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TodAy’S WeATher
Today: Partly to mostly cloudy,
with scattered showers. Snow

 may mix in during the morning.
Tonight: Scattered showers
early, then mostly cloudy.

Carmel Fire awarded International
Accreditation status for third time

The REPORTER
The Carmel Fire Depart-

ment (CFD) has received Ac-
credited Agency status with the 
Commission on Fire Accredi-
tation International (CFAI) for 
meeting the criteria established 
through the CFAI’s voluntary 
self-assessment and accredita-
tion program for a third time. 
The lengthy process consists of 
industry best practices and stan-
dards and assists CFD in devel-
oping programs for continuous 
improvement.

“I’m very proud of all mem-
bers of the Carmel Fire Depart-
ment for achieving accreditation 
for the third time,” Mayor Sue 
Finkam said. “Their dedication, 
commitment and caring results 
in providing the highest level of 
service possible to our commu-
nity.”

The CFD is one of only 326 
agencies to achieve accredited 
agency status globally and one 
of only four in the state of In-
diana. CFD was accredited by 
CFAI after initially being ac-
credited in August 2013, then 
re-accredited in March 2019.

The CFD submitted doc-
uments for reaccreditation in 
August 2023. Upon submission, 
a peer team consisting of four 
individual members of the fire 
service from across the country 
was assigned to review. Addi-

tionally, from Dec. 3 to 7, 2023, 
the peer team visited Carmel to 
verify and validate the infor-
mation submitted was indeed 
proven to be accurate. During 
the four-day visit, the peer team 
members conducted 28 inter-

views including meeting with 
outgoing Mayor Jim Brainard, 
then Mayor-elect Sue Finkam, 
Hamilton County Public Safe-
ty Communications, Carmel 

Photo provided by City of Carmel
(From left) Accreditation Assistant Retired Chief Gary Dufek, Planning Chief Joel 
Heavner, Deputy Chief Jason Wendzel, Deputy Chief Lucas Ray, Mayor Sue Finkam, 
Fire Chief David Haboush, CFAI Commission Chairman Steve Dirksen, Carmel 
Professional Firefighters President J.C. Mitchell, Accreditation Budget Administrator 
Denise Snyder, Peer Team Leader Neil Rosenberger, and Captain Mark Gugel.

Photo provided
Last Saturday, the Wayne-Fall Lions Club held a free-will donation chicken & noodle dinner to celebrate 
the end of National FFA Week. The FFA members served dinners of chicken & noodles, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, dinner rolls furnished by Simply From Scratch, and desserts provided by the FFA members. 
The Lions Club was able to present the Hamilton Southeastern/Fishers FFA with a check for $1,204 that was 
received in donations. (From left) Lion Press Dave Barker, Lion Treasurer Rick Larrison, FFA Vice President 
Eliza Uliczny, and FFA President Meghan Haws.

Lions turn chicken into 
money for HSE/Fishers FFA

Hamilton East Public Library’s 
two seed libraries open next week
The REPORTER

The Hamilton East Pub-
lic Library announces that the 
2024 HEPL Seed Library will 
open on Monday, March 4 at 
the Fishers Library. The No-
blesville Seed Library will 
open on Tuesday, March 5.

The Seed Library is open 
to all Hamilton County res-
idents, who may visit the li-
brary to get a maximum of 20 
seed packets per library card-
holder for the 2024 growing 
season. The honor system is 
followed, so there is no need 
to check in with a staff mem-
ber unless there are questions. 
Seeds are not required to be 
returned, but HEPL does wel-
come most varieties of har-
vested seeds to share again 
with the community.

Seeds are also available 

for schools, 
c o m m u n i t y 
groups, and 
n o n p r o f i t s , 
whom HEPL 
loves working 
with to beauti-
fy Fishers and 
Noblesville. 
If you’d like 
to partner with HEPL, please 
reach out at seedlibrary@
hepl.lib.in.us.

“We love hearing about our 
community’s gardens every 
year, and we know the Seed 
Library is very important to 
library users,” HEPL Commu-
nity Engagement Coordinator 
Julia Welzen said. “Our hope 
is that with the HEPL Seed 
Library, our community will 
explore how wonderful gar-
dening can be, no matter where 

they are in 
their garden-
ing journey.”

T h e r e 
are 145 seed 
varieties in 
HEPL’s col-
lection this 
year, includ-
ing vegeta-

bles, fruits, herbs, flowers, and 
even a native grass. The seeds 
are non-GMO and open-pol-
linated. Hybrid plants are 
not included in the collection 
since the seeds from these 
plants will not breed true. 
You’ll find old favorites as 
well as fresh varieties each 
year. Plants are labeled by 
difficulty level so patrons can 
choose plants that they’ll find 
the most success with.

New varieties this year in-

clude: Homemade Pickles cu-
cumbers, Red Malabar spinach, 
Anaheim peppers, Greek orega-
no, summer savory, Long Island 
Cheese pumpkins, salsify, Ama-
na Orange tomatoes, ageratum 
(floss flower), annual candytuft, 
Ohio spiderwort, common iron-
weed, and much more!

You’ll also see the return 
of many of your favorites, in-
cluding zinnias, Suyo Long 
cucumbers, Moon & Stars wa-
termelons, shishito peppers, 
Munstead lavender, Genovese 
basil, Pacific Beauty calendula, 
Nigella, and Blue False indigo.

HEPL welcomes donated 
seeds, although is unable to ac-
cept varieties like squash and 
pumpkins that cross-pollinate 
easily. Visit the Seed Library 
webpage for a complete list of 
seeds and growing guides.

Total Eclipse 
of the Farm

Stuckey Farm Orchard 
& Cider Mill invite you 

to weekend spectacle
Submitted

Stuckey Farm, known for being your 
destination for family-friendly fun and tra-
dition for over 50 years, will soon hold a 
captivating event: the Total Eclipse of the 
Farm April 6 to 8. Get ready to rewind to the 
raddest decade of them all with an event full 
of 1980s nostalgia, farm fun, and a once-in-
a-lifetime celestial spectacle.

The Total Eclipse of the Farm at Stuck-
ey Farm, 19975 Hamilton Boone Road, 
Sheridan, offers a unique opportunity for 
families, friends, and astronomy enthusiasts 
alike to witness the rare phenomenon of a 
solar eclipse. Stuckey Farm provides an ide-
al setting to marvel at the beauty of the cos-
mos while enjoying the farm's picturesque 
surroundings.

Guests are encouraged to dust off their 
leg warmers, pull out their Members Only 
jackets, and channel their inner ‘80s super-
star for some out-of-this-world retro fun. 
Whether you were a rocker, a pop princess, 
or a new wave enthusiast, there's something 
for everyone at Total Eclipse of the Farm.

See Stuckey Farm . . . Page 2

Noblesville 
Creates to 

hold Eclipse 
Art Festival

The REPORTER
Noblesville Creates is set to host an 

Eclipse Art Festival from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, April 7 in celebration of the total 
solar eclipse occurring on Monday, April 8.

The fes-
tival will be 
held on No-
blesvi l le’s 
Courthouse 
Square to celebrate the eclipse, share art-
work created by local artists, and create art 
with community members.

The festival will include interactive art 
projects led by Noblesville Creates and 
their local arts organizations, including 
Gal’s Guide Library, The Belfry Theatre, 
Hamilton County Artists’ Association, 
Caravan Classes, Fishers Arts Council, 
and more. 

There will also be artists booths at the 
festival where attendees can browse for 
eclipse-themed art and mementos, such as 
posters, T-shirts, stickers, tumblers, and 
more, crafted by Hamilton County Artists 
like Stuart Sayger, Craig Mullins, Barbara 
Howrey, Karli Gray, Devonna Miltenberg-
er, and others. Additional product details 
will be added to the eclipse page on the No-
blesville Creates website.

A special item that will be available for 
purchase is a limited edition “Betty and Ve-
ronica Friends Forever Sleepover” comic, 

See Accredit . . . Page 2

See Noblesville Creates . . . Page 2
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TICKETS: $20 ALL PATRONS

$5 DISCOUNT ON THURSDAYS

VENUE: THE SWITCH THEATRE
10029 E. 126TH STREET 

SUITE D, FISHERS 46038

FRIDAY, MARCH 1, 2024 - 7:30 PM

SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 2024 - 7:30 PM

SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2024 - 2:30 PM

THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2024 - 7:30 PM

FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2024- 7:30 PM

SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2024- 7:30 PM

SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 2024 - 2:30 PM

317-815-9387   •  WWW.CARMELPLAYERS.ORG

JOIN US FOR THE MUSICAL JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME

Music by Jeanine Tesori  
 and libretto by Brian Crawley 
based on the short story 
by Doris Betts.

Directed by Kathleen Horrigan
Vocal Directed by Markell Pipkins
Produced by Amy Jo Douglas

Highlights of the event 
will include:

• Adventure Acres: 
Open and rocking will be 
a giant boombox bounce 
house with sound and lights 
by Indy Bounce, lawn 
games, a giant 60-foot tube 
slide, Super Mega Slide, 
pedal cars, and more.

• Solar eclipse View-
ing: As the total solar 
eclipse unfolds, guests will 
have the perfect vantage 
point to witness this awe-in-
spiring celestial event.

• delicious eclipse-In-
spired eats: The Solar 

Swinewhich, Lunar Lem-
onade, Eclipse Pizza, and 
the Cosmic Crunch Pack are 
just some of the available 
food options. Of course, 
Stuckey’s iconic apple cider 
donuts will be available.

• Additional offerings: 
Eclipse educational videos, 
take-home craft, Eclipse 
Photo Ops, Country Market 
with Eclipse gear and Stuck-
ey staple items will be avail-
able. To get a taste of the 
way astronauts eat, you can 
also try some freeze-dried 
candy products from Coun-
ty Fun Freeze.

Don't miss your chance 
to be part of this unforgetta-
ble experience. Tickets for 
Total Eclipse of the Farm 
are available for purchase 
at stuckeyfarm.com. Ad-
mission is $10 per person 
on April 6 & 7 and $20/per-
son on April 8th. April 8th 
is presale only and includes 
certified viewing glasses. 
Don't miss your chance to 
step back in time and expe-
rience a Total Eclipse of the 
Farm.

For more information, 
please visit stuckeyfarm.
com.

Stuckey Farm
 from Page 1

featuring two different cov-
ers by local artist Stuart 
Sayger, in partnership with 
Archie Comics and spon-
sored by Hamilton County 
Tourism. One cover is set at 
Conner Prairie, the other at 
Noblesville Creates. Only 
200 copies of each cover 
will be available. Order now 

for shipping or pickup op-
tions, or grab yours during 
the eclipse weekend. Cop-
ies of the comics are avail-
able for $20 unsigned, $25 
signed, or get both signed 
covers with certificates of 
authenticity for $50.

Visit the eclipse page 
on the Noblesville Creates 

website to check out the 
other upcoming Nobles-
ville-based eclipse events 
and eclipse products by lo-
cal artists.

To purchase one or both 
of the exclusive copies 
of the “Betty & Veronica 
Friends Forever Sleepover” 
comic, click here.

Noblesville Creates
from Page 1

Controller, Carmel Utilities, 
Carmel Information Sys-
tems and one of CFD’s mu-
tual aid partners.

“The process of ac-
creditation requires a joint 
effort, and our department 
takes immense pride in ac-
complishing it,” CFD Chief 

David Haboush said. “CFD 
is dedicated to collaborat-
ing with the community to 
ensure a safe and pleasant 
environment for residents, 
employees, and visitors of 
our city.”

The CFAI is dedicat-
ed to assisting the fire and 

emergency service agen-
cies throughout the world 
in achieving excellence 
through self-assessment 
and accreditation to provide 
continuous quality improve-
ment and the enhancement 
of service delivery to their 
communities. The CFAI 

process provides an agency 
with an improvement model 
to assess their service deliv-

ery and performance inter-
nally, and then works with 
a team of peers from other 

agencies to verify and vali-
date their completed self-as-
sessment.

Accredit
from Page 1

14701 Tom Wood Way
 

Noblesville, IN 46060 317.853.4552

Once you take charge, there’s

NO GOING BACK
ID.4 Electric SUV

TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com
14701 Tom Wood Way

 
Noblesville, IN 46060 317.853.4552

Once you take charge, there’s

NO GOING BACK
ID.4 Electric SUV

TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

PP VVAAIILL
Advocating for Victims of  Crime & Abuse

14701 Tom Wood Way Noblesville, IN 46060 • 317.853.4552

TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com

Next To The
New Costco
on 146th St.

Proud Partner of Prevail, Inc. 
To help Hamilton County families affected by domestic violence and abuse, you can drop off the following items at 
Tom Wood Volkswagen, 14701 Tom Wood Way, Noblesville: 
Individually packaged snacks • Lysol • Hand Sanitizer • Disinfecting wipes

Up to $13,000 in Lease Bonus Cash
*For well-qualified customers leasing through Volkswagen Credit.  See dealer for details.

https://fb.watch/qx10rtD6_W/
https://carmelplayers.org/
https://stuckeyfarm.com/
https://stuckeyfarm.com/
https://stuckeyfarm.com/
https://noblesvillecreates.org/eclipse/
https://noblesvillecreates.org/eclipse/
https://noblesville-creates.square.site/product/eclipse-cover-betty-veronica-friends-forever-sleepover-comic/8889
https://prevailinc.org/
https://www.tomwoodvolkswagen.com/
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Photo provided
Following the event, Hamilton County Coroner 
Jeff Jellison (above left) presented a plaque to 
Carmel Police Chief Jim Barlow (above right) 
expressing the Coroner’s Office’s gratitude for 
hosting the seminar.

The REPORTER
The Hamilton County 

Coroner’s Office recently 
conducted a statewide con-
ference on death investiga-
tion at the Carmel Police 
Department (CPD).

Attending the confer-
ence were coroners and dep-
uty coroners representing 

38 Indiana counties, plus 
CPD members. Presenting 
at the seminar were Lt. Jim 
Hawkins, Fishers Police De-
partment; Detective Steve 
Ainsworth (retd.), Boulder 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Colorado; and Brad 
Schleppi, Executive Direc-
tor, Season of Justice.

Coroner thanks CPD for 
playing host to death

investigation conference

Westfield Chamber invites you
to meet city planner Caleb Ernst
The REPORTER

The Westfield Cham-
ber of Commerce invites 
you “Pastry with a Plan-
ner,” featuring Caleb Ernst, 
where you will have a 
unique opportunity to con-
nect with Westfield city 
planners and delve into all 
things Westfield.

How does a city mas-
ter-plan what gets built? 
Shouldn’t there be a guiding 
document on development? 
Are new projects reviewed 

against a vision? It’s all in 
the Comprehensive Plan!

Whether you have never 
heard the term “Comprehen-
sive Plan” before or you are 
a die-hard fan of all things 
urban planning, please at-
tend this Pastry with a Plan-
ner event.

The event will take place 
from 8 to 9 a.m. on Tuesday, 
March 19 in the Legacy 
Room at The Bridgewater 
Club, 3535 E. 161st St.

Click here to register.

Celebrating work by artists
living with disabilities at Fishers 

Arts Council & Ignite Studio
The REPORTER

Fishers Arts Council 
(FAC) in partnership with 
Ignite Studio at the Hamil-
ton East Public Library and 
the City of Fishers Advisory 
Committee on Disability will 
offer a month-long gallery of 
art by individual artists and 
artists who are part of orga-
nizations providing services 
to those with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities.

The exhibit, which is 
split between Ignite Studio 
and the FAC Hub Gallery, 
is part of Fishers’ annual 
March disability Aware-
ness Month celebration, 
which features special 
events and programs around 
the community.

Ignite Studio’s exhib-
it can be found inside the 
north entrance to the library, 
as well as in the hall leading 
to Ignite Studio, and is cu-
rated by the Arts Education 
Coordinator of Ignite Stu-
dio, Sydney Brink. Fishers 
Arts Council’s gallery is 
located at the Collaboration 
Hub at the Hamilton Coun-
ty Community Foundation 
in Fishers, curated by the 
Fishers Arts Council board 
and Executive Director Les 
Reinhardt.

Ignite Studio’s gallery 
will be on display March 1 
to 28, seven days a week, 
while FAC’s gallery will be 
open March 4 to 27, Mon-
day to Thursday, and by ap-
pointment only on Fridays 
by contacting FAC directly.

To celebrate the over 80 
pieces of art shared between 
the gallery spaces, there 
will be a Second Friday re-
ception from 6 to 9 p.m. on 
March 8 at the FAC Hub 
Gallery, which is free and 
open to the public. The re-

ception is sponsored in part 
by Conner Prairie and the 
Fishers Arts + Culture Com-
mission.

Live music will be per-
formed by Andy Schom-
burg, a Special Education 
teacher for HSE Schools. 
A warm welcome from the 
Fishers Advisory Commit-
tee on Disability will take 
place at 7 p.m., followed 
by a guest lecture by artist 
Johnson Simon.

“We added a guest lec-
ture to our reception last 
year with Fishers comic 
book artist Jason Funk,” Re-
inhardt said. “This year I’m 
pleased to have Indianapolis 
artist Johnson Simon speak 
about his artistic career. 
Both of these individuals 
have inspirational stories 
and how their art is part of 
that story.”

Guests are welcome to 
come and go as they please 
during the reception, meet 
and shop directly from the 
artists, and learn about the 
supportive organizational 
resources that exist in the 
Fishers community. Peo-
ple of all ages are welcome 
and wanted in the gallery. 
ASL interpreters from Luna 
Language Services will be 
present during the reception. 
Artwork will be available 
for sale in both gallery spac-
es which can be purchased 
through QR codes on site. 

