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TodAy’S WeATher
Today: Sunny.

Tonight: Partly cloudy.

And it was so

A rare life
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I can’t remember 
when Mom told me this 
story. 

She was small, 
blond, vivacious, full 
of questions. She fol-
lowed my every step 
like a faithful dog. And 
I liked it for this little 
girl, who had not quite 
outgrown her baby 
lisp, had a very special 
place in my heart.

You see, I had been her nurse when the 
proud parents had brought her home from 
the hospital. Life was a new experience for 
her; caring for a week-old baby was a new 
experience for me. And the mother! Let us 
just say motherhood was a brand-new expe-
rience for her, too!

Now all of us had a little experience, and 
there was a babysitter. She was a darling, no 
doubt about that. But not darling enough to 
displace my first Love. So we shared the day 
together. The summer day had been long. 
My legs were tired. So were the five-year-
old legs. It was bedtime. The house was 
small. Baby snoozed happily in her “go-
cart.” Mother and Father could share the 
sofa which opened into a comfortable bed.

With Feb. 29 being 
Rare Disease Day, I felt 
like it was a good time 
to talk about rare dis-
eases and what it’s like 
to live with one. I’ve 
mentioned in my past 
writings that it took 
me 44 years to finally 
receive a diagnosis for 
my disease that I was 
born with. 

I live with a disease called Bethlem My-
opathy, also known as Bethlem Muscular 
Dystrophy. It is a rare disease that affects 
skeletal muscles and connective tissue. 
Some types of Muscular Dystrophy are 
quickly progressive, and some are slower 
in progression. I am fortunate that mine is 
slower in progression. 

The way that Bethlem Muscular Dystro-
phy affects me is that it causes weak mus-
cles throughout my entire body, with my 
hips and legs being the most affected body 
parts. It causes contractures in some of my 
joints, which was the reason for so many 
foot and ankle surgeries in the past. The 
surgeries helped to correct those contrac-
tures and enabled me to shed my heavy leg 
braces. My gait is very labored, and it takes 
great effort and concentration to walk. It is 
as mentally exhausting as it is physically.

See Rare Life . . . Page 3

HSE school board appoints
Patrick Mapes superintendent
Experienced administrator to take the helm of Indiana’s fourth-largest school district
Submitted by 
HSE Schools

On Wednesday, the Hamil-
ton Southeastern Schools Board 
of Trustees unanimously voted 
to approve a contract appointing 
Patrick Mapes as the district’s 
next superintendent, effective 
immediately.

Mapes brings over 35 years 
of experience in teaching and 
school administration in Indi-
ana, having worked in large, 
medium, and small K-12 or-
ganizations. He most recently 
served as superintendent of Per-

ry Township Schools, 
playing an instrumen-
tal role in strengthen-
ing that district over 
the course of seven 
years at the helm.

Prior to lead-
ing Perry Township 
Schools, Mapes was 
chairman of the In-
diana Education Em-
ployment Relations Board and 
spent nearly 15 years serving in 
various capacities, including su-
perintendent, within Delaware 
Community Schools in Muncie, 

Ind. He was also the 
assistant superinten-
dent of public instruc-
tion for the Indiana 
Department of Edu-
cation for three years 
and was selected to 
join the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education as 
the regional advisory 
chairperson on educa-

tion issues.
While he leads HSE, Mapes 

will also continue to serve the 
state as an appointee to the In-
diana State Board of Education, 

which oversees K-12 education 
policymaking in Indiana.

HSE Schools will also be 
gaining the support of the entire 
Mapes family, including Mapes’ 
wife Jacinda and their children. 
The family plans to relocate 
from their current house on the 
south side of Indianapolis to a 
home in the HSE community.

“I am honored by the op-
portunity to lead Hamilton 
Southeastern Schools,” Mapes 
said. “I plan to hit the ground 

Mapes

See Mapes . . . Page 2

Sheridan’s future educators learn 
about classroom furniture design
Submitted by Sheridan 
Community Schools

Education Professions stu-
dents in Jill Cali’s class at Sher-
idan High School (SHS) had an 
experience that not only allowed 
them to learn about classroom 
design but also to have a role in 
choosing furniture that will be 
purchased for their classroom.

Dainen Tolman, Director 
of K12 Education for Business 
Furniture Co., is passionate 
about helping educators cre-
ate inspiring, interactive, and 
technology-integrated envi-
ronments, and he brought that 
passion to the classroom for an 
interactive session with SHS 
students. 

Tolman spent the first hour 
of the two-hour session talking 
to students about how the role 
of furniture is evolving in busi-
ness and education. He began 
by explaining to students how 

important it is to have a “why,” 
describing it as a “north star” to 
guide one’s actions, including 
how one designs space. Stu-
dents learned about agility ver-
sus flexibility as they considered 
what furniture they would select 

for their classroom.
SHS offers an Education 

Professions Pathway for stu-
dents that allows them to ex-
plore the education profession, 
gain valuable experiences, and 
earn college credit.

In addition to classroom ses-
sions with Cali, students have 
field placements at Sheridan El-
ementary School for hands-on 
experiences.

Photo provided
Education professions students come together to share their classroom designs.

See Design . . . Page 2
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Fishers pillages HSE’s hopes for a win

Photos provided
(Above left) “Due Pilligence” from Fishers High School won the competition. The judges included Magistrate 
Valorie Hahn, Judge Rick Campbell, and Judge Andrew Bloch. They judged the Finals on Saturday, Feb. 24. (Above 
right) The HCBA 2024 scholarship winner was HSE’s Lauren Nolan. She is pictured with Judge Stephenie Gookins.

Submitted by 
Judge Stephenie Gookins

The 2024 Hamilton County 
Mock Trial competition for area 
high school students wrapped 
up competition on Saturday, 
Feb. 24 at the Judicial Center. 
with Fishers taking first place in 
a very close trial over HSE.

The competition, sponsored 
by the Hamilton County Bar As-
sociation (HCBA), offers high 
school students who are inter-
ested in learning more about a 
career in law the opportunity to 
prepare and present a fictitious 
case during five preliminary 
rounds of competition with local 
attorneys and judicial officers 
acting as judges in the trials.

Teams consist of up to 10 
students who play the roles of 
the witnesses and Plaintiff and 
Defense attorneys. Each team 
works with a local volunteer 
attorney as a team advisor and 
a teacher sponsor as they pre-

pare the case for competition 
which takes place in January 
and February each year. Teams 
learn both the plaintiff and de-
fense sides of the case. After the 
preliminary rounds, teams are 
seeded and compete in a single 
elimination tournament until a 
champion is crowned.

This year marked the 24th 
year of the competition and the 
largest field of teams in the pro-
gram’s existence. There were 
14 teams comprised of near-
ly 140 students from Fishers, 

Winners
Best “Blake Toomey”: Henry Molin
Best “Dr. Logan Earnhardt”: Alyssa Morrissey
Best “Angel Jones”: Cadence Schrock
Best “Kendall Ramirez”: Prachi Subbannavar
Best “Jadon Wong”: Cole Dangler
Best “Dr. Erin Parker”: Grace Nie
Best Plaintiff Attorney: Naina Praveen
Best Defense Attorney: Emily Everett

runners up
Best “Blake Toomey” Runner up: Charlotte Horrocks
Best “Dr. Logan Earnhardt” Runner up: Brooks Holtkamp
Best “Angel Jones” Runner up: Japnam Kular
Best “Kendall Ramirez” Runner up: Lane Bruns
Best “Jadon Wong” Runner up: Cameron Henderson
Best “Dr. Erin Parker” Runner up: Anaya Lammie
Best Plaintiff Attorney Runner up: Natalie Truong
Best Defense Attorney Runner up: Abby Dehondt

Photo provided
“Drug Busted” from HSE High School were the runners up.See Pillage . . . Page 2

All aboard St. Patrick’s 
Day Celebration with 
Nickel Plate Express

Submitted
Get ready to experience the luck of 

the Irish aboard the historic Nickel Plate 
Express (NPX) as you board two excit-
ing St. Patrick's Day train rides that are 
sure to delight passengers of all ages.

St. Patrick's Day Express
Join NPX on a festive journey on 

Saturday, March 16 for the St. Patrick's 
Day Express. Embark on 65-minute 
round-trip train ride while enjoying 
a few holiday treats. Delight in the 
green-themed decorations, special-
ty cocktails, and maybe even catch a 
glimpse of a leprechaun.

St. Paddy's Day 
Pints and Punchlines

Hop aboard the St. Paddy's Day 
Pints and Punchlines ride on Sunday, 
March 17 for a unique adult expe-
rience. Enjoy a round-trip train ride 
from Noblesville to Northbrook Brew-
ery in Arcadia, where passengers will 
be treated to a comedy show, an Irish 
boxed meal, and the opportunity to pur-
chase local brews. Indulge in laughter, 
delicious food, and refreshing drinks in 
the spirit of St. Patrick's Day.

See NPX . . . Page 3
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TICKETS: $20 ALL PATRONS

$5 DISCOUNT ON THURSDAYS

VENUE: THE SWITCH THEATRE
10029 E. 126TH STREET 

SUITE D, FISHERS 46038

FRIDAY, MARCH 1, 2024 - 7:30 PM

SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 2024 - 7:30 PM

SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2024 - 2:30 PM

THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2024 - 7:30 PM

FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2024- 7:30 PM

SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2024- 7:30 PM

SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 2024 - 2:30 PM

317-815-9387   •  WWW.CARMELPLAYERS.ORG

JOIN US FOR THE MUSICAL JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME

Music by Jeanine Tesori  
 and libretto by Brian Crawley 
based on the short story 
by Doris Betts.

