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TodAy’S WeATher
Today: Mostly sunny.
Tonight: Clouding up.

Snow showers overnight,
with a dusting possible.
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VisitHamiltonCounty.com/EclipseSee page A5

Make your
surroundings

uplifting at work

AMY SHANKLAND
Perfectly Imperfect

COLUMNISTIf you have an of-
fice, cubicle, desk, 
corner, or some little 
world inside your com-
pany that is your very 
own, you can make 
that space as uplift-
ing as possible. If you 
spend a lot of time in 
a vehicle for your job, 
you can transform it 
into a pleasant atmo-
sphere. It makes a big difference in your 
mood and energy.

Keep your area organized and declut-
tered. A good feng shui practice is to make 
certain 50 percent of your desk or work-
space is clear. An atmosphere of chaos 
makes it difficult to be productive. 

Face a door or other opening if possi-
ble. However, you may not have that op-
tion. Perhaps you're in a cubicle or you have 
shared desk space. You can still take some 
steps to brighten up your environment.

I recommend reading through Cube 
Chic by Kelley L. Moore, available on Am-
azon. This fun book can help you transform 
those three gray walls into something you'll 
look forward to working in.

Sarah Ban Breathnach, author of the 
New York Times bestseller Simple Abun-
dance, talks about how we need to create 
brief daily rituals to help us feel calm and 
ready to tackle or end the day. She suggests 
setting aside 10 minutes each day before it 
officially begins to enjoy a cup of coffee, tea, 
cocoa, etc. Breathnach recommends ending 
the day by straightening up our desks and 
reviewing the next day’s agenda. 

CSO to hold Women’s History Month performance 
& panel discussions at Carmel Clay Public Library
The REPORTER

As part of Women’s History 
Month, the Carmel Symphony 
Orchestra (CSO) and the Car-
mel Clay Public Library Foun-
dation are teaming up to present 
two events designed to explore 
how to improve the quality of 
life in the arts and corporate 
world for women.

On March 3, the discus-
sion will focus on “Navigating 
Mental Health and Valuing Self-
care in the Arts and Corporate 
World.” On March 17, the topic 
is “Preparing for Competition 
and Handling Pressure and Pas-
sion in our work: Perspectives 
from Female Musicians and 
Community Leaders.”

Both events will take place 

from 2 to 3:30 p.m. in the li-
brary’s Community Room. 
They are free and open to the 
public, but registration is re-
quired. Register online at 
carmelclaylibrary.org.

Each event will include brief 
opening remarks, a 30-minute 
performance and talk by CCO 
musicians featuring works by 
female classical composers, and 
a 45-minute panel discussion 
moderated by CSO Executive 
Director Anne Marie Chastain.

The March 3 event will 
feature opening remarks by 
Dr. Jamia Jacobsen, owner of 
American Behavioral Counsel-
ing, LLC followed by the CSO 
string quartet playing selections 
by Gabriela Lena Frank, Fan-

ny Mendelssohn, and Florence 
Price. The panel discussion will 
include Dr. Jacobsen; new Car-
mel City Council member Anita 
Joshi; Wendy Horn, Vice Presi-
dent Business Development for 
Community Health Network; 
writer Sandra Hurt; and CSO 
concertmaster violinist Manami 
White.

The March 17 event will 
begin with opening remarks by 
Carmel Mayor Sue Finkam, fol-
lowed by the CSO woodwind 
quintet performing the music of 
Valerie Coleman, Amy Beach, 
and Florence Price. Panelists 

for this event will be Mayor 
Finkam; Rachel Cohen, Direc-
tor Peter Rabbit Nursery; attor-
ney Suzette Bewley; conductor 
Rebecca Tong; and CSO bas-
soonist Kara Stolle.

“Some of the questions 
we’re going to tackle include 
how we handle the struggles 

Duke Energy supports Hamilton County first
responders with $10,000 preparedness grant

The REPORTER
First responders across Indi-

ana, including local police, fire, 
and emergency management 
agencies (EMAs), will benefit 
from more than $200,000 in 
grants from the Duke Energy 
Foundation. The funding will 
help public safety agencies in-
crease their response capabili-
ties during severe weather and 
other emergencies through ad-
vanced preparation, planning, 
equipment and training.

Locally, $10,000 was 
awarded to Hamilton County 
EMA to enhance community 
outreach and preparedness ed-
ucation.

“Preparing local commu-
nities to respond to severe 
weather impacts is key to 
keeping our region resilient,” 
said Mark LaBarr, govern-
ment and community rela-
tions manager at Duke Ener-

gy. “As the spring 
and summer storm 
season approaches, 
these grant funds 
will help enhance 
the Hamilton Coun-
ty Emergency Man-
agement Agency’s 
community outreach 
programs and pre-
paredness education 
to keep families stay 
safe when severe 
weather strikes.”

During major 
emergencies and nat-
ural disasters, local 
emergency manage-
ment agencies play 
a critical role in pro-
viding information, 
resources and support 
that Duke Energy relies on to 
speed power restoration for its 
customers.

“When severe weather 

strikes, we rely on 
strong partnerships 
with local emergen-
cy management and 
law enforcement 
agencies to effec-
tively respond and 
restore power in 
affected communi-
ties,” Duke Energy 
Indiana President 
Stan Pinegar said. 

“These grants will help give 
first responders the tools and 
training they need to respond 
to any emergency.”

About the Duke 
Energy Foundation

The Duke Energy Foun-
dation provides philanthropic 
support to meet the needs of 
communities where Duke En-
ergy customers live and work. 
The Foundation contributes 
more than $2 million annual-
ly in charitable gifts to Indiana 
and is funded by Duke Energy 
shareholder dollars. More in-
formation about the Foundation 
and its Powerful Communities 
program can be found at duke- 
energy.com/Foundation.

LaBarr

Pinegar

Photos provided by Fishers Department of Fire & Emergency Services
(LEFT) Battalion Chief Adam Lee and FF Medic Kevin Brolsma, who was named Firefighter of the Year. 
(RIGHT) Battalion Chief Adam Lee and Lt. Danny Ebbert, who received the Roy Holland Officer of the Year Award.

The REPORTER
Fishers Department of Fire 

and Emergency Services has 
announced the award recipients 
from the 2023 Awards Ceremo-
ny held on Feb. 17 at Heartland 
Church in Fishers.

This annual ceremony hon-
ors the men and women of the 
department for their bravery, 
dedication, and outstanding ser-
vice as firefighters, EMS, com-
munity risk reduction, and sup-
port staff.

Community Risk Reduction 

Specialist Ashley Heckly em-
ceed the afternoon event with 
Fishers City Councilor Cecilia 
Coble presenting the Oath of 
Office to recently promoted of-
ficers, and department Chaplain 
Gary Stump offering Invocation 
and Benediction. The depart-
ment’s Honor Guard presented 
colors, supported by the music 
of the Indianapolis Public Safe-
ty Pipes and Drums.

Chief’s Medal
• Captain Neil Sullivan
• FF Ron Stolz

Roy Holland 
Officer of the Year

• Lt. Danny Ebbert
Firefighter of the Year
• FF Kevin Brolsma
Rookie of the Year

• FF Chris Jessee
Jeannie Clark EMS 
Provider of the Year
• FF/Paramedic Joe Goad
Recent Promotions 
and Badge Pinning

• Battalion Chief Michael Zajdel
• Battalion Chief Adam Lee
• Battalion Chief Hugo Wans

• Lt. Chad Mohr
• Lt. John Hinton

Retirees
• FF Travis Sichting
• EMS Division Chief Steve 

Davison
• Lt. David Gillespie
• FF William Crew

20 Year Service Award
• Lt. Marty Devine
• Lt. Leann Foster
• FF Seth Johnson
• Captain Todd Rielage

Fishers Fire names officers of 
the year & hands out awards

See Awards . . . Page 2

See History . . . Page 2

HSE Schools 
prepares to new 
superintendent

By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Hamilton Southeastern Schools 
leaders later this month are expected 
to appoint a new leader who retired in 
2023 from a Marion County school 
district.

Patrick Mapes 
retired in spring 
2023 from Perry 
Township Schools 
in Indianapolis as 
the district strug-
gled with finding 
enough bus drivers 
and the elimination 
of the Perry Town-
ship School Choice program, which 
had frustrated families. The district 
switched to intradistrict school trans-
fers, which required transfer students to 
provide their own transportation.

Mapes began at Perry Township 
Schools in fall 2016 after serving as an 
associate superintendent in the district. 
he visited News 8’s “daybreak” in 
August 2022 to talk in advance of a 
new school year.

A news release issued Thursday 
afternoon from Fishers-headquar-
tered Hamilton Southeastern Schools 
said, “Prior to leading Perry Township 
Schools, Mr. Mapes was chairman of 
the Indiana Education Employment 
Relations Board and spent nearly 15 
years serving in various capacities, 
including superintendent, within Del-
aware Community Schools in Mun-
cie, Indiana. He was also the assistant 
superintendent of public instruction at 
the Indiana Department of Education 
for three years and was selected to join 
the U.S. Department of Education as 
the regional advisory chairperson on 

Mapes

See Superintendent . . . Page 2

See Uplifting . . . Page 2
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Fishers Fire Foundation 
Scholarship Award

• Annelise Hiner
• McKinley Underhill
Newly Certified Paramedics

• Thomas Ford
• Kurt Globerger
• Andrew Thomas

• Quinton Camp
Civilian of the Year

• James Knowles from the Fishers De-
partment of Public Works

Public Service Award
• Lt. William Ortiz

Safety and Training Award
• FF Greg Morlen

• FF Matt Rambo
Pear Leadership Commendation

• A Shift: FF Seth Johnson
• B Shift: FF Matt Rambo
• C Shift: FF Michael Schroll

Meritorious Unit Commendation
• #1: C Shift, Engine 394, Medic 394, 

EDO 309

• #2: B Shift, Engine 393, Ladder 393, 
Medic 391, Medic 394, Safety 309, Battal-
ion 309, Tac 391, EDO 309

• #3: B Shift, Engine 392, Ladder 392, 
Medic 394

The presentation was livestreamed at 
heartlandchurch.com/live, and you can 
rewatch the ceremony at that link.

