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TodAy’S WeATher
Today: Early to mid-morning rain

and/or snow showers. Temps quickly
fall to around freezing. Gusts to

40 mph. Chills in the 20s and teens.
Tonight: Clear and cold.

I have been practic-
ing long enough to re-
member the time when 
prior authorization 
(PA) by insurance com-
panies for medications, 
procedures, testing, and 
other medical services 
occurred very infre-
quently. Physicians felt 
largely free to practice 
medicine consistent 
with what was considered medically neces-
sary and within the established standard of 
care without undue interference from the in-
surance industry. Medical decision-making 
was between doctor and patient.

Unavoidably, some decisions certainly 
resulted in increased health care costs, just 
as they do today. In fact, despite currently 
robust PA, health care costs have progres-
sively increased.

PA isn’t primarily a discussion between 
insurance company-physicians and physi-
cians providing care. It’s often decided by 
non-physicians with no or limited medical 
and clinical expertise looking at a computer 
screen with a predetermined decision tree 
without regarding the individual clinical 
case nuances.

The rationale for the rise of PA origi-
nated to mitigate fraud, abuse, and waste in 
the health care system. Sounds reasonable 
if used responsibly and judiciously. But at 
some point, it morphed into simply cutting 
costs for employers and insurance compa-
nies while not necessarily enabling the best 
quality medical care. Saving money and in-
creasing profits were (and are) paramount.

Physicians agree that PA is an unneces-
sary barrier leading to delays or interrup-
tions in patient care that may result in wors-
ening of medical conditions; even more 
costly testing, treatments, and services; and 
avoidable or longer hospitalizations. It leads 
to increased administrative costs to provid-
ers by utilizing staff time and expanded of-
fice staff to submit PA requests and appeals 
for denials. 

RichaRd d. Feldman, m.d. 
State of Our Health

cOlUmniST

Past time to fix
issues with prior

authorization

Slam, Sip & $pend 
for Club Kids

See Prior . . . Page 2

38th annual BGCN Auxiliary
Auction to embrace March

Madness & Hoosier Hysteria
The REPORTER

For 37 
years, volun-
teers from 
the Boys & 
Girls Club 
of No-
blesvil le 
( B G C N ) 
A u x i l i a -
ry have 
t e a m e d 
together to 
hold an annual 
auction to sup-
port the needs of lo-
cal youth and the Club.

With basketball 
season approaching its 
crescendo here in In-
diana, the 38th annual 
event, sponsored by 
Wealthcare Financial, 
is set to bring philan-
thropy and Hoosier 
Hysteria together at Harbour Trees Golf 
Club this Saturday evening.

Hoops fans and community supporters 
are invited to attend the event sporting their 
favorite basketball team or gameday attire. 
Guests will have the chance to participate 
in a live auction to score packages such as 
a March Madness Experience at Gainbridge 
Fieldhouse during the first round of the 
men’s NCAA Tournament or an Indy Car 
Racing Experience.

“We're excited for our 38th annu-
al Auction to raise money for our Club 
Kids!” BGCN Auxiliary President and 
Club Alum Karli Davis said. “This year's 
‘Club Madness’ theme is a perfect way to 
combine Hoosier's love for basketball with 
raising funds, support, and awareness for 
the Boys & Girls Club in an always-fun 

Davis

See Auxiliary . . . Page 2

Sourdough starter feeds charity
By STU CLAMPITT
news@readthereporter.com

Editor’s note: On Monday, 
Feb. 26, The Reporter pub-
lished an interview with tele-
vision legends Linda Purl and 
Patrick Duffy. The pair spoke 
about music – including Purl’s 
upcoming show at Feinstein’s 
at Hotel Carmichael in Carmel 
– love, fate, and their lives to-
gether. Click here to read that 
interview.

In addition to sharing their 
lives, Patrick Duffy and Linda 
Purl also share a heart for ser-
vice. They express that through 
“Duffy’s Dough,” a business 
where all the profits go to fight 
food insecurity.

“Patrick's an idea person, 
and I think I'm sort of proj-
ect-oriented,” Purl told The 
Reporter. “Patrick has had a 

wonderful sourdough starter 
in his family for over 70 years, 
and he's a wicked baker with 
this stuff. If we go to a friend’s 
house, we'll take the rolls, we'll 
take the cinnamon rolls, we'll 
take the baguettes, and they get 
good reviews. So a couple of 
years ago, Patrick said, ‘well, 
we should start a company with 
this.’ So we did.”

Duffy interjected, “I said 
we should start a company with 
this. So SHE did. We got to 
make sure we get that right.”

According to Purl, the cou-
ple knew little about running a 
business, so they reached out to 
friends who could help.

“We make the sourdough 
dehydrated starter. We have a 
little cooking book about what 
you can do with it,” Purl said. 
“It's all online under duffys-
dough.com. It's been a really 

fun project for us. We're also 
certified food handlers in the 
state of Colorado because that's 
where we make all the dehydrat-
ed starter. And boy, do we look 
good in our little plastic caps 

and gowns!”
Duffy told The Reporter all 

the net proceeds go to food-
based charities.

Photo provided
Patrick Duffy and Linda Purl sell sourdough starter, 
recipes and supplies to raise dough … or make bread … 
or to give rolls of lettuce … oh, heck! All the money goes 
to charity, ok?

See Dough . . . Page 2

Photo provided
Members of The Arc of Greater Boone County recently traveled to Sheridan to visit the Sheridan Historical 
Society’s Museum, 315 S. Main St., located in beautiful uptown Sheridan, which is just on the country side 
of Hamilton County and serves as the northwest gateway into the county. Museum hours are 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. Special visit times can be arranged by calling ahead at (317) 758-5054.

Boone County Arc sets sail for Sheridan

The Old West was deadly fun

Reporter photos
Last Saturday and Sunday, Nickel Plate Express (NPX) passengers rolled out of Hobbs Station in Forest Park 
only to find themselves stranded in the Old West (a.k.a. Earthly Endearments, 155 W. Main St., Atlanta). There 
were saloon gals, outlaws, delicious food, dancing and … MURDER on the NPX Old West Murder Express. 
Crimes were solved, killers were killed on the spot, and prizes were handed out. (Top row) Saturday’s prizes 
went to those who solved the murders. (Above) In addition to a grand prize winner, Sunday’s ride had a young 
man celebrating his 13th birthday. He made off with runner-up prizes and the dead sheriff’s hat. Well done, little 
buckaroo. see more photos on Pages 6 & 7 and at readthereporter.com.

https://readthereporter.com
http://paulpoteet.com
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://wishtv.com
mailto:news%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://readthereporter.com/serendipity-brings-new-start/
https://duffysdough.com/
https://duffysdough.com/
http://tinyurl.com/24utd9nc
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TICKETS: $20 ALL PATRONS

$5 DISCOUNT ON THURSDAYS

VENUE: THE SWITCH THEATRE
10029 E. 126TH STREET 

SUITE D, FISHERS 46038

FRIDAY, MARCH 1, 2024 - 7:30 PM

SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 2024 - 7:30 PM

SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2024 - 2:30 PM

THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2024 - 7:30 PM

FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2024- 7:30 PM

SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2024- 7:30 PM

SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 2024 - 2:30 PM

317-815-9387   •  WWW.CARMELPLAYERS.ORG

JOIN US FOR THE MUSICAL JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME

Music by Jeanine Tesori  
 and libretto by Brian Crawley 
based on the short story 
by Doris Betts.

Directed by Kathleen Horrigan
Vocal Directed by Markell Pipkins
Produced by Amy Jo Douglas

Denials can also result 
in cost shifting to patients. 
Could PA additionally result 
in increased costs to employ-
ers and insurance companies? 
It’s a large, time-consuming, 
labor-intensive process. It’s 
interesting that some insurers 
are actually modestly reduc-
ing their PA programs. And 
a new federal rule will obli-

gate insurers participating in 
federal programs to shorten 
determination timelines and 
add transparency to their PA 
processes.

The Indiana General As-
sembly considered legisla-
tion to temper the PA process 
with Senate Bill 3 authored 
by Republican Senators Tyler 
Johnson, Ed Charbonneau, 

and Chris Garten.
As passed by the Senate 

Health Committee, the basic 
components of this long and 
complex bill: 

• Mandate that PA may 
only be imposed yearly on 
less than 1 percent of pro-
viders in a given specialty 
or health care service and 1 
percent of health care pro-

viders overall.
• Prohibit requiring PA 

for services that are consid-
ered medically necessary and 
appropriate within the cus-
tomary standard of care.

• Eliminate PA for pre-
scription medications ap-
proved by the federal Food 
and Drug Administration, in-
cluding those for treatment of 
opioid use disorder. 

• Bar PA for pre-hospital 
transportation.

• Prohibit PA for emer-
gency facility medical care 
for true emergencies.

• Mandate that all adverse 
PA determinations and ap-
peals are reviewed by a phy-
sician in the same or similar 
specialty of the requesting 
physician.

• Exempt providers from 
PA requirements who met 
(or would have met) at least 
an 80 percent PA approval 
rate in the previous 12-month 
period for a particular health 
care service.

• Require transparency of 
a utilization review entity’s 
requirements, restrictions, 
clinical criteria, and statistics 
on approvals and denials on 
its website. 

• Compel that PA determi-
nations must be made with 48 
hours of requests with shorter 
turnaround times for urgent 
and emergency services. 

Unfortunately, the bill 
died in the Senate Appro-
priations Committee over 
cost-to-Medicaid concerns. 

These are admittedly strin-
gent requirements and un-
doubtedly the legislation would 
have faced stiff opposition in 
the House by powerful insur-
ance and employer groups. 

The legislature must 
meaningfully address the out-
of-control PA system. Proba-
bly not this year.

Richard D. Feldman, 
M.D. is an Indianapolis 
family physician and former 
Indiana State Health Com-
missioner who served in the 
administration of Governor 
Frank O’Bannon.

and eventful 
night. Lace up 
your Converse, 
find that jersey 
or pullover of 
your favorite 
team and come 
support OUR 
team – our Club 
Kids, Staff and Communi-
ty.”

Last year’s Mardi Gras 
themed event raised more 
than $153,000 to support 
initiatives and programs at 
the Boys & Girls Club while 
providing local youth with 
meaningful experiences.

Individual tickets to at-
tend Slam, Sip & $pend at 
Harbour Trees in Nobles-
ville on Saturday, March 2 
can be purchased at bidpal.
net/bgcn24.

