
The REPORTER
This coming Tuesday and 

Wednesday, Dec. 10 and 11, 
the Hamilton County Sheriff’s 
Office (HCSO) Communi-
ty Foundation will help save 
Christmas for 48 children in 
Hamilton County.

Santa’s little helpers 
shopped for gifts at Target and 
collected warm winter coats 
from Old Navy. HCSO staff 
and members of the public 
filled personalized stockings, 
and volunteers and employees 
wrapped presents. The next 
step involves the Hamilton 
County Sheriff’s Christmas 
Express. Santa Claus, Deputy 
Justice (mascot), patrol depu-
ties, corrections officers, and 
family members will load large 
red bags full of toys into police 
vehicles. The jolly group will 
then hand-deliver the gifts to 

the front doorsteps of partici-
pating families.

A special thank you goes 
out to the HCSO Citizens 
Academy Alumni Association, 
Target of Fishers, Old Navy at 
Hamilton Town Center, Mer-
cantile 37, Hamilton County 
Youth Assistance Programs, 
and many contributions from 
the community for helping to 
make this event possible.

The HCSO Community 
Foundation’s is a 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization, and its 
goals involve: 

• Providing financial aid 
and helping for those in need 
in the community, particularly 
children.

• Supporting the hardwork-
ing employees at the Sheriff’s 
Office.

• Building stronger relation-
ships between deputies, correc-

tions officers, and staff with all 
members of the community.

ALL ABOARD! The Ham-

ilton County Sheriff’s Christ-
mas Express is coming to a 
neighborhood near you.
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Watch local FFa students take on 
Make48-Corteva agriscience Challenge
Episodes premiere Dec. 18 on This Old House Makers Channel on Roku
The REPORTER

Get ready to watch the fu-
ture of agriculture as Make48 
puts the focus of Indiana's FFA 
students on display.

On Wednesday, Dec. 18, 
two new episodes will be avail-
able on This Old House Makers 
Channel (Roku), revealing the 
results of the fourth Make48 
competition of the season.

“National FFA is excited to 
be partnering with Make48 as 
we watch our students show their 
creativity and innovation,” said 
Christine White, chief program 
officer of the National FFA Or-
ganization. “We know our FFA 
members are the next creators, 
innovators, and leaders. Through 
Make48, our members show that 
talent to an even larger audience. 
We are excited that Make48 is 
making it possible for this select 
group of students to come to-
gether, collaborate, and create.” Photo provided

Behold … the future of agriculture! Among these seven Indiana FFA teams were three 
from Hamilton County: Heights, Fishers, and Hamilton Southeastern.

See Indiana’s judicial 
system in action at 

Fishers High School
The REPORTER

The Court of Appeals of Indiana's 
award-winning civics education out-
reach program, Appeals on Wheels, is 
coming to Ham-
ilton County next 
week.

A panel of 
judges will hear 
live, in-person ar-
guments in Colvin 
v. State beginning 
at 1:50 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 
12 at Fishers High 
School, 13000 
Promise Road. 
The judges will be 
Paul D. Mathias, 
Dana J. Kenwor-
thy, and Peter R. 
Foley.

The event is 
open to the public 
and the audience 
will have a chance 
to ask the judges 
questions about 
the judiciary fol-
lowing the argu-
ment; however, 
they are unable 
to speak about 
the specific case. 
Click here to read 
the case synopsis.

The Court of 
Appeals of Indi-
ana is the second highest court in the 
state, hearing appeals from Indiana's 
trial courts and some state agencies. 
The 15 judges of the Court issue over 
2,000 opinions per year.

Judge Mathias

Judge Kenworthy

Judge Foley

Charles dickens’ A Christmas Carol 
kindles hope of the holiday season
One-hour production now on stage at Beef & Boards

The REPORTER
Celebrating redemption 

against the odds, Beef & Boards 
Dinner Theatre’s one-hour pro-
duction of the Charles Dickens 
classic A Christmas Carol is 
now on stage through Dec. 23. 
There are just 11 performances 
of this stage adaptation of the 
beloved tale, which features tra-
ditional carols.

A miserly businessman, 
Ebenezer Scrooge’s bitterness 
has grown through the years un-
til it consumes him. Caring little 
for the needs of his fellow man, 
Scrooge strives to keep money 
in his pocket rather than coal 
on the fire. Meanwhile, his em-
ployee Bob Cratchit faithfully 
endures the ongoing chill from 
both his workplace and his boss. 

Faithfully, Cratchit keeps 

Scrooge in his prayers, even 
though his own family strug-
gles to survive on his meager 
salary. The health of Cratchit’s 
young son Tiny Tim is equally 
poor, but Scrooge’s heart is as 
cold and dark as London’s un-
forgiving winter, and his coffers 
remain shut tight.

Scrooge’s mercilessness 
stirs the spirit of his late busi-
ness partner, Jacob Marley, who 
appears to him on Christmas 
Eve. Warning of the fate that 
will befall Scrooge if he does 
not change his ways, Marley 
tells him that he will be visited 
by three more spirits and advis-
es to heed the messages they 
bring. The ghosts of Christmas 
Past, Present, and Yet to Come 

Photo provided
The Ghost of Jacob Marley (Michael Davis), left, warns 
his former business partner Ebenezer Scrooge (Jeff 
Stockberger) what will befall him if he continues on his 
chosen path in life.

see FFA . . . Page 3

see Carol . . . Page 2

Westfield City Council to vote on 
Grand Park Public-Private agreement
Submitted by 
City of Westfield

At the Monday, Dec. 9 
meeting, the Westfield City 
Council is set to vote on a Pub-
lic-Private Agreement (PPA) 
with Grand Park Sports & 
Entertainment, LLC (GPSE) 
to manage and operate Grand 
Park, beginning Jan. 1, 2025.

This collaboration aligns 
with the city’s ongoing efforts to 
enhance community amenities, 

support youth sports, and stimu-
late local economic growth.

As one of the premier 
sports destinations in the coun-
try, Grand Park will continue 
to serve as a hub for youth 
sports events and communi-
ty activities that contribute 
to Westfield’s cultural, recre-
ational, and economic devel-
opment. GPSE will manage 
the park in a way that reflects 
the city’s goals, ensuring it re-

mains an accessible and valu-
able resource for residents and 
visitors alike.

The agreement ensures that 
signature events, such as West-
field Rocks the Fourth and the 
Indianapolis Colts Training 
Camp, will remain integral to 
Grand Park’s schedule. Addi-
tionally, Westfield residents 
will continue to enjoy free ac-
cess to all youth sports events 
organized by GPSE through the 

Bullpen Gives Back program.
A dedicated Escrow Fund 

will be established to main-
tain and improve Grand Park’s 
facilities, with the city and 
GPSE contributing annually. 
This fund will support mainte-
nance, capital improvements, 
and facility upgrades, ensuring 
that the park remains a top des-
tination for generations.

see Grand . . . Page 2

How I Broke This 
ep. 9: Shy Bladders 

Anonymous

SCOTT SAALMAN

COLUMNIST

Scaramouch

“Should I stay, or 
should I go?” – The 
Clash

GUY RAZZ: I’m 
Guy Razz, host of How 
I Broke This. Welcome 
to my narrative journey 
about business inepti-
tude and the failed lead-
ers who failed to learn 
from their failures. 
Listen as my guests re-
veal what led to their crushed entrepreneur-
ial spirits. Today’s guest is Whiz Wagstaff, 
founder of the short-lived Shy Bladders 
Anonymous (SBA) support group for suffer-
ers of Shy Bladder Syndrome (SBS).

WHIZ: I had no idea your studio is actu-
ally an aluminum shed.

GUY: I got the shed. My ex got the 
house. The shed landed here during tornado 
season. No neighbor claimed it, so we kept 
it. I’m pretty sure Marc Maron started this 
way, too. We’d been hoping for a trampo-
line for the kids, but a free shed is nothing to 
scoff at. My ex allows me to keep using the 
shed for this podcast, but she draws the line 
at going into her house to use her bathroom. 

WHIZ: But what if you need a toilet?
GUY: See that bucket of sawdust?
WHIZ: I hope I never get divorced. 

There’s no way I could pee in an orange 
Home Depot bucket. Marriage can be chal-
lenging. I get it, man. Having a shy bladder 
can compound the challenge. Most marriag-
es involving SBS don’t last. Shared bath-
rooms are not fun. Most men feel pressure 
from their spouses to pee in front of them. 
Bathroom bashfulness often raises ques-
tions about true togetherness. I’m lucky. 
My wife sees SBS for what it really is – a 
disease. She is supportive even though she 
has an extroverted bladder. My wife could 
pee center stage at The Hollywood Bowl.

GUY: Your wife does that?
WHIZ: I’m exaggerating to make a point. 
GUY: Thanks for clarifying. I was wor-

ried that was something Ticketmaster might 
promote. Well, actually, I was hoping …

WHIZ: To her, peeing in front of others 
is as natural as sneezing – which, for her, 
often goes hand in hand. 

GUY: Have you always suffered from 
SBS? 

WHIZ: It became noticeable once I 
started school. That’s when I had to first 
face the eternal bane of my existence: pub-
lic urinals. I had always been a stall boy. I 
need enclosure. Privacy. But stall boys like 
me were ridiculed by the boy packs. “What 
are you doing in there, peeing like a girl?” 

Photo provided by Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office
Santa and Deputy Justice help carry gifts during last 
year’s Hamilton County Sheriff’s Christmas Express.

Hop on Sheriff’s Christmas Express!

see Shy Bladders . . . Page 2
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The agreement also pri-
oritizes local youth sports 
organizations, with West-
field Youth Sports, Inc. 
(WYSI) continuing to uti-
lize Grand Park’s facilities 
at discounted rates. GPSE 
is committed to honoring 
its existing agreements with 
WYSI, ensuring that their 
scheduling needs are met, 
and supporting the growth 
of youth athletic programs 
in the community.

“As Westfield continues 
to grow rapidly, Westfield 
Youth Sports is experiencing 
a surge in participation from 
the city's young athletes,” 
WYSI Board President Chad 
Schenkel said. “This agree-
ment helps the organization 
offer access to diamond and 
field facilities for the com-
munity's youth, while help-
ing to address some of the 
challenges we face in secur-
ing athletic spaces.”

Beyond sports, the part-
nership lays the foundation 
for the future development 
of the Grand Park District, 
a mixed-use area designed 
to attract businesses, partic-
ularly in the sports technol-
ogy sector. GPSE will col-
laborate with city officials 
and developers to help bring 
this vision to life, promot-
ing innovation and creating 
economic opportunities in 
the region.

“The partnership with 
GPSE is a transformative 
step forward for the City 
of Westfield,” Mayor Scott 
Willis said. “By aligning 
with them, we’re ensuring 
that Grand Park remains 
a premier destination for 
youth sports and commu-
nity events and investing 
in our City’s long-term 
growth. This agreement rec-
ognizes that the private sec-
tor is uniquely positioned to 

effectively manage and op-
erate Grand Park, ensuring 
its long-term stability and 
success. It will enhance our 
quality of life, attract new 
opportunities for economic 
development, and provide 
lasting benefits to our resi-
dents for years to come. It’s 
an exciting time for West-
field, and we look forward 
to seeing the continued suc-
cess of this incredible com-
munity asset.”

Performance metrics 
will be in place to ensure 
that Grand Park's manage-
ment meets the city’s stan-
dards. These metrics will 
include visitor counts, out-
of-area attendance, and part-
nerships with local hotels. 
Regular audits and reviews 
will ensure that GPSE’s 
operations align with the 
City’s expectations for the 
park’s success. Metrics in-
clude a 15 percent increase 
in unique visitors to Grand 
Park over the first 10 years, 
and at least 50 percent of 
tournament visitors travel 
from over 50 miles away.

If approved, the agree-
ment's initial term will be 
10 years, with the option 
for four five-year exten-
sions based on performance. 
This long-term partnership 
underscores Westfield’s 
commitment to building 
a vibrant and sustainable 
community, enhancing the 
quality of life for residents, 
and strengthening the local 
economy. The revenue gen-
erated from the agreement 
is expected to be more than 
$184 million.

The meeting will be 
held at Westfield City Hall, 
130 Penn St., and begins at 
7 p.m. The meeting can also 
be viewed via live stream on 
the City of Westfield You-
Tube page.

then appear to Scrooge in 
succession – reminding him 
of what was, showing what 
is, and foretelling the bleak 
and lonely future that is his 
destiny should he contin-
ue on his present path. Not 
only will his life be quick-
ly forgotten if he maintains 
his miserly ways, but those 
around him are destined to 
face hardships that he could 
have easily prevented.

Jeff Stockberger plays 
the role of Ebenezer 
Scrooge, with Jacob But-
ler as Bob Cratchit, and 
Michael Davis as Jacob 
Marley. Joining them are 
Bradley Allan Lowe as 
Fred, and Kamryn Sarratt 
as Mrs. Cratchit. The ghosts 
of Christmas Past, Present, 
and Yet to Come are played 
by Vickie Cornelius Phipps, 
Tristan Ross, and Reno 
Moore respectively.

A Christmas Carol is 
directed by Elizabeth Stark 
Payne and choreographed 
by Phillip Crawshaw. Mu-
sic arrangements are by 
Michael Hoagland, with 
Debbie Myers as musical 
director. 

Limited tickets remain 
for Beef & Boards’ produc-
tion of A Christmas Carol. 
Tickets range from $41 to 
$49 and include Chef Lar-
ry Stoops’ holiday buffet. 
Parking is always free. For 
tickets, show schedule, 
or additional details, visit 
BeefandBoards.com. For 
more information, call the 
box office at (317) 872-
9664.

Beef & Boards Din-
ner Theatre, Indiana’s only 
year-round professional 
dinner theatre, has been 
serving up exceptional en-
tertainment since 1973.

they’d shout and laugh. I 
succumbed to peer pressure 
and waited in the urinal line.

GUY: But at least you 
finally conformed socially.

WHIZ: Not really. I 
only pretended to pee when 
others were behind me. I’d 
unzip and feign the nec-
essary movements, fake a 
loud sigh of relief, wiggle 
and jiggle, from first grade 
on through high school – 
and beyond. I am The Great 
Pee-tender. I deserve a life-
time achievement award for 
my performance art.

GUY: Tell us about your 
shy bladder support group.

WHIZ: Guy, for most of 
my life, I thought I was the 
only one with a shy bladder. 
I didn’t dare discuss it with 
anyone. Not too long ago, 
though, I stood at a urinal 
beside a coworker, Bob, 

who was at the other urinal. 
Our workplace has those 
dreaded urinals without 
side shields. We stood so 
close together we bumped 
elbows. There we stood. Me 
and Bob, making uncom-
fortable small talk. Appar-
ently, he’s a big believer in 
UFOs. While I waited for 
Bob to flush, I pretended to 
pee. I was already late for 
a meeting since I had been 
pretending to pee beside a 
succession of three other 
guys before Bob’s arriv-
al. Finally, I fake flushed. 
Bob flushed. I unnecessar-
ily washed my hands. Bob 
followed me out the door. I 
moved through the maze of 
hallways and entered a dif-
ferent restroom. Just when 
I was about to finally let it 
flow, someone entered and 
stood at the adjacent uri-

nal. It was Bob! I mean, 
gee whiz! It was a revela-
tory moment. Like I said, 
I always thought I had the 
world’s only bashful blad-
der, but, thanks to Bob, I 
realized there are others like 
me. I was not alone. That 
planted the seed for Shy 
Bladders Anonymous. 

GUY: Tell us about your 
first meeting.

WHIZ: The turnout was 
tremendous. We convened 
in the basement of the local 
Snipe Hunter Lodge. We 
shared SBS horror stories. 
We offered helpful tips on 
how to pee in public. One 
guy said he eventually got 
into his mental pee zone 
and blocked out those be-
hind him by imagining he 
was mowing grass, reliv-
ing every swath required 
to complete his backyard. 

The first hour of our meet-
ing whizzed by – pardon the 
pun. Finally, we had a safe 
place to discuss SBS. It was 
a bladder bonding experi-
ence.

GUY: Your first SBA 
meeting also marked your 
last SBA meeting. Why did 
SBA fail?