Directed by Kathleen Horrigan
Vocal Directed by Markell Pipkins
Produced by Amy Jo Douglas

Hamilton Southeastern, 
Carmel, Guerin Catholic, 
Noblesville, and Westfield 
schools in the competition 
this year. The Bar Associa-
tion had over 100 attorney 
and judicial officer volun-
teers to serve as judges and 
team advisors.

The case was written 
by the Indiana Bar Foun-
dation, who generously 
permits the HCBA to use 
the case for the county 
competition. The students 

prepared the case of “Blake 
Toomey v. Alameda Phar-
maceuticals.”

Plaintiff Toomey sued 
Alameda for $1 million 
after an allegation that an 
Alameda product caused 
Toomey to develop Restless 
Legs Syndrome. Students 
prepared opening and clos-
ing statements, developed 
direct and cross examination 
questions, as well as learned 
witness statements for the 
presentation each week.

The final trial was 
“Due Pilligence” of Fish-
ers High School, coached 
by Mr. Corbin Mathias vs. 
“Drug Busted” of Hamilton 
Southeastern High School 
coached by Mrs. Gaye Gar-
rett. HCBA recognized the 
outstanding performance of 
a student in each witness role 
as well the Best Plaintiff and 
Defense attorneys. HSE’s 
Lauren Nolan was awarded 
the Bar Association’s mock 
trial scholarship.

Pillage
from Page 1

Where would Sister 
sleep? Her room at home 
was next to Mother and Fa-
ther's on the ground floor. 
Here there was only a room 
upstairs and in it – not even 
a bed! There was, however, a 
place to sleep. Wheat harvest 
had come and gone leaving 
golden straw in its wake. Us-
ing an old truck we had gone 
to the field and stuffed the 
tick so that it was huge and 

soft and crackly – wee bit 
prickly, too. A fresh, white 
sheet stretched over it. A tired 
adult might have been will-
ing to spend the night there.

But a five-year-old? 200 
miles from home? Not even 
next door to Mother and Father?

I held her hand and we 
climbed the stairs together. 
Together we inspected the 
tick and discussed its merits.

“Can I jump?” She que-

ried.
“Of course,” I answered.
She landed precise-

ly in the middle and began 
squirming to make herself a 
nest. A gentle breeze wafted 
in through the south window. 
We said our good nights. I 
started down the stairway. 
Would she stay? My foot 
touched the bottom step. The 
little voice called out sleepily, 
if happily, “turn off the light.”

“We want to show stu-
dents that teaching truly is a 
great profession,” Cali said. 
“I am excited to be part of 
the program that helps stu-
dents explore the profession 
and get a head start on their 
training.”

Cali said she excited to 
get new furniture for her 
classroom, as well as giving 
her students this valuable 
experience.

“This was such a fun day 
for me and my students,” 
she said. “I love exposing 
them to ideas that are be-
yond how they have learned 
in the past. I want them to 
see the education of the fu-
ture.”

Tolman introduced stu-
dents to different types of 
furniture that were not typ-
ical in today’s classrooms. 
The second part of the pre-
sentation was interactive 
with students working in 
groups to design the space 
based on the classroom 
needs of their teacher, Ms. 
Cali. Students worked using 
magnetic pieces creating a 
scaled model of the class-
room and then shared their 
designs with the class.

The fun part comes next 
when Ms. Cali gets to sort 
through the designs, visit the 
showroom, and make selec-
tions that will be purchased 
totally through grant funds 

to create a futuristic class-
room.

Superintendent Dave 
Mundy praised Cali’s work 
in building the education 
professions program.

“At SCS we want to give 
our students the best possi-
ble experiences,” Mundy 
said. “We also need great 
teachers, and I love how this 
pathway helps us grow our 
own excellent future educa-
tors. Seeing our students ac-
tively engaged in planning 
and thinking of space cre-
atively is awesome. I appre-
ciate Ms. Cali bringing this 
experience to our students, 
and I can’t wait to see what 
they design.”

Design
from Page 1

running by building on the 
strong foundation set by the 
district’s leadership and by 
connecting with HSE’s staff, 
students and neighbors. My 
family and I are looking for-
ward to joining this amazing 
community.”

As one of his first actions 
as superintendent, Mapes 
plans to promote current 
interim superintendent Dr. 
Matt Kegley to deputy super-
intendent. Since September, 
Dr. Kegley has led the district 
with a steady hand through a 
time of transition. With more 
than 17 years of experience 

within HSE, Dr. Kegley is 
an extremely valuable mem-
ber of HSE’s leadership team 
and larger community.

“The HSE school board 
and the entire district are 
grateful for Dr. Kegley’s 
leadership over the last sev-
eral months,” Board Pres-
ident Dr. Juanita Albright 
said. “We are committed to 
continuing to uplift and sup-
port him in his new role as 
deputy superintendent.”

“As always, I’m hon-
ored to be able to serve HSE 
Schools,” Dr. Kegley said. 
“The future is bright for our 

district, and I’m looking 
forward to working close-
ly with Mr. Mapes to make 
HSE the best it can be.”

The appointment of 
Mapes and promotion of Dr. 
Kegley will provide HSE 
with a solid leadership cab-
inet to maintain and expand 
the district’s legacy of edu-
cation excellence. The dis-
trict’s mission to ensure ev-
ery student and staff member 
has the resources, intellect, 
and skills to achieve their 
goals for higher education, 
careers, and life, remains 
unwavering.

It Was So
from Page 1

Mapes
from Page 1

https://www.tomwoodvolkswagen.com/
https://prevailinc.org/
https://carmelplayers.org/
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Ticket Information
Tickets for both events 

are now available for pur-
chase at NickelPlateex-
press.com. Don't miss your 

chance to be part of these 
memorable St. Patrick's Day 
celebrations on the rails.
About Nickel Plate Express

Nickel Plate Express is 

the premier excursion rail-
road in Hamilton County, 
offering unique and immer-
sive train experiences for lo-
cals and visitors alike. From 

themed rides to scenic jour-
neys, Nickel Plate Express 
combines history, entertain-
ment, and hospitality to cre-
ate unforgettable memories.

Graphic provided Photo provided

NPX
from Page 1

In the past five years or 
so, I have started to rely on 
assistive devices such as a 
walker, cane, scooter and 
manual wheelchair. This is 
due to the progression of 
disease. I am as active as 
I can possibly be. I love to 
exercise in the water, and I 
am determined to walk as 
long as I possibly can. Some 
days it feels like it’s slipping 
through my fingers, and I 
can’t stop it. That is a very 
scary feeling to say the least. 

Living with a rare dis-
ease can feel very isolating. 
We don’t have the luxury of 
mingling with others just 
like us on a regular basis. 
It’s estimated that fewer 
than 5,000 people in the 
United States live with 
Bethlem Muscular Dystro-
phy. It’s highly unlikely that 

I will just run into someone 
living with Bethlem MD, 
or any type of MD for that 
matter. As a child and into 
adulthood, all I wanted was 
to meet someone “just like 
me.” It was a weird feeling 
to feel like I was the only 
one like myself. Everywhere 
I went, I would search for 
someone who walked like 
me. 

Finally, after 44 years 
and some genetic testing of 
myself and my parents, I got 
the answer I so desperately 
wanted and needed. With a 
name for my disease, I could 
begin (thanks to social me-
dia) the search for someone 
“just like me.” Through 
writing my blog and sharing 
my story, I have connected 
with people across the world 
who are “just like me.” 

What a comforting feeling 
to know I am not alone.

One of the people I met 
is a young woman who lives 
in Australia. We video chat 
on a regular basis, which 
is incredible! We share our 
successes and struggles and 
feel truly understood. There 
are also a few people I have 
met online who live right 
here in the U.S. I haven’t 
had the opportunity to meet 
in person with anyone yet, 
but I do hope to someday 
soon. 

A very brief explanation 
for a very complicated life 
of 49 years. We all have our 
stories of what has shaped 
our lives positively and 
negatively. My rare disease 
has done both for me. There 
are a lot of tough days and 
just downright gut-wrench-

ing moments living with a 
progressive muscle disease. 
Watching abilities I once 
had being ripped away is 
immensely difficult to pro-
cess.

There are also many 
beautiful moments that have 
come out of this story. So, it 
continues, finding the bal-
ance between the two and 
living life to the fullest the 
best that I can. Not always 
getting it right, but always 
willing to try again.

Until next time …
Amy Shinneman is a for-

mer National Ambassador 
for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, disability blog-
ger, wife, and mom of two 
boys. You can find her blog 
at humblycourageous.com 
and reach her on Instagram 
@ashinneman.

Rare Life
from Page 1

Bien Mexicana
150 S Peru St, Cicero

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday March 1
Casey Harshbarger

 Reservations Recommended 

Open Mic Tuesdays 
7-10 p.m.

Trivia Wednesdays 
7:30-9:30 p.m.
Keyboardist 

Dave Lowe every 
Thursday 6-9 p.m.

17419 Suite C, Carey Rd., Westfield
317.867.0397

Live Music March 2 - Cosmic Situation 

17555 WilloWvieW Rd

https://www.americanbankoffreedom.bank/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
http://www.humblycourageous.com/
https://www.instagram.com/ashinneman/
https://www.instagram.com/ashinneman/
https://www.bienmexicana.com/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://www.patsyspubwestfield.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://noble-pc.com/
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Stony Creek Church of Christ
“First Century Christianity in the Twenty First Century”

15530 Herriman Blvd., Noblesville
(317) 219-5852

Sunday Bible Study 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 pm 

 For some time, each ad has included a picture of the building where we meet. 
However, that is not the church -the people are. With that in mind our ad will now 
include a picture of “the church” – the people. We invite you to come visit with the 
church at Stony Creek. You will be warmly greeted, treated with respect, and highly 
valued. We can benefit from you, and you can benefit from us. Let’s search the 
Scriptures together and come to understand God’s Word more completely.  
 We meet at 15530 Herriman Blvd. in Noblesville. Our building is behind the 
doctor’s office and at the stop sign.
 At the Stony Creek Church of Christ, we assemble on Sundays and 
Wednesdays to seek a better understanding of Jesus and His ways. You are 
encouraged and invited to join us for those studies or call for a private study.

