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TODAY’S WEATHER

Today: Mostly to partly sunny.

Tonight: Partly cloudy.
Scattered shower and
storms in the late
evening and overnight.

HIGH: 68
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LOW: 53

Five Heights robotics teams
qualify for state champlonshlp

The REPORTER

Five robotics teams from
Hamilton Heights Middle
School (HHMS) will head to
the 2024 Indiana VEX Ro-
botics State Championship at
Lucas Oil Stadium after suc-
cessfully qualifying at various
competitions held earlier this
season.

This is the seventh year
in a row that HHMS has sent
multiple teams to the state-lev-
el competition. In fact, HHMS
will have one of most teams
represented in the state compe-
tition of all the school corpora-
tions that qualified.

The Indiana VEX Robotics
State Championship is the larg-
est state robotics competition
in the nation, with 350 robotics
teams from elementary, mid-
dle, and high schools across

See Robotics . . . Page 2
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The Hamilton Heights Middle School Robotics Team is 35 members strong with five
teams advancing to the Indiana VEX Robotics State Championship on Saturday,
March 23 at Lucas Oil Stadium.

Noblesville fire fighters recognized
at banquet for the1r bravery & service

The REPORTER

Last Saturday, members of
the Noblesville Fire Depart-
ment, Mayor Chris Jensen, Dep-
uty Mayor Matt Light, Public
Safety Director Chad Knecht,
members of the City Council,
and other esteemed guests gath-
ered for the 12th annual Nobles-
ville Fire Fighters Awards and
Recognition Banquet.

This event was a testament
to the dedication and bravery of
the city’s firefighters, who were
recognized for their exceptional
service to the community and
outstanding performance while
on the job.

The success of the event
was made possible through the
invaluable contributions from
several generous sponsors, in-
cluding ProTeam Tactical Per-
formance, Riverview Health,
Noblesville Common Council,
Hoosier Fire, Indiana Mad Ants,
PointBlank Nutrition, Randall
& Roberts Funeral Home, In-

Photo provided

Six men were awarded with a Unit Citation for their bravery in an apartment fire. They
are pictured here with Mayor Chris Jensen and Assistant Chief Uriah Eddingfield.
(From left) Mayor Jensen, FF/EMT David Burkhalter, FF/EMT Harrison Collins, FF/EMT
Zach Knutson, Lieutenant Mike Durall, Engineer Caleb Nicley, FF/PM Ben Issacs, and
See more photos on Page 4 and at ReadTheReporter.com.

Assistant Chief Eddingfield.

diana Restoration and Cleaning
Services, Harbour Manner, and
PennCare.

Noblesville District

Vice-President Travis Lee wel-
comed guests and Erik Sablan
of The Brick Room Comedy
club provided entertainment.

Local 4416 President Jim Butts
emceed the awards presentation.

See NFD...Page4

Rotary Club of Carmel demonstrates commitment
to “Service Above Self” w1th STEM kits for students

The REPORTER

The Rotary Club of Carmel
reaffirmed its dedication to serv-
ing the community through its
recent volunteer activity at The
STEM Connection.

True to the Rotary’s motto
of “Service Above Self,” mem-
bers of the club came together
to pack STEM kits for children,
enriching their educational ex-
periences and fostering a love
for science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics.

The STEM Kkits, meticulously
assembled by Carmel Rotarians,
are designed to inspire young
minds and encourage exploration
in the realms of science and tech-
nology. These kits will be distrib-
uted to children in the commu-
nity, ensuring access to valuable
educational resources beyond the

confines of the classroom.
Highlighting the Rotary
Club of Carmel's commitment
to community service is the
generous contribution of Julie
Standish, a dedicated Carmel
Rotarian and former owner of
CompuChild, a national fran-
chise company specializing in
STEM education for children.
Leveraging her expertise and
passion for STEM education,
Standish donated a portion of
her former company's invento-
ry to The STEM Connection,
furthering the Rotary Club's
mission to support educational
initiatives in the community.
“We are immensely proud
of the unwavering dedication of
our members to the principle of
service above self,” Rotary Club
of Carmel President Arnold El-

ston said. “Through initiatives
like the STEM kit packing event
and the generous donation from
Julie Standish, we continue to

Photo provided
(From left) Carolyn Shaw, Stanley Lebron, Kay Brunson,
Vera Vander Kooy, Beth Sexton, Julie Standish, Gregg
Harris, Gary Sexton, and Yvette Schubert.

make a positive impact on the
lives of children.”

See Rotary .. .Page 3

COVID cuts

March 2020. Just
four short years ago.
A time we’d all like to
forget.

It was the month
that kicked off all the

COLUMNIST

madness. Just not the |f==" L

type of March Madness ||> =y

I typically enjoy. But, T

instead, a season of Forty-something

relentless kicks in the in Fishers
—

crotch that still have
some people triple masked while alone in
the car to this very day.

That’s right, it was the kickoff of COVID
shutdowns.

And to me, the most horrifying of all the
shutdowns was the barber shops. My head
just hasn’t been the same since.

None of us knew at the time how long
it all would last. As the days turned into
weeks, I was looking more and more like a
shorter, way less muscular, way way less fa-
mous and way way way less dreamy Jason
Momoa. I needed a haircut, and I needed it
fast. The problem was my barber was still
closed down.

That’s when I heard those terrifying
words from my wife, Megan, that still give
me the night sweats: “I’ll do it. How hard
can it be?”

I knew there was no way out of this. |
still was holding out hope that everything
would be opening back up soon, so I just
said, “Ok, but just a trim. Use the electric
trimmers to do my neckline and around my
ears.” Surely, this was a simple task.

See Cuts . . . Page 2

Gaylor Electric ranks
nationally on ABC’s
list of top-performing
construction contractors

The REPORTER

Gaylor Electric has been nationally
recognized by the Associated Builders
and Contractors (ABC) as a top per-
former in the construction industry.

This coveted
list contains con-
tactor members
who are commit-
ted to executing
the country’s most
innovative, quali-
ty-driven, and safe
projects across the
country ranked by
hours worked.

To be eligible, Top Performers
must demonstrate world-class safety
performance and construction process.
One must achieve Gold status or high-
er in ABC’s Safety Training Evalua-
tion Process (STEP) Management Sys-
tem, which ensures the contractor is six
times safer than the national average.
Gaylor Electric has continuously re-
ceived the highest acknowledgment,
Diamond level STEP Certification.
Through STEP, the contractor must
also be an Accredited Quality Contrac-
tor (AQC) certified. The prestigious
AQC publicly recognizes and hon-
ors those who have documented their
commitment to quality, safety, talent
management, craft and management
education, and community relations.

“Our dedication to safety transcends
industry norms, demonstrating our gen-
uine care for people,” Gaylor Electric
Chuck Goodrich said. “We consistently
prioritize delivering work with a focus
on safety, profitability, and ethics, plac-
ing us at the forefront of the construc-
tion industry. This national recognition
as an ABC Top Performer is a testament
to our commitment to the well-being of
our teams and those we serve.”

Goodrich

See Gaylor . . . Page 3
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(From left) Husky drivers Kaelynn Fidler, llliana Bowyer, Camden Millikan, and Wyndham Jung from
Teams 214A and 214D in competition at the Kalahari Signature Event earlier this year in Sandusky, Ohio.

the state competing. Teams
are eligible to compete by
winning a state-qualifying
award at a local competi-
tion. HHMS teams quali-
fied at the regular season
tournaments earlier in the
school year. They did so
by winning Teamwork
Challenges and Excellence
Awards at area events.

“Our team members are
some of the most dynamic
students you’ll ever meet,”
HHMS Robotics Teacher
and Robotics Coach Lacy
Bowyer said. “They put in
the work every day and are
highly skilled at what they
do. They research what
works and are always mak-
ing modifications to stay

competitive. 1 couldn’t be
more proud to be leading
this group of engineers.”
The best of the state’s
robotics competitors will
be on display and Heights
returns to showcase its
teams’ talents at the event
on the largest stage Indi-
ana has to offer. The Indi-
ana VEX Robotics State

Championship takes place
on Saturday, March 23 at
Lucas Oil Stadium in India-
napolis and is free and open
to the public.

The public is encouraged
to show support by help-
ing cheer on the Hamilton
Heights Middle School teams
at the Indiana VEX Robotics
State Championship.

GRANTE & MORE

= Grant Research

* Proposal Writing
* Planning

* Other Fundraising

Your Road To Fundraising Success!

(317) 750-1204

www.greenavenue.info « amys@greenavenue.info

NOBLE

IN PERSON
ONLINE

BY PHONE

PC

YOUR ONE-STOP DESTINATION IN WOBLESYILLE FOR ALL THINGS COMPUTER-RELATED IS HERE! DIVE INTO A
HASSLE-FREE TECH EXPERIENCE WITH US, WHERE YOUR PC AND MAC PROBLEMS FIND SWIFT SOLUTIONS!

“We're not just tech support; we're
your neighbors, providing top-tier
solutions that have heen celebrated
by our community and beyond!”

Nik Roberts / Owner

CHECK OUT OUR 100+ 5-STAR REVIEWS ON GOOGLE

Once you take charge, there's

NO GOING BACK

ID.4 Electric SUV

What 1 didn’t realize
was she apparently had nev-
er in her life used, picked
up, touched, looked at or
even breathed on electric
clippers. She didn’t realize
there were different length
settings or that the one she
was holding, and moving
swiftly toward my head,
was on the lowest setting
for the purpose of trimming
around ears and necklines.

She thought she’d just
go ahead and give it a quick
test buzz around my tem-
ple area, not realizing that
the purpose of clippers is
to cut hair. The next thing
I heard was a deafening
zzzrrrpp and felt cold met-
al on a new bare spot on
my head. 1 jumped out of
the chair and vomited out,
“What just happened?”

No response. Not good.

I quickly decided this
little experiment was done
for the day and sprinted to
the closest mirror. My fears
were realized. | was now a
shorter, less muscular, less
famous, less dreamy Jason
Momoa meets a taller, more
muscular, still less famous,
but hopefully more dreamy
Elmer Fudd. It was a good
thing I’m a hat guy.

As COVID continued on,
I eventually had to relent to

Up to $13,000 in Lease Bonus Cash

*For well-qualified customers leasing through Volkswagen Credit. See dealer for details.
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TOM WOOD |[14701 Tom Wood Way Noblesville, IN 46060 ¢ 317.853.4552

x'/ Volkswagen
NOBLESVILLE
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Thanks to COVID, Tim (above left) and Pat (above
right) now get the At-Home Special for their hairdos.

full haircuts from my beau-
tiful bride. And since, ap-
parently, free is way cheaper
than not free, [’ve been get-
ting “Wife Cuts” ever since.