Awards
from Page 1

Photos provided by Fishers Department of Fire & Emergency Services
(LEFT) Battalion Chief Michael Zajdel and FF Chris Jessee, who was named Rookie of the Year. (CENTER) Chief Orusa and FF Ron Stolz, who was given 
the Chief’s Award. (RIGHT) EMS Captain Steve Delwey and FF Medic Joe Goad, who received the Jeannie Clark EMS Provider of the Year Award.

education issues. While he 
leads HSE, Mr. Mapes will 
also continue to serve the 
state as an appointee to the 
Indiana State Board of Edu-
cation, which oversees K-12 
education policymaking in 
Indiana.”

At 7:30 a.m. today, Feb. 
23, the Hamilton Southeast-
ern School Board will meet 
to approve a short four-day 
contract so Mapes can spend 
time with students, teachers, 

and other stakeholders as he 
prepares to take the helm of 
our district.

At 6 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Feb. 28, the board will 
have a special meeting at 
the Hamilton Southeastern 
Administration Building, 
13485 Cumberland Road, to 
consider approval of a con-
tract for Mapes.

The news release did not 
provide any details about 
the contract.

According to Indiana 
Department of Education 
figures posted online, Hamil-
ton Southeastern Schools has 
more than 21,000 students, 
and Perry Township has 
more than 16,000 students.

Mapes’ wife, Jacinda, 
and their children say they 
plan to move from their 
house on the south side of 
Indianapolis to a home in 
the Hamilton Southeastern 
Schools district.

She says we all need a 
work drawer or locker with 
items to make the day posi-
tive, like mints, tissues, as-
pirin, or even some grown-
up toys for when we just 
need to get away from being 
adults for a minute. I love 
those “popper” toys that are 
so popular now!

Breathnach also talks 
about aromatherapy. Diffus-
ers not only make our work 
environment smell good, 
but they can put moisture 
back into the air, which is 
helpful in heated offices. Be 
sensitive to your coworkers, 
though. Make certain what-
ever you are thinking of us-
ing will help them as well, 
not irritate them. 

What about the tem-
perature of your work-
space? I almost hesitate to 
write about this because I 
know in recent years it has 
become a hot button (pun 
intended), especially for 
women. I've seen varying 
studies on what experts be-
lieve is the ideal workplace 
temperature. Many of them 
say between 71 and 72°F 
is perfect. But I know my 
husband and several of 
my male friends would be 
sweating profusely at this 
temperature.

My number one strategy 
has been to wear layers, es-
pecially when I used to walk 
back-and-forth to work. It's 

not the perfect solution, but 
it's a good option. I think 
it's important for employees 
to keep respectfully talking 
to one another and to work 
with their leaders to find the 
best compromise for this 
issue.

Incorporating beauti-
ful, colorful art and pho-
tographs is another way to 
make your surroundings 
positive. Plants bring both 
beauty and health benefits 
to most any workspace. 
They purify the air, which is 
important to battle the typ-
ical office indoor air pollu-
tion. Gardening Know How 
says they can even help re-
duce stress. Make certain 
to select varieties that don't 
require a lot of care, such 
as spider plants, philoden-
drons, and peace lilies.

What if all you have as 
far as your own personal 
space at work is a locker? 
You can have fun with that 
as well. This is where Pin-
terest comes in handy! Even 
HGTV and BuzzFeed have 
guidance on sprucing up a 
locker. 

What if your “office” 
is a vehicle? AllTrucking.
com estimates are that there 
are 3.5 million truck driv-
ers in the United States to-
day. Many salespersons and 
people who drive for Uber, 
Lyft, and other ride sharing 
services spend a lot of time 

in their cars. 
My husband is a sales-

man and travels throughout 
central Indiana each day. 
He is convinced that keep-
ing his car decluttered, or-
ganized, and even fragrant 
thanks to air fresheners 
helps him stay positive for 
himself as well as his cus-
tomers.

It’s important to make 
your workspace come alive 
for yourself, your cowork-
ers, and potentially your 
customers. Take small steps 
to start your transformation. 
Perhaps the first month you 
focus on the top of your 
desk. The following month 
you can work on creating 
a better system for filing 
papers. Then you can even-
tually move on to the fun 
stuff like finding art, photo-
graphs, or other decor.

Sketch out or write down 
how you want your work-
space to look and feel, map 
out a plan to achieve that 
goal in six months or even a 
year, and think of the peace 
and joy you'll feel whenever 
you're in or around it every 
day. It's worth it.

Amy Shankland is a 
writer and fundraising pro-
fessional living in Nobles-
ville with her husband John, 
two sons, two dogs and a 
cat. You can reach her via 
email at amys@greenave-
nue.info.

and obstacles we face as 
artists and leaders in our 
work, and how we can bet-
ter thrive in our workplaces 
with confidence, especially 
if we find ourselves feel-

ing unsupported,” Chastain 
said. “Audience members 
can also expect candid con-
versations regarding depres-
sion, our need for finding 
support, and addressing 

power dynamics in the arts 
and the workforce. I expect 
a wide-ranging and fascinat-
ing conversation.”

Visit carmelsymphony.
org for more information.

Superintendent
from Page 1

History
from Page 1

Uplifting
from Page 1
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Open Mic Tuesdays 
7-10 p.m.

Trivia Wednesdays 
7:30-9:30 p.m.
Keyboardist 

Dave Lowe every 
Thursday 6-9 p.m.

17419 Suite C, Carey Rd., Westfield
317.867.0397

Live Music Feb. 23 - Storm Crow

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday February 23
Troye Kinnett

 Reservations Recommended 

From the desk of Hamilton Heights 
Superintendent Dr. Derek Arrowood

Update No. 123
Thursday was 

School Bus Driver 
Appreciation Day.

I want to give 
a shout to our in-
credible team of 
school bus driv-
ers. These unsung 
heroes are good 
stewards and ad-
vocates who con-
sistently demonstrate their 
immense value beyond driv-
ing the school buses. They 
serve as a crucial link in the 
education chain who ensure 
the safe and reliable trans-
portation of our students. 
They are a special breed of 
professionals who positive-
ly impact our students and 
families in far-reaching and 
amazing ways.

Thank you! We appreci-
ate you!

* * *
Monday kicks off Public 

Schools Week. It’s a week 
designated to recognize 
and celebrate the invaluable 
role of our nation’s pub-
lic schools. Strong public 
schools are the foundation 
of success for young people, 
the growth of our communi-
ties, and instrumental to our 
country’s future.

Hamilton Heights, and 
its community predecessor 
schools, have been help-
ing to prepare students to 
go out into the world and 
make a powerful difference 
for well over a century. 
Thanks in part to the caliber 
of teachers, administrators, 
staff, involved families, and 
strong community partners, 
Heights continues to be a 

destination of 
choice for K-12 
education. 

We invite you 
to celebrate the 
many opportu-
nities afforded 
through our local 
public schools 
and engage in ac-
tivities that will 
strengthen the 

business-school connection 
throughout the year. We 
welcome and encourage our 
families and community to 
be actively engaged in all 
things Hamilton Heights 
and stay connected in ev-
ery way possible including 
via our website, Facebook, 
YouTube, and X where you 
will always find ‘Great Kids 
Doing Great Things!’ 

* * *
Speaking of being in-

volved, the community is 
invited to join us at our next 
Superintendent Advisory 
Group meeting on Wednes-
day, Feb. 28 at the HHMS 
Cafeteria beginning at 6 p.m.

These quarterly meet-
ings offer the community an 
opportunity to meet school 
personnel and learn about 
different programs and ser-
vices that are instrumental 
in operating a successful 
public school district.

Our featured speaker is 
our new Food Service Di-
rector Kylie Dhonau. She 
will share an overview of 
her role and function, how 
we feed over 2,000 students 
daily, and some exciting 
new initiatives that will 
make our outstanding food 
service program even better! 

We look forward to seeing 
you then. Bring a friend!

* * *
The Hamilton Heights 

FFA Chapter wrapped up Na-
tional FFA Week with a com-
munity breakfast early Friday 
morning at the high school.

Hamilton Heights’ high-
ly respected agriculture pro-
gram and involvement in 
FFA continues to help stu-
dents develop their poten-
tial for leadership, explore 
their interests, and take ad-
vantage of a broad range of 
career pathways in agricul-
tural. Emilie Carson, Agri-
culture Educator and FFA 
Chapter Advisor, has been 
at the helm of the program 
growing it in size and scope 
since 2016.

* * *
On a side note, we have 

four Flex Days built into 
our calendar to make up 
for weather-related school 
closures this year. We have 
used two and the remaining 
two are the first two days of 
our Spring Break (March 25 
and 26). While I am hopeful 
that the worst of the winter 
weather is behind us, some-
times Mother Nature has 

a mind of her own. Should 
we have a weather-related 
school closure that could re-
quire the use of a Flex Day, 
our plan right now is to in-
stead utilize a Synchronous 
E-Learning Day since these 
have proven to be a success-
ful option here.

Stay tuned and in the 
meantime, hope for sunny 
skies! 

Thank you for your 
commitment to all that is 
public education and belief 
in the future of our students.

#PublicSchoolProud
#WeArehuskies

Dr. DereK ArrOwOOD
Heights Superintendent

COLUMNIST

Sam Clark: 317.442.0251 . Jim Clark: 765.659.4841 

ONLINE at halderman.com

        Auctioneer: Russell D. Harmeyer IN Auct. Lic. #AU10000277,  
        HRES IN Auct Lic.#AC69200019, HLS# SFC-12985,  
Farm: Donald W. Harvey Trust

ABSOLUTE

total 
acres362.52+/- 

6 TRACTS

800.424.2324 | halderman.com

QUALITY 

FARMLAND 

POTENTIAL 

BUILDING SITES
A uctionA uction

Thursday, March 14 th,  2:00 pm - 6:00 pm ET

TRACT 1: 
160+/- Acres

TRACT 2: 
36.5+/- Acres 

TRACT 3: 
59+/- Acres 

TRACT 4: 
75.06+/- Acres

TRACT 5: 
18.3+/- Acres

TRACT 6: 
13.66+/- Acres
 

PROPERTY LOCATION: Northeast and east 
of Cicero, IN along 246th Street, Henry Gunn 
Road, SR 13, and CR 100 N. 

