 
position and the selection 
process for the new head 
coach was extensive, in-
volving two rounds of in-
terviews conducted by a 
committee of teachers, 
administrators, coaches, 
community members, and 

former players. Additional-
ly, prior to the interviews, 
time was spent meeting 
with parents and players to 
understand their expecta-
tions for the program’s fu-
ture in terms of leadership, 
vision, and character. Fol-
lowing the final round of 
interviews, the committee 
unanimously recommend-
ed Chesney to the Sheridan 
High School Administration 
and the Sheridan Communi-
ty School Board of Trustees.

Sheridan High School 
Athletic Director Beth 
DeVinney expressed confi-
dence in the selection, stat-
ing: "Jake has a passion for 
the game and brings a pos-
itive energy to all he does. 
Throughout the process, 
he demonstrated his love 
for coaching, his ability to 
motivate, and his deep un-
derstanding of Blackhawk 
Football. We are excited to 
see the impact he will have 
on the program."

Chesney’s appointment 
marks the beginning of a 
new era for Sheridan foot-
ball. His familiarity with 
the program and dedication 
to its success will ensure 
a seamless transition. His 
leadership, enthusiasm, and 
deep-rooted commitment to 
the Blackhawk community 
make him the ideal choice 
to carry on the tradition of 
excellence established by 
Coach Bud Wright.

Sheridan Communi-
ty Schools congratulates 
Coach Chesney on his new 
role and looks forward to 
the continued success of 
Blackhawk Football under 
his leadership.

Photo courtesy Purdue Athletics
Hamilton Southeastern graduate and Purdue redshirt freshman Dominic 
Burgett is starting his wrestling career with the Boilermakers. Burgett got 
his first-ever college wins this past November at the Michigan State Open.

Photo provided
A lifelong Blackhawk, Jake Chesney has served 
as assistant football coach for the last two years 
before earning his promotion as Associate Head 
Coach midway thorugh this past season.

Purdue’s Burgett offers
advice for young wrestlers

The REPORTER
The Sheridan girls bas-

ketball team got another 
victory on Wednesday, beat-
ing Southmont 72-55 in an 
away game.

The Class 2A No. 11 
Blackhawks had their of-
fense rolling from the start, 
leading 23-15 after one 
quarter. Brielle Garner made 
three 3-pointers during the 
open period, while Kenzie 
Garner hit two triples on her 
way to eight points.

Sheridan led the Mount-
ies 38-30 at halftime. Ce-
cilia Timme dominated that 
quarter, scoring 10 points. 
The Blackhawks made 
another run in the third 
quarter, helping them to a 
54-39 lead, then Sheridan 
finished the game with 18 
fourth-quarter points. Ken-
zie Garner had eight points 
in the fourth and 14 in the 
second half.

Kenzie Garner led the 
way with 24 points, fol-

lowed by Cecilia Timme 
with 23; both players scored 
in each quarter. Kenzie Gar-
ner finished with five 3s, 
while Brielle Garner also 
made five 3s for 15 points. 

Kenzie Garner collect-
ed nine rebounds and made 
seven steals, while Cecilia 
Timme had eight rebounds, 
five steals, five assists and 
three blocked shots. Brielle 
Garner made four steals. 
Sadie Timme had nine re-
bounds, six steals, five 
points and five assists, while 
Mackenzie Smith pulled six 
rebounds.

Sheridan is now 20-1 for 
the season; the ‘Hawks have 
reached the 20-win mark 
for the second consecutive 
season. Sheridan also hit 
20 wins during its 2014-15 
campaign.

The Blackhawks finish 
the regular season Friday 
with a Hoosier Heartland 
Conference girls-boys dou-
bleheader at Taylor. 

SHERIDAN 72, SOUTHMONT 55
Sheridan FG FT TP PF
Nova Cross 0 0-0 0 2
Kenzie Garner 8 3-4 24 4
Cecilia Timme 10 3-6 23 5
Brielle Garner 5 0-0 15 3
Sadie Timme 1 3-4 5 1
Mackenzie Smith 0 0-0 0 3
Shelby Eaton 2 1-2 5 2
Totals 26 10-16 72 20

Score by Quarters
Sheridan 23 15 16 18 – 72
Southmont 15 15 9 16 – 55
Sheridan 3-pointers (10) K. Garner 5, B. Garner 5.

successful sheridan sails past 
southmont in away game

Girls Basketball
see Burgett . . . Page 10

Attitude & willingness to learn makes the difference

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
https://www.joshuaherdphotography.com/
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The REPORTER
Hamilton Heights senior 

Kamden Colter has signed a 
letter of intent to play ten-
nis for Johnson University 
in Knoxville, Tenn., this 
fall. Johnson University is 
a member of the Appalachia 
Athletic Conference (AAC) 
and a National Christian 
College Athletic Associa-
tion (NCCAA) athletic in-
stitution. He is the son of 
Adam and Susan Colter.