The following organiza-
tions are participating: Art-
Mix, Janus Developmental 
Services, Noble, and Studio 
Outside the Box. Students 
from Hamilton Southeast-
ern High School’s Exception 
Learners program, under the 
art direction of Dan Moos-
brugger, are also participat-
ing: Jowan Ahmed, Drew 

Benedetto, Harraj Ghotra, 
Miguel Hernandez, Nilay 
Kasture, Carson Loggins, Yin 
Yin Mon, and Collin Young.

Individual artists who 
are self-representing, many 
of whom have participat-
ed in this exhibit since it 
started, are: Krista Darrow, 
Blake Dauby, Jason Funk, 
Anna Inger, Hikaru Kiku-
chi, Nick Mangos, Warren 
Miller, Mark Rouse, and 
Johnson Simon. 

“While all artists are 
welcome to participate in 
our monthly themed ex-
hibits, there is a core group 
of individuals who have 
participated in our March 
Disability Awareness ex-
hibit for as long as I can 
remember,” Reinhardt said. 
“I love seeing their creative 
styles grow and change over 
the years and I am always 
so happy to welcome them 
back to the gallery.”

If you need assistance to 
enjoy FAC’s events, please 

reach out and let them know 
how they can help by email-
ing info@fishersartscoun-
cil.org.

About the Fishers
Arts Council

Fishers Arts Council is 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit arts 
organization whose mission 
is to support, advocate, and 
cultivate visual and per-
forming arts opportunities 
that educate and/or enhance 
the lives of those who live, 
work, and visit Fishers. Vis-
it the art gallery space at the 
Collaboration Hub at Ham-
ilton County Community 
Foundation, 11810 Technol-
ogy Drive, Fishers, online at 
FishersArtsCouncil.org, 
or call or text at (317) 537-
1670.

Art provided
See works like Unity by Johnson Simon this month.

https://www.americanbankoffreedom.bank/
https://tinyurl.com/42vbdz59
https://fishersin.gov/services-resources/resident-resources/accessibility-accommodations/march-disability-awareness-month/
https://fishersin.gov/services-resources/resident-resources/accessibility-accommodations/march-disability-awareness-month/
mailto:info%40fishersartscouncil.org?subject=
mailto:info%40fishersartscouncil.org?subject=
https://www.fishersartscouncil.org/


Many of us 
work with a com-
puter, laptop, tab-
let, or other mo-
bile device. No 
matter what you 
use, you want to 
apply some of 
the same princi-
ples that we talk-
ed about for your 
physical work en-
vironment to bring you joy.

Are your computer files 
and documents well orga-
nized so it's easy to find 
what you need? How does 
your email look? Do you 
have hundreds of messag-
es in your inbox versus or-
ganized into folders? Do 
you have a good system 
for saving documents other 
than throwing them on your 
desktop (shudder)?

Decluttering your de-
vice is essential. You can 
organize your files in many 
ways, including keeping ev-
erything in “the cloud” with 
Google Drive. Techlicious, 
Microsoft, Huffington Post, 
and others have articles on-
line to help you discover the 
system that works best. 

Once you organize the 
inside of your device, make 
sure the outside looks good. 
Are you one of those “sticky 
note” people who like to 
plaster the perimeter of their 
screen with reminders? I'm 
talking about the actual pa-
per, not the program you 

can use in your 
device. 

Instead of 
multiple sticky 
notes, I use a com-
bination of phone 
alarms and Out-
look to remind me 
of appointments 
and tasks. Some 
friends of mine 
still use good old 

paper planners. You must 
discover what works for 
you. 

Once you’ve organized 
your computer or device 
inside and out, what do 
you see when you first log-
in every day? Since you're 
looking at this device for 
several hours each day, why 
not make it something mo-
tivating, beautiful, or inspir-
ing? Or cute. You can't go 
wrong with cute, unless it's 
not right for a professional 
environment. 

Your computer or de-
vice has wallpapers you can 
choose from. You can also 
find thousands of options 
that are easy to download 
from the Internet (just make 
sure they’re safe!).

Another way to lift 
your work surroundings is 
through music. It’s probably 
one of the top things I use 
to stay joyful. It moves me 
and makes me feel a myriad 
of emotions. It's no wonder 
that I, like many people, 
often work at my computer 

while listening to music. 
Entrepreneur.com states 

that, when used strategical-
ly, music can increase your 
productivity. In a noisy open 
office environment, slipping 
on some headphones or put-
ting in earbuds can help you 
focus better on your tasks. 

What if you're on your 
feet with a more physically 
demanding job? Even bet-
ter! For years my husband 
John was in the bicycle 
retail and repair business. 
Listening to music helped 
motivate him and his friends 
when they were doing re-
pairs in the back of the shop. 
It also led to some laughter 
and raised eyebrows when 
customers would find them 
dancing as they worked!

Music can help not just 
employees, but customers 
as well. The City of Nobles-
ville partnered with Nobles-
ville Main Street years ago 
to start playing music over 
loudspeakers throughout 
our historic downtown dis-
trict during the holidays. 

The reason for this 
change? The partners knew 
that the right music puts 
people in good moods, cre-
ates a brand for a store or 
shopping area, attracts cus-
tomers, and increases sales 
and revenue. Main Street 
received loads of positive 
feedback about it.

What if you're not a 
“music” person? I'm good 

friends with someone like 
this and she is one of the 
sweetest people I know. 
So, us music people must 
respect non-music people 
(and vice versa!). This is 
where those headphones 
and earbuds come in handy.

White noise, which is 
like a fan running, is also 
helpful in a shared office 
space. According to Sydney 
University, white noise and 
its relatives, pink and brown 
noises, can help mask 
sounds and increase concen-
tration. 

I use pink noise thanks to 
an app on my phone at night 
to help me sleep to block 
out tinnitus. Many apps are 
free or low-cost to help you 
experiment with different 
soothing sounds that help 
your workspace be more 
pleasant and productive.

You can work together 
with others in your shared 
space to find the right com-
bination for everyone. I en-
courage you to experiment 
with either music or white 
noise to find the right for-
mula to help soothe, mo-
tivate, and move you to do 
your joyful best!

Amy Shankland is a 
writer and fundraising pro-
fessional living in Nobles-
ville with her husband John, 
two sons, two dogs and a 
cat. You can reach her via 
email at amys@greenave-
nue.info.
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Stony Creek Church of Christ
“First Century Christianity in the Twenty First Century”

15530 Herriman Blvd., Noblesville
(317) 219-5852

Sunday Bible Study 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 pm 

 For some time, each ad has included a picture of the building where we meet. 
However, that is not the church -the people are. With that in mind our ad will now 
include a picture of “the church” – the people. We invite you to come visit with the 
church at Stony Creek. You will be warmly greeted, treated with respect, and highly 
valued. We can benefit from you, and you can benefit from us. Let’s search the 
Scriptures together and come to understand God’s Word more completely.  
 We meet at 15530 Herriman Blvd. in Noblesville. Our building is behind the 
doctor’s office and at the stop sign.
 At the Stony Creek Church of Christ, we assemble on Sundays and 
Wednesdays to seek a better understanding of Jesus and His ways. You are 
encouraged and invited to join us for those studies or call for a private study.

The Picture Has Changed

AMY SHANKLAND
Perfectly Imperfect

COLUMNIST

Perk up your technology & music at work

The REPORTER
Joyce Foster, CFP, 

CDFA, MBA a financial 
advisor with Carmel Fi-
nancial Advi-
sors, a financial 
advisory practice 
of Ameriprise Fi-
nancial Services, 
LLC., recently 
celebrated 40 
years with Amer-
iprise Financial. 
Foster has served 
residents of the 
Carmel area 
since 1984.

“I am immensely grate-
ful for the opportunity to 
have enjoyed a fulfilling 
career spanning 40 years,” 
Foster said. “Throughout 
this journey, I have cher-
ished every moment spent 
doing what I love and 
working with clients who 

have enriched my life. 
Their trust, collaboration, 
and support have been in-
valuable, and I look for-

ward to continu-
ing to serve and 
contribute to our 
shared success in 
the years ahead.”

As a finan-
cial advisory 
practice, Carmel 
Financial Ad-
visors provides 
financial advice 
that is anchored 

in a solid understanding of 
client needs and expecta-
tions and provided in one-
on-one relationships with 
their clients.

For more information, 
click here or visit the 
Ameriprise office at 10333 
N. Meridian St., Suite 120, 
Carmel. 

Foster

Carmel Financial Advisor’s 
Joyce Foster commemorates 40 
years with Ameriprise Financial

The REPORTER
Hamilton County Tour-

ism, Inc. is again one of the 
2024 Best Places to Work in 
Indiana, marking the fifth 
time the organization has 
earned the designation from 
the Indiana Chamber of 
Commerce.

The statewide awards 
program evaluates organiza-
tions that voluntarily partic-
ipate and honors those that 

earn high levels of employ-
ee satisfaction and engage-
ment in the workplace.

“Destination manag-
ers and the community’s 
hospitality industry work 
to ensure the best possi-
ble experience is enjoyed 
by our visitors,” Hamilton 
County Tourism President/
CEO Brenda Myers said. 
“Demonstrating that same 
hospitality and support to 

this incredible tourism team 
just makes sense.”

Companies from across 
the state participate in a 
two-part survey process to 
determine if they are a Best 
Places to Work in Indiana. 
The first part evaluates each 
company's workplace poli-
cies, practices, philosophy, 
systems, and demographics 
and is worth approximately 
20 percent of the total evalu-

ation score. 
The second part sur-

veys employees to mea-
sure their experience in the 
workplace. The Employee 
Feedback Survey is worth 
approximately 80 percent 
of the total evaluation. The 
combined scores deter-
mined the top companies 
and final rankings. Work-
force Research Group man-
aged the overall registration 

and survey process in Indi-
ana, analyzed the data.

Final rankings will be 
announced at an awards 
ceremony May 8 at the Indi-
ana Convention Center and 
be published in the Indiana 
Chamber’s BizVoice maga-
zine after the event.

For more information on 
the Best Places to Work in 
Indiana program, visit Best-
PlacestoWorkIndiana.com.

About Hamilton 
County Tourism

Hamilton County Tour-
ism Inc. is a nonprofit, 
destination management 
organization that promotes 
tourism growth through 
strategic marketing, hospi-
tality and development ini-
tiatives providing hospitali-
ty to more than four million 
visitors to Hamilton County 
each year.

Hamilton County Tourism named 
one of Best Places to Work in Indiana

ReadTheReporter.com
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Noblesville redevelopment Authority, hamilton County, Indiana
Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2023

 Local Fund Local Fund Beg Cash & Inv Bal  end Cash & Inv Bal
 Number Name Jan 1, 2023 receipts disbursements dec 31, 2023
Governmental  1 RDA Debt Service $15,131,242.12 $20,435,424.09 $16,853,428.46 $18,713,237.75
Activities 2 RDA Capital Projects $25,548,606.49 $54,636,165.10 $20,602,819.71 $59,581,951.88
  Total All Funds $40,679,848.61 $75,071,589.19 $37,456,248.17 $78,295,189.63
R3917 3/1/24, 3/4/24

— Noblesville —

Noblesville Civil City, hamilton County, Indiana
Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2023