Once my son, Pat, was
old enough to start getting
his haircut, we changed
that title to “Mom Cuts”,
because I wasn’t going to
suffer alone. It was his turn.
I’ve even joined in on the
fun of cutting his hair. I kind
of took over, so now his
haircut is just called “Dad-
dy’s Revenge.”

In all fairness to the love
of my life, she has gotten
a lot better at chopping the
cowlick-infested mop on
my head. And I’'m proud of
her for taking on the chal-
lenge. She did something
that she excels at ... she
took a difficult situation and
found a way to make it bet-
ter. And that’s why Pat and
I love her. My daughter,
Mary, loves her for different
reasons since Megan won’t
trust herself to cut her hair.

The moral of the story is

.. Don’t worry if your bar-
ber isn’t experienced. She’ll
get better. Until then, just be
a hat guy.

Tim Rathz can be
reached at 40somethingin-
fishers@gmail.com. Follow
on Facebook or Instagram.

Next To The

New Costco

on 146t St.

TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

PRrEWAIL

Adwocaine for Vieuims of Crime & 40w |nlividually packaged snacks ¢ Lysol * Hand Sanitizer ¢ Disinfecting wipes

To help Hamilton County families affected by domestic violence and abuse, you can drop off the following items at
Tom Wood Volkswagen, 14701 Tom Wood Way, Noblesville:


https://prevailinc.org/
https://www.tomwoodvolkswagen.com/
mailto:40somethinginfishers%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:40somethinginfishers%40gmail.com?subject=
https://tinyurl.com/2ctjercm
https://www.instagram.com/40somethinginfishers
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://noble-pc.com/
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ROTARY

from Page 1

The Rotary Club of Car-
mel remains steadfast in
its commitment to serving
the community, embodying
the spirit of altruism and
compassion that defines the
organization  worldwide.
As advocates for positive

change, Carmel Rotarians
are poised to continue their
efforts in supporting educa-
tional initiatives and foster-
ing a brighter future for all.
For more information
about the Rotary Club of
Carmel and its ongoing

. Photo provided
(From left) Vera Vander Kooy, Cathy Duda, Ruth Wolff, and Julie Standish.

community service initia-
tives, please visit carmel-
rotary.com or contact ro-
taryarn@outlook.com. To
learn more about The STEM
Connection and how to
support their mission, visit
thestemconnection.org.

GAYLOR

from Page 1
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Photo provided by Gaylor Electric

Gaylor Electric has continuously earned ABC’s Diamond Level STEP
Certification for its world-class safety performance and construction process.

Bryan Feller, Vice Pres-
ident of Safety, highlighted
the importance of instilling
a safety-focused culture
among our professionals.

“Developing a culture of
safety requires like-mind-
ed leadership,” Feller said.
“Each one of us assumes a
leadership role in promoting
safety, embodying it in ev-
ery action and aspect of our
work. Safety culture neces-
sitates the active participa-
tion of everyone at Gaylor
Electric.”

Click here to see the full
list of top performers.

About ABC

Associated Builders and
Contractors is a national
construction industry trade
association established in
1950 that represents more
than 21,000 members.
Founded on the merit shop
philosophy, ABC and its 69
chapters help members de-
velop people, win work and
deliver that work safely, eth-
ically and profitably for the
betterment of the commu-
nities in which ABC and its
members work. Learn more

\ V 4 |
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The Highest Performlng National Contractor of Excellence

YABC

Associated Builders and Contractors

at abc.org.
About Gaylor Electric

Gaylor Electric delivers
on its Cornerstone of Reli-
able Resources, Outcomes,
Insights and Genuine Care
for People; dedicated to In-
novation, Quality and being
Measurement-Centric ~ ac-
countable. The organization
is comprised of multiple
national production and in-
novation-driven  locations
that provide innovative
industry expertise, and cli-

ent-focused solutions. As
the Highest Performing
National Contractor of Ex-
cellence, Gaylor Electric of-
fers design-build electrical
construction, 24/7 on-de-
mand electrical support,
and utility service. Gaylor
Electric’s teams provide an
unparalleled commitment to
cultivating strong business
relationships, resulting in
continued client loyalty na-
tion-wide. Visit Gaylor.com
for more information.
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For one week each month this year, The Hamilton
County Reporter is giving young artists at local schools
the chance to design the banner at the top of the first
three pages in Hamilton County’s Hometown Newspaper.

This Week
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winning artis on Pages 1,283 /

Next month, winning artists from another Hamilton County school
| will be featured in the pages of The Hamilton County Reporter.

- Please support the sponsors

2\ '
\77,/) TOM WOOD | “piigpar
" Volkswagen Sponsors:
NOBLESVILLE | giHiller
Emily Pearson

If you would like to
help encourage young
artist by sponsoring
this contest as
either an individual
or a business, call
765.365.2316
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WHS SOS CLUB & LIONS FOUNDATION

8am-10am at the WHS Main Cafeteria
$8 for adults, $5 under 12, & free for 2 and
under
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https://thestemconnection.org/

4 News

NFD

The following fire fight-
ers were recognized for their
acts:

* Letters of Commen-
dation — Deputy Fire Mar-
shall Brian Lott, Lt. Josh
Small, FF Cort Christy

* Unit Citations — FF
Joe Bertka, FF/Paramedic
Ryan Haboush, Eng/Para-
medic Chad Hatfield, EDO
Nate Smith, Lt./Paramedic
Eric Harris, Eng. Dave Hol-
loway, FF Shawn McRae,
FF/Paramedic Pat Perry, FF
Lars Werner, Lt. Mike Du-
rall, Eng./Paramedic Caleb

Nicl FF Zach Knut Photos provided
FI;C eDyéVid Blill‘(;(haltel}l SISE} (ABOVE LEFT, from left) Mayor Chris Jensen, Fire Fighter of the Year FF/EMT David Burkhalter, Assistant Chief Uriah Eddingfield,

and FF/EMT Lars Werner. (ABOVE RIGHT, from left) Mayor Chris Jensen, Officer of the Year Division Chief Joe Scheumann,
Assistant Chief Uriah Eddingfield, and Lieutenant Luke Turner.

from Page 1

Paramedic Ben Isaacs, FF
Harrison Collins, Lt. Eric
Giegerich, Eng./Paramed-
ic Ben Asbury, Cpt. Tan-
ner Howard, FF/Paramedic
Brittany Bolden, FF Ryan
Rector, Eng. Ray Bramble,
FF Skyler Finnerty, and Cpt.
Brett Etherington

* Excellence in Train-
ing — Lt. Eric Giegerich

* EMS Provider of the
Year — FF/Paramedic Alex
Casselman

* Fire Fighter of the
Year — FF David Burkhalter

* Officer of the Year —
Division Chief Joe Scheu-
mann

* The Chief Kenneth
L. Gilliam Leadership Photos prowded
Award — EMS Duty Officer (ABOVE LEFT, from left) Mayor Chris Jensen, Letters of Commendation recipient Deputy Fire Marshal Brian Lott, and Assistant Chief
Nate Smith Uriah Eddingfield. (ABOVE RIGHT, from left) Letters of Commendation winners Lieutenant Josh Small and FF/EMT Cort Christy.

Photos provided
(ABOVE LEFT, from left) Mayor Chris Jensen, EMS Provider of the Year FF/PM Alex Casselman, Assistant Chief Uriah Eddingfield, and Community
Paramedic Dennis Parker. (ABOVE CENTER, from left) Mayor Chirs Jensen, Assistant Chief Uriah Eddingfield, Excellence in Training Award winner
Lieutenant Eric Giegerich, and FF/EMT Lars Werner. (ABOVE RIGHT, from left) Mayor Chris Jensen, Kenneth L. Gilliam Leadership Award winner FF/PM
Nate Smith, Assistant Chief Uriah Eddingfield, and Captain Tanner Howard.

Photos provided

(ABOVE LEFT, from left) Unit Citation Award winners FF/PM Brittany Bolden, Engineer Ray Bramble, and FF/EMT Ryan Rector, and Captain Brett Etherington.
(ABOVE RIGHT) Ladder 72 was awarded a Unit Citation. (From left) Lieutenant Eric Giegerich, Captain Tanner Howard, and Engineer Ben Asbury.

Photos provided
(ABOVE LEFT, from left) Unit Citation Award winners FF/PM Ryan Haboush, Engineer Chad Hatfield, and FF/PM Nate SmithEddingfield. (ABOVE RIGHT,
from left) Unit Citation Award winners Lieutenant Eric Harris and FF/EMT Lars Werner.

. Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesd
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday March 22
Gordon Bonham
Reservations Recommended”

' 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

I.-_M.BJ usicjAyRasto)l allanoe

RESTAURANT

Live Music March 15 - Booze Hounds
Open Mic Tuesdays
1-10 p.m.
Trivia Wednesdays
I 1:30-9:30 p.m.
Keyhoardist
o Dave Lowe every
Thursday 6-9 p.m.

17419 Suite C, Carey Rd., Westfield
317.867.0397
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Bien Mexicana
150 S Peru St, Cicero ="
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https://www.patsyspubwestfield.com/
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News

Can’t sleep? Hargrove &
Moochie are on the cae!

Photos provided by Noblesville Schools
Noble Crossing Elementary’s school resource officer (SRO) Sergeant Mike Hargrove has
authored two books for the children at his school. The books feature his pet bearded dragon
Moochie and focus on dealing with big emotions and getting a good night’s sleep. Hargrove
and Moochie visited with all classes in the school last week to share the books. Noblesville
Schools SROs are valued members of the school community, serving as educators and mentors
in addition to physically protecting their buildings.

Carmel students advance to semifinals
in Global Youth Investment Competition

The REPORTER

Six Carmel High School
students have distinguished
themselves in the top 50
of Wharton Global Youth
Investment Competition,
organized by Wharton
School of the University of
Pennsylvania.

Comprised of six CHS
juniors — Siddarth Chava-
li, Yizhong Li, Jason John,
Evan Witter, William Spen-
ce, and Richard Geng —
their team represents only
one of the 25 teams from
the United States. The re-

Our Team

UNREAL
INVESTMENTS

Team Contact unrealinvestmentsOi@gmail com

maining of the teams se-
lected are comprised of stu-
dents from Canada, UAE,
India, China, Singapore,
and other countries.

The Wharton Global
High School Investment
Competition is a free,
experiential investment
challenge for high school
students in ninth through
12th grades. Students work
in teams of four to seven,
guided by a teacher as their
advisor, and have access
to an online stock market

simulator and learn about
strategy-building,  team-
work, communication, risk,
diversification, company
and industry analysis, and
many other aspects of in-

vesting.
The Carmel student
team attributes its suc-

cess to collaborative de-
cision-making, strong
problem-solving skills,
and innovative investment
strategies.

“We are grateful for the

Graphic provided

nals representing our high
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Fishers Fire Chief
Steven Orsua set
to retire this year

By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

The chief of the Fishers
Fire Department will be
“retiring this year,” Mayor
Scott Fadness announced
Monday.