WHIZ: At the meet-
ing’s midpoint, we paused 
for a biological break. A 
lot of beer was chugged to 
calm our nerves that night. 
All 12 of us rushed into the 
restroom at the same time. 
The line stretched out the 
door since there was only 
one urinal. No one dared 
use the stall. The line never 
moved. My poor coworker 
Joe was first in line. Time 
stood still as he imagined 
mowing his yard. Each of 
us knew we’d do the same 

thing. Although he failed to 
pee, we admired his effort. 
The real problem was, we 
rented the lodge’s meeting 
room for only 90 minutes. 
Time ran out before we 
could reconvene to com-

plete our inaugural meeting. 
We knew that would never 
change.

To join Hamilton County 
Shy Bladders Anonymous, 
contact scottsaalman@
gmail.com.

Photo provided by Scott Saalman
Scott’s restroom from hell.
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eric Utterback showcased as Noblesville 
Creates’ newest artist of the Month

Submitted
Noblesville Creates will 

feature artist Eric Utterback 
in the Stephenson House 
and Gifted: Hand-
made Wonders in 
the Judge Stone 
House, along with 
other Artists of 
the Month, in De-
cember.

The Artists of 
the Month include 
Eric Utterback, 
Michael Jack, and 
Jerry Mannell, 
with each of their exhibits 
showcased at different No-
blesville Creates locations. 
Information on exhibit 
dates, receptions, and artist 
details is available below.

Stephenson House
Eric Utterback

Familiar genres of-
ten follow familiar styles. 
One might expect a paint-
ing depicting knights or 
dragons to be illustrative 
and straightforward, or an 
abstract painting to be a 
conceptual exploration of 
technique, color, or anoth-
er element. New perspec-
tives and practices can 
be developed through the 
combination of genre and 
styles, as artist Eric Utter-
back has discovered. He 
aims to blend his passion 
for illustrative and abstract 
paintings and lay out the 
processes that got him there 
in his showcase exhibit, Di-
verging Worlds.

Utterback studied at 
Vincennes University for 
graphic design and at Her-
ron School of Art & Design 
for painting. He’s always 
had an interest in fantasy as 
a genre and began drawing 
monsters and mayhem at an 
early age. Past university, 
he pursued workshops and 
mentorship programs to re-

fine his repertoire. For him, 
“fine art is one mindset, 
illustration is another one 
entirely.” Fine art requires 

careful study 
to build strong 
c o m p o s i t i o n s 
and foundational 
skills, whereas he 
can create more 
freely when illus-
trating.

As his process 
evolves, it re-
mains largely an 
organic one. Ut-

terback will wash the paint-
ing surface in color to build 
movement before layering 
in geometric shapes. Repre-
sentational images threaded 
throughout the composition 
twist with the more elusive 
shapes and create a dynamic 
push and pull visual effect. 
He enjoys employing a 
“dichotomy of hard edges, 
soft edges, abrupt breaks, 
and juxtaposition.” He also 
strives to utilize materials 
that will lengthen the lon-
gevity of his work. For ex-
ample, he’s recently begun 
using Aluminum Composite 
Materials, or ACM panels, 
as his painting surface. The 
lightweight material can be 
purchased in bulk, cut down 
to size, and does not warp.

Visitors can expect new-
er works of this variety as 
well as older paintings that 
mark Utterback’s creative 
journey. Paintings from 
2020 onward track a vari-
ety of subjects, including 
florals, fantasy, abstracts, 
and more. The exhibit will 
showcase his growth in 
quality and expression and 
the work he’s done to merge 
illustrative and abstract rep-
resentations.

See the full exhibit, 
Diverging Worlds, in the 
Stephenson House Gallery 

at the Noblesville Creates 
campus through Dec. 28. 
The campus is open for 
exploration Wednesday to 
Friday from noon to 5 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. You can meet Ut-
terback during his free open 
house reception from 6 to 9 
p.m. tonight, Friday, Dec. 6.

Judge Stone House
Gifted: Handmade 

Wonders
Noblesville Creates' 

annual artistic celebration 
returns for another holiday 
season. Stop by the historic 
campus at 8th and Maple 
to shop truly unique gifts. 
Gifted: Handmade Wonders 
features a wide variety of ar-
tisanal items from Hoosier 
creatives in the cozy Judge 
Stone House Gallery. From 
woodworking, stoneware, 
textiles, and more, there is 
something for everyone on 
your shopping list. A large 
portion of each purchase 
also goes back to the artist 
behind each piece, meaning 
that you are directly sup-
porting a local artist in our 
community.

Purchases can be made 
in person or through the 
online shop featuring all of 
the Gifted: Handmade Won-

ders items. Items purchased 
online will be available for 
pick up only.

Gifted: Handmade 
Wonders will be viewable 
through Dec. 28 in the Judge 
Stone House gallery. The 
Noblesville Creates campus 
is open Wednesday through 
Friday noon to 5 p.m. and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. The reception for this 
exhibit will be from 6 to 9 
p.m. tonight, Friday, Dec. 6 
at the Judge Stone House. 

Four Day Ray
Jerry Mannell

See the full Mindful ex-
hibit at Four Day Ray Brew-
ing, located at 11671 Lan-
tern Road, Fishers, through 
Dec. 28. Hours are Sunday 
and Monday from 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m., Tuesday through 
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m., and Friday and Satur-
day from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 

Meyer Najem
Michael Jack

See the full exhibit, Sto-
ries from the Coast, through 
Dec. 27. This exhibit is 
viewable at the Meyer Na-
jem 2nd floor gallery, locat-
ed at 11787 Lantern Road 
in Fishers, Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m.

Art provided
“Hydra’s Nest” by Eric Utterback.

Utterback

Goodness Gracious! Meet santa & 
Grinch at new Carmel restaurant dec. 14
The REPORTER

“Santa on the Move” is 
coming to Goodness Gra-
cious Kitchen Cupboard 
from 8 to 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 14. Santa and Grinch 
will be available to meet 
with kids – and grown-ups – 
and pose for pictures. 

Local event and mar-
keting business MEG & 
Associates started a new 
initiative this holiday sea-
son to help local nonprofits 
raise end-of-year donations. 
MEG & Associates is offer-
ing a $250 per half-hour do-
nation or $500 for one-hour 
donation to local nonprof-
its in exchange for Santa, 
Grinch and/or Mrs. Claus to 
come to holiday parties or 
gatherings. This opportuni-
ty is being offered through 
Dec. 16. 

One of the stops for 
Santa on the Move will 
be to Goodness Gracious 
Kitchen Cupboard – a new 
restaurant located at 24 N. 
Range Line Road, Carmel. 
Goodness Gracious offers 

a unique menu built on the 
idea of preserving the past 
with food and tradition. 
Their food is crafted from 
old recipes, old stories, and 
old memories. Visit their 
website at ilovegoodness-
gracious.com.

As for the fundraising 
initiative, MEG & Associ-
ates is working to aid the 
following Carmel arts orga-
nizations: 

• Actors Theatre of In-
diana

• Carmel Symphony Or-
chestra

• Central Indiana Acade-
my of Dance and Ensemble

• Gregory Hancock 
Dance Theatre

• Carmel Arts Council
• Carmel Clay History 

Museum
• Carmel Clay Public 

Library
• CarmelFest – Carmel 

Rotary
• Carmel International 

Arts Festival
• Booth Tarkington Civ-

ic Theatre

• Indiana Wind Sympho-
ny 

• Carmel Education 
Foundation

MEG & Associates will 
consider other nonprofit 
organizations upon discus-
sion. Please contact meg@
megpromo.com to set up 

your appointment.
In the meantime, make 

plans to join Santa and 
Grinch at Goodness Gra-
cious on Dec. 14. Get a hug 
from the Big Guy, a high 
five from Grinch and some 
fun photos to share this hol-
iday season.

Photo provided
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3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
1/2 Price Bottles of Wine 

On Wednesdays
Reservations Recommended 

Seven teams of high 
school students from Indi-
ana FFA chapters participat-
ed in the 48-hour challenge 
sponsored by Corteva Agri-
science. The competition 
provided a platform for FFA 
members to exhibit their 
design and critical thinking 
skills.

Their challenge? To con-
struct and build interactive 
displays that educate the 
public about the diverse and 
positive impact of the agri-
culture industry. 

“This is a great oppor-
tunity to share Indiana FFA 
with a new, global audi-
ence,” said Amanda Mull-
ins, Indiana FFA Assistant 
Director for Career and 
Leadership Development. 
“This competition helped 
FFA members grow and 
brought presentation and 
leadership challenges to the 
forefront of their develop-
ment. The show will both 
entertain, showcase our out-
standing FFA members and 
help broaden the depth of 
agriculture knowledge with 
viewers on Dec. 18.” 

Each team, consisting 
of three students and a team 
captain, engaged in a chal-
lenge that mirrors Corteva's 
commitment to the theme 
of Agriculture Education. 
High schools from around 
the region participated. 
Teams included the Ham-
ilton Heights FFA; Agrica-
dabra (Purdue Polytechnic 
H.S.-Broad Ripple Cam-
pus); EH Royals (Eastern 
Hancock FFA); Mud Flaps 
(Frankton-Lapel); HSE FFA 
(Hamilton Southeastern); 
Clever Connersville FFA 
(Connersville) and Fishers 
High School FFA.

Editor’s note: We won’t 
completely spoil the sur-
prise, but one of the three 
teams from Hamilton 
County won the competi-
tion and earned 1st Place 
for Best Innovation. You’ll 
have to watch the episodes 
to find out which school 
won!

“Corteva Agriscience 
was honored to sponsor 
this year's Make48 compe-
tition in Indianapolis that 
involved seven Indiana FFA 
teams,” said Heidi Spahn, 
Global Corporate and Com-
munity Investment Leader 
at Corteva. “Corteva’s com-
mitment to innovation and 
creativity aligns perfectly 
with Make48’s vision that 
allows competing teams to 

create groundbreaking solu-
tions.”

To assist the teams, 
Make48 brought in experts 
to help build their ideas, 
create one-minute videos, 
and refine their pitches at 
Fishers Maker Playground. 
This state-of-the-art facility 
offers the tools designed for 
tinkering and creating with-
out limits. Nick Snyder and 
his MPG team hosted the 
three-day event at Fishers 
Park.

A panel of expert judg-
es, including Kristie Lar-
son (DeBruce Foundation), 
Stephanie DeCamp (Indiana 
State Fair), and Shondria 
Seaton (Past Make48 Par-
ticipant and People's Choice 
Award Winner), evaluated 
the teams on their creativity, 
problem-solving skills, and 
presentation abilities. 

“We're thrilled to see 
Maker Playground and the 
city of Fishers showcased 
on Make48!” Maker Play-
ground Manager Nick Sny-
der exclaimed. “Hosting 
this innovation competition 
was an incredible way to 
celebrate Fishers' entrepre-
neurial spirit and support 
creative problem-solving 
in our community. We can't 
wait to share this experience 
with everyone when the ep-
isode airs!”

Tune in to Roku on 
Wednesday, Dec. 18 to 
watch the FFA Make48 ep-
isodes. Here's how:

• Roku Users: Add the 
Roku Channel to your Smart 
TV, search for “Make48,” 
and click to watch. For a 
live viewing experience, 
tune in to Channel 458.

• Samsung TV Plus 
Users: Find the This Old 
House Makers Channel on 
Channel 1214.

• Amazon Fire TV De-
vice: Roku can be installed 
on Amazon Fire TV stream-
ing devices.

• Watch it online on the 
Roku Channel here.

• For more information, 
visit roku support.

“Viewers can expect to 
see some impressive cre-
ations from the FFA teams 
as they highlight the impor-
tance and future of agricul-
ture,” Make48 CEO Tom 
Gray said. “These young 
leaders demonstrated their 
passion and problem-solv-
ing skills, as well as bring-
ing insights into the diverse 
career opportunities within 
the agriculture industry.”

NOV 7, 2024 - JAN 4, 2025
THURSDAY - SUNDAY • 6pm - 9:30pm

TICKETS STARTING AT $10.00

FFa
from Page 1

SHARE YOUR NEWS!
Broadcast your community’s news
to readers across Hamilton County

News@ReadTheReporter.com

https://www.ilovegoodnessgracious.com/
https://www.ilovegoodnessgracious.com/
mailto:meg%40megpromo.com?subject=
mailto:meg%40megpromo.com?subject=
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://therokuchannel.roku.com/details/a806b122cf3253c89b9bb44d0ff78d4f/season-8
https://support.roku.com/article/360007223934
https://www.simpletix.com/e/glimmer-lights-at-piney-acres-farm-present-tickets-182097
mailto:news%40readthereporter.com?subject=News%20Submission


4 

Contact Indiana American Water to learn more about how to protect your 
pipes and other water infrastructure and resources this winter. 

When temperatures start to drop, freezing pipes become a serious problem 
for Hoosiers at home. A frozen pipe can burst, prevent water from flowing, 
and even disrupt your heating system.

To combat this icy threat to your comfort and safety, always prepare your 
pipes for the upcoming cold weather. The experts at Indiana American 
Water recommend taking the following precautions before the thermostat 
drops too low: 

Check your pipes for cracks and 
leaks.

1. 

Turn outdoor faucets off for the 
season.

2. 
Schedule seasonal maintenance on 
your plumbing and heating systems.

4. 

3. 
Insulate pipes in unheated areas of 
your home.

GET AHEAD OF THE WEATHER 

WINTER IS COMING… ARE YOUR 
PIPES PREPARED?

At Indiana American Water, we work hard year-round 
to ensure our customers have reliable access to clean, 
fresh water no matter what weather extremes come 
their way. Contact us today to learn more about how to 
protect your home’s water supply and infrastructure or 
for help with an already frozen pipe.

https://amwater.com/inaw/


   News & Opinion 5

For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given; and the government will be on  
his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace   

~ Isaiah 9:6 

GIRL SCOUTS GINGERBREAD COMPETITION
W E S T F I E L D  I N  L I G H T S

D E C E M B E R  7 ,  2 0 2 4
H O S T E D  B Y  B R O W N I E  T R O O P  2 3 9 7

PROCEEDS WILL BE DONATED TO BENEFIT
HANDS OF HOPE & CURE SMA

V O T E  O N L I N E  F O R  Y O U R  F A V O R I T E
G I N G E R B R E A D  D I S P L A Y :

( o n l i n e  v o t i n g  b e g i n s  F r i d a y ,  1 2 / 6  a t  3 : 0 0  P M
a n d  e n d s  S a t u r d a y ,  1 2 / 7  a t  4 : 4 5  P M )

https://my.cheddarup.com/c/online-gingerbread-
competition/barriers/timing?cart

V O T E  I N  P E R S O N  F O R  Y O U R  F A V O R I T E
G I N G E R B R E A D  D I S P L A Y :

a t  C h r i s t  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h
( 3 1 8  N  U n i o n  S t r e e t ,  W e s t f i e l d )

* d o l l a r  b i l l s  o n l y  -  n o  c h a n g e  p l e a s e *
( i n - p e r s o n  v o t i n g  b e g i n s  S a t u r d a y ,  1 2 / 7  a t  3 : 0 0  P M

a n d  e n d s  S a t u r d a y ,  1 2 / 7  a t  4 : 4 5  P M )

WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED
AT WESTF IELD IN  L IGHTS ON
THE MAIN STAGE AT 5 :20  PM!

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  A n n e  D e W e e s e  o r  C h e l s i e  M a r k l a n d  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s :
a d e w e e s e @ c 2 1 s c h e e t z . c o m   *   c h e l s i e 7 m a r k l a n d @ g m a i l . c o m

L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  T H E S E  W O N D E R F U L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S :
h t t p s : / / h a n d s o f h o p e i n . o r g /    *    h t t p s : / / w w w . c u r e s m a . o r g /

A W A R D SJ U D G E S  C H O I C E :1 S T ,  2 N D ,  &  3 R DP E O P L E ’ S  C H O I C E :1 S T ,  2 N D ,  &  3 R D

sheridan boasts new water treatment 
plant, thanks to $34.5M investment 

from Indiana american Water
The REPORTER

Indiana American Wa-
ter recently placed a new, 
advanced water treatment 
plant into service for the 
Town of Sheridan.