 Local Fund Local Fund Beg Cash & Inv Bal  end Cash & Inv Bal
 Number Name Jan 1, 2023 receipts disbursements dec 31, 2023
Governmental 1101 General Fund $15,583,677.14 $73,285,008.69 $64,876,209.67 $23,992,476.16
Activities 2201 MVH $4,720,440.62 $1,584,963.53 $780,190.06 $5,525,214.09
 2202 LRS $4,711,068.95 $1,852,615.20 $475,948.09 $6,087,736.06
 2203 MVH Restricted $0.00 $1,498,812.24 $1,498,812.24 $0.00
 2204 Parks And Recreation $3,130,870.09 $4,192,723.76 $4,568,127.48 $2,755,466.37
 2211 Parks Program Fees $179,410.88 $2,501,754.35 $2,131,500.53 $549,664.70
 2216 Redevelopment Commission Professional Services $459,701.46 $136,917.87 $396,768.04 $199,851.29
 2224 Parking Meter $393.18 $207,835.91 $208,228.40 $0.69
 2226 Downtown Development $107,075.73 $862,500.00 $91,221.98 $878,353.75
 2228 Law Enforcement Continuing Education $194,391.98 $66,579.05 $44,038.27 $216,932.76
 2233 Deferral $366,186.27 $27,265.00 $27,013.29 $366,437.98
 2236 Rainy Day $15,881,549.92 $5,676,544.80 $9,108,088.99 $12,450,005.73
 2240 LIT - Public Safety $0.00 $787,374.00 $0.00 $787,374.00
 2249 Vehicle Excise/ $773,208.51 $1,883,355.39 $2,300,368.47 $356,195.43
 2300 Civil City Donation $22,072.06 $2,264.02 $15,000.00 $9,336.08
 2301 Police Donation $83,708.03 $24,070.00 $20,540.15 $87,237.88
 2302 Fire Donation $8,158.59 $0.00 $8,158.59 $0.00
 2303 Event Sponsorships $88,471.24 $167,112.66 $169,061.57 $86,522.33
 2304 Park Donation $330.00 $75,000.00 $75,000.00 $330.00
 2305 Tree Board Donation $5,138.24 $0.00 $910.90 $4,227.34
 2306 Cemetery Donation $60.00 $0.00 $0.00 $60.00
 2400 ARP Local $3,115,997.01 $0.00 $0.00 $3,115,997.01
 2401 Community Development Block Grant - Federal -$131,735.28 $131,735.28 $0.00 $0.00
 2403 Midland Trace Trail Grant - Federal LPA -$57.23 $57.23 $0.00 $0.00
 2404 19th & Pleasant Intersection Grant - Federal LPA -$18,469.52 $18,469.52 $0.00 $0.00
 2405 186th & Cumberland Intersection - Federal LPA $9.99 $0.00 $9.99 $0.00
 2406 Greenfield & Howe Intersection - Federal LPA $0.01 $0.00 $0.01 $0.00
 2407 Com Connect for Disabilities Grant Fund $0.00 $791.85 $791.85 $0.00
 2408 NEA OUR TOWN GRANT - FEDERAL -$32,075.52 $37,250.00 $5,174.48 $0.00
 2409 Fema Pub Asst Grant #146722-Fed $64,094.64 $0.00 $64,094.64 $0.00
 2410 Usfs Cufa Grant-Fed -$25,000.00 $25,000.00 $0.00 $0.00
 2413 Community Crossings Matching Grant - State $93,877.34 $1,939,205.13 $1,813,805.72 $219,276.75
 2415 Mih Grant-State -$19,919.68 $20,000.00 $0.00 $80.32
 2417 Make My Move Grant - State $85,000.00 $125,000.00 $210,000.00 $0.00
 2419 DOJ Block Grant - Federal $20,508.96 $0.00 $220.10 $20,288.86
 2420 Nickel Plt Trl Grant - Fed $0.00 $255,459.50 $2,041,669.91 -$1,786,210.41
 2421 Stoney Crk Trl Grant - Fed LPA $0.00 $15,541.41 $111,460.02 -$95,918.61
 2422 Cnty ARPA READi Suppl Grant - Fed $0.00 $1,000,000.00 $147,665.23 $852,334.77
 2423 SAFER Grant 2021 - Federal $0.00 $121,854.75 $395,031.30 -$273,176.55
 2424 FHWA Gen Grants - Fed $0.00 $0.00 $6,112.00 -$6,112.00
 2500 Asset Forfeiture $17,837.00 $1,696.77 $0.00 $19,533.77
 2502 Economic Incentive Revolving $249,388.47 $375,000.00 $0.00 $624,388.47
 2503 Opiod Settlement Fund $68,148.22 $17,100.91 $0.00 $85,249.13
 2505 Court Records Perpetuation $94,774.57 $19,157.97 $2,516.27 $111,416.27
 2506 City Court Checking Account $124,866.16 $729,782.84 $808,577.02 $46,071.98
 3307 DS/COIT Sinking $985,253.98 $753,996.00 $996,500.03 $742,749.95
 3319 Fire Cumulative Control $1,197,769.72 $1,131,824.49 $1,645,795.93 $683,798.28
 3321 DS/Cap Improvement Short Term Debt $0.00 $9,797,746.39 $9,765,644.98 $32,101.41
 3322 DS/Bldg Auth Refunding Bonds, Series 2014 $212,137.47 $1,674,132.37 $1,551,296.67 $334,973.17
 3323 DS/Bldg Auth Mortgage Bonds, Series 2001 $2,694,749.98 $4,779,276.27 $5,162,975.00 $2,311,051.25
 3326 DP/Federal Hill Garage - 2021 Bonds -DS $128,061.60 $635,562.46 $442,992.50 $320,631.56
 3345 DP/Equipt Lease Purch Loans - in Escrow $438,445.80 $3,828,031.89 $1,712,187.96 $2,554,289.73
 3346 DS/Levinson   $626,598.09 $1,222,606.34 $1,204,529.00 $644,675.43
 3347 Dp/Nexus Apts - 2021 Bonds $0.00 $80,238.42 $0.00 $80,238.42
 3348 DP/WASHINGTON BUSINESS PARK - 2021 BONDS-DS $479,827.95 $56,375.00 $317,700.00 $218,502.95
 3349 Dp/Washington Business Park Ii - 2022 Bonds-DS $944,707.96 $33,834.39 $375,160.00 $603,382.35
 3350 Dp/Bastian Solu-2023 Bonds-DS $0.00 $1,570,746.95 $311,275.00 $1,259,471.95
 3351 DP/VILLAGE AT FEDERAL HILL - 2021 BONDS-DS $704,815.25 $20,035.56 $432,000.00 $292,850.81
 3353 Dp/ East Bank Proj - 2022 Bonds-DS $667,939.70 $45,561.67 $442,198.00 $271,303.37
 3354 Dp/Millhaus Multifamily Project-2022 Bonds-DS $1,395,198.00 $55,665.28 $325,397.50 $1,125,465.78
 3355 Dp/Mid Pointe-2023 Bonds-DS $0.00 $1,659,242.03 $226,189.81 $1,433,052.22
 3356 Dp/Milhaus Age Restricted-2023A/B Bonds-DS $0.00 $814,451.84 $166,677.51 $647,774.33
 3357 DP/LOFTS ON 10TH - 2021 BONDS-DS $3,629.40 $18,022.74 $0.00 $21,652.14
 4401 CCI $263,497.48 $126,345.02 $187,499.80 $202,342.70
 4402 CCD $486,313.92 $2,153,118.15 $1,699,287.65 $940,144.42
 4403 Park Impact Fee $3,960,825.35 $1,598,013.02 $864,184.81 $4,694,653.56
 4413 DP/Annual Capital Improvement Projects $5,813,546.51 $6,000,000.00 $3,585,843.92 $8,227,702.59
 4443 Road Impact Fee $6,273,679.51 $5,365,250.12 $1,183,779.94 $10,455,149.69
 4445 Stoney Creek East TIF $632,722.46 $2,422,631.98 $1,875,838.15 $1,179,516.29
 4446 Business Park TIF $1,001,669.45 $831,739.19 $1,340,425.42 $492,983.22
 4447 Downtown/Logan St TIF $842,340.24 $2,885,233.50 $3,645,507.24 $82,066.50
 4448 Corp Campus West TIF $3,565,686.95 $5,459,550.02 $5,730,888.25 $3,294,348.72
 4449 Corp Campus East TIF $2,845,314.23 $3,189,064.36 $2,210,020.03 $3,824,358.56
 4450 HazelDell Road TIF $1,640,479.30 $1,158,956.45 $1,069,981.02 $1,729,454.73
 4451 SMC Corporation TIF $364,788.11 $1,160,091.41 $1,141,924.70 $382,954.82
 4452 Bergen-Tegler TIF $1,527,948.85 $1,389,940.53 $1,153,837.13 $1,764,052.25
 4453 Hamilton Town Center TIF $3,416,977.15 $1,937,711.24 $1,807,586.27 $3,547,102.12
 4454 SR37 & 146th Street TIF $1,158,787.69 $1,433,082.55 $471,013.43 $2,120,856.81
 4455 Pleasant Street TIF $342,707.49 $824,454.39 $15,371.75 $1,151,790.13
 4456 Levinson TIF $0.60 $217,251.74 $209,586.27 $7,666.07
 4457 Cent 146th St TIF $0.44 $426,717.75 $426,718.19 $0.00
 4458 Finch Creek Fieldhouse TIF $89,986.64 $656,984.98 $633,685.25 $113,286.37
 4459 Promenade Tif $331,601.78 $604,093.70 $378,020.46 $557,675.02
 4460 Lofts On Tenth Tif $0.00 $17,854.64 $17,854.64 $0.00
 4461 Nexus Tif $0.00 $79,376.72 $79,376.72 $0.00
 4462 Wash Bus Park I Tif $0.00 $65,448.88 $42,656.32 $22,792.56
 4463 East Bank Tif $0.00 $26,669.62 $26,669.62 $0.00
 4500 Pleas St Phase 1 Bridge Grant-County $0.00 $7,835,471.88 $9,057,339.27 -$1,221,867.39
 4501 Little Chi Rd Ped Bridge Grant-County $0.00 $1,051,380.00 $1,051,380.00 $0.00
 4650 Trail Maintenance $220,351.78 $0.00 $220,351.78 $0.00
 4651 Forest Park Rail Yard Rehabilitation $2,446,113.47 $0.00 $297,825.47 $2,148,288.00
 4653 RD Impact/Pleasant St $221,025.13 $732,998.47 $837,800.00 $116,223.60
 4654 DP/Pleasant Street PH & III GO Bond 2022B $5,000,000.00 $4,850,000.00 $4,996,500.98 $4,853,499.02
 4655 DP/Issue LIT Refund Revenue Bonds 2019 $2,973.74 $0.00 $0.00 $2,973.74
 4656 DP/Federal Hill Garage - 2021 Bonds $2,378,364.13 $80,120.70 $1,744,576.23 $713,908.60
 4657 2016 LOIT Special Distribution for Roads $5,913,236.45 $101,886.85 $1,383,516.17 $4,631,607.13
 4658 DP/Finch Creek Park $134,933.01 $0.00 $0.00 $134,933.01
 4659 DP/Pleasant St Phase I - 2021 BAN $480,651.20 $0.00 $480,651.20 $0.00
 4661 Dp/Pleasant St Phase II&III - 2022 Ban $8,675,063.89 $0.00 $8,675,063.89 $0.00
 4662 DP/Field Drive Bridge $105,121.74 $0.00 $105,121.74 $0.00
 4663 DP/Campus Center - 2019 Bonds $71,496.42 $3,308.27 $0.00 $74,804.69
 4664 DSR Tax Annual APPR Eco Bonds 2019 $688,533.34 $31,299.86 $0.00 $719,833.20
 4665 DP/Levinson Garage - 2019 Bonds $187,291.65 $9,001.92 $0.00 $196,293.57
 4668 DP/WASHINGTON BUSINESS PARK - 2021 BONDS $244,757.01 $1,928.37 $246,685.38 $0.00
 4669 Dp/Washington Business Park Ii - 2022 Bonds $3,172,156.75 $88,511.87 $1,991,327.66 $1,269,340.96
 4671 DP/VILLAGE AT FEDERAL HILL - 2021 BONDS $2,481,180.79 $17,901.44 $2,441,760.30 $57,321.93
 4673 Dp/ East Bank Proj - 2022 Bonds $4,767,335.46 $47,476.01 $4,700,205.48 $114,605.99
 4674 Dp/Innovation Mile - 2022 Ban $91,368.14 $521.69 $91,653.90 $235.93
 4675 Dp/Justus Promenade Senior Project- 2022 Bonds $0.00 $1,146,455.21 $1,146,454.97 $0.24
 4676 Dp/Millhaus Multifamily Project-2022 Bonds $0.00 $4,919.65 $0.00 $4,919.65
 4677 Dp/Bastian Solu-2023 Bonds $0.00 $9,000,000.00 $9,000,000.00 $0.00
 4678 Dp/Mid Pointe-2023 Bonds $0.00 $6,389,950.13 $3,738,123.43 $2,651,826.70
 4679 Dp/Milhaus Age Restricted-2023A/B Bonds $0.00 $2,584,412.21 $2,567,029.63 $17,382.58
 7704 Benefit Self-Insurance $5,127,181.49 $15,350,124.98 $15,433,017.31 $5,044,289.16
 7726 Unemployment Self-Insurance $322,056.39 $783,549.54 $568,594.00 $537,011.93
 7727 Accrued Sick Leave Payout -$7,185.99 $1,444,452.21 $1,447,534.20 -$10,267.98
 7728 Property & Casualty Self-Insurance Program $5,389.58 $1,677,948.56 $1,658,011.96 $25,326.18
 7729 Property & Casualty Self-Insurance Loss $345,898.69 $636,468.48 $293,528.68 $688,838.49
 8801 1937 Fire Pension $736,979.44 $495,094.40 $513,218.06 $718,855.78
 8802 1925 Police Pension $534,039.77 $229,899.52 $239,331.23 $524,608.06
 8901 Payroll Control $101,873.95 $44,915,011.72 $44,949,045.50 $67,840.17
 8947 Deferred Compensation Holding $130.10 $2,238,831.62 $2,238,831.62 $130.10
 8976 City Court Service $10,866.75 $119,931.65 $119,314.65 $11,483.75
 8977 Revenue Holding/Utility $70,000.00 $5,195,385.24 $5,198,535.24 $66,850.00
 8978 State DORevenue Holding $1,161.97 $11,278.60 $11,566.52 $874.05
 8979 Civil City Escrow $396,330.83 $42,920.42 $43,170.00 $396,081.25
 8980 IRS Holding $2,972.29 $1,416.88 $35.39 $4,353.78
 8981 Property Tax Pass-Through $5,408.07 $2,256.70 $5,408.07 $2,256.70
WASTEWATER 6201 Sewer Works Operating $18,479,334.26 $17,321,612.48 $15,306,692.60 $20,494,254.14
 6202 Sewer Debt Sinking -$183,575.76 $4,768,642.88 $4,584,715.38 $351.74
 6206 Sewer Improvement & Betterment $15,892,716.18 $5,276,321.41 $2,578,622.91 $18,590,414.68
 6207 Sewer Barrett Law Revolving $2,560,881.36 $137,732.57 $0.00 $2,698,613.93
 6208 Sewer Capital/Phase V LTCP & Lift Stations $5,859,270.51 $190,062.16 $212,096.14 $5,837,236.53
 6209 Solid Waste Operating $272,881.29 $4,421,323.10 $3,773,225.58 $920,978.81
 6211 Sewer Debt Reserve $2,945,498.80 $0.00 $0.00 $2,945,498.80
 6212 Sewer Capital Maintenance $4,986,420.63 $1,454,186.11 $1,556,141.64 $4,884,465.10
 6213 DP/Sewer Lift Stations 2 & 9 - 2020 Bonds $12,787,370.93 $537,112.27 $1,014,857.63 $12,309,625.57
HAMILTON TOWN CENTER 
TAP ON 6210 Sewer HTC Connection $260,236.38 $24,593.01 $0.00 $284,829.39
  Total All Funds $203,857,259.09 $309,126,430.72 $303,797,253.92 $209,186,435.89
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Noblesville Township, hamilton County, Indiana
Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2023

 Local Fund Local Fund Beg Cash & Inv Bal  end Cash & Inv Bal
 Number Name Jan 1, 2023 receipts disbursements dec 31, 2023
Governmental 01         Township Fund                                      $1,311,001.65 $1,499,170.81 $713,473.23 $2,096,699.23
Activities 11         Fire Fighting Fund                                 $1,064,498.01 $1,279,073.52 $1,455,266.04 $888,305.49
 13         Recreation Fund                                    $328,309.80 $0.00 $58,642.73 $269,667.07
 61         Rainy Day Fund                                     $1,853,305.87 $0.00 $0.00 $1,853,305.87
 81         Township Assistance                                $1,177,635.99 $82,818.08 $629,835.79 $630,618.28
 82         CDBG-Covid                                         $1.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1.00
 84         Donation Fund                                      $1,566.70 $6,115.56 $4,150.65 $3,531.61
 85         Tri-Kappa Fund                                     $4,967.71 $10,295.00 $12,748.17 $2,514.54
 87         ERAP Grant Fund                                    $146.28 $0.00 $0.00 $146.28
 91         Levy Excess Fund                                   $818.00 $0.00 $0.00 $818.00
 95         Payroll Deduction Fund                             $2,799.37 $73,240.07 $71,780.52 $4,258.92
  Total All Funds $5,745,050.38 $2,950,713.04 $2,945,897.13 $5,749,866.29

CerTIFICATIoN
State of Indiana 
SS:
Hamilton County
I, Theresa Caldwell, Trustee of NOBLESVILLE TOWNSHIP, Hamilton County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the penalty of perjury that the preceding report 

contains the information required by Indiana code 36-6-4-13, and is, true and correct; that the amounts with which I am charged in this report are all of the amounts 
received by me; and that the various items of expenditures credited have been fully paid in the amounts stated; that such payments were made without express or implied 
agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid to me or to any other person.  A complete abstract that contains the statements required under Indiana 
Code 36-6-4-13(a)(5) and (a)(6) is available for inspection in the county auditor’s office.

I further affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers showing the names of persons having been paid money by the 
township, have been filed as required by law in the office of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the Township Board and the State 
Board of Accounts. Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer of the township.

Theresa Caldwell , Noblesville Township Trustee
Telephone: (317) 773-0249
Date this report was to be published: March 1, 2024
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of Noblesville TOWNSHIP at its annual meeting this 21st day of February, 2024.
Joe Arrowood Township Board Chairman 
This report was received, accepted, and approved by the Township Board at its annual meeting, this 21st day of February, 2024.
Noblesville Township Board:
Joe Arrowood
Peggy Pfister
Mary Sue Rowland
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Sheridan Public Library 
has full March calendar

Submitted
The Sheridan Public Li-

brary, 103 W. 1st St., has all 
sorts of fun activities avail-
able for all ages. See the list 
below and visit sheridan.lib.
in.us for more information. 
Support your local library!

Babies + Toddlers
• March 5, 12, 19, 26 at 

11 a.m.: Baby Time (0 to 18 
months)

• March 7, 14, 21, 28 at 
11 a.m.: Discovery Time (18 
to 36 months)

Preschool
• March 1, 8, 15, 22 at 11 

a.m.: Story Time (ages 3 to 6)
• March 6, 13, 20, 27 

at 11 a.m.: Mindful Move-
ments (ages 2 to 6)

Grades K to 5
• March 5, 12, 19, 26 at 3 

to 5 p.m.: Lego Club
• March 14 at 1 p.m.: Ho-

meschool Event to Spring
Grades 6 to 12

• March 7 at 4 p.m.: 
D&D Game for Teens

• March 14 at 1 p.m.: Ho-
meschool Event to Spring

• March 14 at 4 p.m.: 
Boba Flower Pots *Regis-
tration required

• March 21 at 4 p.m.: 
Josmara Alvarado, Guest 
Speaker

• March 28 at 4 p.m.: 
Follow the Evidence to 
Handwriting Analysis

Adults
• March 5 at 3 p.m.: 

Adult Bingo (sponsored by 
Robert Owen)

• March 6, 13, 20, 27 at 
11 a.m.: Needle Crafters

• March 12 at 6 p.m.: 
Friends Meeting

• March 18 at 6 p.m.: 
Pinners

• March 20 at 5:30 p.m.: 
Sheridan Readers: Indiana 
Author; read a book of your 
choice

All Ages
• March 2 at 9 a.m. to 1 

p.m.: Dr. Seuss Day; Read 
Across America to Scaven-
ger Hunt, craft, etc.

• March 8 at 6 p.m.: Bin-
go Night, Free Event

• March 13 at 6 p.m.: 
Family Science Night *Reg-
istration required

• March 16 at 6 p.m.: 
Winter Concert Series pre-
sented by The Farmers 
Bank: Kortney and Steve. 
Tickets available at the front 
desk for $5

• March 20 at 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m.: Won’t You be my 
Neighbor Day to Activity 
handout

• March 23 at 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m.: Easter Egg Hunt 
+ Easter Bunny Visit to ages 
10 and under, hunts begin 
every 15 minutes

• March 27 at 6 p.m.: 
Eclipse Presentation with 
IUK Professor Dr. Patrick 
Motl

* * *
For more information on 

programming and services, 
please visit sheridan.lib.
in.us. The library will be 
closed, Saturday, March 23 
for regular business hours 
to host Easter egg hunt and 
bunny visit.

The REPORTER
The Winter 

Market will run 
from 9 a.m. to 
noon this Satur-
day, March 2 at 
West Fork Whis-
key, 10 E. 191st 
St. The Mar-
ket runs weekly 
through Saturday, 
March 9.

Stop by for 
baked treats, fresh 
produce, meat, 
cheese, dog treats, honey, 
fresh flowers, handcrafted 
items and so much more. 
The market is free and open 
to the public.

The presenting sponsor 
is The Farmers Bank, and 
the host sponsor is West 
Fork Whiskey.
Presenting Sponsor

• Now open in West-
field: The new Financial 
Center is located just behind 
Meijer on Spring Mill Road 
and is open from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on Friday. During busi-
ness hours, high-tech drive-
up smart ATMs are available 
to conduct any transaction 
with or without live help 
without the need to leave 
your vehicle. Click here to 
visit the Westfield Financial 
Center website.

• Cd & Money Market 
specials: Visit The Farmers 
Bank’s table at the market 
to learn more about CD and 
Money Market specials. 
Farmers Bank staff will 
be on hand to share infor-
mation with you and even 
schedule an appointment to 
set up a new account.

• Free tote & enter 
to win: Pick up your free 
Farmers Bank tote bag and 
then enter to win as you en-
ter the market. This month, 
The Farmers Bank is giving 
away a portable Bose speak-
er (value $300) and two Yeti 
thermoses. No purchase 
necessary. Must be 21 or 

older to enter.
March 2 Vendors
The following is a list of 

vendors that have confirmed 
their participation for this 
Saturday. This list is subject 
to change without notice.
• Alcomy LLC
• Angelo’s Italian Market
• Baked, A Cookie Company, LLC
• BricksMadeBetter 
• Coconut Rose Designs
• Country Fun Freeze 
• Creolicious Bakery
• Darling Impressions
• Dragonwood LLC
• Eagle Creek Apiary
• Emberline Designs
• Emma Mourfield Pottery
• Fungi Meadows
• Glaux Co.
• Gluten Free Creations, Inc.
• H&S Knife Sharpening
• Happy Mutt Pet Bakery
• Heritage Homestead Farms, LLC
• Ice Cream Donuts
• Just Millie and Me 
• Kell Squires Pastures
• Kim’s Key Lime Cookies, Inc.
• Lazy Labs Bakery
• Old Major
• Park Wagyu Cattle
• PipKing Creations with Soule
• Poppin’ Sweet Confections
• REFcreatives
• Revolt CBD LLC
• Rivet Coffee Bar & Roastery
• Rock-A-Toy
• Rosie Sue Designs
• Shop Gina Celeste
• Simply Chunky Creations
• The Food Florist
• The Goodie Basket
• The Kafe (Kafeteria LLC)
• timbar
• Travelin Tom’s Coffee
• United Bonds
• unsoaped, LLC
• Wander Free Design Co
• Waldis Artisan Bakery
• Wild Loaf, LLC 
• Wrightway Crafts

Don’t miss Saturday’s 
Westfield Winter Market

Hamilton County 
Reporter

             More News More Sports
. . . and more readers!

