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Photo provided by Noblesville Lions Club / Jake Doll
Last week, the Noblesville Leo Club sold coffee and baked goods before school as a fundraiser. They made 
$625. The club is guided by sponsor Lion John Smith, an NHS teacher. (From left) Leos Izzy Nealy, Diya 
Nair, Cristina Andrews, Hannah Dugan, Ella Miller, Ella Rinker, and Alanna Puckett.

Leos bake up charity in Noblesville

Cicero Kiwanis
provide free book
to every Heights

Elementary student
Submitted

One young student came up to the ta-
ble displaying a group of books chosen by 
Karen Jones, the elementary school Media 
S p e c i a l i s t 
and said, “I 
don’t have 
any money 
to pay for 
a book.” Cicero Kiwanis Club President 
Todd Clevenger replied, “You don’t need 
any money. These books are free, so chose 
any one you want.”

She looked up with a smile on her face 
and said, “Really? I’ve never had a book of 
my very own.”

Every child deserves the joy of div-
ing into a world of imagination through 
books. Yet, many young minds lack access 
to this magical journey due to financial 
constraints. Research shows that just the 
presence of books in the home improves 
educational outcomes. Books are critical 
and access to those resources is one of the 
greatest contributors to education equality. 
Despite all this, books are scarce to many 
students, meaning they are at a disadvan-
tage from the start.

The Kiwanis Club of Cicero wants to 
close that gap and promote a love a reading 
by providing free books through its Books 
For a Bright Future initiative.

“Through this program, students are 
able to choose a free, age-appropriate book 
at the school book fair,” Clevenger said. 
“The goal of our Books For a Bright Future 
program is to create a love of reading and 
foster education and literacy among young 
students.” 

With help from a grant awarded by the 
Kiwanis Children’s Fund, the Cicero Ki-
wanis purchased over 800 books that were 
distributed during the week-long book fair.

“The Book Fair was a huge success!” 
Jones said. “Thank you to the Kiwanis for 
all the volunteer help and guest readers. The 
kids just loved their new books and those 
who would not have gotten books were so 
surprised that they too could get a book at 
the book fair! You made the book fair a spe-
cial occasion for all our students. We gave 
out 809 books. We can’t thank the Kiwanis 
enough.” 

Fishers honors 
fallen soldiers on 

Memorial Day
By HERNAN GUTIERREZ
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Fishers city officials honored the men 
and women who gave the ultimate sacrifice 
with a Memorial Day ceremony on Monday 
at the Nickel Plate District Amphitheater.

Like many ceremonies, Monday’s start-
ed with the presentation of colors by a color 
guard, followed by the National Anthem.

Residents were then able to hear from 
local veterans give their perspective on the 
holiday.

This year’s guest speaker was Army 
Colonel Kent Abernathy. He is a West Point 
graduate who went on to serve in the mil-
itary for 30 years. During his time in the 
Army, he held leadership positions at the 
Pentagon and in Iraq. He had originally left 
the service and went to work as a banker. 
However, after 9/11 he decided to reenlist.

During his address, he touched on his 
service.

“[There are] two people that I knew, that 
I served with, and that are no longer here,” 
Abernathy said. “That’s the true meaning 
of Memorial Day. It’s remembering those 
who’ve made the ultimate sacrifice so that 
we can enjoy the freedoms we have today.”

Abernathy retired from the Army in 
2010 and now lives in Zionsville.

After the ceremony, the city invited 
community members to place carnations 
near the green space around the Gold Star 
Families Monument and Liberty Plaza.

The city also invited families to honor 
their loved ones who have served by apply-
ing for a light pole banner with their name, 
or with a brick plaque on Liberty Plaza. 

Those interested should apply online at 
the city’s website.

This story was originally published by 
WISH-TV at wishtv.com/news/local-news/
fishers-hosts-memorial-day-ceremony.

See Books . . . Page 2

The REPORTER
This year, military service 

members buried at Summit 
Lawn Cemetery in Westfield 
have flags placed at their graves 
for Memorial Day.

For as many years as the 
Scout leaders can remember, 
BSA Scouts Boys Troop 107 
and Girls Troop 1070 have been 
participating in the annual Me-
morial Day ceremony at Sum-
mit Lawn Cemetery. This year, 
in addition to conducting the 
ceremony on Saturday, May 25, 
the Scouts placed flags on the 
graves of those who served in 
the military.

David Weiss, secretary-trea-
surer of the Summit Lawn Cem-
etery Board, said that in the past 
there had been a limited number 
of graves that had been marked 
with flags. For years, cemetery 
board member Danny Haskett 
has been placing flags to mark 

the graves of around 55 Civil 
War veterans. In addition, the 
former American Legion Post 
318 placed flags on some graves. 

This year, Bob Whitmoyer, 
of the former Westfield Amer-

ican Legion, turned approxi-
mately 50 flags over to the cem-
etery board.

The board was able to pur-
chase additional flags in prepa-
ration for the flag laying.

“We want to be more pre-
pared to recognize as many of 
the veterans as we can through 
this process,” Weiss said.

Reporter photos by Amy Adams
(ABOVE LEFT) Cub Scout Pack 107 Webelos (from left) Preston Vega, Colin Blair, and 
Liam Lynch salute after laying flowers at the base of the flag pole. (ABOVE RIGHT) Star 
Scout Lucy Miles salutes as Scout Elaine Simpson places a flag on a veteran’s grave.

Noblesville’s BSA Troop 222 
for Girls retires American flags
Submitted

Scouts from Noblesville’s 
Scouting America (formerly 
Boy Scouts) Troop 222 for Girls 
observed Memorial Day on 
Monday by retiring American 
flags.

The flags, which had flown 
at Kahlo Chrysler Dodge Jeep 
Ram, were tattered and in need 
of replacement. The Scouts ac-
cepted the flags for retirement 
in October and chose Memorial 
Day as fitting for the ceremony.

Senior Patrol Leader Ellador 
led the ceremony. Troop 222 
scouts Evelyn, Robbin, Charli, 
Nora, and Sebastian from Troop 
183 assisted with the ceremony. 
Family members of the scouts 
participated as well. 

“Duty to God and Country is 
the first line of the Scout Oath, 
it’s that important to our move-
ment,” Scoutmaster Jenny Sher-
rill said. “Our scouts did such a 
great job with the program. It 
was powerful to join them in re-
tiring the flags.” 

The flags, which were syn-
thetic material, were cut apart in 
keeping with flag code, keeping 
the field of blue intact, while the 

flag is cut into quarters. Burning 
these flags, which is the proper 
retirement for flags of cotton, is 
unhealthy for the environment 
or participants, so small pieces 

of the fabric were burned, while 
the rest were disposed of re-
spectfully. Grommets from the 
flags were collected from the 
ashes and distributed to the par-

ticipants as a remembrance of 
those who have lost their lives 
in service of our country. 

Photo provided
The Scouts chose Memorial Day as fitting for the flag retirement ceremony.

See Troop 222 . . . Page 3

See Ceremony . . . Page 2

“Let us raise above them
the dear old flag they saved

from dishonor” – May 5, 1868

https://readthereporter.com
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://wishtv.com
http://paulpoteet.com
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/fishers-hosts-memorial-day-ceremony
https://fishersin.viewpointcloud.com/categories/1090/record-types/1006650
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/fishers-hosts-memorial-day-ceremony
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/fishers-hosts-memorial-day-ceremony
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14701 Tom Wood Way
 

Noblesville, IN 46060 317.853.4552

Once you take charge, there’s

NO GOING BACK
ID.4 Electric SUV

TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com
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Noblesville, IN 46060 317.853.4552

Once you take charge, there’s

NO GOING BACK
ID.4 Electric SUV
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PP VVAAIILL
Advocating for Victims of  Crime & Abuse

14701 Tom Wood Way Noblesville, IN 46060 • 317.853.4552

TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

Next To The
New Costco
on 146th St.

Proud Partner of Prevail, Inc. 
To help Hamilton County families affected by domestic violence and abuse, you can drop off the following items at 
Tom Wood Volkswagen, 14701 Tom Wood Way, Noblesville: 
Individually packaged snacks • Lysol • Hand Sanitizer • Disinfecting wipes

Up to $13,000 in Lease Bonus Cash
*For well-qualified customers leasing through Volkswagen Credit.  See dealer for details.

For the past several 
years, the board has been 
working to transfer all the 
cemetery records into a da-
tabase. With the cemetery 
dating back to the 1880s 
and some even older graves 
having been moved when 
the railroad was built, that 
meant that most of the cem-
etery records had been writ-
ten in a book. The process 
of going through the records 
has allowed the board to in-
crease the number of known 
veterans.

Out of around 1,500 
graves, Weiss said they have 
identified around 280 veter-
an graves, six of which were 
just discovered last week in 
preparation for Saturday’s 
event.

“We’re just looking to 
try to build upon what’s 
happened in the past and 
continue to build it for the 
future,” Weiss said.

The BSA Scouts Troops 
say they are glad to take on 
the responsibility of leading 
the annual time of remem-
brance for the second year.

“It’s right and fitting 
that we come out and hon-
or those who have served 
our country,” said Barry 
Simpson, committee chair 
for BSA Scouts Girls Troop 
1070.

Life Scout Jackson Ey-
ler opened and closed the 
commemoration in prayer. 
Eagle Scout Johnny Miles, 
Star Scout Lucy Miles, and 
First Class Scout Joey Miles 
performed the flag ceremo-
ny, and Second Class Scout 
Ben Wilken played Taps on 
the trombone. Fourth-grade 
Webelos from Cub Scout 
Pack 107, Colin Blair, Liam 
Lynch, and Preston Vega 

laid flowers at the base of 
the flag pole.

BSA Scouts Boys Troop 
107 Assistant Scoutmaster 
Roy Adams, also a retired 
Army lieutenant colonel, 
spoke about duty, honor, and 
country as the reasons veter-
ans serve in the military. He 
encouraged those present 
to ask themselves how they 
can better serve their com-
munity and improve the hu-

man condition.
As they do every year, 

an honor guard of members 
from VFW Post 10003 and 
American Legion Post 155, 
both of Carmel, fired three 
volleys, commonly referred 
to as a “21-gun salute.” 
The combined honor guard 
serves at five to 10 ceremo-
nies each Memorial Day 
weekend.

Despite the City of 

Westfield having held a 
Memorial Day ceremony 
Thursday evening, May 23, 
at the Fallen Hoosier Heroes 
Memorial on Union Street, 
Mayor Scott Willis attended 
the ceremony on Saturday 
in a non-official capacity, 
thanking the Scouts for all 
they do.

As part of the ceremony, 
Simpson read from the orig-
inal “Memorial Day Order” 

issued May 5, 1868: “Let us 
raise above them the dear 
old flag they saved from dis-
honor.”