About BGCN
The Tom & Soni Shee-

han Boys & Girls Club 
of Noblesville provides 

high-quality, low-cost pro-
grams for youth members 
with the help of donors 
and sponsors. Between 
the Club, the Community 
Center, and Camp Cross-
er, BGCN provides op-
portunities for members 
to enjoy activities and ex-
periences that help shape 
character and offer new 
perspectives. BGCN is 
dedicated to inspiring and 
enabling all young people 
to reach their full potential 
as productive, caring, re-
sponsible citizens by pro-
moting leadership, char-
acter, health, and physical 
development.

“We give away every-
thing,” Duffy said. “We 
haven't made a dime per-
sonally. Once we pay for 
the flour and sugar and 
packaging, every once in a 
while, we write a check to a 
food charity of our choice. 
We both have had such 
fortune in our industry that 
to just say ‘I need another 
movie’ or ‘I need this or 
that’ is different than say-
ing, ‘what would it mean to 
write a check for $50,000 
to No Kid Hungry or a soup 
kitchen in downtown wher-
ever?’ Our goal is to leave 
something behind that will 
continue on afterwards and 
just become a standard of 
how to take care of your 
fellow person.”

Purl said she appreciates 
the symbolism in this busi-
ness. 

“Working with bread 
is full of metaphors,” Purl 
said. “There's the profound 

thing of the breaking of 
bread when you get to do 
that with friends with the 
end product, but also the re-
silience that this starter has 
– you cannot kill it. You feed 
a little bit of flour and sug-
ar and off it goes. And it's 
kind of a miracle, this life 
force, as it reinvents itself 
and gives you another loaf 
of bread or another pancake. 
It brings people together and 
it's reassuring somehow to 
see this thing that that just 
keeps going.”

Duffy ended The Re-
porter’s conversation with a 
segue that made this old ra-
dio broadcaster proud.

“So bringing this full 
circle would be ‘the new 
album is this could be the 
starter of something big.’”

Learn more, order a 
sourdough starter kit, get 
recipes, and help support 
fighting food insecurity at 
duffysdough.com.

Prior
from Page 1

Dough
from Page 1

Auxiliary
from Page 1

https://www.tomwoodvolkswagen.com/
https://prevailinc.org/
https://carmelplayers.org/
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2024/bills/senate/3/details
http://www.bidpal.net/bgcn24
http://www.bidpal.net/bgcn24
https://duffysdough.com/
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The REPORTER
Hamilton County Au-

ditor Robin M. Mills an-
nounced on Monday that 
the Government 
Finance Officers 
Association of the 
Unites Dates and 
Canada (GFOA) 
has awarded the 
Certificate of 
Achievement for 
Excellence in Fi-
nancial Report-
ing to Hamilton 
County for its annual com-
prehensive financial report 
for the fiscal year ended 
Dec. 31, 2022.

The report has been 
judged by an impartial 
panel to meet the highway 

standards of the program, 
which includes demon-
strating a constructive 
“spirit of full disclosure” 

to clearly com-
municate its fi-
nancial story and 
motivate poten-
tial users and 
user groups to 
read the report.

The Certifi-
cate of Achieve-
ment is the 
highest form of 

recognition in the area of 
governmental accounting 
and financial reporting, and 
its attainment represents 
a significant accomplish-
ment by a government and 
its management.

Mills

Hamilton County earns 
transnational distinction 

with financial report

Photos provided
Governor Eric Holcomb proclaimed Feb. 18 to 24, 2024 as Tri Kappa Week in Indiana. The 
organization used that week to focus on food insecurity throughout the state, with each of the 236 
chapters in Indiana making their own contributions. The Beta Epsilon Chapter of Noblesville visited 
Teter Organic Farm, 10980 E. 221st St., Noblesville, to help plant seedlings for the coming year. 
(Above left) David Meats, Jennifer Jacobi, Jennifer Warner, Beth Lively, Joan Lawrence, Mary Burns, 
and Sherry Miller. (Above right) Martha Kirsch, Beth Lively, Jennifer Jacobi, and Jennifer Warner.

Noblesville Tri Kappa helps
fight food insecurity by giving

time at Teter Organic Farm

Sheridan library announces free 
Bookmark Reading Challenge

The REPORTER
Sheridan Public Library 

(SPL) has partnered with 
The Farmers Bank and 
Greeks Pizzeria of Sheri-
dan to create a free month-
ly reading program to earn 
free pizza.

The Bookmark Read-
ing Challenge will begin 
Friday, March 1 for patrons 
in kindergarten through 
fifth grade. Participants 
must have a current SPL 
card to register. Readers 
will track their progress 
on bookmarks that may be 
picked up at the front desk 

of the library.
Earn a free small piz-

za from Greeks (Sheridan) 
by reading 20 minutes for 
20 sessions throughout 
the month. Once the goal 
for the month is complete, 
the participants will return 
bookmark to the front desk 
of the library for a signature 
and then redeem at Greeks 
(Sheridan).  Along with 
monthly pizza rewards, 
quarterly prize drawings 
will be held.

Visit the library at 103 
W. 1st St. for more informa-
tion on this program.

The REPORTER
As anticipation builds 

for the total solar eclipse, 
Hamilton County Tourism 
is working with local busi-
nesses to ensure they’re 
prepared for April 8. The 
tourism agency will hold 
a webinar at 9 a.m. on 
Thursday, Feb. 29 cover-
ing topics such as staffing, 
scheduling, special event 
planning, marketing, and 
safety.

“We’re expecting 
hundreds of thousands of 

visitors from all 
over the world,” 
said Sarah Buck-
ner, head of 
Hamilton Coun-
ty’s eclipse lo-
cal organizing 
committee and 
assistant director 
of community 
engagement for 
Hamilton County Tour-
ism. “The webinar will 
suggest ways to navigate 
the potential surge, plan 
for the increase in demand, 

and capitalize on 
the potential for 
increased reve-
nue.”

Key speak-
ers will include 
representatives 
from Hamilton 
County Emer-
gency Man-
agement, the 

Hamilton County Health 
Department, and Hamil-
ton County Tourism.

“We’re hopeful local 
businesses will see this as 

an opportunity to shine,” 
Buckner added. “While 
also creating memorable 
experiences for their cus-
tomers during this once in 
a lifetime celestial event.”

Businesses and not-
for-profits interested in at-
tending the webinar need 
to register at this link.

To learn more about 
the total solar eclipse and 
the special events planned 
in Hamilton County, vis-
it visithamiltoncounty.
com/eclipse.

Buckner

Hamilton County Tourism to hold
eclipse-related webinar for area businesses
Event to discuss logistics, event planning, marketing & safety

Follow The RepoRTeR

on Facebook!

https://www.americanbankoffreedom.bank/
https://bit.ly/3uCTAPQ
http://www.visithamiltoncounty.com/eclipse/
http://www.visithamiltoncounty.com/eclipse/
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
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Stony Creek Church of Christ
“First Century Christianity in the Twenty First Century”

15530 Herriman Blvd., Noblesville
(317) 219-5852

Sunday Bible Study 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 pm 

 For some time, each ad has included a picture of the building where we meet. 
However, that is not the church -the people are. With that in mind our ad will now 
include a picture of “the church” – the people. We invite you to come visit with the 
church at Stony Creek. You will be warmly greeted, treated with respect, and highly 
valued. We can benefit from you, and you can benefit from us. Let’s search the 
Scriptures together and come to understand God’s Word more completely.  
 We meet at 15530 Herriman Blvd. in Noblesville. Our building is behind the 
doctor’s office and at the stop sign.
 At the Stony Creek Church of Christ, we assemble on Sundays and 
Wednesdays to seek a better understanding of Jesus and His ways. You are 
encouraged and invited to join us for those studies or call for a private study.

The Picture Has Changed

Allisonville Meadows 
in Fishers awarded

deficiency-free rating 
from state health board
The REPORTER

Allisonville Meadows 
Assisted Living has re-
ceived a deficiency-free 
annual state inspection. 
A perfect, deficiency-free 
rating is the best state sur-
vey score a senior care 
community can receive, 
a stellar achievement sel-
dom accomplished.

Operated by American 
Senior Communities at 
10410 Allisonville Road 
in Fishers, this senior care 
community offers assisted 
living apartments, mem-
ory care and respite care, 
along with outpatient 
therapy. The Indiana State 
Department of Health in-
spects such communities 
to assess compliance with 
state standards of care, 
such as adequacy of staff-
ing, quality of care and 
cleanliness of the commu-
nity.

Compassion, Account-
ability, Relationships, and 
Excellence are the core 
values for American Se-
nior Communities.

“These values serve as 

the guiding principles that 
lead us every day as we 
serve our residents, fami-
lies and employees,” ASC 
CEO Steve Van Camp 
said. “We are incredibly 
proud of our team at Al-
lisonville Meadows As-
sisted Living for demon-
strating these values in 
an exceptional way,” Van 
Camp said. “An honor like 
a deficiency-free survey is 
only possible when a team 
is highly aligned in their 
level of dedication and 
commitment.”

About American 
Senior Communities
American Senior Com-

munities offers a wide va-
riety of lifestyle and care 
options including Garden 
Homes, Assisted Living, 
New Energy Wellness, In-
patient and Outpatient Re-
habilitation, Memory Care, 
Skilled Nursing Care, Hos-
pice Care and Respite Care. 
Our mission is to compas-
sionately serve each cus-
tomer with quality care and 
excellence. Learn more at 
ASCCare.com.

Local school districts on
the hunt for great teachers

Photos provided
Five area school districts – Noblesville Schools, Carmel Clay Schools, Hamilton Southeastern 
Schools, Westfield Washington Schools, and Zionsville Schools – have partnered for two 
upcoming teacher recruitment events. Attendees will be able to meet representatives from all five 
top-performing school districts to discuss educator openings for the upcoming school year. The 
Diversity Teacher Recruitment Fair will take place from 5 to 7 p.m. on Wednesday, March 6 at the 
Carmel Educational Services Center, 5201 E. Main St., Carmel. The Northside Teacher Recruitment 
Fair will follow the next week from 5 to 7 p.m. on Wednesday, March 13 at the Noblesville Schools 
Community Center, 1775 Field Drive, Noblesville.

https://www.facebook.com/stonycreekcoc/
https://www.asccare.com/
http://tinyurl.com/4t8y5485
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Indiana Rep-
ertory Theatre 
(IRT) presents R. 
Eric Thomas’ The 
Folks at Home, a 
sitcom-patterned 
comedy recalling 
any number of 
favorite TV series 
from our pasts.

Director Reg-
gie D. White 
unwraps the script with a 
fine cast of players, depict-
ing a good ol’ fashioned 
’70s/’80s-style situation 
comedy.

The story is a bit more 
modernly faceted than any 
from that era – a mixed gay 
couple, Roger (Keith Il-
lidge) and Brandon (Garrett 
Young), are struggling to 
keep up their mortgage pay-
ments since Roger lost his 
job at a realty agency. Bran-
don believes the solution is 
to sell the house, but Roger 
strongly disagrees.

