
By ANNA MITCHELL
news@readthereporter.com

The State Board of Educa-
tion proposed two new diplo-
mas for Hoosier high school 
students in March 2024, and the 
changes are proposed to take ef-
fect December 2024. 

State Representative Victo-
ria Garcia Wilburn (D-Fishers) 
played host to a listening session 
July 29 to inform people on the 
new Indiana diploma proposal 
and to answer their questions. 
Hamilton Southeastern School 
Board member Sarah Donsbach 
and attorney Joel Hand also 
added their expertise.

The New Indiana Diplo-
ma Proposal includes the GPS 
(Graduates Prepared to Suc-
ceed) Diploma, the GPS Diplo-
ma Plus, and a federally required 
alternative diploma for students 
with significant learning disabil-
ities. The information meeting 
focused on the GPS and GPS 
Plus diplomas.

According to Wilburn, the 
changes for the new diplomas 
include:

• 94 percent attendance

• Marked improved atten-
dance

• Two seasons of a co-cur-
ricular

• 3.0+ grade-point average at 
the end of 10th grade

• External paid job
• External verification of 

competency

• Math is not required above 
Algebra I

• Four semesters of science 
instead of eight

• No health class
• No requirement to take lan-

guage or fine arts electives
• U.S. History and U.S. Gov-

ernment are only required So-

cial Studies classes (not includ-
ing: Geography, World History, 
or Economics)

Wilburn is concerned that 
the new diplomas’ requirements 
will not prepare students for 
their futures.
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New things
If there is one thing 

that instantly sends 
me into panic mode it 
would be when some-
one suggests that I try 
something new.

As I sat in a lo-
cal coffee shop a few 
months ago with my 
fellow columnists 
turned mentors/friends, 
each one of them en-
thusiastically suggested I should sign up 
to go to the writer's conference at Taylor 
University. I smiled and told them that I 
would think about it, panic silently setting 
in. Thoughts of inadequacy and self-doubt 
began to take root in my brain. Some were 
thoughts that many would likely have when 
going to something like that for the first 
time. Am I a good enough writer? Others 
have so much more experience than me. I 
haven’t even written my first book yet.

Along with those thoughts, came con-
cerns that others may not have. Will it be ac-
cessible? Will I be able to wheel myself, or 
will there be carpet which makes it so much 
harder with my weak arms? Will I be the 
only person in a wheelchair? Will the bath-
rooms be accessible? Can my body hold up 
to the demands of two days in a row? Will 
the doors have accessible buttons? You get 
the point. There is another level of what ifs 
when living with a disability. 

However, this time, my desire to go out-
weighed my doubt. Their gentle encourage-
ment led me to hit “submit” on the registra-
tion with a somewhat reluctant hand. With 
the conference still a few months away, it 
was easy to stuff those doubts down.

As the time got closer, the anxiety be-
gan to rear its ugly head. I am pretty good at 
talking myself out of things. This time those 
thoughts were certainly there. 
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Myrtle et al.
Here’s another sto-

ry from my mother.
My younger sister 

was eight years young-
er than I was. She was 
a tiny girl, barely tall 
enough to reach the 
latch on the chicken 
house door. But she 
managed to never let a 
chicken escape.

If Little Sister was 
not in the house, Mother could look out the 
back door and through the window of the 
chicken house. There she would see Little 
Sister squatting patiently. Maybe half an 
hour later, if she looked at just the right 
time, she could see Little Sister pick up a 
chicken.

There would be no squawking, no wild 
running, no excitement. Just two little hands 
caressing a chick. Once after she was a lit-
tle older, a friend gave Little Sister some 
ducks. The weather turned cold. By then the 
chicken house had been dismantled. Baby 
ducks had to be brought into the house in a 
big box. They were kept in the box until the 
weatherman turned on some heat. Little Sis-
ter raised them all. That summer a frequent 
sight was Little Pied Piper leading a troop 
of ducks across the yard. They followed 
faithfully wherever she went.

Fall came. Downey ducks had ma-
tured. The time had come to fulfill their 
ducky destiny, but Little Sister loved them 
too much. What to do? Very often Daddy 
bought or sold livestock with Mr. Johnson. 
Little Sister decided to do some dealing, 
too. The next time Mr. J. stopped; she was 
ready with two questions. (1) Will you buy 
my ducks? (2) Will you promise not to kill 
my ducks? Out of the mouths of babes! 
What questions! Dealers don't buy unless 
they plan to resell or use the meat in some 
profitable way.

How did Mr. J. answer? Never hesitat-
ing his answers were (1) Yes, I will buy. (2) 
Yes, I will promise not to kill them. What 
kindness! Mr. J. Lived on a farm. A small 
stream meandered through his Meadows, 
so we had an ideal spot for the ducks. They 
became a permanent part of his farm.

The next year the same friend brought 
Little Sister a large grocery bag half-full of 
goose eggs. To this day Mother has never 
eaten (at least not knowingly) a goose egg. 
What to do? Well, Daddy said there is a 
hatchery just a few miles north of us. May-
be they would set these eggs. Little Sister 
was ecstatic. She just KNEW they would. 
And yes, they would hatch them for a fee. 
Daddy supplied the fee. Several days later 
Little Sister was in the goose business.
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Westfield Washington Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Kaiser discusses rapidly growing district
By HANNA MORDOH
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

The Morning Bell is a 
conversation focused on new 
or exciting programs and ac-
complishments within Indiana 
schools. This week, The Morn-
ing Bell’s focus is getting peo-
ple ready to head back to school 
through interviews with super-
intendents in central Indiana.

On Wednesday, Westfield 
Washington Schools Superin-
tendent Paul Kaiser joined Day-
break to discuss the upcoming 
school year which begins on 
Thursday, Aug. 8.

Adapting to a 
growing district

Westfield is one of Indiana’s 
fastest-growing school districts 
and will likely reach 10,000 stu-
dents in the 2024-2025 school 
year. The district plans to keep 
pace with the growth while of-
fering a nationally recognized 
academic experience called 

Destination Westfield.
The district has a goal to en-

sure every student has a great 
Westfield experience, no mat-
ter what elementary or middle 
school they attend. Leaders 
want to maintain the “home-
town feel” as they transition into 
being a bigger city.

“We think that a more com-
munity-based school is critical,” 
Kaiser said. “Parents and kids 
love their elementary schools and 
we want to keep those small.”

Construction projects 
The district is undergoing 

new construction projects to 
help with the additional stu-
dents. 

“We think going to the sec-
ond middle school is really im-
portant somewhere down the 
road,” Kaiser said. “If we contin-
ue to grow, there’ll probably be 
a third middle school. But right 
now, we’re focusing on the be-
ginning construction of the new 
middle school. And then ex-

panding to two more elementary 
schools will be huge and keeping 
our class sizes small and that 
local neighborhood feel for our 
kids and our school.”

The projects include:

• Two elementary schools
• One middle school
• Renovation at the current 

middle school

Photo by WISH-TV
Westfield Washington Schools Superintendent Paul 
Kaiser joined WISH-TV’s Hanna Mordoh in studio for a 
recent interview.

See Growing . . . Page 2

Reporter photo by Anna Mitchell
(From left) State Rep. Victoria Garcia Wilburn, Hamilton Southeastern School Board 
member Sarah Donsbach, and attorney Joel Hand answered the public’s questions.

Answering questions about 
new high school diplomas

Public officials hear voters’ concerns on Indiana education proposal
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Local Arby’s owner donates $25,000 to 
Westfield Police Department’s K9 initiative
Submitted

The AES Restaurant 
Foundation has announced 
a donation of $25,000 to the 
Westfield Police Department 
(WPD) to purchase and train a 
brand-new K9 officer. The Zi-
onsville-based Foundation saw 
the GoFundMe efforts on a lo-
cal Facebook page and stepped 
up to provide the final donation 
that will allow WPD to add and 
enhance the K9 program.

The AES Restaurant Foun-
dation was started by the CEO 
and COO of the AES Restau-
rant Group to strengthen, en-
hance, and enrich the lives of 
people in the communities the 
group calls home.

“Our Foundation exists to 
give back and live one of our 
core values: Make a Differ-
ence,” AES Restaurant Group 
CEO John Wade said. “When 
we saw this opportunity to sup-
port the Police Department and 
the community of Westfield, 
we knew we needed to provide 
the balance of the funds for this 

worthwhile campaign.”
The initiative could not 

have come at a better time, as 
the AES Restaurant Group is 
breaking ground this week on 
a brand-new Arby’s location in 
Westfield.

“We are so excited to fi-
nally have a restaurant in our 
own backyard,” AES Restau-
rant Group COO Jay Bedrosian 

said. “With multiple members 
of our leadership team residing 
in Westfield, we cannot wait to 
bring the AES restaurant expe-
rience to the Arby’s on Chatham 
Commons Boulevard this fall.”

In recognition of the dona-
tion, Sergeant Dewey Abney, 
head of the K9 program for 
WPD, granted the donor the 
honor of naming the K9 officer. 

The AES Foundation’s Board of 
Directors has chosen the name 
“RB.” A formal donation cere-
mony was held on July 29 at the 
Westfield Police Department.

To learn more about the 
AES Foundation, go to AeS-
Foundation.com. To learn 
more about the AES Restau-
rant Group, go to AeSrestau-
rants.com.

Photo provided
Westfield PD will use the donation used to purchase and train a new K9 officer.
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• Addition to the high 
school

• A new transportation 
center

• A new wing in an ele-
mentary school

• Operations building
• Many athletics fields

What students can 
look forward to

“For our exceptional 
learning kids, we’re open-
ing a new cross-categorical 
program at Carey Ridge,” 
Kaiser said. “We have it 
in there. We expanded that 
program for our special 
kids with autism and other 
exceptional learning needs. 
That will open up this Fall. 
I just think the overall – we 
have a freshman orientation 
program which is really im-
portant. We’ve done that for 
a number of years and just 
welcoming the new students 
to our community and to our 
schools.”