This new facility rep-
resents a significant invest-
ment of $34.5 million and 
brings the company’s total 
investment in the town 
to $65.4 million since it 
acquired Sheridan’s water 
and wastewater systems 
in 2018. This level of in-
vestment is part of Indiana 
American Water’s ongoing 
commitment to enhance 
water quality, reliability, 
and service capacity in this 
fast-growing central Indi-
ana community.

The new water treat-
ment plant replaces a pre-
vious facility built in the 
1950s, which had a produc-
tion capacity of 500,000 
gallons per day. With sub-
stantial community growth 
and increased demand, the 
upgraded plant will now 
support a production ca-
pacity of 1.5 million gal-
lons per day, helping en-
sure sufficient water supply 
for residents, businesses, 
and essential services in 
Sheridan.

“Indiana American 
Water is dedicated to de-
livering safe, reliable and 
affordable water service to 
our communities,” Indiana 
American Water President 
Matthew Prine. “This new 
plant will not only increase 

capacity but also improve 
service reliability, quality, 
energy efficiency, and pub-
lic safety, particularly by 
enhancing fire-fighting ca-
pabilities through increased 
water pressure and flow.”

Key features of the new 
Sheridan Water Treatment 
Plant include:

• Improved Filtration 
Process: provides more ef-
fective removal of iron and 
manganese to provide bet-
ter water quality.

• advanced Chemical 
Feed systems: supporting 
compliance with current 
and future drinking water 
standards, along with im-
proved safety for personnel 
and the surrounding com-
munity.

• Centralized da-
ta-Monitoring system: 
optimizes plant operations 
and provides real-time 
oversight.

• emergency Power 
Generator: secures contin-
ued operation during power 
outages.

• additional source 
of supply: added a new 
well to provide additional 
capacity for the next five 
years. 

In addition to the new 
water treatment plant, Indi-
ana American Water has in-
vested nearly $31 million in 
infrastructure investments 
in Sheridan, including new 
water mains, fire hydrants, 
valves, and meters. Indi-
ana American Water also 

brought a new $11.4 mil-
lion wastewater treatment 
facility into service in 
sheridan in 2021.

These system-wide im-
provements reflect Indiana 
American Water’s long-
term partnership with the 
Town of Sheridan, helping 
ensure sustainable and pro-
fessional management of its 
water and wastewater op-
erations, and safeguarding 
the community’s resources 
and public health.

The company is plan-
ning to host a Community 
Open House in the spring 
of 2025. In the meantime, 
a video showing the new 
water treatment plant con-
struction and its features 
can be viewed on youTube. 

Photo courtesy Indiana American Water
A birds-eye view of Indiana American Water’s new water treatment plant 
in Sheridan, taken during construction in October 2024. The new water 
treatment plant is located in northeast Sheridan, near the high school.

Update No. 140
The Hamilton 

County Commu-
nity Foundation 
recently high-
lighted the six 
educational foun-
dations serving 
school districts in 
Hamilton County 
as part of Amer-
ican Education 
Week. I couldn’t agree more 
with their statement that 
“education foundations ar-
en't just resources – they're 
champions of educational 
excellence in our commu-
nity!”

Hamilton Heights 
Educational Foundation 
(HHEF) has long been a 
champion in our district 
helping to enhance the over-
all educational experience 
at Heights for more than 
three decades. The Foun-
dation, a 501(c)(3) not-
for-profit entity, provides 
monetary grants for teach-
ers who initiate classroom 
instruction proposals that 
demonstrate a high degree 
of creativity and instruction 
enhancement.

The Foundation is ded-
icated to transforming the 
educational experience so 
that all students can ac-
quire and effectively apply 
the knowledge, attitudes, 
technology, and skills nec-
essary to thrive at school, 
in their careers, and adult 
lives. It helps support 
rich, authentic opportuni-
ties that bring learning to 
life. In fact, it would be 
difficult to find a student 
who did not benefit from 
Foundation money during 
their PreK-12 journey at 
Heights.

We are deeply grateful 
for the work and dedica-
tion of the Foundation vol-
unteers. It is through their 
efforts and the continued 
support and generosity of 
Foundation advocates that 
our students are given an 
academic advantage. Click 
here to learn more about the 
Foundation and how you 
can be involved.

* * *
I would like to give a 

shout out to the 31 gradu-
ates of the Hamilton County 
A Chance to Serve (ACTS) 
Class of 2024. Among this 
year’s graduates are 11 
Hamilton Heights fresh-
men: Illiana Bowyer, Ben 
Butor, Selah Heuer, Jubilee 
James, Fiona McDonald, 
Will Monnin, AJ Smuck-
er, Quinn Thompson, Nora 
Trees, Aleah Trump, and 
Celeste Wiegman.

The special leader-
ship program, created and 
sponsored by the Purdue 
Extension Hamilton Coun-
ty, offers freshmen the op-

portunity to par-
ticipate in five, 
day-long training 
sessions their first 
semester of high 
school. Gradu-
ates then get to 
apply those skills 
coupled with 
real-time learn-
ing experiences 
by serving as a 

member of a local board for 
one year, with the option 
to continue serving on the 
board through high school. 
Lori Watson, our freshman 
guidance counselor, serves 
as the coordinator for the 
program.

These students will be-
gin their first year of board 
service in January for sev-
eral local organizations. 
Congratulations to these as-
piring leaders of tomorrow 
who are getting a jump start 
today!

* * *
Friday was our first 

“Synchronous” E-Learn-
ing Day of the year. The 
purpose of this type of 
E-Learning Day is to have 
LIVE online learning be-
tween students and teachers 
during inclement weather 
days so that we do not need 
to add make-up school days 
at the end of the year.

Each year, we plan one 
of these days in early De-
cember to ensure teachers 
and students can participate 
in Synchronous E-Learn-
ing. Our goal is to provide 
a meaningful learning alter-
native and quality access to 
teachers for days when the 
regular school day is not 
possible due to weather or 
some other issue, while also 
not extending the school 
year into the summer.

We appreciate our par-
ents preparing and helping 
your students get the most 
out of this type of E-Learn-
ing Day.

* * *
As a note of community 

interest, HOPE Clinic in Ci-
cero will offer free walk-in 
medical and flu shot clin-
ics on Saturday, Dec. 7 and 
Saturday, Dec. 21 from 9 
to 11:30 a.m., and Tuesday, 
Dec. 10 from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
See the flyer at this link.

As I look around at the 
love, support, and kindness 
that our students, staff, and 
community are showing 
each other, the quote from 
William Carey Jones comes 
to mind:

“The joy of brightening 
other lives, bearing each 
other’s burdens, easing 
each other’s loads, and sup-
planting empty hearts and 
lives with generous gifts, 
becomes for us, the magic 
of the holiday season.”

#WeareHuskies

Dr. Derek ArrOwOOD
Heights Superintendent

COLUMNIST

From the desk of Heights 
Supt. Dr. Derek Arrowood

Submitted by 
Mallory Wire

It’s that time of year that 
brings joy, busyness, reflec-
tion, and a few reasons for 
making lists. A list of wants 
and needs to receive as gifts 
or promises to oneself for the 
near future. Lists of people 
to invite to holiday gather-
ings or send cards to. There’s 
always an overwhelming fo-
cus on lists as one year ends 
and another begins. 

However, all the re-
flection and introspection 
this time of year can stir 
up different thoughts and 
feelings for people. Not all 
those thoughts or feelings 
are positive. Some can even 
be harmful. It’s easy to get 
caught up in the busyness of 
the season and not notice the 
internal struggles those close 
to us may be facing.

There’s one list this sea-

son to make sure you check: 
the list of warning signs for 
suicide.

Four out of five people 

who die by suicide exhibit one 
or more of the warning signs 
prior to their death. Warn-
ing signs of suicide include 

threats of suicide, depression, 
increased irritability, sudden 

In the bustle of the holiday season,
know the warning signs of suicide

see Signs . . . Page 6
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@WESTFIELDWELCOME WESTFIELD WELCOME

Register for first Sensory 
skate Night at Ice ribbon 
at Grand Junction Plaza

The REPORTER
The City of Westfield 

and the Westfield Mayor’s 
Council on Disabilities have 
partnered for an inaugu-
ral Sensory Skate Night on 
Sunday, Dec. 15 at the Ice 
Ribbon at Grand Junction 
Plaza, 225 S. Union St.

There will be two 
45-minute skating sessions 
offered at 2:30 p.m. and 
3:15 p.m. These sessions 
are free for individuals and 
their families who need a 
more sensory friendly skat-
ing experience. Attendees 
can also enjoy sensory ac-

tivities inside and near the 
Café building.

“We are happy to part-
ner with the Council on 
Disabilities to offer a free 
Sensory Skate Night at the 
Ice Ribbon,” Mayor Scott 
Willis said. “This event en-
sures that everyone in our 
community, regardless of 
ability, can enjoy the fun of 
skating in an inclusive, wel-
coming environment.”

The ice ribbon is a syn-
thetic ice, which creates 
an easier skating experi-
ence for individuals of all 
abilities. Skate aids will be 

available, and wheelchairs 
will be allowed on the ice. 
In addition, there will be no 
music playing throughout 
the duration of the event.

If there is inclement 
weather, the Sensory Skate 
Night will be rescheduled 
for 4:30 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 17. Those who re-
served tickets will be noti-
fied via email of the change.

Please email westfield-
welcome@westfield.in.gov 
for further questions and 
ticket information.

Ticket reservations can 
be made at this link.

Reporter photo
Noblesville’s Santa Claus was spotted downtown on Friday afternoon 
toiling away at toymaking in the window of Caravan Classes. Artist 
Geoff Davis was recently featured on WISH-TV where he talked about 
his love of making handcrafted wooden toys for children – in addition 
to bringing the magic of S. Claus to life right here in Hamilton County. 
Click here to see that feature story on WISH-TV.com.

Who knew santa’s 
workshop was in 

downtown Noblesville?
The REPORTER

The City of Carmel’s 
adoption of OpenGOV, a 
state-of-the-art procurement 
software, will revolution-
ize the city’s bid process, 
fostering a more open and 
competitive bidding envi-
ronment while reducing ad-
ministrative costs and waste 
generated by a paper-based 
bid process.

The new system is set to 
launch in January 2025, ul-
timately benefiting contrac-
tors, residents and taxpayers 
alike through a more effi-
cient bidding process.

“Currently, our bid pro-
cess is somewhat restric-
tive,” Mayor Sue Finkam 
said. “This makes it chal-
lenging to access informa-
tion and results in a limited 
pool of recurring bidders, 
which hinders competition. 
With OpenGOV, we are pro-
viding a more efficient and 
accessible tool for interested 
vendors, city team members 
and the community.”

The implementation of 
OpenGOV addresses sev-
eral critical challenges for 
the city. Previously, each 
department managed its 
own procurement process, 
resulting in inefficiencies. 
Vendors had to pay for 
access to bid documents, 

putting small-
er businesses at 
a disadvantage, 
and there were 
significant costs 
associated with 
the paper-based 
process.   

The Open-
GOV system 
provides multi-
ple advantages 
for contractors, 
streamlining their 
interaction with 
the city’s pro-
curement process 
including simpli-
fied registration, 
easy online ac-
cess, electronic 
submissions and a 
cost savings. For residents, 
the OpenGOV system of-
fers a more efficient and 
cost-effective approach to 
managing city projects.

“OpenGOV offers a 
guided, step-by-step process 
designed specifically for 
government needs,” Carm-
el City Clerk Jacob Quinn 
said. “Automated processes 
will bring significant time 
savings and reduce adminis-
trative burden. Comprehen-
sive lifecycle management 
will allow us to capture 
solicitation lifecycles in a 
single location, for a more 

organized pro-
curement. Thanks 
to our admin-
istration, and 
specifically the 
city's purchasing 
analyst, Andrew 
Greeson, for the 
adoption of this 
software and dili-
gence in getting it 
implemented.”

The City of 
Carmel joins 
other major ju-
risdictions such 
as Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Or-
ange County, and 
Orlando in lever-
aging OpenGOV 
to transform their 

procurement processes. 
This initiative underscores 
Carmel’s commitment to 
transparency, efficiency and 
fiscal responsibility.

To sign up to become 
a registered vendor and re-
ceive notifications of up-
coming opportunities, visit 
the City of Carmel’s Open-
GOV portal. There is no 
cost to register or use Open-
Gov. You may also contact 
Jacob Quinn at jquinn@
carmel.in.gov or Purchas-
ing Analyst, Andrew Gree-
son at agreeson@carmel.
in.gov.

Finkam

Quinn

Carmel’s new bid process 
enhancements offer

efficiencies & savings

changes in appetite or ap-
pearance, or a decrease/lack 
of interest. It can be any one 
or combination of the signs 
on the list. No two suicides 
are exactly alike. A more ex-
tensive list of examples and 
explanations can be found on 
The Jason Foundation’s web-
site, JasonFoundation.com.

If you or someone you 
know are experiencing sui-

cidal thoughts this holiday 
season, there are resources 
available. 988 is the Suicide 
& Crisis Lifeline. It is avail-
able to call or text at any 
time for people in need of as-
sistance. The Trevor Project 
is a national resource for the 
LGBTQ community. They 
can be reached by calling 
1-800-488-7386 or texting 
START to 678-678.

The Jason Foundation is 
a national resource for educa-
tion and prevention of youth 
and young adult suicide. 
Learn more about suicide, 
find the closest Affiliate Of-
fice to you, and access educa-
tional trainings and materials 
at JasonFoundation.com. 

Mallory Wire is the As-
sociation Division Director 
at The Jason Foundation.

SiGnS
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Weather is unpredictable . . . paul poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!
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Submitted by Bill Doss
Hamilton County 
Veterans Corporation

You probably know that 
military veterans have a 
higher suicide rate than ci-
vilians, but did you know 
that Indiana veterans have 
an even higher suicide rate?

These are just two of the 
multiple facts that Kristen 
Ludeker-Seibert presented 
at the Jonathan Jennings 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) monthly 
chapter meeting held Nov. 
21 at Carmel’s VFW Post 
#10003.

Ludeker-Seibert is the 
facilitator of the “Stronger 
Veterans, Stronger Commu-
nities” (SVSC) Coalition on 
the Prevention of Suicide 
for Service Members, Vet-
erans, and their Families/
Caregivers. The Coalition 
has received crisis intercept 
training through the Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services and worked in part-
nership with the Veterans 
Health Administration to 
develop veteran connection 
opportunities alongside the 
Indiana Department of Vet-
eran Affairs.

Hamilton County’s 
SVSC was the first coalition 
in Indiana to receive fund-
ing from the state for suicide 
prevention efforts for ser-
vice members, veterans, and 
their families and caregiv-
ers through the Governor’s 
Challenge.

Veteran suicides in 
Hamilton County were on 
an upward trend in 2021, 
and this was quickly rec-
ognized by those in public 
health. As we started bring-
ing likeminded people and 
resources to the table, going 
over the data and discussing 

opportunities, we recog-
nized the need for reaching 
out to those who were not 
connected. We had to find, 
create ways to bring the 
resources to the people, to 
make that connection for 
them so they might get an-
swers to their questions, 
needs and concerns and live 
a better more fulfilled life 
here in Hamilton County. 
Thus the SVSC coalition 
was created and has contin-
ued to build from there.

Soon after creation, 
SVSC began working 
alongside the Indiana De-
partment of Veteran Affairs. 
The purpose of the Coali-
tion organically fit into the 
incoming Governor’s Chal-
lenge of suicide prevention 
efforts. SVSC has contin-
ued to build goals and proj-
ects that meet the needs of 
the Hamilton County vet-
eran community as well as 

requirements of the Indiana 
Governor’s Challenge. The 
more we all know about 
the resources available to 
address our concerns and 
needs, the stronger and 
more connected we will be 
as a community. 

The SVSC coalition is 
a community comprised of 
organizations, veterans, ac-
tive service members, fami-
ly members, and volunteers, 
so all are invited to join us 
in the fight against death by 
suicide. If you are interest-
ed in joining, please contact 
Kristen Ludeker-Seibert at 
kludeker-seibert@hamil-
toncountyphhc.org.

At the conclusion of the 
meeting, DAR presented 
$460 in gift cards and sever-
al beautiful handmade quilts 
and crocheted blankets to 
the VFW for distribution 
to local needy veterans and 
their families.