Following the ceremo-
ny, that’s precisely what the 
Scouts did, placing flags at 
the graves of veterans and 
offering a salute. Scouts will 
return Tuesday to remove 
the flags for safekeeping 
by the cemetery board and 
place coins on the markers.

The primary goal of the 
Cicero Kiwanis Books For a 
Bright Future program is to 
raise funds to purchase and 
distribute age-appropriate 
books to every elementary 
school within the Hamilton 
Heights School District. The 
club aims to ensure that ev-
ery child has the opportunity 
to build their own personal 
library at home, encourag-
ing them to read, explore 
and expand their knowledge.

“I was truly amazed 
at the excitement, joy and 
smiles we saw simply by 
providing these students 
with a book of their own,” 
Clevenger said. “But it went 

further than that. Teachers 
and administrators have 
reached out expressing their 
gratitude and appreciation 
for what the Cicero Kiwanis 
Club is doing. Here is just 
one example:

“‘Good afternoon! I am 
a kindergarten teacher at 
Hamilton Heights. I want-
ed to say THANK YOU for 
the books Kiwanis provided 
to my students at the spring 
book fair. Usually there are 
tears as some students don't 
get books and this year that 
didn't happen. My students 
were so excited to show me 
the books they picked and 
got to keep forever. I appre-

ciate all you have done!’”
In addition to the annual 

book fair, Cicero Kiwanis is 
also working to help stock 
the summer bookmobile 
that travels throughout the 
district during the summer 
months to keep kids en-
gaged in reading throughout 
summer break. The annu-
al fundraising goal for this 
program is $10,000 and the 
Cicero Kiwanis welcome 
both individual donations 
and corporate sponsorships.

To contribute to the 
Books For a Bright Future 
program, please visit Cicero 
Kiwanis.org and make a se-
cure online donation.

Photo provided
Thanks in part to a grant awarded by the Kiwanis Children’s Fund, the Cicero 
club provided over 800 books for free to Heights elementary students.

Books
from Page 1

Ceremony
from Page 1

Reporter photos by Amy Adams
(ABOVE LEFT) Second Class Scout Ben Wilken plays Taps on the trombone. (ABOVE RIGHT) Westfield Mayor Scott Willis 
attended the Memorial Day ceremony at Summit Lawn Cemetery on Saturday to lend his support.

https://prevailinc.org/
https://www.tomwoodvolkswagen.com/
http://www.cicerokiwanis.org/
http://www.cicerokiwanis.org/
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Troop 222 is char-
tered by Bethel Lutheran 
Church, 20650 Cumber-
land Road, Noblesville. 
Girls aged 11 to 17 are 
invited to join the troop at 
any time.

For more information 
about Troop 222, contact 
Scoutmaster Jenny Sherrill 
at jennyrsherrill@gmail.
com or see the troop website 
at NoblesvilleTroop222.org 
or on Facebook.

Troop 222
from Page 1

Photos provided

https://www.americanbankoffreedom.bank/
mailto:jennyrsherrill%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jennyrsherrill%40gmail.com?subject=
https://noblesvilletroop222.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NoblesvilleTroop222
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Every Thursday | 05.30 – 09.26

presented by Duke Energy
Scan here to check out our 
berry informative website!

Grand Junction Plaza | 225 S. Union Street

No Farmers Market on July 4th

5 P.M. – 8 P.M.

Noblesville 
Lions Club 

Grillin’ on the Square
Under the Big Tent 

Pork Chops, Chicken, 
Dogs, and Extras

Friday - May 31, 2024
Lunch/Dinner  

11:00AM to 8:00PM
$15 Advance   $16 At the Door   

$8 Hotdog

SATURDAY, June 1, 2024
Breakfast 

7:00AM to 11:00AM
$6 Advance    $7 At the Door      $5 Kids

Advance tickets available from any Lion

Sheridan to break ground on 
final Monon Trail segment

The REPORTER
At 10 a.m. this Fri-

day, May 31, the Sheridan 
Town Council will hold a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
to construct the final seg-
ment of the Monon Trail 
in Hamilton County. Once 
completed, trail users will 
have trail connectivity from 
northwest Hamilton County 
to downtown Indianapolis.

“The first segment of 

the trail opened in 1993 in 
Carmel, Indiana, and we are 
pleased to be finishing what 
others started,” Town Coun-
cil President Silas DeVaney 
III said.

The final segment of 
the trail, extending north of 
State Road 47 to the Ham-
ilton-Boone county line, is 
a testament to the commu-
nity's dedication and vision.

“Funded in large part by 

a $2 million grant from the 
Indiana Department of Nat-
ural Resources Next Level 
Grant Program, this project 
is a collaborative effort that 
will bring the Monon into 
our downtown, where trail 
users will find our richly 
unique Main Street lined 
with storefronts that are 
seeing new life,” DeVaney 
said. “We are confident the 
completed trail will add to 

the quality of life for our 
residents as well as invite 
people to Sheridan that 
might not otherwise have 
a reason to visit our small 
town.” 

The groundbreaking 
will occur on the north 
side of State Road 47 and 
the current terminus of the 
Monon Trail. The approx-
imate address is 405 E. 
Tenth St., Sheridan.

It’s time to Pack the Cruiser
The REPORTER

There are over 7,120 
children in Hamilton 
County who are food inse-
cure.

That’s one out of ev-
ery 13 local children.

Summer is a vulnera-
ble time. Summer Lunch 
programs across the county 
make up the meal gap by 
providing nutritious meals 
throughout the summer 
months.

You can help by donat-
ing to the Pack the Cruiser 
Food Drive on Saturday, 
June 1. This is the seventh 
year for this partnership 
between Kroger, the local 
police and Sheriff’s depart-

ments, Hamilton County 
Harvest Food Bank, and 
all the Summer Lunch 
programs across Hamilton 
County.

Support local programs 
at these local Kroger gro-
cery stores:

• Kroger Carmel stores 
(two) – Carmel Summer 
Meals

• Kroger Fishers stores 
(three) – Fishers Youth As-
sistance

• Kroger on Carey 
Road in Westfield – Sher-
idan Lunch Club & Sheri-
dan Youth Assistance

• Kroger on Spring Mill 
Road in Westfield – Open 
Doors Westfield

• Kroger on Logan 

Street in Noblesville – 
Hamilton Heights Lunches 
& Angels’ Attic

• Kroger at Noble 
Crossing in Noblesville – 
Hamilton County Harvest 
Food Bank

You can donate to Ham-
ilton County Harvest Food 
Bank anytime at hchfood-
bank.org/online-giving.

Westfield Farmers Market 
opens this Thursday

The REPORTER
The Westfield Farmers 

Market, presented by Duke 
Energy, gears up for its 
highly awaited opening day 
on Thursday, May 30. The 
market runs from 5 to 8 p.m. 
at Grand Junction Plaza, 
225 S. Union St.

More than 40 ven-
dors will showcase fresh 
produce, artisanal goods, 
flowers, pet treats, and bou-
tique-style shopping. Seven 
food trucks will also partici-
pate on opening day, includ-
ing Taco Loco, DonutNV 
Hamilton County, School-
ey's Hots and Brats, and 
Ben's Soft Pretzels. Danielle 
Carey Tolan, Westfield's 
Chief of Staff, will ring the 
opening bell for the 2024 

market season. 
Popular vendors re-

turning include Old Major 
Meats, Eagle Creek Api-
ary, and Happy Mutt Pet 
Bakery. Seasonal vendors, 
such as My Dad’s Sweet 
Corn, will join the vendor 
lineup as products become 
available. The market will 
welcome many new ven-
dors, including Preserva-
tion Jams (jams/jellies), 
Kora's Kitchen (pet treats), 
Without Borders (boutique 
offerings and permanent 
jewelry), and J & J A Taste 
of Home food truck (home-
made egg rolls). 

A kid's activity area 
sponsored by Centier Bank 
is new to the market. It will 
include a kid's activity book-

let, sticker sheets, and kid-
sized canvas bags to deco-
rate with custom stamps.

The Westfield Farmers 
Market thanks additional 
sponsors, including Renew-
al by Andersen, Leaf Home 
LLC, and Market District. 

Public parking is avail-
able in the lot at the south-
west corner of Poplar and 
Park streets, and a courtesy 
shuttle will run through-
out the market. There are 
also designated on-street 
spots along Union and Mill 
streets. Please note that Jer-
sey Street will be closed 
each market day at 2:30 p.m.

For more information 
and weekly vendor updates, 
visit facebook.com/west-
fieldinmarkets.

The REPORTER
On Monday, The Om-

nibus Show welcomed Don 
Farrell, Founder, President 
& CEO of Crossroads En-
tertainment, LLC, a concert, 
theatrical, and production 
company located in Carmel.

The Omnibus Show is 
Carmel's No. 1 podcast, 
hosted by Dave Gibbs and 
produced for people who 
love interviews of interest-
ing and accomplished peo-
ple and who are life learners 
themselves.

Farrell discussed what 
Crossroads Entertainment 
does and how it has main-
tained a proven track record 
of over three decades of pro-
fessional experience in the 
performing arts. 

Most recently, Farrell, 
along with The Terry Woods 
Orchestra, performed trib-
utes to some of the musical 
greats from this generation 
at Feinstein’s in The Hotel 
Carmichael. Shows include 
All the Way: A Frank Sina-
tra Tribute, Because of You 
– A Tribute to Tony Bennett, 
Sweet Caroline: The Life 
and Music of Neil Diamond, 
and One Voice: The Music 
of Manilow.

Coming up in June, Far-
rell adds ABBA Party Night 
and Bubbles Up, celebrating 
Jimmy Buffet, to his reper-
toire. 

A graduate of the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati Col-

lege-Conserva-
tory of Music, 
Farrell is an 
award-winning 
actor, director, 
producer, and 
soloist in the 
professional per-
forming arts. His 
credits include 
five world pre-
mieres and over 
100 production 
credits including 
Off-Broadway, 
International and 
National Tours, 
Las Vegas, Re-
gional produc-
tions, and guest 
soloist concerts 
with major na-
tional symphonies.

His active ca-
reer as a featured 
guest soloist in-
cludes multiple 
concerts with 
the Cincinnati 
Pops Orchestra, 
Indianapolis Sym-
phony Orchestra, 
Disney's Premiere Sympho-
ny Orchestra, Carmel Sym-
phony Orchestra, and many 
more.

Learn more about 
Crossroads Entertainment 
at crossroads-ent.com.

* * *
Next week’s guest on 

The Omnibus Show will be 
Dubbie Buckler, a servant 
leader whose accomplished 

executive career 
spans 40 years in 
the public, pri-
vate, and nonprof-
it sectors leading 
state and interna-
tional nonprofit 
corporations in 
the fields of breast 
cancer, elder care, 
and veterans.