Career technical educa-
tion programs:

• Culinary arts
• Construction 
• Firefighting 

• CNA certification 
• Interior design
• EMS
• Family and consumer 

science programs – baking, 
fashion, event management, 
entrepreneurship

Kaiser’s advice 
to students

“I think the biggest thing 
about school, it’s all about 
relationships. You may not 
remember the physics class 
you took, you may not re-
member the history class 
you took, but you’re going 
to remember being involved 
in band. You’re going to re-
member being involved in 
extracurriculars and clubs. 
And it’s all about relation-
ships. Just get involved 
as much as you can and 
your experience at the high 
school will be fantastic,” 
Kaiser said.

This story was origi-
nally published by WISH-
TV at wishtv.com/news/
loca l -news / the -morn-
ing-bell-westfield-superin-
tendent-discusses-rapid-
ly-growing-district.

Indiana being what it 
is, warm days again turned 
cool. Geese had to be 
housed in the kitchen for 
several days. Little Sister 
was diligent about keeping 
their box clean, so mother 
didn't object to much. Soon 
the geese were outside and 
gobbling all the food they 
could find. They were a 
noisy lot and announced 
the arrival of everyone 
with loud honking. Little 
Sister had them pretty well 
trained before the summer 
was over. All too soon, it 
seemed to her, the geese 
were grown and it was time 
to sell. Little Sister knew 
exactly what to do. She 
would call Mr. J. And ask 
two questions: (1) with you 
by my geese? (2) will you 
keep my geese?

Mr. J. was ready with 
answers because he had 
seen the geese often during 
the summer. (1) Yes, I will 
buy your geese. Then be-
fore little sister could ask 
the second question, an-
swered it. “But I won't 
keep them. They will have 
to move on.” No, Little 
Sister wasn't much upset 
about that. The money she 

received soothed whatever 
ruffled feelings she might 
have had.

Another year, another 
bird. Two of them in fact. 
These were college birds. 
For a class experiment one 
of the girls hatched three 
leghorn chickens. Then she 
had a disposal problem. The 
prof kept them in his utility 
room until his wife ordered 
them out. Out!

So one weekend Sister 
carted them home to Little 
Sister. One little bird was 
sadly crippled. After a few 
days, it died. The other two 
grew into handsome white 
roosters. They sat on the 
board fence and announced 
the dawn to anyone who 
otherwise might have 
missed it.

Again the cycle of sea-
sons. Again the question: 
what to do? Little Sis-
ter could not bear to eat 
her pets nor to have any-
one else eat them. Only 
two! Can’t we keep them? 
Against her better judgment 
Mother finally consented. 
So the two grew older and 
tougher while Mother grew 
wiser. Have you heard of 
the pecking system? These 

two, whose names elude 
me, became proficient at 
flopping Mother any time 
she went into the barnyard. 
They had a definite sys-
tem. If both roosters were 
present, Rooster A flopped 
while Rooster B stood by, 
looking innocent. Let A be 
out of sight, B would flop 
with a vengeance.

Mother carried a broom 
and did some “flopping” 
too, but she could not train 
them to leave her alone. 
They were smart enough 
not to attack her front side, 
but oh, that unprotected 
back! So the two roosters 
grew older and tougher and 
tougher and tougher. Moth-
er would not have cooked 
them even if someone had 
dressed them for her.

Billy Zaugg was the 
neighborhood repair man. 
He lived alone and seemed 
to be a forlorn character. 
One day he was called to 
repair a roof. Then Moth-
er had a bright idea. Since 
Billy did his own cook-
ing, why not give him the 
roosters? Why not indeed! 
No! No! Billy would not 
cook Little Sister's pets. 
He said they would be de-

licious stewed a while and 
then fried, but the answer 
was No! No! Extra shingles 
were kept in the barn so 
mother walked along with 
Billy to show him where 
they were. Mother was not 
smart; she did not carry her 
broom. The roosters walked 
along, too. They stayed a 
few steps behind. Mother 
forgot about her own be-
hind when she bent over to 
get the shingles for Billy.

Number I rooster saw 
his chance and flopped her 
good. She turned to swat 
him with her shingle. Num-
ber II saw his chance. Oh, 
what flopping! Billy stood 
by laughing hilariously. 
Now he knew why to Moth-
er meant when she said the 
roosters were mean. Now 
he was willing to take them, 
but he was sure they were 
too wild to be caught. That 
was all the encouragement 
Mother needed. She picked 
up some string and a couple 
of gunny sacks. Then she 
called the dog. Dixie was 
smarter than the roosters. 
Billy soon had them tied up 
and ready to move.

Mother sighed. What a 
blessed relief!

Luckily, I had a meeting 
already set up with the other 
columnists a few days before 
the conference. After meet-
ing and discussing some of 
what I may need from them 
to help me successfully at-
tend, I settled down a bit. 
It’s not that I doubted them. 
They are incredibly kind and 
made it clear that they would 
be more than willing to help 
me. I doubted my ability to 
express my needs to them. 
My biggest fear is that my 
needs will take away from 
someone else’s experience. 

The day before the con-
ference, I was very close to 
telling them I wasn’t going 
to make it after all. I picked 
up the phone and called my 
mom. As always, she set me 
straight. “She said, talk to 

them and tell them exactly 
what you need. I know they 
will be more than happy to 
help, but you have to first 
tell them how they can help 
you.” Sounds so simple, 
but it is so incredibly hard 
for me. After 50 years you 
would think it would be eas-
ier. It’s not.

I often feel silly at all 
the fretting I do before an 
unknown situation. More 
times than not, it turns out to 
be just fine. When I tell you 
these ladies knocked it out of 
the park as far as stepping up 
for me, I mean that whole-
heartedly.

Even Jan, whose plate 
was full, as she was a pre-
senter at the conference (by 
far my favorite, just amaz-
ing stuff), made it a point 

to check on me a few times 
during those two days.

As for Amy and Sharon, 
well they were my right-
hand ladies. They are “in-
stinctually blessed” as I call 
it. They didn’t skip a beat as 
we unloaded my wheelchair 
and laughed as we fumbled 
to get the wheels on. They 
offered to push when they 
knew it was hard for me, and 
also gave me space to be in-
dependent. That’s usually a 
dance learned much later in 
my relationship with people, 
but it was instantly there. I 
am beyond grateful for their 
help last weekend. 

As for my first writers 
conference, it was incredi-
ble. I learned so much, met 
a few new people, and just 
enjoyed being there taking it 

all in. The venue itself was 
very accessible. My only 
complaint would be no ac-
cessible buttons to get into 
and out of the restroom. A 
sure way to solve this com-
mon problem would be to 
have the people designing 
these buildings to have to 
use the restroom from a 
wheelchair just one time. I 
guarantee there would be 
accessible buttons on every 
restroom door. 

Until next time …
Amy Shinneman is a for-

mer National Ambassador 
for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, disability blog-
ger, wife, and mom of two 
boys. You can find her blog 
at humblycourageous.com 
and reach her on Instagram 
@ashinneman. 
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“I believe that every 
child should have the op-
portunity to receive a ro-
bust education that will 
set them on the trajectory 
to be a successful lifelong 
learner and hopefully be in 
my classroom one day in 
Graduate School,” Wilburn 
said. “However, I do share 
some great concerns that 
the latest diploma proposal 
focused on ‘Reimagining 
High School’ will leave our 
students without the tools to 
adapt to the ever-changing 
economy. The members of 
the State Board of Educa-
tion have expressed that the 
driver behind the proposal is 
to allow more students to en-
ter the workforce. Yet in the 
same breath, the same board 
has noted that only just over 
half of Indiana High School 
students go on to higher 
education. So my opinion 
is that education should be 
about expanding opportu-
nities for our students and 
making them well-rounded 
citizens, not about catering 

to one certain industry to fill 
a one-time need.”

Others shared Wilburn’s 
concerns and questioned 
whether their children 
would be prepared for their 
futures. Their questions in-
cluded:

• How are colleges in-
volved in the conversation?

• How will this impact 
rural and underprivileged 
communities?

• What data are they bas-
ing these changes on?

• Will the current diplo-
mas be offered alongside the 
GPS and the GPS Plus? 

• How will a child pre-
pare for college if they 
change their mind about 
what courses they want to 
take or what they want to do 
in the future?

• How will not taking 
the SATs impact college de-
cisions?

• Who verifies the work-
force competencies?

• How will this affect 
kids in sports, IV classes, 
ACP classes, or AP classes?

Wilburn, Donsbach, and 
Hand presented the infor-
mation they had and were 
open about when they did 
not know the answer.

Donsbach noted that all 
the classes offered previous-
ly will still be available. Stu-
dents will be able to take the 
electives and subjects that 
interest them or align with 
their intended career path.

“None of these require-
ments prohibit students 
from taking these addition-
al courses,” Donsbach said. 
“None of these courses are 
going to go away just be-
cause they're not required. 
We as a school district do 
that based on demand, so 
there are still going to be 
kids who are in college, 
who are college-bound, 
and who are on a college 
track. They know that that's 
what they want to do, and 
they will continue to take 
these courses that will con-
tinue to be available. But 
there might be someone 
who maybe wants to go 

into cosmetology or into 
welding, who might not 
necessarily need to take a 
whole lot of extra biolo-
gy classes or earth science 
classes because they want 
to be able to take those 
welding classes earlier and 
then actually go out and 
get on the job experience, 
which will help them get a 
job quicker.”

Donsbach also said stu-
dents will have more flex-
ible schedules, enabling 
them to take more relevant 
classes. Before, they may 
not have had the opportunity 
to take those classes because 
of the current graduation re-
quirements.

On July 30, Wilburn 
attended an Indiana De-
partment of Education and 

State Board of Education 
(SBOE) public hearing on 
the draft diploma proposal, 
which you can read about 
above. She is still commu-
nicating with the board and 
encourages people to reach 
out to SBOE at SBOe_
Comment@sboe.in.gov or 
to her office at h32@iga.
in.gov with their questions 
and concerns.

Reporter photo by Anna Mitchell
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State Rep. Victoria Garcia Wilburn testifies 
about proposed changes to high school diplomas
Submitted

On July 30, the State 
Board of Education (SBOE) 
and Indiana Department of 
Education (IDOE) held a 
public meeting regarding 
the proposed GPS and GPS 
Plus high school diplomas. 
Educators, concerned par-
ents, and legislators gath-
ered to voice their concerns 
about the new diploma re-
quirements.

