
By AMY ADAMS
news@readthereporter.com

Amy Shankland was on 
her way to a wedding in Au-
gust 2020 when she suddenly 
announced to her husband that 
she thought she was going to 
leave the Catholic church. Her 
husband, who isn’t Catholic, 
was somewhat surprised. 

“All my adult life, I’ve 
gone to church alone,” she 
said. “I’m tired of going 
alone.”

The other reason she was 
thinking about leaving the 
church was that, since her 
divorce from her previous 

husband, she 
had not been 
allowed to take 
c o m m u n i o n . 
She had start-
ed the process 
years prior, 
but she said 
the undertak-
ing proved to 
be emotionally 
gut-wrenching 
and she didn’t 
complete it.

Just a few days after ex-
pressing her feelings to her 
husband, she was on a training 
walk for a marathon when a 
priest from her church called. 

He was prepar-
ing to move to a 
different parish, 
but he told her 
that before he 
left he wanted 
to help her fin-
ish the process 
to be able to re-
ceive commu-
nion again.

F o r 
Shankland, that 
call was a sign. 

She had 90 more minutes of her 
training walk to consider what 
the priest had suggested. By the 
time she finished her walk, she 
had decided to work with him 

to do what was necessary. 
The weekend Shankland 

turned 50, she received com-
munion again for the first time 
in years.

“It was like a fire was lit 
within me, and I really think 
this is from God,” she said. 
“Now, unless I am sick or 
someone is dying, I don’t miss 
church. I don’t go anymore 
because I have to go. I go be-
cause I want to.”

Shankland said that mil-
lions of people feel the way 
she did about going to church 
alone.
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Amy Shankland’s new book will 
help others navigate church alone

County Parks expands Potter’s 
Bridge Park with land acquisition

Photo by Daniel Woody

The REPORTER
Hamilton County Parks and 

Recreation (HCPR) has an-
nounced the acquisition of an 
additional 50.85 acres of land 
at Potter’s Bridge Park, 19401 
Allisonville Road, Noblesville.

This acquisition will in-
crease the park’s total size to 
over 125 acres and is part of an 
ongoing effort to preserve natu-
ral landscapes and expand rec-
reational opportunities in Ham-
ilton County.

Potter’s Bridge Park, nestled 
along the scenic White River, is 
a beloved outdoor destination 
offering a wide range of recre-
ational opportunities for fam-
ilies, nature enthusiasts, and 
history buffs alike. The park is 
named after the historic Potter’s 
Bridge, a charming, covered 
bridge built in 1871, which is a 
prominent feature of the park. 
The bridge provides a pictur-
esque setting for visitors to en-
joy walking, photography, and 

scenic views of the river. The 
park also offers a playground, 
great fishing spots, and access 
to the White River for canoeing 
and kayaking.

The addition of the expand-
ed area unites park property, 
which previously had three 
disconnected boundaries. Ad-
ditionally, HCPR will be able 
to open approximately 20 acres 
of previously inaccessible land 
for recreational use, enriching 
the park experience for visitors. 
Furthermore, the expanded area 
facilitates ecological preserva-
tion, as it includes approximate-
ly 10 acres of critical riparian 
buffer, which will be preserved 
to protect the health of the 
White River ecosystem and the 
surrounding environment.

This acquisition aligns 
with the objectives outlined in 
HCPR’s five-year master plan, 
emphasizing environmental sus-
tainability, expanded recreational 
offerings, and enhanced commu-

nity access to nature.
“This acquisition 

allows us to fill a crit-
ical gap, creating a 
more connected and 
cohesive space at this 
park,” HCPR Direc-
tor Chris Stice said. 
“It’s an exciting op-
portunity to continue 
expanding Potter’s 
Bridge Park and provide our 
community with more recre-

ational space.”
HCPR is commit-

ted to developing and 
managing the coun-
ty's parks and natural 
spaces for the enjoy-
ment and benefit of 
all. The expansion of 
Potter’s Bridge Park 
is a key component 
of this mission, fur-

ther solidifying the park as a 
premier destination.

Graphic provided by Hamilton County Parks & Recreation

Stice

Noblesville Common Council OK’s
Morse Village project in 6–3 vote

By CAT SANDOVAL
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

In a 6-3 vote, the Noblesville 
Common Council approved the 
$250 million Morse Village 
project on Tuesday night.

More than 150 residents at-
tended the council meeting and 
voiced their concerns about the 
traffic, impact on the wetlands 
and eagles’ nests, and the deval-
uation of their home prices. The 
meeting took nearly three hours 
to discuss the controversial zon-
ing ordinance.

The Morse Village de-

velopment aims to transform 
173-acres of land at 206th Street 
and Hague Road near Morse 
Reservoir from what was zoned 
as single-family residential to 
multi-family residential units 
and businesses. It will be divid-
ed into three main parts: North, 
South, and West Pointe.

The main point of conten-
tion is West Pointe. 

David Kleinhenn has lived 
in Noblesville for decades. “It 
will change the structures and 
community involvement. There 
are several things like wildlife 
and wetlands. It could be de-

stroyed,” he said.
Developer LOR Range-

line LLC made adjustment to 
the previous West Pointe plan. 
They said their new plan now 
includes 135 multi-home units, 
a 18 percent reduction from 
their earlier plan. The developer 
said the project will only impact 
0.49 acres of wetlands. 

Residents voiced their opin-
ion that this growth is too fast. 
But despite the nearly 300 
emails and hundreds of texts 
from concerned individuals, the 
council choose to move forward 
with the plan.

“Certainly when it comes 
to new decisions in the city of 
Noblesville anytime there’s a 
change, zoning or new proj-
ect there’s always opinion on 
all sides,” said Mayor Chris 
Jensen.

The next steps include a re-
view of the project by the Tech-
nical Advisory Committee.

Click here to watch the 
meeting on YouTube.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/news/local-news/
n o b l e s v i l l e - c o u n c i l - a p -
proves-morse-village-2.

See Shankland . . . Page 2

Hamilton County
boasts four

Lilly Scholars!
The 2025 Lilly Scholarship recipients 

have been announced, and four
hale from Hamilton County.

Turn to Page 5 to read about each
of those fine young people along

with photos of each student.
Congratulations to Sabrina Alberty, 

Addison Dollahan, Vaibhav Patel, and 
Israel (Josh) Tioua Ponpou.

Advent for students

STACY PETERS

Guest COLUMNISTAs we enter the 
week of Christmas, 
many find ourselves 
with busyness all 
around. There are 
decorations to hang, 
parties to attend, gifts 
to buy and wrap, and 
treats to bake. For stu-
dents in schools, there 
are also finals to take, 
grades to be finalized, classroom celebra-
tions, and dress up days. 

I have found that students need more 
assistance with regulation and balance 
than ever. Students are challenged with the 
demands of school, family, time manage-
ment, and relationships. These demands 
can become even more significant during 
the Christmas season. At Legacy Christian 
School, we remind students to turn their fo-
cus to the true gift of the season, Jesus. 

Advent is a season of preparation and 
waiting in the Christian faith. Many are fa-
miliar with advent calendars and counting 
down to the anticipated event, using choco-
lates, toys, or symbolic figures.

The word advent means waiting or 
coming. Christians thousands of years ago 
were waiting for Jesus’ birth and Christians 
today are awaiting His return. The period 
of advent is the four weeks leading up to 
Christmas and includes the values of hope, 
peace, joy, and love. Each week, we take 
time to prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ 
birth and His return. 

Hope is the focus of the first week, 
knowing that God will fulfill all His prom-
ises. We can trust in this, even when cir-
cumstances are difficult, because this hope 
is rooted in the faithfulness of the Lord. 

Peace is the focus of the second week 
of advent. My pastor recently taught that 
spiritual peace comes not from the absence 
of conflict, but from the presence of Jesus. 
For students, gaining peace can mean a 

The gift

AMY SHINNEMAN
Disability in the City

COLUMNISTThe gift of move-
ment. How often do 
you think about and 
appreciate all your 
body can do? All the 
little movements our 
bodies do that we may 
take for granted. Lift-
ing your hand to your 
mouth to brush your 
teeth, eat, brush your 
hair, bend over to tie 
your shoes, sit up in bed, just to name a few. 
I have not always been so acutely aware 
and as grateful as I should be for the gift of 
movement that I have. Like most of us do, I 
take it for granted far too often. 

You know the saying, someone always 
has it worse than you, be grateful! While 
this is certainly true, it is not always help-
ful to say that to someone. But also, when 
soaking in the truth of that statement, if you 
are able, it is really eye opening. The truth 
is, we all struggle in some way. Some days, 
months, years we are better equipped to 
handle our struggles, and sometimes they 
almost take us under, and we feel like we 
are drowning. It is easy to get bitter towards 
others that have what we do not, physically 
speaking in this instance.

I decided a long time ago that I do not 
have the energy to be bitter, nor the right 
to be, towards all non-disabled people. It 
would be easy for me to. I could resent oth-
ers because they can do things I cannot, or I 
can face the reality that is out of my control 
and instead put my energy towards where 
I am at right now. Everywhere I go, every-
thing I watch on TV, I see mostly people 
who are not visibly disabled. Rarely, do I 
see in person, a person with a visible dis-
ability. In a rare instance, a TV show may 
show a person with a disability, but we still 
live in a time where we think, “oh wow, that 
is awesome, finally!” It should just be the 
norm, but it is not. 

See Gift . . . Page 2

See Advent . . . Page 2

mailto:news%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://readthereporter.com
http://paulpoteet.com
https://tinyurl.com/4bsfzvuw
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/noblesville-council-approves-morse-village-2
https://morsevillage.com/explore-the-community/
https://morsevillage.com/explore-the-community/
https://tinyurl.com/5s3r8r84
https://tinyurl.com/5s3r8r84
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/noblesville-mayor-issues-statement-threats/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/noblesville-mayor-issues-statement-threats/
https://tinyurl.com/mtuy2rz6
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/noblesville-council-approves-morse-village-2
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/noblesville-council-approves-morse-village-2
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/noblesville-council-approves-morse-village-2


2	 News, Opinion & Faith

NOV 7, 2024 - JAN 4, 2025
THURSDAY - SUNDAY • 6pm - 9:30pm

TICKETS STARTING AT $10.00

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

Catering: PastoItalianoWestfield@gmail.com

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Music every Wednesday & Friday
1/2 Price Bottles of Wine 

On Wednesdays
Reservations Recommended 

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

From the desk of Hamilton Heights 
Superintendent Dr. Derek Arrowood
Update No. 141

As the first se-
mester of school 
draws to a close, 
I want to take a 
moment to reflect 
on the incredible 
achievements and 
experiences we 
have shared as a 
school commu-
nity. It has been 
a time filled with growth, 
learning, challenge, opportu-
nity, and connection.

This fall, collectively our 
students enjoyed many out-
standing accomplishments in 
academics, athletics, extra-
curricular activities, the arts, 
and meaningful community 
service projects giving back 
to our community on and 
off campus. These achieve-
ments and contributions, 
large and small, demonstrate 
the hard work and commit-
ment of our educators, the 
enthusiasm of our students, 
and the unwavering support 
of our students, staff, fami-
lies, and community.

* * *
With the official start 

of the winter season right 

around the corner, 
I would like to re-
mind our families 
about our district 
protocol for de-
ciding on school 
delays, early dis-
missals, and can-
cellations due to 
inclement weather 
conditions. Indi-
ana weather can 

be unpredictable and change 
quickly. Making the decision 
to have a weather-related 
school delay or cancellation 
is made after careful consid-
eration and often in tandem 
with our local, county, and 
state partners. Ice, snow, fog, 
a power outage, and other 
things all play a role in the 
decision.

However, the primary 
factor in our decision to de-
lay or cancel school is based 
on student and staff safety. 
Decisions to delay or close 
school are made as early as 
possible and usually before 6 
a.m. If the decision to close 
is made, we will shift to our 
synchronous e-Learning for-
mat. In preparation for possi-
ble delays and closures in the 

months ahead, stay weather 
aware and up to date at the 
corporation’s social media 
sites: X (@hhschuskies), 
Facebook, website, and/or 
the local media outlets.

* * *
As we prepare to ring in 

the New Year and start a new 
semester, now is the perfect 
time to reset priorities so that 
our students can prepare for 
success in the second semes-
ter. One important area of fo-
cus for all families should be 
school attendance, which is 
critical to academic success. 
Students who are in school 
regularly learn more, earn 
better grades, and are more 
likely to reach important ac-
ademic goals at every grade 
level.

Consistent school atten-
dance is crucial for a child’s 
academic success and over-
all development. Being in 
school enables students to 
build a strong foundation 
of knowledge and skills in 
their early years, which is 
essential for more complex 
learning in later stages. Plus, 
regular attendance promotes 
good habits, such as punctu-

ality, responsibility, and time 
management.