Buckler was 
the first woman 
elected as India-
napolis/Marion 
County Treasurer, 
held chief pub-
lishing roles for 
two large-circula-
tion award-win-
ning magazines, 
and has served on 

more than 40 civic and 
charitable boards 

and commis-
sions.

About The 
Omnibus 

Show
The Omni-

bus Show is Car-
mel's No. 1 podcast, 

hosted by Dave Gibbs and 
produced for people who 
love interviews of interest-
ing and accomplished peo-
ple and who are life learners 
themselves.

Visit Theomnibus-
Show.com for the audio 
podcasts and YouTube 
channel for more informa-
tion and to sign up for the 
newsletter.

Farrell

Buckler

Hear from Don Farrell 
on this week’s episode of

The Omnibus Show podcast

http://basilewestfieldplayhouse.org
https://www.westfieldwelcome.com/westfield-markets
https://hchfoodbank.org/online-giving/
https://hchfoodbank.org/online-giving/
https://www.facebook.com/westfieldinmarkets
https://www.facebook.com/westfieldinmarkets
https://crossroads-ent.com/
http://www.theomnibusshow.com/
http://www.theomnibusshow.com/
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

The REPORTER
Last Friday, Carmel 

Mayor Sue Finkam, Former 
Mayor Jim Brainard, SVP of 
Acquisitions and Develop-
ment of Onyx + East David 
Leazenby, and Carmel Re-
development Commission 
Director Henry Mestetsky 
celebrated former Mayor 
Jane Reimen by dedicating 
the courtyard at the Mélange 
located on Veterans Way and 
Monon Green Boulevard.

Mayor Jane's Court-
yard, centered among luxu-
ry townhomes and flats, can 
be accessed off the Monon 
Greenway through double 

archways adorned with iron 
chandeliers.

A plaque placed in the 
courtyard reads:

Jane Applegath Reiman 
served as Carmel's mayor 
for two four-year terms be-
ginning in 1980. After lead-
ing a campaign to defeat a 
proposed horse racing track 
that would have changed the 
character of the City of Car-
mel, she decided to run for 
office and became the first 
women to be elected Mayor 
of Carmel. Among her many 
accomplishments was con-
verting U.S. 31 into a “cor-
porate corridor” designed 

to attract major employers 
and preserve State Road 
431’s (now Keystone Park-
way) residential character 
on the east side of Carmel. 
After leaving office, Mayor 
Jane continued to serve the 
City of Carmel as an advisor 
and friend to mayors, coun-
cilors and citizens of her be-
loved home.

Mélange is a $30 mil-
lion residential project that 
includes for-sale luxury 
townhomes and flats along 
the Monon Greenway. The 
project transformed un-
derutilized parking lots into 
a vibrant urban neighbor-

hood and a public courtyard. 
Mélange’s prime location 
along the Monon Greenway 
is just south of City Center 
providing residents with all 
of the conveniences of urban 
living while complimenting 
the success of City Center.

Future commercial taxes 
from the project (TIF) will 
be used to finance utility re-
locations, roadway improve-
ments and general infra-
structure. This project broke 
ground in the spring of 2021. 
The Carmel Redevelopment 
Commission partnered with 
Onyx + East on the develop-
ment of this project.

Photos provided by City of Carmel
(ABOVE LEFT) Former Mayor Jim Brainard, former Mayor Jane Reiman, and Mayor Sue Finkam. (BELOW) The plaque placed in Mayor Jane’s Courtyard at Mélange.

Carmel establishes Mayor Jane’s Courtyard
Community honors the city’s first woman & first two-term mayor

The Farmers Bank appoints Matt Jackson to Board of Directors
The REPORTER

The Farmers Bank re-
cently announced the elec-
tion of Matt Jackson to its 
Board of Directors, effective 
Tuesday, May 21.

“We are very fortunate 
to have Mr. Jackson as 
the newest member of our 
Board of Directors,” Pres-
ident & CEO Chris Cook 
said. “His knowledge of 
commercial real estate is a 
significant added value for 
the bank. Also, his commu-
nity involvement in Boone 

County aligns with our com-
pany’s community focus. I 
look forward to the insights 
and direction he will bring 
our Board of Directors and 
The Farmers Bank.”

Jackson expressed his 
gratitude for being selected 
to serve on the board.

“I am honored to serve in 
this role as Board Member 
for The Farmers Bank, Jack-
son said. “I am passionate 
about The Farmers Bank’s 
community focus and the di-
rection of the organization. I 

am grateful for 
the trust that The 
Farmers Bank 
Board of Direc-
tors has placed 
in my abilities 
to help guide the 
strategic direction 
of the financial in-
stitution.”

Jackson is the 
president and founder of 
Jackson Investment Group 
and boasts more than 18 
years of experience in com-
mercial real estate, with a 

concentrated fo-
cus in the med-
ical, industrial, 
office, and health-
care fields. He has 
facilitated hun-
dreds of transac-
tions, with values 
exceeding $800 
million.

A native Hoo-
sier and graduate of West-
ern Boone High School and 
Indiana University, he is 
also involved with numer-
ous organizations in Boone 

and Marion counties. He 
has been active in organiza-
tions such as Boone County 
PTABOA, Lebanon Youth 
Baseball, Western Boone 
Youth Baseball, Western 
Boone Youth Football, 
Dynamic Minds Institute 
Board of Directors, and 
Boone County EDC. He is 
also involved with Western 
Boone High School, specif-
ically Baseball and Football 
Boosters. 

Jackson and his wife, 
Kelly, have five children.

About The Farmers Bank
The Farmers Bank is a 

$950 million asset organiza-
tion chartered in 1876 with 
headquarters in Frankfort, 
Ind. The Farmers Bank is 
locally owned and operat-
ed with 11 banking offices 
located in central Indiana 
providing retail, business, 
trust and asset management, 
investment, mortgage, and 
electronic banking services. 
Learn more at TheFamers-
Bank.com Member FDIC, 
Equal Housing Lender.

Jackson

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://www.thefarmersbank.com/
https://www.thefarmersbank.com/


Stony Creek Church of Christ
“First Century Christianity in the Twenty First Century”

15530 Herriman Blvd., Noblesville
(317) 219-5852

Sunday Bible Study 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 pm 

 For some time, each ad has included a picture of the building where we meet. 
However, that is not the church -the people are. With that in mind our ad will now 
include a picture of “the church” – the people. We invite you to come visit with the 
church at Stony Creek. You will be warmly greeted, treated with respect, and highly 
valued. We can benefit from you, and you can benefit from us. Let’s search the 
Scriptures together and come to understand God’s Word more completely.  
 We meet at 15530 Herriman Blvd. in Noblesville. Our building is behind the 
doctor’s office and at the stop sign.
 At the Stony Creek Church of Christ, we assemble on Sundays and 
Wednesdays to seek a better understanding of Jesus and His ways. You are 
encouraged and invited to join us for those studies or call for a private study.

The Picture Has Changed
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Photos provided by Walt Thacker
Simona Buna is a member of the Hamilton County Artists’ Association (HCAA) and organizes the 
weekly live model painting class. She picks a different person to come sit for three hours and let 
participating artists paint their renditions. From the mayor of Noblesville to the common person 
on the street, to children who can sit still long enough, Buna strives to get people with different 
character each week to model. With the Peony Festival, her latest class was all about peonies. If 
you ever wanted to try your hand at painting a live model, HCAA is the place. There is a $10 fee 
that goes to the model. Weekly classes are offered from 6 to 9 p.m. on Thursdays.

HCAA offers weekly 
model painting classes

Letter to the Editor

Shaffer takes issue 
with report on Carmel 

Christkindlmarkt

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the
opinions of The Reporter, its publisher
or its staff. You can submit your own

Letter to the Editor by email
to News@ReadTheReporter.com.

Please include your phone number and
city of residence. The Reporter will 

publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
Carmel’s Christkindlmarkt chief executive officer 

provided a half-report on the 2023 yuletide circus.
Prefacing her remarks by noting the markt is a 

non-profit, she reported a 59 percent increase in sales – 
$8.8 million compared to 2022’s $5.4 million.

Omitted was the fact that $7.1 million of the $8.8 
million went into the pockets of the vendors.

The markt’s own annual report disclosed actual 
revenue of $3.1 million up 55 percent from 2022’s $2 
million and $946,000 in expenses up 190 percent from 
2022’s $326,000.

The alleged “non-profit” showed a two-year profit 
of $3.8 million (revenues $5.1 million; expenses $1.3 
million).

Nor did the CEO tally taxpayer subsidies:
• Initial purchase of the plastic booths.
• Cost of labor of city workers who set up, take 

down and store the circus each year.
• Cost of the warehouses built to house the circus 

parts.
• Cost of police and utilities provided free to the 

markt.
• Debt service payments on money the city bor-

rowed to pay for the circus.
For a city council recently elected on platforms 

promising transparency, the markt presentation demon-
strated a genuine lack of seriousness.

Bill Shaffer
Carmel

Have a Bank of America card? You can visit two area museums for free this weekend
The REPORTER

Bank of America, Mer-
rill, and Bank of America 
Private Bank cardholders 
have new ways to get out 
and learn about the world 
around them with free gener-

al admission to local cultural 
attractions with Museums on 
Us.

The program provides 
bank credit and debit card-
holders free general admis-
sion to some of America’s 

favorite museums and cul-
tural institutions. As part of 
Museums on Us, more than 
225 of the country’s most 
prominent cultural institu-
tions welcome bank card-
holders in for free on the first 

full weekend of each month.
This weekend – Satur-

day, June 1 and Sunday, June 
2 – three area museums will 
participate in the Museums 
on Us program:

• Conner Prairie Mu-

seum, 13400 Allisonville 
Road, Fishers

• Indianapolis Museum 
of Art at Newfields, 4000 N. 
Michigan Road, Indianapolis

For more information 
about Museums on Us, in-

cluding access to a full list 
and locations of participating 
museums while on-the-go, 
please click here. Register 
for email notifications about 
Bank of America’s Arts & 
Culture programs here.

https://www.facebook.com/stonycreekcoc/
https://about.bankofamerica.com/en/making-an-impact/museums-on-us-partners
https://about.bankofamerica.com/en/making-an-impact/arts-and-culture
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Don't just ride the rails . . . Bike them!

NickelPlateExpress.com/railbike-rides

Forest Park 
Rail Adventure

An 8-mile round trip  
rail bike ride starting at  

Hobbs Station in Forest Park.
White River 

Family Cruise
Enjoy this short, scenic  

rail bike ride from  
Hobbs Station in Forest Park. 

 • Family Law 
• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 

• Guardianship 
• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

Anderson Arts League donates $5K for 
AMOA Carnegie Library preservation
The REPORTER

The Anderson Muse-
um of Art (AMOA) has an-
nounced a generous $5,000 
donation from the Anderson 
Arts League to Phase One of 
AMOA’s Under One Roof 
campaign. Phase One is 
dedicated to preserving the 
cherished historic Carnegie 
Library building.