State Representative 
Victoria Garcia Wilburn 
(D-Fishers) provided the 
following statement regard-
ing her testimony:

“I consider myself 
lucky to represent a district 
with some of the most in-
volved parents in the state. 
I've held two listening ses-
sions in my district so that 
residents could get their 
questions answered and ex-
press their concerns. I have 
been blown away by the 
level of engagement I've 
received, from parents of 
middle schoolers to retir-
ees who want to ensure that 
their grandkids' education 
is what they deserve.

“Today, I summarized 

the sentiments of my con-
stituents who took the time 
to share their thoughts with 
me for the State Board of 
Education and Indiana De-
partment of Education.

“First, people are over-
whelmingly concerned that 
this proposal lacks balance. 
As the daughter of a union 
cement mason and cosme-
tologist, I understand and 
appreciate how essential 
the trades are to our state. 
However, it's important 
that all of our graduates, no 
matter whether they want 
to enter the workforce right 
after high school or pursue 
additional education, have 
a solid foundation that pre-
pares them to be informed 
citizens in the world. As a 
result, most of my district 
believes that eliminating 
requirements for world 
history, foreign language, 
geography, advanced math, 
and health will not serve 
students or our state well.

“Additionally, District 
32 shares the concerns of 
Purdue University's presi-
dent about eliminating the 
academic honors diploma. 

Dr. Chiang confirmed that 
neither diploma's base re-
quirements meet admis-
sions standards for Purdue, 
and even shared data that 
the completion of an aca-
demic honors diploma in 
high school sets Hoosier 
students up for better out-
comes once they are on 
campus at Purdue. On be-
half of House District 32, 
I urged IDOE and SBOE 
to reinstate the academic 
honors diploma in this plan. 
I also pointed out that nei-
ther House Enrolled Act 
1002 (2023) nor House 
Enrolled Act 1243 (2024) 
called for a complete re-
working of Indiana's high 
school diploma system – 
they just called upon state 
education officials to add a 
workforce-training-based 
diploma.

“Apart from these con-
cerns, my constituents have 
questions about how these 
workforce and extracurric-
ular requirements will limit 
students from fully par-
ticipating in their beloved 
athletics and clubs. I share 
these concerns, along with 

questions about how our 
businesses will find the time 
and resources to manage 
and create a safe workplace 
for minors who are partic-
ipating in the internship or 
apprenticeship part of the 
diploma at a time when our 
workforce shortage is glar-
ing in every sector.

“Finally, I asked IDOE 
and SBOE to share more of 
the peer-reviewed research 
that led them to make the 
large changes in this plan, 
such as the elimination of 

classic high school stand-
bys like world history and 
health class. Right now, 
the proposal only has links 
to other websites, which 
as a researcher, I view as 
insufficient rationale for 
these changes. My office 
reached out to IDOE twice 
to request this research and 
received no response. Their 
lack of response is indeed a 
response.

“My parents instilled 
in me a commitment to as-
suming best intent. I believe 

that this proposal was craft-
ed by IDOE with the best 
intent in mind, and I believe 
that they will take today's 
feedback from the public to 
heart in making revisions to 
the plan.

“Thank you to the con-
stituents who have tak-
en the time to share their 
thoughts and feedback with 
me as well as the IDOE and 
SBOE. Your input is invalu-
able and I am so thankful to 
you for your thoughtfulness 
and concern for our kids.”

Photo provided

Stony Creek Church of Christ
“First Century Christianity in the Twenty First Century”

15530 Herriman Blvd., Noblesville
(317) 219-5852

Sunday Bible Study 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 pm 

On August 16, 2024, the Stony Creek Church of Christ 
will begin a new chapter of their work in Noblesville. On 
that Sunday, we will welcome Curtis Cooper as our new 
minister. He is a talented young family man and will do 
an outstanding work in our community. Our congregation 
and our community will be blessed by him. We invite 
you to come meet Curtis and be blessed by his writing, 
teaching and preaching. 

You are encouraged and invited to join us for any of our  
Bible studies, worship or a private study.  

Welcome to Our New Minister

mailto:SBOE_Comment%40sboe.in.gov?subject=
mailto:SBOE_Comment%40sboe.in.gov?subject=
mailto:H32%40iga.in.gov?subject=
mailto:H32%40iga.in.gov?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/stonycreekcoc/
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Cool Creek Park

Adults - $5 | 12 & Under - Free
Select Fridays at 7pm | Gates open at 6pm
Tickets at MyHamiltonCountyParks.com

derpolkatz.com
Der Polkatz

August 2

Title sponsored by

Thanks to these supporting sponsors

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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Don't just ride the rails . . . Bike them!

NickelPlateExpress.com/railbike-rides

Forest Park 
Rail Adventure

An 8-mile round trip  
rail bike ride starting at  

Hobbs Station in Forest Park.
White River 

Family Cruise
Enjoy this short, scenic  

rail bike ride from  
Hobbs Station in Forest Park. 

Summer may not be over, but it is 
for these Noblesville school kids

Photos provided by Noblesville Schools

tHE BESt 
LocaL NEWS & SPoRtS coVERaGE 
IN HaMILtoN coUNtY

https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides/
https://facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter


6 News

Get to know your 
local nonprofits

The REPORTER
The Westfield Chamber 

invites business leaders, 
community members, and 
guests to attend the August 
Luncheon on Thursday, 
Aug. 15 at The Bridgewater 
Club.

Attendees will come to-
gether and learn more about 
five local non-profits, how 
they impact the community, 
and what you can do to get 

involved.
Please plan to attend 

what is sure to be an inspi-
rational afternoon learning 
about the dynamic organi-
zations that serve Westfield 
and Hamilton County.

Discounted Partner Tick-
ets and Non-Partner Tickets 
are available. Corporate Re-
served Tables (seating for 
8) are also available. Click 
here to reserve your spot.

Home Health Care Aide
9 am to 5 pm 3 to 4 days per week  

317-919-6921

Help Wanted

CLICK TO LISTEN

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
1/2 Price Bottles of Wine 

On Wednesdays
Reservations Recommended 

Bien Mexicana
150 S Peru St, Cicero

Brews on the Boulevard
traffic & parking information
The REPORTER

Heading to Brews on 
the Boulevard this weekend 
in Carmel? Here's what you 
need to know about event 
traffic and parking.

The third annual Brews 
on the Boulevard will take 
place from 5 to 9 p.m. on 
Saturday, Aug. 3 in Mid-
town Plaza and along the 
Monon Boulevard.

There will be “No Park-
ing” signs posted in desig-
nated areas and the parking 
restrictions will go into 
effect on Saturday from 8 
a.m. to midnight. The street 
closures are as follows:

• Northbound Monon 
Boulevard from Walnut 
Street to the alleyway be-

hind Sun King
• Southbound Monon 

Boulevard from 1st Street 
SW to Walnut Street

• Walnut Street from 
Monon Boulevard to Veter-
ans Way

• Elm Street from 3rd 
Avenue to Veterans Way

• 3rd Avenue remains 
closed for construction 
from City Center Drive to 
2nd Street SW

The city has free public 
parking at the following lo-
cations listed below and in-
dicated on the map:

• Sophia Square Parking 
Garage (A)

• Range Line Road and 
1st Street NW (B)

• 3rd Avenue SW and 

1st Street Parking Garage 
(C)

• Indiana Design Center 
Parking Garage and Lot (D)

• Midtown North Park-
ing Garage (E)

• Midtown South Park-
ing Garage (F)

There will be no park-
ing permitted in the event 
area along northbound and 
southbound Monon Boule-
vard and Elm and Walnut 
streets. Please be respectful 
of parking in residential ar-
eas. You can take detours to 
navigate your way to free 
and open parking.

Please also be advised 
of the construction along 
3rd Avenue from Autumn 
Drive to Industrial Drive. 

Railyard residents can enter 
and exit their building park-
ing garage onto Elm Street 
and can travel north onto 
3rd Avenue.

Need tickets? You can 
pre-order VIP tickets on-
line until 5 p.m. on Friday, 
Aug. 2 at OnTapTickets. 
General admission tickets 
will be available for pur-
chase at the event with a 
credit card only. For more 
event information, please 
visit CarmelBrewsand-
Barrels.com.

Visitors are urged to 
plan ahead and consider 
using rideshare services or 
designated drivers for safe 
and convenient transporta-
tion to and from the event.

Graphic provided by City of Carmel

OneZone invites Indiana Secretary of Commerce 
David Rosenberg to speak at next Eggs & Issues

The REPORTER
OneZone Chamber’s 

Eggs & Issues, a monthly 
morning program dedicated 
to exploring crucial advo-
cacy topics that shape the 
community.

The Friday, Aug. 9 edi-
tion promises to be an infor-
mative and engaging session 
featuring Indiana Secretary 
of Commerce David Rosen-
berg. The event will be from 
8 am to 9:30 a.m. at The 
Bridgewater Club.

Rosenberg has served as 
Secretary of Commerce and 
a member of Governor Eric 
J. Holcomb’s cabinet since 

his appointment in August 
2023. In his role, Rosenberg 
leads the Indiana Economic 
Development Corporation 
(IEDC), guiding the strate-
gy and growth of the state’s 
economy and its related eco-
nomic development efforts. 
He joined the IEDC in Au-
gust 2021. Prior to becom-
ing secretary of commerce, 
he served as the IEDC’s 
chief operating officer and 
chief of staff.

This event is open to 
members and nonmembers. 
The member price is $30 
and $40 for nonmembers.

Thank you to presenting 

sponsor, Church 
Church Hittle + 
Antrim, and to 
supporting spon-
sors Hamilton 
County Farm Bu-
reau, Duke En-
ergy, American 
Bank of Freedom, 
and American 
Sound. Their ded-
ication to community en-
gagement and commitment 

to fostering mean-
ingful dialogue 
make them inte-
gral contributors 
to the continued 
success of Eggs & 
Issues.