About this time, Rog-
er’s parents Vernon and 
Pamela (Sean Blake and 
Olivia D. Dawson) have 
lost their home for a variety 
of reasons and come to live 
with their son and his part-
ner. Next, Brandon’s mom 
Maureen (Tracy Michelle 
Arnold) has disagreements 
with her landlord and must 
seek an alternative living 
situation, which means 
that she too moves into the 
crowded home. And thus, 
this homage to sitcoms is 
duly set in motion.

Plenty of laughs are 
generated, plenty of con-
flicts occur (it seems each 
character has some level of 
disagreement with every 
other character), and the 
TV format even includes 

some rather short 
scenes with plenty 
of spaces for com-
mercial messages, 
though this part of 
TV is thankfully 
not included.

Claire Wilcher 
completes the cast 
with two appear-
ances – first as the 
couples’ bizarre 

maid Alice, and next, in a 
superior comic appearance 
which generates the most 
laughs, as Brandon’s preg-
nant sister Brittany. 

Scenic designer Linda 
Buchanan, costume design-
er Yao Chen, light designer 
Jared Gooding, and sound 
designer Sharath Patel all 
contribute to the show’s 
success.

The one problem I had 
with the show is a rather un-
common professional ranks 
flaw – soft voices and some 
garbled speech. An odd oc-
currence right at the begin-
ning of the show happened 
when an audience member 
actually shouted out “Can’t 
hear you!” Kinda rude but 
also true. We couldn’t. I 
hope the projection and dic-
tion improve here.

Bottom line: This is 
enjoyable and worthwhile 
entertainment – an engag-
ing story told by a troupe of 
actors who built nifty char-
acterizations, all wrapped 
up with a tidy bow with a 
satisfying conclusion.

The Folks at Home runs 
through March 16. Ticket 
information is available at 
irtlive.com or by calling 
(317) 635-5252.

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.

Ken KlinGenmeieR
A Seat on the Aisle

cOlUmniST

The Folks at Home
is a nifty throwback to

when sitcoms were good

Photo by Zach Rosing
Keith Illidge as Roger (left) and Garrett Young as 
Brandon in IRT’s production of the Folks at home.

Empowering youth voices
High school students advocate for

healthier communities at the Statehouse
Submitted by Breathe 
Easy Hamilton County

In an inspiring display of 
civic engagement, a group 
of 25 high school students 
from six different Hamilton 
County schools recently de-
scended upon the Indiana 
Statehouse to advocate for 
increased cigarette taxes 
and stricter regulations on 
vaping.

The students, accompa-
nied by educators and com-
munity leaders, embarked 
on this impactful journey to 
address the pressing issue of 
youth smoking and vaping 
within their communities.

Led by Breathe Easy 
Hamilton County, the stu-
dents had the unique op-
portunity to engage in 
meaningful dialogue with 
Representative Victoria 
Garcia Wilburn (D-Fishers), 

who has been a stalwart ad-
vocate for public health in 
the state. The visit included 
an informative tour of the 
Statehouse, providing stu-
dents with a firsthand look 
at the legislative process, 
and culminated in an in-
sightful session where they 
observed lawmakers delib-
erating on matters affecting 
the well-being of citizens.

The primary focus of 
the students' advocacy was 
to highlight the importance 
of implementing higher 
cigarette taxes and more 
stringent regulations on va-
ping products. Their moti-
vation stems from a genuine 
concern for the health and 
well-being of their peers 
and the broader community. 
Youth smoking and vaping 
pose serious health risks 
and contribute to a range of 

long-term health issues.
VOICE, Breathe Easy 

Hamilton County’s youth-
led initiative, believes that 
involving young voices in 
the legislative process is 
crucial for fostering a sense 
of responsibility and own-
ership over public health 
issues. By bringing together 
students from diverse back-
grounds and schools, the 
organization aims to ampli-
fy the collective impact of 
youth advocacy and encour-
age a collaborative approach 
to address these pressing 
concerns.

“We are immensely 
proud of our students for 
taking the initiative to ad-
vocate for the health of their 
communities,” Youth Coor-
dinator Erica Strahm said. 
“Their engagement with 
Representative Garcia and 

their presence in the State-
house signify the power of 
youth voices in influencing 
positive change.” 

The visit to the State-
house not only provided the 
students with a platform to 
express their concerns but 
also served as a valuable 
educational experience that 
will undoubtedly shape their 
understanding of the demo-
cratic process.

As these young advo-
cates return to their schools, 
they carry with them the 
knowledge that their voic-
es matter and that they can 
actively contribute to build-
ing healthier communities. 
Breathe Easy Hamilton 
County remains committed 
to supporting youth-led ini-
tiatives and will continue to 
empower the next genera-
tion of civic leaders.

Breathe Easy Hamilton County advocates 
for public health at Indiana Statehouse

Submitted by Breathe 
Easy Hamilton County

Staff members from 
Breathe Easy Hamilton 
County (BEHC), a lead-
ing tobacco control agen-
cy, took a proactive step 
towards promoting public 
health by participating in 
Public Health Day at the In-
diana Statehouse.

The event, hosted by 
the Indiana Department of 
Health, provided a platform 
for key stakeholders to con-
verge, share insights, and 
address critical issues in the 
realm of public health.

The day commenced 
with an insightful speech 
from Governor Eric Hol-
comb, setting the tone for 
discussions centered around 
enhancing public health 
policies and initiatives. A 
highlight of the event was 
a panel discussion featuring 
experts delving into topics 
crucial for the well-being of 
Indiana residents, particu-
larly focusing on the Health 
First Indiana initiative.

The dedication and 
contribution of local health 
department heroes were 
celebrated during an award 

ceremony, recognizing their 
unwavering commitment to 
safeguarding the health of 
their communities. BEHC 
extends its heartfelt con-
gratulations to the honorees 
for their outstanding service 
and dedication.

One of the key moments 
of the day was the meeting 
between BECH staff and 
Senator J.D Ford (D-Indi-
anapolis). The agency took 
this opportunity to advocate 
for vital measures aimed at 
curbing tobacco use among 
the youth. Discussions re-
volved around the urgency 
of implementing higher cig-
arette taxes and reinforcing 
regulations on vaping prod-
ucts to mitigate the growing 
public health concerns asso-
ciated with these practices.

“Breathe Easy Hamilton 
County is steadfast in its 
commitment to champion-
ing public health,” BEHC 
Executive Director Stacy 
Collins said. “Our engage-
ment with Senator Ford was 
an important step in advanc-
ing policies that can make a 
significant impact on reduc-
ing tobacco-related harm in 
our community.”

As a tobacco control 
agency, BEHC understands 
the multifaceted challenges 
posed by tobacco use and va-
ping. Advocating for stronger 
regulations aligns with the 
agency's mission to create 
an environment that fosters 
healthier choices and protects 
the well-being of residents.

The insights gained from 
Public Health Day will in-
form BEHC’s ongoing ef-
forts to collaborate with law-
makers, community leaders, 
and stakeholders to build a 
healthier future for Hamilton 

County and beyond.
About Breathe Easy 

Hamilton County
Breathe Easy Hamilton 

County is a dedicated tobac-
co control agency commit-
ted to reducing the impact 
of tobacco on the health of 
the community. Through 
advocacy, education, and 
community engagement, the 
agency strives to create an 
environment that promotes 
respiratory health and over-
all well-being. Learn more 
at Breatheeasyhamilton-
County.com.

Photo provided
BEHC staff, along with representatives from 
community partners, Indiana Department of 
Health, Hamilton County Health Department, and 
Trinity Free Clinic.

Photos provided
Twenty-five local students headed to the Statehouse to call for higher cigarette taxes and vaping restrictions.

https://www.feinsteinshc.com/events/carmel/maddie-poppe
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
http://www.irtlive.com/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
http://tinyurl.com/3wdwj9xa
http://tinyurl.com/yc4zas53
http://tinyurl.com/39nvjndj
https://www.breatheeasyhamiltoncounty.com/
https://www.breatheeasyhamiltoncounty.com/
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It was like the Wild West out there
It was like an old-fashioned hootenanny, or hoedown, or maybe a barn-stompin’ good time. Call it what you will, the 
Old West Murder Express took passengers all the way back to 1891 and entertained them folks right down to the soles 

of their boots! If you missed the train, hurry up and get tickets for the next one, which is heading back to the lap of 
luxury in 1950s high-society style. Get your seats at NickelPlateExpress.com. (Photos provided by Craig Lutz)

Bien Mexicana
150 S Peru St, Cicero

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday March 1
Casey Harshbarger

 Reservations Recommended 

Open Mic Tuesdays 
7-10 p.m.

Trivia Wednesdays 
7:30-9:30 p.m.
Keyboardist 

Dave Lowe every 
Thursday 6-9 p.m.

17419 Suite C, Carey Rd., Westfield
317.867.0397

Live Music March 2 - 2 Cosmic Situation 

(Below left) NPX Executive Director Emily Reynolds (a.k.a. Killer Clementine) poses with some of the fine folks who helped make this 
even come off without a hitch. (Below right) Royal Events brought in professionals to help guests learn to rope cattle. (Bottom left) 

Thanks to City Barbecue, the food in the Old West was tasty and delicious. (Bottom right) Finally! We found that missing money! Who 
would have guessed the Mayor of Atlanta took it. Roberta always seemed like such a nice lady … (Photos provided by Royal Events)

http://tinyurl.com/msweaz2c
http://tinyurl.com/bdzyt5c7
http://tinyurl.com/3u2ynur8
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://www.bienmexicana.com/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://www.patsyspubwestfield.com/
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One page just ain’t-a big enough, pilgrim
Sometimes so many people dress in character for these murder mystery dinner theater rides on the Nickel Plate Express that you just can’t tell 

who the actors are. To be fair, one of these so-called actors from the Big Caboose Players is a newspaper publisher, one is a town council member, 
one is a business owner, and one works for a member of Congress … come to think of it, they really are all actors! The important part is

everyone had a great time both on the train and at Earthly Endearments in Atlanta. Some of them even made it out alive. (Reporter photos)

A farmer has misplaced some eggs and is pretty sure they  
are somewhere on the Nickel Plate Express! 

Come share in a little rail adventure as you roll through  
Hamilton County’s northern countryside to see the trees in 

bloom while enjoying a snack and a springtime story.
March 23, 24 and 30

Tickets at NickelPlateExpress.com

—fake John Wayne

Photo by Adrienne Rogers

http://tinyurl.com/y64s4et6
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Letter to the Editor

Shaffer criticizes Carmel
Redevelopment Authority’s 

habit of overspending
Dear Editor:
Monday’s 2023 annual financial report published 

by Carmel’s redevelopment authority presents a cau-
tionary tale for those Hamilton County cities and towns 
following Carmel’s lead into its $1.4 billion debt.