Being present in school 
allows students to benefit 
from social interactions, 
emotional support, and the 
structured environment that 
fosters personal growth and 
resilience. Thank you for 
helping to ensure your child 
arrives at school on time and 
is ready to learn every day.

* * *
I want to extend my 

heartfelt thanks to each of 
you for your involvement in 
our school community. Your 
participation and involve-
ment, whether through vol-
unteering, attending meet-
ings, or simply encouraging 
your children, makes a sig-
nificant impact on our school 
environment. Together, we 
have fostered a sense of be-
longing, pride, and commu-
nity that enriches the educa-
tional experience for all.

May the spirit of the sea-
son fill your hearts with joy, 
warmth, and endless won-
der. Wishing you and your 
families a Merry Christmas 
and a prosperous New Year.

#WeAreHuskies

Dr. derek arrowood
Heights Superintendent

COLUMNIST

Photos provided by Altrusa
(ABOVE LEFT) Altrusa President Pam Wesley and Prevail Executive Director Tami Wanninger 
at Prevail with gift items. (ABOVE RIGHT, from left) Carol Rader, Gloria Del Greco (sponsor), 
Kari Disney, and resident Pam Wesley.

The REPORTER
After Altrusa Interna-

tional of Hamilton Coun-
ty’s Holiday Pitch-in 
Dinner this month, Kari 
Disney became the newest 

member of the local group.
In November, Presi-

dent Pam Wesley deliv-
ered the donated Christ-
mas Boutique items to 
Tami Wanninger at Pre-

vail. These items will be 
available for their clients 
during a special gift selec-
tion event.

Altrusa’s next meeting 
will be at MCL Carmel on 

Monday, Jan. 13. Mem-
bers will work on making 
plastic bags into mats for 
people in need of shelter. 
To find out more about Al-
trusa, go to Altrusa.org.

Altrusa busy serving Hamilton 
County throughout holiday season

“Whether you’re single, 
widowed, or married but 
your spouse does not attend 
church, going to church 
alone can be hard,” she said.

According to Shankland’s  
research, LifeWay Christian 
Resources reported that 20 
percent of church attendees 
come alone. Single Friend-
ly Church, an organization 
in the U.K., has shown that 
many of those who attend 
church alone feel that their 
churches don’t know what to 
do with them. 

In light of these statistics 
and study results, Shankland 
said she wants all people 
who attend church alone to 
feel the same excitement and 
joy she now feels in going to 
church solo. 

Having a degree in jour-
nalism from Indiana Uni-
versity and being a regular 
columnist for The Reporter, 
Shankland finds herself driv-
en to write whenever she 
sees a problem and wants 
to share a possible solution. 
She said a theme is that she 
is writing for herself as well 
as others.

How to Thrive (Not 
Just Survive) Attending 
Church Solo, which has a 
proposal pending with a 
Christian publisher, will be 
Shankland’s fifth book pub-
lished since 2013. She first 
self-published the fiction-
al Hoop Mama with Fast-
Pencil. Joy to You and Me 
at Work debuted in 2018, 
followed by Lighten Your 
Mental Load in 2020, both 
by Tell-Tale Publishing. Her 
most recent title, Interviews 
By a Clueless White Wom-
an was released by Warren 
Publishing in 2022.

In How to Thrive (Not 
Just Survive) Attending 
Church Solo, Shankland will 
share strategies that have 
made a difference for her. 
For example, she has begun 
going to church with others 
in a similar situation and cur-
rently sits with a widow and 
a divorcee. 

“I tell people they need to 
reach out to other solo peo-
ple,” she said. “We have to 
help each other.”

Shankland also has invit-
ed her priest over for dinner, 

has begun creating a church 
family, and is finding and 
meeting with “God” friends 
outside of church.

“My overall theme is to 
stop making church just a 
Sunday or Saturday thing,” 
she said. “Try to ‘live’ church 
all week long.” 

Shankland said she rec-
ognizes that pastors and 
priests have a tough job these 
days. She would encourage 
them to be more open to how 
they can make the church 
experience more inviting for 
solo attendees. 

Shankland said her own 
church, Our Lady of Grace 
in Noblesville, is making ef-
forts to help meet the needs 
of those who attend church 
alone. Nametag Sunday 
seems to be making a differ-
ence by helping people get to 
know others at church. And, 
soon, they will be piloting 
small groups. 

Shankland said she en-
courages those who attend 
church alone to join such 
groups. She also said she 
suggests people read books 
and listen to podcasts on 

their own to further strength-
en their foundation of faith. 
Books like Heaven and Mon-
ey, Possessions, and Eternity 
by Randy Alcorn have espe-
cially impacted Shankland.

With Christmas com-
ing up, Shankland said she 
particularly wants to en-
courage people who will 
be going to holiday ser-
vices alone to try to incor-
porate some of these tips. 

“Give yourself that little 
Christmas miracle,” she said, 
“Do your best to make the 
experience special even if 
you’re solo.” 

About Amy Thornton 
Shankland

Amy Thornton Shankla-
nd is a grant consultant and 
has been writing stories ever 
since she received a type-
writer when she was eight 
years old. She has given lo-
cal, regional, and national 
workshops on various writ-
ing topics. Visit her online 
at authoramythornton.
wordpress.com, on social 
media @authoramythorn-
ton, and read her columns at 
ReadTheReporter.com.

break from the pressures 
and routines of school, and 
working towards being 
quiet and still. The advent 
season helps us to cancel 
some of the noise of the 
world to find spiritual, rela-
tional, and emotional peace 
and calmness.

Joy is celebrated during 
the third week of advent. 
Joy is a choice, a lasting 
attitude that is based on 
knowing the Lord and Sav-
ior, not on circumstances. 

Love is the central 
theme and is celebrated on 
the fourth week of advent. 
Love is a gift from God, and 
we can love others because 
of His love for us. Recog-
nizing God’s love through 
His actions and sending His 
son Jesus, helps us to under-
stand His great love for us.

As students and adults 
alike reflect on these four 
values during the Advent 
season, we are drawn clos-
er to Christ. We are also 
challenged to share these 
values with others. I would 
encourage you to reflect on 
times when you have been 

blessed with great hope, 
peace, joy, or love in your 
life. Tell the stories of these 
time to others to encourage 
them. We can love others 
more deeply through the 
Christmas season by draw-
ing close to Christ and al-
ways leading with love.

Use this season to pre-
pare your hearts and minds 
for Christmas, but also for 
the life ahead. Let the truths 
of advent sit with you all 
year. Let them encourage 
you and challenge you to 
live out these values with 
your life, thoughts, and ac-
tions. Merry Christmas in 
the waiting!

Stacy Peters is a teach-
er, mother, and wife. She 
has an undergraduate de-
gree from Purdue Univer-
sity, a Masters of Teaching 
from Marion University, 
and has worked in public 
and private education for 
over 20 years. She is pas-
sionate about nurturing a 
love of learning, service, 
and Jesus in children. She 
and her family reside in No-
blesville.

Part of how I appreci-
ate my gift of movement 
is exercise. I became in-
terested in exercise during 
college. Since then, I have 
been consistent with exer-
cising in some form. I am 
always looking for treat-
ments or therapies off the 
beaten path. I have had 
some success with those 
types of things that I have 
chased down, and some I 
have not. Trial and error 
but continuing to move for-
ward. To me, “exercise” is 
swimming, water jogging, 
stretching, or even chores 
around the house certainly 
are exercise for me. Exer-
cise for me does not have 
to mean what it means to 
a non-disabled person. It is 
what I make it, and it keeps 
me moving and motivated. 
I have no doubt that it has 
helped me. 

One of the most defin-
ing and precious moments 
in my life was when my 
son Jack taught me how to 
run when I was 45 years 
old. He taught me to run 
in the water. I am so glad 
we captured that beautiful 
moment on video. Even 
though I had watched oth-
ers run my whole life, I had 
no idea how to do it. He 

was 12 at the time. He was 
so kind, gentle, patient and 
encouraging. It took my 
breath away. I was in awe 
of that moment. Since then, 
I have been consistent, and 
I have improved so much. I 
never thought I would have 
the chance to “run” in my 
lifetime. It was not the way 
I had daydreamed about so 
many times throughout my 
life, but even better. It was 
my way. 

It takes humble cour-
age to accept that your way 
may not look like most 
around you. It takes confi-
dence to regularly commit 
to something grueling. I 
cannot ignore the fact that I 
have the gift of movement 
that so many long for. I 
want to protect it, and hon-
or it for as long as I have 
it. I always say, do what-
ever you can, however you 
can. You may just surprise 
yourself. 

Until next time …
Amy Shinneman is a for-

mer National Ambassador 
for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, disability blog-
ger, wife, and mom of two 
boys. You can find her blog 
at humblycourageous.com 
and reach her on Instagram 
@ashinneman.
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Paul Poteet . . .
Your Hometown

Weatherman!
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Contact Indiana American Water to learn more about how to protect your 
pipes and other water infrastructure and resources this winter. 

When temperatures start to drop, freezing pipes become a serious problem 
for Hoosiers at home. A frozen pipe can burst, prevent water from flowing, 
and even disrupt your heating system.

To combat this icy threat to your comfort and safety, always prepare your 
pipes for the upcoming cold weather. The experts at Indiana American 
Water recommend taking the following precautions before the thermostat 
drops too low: 

Check your pipes for cracks and 
leaks.

1. 

Turn outdoor faucets off for the 
season.

2. 
Schedule seasonal maintenance on 
your plumbing and heating systems.

4. 

3. 
Insulate pipes in unheated areas of 
your home.

GET AHEAD OF THE WEATHER 

WINTER IS COMING… ARE YOUR 
PIPES PREPARED?

At Indiana American Water, we work hard year-round 
to ensure our customers have reliable access to clean, 
fresh water no matter what weather extremes come 
their way. Contact us today to learn more about how to 
protect your home’s water supply and infrastructure or 
for help with an already frozen pipe.

https://amwater.com/inaw/
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Reporter photos
The Hamilton County Republican Party held its final Chairman’s Breakfast of the year Wednesday morning at Bar Louie, 1111 W. Main St., Suite 140, 
Carmel. State Senator Kyle Walker spoke about the 2025 legislative agenda and updates on Governor-elect Mike Braun’s agenda, as well as taking 
questions from the audience. (ABOVE LEFT) Devon Norwich and Magistrate Aaron Weaver. (ABOVE CENTER) Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 
Josh Kocher. (ABOVE RIGHT) State Sen. Walker.

GOP celebrates successful 2024 at Bar Louie

Spartz refuses to serve on committees in U.S. House
The REPORTER

Congresswoman Victo-
ria Spartz (R-Ind.-05) issued 
the following statement on 
her refusal to participate in 
the Republican conference, 
its committees, and resigna-
tion from the regional policy 
committee chair:

“This election the Amer-
ican people sent a resound-
ing message and mandate 
to the Republican party to 
govern – not deliver talking 
points and messaging bills. 
Our country is on a fiscal 
collision course and it will 
take some courage and 
structural changes in Con-
gress to challenge the status 
quo, which is not happen-
ing. As a serious legislator 

and finance professional, 
not a clown, I am not going 
to continue being involved 
in circuses. I would rath-
er spend my energy help-
ing President Trump, his 
appointees and DOGE to 
deliver on their promises 
through reconciliation. And 
I will be working hard do-
ing real work for the people 
I represent – not presenta-
tions in committees for the 
lobbyists, spectacles and 
posts on Facebook and X 
to raise money. The swamp 
will be back in business in 
four years if not drained 
through the law. Congress 
cannot fail President Trump 
and the American people 
again.”

Photo provided
Rep. Spartz (right) was part of a small-group meeting in early December with the soon-to-be heads of 
the Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE), Vivek Ramaswamy and Elon Musk.

https://spartz.house.gov/


  	 Meet Your Lilly Endowment Community Scholars	 5

@WESTFIELDWELCOME WESTFIELD WELCOME CLICK TO LISTEN

Photos provided by Noblesville Schools
Congratulations to Noblesville High School (NHS) seniors Israel (Josh) Tioua Ponpou and Vaibhav 
Patel. They both won the prestigious Lilly Scholarship that pays all their expenses to any university 
in Indiana. It is very rare for the same high school to have two winners, and this is the first time 
that it’s happened at NHS. However, this is the third year in a row that NHS has produced a Lilly 
winner. (TOP LEFT & RIGHT) Patel and Ponpou learn they have won the Lilly scholarship. (ABOVE 
LEFT & RIGHT) Patel and Ponpou were congratulated by NHS principal Dr. Craig McCaffrey.

Noblesville Schools
celebrates two scholars

Submitted
When Fishers 

High School senior 
Sabrina Alberty was 
called to the prin-
cipal’s office, she 
didn’t expect the 
life-changing news 
waiting for her. Sur-
rounded by school 
staff and supporters, 
Sabrina learned she 
had been named a 
2025 Lilly Endow-
ment Community 
Scholar – a moment 
she describes as un-
forgettable.