Thank you, Hamilton County!

https://sheridan.lib.in.us/
https://sheridan.lib.in.us/
https://www.thefarmersbank.com/locate-contact/westfield
https://facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter
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Carmel redevelopment Authority, hamilton County, Indiana
Cash Fund Statement - 2023

 Local Fund Local Fund Beg Cash Bal   end Cash Bal
 Number Name Jan. 1, 2023 receipts disbursements dec. 31 ,2023
Governmental 900002 2016 Project Fund $422,397.64 $857,144.95 $1,114,696.81 $164,845.78
Activities 900003 2017 Project Fund $3,362,605.57 $107,574.86 $2,184,195.10 $1,285,985.33
 900004 Redevelopment Authority Debt Service Fund $19,182,490.28 $47,443,386.28 $47,055,477.00 $19,570,399.56
 900005 Redevelopment Authority Capital Projects Fund $78,175.97 $543.33 $78,719.30 $0.00
 900007 2018A Project Fund $469,544.25 $886,949.10 $880,679.22 $475,814.13
 900009 2021A Project Fund $40,879,451.52 $3,118,600.23 $14,702,212.96 $29,295,838.79
 900010 2022A Project Fund $62,742,642.73 $8,199,415.91 $6,294,094.80 $64,647,963.84
  Total All Funds $127,137,307.96 $60,613,614.66 $72,310,075.19 $115,440,847.43
R3919 3/1/24, 3/4/24

— CaRmel —

Carmel Civil City, hamilton County, Indiana
Cash Fund Statement - 2023

 Local Fund Local Fund Beg Cash Bal   end Cash Bal
 Number Name Jan. 1, 2023 receipts disbursements dec. 31 ,2023
Governmental 0 Carmel City Court $83,237.91 $1,116,015.98 $1,115,241.15 $84,012.74
Activities 0 Payroll Fund $0.00 $78,462,466.57 $78,462,466.57 $0.00
 0 Redev Commission Trust Accounts $14,354,994.90 $3,691,444.49 $10,300,754.04 $7,745,685.35
 0 2016 GO Bonds Trustee Accounts $6,901.58 $21.50 $6,923.08 $0.00
 00 2021 GO Bond Trustee Account $1,270,172.94 $40,892.53 $736,999.69 $574,065.78
 1 General $17,536,721.22 $123,498,974.79 $125,700,999.26 $15,334,696.75
 102 Ambulance Fund $3,240,630.74 $2,728,472.87 $1,047,111.46 $4,921,992.15
 103 Parks Capital $465,940.28 $5,469,136.39 $1,108,166.68 $4,826,909.99
 106 Park Impact Fee Fund $2,800,154.68 $2,059,261.89 $596,749.13 $4,262,667.44
 107 Hazardous Material Response Fund $40,282.56 $3,291.60 $0.00 $43,574.16
 108 Parks Program Fund $2,560,555.27 $5,532,188.61 $4,402,025.87 $3,690,718.01
 109 Parks Monon Fund $3,803,786.67 $7,179,146.87 $6,332,450.02 $4,650,483.52
 110 Parks Facilities Fund $234,474.17 $281,831.86 $201,284.86 $315,021.17
 176 ARP COVID LOCAL FIS REC $2,067,288.91 $4,714.42 $2,072,003.33 $0.00
 201 Motor Vehicle Highway $382,980.84 $20,001,742.22 $19,471,584.26 $913,138.80
 202 Local Road And Street $2,080,683.82 $2,732,964.96 $1,962,306.07 $2,851,342.71
 203 Cumulative Capital Improvement $190,663.79 $181,078.68 $216,396.88 $155,345.59
 204 Capital Lease Fund $922,398.77 $9,893,140.96 $7,685,174.22 $3,130,365.51
 205 MVH-CRP $4,022,687.50 $2,148,109.48 $2,500,000.00 $3,670,796.98
 206 Cumulative Capital Sewer $9,650.61 $0.00 $0.00 $9,650.61
 209 Deferral Fund $162,434.30 $9,170.57 $44,232.53 $127,372.34
 210 User Fee Fund $413,967.51 $109,084.64 $37,101.37 $485,950.78
 211 Cumulative Captial Development $660.42 $5,148,387.83 $4,850,125.19 $298,923.06
 220 Barrett Law Fund $5.67 $0.00 $0.00 $5.67
 221 Barrett Law Surplus $166,368.57 $0.00 $0.00 $166,368.57
 252 MIHP Fund $6,800.10 $341.57 $1,928.23 $5,213.44
 256 Opioid Settlement Unrestricted $59,213.94 $10,595.20 $0.00 $69,809.14
 257 Opioid Settlement Restricted $138,165.84 $38,291.65 $0.00 $176,457.49
 301 Health Insurance Fund $2,579,551.17 $21,778,258.16 $22,972,768.20 $1,385,041.13
 302 Workers Comp Fund $151,355.29 $300,000.00 $332,213.75 $119,141.54
 403 Lease Rental Fund $3,852.65 $0.00 $0.00 $3,852.65
 405 2004 Road Bond Fund $21,180.27 $2,851,664.98 $2,793,500.00 $79,345.25
 406 2016 G.O. Bonds Debt Service $14,773.44 $1,611,764.24 $1,478,456.92 $148,080.76
 407 2021 L/R Property Tax Bond $14,647.60 $753,979.86 $670,000.00 $98,627.46
 408 2022 L/R PROPERTY BOND $0.00 $5,217,421.10 $5,003,000.00 $214,421.10
 450 Old Town/126Th Street $459.75 $0.00 $0.00 $459.75
 501 Dnr/Tree City $74,758.66 $0.00 $0.00 $74,758.66
 502 Clerk’s Record Perpetuation $288,643.50 $26,434.25 $40,957.03 $274,120.72
 503 Court Interperter Fund $81.37 $4.96 $0.00 $86.33
 504 Support For The Arts $19,133.77 $0.00 $0.00 $19,133.77
 505 Public Defenders Fund $2,989.35 $3,228.09 $2,083.33 $4,134.11
 506 JUDICIAL SALARY FEES $94,720.89 $24,501.36 $35,841.06 $83,381.19
 507 Historic Preservation Fund $278,392.55 $63,590.29 $5,555.59 $336,427.25
 801 Police Pension Fund $138,607.36 $659,972.12 $646,840.52 $151,738.96
 802 Fire Pension Fund $4,396.33 $662,797.84 $644,145.52 $23,048.65
 851 Fire Gift Fund $15,884.33 $27,794.82 $28,366.14 $15,313.01
 852 Police Gift $154,962.38 $122,181.96 $54,459.75 $222,684.59
 853 Parks Gift Fund $129,598.85 $97,703.12 $108,021.19 $119,280.78
 854 Community Relations Gift Fund $193,416.25 $213,245.63 $173,852.50 $232,809.38
 855 Carmel Redev Gift - Dinner Fund $116.81 $7.11 $0.00 $123.92
 856 Carmel Redev Gift-Marketing $42,423.60 $101,539.38 $3,612.00 $140,350.98
 900 Grant Fund $789,877.65 $2,227,667.57 $1,020,701.78 $1,996,843.44
 902 Redevelopment Commission $17,904,551.07 $43,573,648.49 $46,032,690.89 $15,445,508.67
 903 Economic Fund $73,565.17 $20,000.00 $0.00 $93,565.17
 904 Housing Authority $58,865.18 $0.00 $0.00 $58,865.18
 911 Drug Task Force $384,125.90 $269,017.80 $215,747.38 $437,396.32
 912 Rainy Day $11,828,767.62 $1,034,292.00 $0.00 $12,863,059.62
 919 Throughfare Fund $1,887,057.05 $455,868.68 $4,955.00 $2,337,970.73
 920 Keystone Ave Fund $141,581.65 $8,623.59 $0.00 $150,205.24
 921 Non-Reverting Bicycle Facility $51,679.31 $20,572.87 $0.00 $72,252.18
 922 Non-Reverting Center Green Ice Rink $631,346.68 $500,144.41 $421,990.61 $709,500.48
 923 Non-Reverting Events & Festivals $56,283.86 $105,043.89 $25,855.78 $135,471.97
 924 Non-Reverting Code Enforcement $52,201.16 $13,697.80 $0.00 $65,898.96
 925 Non-Revt Sidewalk Program $55,928.40 $11,907.90 $4,890.75 $62,945.55
 999 Levy Excess Fund $0.18 $0.00 $0.00 $0.18
WASTEWATER 0 Wastewater Bond & Interest At Bony $2,816,298.01 $1,639,124.75 $1,413,750.88 $3,041,671.88
 00 Wastewater Construction Fund  $502,029.32 $2,888.23 $504,917.55 $0.00
 651 Sewer Operating $2,510,931.42 $11,937,056.19 $11,980,243.32 $2,467,744.29
 652 Sewer Depreciating $0.35 $39,257.00 $39,256.39 $0.96
 653 Sewer Bond Sinking $485,169.02 $1,156,381.17 $1,096,261.34 $545,288.85
 654 Sewer Construction Fund $46,467.96 $10,691,310.34 $3,190,118.76 $7,547,659.54
 659 Sewer Connection Fund $1,115,705.44 $814,636.30 $1,929,842.29 $499.45
 660 Sewer Availability Fund $0.25 $0.00 $0.00 $0.25
WATER 601 Water Operating $1,853,706.22 $43,266,975.05 $44,372,963.41 $747,717.86
 602 Hydrant Meter Deposit Fund $42,705.00 $600.00 $75.00 $43,230.00
 604 Water Depreciation $0.37 $770,647.00 $770,646.78 $0.59
 605 Water Bond & Interest $1,573,682.00 $65,688.00 $0.00 $1,639,370.00
 606 Water Sinking Fund $9,569.01 $9,076,744.52 $8,940,963.42 $145,350.11
 609 Water Connection $1,378.03 $2,473,644.36 $2,184,683.34 $290,339.05
 610 Water Availability $184.02 $616,451.65 $616,504.53 $131.14
 612 Water Construction Fund (BAN) $43,930.69 $30,138.17 $74,068.86 $0.00
STORM WATER 0 Stormwater Bond Trustee Accounts $5,109,823.64 $212,302.91 $63,421.02 $5,258,705.53
 250 Non Reverting Storm Water $1,147,844.04 $4,219,766.24 $4,279,085.73 $1,088,524.55
  Total All Funds $112,421,025.35 $440,110,954.28 $433,029,332.20 $119,502,647.43
R3920 3/1/24, 3/4/24

NoTICe
Project: Hamilton County Special Projects 2024
Bid Package: 10 Female Annex Boiler Replacement 
Scope of work: Boiler and hot water pump replacements inside of the Female 

Annex mechanical room. 
Contractor Bids:  Notice is hereby given that the Board of Commissioners 

of Hamilton County, Indiana, during its regularly scheduled meeting in the 
Commissioners” Courtroom will receive sealed bids for items as listed below. 
These sealed bids must be forwarded by registered mail or delivered in person to 
the Hamilton County Auditor, located in the basement of the historic courthouse at 
33 North 9th Street, Suite L21, Noblesville, Indiana 46060 prior to 11:30 a.m. on 
March 25rd, 2024. After 11:30 a.m. bids may be delivered to the Commissioners’ 
Courtroom up to the time of the noticed bid opening. All bids will be opened and 
read aloud beginning at 1:00 p.m. on Monday, March 25th, 2024.  

Project Information: To request project documents (drawings, scope of 
work, etc.), please email HamiltonCountyBids@skender.com and access will be 
provided.

Subcontractor walkthrough: Contact Mitch Imler (317-417-2712 or 
HamiltonCountyBids@skender.com) to schedule. 

Questions: All questions and correspondence should be directed to 
HamiltonCountyBids@skender.com. 
R3941 3/1/24, 3/4/24, 3/8/24, 3/11/24

— CouNTy —

“The last original idea was E=MC2, 
and there’s some evidence to suggest 

he stole that from the Egyptians.”
– Stanley (like the power drill) Clampitt, 1988

A farmer has misplaced some eggs and is pretty sure they  
are somewhere on the Nickel Plate Express! 

Come share in a little rail adventure as you roll through  
Hamilton County’s northern countryside to see the trees in 

bloom while enjoying a snack and a springtime story.
March 23, 24 and 30

Tickets at NickelPlateExpress.com

Welcome to 
the Timesheet. 
This column is 
a report of work 
done on behalf 
of the people of 
Hamilton County. 
It’s to be informa-
tive, too – a place 
to learn about 
projects and how 
our county gov-
ernment works.

As your employee, 

it’s important 
to me that you 
know what is 
being worked 
on as transpar-
ently as possible 
in government. 
You hired me 
as your County 
Councilman, and 
my hope is that 
you’ll choose 

to be informed by regu-
larly reading this column, 

getting involved, and by 
asking questions. Council 
meetings are at 7 p.m. the 
first Wednesday of every 
month at the Judicial Center 
in downtown Noblesville. 
Meetings are also available 
to watch online for those un-
able to attend in person.

Here is where my time 
this past month has been 
spent.

Like many of us, Febru-
ary’s work was interrupted 
by Influenza A. Yep, I caught 
the flu.  Personally, I missed 
an entire week of work. 
Yuck! Glad that’s over. Feb-
ruary’s work concentrated 
on Finance, the Regional 
Development Commission, 
the County Utility District 
and researching upcoming 
proposed projects for both 
the full council as well as 
the RDC. 

February’s personnel 
committee meeting was 
canceled. Normally, person-
nel requests are voted on as 
they occur – first in the per-
sonnel committee and then 
at the next regular council 
meeting using a recommen-
dation from the committee.

The finance committee 
meeting included a detailed 
presentation of, and much 
discussion about, the coun-
ty’s cash position. We were 
also briefed on the increase 
in interest income over 
budget and the final county 
tax rate as approved by the 
Department of Local Gov-
ernment and Finance. The 
county is in a strong finan-
cial position, our tax rate 
went down slightly, we have 
the sixth-lowest tax rate in 
the state and continue to 
maintain the best possible 
bond rating, AAA.

You may recall from a 
few months ago, the 2024 
budget, for the first time 
in a few years, contributes 
to the rainy-day fund. The 
challenge ahead will be to 
balance the expense of up-
coming projects with keep-
ing our reserves strong. 

I spent time this month 
studying the County Utility 
District. Of particular in-
terest is how it works, why 
it was necessary and then 
learning how important it 
is as a means of protecting 
the water sources (aquifers) 
we have in the area. Water 
is increasingly becoming 
a challenge for counties 
throughout Indiana and for 
Hamilton County to stay 
competitive. 

Reviewing the proposed 
Police and Fire Training 
Center plans along with the 
financing options has taken 
a good amount of time. This 
project is being revisited 
from a few years ago. This 

proposed project would be 
funded with existing county 
TIF district money. Along 
with updated functionality 
this new development has 
the support of our public 
safety leadership around the 
county. After much review, 
I am in favor of the project, 
provided we can success-
fully fund the construction 
and provided ongoing op-
erational and maintenance 
costs are paid for indepen-
dent of county funds. 

In addition to the Coun-
ty Council public meetings, 
February’s work included 
attending our first 2024 Fi-
nance Committee meeting, 
watching a Board of Com-
missioners public meeting, 
attending a Noblesville City 
Council meeting and a Cice-
ro Town Council meeting. 

This month there were 
two constituents service re-
quests. Usually, requests re-
quire research with a county 
department, securing the 
correct answer and then fol-
lowing up with the taxpayer.

February’s taxpayer 
questions were regarding 
the 2024 budget and the 
county tax rate. A constit-
uent expressed concern 
after reading in the paper 
that higher than expected 
county investment income 
would be moved into ex-
isting budgeted line-item 
expenses. The 2024 budget 
included a substantial bud-
geted amount of investment 
income, and thanks to our 
County Treasurer, the in-
vestment income numbers 
exceeded the anticipated 
budgeted income. Those ex-
cess funds will be held in the 
county general account until 
appropriated.

The second request was 
for information regard-
ing the county tax rate and 
where on the county audi-
tor’s webpage our rates by 
township could be found. 
The taxpayer wanted to 
compare the county tax rate 
with that of Noblesville 
School District. 

This month, it was an 
honor to represent you at the 
Westfield Small Business 
Networking meeting and 
at the Judge Andrew Bloch 
robing ceremony. 

This is my timesheet. 
This is where my time went 
during month 14. There are 
quite a few projects in the 
queue for 2024, and while 
my job is primarily the fi-
nancial oversight of the 
county budget, it is import-
ant to understand the Board 
of Commissioners’ priori-
ties and balance them with 
the stewardship of taxpayer 
dollars. That is the job, and 
I am excited to do the peo-
ple’s business.