The Daughters of the 
American Revolution 
(DAR) is a nonprofit, non-
political volunteer women’s 
organization dedicated to 
preserving American history 
and whose mission is to pro-
mote historic preservation, 
education and patriotism. 
DAR members through-
out the U.S. volunteer their 
time to provide assistance 
to veterans in both Veterans 
Administration hospitals 
and non-VA facilities and 
provide more than 200,000 
hours of volunteer time to 
veterans annually.

The Jonathan Jennings 
Chapter is based in Carmel, 
and the Chapter Regent is 
Heath Albert. The chapter 
currently has more than 90 
members and welcomes any 
women interested in joining. 
For more information, visit 
dar.org or email jjdarre-
gent@gmail.com.

Photo provided
SVSC Facilitator Kristen Ludeker-Seibert spoke on Nov. 21 to the DAR 
Jonathan Jennings Chapter of Carmel about the work the organization does 
for local veterans.

‘stronger Veterans, stronger 
Communities’ facilitator

speaks at local dar meeting

Letter to the Editor

The beauty of 
humanity we need 

to keep shining

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter 

will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
One of the most beautiful attributes of humanity is 

how we care about and for one another.
As years go by and times change, this attribute 

might seem to fade or become dull. Not because any-
one has given up on trying, there just seems to be more 
obstacles in today’s world that make it harder to reach 
and hear those we care about and wish to help.

Over the years, life’s downer moments, mobile phones, 
and COVID have created pockets of isolation among us 
which makes it harder to reach those who are not connect-
ed. To overcome this, we must be more adept and knowl-
edgeable in how to reach those in our communities who 
are isolated and connect them with the resources and ser-
vices that will make a positive impact in their lives. 

God gave us eyes to see and ears to hear the beauty 
in the world around us, in ourselves, and in others. We 
need to actively and subconsciously be seeking, open-
eyed, and listening to find those who might not ask for 
assistance or know where to find the help they need or 
have earned. So, listen for that happy or relieved song 
of finally being discovered, or for the weary sigh of 
those who are sad or depressed. 

It is a beautiful and wonderful feeling to help oth-
ers. Avail yourself to the resources and services in 
your community so if you come across someone who 
is struggling, encourage them to ask for help. Connect 
them to the resources and services they need, for their 
sake and for their loved ones. And … let them know 
they are the ones giving back by allowing others to ex-
perience the beauty of being able to help.

Have a blessed day.
Bill doss
Hamilton County Veterans Corporation

The REPORTER
Judy and Michael Har-

rington have donated $1.5 
million to United Way of 
Central Indiana, a gift that 
will go toward the nonprof-
it’s work in the areas of safe 
and affordable housing and 
basic needs, United Way 
announced Thursday.  

The Harringtons’ gift 
will total $3 million, thanks 
to a one-to-one match from 
the Eli Lilly and Company 
Foundation (Lilly Founda-
tion) for eligible donations 
from Lilly employees and 
retirees. The Lilly Founda-
tion is a tax-exempt, pri-
vate foundation supported 
by donations from Eli Lilly 
and Company.    

Michael Harrington 
worked for Eli Lilly and 
Company for nearly 30 
years and retired in 2020 
as senior vice president and 
general counsel. He is also 
a former chairman of Unit-
ed Way’s Tocqueville Soci-
ety and a former member of 
the Board of Directors.  

“We are incredibly 
thankful for Mike and Ju-
dy’s remarkable gift,” Unit-
ed Way President and CEO 
Fred Payne said. “Their 
generosity will have tangi-
ble impact in our communi-
ty, distancing families from 
poverty and helping people 
live the lives they’re capa-

ble of living.”  
In making their gift, the 

Harringtons included in 
the decision-making their 
three adult children, all 
of whom have witnessed 
firsthand the impacts of 
poverty and lack of safe 
and affordable housing in 
their communities.  

Their daughter is 
a social worker in San 
Francisco, one son is a 
Marion County public de-
fender, and the other works 
for a social services agency 
in Detroit.  

“Each of them, in their 
own way, touches the issues 
of housing, and they’ve 
shared with us that they 
think that’s of critical im-
portance, and we share their 
view,” Michael Harrington 
said. “We’ve included them 
in our conversations in each 
stage as we’ve put the proj-
ect together … We're excit-

ed about the work that will 
happen in our community 
as part of this initiative. 
We’re really appreciative of 
the efforts that the staff and 
leadership of United Way 
have made to help us put 
together what we hope is a 
transformative gift that will 
address basic needs but will 
also bring some much need-
ed innovations to the provi-
sion of safe and affordable 
housing in central Indiana.”

Gift will total $3 million, thanks to Lilly Foundation match

Harrington family donates $1.5M 
to United Way of Central Indiana
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Hamilton County Veterans Community page
Hamilton County Veteran 

Service Organizations 
American Legion Posts 
Carmel Post 155  Kim Kilburn 
852 West Main St  Breakfast Sat & Sun 8-12 
Carmel, In 46032     Treasure Hunt Fri 7p 
317-846-0001      Tx Holdem Thurs & Sat 
 
Cicero Post 341  Tye Anderson 
50 Washington Ave  Treasure Hunt Tues 7p 
Cicero, In 46034  Weekly Draw Su 6p,W 7p 
317-984-4441 Bingo Fri 6p, Weekly Draw 8p 
 
Fishers Post 470  Pat Menc 
9091 E 126th St Treasure Hunt Fri 8pm $25K 
Fishers, in 46038  
317-842-5944   Breakfast 1st & 3rd Sun 8-11 
 
Noblesville Post 45  Gil Soria 
273 S 8th St     Fri 645pm Treasure Hunt 
Noblesville, in 46060   Sunday Football Menu 
317-773-9985  Trivia Wednesdays 7pm 
 
Sheridan Post 67  Tom DeShon 
406 E 10th St       
Sheridan, In 46069 
317-758-5007 
 
VFW Posts 
Carmel Post 10003  Darin Bibeau 
12863 Old Meridian St 
Carmel, In 46032   Breakfast 2 & 4 Sat 8-11 
317-846-0917    Thurs Treasure Hunt 7pm 
 
Noblesville Post 6246  Eric Behrends 
654 S 9th St 
Noblesville, In 46060 
317-773-9956 
If you are a member of our American 
Legions & VFWs and you would like to see 
your Post activities in the paper, please 
speak at your next meeting to see if your 
Post would create or nominate an Outreach 
Coordinator to automatically send me your 
Post information weekly with a 14 day lead 
time before the event happens.  
Non-Profit Veteran Orgs 
Hamilton County Veterans Corp 
P.O. Box 503 
Noblesville, in 46061 
secretary@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 7pm the 1st Monday Monthly at the 
Fishers American Legion. Our website 
https://www.hamiltoncountyveterans.com/  
has 40 pages of resources for our Military 
Veteran community 
If you would like to step up in Hamilton 
County to assist your Military Veteran 
community to live a more connected and 
fulfilled life, please come to the Hamilton 
County Veteran Corp meetings the first 
Monday of the month 7pm at the Fishers 
American Legion Post 470 located at 9091 
E 126th St. No annual fees, just a 
commitment to helping our Military 
Veteran community. Military, Veteran 
family members may also join. We are 
ready to make Hamilton County the leader 
in the country as we step into the future, 
caring for our Military Veteran 
community! Join us 
 
Navy Club Ship 29 
Noblesville, In 
president@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 2nd Thurs 630pm at Gingers 1804 
Conner St Noblesville  
Hamilton County Veteran Service 
Officers 
317-776-9610  Hours – 9am-4pm Weekdays 
CVSO – Tom Logan  
Tom.logan@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  
Assistant CVSO – Robin Wilson 
robin.wilson@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Assistant CVSO – Caroline Franz 
caroline.franz@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Admin Assistant – Christina Ellis 
christina.ellis@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

Hamilton County Military Veteran 
Christmas Tree Giveaway Dec 7th 9-11am at Twin 

Peaks 6880 E 82nd St by I-465 

 
Write Letters To Santa – Drop Off or Email  

 
 

Come See Santa at the Sheridan American Legion 

 
Carmel American Legion Music & Food Dec 14 8-11 

 

Activities & Events 
Come See Santa & Mrs Claus at the Carmel American 

Legion Dec 14th from 1-3pm

 
 

Children’s Christmas With Santa at the Noblesville 
American Legion Dec 15, from 11am to 1pm 

 
 

Children’s Christmas Party at the Noblesville VFW 
Dec 21st at 3pm – Sign up By Dec 15th by calling or 

stopping by the Post  

 
 

Veterans, Come to the Veteran Resource Tailgate 
at the Indy Fuel Military Appreciation Game Dec 

7th All Under the Hero Hut Tent Out Front 
Including the Roudebush VA Hospital 

 

DECEMBER 15 | 7:00 PM
A HOLIDAY IN VIENNA
Join us for holiday classics, singalongs and 
some elegant and romantic Viennese pieces 
evoking the old-world charm of Vienna. 
Presented by IU Health North Hospital

JANUARY 25 | 7:30 PM
BREAKIN’ CLASSICAL
Liven up your new year as the high-energy 
artistry of breakdancing meets the timeless 
inspiration of classical music.

Scan the QR codes, visit CarmelSymphony.org, or contact the Fifth Third Bank Box Office at (317)843-3800 for tickets.

DECEMBER 15 | 2:00 PM
HOLIDAY POPS MATINEE
Designed for families, this 1-hour concert has 
singalongs, excerpts from the Nutcracker with the 
Indiana Ballet Conservatory and cookies and 
crafts in the lobby.
Presented by IU Health North Hospital

https://carmelsymphony.org/


   News 9

All Aboard!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds 
and experience of a ride in our 

1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate 

Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board out of Noblesville 
at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY 
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

NickelPlateExpress.com

NickelPlateExpress.com

New Year’s Eve 
Soul Train

Step back in time to the sensational 1970s 
as you embark on a vintage train ride to 

Earthly Endearments in Atlanta. Don your 
best disco attire and get ready for a night of 

funk, fun, and fabulous memories.

December 31

santa + Nickel Plate express = happy people
It takes an incredible team who goes above and beyond to help Santa bring holiday magic to life on the Reindeer

Express. This team works diligently spreading joy, delivering festive treats, and creating unforgettable memories for each 
and every rider. They’re the true heroes behind the scenes, making sure every moment of your holiday adventure is filled 

with wonder and cheer. Thanks to their hard work and dedication, the Reindeer Express is a journey riders will never 
forget. Come experience the magic with the Nickel Plate Express – the team can’t wait to share the holiday spirit

with you! Head over to NickelPlateExpress.com to find tickets for more great rides. (Reporter photos by Bill Miller)

Photo provided by Nickel Plate Express

PUBLIC NOTICe
Please be advised that the Westfield-Washington Township Plat Committee will 

meet at 11:00 a.m., Monday, December 16, 2024, at the Westfield City Services 
Center, 2728 E 171st St, Westfield, Indiana, or in a virtual format viewable at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/CityofWestfieldIN, for the purposes of holding a 
public hearing on the following petitions:

• 2409-SPP-08 & 2409-ODP-08; Union Street Towns; Generally located 
at 18700 N. Union Street, just Southwest of the N. Union & N. East Street 
intersection; Lennar Homes of Indiana, LLC  by Weihe Engineers requests 
Primary Plat and Overall Development Plan review of a seventy (70) lot single-
family attached subdivision on 11 acres +/- in the Midtown at Westfield PUD 
District.

Specific details regarding the requests may be obtained from the Westfield 
Community Development Department, 2728 E 171st Street, Westfield, Indiana or 
by calling (317) 804-3170.

Written suggestions or objections relative to the requests may be filed with 
the Secretary of the Committee at the Westfield Community Development 
Department, 2728 E 171st Street, Westfield, Indiana at or before the hearing. 
Oral comments concerning the proposals will be heard at the aforementioned 
public hearing. In the case of a virtual meeting, written comments concerning the 
proposals can be provided before and during the aforementioned public hearing 
by emailing planners@westfield.in.gov. Such hearing may be continued from time 
to time as may be found necessary.

Westfield-Washington Township Plat Committee
Westfield Community Development Department
2728 East 171st Street, Westfield, Indiana 46074
www.westfield.in.gov

R5385 12/7/24, 12/9/24

— WESTfiEld — Meeting Notices
The Carmel Plan Commission 

will meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
17, 2024, in the Council Cham-
bers on the second floor of Car-
mel City Hall, 1 Civic Square, 
Carmel.

The Hamilton County Airport 
Authority will meet in an execu-
tive session at 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 11, 2024, pursuant to IC 
5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(2)(D) Purchase 
or Lease of Real Estate.

A public session will follow at 
6:30 p.m. in the Commissioners’ 
Courtroom at the Hamilton Coun-
ty Government & Judicial Center, 
1 Hamilton County Square, No-
blesville.

Send meeting Notices to:  
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Send your legal notices to
publicNotices@
ReadTheReporter.com

https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=Meeting%20Notice
mailto:PublicNotices%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
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DECEMBER 7
GRAND JUNCTION PLAZA | 3 - 6 P.M.
presented by Downtown Westfield Association

• Tree Lighting Ceremony at 6 P.M.
• Frosty the Snowman
• Llama Walking Attraction
• Carnival Games & Prizes

Governor-elect Braun names 
three more cabinet appointees

Lisa Hershman as Secretary of Management & 
Budget, Dr. Katie Jenner as Secretary of Education

The REPORTER
Governor-elect Mike 

Braun announced Wednes-
day the appointment of the 
Honorable Lisa W. Hersh-
man as Indiana's Secretary 
of Management and Budget.

Hershman brings exten-
sive experience in both gov-
ernment and private sector 
financial management, most 
recently serving as Chief 
Management Officer of the 
U.S. Department of Defense.

“Lisa Hershman's track 
record of driving efficiency 
and innovation in both gov-
ernment and business makes 
her the ideal choice to over-
see Indiana's financial man-
agement,” Braun said. “Her 
experience transforming 
large organizations and de-
livering taxpayer savings will 
be invaluable to our state.”

As the third high-
est-ranking Pentagon of-
ficial from 2018 to 2021, 
Hershman managed a $168 
billion budget and achieved 
record-setting savings of 
$37 billion through opera-
tional reforms. She led the 
completion of the Defense 
Department's first unified 
budget, merging 28 orga-
nizational budgets while 
implementing a customized 
approach based on mission 
and purpose.

“I sincerely appreci-
ate the confidence Gover-
nor-elect Mike Braun has 
placed in me to serve as a 
steward of the state’s finan-
cial resources,” Hershman 
said. “Through collabora-
tion with his team and the 
General Assembly, we will 
work to drive efficiency, ac-
countability, and innovation 
in state government. Togeth-
er, we will work to ensure 
that every taxpayer dollar is 
spent wisely and that Indi-
ana remains a national mod-
el for fiscal responsibility 
and effective governance.”

The Secretary of Man-
agement and Budget serves 
as the chief financial officer 
of the state, overseeing Indi-
ana's budget, financial man-
agement, and administrative 
operations. Hershman will 
be responsible for develop-
ing the budget to realize the 
governor's vision, providing 
management of agencies 
in finance, technology, and 
shared services, and serv-
ing as operational oversight 

across secretary 
verticals. Hersh-
man will also 
serve as the Di-
rector of the Of-
fice of Manage-
ment and Budget.

A Lafayette 
resident, Hersh-
man previously 
served on the 
Indiana Commission for 
Higher Education from 
2014 to 2020. In the private 
sector, she has held CEO 
positions at multiple com-
panies, consistently achiev-
ing double-digit growth 
while reducing costs. She 
is qualified as a financial 
expert under SEC rules 
and currently serves on the 
board of directors for Echo-
Star/Dish. Hershman is also 
an internationally published 
author on business manage-
ment reform.

Hershman holds a Bach-
elor of Science in Engineer-
ing and Management from 
Clarkson University and 
has completed advanced 
programs at the Wharton 
School, London School of 
Economics, IMD/MIT, and 
Cornell University.

* * *
On Thursday, Braun an-

nounced Dr. Katie Jenner 
will continue serving as In-
diana's top education offi-
cial.

As Secretary of Edu-
cation, Dr. Jenner will be 
responsible for establishing 
a unified, student-centered 
vision across the full spec-
trum of education, from 
Pre-K and K-12 to college, 
and will also retain her role 
as head of the Department 
of Education.