The redevelopment authority reported it spent more 
than it received in all but two of the last six years.

And its $580.6 million unpaid principal debt is 
more than a third of the $1.4 billion principal and inter-
est owed by the city and authority combined.

The Carmel Redevelopment Authority reported its 
2024 debt repayment will total $34 million – nearly as 
much as the city takes in by way of property taxes, for 
comparison’s sake.

Since 2018, the redevelopment blight fighters took 
in $603.6 million but spent $686.6 million, or 19 per-
cent more.

Spending more than you receive and borrowing the 
difference at ever-higher rates of interest is no way to 
run a household economy, let alone a city’s.

Bill Shaffer
Carmel

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions 
of The Reporter, its publisher or its staff.

You can submit your own Letter to the Editor 
by email to News@ReadTheReporter.com.

Please include your phone number
and city of residence. The Reporter will
publish one letter per person per week.

Find out who has best
chili at Cicero library

The REPORTER
The Friends of Hamilton 

North Public Library will 
hold a Chili Cook Off at 6 
p.m. on Thursday, March 7 
at the library, located at 209 
W. Brinton, Cicero.

Anyone may enter, taste, 
vote for his or her favorites 
with spare change. All pro-
ceeds benefit the library’s 
Summer Reading Program. 
The event is free to enter 
and free for tasting.

The REPORTER
Sam Mishelow has been 

appointed to the Westfield 
Fire Department Merit 
Board of Commissioners, 
selected by Mayor Scott 
Willis and the Westfield City 
Council.

Mishelow brings over 
two decades of profession-
al experience and a strong 
commitment to community 
service to this role.

As a member of the 
board, Mishelow will play 
a vital role in ensuring the 
integrity and efficiency of 
personnel actions within the 
department. His duties will 
include reviewing hiring 

decisions, promo-
tions, and disci-
plinary actions, 
thereby contribut-
ing to the safety 
and well-being 
of the Westfield 
community.

Mishelow has 
been an active 
and integral part 
of the Hamilton County 
community serving on vari-
ous boards and committees. 
He is a current Riverview 
Health Board member and 
plays a significant role in the 
OneZone Chamber of Com-
merce as a member of the 
Board of Directors, Execu-

tive Committee, 
and State Advo-
cacy Committee. 
Additionally, he 
serves as a board 
member for the 
Indiana Selective 
Service Commis-
sion, appointed 
by Governor Eric 
Holcomb.

Mishelow's extensive 
background in leadership 
and community engagement 
makes him well-suited for 
this position. Currently serv-
ing as the Director of Client 
Development at Meyer Na-
jem, he has demonstrated a 
steadfast dedication to his 

professional career and has 
earned a reputation for ex-
cellence in his field.

Mishelow said he is 
grateful for the opportunity 
to serve the city of Westfield.

“I am deeply honored to 
be appointed to the West-
field Fire Department Merit 
Board of Commissioners,” 
he said. “I am committed 
to upholding the highest 
standards of integrity and 
accountability in serving the 
community that I hold dear. I 
look forward to working col-
laboratively with my fellow 
board members to ensure the 
safety and well-being of our 
residents.”

Mishelow

Sam Mishelow appointed to Westfield Fire 
Department Merit Board of Commissioners

Photo provided
The Westfield Fire Department swore-in nine new personnel at Monday’s City Council meeting. The 
expertise and dedication of these experience public safety professionals extends WFD’s commitment 
to keeping the community safe. The addition of several paramedics will enhance advanced life 
support services. (Above, listed in no particular order) Josh Cole, Paramedic; Aleigha Galindo, 
Paramedic; Luther Hurt, Firefighter/EMT/Paramedic Candidate; Brandon Jenkins, Paramedic; 
Angela Mason, Paramedic; Kodi Phillips, Firefighter/Paramedic; Walter Rippy, Paramedic; 
Jerry Sparks, Firefighter/Paramedic; and Miranda Tuggle, Firefighter/EMT/Paramedic Candidate.

Westfield welcomes nine paramedics

https://spartz.house.gov/
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Who’s on my ballot for the May 7, 2024 Primary Election?
Note that * indicates the candidate is the incumbent for that office.

To view precinct and district maps, please visit hamiltoncounty.in.gov/221/Precinct-and-District-Maps.
NOTE: Candidates for precinct committeement and state delegates will appear in upcoming editions of The Reporter.

PRESIDENT
*Joseph R. Biden, Jr. (D)

Nikki R. Haley (R)
Donald J. Trump (R)
U.S. SENaTE

Jim Banks (R)
Marc Carmichael (D)
Valerie McCray (D)

U.S. HoUSE, 5th DISTRIcT
Jonathan D. Brown (R)

Raju Chinthala (R)
Max Engling (R)

Chuck Goodrich (R)
Mark Hurt (R)

Scott A. King (R)
Patrick Malayter (R)
Matthew Peiffer (R)
Ryan Pfenninger (D)

Deborah A. Pickett (D)
LD Powell (R)

Larry L. Savage Jr. (R)
*Victoria Spartz (R)
GoVERNoR
Mike Braun (R)

Brad Chambers (R)
Suzanne Crouch (R)

Eric Doden (R)
Curtis Hill (R)

Jennifer G. McCormick (D)
Jamie Reitenour (R)

Tamie Dixon-Tatum (D)

STaTE SENaToR
District 20

*Scott A. Baldwin (R)
Joel Levi (D)

STaTE REPRESENTaTIVE
District 24

Bill Gutrich (R)
Josh Lowry (D)

Hunter Smith (R)
District 29

Laura L. Alerding (R)
Christopher Hartig (D)
Alaina Shonkwiler (R)

District 32
Patricia Bratton (R)

Tom Havens (R)
*Victoria Garcia Wilburn (D)

District 37
*Todd Huston (R)

District 39
Daniel (Danny) Lopez (R)

Matt McNally (D)
District 88

Starr Joy Hairston (D)
*Chris Jeter (R)

Stephanie Jo Yocum (D)

JUDGE, cIRcUIT coURT
*Andrew R. Bloch (R)

Angela Brown Swenson (R)
JUDGE, SUPERIoR coURT 1

*Michael A. Casati (R)
JUDGE, SUPERIoR coURT 6

*Stephenie K. Gookins (R)
coUNTy aUDIToR

Todd Clevenger (R)
coUNTy SURVEyoR

Gary Duncan (R)
coUNTy TREaSURER

*Susan Byer (R)
Robert (Bob) Bragg (R)

coUNTy commISSIoNERS
District 2

*Steven C. Dillinger (R)
District 3

*Mark E. Heirbrandt (R)
coUNTy coUNcIl

At Large
*Brandon (Brad) Beaver (R)

Elizabeth Fouch (R)
Keely J. Gladieux (D)

*Sue Maki (R)
*Steven R. Nation (R)

NoTICe To BIdderS 
Notice is hereby given that SEALED BIDS will be received: 
By ANd AT: Wurster Construction
 C/o hamilton Southeastern Schools
 13485 Cumberland road
 Fishers, IN 46038
 Attn: Mr. Matt rapp
For A NeW: hSe Additions and renovations to Fishers elementary School
 11442 Lantern road
 Fishers, IN 46038
UNTIL: 2:00 P.M., local time, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. 
 (hand delivered in sealed envelope)
deSCrIPTIoN OF PROJECT:  Work includes a New Additions and 

Renovations to the existing HSE Fishers Elementary  School located at 11442 
Lantern Road in Fishers, IN 46038. 

reCeIPT oF BIdS:  Bids received by mail or other carrier must be addressed 
to:  Wurster Construction. c/o Mr. Matt Rapp, Hamilton Southeastern Schools, 
13485 Cumberland Road, Fishers, IN 46038 and received on or before 2:00 pm, 
Wednesday, March 13th, 2024 to be valid. Bids received after the designated day 
and time listed above will be returned unopened.  Any postal/courier service is the 
agent of the Bidder.

BId oPeNING:  :  Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud on Wednesday, 
March 13th, 2024, at 2:00 PM local time at the HSE Administration building 
located at 13485 Cumberland Road, Fishers, IN 46038.

Pre-BId MeeTING:  A pre-bid meeting for interested parties will be held if 
requested. The meeting will be held at HSE Fishers Elementary School, located 
at 11442 Lantern Road, Fishers, IN 46038. All interested bidders are encouraged 
to attend.

CoNTrACT TyPe: The project(s) will be constructed utilizing the 
Construction Manager as Constructor (CMc) delivery method for public work.  
The Construction Manager will contract with multiple First Tier Subcontractors 
for the Bid items listed below, with bids received on a lump sum basis for each bid 
item. Each proposal shall include all labor, equipment, and materials necessary to 
complete the project in strict accordance with the Construction Drawings, Project 
Schedule, Project Manual and Technical Specifications.

The Construction Manager will receive sealed Bids for the below listed Bid 
Packages:

 Bid Package #21: Fire Protection Work
 Bid Package #22: Plumbing
 Bid Package #23: Mechanical, HVAC Ductwork and Temperature Controls Work 
 Bid Package #31: Earthwork and Utilities Work
 Bid Package #32A: Paving & Stone Work
SUBCoNTrACTor PreQUALIFICATIoN:  All subcontractors must 

be pre-qualified prior to submission of the bid.  Pre-qualification forms can 
be obtained by contacting Phil Schmitt, Wurster Construction, 317-841-1000, 
pschmitt@wcci.com.  The completed pre-qualification forms with attachments 
shall be submitted to Phil Schmitt by 5:00pm Wednesday, February 28, 2024.  
Completed forms may be emailed to Phil Schmitt or a hard copy delivered to 
Wurster Construction’s  office (8463 Castlewood Drive) in a sealed envelope.   
Pre-qualified subcontractors will be notified of approval by 5:00pm on March 18, 
2024.

documents Prepared by:
 CSO
 8831 Keystone Crossing
 Indianapolis, In 46204
 Context Design
 5825 Lawton Loop E Drive
 Indianapolis, In 46216
 R.E. Dimond and Associates
 732 North Capital Avenue
 Indianapolis, IN  46204
Construction Manager as Constructor (CMc):
 Wurster Construction
 8463 Castlewood Drive
 Indianapolis, IN  46250
BId doCUMeNTS:  Interested Prime Bidders may purchase Bidding 

Documents at Eastern Engineering.  Documents are available as of January 19, 
2024.   Documents are available electronically by contacting:

 Phil Schmitt, Wurster Construction  pschmitt@wcci.com  
Documents will also be available from Eastern Engineering: 
 http://distribution.easternengineering.com/View/Default.aspx
Contact at Eastern Engineering is:
 Sean Keefe
 Email: sean.keefe@easternengineering.com / Office:  (317) 598-0661 ext. 313
Any questions concerning bidding this project, project completion, scheduling, 

project administration, etc. shall be directed to:
 Phil Schmitt, Wurster Construction  pschmitt@wcci.com  
BId doCUMeNTS - reVIeW: Construction will be in accordance with the 

bid documents, which may be viewed at the following locations, as well as local 
plan rooms:

1. Hamilton Southeastern Schools
 13485 Cumberland Road
 Fishers, IN 46038
2. Wurster Construction
 8463 Castlewood Drive
 Indianapolis, IN 46250
BId SeCUrITy:  Bids are required to include a Bid Security or Bid Bond or 

Certified Check.
PerForMANCe BoNd ANd PAyMeNT BoNd:  A Performance Bond 

and Payment Bond in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the Contract 
Amount may be required of the successful bidder.  Bidders will provide a cost for 
this bond on the bid form.   

e-VerIFy ANd BACKGroUNd CheCKS: The Contractor and 
subcontractors shall fully comply with all the E-Verify requirements set forth in 
Ind. Code 22-5-1.7. https://www.uscis.gov/e-verify and background checks.