As a taxpayer myself, 
and listening to so many 
of you, our employers, it’s 
important for the taxpayers 
to have access to all the in-
formation you want. I work 
for you and although you 
may not choose to do a deep 
dive into what your County 
Council does, it’s important 
that you can always do so.

Feel free to contact me 
at (317) 832-1104 or mark.
hall@hamiltoncounty.
in.gov with questions, feed-
back or if you would like to 
talk about county business.

MARK HALL

COLUMNIST

The Timesheet

County Councilman Mark 
Hall’s February TimesheetThe REPORTER

Looking for a dad-
dy-daughter style event that 
fits your family? Calling all 
parents, aunts and uncles, 
grandparents and more for 
Spring Formal 2024.

Get dressed up with the 
special kiddo in your life 
and dance the night away 
with Fishers Parks at the 
annual Spring Formal event 
from 6 to 8 p.m. on Satur-
day, March 2, at the Fishers 
Parks HQ, 8100 E. 106th 
St., Fishers.

Adults and children 
aged 7 to 12 are invited to 

enjoy a night of fun and 
dancing that also will fea-
ture crafts, games, a 360 
video booth, virtual reality, 
and more.

Cost is $25 per person. 
All attendees (children and 
adults) must be registered. 
Click here to register now.

Event Activities
• Red carpet entrance
• Live DJ and dance floor
• Activities + games
• Caricature portraits
• Take-home craft
• Take-home profession-

al keepsake photo
• 360 video/photo booth

Final call for Fishers Parks’ 
Spring Formal this Saturday

aCCuRaTe
balaNCed
loCal
News
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The REPORTER
The Indiana Arts Com-

mission (IAC) announced 
on Thursday the opening 
of registration for the 2024 
Summer Institute for Cre-
ative Teaching. The Sum-
mer Institute for Creative 
Teaching began in 2023 and 
is a partnership with the In-
diana Department of Educa-
tion.

The Summer Institute 
for Creative Teaching is a 
three-day, in-person learn-
ing experience for Indiana 
educators. Through hands-
on experience and collab-
oration with peers, partic-
ipants will learn effective 
and innovative teaching 
strategies to implement 
in their classrooms. The 
Summer Institute will in-
clude engaging artistic ac-
tivities and opportunities 
to explore how creative 
teaching can enhance cur-
riculum and will take place 
July 10 to 12, 2024, at the 
Herman B Wells Commu-
nity Center at Lebanon 
High School. 

The conference is de-
signed for both classroom 

educators who are interest-
ed in trying new creative 
activities and learning how 
to apply them to their cur-
riculum, as well as arts edu-
cation programming staff at 
arts organizations who want 
to connect with peers and 
learn new strategies in arts 
learning. 

The conference regis-
tration fee is $75, which 
includes three days of en-
riching activities, carefully 
designed professional de-
velopment experiences, all 
materials and supplies, and 
meals including two lunch-
es and two breakfasts. Af-
ter May 1, the fee increases 
to $110. Scholarships are 
available for educators to 
attend at a partially or fully 
reduced rate. 

“Teachers who partici-
pated in last year’s Summer 
Institute told us it was one 
of the most engaging and 
beneficial training experi-
ences they have complet-
ed,” said Stephanie Haines, 
Arts Education and Accessi-
bility Manager for the IAC. 
“Educators appreciated the 
opportunity to dive into cre-

ativity in a big way, network 
with other teachers, and con-
nect with resources that sup-
port their classrooms. We’re 

so grateful for the partner-
ship with the Department of 
Education that allows us to 
offer this opportunity.” 

Registration for the 
Summer Institute is open 
now and will remain open 
until May 15.

Click here to learn more 
about the Summer Institute 
for Creative Teaching and 
how to register.

   News 7

Who’s on my ballot for the 
May 7, 2024 Primary Election?
Note that * indicates the candidate is the incum-
bent for that office. To view precinct and district 
maps, please visit hamiltoncounty.in.gov/221/
Precinct-and-District-Maps. NOTE: Candidates 
for precinct committeement and state delegates 

will appear in upcoming editions of The Reporter.
PRESIDENT

*Joseph R. Biden, Jr. (D)
Nikki R. Haley (R)

Donald J. Trump (R)
U.S. SENaTE
Jim Banks (R)

Marc Carmichael (D)
Valerie McCray (D)

U.S. HoUSE, 5th DISTRIcT
Jonathan D. Brown (R)

Raju Chinthala (R)
Max Engling (R)

Chuck Goodrich (R)
Mark Hurt (R)

Scott A. King (R)
Patrick Malayter (R)
Matthew Peiffer (R)
Ryan Pfenninger (D)

Deborah A. Pickett (D)
LD Powell (R)

Larry L. Savage Jr. (R)
*Victoria Spartz (R)

GoVERNoR
Mike Braun (R)

Brad Chambers (R)
Suzanne Crouch (R)

Eric Doden (R)
Curtis Hill (R)

Jennifer G. McCormick (D)
Jamie Reitenour (R)

Tamie Dixon-Tatum (D)
STaTE SENaToR

District 20
*Scott A. Baldwin (R)

Joel Levi (D)
STaTE REPRESENTaTIVE

District 24
Bill Gutrich (R)
Josh Lowry (D)

Hunter Smith (R)
District 29

Laura L. Alerding (R)
Christopher Hartig (D)
Alaina Shonkwiler (R)

District 32
Patricia Bratton (R)

Tom Havens (R)
*Victoria Garcia Wilburn (D)

District 37
*Todd Huston (R)

District 39
Daniel (Danny) Lopez (R)

Matt McNally (D)
District 88

Starr Joy Hairston (D)
*Chris Jeter (R)

Stephanie Jo Yocum (D)
JUDGE, cIRcUIT coURT

*Andrew R. Bloch (R)
JUDGE, SUPERIoR coURT 1

*Michael A. Casati (R)
JUDGE, SUPERIoR coURT 6

*Stephenie K. Gookins (R)
coUNTy aUDIToR
Todd Clevenger (R)

coUNTy SURVEyoR
Gary Duncan (R)

coUNTy TREaSURER
*Susan Byer (R)

Robert (Bob) Bragg (R)
coUNTy commISSIoNERS

District 2
*Steven C. Dillinger (R)

District 3
*Mark E. Heirbrandt (R)

coUNTy coUNcIl
At Large

*Brandon (Brad) Beaver (R)
Elizabeth Fouch (R)

Keely J. Gladieux (D)
*Sue Maki (R)

*Steven R. Nation (R)

Westfield redevelopment Authority, hamilton County, Indiana
Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2023

 Local Fund Local Fund Beg Cash & Inv Bal  end Cash & Inv Bal
 Number Name Jan 1, 2023 receipts disbursements dec 31, 2023
Governmental 313 2023 RDA Bond GJ $0.00 $35,361,658.48 $35,325,282.64 $36,375.84
Activities 326 LIT Bonds 2018  $0.00 $1,736,407.00 $1,736,407.00 $0.00
 440 Cash w/ Fiscal Agent-COIT 2016 Sinkfd $17,267.11 $1,938,294.98 $1,936,263.65 $19,298.44
 442 Cash w/ Fiscal Agent-Operating $14,463.96 $14,617.86 $6,335.49 $22,746.33
  Total All Funds $31,731.07 $39,050,978.32 $39,004,288.78 $78,420.61
R3921 3/1/24, 3/4/24

— wesTfield —

— wasHiNgToN TowNsHiP —

Notice
On March 5, 2024 Cicero Town Council will hold an Executive Session at 6:30 

PM at Cicero Town Hall, 70 N Byron Street, Cicero, IN according to IC 5-14-
1.5-6.1(b)(2)(D)  A real property transaction including:  (i) a purchase; (ii) a lease 
as lessor; (iii) a lease as lessee; (iv) a transfer; (v) an exchange; or (vi) a sale; by 
the governing body up to the time a contract or option is executed by the parties. 
This clause does not affect a political subdivision’s duty to comply with any other 
statute that governs the conduct of the real property transaction, including IC 
36-1-10 or IC 36-1-11.
R3960 3/1/24, 3/4/24

— CiCeRo —

Washington Township, hamilton County, Indiana
Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2023

 Local Fund Local Fund Beg Cash & Inv Bal  end Cash & Inv Bal
 Number Name Jan 1, 2023 receipts disbursements dec 31, 2023
Governmental 0061 RAINY DAY $249,543.11 $0.00 $0.00 $249,543.11
Activities 0101 TOWNSHIP FUND $1,025,437.69 $1,396,969.37 $1,082,223.20 $1,340,183.86
 0840 TOWNSHIP  ASSISTANCE $132,858.88 $247,628.56 $209,794.06 $170,693.38
 1111 FIRE FIGHTING FUND $483,173.09 $845,623.51 $709,833.70 $618,962.90
 1190 CUMULATIVE FIRE FUND $481,173.21 $60,900.87 $0.00 $542,074.08
 1312 RECREATION  OPERATING $144,071.24 $64.00 $29,692.00 $114,443.24
 1390 CUMULATIVE PARK &REC $202,284.09 $54,751.75 $81,284.01 $175,751.83
 2305 CAPITOL  IMPROVEMENT $5,088.93 $0.00 $0.00 $5,088.93
 7776 ERAP - COVID $49,258.82 $61,980.11 $111,238.93 $0.00
 7777 CDBG-COVID-19 $167,622.00 $0.00 $167,622.00 $0.00
 7778 ERAP 2 - COVID -$693,369.22 $1,618,930.94 $1,511,269.09 -$585,707.37
 9999 PAYROLL  DEDUCTION $0.00 $115,892.87 $115,892.87 $0.00
  Total All Funds $2,247,141.84 $4,402,741.98 $4,018,849.86 $2,631,033.96

CerTIFICATIoN
State of Indiana 
SS:
Hamilton County
I, Danielle Carey Tolan, Trustee of WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP, Hamilton County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the penalty of perjury that the preceding report 

contains the information required by Indiana code 36-6-4-13, and is, true and correct; that the amounts with which I am charged in this report are all of the amounts 
received by me; and that the various items of expenditures credited have been fully paid in the amounts stated; that such payments were made without express or implied 
agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid to me or to any other person. A complete abstract that contains the statements required under Indiana 
Code 36-6-4-13(a)(5) and (a)(6) is available for inspection in the county auditor’s office.

I further affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers showing the names of persons having been paid money by the 
township, have been filed as required by law in the office of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the Township Board and the State 
Board of Accounts. Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer of the township.

Danielle Carey Tolan / Jamie Mills, Washington Township Trustee
Telephone: 317-574-9490
Date this report was to be published: March 1, 2024
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP at its annual meeting this 13th day of February, 2024.
Danyele Easterhause, Township Board Chairman
This report was received, accepted, and approved by the Township Board at its annual meeting, this 13th day of February, 2024.
Washington Township Board:
Jim Ake 
Danyele Easterhause

R3948 3/1/24, 3/4/24

NoTICe To TAXPAyerS oF ProPoSed AddITIoNAL 
APProPrIATIoN

Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the City of Westfield, Hamilton 
County, Indiana, that the City Council at their regular meeting place at Westfield 
City Hall at 130 Penn Street, in Westfield, IN at 7:00 PM, on the 11th day of 
March, 2024, will consider the following additional appropriations in excess of 
the budget for the current year.

0101 General Fund- Facilities and Events Department
 Major Budget Classification:
  Personal Services $475,667
  Supplies $12,500
  Services and Charges $491,465
  Capital Outlays $15,000
0101 General Fund- Parks Department
 Major Budget Classification:
  Personal Services $29,953
  Supplies $17,300
  Services and Charges $1,234,340
  Capital Outlays $37,000
 TOTAL for General Fund $2,313,225
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be heard.  The 

additional appropriations as finally made will be referred to the Department 
of Local Government Finance (DLGF).  The DLGF will make a written 
determination as to the sufficiency of funds to support the appropriations made 
within fifteen (15) days of receipt of a certified copy of the action taken.
R3967 3/1/24, 3/4/24

— wesTfield —

full County Coverage
sports • News • events

ReadTheReporter.com

Westfield Civil City, hamilton County, Indiana
Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2023

 Local Fund Local Fund Beg Cash & Inv Bal  end Cash & Inv Bal
 Number Name Jan 1, 2023 receipts disbursements dec 31, 2023
Governmental 1101 General $44,039,390.73 $40,341,382.44 $31,723,871.82 $52,656,901.35
Activities 2201 Motor Vehicle Highway $1,813,210.02 $2,730,874.00 $2,502,608.02 $2,041,476.00
 2202 Local Road And Street $2,161,912.26 $1,201,492.02 $1,265,127.04 $2,098,277.24
 2203 Motor Vehicle Highway (MVH)-Restrict $1,408,428.99 $999,366.07 $0.00 $2,407,795.06
 2228 Law Enforcement $228,629.93 $117,857.84 $73,072.56 $273,415.21
 2236 Rainy Day $3,007,724.32 $92,741.47 $3,319.67 $3,097,146.12
 2240 Fire Operation $7,786,145.89 $17,155,426.74 $14,333,608.84 $10,607,963.79
 2248 LOIT Special Distribution $67,767.14 $0.00 $0.00 $67,767.14
 2300 Fire Donation Fund $5,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,000.00
 2301 Police Donation $45,568.46 $22,175.24 $8,935.02 $58,808.68
 2400 ARP2021-Covid Recovery $9,163,927.41 $0.00 $118,828.16 $9,045,099.25
 2500 Parks Programming/Events $83,271.98 $216,023.16 $203,710.22 $95,584.92
 2501 Performance/Maint $569,273.35 $14,540.75 $0.00 $583,814.10
 2502 Leaf $326.91 $6,742.12 $0.00 $7,069.03
 2503 Golf Cart Fund $11,410.19 $7,200.00 $700.00 $17,910.19
 2504 Parks Rental Fees $89,110.95 $11,425.00 $917.54 $99,618.41
 2505 EMS $65,229.96 $1,632,459.71 $1,414,201.00 $283,488.67
 2506 Training Facility Center $150,543.53 $68,495.00 $93,422.74 $125,615.79
 2507 IT Surplus City Equipment $47,289.31 $2,180.00 $0.00 $49,469.31
 2508 Sports Campus - Restrict $15,400.00 $0.00 $0.00 $15,400.00
 2509 Sports Campus Operating $6,926,669.06 $7,512,838.98 $6,761,435.61 $7,678,072.43
 2510 PSAP Special Distribution $0.00 $579,374.00 $197,237.69 $382,136.31
 3321 GO Bond 5 2016 Debt Serv $1,988.42 $0.00 $1,988.42 $0.00
 3323 GO Bond 2018 Debt Service $3,934.80 $0.00 $3,934.80 $0.00
 3324 GO Bond 2019 Debt Service $170,688.35 $1,172,154.90 $1,164,745.34 $178,097.91
 3325 Go BD 2020 Debt Service $160,974.48 $1,149,543.49 $1,141,057.50 $169,460.47
 3326 GO Bond 2022 Debt Service $0.00 $3,547,806.78 $1,529,406.55 $2,018,400.23
 3327 Grand Junction Ban SinkFD -$250,271.05 $1,395,070.10 $927,234.96 $217,564.09
 3328 Invest MS Westfield 2012B Bond Fund $48.32 $100,253.84 $99,922.75 $379.41
 3329 LR BD2022AB Debt Service $0.00 $615,158.42 $0.00 $615,158.42
 3398 SEP 2020 SinkFd $18.58 $122,394.30 $122,169.40 $243.48
 3399 Cash w/ Fiscal Agent - Metro $21.69 $197,047.44 $196,926.65 $142.48
 4401 Cumulative Capital Improvement $279,366.01 $84,243.33 $0.00 $363,609.34
 4402 Cumulative Capital Development $2,809,491.15 $2,210,640.96 $1,096,180.15 $3,923,951.96
 4403 Park Impact $5,575,681.47 $3,338,338.39 $1,583,781.40 $7,330,238.46
 4439 Food and Beverage Tax $3,125,601.06 $1,906,667.28 $796,911.86 $4,235,356.48
 4443 Road & Street Improvement $9,514,322.57 $8,721,352.23 $6,365,580.73 $11,870,094.07
 4445 Eastside Tif $1,695,410.33 $2,186,908.58 $3,144,420.03 $737,898.88
 4446 Aurora Tif $282,735.87 $229,833.67 $0.00 $512,569.54
 4447 Grand Junction TIF $5,285,338.75 $2,828,493.95 $6,707,686.40 $1,406,146.30
 4448 Eagletown Tif $3,440,666.69 $1,573,334.30 $4,477,628.00 $536,372.99
 4449 SEP TIF $61,582.52 $275,001.22 $122,141.00 $214,442.74
 4450 Main St TIF 2011B Debt Sv $2,032,809.30 $741,884.22 $2,349,922.75 $424,770.77
 4451 146th St TIF $2,193,375.11 $1,016,412.19 $0.00 $3,209,787.30
 4452 Gigabit Broadband TIF $0.00 $196,696.64 $196,696.64 $0.00
 4453 Spring Mill Sta TIF $1,247,615.49 $840,690.60 $0.00 $2,088,306.09
 4454 Eagletown TIF 2016 DSR $354,117.50 $0.00 $0.00 $354,117.50
 4455 Union Square TIF $44.77 $9,560.23 $0.00 $9,605.00
 4456 Wheeler Landing TIF $2,491.25 $86,124.40 $5,024.50 $83,591.15
 4501 City Facade Improv Grant $9,962.19 $5,037.81 $15,000.00 $0.00
 4502 Duke Energy MP Program Grant $1,980.00 $0.00 $1,980.00 $0.00
 4503 IDEP Safety Grant $25,223.20 $0.00 $0.00 $25,223.20
 4505 Duke Site Readiness Program Grant $10,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $10,000.00
 4506 Community Crossing Grant $48,285.59 $999,766.00 $999,766.00 $48,285.59
 4507 NE 196th - SR 38 Grant -$60,475.03 $0.00 $0.00 -$60,475.03
 4508 161st Union Improvement -$175,317.18 $154,247.07 $0.00 -$21,070.11
 4509 151st and Towne Rd Grant $555.78 $6,589.28 $2,269.28 $4,875.78
 4510 Opioid Litigation Grant $51,701.68 $55,924.06 $0.00 $107,625.74
 4511 Westfield Blvd Connector -$359,036.06 $334,752.51 $0.00 -$24,283.55
 4512 Duke Energy FDIP Program Grant $5,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,000.00
 4513 Little Eagle Creek Ave $96,018.64 $66,866.75 $73,215.15 $89,670.24
 4515 WW IAC Arts Project Grant $0.00 $3,000.00 $0.00 $3,000.00
 4600 Parks and Rec Donation $8,464.37 $0.00 $0.00 $8,464.37
 4651 Lease Rental BD2022AB FD $8,979,120.31 $103,230.13 $9,054,005.96 $28,344.48
 4652 Lease Rental BD2022 Union Sq $12,064,599.74 $524,335.30 $4,378,398.51 $8,210,536.53
 4653 GO Bond 2020 $911,967.04 $0.00 $219,975.62 $691,991.42
 4654 GO Bonds 2022 $5,732,500.00 $0.00 $976,224.39 $4,756,275.61
 4655 Grand Junction Ban Construction $464,757.73 $0.12 $463,617.48 $1,140.37
 4656 Grand Junction Investment $837,719.40 $421.16 $838,140.56 $0.00
 4657 SEP 2020 Construction $16.84 $0.56 $0.00 $17.40
 4658 Wheeler2021A BD Constr $556.52 $4,240,914.62 $3,097,885.52 $1,143,585.62
 4659 Wheeler 2022B Construction $193,047.56 $5,734.18 $125,812.50 $72,969.24
 4660 Fire Ambulance Lease Proceeds $283,637.39 $4,087.10 $280,237.00 $7,487.49
 4661 Greenspace Beautification $2,189.20 $0.00 $0.00 $2,189.20
 4662 GO Bond 2023  $0.00 $6,104,673.60 $142,155.00 $5,962,518.60
 4663 Front Street 2023 Bond $0.00 $219,752.84 $219,721.25 $31.59
 4699 Infrastructure Improvements $543,617.00 $6,000,000.00 $700,615.00 $5,843,002.00
 7726 GP Diamond Escrow $590,807.02 $594,857.86 $0.00 $1,185,664.88
 8901 Payroll $47,987.83 $28,940,457.44 $26,891,626.05 $2,096,819.22
 8902 PERF Payroll $342.92 $4,075,266.52 $3,906,539.58 $169,069.86
 8976 UMR $9,205.60 $5,495,817.29 $4,525,592.30 $979,430.59
 8977 Anthem Bank $243,622.82 $0.00 $243,622.82 $0.00
Stormwater 6501 Stormwater $754,945.07 $2,617,926.30 $2,184,173.58 $1,188,697.79
 6502 SW 2017 B and I Sinking $0.00 $361,088.00 $361,088.00 $0.00
 6504 SW 2017 Construction $237.11 $0.00 $0.00 $237.11
 6505 SW 2017 Bonds DSR $315,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $315,000.00
 6604 Trash $1,703,281.21 $3,162,244.17 $2,882,585.23 $1,982,940.15
  Total All Funds $149,015,805.31 $171,335,196.67 $153,318,602.54 $167,032,399.44
R3922 3/1/24, 3/4/24