Under Dr. Jenner's lead-
ership since 2021, Indiana 
has made significant strides 
in education, including se-
curing the state's largest-ev-
er investment in literacy, 
implementing a comprehen-
sive teacher supply/demand 
marketplace, and increasing 
the statewide graduation 
rate. Her administration de-
ployed Indiana's Graduates 
Prepared to Succeed initia-
tive, which redefined how 
the state measures school 
performance and student 
achievement.

“Dr. Jenner's proven 
track record of elevating 
Indiana's education system 

makes her the ide-
al choice to con-
tinue leading our 
state's academ-
ic initiatives,” 
Braun said. “Her 
focus on literacy, 
STEM education, 
and workforce 
readiness aligns 
perfectly with our 

vision for Indiana's future.”
In alignment with Gov-

ernor-elect Braun’s agenda, 
the Administration will fo-
cus on college and career 
readiness, improved literacy 
and math outcomes, univer-
sal school choice, and an 
increase in teacher base pay.

“I am grateful to Gov-
ernor-elect Braun for the 
opportunity to continue 
serving Indiana's students, 
educators, and families as 
Secretary of Education,” 
said Dr. Jenner. “Over the 
past several years, we have 
made significant strides in 
expanding educational op-
portunities and ensuring 
our students are prepared 
for success in the classroom 
and beyond. Working to-
gether with Governor-elect 
Braun, our dedicated teach-
ers, school leaders, the Gen-
eral Assembly and stake-
holders across the state, we 
will build upon this progress 
while addressing the evolv-
ing needs of our education 
system. I look forward to 
advancing this vital mission 
in the years ahead.”

Dr. Jenner, who holds a 
doctorate in education from 
the University of Kentucky 
and an MBA from Indiana 
State University, currently 
leads the Department of Ed-
ucation and chairs the State 
Board of Education. She 
previously served as Gover-
nor Holcomb's Senior Edu-
cation Advisor, Vice Presi-
dent of K-12 Initiatives and 
Statewide Partnerships for 
Ivy Tech Community Col-
lege, and held various lead-
ership positions at Madison 
Consolidated Schools, in 
addition to being a teacher.

* * *
On Friday, Braun an-

nounced his intent to ap-
point former State Rep-
resentative Mike Speedy 
as Indiana’s Secretary of 
Business Affairs. Speedy 
brings extensive experience 
in business, law, and public 

service to the role.
A second-generation 

real estate investor and grad-
uate of IU’s Kelley School 
of Business and McKinney 
School of Law, Speedy op-
erates a multi-state real es-
tate development company 
headquartered in Indianapo-
lis. He concluded 14 years of 
service in the Indiana House 
of Representatives, where 
he chaired the Financial In-
stitutions and Environmen-
tal Affairs committees and 
served as Vice Chairman of 
Roads and Transportation.

“Mike’s combination of 
business acumen and public 
service experience makes 
him ideally suited to lead 
Indiana’s business devel-
opment initiatives,” Braun 
said. “His background in 
real estate, finance, and law 
will help drive economic 
growth across our state.”

In Speedy’s role as Sec-
retary of Business Affairs, 
he will be responsible for 
managing the state’s regu-
latory framework and en-
suring that businesses and 
industries operate safely, 
ethically, and efficiently.

“I look forward to 
working alongside Gover-
nor-elect Braun as Indiana’s 
Secretary of Business Af-
fairs,” Speedy said. “Hav-
ing served in the Indiana 
General Assembly, I’ve seen 
firsthand how smart policy 
and reduced regulation can 
help businesses flourish. 
Drawing on my experience 
as both a legislator and busi-
ness owner, we will stream-
line government processes, 
reduce bureaucratic hurdles, 
and create an even more 
business-friendly environ-
ment in Indiana. Together, 
we’ll ensure Indiana re-
mains one of the best places 
to do business in America.”

In the Indiana General 
Assembly, he served on key 
committees including Judi-
ciary, Employment, Labor & 
Pensions, and Utilities, Ener-
gy & Telecommunications. 
Prior to serving at the state-
house, Speedy served on the 
Indianapolis City-County 
Council for seven years, 
including as Chairman of 
the Public Works Commit-
tee. He maintains his law 
license and Certified Com-
mercial Investment Member 
designation.

Braun

Indiana residents 
weigh in on policy 
priorities in 2024 
Hoosier Survey

The REPORTER
The 2024 Hoosier 

Survey, conducted by the 
Bowen Center for Public 
affairs at Ball State Uni-
versity, identifies Indiana 
residents’ top three policy 
priorities heading into the 
new year: school safety, 
public safety, and health-
care.

Notably, this year’s 
Hoosier Survey – an annu-
al, non-partisan public pol-
icy study that gauges public 
opinion on key social and 
political issues – found that 
these priorities are shared 
across political affiliations, 
according to dr. Kevin 
smith, interim director of 
the Bowen Center for Public 
Affairs and associate dean 
of Ball State’s College of 
sciences and Humanities.

“The 2024 Hoosier 
Survey provides an essen-
tial look at the issues that 
matter most to Indiana resi-
dents,” Dr. Smith said. “As 
we enter the new year, it's 
clear that Hoosiers want a 
focus on school safety, pub-
lic safety, and healthcare – 
critical priorities that cross 
political lines. This survey 
serves as a valuable tool 
for guiding policymakers 
by reflecting the voices and 
concerns of everyday Indi-
ana citizens.”

The 2024 Hoosier Sur-
vey, conducted Nov. 6 and 
7, included responses from 
615 Indiana adults. Key 
findings from this year’s 
survey included questions 
about:

School Safety & 
Public Safety

Nearly 70 percent of re-
spondents identified school 
safety as a "very important" 
priority, while public safe-
ty also ranked among the 
top issues across all demo-
graphics and political affili-
ations.

“School safety is a 
concern that resonates uni-
versally,” Dr. Smith said. 
“These findings indicate 
that Hoosiers want to en-
sure their communities 
and schools are secure, 
regardless of political dif-
ferences.”

Healthcare Access
Healthcare ranked as a 

leading issue for Hoosiers, 
with 68 percent marking it 
as "very important." Con-
cerns over affordability, 
accessibility and especially 
transparency remain cen-
tral themes in the public 
discourse. Only 20 percent 
of respondents report that 
healthcare providers often 
or always explain the costs 
associated with appoint-
ments/procedures, and only 
one in three report that pro-
viders explain whether ap-
pointments/procedures are 
covered by insurance.

“Ensuring accessible 
and affordable healthcare 
is consistently referenced 
as a priority, highlighting 
the challenges many In-
diana residents face,” Dr. 
Smith noted. “This data 
underscores the need for 
bipartisan efforts to address 
healthcare concerns effec-
tively.”

Marijuana Legalization
Support for marijuana 

legalization remains robust, 
with 62 percent favoring 
recreational and medicinal 
legalization and an addi-
tional 25 percent supporting 
medicinal-only legalization. 
Support varies by educa-
tion level, with 70 percent 
of those without college 
education favoring full le-
galization, compared to 51 
percent of respondents with 
a four-year degree or higher.

“The growing support 
for marijuana legalization 
reflects national trends,” Dr. 
Smith said.

Abortion
More than 80 percent of 

respondents believe abor-
tion should be legal in cas-
es involving threats to the 
mother’s life, rape, incest, 
or lethal fetal anomalies. 
However, opinions diverge 
by trimester: two-thirds 
support abortion rights in 
the first trimester, while the 
majority oppose them in lat-
er stages.

“The nuances in abor-
tion views reflect Hoosiers’ 
thoughtful struggle to ap-
ply their personal values to 
public policy concerns,” Dr. 
Smith explained. “Hoosiers 
generally support excep-
tions, but there is growing 
consensus for restrictions as 
pregnancies progress.”

Gun Policy
Fifty-eight percent of 

respondents oppose car-
rying concealed firearms 
without a permit, and 59 
percent support banning 
assault weapons. Mean-
while, 45 percent favor 
allowing teachers to car-
ry guns in schools, com-
pared to 36 percent who 
oppose it.

“Public opinion on guns 
reflects both safety con-
cerns and respect for Sec-
ond Amendment rights,” Dr. 
Smith said. “Striking a bal-
ance here is a critical consid-
eration for policymakers.”

Immigration
While 70 percent view 

undocumented immigra-
tion as a serious problem 
for Indiana, opinions on le-
gal immigration are evenly 
split: half favor maintaining 
or increasing current levels, 
and half advocate reducing 
or halting it entirely. These 
views often align with polit-
ical affiliation.

“Immigration remains a 
divisive issue, but the sur-
vey highlights areas of po-
tential consensus, especially 
regarding undocumented 
immigration,” Dr. Smith 
noted.

Click here to see part 
1 of the survey results, and 
click here to see part 2.
About the Bowen Center 

for Public Affairs
Founded in 2007, the 

Bowen Center for Public Af-
fairs at Ball State University 
honors the legacy of Dr. Otis 
R. Bowen, former Indiana 
Governor and U.S. Secre-
tary of Health and Human 
Services. The center advanc-
es civic literacy, community 
involvement, and public ser-
vice through research and 
training programs.

CLICK TO LISTEN

https://www.westfieldwelcome.com/westfield-in-lights
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/bowencenter
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/bowencenter
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/csh/about/staff/smith-kevin
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/csh/about/staff/smith-kevin
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/csh
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/csh
https://tinyurl.com/8f69zs7u
https://tinyurl.com/zh2zcynf
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Giving back, supporting
students & celebrating the season

Last week, my team 
and I had the honor of vol-
unteering at Wheeler Mis-
sion, an Indianapolis-based 
organization that provides 
vital support to individuals 
and families in need. From 
preparing meals to serving 
guests, we witnessed first-
hand the compassion and 
dedication of those who 
make Wheeler Mission a 
lifeline for so many in our 
community.

The experi-
ence reminded us 
of the importance 
of gratitude and 
service, especial-
ly during the hol-
iday season. I'm 
proud of my team 
for stepping up to 
serve, and I en-
courage everyone 
to find ways to give back 
this season. Together, we 
can make a difference.

* * *
This week, I had the 

privilege of participating 
in unveiling The Giving 
Machine at Clay Terrace 
in Carmel, an inspiring ini-
tiative that empowers indi-
viduals to make a difference 
this holiday season. The 
Giving Machine offers a 
simple yet impactful way to 
give back.

Instead of dispensing 

snacks or drinks, 
donors can “pur-
chase” charitable 
gifts like meals, 
clothing, medical 
supplies, or even 
livestock for 
families in need. 
I was joined by 
community lead-
ers and local non-

profit organizations in cel-
ebrating the launch of this 
powerful campaign, part of 
the #LightTheWorld initia-
tive.

The Giving Machine 
will remain in Clay Terrace 
throughout the holiday sea-
son.

* * *
On Tuesday, I was priv-

ileged to participate in the 
Make Good decisions 
press conference at Purdue 
University alongside state 
officials and student lead-

ers. We gathered to high-
light the impact of Indiana's 
Lifeline Law, which ensures 
students won't face prosecu-
tion for underage drinking if 
they call/text 911 to report 
a medical emergency and 
cooperate with authorities. 
This law saves lives by em-
powering young Hoosiers to 
prioritize safety without fear 
of legal consequences.

What stood out most 
was the voice of student 
leaders advocating for an 
important improvement: ex-
tending immunity to those 
seeking medical attention 
for substance overconsump-
tion. Supporting initiatives 
like this reflects our Hoosier 
values – compassion, lead-
ership, and commitment to 

saving lives.
* * *

It's beginning to look 
a lot like Christmas in our 
office in the Statehouse! 
This week, we were blessed 
with a beautiful Christmas 
tree, generously donated 
by Oak Hill Tree Farm in 
Crawfordsville. We couldn't 
be more thankful for their 
kindness and for helping us 
bring some holiday cheer to 
the Statehouse. There's just 
something about the smell 
of fresh pine that gets you in 
the Christmas spirit. A big 
shoutout to the Stine Fami-
ly at Oak Hill Tree Farm for 
helping make our office hol-
iday season brighter!

Daniel Elliott serves as 
Indiana’s Treasurer of State.

Photo provided
The Giving Machine is at Clay Terrace until Jan. 5.

DANIeL eLLIOTT

GUeST COLUMNIST

Taste of Carmel
returns with “Dine 
at the Disco” theme
The REPORTER

Get ready to groove 
the night away with the 
Carmel Education Founda-
tion (CEF) for the 
much-anticipat-
ed return of 
Taste of Car-
mel, Carm-
el’s premier 
food and 
b e v e r a g e 
event. This 
year’s theme, 
“Dine at the 
Disco,” invites the 
community to enjoy a 
funky evening of delicious 
cuisine, refreshing drinks, 
and lively entertainment 
– all in support of Carmel 
Clay Schools.

The party is set for Fri-
day, March 7, 2025 at the 
502 East Event Centre. The 
First Taste VIP Party is at 
5:30 p.m., with Main Event 
Entry at 6:30 or 7 p.m.
Tickets now on sale – 
act fast to save with 

early bird pricing!
• General Admission: 

$75
• VIP Admission: $175 

(includes early entry, access 
to the exclusive State Bank 
First Taste VIP Party, and 
premium food and drink op-
tions)

• Reserved Table for 10: 
$1,300

• Early Bird Discount: 
Purchase tickets by Jan. 
12, 2025, to take advan-
tage of discounted pricing. 
Don’t wait – this event sells 
out every year. Tickets are 
available now at tasteofcar-
melindiana.com.
Featured restaurants

This year’s lineup in-
cludes some of the best cu-
linary talent in Carmel and 
beyond. Savor creations 
from Monterey Coast-
al Cuisine, Bier Brewery, 
Convivio, 1933 Lounge, 
Yats, and Aroma Experi-
ence, along with a wide 
array of other beloved lo-
cal eateries, wineries, and 
breweries.

An event with purpose
Taste of Carmel is CEF’s 

largest annual fundraiser, 
directly benefiting pro-

grams that enrich 
the educational 

experience for 
Carmel Clay 
S c h o o l s . 
F u n d s 
raised sup-
port schol-

a r s h i p s , 
c l a s s r o o m 

grants, mental 
health initiatives, 

and innovative programs 
that prepare students for 
bright futures.
Get involved – limited 

opportunities available
• Food and beverage 

providers: Highlight your 
creations to an eager audi-
ence of local food enthusi-
asts and community leaders.

• sponsorship packag-
es: Partner with a signature 
event that combines fun 
with impact. Sponsors gain 
promotional exposure, VIP 
tickets, and recognition.

Join an amazing roster 
of partners, including Indy 
Facets, State Bank, Fan-
ning Howey, Ascension St. 
Vincent, Towne Post/Carm-
el Magazine, Coasterstone, 
and more. Don’t miss your 
chance to make a difference 
while connecting with the 
Carmel community. Vis-
it tasteofcarmelindiana.
com to secure your booth 
space or sponsorship pack-
age today.

Celebrate at 
“Dine at the Disco”
Don’t miss an unfor-

gettable night of culinary 
excellence, fun, and com-
munity spirit – all for a 
great cause. For tickets, 
sponsorship opportunities, 
or vendor inquiries, visit 
tasteofcarmelindiana.com 
or contact Jennifer Penix at 
jpenix1@ccs.k12.in.us or 
(317) 844-9961 ext. 2680.

Let’s disco together to 
support the students of Car-
mel Clay Schools.

Ads@ReadTheReporter.com

Lower advertising cost. 
Better customer service.

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://wheelermission.org/
https://wheelermission.org/
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/comeuntochrist/light-the-world/giving-machines
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/comeuntochrist/light-the-world/giving-machines
https://indysb.org/makegooddecisions/
https://oakhill.events/
http://www.tasteofcarmelindiana.com/
http://www.tasteofcarmelindiana.com/
http://www.tasteofcarmelindiana.com/
http://www.tasteofcarmelindiana.com/
http://www.tasteofcarmelindiana.com/
mailto:jpenix1%40ccs.k12.in.us?subject=
mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=
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Today’s BiBle Reading
the courtyard

“For the entrance to the courtyard, provide a 
curtain twenty cubits long, of blue, purple and 
scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen—the work of 
an embroiderer—with four posts and four bases. 
All the posts around the courtyard are to have silver 
bands and hooks, and bronze bases. The courtyard 
shall be a hundred cubits long and fifty cubits wide, 
with curtains of finely twisted linen five cubits high, 
and with bronze bases. All the other articles used 
in the service of the tabernacle, whatever their 
function, including all the tent pegs for it and those 
for the courtyard, are to be of bronze.