Colter, who is a multi-
sport athlete in tennis as 
well as track and field, said 
he was familiar with this 
private Christian college.

“It was where my par-
ents went and is an awe-
some campus,” Colter said 
his choice to continue his 
education and play tennis at 
the collegiate level. “I fell in 
love with tennis pretty quick 
and feel fortunate that I am 
good enough to take my 
game to the next level.”

A two-time team captain 
who earned four varsity let-
ters, Colter plans to study 
music education with the 
goal of playing profession-
ally and teaching private 
lessons.

After playing tennis for 
the past four years, Colter 
honed his skills through 
participation as a member 
of Hamilton Heights boys 
tennis team, league play, 
many tournaments, and dai-
ly practice. He credits his 
dad as being a major influ-
ence in his development as 
a student athlete because 
he coaches and encourages 
him in practicing and being 
a better player each day.

“Kamden is a terrific 
athlete,” Coach Derek Ozo-
lins said. “He was a leader 
on and off the court that 
was willing to do whatever 
it took to help us succeed. 
Johnson University will be 
lucky to have him.”

Hamilton Heights Athlet-
ic Director Kurt Ogden add-
ed, “Kamden has been a ter-

rific role model as a student 
athlete at Hamilton Heights 
High School. His passion for 
the sport of tennis has been 
the catalyst that has provid-
ed this opportunity to play 
the sport he loves at the next 
level. We are very proud of 
him, and we wish him well at 
Johnson University.”

Colter is a member of 

the Cicero Christian Church 
music group. He also works 
there giving music and ten-
nis lessons. Always keeping 
God at the center of who he 
is and all he does, he plans to 
continue to teach tennis and 
music lessons after college.

“My success in sports, 
past and future, isn’t for me 
but for Jesus,” Colter said.

Photo by Jen Kauffman
Hamilton Heights senior Kamden Colter has signed a letter of intent to join 
the Johnson University Royals Men’s Tennis team in Knoxville, Tenn., this 
fall. Colter (seated) is pictured with his parents, Adam and Susan Colter.

Kamden Colter signs to play 
tennis at Johnson University

Women’s Basketball

Indiana Fever 
re-sign all-star 
Kelsey Mitchell  
Guard returning for eighth 

season with the Fever 
The REPORTER

The Indiana Fever and 
guard Kelsey Mitchell have 
agreed to contract terms, 
cementing the return of the 
veteran All-Star. It will be 
Mitchell's eighth WNBA 
season, all with the Fever.  

"Kelsey has been a 
foundation of our fran-
chise for many years, and 
we are thrilled to see her 
return to the Fever," said 
President of Basketball and 
Business Operations Kel-
ly Krauskopf, who drafted 
Mitchell in 2018. "We val-
ue Kelsey's commitment to 
our organization, and we're 
excited to see her build off 
a phenomenal 2024, her 
best season yet. She is one 
of the best guards in this 
league and is a cornerstone 
to building a championship 
roster." 

Drafted No. 2 overall by 
the Fever, Mitchell is com-
ing off a career-best 2024 
season where she was fea-
tured in all 40 regular sea-
son games, starting all but 
two, and guiding the fran-
chise to its first playoff ap-
pearance since 2016.  

Mitchell recorded indi-
vidual single-season highs, 
averaging 19.2 points per 
game, shooting 46.8 percent 
from the field. Additionally, 
the Cincinnati native shot 

40.2 percent from behind 
the three-point arc and tal-
lied 2.5 rebounds and 1.8 
assists per game, respec-
tively. 

"I'm thrilled that Kelsey 
is returning to Fever. She 
has been an integral part of 
this franchise from the mo-
ment she was drafted," said 
Fever Head Coach Stepha-
nie White. "I have watched 
her journey from the sideline 
since her time in college and 
have always admired her 
work ethic, approach to the 
game and the way she inter-
acts with her teammates. I 
can't wait to work with her 
on a daily basis."   