Indiana Arts Commission launches 
summer training for educators

https://www.in.gov/arts/programs-and-services/training/summer-institute-for-creative-teaching/
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/221/Precinct-and-District-Maps
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/221/Precinct-and-District-Maps
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What’s new in Carmel, Indiana?
The Omnibus Show sits down with new

Mayor Sue Finkam about her first days in office
The REPORTER

The Omnibus Show wel-
comed Carmel Mayor Sue 
Finkam to the podcast on 
Monday, Feb. 26 hear about 
her first days in office, her 
outlook, and what is in store 
for her first term.

In her interview, Finkam 
discusses how the city 
strives to be the best. She re-
flects on what is being done 
right and where improve-
ments can be made.

With those questions in 
mind, Finkam and city of-
ficials have launched a new 
Community Survey. Click 
here to learn more and take 
the survey.

* * *
Next week’s guests on 

The Omnibus Show will 
be Hollywood acting cou-
ple Linda Purl and Patrick 
Duffy. You may remember 
Purl from Happy Days and 
Matlock. Duffy starred on 
Dallas. Purl will perform 
at Feinstein's at Hotel Car-

michael on March 7. Click 
here for tickets.

Also, the two have taken 
on a new ‘roll’ in life – pro-
moting Duffy’s Dough, Pat-
rick's family sourdough. Learn 
more at duffysdough.com.
About The Omnibus Show

The podcast is for peo-
ple who are interested in 
everything, with deep con-

versations on a wide variety 
of subjects. The Omnibus 
Show is a podcast started 
by Dave Gibbs. He started 
out, after graduating from 
Indiana University, as a 
journalist and photographer; 
he worked all over Indiana, 
the Pacific Northwest, and 
the Chicago area. His late 
father, John, was the Ex-

ecutive Producer for City 
Desk at WMAQ- TV (NBC) 
Chicago, which was a de-
cades-long interview show 
between top reporters and 
celebrities, people, and pol-
iticians with ties to Chicago.

Visit Theomnibus-
Show.com for more infor-
mation and to sign up for the 
newsletter.

Photos provided
(Above left) Carmel Mayor Sue Finkam was the guest on Monday, Feb. 26’s 
show. (Above right) TV legends Linda Purl and Patrick Duffy will talk about 
“Duffy’s Dough” on the Monday, March 4 podcast.

mobile HealTH &
wellNess CliNiC

fRee mobile
HealTH sCReeNiNgs

9 a.m. to noon, March 9, 2024

PrOViDeD BY the haMiLtON
COUNtY heaLth DePartMeNt

HOPE Family Care Center
270 W. Jackson St., Cicero

Walk-ins available for
the following services: 

• Blood Pressure 
• Cholesterol 
• HIV testing*
• Blood Sugar

• Hepatitis C testing* 
• A1C 

• Triglycerides Testing 
*HIV & Hep C test results
may take up to 20 minutes

Submitted
Partner Whitney L. 

Coker of Craig, Kelley & 
Faultless who grew up in 
Fishers and graduated from 
Hamilton Southeastern 
High School in 2002 was 
named a 2024 Rising Star 
honoree. 

Along with Whitney 
Coker, Craig, Kelley & 
Faultless has six other law-
yers who are 2024 Indiana 
Super Lawyers or Rising 
Stars honorees. David W. 
Craig, William J. Kelley 
II, Scott A. Faultless, and 
Krysten M. LeFavour were 
once again Super Lawyers 
honorees. David Craig has 
once again been named 
among the Top 50: 2024 
Indiana Super Lawyers 
List. Alexander R. Craig, 
and Samantha Craig Ste-
vens were Rising Star hon-
orees yet again.

Each year, Indiana Su-
per Lawyers recognizes 

the top lawyers 
in Indiana via a 
patented multi-
phase selection 
process involv-
ing peer nomina-
tion, independent 
research, and 
peer evaluation. 
Only 5 percent 
of the attorneys 
in Indiana become Super 
Lawyers honorees each 
year. Those named to the 
Rising Star honoree list 
are selected using the same 
process except they are 40 
years old or younger or 
have been in practice for 
10 years or less. Only 2.5 
percent of the lawyers in 
Indiana are named Rising 
Stars honorees.

Not only have David 
Craig and Scott Faultless 
been Indiana Super Law-
yers honorees for several 
years, but they also sit on 
the Board of Regents for 
the Academy of Truck Ac-
cident Attorneys (that re-
quires Board Certification 
in Truck Accident Law). 
They both have been rec-

ognized as a Top 
10 Trucking Trial 
Lawyer by the 
National Trial 
Lawyers (Indi-
ana). David is a 
best-selling au-
thor of Semitruck 
Wreck: A Guide 
for Victims and 
Their Families. 

He is also the host of the 
podcast, After the Crash. 

Craig, Kelley & Fault-
less have built their prac-
tice to successfully battle 
dangerous trucking com-
panies, reckless drivers, 
unsafe businesses, and 
unreasonable insurance 
companies. They limit 
their practice to represent-
ing people who have been 
seriously injured or killed 
by the carelessness of oth-
ers. The firm handles cas-
es involving semi-trucks, 
wrongful death, and other 
catastrophic injury cas-
es throughout the United 
States. They have a team 
of experienced attorneys, 
paralegals, investigators, 
and staff who will aggres-

sively pursue those who 
injure, kill, and endanger 
all of us by disregarding 
basic safety rules. By em-
ploying accident recon-
structionists, investigators, 
engineers, mechanics, and 
other experts, they will find 
out what happened, why it 
happened, and collect the 
evidence necessary to hold 
the wrongdoers account-
able.  They are dedicated 
to making a positive dif-
ference in the lives of their 
clients and the people in 
the communities in which 
they practice. 

Craig, Kelley & Fault-
less is headquartered in 
Indianapolis and they have 
several offices in Indiana 
and an office in St. Lou-
is, Mo. They handle cases 
throughout the country and 
have attorneys licensed in 
Indiana, Illinois, Missou-
ri, Kentucky, and Ohio. 
Craig, Kelley & Faultless 
can be contacted at 1-800-
746-0226 and additional 
information can be found at 
ckflaw.com, on Facebook, 
or on LinkedIn.

Coker

Hamilton Southeastern High School graduate
Whitney L. Coker named 2024 Rising Star Honoree

Christine D. Brown 
Memorial 2024

Scholarship open now
The REPORTER

The Westfield 
Youth Assistance 
Program recently 
announce the appli-
cation for the 2024 
Christine D. Brown 
Memorial Scholar-
ship, which is open 
and available at 
this link.

The deadline for appli-
cations is Monday, April 1.

To qualify for this schol-
arship, you must fit all the 
following criteria:

• Current or former 
students or graduates who 
have resided in or attend-
ed a Westfield Washington 
Township school (i.e. West-
field Public Schools, Guerin 
Catholic High School, Op-
tions High School, Homes-
chooling, etc.) 

• All recipients must 
demonstrate their plans for 
continued education

• Be a graduating se-
nior or no older than age 25

You may apply for this 
scholarship more than once, 
but you may be selected as 
the recipient only once. 

Scholarships will be pro-
vided directly to the institu-
tion.

To learn more and apply, 
go to youthassistance.org/
wyapscholarships.

Thank you for reading The Reporter!

https://www.feinsteinshc.com/events/carmel/maddie-poppe
https://www.carmel.in.gov/our-city/carmel-community-survey
https://www.carmel.in.gov/our-city/carmel-community-survey
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/linda-purl-this-could-be-the-start-tickets-817378610427
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/linda-purl-this-could-be-the-start-tickets-817378610427
https://duffysdough.com/
http://www.theomnibusshow.com/
http://www.theomnibusshow.com/
https://www.ckflaw.com/truck-accident-ebook/
https://www.ckflaw.com/truck-accident-ebook/
https://www.ckflaw.com/truck-accident-ebook/
https://www.ckflaw.com/truck-accident-ebook/
https://www.ckflaw.com/after-the-crash-podcast/
http://www.ckflaw.com/
http://facebook.com/ckflaw
http://www.linkedin.com/company/craig-kelley-%26-faultless-attorneys-at-law
http://youthassistance.org/wyapscholarships
http://youthassistance.org/wyapscholarships
http://youthassistance.org/wyapscholarships
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Senators introduce bipartisan 
Mark Our Place Act to thank 

Medal of Honor recipients
The REPORTER

U.S. Senators Mike 
Braun, Jon Tester, and 
Sherrod Brown 
have introduced 
the Mark Our 
Place Act, which 
amends current 
law to allow the 
Department of 
Veterans Affairs 
(VA) to provide a 
headstone, mark-
er, or medallion 
for Medal of Hon-
or recipients, regardless of 
their date of death.

Currently, this is only 
available to Medal of Honor 

recipients that served after 
1917.

“We owe a debt of grati-
tude to those who 
have served and 
sacrificed to pro-
tect our freedom,” 
Sen. Braun said. 
“The Medal of 
Honor represents 
exceptional ser-
vice and it should 
be permanent-
ly and distinctly 
memorialized for 

all recipients, regardless of 
their dates of service.”

Click here to read the 
full text of the bill.

Braun

Human trafficking alert: Attorney 
General Todd Rokita kicks off Indiana 
Child ID Kit Program to protect kids

The REPORTER
Indiana Attorney Gener-

al Todd Rokita announced 
that all Indiana kindergarten 
through fifth-grade students 
will receive a child ID kit 
this fall.

The announcement was 
made during a press confer-
ence with the Indiana Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police, 
National Organization of 
Black Law Enforcement 
Executives, Indiana Associa-
tion of Public School Super-
intendents, NFL Alumni As-
sociation, Colts Super Bowl 
XLI Champion Marlin Jack-
son, and Pro Football Hall of 
Famer Mike Singletary.

On average, 1,000 chil-

dren go missing 
across the United 
States every day.

“Human traf-
ficking is on the 
rise and our open 
border policies 
have brought it 
right to our front 
door,” AG Roki-
ta said. “That 
is why I have filed multi-
ple lawsuits to secure our 
southern border. Our office 
fights to keep criminals on 
appeal behind bars, we pro-
tect victims of crimes like 
human trafficking through 
our Address Confidentiality 
Program, and now we have 
built a coalition of commu-

nity leaders to 
provide kits to all 
K-5 students this 
fall free of charge 
to Hoosier fami-
lies.”

When a child 
goes missing, 
time is of the es-
sence. Child ID 
kits give parents 

a tool to provide detailed 
information, a photograph, 
fingerprint, and DNA to law 
enforcement quickly. Com-
pleted kits are kept in a safe 
place at home, out of a data-
base, so parents are prepared 
if the unthinkable happens.

Kits will be distributed 
by school superintendents 

and School Resource Offi-
cers to all K-5 schools across 
the state. The Indiana Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police 
will also distribute kits to 
local law enforcement.

The Attorney General’s 
Office brought together this 
coalition – Indiana Associ-
ation of Chiefs of Police, 
NOBLE, Indiana Associ-
ation of Public School Su-
perintendents, and the NFL 
Alumni Association – with 
public and private funding 
from the General Assem-
bly and American Electric 
Power to make these kits 
available to all K-5 families 
free of charge in the 2024 
school year.

rokita

I n d i a n a 
stands at an en-
ergy crossroads. 
The Indiana 
Utility Regula-
tory Commis-
sion (IURC) 
has sounded the 
alarm: our state 
needs more pow-
er. Not just to 
fuel the promising influx of 
new manufacturing proj-
ects, like microchip plants 
and data centers, but to 
ensure that our existing in-
dustries continue to thrive 
without the threat of black-
outs or curtailments.

Jim Huston, head of 
the IURC, recently testi-

fied before Con-
gress, painting a 
stark picture of 
Indiana's energy 
needs. The mes-
sage was clear: 
without action, 
the lights could 
go out, and our 
homes could 
grow cold. The 

Subcommittee on Energy, 
Climate, and Grid Securi-
ty echoed this sentiment, 
highlighting the nation-
wide struggle for afford-
able and reliable electricity 
amid increasing regulatory 
pressures.

Utilities have invested 
$6.7 billion in emission 

control technologies since 
2001 to reduce emissions 
from Indiana’s main source 
of power, coal. While add-
ing more wind and solar 
power sources, it's import-
ant to remember that these 
sources are intermittent 
and rely on weather condi-
tions. Therefore, it's crucial 
to have reliable 24/7 power 
sources like coal, natural 
gas, and nuclear energy to 
support them.

The recent cold spell 
that forced Indiana manu-
facturers to halt production 
is a harbinger of what's to 
come if we fail to act. The 
North American Electric 
Reliability Commission's 

(NERC) warning about 
the loss of dispatchable re-
sources, primarily coal and 
nuclear, is a wake-up call 
we cannot ignore.

Affordability is the oth-
er piece of the puzzle. Indi-
ana could once boast about 
having low electric rates 
when competing against 
other states for manufac-
turing dominance. We do 
not have the luxury to do 
so anymore. Commission-
er Huston mentioned in 
his opening remarks that 
Indiana used to have some 
of the lowest utility rates in 
the country, primarily due 
to the availability of af-
fordable coal. However, as 

more environmental regu-
lations were implemented 
on coal facilities, Indiana's 
utility rates increased sig-
nificantly. Indiana ranks 
29th in the country for util-
ity rates, which is quite a 
drop from its previous po-
sition as the fifth lowest. 

Indiana's energy future 
hinges on a balanced ap-
proach prioritizing reliability 
and affordability. It's time 
to champion an “all of the 
above” energy strategy that 
leverages our abundant re-
sources, like coal, while pav-
ing the way for innovation.

Let's ensure that Indi-
ana remains a manufactur-
ing powerhouse and a bea-

con of progress.
As Hoosiers, we must 

come together to support a 
diverse energy mix that en-
sures our economic pros-
perity. Contact your elect-
ed officials, participate in 
community conversations, 
and promote policies that 
protect our state's energy 
reliability and affordability.