Hamilton Co, White River Twp (Tracts 1-3)
Madison Co, Jackson Twp (Tracts 4-6) 

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

AccurAte
BAlAnced
locAl
neWs

https://www.americanbankoffreedom.bank/
https://www.patsyspubwestfield.com/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://www.hhschuskies.org/
https://www.facebook.com/hhschuskies
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjcXfnYOjG5kvtlMgooaO8Q
https://twitter.com/hhschuskies
http://tinyurl.com/ywy7mh6x
http://paulpoteet.com
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A farmer has misplaced some eggs and is pretty sure they  
are somewhere on the Nickel Plate Express! 

Come share in a little rail adventure as you roll through  
Hamilton County’s northern countryside to see the trees in 

bloom while enjoying a snack and a springtime story.
March 23, 24 and 30

Tickets at NickelPlateExpress.com

Board Highlights
Feb. 20, 2024 Meeting

Submitted by Noblesville Schools
The school board has responsibility for major dis-

trict functions including school district governance 
and oversight, setting school policies, approving 
funding, strategic planning, and hiring and evaluat-
ing the superintendent.

• The board recognized NHS teacher Joe Akers 
and several of his journalism students for their accom-
plishments in state competition. 

• North Elementary presented on their unified field 
day program, which enhances relationships between 
students with special needs and their general educa-
tion peers. 

• The board approved changes to the architectural 
design of restrooms in the new NHS academic expan-
sion. The final design creates separate areas for girls 
and boys, while allowing for enhanced restroom su-
pervision and safety. Laura Alerding voted against the 
measure. 

• The board unanimously approved moving for-
ward with renovation plans at the Noblesville Schools 
Educational Services Center to address the need for 
additional office space.

• The board decided to start future board meetings 
at 6 p.m., rather than 7 p.m., to better accommodate 
families and community members. Misti Ray and 
Laura Alerding voted against the measure, stating they 
believed a 7 p.m. start time better accommodates fam-
ilies and community members.

Visit the school board area of the
Noblesville Schools website for meeting

agendas, minutes, videos and more.

Carmel library to host 3D Printing Expo
The REPORTER

The 3D Printing Expo 
returns to the Carmel Clay 
Public Library from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 9. Attendees will 
be able to explore booths 
from a variety of vendors 
and hobbyists as they learn 
about 3D printing.

Visitors can also attend a 
presentation by Jordan God-
dard about how AI and 3D 
printing are used in product 
development. The owner 
of Indy Toy Lab, Goddard 
works with toy and game 
manufacturers to turn con-
cepts into marketable prod-
ucts. Goddard's presentation 
will take place during the 
Expo at 11 a.m.

Over 1,000 people at-
tended last year's expo, a 
number which is expected to 
grow this time around. Since 
the library's Digital Media 
Lab opened in 2016, 3D 
printing has been growing 

in popularity, catching the 
attention and imagination of 
all ages. In 2023, over 8,600 
objects were printing on the 

library's 3D printers.
The 3D Printing Expo 

will take place at the Main 
Library at 425 E. Main St. 

Registration is not required.
More details about the 

event can be found at car-
melclaylibrary.org/events.

Photo provided

“Oh do you-
do you-do you-
do you wanna 
dance?” – The 
Beach Boys’ “To-
day” album, 1965

I often hear 
people say “I 
don’t dance,” and 
if you are one of 
those, please bear 
with me and read 
on!

Dancing is possible (and 
therapeutic) for everyone. 
Movement to music is not 
only a physical workout but 
soothing to the mind and 
emotions. If music makes 
you want to move, then in-
deed you are a dancer.

The Cambridge dic-
tionary defines “dancing” 
as the activity of moving 
the body and feet to mu-
sic. While that is a basic 
definition, dancing is also 
an art form, a release, an 
expression of joy. The 
words “dance” and “danc-
ing” come from an old 
German word “danson,” 
which means “to stretch.”1 
Those of you who tell me 
they read my column reg-
ularly will recognize my 
affinity for stretching and 
flexibility! 

To dance is to move, 
generally with music which 
appeals to our senses. 

Dancing does not 
require a partner 
at all! Although 
my husband and 
I have been danc-
ing for many 
years and enjoy 
our swing and 
cha-cha, I enjoy 
dancing alone at 
home through my 
house listening 

to everything from Beach 
Boys to Motown to Mel-
lencamp. Classical music 
encourages slow, graceful 
movements while Queen 
and ABBA can accelerate 
the pace! For those who 
wish to dance without a 
specific dance partner, line 
dancing has gained much 
popularity the last few 
years and is great for both 
an aerobic workout as well 
as increasing coordination 
and balance.

I grew up in a home 
with dancers. My parents 
were excellent dancers 
and my dad taught me to 
swing dance at an early age. 
Combine that with Amer-
ican Bandstand and I was 
hooked.

Additionally, as a grade 
school student I walked (a 
short distance “back then”) 
to the high school at the end 
of the day to take my weekly 
baton twirling lesson. I of-

ten arrived a little early and 
would plop my small body 
into one of the booths in 
the NHS “canteen” to wait 
for my baton teacher. The 
high school students would 
show up, turn on the juke 
box and dance. Think 1958-
59 for music references! I 
was mesmerized and decid-
ed I would dance whenev-
er I could. After ballgame 
“sock hops” at NHS show-
cased high school students 
dancing the Twist, Jerk, 
Watusi, Swim and of course 
the “slow dances” that no 
doubt caused the teacher 
chaperones to cringe.

I am still dancing and 
you can too, whether you 
are 8 or 80+! Dancing tap is 
great fun and can be learned 
at any age. Dancing will 
give you more confidence, 
enable you to increase your 
coordination and flexibility, 
and give you a great outlet 
for stress.

If you think you cannot 
dance because you are com-
promised in your mobility, 
fear not. Dance is move-
ment and using your upper 
body movements will gain 
you much of the effects as 
noted above. I have taught 
“chair dancing” in one of 
my senior classes and they 
love it. Select your favorite 
tunes. If you do not wish 

to dance in public, dance 
alone, you will reap the 
benefits physically, mental-
ly, and even emotionally. 

So many types of dance 
– ballroom, square, line, 
two-step, and other country 
dances, ballet, tap, clog-
ging, polka, and many more 
are fun and beneficial to 
your wellbeing. Free form 
dancing can be done with 
a partner or anytime the 
mood moves you. Belly 
dancing is the oldest form 
of dance, originating in In-
dia thousands of years ago. 
Hawaiians have been using 
the hula to tell their ances-
tral stories for thousands of 
years as well.

There are many dance 
classes and studios in our 
community and a partner 
is not necessary to take ad-
vantage of what is offered. 

Let’s dance!
1 Compiled from “The 

Wonderful World of 
DANCE” by Arnold L. 
Haskell
Sharon McMahon, CNWC

The opinions expressed 
in this article are not intend-
ed to replace advice of your 
personal physician or li-
censed health professional. 
Please consult your physi-
cian for any issues you may 
have related to nutrition or 
fitness activity.

SHArON McMAHON
Be Well

COLUMNIST

There’s no tiptoeing 
around it: you CAN 
dance if you want to

The REPORTER
Ball State University 

has released its third an-
nual “Top 100 Students” 
list, which recognizes 100 
outstanding junior and se-
nior undergraduates who 
represent the spirit of Be-
neficence, Ball State’s 
institutional statue and 
icon that symbolizes the 
generosity of the five Ball 
brothers whose land dona-
tion to the State of Indiana 
allowed the University to 
flourish.

The following students 
from Hamilton County 
made the list. Also includ-
ed are their hometowns and 
programs of study.

• Carson Brooks*, No-
blesville, Psychological Sci-
ence

• Lily Bushey*, Cicero, 
Architecture: BAR

• Eliza Eisenmann, Fish-
ers, Nursing

• KC King, Fishers, Mu-
sic Media Production

• Carlie Merriweather, 
Carmel, Psychological Sci-
ence

• Nathan Ritz*, Nobles-
ville, Architecture

• Archana Sathyamur-
thy*, Sheridan, Interior De-
sign

• Gizelle Smedley, No-
blesville, Predental Prepara-
tion, Biology

• Jaden Sparks, Fishers, 
Psychological Science

• Jacob Young, Carmel, 
Strategic Communications: 
Advertising

Students with an asterisk 
scored in the Top 50. Those 
students have been invited 
to attend an awards ceremo-
ny on Saturday, March 23, 
where the Foundation will 
announce its Top 25 stu-
dents for 2024.

Click here to learn more 
about the Top 100 program.

Ten Hamilton County 
students among

Ball State’s ‘Top 100’

https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://carmelclaylibrary.org/events
https://carmelclaylibrary.org/events
http://tinyurl.com/5yfktcvf
https://bsu.edu/foundation/engagement/top-100-student-awards
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THE SKIES ALIGN FOR A SPECTACULAR SHOW 
IN HAMILTON COUNTY ON APRIL 8, 2024

Get ready to be mesmerized by a celestial masterpiece as the communities of Carmel, Fishers, 
Noblesville, Westfield and the Northern Towns become the perfect stage for the total solar eclipse, 
when the moon gracefully dances in front of the sun and casts its shadow across the landscape.

Witness the magic of the cosmos with friends and family at official viewing locations like Carmel Civic 
Square, Conner Prairie, Cool Creek Park, Grand Park Sports Campus, Ruoff Home Mortgage Music 
Center and Strawtown Kotweewi Park.

Grab your eclipse glasses, set up your cameras and join Hamilton County in this celestial celebration—
it’s guaranteed to be an unforgettable experience!

THE SKY WILL BEGIN TO CHANGE AROUND  
1:50 P.M. WITH TOTALITY AT 3:06 P.M.

Hamilton County is in the narrow path of totality for the Total Solar Eclipse.  
These communities will be some of the best places to experience  
prime views of the epic event.

Arcadia 3m 6s
Atlanta 2m 56s
Carmel 3m 29s
Cicero 3m 15s

Fishers    3m 39s
Noblesville    3m 27s
Sheridan    2m 51s
Westfield    3m 19s

VisitHamiltonCounty.com/Eclipse

TOTAL 
SOLAR  

ECLIPSE  
2024

CARMEL FISHERS NOBLESVILLE WESTFIELD NORTHERN TOWNS

JUST NORTH 
OF INDY

http://visithamiltoncounty.com/Eclipse
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Registration now open for 2024 
Carmel International Arts Festival
The REPORTER

Registration is now open 
for the 27th annual Carmel 
International Arts Festival 
(CIAF). The festival will 
take place Sept. 28 and 29, 
2024, in Carmel.