Since 2018, Mitchell 
has appeared in 235 of a 
possible 240 games, only 
missing five games during 
the 2022 season. In just sev-
en seasons, she ranks No. 
2 all-time in points scored 
(3,923), three-pointers 
made (558) and career min-
utes (7,085) for the Fever, 
and is No. 4 all-time for the 
team in assists (649). Mitch-
ell led the Fever in scoring 
every season from 2019 to 
2023. 

A product of Ohio State 
University, Mitchell was 
named a WNBA All-Star 
in both 2023 and 2024. She 
earned All-Rookie Team 
honors in 2018. 

Burgett did get to wres-
tle in the Michigan State 
Open on Nov. 9, where he 
finished 2-2. His first-ever 
win came over Northwest-
ern’s Dirk Morley in a 7-3 
decision, then he got a 19-4 
technical fall over Mich-
igan State’s Bennett Van-
denberg.

Burgett is majoring in 
sales and said his career 
goal is to “get a job I like 
and eventually open up my 

own private firm.” 
And while his career is 

still just beginning, Burgett 
already has a favorite mem-
ory.

“Summertime with the 
team, because a lot of us 
have to stay during the sum-
mer when campus is empty 
or quiet,” said Burgett. “Just 
being around my friends 
when there’s a lot of people 
here is just a fun thing to do 
around town.”

burgeTT
from Page 9

WESTFIELD 44, BEN DAVIS 31
Westfield	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Meg Hamilton 0 0-0 0 0
Aubrey Crockett 1 0-2 2 3
MaKayla Hatcher 1 2-4 4 0
Lindsey Van Dyke 5 0-2 10 0
Sam Price 7 1-3 15 4
Mia Crask 0 0-0 0 1
Olivia Murray 1 0-0 2 1
Ellen Wheeler 2 0-0 4 0
Audra Parker 2 2-2 7 0
Madi Linville 0 0-0 0 0
Totals 19 5-13 44 9

Score by Quarters
Ben Davis 6 2 4 19 – 31
Westfield 13 8 14 9 – 44
Westfield 3-pointer: Parker.

Westfield Girls 
Basketball Score

From their Tuesday, Jan. 28 game.
Click here to read the story online.

Thanks for reading the
Hamilton County Reporter!

https://noblesvillesports.com/
https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://readthereporter.com/shamrocks-swipe-ben-davis-to-finish-regular-season/
http://www2.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/propertyreports/reports.aspx?parcel=1514100001005002
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SPORTS SCHEdULE
Thursday, Jan. 30

GirLs BasKetBaLL
University at Speedway, 6 p.m.

Hamilton Heights at Heritage Christian, 7:30 p.m.
Pendleton Heights at Noblesville, 7:30 p.m.

GYMNastiCs
Fishers, Lapel, Westfield at Noblesville, 6 p.m. at 

Hollywood Cheer and Tumble
Friday, Jan. 31
BOYs BasKetBaLL

Anderson Prep Academy at University, 7:30 p.m.
Ben Davis at Carmel, 7:30 p.m.

Franklin Central at Fishers, 7:30 p.m.
Hamilton Heights at Tipton, 7:30 p.m.

Noblesville at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m.
Sheridan at Taylor, 7:30 p.m.
Westfield at Avon, 7:30 p.m.

Guerin Catholic at Lafayette Central Catholic, 8 p.m.
GirLs BasKetBaLL

Guerin Catholic at Lafayette Central Catholic, 6 p.m.
Sheridan at Taylor, 6 p.m.

Carmel at Ben Davis, 7:30 p.m.
Franklin Central at Fishers, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 1
BOYs BasKetBaLL

Noblesville at Guerin Catholic, 2:30 p.m.
Carmel at Fishers, 7:30 p.m.

Covenant Christian at Sheridan, 7:30 p.m.
Hamilton Southeastern at Pendleton Heights, 7:30 p.m.

University at Indianapolis Lutheran, 7:30 p.m.
BOYs wrestLiNG seCtiONaLs

Carmel, Fishers, Hamilton Southeastern, Sheridan, Westfield at Frankfort
Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Heights, Noblesville at Elwood

GYMNastiCs
Noblesville at Bloomington South Invitational, noon

Westfield at Shelbyville, 10 a.m.
swiMMiNG

Noblesville, Westfield at 
Hamilton Southeastern Reserve Championships, 9 a.m.