Exodus 27:16-19 (NIV)
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county 

reporter
Contact Information

email
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Web address
ReadTheReporter.com

Publisher stu Clampitt
765-365-2316

subscription Inquiries
Subscribe@ReadTheReporter.com

765-585-9519

advertising & Public Notices
Ads@ReadTheReporter.com

765-365-2316

sports editor richie Hall
Sports@ReadTheReporter.com

Twitter: @Richie_Hall

Mailing address
136 S. 9th St., Suite 12
Noblesville, IN  46060

NEW LISTING! SOLD! SOLD!

Beautiful 4 BR ranch 
on large lot with a fully 
fenced backyard. This 
home has been well 
maintained and has 

several recent updates!
Listed at $314,900

 540 Zephyr 
Way

Westfield 

NEW LISTING!SOLD!

Immaculate lake house on 
Morse Reservoir. 3 BR, 2.5 BA, 
two living spaces, gas fireplace, 

kitchen with 2 pantries. All 
appliances included in the sale. 

Come take a look today!   
Listed at $659,900

This well cared for ranch 
is energy efficient and on 
a very large lot in a quiet 

neighborhood. 3 BR, 2 BA 
with a sideload garage  

and a mini barn.    
Listed at $264,900

1940 Nantucket 
Drive

Cicero 

275 Wyandotte 
Court
Noblesville 

Two-story home in Prairie 
Crossing. Lot borders  
the golf course. 4 BR,  

2.5 BA home has many 
updates. Mature trees  

and landscaping. 
Listed at $354,900

18794 Prairie 
Crossing Drive

Noblesville 

The Deakyne Team REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS
“Speak 

to Deak!” www.speaktodeak.com
317.439.3258 Peggy  |  317.695.6032  Jennifer  Peggy

Jennifer

Completely remodeled 
ranch on 1.06 acres just 
outside of downtown 
Lebanon. Beautifully 

decorated and  
move-in ready! 

Listed at $339,900

1880 E. 
75 North

Lebanon 

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to
send obituaries to obits@readThereporter.com.

Louis Herman Gatlin Jr.
April 14, 1947 – December 3, 2024

Louis Herman Gatlin Jr., 77, Fishers, passed away on 
Tuesday, December 3, 2024, at his 
home. He was born on April 14, 1947, 
to Louis and Margie (Newby) Gatlin in 
Memphis, Tenn.

Louis was a telecommunications 
engineer for Indiana Bell for many 
years, then in his retirement years, he 
worked at Kroger. He and his wife 
owned S&L Communications and 
S&L Concessions. Louis enjoyed go-

ing to casinos, playing golf, and loved all kinds of sports.
He is survived by his wife, Sylvia Gatlin; son, Ken Gat-

lin; daughter, Pamela Gatlin; grandchildren, Michael Gat-
lin, Kashmir Pharis, Trenton Pharis, Taylor Ratcliff, and 
Dakota Jessee; and great-grandchildren, Summer Pharis, 
Harper Miller, Parker Ratcliff, Olive Ratcliff, Stephen Jes-
see, Ava Jessee, Rayna Jessee, and newest to the family, 
Montgomery Gatlin.

He was preceded in death by his parents; and grandson, 
Stephen Harness Gatlin.

A celebration of life will be held from noon to 2 p.m. on 
Monday, December 9, 2024, at Randall & Roberts Fishers 
Mortuary, 12010 Allisonville Road, Fishers.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Kilwins Fishers invites you for hot 
chocolate & a picture with santa

The REPORTER
Kilwins Fishers invites 

families to come celebrate 
the holiday season with 
a series of festive “Hot 
Chocolate and Photos with 
Santa” events. Families are 
encouraged to bring their 
children to enjoy a com-
plimentary cup of Kilwins’ 
signature hot chocolate, 
freshly made in the store’s 
traditional copper kettle.

To add to the event, chil-
dren will have the chance to 
meet Santa Claus and have 
their photos taken. Digital 

images will 
be sent direct-
ly to families, 
creating a 
keepsake of 
this holiday 
moment.

Dates and times for the 
events are:

• Sunday, Dec. 8, 6 to 8 
p.m.

• Sunday, Dec. 15, 2 to 
4 p.m.

• Friday, Dec. 20, 4 to 6 
p.m.

“We are thrilled to offer 
this opportunity for families 

in our com-
munity to vis-
it Kilwins and 
e x p e r i e n c e 
the joy of the 
season,” Store 
Owner Kirs-

tyn Kallick said. “It’s a plea-
sure to welcome everyone 
to our store for a visit with 
Santa and to share our de-
licious hot chocolate, made 
fresh with Kilwins’ Heritage 
Chocolate shavings.”

Kilwins Fishers opened 
its doors on Nov. 18 and 
has already become a be-

loved destination for hand-
made chocolates, caramel 
apples, hand-dipped treats, 
rich fudge, Original Recipe 
ice cream, and gifts. Con-
veniently located off 116th 
Street on Whistle Drive near 
Kura Revolving Sushi Bar 
and Torchy’s Tacos, Kilwins 
Fishers is proud to be a part 
of the community.

To learn more about the 
events and keep up with 
Kilwins Fishers, follow 
them at Facebook.com/
kilwinsfishers or at Insta-
gram.com/kilwinsfishers.

Consider these year-end financial moves
As we en-

ter the holiday 
season, your life 
may well become 
busier. Still, you 
might want to 
take the time to 
consider some 
financial moves 
before we turn the 
calendar to 2025.

Here are a few 
suggestions:

Review your 
investment portfolio

As you look at your 
portfolio, ask these ques-
tions: Has its performance 
met my expectations this 
year? Does it still reflect 
my goals, risk tolerance 
and time horizon? Do I 
need to rebalance? You 
might find that working 
with a financial profes-
sional can help you answer 
these and other questions 
you may have about your 
investments.

Add to your 
401(k) and HSA

If you can afford it, 
and your employer allows 
it, consider putting more 

money into your 
401(k) before the 
year ends – in-
cluding “catch-
up” contributions 
if you’re 50 or 
older. You might 
also want to add 
to your health 
savings account 
(HSA) by the 
tax-filing dead-

line in April.
Use your FSA dollars

Unlike an HSA, a flex-
ible spending account 
(FSA) works on a “use-it-
or-lose-it” basis, meaning 
you lose any unspent funds 
at the end of the year. So, 
if you still have funds left 
in your account, try to use 
them up in 2024. (Employ-
ers may grant a 2½ month 
extension, so check with 
your human resources area 
to see if this is the case 
where you work.)

Contribute to 
a 529 plan

If you haven’t opened a 
529 education savings plan 
for your children, think 
about doing so this year. 

With a 529 plan, your earn-
ings can grow tax deferred, 
and your withdrawals are 
federally tax free when 
used for qualified educa-
tion expenses – tuition, 
fees, books and so on. And 
if you invest in your own 
state’s 529 plan, you might 
be able to deduct your con-
tributions from your state 
income tax or receive a 
state tax credit.

Build your 
emergency fund

It’s generally a good idea 
to keep up to six months’ 
worth of living expenses in 
an emergency fund, with the 
money held in a liquid, low-
risk account. Without such 
a fund in place, you might 
be forced to dip into your 
retirement funds to pay for 
short-term needs, such as a 
major car or home repair.

Review your 
estate plans

If you’ve experienced 
any changes in your fami-
ly situation this year, such 
as marriage, remarriage 
or the birth of a child, you 
may want to update your es-

tate-planning documents to 
reflect your new situation. 
It’s also important to look 
at the beneficiary designa-
tions on your investment 
accounts, retirement plans, 
IRAs and insurance poli-
cies, as these designations 
can sometimes even super-
sede the instructions you’ve 
left in your will. And if you 
haven’t started estate plan-
ning, there’s no time like the 
present.

Take your RMDs
If you’re 73 or older, you 

will likely need to take with-
drawals – called required 
minimum distributions, or 
RMDs – from some of your 
retirement accounts, such as 
your traditional IRA. If you 
don’t take these withdraw-
als each year, you could be 
subject to penalties.

These aren’t the only 
moves you can make, but 
they may prove helpful not 
only for 2024 but in the 
years to come.

This article was written 
by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.

COrey SyLveSTer
Cicero Edward Jones

COLUMNIST
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Absolutely perfect home, like new but 
better. This home is light and bright with 

beautiful custom touches throughout. The 
office could be used for a formal dining, 

music or reading room. Enjoy entertaining 
in your gourmet kitchen adjoining to the 
vaulted ceiling family room with custom 
floor to ceiling fireplace finish. Outside 
your pets/kids will enjoy the backyard 

space that is fully fenced and backs up to 
a treeline. Your primary suite features a 

view of the trees, huge primary closet and 
spa like en suite. Upper level is a wonder 

area for storage, play space, office, separate 
living space. Your 3-car, finished garage 
makes this wonderful home complete.

Westfield, IN 46062
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,841 Sq Ft. 

$579,900

18943 Karyn Lane

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

Tigers roar past Millers in HCC opener

Boys Basketball

By RICHARD TORRES
For The Reporter

NOBLesVILLe – The 
defending state champion 
Fishers Tigers haven’t lost a 
game since last January, and 
that trend didn’t end for the 
state’s top-ranked Class 4A 
team on Friday night.

Down 3-2 momentarily 
to 4A No. 4 Noblesville (2-

1) at The Mill, the Tigers (3-
0) put together a 14-2 run in 
the first quarter and a 10-2 
rally late in the second quar-
ter to build an insurmount-
able lead en route to a deci-
sive 74-40 win.

The Tigers won 13 straight 
games on their way to claim-
ing the program’s first-ev-
er state title this past March 
and have opened the 2024-

25 campaign a perfect 3-0 to 
stretch their streak to 16.

“I felt like in the sum-
mer and fall at times, we 
weren’t as locked in as we 
needed to be.  A little bit 
stagnant at times and a lit-
tle bit complacent, so it’s 
really been something as a 
staff we’ve been harping on, 
we’re not going to let this 
be the end of Fishers bas-
ketball,” Fishers head coach 
Garrett Winegar said. “We 
have to keep growing, and 
I really feel like since this 
season has started our guys 
have responded.”

The marquee matchup 
marked both teams’ Hoo-
sier Crossroads Confer-
ence opener, and the Tigers 
seized the early standings 
advantage behind a trio of 
double-digit scorers while 
shooting an impressive 73 

percent overall.
Senior Justin Kirby paced 

the Tigers with 19 points on 
8 of 8 shooting, including a 
3-for-3 performance from 
3-point range. Sophomore 
Jason Gardner finished with 
15 points, and senior JonAn-
thony Hall had 11 points on 
5 of 7 shooting with four re-
bounds. Kirby posted a team-
high five rebounds.

Sophomore point guard 
Cooper Zachary added six 
points, two assists and a 
steal. Gardner had four as-
sists.

The Millers trailed 16-5 
late in the first quarter, but 
they sliced the deficit to 
six points by the end of the 
frame on an Adam Fine 
dagger 3-pointer before the 
buzzer, 18-12.

FISHERS 74, NOBLESVILLE 40
Fishers FG FT TP PF
Cooper Zachary 1-2 3-4 6 2
Jason Gardner Jr. 6-8 2-2 15 1
Justin Kirby 8-8 0-0 19 1
JonAnthony Hall 5-7 0-0 11 1
Nathan Baker 2-2 1-2 6 1
Millen McCartney 2-4 0-0 6 2
Logan Sigler 0-1 0-0 0 0
Tommy Williams 1-1 0-0 3 1
Torey Breland 1-2 0-0 2 1
Jon-Jon L’Homme 1-2 0-0 3 0
Jalen Campbell 1-1 0-0 3 0
Totals 28-38 6-8 74 10
Fishers 3-point shooting (12-17) Kirby 3-3, McCartney 2-4, Zachary 
1-2, L’Homme 1-2, Williams 1-1, Gardner 1-1, Hall 1-1, Campbell 
1-1, Baker 1-1, Sigler 0-1.
Fishers rebounds (19) Kirby 5, Hall 4, Gardner 2, Williams 1, McCa-
rtney 1, Zachary 1, Sigler 1, Baker 1, team 3.

Noblesville FG FT TP PF
T.J. Davidson 1-3 2-2 4 1
Justin Curry 2-8 0-0 5 2
Aiden Brewer 2-2 0-0 4 2
Ryan Vetor 0-4 1-2 1 4
Baron Walker 5-8 5-5 15 0
Adam Fine 2-4 0-1 5 2
Max Miller 0-0 0-0 0 0
Luke Fogg 0-0 0-0 0 0
Luke Davis 1-1 0-0 3 0
Max Flanagan 1-1 0-0 3 0
Totals 14-31 8-10 40 11
Noblesville 3-point shooting (4-13) Curry 1-5, Fine 1-2, Davis 1-1, 
Flanagan 1-1, Walker 0-2, Davidson 0-1, Vetor 0-1.
Noblesville rebounds (8) Davidson 1, Fine 1, Curry 1, Davis 1, 
Brewer 1, Vetor 1, Walker 1, Flanagan 1.

Score by Quarters
Fishers 18 21 20 15 – 74
Noblesville 12 9 7 12 – 40

CARMEL 63, LAWRENCE CENTRAL 39
Carmel FG FT TP PF
Alex Couto 7-11 2-2 20 1
Julian Vogt 0-2 0-0 0 1
Aiden Dickerson 2-7 3-3 7 2
Ben Bremer 0-3 0-0 0 1
Evan Harrell 7-11 1-2 16 3
Zach Michaels 1-2 2-2 4 0
Jamicheal Fountain 6-7 0-0 16 1
Miles Wiley 0-2 0-0 0 0
Jack Perry 0-0 0-0 0 1
Totals 23-45 8-9 63 10

Score by Quarters
Lawrence Central 9 12 11 7 – 39
Carmel 10 14 23 16 – 63
Carmel 3-point shooting (9-21) Couto 4-7, Fountain 4-5, Harrell 1-2, 
Bremer 0-3, Dickerson 0-2, Vogt 01, Wiley 0-1.
Carmel rebounds (32) Dickerson 8, Couto 7, Fountain 5, Harrell 4, 
Michaels 3, Perry 2, Vogt 1, Bremer 1, Wiley 1.

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

CarMeL – Grey-
hounds are supposed to run 
fast, but the Carmel boys 
basketball team 
felt like things 
were getting too 
speedy at first 
against Lawrence 
Central.

The two 
teams met at the 
Eric Clark Ac-
tivity Center Fri-
day night. The 
‘Hounds were 
in a battle with 
the Bears during 
the first quarter, 
but thanks to hot 
shooting in the 
second quarter – 
and the second 
half – Carmel 
was able to break 
away to a com-
fortable 63-39 
victory over LC and im-
prove to 2-0 for the season.

“We were really ready to 
play,” said ‘Hounds junior 
Jamichael Fountain. Carm-
el played its first game 10 
days ago and got a win over 
Zionsville, so the Grey-
hounds players had been 
going against the junior var-
sity squad for quite a while. 
“We’re just very excited to 
play someone else,” said 
Fountain.

Carmel’s Evan Harrell 
got the game’s first points 
with a hook shot at the 
five-minute mark. The two 
teams went back and forth 
for the remainder of the 
quarter, with Harrell scoring 
five points. 

The Bears had the Grey-
hounds down 9-7 late in 
the first period before Alex 

Couto drained a 3-pointer to 
finish the quarter and give 
Carmel a 10-7 lead. That 
began a 13-2 run that took 
up a good part of the second 
quarter and put the ‘Hounds 

ahead 20-11. Cou-
to finished the run 
with back-to-back 
triples.

L a w e r n c e 
Central got back 
within 24-21 by 
halftime, but Car-
mel surged ahead 
in the third quar-
ter. Harrell began 
the period with 
seven straight 
points, including a 
3. Later, the Grey-
hounds quickly 
turned a 35-27 
lead into a 41-27 
advantage with 
Aiden Dickerson 
making an and-1 
and Fountain hit-
ting a triple.