The Picture Has Changed

The REPORTER
Do you want to under-

stand what it’s like to be in 
someone else’s shoes? Then 
visit Noblesville 
Creates during 
Noblesville Main 
Street’s First Fri-
day on March 1.

Amy Thorn-
ton Shankland 
will be discuss-
ing, selling, and 
signing copies of 
her non-fiction 
book Interviews 
by a Clueless White Woman 
from Warren Publishing.

Interviews by a Clue-
less White Woman shares 

the real stories of people of 
color, individuals from dif-
ferent religions, members of 
the LGBTQ+ community, 

and people with 
disabilities. 

“We didn’t 
just face the 
devastation of 
COVID-19 start-
ing in 2020,” 
Shankland said. 
“We also faced 
widening gaps 
between margin-
alized groups, at 

a time when it was critical 
for us to band together with 
compassion.”

“I know that I’m not the 

only one who was 
– and still is – clue-
less about so many 
of these issues,” she 
continued. “I want-
ed to conduct these 
interviews and share 
them with the world 
to decrease division 
and increase under-
standing.”

You can visit 
Shankland and en-
joy other activities at 
Noblesville Creates 
from 6 to 9 p.m. on 
Friday. Click here 
for more informa-
tion about Nobles-
ville Creates and 
First Friday.

About the author
Amy Thornton Shankla-

nd has been writing stories 
and books ever since she 
was eight years old. In addi-
tion to being an author, she 
is a columnist for the Ham-
ilton County Reporter and a 
fundraising consultant. Amy 
is a former freelance writer 
for Indy's Child and editor 
of her church's bulletin. She 

also taught the Dale Carn-
egie Course from 1998 to 
2008. She has given local, 
regional, and national work-
shops on various writing 
topics thanks to her more 
than 22 years as a grant pro-
fessional.

For more information on 
Amy Thornton Shankland, 
visit authoramythornton.
wordpress.com or on Face-
book @authoramythornton.

Graphic provided

Shankland

Noblesville Creates to welcome local author
Amy Thornton Shankland during First Friday

The REPORTER
Get ready for a day of 

Irish-inspired festivities as 
Westfield’s Shamrock Drop, 
presented by Indiana Mem-
bers Credit Union, returns to 
Grand Junction Plaza from 
noon to 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 16.

This family-friendly 
celebration promises a vi-
brant atmosphere filled with 
live Irish music, St. Pat-
rick's Day-themed carnival 
games, delicious food, and 
an opportunity to win fan-
tastic prizes.

Shamrock Drop is free 
to attend, offering a number 
of attractions such as live 
Irish music, games, crafts, 
airbrush tattoos, and the 
Indiana Members Credit 
Union Cash Cube. Attend-
ees can immerse themselves 
in the spirit of St. Patrick's 
Day while enjoying these 
exciting activities.

New this year are St. Pat-

rick's Day-themed carnival 
games as a paid attraction. 
Participants can win prizes 
like shamrock glasses, neck-
laces, toys, and more. Lucky 
Loot Cards are available for 
purchase, with a five-game 
card priced at $10 or a 10-
game card at $20. To sweet-
en the deal, participants 
who pre-purchase their loot 
online will enjoy a $2 or $5 
discount.

But the highlight of the 
day is undoubtedly “The 
Drop.” This year, all at-
tendees have the chance to 
participate in the Shamrock 
Drop prize drawing for free. 
Upon arrival, head inside the 
cafe building, where you can 
write your name on a sham-
rock and drop it into the big 
cauldron. At 1:30 p.m., the 
Lucky Leprechaun will ran-
domly select five shamrocks 
from the cauldron, and those 
fortunate winners will take 
home a pot o' gold filled 

with amazing 
prizes and 
gifts gener-
ously donat-
ed by local 
W e s t f i e l d 
businesses.

D o n ' t 
miss this 
opportunity 
to celebrate 
St. Patrick's 
Day in style 
at Grand 
Junction Pla-
za with the 
S h a m r o c k 
Drop event. 
Please plan 
to attend this 
unforget ta-
ble day of 
fun, music, 
games, and 
the chance to 
win fantas-
tic prizes, all thanks to the 
generous support of Indiana 
Members Credit Union and 

our local business partners.
For more information, 

please visit westfieldwel-
come.com/shamrock-drop.

Westfield’s Shamrock Drop is 
your chance to win big prizes

How rare is a
total solar eclipse?
By RYAN MORSE
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

April 8 will be a day 
Hoosiers remember for the 
rest of their lives if the skies 
can remain mainly clear. 
Shortly after 3 p.m., many 
will plunge into darkness as 
the moon blocks the sun.

Solar eclipses are rare, 
and we are very lucky to 
have the path of totality 
passing right over Indiana. 
Since 1900, the United 
States has only seen 12 total 
solar eclipses pass any por-
tion of the country.

Brian Murphy, who is a 
professor of physics and as-
tronomy at Butler Univer-
sity, said, “Some portions 
of Indianapolis, including 
Butler University, have not 
seen a total solar eclipse in 
nearly 1,200 years. So, that 
is why this is an important 
astronomical event. It is the 
Super Bowl of astronomi-
cal events.”

In the map, you can see 
many in Indiana have gone 
centuries without being in 
the path of totality. Our most 
recent eclipse in any point of 
the state was 1869.

A total solar eclipse oc-
curs on Earth an average 
of once every 18 months. 
Over 70 percent of Earth is 
water, so getting an eclipse 
on land in an accessible spot 
is more uncommon. Taking 
it a step further, living in a 
place where the solar eclipse 
is occurring and not having 
to travel is extremely rare.

“Your odds of experi-
encing a total solar eclipse 
are once every 375 years,” 
Murphy emphasized. “So it 
is literally more than once 
than a lifetime event that’s 
happening.”

Also, it is worth noting 
that being in the path of a 
partial eclipse is not nearly 
as rare. Your chance of be-
ing in a partial solar eclipse 
is once every 2.25 years. 
Hoosiers will remember 
having that partial part of 
the eclipse while others ex-
perienced totality in August 
2017.

It will be quite a bit until 
Indianapolis sees its next so-
lar eclipse. That date will be 
Oct. 17, 2153, meaning this 
upcoming eclipse on April 
8 will really be a once-in-a-
lifetime event.

Graphic provided by Holcomb Observatory at Butler University
According to this map, all but the most extreme 
northwestern parts of Hamilton County haven’t 
witnessed a direct total solar eclipse in well over 
1,000 years.

Photo provided by City of Westfield
Don’t miss your chance to be one 
of five lucky winners in The Drop! 
Jumping and clicking your heels is 
not required to win.

https://www.facebook.com/stonycreekcoc/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://noblesvillecreates.org/event/noblesville-creates-first-friday-3/
https://authoramythornton.wordpress.com/
https://authoramythornton.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/authoramythornton
https://www.facebook.com/authoramythornton
http://westfieldwelcome.com/shamrock-drop
http://westfieldwelcome.com/shamrock-drop
https://www.wishtv.com/news/solar-eclipse/how-rare-is-a-total-solar-eclipse
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The REPORTER
Hamilton County Lead-

ership Academy (HCLA) 
announced on Tuesday that 
Megan Wiles will serve as 
dean for the Class of 2025. 
HCLA will open applica-
tions for its 34th cohort of 
community leaders on Fri-
day, March 1.

“I am honored to be 
asked to serve as dean for 
the Hamilton County Lead-
ership Academy’s upcoming 
class,” said Wiles, vice pres-
ident of the Foundation and 
Community Affairs for Riv-
erview Health and member 
of the Noblesville Common 
Council. “HCLA does such 
a great job of exposing its 
class members to aspects of 
our community they might 
never have seen. It also pro-
vides opportunities for those 
individuals to become en-
gaged and continue to make 
Hamilton County such a 
great place to live. I look 
forward to working with the 
upcoming class to help them 
feel more connected to our 
community.”

HCLA has been edu-
cating leaders and cultivat-

ing community networks 
for over 30 years. Since 
its inception in 1991, more 
than 850 community lead-
ers have graduated from 
HCLA. The organization 
is anchored by its mission 
to inspire and empower 
HCLA participants and 
alumni to drive and amplify 
community impact by pro-
viding them with unique ac-
cess to knowledge, leaders, 
and organizations.

The dean plays an inte-
gral role in creating the class 
culture and connectivity and 
provides meaningful insight 
and expertise throughout 
the HCLA class experience. 
They also serve as an am-
bassador for the program 
in the community and col-
laborate with the HCLA ex-
ecutive director and board 
to cultivate and maintain 
an engaging, dynamic, and 
thought-provoking learning 
environment.

“HCLA is thrilled to 
have Megan serve as our 
dean for the Class of 2025,” 
HCLA Executive Director 
Diana Coyle said. “Megan 
embodies our values of 

community, learn-
ing, and strategic 
flexibility, and 
we are confident 
in her ability to 
bring those val-
ues to life in our 
class days. She 
has a firm pulse 
on the business, 
government, and 
non-profit intersections be-
cause of her professional 
and community leadership, 
and will be able to utilize 
that knowledge to increase 
the competency and con-
nections for our cohort. We 
can’t wait to see Megan 
leave her mark on HCLA’s 
legacy.”

With over 25 years of 
experience in the non-prof-
it sector, in both paid and 
volunteer positions, Wiles 
is passionate about working 
with others in making a dif-
ference in Hamilton County. 
In 2023, she joined Conner 
Prairie’s Board of Direc-
tors where she serves on the 
Development and Finance 
Committees. She has been a 
member of the Conner Prai-
rie Alliance for over 15 years.