The remarkable contri-
bution was formally present-
ed during the Anderson Arts 
League's final meeting of the 
year on May 22, which also 
included installing officers.

“We extend our deepest 
gratitude to the Anderson 
Arts League for their stead-
fast support,” AMOA Execu-
tive Director Mandee Spano 
said. “Their commitment to 
our cause further propels us 
toward our goal of preserv-
ing this iconic landmark for 
future generations.”

This significant do-
nation, made possible by 
the generosity of the Sock 
Hop sponsors, notably Ti-
tle Sponsor Community 
Hospital Anderson, brings 
AMOA closer to its first-
phase target of $100,000. 
The success of the recent 
fundraising event, buoyed 
by the community's active 
involvement and ticket pur-
chases, has been instrumen-
tal in this achievement.

With just under $12,000 
remaining to reach the Un-
der One Roof Phase One 
goal, every contribution is 
instrumental as AMOA en-
deavors to safeguard and 

enhance the Downtown 
Anderson landmark. These 
funds will facilitate critical 
repairs, ensuring the lon-
gevity and splendor of this 
historic building.

Join the campaign and 
champion the arts through 
conservation, reinvention, 
and sustainability. Together, 
you can help secure a vibrant 
future for the arts in the An-
derson community.

To support the campaign, 
visit andersonart.org/un-
der-one-roof.

For more information 
about AMOA and upcoming 
events, please visit anderso-
nart.org.

Photo provided

Celebrate Summer 
Solstice with Carmel 
Symphony Orchestra 
at Coxhall Gardens

The REPORTER
The Summer Solstice is 

the longest day of the year 
and a day of celebration for 
many communities.

Get ready to spend an 
evening under the starts 
with friends in Carmel 
as you watch community 
dance performances from 5 
to 7:30 in the Coxhall Am-
phitheatre. Stay to hear the 
Carmel Symphony Orches-
tra perform solar-related 
favorites as the sun goes 
down from 8:30 to 9:45 pm. 
End the evening enjoying 
the light of the full straw-
berry moon against the dark 
evening sky at the beautiful 
Coxhall Gardens Amphi-
theatre.

Join conductor Joel 
Smirnoff and soloists Asa-
ko Tamura and former CSO 
Concerto Competition Win-
ner Cooper Olsen as they 
perform works by Puccini, 
Barber, Gershwin, Vival-
di, Carmichael and more, 
ending with special guest 
Blair Clark closing out the 
evening with “You Are the 

Sunshine of My Life” by 
Steve Wonder.

Performances by com-
munity partners start at 5 
p.m. and will feature Cen-
tral Indiana Academy of 
Dance, Dhol Indian drum-
ming, Gregory Hancock 
Dance Company, Indiana 
Ballet Conservatory, and 
Kathak Dance Academy.

Enjoy historic cars on 
display at the Gardens spon-
sored by Artomobilia. Bring 
your dinner or visit food 
trucks and drink vendors, 
including sponsors Bier 
Brewery and Sugar Creek 
Winery.

VIP table purchases pro-
vide guests with front-row 
seats and help underwrite 

the costs of Carmel Sym-
phony Orchestra education 
programs. Tables of eight 
are available for $1,000 and 
include a surprise bonus gift 
from the CSO to you. You 
can also purchase VIP or 
terrace seating for comfort-
able seats (with backs) and 
the best view of the concert.

Lawn seating and youth 
pricing are available to meet 
everyone’s budget.

VIP patrons will have 
access to catering and 
drinks inside the Coxhall 
Manor with an open bar 
until 7 p.m. and a cash bar 
throughout the rest of the 
evening.

Click here to buy your 
tickets now.

AccurAte
BAlAnced
locAl
news

https://bit.ly/4aqlSMu
https://nickelplateexpress.com/railbike-rides/
https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://www.andersonart.org/under-one-roof/
https://www.andersonart.org/under-one-roof/
https://www.andersonart.org/
https://www.andersonart.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/carmel-symphony-orchestra-coxhall-gardens-summer-solstice-concert-tickets-902881923137
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Bien Mexicana
150 S Peru St, Cicero

Open Mic 
Tuesdays 
7-10 p.m.
Trivia 

Wednesdays 
7:30-9:30 p.m.

17419 Suite C, Carey Rd., Westfield
317.867.0397

Dave Lowe every Thursday 6-9 p.m. 

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday May 31
Casey Harshbarger

 Reservations Recommended 

Arcadia Village 
Apartments

401 N East St. 
Arcadia, IN 46030

Water, Sewer and 
Weekly Trash Removal

 included in rent. 

Rent based 
on household 

income

317-984-5863
TTY 711

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider”

Rent 
starting 
at $648

17555 willowview rd

There aren't 
very many sto-
ries more familiar 
to my generation 
than The Wizard 
of Oz. The 1939 
film version star-
ring Judy Garland 
was traditional 
Thanksgiving Day 
television fare 
throughout our 
childhoods. (It ran annually 
between 1956 and 1974.) It 
has been claimed that with 
this yearly exposure, The 
Wizard of Oz has been seen 
by more viewers than any 
other film in history!

Beef and Boards' delight-
ful offering of the stage ver-
sion – directed by Elizabeth 
Payne and choreographed by 
Sally Scharbrough and James 
Patton, with musical direction 
by Brandon Vos – is this year's 
B&B family show. This 1987 
musical adaptation is a direct 
companion piece to the mov-
ie, featuring original music 
by Harold Arlen and original 
lyrics by E.Y. Harburg with a 
book by John Kane. 

Director Payne has cho-
sen many mimicries of the 
film production's charac-
teristics, though a few roles 
are fashioned with new em-
phases – such as the rather 
sultrier Wicked Witch of the 
West. Portrayed by Bessie D. 
Smith, she loses none of her 
evil skills. Dorothy is deftly 
offered by Grace Atherholt. 
Her beautiful bell-like sing-
ing voice provides a lovely 

“Over the Rain-
bow” and she 
brings a worthy 
Garlandesque feel 
to her characteri-
zation.

The trio of 
Dorothy's trav-
el companions 
– Scarecrow, Tin 
Man and Coward-
ly Lion – are terrif-

ically rendered by Joey Boos, 
Jaden Kindle, and Brett Mut-
ter, respectively. Boos is a 
floppy, droppy rag doll, full 
of energy and patter. Kindle 
is appropriately stiff in his 
shiny costume, still able to 
sing and dance with style. 
Mutter takes the memorable 
comic role that Bert Lahr 
perfected and makes his ver-
sion just as successful. 

Ty Stover brings his ex-
pertise to his set of roles – 
playing Professor Marvel 
and the Wizard of Oz, and 
Jameelah Leaundra sweetly 
plays Glinda the Good Witch. 
Christine Zavakos and Allen 
Sledge round out the main 
cast as Aunt Em and Uncle 
Henry – also handling various 
other roles along the way.

A talented ensemble of 
players of various ages takes 
on the many other working 
parts of the show – Munch-
kins, Crows, Trees, Ozians, 
Guards, etc. And the all-im-
portant role of Toto is arrayed 
to three dogs, with Bilbo doing 
the honors on Media Night.

Choreography by the 
Scharbrough / Patton team 

matches the film's work well 
and is kept crisp and visual-
ly appealing. One innovative 
number, “The Jitterbug,” is 
well-crafted and a stand-out.

I wondered how some of 
the technical aspects of the 
production would be done. 
After all, it's not often that a 
tornado needs to be portrayed 
on stage – and the B&B crew 
and cast has designed and ac-
complished a stunning com-
bination of sounds, lights, 
and various projected visuals 
for the task – and definitely 
do it justice.

The set designed by Mi-
chael Layton covers all the 
different locations well, Ryan 
Koharchik's lighting design 
is more extensive than usu-
al, while costumes by Kathy 
Henry, makeup by Daniel 
Klingler, and wigs by An-
drew Elliott add much to the 

storytelling.
Bottom line: This en-

gaging production kept the 
youngsters in the audience 
spell-bound for two hours 
plus. Lively and exception-
ally fun performances are 
offered by all – giving a mag-
ical telling to this familiar 
and/or new story. 

This is a very popular 
ticket! If you haven't re-
served seats for the spring/
summer treat, please do so 
ASAP! The Wizard of Oz 
continues through July 7. 
Show times and reservation 
availablity can be viewed 
at BeefAndBoards.com or 
call the box office at (317) 
872-9664. And don't forget – 
Legally Blonde The Musical 
opens July 11.

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.

Photo by Rob Slaven / IndyGhostLight.com
(From left) The Scarecrow (Joey Boos), Dorothy 
(Grace Atherholt), the Cowardly Lion (Brett 
Mutter), and the Tin Man (Jaden Kindle).

If ever a wonderful show there was
this Beef & Boards show is one because…

The REPORTER
Meyer Najem, one of 

central Indiana’s most trust-
ed construction companies, 
has transitioned to an Em-
ployee Stock Ownership 
Plan (ESOP), marking a 
significant milestone in the 
company’s history.

“An ESOP approach al-
lows even more incentive for 
our employees to stay and 
grow here,” Founder and 
CEO Anthony Najem said. 
“This transition supports our 
plans for strategic growth, 
ensuring we remain compet-
itive and resilient in a rapidly 
changing market.”

The decision was made 
to further empower employ-
ees, foster a culture of shared 

responsibility 
and collective 
success, and 
position the 
company for 
even more 
stability and 
growth.

“Starting 
as a Project 
Manager and Estimator in 
1988, then on to becoming 
President and Partner, and 
now seeing our transition to 
an ESOP has been an incred-
ible journey,” President Tim 
Russell said.

Meyer Najem was 
founded in 1987 by Antho-
ny Najem and Karl Meyer. 
Since then, the organization 
has grown by taking care of 

its employees, 
focusing on 
culture, safe-
ty, and mak-
ing a positive 
impact in the 
communities 
the business 
serves. Meyer 
Najem’s ded-

ication to these core values 
has been the driving force 
behind its success and will 
continue to guide the future.

The company’s first proj-
ect was Ellenberger Park Ice 
Rink Enclosure in Indianap-
olis. Since then, Meyer Na-
jem has expanded into sever-
al markets, project types and 
delivery models in central 
Indiana and the southeastern 

United States. Some notable 
partnerships include the Vet-
erans Health Administration 
and countless municipalities, 
school corporations, and 
healthcare systems.

Coming in at number 
five, Meyer Najem was re-
cently recognized as one of 
the IBJ's Fastest Growing 
Companies and as a Top 
Workplace in Indiana and 
Florida by USA Today, ac-
complishments that under-
score the company’s com-
mitment to excellence.

“Our commitment to 
our employees, our clients, 
and our community remains 
stronger than ever,” Founder 
and Chairman of the Board 
Karl Meyer said.