SAFeTy:  All Contractors shall comply with OSHA and IOSHA rules and 
regulations regarding Safety for this project. Contractors safety manuals will be 
evaluated during the prequalification phase.

TAXeS, PerMITS, INSPeCTIoNS:  All Bids shall be submitted without 
inclusion in the bid price for the amounts, if any, of Indiana State Gross Retail and 
Use Tax (generally called the “Sales Tax”) for materials and properties that are 
to be purchased by the Bidder that will become a permanent part of the Project.  
Owner will provide a tax-exempt form. 
R3901 2/26/24, 3/4/24

— Fishers —

Meeting Notices
The Atlanta Town Council will 

hold a special meeting to discuss 
plans for the library at 4 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 7, 2024, at 100 
S. Walnut St., Atlanta.

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) 
The Hamilton County Council 
Highway Committee will meet 
to discuss highway projects at 2 
p.m. on Tuesday, March 5, 2024, 
at the Hamilton County Highway 
Department, 1700 S. 10th St., No-
blesville.

The Hamilton Southeastern 
Schools Board of Trustees and 
the City of Fishers will hold 
a joint meeting at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 14, 2024, in 
the board room at HSE Central 
Office, 13485 Cumberland Road, 
Fishers.

The Noblesville Schools Board 
of Trustees will meet in an execu-
tive session at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 5, 2024, at the Noblesville 
Schools Educational Services Cen-
ter, 18025 River Road, Noblesville, 
pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(11) 
To train school board members 
with an outside consultant and 
the performance of the role of the 
members as public officials.

The Noblesville Utilities Coun-
cil Committee will meet on the 
following dates in 2024. Meetings 
will be held at 1:30 p.m. in the ad-
ministration conference room at 
the Utility Office, 197 Washington 
St., Noblesville.

March 14
May 30
Aug. 15
Nov. 14

Richard D. Hadley
October 13, 1946 – February 18, 2024

Richard Hadley, 77, Bloomington, passed away on 
Sunday, February 18 at his home in 
Bloomington. He was born on Octo-
ber 13, 1946, to Maryanna (Cline) and 
Charles D. Hadley in Lebanon, Ind. He 
was raised in Boxley, Ind. along with 
five brothers and four sisters. 

Richard graduated from Sheridan 
High School in 1964. He would go on 
to serve honorably in the U.S. Navy 
on the USS Enterprise aircraft carrier 
during Vietnam. Later, Richard would 
spend his career in the airline indus-
try, working for Eastern Airlines and 
Ozark Airlines.

Richard was an Indiana basketball 
and football enthusiast. He also possessed a love of classic 
cars, his favorite being the Chevrolet Bel Air. He enjoyed the 
music of The Doors and Johnny Rivers. He was an avid bike 
rider and he loved the fresh air of the Appalachian Moun-
tains. Richard had a green thumb as well, loving to dabble 
in yard scaping and taking great pride in his detailed work.

Richard was preceded in death by his parents, brothers 
Charles, Jim, Michael and Steven, sister Janice, and late 
wife Wanetta. He is survived by his sisters Diana, Teresa, 
and Deborah; brother Jean Allen; his three children Eric, 
Kristin, and Bryan; and stepdaughters Angel and Rachel.

A private graveside service is planned at Boxley Cemetery.Karla Copp
August 10, 1987 – February 26, 2024

Karla Copp, 36, Noblesville, passed away on Monday, 
February 26, 2024. She was born on 
August 10, 1987, to Robert and Pamela 
(Johson) Copp in Noblesville.

Karla graduated from Noblesville 
High School in 2006 and Vincennes 
University with an associate’s degree in 
2015. She worked for Cirilla’s and the 
last five years for Meijer in Noblesville. 
Karla was a member of Noblesville 
First United Methodist Church. She re-

ally liked Harley Davidson motorcycles and was an Elvis 
Presley fan. Karla was a movie buff and loved St. Patrick’s 
Day and Christmas. Her favorite football team was the Mi-
ami Dolphins. Karla loved telling funny stories and making 
people laugh. She will be forever loved and dearly missed.

Karla is survived by her parents, Bob & Pam Copp; 
daughter, Audrey Jech & the Jech family; brother, Bobby 
(Ivy) Copp; sister, Nicole Copp; grandmother; Linda John-
son-Hall, uncles & aunts, Jim & Sue Copp and Rob & Tam-
my Mahon; nephew, Brandon Damron; several cousins; 
and her beloved dogs, Sandy & Harley.

She was preceded in death by her grandparents, Barb & 
Bob Copp, and Brad Johnson; and her uncles, Brad John-
son Jr. and Mark Johnson.

Visitation will be from 10 a.m. to noon, with services 
at noon, on Friday, March 1, 2024, at Randall & Roberts 
Funeral Center, 1685 Westfield Road, Noblesville. Pastor 
Jim Moon III will officiate.

Memorial contributions may be made to Humane Soci-
ety for Hamilton County, 10501 Hague Road, Fishers, IN 
46038 (hamiltonhumane.com); or St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105-
9959 (stjude.org).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Linda Bateman Gibbons
June 5, 1943 – February 23, 2024

Linda Bateman Gibbons, 80, Noblesville, passed away 
on Friday, February 23, 2024, at St. 
Vincent Hospital in Indianapolis. She 
was born on June 5, 1943, to William 
and Nancy (Young) Bateman in Zanes-
ville, Ohio.

Linda was a homemaker who was 
a voracious reader and enjoyed craft-
ing and sewing. She was a member 
of Noblesville First United Method-
ist Church where she was active with 

WIGS and the prayer quilt team. Linda volunteered at Riv-
erview Hospital for 25 years and was a member of the Riv-
erview Auxiliary Board. She loved spending time with her 
friends and loved her dog.

Linda is survived by her son, Stephen (Tracie) Gibbons 
Jr.; daughter, Kristen (David) Garber; and her grandchil-
dren, Maxwell Remley, Fletcher Remley, Lucy Garber, and 
Brooklyn Gibbons.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by 
her husband, Stephen Gibbons Sr.; and her daughter, Nancy 
Remley.

Visitation will be from 1 to 3 p.m., with services at 3 
p.m., on Saturday, March 2, 2024, at Noblesville First United 
Methodist Church, 2051 Monument St., Noblesville. Pastor 
Nicole Caldwell-Gross and Pastor Warren Otter will offici-
ate. Burial will be at Crownland Cemetery in Noblesville.

Memorial contributions may be made to Riverview 
Women’s Auxiliary, c/o Riverview Health Foundation, 
395 Westfield Road, Noblesville, IN 46060 (riverview.
org/foundation); or Noblesville First United Method-
ist Church, 2051 Monument St., Noblesville, IN 46060 
(noblesvillefirst.com).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Don Alan Meyers
February 24, 1930 – February 25, 2024

Don Alan Meyers, 94, Arcadia, passed away on Sun-
day, February 25, 2024, at Riverview 
Hospital. Don was born in Arcadia on 
February 24, 1930, to the late Wallace 
and Lois (Kemp) Meyers.

Don attended Walnut Grove High 
School and was a part of the graduating 
Class of 1948. Don was a hard work-
er and spent 30 years working for the 
United States Postal Service as a Letter 
Carrier. He was a member of the Scot-

tish Rite, and he was a lifetime Member of the Freemasons, 
currently under the Noblesville Masonic Lodge #57. Don 
was a simple man but had one of the kindest souls around, 
he could make anyone smile. He loved Purdue Basketball 
and all local Hamilton Heights sports. Don was also never 
too shy to attend a chili supper or chicken noodle dinner at 
one of the local churches.

Don is survived by his sister, Norma Meyers; niece-
in-law, Kim Meyers of Indianapolis; great-niece, Rebekah 
(Timothy) Orto of Indianapolis.

Don was preceded in death by his parents, Wallace & 
Lois Meyers; brother, Merrill Meyers; and niece, Mary Ann 
Meyers.

A time for visitation will be from 1 to 2 p.m. on Thurs-
day, February 29, 2024, at Hartley Funeral Home, 209 W. 
Jackson St., Cicero. A private family burial will immediate-
ly follow visitation at the Arcadia Brethren Cemetery.

Online condolences can be given at hartleyfuneral-
homes.com.

David Moore
May 26, 1951 – February 24, 2024

David Moore, 72, Sheridan, passed away on Saturday, 
February 24, 2024, at his home. He was 
born on May 26, 1951, to Lloyd and Dor-
othy (Poynter) Moore in Indianapolis.

David worked as a telecommunica-
tions specialist. He enjoyed westerns, 
reading, doing crosswords and fishing. 
David loved his dogs, Buddy and Har-
ley, and spending time with and help-
ing his friends.

He is survived by his daughter, Jen-
nifer Schroll; son, Chad (Betsy) Moore; grandson, Jacob 
Schroll; brother, Steve (Bonnie) Moore; as well as several 
nephews and nieces.

In addition to his parents, David was preceded in death by 
his wife, Barbara Ann Moore; and his brother, Doug Moore.

Visitation will be from 4 to 8 p.m. on Friday, March 1, 
2024, at Randall & Roberts Funeral Center, 1685 Westfield 
Road, Noblesville. Services will be held at noon with an ad-
ditional visitation beginning at 11 a.m., on Saturday, March 
2, 2024, at the funeral home. Rev. VJ Stover will officiate. 
Burial will be at Crown View Cemetery in Sheridan.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Humane 
Society for Hamilton County, 10501 Hague Road, Fishers, 
IN 46038 (hamiltonhumane.com).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Thanks for reading!