In January 
2024, Wiles began 
her third term as a 

member of the Noblesville 
Common Council where 
she serves as vice president 
of the Council and chairs 
the Economic Development 
Committee. She previously 
served as president of the 
Council and is a member of 
the Finance Committee and 
created the Downtown Dis-
trict Committee. Wiles was 
appointed by Noblesville 
Mayor Chris Jensen to serve 
as co-chair of the Nobles-
ville Bicentennial Commit-
tee in 2023.

Wiles is a member of St. 
Michael’s Episcopal Church 
and serves on the vestry 
and planning committee for 
its annual Strawberry Fes-
tival. She is a graduate of 
the Richard G. Lugar Ex-
cellence in Public Service 

Series and Hamilton County 
Leadership Academy, Class 
of 2000.

Applications for the 
HCLA Class of 2025 will 
close April 8, 2024. The co-
hort will be announced in 
June.

HCLA will also host 
meetups for those interested 
in joining the 2025 cohort 
and looking to learn more 
about HCLA and the appli-
cation process. Meet-ups 
include:

• Thursday, March 7 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. at The 
Collaboration Hub, 11810 
Technology Drive, Fishers

• Monday, March 11 
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at North-
brook Brewing Company, 
119 W. Main St., Arcadia

• Wednesday, March 
20 from 8:30 to 10 a.m. at 
Hamilton County Tourism, 
37 E. Main St., Carmel

To learn more about 
HCLA, its community im-
pact, and to apply for the 
Class of 2025, visit hcla.net.

About HCLA
Hamilton County Lead-

ership Academy (HCLA) 
unites, inspires, and em-
powers confident leaders 
from varied industries to 
support Hamilton Coun-
ty. The 10-month program 
provides those who work 
or live in Hamilton Coun-
ty with unique access to 
knowledge, community 
leaders, and local organiza-
tions. HCLA graduates gain 
a deeper knowledge and un-
derstanding of the county; 
create meaningful, life-long 
connections with their peers, 
HCLA alumni, and commu-
nity leaders; and are inspired 
and empowered to drive and 
amplify community impact. 
Learn more at hcla.net.

Hamilton County Leadership Academy
names Megan Wiles as Dean of Class of 2025

Wiles

The REPORTER
Gregory Hancock Dance 

Theatre (GHDT) will pres-
ent Fables and Folklore at 7 
p.m. on April 5 and 6 at The 
Tarkington at The Center for 
the Performing Arts in Car-
mel. 

Fables and Folklore will 
feature the world premiere 
of Golem. Inspired by Jew-
ish folklore, The Golem of 
Prague, this original work 
by Executive Artistic Di-
rector Gregory Glade Han-
cock tells the story of a mud 
creature crafted by a rabbi to 
defend the Jewish ghetto of 
Prague from persecution.

GHDT brings elements 
of this story into the current 
world, where once again, 
golem-like protection is 
needed from sometimes 
invisible enemies. A time-
ly tale, Golem uses a solar 
eclipse as a metaphor where 
light is overshadowed by 
darkness, but then reappears 
as a sign of hope and sur-
vival. Featuring both mel-
ancholy and joyful klezmer 
music, Golem uses layers of 
musical and theatrical nu-
ance to tell a tale from the 
past yet direct a voice to the 
present.

Tickets are $55 for 
adults and $26 for students. 
A group adult ticket rate is 
available. To purchase, go to 

TheCenterPresents.org or 
call the Box Office at (317) 
843-3800.

Golem is presented in 
partnership with the Jewish 
Community Center of Indi-
anapolis.

Also on the program in 
the long-awaited return of 
GHDT’s production of Pi-
nocchio, a theatrical master-
piece created by Executive 
Artistic Director Gregory 
Glade Hancock and inspired 
by the classic Italian tale. 
Featuring a cast of colorful 
characters in a steampunk 
setting performing theatrical 
choreography, this version 
weaves a cautionary tale of 
love and sacrifice into the 
visual storytelling. Joined 
by characters Geppetto, the 
Cricket, and the Blue Fairy, 
Pinocchio, a puppet who 
magically becomes a real 
boy, sets out on his own to 
discover the world and ex-
periences consequential ad-
venture.

GHDT Season Title 
Sponsorship by Orthoindy 
Foundation and Drs. Mihir 
and Chandrika Patel, MD.

Gregory Hancock Dance 
Theatre is the resident pro-
fessional dance company at 
The Center for the Perform-
ing Arts in Carmel. Learn 
more at Gregoryhancock-
danceTheatre.org.

Gregory Hancock Dance 
Theatre to present Fables 

and Folklore in April

Carmel kicks off Disability Awareness 
Month with Community Sensory Day
The REPORTER

The City of Carmel will 
observe National Disability 
Awareness Month in March 
and will be part of several 
special events. To kick off 
the month, the city will hold 
a Community Sensory Day 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 2 at Mid-
town Plaza.

• Free snack items cour-
tesy of BraunAbility 

• Giveaways and senso-
ry activities

• Carmel Advisory Com-
mittee on Disability video 
screening at 10:45 a.m.

• Movie screening at 11 
a.m. with closed captions

• Virtual Art Exhibition 
launches on the Midtown 
Screen at 1 p.m.

The virtual art exhibi-

tion organized by the Car-
mel Advisory Committee 
on Disability (CACD) in 
partnership with the Car-
mel Arts Council features 
local artists of all ages and 
disabilities. The art is fea-
tured on the Carmel Arts 
Council website and will 
continue to be shared on the 
Midtown Screen throughout 
the month of March.

In addition, OneZone 
will hold a special luncheon 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 13 
at FORUM Events Center, 
11313 USA Pkwy., Fishers. 
The luncheon will have a 
panel of different business 
owners who have priori-
tized hiring individuals with 
disabilities and giving tips 
to other businesses in at-

tendance on how they can 
implement similar practices. 
At the end, individuals with 
disabilities will be at tables 
in the lobby for a reverse job 
fair, so that employers can 
talk to people who are ac-
tively seeking employment. 
Follow and join OneZone 
to participate in upcoming 
events and discussions.

These initiatives were 
made possible with the help 
of members of the Carmel 
Advisory Committee on 
disability and others who 
live and work in Carmel.

About CACD
The CACD was estab-

lished in December 2019 
for the purpose of fostering 

a culture of inclusivity with-
in the city. This Committee 
represents the diverse needs 
and interests of disabled 
people, provides comment 
on the city’s current ser-
vices, policies, and practic-
es, and provides informed 
input on the development 
and assessment of future 
city projects and services 
that impact people with 
disabilities. The Committee 
also works with local em-
ployers encouraging them 
to hire more people with 
disabilities and helping cre-
ate positive social activities 
to enrich the lives of people 
with disabilities, their fami-
lies, and caregivers.

https://www.feinsteinshc.com/events/carmel/maddie-poppe
http://www.hcla.net/
http://www.hcla.net/
https://thecenterpresents.org/
https://www.gregoryhancockdancetheatre.org/
https://www.gregoryhancockdancetheatre.org/
https://www.braunability.com/
http://www.carmelartscouncil.org/
http://www.carmelartscouncil.org/
https://web.onezonecommerce.com/events
https://www.carmel.in.gov/government/boards-commissions-committees/advisory-committee-on-disability
https://www.carmel.in.gov/government/boards-commissions-committees/advisory-committee-on-disability
https://www.carmel.in.gov/government/boards-commissions-committees/advisory-committee-on-disability
https://www.amazon.com/Quietly-Making-Noise-Inessential-Collection/dp/B0CQQX2P68
http://paulpoteet.com
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A farmer has misplaced some eggs and is pretty sure they  
are somewhere on the Nickel Plate Express! 

Come share in a little rail adventure as you roll through  
Hamilton County’s northern countryside to see the trees in 

bloom while enjoying a snack and a springtime story.
March 23, 24 and 30

Tickets at NickelPlateExpress.com

Parrotheads & Pinheads come together
Prevail, Inc. brought together bowlers from across Hamilton County last Saturday for the City vs. County Bowl-A-Thon,

held at Bowl 32, 845 Westfield Road, Noblesville. The event raised over $43,000 for Prevail in its mission to serve and support 
victims of domestic violence. The City of Noblesville “Strikes Happen” team took home the trophy. The “Three Hour Tour” team 
was recognized for best use of the Jimmy Buffett theme. You can learn more about Prevail, Inc. and donate at prevailinc.org.

Photos provided by Nik Roberts / noble-pc.com

Photos provided by Prevail, Inc.
(Above left) The “Strikes Happen” team took home first place. (Above left) Prevail Executive Director Tami Wanninger & Mark Jones presented the Charlie 
Jones Hustle Award for most transactions made. Mark is the son of Charlie Jones. (Below left) The “Three Hour Tour” team won Best Use of Theme. 
(Below right) Countless volunteers worked together to make the Bowl-A-Thon a success, including these lovely ladies from Prevail, Inc.

tHe BeSt 
local NeWS & SPoRtS coveRaGe 
iN HaMiltoN coUNtY

https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://prevailinc.org/
https://facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
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Who’s on my ballot for the May 7, 2024 Primary Election?
Note that * indicates the candidate is the incumbent for that office.

To view precinct and district maps, please visit hamiltoncounty.in.gov/221/Precinct-and-District-Maps.
NOTE: Candidates for precinct committeement and state delegates will appear in upcoming editions of The Reporter.