In a post on
the social plat-
form called X,
Fadness said
Steve Orusa in-
formed him of his
decision to leave
the job. Orusa
will stay on until a
transition is com-
pleted sometime before late
fall, the mayor said

Orusa has worked in law
enforcement and fire ser-
vice positions for 40 years.
He joined the Fishers Fire
Department in May 2011.
He was instrumental add-
ing emergency services and
a paramedicine program to
the fire department, and in
creating the Fishers Health
Department  during  the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Orusa

Part of Fadness’ so-
cial media post said, “In
the months to come, there
will be a change in our
Fire and Emergency Ser-
vices Department. But
we’ve always leaned into
opportunities to
change to make
us better, more
efficient, & serve
the community. I
look forward to
supporting Chief
Orusa’s transi-
tion to retire-
ment.”

Prior to be-
coming Fishers fire chief,
Orusa helped lead the op-
erations planning for Su-
per Bowl XLVI in 2012 in
Indianapolis and served as
incident commander for the

Henryville, Ind., tornado
that hit March 2, 2012.
* k%

This story was origi-
nally published by WISH-
TV at wishtv.com/news/
local-news/fishers-mayor-
fire-chief-to-resign.

SHOWCASE YOUR

BRAND

317.844.6629

TRADESHOW BUNDLES
STARTER ¢ PLUS - PREMIUM

school, our local commu-
nity, and our country, we
are dedicated to advancing
further in pursuit of our suc-
cess. Our determination and
our honor are unwavering.”

opportunity to showcase
our talents on an interna-
tional platform,” Coordina-
tor/Team Leader Siddarth
Chavali said. “As our team
progresses to the semifi-

Thanks for reading
The Reporter!

FEINSTEIN'S

ABHBHOTEL CARMICHAEL

MADDIE POPPE

MARCH [7 & 18

Hotel Carmichael proudly welcomes the

American Idol champion as she takes
center stage at Feinstein's!

Visit FeinsteinsHC.com to purchase tickets.


https://www.feinsteinshc.com/events/carmel/maddie-poppe
https://www.alphagraphics.com/us-indiana-carmel-us605
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/fishers-mayor-fire-chief-to-resign
https://fire.fishersin.gov/
https://fire.fishersin.gov/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/fishers-mayor-fire-chief-to-resign
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/fishers-mayor-fire-chief-to-resign
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/fishers-mayor-fire-chief-to-resign
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com/

Photo provided by

Hoosier Road Elementary students
help break new ground on Fishers
Commumty Center at ]ohnson Farm

The REPORTER

The City of Fishers
broke ground on the Fishers
Community Center at John-
son Farm on Tuesday. The
105,000 square-foot recre-
ation facility will be the first
of its kind in Fishers and lo-
cated on Hoosier Road near
121st Street.

The groundbreaking in-
cluded remarks from Mayor
Scott Fadness and project
stakeholders. Special guests
included Hoosier Road Ele-
mentary students who helped
to break ground on the new
facility, as well as Art John-
son, whose family farmed
the land for generations.

The new community
center was created based
on resident input during a
public outreach campaign
beginning in 2021. Nearly
3,500 residents completed
a survey to share the ameni-
ties they most desired in this
facility. Top items like a dog
park, indoor playground, in-

Photo provided by City of Fishers

Students from Hoosier Road Elementary School took part in the ceremony.

door walking/running track,
and aquatics facility were
included in the design.

The Center will offer
both memberships and day
passes with discounts for
Fishers residents, while fea-
turing free amenities acces-

sible to both residents and
non-residents, including a
large indoor playground, in-
door track for walking and
running, and a café oper-
ated by Sahm's Hospitality
Group.

The Center will also be

the new home of the Fishers
Health Department, as well
as Outside the Box’s adult
day program to support indi-
viduals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.
Learn more at fishersIN.
gov/CommunityCenter.

Need pointers on
finishing your book?

Submitted

Award-winning Nobles-
ville author Larry Sweazy
can help aspiring novelists
stop procrastinat-
ing and finally
finish those writ-
ing projects.

During a free
workshop on
March 16 spon-
sored by the
Woman’s  Press
Club of Indiana
(WPCI) Educa-
tion Fund, Swea-
zy will share proven tips and
strategies for finishing proj-
ects as well as ideas about
time management, building
a writer’s toolbox, and how
to live life as a writer.

“The hardest part for
writers of fiction first novels
is finishing what they start,”
Sweazy said. “Great ideas
tire out. Real life gets in the
way. Doubt overtakes the
dream.”

Participants are urged
to bring pen, paper, and be
prepared to write during the
interactive workshop.

Sweazy is the criti-
cally acclaimed, multi-
ple-award-winning author
of 19 novels, one short sto-
ry collection, and 40 short
stories, including the Trusty
Dawson, U.S. Deputy Mar-
shal Westerns, the Sonny
Burton series, the Josiah
Wolfe Westerns, and the
Marjorie Trumaine Mys-
teries.

The workshop will be
held from 11 a.m. to 12:30

Sweazy

p-m. on Saturday, March 16
in the small auditorium at
the College Avenue Library
Branch, 4180 N. College
Ave., Indianap-
olis. While the
workshop is free,
space is limited,
so save a seat by
emailing becky-
killian@ymail.
com by 6 p.m.
Friday, March 15.
The same email
can be used by
participants  to
request more information
about the workshop.

This event is not spon-
sored by the Indianapolis
Public Library, so all res-
ervations and requests for
information must be sent to
WPCI contacts.

The Woman’s Press
Club of Indiana Education
Fund is the nonprofit arm of
the Woman’s Press Club of
Indiana, which was estab-
lished in 1913 by women
who sought representation
in their newsrooms and or-
ganizations as well as at the
Indiana State Legislature.

Today, WPCI is one of
the oldest continuously op-
erating journalism organi-
zations in the state. It also
is a founding affiliate of the
National Federation of Press
Women. Its diverse mem-
bership works in many areas
of the new media landscape,
from editing and writing to
broadcast to public relations
and marketing. Learn more
at wpcindiana.org.

Thanks for reading!

Member

QAL BOUTING
LENDER

5.50

*CD Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is current as of this issue and subject to change at any time. *CD APY assumes that interest

7 Month

VL

APY*

APPLIES TO NEW DEPOSITS ONLY.

American Bank of Freedom. Member FDIC.

14611 N. Gray Road
Westfield, IN 46062
(463) 622-2930

American Bank

of Freedom &=

www.americanbankoffreedom.bank
NMLS#409183

Certificate of Deposit Specials

18 Month

35.33

remains on deposit until maturity. Minimum deposit of $1,000.00 to open this account. Minimum balance requirement of $1,000.00
to earn interest. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Contact your local branch to learn more.

Stop by or call your local branch today to learn more!

Yo

APY*



https://www.americanbankoffreedom.bank/
mailto:beckykillian%40ymail.com?subject=
mailto:beckykillian%40ymail.com?subject=
mailto:beckykillian%40ymail.com?subject=
http://www.wpcindiana.org/
http://fishersin.gov/CommunityCenter
http://fishersin.gov/CommunityCenter

TOTAL
SOLAR

ECLIPSE
2024

THE SKIES ALIGN FOR A SPECTACULAR SHOW
IN HAMILTON COUNTY ON APRIL 8, 2024

Get ready to be mesmerized by a celestial masterpiece as the communities of Carmel, Fishers,
Noblesville, Westfield and the Northern Towns become the perfect stage for the Total Solar Eclipse,
when the moon gracefully dances in front of the sun and casts its shadow across the landscape.

Witness the magic of the cosmos with friends and family at official viewing locations like Carmel Civic
Square, Conner Prairie, Cool Creek Park, Grand Park Sports Campus, Ruoff Home Mortgage Music
Center and Strawtown Koteewi Park.

Grab your Eclipse glasses, set up your cameras and join Hamilton County in this celestial celebration—
it’s guaranteed to be an unforgettable experience!

THE SKY WILL BEGIN TO CHANGE AROUND
1:50 P.M. WITH TOTALITY AT 3:06 P.M.

Hamilton County is in the narrow path of totality for the Total Solar Eclipse.
These communities will be some of the best places to experience
prime views of the epic event.

Arcadia 3m 6s Fishers 3m 39s > 2
Atlanta 2m 56s Noblesville 3m 27s Y]'S]'t
Carmel 3m 29s Sheridan 2m 51s hamllton
Cicero 3m 15s Westfield 3m 19s

.county
indiana

VisitHamiltonCounty.com/Eclipse

OF INDY



http://visithamiltoncounty.com/Eclipse

Westfield Young
Professionals create
leadership summit

The REPORTER

The Westfield Young
Professionals Council has
created a one-of-a-kind
leadership  sum-
mit for Young
Professionals
across Ham-
ilton County.

The con-
ference  is
open to any-
one who lives
or works in
Hamilton County
who is looking to sharp-
en their skills, network, and
grow personally and profes-
sionally. The $60 all-inclu-
sive cost per person includes
leadership training and ma-
terials, lunch, snacks, and a

Join us

for this solar-

spectacle!

ticket to the post-conference
networking happy hour.
WYP recognizes that
taking key staff mem-
bers away from
the office for a
day is a big
ask.  That's
why WYP
has careful-
ly selected
speakers
and present-
ers they believe
will  help staff
grow, sharpen their skills,
and bring back to their com-
panies re-energized team
members ready to meet the
moment.
Click here to register
for the leadership summit.
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Meeting Notices

The Arcadia Town Council will
hold a special meeting at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, March 14, 2024, at the
Arcadia Town Hall, 208 W. Main
St., Arcadia.

The Carmel Historic Preser-
vation Commission will meet at
6 pm. on Thursday, March 14,
2024, in the Council Chambers on
the second floor of Carmel City
Hall, 1 Civic Square.

The Hamilton County Parks &
Recreation Board will meet at 6
p.m. on Monday, March 18, 2024,
at Osprey Pointe Pavilion, 19777
Morse Park Lane, Noblesville.

The Noblesville Economic
Development Council Committee
will meet at 11 a.m. on Wednes-
day, April 10, 2024, in Room
A213 at Noblesville City Hall, 16
S. 10th St.

The Carmel Fire Department
Merit Board will meet in an ex-
ecutive session at 6 p.m. on Mon-
day, March 18, 2024, pursuant to
IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(5) To discuss
a job performance evaluation of
individual employees.

A regular meeting will follow
at 6:15 p.m. or immediately after
the executive session (whichev-
er is later) on the second floor of
Carmel Fire Department, 210 Vet-
erans Way.

The Hamilton County Board
of Zoning Appeals meeting orig-
inally scheduled for Wednesday,
March 27, 2024, has been can-
celed due a lack of petitions re-
ceived for consideration.

The next meeting is set for
Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in
the courtroom on the second
floor of the Historic Court-
house.