This major festival 
brings more than 100 tal-
ented artists from around 
the country and around the 
world. They have an amaz-
ing opportunity to share 
their work with nearly 
30,000 people in a two-day 
event in the Carmel Arts & 
Design District. Artists spe-
cialize in nine different me-
dia, including glass, 2D, 3D, 
paint, jewelry, photography, 
fiber, ceramics and wood.

This year promises to be 
bigger and better than ever.

“I'm really looking for-
ward to another fantastic 
year!” CIAF President Jill 
Gilmer said. “The talent we 
had last year surpassed my 
expectations. We have ex-
tended our footprint, which 
should allow us to have 
roughly 150 artists, a few 
small stages for musicians to 
entertain our patrons in ad-
dition to our Main Stage and 

West Stage, a wine garden, 
more ethnic food, and an in-
teractive youth area that has 
doubled in size! I hope you 
will join us for an amazing 
weekend.  It is free to come, 
family friendly, and dogs are 
welcome, too!”

Artist booths are set up 
along the two main arteries 
of the Arts & Design Dis-
trict: Main Street and Range 
Line Road. The community 
is presented with the finest 
samplings to purchase and 

take home.
Each artist goes through 

a juried process to ensure 
their art is unique, not mass 
produced, and the highest 
of quality. The artwork is 
judged at the festival and 
awards are issued to the 
artists.

The festival is a juried 
exhibition with prizes to-
taling $7,000. Annually, 
festival goers enjoy an ad-
mission-free opportunity to 
view and purchase art and 

mingle with artists.
Applications are now 

open to artists interested in 
being a part of CIAF. Friday, 
May 31 is the deadline for 
submitting the application. 
There are specific rules for 
artists. Click here to sign up 
and review requirements.

Selected artists will be 
notified on Sunday, June 30 
that they have been chosen.

Artists can visit carmel-
artsfestival.org to learn 
more about the festival.

Photo provided
This year’s festival promises to be bigger and better than ever.

Photo provided
State Rep. Donna Schaibley (R-Carmel) listens to a colleague share a story about serving with her 
in the legislature Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2024, in the House Chamber at the Statehouse in Indianapolis. 
Schaibley’s House colleagues took time from the legislative session to formally honor and 
recognize her near decade of service as a state representative for House District 24, which includes 
portions of Boone and Hamilton counties. In October 2023, Schaibley announced her plan to 
complete her current term and not seek re-election. She serves as vice chair of the House Public 
Health Committee, and as a member of the House Insurance Committee and the House Statutory 
Committee on Ethics. Click here to read House Resolution 19 honoring Goodrich’s service.

Indiana House honors Rep. Schaibley 
for her near decade of public service

The REPORTER
TCC, one of the nation’s 

largest Verizon authorized 
retailers and a subsidiary 
of round room, LLC, 
recently conducted its 11th 
annual Teachers Rock ini-
tiative, where the company 
gives back to local educa-
tors to show appreciation to-
ward those who impact the 
students of the community.

During the week of Feb. 
12 to 16, TCC locations 
nationwide showered local 
teachers with love and sup-
port during the middle of a 
busy academic year. Each 
store selected a teacher to 
give back to, with apprecia-
tion efforts including school 
supplies gathered during a 
store-led drive and through 

company-allocated funds.
“Teachers have left an 

indelible mark on each of 
us, inspiring the creation 
of our Teachers Rock ini-
tiative,” said Scott Moore-
head, CEO of Round Room 
and TCC. “This initiative 
stands as a cherished annu-
al event within our calendar 
for over 10 years now. As 
we continue to witness the 
remarkable growth of this 
program, we are reminded 
of the essential role teach-
ers play in nurturing future 
generations. Our unwaver-
ing support is a testament 
to the enduring impact they 
have on the world.”

Click here for more in-
formation on the Teachers 
Rock initiative.

Photo provided
TCC showed its appreciation to local teachers, 
including one at Deer Creek Elementary in Fishers.

Teachers recognized 
with appreciation gifts 
from Verizon retailer

https://www.feinsteinshc.com/events/carmel/maddie-poppe
http://tinyurl.com/48v8u9te
https://www.carmelartsfestival.org/
https://www.carmelartsfestival.org/
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2024/resolutions/house/simple/19/details
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://www.tccrocks.com/
https://www.roundroom.com/
https://www.tccrocks.com/teachers-rock-2024/
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17555 WilloWvieW rd

Young Rocks learn about orbiting the Sun
Students at Carey Ridge Elementary School recently traveled into space using the Digitarium.
Kids in all grades explored patterns in the skies, constellations, planets in the solar system, and

life on the International Space Station. (Photos provided by Westfield Washington Schools)

Westfield Intermediate School sixth graders in the Bohn/Graveel/Speidel triad have been
investigating the solar system. They’ve explored the Milky Way galaxy with a trip to the Digitarium, 

simulated eclipses, and wrapped up their unit by creating scale models of the solar system to
investigate planet distances from the sun. (Photos provided by Westfield Washington Schools)

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://noble-pc.com/
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

The REPORTER
Mélange: concoction, 

mixture, combination.
In this new series of per-

formances, audiences will 
experience art coming to 
life in front of their eyes in 
an intimate theatrical set-
ting. Each series will fea-
ture a musician (a vocalist 
or instrumentalist), a danc-
er (from Gregory Hancock 
Dance Theatre, GHDT), 
and a visual artist. Together 
they will create art at The 
Florence (Carmel’s newest 
black-box theatre space), in 
a collaborative and organic 
manner.

The performances will 
be held at 5 and 7:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 23 and at 3 
p.m. on Sunday, March 24 at 
The Florence at The Acade-
my of GHDT, 329 Gradle 
Drive, Carmel.

Tickets are $20 and can 
be purchased at bit.ly/Gh-
dTthemelangeseries.

The singer will present 
a set of songs, while the 
dancer creates choreogra-
phy inspired by the music, 
as the visual artist creates art 
inspired by the movement of 
the dancer and the music of 
the vocalist. Audiences will 
experience live art in a new 
manner, bringing ground-
breaking and creative art to 
central Indiana. 

The premiere perfor-
mance of The Mélange Se-
ries will feature the talented 
and versatile vocalist, Katie 
Schuman, who holds a BM 
in Musical Theatre from 

Florida State University, 
where she played Edwin 
Drood in The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood and served 
as musical director for All-
Night Yahtzee, the school’s 
premiere coed a cappel-
la group. Since then, she 
has taught and performed 
around Chicago and central 
Indiana.

Schuman’s favorite roles 
include the premiere of 
La Casa Azul (Lupe) with 
GHDT, Spamalot (Lady of 
the Lake) and Little Women 
(Marmee) with the Booth 
Tarkington Theatre, and My 
Fair Lady (Ensemble) with 
Actors Theatre of Indiana. 
Most recently she appeared 
in The Music of La Casa 
Azul with The Carmel Sym-
phony Orchestra at The Pal-
ladium.

GHDT company dancer 
Camden Lancaster will be 
the first dancer in the new 
series. She received her 
Bachelors in Dance Perfor-
mance at Anderson Univer-

sity. While at Anderson, she 
had the opportunity to per-
form at The Kennedy Cen-
ter where she twice received 
the Allen Choreographer 
Award.

With GHDT Lancaster 
has captivated audiences for 
several years. Some memo-
rable performances include 
“The Mother of The Cho-
sen” in Exodus, “Cinderel-
la” in Once Upon a Time, 
“The Backyard Girl” in Un-
der the Big Top, and most 
recently as the “Mischie-
vous Djinn” in Angels and 
Djinn. Her dynamic dancing 
will enthrall audiences in 
this new series.

Mirvia Sol Eckert is a 
Puerto Rican painter living 
and working in Indianapolis. 
Celebrating beauty is the fun-
damental concept that uni-
fies all her work. Common 
themes are her Puerto Rican 
heritage, love of family and 
friends, spirituality, and her 
fascination with nature.

Sol Eckert’s beautiful 

art has been featured in nu-
merous shows throughout 
Indiana. She is a recipient of 
a Creative Renewal Fellow-
ship from the Arts Council 
of Indianapolis and Lilly 
Endowment. She co-found-
ed the Indy Latina Artists 
group and designed its logo. 
She is also a member of 
Indiana Artists Club, Inc. 
Her paintings and prints are 
in homes across the U.S., 
Puerto Rico, and Spain.

During the Mélange per-
formance, Sol Eckert will 
create art inspired by the 
movement of the dancer and 
the music of the vocalist. 
The art created during the 
performance will be avail-
able for purchase as well as 
some of her other works.

* * *
The Mélange Series at 

The Florence has been cre-
ated by GHDT Executive 
Artistic Director Gregory 
Glade Hancock and is pre-
sented by Gregory Hancock 
Dance Theatre.

Photos courtesy of GHDT
(From left) Katie Schuman, Camden Lancaster, and Mirvia Sol Eckert.

The best mélange this side
of Dune comes to Carmel

The REPORTER
The Indiana Hospital 

Association (IHA) on behalf 
of its 170 member hospitals 
announced on Thursday a 
statewide pledge to support 
the State’s Health First In-
diana initiative to improve 
Hoosiers’ public health out-
comes within the counties 
they serve.

The announcement was 
made during Public Health 
Day at the Statehouse, 
alongside the Indiana De-
partment of Health (IDOH), 
local health departments, 
Hoosier business leaders, 
and community partners.

“IHA and its member 
hospitals are fully com-
mitted to partnering with 
our state and local health 
leaders to ensure each and 
every Hoosier has access 
to the critical services they 
need to achieve their highest 
quality of life,” said Steve 
Holman, IHA Board Chair 
and president and CEO of 
Union Health. “This is our 
opportunity to improve the 
health of our citizens and 
the overall delivery of care 
in communities large and 
small across the state.”