For more in-
formation about 
Eggs & Issues, 
please visit one-

zonechamber.com or call 
(317) 436-4653.

rosenberg

Shop local products at the Indiana
Grown Marketplace during State Fair
The REPORTER

The Indiana Grown 
Marketplace will offer fair-
goers the opportunity to 
shop from 407 products rep-
resenting over 90 Hoosier 
businesses in one location at 
the Indiana State Fair.

The multi-week event 
allows plenty of opportuni-
ty to discover and shop lo-
cal products at the Indiana 
Grown Marketplace, locat-
ed within The Mercantile 
building at the Indiana State 
Fairgrounds.

“Getting a taste of In-
diana has never been easi-
er,” said Lt. Gov. Suzanne 
Crouch, who also serves as 
Indiana’s Secretary of Agri-
culture and Rural Develop-
ment. “If you are looking for 
quality products created by 
people who care about their 

craft, look no further than 
the Indiana Grown Market-
place.”

Shoppers will be im-
mersed in a storefront solely 
featuring products grown, 
processed, packaged or 
produced in Indiana with 
product samples available 
to taste each Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday starting at 
11 a.m.

“The state fair always 
brings the best Hoosiers 
have to the table; the same 
can be said for the Indiana 
Grown Marketplace given 
that all products were cul-
tivated with Hoosier care,” 
said Don Lamb, director of 
the Indiana State Depart-
ment of Agriculture. “I hope 
you join us at the Indiana 
Grown Marketplace to ex-
perience the excellence of 

Indiana Grown producers 
for yourself.”

Shoppers will find a va-
riety of products like sauc-
es, cookies, fudge, teas and 
popcorn. Also available are 
body care items like hand-
crafted soap, natural bath 
bombs, laundry detergents, 
lotions, and more.

The Indiana State Fair 
runs from Friday, Aug. 2 
through Sunday, Aug. 18 
(closed Mondays). The 
Mercantile building, for-
merly known as the Agricul-
ture/Horticulture building, 
is open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
The Mercantile is located 
to the right of the Midway 
on the west side of the fair-
grounds.

Learn more about 
Indiana Grown at indi-
anagrown.org.

Read it here.
Read it first.
the Reporter

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://business.westfieldchamberindy.com/ap/Events/Register/8EF0XGoIOCRC7
https://business.westfieldchamberindy.com/ap/Events/Register/8EF0XGoIOCRC7
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://www.bienmexicana.com/
https://event.ontaptickets.com/events/brews-on-the-boulevard-8-3-2024/tickets
http://carmelbrewsandbarrels.com/
http://carmelbrewsandbarrels.com/
https://www.onezonechamber.com/
https://www.onezonechamber.com/
https://indianagrown.org/
https://indianagrown.org/
https://readthereporter.com/
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Letter to the Editor

Shaffer applauds Ascension 
St. Vincent Heart Center

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include 
your phone number and city of residence. The 

Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
A round of applause, please, for Ascension St. Vin-

cent Heart Center in Carmel.
Ranked No. 2 in the nation by Money Magazine’s 

survey of the best heart centers, St. Vincent is joined by 
only one other Indiana center among the top 75 – No. 
66 Parkview Health in Fort Wayne.

We too often overlook the world-class health care 
and medical resources in our community.

Money Magazine considered hundreds of variables 
measuring track records of delivering high-quality care 
and staffed by the best cardiologists, cardiac surgeons 
and other heart specialists.

Good for Ascension St. Vincent.
Bill Shaffer
Carmel

Noblesville First UMC’s 
GriefShare starts Aug. 15
The REPORTER

Have you lost a loved 
one or know someone that 
will find it difficult to face 
each new day?

Noblesville First Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 2051 
Monument St., announces 
its next GriefShare program, 
which is open to everyone in 
the community.

The fall sessions will 
meet from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
on Thursdays beginning 
Aug. 15. Participants are in-
vited to join anytime during 
the 13 weeks of meetings. 
A one-time registration fee 

of $20 is appreciated, but 
scholarships are available.

GriefShare is a 13-
week non-denominational 
Christ-centered program 
focusing on grief topics 
associated with the death 
of a loved one. The DVD 
seminar features nationally 
respected grief experts and 
real-life stories of people, 
followed by a small group 
discussion about what was 
seen on the DVD. Dai-
ly work in the GriefShare 
workbook also helps one 
look thoughtfully at their 
grief experience and helps 

in the healing process.
GriefShare is led by car-

ing people who have expe-
rienced grief and have suc-
cessfully rebuilt their lives. 
They understand how you 
feel because they’ve been 
in the same place. They will 
walk with you through grief 

toward healing and hope for 
the future.

To learn more about 
GriefShare, visit nobles-
villefirst.com, email 
Coleen Albright at coleen.
albright58@gmail.com, 
or call the church office at 
(317) 773-2500.

RFK Jr. officially on November ballot
By MICHAELA SPRINGER
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Independent presidential 
candidate Robert F. Kenne-
dy Jr. has officially landed a 
spot on Indiana’s November 
presidential ballot.

After submitting his 
ballot access signatures to 
county election officials 
on July 1 and with the In-
diana Election Division on 
July 15, his campaign an-
nounced Monday he’d been 
added to ballots in Indiana, 
Alaska, and Nebraska. 

His name offi-
cially appeared on 
the Indiana Sec-
retary of State’s 
candidate list on 
July 24. 

Kennedy – 
and his running 
mate Nicole Sha-
nahan, a Califor-
nia philanthro-
pist – are the ticket for 13 
states: Alaska, California, 
Delaware, Hawaii, Indi-
ana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, 
North Carolina, Oklahoma, 

South Carolina, 
and Utah. 

His campaign 
also says it’s sub-
mitted signatures 
in 19 other states 
and has collected 
enough signatures 
for ballot access 
in two states. 

In total, the 
34 states have 348 elector-
al votes. Kennedy would 
only need 270 to be elected 
president. 

Indiana Capital Chroni-
cle previously reported that 

Kennedy ranked 9 percent in 
a polling average, according 
to survey data by FiveThir-
tyEight. This score placed 
him far behind former Pres-
ident Trump at 43.5 percent 
and President Biden’s 40 
percent. The poll did not in-
clude data on Vice President 
Kamala Harris and her bid 
for the presidency.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/news/election/
rfk-jr-officially-on-indi-
anas-november-presiden-
tial-ballot.

Kennedy

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

Hamilton County 
Reporter

             More News More Sports
. . . and more readers!

Thank you, Hamilton County!

https://spartz.house.gov/
http://www.noblesvillefirst.com/
http://www.noblesvillefirst.com/
mailto:coleen.albright58%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:coleen.albright58%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.wishtv.com/news/election/rfk-jr-officially-on-indianas-november-presidential-ballot
https://www.wishtv.com/news/election/rfk-jr-officially-on-indianas-november-presidential-ballot
https://www.wishtv.com/news/election/rfk-jr-officially-on-indianas-november-presidential-ballot
https://www.wishtv.com/news/election/rfk-jr-officially-on-indianas-november-presidential-ballot
https://www.wishtv.com/news/election/rfk-jr-officially-on-indianas-november-presidential-ballot
http://paulpoteet.com
https://facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter
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Three great bands, one great venue
Bill Miller has become our unofficial concert photographer this year, but this time it was entirely a labor of love. We have never met a bigger

Styx fan than this guy. He sailed away to Ruoff Music Center (it’s still Deer Creek to Bill and to us, but we do appreciate the Ruoff investment in 
Hamilton County) and he was just gone, gone, gone. It was nothing but radio silence for several hours while he enjoyed the music of Styx,

Foreigner, and John Waite last Friday night. We thought it was urgent to get these photos on the news budget. We hope all that good music did 
not play head games with him. We’d hate for him to have driven home with double vision. He’s back on his feet again and ready for the next show. 

Don’t worry, venue formerly known as Deer Creek, Bill ain’t missing you at all … because he will be back soon! (Photos provided by Bill Miller)
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 • Family Law 
• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 

• Guardianship 
• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

Meeting Notices
TriCo Regional Sewer Utility 

will hold its monthly Joint Board 
of Trustees and Capital and Con-
struction Committee meeting at 
4:30 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 5, 
2024, at 7236 Mayflower Park 
Drive, Zionsville.

The Hamilton County Council 
will meet in an executive session 
at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 7, 
2024, in Conference Room 1A at 
the Hamilton County Government 
& Judicial Center, 1 Hamilton 
County Square, Noblesville.

A joint meeting of the Com-
missioners and County Council 
will follow at 5:30 p.m. in the 
same location.

Finally, a regular meeting will 
take place at 7 p.m. in the Com-
missioners Courtroom.

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) 
The Hamilton County Personnel 
Committee will meet at 10:30 a.m. 
on Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Con-
ference Room 1A of the Hamilton 
County Judicial Center, 1 Hamil-
ton County Square, Noblesville.

The Jackson Township Merit 
Commission will meet to consider 
and approve job applicants at 4:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, at 
the Trustee’s Office, 506 W. Main 
St., Arcadia.

Send Meeting
Notices to:  

News@ReadTheReporter.com

The REPORTER
Indiana State Comptrol-

ler Elise Nieshalla and Trea-
surer Daniel Elliott offer 
their praise for the 
speedy action tak-
en by the Indiana 
Public Retirement 
System (INPRS) 
to divest assets 
from China. 
Both Comptrol-
ler Nieshalla and 
Treasurer Elliot 
are INPRS board 
members.

In 2023, In-
diana became the 
first state to enact 
a law, Senate En-
rolled Act 268, re-
quiring the public 
pension system to 
divest within five 
years from “any 
investment that is 
domiciled, issued, 
incorporated or listed in the 
People’s Republic of China 
or the Chinese Communist 
Party.” The law passed both 
chambers with unanimous, 
bipartisan support. As of 
July 1, 2024, just one year 
later, the pension plan has 
divested 100 percent of the 
$1.2 billion investments in 

Chinese entities.
“China is one of the 

foremost threats against our 
country’s national security, 

and INPRS has 
nobly exceeding 
the parameters set 
forth in the law 
by divesting Hoo-
sier’s pension dol-
lars from China 
ASAP,” Nieshalla 
said.