“They sped us up a lot in 
the first half,” said Carmel 
coach Ryan Osborn. ‘In the 
second half, we stuck with 
it.”

Couto, Harrell and 
Fountain all made layins 
late in the third quarter for a 
6-0 run to put Carmel ahead 
47-29. LC’s Dillon Wright 
finished the period with a 3, 
but Couto nailed a 3 to start 
the fourth. Fountain then 
threw in three triples during 
the fourth quarter.

Couto finished with 
20 points, while Fountain 
scored 16 points. Both to-
taled four 3-pointers. Har-
rell also scored 16 points. 
Dickerson led the rebounds 
with eight, followed by 
Couto with seven and Foun-
tain with five. Couto also 
dished out five assists.

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Carmel’s Evan Harrell scored 16 points for the 
Greyhounds during their win over Lawrence 
Central Friday.

Couto

Fountain

Hounds lead every quarter 
to beat Lawrence Central

Reporter photo by Julie Brown
Hamilton Southeastern’s Braeden Totten scored 
21 points for the Royals during their Friday game 
with Avon.

The REPORTER
Hamilton Southeast-

ern’s boys dropped a close 
Hoosier Crossroads Confer-
ence opener to Avon 51-48 
in a Friday home game.

The Royals led 12-
10 after one quarter, with 
Braeden Totten and Lu-
cas Weemer both scoring 
four points. Southeastern 
led 24-23 at halftime and 
were up 36-32 after three 
quarters, with Totten pour-

ing in eight points during 
the third. But the Orioles 
came back in the fourth, 
scoring 19 points to pull 
ahead.

Totten finished the 
game with 21 points, while 
Weemer scored 13. Totten 
also collected six rebounds 
and dished out four assists, 
while Jack Jacobs pulled 
five rebounds.

The Royals are 0-2 and 
play at Marion tonight.

AVON 51, HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN 48
Southeastern FG FT TP PF
Jack Jacobs 2-7 1-1 6 1
Maverick Young 1-7 1-4 3 3
Braeden Totten 9-16 2-2 21 2
Landon Osswald 1-3 2-2 4 4
Lucas Weemer 5-8 2-2 13 3
Kian Kelly 0-1 1-2 1 1
Kallen Hoeft 0-4 0-0 0 3
Varschon Clark 0-0 0-0 0 2
Alexander Weber 0-1 0-0 0 0
Kendrick Pennybaker 0-0 0-0 0 0
Totals 18-47 9-13 48 19

Score by Quarters
Avon 10 13 9 19 – 51
Southeastern 12 12 12 12 – 48
Southeastern 3-point shooting (3-18) Totton 1-6, Weemer 1-2, Ja-
cobs 1-1, Young 0-5, Hoeft 0-3, Osswald 0-1.
Southeastern rebounds (30) Totton 6, Jacobs 5, Young 4, Weemer 
4, Clark 3, Osswald 2, Kelly 1, team 5.

“The team is really fun 
to coach,” said Osborn. “I’m 
proud of all of them. This 
team went through a lot last 
year and grew up over the 
season. Really came togeth-
er through the summer and 
in the pre-season. They like 

being around each other. 
They cheer for each other. 
Everybody is excited when 
somebody else has success. 
Just hope we can keep get-
ting better.”

Carmel plays tonight at 
Plainfield.

Royals fall in close 
conference opener

see Roar . . . Page 14
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 • Family Law 
• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 

• Guardianship 
• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

BIDDING OPENS: Monday, November 25th @ 3pm
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, December 7th @ 6pm

PREVIEW DAY:  Thursday, December 5th from Noon - 6pm
PICK-UP DAYS: Monday, December 9th from Noon -6pm

Tuesday, December 10th from Noon - 6pm
JD 2032R Compact Utility Tractor,  with JD 220R Loader, 5’ JD LX5 Rotary Cutter, 6’ New Holland 782B Grader Blade, 
25’ Windmill, 2014 Yamaha Electric Golf Cart, 2006 Ford Ranger, 2002 Buick Century, 1992 Chevrolet Lumina, 1990 
GMC 2500 Pick-Up Truck, 1997 CornPro Livestock Trailer, 2006 CornPro Trailer, 2007 CSM Trailer, 1999 PJ Trailer, 
2002 Kaufman 1-Axle Utility Trailer, St. Clair, Joe Rice, & Fenton, Lamps, Glass, & Paperweights, Advertising & Signs, 
Morgan Dollars, Proof Sets, Coins, Silver, Artifacts & Arrowheads, Vtg. Thimble Collection, Cuckoo Clocks, Thomas 
Kinkade, China, Antiques & Uniques, Cast Iron, Furniture, (Like New, Amish & Antique), Ootori Massage Chair, 
Household & Electronics, Small Appliances, GE Portable Dishwasher, Bedding & Linens, Toys, Lego’s, Farm & Cast Iron 
Toys, Coca-Cola Memorabilia, Christmas Houses & Decor, Outdoor Furniture, Green Egg Charcoal Grill, Power Tools, 
Hand Tools, Toolboxes, Gun Safe, Stack-On Gun Cabinet, Rockwell Drill Press, Rockwell Table Saw, Rockwell Jawhorse, 
55-Gallon Metal Barrels, Mini Sprint Car Parts, Nice Variety of a Little Bit of Everything
To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

ON-LINE ONLY PUBLIC AUCTION
Combined Personal Property

George Kelsch, Monty & Annette Waymire
AG Equipment, Vehicles, Coins and More

SpORTS SCHEdUlE
Saturday, Dec. 7

BOYS BASKETBALL
Carmel at Plainfield, 7:30 p.m.

Fishers at Mount Vernon, 7:30 p.m.
Greenwood Christian Academy at University, 7:30 p.m.

Guerin Catholic at Hamilton Heights, 7:30 p.m.
Hamilton Southeastern at Marion, 7:30 p.m.

BOYS WRESTLING
Guerin Catholic at Elwood Super Duals, 8:30 a.m.

Carmel, Fishers, Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville at Westfield Sham-
rock Duals, 9 a.m.

Hamilton Heights at Howard County Super 6, 9 a.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL

University at Lapel, 12:30 p.m.
Covenant Christian at Guerin Catholic, 1:30 p.m.

Hamilton Heights at Connersville, 1:30 p.m.
Richmond at Carmel, 3:30 p.m.

(Evansville) North Basketball Showcase
Fishers vs. Floyd Central, 11 a.m.

Hamilton Southeastern vs. Evansville North, 12:30 p.m.
Fishers vs. Gibson Southern, 6 p.m.

GIRLS WRESTLING
Hoosier Crossroads Conference meet, 8:30 a.m. at Franklin Central

Sheridan at Christel House Academy, 9 a.m.
SWIMMING

Brownsburg at Hamilton Southeastern, 9 a.m.
Hamilton Heights at Western Diving Invitational, 10 a.m.

Noblesville Invitational, 10 a.m.
University at New Castle (with Muncie Burris), noon

Monday, Dec. 9
BOYS BASKETBALL

Sheridan at Faith Christian, 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 10

BOYS BASKETBALL
University at Cardinal Ritter, 7:30 p.m.

BOYS WRESTLING
Brebeuf Jesuit at Sheridan, 6 p.m.

Guerin Catholic at Western Boone, 6 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Logansport at Hamilton Heights, 7:30 p.m.
Pendleton Heights at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m.

Westfield at Carmel, 7:30 p.m.
SWIMMING

Noblesville at Lawrence North, 5:30 p.m.
Guerin Catholic at North Central (with Eastern Hancock), 6 p.m.

Hamilton Southeastern at Westfield (with Franklin Central), 6 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

Another 3-pointer by ju-
nior Justin Curry II brought 
the Millers within two pos-
sessions, 21-17, in the second 
quarter, but the Tigers surged 
ahead to lead by 23 points in 
the third quarter and 30-plus 
by the fourth.

“Sometimes after win-
ning state, it takes until after 
Christmas until you feel ev-
erybody is locked back in, 
but I give credit to these guys 
for doing what they needed 
to do to get back in focus and 
get back to preparation to get 
better,” Winegar said.

“We say every day, we’re 
most dynamic together and the 
together part is we don’t care 
who scores. We have a lot of 
guys on this team capable of 
going for 25 or 30 points, and 
to their credit, they don’t care. 
They want to win. They love 
their teammates. They want to 
find the best shot, and they’re 
willing to give up good shots 
for great shots.”

The Millers shot 45 per-
cent as a group and were 4 of 
13 from 3-point range. Fish-
ers converted 12 of 17 jump-
ers from beyond the arc.

“We had a couple of turn-
overs to start the game, and 
we were able to cut it to six, 
but you just can’t turn it over 
against them,” Noblesville 
head coach Scott McClelland 
said. “There were way too 
many, and then we couldn’t 
score in the half court. We 
just couldn’t score at all, and 
then you magnify that by the 
fact that we didn’t guard any-
body, but I think it’s a great 
example of how all that stuff 
magnifies. Not only does it 
affect your defense, but it af-
fects your offense.”

Junior Baron Walker 
scored a team-high 15 points 
for the Millers, followed by 
Fine with six points. Curry 
II had five points, and senior 
Aiden Brewer chipped in 
four points.

“They just did a real-
ly good job of taking us out 
of what we wanted to do, 
and they just have a lot of 
weapons,” McClelland said. 
“They can play, and they just 
popped us. There’s not a lot 
to say. They just kicked our 
tails all night, and we didn’t 
adjust or handle it very well. 
We just have to get back at it 
and learn from this and kind 
of go from there.”

The Millers host 4A No. 6 
Carmel next week on Friday 
before traveling to Southport 
to face 4A No. 2 Jefferson-
ville on Saturday, Dec. 14.

The Tigers cap their 
back-to-back weekend at 4A 
No. 16 Mt. Vernon (Fortville) 
tonight before heading to 
Southport on Saturday, Dec. 
14 to play 3A No. 1 Indianap-
olis Crispus Attucks.

“We talk about expecting 
to win, and once you actu-
ally win, you really start to 
feel confidence in that, and 
we have five seniors back. 
All of them got minutes last 
year, two sophomores that 
played a ton as freshmen, so 
you have seven guys back 
from the state championship 
team,” Winegar said. “That’s 
pretty rare to have. Obvious-
ly, we lost some key pieces, 
but those guys almost have 
a year-and-a-half of expe-
rience. In close games and 
important games, conference 
games, rivalry games, they 
can lean on that experience.”

roar
from Page 13

Basketball

Photo by Dwight Casler
The Sheridan boys basketball team held off Clinton Prairie 59-58 to win its Hoosier Heartland 
Conference opener.

The REPORTER
The Sheridan basket-

ball teams swept a Hoosier 
Heartland Conference dou-
bleheader with Clinton Prai-
rie Friday at Larry Hobbs 
Hall.

The girls went first, and 
the Blackhawks breezed 
past the Gophers 58-18. 
Sheridan led 16-7 after the 
opening quarter and 32-9 at 
halftime. A 19-point third 

quarter gave the ‘Hawks a 
51-17 lead.

Kenzie Garner scored 
28 points, including four 
3-pointers, and made six 
steals and grabbed five re-
bounds. Mackenzie Smith 
added nine points; both she 
and Sadie Timme collected 
seven rebounds each. Bri-
elle Garner drained 2 triples 
on her way to eight points. 
Cecilia Smith handed out 

seven assists.
The Sheridan boys’ 

game was closer, but the 
‘Hawks pulled out a 59-58 
victory in their HHC open-
er. The first quarter finished 
in a 14-14 tie, with Sheridan 
pulling ahead 33-29 at half-
time. Caleb Wright nailed 
three first-half 3s and scored 
11 points, while Trey Page’s 
three triples gave him nine 
points. Devon Hamilton 
scored eight in the first half.

The Blackhawks led 41-
37 after three quarters. The 
Gophers outscored Sheridan 

21-18 in the fourth period, 
but the ‘Hawks held on for 
the win. Page made a steal to 
seal the Sheridan victory; he 
totaled six 3s for 18 points.

Damon Winston and 
Hamilton both scored 14 
points, while Wright scored 
11 points.

The Sheridan girls are 
2-0 in the conference and 
6-1 overall. Their next 
game is Thursday at Ross-
ville, another HHC contest. 
The Sheridan boys are 2-1 
and play Monday at Faith 
Christian.

Blackhawks earn HHC sweep

GIRLS GAME
SHERIDAN 58, CLINTON PRAIRIE 18

Sheridan FG FT TP PF
Nova Cross 1 2-2 5 4
Kenzie Garner 10 4-5 28 1
Cecilia Timme 1 2-6 4 0
Brielle Garner 3 0-0 8 1
Sadie Timme 1 0-0 2 1
Shelby Eaton 1 0-0 2 1
Mackenzie Smith 4 1-2 9 1
Mak Southerland 0 0-0 0 0
Brooklynn Conley 0 0-0 0 0 
Sammy Smith 0 0-0 0 0
Alivia Gould 0 0-0 0 0
Carla Gonzalez Calvo 0 0-0 0 0
Totals 21 9-15 58 9

Score by Quarters
Clinton Prairie 7 2 8 1 – 18
Sheridan 16 16 19 7 – 58
Sheridan 3-pointers (7) K. Garner 4, B. Garner 2, Cross.

BOYS GAME
SHERIDAN 59, CLINTON PRAIRIE 58

Sheridan FG FT TP PF
Trey Page 6 0-0 18 0
Caleb Wright 4 0-0 11 3
Damon Winston 6 1-1 14 0
Devon Hamilton 7 0-0 14 3
Carson Wright 1 0-1 2 4
Chance Spencer 0 0-0 0 1
Jax Peerman 0 0-0 0 0
Dayne Voege 0 0-0 0 0
Totals 24 1-2 59 11

Score by Quarters
Clinton Prairie 14 15 8 21 – 58
Sheridan 14 19 8 18 – 59
Sheridan 3-pointers (10): Page 6, Cal. Wright 3, Winston.

The REPORTER
The Hamilton South-

eastern girls basketball team 
used a big third quarter to 
pull away from Class 3A 
No. 6 Evansville Memorial 
Friday in the 4A No. 2 Roy-
als’ first game at the Evans-
ville North Showcase.

Southeastern outscored 
the Tigers in each quarter. 
The Royals led 15-7 after 
one quarter and 28-12 at 
halftime, then dominated 
the third quarter by a 25-8 
margin to take a 53-20 lead. 

Maya Makalusky 
earned a double-double of 
25 points and 10 rebounds, 
also making three 3-point-
ers and dishing out four as-
sists. Kayla Stidham scored 
12 points and collected sev-
en rebounds. Kennedy Hol-
man totaled six points, five 
rebounds and four assists 
for the game.

Southeastern is 9-0 and 
plays the Showcase host, 
Evansville North, this after-
noon in its second game of 
the event.

HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN 62, 
EVANSVILLE MEMORIAL 28

Southeastern FG FT TP PF
Maya Makalusky 9-20 4-6 25 1
Kayla Brinley 1-3 0-0 3 2
Kennedy Holman 3-6 0-2 6 2
Kayla Stidham 4-12 1-2 12 1
Addison Van Hoesen 1-4 0-0 2 3
Abby Brown 3-3 0-0 6 1
Antonette Green 1-1 1-2 3 2
Maine Hooks 1-2 0-0 3 0
Ava Kashani 1-4 0-0 2 1
Abby Orme 0-2 0-0 0 1
Totals 24-57 6-12 62 14

Score by Quarters
Evansville Memorial 7 5 8 8 – 28
Southeastern 15 13 25 9 – 62
Southeastern 3-point shooting (8-26) Makalusky 3-9, Stidham 3-8, 
Brinley 1-3, Hooks 1-1, Kashani 0-2, Orme 0-2, Van Hoesen 0-1.
Southeastern rebounds (39) Makalusky 10, Stidham 7, Holman 5, 
Hooks 4, Brinley 4, Van Hoesen 4, Brown 2, Orme 2, Kashani 1.

Girls Basketball
royals keep their perfect record, 9-0

paul poteet . . .
Your Hometown

Weatherman!

The Reporter brings you the 
best local sports coverage.

full stop.
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The REPORTER
The Hamilton South-

eastern swim teams swept a 
dual meet with Avon Tues-
day.