“It was crazy,” 
Alberty said. “I 
walked in, and all these peo-
ple were there. I was defi-
nitely surprised, but it felt 
amazing.”

The prestigious Lilly 
Endowment Community 
Scholarship, awarded to 147 
Indiana students each year, 
covers full tuition, required 
fees, and a stipend for books 
at any accredited Indiana 
public or private four-year 
college or university.

Alberty’s dedication to 
academics, arts, and ser-
vice reflects the program’s 
mission to elevate Indiana’s 
future leaders. From partic-
ipating in choir and theater 
to her rigorous coursework, 
she has fully embraced the 
opportunities Fishers High 
School offers. Most recent-
ly, she brought her creativi-
ty to life as Flounder in the 
school’s fall production of 
The Little Mermaid (see 
above).

“Fishers does such a 
good job of letting you ex-
plore extracurriculars like 
the arts while still taking 
challenging classes,” she 
said. “I’m so grateful for 
those opportunities.”

Interim Principal Kyle 
Goodwin celebrated Alber-
ty’s commitment to excel-
lence: “Sabrina has been a 
role model for our students, 
demonstrating a remarkable 
balance of academic rigor, ar-
tistic passion, and service to 
others. She is incredibly de-
serving of this scholarship.”

Looking ahead, Alber-
ty plans to attend Purdue 
University to study civil or 
environmental engineering. 
For students dreaming of 
similar success, she offers 
this advice: “Do as much 
as you can and pursue what 
you’re passionate about. 
Passion leads to great op-
portunities and amazing 
experiences.”

Sheridan’s own Addison Dollahan 
receives Lilly Scholarship Award

Submitted
Addison Dollahan has 

been selected as a Lilly 
Endowment Scholar from 
Hamilton County for 2025. 
Her statement upon receiv-
ing the honor follows.

“I just want to say I 
am extremely grateful and 
honored to be chosen as a 
Hamilton County 2025 Lil-
ly Endowment Scholar. It is 
an incredible blessing to be 
chosen from such a talent-
ed group of students being 
named as finalists.

“I first want to thank my 
parents, Stacey and Steve 
Dollahan, for their continu-
ous and unwavering support 
of me and all my passions. 
I also would like to thank 
my family and friends, my 
Hamilton County commu-
nity, and all the teachers and 
professors that have had a 
powerful impact on me from 
Ms. Christian’s Preschool, 
Sheridan Elementary and 
Middle School, to present 
day at Culver Academies. 
You each inspired me to 
reach higher and strive to be 
my best self all while giving 
back to others. 

“Lastly, thank you to 
Culver Academies. My 
home away from home. 
Culver helped me to devel-
op into a servant leader. My 
educational journey is now 
full of experiences and les-
sons that are valuable for 
my future. A special thank 
you to every counselor, 
dorm mom, librarian, pro-

fessor, the entire theatre 
and band department. With-
out you my Culver journey 
would not have be possible. 

“I plan to study Biology 
in College and also Minor 
in Technical Theatre. I look 
forward to one day being 
a Pediatrician in Indiana. 
Thank you to the Hamilton 
County Community Foun-
dation, Central Indiana 
Community Foundation and 
Eli Lilly for your belief in 
me and my future.”

About the Scholarship
The prestigious Lilly 

Endowment scholarship 
provides a four-year, full-
ride scholarship to any col-
lege or university in Indiana.

Lilly Endowment 
Community Scholars are 
known for their communi-
ty involvement, academic 
achievement, character, and 

leadership.
Each Lilly Endowment 

Scholarship provides for 
full-tuition, required fees, 
and a special allocation 
of up to $900 per year for 
required books and equip-
ment for four years of un-
dergraduate study on a 
full-time basis leading to a 
baccalaureate degree at any 
eligible Indiana public or 
private, not-for-profit col-
lege, or university. 

The primary purpos-
es of the Lilly Endowment 
Community Scholarship 
Program are: 1) to help 
raise the level of education-
al attainment in Indiana; 2) 
to increase awareness of 
the beneficial roles Indiana 
community foundations can 
play in their communities; 
and 3) to encourage and 
support the efforts of cur-

rent and past Lilly Endow-
ment Community Scholars 
to engage with each other 
and with Indiana business, 
governmental, educational, 
nonprofit and civic lead-
ers to improve the quality 
of life in Indiana generally 
and in local communities 
throughout the state.

Photos provided

Fishers High School
senior Sabrina Alberty 
named Lilly Scholar

Photo provided

Photo provided

Photo provided

Congratulations to each
of you from The Reporter!

https://tinyurl.com/zc7rsxnc
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com/
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Hamilton County Veterans Community Page
Hamilton County Veteran 

Service Organizations 
American Legion Posts 
Carmel Post 155  Kim Kilburn 
852 West Main St  Breakfast Sat & Sun 8-12 
Carmel, In 46032     Treasure Hunt Fri 7p 
317-846-0001      Tx Holdem Thurs & Sat 
 
Cicero Post 341  Tye Anderson 
50 Washington Ave  Treasure Hunt Tues 7p 
Cicero, In 46034  Weekly Draw Su 6p,W 7p 
317-984-4441 Bingo Fri 6p, Weekly Draw 8p 
 
Fishers Post 470  Pat Menc 
9091 E 126th St Treasure Hunt Fri 8pm $25K 
Fishers, in 46038  
317-842-5944   Breakfast 1st & 3rd Sun 8-11 
 
Noblesville Post 45  Gil Soria 
273 S 8th St     Fri 645pm Treasure Hunt 
Noblesville, in 46060   Sunday Football Menu 
317-773-9985  Trivia Wednesdays 7pm 
 
Sheridan Post 67  Tom DeShon 
406 E 10th St       
Sheridan, In 46069 
317-758-5007 
 
VFW Posts 
Carmel Post 10003  Darin Bibeau 
12863 Old Meridian St 
Carmel, In 46032   Breakfast 2 & 4 Sat 8-11 
317-846-0917    Thurs Treasure Hunt 7pm 
 
Noblesville Post 6246  Eric Behrends 
654 S 9th St 
Noblesville, In 46060 
317-773-9956 
If you are a member of our American 
Legions & VFWs and you would like to see 
your Post activities in the paper, please 
speak at your next meeting to see if your 
Post would create or nominate an Outreach 
Coordinator to automatically send me your 
Post information weekly with a 14 day lead 
time before the event happens.  
Non-Profit Veteran Orgs 
Hamilton County Veterans Corp 
P.O. Box 503 
Noblesville, in 46061 
secretary@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 7pm the 1st Monday Monthly at the 
Fishers American Legion. Our website 
https://www.hamiltoncountyveterans.com/  
has 40 pages of resources for our Military 
Veteran community 
If you would like to step up in Hamilton 
County to assist your Military Veteran 
community to live a more connected and 
fulfilled life, please come to the Hamilton 
County Veteran Corp meetings the first 
Monday of the month 7pm at the Fishers 
American Legion Post 470 located at 9091 
E 126th St. No annual fees, just a 
commitment to helping our Military 
Veteran community. Military, Veteran 
family members may also join. We are 
ready to make Hamilton County the leader 
in the country as we step into the future, 
caring for our Military Veteran 
community! Join us 
 
Navy Club Ship 29 
Noblesville, In 
president@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 2nd Thurs 630pm at Gingers 1804 
Conner St Noblesville  
Hamilton County Veteran Service 
Officers 
317-776-9610  Hours – 9am-4pm Weekdays 
CVSO – Tom Logan  
Tom.logan@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  
Assistant CVSO – Robin Wilson 
robin.wilson@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Assistant CVSO – Caroline Franz 
caroline.franz@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Admin Assistant – Christina Ellis 
christina.ellis@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

Hamilton County Military Veteran 
American Legion & VFW Post & Restaurant Hours 

Carmel Legion  
    M-T 3-10pm, W 10a-10p, Th-F 10a-11p, Sa 8-11p,      
    Su 8a-8p. Restaurant –Breakfast Sa Su 8a-12p,  
    Lunch W-F 11a-2p, Dinner Tu-F 5-8p 
Carmel VFW  
    Su-Sa 11a-11p. Restaurant - Breakfast 2nd & 4th Sa   
    8a-11a, Lunch 11a-2p & food service till 8p daily 
Cicero Legion  
    M-Th 3-10p, F-Sa 12-11p, Su 12-10p.  
    Restaurant Tu, W, F 4-8pm 
Fishers Legion  
    M 3-10p, Tu-Su12-10pm or when empty.        
    Restaurant Breakfast 1st&3rd Sun 8-12, Food 
    Served Su, Tu, W, Th, F 12-8p, Sa 12-5p 
Noblesville Legion  
    M-Th 11a-10p, F11a-12p, Sa 12p-12a, Su 12p-8p 
    Restaurant M 6-8pm wings, Tu-F 530-830p,  
    Sat 9/14, 9/21, 9/28, 10/12 Breakfast 730-930a 
    Dinner 530-830p, Su 12-8p 
Noblesville VFW  
    M-Th 11a-10p, F 11a-12a, Sa 12p-12a, Su 12p-8p 
    Restaurant M-F 6-9p 
Sheridan Legion  
    M 3-9p, Tu-Th 11-9p, F Sa 11-10p, Su 1-6p
    Restaurant Lunch Tu-F 11a-2p, food service till close 

 
Good Samaritan Network Needs Your Help This 

Christmas, Food, Goods and Donations 

 
Every Weekend Breakfast -Carmel American Legion 

 
 

Schoolhouse 7 Café - Coffee with a Vet On The Last 
Sat of the Month 8am-9am 

 

Activities & Events 
Indy Vet to Vet Come Check Us Out Dec 21 2-8pm

 
 

Hero Hut – Look Us Up and Help Us Bring the 
Resources to the People in Your Community  

 
 

Recovery Café of Hamilton County Dec 17 5-8pm 

 

Ads@ReadTheReporter.com

Lower advertising cost. 
Better customer service.

mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=
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 • Family Law 
• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 

• Guardianship 
• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

Governor-elect Braun names Brigadier General
Lawrence Muennich as Indiana’s Adjutant General
The REPORTER

Indiana Governor-elect 
Mike Braun announced 
Tuesday his intent to ap-
point Brigadier General 
Lawrence “Larry” Muen-
nich as the next Adjutant 
General of Indiana, where 
he will lead the Indiana Na-
tional Guard’s more than 
12,000 soldiers.

Brigadier General 
Muennich brings over 32 
years of military experience 
and 24 years of corporate 
executive leadership to 
the position. He currently 
serves as Division Director 
of Strategic Initiatives for 
the Indiana National Guard, 
where he oversees person-

nel readiness and manages 
Indiana's State Partnership 
Program relationship with 
Slovakia.

“Brigadier General 
Muennich's unique combi-
nation of military leadership 
and private sector executive 
experience makes him ex-
ceptionally qualified to lead 
our National Guard,” Braun 
said. “His proven track re-
cord of strategic leadership, 
both in uniform and in busi-
ness, will be invaluable as 
we work to strengthen In-
diana's military readiness 
and emergency response 
capabilities.”

A graduate of East-
ern Kentucky University, 

Muennich most recently 
served as Executive Di-
rector of Final Mile De-
livery at GE Appliances, 
where he led a nationwide 
network of over 2,500 
contractors and 160 ware-
houses. His military ca-
reer includes command of 
the 38th Combat Aviation 
Brigade and multiple op-
erational deployments to 
Iraq, Kosovo, Kuwait and 
Bosnia. He is also a Senior 
Army Aviator with over 
1,500 flight hours.

“I am honored to be 
selected as Indiana's next 
Adjutant General,” Brig-
adier General Muennich 
said. “The Indiana National 

Guard has a proud tradition 
of serving both our state 
and nation, and I look for-
ward to working alongside 
our dedicated soldiers and 
airmen to ensure we remain 
ready to respond whenever 
called upon.”

Muennich's military 
education includes gradu-
ation with distinction from 
the Air War College with a 
Master's in Strategic Stud-
ies and recent completion 
of Harvard University's 
Homeland Security Semi-
nar. He is a recipient of the 
Bronze Star Medal and the 
Order of St. Michael from 
the Army Aviation Associa-
tion of America.

IU Health reports security 
breach, limited user data taken
By PARKER CARLSON
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Indiana University 
Health announced some user 
data has been compromised 
in a security breach.

IU Health said Tuesday 
that only a limited amount 
of information was compro-
mised. Social Security num-
bers and financial data were 
not impacted.

“While there was no fi-
nancial information or So-

cial Security numbers im-
pacted by this incident, as 
a precaution, we encourage 
affected individuals to re-
main vigilant and verify that 
anyone who is reaching out 
about personal and/or health 
information is a legitimate 
representative of the orga-
nization they say they are 
associated with,” IU Health 
said in a press release.

The stolen information 
varies for each person’s ac-
count, but they “may have 

included address, age, med-
ical record number, diagno-
sis, or other limited treat-
ment information (in the data 
breach),” IU Health said.