Monday, Feb. 3
BOYs BasKetBaLL

University at Bishop Chatard, 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 4
GirLs BasKetBaLL

Sectional 8 at Noblesville
Fishers vs. Hamilton Southeastern, 6 p.m.

Carmel vs. Noblesville, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 24 at Connersville

Yorktown vs. New Castle, 6 p.m.
Delta vs. Hamilton Heights, 7:30 p.m.

Sectional 25 at Lebanon
Tri-West vs. Frankfort, 7 p.m.

Sectional 39 at Sheridan
Taylor vs. Lapel, 6 p.m.

Frankton vs. Sheridan, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 42 at Monrovia

Monrovia vs. Park Tudor, 6 p.m.
Cardinal Ritter vs. Covenant Christian, 7:30 p.m.

GYMNastiCs
Fishers, Guerin Catholic, Noblesville at New Palestine, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 5
BOYs BasKetBaLL

KIPP Legacy at Hamilton Heights, 7:30 p.m.
GirLs BasKetBaLL

Sectional 25 at Lebanon
Danville vs. Crawfordsville, 6 p.m.

Brebeuf Jesuit vs. Lebanon, 7:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

Men’s Basketball
Jahlil Okafor & Keisei Tominaga 

named to G League Up Next Game 
The REPORTER

The NBA G League 
announced Wednesday the 
player pool for the 2025 
G League Up Next Game 
presented by AT&T. Indi-
ana Mad Ants center Jahlil 
Okafor and guard Keisei 
Tominaga were added to the 
player pool via the fan vote. 
In the final voting returns, 
Okafor received the third 
most votes while Tomina-
ga received the 10th most 
votes. 

Okafor, 29, is current-
ly in his second G League 
season and first with the 
Mad Ants. Okafor previous-
ly played for Mexico City 
during the 2022-23 season. 
The Illinois native was the 
No. 3 overall pick in 2015 
after winning the NCAA 

title with Duke the previous 
year. He spent seven years 
in the NBA with Philadel-
phia, Brooklyn, New Orle-
ans and Detroit. 

In this year’s Tip-Off 
Tournament, Okafor aver-
aged 18.6 points and 8.7 re-
bounds per game across 15 
games played. In 12 regular 
season games, he is averag-
ing 16.6 points and 8.5 re-
bounds per game.  

He is shooting 65.3 per-
cent from the field when fac-
toring in all 27 games he’s 
played this season. Okafor 
leads all Mad Ants players 
with nine double-doubles. 

Tominaga, 23, is in his 
first year in the G League. 
He gained notoriety while at 
the University of Nebraska 
after earning the nickname 

“Japanese Steph Curry” 
and signing an endorsement 
deal with Under Armour. 

The first-year pro ap-
peared in 11 games during 
the Tip-Off Tournament. 
He played a season-high 17 
minutes on Dec. 15 against 
Windy City. Tominaga has 
appeared in three games 
during the regular season. 

The NBA G League Up 
Next Game presented by 
AT&T will be held as part 
of NBA All-Star 2025 in 
San Francisco, California. 
The event will take place 
on Sunday, Feb. 16 at NBA 
Crossover in the Moscone 
Center.  

The game will feature 
a tournament-style format 
with four teams of seven 
players. The 28 players will 

be drafted by four influencer 
GMs with some help from 
NBA G League coaches. 

The NBA G League Up 
Next Game can be seen on 
Tubi and the G League App 
beginning at 3:30 p.m. 

Last season, Kyle Man-
gas, Oscar Tshiebwe and 
Isaiah Wong all represent-
ed the Mad Ants at the Up 
Next Game. Trevelin Queen 
and Gabe York represented 
the Mad Ants at the Next 
Up Game during the 2022-
23 season. 

Okafor, Tominaga and 
the Mad Ants will host 
the Wisconsin Herd (Mil-
waukee Bucks affiliate) on 
Monday at 6 p.m. The club 
will host the Raptors 905 
(Toronto Raptors affiliate) 
the following night at 6 p.m. 

dennis & Furphy have career nights 
as Mad ants defeat Motor City 

The REPORTER
The Indiana Mad Ants 

returned home Tuesday 
night to take on the Motor 
City Cruise (Detroit Pistons 
affiliate). For the second 
consecutive game, the Mad 
Ants held their opponent be-
low 100 points. RayJ Dennis 
and Johnny Furphy both set 
new career highs in points 
while Enrique Freeman 
posted his second career 
double-double. Indiana se-
cured a 107-99 win.  