By working together, 
we can ensure that Indiana 
has a steady power supply 
that keeps our lights on and 
allows industries to contin-
ue to thrive.

Jon Ford is a former 
state senator and the presi-
dent of Reliable Energy In-
diana.

JON FORD

GUeST COLUMNIST

Indiana’s energy crossroads: balancing reliability with innovation

Thanks for reading the
Hamilton County Reporter!

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://tinyurl.com/4xrudxhb
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com


10 Obituary

Today’s BiBle Reading
esau’s descendants

These were the sons of Seir the Horite, who were 
living in the region: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 
Dishon, Ezer and Dishan. These sons of Seir in 
Edom were Horite chiefs.

The sons of Lotan: Hori and Homam. Timna 
was Lotan’s sister.

The sons of Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, 
Shepho and Onam.

The sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah. This is the 
Anah who discovered the hot springs in the desert 
while he was grazing the donkeys of his father 
Zibeon.

The children of Anah: Dishon and Oholibamah 
daughter of Anah.

The sons of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran 
and Keran.

The sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan and Akan.
The sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran.
These were the Horite chiefs:
Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer and 

Dishan. These were the Horite chiefs, according 
to their divisions, in the land of Seir.

Genesis 36:20-30 (NIV)
The Reporter’s policy on obituaries

The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 
for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 600 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to
send obituaries to obits@readThereporter.com.
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Vickie sue dial
June 18, 1951 – February 20, 2024

Vickie Sue Dial, 72, Atlanta, passed away on Tuesday, 
February 20, 2024, surrounded by her 
loving family at her residence.

She was born in Anderson on June 
18, 1951, to the late Warren and Mar-
ilyn (Dobson) Belt. On January 10, 
1970, she married Steven Allen Dial 
and they shared 46 years of marriage.

Vickie was a homemaker and loved 
caring for her children and family. She 
loved animals, gardening, and bird 

watching, especially hummingbirds. In her younger years, 
Vickie enjoyed roller skating and that is where she met 
the love of her life. Vickie and Steven were both skating 
at Rainbo Roller Rink in Noblesville when they met one 
another, and the rest, as they say, is history. 

Vickie is survived by her children, Lonnie (Amy) Dial of 
Atlanta and Donna Dial of Tipton; grandchildren, Rachelle 
(Riley) Davidson, Michael Dial, Alyssa (Dylan) Chilton, 
Treyton Trent, Dakota Dial, Blake Dial, Dustin Dial, Alexus 
Dial, Zayne Dial, and Jesse Bowers; eight great-grandchil-
dren; sisters, Pearl Belt of Indianapolis and Barbara Mur-
dock of Anderson; and several nieces and nephews.

Vickie was preceded in death by her parents, Warren & 
Marilyn Belt, and her husband, Steven Allen Dial.

The family has chosen cremation and has entrusted 
Hartley Funeral Homes with Vickie’s care.

Online condolences can be given at hartleyfuneral-
homes.com.

Meeting Notice
TriCo Regional Sewer Utility will hold its monthly joint Capital and 

Construction/Board of Trustees meeting at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, March 4, 
2024, at 7236 Mayflower Park Drive, Zionsville.

Bien Mexicana
150 S Peru St, Cicero

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday March 1
Casey Harshbarger

 Reservations Recommended 

Open Mic Tuesdays 
7-10 p.m.

Trivia Wednesdays 
7:30-9:30 p.m.
Keyboardist 

Dave Lowe every 
Thursday 6-9 p.m.

17419 Suite C, Carey Rd., Westfield
317.867.0397

Live Music March 2 - Cosmic Situation 

17555 willowview Rd

99.904 % Right
accuracy matters

The Hamilton County Reporter
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Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

CURRENT REAL ESTATE
CENTRAL INDIANA STATISTICS FROM THE 16-COUNTY REGION

JANUARY 2024

What’s your Real 
Estate Story? Born, 
raised and still living 
in Hamilton County, 
it is Dani’s goal 
to help you reach 
yours! Talk to Dani 
today for all your real 
estate needs. She 
knows this area and 
wants to help you 
with your story!

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

97
More Homes 

For Sale
11/22 vs. 11/23

6.7%
Price Decrease

11/22 vs. 11/23

TOP COUNTIES
Jennings Sales Up 66.7%

Bartholomew Sales Up 3.2%

Shelby Sales 0.0%

“ The average home sale price has actually decreased since this time last year, and mortgage interest rates are 
down slightly, creating a steady market,” said Jim Litten, president of F.C. Tucker Company. “While some may be 
hesitant to purchase a home during the holiday season, the majority of central Indiana counties saw increases in 
available housing inventory in November, providing a greater selection of homes for buyers to choose from.”

November 2023 
Average Sale Price

$290,020
compared to this t ime last year

Sales Decreased   
November pended home sales  
compared to this time last year

11.5%

Months of Inventory 
Increased   

15.3%
11/22 vs. 11/23

Interest Rates 
30-Year Fixed   

7.375%
 With an APR 

of 7.486%

THIS MONTH IN REAL ESTATE
CENTRAL INDIANA STATISTICS FROM THE 16-COUNTY REGION

NOVEMBER 2023

FAIR HOUSING
CASES
Total– 9
Rental– 9
Sales– 0
Other– 0

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.comF.C. TUCKER 

COMPANY 317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com   |   DaniRobinsonHomes.com

TOP COUNTIES
Decatur Sales Up 100%
Putnam Sales Up 82.6%
Bartholomew Sales Up 19.7%

FAIR 
HOUSING
CASES
Total– 7
Rental– 6
Sales– 1
Other– 0

55
More Homes  

For Sale
1/23 vs. 1/24

6.6%
Price Increase

1/23 vs. 1/24

January 2024 
Average Sale Price

$326,978
compared to this t ime last year

Sales Decreased   
January pended home sales  

compared to this time last year

4.8%

Months of Inventory Increased   

1.6%
1/23 vs. 1/24

Interest Rates 
30-Year Fixed   

6.875%
 With an APR 

of 7.037%

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, hamilton heights, hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Sheridan, University, Westfield

reporter Sports Friday
Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

The REPORTER
Five Hamilton County 

girls basketball players are 
among the 15 seniors and 
15 underclass girls' basket-
ball players have earned 
IBCA/Franciscan Health 
"Supreme 15" All-State 
honors for 2023-24, it was 
announced Thursday.

The IBCA also named 
Large School All-State 
teams (15 seniors, 15 under-
class) and Small School All-
State teams (16 seniors, 15 
underclass).

 The "Supreme 15" is 
the top honor awarded, 
and players were voted to 
that group without regard 
to school size. The Large 
School and Small School 
all-state teams are second-
ary accolades -- the Large 
School group including 
players from Class 3A and 
Class 4A schools and the 
Small School group in-
cluding players from Class 
A and Class 2A schools. 
Players who make the Su-
preme 15 are not considered 
for Large School or Small 
School honors. The Senior 
Small School All-State 
team had 16 members be-
cause of a tie in the voting 
for the final spot.

In addition, 89 more 
seniors and 90 more under-
class players were selected 
honorable mention all-state. 
The honorable mention lau-

rels are awarded without re-
gard to school size. In total, 
270 players -- 135 seniors 
and 135 underclass players 
-- were recognized on the 
2024 IBCA girls' basketball 
All-State teams.

Fishers’ Talia Harris, 
Hamilton Heights’ Cam-
ryn Runner and Nobles-
ville’s Reagan Wilson were 
among the players voted to 
the 2024 IBCA/Franciscan 
Health Supreme 15 Se-
nior girls' team. The other 
players are, listed alpha-
betically: Payton Benge, 
Plainfield; Aniyah Bishop, 
Lake Central; Kennedy 
Fuelling, Norwell; Emma 
Haan, Zionsville;  Rachel 
Harshman, Mooresville; 
Denyha Jacobs, Warren 
Central; Ellery Minch, Mt. 
Vernon (Fortville); Jordyn 
Poole, Fort Wayne Snid-
er;  Chloe Spreen, Bedford 
North Lawrence;  Wise-
man, Indian Creek; Juliann 
Woodard, Jennings Coun-
ty; and Ava Ziolkowski, 
Crown Point.

Hamilton Southeastern 
junior Maya Makalusky 
and Noblesville junior Mer-
edith Tippner were both 
voted to the 2024 IBCA/
Franciscan Health Supreme 
15 Underclass girls' team. 
The other players are, listed 
alphabetically: Laila Abdu-
rraqib, Lawrence Central; 
Lillian Barnes, Valparaiso; 

Addison Baxter, Columbia 
City; Myah Epps, Home-
stead; Gracyn Gilliard, 
Munster; Avery Gordon, 
Brownsburg; Lillie Graves, 
McCutcheon; Jaylah Lam-
pley, Lawrence Central; 
Lola Lampley, Lawrence 
Central; Brooklynn Renn, 
Silver Creek; Kira Reyn-
olds, South Bend Wash-
ington; Gabby Spink, Gib-
son Southern;  and Brooke 
Winchester, Warsaw.

Westfield’s Ellie Kelle-
her was named to the Se-
nior Large School All-State 
team. Hamilton Southeast-
ern sophomore Kennedy 
Holman was named to the 
Underclass Large School 
All-State team, with Sher-
idan junior Kenzie Garner 
named to the Underclass 
Small School All-State 
team.

Hamilton Heights’ Ella 
Hickok and Noblesville’s 
Ava Shoemaker were both 

named Senior Honorable 
Mention, while Fishers 
junior Nevaeh Dickman, 
Fishers junior Allison Scheu 
and Hamilton Southeastern 
sophomore Kayla Stidham 
were named Underclass 
Honorable Mention.

The IBCA/Franciscan 
Health All-State teams are 
selected through a process 
organized by the Indiana 
Basketball Coaches Asso-
ciation and presented by 
Franciscan Health Sports 
Medicine.

All IBCA-member head 
coaches have the opportu-
nity to nominate players. A 
panel of 20 IBCA coaches – 
16 from the current regional 
areas, three district repre-
sentatives (one each from 
IHSAA Districts 1, 2 and 3) 
and the committee chairman 
-- then meet to review the 
nominations, vote and final-
ize the selections.

Those on the IBCA all-

state committee for 2024 
included chairman Doug 
Springer of Northridge plus 
Rod Parker of Homestead 
from District 1, DeeAnn 
Ramey of North Central 
from District 2 and Kevin 
Moore of East Central from 
District 3.

Completing the voting 
panel were Kristi Ulrich 
of Penn, Andy Maguire of 
Zionsville, Curt Benge of 
Plainfield and Tyler Cho-
ate of Evansville North in 
Class 4A; Chris Tomcsi of 
Griffith, Ray Davis of Ma-
conaquah, Kaley May of 
Danville and Dan Grill (for 
Adam Dennis) of Madison 
in Class 3A; Tony Scheub 
of Andrean, Justin Jordan 
of Whitko, Mark Harper of 
Riverton Parke and Jared 
Rehmel of Linton-Stockton 
in Class 2A; and Rick Bud-
ka of Morgan Township, 
Ryan Chiddister of Union 
(Modoc), Jason West of 

Southwestern (Shelby) and 
Marty Niehaus of Springs 
Valley in Class A.

Franciscan Health 
Sports Medicine is mak-
ing a financial contribution 
to the IBCA Scholarship 
Fund as the presenting part-
ner of the IBCA All-State 
Teams. As part of the part-
nership, Franciscan Health 
Sports Medicine will pro-
vide plaques to Supreme 
15 honorees and certificates 
to players receiving Large 
School All-State, Small 
School All-State or Honor-
able Mention All-State rec-
ognition. Those items will 
be made available to each 
recipient's coach during 
April, allowing her coach 
to present the award to each 
player prior to the end of the 
2023-24 academic year. 

The IBCA thanks Fran-
ciscan Health Sports Med-
icine for being a partner in 
this annual project.

Five county girls players earn “Supreme 15” honors, 
IBCA releases All-State honors for 2023-2024

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

The story of Fishers girls 
basketball coach Lauren 
Votaw’s ulcerative colitis and 
ileostomy journey didn’t end 
with her February 2021 sur-
gery to remove her colon.

In fact, some parts of the 
story are still in the first chap-
ter. That includes the part 
where Votaw talks about how 
much her life has improved 
after years of suffering from 
colitis as well as the part 
where she and her husband 
Jeremy welcomed a new ad-
dition to their family.

Votaw was in the hospital 
for 70 days after the surgery 
due to several complications, 
and she admitted there were 
times that were not easy. 
(Votaw posted about her jour-
ney on her Facebook page, 
which you can find at face-
book.com/lauren.vail.18.) 
But once she was out of the 
hospital, she was on her way 
to a much-improved life.

An ileostomy is a stoma, 
or surgical opening, formed 
when the end of the small 
intestine (ileum) is brought 
onto the surface of the skin. 
Waste product then leaves the 
intestine and stoma, where it 
is deposited into a bag. 

It is necessary to empty 
the bag throughout the day, 
but Votaw said in a Facebook 
post on about Inflammatory 
Bowel Diseases that it takes 
“approximately one minute” 
to empty it – which again is 

a perfect example of how her 
life has improved.

“I thought my life was 
going to be limited when in 
reality, it’s the complete op-
posite,” said Votaw. “I have 
way fewer limitations now on 
what I can eat, when we can 
travel. I don’t have to worry 
about where a bathroom is. 
I can exercise more because 
my body is healthier.”

Votaw is sharing her sto-
ry with the hopes that she 
can “take some of the stigma 
away from stomas and ileos-
tomy.

“I don’t hide my ileos-
tomy,” said Votaw. “I don’t 
hide the bag because I want 
people to ask about it. I 
want people to know how 
it saved my life. You never 
know when you might run 
into somebody with Crohn’s 
disease that they’ve been 
scared to have the surgery 
because they’re scared of the 
bag. In most cases, your life 
is way better.”

“Lauren worked tireless-
ly to manage this disease and 
continue to participate in all 
the activities a young adult 
wants to experience,” said 
Ann Vail, Votaw’s mother. 
“She made so many adjust-
ments to her daily routine just 
so she could do the things she 
really wanted to do. Very few 
people realized how chal-
lenging her daily life had be-
come. After the surgery, not 
only did she feel significant-
ly better than she had for 10 
years, many other aspects of 

her daily life improved and 
she had more time and ener-
gy for her personal and work 
activities.”

Votaw also wants to be-
ing general awareness of 
bowel diseases. She estimat-
ed that she had gone through 
“12, maybe 13 colonoscopies 
in that entire time,” when 
most people will have five in 
their entire lifetime.

“I was having to miss 
school a lot and the students 
would ask why,” said Votaw. 
“One of the things that I 
would try to do was be open 
and honest about what was 
going on. Colon cancer is a 
very curable cancer if they 
find it early and a lot of people 
are scared of colonoscopies.” 

Votaw wants to help her 
students understand that it’s 
okay to talk about topics like 
that, and it’s not something 
to avoid.

“If they’re ever in a situ-
ation, they know it’s okay to 
do that,” she said.

Votaw and the Fishers 
girls basketball team has got-
ten involved with the Crohn’s 
and Colitis Walk at Conner 
Prairie. They participated in 
the walk in 2022, and also 
helped with the event set-up.

“It means a lot to me that 
they come and participate in 
that,” said Votaw. This year’s 
Indiana Take Steps Walk is 
scheduled for June 8 at Con-
ner Prairie. More informa-
tion is available here.

Lauren and Jeremy 
Votaw marked two years 

since Lauren’s surgery by 
finding out they were going 
to be parents. That was also a 
story marked with twists and 
turns before a happy ending.

The Votaws were 
matched to adopt a baby that 
was due in November 2022. 
But that baby’s birth mother 
changed her mind and decid-
ed to raise the baby herself.

“Obviously at the time 
we were very sad,” said 
Votaw. “We weren’t really 
sure what to think. But we 
trusted our faith. It’s very 
strong and that’s a very im-
portant part of our lives. I 
had a peace that I couldn’t 
really understand after that 
happened. I’m just going to 
keep doing my thing. Every-
body kept saying ‘The child 
you’re supposed to have will 
end up with you.’”

Lauren Votaw coached 
her Tigers team through the 
2022-23 season, a histor-
ic campaign where Fishers 
reached the Class 4A state 
championship game for the 
first time in school histo-
ry. During the season, the 
Votaws kept hearing about 
another mother that their 
adoption agency thought 
would be a good match.

A few days before the 
state title game, the Votaws 
received an email asking if 
they wanted to show their 
profile to the mother. They 
said yes. The mother contact-
ed the couple the Wednesday 
before the state champion-
ship, and a phone conversa-

tion followed.
The next Monday, Votaw 

reached out to the mother. 
She replied with an email that 
had the adoption contract.

“We were matched liter-
ally 48 hours after the sea-
son,” said Votaw. “And it was 
almost as if God was saying 
‘This is why we waited.’”

On June 26, the baby boy 

was born. His name: Logan 
Vail Votaw. The new fami-
ly returned home a couple 
weeks later, and the adoption 
was finalized in January.

“We’re excited for him 
to be a part of the Tiger fam-
ily, for the girls to get to see 
us as parents,” said Lauren 
Votaw. “Logan’s going to be 
around.”

Photo provided
Lauren and Jeremy Votaw happily introduced 
their new baby, Logan Vail Votaw to the world this 
winter. Logan was born on June 26 in Missouri 
and returned home with the Votaws a couple 
weeks later. His adoption was finalized in January.