Health First Indiana, 
created by Senate enrolled 
Act 4 during the 2023 leg-

islative session, provides 
$225 million in funding for 
local communities to pri-
oritize public health and 
safety. The initiative focus-
es on providing core public 
health services, including 
infant health, childhood lead 
screening, chronic disease 
prevention, trauma and inju-
ry prevention, and more.

“Our healthcare partners 
are key to the success of 
Health First Indiana,” said 
State Health Commission-
er Lindsay Weaver, M.D., 
FACEP. “Through collab-
oration with the Indiana 
Hospital Association and 
our hospitals across the state 
we’re transforming lives and 
empowering communities to 
reach their optimal health.”

Hospitals’ pledge to act 
includes goals intended to 
create community partner-
ships through collaboration 
and communication with 
local health departments to 
address key public health 
outcomes, focusing first on 
infant and maternal mor-
tality, obesity, and smoking 
cessation.

IHA’s Health First In-
diana Pledge can be found 
here. More information on 
the Health First Indiana ini-
tiative can be found here.

Indiana hospitals
pledge to take action
to improve Hoosiers’

public health outcomes

thanks for reading 
the reporter!

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://bit.ly/GHDTthemelangeseries
https://bit.ly/GHDTthemelangeseries
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2023/bills/senate/4/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2023/bills/senate/4/details
https://hoosierhospitals.com/articles/health-first-indiana-pledge-to-act/
http://healthfirstindiana.in.gov/
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com/
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 • Family Law 
• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 

• Guardianship 
• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

Center announces New Works commission winners
The REPORTER

Three Indiana artists 
have been selected to receive 
cash awards and profession-
ally produced performance 
opportunities through the 
Center for the Performing 
Arts’ New Works commis-
sion project, now in its third 
season.

The 2024 New Works 
Premiere Performances will 
take place Saturday, June 1, 
at the Tarkington and will be 
livestreamed on the Center’s 
website and social media 
accounts. Free tickets are 
available now at TheCen-
terPresents.org and by call-
ing (317) 843-3800.

The New Works project 
is designed to promote and 
sustain the area’s working 
artists and artistic commu-
nities in an inclusive way 
by supporting the creation 
of new works across all per-
forming arts disciplines. The 
proposed works are limited 
to 20 minutes each and must 
reflect the Center’s organi-
zational core values of integ-
rity, excellence, innovation, 
collaboration, and inclusion.

Each winning propos-
al receives a $2,500 cash 
award, technical support 
in adapting the piece for 
the stage, onstage rehears-
al time prior to the perfor-
mances, and access to the 
archived event video for 
promotional use.

The winning proposals 
selected by the judging pan-
el are:

All of Us: An Anti-
Asian-Hate Opera 

by Hippocrates Cheng
Cheng is a composer, 

music theorist and ethnomu-
sicologist from Hong Kong. 
He completed his music 
composition doctorate and 
is pursuing a music theory 
doctorate at Indiana Univer-
sity in Bloomington.

All of Us is an opera in-
spired by true stories from 
people of Asian American 
and Pacific Islander heritage, 
shedding light on issues of 
Asian hate and emphasizing 
unity and empathy in our 
diverse society. The music, 
incorporating Asian tradi-
tional and Western classical 
elements, will be performed 
by an ensemble of singers 
and instrumentalists. The 
presentation will include 
staging, lighting, and multi-
media components.

Pathways/Caminos 
by Iris Rosa Santiago

Santiago is a Puerto 
Rican-born choreographer, 
professor emerita at Indi-
ana University, and found-
er of Iris Rosa Dance Stu-
dio and Seda Negra/Black 
Silk Dance Company in 
Indianapolis. Pathways/
Caminos is a work for 10 
to 15 Seda Negra dancers, 
inspired by spiritual tradi-
tions of the African Diaspo-
ra in Caribbean and Latin 
American countries.

The presentation will 
feature spoken word by 
Santiago and recorded mu-
sic from the Indianapolis 
Pan-African Drum and 
Dance Ensemble directed by 
Andre Rosa-Artis, as well as 
costuming and visual pro-
jections designed by Filipi-
no-American artist Kelvin 
Burzon.

Classical Scratch 
by Jared Thompson

Thompson is a saxo-
phonist, composer, arrang-
er, and leader of the India-
napolis-based modern jazz 
quintet Premium Blend, 
which has been featured in 
two national award-win-
ning documentaries and 
has released five studio al-
bums.

Classical Scratch is 
a three-part composition 
for tenor saxophone, pi-
ano (twin brother Joshua 
Thompson), and DJ (DJ 
Boogie Bang) that inte-
grates classical, jazz, and 
hip-hop music to celebrate 
the contributions of Black 
artists over the past 300-
plus years. The presentation 
will include lighting effects 
and projected images of in-
fluential artists.

* * *
The three pieces will be 

performed publicly for the 
first time at the 8 p.m. June 
1 event, and the artists will 
join in a talkback discus-
sion to close the evening. 
Tickets are free to reserve 
at the Center’s Fifth Third 
Bank Box Office at the Pal-
ladium, online at TheCen-
terPresents.org, and by 
phone at (317) 843-3800.

The livestream and re-
corded video of the perfor-
mance will be available free 
on the Center’s website and 
social media channels.

For this year’s round of 
New Works commissions, 

a visual arts category has 
been added. The winning 
entry will be announced in 
March, unveiled at the June 
1 performance, and dis-
played on the Center’s cam-
pus for one year.

New Works is supported 
by the Allen Whitehill Clow-
es Charitable Foundation.

About the Center for 
the Performing Arts
The mission of the non-

profit Center for the Per-
forming Arts is to engage 
and inspire the Indiana com-
munity through enriching 
arts experiences. Its cam-
pus in Carmel includes the 
1,500-seat Palladium con-
cert hall, the 500-seat Tark-
ington proscenium theater 
and the black-box Studio 
Theater.

The Center presents and 
hosts hundreds of events 
each year, including the 
Center Presents perfor-

mance series, featuring the 
best in classical, jazz, pop, 
rock, country, comedy and 
other genres. Educational 
and experiential program-
ming for all ages includes 

children’s concerts and 
camps, book clubs, lectures, 
and classes in music and 
dance.

The Center is home to 
the affiliated Great Ameri-

can Songbook Foundation 
and provides space and 
support services for six res-
ident arts companies. More 
information is available at 
TheCenterPresents.org.

Photo provided by the Center for the Performing Arts
Winners of the 2024 New Works commissions at the Center for the 
Performing Arts are (from left) Jared Thompson, Iris Rosa Santiago, and 
Hippocrates Cheng. They will premiere their proposed works at a special 
event June 1 at the Tarkington.

Bien Mexicana
150 S Peru St, Cicero

Photo provided by Westfield Washington Schools
Kindergartners at Maple Glen Elementary School in Westfield learned about Brooklyn-born artist Jean-Michel Basquiat. Painting crowns on the 
heads was one of his signatures. The theory is that he was showing that we are all kings and queens, so the students made crowns of their own.

Neo-expressionism movement makes
its way to Maple Glen Elementary School

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://thecenterpresents.org/
https://thecenterpresents.org/
https://thecenterpresents.org/
https://thecenterpresents.org/
https://thecenterpresents.org/
https://www.bienmexicana.com/
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BIDDING OPENS: Saturday, February 17th @ Noon
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, February 24th @ 6pm

PREVIEW DAY: Thursday, February 22nd from Noon - 6pm
YEARS OF TOY COLLECTING:
All Scales of Farm Toys, Tractors & Implements, Semi Tractors & Trailers, Pedal Tractors & Wagons, 
Precision Collectibles, Cast Iron, Toy Farmer, Coin Banks & Vintage Toys, Nylint, Ertl, Buddy L, Country & 
Liberty Classics, Structo & Spec-Cast, Tonka & More

ALSO INCLUDING:
Tipton & Local Thermometers , Train Cars, Track & Accessories, Vintage Coke & Pepsi Vending Machines, 
Jim Beam Decanter Collection , Including Vintage Cars, Race Cars, Train Cars, Fire Trucks & Police Cars, 
Tractors

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms 
and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available

PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT
Cripe’s Auction Service

3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

ON-LINE AUCTION
for

THE TOY COLLECTION 
& PERSONAL PROPERTY OF

RON SOTTONG

Who’s on my ballot for the May 7, 2024 Primary Election?
Note that * indicates the candidate is the incumbent for that office.

To view precinct and district maps, please visit hamiltoncounty.in.gov/221/Precinct-and-District-Maps.
NOTE: Candidates for precinct committeement and state delegates will appear in upcoming editions of The Reporter.

PRESIDENT
*Joseph R. Biden, Jr. (D)

Nikki R. Haley (R)
Donald J. Trump (R)
U.S. SENaTE

Jim Banks (R)
Marc Carmichael (D)
Valerie McCray (D)

U.S. HoUSE, 5th DISTRIcT
Jonathan D. Brown (R)

Raju Chinthala (R)
Max Engling (R)

Chuck Goodrich (R)
Mark Hurt (R)

Scott A. King (R)
Patrick Malayter (R)
Matthew Peiffer (R)
Ryan Pfenninger (D)

Deborah A. Pickett (D)
LD Powell (R)

Larry L. Savage Jr. (R)
*Victoria Spartz (R)
GoVERNoR
Mike Braun (R)

Brad Chambers (R)
Suzanne Crouch (R)

Eric Doden (R)
Curtis Hill (R)

Jennifer G. McCormick (D)
Jamie Reitenour (R)

Tamie Dixon-Tatum (D)

STaTE SENaToR
District 20

*Scott A. Baldwin (R)
Joel Levi (D)

STaTE REPRESENTaTIVE
District 24

Bill Gutrich (R)
Josh Lowry (D)

Hunter Smith (R)
District 29

Laura L. Alerding (R)
Christopher Hartig (D)
Alaina Shonkwiler (R)

District 32
Patricia Bratton (R)

Tom Havens (R)
*Victoria Garcia Wilburn (D)

District 37
*Todd Huston (R)

District 39
Daniel (Danny) Lopez (R)

Matt McNally (D)
District 88

Starr Joy Hairston (D)
*Chris Jeter (R)

Stephanie Jo Yocum (D)

JUDGE, cIRcUIT coURT
*Andrew R. Bloch (R)

Angela Brown Swenson (R)
JUDGE, SUPERIoR coURT 1

*Michael A. Casati (R)
JUDGE, SUPERIoR coURT 6

*Stephenie K. Gookins (R)
coUNTy aUDIToR

Todd Clevenger (R)
coUNTy SURVEyoR

Gary Duncan (R)
coUNTy TREaSURER

*Susan Byer (R)
Robert (Bob) Bragg (R)

coUNTy commISSIoNERS
District 2

*Steven C. Dillinger (R)
District 3

*Mark E. Heirbrandt (R)
coUNTy coUNcIl

At Large
*Brandon (Brad) Beaver (R)

Elizabeth Fouch (R)
Keely J. Gladieux (D)

*Sue Maki (R)
*Steven R. Nation (R)

Fishers Arts & Culture Commission awards
$60K in grants to support arts community
11 local organizations awarded in grant program’s fourth year

The REPORTER
The Fishers Arts & Cul-

ture Commission (FACC) 
announced on Wednesday 
the grantees for its 2024 
Fishers Arts & Culture 
Grant program, with 11 lo-
cal organizations awarded 
$60,000 in funding.