17555 WilloWvieW rd

Note:  The above notice was first published on February 26, 2024, with an 
incorrect opening date of March 7, 2024.  The public bid opening will take place 
on March 13, 2024, and pre-qualified subcontractors will be notified of approval by 
5:00pm on March 18, 2024.
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Oranna “Ann” Jean Winkler
March 12, 1965 – February 15, 2024

Oranna “Ann” Jean Winkler, 58, Cicero, passed away on 
Thursday, February 15, 2024, at her res-
idence.

She was born in Dover on March 
12, 1965, to the late William and Glo-
ria (Martin) Bailey.

On December 18, 1987, she mar-
ried Ray A. Winkler and shared 25 
years of marriage before his passing in 
August 2011.

Ann retired in 1997 as a Registered 
Nurse from the U.S. Navy. Her biggest 
joy in life came from being a mom to 
Ray and Barbara. She was a big football 
mom well known for always filming 
sporting events for her kids. With Ray Jr. 

playing football at Ball State, Ann and Ray loved to travel and 
watch him while he excelled at what he loved. When she and 
Ray were not traveling to watch Ray Jr., they liked to fish, 
travel, and spend time on the boat. Ann also enjoyed taking 
time to practice art, she loved to sketch. She was also very 
active in the community and enjoyed helping people any time 
she could. Those who knew Ann also knew her love for the 
holidays and the extent she would go to decorate or partici-
pate in the current holiday at that time of year. Her true joy 
came when she was able to spend time with her grandson, 
Ann loved spending time with her family.

Ann is survived by her son, Ray A. (Jessica) Winkler, Jr. 
of Plainfield, Ill.; stepdaughter, Barbara Winkler of Glen-
coe, Ill.; and grandson, Ray R. Winkler.

Ann was preceded in death by her parents, William & 
Gloria Jean Bailey, and her husband, Ray A. Winkler, Sr.

The family has entrusted Hartley Funeral Home – Cice-
ro Chapel with Ann’s cremation and will have a celebration 
of life at a later date.

Online condolences can be given at hartleyfuneral-
homes.com.
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TODAy’s BiBLE READinG
esau’s descendants

This is the account of the family line of Esau the 
father of the Edomites in the hill country of Seir.

These are the names of Esau’s sons:
Eliphaz, the son of Esau’s wife Adah, and Reuel, 

the son of Esau’s wife Basemath.
The sons of Eliphaz:
Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam and Kenaz.
Esau’s son Eliphaz also had a concubine 

named Timna, who bore him Amalek. These were 
grandsons of Esau’s wife Adah.

The sons of Reuel:
Nahath, Zerah, Shammah and Mizzah. These 

were grandsons of Esau’s wife Basemath.
The sons of Esau’s wife Oholibamah daughter 

of Anah and granddaughter of Zibeon, whom she 
bore to Esau:

Jeush, Jalam and Korah.
Genesis 36:9-14 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 600 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to
send obituaries to obits@readThereporter.com.
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Stunning 5BR, 4.5BA in Essex of Noblesville, custom 
designed with in-laws quarters on main level, kitchen with 

quartz, butler’s pantry, premium lot w/pond view, walk-
out basement, 3-car garage plus storage, a must-see to 
appreciate all this home has to offer. BLC#21949379

16698 Birdbrook Rd.
Noblesville • $589,900

Call Peggy 317.439.3258  
or Jennifer 317.695.6032

Your house  
could be here! 
Give us a call.

317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

18865 Wimbley Way
Noblesville • $289,900

This 3BR, 2BA  ranch is located in family friendly 
Fairfield Farms, huge great room w/doors leading to 
covered patio & fenced backyard, kitchen w/pantry, 

dining area & all appliances stay, new windows, water 
softener & HVAC in 2020, Fence, roof & gutters 2021. 

BLC#21949582

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com

SOLD!

SOLD!

10717 Upland Way
Noblesville • $349,900

Welcome to this lovely 4BR, 2.5BA home, kitchen 
with center island and newer SS appliances, 

spacious family room with gas fireplace, park-like 
backyard with maintenance-free deck, auto-
retractable awning, paver patio, basketball  
court and cute she shed. BLC#21949680

SOLD!

The end of winter 
means its time to get 
ready for the Spring 

selling season!

sharon J. Williams
september 12, 1939 – February 19, 2024

Sharon Joan (Fosnight) Williams, 84, Westfield, and 
formerly of Sheridan, died peacefully at 
home on Monday, February 19, 2024.

Sharon was born on September 12, 
1939, the daughter of Henry Fosnight and 
Madge (Alexander) Keeling. She attend-
ed Sheridan High School and graduated 
from Westfield High School as an adult 
in 1970.

On November 16, 1956, she was unit-
ed in marriage to James (Jim) Edward 

Williams.
Sharon worked in clerical positions at Public Service 

Indiana and Fort Benjamin Harrison; however, spent most 
of her career as a full-time homemaker raising her three 
children. She enjoyed traveling to California to visit her 
family with her husband, Jim, upon his retirement in 1992.

Sharon enjoyed family, reading, and was an amazing 
cook and seamstress. 

On November 7, 2008, Sharon lost the love of her life 
when Jim passed away after 51 years of marriage.

Sharon is survived by her three children: sons Steven 
Williams (Becky Boulds) of Bridgeport, Ill., and James 
Williams of Florissant, Mo., and daughter Elizabeth Rob-
erts-Kurtt (Timothy Kurtt) of St. Paul, Minn. She is also 
survived by a brother, Jerry Fosnight (Holly Stern) of Fair-
field, Calif.; nine grandchildren, Karen Garman (Kevin), 
Christina Miller (Otis), Rachel Tucker (Adam), Sarah Ad-
ams (Jonathon), Matthew Williams (Allison), Abigail Will-
liams (Joshua), Paul Williams, Emily Roberts, and Hannah 
Roberts; and 10 great-grandchildren, Noah and Natalie 
Garman, Baylee and Cecilia Miller, Benjamin and William 
Tucker, Aiden Fiore and EIi Adams, and Samuel and Zach-
ary Williams.

She is preceded in death by her parents, husband Jim, 
and sister Janet (Fosnight) Gates.

Graveside Funeral Services are planned for 10:30 a.m. 
on Friday, March 1, 2024, at Oak Hill Cemetery, 935 E. 
Washington St., Lebanon, Ind.

Myers Mortuary in Lebanon has been entrusted with 
her arrangements for burial.

Online condolences: MyersMortuary.com

All local, All the Time!  
readThereporter.com
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By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

NoBLeSVILLe – A 
fast start got Fishers into the 
Sectional 8 semifinals.

The Class 4A No. 1 Ti-
gers blasted out of the gate 
and carried that momen-
tum to a 54-41 victory over 
Carmel in the first round of 
sectional action at The Mill 
in Noblesville. Fishers will 
take on Hamilton South-
eastern in Friday’s second 
semifinal.

The Greyhounds, ranked 
No. 16 in the IBCA one-
class poll, had handed the 
Tigers their only loss of the 
season exactly one month 
ago (Jan. 27). Fishers junior 
JonAnthony Hall said his 
team was “so focused” as it 
was coming into the game.

“That’s all we worried 
about,” said Hall. “As soon 
as we beat North Central, 
we just attacked that film. 
We went over and over and 
over again like it was in-
grained in our head.”

That preparation showed 
itself in the first quarter. The 
Tigers scored the first 12 
points of the game: Hall start-
ed things with a layin, then 
Millen McCartney alternated 
two 3-pointers with a pair of 
Keenan Garner baskets.

Carmel worked its way 
back to 16-7 with an Alex 
Couto 3 and Ryan Cleveng-
er layin, but Fishers’ Justin 
Kirby answered that with 
a triple, and Parker Perdue 

finished the quarter with a 
pair of free throws, giving 
the Tigers a 21-7 lead.

“We talked all week 
about, they’re so disciplined, 
they’re so well-coached that 
if you get behind on them, 
it’s really hard to come 
back,” said Fishers coach 
Garrett Winegar. “We dealt 
with that last time, so we had 
a big focus on getting a great 
start. We had a lot of actions 
that we felt would be suc-
cessful that we really worked 
on and they worked for us.”

Carmel continued to 
press throughout the game, 
and a Ben Bremer triple got 

the ‘Hounds within 23-14 
in the second quarter. The 
Tigers answered that with 
a 7-0 run, led by a steal 
and dunk from Hall. Taden 

Metzger threw in a 3, and 
Nathan Baker’s layin gave 
Fishers a 30-14 lead.

Five points from Evan 
Harrell cut the Tigers’ ad-

vantage to 30-19 by half-
time, and Couto hit a jump-
er to open the second half.  
Fishers stayed in front, with 
Kirby scoring four points in 

the last minute of the quar-
ter to keep the Tigers ahead 
40-27.
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Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

CURRENT REAL ESTATE
CENTRAL INDIANA STATISTICS FROM THE 16-COUNTY REGION

JANUARY 2024

What’s your Real 
Estate Story? Born, 
raised and still living 
in Hamilton County, 
it is Dani’s goal 
to help you reach 
yours! Talk to Dani 
today for all your real 
estate needs. She 
knows this area and 
wants to help you 
with your story!

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

97
More Homes 

For Sale
11/22 vs. 11/23

6.7%
Price Decrease

11/22 vs. 11/23

TOP COUNTIES
Jennings Sales Up 66.7%

Bartholomew Sales Up 3.2%

Shelby Sales 0.0%

“ The average home sale price has actually decreased since this time last year, and mortgage interest rates are 
down slightly, creating a steady market,” said Jim Litten, president of F.C. Tucker Company. “While some may be 
hesitant to purchase a home during the holiday season, the majority of central Indiana counties saw increases in 
available housing inventory in November, providing a greater selection of homes for buyers to choose from.”

November 2023 
Average Sale Price

$290,020
compared to this t ime last year

Sales Decreased   
November pended home sales  
compared to this time last year

11.5%

Months of Inventory 
Increased   

15.3%
11/22 vs. 11/23

Interest Rates 
30-Year Fixed   

7.375%
 With an APR 

of 7.486%

THIS MONTH IN REAL ESTATE
CENTRAL INDIANA STATISTICS FROM THE 16-COUNTY REGION

NOVEMBER 2023

FAIR HOUSING
CASES
Total– 9
Rental– 9
Sales– 0
Other– 0

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.comF.C. TUCKER 

COMPANY 317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com   |   DaniRobinsonHomes.com

TOP COUNTIES
Decatur Sales Up 100%
Putnam Sales Up 82.6%
Bartholomew Sales Up 19.7%

FAIR 
HOUSING
CASES
Total– 7
Rental– 6
Sales– 1
Other– 0

55
More Homes  

For Sale
1/23 vs. 1/24

6.6%
Price Increase

1/23 vs. 1/24

January 2024 
Average Sale Price

$326,978
compared to this t ime last year

Sales Decreased   
January pended home sales  

compared to this time last year

4.8%

Months of Inventory Increased   

1.6%
1/23 vs. 1/24

Interest Rates 
30-Year Fixed   

6.875%
 With an APR 

of 7.037%

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, hamilton heights, hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Sheridan, University, Westfield

reporter Sports Wednesday
Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

NoBLeSVILLe – Ev-
erybody did their job for the 
Millers on Tuesday night.