“By divest-
ing from China 
and focusing on 
investments in 
countries that val-
ue the principles 
of democracy, 
capitalism and 
freedom, we are 
safeguarding the 
best financial in-
terest of Hoosiers 
and our nation,” 
Elliott said.

Both Comptroller Nie-
shalla and Treasurer Elliott 
commend State Senators 
Chris Garten, Aaron Free-
man, and Travis Holdman 
who authored SEA 268, and 
the Indiana General Assem-
bly for passing this neces-
sary common-sense legisla-
tion.

Nieshalla & Elliott
applaud public pension 

plan’s fast action to
divest assets from China

Nieshalla

elliott

Circle of Ivy wants to light up your life

The REPORTER
Indiana Attorney Gen-

eral Todd Rokita is inviting 
Hoosiers attending the In-
diana State Fair 
to meet the team, 
learn about the 
office, and reunite 
with your un-
claimed property.

The Indiana 
State Fair runs 
Friday, Aug. 2 
to Sunday, Aug. 
18 and is closed 
on Mondays. AG 
Rokita’s booth is located in 
the Mercantile Building and 
will be staffed from 9 a.m. to 
8 p.m. each day.

“The Indiana State Fair 
is a cherished tradition for 
Hoosiers of all ages,” AG 
Rokita said. “It is also a 
great opportunity to interact 
with our team, learn about 
the Attorney General’s Of-
fice and the services our of-
fice provides – including re-
uniting Hoosiers with their 
unclaimed property.”

Representatives from 

the office will be available 
to assist Hoosiers with un-
claimed property and pro-
vide information to help 

consumers pro-
tect themselves 
and their family 
from ID theft 
and other clever 
scams. Copies of 
Attorney General 
publications like 
the Parents’ Bill 
of Rights, Gun 
Owners Bill of 
Rights, and Indi-

ana Constitution will also 
be available.

Attorney General Roki-
ta’s office has returned over 
$45,000,000 so far this year 
and much more is ready 
to be claimed.  With more 
than $1 million returned to 
Hoosiers every week, don’t 
miss out on your chance to 
be next.

Grab a funnel cake, take 
a stroll down the Midway, 
and search for what you 
may be missing at Indi-
anaUnclaimed.gov.

rokita

The REPORTER
Feinstein’s Cabaret at 

Hotel Carmichael in Car-
mel offers not only one of 
the best venues for musical 
performances, but also hon-
ors the talent of current and 
past musical greats. Join the 
folks at Feinstein’s for three 
of these tribute concerts 
in August – Barracuda: 
America’s Heart Tribute, 
Bubbles Up: Let’s Cele-
brate Jimmy Buffett, and 
Simply the Best: A Celebra-
tion of Tina Turner. 

On Friday, Aug. 16, Fein-
stein’s presents Barracuda: 
America’s Heart Tribute 
takes the Feinstein’s stage to 
salute the Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame inductees Heart. 

Hailing from Nashville, 
Tenn., each extremely tal-
ented member of this tribute 
band is world traveled with 
an impressive resume. The 
band is known nationwide 
for its monster vocals, stellar 
musicianship and dazzling 

live performances. 
Taking audiences on a 

musical journey back in time, 
Barracuda: America’s Heart 
Tribute faithfully recreates 
Heart's radio and chart-top-
ping hits that are loved by 
fans worldwide. With their 
highly stylized concert pre-
sentation of Heart's greatest 
hits, no audience member 
will be disappointed.

* * *
Bubbles Up: Let’s Cele-

brate Jimmy Buffett is com-
ing up on Aug. 17. During 
his life, Paradise existed 
wherever Jimmy Buffett 
happened to be. Many of his 
lyrics were about living life, 
being happy, respecting each 
other, respecting nature, and 
much more. The tropical 
troubadour who left us last 
year earns a place being cele-
brated at Feinstein’s at Hotel 
Carmichael. 

Join the tribute “do-
cu-cabaret” team of Don 
Farrell and the Terry Woods 

Jazz Quartet as they conjure 
a world of sun, salt water, and 
nonstop parties while paying 
tribute to the singer, song-
writer, author, sailor, and 
entrepreneur whose roguish 
brand of island escapism on 
hits like “Margaritaville” 
and “Cheeseburger in Para-
dise” made him something 
of a latter-day folk hero.

Farrell’s team frequently 
appears on the Feinstein’s 
stage with their tribute pre-
sentations. Some include All 
the Way: A Frank Sinatra 
Tribute, Because of You: A 
Tribute to Tony Bennett, and 
Sweet Caroline: The Life 
and Music of Neil Diamond. 
You’ll love Bubbles Up as 
Farrell and Feinstein’s help 
you celebrate the King of 
Cool.

* * *
On Thursday, Aug. 22 

is Simply the Best: A Cele-
bration of Tina Turner. Join 
Feinstein’s for a celebration 
of Tina Turner’s iconic musi-

cal legacy, her singular voice 
and iconic hits.

All hail the “Queen of 
Rock ‘n’ Roll.” Tina Turn-
er’s singular voice and de-
cades spanning career gave 
us songs that became part of 
the soundtrack of our lives. 
This celebration of Turner’s 
iconic musical legacy fea-
tures hits like “Proud Mary,” 
“What’s Love Got to Do 
with It,” “Disco Inferno,” 
“Private Dancer,” and “Sim-
ply the Best.”

The team of Don Farrell 
and the Terry Woods Jazz 
Quartet return, launching 
their next tribute show fea-
turing Indy vocal sensation 
Tiffany Gilliam singing the 
songs of the woman who in-
spired millions. 

* * *
All shows begin at 7:30 

p.m.; doors open at 5:30 
p.m. Enjoy a fantastic din-
ner and beverages before the 
show. Click here to get your 
tickets.

Exciting tributes at Feinstein’s 
in Carmel this month: Heart, 
Jimmy Buffett & Tina Turner

The REPORTER
Ivy Tech Community 

College Hamilton County 
invites you to the Circle of 
Ivy Candle Making Event 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 29 at Un-
plug Soy Candles, 12550 
Promise Creek Lane #108, 
Fishers.

Participants will enjoy 
a fun evening of candle 
making, guided by expert 
instructors, with opportuni-
ties for networking. Light 
refreshments will be provid-
ed, and attendees can take 
home their handmade can-
dles. Please note that can-
dles will need to be picked 
up the next day.

The Circle of Ivy is a 
women's giving society 

within the Ivy Tech Foun-
dation, dedicated to support-
ing Ivy Tech Community 
College students by raising 
funds for projects that help 
remove barriers to their suc-

cess. Learn more at giving.
ivytech.edu/circle-of-ivy.

“We're excited to bring 
the community together 
for this unique experience 
that supports our students,” 

said Kelly Wallace, Exec-
utive Director of Develop-
ment at Ivy Tech Hamilton 
County.

Click here to register. 
For more details, click here.

AG Rokita invites 
Hoosiers to visit

Indiana Unclaimed 
booth at State Fair

Photo provided
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Noblesville Creates announces
featured artists for August

The REPORTER
Noblesville Creates will 

welcome Lisa Macha’s A 
Few of My Favorite Things 
exhibit, Gal’s 
Guide Library’s 
Things We Found 
in Books exhibit, 
and HCAA’s All 
Our Best exhib-
it in Noblesville 
City Hall, among 
its other artists of 
the month in Au-
gust.

Details on A 
Few of My Favorite Things, 
Things We Found in Books, 
and All Our Best, as well as 
information on the August 
artist exhibit dates and re-
ceptions, are available be-
low.

Stephenson House
Lisa Macha

“Paint what you love, 
and love what you paint” 
is a guiding theme of Lisa 
Macha’s artistic journey. 
She describes herself as an 
emerging artist and is more 
interested in creating works 
that speak to specific emo-
tions, rather than in trying 
to accurately depict a place 
or object. She enjoys exper-
imenting with techniques 
and color combinations to 
change the mood of a paint-
ing and elicit different emo-
tional responses.

This theme will be on 
display in her upcoming 
show, A Few of My Favorite 
Things, which is an homage 
to her artistic journey and 
the people who have guid-
ed her way. Macha credits 
several well-known local 
artists/instructors (i.e., Pen-
ny Roberson, Deb Slack, 
Randall Harden, and Rita 
Spalding) with helping her 
learn a variety of techniques 
that she combines to create 
unique pieces. These cre-
ations will be on display 
during the show, where she 
hopes to engage the viewer 
through a bit of beauty, hu-
mor, and contemplation.

Before becoming an art-
ist, Macha spent nearly 30 
years as a litigator in Cal-
ifornia. In 2017, her fam-
ily relocated to Westfield 

where her husband contin-
ued his law practice and her 
two children finished high 
school.

After the chil-
dren left home, 
she had time to 
explore her inter-
est in oil painting 
and fell in love. 
She enjoys experi-
menting with new 
tools, media, and 
techniques, and is 
currently working 
on combining the 

use of brush, palette knife, 
glazing, and scumbling in 
her work.

Macha is currently a ju-
ried artist who shows her 
work regularly at Art on 
Main Gallery and Gifts in 
Carmel. Also, she recent-
ly had her work juried into 
the Steuben Arts Scene in 
Angola, Ind., and the Ignite 
Gallery in Fishers. She is a 
member of Noblesville Cre-
ates and recently won “Hon-
orable Mention” in the 2023 
“Prized” competition for her 
oil painting “Strut.” 

Macha says she sees her 
style as still evolving and 
looks forward to fine-tun-
ing her distinct artistic voice 
so that her work is easily 
recognizable. 

The full exhibit, A Few 
of My Favorite Things, can 
be seen in the Stephenson 
House from Aug. 2 to 31, 
Wednesday through Fri-
day from noon to 5 p.m., 
and Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Visitors can meet 
Macha at her First Friday 
open house reception from 
6 to 9 p.m. on Aug. 2 on the 
Noblesville Creates on 8th 
campus.

Judge Stone House
Gal’s Guide Library
Have you ever lost a 

receipt, a note to yourself, 
or another piece of mem-
orabilia? Chances are you 
might have forgotten them 
in a book. The Gal’s Guide 
Library is exhibiting all the 
quirky bits and bobs folks 
have left behind in their do-
nated books in its August 
exhibit, Things We Found in 
Books. 