PRESIDENT
*Joseph R. Biden, Jr. (D)

Nikki R. Haley (R)
Donald J. Trump (R)
U.S. SENATE

Jim Banks (R)
Marc Carmichael (D)
Valerie McCray (D)

U.S. HoUSE, 5th DISTRIcT
Jonathan D. Brown (R)

Raju Chinthala (R)
Max Engling (R)

Chuck Goodrich (R)
Mark Hurt (R)

Scott A. King (R)
Patrick Malayter (R)
Matthew Peiffer (R)
Ryan Pfenninger (D)

Deborah A. Pickett (D)
LD Powell (R)

Larry L. Savage Jr. (R)
*Victoria Spartz (R)
GoVERNoR
Mike Braun (R)

Brad Chambers (R)
Suzanne Crouch (R)

Eric Doden (R)
Curtis Hill (R)

Jennifer G. McCormick (D)
Jamie Reitenour (R)

Tamie Dixon-Tatum (D)

STATE SENAToR
District 20

*Scott A. Baldwin (R)
Joel Levi (D)

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
District 24

Bill Gutrich (R)
Josh Lowry (D)

Hunter Smith (R)
District 29

Laura L. Alerding (R)
Christopher Hartig (D)
Alaina Shonkwiler (R)

District 32
Patricia Bratton (R)

Tom Havens (R)
*Victoria Garcia Wilburn (D)

District 37
*Todd Huston (R)

District 39
Daniel (Danny) Lopez (R)

Matt McNally (D)
District 88

Starr Joy Hairston (D)
*Chris Jeter (R)

Stephanie Jo Yocum (D)

JUDGE, cIRcUIT coURT
*Andrew R. Bloch (R)

Angela Brown Swenson (R)
JUDGE, SUPERIoR coURT 1

*Michael A. Casati (R)
JUDGE, SUPERIoR coURT 6

*Stephenie K. Gookins (R)
coUNTy AUDIToR

Todd Clevenger (R)
coUNTy SURVEyoR

Gary Duncan (R)
coUNTy TREASURER

*Susan Byer (R)
Robert (Bob) Bragg (R)

coUNTy commISSIoNERS
District 2

*Steven C. Dillinger (R)
District 3

*Mark E. Heirbrandt (R)
coUNTy coUNcIL

At Large
*Brandon (Brad) Beaver (R)

Elizabeth Fouch (R)
Keely J. Gladieux (D)

*Sue Maki (R)
*Steven R. Nation (R)

Allisonville Road at 146th Street 
scheduled to close for 90 days

Work on new roundabout set to begin Friday, March 1
The REPORTER

The Hamilton County 
Highway Department and 
Superior Construction Com-
pany will close Allisonville 
Road between 146th Street 
and Kensington Drive, as 
well as between 146th Street 
and Helmsley Court, so 
crews can begin reconstruct-
ing Allisonville Road into 
a roundabout under 146th 
Street. The 90-day closure is 
scheduled to start on or after 
Friday, March 1.

It’s all part of a larger 
plan to convert the current 
intersection into a grade-sep-
arated interchange, with 
146th Street going over Al-
lisonville Road.

Bridge Program Engi-
neer Matt Lee emphasized 
the significance of this clo-
sure.

“We know this project 
will create some inconve-
nience during construction, 
but we’re certain the result 
will be worth the restrictions 
and closures,” Lee said. 
“The plan is to have the 
Allisonville Road reopened 
in time for Conner Prairie’s 
Symphony on the Prairie 
season in June.”

During the closure, 
crews will start reconstruct-
ing Allisonville Road north 
and south of the intersec-

tion, installing storm sewer 
systems, grading, placing 
new pavement, and prepar-
ing ramps that will carry 
traffic off the new round-
about to 146th Street. East-
west traffic on 146th Street 
will remain open.

“Motorists will not be 
able to cross 146th Street,” 
Highway Director Brad Da-
vis added. “Local residents, 
however, will still have ac-
cess to their homes if they're 
located within the closure 
area. They will just need to 
enter and exit their neighbor-
hoods off Allisonville Road.”

P e d e s t r i -
an access over 
the White River 
bridge will also 
be unavailable 
during this time 
as crews work to 
finish the bridge 
widening and in-
stall new railings. 
Motorists are en-
couraged to utilize 
the posted detour routes and 
drive the posted speed limits 
to ensure the safety of high-
way crews.

The Highway Depart-
ment says the overall proj-

ect is on schedule. It is 
scheduled to conclude in 
Summer 2025. For further 
information and updates on 
construction progress and 
lane restrictions, please visit 
streamline146.com.

Graphic provided by Hamilton County Highway Department

DavisLee

Rendering provided
Looking northwest, this rendering shows how the new intersection will look once completed.

The REPORTER
On Tuesday, the No-

blesville Common Council 
approved an economic de-
velopment agreement and 
designated an economic 
revitalization area for The 
Justus Companies to relo-
cate its headquarters to No-
blesville after 114 years in 
Indianapolis.

The $7.33 million in-
vestment is part of the 
Planned Urban Develop-
ment (PUD) Promenade of 
Noblesville, located on the 
northeast corner of Little 
Chicago Road and State 
Road 32. The Promenade 
of Noblesville PUD is a dy-
namic and inclusive com-
munity developed by The 
Justus Companies, com-
prising residential spaces, 
businesses, and recreational 
facilities.

“The significant in-
vestment The Justus Com-
panies is making in No-
blesville will increase the 
overall quality of life of our 
residents through job cre-
ation, housing, and creating 
a business and pedestri-
an friendly environment,” 
Mayor Chris Jensen said. 
“We are grateful to Walt 
Justus and his team at The 
Justus Companies, for put-
ting their trust and invest-
ment in the City of Nobles-
ville as the future home of 
their headquarters. They 
parallel our commitment in 
making long-term invest-
ments in our residents and 
placing importance on be-
ing a community where ev-
eryone can work, live, and 
play. The Justus Companies 
have a proven track record 
of success in contributing to 
economic development and 
we are excited to welcome 
them to Noblesville.” 

The Justus Companies 

has already made sub-
stantial investments in the 
Promenade of Noblesville 
PUD, including developing 
Promenade Apartments and 
the forthcoming Promenade 
Trails, an active-adult life-
style community set to open 
this year. Additionally, the 
company has played a piv-
otal role in community en-
hancements, overseeing the 
construction of new round-
abouts, signage, and street-
lights within the PUD.

The company has also 
successfully negotiated the 
placement of key establish-
ments in the Promenade 
of Noblesville, such as the 
Learning-Day Care Center, 
Pep Boys Automotive, and 
the Meijer grocery store, 
which is scheduled to open 
this summer.

“The Promenade 
Planned Urban Develop-
ment has rapidly trans-
formed into a bustling hub 
of activity and opportunity,” 
The Justus Companies CEO 
Walter Justus. “We are ded-
icated to creating a harmo-
nious living and working 
environment for everyone, 
and we are confident that 
the new additions and de-
velopments will further 
enrich the lives of our resi-
dents and visitors.”

The Justus Companies 
HQ relocation by the num-
bers:

• $7.33 million invest-
ment

• 23 jobs retained, five 
new jobs

• $72,000 average wage
• 20,000 square foot 

headquarters will house 
executives, IT profession-
als, accountants, regional 
operations, marketing and 
communications, HR, con-
struction, and administra-
tive support.

Justus Companies to
relocate headquarters

to Noblesville, city 
approves economic 
revitalization area

Fishers City Council President Cecilia
Coble endorses Suzanne Crouch for governor
Submitted

Fishers City Council 
President Cecilia Coble has 
extended her enthusiastic 
endorsement of Suzanne 
Crouch's candidacy for 
Governor. 

“Suzanne is a dedicat-
ed champion of our most 
vulnerable Hoosiers,” Co-
ble said. “I know she will 
continue to be so as gover-
nor, and that's why he has 
my unreserved endorse-
ment.”

Coble serves as Fish-
ers City Councilwoman 
At-Large and has been ac-
tively involved in various 
commissions and commit-
tees that impact the city. 
She notably co-chairs the 
Fishers Advisory Commit-
tee on Disability, contribut-
ing to the city's recognition 
with the 2017 Champions 
of Inclusion Award by the 
Indiana Governor’s Coun-
cil for People with Disabil-
ities. Additionally, Coble's 

involvement ex-
tends to the Fish-
ers Arts & Culture 
Council and vari-
ous committees 
within the Fishers 
City Council.

Crouch re-
mains the only 
gubernatorial can-
didate endorsed 
by more than 100 
past and present elected of-
ficials in Indiana. A full list 
of those endorsements can 

be found here.
Learn more about the 

candidate at CrouchForIn-
diana.com.

CrouchCoble

Lt. Gov. Crouch renews 
call for answers from FSSA
The REPORTER

The following is a state-
ment from Indiana Lt. Gov. 
Suzanne Crouch continu-
ing her call for answers 
from the Indiana Family 
and Social Services Ad-
ministration (FSSA).

“As chair of the Intel-
lectual and Developmental 
Disability Task Force, I am 
once again calling for an-
swers from FSSA regard-
ing the Attendant Care Pro-
gram,” Crouch said. “Just 
last week, I sent a second 
letter to FSSA Secretary Dr. 
Daniel Rusyniak request-
ing additional information 
and a meeting with parents 
so he can hear directly from 
those who will be negative-
ly affected by the loss of 

this program. These fami-
lies deserve answers.”

Click here to read the 
letter Lt. Gov. Crouch sent 
to Dr. Rusyniak on Feb. 20. 

In addition to serving 
as chair of the IDD Task 
Force, Lt. Gov. Crouch is 
President of the Indiana 
Senate, Secretary of Agri-
culture and Rural Devel-
opment and oversees four 
state agencies: the Indiana 
State Department of Ag-
riculture (ISDA), Indiana 
Housing and Community 
Development Authority 
(IHCDA), the Indiana  Of-
fice of Community and 
Rural Affairs (OCRA) 
and the Indiana Destination 
Development Corporation 
(IDDC).

RevolutionEYES welcomes 
McLean to Carmel practice
Submitted

RevolutionEYES an-
nounces the addition of Dr. 
Angeline McLean to the 
practice in Carmel.