Meyer Najem becomes employee-owned, 
fostering growth & empowering their people

Submitted
New Works is sold out, 

but you can still catch the 
premiere by registering for 
the free lives-
tream. Don't miss 
this evening of 
engaging works 
from local artists.

The event take 
place at 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 1. 
Click here regis-
ter for the lives-
tream.

Now in its 
third season, New Works: 
An Arts Commission Proj-
ect is an initiative by the 
Center for the Performing 
Arts to promote and sustain 
central Indiana’s working 
artists and arts communities 
in an inclusive way by sup-
porting the creation of new 
works across all perform-
ing arts disciplines. These 
winning proposals selected 
by the judging panel will 
be presented on stage at the 
Tarkington, with a talkback 
discussion following the 
performances.

The Wind Makes 
the Sea Dance
Valerie Eickmeier

The first visual arts prize 
awarded from the New 
Works project, Eickmeier’s 
triptych of oil paintings ti-
tled The Wind Makes the 
Sea Dance will be unveiled 
in conjunction with the 
New Works Premiere Per-
formances. Afterward, the 

works will hang for one year 
in a prominent place in the 
South Lobby of the Palladi-
um concert hall.

The Wind 
Makes the Sea 
Dance is inspired 
by the three move-
ments of Claude 
Debussy’s 1905 
I m p r e s s i o n i s t 
composition La 
mer. A St. Louis 
native, Eickmeier 
received her MFA 
from Washington 

University and moved to 
central Indiana in 1982 to 
teach at Herron, where she 
served as dean from 1998 to 
2018. Her own career as an 
artist has included many vis-
iting artist lectures, private 
and corporate commissions, 
and more than 60 gallery 
and museum exhibitions 
across the nation. She has 
lived in Carmel since 2001.

All of Us: An Anti-
Asian-Hate Opera
Hippocrates Chang
Cheng is a composer, 

music theorist and ethnomu-
sicologist from Hong Kong. 
He completed his music 
composition doctorate and 
is pursuing a music theory 
doctorate at Indiana Univer-
sity in Bloomington.

All of Us is an opera in-
spired by true stories from 
people of Asian-American 
and Pacific Islander heritage, 
shedding light on issues of 
Asian hate and emphasizing 

unity and empathy in our 
diverse society. The music, 
incorporating Asian tradi-
tional and Western classical 
elements, will be performed 
by an ensemble of singers 
and instrumentalists. The 
presentation will include 
staging, lighting, and multi-
media components.

Pathways/Caminos
Iris Rosa Santiago

Santiago is a Puerto Ri-
can-born choreographer, 
professor emerita at Indi-
ana University, and founder 
of Iris Rosa Dance Studio 
and Seda Negra/Black Silk 
Dance Company in India-
napolis.

Pathways/Caminos is a 
work for 10 to 15 Seda Neg-
ra dancers, inspired by spiri-
tual traditions of the African 
Diaspora in Caribbean and 
Latin American countries. 
The presentation will feature 
spoken word by Santiago 
and recorded music from the 
Indianapolis Pan-African 

Drum and Dance Ensemble 
directed by Andre Rosa-Ar-
tis, as well as costuming and 
visual projections designed 
by Filipino-American artist 
Kelvin Burzon.

Classical Scratch
Jared Thompson

Thompson is a saxo-
phonist, composer, arranger, 
and leader of the Indianapo-
lis-based modern jazz quin-
tet Premium Blend, which 
has been featured in two na-
tional award-winning docu-
mentaries and has released 
five studio albums.

Classical Scratch is 
a three-part composition 
for tenor saxophone, pi-
ano (twin brother Joshua 
Thompson), emcee and DJ 
that integrates classical, 
jazz, and hip-hop music to 
celebrate the contributions 
of black artists over the past 
300-plus years. The presen-
tation will include lighting 
effects and projected images 
of influential artists.

Photo illustration provided
Winners of the 2024 New Works performing arts 
commissions at the Center for the Performing 
Arts are (from left) Jared Thompson, Iris Rosa 
Santiago, and Hippocrates Cheng.

eickmeier

Watch free livestream of New 
Works premiere performances

thanks for reading the
Hamilton county reporter!

KEN KLINGENMEIER
A Seat on the Aisle

COLUMNIST

https://www.bienmexicana.com/
https://www.patsyspubwestfield.com/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://noble-pc.com/
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
http://www.beefandboards.com/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
http://indyghostlight.com/
https://thecenterpresents.org/newworkspremiere
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
https://asota.wordpress.com/


10 Obituaries

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 600 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to
send obituaries to obits@readThereporter.com.
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PENDING! NEW LISTING/PENDED!

NEW PRICE!
 317.439.3258 Peggy 

317.695.6032 Jennifer 
www.speaktodeak.com 

Hamilton County Reporter
10 x 5 in  $50.00 

ONLINE Ad (A) Runs ONLY: 052424 then switches over to Ad (B) PRINT ad on 052524
A

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS®

THE

Peggy

Jennifer

4 BR, 2.5 BA with office and loft, gourmet kitchen, 3-car garage, 
finished basement, beautiful pond lot. Listed at $572,400

4 BR, 2.5 BA charming home situated in a delightful setting on  
a cul de sac in Country Lake Estates! Listed at $400,000

2 BR, 2 BA ranch on a corner lot in the heart of Noblesville.  
New detached garage and large fenced yard. Listed at $209,900

3 BR, 2 BA Updated kitchen with breakfast area and large pantry. 
Sunroom plus patio with pergola. Listed at $329,900

16715 Birdbrook Road
Noblesville 

109 Lake Terrace Ct
Noblesville 

1485 Central Avenue
Noblesville 

SOLD!

18577 Piers End Drive
Noblesville 

Spring is here 
and now is the 

best time to 
buy or sell!

“Speak to Deak!”

REALTORS

Today’s BiBLE REading
Joseph and the Famine

So Joseph bought all the land in Egypt for 
Pharaoh. The Egyptians, one and all, sold their 
fields, because the famine was too severe for them. 
The land became Pharaoh’s, and Joseph reduced 
the people to servitude, from one end of Egypt to 
the other. However, he did not buy the land of the 
priests, because they received a regular allotment 
from Pharaoh and had food enough from the 
allotment Pharaoh gave them. That is why they 
did not sell their land.

Joseph said to the people, “Now that I have 
bought you and your land today for Pharaoh, 
here is seed for you so you can plant the ground. 
But when the crop comes in, give a fifth of it to 
Pharaoh. The other four-fifths you may keep as 
seed for the fields and as food for yourselves and 
your households and your children.”

“You have saved our lives,” they said. “May we 
find favor in the eyes of our lord; we will be in 
bondage to Pharaoh.”

So Joseph established it as a law concerning 
land in Egypt—still in force today—that a fifth of 
the produce belongs to Pharaoh. It was only the 
land of the priests that did not become Pharaoh’s.

Genesis 47:20-26 (NIV)

PUBLIC NoTICe
Please be advised that the Westfield-Washington Township Board of Zoning 

Appeals will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 11, 2024, at Westfield City Hall, 
130 Penn Street, Westfield, Indiana, or in a virtual format viewable at https://
www.youtube.com/user/CityofWestfieldIN, for the purposes of holding a public 
hearing and reviewing and acting on the following petitions for the purpose of 
reviewing and acting on the following petitions:

• 2406-VS-17; 20101 Grassy Branch Road; North Circle Church requests 
a Variance of Development Standard to permit a temporary gravel parking 
lot extension without surfacing or curbing on 9.15 +/- acres in the AG-SF1: 
Agriculture/Single-Family Rural District (Article 6.14(G)(7)(a) and 6.14(G)(7)
(b)); 

• 2406-VS-18; 16708 Southpark Drive, Roundtripper Sports Academy by 
Keeler-Webb Associates requests a Variance of Development Standard to 
encroach twenty (20) feet into the forty (40) foot Minimum Front Yard Setback to 
accommodate a building addition on 10.54 acres +/- in the EI: Enclosed Industrial 
District (Article 4.24); and

• 2406-VS-19; 3942 Madeline Lane, Nadia Khoury requests Variance of 
Development Standard to permit a fence with a height in excess of 6 feet on 0.28 
+/- acres in the SF3: Single-family Medium Density District (Article 6.5(C)(2)).

Specific details regarding the cases may be obtained from the Westfield 
Community Development Department, 2728 East 171st Street, Westfield, Indiana 
46074 or by calling (317) 804-3170.

Westfield-Washington Township Board of Zoning Appeals
Westfield Community Development Department
2728 East 171st Street, Westfield, Indiana 46074
www.westfield.in.gov

R4414 5/29/24, 6/3/24

— Westfield —

Meeting Notice
The Carmel Plan Commission 

will meet at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024, in the Council 
Chambers on the second floor of 
Carmel City Hall, 1 Civic Square.

send Meeting
 notices to:  

news@readthereporter.com

Marilyn sue Ulsh-Eiler
april 6, 1935 – May 26, 2024

Marilyn Sue Ulsh-Eiler, 89, Indianapolis, passed away 
on Sunday, May 26, 2024, at Francis-
can St. Francis Health in Indianapolis.

Marilyn was born in Martinsville, 
Ind., on April 6, 1935, to the late Wal-
ter and Vivian (Knight) Sink. In No-
vember 1994, she married James “Jim” 
William Eiler and they shared 29 years 
of marriage.

Marilyn attended Martinsville High 
School and later attended The Univer-

sity of Indianapolis. She was a bookkeeper for USA Stu-
dent Aid and the City of Noblesville. She was a longtime 
member of Arcadia Brethren Church and served in many 
different capacities at the Church, including as a Sunday 
School teacher, a Greeter, and as the President of the Wom-
an’s fellowship. In her spare time, Marilyn enjoyed sewing 
and cross-stitching, doing crosswords and word searches, 
and reading. She also loved to watch sports, especially 
when IU was playing. In her younger years, she enjoyed 
gardening and tending to her roses.

Marilyn is survived by her husband, James “Jim” Wil-
liam Eiler of Indianapolis; sons, William “Bill” D. (Jean 
Ann) Ulsh of Locust, N.C., Alan Ulsh of Indianapolis, 
and Neil R. (Wanda) Ulsh of Crawfordsville, Ind.; grand-
children, Amy (Jason) Sheets of Statesville, N.C., Jessica 
(Mac) West of Indianapolis, and Billie (Mike) Swanson 
of Indianapolis; four great-grandchildren; son-in-law, Ben 
West of Greenwood, Ind.; and several nieces and nephews.

Marilyn was preceded in death by her parents, Walter 
& Vivian Sink; daughter, Denise R. West; grandson, Adam 
Ulsh; and brother, Malcolm Sink.

The funeral service will be at 2 p.m. Thursday, May 
30, 2024, at Arcadia Brethren Church, 8989 E. 266th St., 
Arcadia, with Ben Poole officiating. Burial will follow in 
Arcadia Brethren Cemetery.