News

Register now for Hamilton
County InterFaith Summit

The REPORTER

Good Samaritan Net-
work (GSN) will play host
to an InterFaith Summit
from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, March 26 at the
Renaissance  Indianapolis
North Hotel, 11925 N. Me-
ridian St., Carmel.

The InterFaith Summit
is free and includes entry,
complimentary continental
breakfast, and plated lunch.
Space is limited, and online
registrations are required.
The registration deadline
is Friday, March 22. Click
here to register.

“Our objective for the
day is to address significant
challenges facing Hamilton
County and its residents,”
GSN Executive Director
Nancy Chance said. “We
want to recognize our Simi-
larities and embrace our dif-
ferences, identify and con-
sider solutions, and work
together to be prepared.”

Conversations to devel-
op a plan can be more im-
portant than the plan itself.
The InterFaith Summit will
engage in dialogue and pos-
sible plans to provide care
methods for Hamilton Coun-
ty families in different areas,
such as disaster and safety,
seniors, homelessness, trans-
portation, food, and work.

All Hamilton County
churches and faith-based
organizations are encour-
aged to be represented and
engage in this extended dis-
cussion with guest speakers
and expert panel members
on challenging topics im-
pacting the community.

“The ability to bring
together Hamilton County
residents and especially the
inter-faith community to
increase awareness and en-
gagement with an eventual
outcome of being prepared
during a devastating disaster
or emergency,” Chance said,

ReadTheReporter.com/suhscrihe
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we eclipse the nearest star

“is really a return
to the grassroots
of being a caring
community.”
Chance also
said, “The event
sponsors, Gaylor
Electric — Chuck
Goodrich, Good
Samaritan ~ Net-
work of Hamilton
County, Inc., and
Victoria  Spartz,
are crucial in
making this free
event possible for
Hamilton Coun-
ty, and they de-
serve our support
for taking on this
unique event!”
The Keynote
Speaker will be former
Judge and County Coun-
cilman Steven Nation.
Judge Nation, a native of
Beech Grove, Ind., gradu-
ated from Cathedral High
School and earned a bach-
elor’s degree in political
science from Indiana Uni-
versity. Subsequently, he
obtained a degree from the
L.U. School of Law—Indi-
anapolis and served as a
Hamilton County Judge for
24 years and as a prosecu-
tor for 16 years.
Throughout his career,
Judge Nation has believed
that serving the public is a
great honor and privilege
and has inspired many oth-
ers. His unwavering commit-
ment to positively changing
the community has led him to
collaborate with like-mind-

Nation

ed individuals to
establish several
impactful organi-
zations. His ex-
tensive experience
and  dedication
to public service
make him a true
asset to the legal
profession and the
community.

Hamilton

County
Challenges
Breakout Sessions and

Panel Discussions

The summit will include
a Q&A, breakout sessions,
presentation handouts, and
panel discussion topics to
build a prepared Hamilton
County community. Panel-
ists are assembled from a
cross-section of varied local
organizations to lead the dis-
cussions, including:

* Disaster and Safety
Preparation: Shane Book-
er, Hamilton County Emer-
gency Management; Nancy
Chance, Hamilton County
C.0.AD.

* Homelessness, Hous-
ing Instability, and Un-
certainties: Andrea Davis,
H.ANN.D.; Nancy Ramsey,
Family Promise

* Mental Health Strat-

Sa?n%gﬁtan

NETWORKZ

egies and Mindful Resil-
ience: Monica Greer, Ham-
ilton County Council on
Alcohol and Other Drugs;
Holly Homan, Unlimited
Potential JRNY Counseling;
Mark Heirbrandt, Hamilton
County Commissioner; Ben
Lugar, Mental Health Officer

 Transportation Barri-
ers and Challenges: Yolanda
Kincaid, Janus Developmen-
tal Services; Gary Wagner,
Prime Life Enrichment

* Redefining Solutions
for Food Insecurities:
Nancy Chance, Good Sa-
maritan Network; Anita Ha-
gen, Hamilton County Har-
vest Food Bank; Mark Hall,
Feeding Team

 Aging Hamilton
County and Senior Care:
Lauren Guynn, Shepherd's
Center; Gary Wagner, Prime
Life Enrichment

* Hamilton County La-
bor Force Demands: Mike
Thibideau, Invest Hamilton
County

“Understanding our dif-
ferences while recognizing
our similarities and work-
ing together to be better
prepared and more resilient
as a community is critical
— especially in a disaster or
emergency,” Chance said.

Get the big picture on local
employment opportunities at

State of the Wor

The REPORTER

Invest Hamilton County
will offer its annual State of
the Workforce event on Tues-
day, March 19 as a luncheon
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
The Bridgewater Club, 3535
E. 161st.

The event is focused on
connecting local businesses
with subject matter experts
and exploring innovative solu-
tions to today’s talent chal-
lenges. The speakers will dive
into the Talent InSight 2030
projections released in Janu-
ary and how these projections
compare to national data.

“Our Talent InSight 2030
project shows that by 2030
Hamilton County is project-
ed to add over 20,000 jobs,
import more workers than
it exports, and contain an
even greater degree of oc-
cupational diversity,” Invest
Hamilton County President
& CEO Mike Thibideau said.
“Trends like these are con-
nected to macro-economic
shifts occurring within the
national, state, and local
economy. This event helps
connect those data points in

force event

a relatable way,
while also high-
lighting key pro-
grams and work-
force  initiatives
within the com-
munity.”

The event fea-
tures special guest
Susan Koehn, se-
nior  consultant
with Lightcast (formerly
EMSI-Burning Glass). She
will speak about the national
labor market and how those
same trends play out in Ham-
ilton County. Attendees will
also hear from Carrie Lively,
Executive Director of The
Pursuit Institute, the county’s
Career and Technical Edu-
cation (CTE) district, and
from Invest Hamilton Coun-
ty’s President & CEO, Mike
Thibideau.

The goal is to see the
big picture of how national
trends are becoming (or not
becoming) reality in Hamil-
ton County, where employ-
ment is projected to grow
and/or be challenged, and
how local employer commu-
nities are adapting today.

Thibideau ic

Registration
for the luncheon
is available on
Eventbrite
through  Friday,
March 15.

About Invest
Hamilton County

The Hamilton
County Econom-
Development
Corporation (dba Invest
Hamilton County) is an
economic development
organization focused on
talent attraction, retention,
development, and quality
of life initiatives through-
out Hamilton County. In-
vest Hamilto County works
with diverse and dynamic
stakeholders from through-
out the community to help
local residents, businesses,
and communities address
barriers to economic vital-
ity, and build systems that
provide every person in the
county a path to live the
best life they are capable of
living.

For more information,
visit investhamiltoncounty.
com.

A farmer

=
5

WO  aa
has misplaced some eggs and is pretty sure they
are somewhere on the Nickel Plate Express!

Come share in a little rail adventure as you roll through
Hamilton County’s northern countryside to see the trees in
bloom while enjoying a snack and a springtime story.
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Two Carmel attorneys
earn “Super Lawyer” status

The REPORTER
Carmel-based law firm

Altman, Poindexter & Wy-

att LLC announced recent-

Indiana University Robert
H. McKinney School of
Law. His areas of practice
include family law, crimi-

ly that two of its
partners, Anne H.
Poindexter and
Scot P. Wyatt,
have been named
2024 Indiana Su-
per Lawyers.
Poindexter is
a top-rated prac-
ticing  attorney
and a founding
member of Alt-

nal defense, and
general  litiga-
tion. He is mar-
ried with two
children and was
heavily involved
in scouting.
Attorneys
like Anne H.
Poindexter and
Scott P. Wyatt

man, Poindexter
& Wyatt LLC.
She completed
her undergrad-
uate studies
from Ball State
University and
graduated cum
laude from Indi-
ana  University
Robert H. McK-
inney School of Law. Her
areas of practice include
utilities, municipal law, as
well as estate/trust plan-
ning and related litigation.
She and her husband, the
Honorable Brian Poin-
dexter, live in Carmel and
have a daughter in medical
school.

Wyatt is a top-rated
practicing attorney and a
founding member of Alt-
man, Poindexter & Wyatt
LLC. He obtained his un-
dergraduate degree from
Truman State University
and his law degree from

Wyatt

are recognized
by their peers for
their outstanding
work and com-
mitment to the
spirit of the legal
profession. Their
knowledge of the
law, professional
work ethic, and
advocacy on be-
half of their cli-
ents allow them to stand
out among other attorneys
in the field.

Super Lawyers is a
rating service of outstand-
ing lawyers who have at-
tained a high degree of
peer recognition and pro-
fessional achievement.
Super Lawyers’ patented
attorney selection process
is peer-influenced and re-
search-driven,  selecting
the top 5 percent of attor-
neys to the list each year.

Learn more about Alt-
man, Poindexter & Wyatt
LLC at apwlawyer.com.

Rokita calls out lawmakers
in fight against antisemitism

Submitted

On Tuesday, the Office
of Attorney General Todd
Rokita released the follow-
ing statement:

“As 1 have
stated  through-
out the debate on
this antisemitism
bill, the law was
originally written
to protect Jewish
students in Indi-
ana K-12 schools
and  university
campuses from ruthless, an-
ti-Semitic attacks that have
increased since the horrific
slaughter of Israelis on Oc-
tober 7th.

“Indiana Senators turned
it into a toothless mess that

Rokita

allows anti-Semites to con-
tinue to cloak their discrim-
inatory hatred of Jews as
simple political disagree-
. ments directed at
Israel, not Jews.
“Then, Indi-
Represen-
tatives would
not correct the
Senate’s actions,
which  equates
hateful, anti-Se-
mitic rhetoric,
like ‘From the
River to the Sea’ to mere po-
litical speech. The Governor
should veto this compro-
mised bill to show he under-
stands that regular Hoosiers
won't compromise with
Jew-hating bigots.”

ana

New law tightens Indiana’s
ability to hold back poor
readers in third grade

By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Republican  Gov. Eric
Holcomb has signed a bill
into law that tightens poli-
cies to hold back and help
children who don’t demon-
strate reading proficiency by
third grade.

Senate Bill 1 to address
students’ decline in reading
skills was the top priority
of the Republican superma-
jority during this year’s leg-
islative session that ended
Friday.

The changes would hold
back students unless they
meet one of a few excep-
tions.

Amendments to the bill
created a policy for parents
to appeal a remediation rec-
ommendation.

Schools are bracing for
more students in the third
grade as a result of the leg-
islation, according to Chalk-

beat Indiana.

The legislative also
raised concerns among
teachers of English language
learners. Those educators
say the retention mandate ig-
nores research on language
acquisition and could violate
federal law.

More than four out of five
third graders — just under 82
percent — passed the Indiana
reading exam, the IREAD,
in 2023. However, that’s ap-
proximately the same pass
rate as in 2022 and 2021,
highlighting concerns about
Indiana students’ recovery to
pre-pandemic levels.