IU Health first learned 
of the security breach when 
an employee’s email account 
may have been compro-
mised on Oct. 18. 

That same day, IU Health 
said they began investigating 
and taking steps to protect 
user’s accounts. An external 
forensics firm determined 

that access was gained to the 
employee’s email between 
Oct. 4 and 18.

IU Health is notifying in-
dividuals as of Dec. 17, and 
have a call center dedicated 
to answering any questions, 
reached at 1-844-920-8857 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV 
at wishtv.com/news/indi-
ana-news/iu-health-securi-
ty-breach.

State Rep. Garcia Wilburn to 
serve on three committees in 2025
The REPORTER

For the 2025 legislative 
session, State Rep. Victoria 
Garcia Wilburn (D-Fish-
ers) has been appointed to 
three House committees: 
Employment, Labor and 
Pensions; Judiciary; and 
Public Health. Garcia Wil-
burn will serve as ranking 
member of the Judiciary 
Committee.

“I'm honored to return 
to the Judiciary Committee 
again this year, this time 
in a new leadership role,” 
Garcia Wilburn said. “As 

ranking member, 
I look forward to 
working with my 
colleagues from 
both sides of the 
aisle to make 
our legal system 
more efficient for 
Hoosiers.

“This ses-
sion, I'll also be 
returning to the Employ-
ment, Labor and Pensions 
committee. Workers de-
serve living wages and safe 
working conditions. Our 
public retirees, including 

law enforcement 
and teachers, de-
serve the peace 
of mind that a 
pension provides 
after a lifetime 
of contributing 
to our state. I will 
be serving this 
committee with 
these Hoosiers in 

mind.
“As a new member of 

the Public Health Com-
mittee, I hope to highlight 
the great work Hamilton 
County is already doing to 

prioritize public health and 
help incorporate some of 
these strategies statewide. 
Even though Indiana has 
been making progress on 
issues like overdose rates, 
the statistics elsewhere are 
still jarring – Hoosiers are 
more likely than the aver-
age American to have heart 
disease and diabetes. It 
doesn't have to be this way, 
and I'm ready to continue 
my work to improve pub-
lic health here in Indiana.”

The 2025 legislative ses-
sion is set to begin Jan. 8.

Garcia Wilburn

Submitted
Editor’s note: Former 

Democratic candidate for 
Indiana Secretary of State 
and Attorney Gen-
eral Destiny Wells 
sent the following 
statement  to The 
Reporter Wednes-
day afternoon.

With Chair-
man Mike 
Schmuhl recently 
announcing he 
will not seek re-
election as Indi-
ana Democratic Party chair, 
I have decided to lead the 
charge in pursuing reform 
that is critical to the success 
of the Democratic Party and 
Indiana politics as a whole.

After spending the last 
four years in the trenches as 
both a statewide candidate 
for the Indiana Democratic 
Party and a Deputy Chair on 
the State Central Commit-
tee, it is undeniable that our 
party needs to be reimag-
ined before it can deliver 
consistent, winning results 
to the public.

I am proud of the party's 
recent step toward reform. 
Under Chairman Schmuhl's 
leadership, the state central 
committee voted to adopt a 
code of conduct and estab-
lish an ethics committee to 
deal with recent allegations 
we've seen, like sexual ha-
rassment and assault. That 
committee will include an 
ethics chair appointed by 

the next state party chair. 
This responsibility will be 
central to my platform – we 
must confront our problems 

head-on.
I invite all In-

diana Democrats 
to join me in our 
upcoming party 
reorganization, 
which will cul-
minate in March 
2025. This pro-
cess will present 
leadership oppor-
tunities across the 

Hoosier state, from the elec-
tion of county central com-
mittees to congressional 
districts and the state central 
committee. I hope those of 
you who share the vision of 
building a stronger, more 
effective Indiana Democrat-
ic Party join me to blaze a 
successful path forward.

Destiny Wells is Depu-
ty Chair for Coalitions and 
Expansions at the Indiana 
Democratic Party. She is 
a top-tier educated attor-
ney and decorated combat 
veteran with more than 20 
years of government experi-
ence at the local, state, fed-
eral, and multinational lev-
els. She previously served as 
a Deputy Attorney General 
and Assistant Corporation 
Counsel for the City of In-
dianapolis and accumulat-
ed a large amount of party 
experience in her statewide 
races for Secretary of State 
and Attorney General.

Wells

Wells leading charge 
to ‘reform’ Indiana 
Democratic Party

The REPORTER
U.S. Senator Todd 

Young (R-Ind.) and his staff 
have helped more than 2,500 
constituents re-
solve cases before 
federal agencies 
this year. The con-
stituent service 
work resulted in 
more than $12.1 
million being re-
turned to Hoosier 
taxpayers.

Since joining 
the Senate in 2017, Senator 
Young has helped 16,973 
Hoosiers recover approxi-
mately $100 million from 
federal agencies.

Two-thirds of the dol-
lars recovered in 2024 and 
returned to Hoosiers came 
from cases involving the 
Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS). Senator Young helped 
Hoosiers recover nearly $8.2 
million owed to them by the 
IRS. An additional $3.7 mil-
lion was recovered from So-

cial Security and VA claims.
In addition to helping 

constituents receive benefits, 
Senator Young’s constituent 

service team also 
helps expedite 
passport applica-
tions, obtain miss-
ing commendation 
medals for veter-
ans, navigate inter-
national adoption 
cases, and more.

“When Hoo-
siers are improp-

erly denied benefits they 
are owed or when the fed-
eral bureaucracy is moving 
too slowly, inquiries from 
members of Congress can 
kickstart the process,” Sen. 
Young said. “Our team is 
always committed to help-
ing Hoosiers resolve issues 
involving federal agencies.”

Hoosiers who think they 
may need help with a feder-
al agency can visit young.
senate.gov and click “Help 
for Hoosiers.”

Sen. Young’s office helps 
2,500 Hoosiers in 2024

Young

The REPORTER
U.S. Term Limits an-

nounced on Tuesday that 
former State Representative 
Mike Speedy has agreed to 
be the Indiana State Chair 
for U.S. Term Limits. He 
is succeeding Micah Beck-
with, who was elected lieu-
tenant governor of Indiana.

Speedy brings a depth 
of both private and public 
service to this role. He has 
seen first-hand the need for 
term limits at the federal 
level and will work vigor-
ously in his role as Indiana 
State Chair to see that the 
Indiana adopts a resolution 
for term limits.

“It has been a great hon-
or to serve as the Indiana 
Term Limits Chairman,” 
Beckwith said. “I strongly 
believe it is the way to trans-
form Congress by allowing 
new voices and new ideas. 
With my new role as your 
Lt. Governor, I am proud to 
hand this off to Mike. I look 
forward to working with 
him to see that Indiana joins 
the growing list of states 
passing the term limits res-
olution.”

Speedy said, “I am very 
honored to be serving as the 
Indiana State Chair for U.S. 
Term Limits and succeed 
our new Lt. Governor Mi-
cah Beckwith who has been 
a tireless advocate for con-
gressional term limits. Now 
more than ever before, the 
need for term limits is crys-
tal clear. Polls show that 
this is the one issue where 
all Hoosiers, regardless of 
political affiliation, stand 
united.

“Serving in Congress 
has become, for many, a lu-
crative, lifelong job rather 
than a public service. Term 
limits will help end career 

politicians and 
make Congress 
work better for 
all Americans,” 
Speedy conclud-
ed.

“We are hon-
ored to have 
Speedy leading 
our efforts in 
Indiana,” U.S. 
Term Limits President Phil-
ip Blumel said. “Under his 
guidance, I am confident 
we will get our term limits 
resolution passed in Indiana 
this session.”

Speedy was born in 
Beech Grove, Ind., and 
grew up in Franklin and 
Columbus, Ind., and in 
Kalamazoo, Mich. Like 
his late father before him, 
he earned his B.S. in Real 
Estate Finance from the 
Indiana University Kelley 
School of Business. He also 
attained a law degree from 
IU's McKinney School of 
Law at Indianapolis. A sec-
ond-generation real estate 
investor, he runs a small 
real estate development 
business based out of In-
dianapolis. His company 
owns properties in three 
states. He maintains his law 
license and a designation 
Certified Commercial In-
vestment Member.

Speedy credits his late 
mother for instilling a sense 
of duty to serve his commu-
nity and protect its values 
and taxpayers. In 2024, he 
retired from the Indiana 
House of Representatives 
after 14 years of service. 
There he served as chair-
man of two committees, Fi-
nancial Institutions and En-
vironmental Committees, 
while being Vice Chairman 
of Roads and Transporta-
tion before that. At various 

points, he sat on 
the Judiciary, 
Employment, La-
bor, & Pensions, 
Utilities, Energy 
& Telecommuni-
cations Commit-
tees.

Prior to serv-
ing as a state 
representative, 

Speedy served on the India-
napolis City County Coun-
cil for nearly seven years. 
In this capacity, he con-
cluded his council services 
as Chairman of the Public 
Works Committee.

As an avid instru-
ment-rated pilot, Speedy 
has nearly 2,000 hours ex-
perience. When not using 
his Kodiak 100 aircraft for 
business and family pur-
poses, he enjoys flying hu-
manitarian, ministerial and 
charitable missions. He has 
given many young people 
their first flight experience 
through the Experimen-
tal Aircraft Association’s 
Young Eagles program. 
He serves on the board of 
the Aeronautical Center 
of Technology, a STEM 
school for high schoolers 
interested in aviation at the 
Indy Greenwood South Air-
port.

Speedy and his wife 
Amy reside near Acton, 
Ind., and spend much of 
their time with their three 
young adult children and 
dog, Winnie. They also stay 
actively engaged in their 
community by attending 
meetings and events. They 
attend Living Word Bible 
Church of Indianapolis.

About U.S. Term Limits
U.S. Term Limits is the 

largest nonpartisan, non-
profit organization advocat-
ing solely on term limits. 

Our mission is to improve 
the quality of government 
with a citizen legislature that 
closely reflects its constitu-
ency and is responsive to the 
needs of the people it serves. 
USTL does not require a 
self-limit on individuals. 
Our aim is to limit the terms 
of all members of Congress 
as an institution. Find out 
more at termlimits.org.

Mike Speedy tapped as Indiana State Chair for U.S. Term Limits

Speedy

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/indiana-news/iu-health-security-breach
https://www.wishtv.com/news/indiana-news/iu-health-security-breach
https://www.wishtv.com/news/indiana-news/iu-health-security-breach
https://www.wishtv.com/news/indiana-news/iu-health-security-breach
https://www.young.senate.gov/
https://www.young.senate.gov/
https://www.termlimits.com/


8	 News

All Aboard!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds 
and experience of a ride in our 

1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate 

Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board out of Noblesville 
at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY 
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

NickelPlateExpress.com

NickelPlateExpress.com

New Year’s Eve 
Soul Train

Step back in time to the sensational 1970s 
as you embark on a vintage train ride to 

Earthly Endearments in Atlanta. Don your 
best disco attire and get ready for a night of 

funk, fun, and fabulous memories.

December 31

FOR RENT
2-Bedroom, 1-Bath Apartment

All Kitchen Appliances Included
Safe Neighborhood

Located in Alexandria
$1,000 a month

All utilities included
Please contact (765) 617-7844

Drive A Little To Save A Lot

Meeting Notices
The Noblesville Firefighter 

Merit Commission will meet 
at 2 p.m. Friday, Dec. 20, 
2024, in the City Courtroom 
at the Public Safety Building, 
135 S. 9th St., Noblesville.

The Hamilton County Plan Commis-
sion meeting scheduled for Wednesday, 
Jan. 15, 2025, has been canceled due 
to a lack of petitions for consideration. 
The next meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, Feb. 19, 2025.

Submitted
OneZone Chamber has 

announced its 2025 legisla-
tive priorities for local law-
makers to address during the 
legislative session at the In-
diana Statehouse. This year 
OneZone will concentrate 
its efforts on childcare and 
workforce development. 

OneZone's focus will be 
on a variety of areas includ-
ing childcare, road funding, 
cigarette tax, workforce de-
velopment and talent attrac-
tion, entrepreneurship, and 
property taxes. 

On improving childcare 
policies. OneZone Cham-
ber supports increased ac-
cess to quality educational 
programming for Hoosier 
children – specifically for 
childcare and pre-kinder-
garten programs. OneZone 
supports regulatory change 
to decrease undue burdens 
on facilities. Additionally, 
OneZone supports innova-
tive ideas to grow the work-
force to meet the needs of 
employers and employees. 