Lauren’s story, part 2: Votaw embraces
fewer limitations, new addition to family

Basketball

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
https://www.joshuaherdphotography.com/
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/lauren.vail.18
https://www.facebook.com/lauren.vail.18
https://tinyurl.com/bdzztnks
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Noblesville, Carmel, Westfield, Sheridan, Hamilton Heights, Fishers, University, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Southeastern

 Fri March 1 -  Watch Hamilton County Schools
6:00 pm  Sheridan vs University     (Bragg Sports)
  Watch at www.ihsaatv.org/?B=983373
 
6:00 pm  Chatard vs Guerin Catholic    (Indiana SRN)
  Watch at www.ihsaatv.org/?B=995790
  
6:00 pm  Westfield vs Noblesville     (HCTV Sports)
  Watch at www.ihsaatv.org/?B=983662
 
7:30 pm  Fishers vs Hamilton Southeastern (HCTV Sports)
  Watch at www.ihsaatv.org/?B=983665

Watch “Live or Later”  Exclusively
at www.IHSAAtv.org or

on your ihsaatv app on your TV devices

2023-24 BOYS BASKETBALL STATE TOURNAMENT

The REPORTER
A Hamilton County sec-

tional showdown will be 
taking place tonight at Larry 
Hobbs Hall.

Class 2A Sectional 43 
host Sheridan takes on Uni-
versity at 6 p.m. tonight in 
the first semifinal. The win-
ner of that game advances to 
Saturday’s sectional cham-
pionship, where it will take 
on the winner of the Park 
Tudor-Covenant Christian 
semifinal that follows the 
first game.

The host Blackhawks 
are 13-8 for the season, in-
cluding victories in the two 
games they played in the fi-
nal week of the regular sea-
son. Sheridan beat Western 
Boone 61-44 last Monday 
and Waldron 59-56 last Fri-
day.

The ‘Hawks have four 
players scoring in double 
digits for the season. Junior 
Caleb Wright leads the way 
with 13.6 points per game, 
followed by senior Trent 
DeCraene with 13.1, fresh-
man Trey Page with 13.0 
and junior Damon Winston 
with 10.9.

Winston is the top re-
bounder with 6.5 per con-
test, followed by senior Ty-
ler Garner with 6.0. Wright 
pulls 4.2 per game. De-
Craene has been a standout 
passer for the season, dish-
ing out 7.5 assists per game. 
Winston has 1.8 blocked 
shots per contest.

The Trailblazers are 11-
12 and were also winners 
for their regular-season fina-
le, beating Phalen Academy 
82-67 last Thursday. Uni-
versity has three double-fig-

ure scorers: Junior Max 
McComb leads with 12.4 
points per game, followed 
by senior Bryce Gray with 
10.5 and sophomore Blake 
Gray with 10.0.

Sophomore Cooper 
Cammack is the leading re-
bounder with 5.6 per game. 
Senior Montgomery Hol-
land is next in line with 5.0 
rebounds per contest and 
leads in blocks per game 
with 1.7. McComb has 1.2 
blocks. Bryce Gray averag-
es 3.8 assists per game.

* * *
Hamilton Heights trav-

els to New Castle tonight for 
the first semifinal at Class 
3A Sectional 24. The Hus-
kies take on Yorktown, with 
tipoff at 6 p.m. The second 
semifinal follows between 
the host Trojans and Delta.

The Yorktown Tigers 
are 13-10 for the season 
and opened sectional play 
Tuesday with a 64-45 vic-
tory over Centerville. Se-
nior Kieran Tewari leads the 
Yorktown scoring with 14.5 
points per game, followed 
by senior Jacob Grim with 
10.3 points.

Senior Mason Moulton 
is the top rebounder, col-
lecting 4.9 per contest. Grim 
hands out 3.7 assists per 
game, followed by Tewari 
with 3.1.

Heights is 10-13 for the 
season, beating Rensselaer 
Central 67-55 in its regu-
lar-season finale last Friday. 
Senior Sam Dawson scored 
21 points in that victory, in-
cluding four 3-pointers. Se-
nior Tillman Etchison added 
18 points and junior Drey-
din Serna scored 10. 

Submitted by IMS
John Mahler, who was 

best known for dramatical-
ly bumping his way into the 
1979 Indianapolis 500, died 
Feb. 6 in the Quad Cities 
area of Iowa. He was 87.

Mahler recently said he 
drove the bravest four laps 
of his career in qualifying 
for the fifth time for the 
“500” at Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway. He was using a 
car assembled the prior night 
after his primary machine 
was bumped – twice, actu-
ally. Mahler hadn’t practiced 
with the No. 92T Intercomp 
Eagle/Offy, yet he bumped 
Bill Vukovich Jr. in literally 
the final seconds of qualify-
ing.

“My shining moment,” 
he said during a final visit to 
IMS in January.

Mahler said he relived 
the action “15 or 20 times” 
on a DVD of ABC’s “Wide 
World of Sports” broad-
cast. That was the year Rick 
Mears won the pole and then 
the race, but all eyes were on 
Mahler that late afternoon 
May 20.

The drama was at a fe-
vered pitch as time was 
running out on the final 
qualifying day. Driver Dick 
Ferguson exhausted his four 
available laps with a sour-
ing engine and a car that 
was nearly 15 seconds off 
the pace necessary to earn 
a starting spot. Ferguson’s 

bid to complete the run near-
ly cost Mahler a chance to 
make his last attempt.

Mahler remembered 
chief steward Tom Binford 
telling him there might be 
oil on the track from Fergu-
son’s engine, but time would 
expire if a track inspection 
was done. Mahler decided 
to take his chances with the 
track’s condition and rolled 
off pit lane at 5:59 p.m.

Mahler said he wasn’t 
sure what to expect from 
the Eagle, but it mostly ran 
beautifully aside from a big 
push toward the wall in Turn 
1.

“It was pretty exciting 
being inside the car,” Mahler 
said with a laugh. “I was go-
ing as fast as I knew I need-
ed to go. I was coming up on 
the Turn 1 wall and I said, ‘I 
ain’t gonna lift.’ A strange 
thing happened. Just when 
I was about to hit the wall 
the (air from the compressed 
air) pushed the car to the left. 
I was really surprised, but I 
was so determined that I just 
put my foot down.

“(I was) either going to 
qualify or crash. There was 
no other option.”

Listening to Jim McK-
ay’s call of Mahler’s qualify-
ing run added to the drama. 
After posting a 184.811 mph 
average for Lap 2, the veter-
an announcer said, “He can 
make it if the car holds up.” 
After a third lap at 184.388 
mph, McKay was even more 
confident in the run. “He’s in 
very good shape.”

Lap 4 was 183.411 
mph, capping a four-lap run 
of 184.322 mph that was 
enough to bump Vukovich’s 
183.889 in a Watson. In 
those days, McKay couldn’t 
immediately confirm the 
feat, announcing that it was 
“unofficial.” Soon after, 
ABC left the IMS broadcast 
to begin “The Osmond Fam-
ily Show” featuring Donny, 
Marie and other Osmond 
family members. Mahler 
liked to joke that his qualify-
ing run that pushed into the 
6 o’clock hour bumped the 
Osmonds, too.

Upon returning to the 
team’s Gasoline Alley ga-
rage, Mahler fondly remem-
bered the look on the face 
of his chief mechanic, Bob 
Harkey, a former driver who 
knew the courage it took to 

deliver such a run.
Mahler did what he could 

with his opportunity to com-
pete in the race. He turned 
66 laps before his equipment 
gave out on him. He finished 
25th. But his place in history 
had been earned in qualify-
ing.

Mahler was born Nov. 
16, 1936, in his grandpar-
ents’ home in Alpha, Iowa. 
He was a skilled skier who 
raced in and won local com-
petitions. He also played 
tennis and football in high 
school. He graduated from 
Iowa State University as an 
engineering major. While in 
college, he was a member of 
the Navy’s ROTC program, 
served a summer in the 
Mediterranean and attended 
the Marine Corps Officer 
Candidate School in Quanti-
co, Virginia.

Mahler and his brother, 
Jim, raced in the Sports Car 
Club of America around the 
Midwest. In 1970, Mahler 
and co-driver Jerry Thomp-
son drove the Owens Corn-
ing Fiberglass Corvette to a 
class victory in the Rolex 24 
At Daytona. They finished 
sixth overall.

Mahler qualified for 
his first “500” in 1971 but 
was replaced in the starting 
field by his teammate, Dick 
Simon, due to sponsorship 
commitments. Mahler made 
his first IMS start in 1972, 
finishing 22nd. He also 
earned a starting position in 
1977 (he was relieved by 
Larry Cannon) and 1978. 
His best finish was 14th in 
’77. After the memorable 
qualifying run in ’79, he 
tried to make Indy’s show 
four more times without 
success.

Mahler made 36 INDY-
CAR SERIES starts, finish-
ing in the top 10 six times. 
His best finish was sixth on 
the Indianapolis Raceway 
Park road course as a series 
rookie in 1970.

Mahler was preceded in 
death by his wife, Connie. 
He is survived by his five 
children: Kathleen, John 
Phillip, Carol, Anthony and 
Susan, along with two broth-
ers, a sister and many grand-
children.

A memorial service and 
graveside military rites will 
be held May 4 in Alpha, 
Iowa.

Indianapolis 500 veteran Mahler dies at 87

Photo courtesy Landon Denison, NHS Shadow Yearbook
Noblesville’s Kaleigh Moller has committed to the Taylor University cheerleading team. (Front row, 
from left) Matt Moller (father), Kaleigh Moller, and Angie Moller (mother). (Back row, from left) Josh 
Moller (brother) and Lynn Minick (Noblesville Sideline Cheer Head Coach).

Noblesville’s Kaleigh Moller 
commits to Taylor University

Sectional showdowns: 
Sheridan & University 

face off tonight, Heights 
takes on New Castle

Basketball
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Indy Ignite team makes Fishers 
Event Center its home court

The REPORTER
Indiana’s first profes-

sional volleyball team, Indy 
Ignite, has revealed that the 
Fishers Event Center will 
become their official home 
court. This new, state-of-
the-art venue in Fishers will 
host all Indy Ignite home 
games once they begin play 
in January 2025. 

The announcement 
Wednesday morning took 
place at the Fishers Event 
Center, followed by an ex-
clusive hard-hat tour of the 
future home of Indy Ig-
nite. At the event, Fishers 
Mayor Scott Fadness, Pro 
Volleyball Federation CEO 
Jen Spicher, Indy Ignite 
Co-Owner Jim Schumach-
er, former Husker volleyball 
player Kenzie Knuckles, 
and Indy Ignite General 
Manager Mary Kay Huse 
spoke about the team and 
the fierce competition they 
will bring to the Indy region.

“Indy Ignite is proud 
to represent not just Indi-
anapolis – but the entire, 
region-wide volleyball 
community that makes In-
diana one of the best states 
in the sport,” Huse said. 
“From the Fishers Event 
Center, our team will be 
able to serve the thousands 
of young athletes in central 
Indiana, giving them every-
thing they need to have an 
incredible night with their 
families – great food, easy 
access, and of course, the 
world's greatest volleyball 
players in action.” 

Slated to open in No-
vember 2024, the Fishers 
Event Center will be the 

largest mid-size event cen-
ter in the region, seating 
crowds of up to 7,500 peo-
ple. This brand-new facili-
ty is part of a $550 million 
expansion to the Fishers 
District, one of the region’s 
largest shopping, living, and 
dining destinations. 

Before Indy Ignite 
games, fans can explore 
the walkable 40-acre Fish-
ers District and enjoy a 
variety of high-end restau-
rants within minutes of the 
arena. The Fishers Event 
Center will also feature its 
own exclusive sports bar, 
VIP courtside lounges, and 
dedicated family suites for 
guests to watch the game in 
private. 

Indy Ignite will share 
the venue with the ECHL 
Indy Fuel hockey team and 
the recently announced 
Fishers Freight Indoor Foot-
ball League team. Together, 
these pro sports teams will 
bring over a hundred events 
to Fishers each year, creat-
ing new opportunities for 
exciting, fast-paced fun for 
the whole family. 

“We are beyond excited 
to welcome Indy Ignite and 
the Pro Volleyball Federa-
tion to the Fishers commu-
nity,” Fadness said. “The 
Fishers Event Center is set 
to become an epicenter of 
entertainment for the entire 
region, and Indy Ignite is 
going to spark a new chap-
ter for sports in our city. We 
look forward to cheering 
them on as they revolution-
ize the world of volleyball 
from right here in our own 
backyard.”

Several local volleyball 
teams joined the announce-
ment, representing clubs 
and high schools across the 
Indianapolis region. This in-
cluded the nationally ranked 
Hamilton Southeastern 
High School girls volleyball 
team that won the Indiana 
State Championship in both 
2022 and 2023. 

In their speeches, Mary 
Kay Huse and Jen Spicher 
addressed the athletes in the 
audience and emphasized 
that Indy Ignite is their team 
– made to inspire young 
women like them to pursue 
their dreams. 

“Central Indiana is an 
undeniable hotbed for both 
men’s and women’s vol-
leyball, where thousands of 
talented athletes first learn 
to love the game,” Spich-
er said. “These incredible 
young ladies deserve an op-
portunity to continue their 
careers on the professional 
stage, and that is our core 
mission and vision at Pro 
Volleyball Federation. We 
are so proud to welcome 
Indy Ignite to the league, 
as we continue to disrupt 
the status quo and bring 
pro volleyball to passionate 

sports communities like In-
dianapolis.”

Pro Volleyball Feder-
ation began play in Janu-
ary 2024 with seven teams 
competing for a place in the 
four-team Pro Volleyball 
Federation Championship 
in May. Indy Ignite will 
be one of three expansion 
teams to debut in January 
2025 – with season ticket 
deposits available now.

Visit IndyIgniteVB.
com to secure your season 
tickets and become a mem-
ber of the exclusive Indy 
Ignite Founders Club today.

sPoRTs sCHedule
Friday, March 1
BOYS BASKETBALL

Sectional 8 at Noblesville
Westfield vs. Noblesville, 6 p.m.

Hamilton Southeastern vs. Fishers, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 24 at New Castle

Hamilton Heights vs. Yorktown, 6 p.m.
New Castle vs. Delta, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 27 at Guerin Catholic

Bishop Chatard vs. Guerin Catholic, 6 p.m.
Heritage Christian vs. Brebeuf Jesuit, 7:30 p.m.

Sectional 43 at Sheridan
University vs. Sheridan, 6 p.m.

Park Tudor vs. Covenant Christian, 7:30 p.m.
GYMNASTICS

Noblesville at Franklin Central regional, 6:30 p.m.
TRACK AND FIELD

Westfield at Indiana Wesleyan HSR Qualifier, 5:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

Submitted by IMS
Two-time NTT INDY-

CAR SERIES champion 
Josef Newgarden paid hom-
age to one of Team Penske’s 
sponsors – Shell – when he 
unveiled the ticket for the 
108th Indianapolis 500 pre-
sented by Gainbridge on 
Thursday, Feb. 29 in India-
napolis.

Newgarden earned his 
first victory in “The Great-
est Spectacle in Racing” last 
May in the No. 2 Shell Pow-
ering Progress Team Penske 
Chevrolet, and one of the 
many honors bestowed upon 
the winner is unveiling the 
ticket for the next year’s race. 
Featuring the winning driver 
on the next year’s “500” tick-
et dates to Mauri Rose’s ap-
pearance in 1948.

Nashville native New-
garden dropped the cover 
from a billboard-sized ver-
sion of the colorful ticket, 
affixed to the side of The 
Children’s Museum of Indi-
anapolis parking garage and 
viewable from the parking 
lot of the adjacent Shell gas 
station.

Designed in house by 
Senior Art Director Mandy 
Walsh, the ticket features a 
photo of Newgarden jumping 
from the car on the famous 
Yard of Bricks last May 26 
before he climbed through 
the fence to join fans in the 
grandstands. In addition to 
honoring Shell with the loca-
tion of the ticket unveil, New-
garden shared Shell gift cards 
with the first 108 fans as a 
continuation of his fan-fo-
cused celebrations.

“My initial reaction see-
ing the ticket is how special 

it is,” Newgarden said. “It 
reminds me of right at the 
end of the race and the mo-
ment I was able to have with 
the crowd. To me, that was 
almost more significant than 
winning the race itself – was 
having the opportunity to 
celebrate with everyone who 
comes to the Indy 500.

“The ‘500’ is so much 
bigger than just me – it’s ev-
erybody who makes it out. 
There are generations upon 
generations who have been 
going to that race and have 
made it so historic. That’s 
what this ticket signifies. It’s 
that celebration with the com-
munity and what makes the 
Indy 500. It’s different than 
what you normally see. Peo-
ple are used to seeing Victory 
Lane. This is seeing the event 
for what it is and the signifi-
cance and honor of being able 
to be there.”

Newgarden will defend 
his Indianapolis 500 victory 
Sunday, May 26 in the 108th 
Indianapolis 500 presented 
by Gainbridge at Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway, with live 
coverage starting at 11 a.m. 
ET on NBC, Peacock and the 
INDYCAR Radio Network.

Tickets for the Indy 500 
and all Month of May activ-
ities are on sale at IMS.com, 
by calling the IMS Ticket 
Office at 317-492-6700 or by 
visiting the ticket office.

The 2024 NTT INDY-
CAR SERIES season starts 
Sunday, March 10 with the 
Firestone Grand Prix of St. 
Petersburg presented by RP 
Funding in St. Petersburg, 
Florida (live, noon ET, NBC, 
Peacock, INDYCAR Radio 
Network).

Newgarden unveils vivid 
108th Indianapolis 500 ticket

Read it here.
Read it first.
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