Chalkbeat Indiana con-
tributed to this report.

* k%

This story was origi-
nally published by WISH-
TV at wishtv.com/news/
education/new-law-tight-
ens-indianas-ability-to-
hold-back-poor-readers-in-
third-grade.

LIFETIME LEGACY LAWYERS
Podcast

https://lifetimelegacylawyers.com
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County judges appoint new magistrate
Noblesville attorney Christopher J. Evans tapped to fill vacated seat

The REPORTER

Hamilton County’s new-
est magistrate was honored
with a robing ceremony last
Thursday, March 7. Christo-
pher J. Evans was chosen to
fill the seat of Judge Andrew
Bloch, who was recently
appointed to the Hamilton
County Circuit Court bench
by Governor Eric Holcomb.

Magistrate Evans, a
graduate of Noblesville
High School, Indiana Uni-
versity, and Cooley Law
School, has been an attorney
for more than 15 years, most
recently as a partner at Dol-
lard Evans Whalin LLP.

“l am deeply honored
to have been appointed as
a magistrate in the Circuit
and Superior Courts,” Mag-
istrate Evans said. “I am ea-
ger to serve the community
that has been my home for
so many years and look for-
ward to ensuring a fair pro-
cess for all who come before
the court.”

Magistrates have duties
like judges but are not elect-
ed officials. They are hired
by judges to assist with
county caseloads.

“The Hamilton County
Judiciary is excited to wel-

Photos provided
(TOP LEFT) Magistrate Chris Evans was sworn in by Judge Andrew Bloch.
(TOP RIGHT) Evans being robed by Judges William Hughes and Stephenie
Gookins. (ABOVE LEFT) Evans with his family. (ABOVE RIGHT) Evans with
his fellow judges and magistrates.

come Chris to the bench,” “His diverse experience in foundation for the diverse
Superior Court 6 Judge many areas of law and busi- case load that will come be-
Stephenie K. Gookins said. ness will provide a good fore him.”
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/ Who's on my ballot for the
May 7, 2024 Primary Election?

Note that * indicates the candidate is the incumbent for
that office. To view precinct and district maps, please visit
hamiltoncounty.in.gov/221/Precinct-and-District-Maps.
NOTE: Candidates for precinct committeement and state
delegates will appear in upcoming editions of The Reporter.

PRESIDENT
*Joseph R. Biden, Jr. (D)
Donald J. Trump (R)

U.S. SENATE
Jim Banks (R)
Marc Carmichael (D)
Valerie McCray (D)

U.S. HOUSE, 5TH DISTRICT
Raju Chinthala (R)
Max Engling (R)
Chuck Goodrich (R)
Mark Hurt (R)
Patrick Malayter (R)
Matthew Peiffer (R)
Ryan Pfenninger (D)
Deborah A. Pickett (D)
LD Powell (R)
Larry L. Savage Jr. (R)
*Victoria Spartz (R)

GOVERNOR
Mike Braun (R)

Brad Chambers (R)
Suzanne Crouch (R)
Eric Doden (R)
Curtis Hill (R)
Jennifer G. McCormick (D)
Jamie Reitenour (R)

STATE SENATOR
District 20
*Scott A. Baldwin (R)
Joel Levi (D)

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
District 24
Bill Gutrich (R)
Josh Lowry (D)
Hunter Smith (R)
District 29
Laura L. Alerding (R)
Christopher Hartig (D)
Alaina Shonkwiler (R)
District 32
Patricia Bratton (R)
*Victoria Garcia Wilburn (D)
District 37
*Todd Huston (R)
District 39
Daniel (Danny) Lopez (R)
Matt McNally (D)
District 88
Starr Joy Hairston (D)
*Chris Jeter (R)
Stephanie Jo Yocum (D)

JUDGE, CIRCUIT COURT
*Andrew R. Bloch (R)

JUDGE, SUPERIOR COURT 1
*Michael A. Casati (R)

JUDGE, SUPERIOR COURT 6
*Stephenie K. Gookins (R)

COUNTY AUDITOR
Todd Clevenger (R)

COUNTY SURVEYOR
Gary Duncan (R)

COUNTY TREASURER
Robert (Bob) Bragg (R)
*Susan Byer (R)

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
District 2
*Steven C. Dillinger (R)
District 3
*Mark E. Heirbrandt (R)

COUNTY COUNCIL
At Large
*Brandon (Brad) Beaver (R)
Elizabeth Fouch (R)
Keely J. Gladieux (D)
*Sue Maki (R)

\ *Steven R. Nation (R) '
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IRT names winners of statewide
playwriting competition

Carmel student among six finalists of Young Playwrights in Process program

The REPORTER

The Indiana Repertory
Theatre (IRT) has named
Mei Kihara and Lucille
Ansell the winners of the
2024 Young Playwrights in
Process (YPiP), an annual
playwriting competition for
Indiana students in grades 6
through 12.

Kihara is the winner of
the high school division, and
Ansell is the winner of the
middle school division. The
winners’ work was selected
from a total of 120 entries
from around the state, with
submissions from West La-
fayette to Sellersburg.

Carmel High School
student Leon Xiang was

one of the six finalists with
the submission Nobody’s
Son, Nobody’s Daughter.
Through YPiP, the IRT
encourages middle and
high school students across
Indiana to write and create
plays that reflect and chal-
lenge their world. Over the
past five months, each play
was reviewed by a commit-
tee of theatre and writing
professionals. Twenty-five
semi-finalists were chosen
and invited to a voluntary
day-long workshop with
James Still, IRT’s Play-
wright-in-Residence, and
Richard J Roberts, Resident
Dramaturg. Following this
workshop, all 25 semi-final-

ists resubmitted their work,
and the six finalists and two
winners were chosen by
Still, Roberts, and guest ad-
visor Arora Real de Asua.

The final celebration
took place virtually last Sat-
urday to recognize the work
of the young playwrights.
During the event, both Ki-
hara’s and Ansell’s full
plays had staged readings by
professional actors. The oth-
er four finalists had a portion
of their play read. The full
list of finalists, as well as
their play titles and schools,
can be found below.

Kihara and Ansell will
each receive a $1,000 cash
prize for their short plays.

High school finalists Ella
Haynes and Leon Xiang, as
well as middle school final-
ists Nandini Kondhare and
Ronit Mengele, will each re-
ceive a $250 cash prize.

YPiP was created by
the IRT in 2005 through the
Margot L. and Robert S. Ec-
cles Trust.

Applications for next
year’s YPiP competition will
open in the fall. To stay up
to date on the latest informa-
tion, go to irtlive.com/ypip.

For more information
about YPIP and other edu-
cational opportunities, email
Education Coordinator
Anna Barnett at abarnett@
irtlive.com.

Max Engling becomes first 5*
District Congressional candidate
to pledge no new federal taxes

Submitted

Last week, Republican
candidate for Indiana’s Fifth
Congressional District Max
Engling signed the Taxpay-
er Protection Pledge.

The pledge guarantees
that as a congressman, he
will oppose any and all tax
increases. Engling is the
first candidate in this race
that has signed the pledge,

and he said he >
plans to lead by
example on this
issue.
“Hardwork-
ing  Americans
are already being
hurt by inflation

care,”  Engling
said. “The last
thing they need
is increased fed-
eral taxes. This is
your hard-earned
money, and I am
proud to be the

and the rising cost first  candidate
of living, affect- - here in the 5th
ing  everything Engling Congressional

from food to gas to health-

District to sign the Taxpay-

er Protection Pledge oppos-
ing all new taxes.”

Engling concluded by
saying, “l am committed
to eliminating the Estate
Tax and renewing Presi-
dent Trump's Tax Cuts &
Jobs Act before it expires in
2025. Thank you to Amer-
icans for Tax Reform for
continuing to champion this
important issue.”

Make a positive impact: give blood with Red Cross

The REPORTER

As spring approaches,
the American Red Cross
urges donors to give blood
now to continue to strength-
en the national blood supply.
People of all blood types —
especially those with type O
blood — are critical to ensur-
ing hospitals can meet the
daily demand for lifesaving
transfusions.

During Red  Cross
Month in March, the Red
Cross celebrates the volun-
teers and blood and platelet
donors who are critical to
ensuring those in need re-
ceive relief and care. Help
can’t wait — to book a time
to give, visit RedCross-
Blood.org, download the
Red Cross Blood Donor
App, or call 1-800-RED
CROSS.

As a thank you, all who

i

Places to purchase glasses:
» All Things Carmel

» Cicero Market

Free glasses in Westfield:

Solar eclipse viewing glasses available for pickup
during regular business hours. Glasses are free

and limited to four per family while supplies last.

» Cool Creek Park — Nature Center
» Kits & Kaboodle, Carmel
* Harbour Market, Noblesville
* Noble Eyes
(across from Hamilton Town Center)
* Noblesville Ace Hardware Store
* Noblesville Creates

Boulevard

Residents are asked to show proof of address.

* Centier Bank: 3002 State Road 32

* City of Westfield City Services: 2728 E 171st Street

+ Community First Bank: 381 South Junction Crossing
* Community First Bank: 707 East State Road 32

* Grand Park Events Center: 19000 Grand Park

* Dean Ballenger Agency: 14767 Oak Road, Suite 100

¢ The Farmers Bank: 360 Tricia Lane

» Nickel Plate Express, Hobbs Station
(on days when there are train rides)
» Market on Main, Tipton

» Schoolhouse 7 Cafe, Fishers Street

*» Westfield Fire Department: 17001 Ditch Road
* Westfield Police Department: 17535 Dartown Road
*» Westfield Washington Public Library: 333 Hoover

* Wittler Orthodontics: 534 E Main Street

arn more ahout the Total Solar Eclipse
visithamiltoncounty.com/eclipse/eclipse-prep

come to give by Sunday,
March 24 will get a $10
e-gift card to a pet supply
merchant of choice, plus a
chance to win one of five
$3,000 gift cards. Visit
RedCrossBlood.org/Pets
for details.

Additionally, the Red
Cross is teaming up with
Warner Bros. Pictures and
Legendary Pictures to cel-
ebrate the epic new film,
Godzilla x Kong: The New
Empire, and to invite do-
nors to rise together and
give blood. When donors
share their strength by giv-
ing from March 25 to April
7, they’ll get an exclusive

tal, 11700 N. Meridian St.

13100 E. 136th St.

Center Drive South

Where you can donate blood
Carmel
March 15, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.: |U Health North Hospi-

Fishers

March 14, 1 to 6 p.m.: Billericay Park Multi-Purpose
Community Building, 12690 Promise Road

March 21, 2 to 6 p.m.: IU Health Saxony Hospital,

Noblesville

March 22,9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
sium: ER, Trauma, & Critical Care, 13700 Conference

: IU Health 360 Sympo-

Godzilla x Kong: The New
Empire and Red Cross
T-shirt, while supplies last.
(© 2024 Legendary and

Warner Bros. Entertain-
ment Inc. All Rights Re-
served GODZILLA TM & ©
TOHO CO., Ltd.)