Jahlil Okafor scored the 
first points of the night for 
the Mad Ants. About a min-
ute into the game, the veteran 
center attacked the paint and 
made a close-range float-
er. 30 seconds later, Dakota 
Mathias made a mid-ranger 
jumper for his first points of 
the night.  

Two-way players RayJ 
Dennis and Enrique Free-
man were with the club on 
Tuesday. Johnny Furphy 
was also with Indiana on as-
signment from the Indiana 
Pacers.  

Following a Cruise miss, 
Furphy scored on the other 
end with a running layup. At 
the media timeout, Indiana 
had a 13-8 lead. At the 5:07 
mark, the first-year pro ab-
sorbed contact while driving 
the paint. He made the shot 
and the corresponding free 
throw for the old-fashioned 
three-point play. 

In the final minutes 
of the quarter, Freeman 
knocked down a long-range 
jumper for his points of the 
night. Motor City went on a 
late run to cut into the deficit. 
The Mad Ants held a 26-25 

lead after the first quarter. 
Furphy led all scorers with 
14 points. 

Kyle Mangas scored the 
first points for Indiana in the 
second quarter. After cutting 
into the paint, the Indiana 
native knocked down a mid-
range jumper for his first 
points of the night. Okafor 
scored on a baseline jumper 
about a minute later.  

With less than seven 
minutes to go in the first 
half. Dennis drove the base-
line and sank a floater to in-
crease the Mad Ants lead to 
39-31. Motor City went on 
a 13-2 run to gain a 44-41 
advantage. Dennis ended the 
run with a three-pointer at 
the three-minute mark. 

At the two-minute mark 
of the first half, Dennis 
laced a pass to Josiah-Jordan 
James. The South Carolina 
native knocked down a cor-
ner three to regain the lead 
for Indiana. Under a minute 
to go, James again drained 
one from downtown. Near-
ing the end of the half, Free-
man grabbed an offensive 
rebound and sank a close-
range floater. The Mad Ants 
had a 52-50 lead at half-
time. Furphy remained the 
team’s leading scorer with 
14 points. 

In the second half, Okafor 
scored the first points for the 
Mad Ants. After drawing a 
foul, the Duke University 
alum converted the one-for-
two free throw. On the next 
possession, Dennis knocked 
down a corner three. Indiana 
had a 57-53 lead minutes 
into the third quarter. 

With 6:30 remaining in 

the third quarter, Freeman 
scored his third basket of the 
night. After a Cruise turn-
over, Okafor finished on the 
other end with a one-handed 
dunk. The Mad Ants im-
proved their lead to 68-58. 

Leading 77-73 with 2:15 
to go in the quarter, Mathias 
attacked the paint and made a 
fadeaway jumper to increase 
the lead. Next time down the 
floor, Freeman turned back 
the clock with a hook shot. 
Dennis drew a foul and con-
verted the one-for-two free 
throw. At the end of the third 
quarter, Indiana had an 83-
79 lead. Dennis led the Mad 
Ants with 23 points. 

Dennis scored the first 
points of the fourth quarter. 
Using his left hand, the Illi-
nois native recorded a layup. 
That field goal tied his career 
high with 25 points. He also 
tied his career high with 10 
field goals. 

With 5:15 remaining in 
regulation, Dennis set a new 

career high after knocking 
down a triple. His field goal 
gave him 28 points and im-
proved the Mad Ants lead to 
98-89. On the next possession, 
Okafor made a floater giving 
him 21 points on the night. 

The Mad Ants led 106-
96 with two minutes remain-
ing. With 1:22 to go, Fur-
phy was fouled attempting 
a three-pointer. The Aussie 
knocked down one of the 
three free throw attempts. 
Motor City cut the lead to 
eight points with 40 seconds 
to go. Indiana secured their 
second consecutive win. 

The Indiana Mad Ants 
will continue their four-
game homestand on Monday 
when they face the Wiscon-
sin Herd (Milwaukee Bucks 
affiliate) at 6 p.m. The Mad 
Ants will host the Raptors 
905 (Toronto Raptors affil-
iate) on Tuesday at 6 p.m. 
Lastly, Indiana hosts the Mo-
tor City Cruise on Saturday, 
Feb. 8 at 6 p.m.

Paul Poteet . . .
Your Hometown Weatherman!

http://wandalyons.com
https://www.hctv1.com/
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://secure2.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/propertyreports/reports.aspx?parcel=1514100005003006