Quality childcare and 
pre-kindergarten programs 
are essential to grow our 
future talent pipeline and 
promote a strong education-
al foundation before starting 
a formal K-12 education. In 
addition, quality program-
ming for children allows 
parents to have the ability to 
participate in the workforce, 
have financial stability, and 
even continue furthering 
their own education. De-
creasing regulatory burdens 
for childcare providers al-
lows for increased access 
and availability and allows 
them to focus on providing 

quality care.
“We saw great 

discussion in 
the 2024 session 
around childcare 
and hope to build 
off the momen-
tum,” OneZone 
President and 
CEO Jack Russell 
said. “We look 
forward to working with 
our Hamilton County leg-
islators on creating a strong 
foundation for Hoosier chil-
dren while finding new and 
innovative ways to allow 
parents to participate in the 
workforce.”

OneZone Chamber ad-
vocates for increased feder-
al, state, and local funding 
for infrastructure projects, 
supporting a more equitable 
funding formula and trans-
parent allocation process-
es. Engaging stakeholders 
– businesses, residents, and 
advocacy groups – is key 
to addressing community 
needs. Strong infrastructure 
supports the movement of 
goods, services, and people, 
reducing costs, improving 
supply chains, and attracting 
businesses. Additionally, in-
frastructure projects create 
jobs and promote econom-
ic growth by encouraging 
business investment and ex-
pansion. 

OneZone Chamber 
supports increasing the to-
bacco tax and implement-
ing taxes on vaping and 
e-cigarette products as a 
means to reduce tobacco 
use. Indiana’s high rates of 
tobacco use cost business-
es over $6 billion annually 
due to healthcare expenses, 

absenteeism, and 
lost productivity. 
Raising the cost 
of cigarettes and 
vaping products 
can discourage 
usage and im-
prove health out-
comes, ultimate-
ly reducing the 
financial burden 

on businesses and the state. 
This approach promotes 
a healthier workforce and 
helps curb the long-term 
costs associated with tobac-
co-related health issues. 

On workforce the focus 
will be to support policies 
and incentives that encour-
age attracting, training, and 
retaining talent to meet the 
needs of the current and fu-
ture workforce. OneZone 
believes while the labor 
market remains robust, the 
number of qualified work-
force participants contin-
ues to dwindle, with job 
vacancies causing prob-
lems for industries across 
the board. 

It is critical that Indiana 
allows businesses to remain 
competitive and, thus, spur-
ring growth in existing and 
future economic develop-
ment. This could include 
policies that: encourage 
quality of place and infra-
structure investments that 
attract and retain talent; re-
move overly burdensome 
regulations; and keep In-
diana’s tax climate busi-
ness-friendly. 

“Workforce plays an im-
portant role as we look to at-
tract talent, not just in neigh-
boring states but across the 
country,” Russell said. “We 
will continue to be a voice 
for businesses to help attract 
and retain talent.”

OneZone Chamber rec-
ognizes the essential role 
entrepreneurs play in driv-
ing innovation, job creation, 
and economic growth and 

is committed to advocat-
ing for policies that foster 
a supportive environment 
for entrepreneurial success 
in Indiana. This includes 
promoting small business 
financing, offering tax in-
centives to attract private 
investment in early-stage 
ventures, and streamlining 
regulatory processes. By 
championing innovation, 
technology, and a thriving 
entrepreneurial ecosystem, 
OneZone aims to ensure the 
community remains a hub 
for business development 
and economic opportunity. 
Supporting entrepreneur-
ship benefits all stakehold-
ers and fuels long-term eco-
nomic prosperity. 

OneZone Chamber sup-
ports meaningful property 
tax reform policies that pro-
mote fairness and econom-
ic growth. Any proposed 
reforms must be carefully 
crafted to avoid shifting the 
tax burden from residential 
properties onto business-
es and should consider re-
placement revenue for local 
governments. A thriving 
business environment de-
pends on fair and predict-
able taxation that encour-
ages long-term investment 
and supports economic 
prosperity. While reform 
may address inefficiencies 
in the current system, it is 
essential that such changes 
do not undermine the busi-
ness community or hinder 
local governments' ability 
to grow and remain com-
petitive. 

As the session approach-
es, make sure to attend 
the January, February, and 
March Eggs & Issues. Hear 
from state legislators on these 
topics and more. The first 
Eggs & Issues will be from 
8 to 9:30 a.m. on Jan. 10 at 
The Bridgewater Club. You 
can learn more by visiting 
OneZoneChamber.com.

OneZone Chamber announces 2025 legislative priorities

Russell

Humane Society for Hamilton County 
announces Holiday Sleepover Campaign
Submitted by HSHC

‘Twas the week before 
Christmas, and all through 
the shelter, ALL the crea-
tures were stirring, dream-
ing of a life that was bet-
ter. To make their holiday 
dreams come true, the staff 
at the Humane Society for 
Hamilton County (HSHC) 
has a favor to ask of you.

Will you foster an an-
imal just long enough to 
give them a holiday to re-
member? This Holiday 
Sleepover campaign has no 
tinsel attached. No cost, no 
long-term commitment, and 
HSHC will even send you 

home with all the pet sup-
plies you need. Of course, 
interested individuals must 
fill out the foster application 
and be approved according 
to their standard guidelines.

HSHC is ready to match 
you with one of their eligi-
ble pets for your holiday 
sleepover.*

“We know there are a lot 
of folks who love animals, 
but they aren't in a place 
to adopt a pet, or even fos-
ter one for several weeks,” 
HSHC Community Engage-
ment Manager Lily Dar-
ling said. “This short-term 
fostership is a win-win for 

shelter animals who need a 
break, and for someone who 
may be alone during the 
holidays, or frankly, anyone 
who could use a little holi-
day cheer.”

Potential foster parents 
have the flexibility to pick 
up their foster animal during 
HSHC's regular adoption 
hours between Dec. 19 and 
24, and then, return their 
foster animal as early as 
Dec. 26, during HSHC's 
regular adoption hours. 
The shelter will be open on 
Christmas Eve from noon 
to 3 p.m. Returns must be 
made with an appointment.

Interested in hosting a 
sleepover? Here's what to 
bring:

• Completed foster ap-
plication on hamiltonhu-
mane.com/foster-applica-
tion.

• All family members
• Dogs for dog meet and 

greets
• Landlord's pet policy if 

you rent
• Government-issued ID
*Some pets may be ex-

cluded from HSHC's Hol-
iday Sleepover campaign 
due to being unaltered, too 
young, or needing special-
ized care.

The REPORTER
The Lantern Awards of-

fer an important opportunity 
for you to nominate and up-
lift your peers in the West-
field community.

Nominations for the 
year 2024 close at 11:59 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 20. Multi-
ple entries are allowed, and 
you must submit a separate 
form for each award cate-
gory submission. Winners 
are based on the quality of 
submission rather than the 
quantity of nominations.

Click here to nominate 

a recipient.
The event celebrates the 

community of Westfield and 
is a semi-formal cocktail re-
ception designed to bring 
the community together for 
an evening of fellowship 
while recognizing and hon-
oring outstanding residents 
and businesses. This year's 
Awards Ceremony will take 
place from 6 to 9 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 30, 2025, at the Prai-
rie Waters Event Center, 4180 
Westfield Road, Westfield.

Click here to purchase 
tickets.

One day left for Westfield 
Lantern Award nominations

Submitted
The Westfield Youth 

Assistance Program sends 
a massive thank you to all 
its generous donors who 
helped the organization 
exceed its goal for 2024’s 
Giving Tuesday campaign.

Thanks to the generos-
ity of the community and 
all the wonderful anony-
mous matching donors, 
WYAP raised $28,067. 
WYAP couldn’t be more 
grateful for its donors and 
is ready to use this mon-

ey towards programming. 
Thanks to the generosity of 
the community, we will be 
able to serve many West-
field youth.

If you are still looking 
for a way to support WYAP 
and Westfield youth, please 
plan to attend “Paddle Bat-
tle for a Cause,” a day of 
family-friendly pickleball 
fun, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 27 at Grand 
Park Events Center.

Learn more at youthas-
sistance.org/westfield.

Westfield Youth Assistance 
reaches fundraising goal

Submitted by Fishers 
Health Department

When Amy Voris re-
flects on her career in pub-
lic health, it’s evident that 
her work is more than just a 
job – it’s a calling. With 15 
years of nursing experience, 
her job has taken her from 
hospital floors to tracking 
communicable diseases 
to handling Indiana’s first 
COVID-19 case. Each step 
has shaped her path to her 
current role at the Fishers 
Health Department (FHD).

Voris spent a decade in 
another health department, 
immersing herself in com-
municable disease tracking 
and emergency prepared-
ness. Then, she took notice 
of FHD, struck by their in-
novative and tenacious ap-
proach to building a public 
health department from the 
ground up in the midst of a 
global pandemic.

“Working for FHD 
seemed like a unique and 
exciting opportunity,” she 
recalled.

Today, Voris role at 

FHD is multifac-
eted. Working pri-
marily in the im-
munization clinic, 
she also handles 
communicable 
disease inves-
tigations, over-
sees tuberculosis 
cases, and leads 
FHD’s emergen-
cy preparedness 
initiative as the 
Public Health 
E m e r g e n c y 
Preparedness 
Coordinator. 
Her experience 
in crisis man-
agement, par-
ticularly as the lead 
responder for Indiana’s first 
COVID-19 case in March 
2020, has uniquely prepared 
her for the demands of her 
position.

Reflecting on that defin-
ing experience, Voris grows 
emotional.

“There was very little 
knowledge about SARS-
CoV-2 at that time, so it 
was very overwhelming,” 

she said. Serving 
as the liaison be-
tween the patient 
and public health 
officials, she gath-
ered crucial expo-
sure information 
and coordinated 
with state and 
federal agencies. 
In a powerful mo-

ment, she met the 
patient face-to-

face outdoors 
and at a dis-
tance, remov-
ing her mask 
briefly to offer 

comfort amid 
the uncertainty.
“This is a per-

son – they deserve to see 
my whole face and feel that 
connection,” Voris shared, 
exemplifying her compas-
sionate approach to care.

At FHD, she brings this 
same compassion and dedi-
cation. She works tirelessly 
behind-the-scenes to ensure 
that supplies, networks, 
and resources are ready for 
public health crises. She 

highlights the importance 
of pre-established partner-
ships, noting that “the time 
for trading business cards is 
not during an emergency.”

Voris’ proactive efforts 
strengthen FHD’s readiness 
for any situation.

She credits FHD’s 
strong supportive team and 
visionary leadership for cre-
ating an environment where 
impactful work is possible. 
“The leadership here isn’t 
afraid to embrace change or 
cut through red tape to im-
prove services for the com-
munity,” she notes.

For Voris, the most ful-
filling part of her work is 
knowing she provides es-
sential care that might oth-
erwise be unavailable. Her 
dedication has made her a 
trusted presence in Fishers 
public health, demonstrat-
ing the profound impact 
committed individuals can 
have on their communities. 
Through Amy’s tireless 
efforts, Fishers is not just 
prepared – it's protected and 
well cared for.

Voris

Meet Amy Voris: a trusted 
partner in any emergency

https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://www.onezonechamber.com/
https://hamiltonhumane.com/foster-application
https://hamiltonhumane.com/foster-application
https://hamiltonhumane.com/foster-application
https://form.jotform.com/242344759922161
https://business.westfieldchamberindy.com/ap/Events/Register/g4FZd35HzCyCo
https://play.grandnationalracquetcenter.com/events/paddle-battle-for-a-cause-wyap-grand-park-event-center-12-27-2024
https://play.grandnationalracquetcenter.com/events/paddle-battle-for-a-cause-wyap-grand-park-event-center-12-27-2024
http://youthassistance.org/westfield
http://youthassistance.org/westfield


Michael Dean Mundy
August 7, 1943 – December 17, 2024

Michael Dean Mundy, a devoted husband, father, and 
friend, passed away peacefully in his 
sleep on the morning of Tuesday, De-
cember 17, 2024. He was born August 
7, 1943, in Anderson, Ind., the son of 
Jahue and June Mundy. Michael lived 
a life full of passion, family, and love. 

Mike was a graduate of Anderson 
University and continued to support 
the Ravens throughout his life. As a 
profession, Mike founded Fessler In-

surance Agency, before moving to MJ Insurance where he 
worked until retiring. 

Michael’s enthusiasm for baseball, particularly his be-
loved Dodgers, was unmatched. He found joy in coaching 
with the Indiana Bulls and attending countless baseball 
games with those he loved. In his retirement, Mike loved 
working for Bullpen Tournaments at Grand Park. Sundays 
were often reserved for cheering on the Colts, creating 
cherished family memories that will live on forever. A man 
of great personality and character, Michael was also known 
for his vast and impressive hat collection – a true reflection 
of his vibrant spirit.

Through the later years of his life, he discovered a 
profound and lasting love of the Lord. This devout faith 
helped guide him and his family through both the joyous 
and difficult days.

Michael is survived by his loving wife, Teri Mun-
dy, who stood faithfully by his side. His legacy lives on 
through his sons: David Mundy and his wife Megan, along 
with their children, Makenna and Mason; and Jay Mundy 
and his wife Lindsey, along with his stepson, Kaeden.