Franciscan Orthopedic Surgery
Center awarded ACHC Certification

Franciscan

The REPORTER

Franciscan Orthopedic
Surgery Center, which is
a joint venture with Fran-
ciscan Health Orthopedic
Hospital Carmel and Forté
Sports Medicine and Or-
thopedics, was recently
awarded full certification
for Advanced Joint Replace-
ment with distinction by the
Accreditation Commission
for Health Care (ACHC), an
internationally recognized
accrediting body.

“We are proud to achieve
this prestigious certifica-
tion,” said Tami Robinson,
executive director of oper-
ations, Franciscan Orthope-
dic Surgery Center. “Earn-
ing ACHC certification is a
significant achievement that
recognizes our commitment
to providing outstanding
care to our patients and the
community.”

“I’'m proud of our pro-
gram and this recognition re-
flects our team's dedication
to delivering the best out-
comes in joint replacement,”
said Dr. Joseph Maratt, joint
replacement  surgeon  at

ACGURATE
BALANCED

Forte

Forté Sports Medicine and
Orthopedics. “Continuous
improvement,  innovation
and a culture of safety are
the foundational elements
of our program that guide
our clinical and operational
decisions. The collaboration
between Forté and Francis-
can has been instrumental in
the design and implemen-
tation of a comprehensive
joint replacement program.
Our combined expertise
and experience will help us
continue to set new stan-
dards and raise the bar in
both outcomes and patient

experience.”
ACHC Certification
confirms that Franciscan

Orthopedic Surgery Center
is providing high-quality
care as determined by an in-
dependent, external process
of evaluation.

“We have a great team at
the Franciscan Orthopedic
Surgery Center,” said Trish
Weber, chief operating of-
ficer for Franciscan Health
Mooresville and Carmel.
“This certification affirms
the dedication of the Fran-
ciscan Health and Forté
teams working together to
provide exceptional care to
all patients served. Francis-
can is proud to partner with
Forté, the camaraderie we

SPORTS MEDICINE
AND ORTHOPEDICS

have is unmatched. It has
positioned us very well for
the future as orthopedic ser-
vices continue to grow.”

Franciscan Orthopedic
Surgery Center features a
high-tech surgery center,
offering the latest advance-
ments in musculoskeletal
procedures. Outpatient ser-
vices provided at the facility
include joint replacement,
hip and knee, hand, wrist
and upper extremity, shoul-
der, spine, foot and ankle
and pain management.

“Franciscan  Orthope-
dic Surgery Center clearly
demonstrates a commitment
to quality and patient safety,”
ACHC Vice President Meg
Gravesmill. “We base our
decision on the findings of an
extensive and thorough on-
site review of advanced joint
replacement against stan-
dards for organizational op-
erations and clinical services
that drive patient safety and
continuous quality improve-
ment. Franciscan Orthopedic
Surgery Center has earned
the distinction of ACHC cer-
tification through its perfor-
mance in successfully meet-
ing those standards.”

Click here for more in-
formation about the Fran-
ciscan Orthopedic Surgery
Center.


https://www.visithamiltoncounty.com/eclipse/eclipse-prep/
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/221/Precinct-and-District-Maps
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/blood-donor-app.html
https://www.redcrossblood.org/blood-donor-app.html
http://redcrossblood.org/Pets
https://www.irtlive.com/ypip
mailto:abarnett%40irtlive.com?subject=
mailto:abarnett%40irtlive.com?subject=
https://www.franciscanhealth.org/find-a-location/franciscan-orthopedic-surgery-center-llc-310016

Albert McDougall
October 15, 1950 — March 11, 2024

Albert McDougall, 73, Cicero, passed away on Mon-
day, March 11, 2024, at his home. He
was born on October 15, 1950, to War-
ren and Celia (Smith) McDougall in
Indianapolis.

Albert was a 1968 graduate of
Hamilton Southeastern Schools. He
was a Son of the Cicero Legion and
a member of the Noblesville VFW.
Albert had many career opportunities
throughout his lifetime including roof-
er, painter, bartender, maintenance, and customer service.
He was a member of the United Family Wesleyan Church
of Cicero. Albert enjoyed time with family and friends,
fishing, playing cards, and, most of all, serving others.

He is survived by his wife, Carolyn McDougall; broth-
er, Carl McDougall; children, Wendi (Donnie) West, Julie
Sobczak, Gary (Marlena) McDougall, Natasha (Chad) Graf-
ing, and Jessica (David) Josephson; bonus children, Theresa
(Mike) Leach, David (Micki) Massicotte, and Jenifer (Chris)
Hayes; 21 grandchildren; and 16 great-grandchildren.

In addition to his parents, Albert was preceded in death
by his sister, Barbara Ann Moore.

Visitation will be from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., with services
at 1 p.m., on Saturday, March 16, 2024, at United Family
Wesleyan Church, 210 Washington Ave., Cicero. Pastor Al-
len Gross will officiate.

Memorial contributions may be made to Wounded War-
rior Project, P.O. Box 758516, Topeka, KS 66675 (support.
woundedwarriorproject.org); or Disabled American Vet-
erans, P.O. Box 508, Greenwood, IN 46142 (davmember-
sportal.org/in/default.aspx).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

/" The Reporter’s policy on obituaries

The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families
for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday
also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask
that obituaries not exceed 600 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.
Families and funeral homes are asked to
\ send obituaries to obits@ReadTheReporter.com. /

Thanks for reading The Reporter!
| i . ¥ e &#ﬁ?ﬁ- -.
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Obituaries

Eric A. Hart
September 2, 1960 — March 10, 2024

Eric A. Hart, 63, Fishers, passed away on Sunday,
March 10, 2024, at his home after a 12-
year battle with stage 4 kidney cancer.
He was born on September 2, 1960, in
South Bend, Ind.

Eric graduated with a bache-
lor’s degree in pharmacy from Butler
University in 1983. For 40 years, he
worked as a pharmacist, retiring in
2023. Eric was a very positive person
who enjoyed spending time with his
friends, playing euchre, collecting coins, and investing. He
also loved traveling with his family and friends. Eric loved
music, going to concerts, and playing his vinyl records. He
enjoyed food and a good glass of bourbon.

He is survived by his wife, Stacey Hart; father, Robert
Hart; mother, Betty Lou Nimtz; son, Brandon Hart; brother,
Brian (Robin) Hart; uncle, Bob Childress; niece, Cassie Dre-
her; nephew, Kevin Hart; and his father-in-law, Fred Andreas.

A celebration of Eric’s life will be held at a later date.

Memorial contributions may be made to Schwarz Fam-
ily and Friends Cancer Research Fund (cancer.iu.edu/
giving/focused/schwarz_family.html). To make a gift
by check, please make payable to IUF/Schwarz Fund and
mail to: IU Simon Comprehensive Cancer Center, P.O. Box
7072, Indianapolis, IN 46207.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Margaret Stansbury McClelland
December 11, 1932 — March 10, 2024

Margaret Stansbury McClelland of Indianapolis passed
away March 10, 2024. She was born on December 11,
1932, in Mount Pleasant, Mich., to the late Raymond and
Mary (Harrell) Stansbury.

Her children, Barry (Pam), Sandra (John Batcha), Dar-
ryl (Anne Marie) and four grandchildren survive her. Pre-
ceding her in death besides her parents were her husband of
58 years, Paul; and two sisters, Myrtle and Nyla.

She graduated from George Washington High School
and attended Purdue University. Margaret retired from
the Lawrence Township Schools Administration Center in
1995 after 24 years.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Salvation
Army, WFYT Channel 20 PBS, or a charity of donor’s choice.

There will be no services. Arrangements entrusted to
Aaron-Ruben-Nelson Mortuary.

Condolences: arnmortuary.com

11

TODAY’S BIBLE READING

JosepPH SoLD BY His BROTHERS

As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked
up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from
Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices,
balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to
take them down to Egypt.

Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if
we kill our brother and cover up his blood? Come,
let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our
hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our own
flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed.

So when the Midianite merchants came by,
his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern
and sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the
Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.

When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw
that Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes. He
went back to his brothers and said, “The boy isn't
there! Where can I turn now?”

Then they got Joseph s robe, slaughtered a goat
and dipped the robe in the blood. They took the
ornate robe back to their father and said, “We
found this. Examine it to see whether it is your
son’s robe.”

He recognized it and said, “It is my son's robe!
Some ferocious animal has devoured him. Joseph
has surely been torn to pieces.”

Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth
and mourned for his son many days. All his sons
and daughters came to comfort him, but he refused
to be comforted. “No,” he said, “I will continue
to mourn until I join my son in the grave.” So his
father wept for him.

Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt
to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh s officials, the captain
of the guard.

Genesis 37:12-24 (NIV)
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NEW CONSTRUCTION
BuiLt BY M/TI HOMES

* 3BR/3BA with loft and office
* Sold for $428,830

* Silo Ridge in Noblesville

* Villa home, low-maintenance

We can help you with all your
new construction needs.

“Speak to Deak!”

317.439.3258 PEGay
317.695.6032 JENNIFER
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Tucker

Your Hometown Weatherman!
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A rare, total solar eclipse will occur

in Hamilton County on Monday,
April 8, 2024 and not be repeated in

this area until 2153! Hamilton County
Parks 1Wag1ng two events that will )

R { cp APRIL 8,201 4 o

Park Side of the Moon | April 8
COOL PARK SIDE 10 AM -5 PM | Cool Creek Park

CREEK OF THE
$1O (15 out of county) Meet Paul Poteet!

Get your eclipse on with Echoes of Pompeii

A Tribute to Pink Floyd. Broadcast personality
Paul Poteet* will serve as host, joined by noted
stargazers, Dr. Doug Balogh and Jeff Attebury.

TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE
APRIL 8, 2024

Enjoy fun activities, vendors, and for-purchase
food and drink throughout the day.

Moon Market | April 8
12 -5 PM | Strawtown Koteewi Park

$5 (10 out of county)

Invited artisans will be selling crafts and wares while
respected eclipse expert W. Keith Turner presents

\IIH\N TOWN KOTEEWI PARK

MG O'\f A fascinating eclipse programming. Guitarist Robin

M A gKET Harrison will set the eclipse to music.. Speciz?l acti\./ities

and the Duke Energy Nature Education Trailer will be

TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE ) i
AriL 2024 part of the celebration. For-purchase food and drink

will also be available.

FREE eclipse viewing safety glasses will be issued to all
attendees when entering the event grounds. Free parking for
registered guests and the option to tailgate will be offered at

both locations. Register online at MyHamiltonCountyParks.com
or scan the QR code below. Hurry, attendance capacities have
been set at both park locations!

The perfect way to remember this historic event!