“We are ab-
solutely thrilled 
to have Angeline 
join our practice,” 
RevolutionEYES 
Founder Dr. Jer-
emy Ciano said. 
“As a success-
ful and reputable 
practitioner in the 
Carmel area for 
over 15 years, the 
experience and expertise 
that she brings to the team is 
unparalleled.”

“I’m super excited to 
be joining the incredibly 
talented and skilled doc-
tors and staff at Revolu-
tionEYES,” Dr. McLean 
said. “The beautiful office, 
unique frame styles, awe-
some team, and state of the 
art medical technology pro-

vided, attracted me to join 
Dr. Ciano’s busy and suc-
cessful practice. I feel this 
move will now allow me 
to provide patients with an 

even higher level 
of care as well as 
showcasing the 
latest fashion and 
design in frame 
styles.”

A c c o r d i n g 
to Dr. Ciano, Dr. 
McLean will fit 
in perfectly with 
RevolutionEYES’ 
efficient staff, 

world-class selection of 
European fashion-forward 
frames, and the practice’s 
state-of-the-art technology.

RevolutionEYES has 
two locations in Fishers and 
Carmel. Book an appoint-
ment at revolution-eyes.
com, or by calling the Fish-
ers office at (317) 790-2015 
or the Carmel office at (317) 
844-2020.

McLean

https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/221/Precinct-and-District-Maps
http://www.streamline146.com/
https://crouchforindiana.com/endorsements
https://www.crouchforindiana.com/
https://www.crouchforindiana.com/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lgcrouch/albums/72177720315095585/with/53556042150/
https://revolution-eyes.com/
https://revolution-eyes.com/
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

The REPORTER
On Thursday, U.S. 

Senate Special Committee 
on Aging Ranking Mem-
ber Mike Braun 
(R-Ind.) and 
Chairman Bob 
Casey (D-Pa.) 
held a hearing, 
“All Means All: 
E m p o w e r i n g 
People with Dis-
abilities to Thrive 
in Careers and the 
Workplace.”

During the hearing, the 
Senators focuses on effec-
tive strategies for hiring, 
retaining, and promoting 
entrepreneurship among 
people with disabilities in 
competitive employment. 
They also addressed solu-
tions that support people 
with complex disabilities in 
the workforce.

Witnesses for the hear-

ing included:
• Jeffrey e. Mittman, 

President and Ceo, Bos-
ma enterprises, and Pres-

ident, National 
Association for 
the employment 
of the People 
Who are Blind, 
Indianapolis

• Erin Will-
man, Founder 
and CEO, White 
Cane Coffee 
Company, War-

ren, Pa.
• Frank Hellmer, Data 

Analyst and Self-Advocate, 
Little Rock, Ark.

• Lauren Avellone, 
Ph.D, Associate Professor, 
Rehabilitation Research 
and Training Center, Vir-
ginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity, Richmond, Va.

Click here to watch the 
hearing.

Braun

Sen. Braun holds hearing
on competitive employment 
for people with disabilities

WISH-TV exclusive: JPMorgan 
Chase CEO thinks tax code changes 

would help fix income inequality
By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Editor’s note: The Re-
porter’s newsgathering 
partners at WISH-TV were 
given this exclusive inter-
view with Jamie Dimon, the 
chairman and CEO of JP-
Morgan Chase.

In a News 8 exclusive, 
one of the most influential 
people in the world talks to 
WISH-TV.

Jamie Dimon is the chair 
and chief executive officer 
of the world’s largest bank: 
JPMorgan Chase. On Tues-
day, he visited Indianapolis, 
and Daybreak anchor Scott 
Sander was the only local 
broadcaster Dimon agreed 
to sit down with.

Dimon said he believes 
changes to the tax code 
could help fix income in-
equality in America.

“I think it would help 
the American dream. I think 
it would help this fraying 
economy. I think it would 
reduce polarization,” Di-
mon said.

A lot of Americans don’t 
feel the economy has been 
fair to them. Some people 
think they could never come 
to a bank and ask for a home 
loan because they have giv-
en up even thinking about it.

Does reality reflect the 
feeling?

“You have to be care-
ful about overstatements,” 
Dimon said. “I think 100 
million own homes; 40 mil-
lion don’t have mortgages. 

We’re making mortgages 
every day to new people.

“I think it goes to, again, 
there’s a group of people 
who don’t feel comfortable 
going to a bank. The next 
thing I’m doing after this, 
I’m going to a town hall, 
but after that I’m going to 
a community branch, which 
we put in low-income 
neighborhoods. They’re 
built or reconstructed by 
minority groups. We hire 
locally. The art is local. The 
food is local. The maintain 
is local.

“At a community 
branch, the community 
manager gets to know all the 
local religious institutions, 
not-for-profits, small busi-
ness, and we have what we 

call financial education and 
financial health.

“Come in, and we’ll 
teach you how you get a 
mortgage, how you get a 
home, how you improve 
your credit score, and this 
works.”

Dimon added that the 
government can do more to 
help with loans.

“So, it’s one thing for us 
to do it, but the government 
has made mortgages so 
much more expensive than 
they need to be with, I think, 
overburdened rules and reg-
ulations on origination.

“Any one of your folks 
out there who got a mort-
gage recently, you sign your 
40 documents. It raises the 
cost of a mortgage. We don’t 

have a securitization mar-
ket. The problem with that 
is it raises the cost of a small 
mortgage by maybe 100 ba-
sis points.

“Therefore, if you’re go-
ing to take a $150,000 mort-
gage, that 100 basis points 
might be the difference in 
whether you can afford it or 
not, and that’s terrible.”

He added that most peo-
ple have found the best way 
to build wealth started with 
buying a home.

“And those small mort-
gages would help minori-
ties and low-income people 
more than anybody else,” 
Dimon said.

This story was creat-
ed from a script aired on 
WISH-TV.

Photo provided by WISH-TV
WISH-TV’s Scott Sander (left) was the sole Indianapolis news anchor with 
whom JPMorgan Chase CEO Jamie Dimon agreed to speak.

The REPORTER
The University of Wy-

oming has announced its 
2023 fall semester Presi-
dent’s Honor Roll.

Alexandra N. Stein of 
Fishers made the list.

The President’s Honor 

Roll consists of regularly en-
rolled undergraduates who 
earned a 4.0 (“A”) grade-
point average for the semes-
ter. To be eligible, students 
must have been enrolled 
for a minimum of 12 credit 
hours taken for letter grades.

Fishers student makes 
president’s honor roll at 
University of Wyoming

thanks for reading 
the Reporter!

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/all-means-all-empowering-people-with-disabilities-to-thrive-in-careers-and-the-workplace
https://www.wishtv.com/news/business/jamie-dimon/wish-tv-exclusive-jpmorgan-chase-ceo-thinks-tax-code-changes-would-help-fix-income-inequality
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com/
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Today’s BiBle Reading
esau’s descendants

These were the chiefs among Esau’s 
descendants:

The sons of Eliphaz the firstborn of Esau:
Chiefs Teman, Omar, Zepho, Kenaz, Korah, 

Gatam and Amalek. These were the chiefs 
descended from Eliphaz in Edom; they were 
grandsons of Adah.

The sons of Esau’s son Reuel:
Chiefs Nahath, Zerah, Shammah and Mizzah. 

These were the chiefs descended from Reuel 
in Edom; they were grandsons of Esau’s wife 
Basemath.

The sons of Esau’s wife Oholibamah:
Chiefs Jeush, Jalam and Korah. These were the 

chiefs descended from Esau’s wife Oholibamah 
daughter of Anah.

These were the sons of Esau (that is, Edom), 
and these were their chiefs.

Genesis 36:15-19 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 600 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to
send obituaries to obits@readThereporter.com.
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Stunning 5BR, 4.5BA in Essex of Noblesville, custom 
designed with in-laws quarters on main level, kitchen with 

quartz, butler’s pantry, premium lot w/pond view, walk-
out basement, 3-car garage plus storage, a must-see to 
appreciate all this home has to offer. BLC#21949379

16698 Birdbrook Rd.
Noblesville • $589,900

Call Peggy 317.439.3258  
or Jennifer 317.695.6032

Your house  
could be here! 
Give us a call.

317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

18865 Wimbley Way
Noblesville • $289,900

This 3BR, 2BA  ranch is located in family friendly 
Fairfield Farms, huge great room w/doors leading to 
covered patio & fenced backyard, kitchen w/pantry, 

dining area & all appliances stay, new windows, water 
softener & HVAC in 2020, Fence, roof & gutters 2021. 

BLC#21949582

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com

SOLD!

SOLD!

10717 Upland Way
Noblesville • $349,900

Welcome to this lovely 4BR, 2.5BA home, kitchen 
with center island and newer SS appliances, 

spacious family room with gas fireplace, park-like 
backyard with maintenance-free deck, auto-
retractable awning, paver patio, basketball  
court and cute she shed. BLC#21949680

SOLD!

The end of winter 
means its time to get 
ready for the Spring 

selling season!

Billy Mike Thomas
February 23, 1957 – February 22, 2024

Billy Mike Thomas, 66, Hobbs, Ind., passed away on 
Thursday, February 22, 2024, at The 
Waters of Tipton.

He was born in Noblesville on Feb-
ruary 23, 1957, to the late Mark and 
Lora (Simmermon) Thomas.

Billy was a long-time resident of 
the Arcadia area and attended Hamilton 
Heights High School. He enjoyed the 
fact that he was a part of the undefeat-
ed football team in ‘72-’73 and loved 

to brag about it. Billy worked as a heavy equipment opera-
tor for the Hamilton County Highway Department, Asphalt 
Co., Calumet Asphalt Co., and then Beck’s Hybrids for 13 
years. In his free time, Billy enjoyed watching and attending 
NASCAR and Sprint Car races, as well as fishing.