The grant program sup-
ports local nonprofits and 
organizations that uplift the 
arts community within Fish-
ers. This year’s grant cycle 
featured record high funding 
requests, awarding an addi-
tional $10,000 compared to 
2023.

This is the fourth year 
for the grant program, 
which was launched in 

2021. Funding 
for the grant pro-
gram is allocated 
from the City of 
Fishers’ annu-
al budget. Since 
the program’s 
launch more 
than $202,000 in 
grants have been 
awarded to 35 lo-
cal organizations, funding 
public art installations, com-
munity events, and cultur-
al celebrations throughout 
Fishers.

“One meaningful way 
the City of Fishers builds 
community and vibrancy is 
through the arts,” said Joc-
elyn Vare, chair of the Fish-

ers Arts & Cul-
ture Commission. 
“This year’s grant 
recipients will 
provide unique 
experiences that 
demonstrate the 
talent and creativi-
ty of Fishers. Resi-
dents can look for-
ward to enjoying 

new visual art, a showcase of 
Black artists, interactive mu-
sic, a new art and tech event, 
and much more in 2024. 
These arts experiences will 
be an amazing complement 
to the grand opening of the 
Fishers Art Center in the new 
Fishers Municipal Center lat-
er this year.”

Recipients of the 2024 
Fishers Arts & Culture 
Commission Grant Program 
include:

• 31Svn Dance Academy 
($4,000) to host five hip-hop 
dance workshops, including 
free classes and panel dis-
cussions open to the public.

• Academy of Dance Arts 
($7,000) for continued de-

velopment of the Academy’s 
Dance Ability studio classes 
and public performance for 
youth with developmental or 
intellectual disabilities.

• Brandon Meeks Mu-
sic ($7,000) to perform the 
Harmony in Motion: Jazz 
Improve Workshop Series, 
including live public perfor-
mances, education sessions, 
and interactive workshops.

• Emerging Pearls Foun-
dation ($7,000) to host 
the third annual Art, Kul-
ture, and Appetizers event 
showcasing Black artists in 
dance, applied arts, spoke 
word, hair-art, and more at 
Hub & Spoke in June 2024.

• Fishers Arts Council 
($5,710) to host monthly 
Second Friday gallery re-
ceptions at the FAC Gal-
lery at the Hub located at 
the Hamilton County Com-
munity Foundation, along 
with musical groups at the 
Spark!Fishers Art & Car 
Show in June and Harvest 
Fest in September.

• Forward Motion 
($5,040) to host a curated, 
two concert event entitled 
Perspective that shares 
themes of the rotating ex-

hibits of the Ignite Studio 
at Hamilton East Public Li-
brary Fishers.

• Hidden World ($6,000) 
to create two unique musi-
cal compositions that can be 
accessed virtually along the 
Nickel Plate Trail.

• High Frequency Arts 
($5,000) to host a new event 
called AI: The Intersection 
of Art & Tech, including 
interactive film, augmented 
reality displays, and tech-in-
spired fashion apparel at 
Hub & Spoke in June.

• Ignite Studio at 
Hamilton East Public Li-
brary ($3,750) to install a 
75-square-foot mural as 
you enter the Ignite Studio 
at the Hamilton East Public 
Library.

• Lantern Islamic The-
ater Company ($7,000) to 
produce six theater produc-
tions and acting competi-
tions at the Alhuda Founda-
tion.

• Noblesville Creates 
($2,500) to host Comic 
Book in A Day at the Ham-
ilton East Public Library 
Fishers in January 2025.

For more information, 
visit FishersIN.gov/grants.

Vare

Meeting Notice
The Carmel Police Department Merit Board will meet at 4 p.m. on Tues-

day, Feb. 27, 2024, in the Training Room at Carmel Police Department 
Headquarters, 3 Civic Square.

33 named for
2024 500 Festival
Princess Program
By DAKARI TURNER
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Thirty-three women have 
been selected for the 2024 
500 Festival Princess Pro-
gram in advance of May’s 
Indianapolis 500.

The women represent 18 
Indiana colleges and univer-
sities and come from 23 dif-
ferent cities.

The women have a cu-
mulative grade-point average 
of 3.74, according to a media 
release. Each one was cho-
sen on merits according to 
“leadership, academic stew-
ardship, community involve-
ment, and embodiment of the 
Hoosier spirit.”

The National Bank of In-
dianapolis presents the 500 
Festival Princess Program, 
and it sets to honor the wom-
en’s academic achievements.

A news release said, 
“While holding the title of a 
500 Festival Princess, these 
33 women will have the op-
portunity to create meaning-
ful connections across the 
state, gain mentorship and 
leadership from the 500 Fes-
tival Board of Directors, and 
develop professional skills.”

The release said the 
women will contribute over 
1,500 hours of community 
service, which include edu-
cating students about the 500 
Festival at Indiana elementa-
ry schools, Girl Scouts orga-
nizations, and The Children’s 
Museum of Indianapolis.

Each participant will get 
a $1,000 scholarship.

“We are thrilled to ob-
serve all the ways that this 
year’s class of 500 Festival 
Princesses will impact the 
communities in Indiana and 
enable them to showcase 
their leadership and academ-
ic skills,” said Bob Bryant, 
president and chief executive 
officer of the 500 Festival. 
“The 500 Festival is proud to 
see these 33 young women 
take this opportunity to create 
lasting memories, outstand-

ing networking experiences, 
and meaningful friendships 
for years to come.”

The Indianapolis 500 
race will be May 26.

Below is a list of those 
princesses from the Report-
er’s coverage area.

• Lauren Bailey, Carmel, 
a graduate of Carmel High 
School, and a sophomore at 
Purdue University majoring 
in business analytics and in-
formation management.  

• Elizabeth Baker, No-
blesville, a graduate of No-
blesville High School and a 
graduate student at Indiana 
University School of Medi-
cine with an undergraduate 
degree in Spanish and human 
biology.  

• Marin Davis, Zions-
ville, a graduate of Zionsville 
Community High School, 
and a sophomore at Purdue 
University majoring in polit-
ical science.  

• Jaslin Martinez, No-
blesville, a graduate of Fish-
ers High School, and a senior 
at Purdue University major-
ing in public health, pre-phy-
sician’s assistant.

• Kendrick Mernitz, Car-
mel, a graduate of Cathedral 
High School, and a senior at 
Indiana University majoring 
in cybersecurity and global 
policy, and middle eastern 
languages and cultures.  

• Hannah Mullen, Fish-
ers, a graduate of Hamilton 
Southeastern High School, 
and a junior at Ball State Uni-
versity majoring in graphic 
design.

• Parmida Nazarloo, 
Fishers, a graduate of Ham-
ilton Southeastern High 
School, and a junior at Indi-
ana University majoring in 
human biology.  

• Kaitlyn Ross, Fish-
ers, a graduate of Hamilton 
Southeastern High School, 
and a first-year law student 
at Indiana University Maur-
er School of Law with an 
undergraduate degree in bi-
ology. 

https://www.cripesauction.com/
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/221/Precinct-and-District-Maps
http://fishersin.gov/grants
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/33-named-for-2024-500-festival-princess-program
https://500festival.com/programs/princess-program/
https://500festival.com/programs/princess-program/
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Today’s BiBle Reading
The deaths of rachel and Isaac

Jacob came home to his father Isaac in Mamre, 
near Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron), where 
Abraham and Isaac had stayed. Isaac lived a 
hundred and eighty years. Then he breathed his 
last and died and was gathered to his people, old 
and full of years. And his sons Esau and Jacob 
buried him.

Genesis 35:27-29 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 600 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to
send obituaries to obits@readThereporter.com.
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ONLINE Ad (A) Runs ONLY: 022424 then switches over to Ad (B) PRINT ad on 022424
A

REALTORS

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

THE

REALTORS®

Stunning 5BR, 4.5BA in Essex of Noblesville, custom 
designed with in-laws quarters on main level, kitchen with 

quartz, butler’s pantry, premium lot w/pond view, walk-
out basement, 3-car garage plus storage, a must-see to 
appreciate all this home has to offer. BLC#21949379

16698 Birdbrook Rd.
Noblesville • $589,900

Call Peggy 317.439.3258  
or Jennifer 317.695.6032

Your house  
could be here! 
Give us a call.

317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

18865 Wimbley Way
Noblesville • $289,900

This 3BR, 2BA  ranch is located in family friendly 
Fairfield Farms, huge great room w/doors leading to 
covered patio & fenced backyard, kitchen w/pantry, 

dining area & all appliances stay, new windows, water 
softener & HVAC in 2020, Fence, roof & gutters 2021. 

BLC#21949582

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com

SOLD!

SOLD!

10717 Upland Way
Noblesville • $349,900

Welcome to this lovely 4BR, 2.5BA home, kitchen 
with center island and newer SS appliances, 

spacious family room with gas fireplace, park-like 
backyard with maintenance-free deck, auto-
retractable awning, paver patio, basketball  
court and cute she shed. BLC#21949680

SOLD!

The end of winter 
means its time to get 
ready for the Spring 

selling season!

The REPORTER
The Winter 

Market will run 
from 9 a.m. to 
noon this Satur-
day, Feb. 24 at 
West Fork Whis-
key, 10 E. 191st 
St. The Mar-
ket runs weekly 
through Saturday, 
March 9.