The Gal’s Guide Library 
is the first Women’s History 
lending library in the United 
States. The organization’s 
mission is to provide an in-
dependent women’s history 
library to preserve, collect, 
share, and champion wom-
en’s achievements and les-
sons learned. Gal’s Guide 
strives to act as a catalyst 
to creators who utilize their 
resources to guide others to 
role models who have been 
waiting in the shadows of 
history for too long. 

Gal’s Guide was started 
in 2016 and opened a phys-
ical library space in March 
2020. The library currently 
runs a number of monthly 
programs and yearly events, 
ranging from Walking Club 
to an annual Galentine’s 
Brunch. This exhibit is the 
third the library has held 
on the Noblesville Creates 
campus.

Things We Found in 
Books can be seen from 
Aug. 2 to 31 in the Judge 
Stone House gallery. Visi-
tors can expect to explore 
plane tickets, handmade 
bookmarks, Post-it notes, 
dedications, and more. The 
Noblesville Creates on 8th 
campus is open Wednesday 
through Friday from noon to 
5 p.m. and Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Noblesville City Hall
Hamilton County 

Artists’ Association
Hamilton County Art-

ists’ Association’s exhibit, 
All Our Best, is moving 
from the Fishers Municipal 
Center to the Noblesville 
City Hall Gallery during 
the month of August. This 
exhibit features a wide vari-
ety of artwork from HCAA 
member artists, showcasing 

their best works over the 
years.

All Our Best is open for 
viewing Aug. 2 to 30. No-
blesville City Hall is open 
to the public from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

Four Day Ray
Mark Rouse

The full exhibit, The 
Thrill of Victory, can be seen 
through Sept. 27 at Four 
Day Ray Brewing, 11671 
Lantern Road, Fishers, 
Sunday and Monday from 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Tuesday 
through Thursday from 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m., and Friday 
and Saturday from 11 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. Visitors can meet 
Rouse at his free open house 
reception at Four Day Ray 
from 6 to 8 p.m. on Monday, 
Aug. 5.

Meyer Najem
Marianne Glick

See the full exhibit, Old, 
New, Borrowed, and Blue, 
through Sept. 27. This ex-
hibit is viewable at the Mey-
er Najem 2nd floor gallery, 
located at 11787 Lantern 
Road in Fishers, Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Visitors 
can meet Glick at her free 
public reception from 5 to 
8 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 23 at 
Meyer Najem.
About Noblesville Creates

Noblesville Creates 
champions the arts as an 
essential element of the eco-
nomic health and cultural 
vitality of Noblesville and 
central Indiana. As Nobles-
ville's local arts agency, NC 
catalyzes opportunities for 
the arts and local creatives 
of all skill levels to thrive 
and lead in central Indiana. 
NC is also the Region 7 Arts 
Partner for the Indiana Arts 
Commission, serving the six 
counties at the center of the 
state. NC cultivates classes, 
events, programs, and ser-
vices for art-lovers and art-
ists of all backgrounds and 
experience levels. Start your 
creative journey with NC: 
they’ll help you connect and 
flourish.

The REPORTER
The Art Fair on the 

Square at The Market, 
hosted by the Hamilton 
County Artists’ Association 
(HCAA) and Noblesville 
Creates, has a new location 
and start time due to the 
changing schedule of con-
struction in downtown No-
blesville.

This free event will now 
be held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 3 at Feder-

al Hill Commons during 
Noblesville Main Street's 
Farmers Market. Come see 
some of Indiana’s most tal-
ented fine artists, where they 
will display and sell their 
artwork. You can also enjoy 
live music, interactive ex-
hibits, and family fun.

The event is sponsored 
by Church, Church, Hittle, 
and Antrim.

Click here for more in-
formation.

HCAA’s Art Fair on
the Square moves to

Federal Hill Commons

The REPORTER
The Indiana Arts Com-

mission (IAC) has added 
several key staff members, 
with an additional staff mem-
ber stepping into a new role.

Lydia Campbell-Maher 
joined the IAC in February 
as the Communities Ser-
vices Manager. In this new-
ly created role, she works 
to support communities 
around the state through 
the Every County Fund-
ed, Creative Convergence, 
Poet Laureate, and Creative 
Community Pathways pro-
grams. She is also working 
to co-manage the IAC’s ac-
cessibility efforts. She was 
born and raised in Indianap-
olis. She earned her BMA in 
Music Business at DePauw 
University, MA in Ethno-
musicology from U.C.C. in 
Ireland, and is a PhD Can-
didate in Ethnomusicology 
at Indiana University. She 
has over 15 years of experi-
ence working in non-profits 
including service at ArtMix, 
Arts for Learning, Habitat 
for Humanity, and Tradi-
tional Arts Indiana. She has 
worked with the IAC in the 
past as a member of the Stra-
tegic Framework Advisory 
Committee and a member of 
the 2023 On-Ramp Cohort.

Austin Hendricks joined 
the IAC in April 2024 as 
the new Administrative 
Assistant. At the IAC, he 
is responsible for office 
management, including 
archiving, scheduling and 
managing public meetings, 
and overseeing travel. He 
was born and raised in Mar-
ion and grew up studying 
the performing arts at orga-
nizations around the state. 
He is a graduate of Indiana 
Wesleyan University where 
he received a BA in Writing 
and a BS in Theatre. Prior to 
joining the IAC, he served 
as a professional theater 
technician for several years. 
He is passionate about all 
forms of art (particularly 
theater and performance 
art), community engage-
ment, and arts education. 

Gwendolyn Pickett 
joined the IAC in May as 
the Communications Man-
ager. In her role, she sources 
and creates content designed 
to engage audiences and ar-
ticulate the IAC’s mission, 
programming, and impact 
through social media, artist 
and community newsletters, 
and other outreach efforts. 
An Indiana native, she at-
tended Indiana University 
Bloomington where she re-
ceived a BA in Journalism. 
She said she is thrilled to 
bring her passion for digital 
marketing and storytelling 
to her position at the IAC. 

In addition to the new 
team members, an IAC em-
ployee has stepped into a 
new role. 

Stephanie Pfendler was 
recently promoted to the Fi-
nancial Operations Manager 
position. She has been with 
the IAC since 2015, previ-
ously serving as the agency’s 
Executive Assistant. Prior to 
joining the IAC, she worked 
in antique restoration and 
conservation, assisting an-
tiquarians with maintaining 
and archiving their collec-
tions. She received her BA 
in Art History with a minor 
in Painting from the Herron 
School of Art and Design 
with graduate non-degree 
work in Museum Studies.

Indiana Arts Commission 
announces new team

members & staffing changes

Macha

https://tinyurl.com/4c6caahm
https://www.hcaa-in.org/art-fair-on-the-square


Today’s BiBLE REading
Then the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have made you 

like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron will be 
your prophet. You are to say everything I command 
you, and your brother Aaron is to tell Pharaoh to let 
the Israelites go out of his country. But I will harden 
Pharaoh’s heart, and though I multiply my signs and 
wonders in Egypt, he will not listen to you. Then I 
will lay my hand on Egypt and with mighty acts of 
judgment I will bring out my divisions, my people 
the Israelites. And the Egyptians will know that I am 
the Lord when I stretch out my hand against Egypt 
and bring the Israelites out of it.”

Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord commanded 
them. Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-
three when they spoke to Pharaoh.

Exodus 7:1-7 (NIV)
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The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 600 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to
send obituaries to obits@readThereporter.com.

hamilton 
County 

reporter
Contact Information

email
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Web Address
ReadTheReporter.com

Publisher Stu Clampitt
765-365-2316

Subscription Inquiries
Subscribe@ReadTheReporter.com

765-585-9519

Advertising & Public Notices
Ads@ReadTheReporter.com

765-365-2316

Sports editor richie hall
Sports@ReadTheReporter.com

Twitter: @Richie_Hall

Mailing Address
136 S. 9th St., Suite 12
Noblesville, IN  46060

SOLD!

This charming home on Pebble Brook Golf Course sits 
on just over half an acre at the end of a cul de sac. 4BR, 

2BA, 2 half BA, 3-car garage, finished basement.  
Listed at $629,900

Over 2,700 square feet of living space in this 4BR, 2.5BA 
home in the heart of Noblesville. New flooring, HVAC, 

roof, water heater. Home is move-in ready! 
Listed at $334,900

839 Pebble Brook Place
Noblesville 

PENDING!

18877 Prairie Crossing Drive
Noblesville 

NEW LISTING/
PENDING!

Lovely home on beautiful lot in Oakmont, 4 BR,  
2BA, 2 half baths, freshly painted,  

finished basement, updated kitchen.
Listed at $480,000

7158 Summer Oak Drive
Noblesville 

SOLD!

Care free living in popular Willow Lake. 2BR, 2.5 BA, 
huge great room with fireplace.  

Sunroom overlooks deck and pond.   
Listed at $354,900

6939 Trophy Lane
Noblesville 

POPULAR SOUTH  
HARBOUR!

Custom built brick ranch with finished basement,  
sits on a wooded, tree lined lot, with 3BR, 2BA. 

Updated kitchen.  
Listed at $343,900

102 Pin Oak Court
Noblesville 

The Deakyne Team REALTORS®
317.439.3258 Peggy | 317.695.6032  Jennifer | www.speaktodeak.com F.C. TUCKER 

COMPANY

REALTORS“Speak to Deak!”
Jennifer and Peggy

NEW LISTING!

Unique property situated on .45 acres with  
access to White River, featuring 3BR, 1.5BA,  

this gem has endless potential. 
Listed at $149,900

120 Nakomis Street
Noblesville 

daniel L. ireland
July 27, 1948 – July 29, 2024

Daniel L. Ireland, 76, Noblesville died on Monday, July 
29, 2024, at Wellbrooke of Carmel. 
Danny was born in Tipton on July 27, 
1948, to Clarence & Phyllis (Hobbs) 
Ireland who both preceded him in 
death. He is survived by his stepfather, 
Kenny Hine.