Hamilton County Parks and Recreation is offering
commemorative eclipse merchandise online. A
select number of the online items (viewing glasses,
t-shirts and stickers) will also be sold at Cool Creek
Nature Center until sold out. These items will not

be available at either park on the day of the events.

A portion of the proceeds will benefit

Hamilton County Parks and Recreation.

Scan for event registration or

Thanks to these valued sponsors for supporting these two very special events. eclipse merchandise online store.
Community £~ DUKE _ l ﬂ ASHLIN
— X n :
. <’ ENERGY. J.EMorga F R RREN
Bank of indiana COMPASS

*Paul Poteet’s hotel accommodations provided by Hotel Carmichael. visit
. - ] : ) ) hamilton
We love being Paul Poteet’s hotel of choice! It is always a pleasure having .c%unty
indiana

him stay with us. Paul and all of our guests are incredibly important to us.”
- Hotel Carmichael Director of Sales and Marketing, Austin Campagna



https://linktr.ee/HamiltonCountyParks.IN
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CARMEL, FiISHERS, GUERIN CATHOLIC, HAMILTON HEIGHTS, HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN, NOBLESVILLE, SHERIDAN, UNIVERSITY, WESTFIELD

Gzrls Basketball

. Photo by Joshua Herd

(From left) Fishers’ Talia Harris, Hamilton Heights’ Camryn Runner and Noblesville’s Reagan Wilson have all been named as 2024 IndyStar Indiana Girls’ All-Stars.

Three of Hamilton County’s best basketball
players make Indiana Girls’ All-Stars team

The REPORTER

Three Hamilton County
girls are among the 13 play-
ers that have been selected
for the 2024 IndyStar Indi-
ana Girls' All-Stars, All-Stars
game director Mike Brough-
ton announced Monday.

Those chosen to the team
will play three games in
June — one exhibition game
against the Indiana Junior
All-Stars as well as home-
and-home contests against
the Kentucky All-Stars.

Talia Harris of Fishers,
Camryn Runner of Ham-
ilton Heights and Reagan
Wilson of Noblesville were
all selected to the team.
They join, listed alphabet-
ically, Audrey Annee of
Center Grove, Emma Haan
of Zionsville, Alli Harness
of Carroll (Flora), Ellery
Minch of Mt Vernon
(Fortville), Jordyn Poole of
Fort Wayne Snider, Chloe
Spreen of Bedford North

Lawrence, Lauren Walsh
of Penn, Faith Wiseman of
Indian Creek, Rachel Wirts
of Center Grove and Juli-
ann Woodard of Jennings
County.

The '24 girls' All-Stars
have two players who have
been a part of state cham-
pionship teams (Spreen,
2023 4A, and Wilson, 2022
4A), two players who were
named IBCA first-team Ac-
ademic All-State (Minch and
Runner) and three players
who were named IBCA hon-
orable mention Academic
All-State (Annee, Haan and
Wilson).

Andy Maguire of Zions-
ville has been named head
coach of the 2024 All-Stars.
He will be assisted by Jason
Simpson of Greensburg and
Lauren Votaw of Fishers.
Maguire is 330-240 in 26
seasons as a varsity coach,
including 256-209 in 21
years at Zionsville. Simpson

is 180-65 in 10 seasons at
Greensburg. Votaw is 131-44
in seven seasons at Fishers.

The Junior-Senior exhi-
bition game is set for June 5
at Kokomo. The first game
against Kentucky will be
June 7 at a site to be an-
nounced. The final game
against Kentucky will be
June 8 at Gainbridge Field-
house in Indianapolis.

All three dates will be
doubleheaders with the In-
dyStar Indiana Boys' All-
Stars, whose roster will be
announced later. The roster
for the Indiana girls' Junior
All-Stars were announced
March 4. The roster for the
Indiana boys' Junior All-
Stars will be announced
later.

The Indiana Junior All-
Stars will play two girl-boy
doubleheaders this year --
June 2 against the Kentucky
Junior All-Stars at Scotts-
burg and June 7 against the

Indiana seniors at Kokomo.

The Indiana All-Stars
program was founded in
1939 when the Indiana
Boys All-Stars played the
state champion Frankfort
Hot Dogs. The series with
Kentucky began in 1940,
and the girls' portion of
the All-Stars was added in
1976. The Junior All-Stars,
boys and girls, were added
in 1996. The All-Star senior
girls have played Kentucky
every year since 1976, ex-
cept 2020 because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The
All-Star senior boys have
played Kentucky in all but
three years since 1940 --
1943 (World War II), 1944
(World War II) and 2020
(COVID-19 pandemic).

The Indiana Senior girls
lead 53-41 in their series
with Kentucky. The Indiana
Senior girls lead 41-11 in
games against the Indiana
Junior girls. The Indiana

Junior girls lead 11-1 in
their series with Kentucky.
The Indiana Senior boys
lead 104-45 in their series
with Kentucky. The Indiana
Senior boys lead 41-11 in
games against the Indiana
Junior boys. The Indiana
Junior boys lead 7-5 in their
series with Kentucky.

The second [IndyStar
Indiana All-Star "Futures
Games" doubleheader will
be June 3 at Hamilton South-
eastern. The Futures Games
will be a girls-boys double-
header with Indiana-only
squads of sophomores and
freshmen in a North vs.
South format. The Futures
Games' lineups will be an-
nounced later. In the inaugu-
ral Futures Games, the North
girls prevailed 73-63 and the
South boys won 100-96.

The Indiana portion of
the All-Star Games is orga-
nized and produced by the
Indiana Basketball Coaches

Association. The Indianap-
olis Star, with its IndyStar
brand, is a title sponsor.
Hoosier Shooting Academy
is a presenting partner of All-
Star Week, and Energy Sys-
tems Group is a presented
partner of the June 8 All-Star
doubleheader at Gainbridge
Fieldhouse.

The IndyStar Indiana
All-Star Team is selected
through a balloting process
of coaches and media over-
seen by game organizers
from the IBCA. The top vote
getter will be named Miss
Basketball, and the remain-
der of the team is finalized by
Broughton after observing
numerous games and events
throughout the season, con-
ferring with coaches, school
officials and media across
the state. Broughton also
reviews votes submitted by
coaches and media who each
could recommend up to 10
players.

Westfield football coach Jake Gilbert bldS farewell Miracle steps up

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

The word used to de-
scribe the coaching changes
at Westfield High School
this week is “bittersweet.”

The Shamrocks are
saying goodbye to a veter-
an coach who transformed
their football program into
a state powerhouse. Jake
Gilbert has stepped down as
Westfield’s head coach, as
he received the opportunity
to coach for his alma mater,
Wabash College.

Gilbert will join the
Little Giants staff as the
associate head coach and
defensive coordinator for
the 2024 season, then tran-
sition into the program’s
head coach beginning with
the 2025 season. Gilbert, a
1998 graduate of Wabash,
will take over for the retiring
Don Morel, who has been
the Little Giants’ head coach
since 2016.

Gilbert said he is “ex-
cited about the opportuni-
ty,” but called the situation
“really bittersweet.” He be-
gan coaching Westfield in
2010, noting that for many
players, he’s been “the only
coach they’ve known. It’s
hard to leave them.”

The legacy Gilbert
leaves behind is an amaz-
ing one. In 13 years as head
coach of the ‘Rocks, Gilbert
guided the program to 103
wins, eight sectional titles,
six regional championships
and three Hoosier Cross-
roads Conference champi-
onships. Westfield also won
four semi-state titles, send-
ing the Shamrocks into the
state finals. The ‘Rocks won
the Class 5A state champi-
onship in 2016 and were the
2013 SA runners-up. West-
field also had back-to-back

state runner-up finishes in
2020 and 2021.

“Jake has built one of the
top high school programs in
the state,” said WHS ath-
letic director Andy Tebbe.
“What he has accomplished
on the field has only been
out done by what he has ac-
complished in our building
and in the community. He
helped build a culture that
permeates throughout all
of our students and staff, as
well as the city of Westfield.
Jake will always be a Rock
and we are excited to see
him excel in his new role at
Wabash College.”

This will be Gilbert’s
second time as a coach for
the Little Giants. He was an
assistant coach from 2006
to 2010, supervising the of-
fensive line for the first two
seasons, then taking over
defensive coordinator duties
for the next three years.

“To be a player, assis-
tant coach and a head coach
there, there's not many peo-
ple who can say something
like that,” said Gilbert.

Miracle takes over

As for the Westfield
football team, its head
coach will be someone well-
known (and well-loved) by
Shamrocks fans.

Josh Miracle, an assis-
tant coach for Westfield for
the past 13 years, is now the
head coach. Miracle gradu-
ated from Wabash College
in 2011, so he played there
during Gilbert’s first coach-
ing stint.

Miracle echoed the bit-
tersweet sentiment, calling
Gilbert a friend and men-
tor, but he also said he was
“super excited for Wabash.
They’re getting the best.”

Miracle graduated from
Hobart High School in 2007
before heading to Wabash

Joshua Herd
Photographer
joshuaherdphotography.com

Specializes in

senior portraits,
family portraits,
events/sports

317-670-4645 ° jhjphotos@yahoo.com

College. He has been West-
field football’s associate
head coach and defensive
coordinator for the past 10
years. This past season,
Miracle was named the top
assistant coach in Indiana,
receiving the nationally
acclaimed Frank Broyles
Award.

Miracle has also been
the boys track and field head
coach for the past 12 sea-
sons. Miracle said he would
continue to coach track this
season.

“Everybody's been ex-
tremely supportive, and it's
been a pretty good transition
so far,” said Miracle.

“Hiring a new football
coach is probably one of
the more daunting tasks an
athletic director has to take
on. But in this case, recom-
mending to hire Josh Mir-
acle to lead the Rocks was
a very easy decision,” said
Tebbe. “His pedigree of
playing at Wabash College
and helping build our foot-
ball program as an assistant
coach has prepared him well
to be our varsity football
coach. Josh is a great leader
and excels both as a teach-
er and a coach. We have
known for several years that
we had the next head coach
of Westfield Football in our
stable if that time presented
itself. That time is now and

we are excited to see Josh
continue the excellence of
Westfield Football.”

“It's been an honor to
coach alongside Josh Mir-
acle for the past 13 years,”
said Gilbert. “We have done
it together! Josh is a huge
part of the success we've
had. He's beyond ready to
be the Head Coach of our
program. Josh is a natural
leader. He was named the
top assistant coach in In-

diana last season. He has
called the defense in three
State Championship games.
Josh's time is now and he'll
do an amazing job.”