Stop by for 
baked treats, fresh 
produce, meat, 
cheese, dog treats, honey, 
fresh flowers, handcrafted 
items and so much more. 
The market is free and open 
to the public.

The presenting sponsor 
is The Farmers Bank, and 
the host sponsor is West 
Fork Whiskey.
Presenting Sponsor

• Now open in West-
field: The new Financial 
Center is located just behind 
Meijer on Spring Mill Road 
and is open from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on Friday. During busi-
ness hours, high-tech drive-
up smart ATMs are available 
to conduct any transaction 
with or without live help 
without the need to leave 
your vehicle. Click here to 
visit the Westfield Financial 
Center website.

• Cd & Money Market 
specials: Visit The Farmers 
Bank’s table at the market 
to learn more about CD and 
Money Market specials. 
Farmers Bank staff will 
be on hand to share infor-
mation with you and even 
schedule an appointment to 
set up a new account.

• Free tote & enter 
to win: Pick up your free 
Farmers Bank tote bag and 
then enter to win as you en-
ter the market. This month, 
The Farmers Bank is giving 
away a portable Bose speak-
er (value $300) and two Yeti 
thermoses. No purchase 
necessary. Must be 21 or 
older to enter.

Feb. 24 Vendors
The following is a list of 

vendors that have confirmed 
their participation for this 
Saturday. This list is subject 
to change without notice.
• Alcomy LLC
• Angelo’s Italian Market
• Baked, A Cookie Company, LLC
• Becky the Bakester
• BricksMadeBetter 
• Coconut Rose Designs
• Country Fun Freeze
• Creolicious Bakery
• Darling Impressions
• Eagle Creek Apiary
• Emberline Designs
• Emma Mourfield Pottery
• Fungi Meadows
• Glaux Co.
• Gluten Free Creations, Inc.
• H&S Knife Sharpening
• Happy Mutt Pet Bakery
• Heritage Homestead Farms, LLC
• Ice Cream Donuts
• Just Millie and Me 
• Kell Squires Pastures
• Kerusso Tea & Company
• Kim’s Key Lime Cookies, Inc.
• Lazy Labs Bakery
• Old Major
• Park Wagyu Cattle
• PipKing Creations with Soule
• REFcreatives
• Revolt CBD LLC
• Rivet Coffee Bar & Roastery
• Rock-A-Toy
• Rosie Sue Designs
• Simply Chunky Creation
• Sweets by Lauren
• The Food Florist
• The Goodie Basket
• The Kafe (Kafeteria LLC)
• Travelin Tom’s Coffee
• unsoaped, LLC
• Wander Free Design Co
• Wild Loaf, LLC

Don’t miss Saturday’s 
Westfield Winter Market

Cynthia louise Reynolds
april 27, 1955 – February 22, 2024

Cynthia Louise Reynolds, 68, Noblesville, passed away 
on Thursday, February 22, 2024, at 
Hamilton Trace of Fishers. She was 
born on April 27, 1955, to the late Bill 
and Norma (Shenefield) Shipley in 
Marion, Ohio.

Cindy owned Quilt Expressions 
and enjoyed quilting, gardening, flow-
ers, and reading. She was a member of 
Fishers United Methodist Church and 
was the #1 Grandma.

Cindy is survived by her husband, Gary Reynolds; 
sons, Rich (Danny) Spaulding and Dan (Kara) Spaulding; 
stepdaughters, Angela (Eric) Hungate and Tereasa (Rod-
ney) Morphew; grandsons, Seth (Alyssa) Hungate, Chance 
(Kaitlin) Morphew, and Ethan, Dylan, and Logan Spauld-
ing; granddaughters, Victoria (Gio) Menale, Alyson (Ben) 
DiRuzza, Taylor Graham, Elise (Jeremy) Hodges, Skyler 
Sandman, and Lacey (Josh) Jarvis; 11 great-grandchildren; 
sister, Connie Higgins; brothers, Doug (Debbie) Ship-
ley and Russ (Carol) Shipley; brother-in-law, Larry (Pat-
ti) Reynolds; sister-in-law, Mary (Dave) Lawson; several 
nieces and nephews; caregiver and friend, Holly Garber; 
and her dog, Coffee.

A public funeral service (with no visitation prior) will 
be held at 1 p.m. on Friday, March 1, 2024, at Fishers Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 9691 E. 116th St., Fishers. Rev. Mark 
Ellcessor will officiate. Also, a celebration and fellowship 
for all will follow the service at the church with Cindy’s 
favorite sweets.

Memorial contributions may be made to Fishers United 
Methodist Church Food Pantry, 9691 E. 116th St., Fishers, 
IN 46037 (fishersumc.org).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

avery Joseph “Joe” smith
March 3, 1953 – February 6, 2024

Avery Joseph “Joe” Smith, 70, Noblesville, passed 
away on Tuesday, February 6, 2024, 
at Community Hospital North in In-
dianapolis. He was born on March 3, 
1953, to Avery and Corinne (Mann) 
Smith in Greenfield, Ind.

Joe was a teacher for many years. 
He was an avid reader and handyman 
who loved helping with projects. Joe 
enjoyed wood carving, making knives, 
riding ATVs, and traveling. Most of all 

he loved his children and grandchildren.
Joe is survived by his wife, Karol Smith; sons, Colin 

(Leana) Smith, Cameron (Cristal) Smith, and Trent (Emi-
ly) VanEmon; daughters, Betsy (Wes) Federico and Lauren 
VanEmon; siblings, Benita Smith, Charles Smith, Mary 
Rose Sipf, and Joann Smith; grandchildren, Connor, Noah, 
Eli, Ellie, Jacob, Caleb, Evan, Gia, Madison, and the new-
est grandchild, Olivia; and several nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by 
his brother, Carson Smith; and his sisters, Jean Jones and 
Sarah Hornick.

Private family services will be held.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 

to the oncology patient assistant fund at Community Health 
Network Foundation, 7330 Shadeland Station, Suite 150, 
Indianapolis, IN 46256 (ecommunity.com/give).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

thanks for 
reading!

How this year’s eclipse
will be different than 2017

By RYAN MORSE
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

The United States will be 
lucky enough to witness its 
second total solar eclipse in 
the last decade come April 8.

Many across the country 
witnessed the spectacular Au-
gust 2017 total eclipse, which 
was the first of the 21st centu-
ry in the U.S.

That raises the question: 
how will totality be different 
with our upcoming eclipse?

For one, the length of to-
tality will be different. Bri-
an Murphy, a professor of 
physics and astronomy at 
Butler University, says that 
the April solar eclipse will be 
almost two minutes longer 
than 2017.

“So, it is nice we will have 
over three minutes (in 2024) 
for most people in the path of 
totality,” Murphy said.

Of course, in Indianapo-
lis, the 2017 eclipse was only 
partial.

On April 8, 2024, totali-
ty will last 3 minutes and 36 
seconds in Indianapolis be-
ginning at 3:06 p.m. During 
totality, the planets and stars 
visible with clear skies will 

be different than the 2017 
eclipse. Jupiter and Venus 
will be the most notable plan-
ets seen in the 2024 eclipse. 

The path of the eclipse 
will also be much different 
than in 2017.

The Aug. 21, 2017, path 
of totality started in Oregon 
and finished in South Caro-
lina. 

April 8, 2024, will have 
the eclipse go through Texas 
into Indiana and then north-
ern parts of the Northeast. 

Crazy enough, locations 
in southern Illinois will once 
again be in the path of total-
ity.

“There will be a few 
changes,” Murphy said. “The 
2017 eclipse, we weren’t 
quite near solar maximum, 
where we have maximum 
activity of the sun. Here, we 
will be right near solar maxi-
mum. So, there may be intri-
cate details in the corona of 
the sun.”

Butler University will 
host a free eclipse festival 
from noon to 4:30 p.m. April 
8. More than a dozen tele-
scopes will all be equipped 
with solar filters for safe ob-
servation at the event.

mailto:obits%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
www.randallroberts.com
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
mailto:HamiltonCoNorthReporter%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:Subscribe%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=
mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=
mailto:RHall1977%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
http://www.twitter.com/Richie_Hall
http://thedeakyneteam.talktotucker.com/
https://www.thefarmersbank.com/locate-contact/westfield
http://www.fishersumc.org/
https://www.randallroberts.com/obituaries/cynthia-reynolds
https://www.ecommunity.com/give
https://www.randallroberts.com/obituaries/avery-smith
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
https://www.wishtv.com/news/solar-eclipse/how-the-2024-total-solar-eclipse-will-be-different-than-the-2017-eclipse
https://www.butler.edu/arts-sciences/physics-astronomy/faculty-staff/
https://www.butler.edu/arts-sciences/physics-astronomy/faculty-staff/
https://www.butler.edu/arts-sciences/holcomb-observatory/indiana-eclipse-festival/
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Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

CURRENT REAL ESTATE
CENTRAL INDIANA STATISTICS FROM THE 16-COUNTY REGION

JANUARY 2024

What’s your Real 
Estate Story? Born, 
raised and still living 
in Hamilton County, 
it is Dani’s goal 
to help you reach 
yours! Talk to Dani 
today for all your real 
estate needs. She 
knows this area and 
wants to help you 
with your story!

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

97
More Homes 

For Sale
11/22 vs. 11/23

6.7%
Price Decrease

11/22 vs. 11/23

TOP COUNTIES
Jennings Sales Up 66.7%

Bartholomew Sales Up 3.2%

Shelby Sales 0.0%

“ The average home sale price has actually decreased since this time last year, and mortgage interest rates are 
down slightly, creating a steady market,” said Jim Litten, president of F.C. Tucker Company. “While some may be 
hesitant to purchase a home during the holiday season, the majority of central Indiana counties saw increases in 
available housing inventory in November, providing a greater selection of homes for buyers to choose from.”