He is also lovingly remembered by Teri’s children: 
Rusty Nienaber, Sara VanSlambrook, and Mark Nienaber, 
who brought additional joy to his life.

Michael’s impact as a husband, father, and friend will 
forever remain in the hearts of those who knew him. His 
love of life, family, and baseball will be celebrated as a leg-
acy of dedication, laughter, and unwavering love.

A Memorial Mass for Mike will begin at 11:30 a.m. 
Saturday, December 21 at St. Pius X Catholic Church, 7200 
Sarto Drive, Indianapolis, with visitation beginning there at 
9:30 a.m. Private inurnment will be at Our Lady of Peace 
Cemetery in Indianapolis.

In lieu of flowers the family requests donations be made 
to either Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, 5353 E. 56th 
St., Indianapolis, IN 46226; or to St. Pius X Church, 7200 
Sarto Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46240; or to Anderson Uni-
versity / Charlies Gang at athletics.anderson.edu/give.

Online condolences for Mike are available at feeney-
hornakkeystone.com.

Leneta Anne Harold Kitchel, 83, passed away on Sep-
tember 9, 2024. She was born on December 28, 
1940, in front of a fireplace near the town of 
Chloe, W.V., the second child of Orvia Conley 
Harold and Harry Harold. Her brother, Lowell, 
had been born in 1935, and her sister, Reberta 
Kay, would be born in 1946.

In 1943, her family migrated to the Akron, 
Ohio, area for a better future and work in the mu-
nitions industry during the war. Leneta graduated 
from Tallmadge High School in 1958, and, after 
working for a year, followed a close friend in attending 
Manchester College, a Church of the Brethren school in 
North Manchester, Ind. She formed many lifelong friend-
ships there, none more important than her future husband, 
Larry E. Kitchel, from Logansport. She graduated with a 
Bachelor’s degree in English in 1963, planning to teach 
high school. Leneta and Larry married on July 6 of that 
year, and Larry finished his Business degree at the end of 
the fall semester.

The couple moved to Elkhart, then Lafayette, where Le-
neta earned her Master’s degree in English at Purdue Uni-
versity. In 1966, Leneta gave birth to their son, Phil, and 
in 1969, to their daughter, Laura. In early 1970, the family 
moved to Richmond, Ind., where Larry took a job with the 
IRS, and, settled in the Glen Hills neighborhood adjacent 
to the woods of the city park, they began to put down roots.

Richmond is home to Earlham College, a Quaker 
school, and the Quaker community is active there. The 
family began attending West Richmond Friends Meeting, a 
church near the campus, and the family felt at home there. 
When the kids were both in school, Leneta took the posi-
tion of the church’s secretary. She did not teach English 
again, but this began an important new role. When the pas-
tor retired, the church replaced him with a Ministry Team 
of leaders in the meeting, which included Leneta. The team 
rotated in leading meeting for worship on the facing bench, 
and they occasionally gave the message, which Leneta also 
did. The community at West Richmond and the courses Le-
neta took and the fellowship she shared at Earlham School 
of Religion were foundational for the rest of her life.

The family lived in Richmond through the ’70s, form-
ing relationships at church and in the community. Larry and 
Leneta were active in the PTA and on the board of the small 
neighborhood swimming pool. They hosted and visited 
family and friends, celebrated holidays at home and with 
their parents in Akron and Logansport, and took several 
long driving vacations to the national parks both east and 
west. Together the Kitchels saw the country and celebrated 
personal milestones like hiking in the Grand Canyon and 
climbing Longs Peak in the Rocky Mountains.

In 1979, the family made the difficult decision to move 
north of Indianapolis for Larry to become the business 
manager of Conner Prairie Pioneer Settlement, a living 
museum operated by Earlham College. The couple would 
live in the same home for the next 40 years. Phil and Laura 
attended Hamilton Southeastern Schools and then went to 
Manchester College. Larry went on to work for the Farm-
er’s Home Administration in the federal government, and 
Leneta spent many years as the executive secretary for a 
vice president of IBM in downtown Indianapolis. As their 
financial responsibilities shrank, Larry and Leneta took 
smaller and more flexible jobs to have more time for family 
and travel. Phil married Cindy Morrow Kitchel, and their 
sons are Max, now 22; Tom, now 19; and Sylvester, now 
16. Laura married Dennis Bordenkecher, and they have a 
son, Alex, now 18, and a daughter, Erin, who did not sur-

vive to her birth.
When Larry and Leneta retired, travel be-

came their life. They bought a tiny Scamp trail-
er big enough to sleep, cook, and if necessary, 
eat in. They drove all over the U.S. and Cana-
da. They put 94,000 miles on the trailer alone, 
and countless more on their car when the trailer 
was parked. Leneta navigated with an atlas in her 
lap; Larry drove. Leneta often spotted unplanned 
stops that became highlights. They were camp-
ground hosts for a summer in the Black Hills, 

and they flew to Hawaii, Australia, and New Zealand, and 
drove and hiked all over those landscapes. They agreed that 
they had more fun than any two people are entitled to.

They cared for aging parents and mourned them when 
they passed. They celebrated new grandchildren and en-
joyed great times and good meals with their children and 
their families. This summer they celebrated their 61st an-
niversary, and for their 60th, they took a riverboat cruise 
from Memphis up the Mississippi to the Ohio, east to the 
Cumberland, and up to Nashville.

Leneta and Larry were life partners in every possible 
way. Their lives, careers, and family were always a shared 
enterprise, and they did almost everything together. But 
they worked so well as a unit because they were distinct 
as individuals. Leneta was thoughtful, calm, reflective, de-
liberate, patient. She was curious, intellectual, committed, 
passionate, and articulate. She was smart, sharp, and fierce-
ly proud, but also modest and self-effacing. She stood out 
by not trying to. She had strong opinions and a stern, cold 
temper, and she did not tolerate foolishness, ignorance, 
carelessness, or unkindness. Real feelings mattered to her, 
but she was practical and unsentimental. She was always 
political, as an educated woman of her generation had to 
be, and she could be unashamedly partisan, as most of her 
times demanded. But she was also willing to change her 
mind when given a convincing argument. She was open, 
patient, a listener, and a learner. She was a kind, loving, fun, 
disciplined mother who showed her children how to grow 
up and live. She would have said she was an adequate cook.

She was also warm, caring, kind, loving, generous, 
adventurous, courageous, tough, and funny. She was sen-
sitive and vulnerable. She loved real country music, early 
rock and roll, history, politics, and the most absurd comedy. 
She loved to laugh. She was an avid and lifelong reader of 
books and maps and news and letters. She eagerly shared 
all of her enthusiasms; she loved long conversations with 
people she loved.

Leneta Kitchel was, first and finally, a great and true 
friend, and people could see and feel that upon meeting her 
and after knowing her for many years. She will be missed 
so much and remembered so well by her friends, her fam-
ily, and her husband. In all the most meaningful ways, she 
will be with them always.

Condolences: randallroberts.com
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Today’s Bible Reading
Other Priestly Garments

“Make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it as 
on a seal: holy to the Lord. Fasten a blue cord to it 
to attach it to the turban; it is to be on the front of 
the turban. It will be on Aaron’s forehead, and he 
will bear the guilt involved in the sacred gifts the 
Israelites consecrate, whatever their gifts may 
be. It will be on Aaron’s forehead continually so 
that they will be acceptable to the Lord.

Exodus 28:36-38 (NIV)

Hamilton 
County 

Reporter
Contact Information

Email
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Web Address
ReadTheReporter.com

Publisher Stu Clampitt
765-365-2316

Subscription Inquiries
Subscribe@ReadTheReporter.com

765-585-9519

Advertising & Public Notices
Ads@ReadTheReporter.com

765-365-2316

Sports Editor Richie Hall
Sports@ReadTheReporter.com

Twitter: @Richie_Hall

Mailing Address
136 S. 9th St., Suite 12
Noblesville, IN  46060

NEW LISTING! SOLD! SOLD!

Beautiful 4 BR ranch 
on large lot with a fully 
fenced backyard. This 
home has been well 
maintained and has 

several recent updates!
Listed at $314,900

 540 Zephyr 
Way

Westfield 

NEW LISTING!SOLD!

Immaculate lake house on 
Morse Reservoir. 3 BR, 2.5 BA, 
two living spaces, gas fireplace, 

kitchen with 2 pantries. All 
appliances included in the sale. 

Come take a look today!   
Listed at $659,900

This well cared for ranch 
is energy efficient and on 
a very large lot in a quiet 

neighborhood. 3 BR, 2 BA 
with a sideload garage  

and a mini barn.    
Listed at $264,900

1940 Nantucket 
Drive

Cicero 

275 Wyandotte 
Court
Noblesville 

Two-story home in Prairie 
Crossing. Lot borders  
the golf course. 4 BR,  

2.5 BA home has many 
updates. Mature trees  

and landscaping. 
Listed at $354,900

18794 Prairie 
Crossing Drive

Noblesville 

The Deakyne Team REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS
“Speak 

to Deak!” www.speaktodeak.com
317.439.3258 Peggy  |  317.695.6032  Jennifer  Peggy

Jennifer

Completely remodeled 
ranch on 1.06 acres just 
outside of downtown 
Lebanon. Beautifully 

decorated and  
move-in ready! 

Listed at $339,900

1880 E. 
75 North

Lebanon 

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to
send obituaries to obits@ReadTheReporter.com.

Leneta Anne Harold Kitchel
December 28, 1940 – September 9, 2024
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By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

SHERIDAN – The 
Sheridan girls basketball 
team is presently 9-1 for the 
season, so the Blackhawks 
have proven they can win.

This week, Sheridan is 
proving its toughness in a 
different way. The Black-
hawks are in the middle of 
a busy stretch, with four 
games in three nights at 
Larry Hobbs Gymnasium. 
But Sheridan is still winning 
big: the Class 2A ‘Hawks 
took down 3A Tri-West 68-
49 on Tuesday, then came 
back to beat Tipton 55-18 
on Wednesday.

On top of the multiple 
games, the Blackhawks 
were also preparing for fi-
nals, which take place today 
and Friday.

“So, not only do they 
have the physical and men-
tal load of basketball, but 
they also have a mental load 
of having to show up for fi-
nals and do good on those,” 
said Sheridan coach Jaidlin 
Bradshaw. “They’ve done a 
great job.”

The ‘Hawks got off to a 
great start Tuesday against 
Tri-West, leading 26-13 
after the first quarter. Se-
nior Kenzie Garner was on 
fire in that quarter, drain-
ing four 3-pointers on her 
way to 14 points. Cecilia 
Timme helped out with six 
points.

Sheridan led 38-24 at 
halftime, with Garner hit-
ting two more triples. The 
Blackhawks’ defense took 
over in the third period, out-
scoring the Bruins 16-6 and 
giving the home team a 54-
30 lead.

Garner finished the 
game with 28 points, mak-
ing seven 3s. She was one 
of four Sheridan players to 
reach double figures: Shel-

by Eaton scored 13, Timme 
added 12 and Nova Cross 
totaled 10, including a pair 
of 3s.

The Blackhawks con-
tinued to roll Wednesday 
against Tipton, leading 15-4 
after the opening quarter 
and 27-6 at halftime. Garner 
scored 10 first-half points, 
while Eaton scoring six.

Eaton scored anoth-
er four points in the third 
quarter, including a re-
bound basket that gave the 
‘Hawks a 46-11 lead and 
instituted a running clock 

with just over a minute to 
go in the quarter. Mack-
enzie Smith also had four 
points in the third.

Eaton and Smith both 
come off the bench, and 
Bradshaw said it’s “so nice 
to be able to sub and just 
have a spark off the bench” 
for Sheridan.

“What we bring in off 
the bench, we don’t lose 
anything, right?” said Brad-
shaw. “So, they come in 
and they bring a different 
look, but we’re not losing 
anything. It’s awesome. 

The hustle plays that we get 
from Mac and Shelby, the 
rebounding, the jumping 
on the floor, just those little 
things.”

Garner and Eaton both 
tied for high-scoring honors 
with 12 points each, while 
Smith scored 10. Cross had 
eight points, making two 3s.

Sheridan finishes its 
busy week on Friday with a 
Hoosier Heartland Confer-
ence doubleheader at home, 
playing Eastern at 6 p.m. 
The boys game follows at 
7:30 p.m.
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Absolutely perfect home, like new but 
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Photo by Dwight Casler
Sheridan’s Kenzie Garner scored 28 points during the Blackhawks’ Tuesday 
win over Tri-West.