The Noblesville boys 
basketball team opened 
play at Class 4A Sectional 
8 with a convincing 67-49 
win over Zionsville at The 
Mill. The No. 2-ranked 
Millers broke away from 
the Eagles after a tight first 
quarter and used great bal-
ance to easily advance to 
Friday night’s first section-
al semifinal game.

“It’s a nice luxury that 
we do have that depth and 
balance,” said Noblesville 
coach Scott McClelland. 
“We’ve seen it this year 
over and over.”

The Millers only trailed 
once in the game, down 3-2 
in the first quarter. Baron 
Walker, who scored No-
blesville’s first basket, got 
his team on top with two 
free throws, then Aiden 
Brewer made a layin for a 
6-3 lead.

Zionsville tied the game 
on a 3-pointer, the first of 
four ties during the opening 
period. Walker stepped up 
again at the end of the quar-
ter, with a layin to give the 
Millers a 15-13 lead.

Noblesville started the 
second quarter with a 9-0 
spurt, with four different 
players contributing to the 
run. Aaron Fine’s jumper 

finished the run and put 
the Millers ahead 24-13. 
Fine later drained a 3, and 
Noblesville led by double 
digits for the remainder of 
the game.

The Millers were up 
30-18 at halftime. Walk-
er opened the second half 
with a triple, the first of 23 
points in the third quarter. 
Noblesville put its depth 
on display again during 
that period, as six players 
scored. Fine and TJ David-
son also hit 3s.

In the fourth quarter, 
the Millers made a final 8-0 
run that led to their largest 
lead of the game at 67-41. 
Walston, Davidson and 
Fine all made layins, while 
Justin Curry threw down a 
dunk. Walston and Curry’s 
baskets moved them into 
double digits, something 
that Fine and Walker had 
already done by then.

Fine finished the game 
with 18 points. Walston, 
Walker and Curry all scored 
11, with Walston dishing 
out four assists. Noblesville 
had balanced rebounding 
as well: Walston finished 
with eight, Will Smits col-
lected six and Fine, Curry 
and Brewer all pulled four.

“We just got great 
dudes,” said McClelland. 
“We got really good guys 
that are unselfish. It’s a re-
ally nice luxury knowing 
that everybody just wants 
to get the win.”

McClelland also gave 
recognition to Luke Etchi-
son, who helped out in 
practice by playing the role 
of Zionsville’s Maguire 

Mitchell, one of the Eagles’ 
best players. 

“He just gave us a great 
look and he made our team 
better,” said McClelland.

“That’s a huge compli-
ment,” said Etchison. “And 
honestly, I’m just glad I 
could help the team. It was 
so being Maguire this week 

and just playing ball.”
Noblesville improved 

to 21-2 and plays No. 3 
Westfield in the first semi-
final at 6 p.m. Friday.

NOBLESVILLE 67, ZIONSVILLE 49
Noblesville FG FT TP PF
Hunter Walston 5-8 1-2 11 0
Justin Curry 4-9 3-3 11 2
Aiden Brewer 3-4 2-2 8 4
Baron Walker 4-6 2-2 11 3
Aaron Fine 8-14 0-2 18 3
TJ Davidson 2-2 0-0 5 0
Will Smits 1-2 0-0 2 3
Ryan Vetor 0-0 1-2 1 1
Adam Fine 0-0 0-0 0 0
Max Miller 0-0 0-0 0 0
Luke Etchison 0-0 0-0 0 0
Totals 27-45 9-13 67 16

Score by Quarters
Zionsville 13 5 15 16 – 49
Noblesville 15 15 23 14 – 67
Noblesville 3-point shooting (4-13) Aa. Fine 2-5, Walker 1-3, 
Davidson 1-1, Curry 0-3, Walston 0-1.
Noblesville rebounds (26) Walston 8, Smits 6, Aa. Fine 4, Curry 4, 
Brewer 4.

Photo by Joshua Herd
Noblesville’s Hunter Walston was one of four 
Millers in double figures during their 67-49 
sectional win over Zionsville Tuesday at The Mill. 
Walston scored 11 points, pulled eight rebounds 
and dished out four assists.

Basketball

Millers waste no time beating
Zionsville in sectional opener

Photos by Joshua Herd
(Above left) Fishers’ JonAnthony Hall scored 10 points for the Tigers during their Sectional 8 win over Carmel in Tuesday’s first 
round. Hall was one of nine Fishers players that scored in the game. (Above right) Carmel’s Ryan Clevenger was one of the seniors 
on the Greyhounds team. Coach Ryan Osborn said his seniors were “incredible” all season on how they responded to challenges.

See Move . . . Page 12

Tigers get moving early, gain spot in sectional semifinals

Photo by Joshua Herd
Noblesville coach Scott McClelland directs his 
team during the Millers’ victory.
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 • Family Law 
• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 

• Guardianship 
• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

Rank School  Points Record
1 Fishers (20) 438 22-1
2 Noblesville 407 20-2
3 Westfield 394 19-2
4 Kokomo 364 22-3
5 Lawrence North 357 21-3
6 Greenfield-Central (2) 317 22-0
7 Cathedral 285 17-5
8 Brownstown Central 271 21-4
9 Crispus Attucks 265 18-6
10 Ben Davis 256 17-5
11 South Bend Riley 155 20-4
12 Richmond 154 20-4
13 Center Grove 152 17-4
14 Tipton 130 21-2
15 New Palestine 126 19-5
16 Carmel 123 12-10
17 Evansville Harrison 98 18-4
18 Lake Central 79 18-3
19 Brebeuf Jesuit 66 16-5
20 Terre Haute North 30 21-3

First place votes are in parentheses.

Other schools receiving votes, with records
Anderson (18-5), Barr-Reeve (20-2), Bellmont (20-4), Brownsburg 
(13-11), Concord (17-4), Crown Point (16-5), Danville (18-3), East 
Chicago Central (19-4), Evansville Christian School (21-2), Fort 
Wayne Bishop Luers (18-5), Fort Wayne Wayne (18-3), Franklin 
Community 16-4), Hamilton Southeastern (15-9), Jeffersonville (15-
7), Mount Vernon (15-8), Scottsburg (18-5), Seymour (18-4), Wapah-
ani (20-2), Warren Central (13-10).

IBCA boys basketball
poll – Week of Feb. 25

Golden Eagles cruise past Herron, 
advance to sectional semifinal

By CRAIG ADKINS
For The Reporter

NoBLeSVILLe – It 
didn’t take long for Guer-
in Catholic to get into a 
groove in its sectional 
opener. Few mistakes and 
continuity on both ends of 
the floor helped consider-
ably.

The Golden Eagles 
jumped out early and were 
never forced to look back 
on their way to a 78-17 first 
round sectional win over 
Herron.

Guerin burst out 9-0 in 
the first 90 seconds-plus, 
forcing the Achaens to burn 
their first timeout. Rob-
ert Sorensen scored the 
first points when caught 
the opening tip and then 
knocked down a three for 
a 5-0 lead just 1:13 into the 
contest. Bryson Cardinal 
scored the next six on two 
field goals and a pair of free 
throws for the nine-point 
cushion. 

“Look, I know it’s our 
home gym and I know it’s 
a place we’re accustomed 
to, but still, it felt different 
tonight,” Guerin Catholic 
head coach Bob Allen said. 
“It just does. It does every 
single year.”

The starters took full 
advantage of the situations 
Herron presented and it 
allowed them to pose their 
will. 

“It’s finally nice to see 
our starting five out there 
all healthy and ready to 
go at the right time,” Allen 
continued. “It’s been long 
overdue for us this year and 
we were very confident in 
what we did this evening. 
We’re very confident in 
our preparation in what we 
have going on going for-
ward. 

From that point, the 
hosts went on a 21-2 run 
to end the first with a 30-4 
lead.

“We talked about it all 
year. When the opportuni-
ty presents itself, you don’t 
play the scoreboard, you 
don’t play what’s going on. 
You try and do what we’ve 
been preaching all year and 
I thought our guys did that 
for the most part,” Allen 
stated.

GC kept its feet on the 
gas pedal in the second, ex-
panding their wide margin 
to a halftime score of 55-
11. 

Guerin’s bench contin-
ued to produce in the sec-
ond half. They outscored 
the Achaeans 12-4 in the 
third, pushing the lead out 
to 67-15.

With a comfortable lead 
throughout the game, the 
Guerin coaching staff was 
able to go pretty far down 
the bench to rotate players 
in. Multiple players logged 
double-digit minutes, al-
lowing the Golden Eagles 
to work on and iron out 
some things heading into 
Friday’s semifinal.

“I thought our guys put 
in some great minutes, just 
to get their feet wet and feel 
comfortable with the atmo-
sphere,” Allen commented 
on his bench’s play.

The fourth would be 
similar to the third with GC 
scoring 11 to Herron’s two, 
turning out the final score 
of 78-17.

The Golden Eagle start-
ers were able to save some 
energy for Friday’s game. 
Aside from a majority of 
the first and some of the 
second, none of the starting 
five played more than nine 
minutes, allowing depth to 
play a huge role.

Balanced scoring and 
consistency on both ends of 
the floor helped Guerin do 
a lot of things well. They 
shot 60 percent from the 
floor, making 30-of-50, but 
more importantly they had 
20 assists on those 30 made 
field goals. Knocking down 
9-for-16 from outside-the-
arc proved to be another 
dagger that kept Herron at 
a distance.

“It’s one of those things 
where, if you look at our 
stats for the year, we don’t 
have one guy scoring 20 
something points a night,” 
Allen said. “Who’s taking 
advantage of the right op-
portunities when they’re 
there. That’s kind of what 
our team’s done all year 
and what we’re all about.”

Sorensen led with 15 
points on 6-of-7 shoot-
ing, including 3-for-3 on 
three-pointers. Nik Balmuri 
came off the bench with 11 
points, also knocking down 
all three of his outside 

shots. Cardinal, Malcolm 
Houze and Jake Grissom 
all chipped in eight.

Guerin Catholic (18-7) 
moves on to the Class 3A 
Sectional 27 semifinal on 
Friday against fellow Cir-
cle City Conference foe 
Bishop Chatard (9-12) at 6 
p.m.