Visitation will be from noon to 2 p.m. Thursday, May 
30, 2024, at Arcadia Brethren Church.

Memorial contributions may be made to Arcadia 
Church of the Brethren.

Online condolences can be given at hartleyfuneral-
homes.com.

Carol June Clark
november 4, 1942 – May 26, 2024

Carol June Clark, 81, Noblesville, passed away on Sun-
day, May 26, 2024, at Harbour Manor 
Care Center in Noblesville.

Carol was born in Noblesville on 
November 4, 1942, to the late Robert 
and Thelma (Penwell) McDonald.

Carol’s legacy is carried on by her 
daughter, Leann (Daniel Stone) Clark 
of Cicero; sons, Kenneth (Karol) Clark 
of Noblesville and Mike (Elaine) Clark 
of Maryville, Tenn.; grandchildren, 

Colton Clark of Noblesville, Zachary (Ashley) Clark of 
Maryville, Tenn., and Jordan Clark of Maryville, Tenn.; 
great-grandchildren, Myer Clark of Noblesville and Lyla 
Clark of Maryville, Tenn.; brothers, Mike (Pat) McDon-
ald of Bonita Springs, Fla., and Bob (Judy) McDonald of 
Clearwater, Fla.; along with several nieces and nephews.

Carol was preceded in death by her parents.
Carol attended Jackson Central High School and was a 

part of the graduating class of 1961. Carol was comfortable 
being a homemaker and caring for her family. She was the 
“Road Mom” to many as she kept up with the many activi-
ties of her children and grandchildren throughout the years. 
When Carol joined the workforce, she spent most of her 
career with Curtis Dyna Products. Carol was also a member 
of Victory Chapel Community Church. She enjoyed sew-
ing, crocheting, fishing, reading, and talking to the neigh-
bors in her free time. Those who knew Carol know that she 
was a social butterfly. Her grace and conversations will be 
missed by many. 

The funeral service will be at 1 p.m. Friday, May 31, 
2024, at Hartley Funeral Home, 209 W. Jackson St., Cice-
ro, with Andrew Marshall officiating. Burial will follow in 
Cicero Cemetery.

A time for visitation will precede the funeral service 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, May 31, 2024, at the funeral 
home.

Memorial contributions may be made to Victory Chapel 
Community Church.

Online condolences can be given at hartleyfuneral-
homes.com.

submit Public notices to:
Publicnotices@readthereporter.com
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Cool Creek Park

Adults - $5 | 12 & Under - Free
Select Fridays at 7PM | Gates open at 6PM

Tickets & discounts at
MyHamiltonCountyParks.com

mikeandjoe.com
Mike & Joe

May 31

Thanks to these supporting sponsors

Title sponsored by

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Welcome home to your one level, easy 
living home. Large living room allows for 

a cozy winter evenings with a fireplace 
that can heat the whole home. Ample 
sized kitchen that has loads of counter 

space and features BRAND NEW 
appliances. All new carpet and fresh 

paint. There are two large bedrooms. The 
washer and dryer stay and are steps from 
the bedrooms. Enjoy summer evenings in 
your huge backyard, tinker in the finished 

garage, extra storage in the shed. This 
home has everything you need for a good 
life. So close to shopping and restaurants, 

yet tucked away for peace and quiet!

Noblesville, IN 46060
2 Bed | 2 Bath | 972 Sq Ft. 

$189,900

1426 Rolling Ridge Drive

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

Shamrocks shock Tigers, win Sectional 8
Baseball

By RICHARD TORRES
For The Reporter

NoBLeSVILLe – 
Westfield senior ace Ty An-
derson needed one more put-
out, one more strikeout, just 
one more ball to stay inside 
the spacious confines of The 
Dunk on Memorial Day to 
complete his no-hit gem.

Sophomore Nick Fero 
understood the assignment. 

With two outs in the 
top of the seventh during 
the Class 4A Sectional 8 ti-
tle game, the left fielder not 
only rose to the occasion; 
he came up clutch, tracking 
down and robbing a prob-
able game-tying home run 
by Fishers above the outfield 
wall to lock down both An-
derson’s no-no and West-
field’s 1-0 victory.

“I saw it go up, and at first 
I didn’t think it was going to 
end up leaving because the 
wind is blowing to my right, 
and it’s been killing the ball 
today, but it just kept going,” 
Fero explained. “I was so fo-
cused on the ball. I went up, 
and I felt like I was just fly-
ing. My only focus was just 
to get this ball.”

It was “unreal,” An-
derson emphasized after 
the Shamrocks (20-10) 
swarmed Fero in left field 
and dogpiled on top of him 
to celebrate Westfield’s first 
sectional title since 2011.

“Honestly, I was really 
nervous. That was the deep-
est ball they’ve hit all day, 
and I kind of got nervous 
there for a second, and Fero 
went up there and made that 
amazing catch. Probably the 
best catch I’ve ever seen in 
person. That was absolutely 
crazy. He’s amazing,” An-
derson said. 

Fero was quick to say 
the same of Anderson, who 
was near perfect en route 
to pitching his first-career 
no-hitter.

Through 22 at-bats, the 
right-hander sat down six 
Tigers via strikeout, didn’t 
walk a single batter and be-
yond a fielding error that 
allowed senior Evan Doran 
to reach base in the top of 
the fifth, the Eastern Illinois 
commit was literally unhit-
table.

“It took a lot, but my 
team had confidence in me, 
and I had a lot of confidence 
in them. I just went out there 
and felt in control the en-
tire time,” Anderson said. 
“You’d think it’d be stress-
ful because you really have 
to be great to keep the other 
team from scoring, but at the 
same time it gives you a ton 
of motivation because you 
know you have to stay in this 
for your team.”

Anderson set the tone 
quickly, retiring the first 
13 batters he faced before 
Westfield’s fielding miscue 
awarded Doran first base 
with one out. Doran stole 
second base, but a strikeout 
and a line drive to center 
fielder Caden Lindsey left 
him stranded. 

Anderson induced six 
more putouts, including Fe-
ro’s heroics on the final play.

“(Ty has) been great all 
season. This just solidified 
it. He’s one of the greatest 
pitchers I’ve played behind, 
and he makes it easy on me,” 
Fero said. “Every pitch mat-
ters in games like this. You 
have to make every play. 
When the ball is in play, you 
have to go 100 percent, es-
pecially in a sectional game. 
That’s what it took to win it.”

Perseverance is what 
propelled the Shamrocks 
to the sectional title game 
against 4A No. 8 Fishers 
(22-9) following a taxing 
season filled with setbacks, 
injuries and three one-run 
losses. 

Westfield jumped out to 
5-0 record to start the season, 
but a stretch of seven losses 
in eight games dropped the 
Shamrocks out of the IHS-
BCA top-10 poll before they 
turned things around to win 
their past eight straight.

Fishers swept the rival 
teams’ two-game Hoosier 
Crossroads Conference se-
ries this past April, 6-3 and 
5-3.

However, after Westfield 
knocked off No. 6 Zions-
ville, 6-4, in the sectional 
quarterfinals and Carmel, 
9-8, in the semifinals, Ti-
gers head coach Matt Cherry 
knew nothing would be easy 
on championship Monday.

“Ty Anderson was awe-
some. We knew that he had 
that in him. He was really 
good once he settled in on 

Wednesday against Zions-
ville, and he was really good 
today,” Cherry said. “We 
couldn’t find barrel. I think 
(Jase) Ruggles squared him 
up in the fifth but hit it right 
at a defender. (Jack Brown) 
had his in the seventh, and 
(Benjamin) Hammond had 
his, but Fero made an un-
believable catch. Stinks, but 
it’s kind of this sectional.”

The fourth different team 
to win Sectional 8 since 
2021, Westfield plated its 
decisive run in the bottom 
of the fifth off a two-out RBI 
single by junior Drew Law, 
which erased Fishers’ Gavin 
Kuzniewski’s shutout bid.

Kuzniewski carried a 
no-hitter over the first three 
innings and finished with 
three hits allowed, six strike-
outs, a walk and two hit bat-
ters. 

The Shamrocks spoiled 
the Ohio State recruit’s per-
fect-game attempt in the 
bottom of the first when Law 
reached base after getting hit 
on an 0-2 count. A Brayden 
Hibler leadoff single in the 

Photo provided
The Westfield baseball team won its first sectional title since 2011 by stunning Fishers 1-0 on Monday. Ty 
Anderson pitched a no-hitter, while Nick Fero’s left field catch of a certain home run sealed the victory.

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

NoBLeSVILLe – The 
Guerin Catholic girls la-
crosse team is heading back 
to the state championship 

game.
The Golden Eagles 

reached the final of the 
Class 2A title game by beat-
ing Noblesville 18-7 at the 
Millers’ Beaver Materials 
Field on Tuesday. Guerin 

Catholic will go for its third 
consecutive state champi-
onship Saturday, with the 
championship game also 
taking place at Beaver Field.

The Millers scored the 
game’s first goal, with Lydia 
Dumas scoring off a Chloe 
Barnett assist. But the Gold-
en Eagles took over after 
that, pouring in five goals 
over a five-minute span to 
lead 5-1 at the end of the 

first quarter.
Guerin Catholic then put 

in eight goals in the second 
period for a 13-3 halftime 
lead. Caroline Ford scored 
three of those goals; she also 
added a first-quarter score 
for four goals overall.

“I was impressed with 
our girls today,” said Golden 
Eagles coach Joe Bellflower. 

Photos by Mike Navarro
(ABOVE LEFT) Guerin Catholic’s Caroline Ford (34) scored four goals for the Golden Eagles during 
their state semifinal win over Noblesville on Tuesday. Pictured at right is Alex Soucie (13), who scored 
three goals. (ABOVE RIGHT) Noblesville’s Lydia Dumas led the Millers with three goals.

Golden Eagles win state semifinal

Girls Lacrosse

The REPORTER
Hamilton Southeastern 

won a four-team 18-hole 
match at Purgatory Golf 
Club on Tuesday.

The Royals scored 287, 
with Zionsville second by 
totaling 295. Fishers was 
third with 317 and Heri-
tage Christian was fourth 
with 330.

Southeastern’s Matting-
ly Upchurch was the meet 

medalist, carding a four un-
der par 67. Kai Warner fol-
lowed with 72, while Nate 
Benson scored 73. Other 
HSE scores were Dane 
Starnes 75, Jordan Huxford 
78 and Aiden Huffer 83.

Tommy Klinker led 
the Tigers with 76. Sam 
Keithley and Will Major 
both scored 80s, followed by 
Lucas Brown 81, Ethan Poto 
81 and Carson Peters 83.

Royals come out on
top at four-team match

Boys Golf

The REPORTER
Westfield’s Samantha 

Brown is getting ready to 
play in the U.S. Women’s 
Open.