SHERIDAN 68, TRI-WEST 49
Sheridan	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Nova Cross	 4	 0-0	 10	 2
Sadie Timme	 1	 0-0	 2	 1
Kenzie Garner	 9	 3-4	 28	 1
Brielle Garner	 1	 0-0	 3	 0
Cecilia Timme	 5	 2-3	 12	 1
Shelby Eaton	 6	 0-0	 13	 1
Mackenzie Smith	 0	 0-0	 0	 3
Mak Sutherland	 0	 0-0	 0	 0
Brooklynn Conley 	 0	 0-0	 0	 0
Sammy Smith	 0	 0-0	 0	 0
Alivia Gould	 0	 0-0	 0	 0
Totals	 26	 5-7	 68	 9

Score by Quarters
Tri-West	 13	 11	 6	 19 – 49
Sheridan	 26	 12	 16	 14 – 68
Sheridan 3-pointers (11) K. Garner 7, Cross 2, B. Garner, Eaton.

SHERIDAN 55, TIPTON 18
Sheridan	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Nova Cross	 3	 0-0	 8	 0
Sadie Timme	 0	 1-2	 1	 0
Kenzie Garner	 6	 0-0	 12	 0
Brielle Garner	 1	 0-0	 3	 0
Cecilia Timme	 3	 0-0	 6	 0
Shelby Eaton	 6	 0-0	 12	 0
Mackenzie Smith	 5	 0-2	 10	 0
Brooklynn Conley	 0	 0-0	 0	 1
Sammy Smith	 0	 0-0	 0	 0
Alivia Gould	 0	 0-0	 0	 0
Carla Gonzalez Calvo	 1	 0-0	 3	 0
Totals	 25	 1-4	 55	 1

Score by Quarters
Tipton	 4	 2	 8	 4 – 18
Sheridan	 15	 12	 19	 9 – 55
Sheridan 3-pointers (4) Cross 2, B. Garner, Gonzalez Calvo.

The REPORTER
Juncos Hollinger Rac-

ing (JHR) is thrilled to 
announce the return of 
Conor Daly, completing the 
team’s 2025 NTT INDY-
CAR SERIES lineup. Daly, 
a proven talent with deep 
ties to the team, made an 
indelible mark during the 
second half of JHR’s 2024 
campaign, securing the 
team’s first-ever podium 
finish with an impressive 
3rd place at the Milwaukee 
Mile. His addition com-
pletes the team’s two-car 
roster as they prepare for 
an exciting and competitive 
season ahead.

“I’m thrilled to be join-
ing the JHR team for the full 
NTT INDYCAR SERIES 
season in 2025,” shared 
Conor Daly, the most re-
cent addition to the Juncos 
Hollinger Racing driver 
lineup. “After the excite-
ment and success we shared 
in 2024, including Milwau-
kee, it feels like the perfect 
next step. I’m grateful for 
Ricardo and Brad's belief 
in me as I embark on the 
revitalization of my career. 
I look forward to pursuing 
podiums and wins with this 
incredible group. Thank 
you to everyone involved 
in making this happen – it's 
been a team effort, and we’ll 
continue to build on this 
momentum together.”

“When Conor rejoined us 
last year, it felt like we seam-
lessly picked up right where 
we left off in 2010,” said 
Ricardo Juncos, Co-Owner 

and Founder of JHR. “I’m 
thrilled to have him back in 
the car full-time for 2025. 
With both seats now filled, 
the team is laser-focused 
on building momentum and 
delivering standout perfor-
mances throughout the year, 
aiming for an exceptional 
season ahead for Juncos 
Hollinger Racing.”

Brad Hollinger, 
Co-Owner of JHR, shared, 
"Conor is an outstanding 
addition to our team. He is 
a fantastic ambassador for 
the sport and has proven his 
speed not only in our car, 
but also through his tested 
tenure in the series. Provid-
ing him with more opportu-
nities to collaborate closely 
with our engineers and crew 
will undoubtedly enhance 
the team’s performance, and 
empower his own unrelent-
ing drive for success."

“Our main priority this 
year is to build upon the suc-
cess we’ve seen in the team’s 
short three-year campaign,” 
explained Dave O’Neill, 
Team Principal of Juncos 
Hollinger Racing. “With 
Conor joining the team and 
Sting Ray already confirmed, 
we’re well-positioned to 
achieve that. This is just the 
beginning of a long-term 
process to build a stronger 
and more competitive foun-
dation for the future.”

Juncos Hollinger Racing 
will kick off the 2025 NTT 
INDYCAR SERIES sea-
son at the highly anticipated 
season opener in St. Peters-
burg on March 2. 

Graphic provided

Conor Daly returns to
Juncos Hollinger Racing
to complete 2025 NTT

INDYCAR SERIES lineup

Sheridan scores back-to-back 
wins over Tri-West & Tipton
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www.HCTV2.comwww.HCTV1.com

On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Wed Dec 18  -  Boys Basketball
7:20 pm Chatard vs Washington | Varsity Basketball | Indiana SRN

Fri Dec 20  -  Boys & Girls Basketball
5:45 pm Fishers vs Hamilton Southeastern |Girls Basketball | Southeastern Sports 
5:50 pm Covenant Christian vs Greenwood Christian Academy | Dblhdr| Indiana SRN
7:15 pm Fishers vs Hamilton Southeastern |Boys Basketball | Southeastern Sports
7:20 pm Chatard vs Washington | Boys Basketball | Indiana SRN7:20 pm Chatard vs Washington | Boys Basketball | Indiana SRN

Sat Dec 21  -  Boys/Girls Basketball
11:00 am  Tri-State Evansville Bosse Shoot-Out | Boys Basketball | Indiana SRN
12:00 pm Westfield vs Noblesville | Junior Varsity | Girls Basketball | HCTV Sports
1:30 pm Westfield vs Noblesville | Varsity | Girls Basketball | HCTV Sports
7:20 pm  Indianapolis Shortridge vs Fishers | Boys Basketball | Fishers Sports Network
7:20 pm South Putnam vs Covenant Christian | Girls Basketball | Indiana SRN

Fri Dec 27  -  Noblesvillle High School Boys Varsity TourneyFri Dec 27  -  Noblesvillle High School Boys Varsity Tourney
10:00 am  Brebeuf vs Noblesville | Game 1 | HCTV Sports 
11:45 am  Crown Point vs 21st Century of Gary | Game 2 | HCTV Sports
6:00 pm    Consolation | Game 3 | Noblesville Boys Holiday Tourney | HCTV Sports
7:45 pm    Championship | Game 4 | Noblesville Boys Holiday Tourney | HCTV Sports

Sat Dec 28  -  Noblesvillle High School Girls Varsity Tourney
10:00 am  Norwell vs Noblesville| Game 1 | HCTV Sports 
11:45 am  Valparaiso vs Ft Wayne Snide | Game 2 | HCTV Sports11:45 am  Valparaiso vs Ft Wayne Snide | Game 2 | HCTV Sports
6:00 pm    Consolation | Game 3 | Noblesville Girls Holiday Tourney | HCTV Sports
7:45 pm    Championship | Game 4 | Noblesville Girls Holiday Tourney | HCTV Sports
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Upcoming Broadcasts

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Hamilton Heights’ Katie Brown (3) and Sarah Sherrill (left) each scored 12 points for the Huskies 
during their game with Kokomo on Tuesday.

The REPORTER
Hamilton Heights girls 

basketball is in rebuilding 
mode this season, but the 
foundation seems to be get-
ting stronger for the Hus-
kies.

Last week, Heights 
picked up its first two wins 
of the season, beating new 
Hoosier Conference oppo-
nent Logansport in an East 
Division game. The Hus-
kies followed that up with a 
close win over West Lafay-
ette. Both those wins were 
at home, and the Huskies 
finished their three-game 
homestand Tuesday by fall-
ing to Kokomo 58-37.

The Wildkats led 14-4 
after the first quarter, but 
the Huskies came back in 
the second period, cutting 
Kokomo’s lead to 21-18 by 
halftime. Freshman Sarah 
Sherrill had eight first-half 
points, while senior Katie 
Brown scored seven in the 
second quarter.

The Wildkats took control 
of the game in the third quar-
ter, outscoring Heights 24-6. 
Brown and Sherrill were the 
leading scorers for the game, 
as each totaled 12 points.

New roles
After the game, first-

year Huskies coach Erin 

Trimpe talked about the 
team and how the players 
are “stepping up into new 
roles.”

“We are starting two 
freshmen, two sophomores 
and a senior,” said Trimpe. 
“We’re throwing kids into 
things and asking them to 
do things that they’ve never 
done before. And so the de-
velopment from all of them 
has been really, really im-
pressive to me.”

Trimpe said that at the 
beginning of the season, she 
talked to Brown, the lone 
senior on the team. 

“I’ve never had to be 
that leader before,” Brown 
told Trimpe. “I’ve always 
been the younger one who 
followed a really solid 
group of seniors, so what 
can I do to help?”

“She and I talk quite a bit 
about leadership and what 
she can do,” said Trimpe. 
“She’s just shown a lot of 
growth in that and it’s made 
a huge difference on and off 
the court for our team.”

Sherrill, a 6-foot fresh-
man, has already provided 
some good minutes for the 
Huskies. Trimpe told Sherrill 
after the game that it was the 
best game she’s played from 
a full-game standpoint.”

“She’s come such a long 
way,” said Trimpe. “She 
has worked a lot with our 
assistant coach Stephanie 
Hoane on just getting solid 
in her post moves and being 
a little bit balanced. Obvi-
ously she’s got great size 
and she’s got great hands, 
it’s just those back to basket 
moves and she’s dedicated a 
lot of time to practice, and 
her growth and her devel-
opment over the past couple 
weeks has been a lot of fun 
to see.”

Trimpe also mentioned 
Presley Cherry as someone 
that’s done well so far, hit-
ting shots and helping out 
Brown with the ball-han-

dling. Reece Blanton, at 
5-4, has become the team’s 
leading rebounder; Trimpe 
said “she knows how to get 
her body in there and just 
play through everything.”

The Huskies are 2-10 
for the season and play at 
Blackford on Saturday. 
Heights will travel to a one-
day tournament at Waldron 
next Friday.

KOKOMO 58, HAMILTON HEIGHTS 37
Heights	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Katie Brown	 5-11	 1-1	 12	 1
Abi Hilfiker	 3-5	 1-2	 7	 4
Presley Cherry	 1-8	 4-4	 6	 1
Reece Blanton	 0-5	 0-0	 0	 1
Sarah Sherrill	 6-8	 0-4	 12	 1
Illiana Bowyer	 0-2	 0-0	 0	 1
Totals	 15-39	 6-11	 37	 9

Score by Quarters
Kokomo	 14	 7	 24	 13 – 58
Heights	 4	 14	 6	 13 – 37
Heights 3-point shooting (1-11) Brown 1-6, Cherry 0-3, Blanton 0-1, 
Bowyer 0-1.
Heights rebounds (20) Brown 7, Sherrill 5, Hilfiker 3, Blanton 3, 
Cherry 2.

The REPORTER
Westfield’s girls basket-

ball team picked up a Hoo-
sier Crossroads Conference 
victory over Avon Tuesday, 
beating the Orioles 56-48 at 
CSI Gymnasium.

Avon led 13-9 after one 
quarter, with the Shamrocks 
cutting that advantage to 
22-21 by halftime. Sam 
Price scored six points in 
the first half, while Meg 
Hamilton added six sec-
ond-quarter points.

Westfield surged ahead 
in the third period, scoring 
17 points for a 38-32 lead 

going into the fourth. Price 
got going with eight points 
in that quarter, while Aubrey 
Crockett added five points. 
The ‘Rocks put up 18 points 
in the fourth, including an 8 
of 9 performance from the 
free-throw line.

Price totaled 18 points, 
while MaKayla Hatcher fin-
ished with 13 points, scor-
ing in each quarter. Hamil-
ton scored 10 points.

The Shamrocks are 3-1 
in conference play and 7-4 
overall. Westfield travels to 
Noblesville Saturday after-
noon for another HCC game.

WESTFIELD 56, AVON 48
Westfield	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Meg Hamilton	 3	 3-4	 10	 4
Aubrey Crockett	 3	 0-0	 7	 0
MaKayla Hatcher	 4	 5-8	 13	 0
Lindsey Van Dyke	 3	 2-4	 8	 3
Sam Price	 8	 2-3	 18	 3
Mia Crask	 0	 0-0	 0	 0
Ellen Wheeler	 0	 0-0	 0	 1
Totals	 21	 12-19	 56	 11

Score by Quarters
Avon	 13	 9	 10	 16 – 48
Westfield	 9	 12	 17	 18 – 56
Westfield 3-pointers (2) Hamilton, Crockett.

The REPORTER
Guerin Catholic’s girls 

got a solid road victory on 
Wednesday, beating New 
Palestine 50-43.

The Golden Eagles 
started strong, leading 15-
10 after one quarter. Ava 
Bills poured in 10 points 
in the opening period, in-
cluding two 3s. Bills con-
tinued to roll in the second 
quarter, adding another 10 
points and helping Guerin 
Catholic to a 30-20 half-
time lead.