Danny graduated from Fishers High 
School in the Class of 1967 where he 
played football, basketball, golf, cross 
country, and ran track. He entered the 
U.S. Army and served in the 82nd Air-
borne in Vietnam from 1968 to 1970. 
Upon his return he worked at Chrysler 
Corporation in Kokomo for 32 years.

Danny was a member of VFW Post 
6246 and American Legion Post 45, both in Noblesville. 
He was an avid hunter, trapper, and fisherman, and he loved 
working in his yard and garden.

Survivors include two children, Meredith Barrows and 
husband Steve, Arcadia, and Matthew Ireland, Noblesville; 
seven grandchildren, Tyler (Elizabeth) Wiltermood, Mattie 
(Brenndan) Rodewald. Mason Barrows, Chase, Kylie, Jo-
nas, and Juliette. He is also survived by his great-grandchil-
dren, Eliana, Raelynn, Jonah, and Oliver who is due in Sep-
tember and several nieces and nephews including a special 
niece, Cheryl Grant.

Danny was preceded in death by one brother, Steve Ire-
land and the mother of his children, Janie K. Ireland.

Funeral services for Danny will be held at 1 p.m. on 
Friday, August 2 at Young-Nichols Funeral Home with Pas-
tor Andy Marshall presiding. Burial will follow in Fairview 
Cemetery with military honors presented by the U.S. Army 
and the Tipton American Legion Post. Visitation will be on 
Friday from 11 a.m. until the time of the service.

Condolences for Danny’s family may be left on his obit-
uary page at young-nichols.com.

Local dermatologist opens
state-of-the-art practice in Carmel
Submitted

Melanie Kingsley, M.D., 
a local board-certified and 
fellowship-trained derma-
tologist, has announced the 
opening of the permanent 
home of MK Dermatolo-
gy, now located at 12174 
N. Meridian St., Suite 210, 
Carmel.

MK Dermatology spe-
cializes in dermatologic and 
cosmetic treatments such as 
laser therapy for cosmetic 
and medical skin concerns, 
injectable treatments (in-
cluding filler, neurotoxin, 
platelet-rich plasma), skin 
resurfacing, skin tightening, 
as well as treatments for 
acne, rosacea and scarring. 
The practice also performs 
surgeries and treats derma-
tologic diseases and skin 
cancers through pioneering 
technology.

“We built this new office 

to be more of a destination 
for our patients, a place they 
look forward to visiting, 
receiving treatment and re-
laxing all while receiving 
the quality care and expert 
treatment they deserve,” Dr. 
Kingsley said. “We pride 
ourselves in treating any and 
all skin concerns through 
customized treatment plans 
for everything from mild 
cases of acne to skin can-
cer.”

Originally opened as a 
temporary office space in 
Noblesville with a team of 
four, MK Dermatology has 
grown with the addition 
of a Physician Assistant, a 
nurse, two medical aesthe-
ticians and a second patient 
registration specialist. The 
beautiful new office space 
features a warm and invit-
ing lobby, Dr. Kingsley’s 
own CAMU Anti-Aging 

and CAMU ClearSkin skin-
care products lining the 
walls, stunning artwork and 
thoughtful design, private 
relaxation rooms and more.

MK Dermatology is 
also the only Direct Care 
dermatology practice in In-
diana. With a patient-cen-
tric approach to healthcare, 
this model means insurance 
companies have zero influ-
ence as to how they treat pa-
tients. Patients are provided 
with the best possible treat-
ments and solutions, with-
out the fear of surprise bills, 
copays or the constraints of 
reimbursement concerns.

Dr. Kingsley complet-
ed her medical education 
and dermatology residency 
training at Indiana Univer-
sity School of Medicine, 
where she served as chief 
resident and was awarded 
the Francour Award for Out-

standing Dermatology Res-
ident. Following residency, 
Dr. Kingsley completed a 
prestigious laser, cosmetic 
and dermatologic surgery 
fellowship at SkinCare Phy-
sicians in Boston, with clini-
cal faculty from the Harvard 
and Yale Departments of 
Dermatology.

In addition to her prac-
tice, Dr. Kingsley is also an 
Assistant Professor of Der-
matology at Indiana Uni-
versity School of Medicine. 
She founded the Cosmetic 
Dermatology and Laser 
Center at IU Health Physi-
cians (IUHP) in 2010 and 
helped build a very success-
ful clinic through 2023.

For more information 
about Dr. Kingsley or to 
schedule an appointment 
with the MK Dermatology 
team, please call (317) 620-
0024 or visit mkderm.com.

The Great Greek Mediterranean Grill 
brings authentic cuisine to Carmel

Submitted
The Great Greek Med-

iterranean Grill invites 
guests to discover modern in-
terpretations of classic Med-
iterranean cuisine at its new 
Carmel restaurant. Now open 
at 1352 S. Range Line Road 
in the Range Line Crossing 
shopping center, the 2,547 
square-foot location of the 
award-winning brand is op-
erated by husband-and-wife 
franchise owners Omar and 
Sobia Usmani.

The Great Greek Med-
iterranean Grill offers a 
menu featuring Mediterra-
nean favorites served in an 
elevated fast-casual atmo-
sphere. Guests can enjoy a 
variety of classic dishes, like 
the Great Greek Gyro as well 
as lamb, steak and chicken 
Souvlaki Plates. Each entrée 
is perfectly complement-
ed by the restaurant’s fresh 
Greek salads and four sig-
nature house-made dips, in-
cluding Hummus, Tzatziki, 
Melitzanosalata (eggplant 
dip) and Tirokafteri (spicy 
roasted red pepper).

“We are excited to have 
the opportunity to serve this 
delicious food to our com-
munity, and we are confi-
dent that once they try it, 
our restaurant will become 
a local favorite,” said Omar 
Usmani, who acquired the 
franchise with his wife after 
a career in service opera-
tions. “There’s something on 
the menu for everyone, from 
kids to adults, including veg-
etarians, and we offer many 
healthy options packed with 
satisfying flavors.”

Fulfilling the brand’s 
mission to “Live Delicious-
ly,” everything is prepared 
in-house with high-quality 
ingredients that bring tradi-
tional flavors from recipes 
used for generations. The 
concept offers a wide vari-
ety of customizable options, 
including the Classic Greek 
Salad or Rice Bowl with a 
choice of gyro meat, salm-
on, and more. Guests can 
indulge in unique offerings 
like made-to-order, fresh 
Feta Fries and must-have 
desserts like Baklava Ice 

Cream and Rice Pudding.
Before their new ven-

ture, the Usmanis ran a lo-
cal Montessori school for 10 
years.

“When we started look-
ing for other business op-
portunities, The Great Greek 
Mediterranean Grill caught 
our eye,” Omar Usmani 
said. “We were sold as soon 
as we tried the food. One of 
my favorites is the Athenian 
Burger, a high-quality, juicy 
burger with amazing Greek 
flavors.”

The Great Greek Med-
iterranean Grill specializes 
in catering large parties, 
events, and meetings, and 
is perfect for family gath-
erings. It offers memorable, 
mouthwatering Mediter-

ranean spreads with bold 
flavors that leave a lasting 
impression. Choose from 
build-your-own Gyros and 
savory Souvlaki Skewers 
accompanied by buttery 
Rice Pilaf, crisp Greek Sal-
ad, authentic dips and delec-
table desserts like Baklava 
to impress guests at any 
event.

The Carmel restaurant 
seats 52 guests in the dining 
room and is open for dine-
in, pickup, catering and 
delivery Sunday through 
Thursday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and Friday through Satur-
day 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. De-
livery orders can be placed 
through DoorDash and Uber 
Eats. For more information, 
call (463) 273-1311.
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reporter Sports Thursday
Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

What’s your Real 
Estate Story? Born, 
raised and still living 
in Hamilton County, 
it is Dani’s goal to help 
you reach yours! Talk 
to Dani today for all 
your real estate needs. 
She knows this area 
and wants to help you 
with your story!

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

This wonderful home in the heart of Cicero. Large 
open main level has room for the whole family 

together. Enjoy the freshly updated kitchen with 
loads of beautiful granite counter space, freshly 
painted cabinets and a wonderful island. Step 
outside to your great three season sun porch. 

Your upper level features 4 bedrooms that all have 
huge walk in closets and laundry room is upstairs. 

Beautiful updates and tasteful design welcome 
you. Large foyer leads into an open kitchen and 
family room. Experience includes a built-in bar, 
cozy quiet room for hanging out watching the 
game or just to play some games, convenient  

full bathroom for guests is close by. 4 bedrooms 
all with large closets and updated bathrooms. 

New roof, new window treatments.

Cicero, IN 46034
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,504 Sq Ft. 

$364,900

Carmel, IN 46032
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,828 Sq Ft. 

$584,900

2060 Quarter Path Road 1919 Hamilton Lane

The REPORTER
Westfield’s Alec Cesare 

has picked up another big 
tournament victory.

Cesare won the Northern 
Amateur, which took place 
July 24 to 26 on the Marsh/
Creek course at Sand Creek 
Country Club in Chesterton. 
Cesare was dominant the 
entire week, going under par 
in all three rounds to finish 
with a 10 under 206 for the 
tournament.

The tone was set in the 
first round, when Cesare 
blitzed to a score 66, going 
six under par for the day. 
Cesare totaled six birdies, 
including five in a row from 
holes 13 through 17. In the 
second round, Cesare card-
ed a three under 69, pouring 
in five birdies during the 
round.

The third round was 
made interesting by the per-
formance of Andrew Tan 
from Austin, Texas. Tan was 
one under after the first two 
rounds, but put together an 
incredible final round, scor-
ing an eight under 64. Tan 
made eight birdies and 10 
pars to jump into contention 
for the trophy.

But Cesare was able to 
hold on with his third un-
der-par round of the tourna-
ment. He carded a one-un-
der 71, totaling four birdies. 
Cesare made three consec-
utive birdies on holes 8, 9 
and 10, and another birdie 
on the 15th hole turned out 
to be the clincher. He made 
15 birdies for the entire 
tournament.

Cesare has transferred 
to Indiana University after 
playing his freshman year 
of college at Ball State Uni-
versity, where he helped the 
Cardinals to a Mid-Ameri-
can Conference champion-
ship and an appearance in 
the NCAA tournament. Ce-
sare’s younger brother Jake 
Cesare, an incoming senior 
at Westfield, announced his 
commitment to IU in the 
spring.