The Shamrocks’ state 
champion golfer and Pur-
due commit earned a spot in 
the Open – one of the major 
championships in women’s 
golf – by finishing first in the 

qualifying event at Sunset 
Country Club in St. Louis on 
May 8. Brown carded a 71-
81=152 to earn her place at 
the Open.

The tournament begins 
on May 30. Brown will tee 
off for her first round at 12:30 
p.m. and play with fellow 
Americans Sydnee Michaels 
and Savannah Vilaubi.

Shamrock Samantha 
Brown earns spot at 
U.S. Women’s Open

Girls Golf

See Lacrosse . . . Page 13

Westfield will play McCutcheon Saturday
for the Class 4A regional 4 championship.

The Shamrocks and the Mavericks
will face off at 3 p.m. at Loeb Stadium in
Lafayette. Their game follows a Class 2A
regional game between Benton Central
and rochester, which starts at 11 a.m.

bottom of the fourth broke 
up Kuzniewski’s no-hitter.

Westfield had seven base 
runners – one off an error 
in the third – and left six 
stranded with five in scoring 
position. 

Law, Hibler and Akron 
recruit Matt Drozlek each 
logged singles, while Lind-
sey’s two-out walk in the 
bottom of the fifth opened 
the door for Law’s run-scor-
ing base knock.

“We haven’t won since 
2011, so it’s been a long 
time,” Law said. “It’s really 
special. Our coach has been 
coaching for 22 years, so 
it’s a big moment for him. 
It means a lot. My heartrate 
was through the roof with all 
that adrenaline, but it was a 
special moment.”

For Westfield coach 
Ryan Bunnell, the sectional 
title marks his fourth (2008, 
’09, ’11) in his tenure and 
arguably the most memora-
ble.

“The catch in left to save 
the no-hitter and win the 
game will forever go down 
for me. Who knows what 
would have happened in ex-
tras? Just unreal,” Bunnell 
said.

“Initially off the bat, I 
didn’t think it had enough, 
but it just kept carrying. Ob-
viously, it benefited us be-
cause it gave him a chance 
to get back. We were in 
no-doubles, so he was deep 
to begin with, which gives 
him a chance, and he’s a 
plus defender. He obviously 
showed it there.”

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
https://www.joshuaherdphotography.com/
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
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Photo by Mike Navarro
The semifinals are set for the Indiana High School Lacrosse Association’s 
boys state tournament. Carmel will host Center Grove at 6:30 p.m. 
tonight in one semifinal; the Greyhounds beat Guerin Catholic 18-6 
in Saturday’s state quarterfinals. Meanwhile, Hamilton Southeastern 
travels to Cathedral to play in the other semifinal, which starts at 7 p.m. 
The Royals were 17-2 winners over Westfield Saturday in the quarters. 
Pictured for Carmel during its quarterfinal game is Evan Coulter.

Carmel & HSE each
competing in tonight’s

lacrosse state semifinals

Baseball

Photo by Mike Navarro
Guerin Catholic’s Ian Taylor scored three runs for the Golden Eagles during 
their Sectional 27 semifinal win over Shortridge Monday and hit a double 
during Guerin Catholic’s championship game with Brebeuf Jesuit.

The REPORTER
The Guerin Catholic and 

University baseball teams 
both lost in the championship 
games of their respective sec-
tionals on Monday.

The Class 3A No. 3 Gold-
en Eagles fell to Sectional 27 
host Brebeuf Jesuit 3-0. The 
Braves scored one run each in 
the second, fourth and sixth 
innings. 

Guerin Catholic had five 
hits: A double and a single 
for both Davis Wagner and 
Karson Smith, and a double 
from Ian Taylor. Tate Troxell 
pitched six innings, striking 
out seven.

In the semifinals, the 
Golden Eagles beat Shor-
tridge 24-0 in five innings. 
Grant Beard went 3-for-3 at 
the plate and drove in five 
runs, while Nolan Ratcliff hit 
a triple as part of a 2-for-2 
game. Beard hit two doubles, 
with five other players (Cu-
inn Morrow, Nate Gremel-
spacher, Ryan Zimmerman, 
Taylor and Carson Kail) each 
hitting one double.

Aiden Ochall scored four 
runs, with Taylor, Wagner 
and Gremelspacher all scor-
ing three. Gremelspacher 
went four innings for the win, 
striking out nine. Gremel-

spacher and Max Meyer 
teamed up for a no-hitter; 
Meyer threw three strikeouts 
in the fifth inning.

Guerin Catholic finished 
its season 22-7.

* * *
University’s comeback 

fell just short against Cove-
nant Christian, as the War-
riors beat the Trailblazers 
13-8 in the championship 
of Class 2A Sectional 43 at 
Sheridan.

Covenant scored seven 
runs in the top of the first 
inning. University put up 
three runs in the second 
inning: Owen Schellhase 
bunted in Ethan Cutsinger 
for the first run. Later, Jim-
my Caldwell and Schell-
hase scored when Charlie 
Ranek hit a sacrifice fly.

Schellhase stepped up 
again in the third inning, 
blasting a center field double 
with the bases loaded to bring 
in Cutsinger, Beckett Suh and 
Caldwell. With that, the Blaz-
ers had cut the Warriors’ lead 
to 7-6.

A two-run home run in the 
fifth inning gave Covenant a 
9-6 lead. University added a 
sixth inning run when Ryan 
Castetter singled in Cooper 
Cammack. But the Warriors 

scored four in the top of the 
seventh to solidify their lead. 
Caldwell doubled in Griffin 
Wright in the seventh inning 
for the Trailblazers’ final run.

Schellhase was 3-for-4, 
driving in four runs. Mark 
Hamby and Caldwell both 
hit a double.

In its semifinal game, 
University beat No. 4 Cas-
cade 9-4. Castetter doubled 
in Ranek in the third inning 
for the Blazers’ first run, then 
Caldwell smacked a double 
to bring in Cooper Burnett for 
a fourth-inning score.

The Cadets scored three 
runs in the bottom of the fifth 
to go up 4-2, but University 
came back with five runs in 
the top of the sixth. Schell-
hase tied the game with a 
two-run hit to send Burnett 
and Caldwell home. Later, 
Castetter singled in Schell-
hase and Jasper Owens, then 
Suh doubled Cutsinger home 
to give the Blazers a 7-4 lead.

Cammack doubled in 
Caldwell and Burnett in the 
seventh inning to finish the 
game. Caldwell was 3-for-
4, including two doubles. 
Castetter threw five innings 
for the win.

The Trailblazers complet-
ed their season 15-12-1.

GC & University seasons come to
end at sectional championship games

NCAA Women’s Golf

Photo provided
Noblesville graduate Caroline Whallon helped the 
University of Indianapolis women’s golf team to its third 
national championship since 2015. The Greyhounds 
beat St. Mary’s (Texas) in a playoff Saturday.

The REPORTER
Noblesville graduate 

Caroline Whallon helped 
the University of Indianap-
olis women’s golf team to 
another Division II national 
championship last week.

The Greyhounds won 
their third national title since 
2015, beating St. Mary’s 
(Texas) in a playoff Satur-
day at the Orange County 
National course in Winter 
Garden, Fla. The two teams 
were tied at 2-2 after the 
finish of match play in the 
championship match, which 
necessitated a playoff. UIn-
dy finished the playoff one 
under par to get the victory.

Whallon helped out by 
winning her final-round 
match by one stroke, mak-
ing a birdie on the 16th hole. 
Whallon is one of two fresh-
man that played on the Grey-
hounds’ first five at nationals.

Noblesville graduate helps 
UIndy team to national title

The REPORTER
The Hamilton Heights 

softball team won the Class 
3A Regional 14 champi-
onship on Tuesday, taking 
down Beech Grove 6-3 at the 
Hornets’ field.

It was a regional rematch 
between the two teams, with 
Beech Grove winning at 
the Huskies’ field last year. 
Heights got in position to re-
verse the result in the second 
inning by scoring three runs: 
Kassidy Schakel scored 
when Melanee Forrester 
drew a bases loaded walk, 
then Addie Doak blasted a 
left field double to score Hai-
ley Hall and Isabel Morrow.

A two-run home run in 
the fourth inning brought the 
Hornets back to within 3-2 

with two outs in the bottom 
of the fourth. But Heights 
held firm, as Lily Roush got 
a strikeout to end the inning, 
then retired the side 1-2-3 in 
the fifth. 

Kamryn Rhoton got the 
Huskies’ offense going in 
the sixth inning with a lead-
off home run. Beech Grove 
scored a run in the bottom 
of the sixth to cut Heights’ 
lead to 4-3, but the Huskies 
responded again with two 
runs in the top of the seventh. 
Roush’s center field hit sent 
Doak home, then Roush was 
brought in by a Hall single.

Roush retired the side 
in the seventh inning to 
clinch the win; a line out to 
Rhoton finished the game. 
Roush pitched a complete 

game, striking out seven 
and allowing only four hits. 
Meanwhile, Doak and Rho-
ton both had three hits for 
Heights, with Schakel get-
ting two hits.

This is the third regional 
championship for the Hus-
kies, who also won back-to-
back titles in 2015 and 2016. 
Heights is now 22-7 and 
added one more victory to its 
record for season wins.

Heights will play in the 
3A south semi-state at Jasper 
on Saturday. The Huskies 
take on Tri-West in the 1 p.m. 
second semifinal, after the 
first semifinal between Silver 
Creek and Gibson Southern. 
The championship game is 
set for 7 p.m., with the win-
ner going to the state finals.

Softball
Huskies shake off Beech 

Grove to claim regional title

“I expected that they would 
come out real hard. They did 
come out hard and physical. 
We just played our game 
and our girls to show up to-
day and they played really 
well.”

Gabby Deer and Alex 
Soucie both added three 
goals for GC, with Sophia 
Galvin and Jane Cline each 
scoring two. Lucy Esposi-

to, Natalie Laughon, Sarah 
Jacoby and Avery Wilson all 
scored one. Deer dished out 
three assists, while Laughon, 
Soucie, Lyrric Barnett and 
Cline each handed out one.

Dumas totaled three 
goals for Noblesville, while 
Nataley Blackburn put in 
two goals. Emma Ham-
mond and Marisha Woehler 
both scored one goal. Bar-

nett totaled two assists.
The second semifinal 

game featured Carmel and 
Zionsville. That contest was 
halfway through the first 
quarter when it was delayed 
by lightning, and eventually 
postponed to 6 p.m. Thurs-
day. The Greyhounds are 
leading 2-1; Breckin Hare 
and Sophie Mock both have 
scored one goal so far.