The third quarter be-
longed to the Golden Ea-
gles’ defense, which held 
the Dragons to three points. 
Guerin Catholic led 40-23 
after three periods; Annie 
Murphy scored five points. 
New Pal made a comeback 
in the fourth, but GC was 

able to hold the Dragons off, 
with Murphy scoring anoth-
er five points.

Bills made four 3-point-
ers on her way 23 points. 
Murphy totaled 10 points, 

while Lillian Behrle added 
seven points.

The Golden Eagles are 
6-5 and host Purdue Poly-
technic Englewood on Fri-
day.

GUERIN CATHOLIC 50, NEW PALESTINE 43
Guerin Catholic	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Annie Murphy	 1	 7-10	 10	 2
Dana Dues	 1	 0-0	 3	 1
Reagan Haines	 1	 0-0	 2	 3
Ava Bills	 8	 3-4	 23	 0
Lillian Behrle	 3	 1-2	 7	 4
Brinna Wolf	 0	 0-0	 0	 0
Madi Cain	 0	 0-0	 0	 0
Caroline Ford	 1	 3-8	 5	 1
Addy Horvath	 0	 0-0	 0	 0
Rachel Behrle	 0	 0-0	 0	 0
Totals	 15	 14-24	 50	 11

Score by Quarters
Guerin Catholic	 15	 15	 10	 10 – 50
New Palestine	 10	 10	 3	 20 – 43
Guerin Catholic 3-pointers (6) Bills 4, Murphy, Dues.

Golden Eagles win on the road

Girls Basketball
Shamrocks win 

conference battle 
over Avon Orioles

Huskies fall to Kokomo

Paul Poteet . . .
Your Hometown Weatherman!

Thanks for reading!

https://noblesvillesports.com/
https://www.hctv1.com/
https://secure2.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/propertyreports/reports.aspx?parcel=1514100005003006
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SPORTS SCHEDULE
Thursday, Dec. 19

BOYS WRESTLING
Westfield at Noblesville, 6:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Bishop Chatard at University, 6 p.m.

SWIMMING
Guerin Catholic at New Castle (with New Palestine), 5:30 p.m.

University at Lebanon (with Purdue Polytechnic), 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20
BOYS BASKETBALL

Brebeuf Jesuit at University, 7:30 p.m.
Carmel at North Central, 7:30 p.m.

Eastern at Sheridan, 7:30 p.m.
Fishers vs. Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m. at Fishers Event Center

Noblesville at Westfield, 7:30 p.m.
Western at Hamilton Heights, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Eastern at Sheridan, 6 p.m.

Fishers vs. Hamilton Southeastern, 6 p.m. at Fishers Event Center
North Central at Carmel, 7:30 p.m.

Purdue Polytechnic at Guerin Catholic, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 21

BOYS BASKETBALL
Bethesda Christian at Westfield, 5:30 p.m.

Carmel at Kokomo, 7:30 p.m.
Frankfort at Sheridan, 7:30 p.m.
Shortridge at Fishers, 7:30 p.m.

University at Mooresville, 7:30 p.m.
West Lafayette at Hamilton Heights, 7:30 p.m.

Evansville Bosse Winter Classic
Guerin Catholic vs. Evansville Harrison, 1:30 p.m.

BOYS WRESTLING
Hamilton Heights at Rochester McKee Invitational, 8:45 a.m.

Fishers at Columbus East, 9 a.m.
Guerin Catholic at East Central 8-Way, 9 a.m.

Carmel at Kyle Osborn Invitational, 9:30 a.m. at McCutcheon
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Hamilton Heights at Blackford, 1:30 p.m.
Westfield at Noblesville, 1:30 p.m.

GIRLS WRESTLING
Hamilton Heights, Sheridan at Lafayette Jefferson Round Robin, TBD

SWIMMING
Hamilton Southeastern Forum Credit Union Holiday Splash, 9 a.m.

Westfield at Noblesville, 10 a.m.
University at Zionsville Eagle Invitational, 11 a.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

The REPORTER
The NBA G League 

announced Tuesday the of-
ficial schedule for the 2024 
Winter Showcase, present-
ed by The General Insur-
ance. The Mad Ants are 
scheduled to play Friday, 
Dec. 20 and Sunday, Dec. 
22. 

The Mad Ants (5-9) will 
take on the Rio Grande Val-
ley Vipers (Houston Rock-
ets affiliate) at 6 p.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 20. The game will 
be available on Roku. Rio 
Grande Valley enters the 
showcase with a 7-7 record. 

On Sunday, Indiana 
will face the Texas Legends 
(Dallas Mavericks affili-
ate) with tip-off at 10:30 
a.m. The Legends enter the 
showcase with a 5-9 record. 
This game can be streamed 
on NBA TV. 

All Winter Showcase 
games will take place at the 
Orange County Convention 
Center in Orlando, Fla.  

The Mad Ants enter 
the showcase following a 

119-107 victory against the 
Windy City Bulls on Sun-
day, Dec. 15.

After the conclusion of 
the Winter Showcase, the 
Mad Ants return home Fri-
day, Dec. 27 to take on the 
Salt Lake City Stars (Utah 
Jazz affiliate). Tip-off will 
be at 6 p.m. The two clubs 
will play again the follow-
ing day at the same time.

About the 
Indiana Mad Ants

The Indiana Mad Ants 
are the G League affili-
ate of the Indiana Pacers. 
The franchise is currently 
playing in its 18th season 
dating back to 2007-2008. 
The Mad Ants have been 
a part of Pacers Sports 
and Entertainment since 
2015. The club plays their 
home games at the Gain-
bridge Fieldhouse located 
at 125 South Pennsylvania 
Street in downtown Indi-
anapolis. Purchase Mad 
Ants tickets here or visit 
the Gainbridge Fieldhouse 
Box Office.

Lively-Mason signs with 
University of Cincinnati

The REPORTER
Hamilton Heights senior 

Campbell Lively-Mason 
has signed a letter of intent 
to dive for the University 
of Cincinnati in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, this fall. University 
of Cincinnati is a member 
of the Big 12 Conference 
and a NCAA Division I ath-
letic institution. She is the 
daughter of Carrie Lively, 
Cameron Mason, and Casey 
Claus.

It was her visit to the 
University of Cincinnati 
campus that sealed the deal.

“All of the amenities 
available for student ath-
letes allow them to succeed 
on and off the deck,” said 
Lively-Mason, a two-time 
conference diving cham-
pion, sectional champion, 
and a Top 10 State finalist 
who also participated in 
Hamilton Heights’ Unified 
Flag Football and Unified 
Track programs. “Having a 
support staff for nutrition, 
strength, recovery, and ac-
ademics convinced me this 
is what will set me up for 
success. The brand-new 
educational buildings offer 
students new and advanced 
ways of learning along with 
hands-on training at UC’s 
hospital.”

This was attractive to 
Lively-Mason who plans to 
major in physical therapy 
with the goal of working in 
a hospital or therapeutic set-
ting.

Lively-Mason entered 
the sport of diving by 
chance her freshman year 
after an elbow injury sus-
tained in gymnastics. She 

started training with Ripfest 
Diving in Arcadia. Shortly 
thereafter, she began train-
ing full time during her 
summers, six days/40 hours 
each week.

“I was dedicated to 
becoming a competitive 
Division 1 athlete,” she 
recalled. “After a year of 
going through the recruit-
ing process, I achieved my 
goal and became a Power 5 
athlete (been diving for 4 ½ 
years).”

Lively-Masion credits 
her mom and her Ripfest 

coaches for their influence 
and support as she de-
veloped her diving skills. 
“They believed I could 
achieve things even when 
I didn’t believe in myself,” 
she noted.

“Campbell was a plea-
sure to work with,” former 
Hamilton Heights High 
School diving coach Steve 
Hoeferle said. “She has a 
great personality and will 
do great things at Cincinnati 
next Fall. Always wishing 
for the best for Campbell.”

“We are very excited for 

Campbell to have the op-
portunity to continue diving 
at the next level,” Hamilton 
Heights Athletic Director 
Kurt Ogden said. “She has 
spent countless hours of 
training, both in the pool 
and doing dryland training, 
to earn this opportunity. We 
wish her the best at Cincin-
nati University.”

When Lively-Mason is 
not in the water, she works 
as a gymnastics coach at 
Wrights 360 and serves as 
a student athletic aide in the 
fall, winter, and spring.

Photo by Jen Kauffman
Hamilton Heights’ senior Campbell Lively-Mason has signed a letter of intent to 
join the University of Cincinnati Bearcats Swimming & Diving team in Cincinnati, 
Ohio this fall. Campbell Lively-Mason (seated) is pictured with her parents Casey 
Claus (stepfather), Carrie Lively (mother), and Cameron Mason (father).

The REPORTER
Pro Volleyball Feder-

ation (PVF), the premiere 
professional volleyball 
league in the United States, 
has announced its inaugural 
All-Star Match, set to take 
place on Saturday, Feb. 22, 
2025, on Indy Ignite’s home 
court, Fishers Event Center. 
The event will showcase the 
league’s top talent and give 
fans a unique opportunity to 
witness the best in profes-
sional volleyball. 

In a historic first for pro-
fessional volleyball, CBS 
Television Network will air 
the match on its national 
broadcast. This landmark 
moment underscores PVF’s 
commitment to elevating the 
sport and bringing profes-
sional women’s volleyball to 
a broader audience. 

“The All-Star Match will 
be a defining moment for our 
league and the sport of vol-
leyball, showcasing the ex-
traordinary talent of the PVF 
athletes and representing an 
incredible step forward in 
increasing visibility for the 
sport,” PVF CEO Jen Spich-
er said. “Partnering with 
CBS to bring the All-Star 
Match to a national audience 
underscores our commit-
ment to growing visibility 
for our athletes and provid-

ing unparalleled access to 
volleyball fans everywhere. 
We are also beyond excited 
to partner with CBS Sports 
on this incredible oppor-
tunity and thank them for 
their unwavering support in 
helping us continue to raise 
the profile for professional 
volleyball.” 

The All-Star match will 
take place at 1:30 p.m. Feb. 
22 at Fishers Event Center, 
home of the league’s new-
est franchise, the Indy Ig-
nite. Opened in November 
2024, the venue is already 
becoming a go-to destina-
tion for sports and entertain-
ment, hosting concerts and 
events and also serving as 
the sports hub for the Indy 
Fuel (ECHL) and Fishers 
Freight (IFL). The Ignite’s 
inaugural season begins at 
Fishers Event Center on Jan. 
11. Tickets to Ignite match-
es, which start at $30 per 
match, are available at indy-
ignitevb.com. 

“The excitement contin-
ues to build in Indianapolis 
for professional women’s 
volleyball,” said Mary Kay 
Huse, president and gener-
al manager of Indy Ignite. 
“Hosting the first Pro Vol-
leyball Federation All-Star 
weekend, just as we’re cele-
brating Indy Ignite’s inaugu-

ral season, is nothing short of 
epic. “We’re grateful for the 
support of the Indiana Sports 
Corp, Hamilton County 
Sports Authority, and the 
City of Fishers in secur-
ing this bid. We’re looking 
forward to putting together 
our All-Star Host Commit-
tee and getting to work on 
creating an amazing experi-
ence for volleyball fans from 
across the Country.” 

The PVF All-Star match 
is the third such All-Star 
weekend to be announced 
for Central Indiana – to-
gether the three will take 
place across a span of 18 
months. The NBA All-Star 
game was held on the In-
diana Pacers’ and Fever’s 
home court, Gainbridge 
Fieldhouse, on Feb. 18, 
2024, and the WNBA All-
Star game will be held at 
Gainbridge Fieldhouse on 
July 19, 2025. 

“Indianapolis and the 
state of Indiana continue 
to solidify their support of 
women’s sports, and this is 
another great step forward,” 
said Sarah Myer, Chief of 
Staff and Strategy for Indi-
ana Sports Corp. “To now 
host three All-Star events 
within 18 months and se-
cure this event as a part of 
the Ignite’s inaugural season 

shows how this community 
can quickly come together 
and elevate ourselves as the 
place where champions are 
crowned.” 

In partnership with the 
City of Fishers and Indy Ig-
nite, the Hamilton County 
Sports Authority is leading 
the charge with the All-Star 
Host Committee made up 
of community leaders in the 
region that share the com-
mon goal of promoting and 
executing premier events in 
Central Indiana. 

“The All-Star Host 
Committee is committed to 
hosting an unprecedented in-
augural Pro Volleyball Fed-
eration (PVF) All-Star Game 
that will showcase the ex-
traordinary talent of the PVF 
and the sport of volleyball,” 
Hamilton County Sports Au-
thority Director Carl Daniels 
said. “Thanks to the region’s 
devoted sports expertise and 
fandom, the PVF All-Star 
Game is another example of 
a world-class event selecting 
Indiana as its host location.” 

The PVF All-Star Match 
will include players from all 
league teams. The selection 
process, coaches, and for-
mat will be announced soon. 
Ticket information will also 
be available in the coming 
weeks.
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