Indiana men’s golf 
coach Mike Mayer said in 
a news release that “Alec 
is a fighter, a bulldog on the 

golf course who will never 
give up on himself or his 
teammates. He has the tal-
ent, athleticism, and ability 
to play at this level.” Cesare 
has three years of eligibility 
for the Hoosiers.

Harvey takes third
Another Westfield golfer 

made some waves at Marsh/
Creek. Will Harvey, an in-
coming senior for the Sham-
rocks, tied for third place 
with an eight under par 208. 

Harvey also got off to a 
strong start, carding a three 
under 69 for his first round. 
He drained six birdies, in-
cluding five in a row on 
holes 6 through 10. Harvey 
had an even better day in 
the second round, finishing 
with a five under 67. He to-
taled seven birdies in that 
round. In the third round, 
Harvey scored an even par 
72. He made another four 
birdies, giving him 17 for 

the tournament.
Leo Wessel, a recent 

Guerin Catholic graduate 
who is heading to the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati, tied 
for seventh with a five under 
par 211. Wessel also had a 
fantastic start to the tour-
nament, with a five under 
67 for his first round. That 
included an eagle on No. 6 
and four birdies.

Wessel scored 73 in the 
second round, making two 
birdies. He got back un-
der par in the third round, 
scoring a one under 71 and 
draining four birdies. Wes-
sel made 10 birdies for the 
tournament.

Westfield’s Andrew 
White tied for 34th with a 
score of 221. White was 73-
75-73 for the tournament, 
making five birdies overall: 
two in the first and third 
rounds and one in the sec-
ond round.

Photos provided
(ABOVE) Westfield’s Alec Cesare won the 
Northern Amateur tournament, which took 
place July 24 to 26 on the Marsh/Creek course 
at Sand Creek Country Club in Chesterton. 
Cesare scored under par in all three rounds to 
finish with a 10 under 206 for the tournament. 
(RIGHT) Alec Cesare shows off the trophy after 
his Northern Amateur victory.

Cesare brings Pax Westfield to the golf world
Shamrock player dominates at Northern Amateur tournament

The REPORTER
Carmel’s Alex Shac-

kell will get a chance to 
swim for a medal today.

The incoming Grey-
hounds senior made the 
finals of the Women’s 
200 butterfly event at the 
2024 Paris Olympics on 
Wednesday. Shackell will 
compete in the finals this 
afternoon today.

Shackell began 
Wednesday by finishing 
fifth in the preliminaries 
with a time of 2 minutes, 
7.49 seconds, placing her 
firmly among the top 16 
swimmers and sending 
her to the semifinals. In 
the evening semifinals, 
Shackell placed second 
in the second semifinal, 
clocking in at 2:06.46, 
only 0.37 seconds behind 
China’s Zhang Yufei, 

who had the third overall 
fastest time among the 

two semifinals. 
The butterfly finals 

take place at 2:30 p.m. 
this afternoon.

Julie Brown / File photo
Carmel’s Alex Shackell, shown here during the U.S. Olympic Trials, will swim 
in the finals of the Women’s 200 butterfly today at the 2024 Paris Olympics. 
Shackell finished fifth overall in both the preliminaries and semifinals to 
qualify for the finals.

File photo provided
Carmel’s Rajeev Ram, shown here at another 
tournament, advanced to the semifinals of the 
men’s doubles tennis tournament Wednesday at 
the 2024 Paris OIympics. Ram and partner Austin 
Krajicek beat Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz and Rafael 
Nadal to advance to today’s semifinals.

The REPORTER
Carmel’s Rajeev Ram 

is one step closer to playing 
for an Olympic medal.

Ram and partner Aus-
tin Krajicek advanced to 
the semifinals of the men’s 
doubles tennis tournament 
Wednesday at the 2024 Par-
is Olympics. The Americans 
beat the Spanish team of 
Carlos Alcaraz and Rafael 
Nadal 6-2, 6-4.

Alcaraz has already won 
four major singles titles, 
while Nadal holds a record 
14 singles championships at 
the French Open, which is 
played at Roland Garros, the 

tennis site of the Olympics. 
But the fourth-seeded Ram 
and Krajicek easily won the 
first set, then took care of 
business in the second set.

Ram and Krajicek will 
play the Czech Republic 
team of Tomas Machac and 
Adam Pavlasek in the semi-
finals today. The winner 
advances to the gold medal 
match, while a loss means 
the team will play for a 
bronze medal. Ram will be 
going for his second medal 
at the Olympics; he and Ve-
nus Williams won the silver 
medal at the 2016 Rio De 
Janeiro Olympics.

Shackell flies to medal race
Olympics

Ram now one step 
closer to bringing 

home a medal

Carmel swimmer makes it to 200 butterfly finals

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
https://iuhoosiers.com/news/2024/7/1/mens-golf-indiana-mens-golf-adds-alec-cesare
https://tinyurl.com/37f87e6f
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Indy to host upcoming Big 
Ten basketball tournaments
By MICHAELA SPRINGER 
& KYLA RUSSELL
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Indianapolis is add-
ing several major sporting 
events to its schedule for the 
next couple of years.

The Indiana Sports Corp 
announced Wednesday that 
The Big Ten Conference has 
picked Indianapolis to be its 
host for four upcoming Big 
Ten Women’s and Men’s 
Basketball Tournaments.

The 2025 TIAA Big Ten 
Women’s Basketball Tour-
nament is set for March 5 – 
9, followed shortly after by 
the 2025 TIAA Men’s Bas-
ketball Tournament from 
March 12- 16.

Indianapolis will host 
the women’s tournament – 
and the Men’s Final Four 
– in 2026. The men’s tour-
nament will return to the 
Circle City in 2027.

Both tournaments will 
take place at Gainbridge 
Fieldhouse, and will be the 
first to feature a 15-team 
field from the 18-team con-
ference following the ad-
ditions of Oregon, UCLA, 
USC, and Washington earli-
er this summer.

Indianapolis has an ex-
tensive history of hosting 
both the Big Ten Wom-
en’s and Men’s Basketball 
Tournaments, according to 
the Indiana Sports Corp. 
The Circle City has “previ-
ously hosted the Women’s 
Tournament 27 times and 
the Men’s Tournament 13 
times, each most recently 
in 2022,” they said in a re-
lease.

Patrick Talty, Indiana 
Sports Corp president, says 
the partnership to host the 
tournaments will continue 
the city’s “storied tradition 
of Big Ten basketball while 
working to further enhance 
the tournament experience 
for the member institutions, 
student-athletes, coaches, 
and fans.” 

The announcement 
comes after the conference 
said Indianapolis would 
host the football champi-
onship until 2028.

“Just phenomenal for 
the city, especially com-
ing off of last week’s news 
about football,” Dan Giliot, 

director of marketing and 
communications at Indiana 
Sports Corp. said. “The Big 
Ten is here to stay and we’re 
really excited about that.”

The move is also set to 
bring in cash for the city.

“Anytime we get to host 
a large scale sporting event, 
like Big Ten football, Big 
Ten basketball, that means 
the hotels are filling up, 
the restaurants, the bars,” 
Gilot said. “Both with last 
week’s announcement with 
the football championship at 

Lucas Oil Stadium through 
2028, and these basketball 
championships, through 
the life of that partnership, 
we’re looking at about $150 
million of economic impact 
for the city.”

Ticket sales for each 
tournament will be an-
nounced at a later date.

This story was orig-
inally published by 
WISH-TV at wishtv.com/
sports/indy-to-host-up-
coming-big-ten-basket-
ball-tournaments.

Joshua Herd / File photo
The Purdue men’s basketball team and Braden Smith will be returning to 
Gainbridge Fieldhouse this upcoming season, as Indianapolis hosts both the 
Big Ten women’s and men’s basketball championships. Westfield’s Smith 
was an integral part of the Boilermakers’ run to the national championship 
game last season.

Colts looking forward to 
dynamic backfield duo

By JOSH BODE
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

WeSTFIeLd – An-
thony Richardson and Jona-
than Taylor only played one 
game together last season.

This year, that is set to 
change. The two dynamic 
runners are both playing 
in training camp, something 
that did not happen last year.

The opportunities in the 
run game now have com-
pletely opened up, with head 
coach Shane Steichen being 
able to maximize the benefit 
of both of their playstyles.

“Well, I think it’s exciting 
because the playbook is open 
to everything,” Steichen 
said. “You’ve got a quarter-
back that can do everything. 
He can throw from the pock-
et, he can get out of the pock-
et, he can run the football. 
Then you’ve got Jonathan 
Taylor, who’s one of the best 
backs in the league and to 
have both those guys in the 
backfield is going to be criti-
cal for our success.”

For Taylor, this is the first 
time that he’s ever gotten 
to share the backfield with 
someone as athletic as him.

“I think this year we 
got a little taste, especially 
getting some work during 
OTAs,” Taylor said. “Now, 
just every single day hitting 
it during training camp, and 
I think we will be able to put 

something really nice and 
special together.”

The dynamic potential 
that Richardson and Taylor 
have in the backfield togeth-
er is exciting for their block-
ers as well. Quenton Nelson 
said that the duo has brought 
them a lot of energy on the 
offensive line.

“It brings a different dy-
namic to the offense where 
the linebackers can’t just 
go straight downhill for 
Jonathan (Taylor),” Nelson 
said. “They got to be ready 
for AR to pull the ball. So, 
those split seconds of them 
overthinking it makes a big 
difference for us being able 
to get up to the second level 
and get on blocks.”

Mo Allie-Cox added that 
it reduces the stress for them 
as tight ends blocking on the 
outside against the defensive 
ends. He said there will be 
huge holes in the defense 
because defensive ends can’t 
crash on Taylor because if 
they do, Richardson will 
keep the ball and showcase 
his speed on the outside.

The backfield duo will 
get back to work at training 
camp on Friday. Practice 
runs from 9 to 10:45 a.m.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV 
at wishtv.com/sports/india-
napolis-colts/colts-looking-
forward-to-dynamic-back-
field-duo.
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