Lacrosse
from Page 12

https://noblesvillesports.com/
https://www.hctv1.com/
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sPorts scHedule
Wednesday, May 29

sOFtBaLL
Regional 4

Logansport at Hamilton Southeastern, 6 p.m. (resumption of postponed game)

Thursday, May 30
GOLF

Noblesville vs. Fishers and Hamilton Southeastern, 4 p.m. at Harbour Trees
Hamilton Heights vs. Plainfield and Speedway, TBD at Brickyard Crossing

Friday, May 31
GirLs traCK

State finals at Indiana University, 3 p.m.
teNNis state QUarterFiNaLs

At Carmel, noon
Floyd Central vs. Harrison

Jasper vs. South Bend St. Joseph
At Center Grove, noon

Franklin Community vs. Fort Wayne Carroll
Westfield vs. Fishers

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

Indianapolis 500 purse soars to new heights
Back-to-back winner Newgarden receives largest payout in’500’ history
Submitted by IMS

The Indianapolis 500 
purse record was shattered 
for the third year in a row af-
ter a weather-delayed 108th 
Running of the Indianapo-
lis 500 presented by Gain-
bridge, with two-time race 
winner Josef Newgarden 
of Team Penske earning 
$4.288 million from a total 
purse of $18,456,000.

After record-breaking 
payouts in 2022 and 2023, 
this is the largest purse and 
largest winner’s payout in 
the century-plus history of 
“The Greatest Spectacle in 
Racing.” The year’s aver-
age payout for NTT INDY-
CAR SERIES drivers was 
$543,000, which also ex-
ceeds last year’s average of 
$500,600.

In 2023, the Indianapolis 
500 purse was $17,021,500, 
and the year’s winner pay-
out was $3.666 million. In 
2022, the Indianapolis 500 
purse was $16,000,200, and 

the winner earned $3.1 mil-
lion. Prior to 2022, the larg-
est Indianapolis 500 purse 
was $14.4 million for the 
2008 Indianapolis 500.

Second-place finish-
er Pato O’Ward of Ar-
row McLaren took home 
$1,050,500, exceeding the 
take-home prize for last 
year’s second-place finisher.

“The Indianapolis 500 is 
the greatest race in the world, 
and this record-breaking 
purse is reflective of just 
how monumental compet-
ing in and winning at Indy 
is for these drivers,” Penske 
Entertainment President 
and CEO Mark Miles said. 
“Despite weather challeng-
es, the Month of May fea-
tured packed grandstands 
and intense on-track ac-
tion. Presenting this purse 
is the ideal end cap to an 
epic month.”

NASCAR Cup Series 
champion Kyle Larson 
earned Indianapolis 500 

Rookie of the Year honors 
for his performance during 
the Month of May. Larson, 
driving for Arrow McLaren/
Rick Hendrick, made his 
first attempt to complete 
“The Double,” by racing 
both the 108th Indianapo-
lis 500 presented by Gain-

bridge and the NASCAR 
Cup Series Coca-Cola 600. 
Larson earned a $50,000 
bonus for being named 
Rookie of the Year, adding 
to a total take-home prize of 
$178,000.

The Indianapolis 500 
purse consists of Indianap-
olis Motor Speedway and 
NTT INDYCAR SERIES 
awards, plus other designat-
ed and special awards. Purse 
awards are presented annu-
ally at the Victory Celebra-
tion, held this year at the JW 
Marriott in downtown Indi-
anapolis Monday night.

Newgarden’s purse in-
cluded a $440,000 rollover 
bonus from BorgWarner for 
earning back-to-back wins 
in the “The Greatest Spec-
tacle in Racing.” The jack-
pot increases by $20,000 
each year but has only been 
awarded one other time 
since its inception when 
Helio Castroneves won the 
Indy 500 in both 2001 and 
2002.

The next NTT INDY-
CAR SERIES race is the 
Chevrolet Detroit Grand 
Prix presented by Lear on 
Sunday, June 2 on the streets 
of Downtown Detroit. The 
race will be broadcast live 
on USA Network, Peacock 
and the INDYCAR Radio 
Network starting at noon.

Photo by Joshua Herd
Josef Newgarden received the largest payout for 
an Indianapolis 500 winner Monday night at the 
race’s Victory Banquet. Newgarden earned $4.288 
million, including a $440,000 rollover bonus for 
his back-to-back wins.

Green flag waves on Month of 
May ticket renewals for 2025
Deadline to renew is June 17; logo unveiled for 
2025 Indianapolis 500 presented by Gainbridge

Submitted by IMS
Fans weathered a four-

hour delay to witness the 
checkered flag wave for the 
108th Indianapolis 500 pre-
sented by Gainbridge and 
will never forget witnessing 
the first back-to-back winner 
in more than a two decades 
as Josef Newgarden took 
home his second win at In-
dianapolis Motor Speedway.

Race fans should race 
to renew their tickets for 
the Month of May in 2025 
– before the deadline of 
Monday, June 17 – to ensure 
they’ll be there to witness 
more unforgettable action 
at the Racing Capital of the 
World.

Fans can renew or up-
grade their Indy 500 tickets 
at ims.com/renew, by call-
ing (317) 492-6700 or by 
visiting the IMS Ticket Of-
fice. The renewal window 
will continue through Mon-
day evening, June 17, ap-
proximately 500 hours fol-
lowing the checkered flag of 
the 108th Indianapolis 500 
presented by Gainbridge.

These are the best pric-
es of the year for renewals 
and upgrades. Prices will 
increase when tickets go on 

sale this fall, and again in 
2025 before each event.

“The waving of the 
green flag is one of the most 
powerful and exciting mo-
ments in all of sports as it 
signals the start of the India-
napolis 500 in front of more 
than 330,000,” IMS Presi-
dent J. Douglas Boles said. 
“This year the green flag 
represents another important 
race as our fans race to re-
new or request seat upgrades 
by the June 17 deadline.”

The 2025 Indianapolis 
500 presented by Gainbridge 
logo is inspired by the green 
flag, which signifies the start 
of “The Greatest Spectacle 
in Racing” each year. The 
green flag was first used to 
start the field for the India-
napolis 500 in 1930 and has 
been a recognized symbol 
of the speed and exhilara-
tion of 33 cars crossing the 
Yard of Bricks on their way 
to history ever since.

The logo is the latest it-
eration of a series that began 
in 2019 with Gainbridge’s 
inaugural sponsorship. Sur-
rounded by the identifiable 
gold of the Wing & Wheel, 
the inside of the logo boasts 
a rich emerald green for the 

first time. The words “Indy 
500” are presented in the 
iconic slanted font.

The Icon Series logos 
celebrate the iconography 
of the 500-Mile Race. Since 
2019, the logo has featured 
the bricks, the checkered 
flag, the Pagoda, the win-
ner’s wreath, the famed oval 
and Victory Podium.

Fans renewing their tick-
ets to the Indianapolis 500 
and/or Sonsio Grand Prix 
Race Day also can order 
additional Month of May 
products at the lowest prices 
available during the renewal 
period. Those products in-
clude:

• Month of May practice 
and qualification day tickets

• Bronze Badges
• Indianapolis 500 Victo-

ry Celebration presented by 

Gainbridge tickets
• Miller Lite Carb Day 

tickets and concert upgrades
• Coors Lite Snake Pit 

wristbands
• Parking (including 

ADA parking) and camping 
passes

Those who take advan-
tage of the renewal period 
also will have priority for 
ticket upgrades and are el-
igible for presale offers for 
IMS and partner events.

All renewal customers 
can visit IMS.com/Renew 
for more information.

Fans who didn’t attend 
IMS during this Month of 
May but are planning to at-
tend in May 2025 can apply 
for tickets now at the low-
est prices of the year. Visit 
ims.com/apply for more 
information.

Graphic provided by IMS Photo provided
Hamilton Heights senior Sam Dawson has 
signed a letter of intent to play basketball for the 
University of Saint Francis Cougars in Fort Wayne. 
Dawson (seated) is pictured with Sam Haymaker, 
Mary Ann Haymaker, and Jim Dawson.

Submitted
Sam Dawson, Hamilton 

Heights senior, has signed 
a letter of intent to play bas-
ketball for the University of 
Saint Francis in Fort Wayne 
this fall. The University of 
Saint Francis is a member of 
the Crossroads League and 
a NAIA athletic institution. 
He is the son of Mary Ann 
and Sam Haymaker and Jim 
Dawson.

“I liked the small school 
environment,” said Sam 
Dawson, after his visit to the 
University of Saint Francis 
campus. “I really like the uni-
versity’s values and focus on 
faith. After meeting with the 
coaches and team, I knew 
that this is where I wanted to 
be.” Dawson plans to study 
business administration and 
finance and pursue an MBA 
to seek a career as a surgical 
sales representative.

Dawson has been pas-
sionate about basketball 
since the time he first picked 
up a basketball around the 
age of five. He played year-
round as a member of the 
Hamilton Heights Huskies 
basketball team and AAU. 
He said lots of hard work, 
practice, and playing on both 
teams was a great experience 
that helped prepare him for 
the opportunity to play col-
lege basketball.

Dawson, the recipient 
of the John & Deliah Lewis 
Award and Hugh O’Bry-
an Leadership Presidential 
Award, also participated in 
Unified Football and Uni-
fied Track. He is as strong in 
the classroom as he is on the 
court. He is an officer with 
the National Honor Society, 
is a HOBY Youth Leadership 
Ambassador, serves on the 
Hamilton Heights Athletic 

Council, a Peer Mentor for 
sixth-grade students, Cadet 
Teacher, and member of the 
Cicero Christian Church.

He credits his parents for 
their support and influence in 
his development as a student 
athlete. “They have taken me 
all over for lessons, games, 
camps, etc.,” he added. “They 
have always supported me 
and my dream to play basket-
ball. I also appreciate for all 
the help from Coach Balleng-
er as well as my trainers and 
teammates over the years.”

“I am really excited for 
Sam to get the opportunity 
to continue his basketball ca-
reer,” said Chad Ballenger, 
Head Varsity Boys Basket-
ball Coach, Hamilton Heights 
High School. “He has worked 
as hard as any player in our 
program over the years to give 
him an opportunity to play at 
the next level. His senior year 
he faced some adversity early 
in the season with a broken 
wrist. He rehabbed hard and 
was able to come back, but it 
definitely had an impact on 
how he played. But he stayed 
committed to his team and 
teammates to finish the year. I 
am looking forward to watch-
ing him grow and flourish as 
a player at the next level.”

“We are very excited for 
Sam and the opportunity he 
has to continue his basket-
ball career at the next level,” 
added Kurt Ogden, Ham-
ilton Heights High School 
Athletic Director. “He has 
been a model student/athlete 
at Hamilton Heights and a 
pleasure to watch the past 
four years. We wish him the 
best at the University of Saint 
Francis.”

“I am thankful for the op-
portunity to play at the next 
level,” noted Dawson.

Heights’ Dawson signs
to play basketball with

University of Saint Francis
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