Billy is survived by his sister, Lou Ann Coner of Bul-
lead City, Ariz.; niece, Amy (Brian) Mayfield of Warroad, 
Minn.; niece, Brooke (Matt) Treadwell of Maryland; and 
nephew, Pete (Christina) Thomas of Noblesville.

Billy was preceded in death by his parents, Mark & 
Lora Thomas, and brother, Tim Thomas.

The family has entrusted Hartley Funeral Homes with 
Billy’s cremation, and a private burial will take place at a 
later date.

Memorial contributions may be made to the American 
Heart Association.

Online condolences can be given at hartleyfuneral-
homes.com.

Joe Burgess
May 20, 1971 – February 22, 2024

Joe Burgess, 52, Noblesville, passed away on Thursday, 
February 22, 2024, at St. Vincent Hos-
pital in Indianapolis. He was born on 
May 20, 1971, to James and Mary (Hal-
comb) Burgess in Beech Grove, Ind.

Joe was a charismatic, creative, 
fun-loving prankster. His quick wit, sly 
jokes, and cabbage patch dance moves 
made him uniquely and individually 
who he was. In Joe’s younger years he 
was a DJ, creating ad libs like no other 

and mixing together songs with great times second to no 
one, and he never stopped making music. Taking his fam-
ily on spontaneous trips to the beach and to Disney World 
seemed to be some of his top priorities! Joe was a big fam-
ily man and had a great heart.

Joe was a referee and umpire of many different pro-
grams and age groups. He was a giant sports guy, and it was 
evident how much he loved his job and how proud he was 
to help his community. Joe was the Umpire in Chief and ran 
tournaments at Noblesville Babe Ruth as well as serving 
as a member of their board. Joe brought love, friendship, 
laughter, and support to most everyone he met.

He is survived by his wife, Wanda Burgess; parents, 
James & Mary Burgess; children, Ciera Burgess, Aaron 
Burgess, Alyssa Burgess, and Cameron Peed; granddaugh-
ters, Lilliana Rutledge and Haven Peed; sister, Kimberly 
(Brian) Lamping; brother, Steve (Heather) Burgess; as well 
as several nieces, nephews, great-nieces & great-nephews, 
cousins, and other family members.

Visitation will be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., with ser-
vices at 1 p.m., on Saturday, March 2, 2024, at White River 
Christian Church, 1685 N. 10th St., Noblesville. Burial will 
be private.

Memorial contributions may be made to Noblesville 
Babe Ruth, P.O. Box 545, Noblesville, IN 46061.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Meeting Notices
The Carmel Fire Pension 

Board will meet in an executive 
session at 1 p.m. on Monday, 
March 4, 2023, pursuant to IC 
5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(7) For the discus-
sion of records classified as confi-
dential by state or federal statute.

An open meeting will follow 
at 1:15 p.m. or immediately after 
the executive session in the Con-
ference Room at the Carmel Le-
gal Department, 1 Civic Square, 
Carmel.

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) 
The Hamilton County Board of 
Commissioners will meet at 8:30 
a.m. on Friday, March 1, 2024, at 
the Hamilton County Highway De-
partment, 1700 S. 10th St., Nobles-
ville. This meeting is for discussion 
of highway projects and any other 
county business as needed.

The Hamilton County Council 
will meet for a work session at 
6 p.m. on Wednesday, March 6, 
2024, in Conference Room 1A at 
the Hamilton County Government 
& Judicial Center, 1 Hamilton 
County Square, Noblesville.

A regular meeting will follow 
at 7 p.m. in the Commissioners’ 
Courtroom.

accURate
BalaNced
local NeWS

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!
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www.randallroberts.com
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
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By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

The contrast is striking 
between the two photos.

One shows a gaunt 
young woman with her hair 
tied back. Her face is cov-
ered by a mask. She looks 
much older than a basketball 
coach in her mid-30s.

In the other photo is that 
same young woman. She is 
at a healthy weight and her 
face has no mask, only a big 
bright smile as her team is 
seconds away from winning 
a sectional championship.

That woman is Lauren 
Votaw. The first picture is 
from 2021, when she was 
battling a case of ulcerative 
colitis, for which she would 
soon have surgery to re-
move her colon and get an 
ileostomy. After a lengthy 
recovery, Votaw is going full 
speed ahead with her life – 
raising a family, coaching 
basketball and spreading 
awareness of ulcerative coli-
tis and ileostomy, the latter 
of which she believes has 
enhanced and saved her life.

“It was just a long or-
deal,” said Votaw. “But now 
looking back on it, I’m like, 
‘Why did we wait so long to 
have it done?’ Because my 
life is just so much better.”

Votaw said she began 
noticing the symptoms 
“around 2011, 2012.” They 
continued to get progres-
sively worse over the next 
nine years.

“When I started having 
symptoms, I was diagnosed 
approximately, probably 
five months later, with ul-
cerative colitis,” said Votaw. 
There’s no cure for ulcer-

ative colitis, but medica-
tions can put the disease into 
remission.

“I would go stretches 
where medicines would 
work, but then the further 
we got, the harder that be-
came to keep it under con-
trol,” said Votaw.

“For nearly 10 years we 
had watched the highs and 
lows that this disease cre-
ated for Lauren,” said Ann 
Vail, Votaw’s mother. We 
witnessed periods of intense 
flares that really knocked 
her down, times when new 
therapies improved her con-
dition and helped her feel 
much better, and other times 

when the drug therapies 
caused new, uncomfortable 
side effects.

After years of dealing 
with the symptoms and side 
effects, Votaw met with her 
gastrointestinal doctor in 
November 2020 about hav-
ing her colon removed. At 
that point, Votaw had been 
on a 60-milligram dosage 
of the corticosteroid predni-
sone “for way too long,” she 
said, also pointing out that a 
regular dose of prednisone 
is 20 milligrams. 

The Mayo Clinic’s web-
site says that corticosteroids 
“are generally reserved for 
moderate to severe ulcer-
ative colitis that doesn’t re-
spond to other treatments.” 
They also suppress the im-
mune system, something 
that concerned Votaw’s hus-
band Jeremy.

“While we were going 
through it during the sea-
son, I felt that my experi-
ence was constantly scared 
for her,” said Jeremy Votaw. 
“Mostly because she was 
so sick from colitis and her 

immune system was such a 
mess from the prednisone 
that she was at a high risk for 
COVID. There were nights 
when if we didn’t have a 
game we would come home, 
we’d eat dinner, she would 
fall asleep during Wheel of 
Fortune, which is on at 7 
o’clock.”

Lauren Votaw agreed to 
the surgery but said not until 
after the basketball season 
was finished. She continued 
through the 2020-21 season, 
getting through it with the 
help of her family and her 
“awesome” staff. She also 
got support from her players 
as well.

“A lot of those players, 
that was a group that I was 
very close with because we 
had that great year in 2020 
and then we went through 
COVID together,” said 
Votaw. “It was a group that I 
had a really good bond with 
and they were well aware of 
what was going on.”

“After years of various 
procedures and drug thera-
pies, we supported Lauren 

when she decided that sur-
gery was now the wisest 
option, but as parents it is 
concerning to think about 
your child having major and 
life-changing surgery,” said 
Vail. “We all relied on our 
strong faith and believed 
this was all part of God’s 
plan for Lauren’s life.”

A few weeks after the 
season ended, Votaw had 
surgery to remove her co-
lon. She said the plan was 
to spend four or five days 
in the hospital, then take 
about six weeks off work. 
But she had several com-
plications during her re-
covery and wound up stay-
ing in the hospital for 70 
days.

Jeremy Votaw and Vail 
visited Lauren during her 
lengthy stay, during a time 
when COVID restrictions 
were still in place.

“It was just so long and 
it was just a matter of, you 
just show up every day, you 
know that you’re going to 
be there all day,” said Jere-
my Votaw. “You try to un-
derstand what the doctor’s 
telling you, try and make 
sure that you ask them all 
the questions that you need 

to ask and that you under-
stand what’s going on.”

But throughout it all, 
Lauren Votaw had support. 
In addition to her family and 
friends, Votaw also got tre-
mendous care from the IU 
North Hospital’s fifth floor 
staff. In a Facebook pic-
ture, Votaw said she “got 
to know and love” the staff 
during her stay.

“Throughout the jour-
ney, Lauren received 
amazing medical care and 
compassion from various 
doctors, nurses and special-
ists - some of whom have 
become lifelong friends,” 
said Vail. “We are so grate-
ful to the medical commu-
nity that cared for Lauren 
throughout this journey.”

“I think we knew that 
eventually she was going 
to be okay,” said Jeremy 
Votaw.

As it turned out, Lauren 
Votaw would be better than 
okay. And the best was yet 
to come a couple of years 
later.

TOMORROW: Votaw 
talks about life with ileos-
tomy, raising awareness 
and the new addition to her 
family.
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Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

CURRENT REAL ESTATE
CENTRAL INDIANA STATISTICS FROM THE 16-COUNTY REGION

JANUARY 2024

What’s your Real 
Estate Story? Born, 
raised and still living 
in Hamilton County, 
it is Dani’s goal 
to help you reach 
yours! Talk to Dani 
today for all your real 
estate needs. She 
knows this area and 
wants to help you 
with your story!

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

97
More Homes 

For Sale
11/22 vs. 11/23

6.7%
Price Decrease

11/22 vs. 11/23

TOP COUNTIES
Jennings Sales Up 66.7%

Bartholomew Sales Up 3.2%

Shelby Sales 0.0%

“ The average home sale price has actually decreased since this time last year, and mortgage interest rates are 
down slightly, creating a steady market,” said Jim Litten, president of F.C. Tucker Company. “While some may be 
hesitant to purchase a home during the holiday season, the majority of central Indiana counties saw increases in 
available housing inventory in November, providing a greater selection of homes for buyers to choose from.”