“I think with Chatard, 
it’s one of those things 
where their coaches have 
them prepared. They’re a 
physical team. They com-
pete hard. We had a tight 
game with them earlier this 
year at their place,” Allen 
said on playing Chatard.

Guerin won at Chatard 
in their CCC matchup on 
January 5, 56-52. 

“We’ve obviously made 
some changes and so have 
they. We’re excited for the 
opportunity to play great 
teams. We’re going to en-
joy this evening a little 
bit and we’re going to get 
locked in on Chatard start-
ing tomorrow,” Allen said.

GUEIRN CATHOLIC 78, HERRON 17
Guerin catholic FG FT TP PF
Jack Cherry 1-2 0-0 2 0
Robert Sorensen 6-7 0-0 15 0
Andy Caron 2-3 0-0 4 0
Dylan Murans 1-1 3-3 5 0
Bryson Cardinal 3-7 2-3 8 1
Julian Melendez 3-5 0-1 6 0
Hayden Rodgers 1-2 2-2 5 1
Ben Grissom 0-4 0-0 0 0
Jake Grissom 3-7 2-2 8 1
Ryne Paris 3-4 0-0 6 2
Nik Balmuri 4-4 3-3 11 1
Malcolm Houze 3-4 0-0 8 0
Totals 30-50 10-14 78 6

Score by Quarters
Guerin catholic 30 25 12 11 – 78
Herron 4 7 4 2 – 17
Guerin Catholic 3-point shooting (9-16) Sorensen 3-3, Balmuri 3-3, 
Houze 2-3, Rodgers 1-2, B. Grissom 0-2, Cherry 0-1, Caron 0-1, 
Cardinal 0-1.
Guerin Catholic rebounds (35) Melendez 8, Caron 4, Rodgers 
4, Cardinal 3, Cherry 2, Sorensen 2, B. Grissom 2, Paris 2, J. Gris-
som 2, Houze 1, Balmuri 1, Murans 1, team 3.

Basketball

Carmel made a 6-0 run 
during the early part of the 
fourth quarter to get within 
43-35; Aidan Dickerson, Evan 
Harrell and Couto all made 
baskets. Hall ended the run 
with a layin, and Fishers kept 
its lead around 10 points for 
the game’s final two minutes. 

All nine Tigers play-
ers scored, led by Hall’s 10 
points. Metzger and McCa-
rtney both had eight points. 
Garner finished with four 
points, but was effective pass-
ing the ball with six assists.

“He did a really great 
job on making extra passes 
to open guys for shots,” said 
Hall.

“That’s his lowest-scor-
ing game of his career and I 
think he dominated the game. 
I really do,” said Winegar. 

“The way he passed, he made 
the right read every time.”

Couto scored 13 points 
for Carmel, with Harrell 
adding 11 points and five re-
bounds. Clevenger made four 
steals for the Greyhounds, 
who finished 12-11 but 8-2 
for their last 10 games.

“I think the response from 
our team is indicative of the 
season,” said Carmel coach 
Ryan Osborn. “They didn’t 
back down, they didn’t stop 
fighting. They didn’t stop 
believing. And I give all the 
credit to our seniors. Our se-
niors all season were incredi-
ble in how they responded to 
challenges.”

Fishers is 23-1 and will 
play the Royals in the second 
Friday semifinal, which will 
start around 7:30 p.m.

FISHERS 54, CARMEL 41
carmel FG FT TP PF
Alex Couto 5-17 2-4 13 0
Ryan Clevenger 2-7 1-2 5 5
Aidan Dickerson 1-2 2-2 4 2
Ben Bremer 1-5 1-3 4 3
Evan Harrell 5-5 1-1 11 3
Quinn Murphy 0-0 0-0 0 2
Mitchell Mulloy 1-2 0-0 2 0
Max Winders 1-2 0-0 2 2
Jamie Whack 0-0 0-0 0 0
Totals 16-40 7-12 41 17
Carmel 3-point shooting (2-13) Couto 1-9, Bremer 1-4.
Carmel rebounds (20) Harrell 5, Dickerson 4, Couto 3, Mulloy 3, 
Winders 2, Clevenger 1, Murphy 1, Bremer 1.

Fishers FG FT TP PF
Taden Metzger 2-5 2-2 8 0
Millen McCartney 3-4 0-0 8 1
Cooper Zachary 1-5 4-7 7 3
JonAnthony Hall 5-5 0-2 10 5
Keenan Garner 2-2 0-0 4 5
Jason Gardner Jr. 0-0 2-5 2 1
Justin Kirby 2-3 2-3 7 0
Parker Perdue 0-0 2-2 2 2
Nathan Baker 2-2 2-2 6 0
Totals 17-26 14-23 54 17
Fishers 3-point shooting (6-13) Metzger 2-4, McCartney 2-3, 
Zachary 1-4, Kirby 1-2.
Fishers rebounds (16) Metzger 3, Zachary 3, Garner 3, Kirby 2, 
Hall 2, Baker 2, Gardner Jr. 1.

Score by Quarters
carmel 7 12 8 14 – 41
Fishers 21 9 10 14 – 54

Move
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sPorTs sChedUle
Wednesday, Feb. 28

BOYS BASKETBALL
Sectional 24 at New Castle

New Castle vs. Jay County, 6 p.m.
Frankton vs. Delta, 7:30 p.m.

TRACK AND FIELD
Guerin Catholic girls at Bloomington North HSR 

Qualifier #1, 6 p.m. at Indiana University

Friday, March 1
BOYS BASKETBALL

Sectional 8 at Noblesville
Westfield vs. Noblesville, 6 p.m.

Hamilton Southeastern vs. Fishers, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 24 at New Castle

Hamilton Heights vs. Yorktown, 6 p.m.
New Castle-Jay County winner vs. 
Frankton-Delta winner, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 27 at Guerin Catholic

Bishop Chatard vs. Guerin Catholic, 6 p.m.
Heritage Christian vs. Brebeuf Jesuit, 7:30 p.m.

Sectional 43 at Sheridan
University vs. Sheridan, 6 p.m.

Park Tudor vs. Covenant Christian, 7:30 p.m.
GYMNASTICS

Noblesville at Franklin Central regional, 6:30 p.m.
TRACK AND FIELD

Westfield at Indiana Wesleyan HSR Qualifier, 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 2
BOYS BASKETBALL

Sectional 8 at Noblesville
Championship, 7 p.m.

Sectional 24 at New Castle
Championship, 7:30 p.m.

Sectional 27 at Guerin Catholic
Championship, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 43 at Sheridan
Championship, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS LACROSSE
Guerin Catholic at Evansville North, 11 a.m.
Kings (Ohio) at Hamilton Southeastern, noon

Carmel at Louisville Sacred Heart Academy, 1 p.m.
Guerin Catholic at Evansville Memorial, 2:15 p.m.

Brebeuf Jesuit at Hamilton Southeastern, 4 p.m.
GYMNASTICS

Guerin Catholic, Westfield at Valparaiso regional, 1 p.m.
TRACK AND FIELD

Carmel, Hamilton Heights, Noblesville, Westfield at 
Indiana Wesleyan HSR Qualifier, 10 a.m.

Guerin Catholic at Providence Cristo Rey HSR Qualifier, 10 a.m.
University at University of Indianapolis HSR Qualifier, 10 a.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

Submitted by IMS
The countdown to the 

108th Indianapolis 500 pre-
sented by Gainbridge shift-
ed into even higher gear 
Monday, Feb. 26, which 
marks 90 days until Race 
Day, with milk and stirring 
words from 2023 race win-
ner Josef Newgarden.

In celebration of basket-
ball’s biggest stage calling 
Indy home for the 2024 
NBA All-Star Weekend on 
Feb. 16-18, Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway President 
J. Douglas Boles (photo, 
right) initiated a toast – us-
ing milk, of course – and 
presented Pacers Sports & 
Entertainment CEO Rick 
Fuson (photo, left) with an 
exclusive Indy 500 milk 
bottle during ceremonies 
Feb. 26.

“2024 is a big year 
for sports in Indianapolis 
– from the NBA All-Star 
Weekend to the 108th Indi-
anapolis 500 and the USA 
Swimming 2024 Olympic 
Trials – no one hosts the 
biggest sporting events in 
the world like Indy,” Boles 
said. “Our fans bring this 
city to life and embrace 
countdown moments with 
enthusiasm and excitement. 
The countdown is on, and 

we can’t wait to celebrate 
May.”

Five hundred exclu-
sively numbered milk 
bottles will be presented 
to celebrities, community 
leaders, partners and fans 
in the lead-up to the green 
flag for the Indy 500. Bottle 
number one was presented 
to Fuson in Bicentennial 
Unity Plaza to launch the 
countdown toward Race 
Day, Sunday, May 26.

As part of today’s cele-
bration, the 2024 Indy 500 
marketing campaign video 
also was premiered live.

Click here to see the 
“May is Yours” video.

Narrated by Newgarden 
as he sits in the empty 
grandstands across from 
the Yard of Bricks at IMS, 
the 60-second extended 
spot promotes the “This 
is May” campaign for this 
year’s race and was created 
by Penske Entertainment.

While “This is May” 
celebrates the always epic 
and unique experiences 
that make May a tradi-
tion for many, May truly 
belongs to the fans. No 
winner celebration bet-
ter showcases that magic 
than Newgarden’s climb 
through the fence to join 

the fans after he crossed the 
Yard of Bricks and earned 
his first Indianapolis 500 
victory May 28, 2023. May 
is Ours. May is Yours. This 
is May.

The extended ad spot, 
which captures the story 
and distills the passion of 
Indy 500 fans, also will be 
posted on IMS social chan-
nels, the IMS youTube 
channel and IMS.com 
for viewing and sharing. A 
30-second version can be 
seen on local broadcast af-
filiates and cable television 
throughout Central Indiana.

Tickets are on sale at 
IMS.com for the 108th 
Indianapolis 500 present-
ed by Gainbridge, Sonsio 
Grand Prix and all Month 
of May activities.

Photo provided

Countdown to 108th Indy 500 accelerates
New ‘This Is May’ campaign video featuring Newgarden narration unveiled

Paul Poteet . . .
Your hometown Weatherman!

Photo courtesy Landon Denison, NHS Shadow Yearbook
Noblesville’s Grayson Owens has committed to play football at the University of Saint Francis. 
(Front row, from left) Jessica Owens (mother), Grayson Owens, and Jared Owens (father). (Back 
row, from left) Jason Shonkwiler (Noblesville Football Assistant), Adam Metzler (Noblesville 
Football Assistant), Eleanor Owens (sister), Colin Jasper (Noblesville Football Assistant), Joseph 
Sero (Noblesville Football Assistant), and Dave Sharpe (Noblesville Football Head Coach).

Noblesville’s Owens commits
to University of Saint Francis
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