“Jake Gilbert has built
a legacy here at WHS with
our football program,”
said WHS principal Alicia
Denniston. “Not only have
our teams achieved excel-
lence on the field and been
extremely successful, but
Coach Gilbert has fostered a

Photos provided
Westfield head coach Jake Gilbert (left) is stepping down as the Shamrocks
head coach after 13 seasons. He will be returning to his alma mater, Wabash
College, to be the associate head coach and defensive coordinator in the
2024 season, transitioning to the head coach in 2025. Longtime assistant
Josh Miracle (right) will be taking over as the Westfield head coach.

family atmosphere and one
that exemplifies leadership,
character, and service. He
will be missed, but we are
thrilled to see Coach Mira-
cle step into this role. Josh
Miracle has been an instru-
mental leader in our foot-
ball program and is ready
to continue this legacy of
excellence. We fully support
him and know the players
and the program are in very
capable hands."
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The Blue Pavilion at the Indiana State Fairgrounds was filled with young archers during the 2024 Indiana NASP State Tournament, which took place last
weekend. A total of 2,100 students representing 125 schools participated in the tournament.

High hopes for thousands of young archers
as they aim for victory at state tournament

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

INDIANAPOLIS —The
Blue Pavilion at the Indiana
State Fairgrounds was filled
with arrows flying through
the air last Saturday.

It was part of the 2024
Indiana NASP State Tour-
nament, which took place
over the weekend at the pa-
vilion. A total of 2,100 stu-
dents in grades 4 through 12
representing 125 different
schools participated in the
event.

NASP stands for Na-
tional Archery in School
Program and is adminis-
tered through the DNR Law
Enforcement Division in
Indiana. Tim Beck, an Indi-
ana Conservation Officer, is
the state coordinator of the
tournament and spoke to the

Reporter during the tourna-
ment.

“It’s really been amaz-
ing,” said Beck. “The im-
pact that this program has
had on the students. It’s a
very unique program that
engages just about all the
kids in any shape or fashion.
The impact and the growth
of this program has been
nothing short of phenome-
nal.”

Beck emphasized that
archery is a sport truly for
everyone. He said there
have been students com-
peting who have physical
disabilities, as well as some
who may have emotional is-
sues.

“We have actually had
some students that may
have some behavioral prob-
lems where archery has
been instrumental in help-

ADLER
attorneys

ing them deal with some of
their social and emotional
issues,” said Beck. “It’s re-
ally unique how archery has
made a difference in their
lives.”

Beck said the NASP
motto is that the organiza-
tion is “changing lives one
arrow at a time,” he said.
“So, the impact on our stu-
dents is phenomenal.”

Beck was talking while
young archers were com-
peting in the Bullseye part
of the tournament. Each
competitor shot 30 arrows —
shooting 15 from a 10-meter
line, then moving back and
shooting 15 more arrows
from a 15-meter line.

“Each arrow has a point
value of 10 points,” said
Beck. A perfect hit on the
bullseye is worth the full 10
points, with the point values

decreasing the further away
an arrow lands. A perfect
score is 300 points.

There were three divi-
sions at the tournament: el-
ementary, middle and high
school. Batesville swept the
team standings in all three
divisions.

In the individual stand-
ings, Caleb Gedney of
Christian Academy of In-
diana won the boys high
school division, while Lydia
Haskamp of Batesville was
the girls high school winner.
Both scored 293 points.

Batesville’s ~ Varshath
Rajesh won the boys middle
school division by scoring
288 points. North Harrison’s
Hazel Robertson was the
girls winner, totaling 285
points. Another North Har-
rison archer, Eli First, won
the boys elementary compe-
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tition with 279 points. Blake
Humm from St. Benedict
Cathedral School in Evans-
ville won the girls elementa-
ry division with 276 points.

In addition to the Bulls-
eye competition, there was
also a 3-D competition.
Beck said the 3-D is “based
off of outdoor hunting sce-
narios,” also saying it has
been “very, very popular.”

Evansville Reitz Me-
morial won the high school
3-D competition, with North
Harrison winning the mid-
dle school division and Tri-
ton Central the elementary
school division.

In the individual stand-
ings, the high school boys
winner was Jason Tillison
of Scottsburg with a score of
293 points. Isabella Hughes
of Whitko won the high
school girls division, scor-
ing 289 points.

St. Benedict Cathedral
School had both middle
school 3-D winners: Kara-
gan Day scored 282 points
to finish first in the girls
competition, while the boys
winner was Townes Woo-
ton, who totaled 279 points.

In the elementary divi-
sion, First of North Harri-
son scored 279 points for
top honors among the boys.
Courtney Miller of Churu-

busco Elementary totaled
274 points to win the girls
event.

Beck said that all of the
students at the tournament
earned their place at the
competition.

“They got an invitation
to be here by shooting a
qualifier earlier in the year,”
said Beck. “Every one of
these students got invited
to attend. And at the end of
the day, when they’re done,
they’re going to get a me-
dallion that will always be
with them, that they com-
peted and they qualified for
this tournament.”

The NASP is educa-
tion-based. Beck said any
schools that participate must
have archery as part of their
school curriculum.

“It’s in their normal
school day. It just can’t be
an afterschool club,” said
Beck. “Most of the schools
do have a very good after-
school club, because that’s
where they get their practice
and everything for the tour-
nament, but they do have to
have the in-school compo-
nent.”

For more information
on the NASP, visit nasp-
schools.org.  Tournament
results are available at nasp-
tournaments.org.

SPORTS SCHEDULE

Wednesday, March 13
BOYS LACROSSE
Fishers at Culver Academies, 7:30 p.m.
North Central at Noblesville, 8 p.m.
GIRLS LACROSSE
Fishers at Heritage Christian, 7:30 p.m.
Hamilton Southeastern at Bishop Chatard, 7:30 p.m.
TRACK AND FIELD
Carmel girls, Sheridan at University of Indianapolis
HSR Qualifier, 6 p.m.
University at Warren Central HSR Qualifier, 6 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL
Bishop Chatard at Hamilton Southeastern, 7 p.m.
Cathedral at Carmel, 7 p.m.
Noblesville at North Central, 7 p.m.
Westfield at Franklin Central, 7 p.m.

Thursday, March 14
BOYS LACROSSE
Westfield at Cathedral, 7 p.m.
GIRLS LACROSSE
Hamilton Southeastern at West Lafayette, 6:30 p.m.
Carmel at Guerin Catholic, 7 p.m.
Zionsville at Westfield, 7 p.m.
TRACK AND FIELD
Carmel gitls at Fishers, 5 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL
Park Tudor at Carmel, 6 p.m.
Hamilton Southeastern at Westfield, 6:30 p.m.
Guerin Catholic at Roncalli, 7 p.m.
Perry Meridian at Fishers, 7 p.m.

Friday, March 15
BOYS LACROSSE
Noblesville at Fishers, 7:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections
to sports@readthereporter.com.
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Hamilton County Reporter reveals

2024 all-county wrestling teams

Noblesville freshman
Aidan Kincaide named

Player of the Year

The REPORTER
Noblesville  freshman
Aidan Kincaide is this
year’s Hamilton County Re-
porter Wrestler of the Year.
Kincaide put together
solid results throughout the
regular season but turned
it on in his first-ever post-

state to Warren Central’s
Anthony Cashman, with the
senior winning in overtime.

At the IHSAA state fi-
nals, Kincaide became the
county’s highest placer,
taking fourth, with Cash-
man besting him 3-2 in the
third-place match. Kincaide

season. The 157-pounder was ranked 12th in the In-
won sectional and regional dianamat.com  rankings,
championships and placed but beat two wrestlers rated
a very close second at the ahead of him to make it to
tough New Castle semi- the top four.

Hamilton County Reporter's

All-County Wrestling Teams
FIRST TEAM
Name School Year
Michael Cain Hamilton Heights Junior
Carson Fettig Hamilton Heights Senior
Austin Hastings Noblesville Senior
Aidan Kincaide Noblesville Freshman
Isaac Kuhn Hamilton Heights Senior
Peter Nguyen Guerin Catholic Senior
Xavier Smith Fishers Sophomore
Chayce Yant Fishers Junior
SECOND TEAM
Name School Year
Nick Anderson Hamilton Southeastern Junior
Keegan Carson Westfield Sophomore
Gage Gulley Noblesville Senior
Nate Ingalls Hamilton Southeastern Senior
Zach Lang Hamilton Southeastern Senior
Evan Lawhead Hamilton Southeastern Junior
Teyon Leonard Fishers Senior
Caleb Mattingly Carmel Junior
HONORABLE MENTION: Chris Casler, Hamilton Southeastern;
Cooper Doucette, Hamilton Heights; Carlo Federici, Carmel;
Tamir Halevi, Carmel; Kendall Moe, Hamilton Heights; Killian Photo provided
Miller, Carmel; Carter Richardson, Noblesville. Noblesville freshman Aidan Kincaide is this year’s Hamilton County Reporter Wrestler of the Year.

HAMILTON
COUNTY
TELEVISION

Wed March 13 - Lacrosse
6;00 pm North Central vs Noblesville | J. Varsity | Boys Lacrosse | HCTV Sports
7:15 pm Hamilton Southeastern vs Bishop Chatard| Girls Lacrosse | SSN Sports
8:00pm North Central vs Noblesville | Varsity | Boys Lacrosse | HCTV Sports

,ﬁ Noblesville 9,
&8 TROPHIES ™=
www.NoblesvilleTrophies.com

Upcoming Broadcasts

Wed March 13 - E-Sports
8:00 pm YES! Gaming Presents: The Super Smash Open LIVE Weekly Bracket

Thura March 14 - Lacrosse
6:50 pm Carmel vs Guerin Catholic | Girls Lacrosse | Indiana SRN

Fri March 15 - Lacrosse
6:50 pm St Xavier vs Hamilton Southeastern |Boys Lacrosse | Indiana SRN

More than 60
hilarious essays
by our humor
columnist Scott
Saalman. Order
on Amazon.
Book Scottas a
guest speaker.

Mon March 18 - Lacrosse
6:00 pm Fishers vs Lawrence North | Girls Lacrosse | Fishers Sports Network

Tues March 19 - Music
7:00 pm Patsy's Pub Open Mic Night | Westfield, IN | Hamilton County TV

The Ultimate Inessential Humor Column Caollection

Thurs March 21 - Volleyball

6:00 pm Guerin Catholic vs Noblesville | Boys Junior Varsity | HCTV Sports
6:45 pm Hamilton Southeastern vs Carmel | Boys Varsity| SSN

7:00 pm Guerin Catholic vs Noblesville | Boys Varsity | HCTV Sports

\ & ishors e SSN
3, omm BB L
YoulTlify} www.HCTV2.com

On your Amazon Fire TV or Device
* Search for Hamilton County TV

=Scott's offeeat stores beat with a Midwestenn heart, both hip and nostalgic,
sweet and effertlossly hilarious, Crack this book open and have a good tme.”
=Franced Park, That Loanaly Spell and The Summer My Sicter Wat Cleapatsa Moon

scoftsaalman@gmail.com

5‘:‘ thnlalweh www.HCTV1.com

- On your Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1

SNYDER
STRATEGY
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