The Royals girls won 
138-94, placing first in 11 of 
12 events. Freshman Kend-
all Dieckman was a double 
winner in the 200 freestyle 
and breaststroke. Other 
winners were Kiley Zoeller 
in the individual medley, 
Zoe Rehm in diving, Nao-
mi Haines in the butterfly, 
Ellason Miller in the 100 
free, Mia Henderson in the 
500 free, Jocelyn Graham in 
the backstroke and all three 
relays.

Southeastern’s boys 
won 129-54, taking nine 
events. Derek Robison was 
first in the 200 free and 
backstroke, while Jihoon 
Jung was the winner of the 
IM and breaststroke. Also 
placing first were Gavin 
Tucker in diving, Camden 
Bailey in the 100 free and 
all three relays.

GIRLS MEET
Team score: Hamilton 

Southeastern 138, Avon 44.
200 medley relay: 1. 

Southeastern “A” (Naomi 
Haines, Kiley Zoeller, Ella-
son Miller, Mia Henderson) 
1:49.33, 2. Southeastern “B” 
(Izzy Schmitt, Jocelyn Graham, 
Payton Walker, Ella Chester-
field) 1:55.06, 3. Southeastern 
“C” (Hayden Bunch, Lauren 
Ing, Gabby Johnson, Emerson 
Bunch) 1:58.15.

200 freestyle: 1. Kendall 
Dieckmann 1:53.82, 2. Lacey 
Huston 2:06.69, 3. Kelsey Gra-
ham 2:08.46.

200 individual medley: 
1. Zoeller 2:14.54, 2. Miller 
2:15.45, 4. Schmitt 2:22.64.

50 freestyle: 2. Haines 
25.26, 3. Henderson 25.85, 4. 
Chesterfield 26.76.

One-meter diving: 1. Zoe 
Rehm 186.70, 3. Juliet Pearce 
120.10.

100 butterfly: 1. Haines 
1:00.24, 2. Kinsey Bogaards 
1:01.85, 4. Schmitt 1:07.19.

100 freestyle: 1. Miller 
55.03, 3. Brooklyn Penn 57.23, 
4. Walker 58.64.

500 freestyle: 1. Hender-

son 5:24.56, 2. Zoeller 5:30.43, 
4. Scarlett Fanger 6:09.70.

200 freestyle relay: 1. 
Southeastern “A” (Dieckman, 
Haines, Chesterfield, Bogaards) 
1:42.63, 2. Southeastern “B” 
(Walker, Anissa Lammie, Gra-
ham, Anna Irish) 1:47.26, 3. 
Southeastern “C” (Ing, Ryan 
Murphy, Fanger, Bunch) 
1:52.64.

100 backstroke: 1. Gra-
ham 1:02.21, 3. Bunch 1:06.67, 
4. Penn 1:07.13.

100 breaststroke: 1. 
Dieckman 1:06.88, 2. Bogaards 
1:13.02, 3. Huston 1:16.15.

400 freestyle relay: 1. 
Southeastern “A” (Zoeller, Miller, 
Henderson, Dieckman) 3:36.59, 
2. Southeastern “B” (Schmitt, 
Penn, Graham, Bogaards) 
3:51.68, 4. Southeastern “C” 
(Sarah Cooper, Madelyn Onu-
frock, Bunch, Fanger) 4:08.22.

BOYS MEET
Team score: Hamilton 

Southeastern 129, Avon 54.
200 medley relay: 1. 

Southeastern “A” (Jacob Frey, 
Collin Huston Jihoon Jung, 
Zach Marchisin) 1:36.96, 
2. Southeastern “C” (Ivan 
Semko, Grayer Belaire, Car-
ter Nelsen, Josh Lawrance) 
1:47.81, 5. Southeastern “B” 
(Nolan Pugh, Aiden Stivers, 
Alden Sealls, Xander Goss) 
2:00.87.

200 freestyle: 1. Derek Ro-
bison 1:52.98. 2. Jagger Chan 
1:55.15, 5. Bryce Salvadori 
1:56.05.

200 individual medley: 1. 
Jung 1:54.10, 2. Camden Bailey 
2:04.71, 4. Semko 2:10.10.

50 freestyle: 2. Huston 
22.76, 3. Goss 24.67, 4. Sealls 
24.80.

One-meter diving: 1. 
Gavin Tucker 252.55, 3. Joseph 
Justice 95.65.

100 butterfly: 2. Pugh 
56.04, 3. Frey 56.39, 4. Sealls 

56.75.
100 freestyle: 1. Bailey 

49.80, 2. Pugh 52.52, 3. Law-
rance 54.13.

500 freestyle: 2. Huston 
5:04.61, 3. Marchisin 5:13.33, 5. 
Chan 5:27.09.

200 freestyle relay: 1. 
Southeastern “A” (Bailey, Chan, 
Goss, Frey) 1:33.81, 3. South-
eastern “B” (Lawrance, Nelsen, 
Belaire, Pugh) 1:39.69.

100 backstroke: 1. Ro-
bison 1:00.37, 3. Salvadori 
1:01.38, 4. Goss 1:03.25.

100 breaststroke: 1. Jung 
58.69, 2. Lawrance 1:06.08, 3. 
Stivers 1:09.58.

400 freestyle relay: 1. 
Southeastern “A” (Robison, 
Bailey, Huston, Jung) 3:19.42, 
2. Southeastern “B” (Sealls, 
Salvadori, Semko, Marchisin) 
3:32.33, 5. Southeastern “C” 
(Clive Bourff, Cade Breske, 
Luke Fletcher, Lucas Cochran) 
3:58.98.
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On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Wed Dec 4 - Girls Basketball & Wrestling
6:00 pm  Hamilton Southeastern vs Noblesville | JV |  Girls Basketball | HCTV Sports
7:30 pm Hamilton Southeastern vs Noblesville | Varsity | Girls Basketball | HCTV Sports
6:30 pm Fishers vs New Palestine | Wrestling | Fishers Sports Network
7:15 pm Hamilton Southeastern vs Avon | Wrestling | Southeastern Sports Network

Thurs Dec 5  -  Girls Basketball
7:20 pm Connersville vs Mt Vernon | Girls Basketball | Indiana SRN7:20 pm Connersville vs Mt Vernon | Girls Basketball | Indiana SRN

Fri Dec 6  -  Boys Basketball
6:00 pm Fishers vs Noblesville | Junior Varsity | HCTV Sports
7:15 pm Hamilton Southeastern vs Avon | Varsity | Southeastern Sports Network
7:20 pm  Covington vs Covenant Christian | Indiana SRN 
7:20 pm Roncalli vs Heritage Christian | Indiana SRN
7:30 pm Fishers vs Noblesville | Varsity | HCTV Sports

Sat Dec 7  -  Boys BasketballSat Dec 7  -  Boys Basketball
7:20 pm Franklin vs Seymour | Boys Basketball | Indiana SRN

Mon Dec 9  -  Boys Basketball
7:20 pm  Phalen vs Washington | Boys Basketball | Indiana SRN

Tues Dec 10  -  Girls Basketball
7:15 pm Hamilton Southeastern vs Pendleton Heights | Southeastern Sports Network
7:20 pm Heritage Christian vs Covenant Christian | Indiana SRN
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Upcoming Broadcasts

NASCAR’s
outlook for 2025

NASCAR has 
experienced a lot 
of change in the 
last 12 months, 
probably nothing 
more significant 
than the closing 
of Stewart Haas 
Racing, a team 
with dozens of 
wins and two Cup 
Series Champi-
onships. With the closing of 
Stewart Haas Racing and the 
conclusion (almost) of the 
NASCAR “silly season,” 
what is the outlook for 2025? 

Four teams in the NA-
SCAR garage will expand 
from two teams to three teams. 
Roush Fenway Keselowski 
Racing will add ex-Stewart 
Haas driver, Ryan Preece to its 
line-up and has leased a char-
ter from Rick Ware Racing. 
This appears to be a culminat-
ing moment for RFK Racing 
as the former powerhouse 
team fielded as many as five 
full-time cup drivers in the 
mid-2000s. It seems with the 
addition of Ryan Preece and a 
third full-time Cup team, RFK 
Racing is in a position to le-
gitimately challenge for a Cup 
Series title.

Trackhouse Racing will 
add New Zealand road course 
ace, Shane Van Gisbergen, 
to its stable of drivers. After 
winning the inaugural Chica-
go Street Course in his first 
ever NASCAR start in 2023, 
Van Gisbergen had a stellar 
year in the Xfinity Series, 
dominating on road courses. 
Because of his exceptional 
ability on road courses, he 
is a playoff contender, if not 
a lock. His inexperience on 
ovals is an obvious detriment 
and even a handful of top 10 
finishes on ovals should be 
considered a success. Van 
Gisbergen is likeable and has 
quickly become a fan favor-
ite. The fact that he will be 
driving the No. 88 car will 
only make his NASCAR 
stardom rise faster. 

The final two-car teams 
adding a third will be quite 
the story. Both 23XI Rac-
ing and Front Row Motor-
sports will be adding driv-
ers in 2025. As you might 
recall, however, both teams 
are embroiled in an antitrust 
lawsuit with NASCAR and 
at the moment, will not be 
considered chartered teams 

for the 2025 sea-
son. While 23XI 
has its driver line-
up set, Front Row 
Motorsports has 
only announced 
two of its three 
drivers for 2025. 
23XI will be add-
ing Riley Herbst 
in the number 35 
car. Herbst spent 

several years in the Xfinity 
Series and shown significant 
improvements over the last 
two years. He comes with the 
backing of Monster Energy, 
which also has sponsorship 
ties with his 23XI team-
mate, Tyler Reddick, and Joe 
Gibbs Racing counterpart, 
Ty Gibbs. In his limited Cup 
Series starts in the last couple 
years, Herbst has shown ma-
turity and consistency. While 
I don’t expect him to take the 
Cup Series by storm, he may 
be a surprise playoff driv-
er. Front Row Motorsports 
will add Noah Gragson for 
2025. Gragson, who is with 
his third team in three years, 
showed marked improve-
ment with SHR in 2024. As 
Front Row Motorsports is in 
an upward trajectory, I ex-
pect Gragson will be close to 
or in the top 10 for a majority 
of races in 2025.

As one might expect, I 
don’t foresee the power dy-
namic in NASCAR change 
much for 2025. Hendrick, 
Gibbs, and Penske will be 
strong like in years past. As I 
said above, I do believe RFK 
Racing will continue making 
strides and are poised to put 
themselves back into the top 
echelon of the Cup Series. 
What I am most interested 
to see if the performance of 
Legacy Motor Club. Leg-
acy’s performance in 2024 
was disappointing, espe-
cially when considering the 
change in manufactures from 
Chevy to Toyota. I think year 
two with Toyota will come 
with a giant boost in perfor-
mance and I would even ven-
ture to guess that Erik Jones 
picks up a win enroute to the 
playoffs. 

Only two months until 
the 2025 NASCAR season 
begins. What will we see? 

Zech Yoder is a local res-
ident, an attorney at Adler 
Attorneys in Noblesville, and 
a lifelong race fan.
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southeastern boys & girls sweep dual meet
Swimming

The REPORTER
Hamilton Heights 

picked up a win at New 
Castle on Friday, by the 
score of 74-66.

The Huskies sprinted 
out in front to a 22-14 lead 
after one quarter. Heights 
extended that advantage 
to 38-28 by halftime and 
stayed ahead for the entire 
second half. A 20-point 
third quarter kept the Hus-
kies up 58-49 going into 

the fourth.
Tyler Champion 

poured in 26 points, 
draining three 3-pointers. 
Gavin Saunders totaled 
13 points, seven rebounds 
and five assists, while 
Rees Knapp scored 11 
points and collected six 
rebounds. Drew Duncan 
also had six rebounds.

Heights is 2-1 and 
hosts Guerin Catholic to-
night.

HAMILTON HEIGHTS 74, NEW CASTLE 66
Heights FG FT TP PF
Tyler Champion 10-15 3-6 26 2
Rees Knapp 4-9 2-2 11 4
Dreydin Serna 3-9 0-0 6 1
Drew Duncan 3-5 0-0 6 4
Gavin Saunders 5-7 3-4 13 4
Jack Kakasuleff 3-6 3-5 9 3
Carson Felger 0-0 0-0 0 5
Aidan Unger 1-1 0-0 3 1
Chris Nobbe 0-1 0-0 0 0
Totals 29-53 11-17 74 24

Score by Quarters
Heights 22 16 20 16 – 74
New Castle 14 14 21 17 – 66
Heights 3-point shooting (5-15) Champion 3-5, Knapp 1-3, Unger 
1-1, Serna 0-2, Kakasuleff 0-2, Saunders 0-2.
Heights rebounds (31) Saunders 7, Knapp 6, Duncan 6, Felger 3, 
Kakasuleff 3, Champion 2, Unger 2, Nobbe 1, Serna 1.

UNIVERSITY 58, SETON CATHOLIC 54
University FG FT TP PF
Zien Bland 1 0-0 2 0
Max McComb 7 1-2 17 3
Blake Gray 5 0-3 11 0
Faisal Mohamud 3 8-9 15 4
Cooper Cammack 0 0-0 0 5
Noah Cortez 1 0-0 2 2
DJ Willis 1 0-0 3 1
Peter Morales 0 0-0 0 0
Josh Henderson 3 2-2 8 4
Totals 21 11-16 58 19

Score by Quarters
University 15 7 17 19 – 58
Seton Catholic 14 8 8 24 – 54
University 3-pointers (5) McComb 2, Gray, Mohamud, Willis.

ZIONSVILLE 60, WESTFIELD 57
Westfield FG FT TP PF
Will Harvey 1 0-0 2 0
Drew Haffner 11 1-2 29 3
Jalen Malone 0 3-4 3 5
Rylan Rauch 1 0-0 2 2
Brock Detamore 5 1-2 12 3
Durante Morton 3 3-3 9 5
Logan Sumpter 0 0-0 0 1
Luke Vandegriff 0 0-0 0 0
Totals 21 8-11 57 19

Score by Quarters
Westfield 6 10 10 31 – 57
Zionsville 5 21 12 22 – 60
Westfield 3-pointers (7) Haffner 6, Detamore. 

The REPORTER
The University boys 

basketball team played 
its opening game on Fri-
day, holding off host Seton 
Catholic 58-54 in a Pioneer 
Conference North Division 
game.

The Trailblazers led 15-
14 after one quarter, with 
Josh Henderson scoring six 
points off the bench. The 
game slowed down in the 
second quarter, with the 
Cardinals working their 
way back to tie it at 22-22 
by halftime. 

University surged ahead 
39-30 after three periods, 

with Max McComb hitting 
two 3-pointers and scoring 
eight in that quarter. Fais-
al Mohamud went 4-for-4 
from the free-throw line. 
The ‘Blazers held firm 
during a 24-point fourth 
quarter from Seton Cath-
olic; Mohamud made two 
free throws with 39 seconds 
left to help clinch the game.

McComb finished with 
17 points, while Mohamud 
scored 15. Blake Gray to-
taled 11 points, scoring in 
all four quarters.

University plays its first 
home game tonight against 
Greenwood Christian.

The REPORTER
Westfield dropped its 

first game of the season Fri-
day, as the Shamrocks were 
edged out 60-57 in their 
Hoosier Crossroads Confer-
ence opener at Zionsville.

Westfield led 6-5 after 
one quarter, but the Eagles 
took over in the second 
period, jumping ahead to a 
26-16 halftime lead. Drew 
Haffner scored 10 points in 
the first half for the ‘Rocks.

Zionsville added to its 
lead in the third quarter to 

go up 38-26 as the game 
entered the fourth quarter. 
Westfield went on a tear in 
that period, pouring in 31 
points, including 19 from 
Haffner. Brock Detamore 
scored eight points in the 
fourth. But the Eagles held 
on for the win.

Haffner totaled 29 
points, including six 3s. 
Detamore finished with 12 
points.

The Shamrocks are 2-1 
and host Guerin Catholic 
next Friday.

Boys Basketball
Rocks fall to Zionsville Blazers win in

season opener
Huskies jump ahead 
early, keep ahead of 
New Castle to win

http://wandalyons.com
https://www.hctv1.com/