November 2023 
Average Sale Price

$290,020
compared to this t ime last year

Sales Decreased   
November pended home sales  
compared to this time last year

11.5%

Months of Inventory 
Increased   

15.3%
11/22 vs. 11/23

Interest Rates 
30-Year Fixed   

7.375%
 With an APR 

of 7.486%

THIS MONTH IN REAL ESTATE
CENTRAL INDIANA STATISTICS FROM THE 16-COUNTY REGION

NOVEMBER 2023

FAIR HOUSING
CASES
Total– 9
Rental– 9
Sales– 0
Other– 0

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.comF.C. TUCKER 

COMPANY 317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com   |   DaniRobinsonHomes.com

TOP COUNTIES
Decatur Sales Up 100%
Putnam Sales Up 82.6%
Bartholomew Sales Up 19.7%

FAIR 
HOUSING
CASES
Total– 7
Rental– 6
Sales– 1
Other– 0

55
More Homes  

For Sale
1/23 vs. 1/24

6.6%
Price Increase

1/23 vs. 1/24

January 2024 
Average Sale Price

$326,978
compared to this t ime last year

Sales Decreased   
January pended home sales  

compared to this time last year

4.8%

Months of Inventory Increased   

1.6%
1/23 vs. 1/24

Interest Rates 
30-Year Fixed   

6.875%
 With an APR 

of 7.037%

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, hamilton heights, hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Sheridan, University, Westfield

reporter Sports Thursday
Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

Photos provided
What a difference two years made for Fishers girls basketball coach Lauren Votaw. (Above left) In 2021, Votaw continued to 
suffer from ulcerative colitis, and was weeks away from having her colon removed. (Above right) Two years later, Votaw is 
shown here recovered with a life that she said is “so much better.”

The REPORTER
Six Hamilton County 

senior girls basketball play-
ers are among those select-
ed for the annual Hoosier 
Basketball Magazine Top 
60 senior workout.

The workout takes 
place Sunday at Beech 
Grove High School. There 
will be two sessions, with 
the first taking place from 
1 to 3 p.m. and featuring 
players primarily from 
northern and southern In-
diana. The second session 

runs from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
and features the remaining 
players, primarily from 
central Indiana.

Both sessions are open 
to the public for an $8 ad-
mission fee.

Hamilton County play-
ers that have been selected 
are: Talia Harris, Fishers; 
Ellie Kelleher, Westfield; 
Camryn Runner, Hamilton 
Heights; Ava Shoemaker, 
Noblesville; Joirdyn Smith, 
Fishers; and Reagan Wil-
son, Noblesville.

Six county girls basketball 
players will take part in 
Top 60 senior workout

Coach Votaw going full speed ahead
Fishers girls basketball coach endures years-long recovery with ulcerative colitis

mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/ulcerative-colitis/diagnosis-treatment/drc-20353331
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/ulcerative-colitis/diagnosis-treatment/drc-20353331
http://tinyurl.com/26r6nxrn
http://tinyurl.com/26r6nxrn
http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
https://www.joshuaherdphotography.com/
http://wandalyons.com


The REPORTER
The IHSAA boys basket-

ball sectional semifinals take 
place Friday, and the most 
competitive sectional in the 
state is arguably Class 4A 
Sectional 8 at Noblesville.

Friday’s slate of games 
at The Mill is incredible. 
The night opens at 6 p.m. 
with the No. 2-ranked host 
Millers taking on No. 3 
Westfield. After that, No. 
1 Fishers plays Hamilton 
Southeastern in yet another 
Mudsock rivalry match-up.

If you got tickets for that 
evening’s games: good for 
you! The Fishers athletic 
department posted on X 
(formerly Twitter) Wednes-
day evening that the games 
are sold out, so no tickets 
will be sold at the door. 
You can watch the games 
on Hamilton County TV; its 
website is hctv1.com.

Noblesville hosted the 
Shamrocks on Jan. 17 in a 
Hoosier Crossroads Confer-
ence game. Westfield won 
58-54. That contest was 
back and forth for the first 
half; the Millers led 28-22 
early in the third quarter be-
fore the ‘Rocks used a 15-6 
run to take control of the 
game in the fourth.

Noblesville coach Scott 
McClelland said after that 
game that Westfield “won 
the toughness battles.” He 
reiterated that word after the 
Millers won their sectional 
opener Tuesday over Zions-
ville 67-49.

“When you just talk 
about sheer toughness, if 
Westfield is not it, they’re 
certainly in the top three of 
who we’ve played,” said 

McClelland. “That was my 
message: the tougher team 
will win Friday night.”

Noblesville is tough too, 
with a 21-2 record. Senior 
Aaron Fine leads the Mill-
ers scoring with 18.1 points 
per game and hands out 3.6 
assists per contest. Another 
senior, Hunter Walston also 
scores in double digits with 
12.4 points and is the top 
rebounder at 5.6 per game 
and leads in steals with 2.4. 
Sophomore Justin Curry 
adds 9.6 points per contest.

The Shamrocks are 19-2 
and finished the regular 
season last Thursday with 
a 72-46 home victory over 
Pike. Westfield’s two lead-
ing scorers are seniors Nic 
Book and Trey Buchanan. 
Book has a 14.0-point per 
game average and is by far 
first in rebounds with 7.7. 
Buchanan scores at a 13.9 
clip and leads in assists with 
2.7 per game. Junior Duran-
te Morton also has solid re-
bounding numbers, with 4.0 
per game.

Also a sellout
Hamilton Southeastern 

hosted Fishers in the regu-
lar-season Mudsock game, 
which was also a sellout. 
The Royals kept pace with 
Fishers during the first three 
quarters before an 8-0 run 
put the Tigers ahead 57-47. 
Fishers eventually got the 
win 64-57.

The Tigers are 23-1 and 
beat Carmel 54-41 Tuesday 
in their sectional first-round 
game. The Greyhounds 
handed Fishers its only loss 
of the season, so the Tigers 
were laser focused on that 
game before thinking any-

thing about the semifinals, 
as Fishers coach Garrett 
Winegar admitted after-
wards. Now, both the Tigers 
and Southeastern are fo-
cused on Friday.

Senior Keenan Garner 
has been a true leader for 
Fishers, with 16.6 points, 7.9 
rebounds and 1.5 blocked 
shots per game. Garner also 
averages 3.8 assists, includ-
ing six during the Tigers’ 
Tuesday win. 

Junior JonAnthony 
Hall adds 11.2 points, 4.1 
rebounds and 3.1 assists. 
Freshman Cooper Zachary 
is the leader in assists with 

4.0 per game and steals with 
2.0 per contest.

The Royals are 15-9 and 
received votes in the final 
IBCA one-class poll this 
week. Southeastern had a 
tough slate of games to fin-
ish the regular season, drop-
ping their finale to North 
Central 66-47 last Thursday.

Three players score in 
double figures for the Roy-
als. Senior Donovan Ham-
ilton leads with 14.4 points 
and also has the most re-
bounds (6.3) and assists 
2.5. Senior Nathaniel Orr 
contributes 11.0 points and 
4.9 rebounds, while junior 
Braeden Totten is scoring 
10.3 points per contest. Se-
nior Michael Griffith leads 
the rebounds with 5.3. Ham-
ilton and Orr each get 1.6 
steals per game.

   Sports 11

hAMILToN CoUNTy SPorTS Sports editor richie hall | Sports@readThereporter.com | Twitter @richie_hall
Noblesville, Carmel, Westfield, Sheridan, Hamilton Heights, Fishers, University, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Southeastern

SPoRtS ScHedUle
Friday, March 1
BOYS BASKETBALL

Sectional 8 at Noblesville
Westfield vs. Noblesville, 6 p.m.

Hamilton Southeastern vs. Fishers, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 24 at New Castle

Hamilton Heights vs. Yorktown, 6 p.m.
New Castle vs. Delta, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 27 at Guerin Catholic

Bishop Chatard vs. Guerin Catholic, 6 p.m.
Heritage Christian vs. Brebeuf Jesuit, 7:30 p.m.

Sectional 43 at Sheridan
University vs. Sheridan, 6 p.m.

Park Tudor vs. Covenant Christian, 7:30 p.m.
GYMNASTICS

Noblesville at Franklin Central regional, 6:30 p.m.
TRACK AND FIELD

Westfield at Indiana Wesleyan HSR Qualifier, 5:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

 Fri March 1 -  Watch Hamilton County Schools
6:00 pm  Sheridan vs University     (Bragg Sports)
  Watch at www.ihsaatv.org/?B=983373
 
6:00 pm  Chatard vs Guerin Catholic    (Indiana SRN)
  Watch at www.ihsaatv.org/?B=995790
  
6:00 pm  Westfield vs Noblesville     (HCTV Sports)
  Watch at www.ihsaatv.org/?B=983662
 
7:30 pm  Fishers vs Hamilton Southeastern (HCTV Sports)
  Watch at www.ihsaatv.org/?B=983665

Watch “Live or Later”  Exclusively
at www.IHSAAtv.org or

on your ihsaatv app on your TV devices

2023-24 BOYS BASKETBALL STATE TOURNAMENT

 • Family Law 
• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 

• Guardianship 
• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

Photos by Joshua Herd
Noblesville’s Aaron Fine (above, 18.1 points per 
game) and Fishers’ Keenan Garner (right, 16.6 
points per game) are the leading scorers for their 
respective teams. The Millers play Westfield in 
Friday’s Sectional 8 semifinals at The Mill, with 
the Tigers taking on Hamilton Southeastern.

Indiana’s most competitive sectional 
is right here in Hamilton County

Battles of Noblesville vs. Westfield & Fishers vs. HSE set for Friday evening

Basketball
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