November 2023 
Average Sale Price

$290,020
compared to this t ime last year

Sales Decreased   
November pended home sales  
compared to this time last year

11.5%

Months of Inventory 
Increased   

15.3%
11/22 vs. 11/23

Interest Rates 
30-Year Fixed   

7.375%
 With an APR 

of 7.486%

THIS MONTH IN REAL ESTATE
CENTRAL INDIANA STATISTICS FROM THE 16-COUNTY REGION

NOVEMBER 2023

FAIR HOUSING
CASES
Total– 9
Rental– 9
Sales– 0
Other– 0

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.comF.C. TUCKER 

COMPANY 317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com   |   DaniRobinsonHomes.com

TOP COUNTIES
Decatur Sales Up 100%
Putnam Sales Up 82.6%
Bartholomew Sales Up 19.7%

FAIR 
HOUSING
CASES
Total– 7
Rental– 6
Sales– 1
Other– 0

55
More Homes  

For Sale
1/23 vs. 1/24

6.6%
Price Increase

1/23 vs. 1/24

January 2024 
Average Sale Price

$326,978
compared to this t ime last year

Sales Decreased   
January pended home sales  

compared to this time last year

4.8%

Months of Inventory Increased   

1.6%
1/23 vs. 1/24

Interest Rates 
30-Year Fixed   

6.875%
 With an APR 

of 7.037%

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, hamilton heights, hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Sheridan, University, Westfield

reporter Sports Friday
Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

CArMeL – University 
finished its regular season 
on a winning note, as the 
Trailblazers beat Phelan 
Academy 82-67 Thursday 
night at the U Center.

It was University’s Se-
nior Night game, so there 
was a large crowd to cheer 
on the ‘Blazers. Emotions 
can run high at a Senior 
Night contest, but after a 
shaky first quarter, Univer-
sity settled in and took care 
of business.

“Senior Night to me is 
always a little tricky with 
the emotion and things like 
that,” said ‘Blazers coach 
Justin Blanding. “As coach-
es, it’s tough for us because 
we change a lot of things. 
We got down early and then 
we fought back.”

The Falcons got Uni-
versity down 6-0 to start 
the game. Appropriately, a 
senior scored the Trailblaz-
ers’ first points, with Robert 
Russell making an and-1 
two and a half minutes into 
the first quarter. Another 
senior, Bryce Gray, tied 
the game at 10-10 with a 
3-pointer.

Junior Max McComb 
hit a 3 to put the ‘Blazers in 
front 13-12, their first lead 
of the game. Derek Callah-
an’s putback moved Phelan 
ahead 14-13 before Mont-
gomery Holland tied it up at 
with a free throw.

That was the last point 
of the first quarter, but the 
senior Holland stepped up 
to open the second quarter, 
nailing a 3. Gray made a lay-
in, and University led 19-14. 
The ‘Blazers stayed in front 
from that point forward, out-
scoring the Falcons 21-11 in 
the second period for a 35-
25 halftime lead. An 8-0 run 
helped things out, with Coo-
per Cammack scoring six of 
those points.

“We want to play fast, 
but at the same time, we 
got to be disciplined in the 
half court,” said Blanding. 
The coach said his team was 
“trying some new things de-
fensively” as it gets ready 
for the sectional tournament 
next week.

“For the most part, we 
executed pretty well,” said 
Blanding.

University kept its of-
fense at a high level in the 
second half, scoring 22 
points in the third quarter 
and 25 more in the fourth. 
McComb was dominant in 
the fourth quarter, pouring 
in 12 points, including a 
6-of-6 effort from the free-
throw line. McComb made 
both his free-throw attempts 
in the second quarter, so he 
finished a perfect 8-of-8 on 
his way to 24 points.

McComb reached dou-
ble-double status by col-
lecting 11 rebounds. So did 
Cammack, as he totaled 14 
rebounds and 13 points. 
Gray added 14 points and 
dished out eight assists. 
The Trailblazers had an as-
tounding 14 blocked shots: 
McComb made five blocks, 
Holland had four and Cam-
mack made two. Holland 
had nine points and six re-
bounds.

“It’s definitely a collec-
tive effort,” said Blanding. 
“We’ve been on everybody. 
The last three or four games 
we haven’t been very effi-
cient on the defensive end, 
rebounding and things like 
that. So, we wanted to make 
it a point to do that tonight 
because in a tournament, if 
you don’t rebound, you’re 
not going to win.”

University finished the 
regular season 11-12. The 
Trailblazers travel to Class 
2A Sectional 43 at Sheridan 
next week, taking on the 
host Blackhawks in the first 
semifinal at 6 p.m. Friday, 
March 1.

UNIVERSITY 82, PHELAN ACADEMY 67
University FG FT TP PF
David Walz 0-0 0-0 0 1
Bryce Gray 5-11 2-2 14 1
Jackson Bledsoe 2-4 0-0 4 2
Robert Russell 3-9 1-3 7 4
Joe Rozembajgier 0-0 0-0 0 1
Max McComb 7-15 8-8 24 3
Montgomery Holland 3-9 2-4 9 4
Cooper Cammack 6-10 1-2 13 3
Zien Bland 2-3 0-0 4 2
Faisal Mohamud 1-7 1-2 4 2
Jalen Scott 0-1 0-0 0 0
DJ Willis 1-1 0-0 3 0
Leslie Carroll 0-0 0-0 0 0
Phil Berebitsky 0-0 0-0 0 0
Totals 30-70 15-21 82 23

Score by Quarters
Phelan academy 14 11 16 26 – 67
University 14 21 22 25 – 82
University 3-point shooting (7-22) McComb 2-7, Gray 2-5, Moha-
mud 1-4, Holland 1-2, Willis 1-1, Bledsoe 0-1, Russell 0-1, Scott 
0-1.
University rebounds (45) Cammack 14, McComb 11, Holland 6, 
Gray 4, Russell 3, Mohamud 3, Scott 2, Bledsoe 1, Bland 1.

Reporter photos by Richie Hall
(ABOVE) University senior Robert Russell scored seven points during the Trailblazers’ game with 
Pheland Academy Friday at the U Center. The ‘Blazers won 82-67. (BELOW) Senior Bryce Gray takes 
the ball to the basket.

Basketball

University ends regular season on 
top in victory over Phelan Academy

WESTFIELD 72, PIKE 46
Westfield	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Trey Buchanan 5 2-2 16 1
Will Harvey 4 0-2 11 2
Charles Farrell 1 1-1 3 2
Durante Morton 5 0-2 10 1
Nic Book 7 1-2 15 3
Drew Haffner 3 0-0 7 2
Carsen Melvin 1 0-0 2 1
Caleb Wise 0 0-0 0 1
Rylan Rauch 1 0-0 2 0
Brock Detamore 1 4-5 6 0
Ryan Hunsucker 0 0-0 0 0
Logan Sumpter 0 0-0 0 0
Totals 28 8-14 72 13

Score by Quarters
Pike 10 6 14 16 – 46
Westfield 18 14 17 23 – 72
Westfield 3-pointers (8) Buchanan 4, Harvey 3, Haffner.

The REPORTER
Westfield cruised to victo-

ry in its regular-season finale, 
beating Pike 72-46 Thursday 
at CSI Gymnasium.

The Class 4A No. 3 
Shamrocks outscored the 
Red Devils in all four quar-
ters, leading 18-10 after one. 
Durante Morton had six 
points in the opening period. 
Westfield led 32-16 at half-
time, then extended that ad-
vantage to 49-30 after three 
quarters. Will Harvey made 
two 3-pointers in the third. 

The Shamrocks sprint-
ed to the finish line with 23 
points in the fourth quarter. 
Drew Haffner helped out 
with seven points. Nine 
different Westfield players 

scored during the game.
Four Shamrocks reached 

double figures. Trey Bu-
chanan led the way with 
16 points, including four 
triples. Nic Book added 15 
points; he and Buchanan 
scored in every quarter. Har-
vey totaled three 3s on his 
way to 11 points and Morton 
finished with 10 points.

Westfield completed 
the regular season at 19-
2, which is the best regu-
lar-season record in school 
history. The ‘Rocks will 
play in Sectional 8 next 
week, taking on the win-
ner of Tuesday’s Nobles-
ville-Zionsville game in the 
Friday, March 1 semifinal at 
6 p.m.

The REPORTER
Hamilton Southeastern 

dropped its regular-season 
finale on Thursday, falling 
at home to North Central 
66-47.

The Panthers jumped 
out to a 16-5 lead after one 
quarter, extending it to 29-
14 by halftime. The Royals 
got their offense going with 
20 points in the third period, 
keeping them within 47-34 
going into the fourth quar-
ter, but North Central out-
scored Southeastern 19-13 

in the fourth.
Donovan Hamilton 

scored 21 points for the 
Royals. Michael Griffith led 
the rebounds with six, while 
Braeden Totten had five.

Southeastern finished 
the regular season 15-7 and 
plays at Class 4A Sectional 
8 in Noblesville next week. 
The Royals will take on the 
winner of Tuesday’s first-
round game between Carm-
el and Fishers in the Friday, 
March 1 semifinals at ap-
proximately 7:30 p.m.

NORTH CENTRAL 66,
HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN 47

Southeastern FG FT TP PF
Donovan Hamilton 7-11 5-13 21 4
Deion Miles 0-2 0-0 0 0
Nathaniel Orr 2-9 2-3 7 2
Michael Griffith 0-2 2-4 2 2
Kameron Anthony 1-1 2-3 4 5
Braeden Totten 2-7 1-4 7 2
Maverick Young 2-6 0-0 6 0
Jack Jacobs 0-1 0-0 0 0
Lucas Weemer 0-0 0-0 0 0
Kallen Hoeft 0-0 0-0 0 0
Kian Kelly 0-1 0-0 0 0
Aiden Tappendorf 0-0 0-0 0 0
Totals 14-40 12-27 47 15

Score by Quarters
North central 16 13 18 19 – 66
Southeastern 5 9 20 13 – 47
Southeastern 3-point shooting (7-25) Young 2-6, Totten 2-5, Hamil-
ton 2-3, Orr 1-8, Jacobs 0-1, Miles 0-1, Kelly 0-1.
Southeastern rebounds (21) Griffith 6, Totten 5, Hamilton 2, Orr 2, 
Anthony 2, Weemer 1, team 3.

HSE falls to North Central Shamrocks cruise to big win
over Pike to finish regular season

thanks for reading the reporter!

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
https://www.joshuaherdphotography.com/
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://readthereporter.com
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sPorts scHedule
Friday, Feb. 23
BOYS BASKETBALL

Waldron at Sheridan, 7:30 p.m.
Hamilton Heights at Rensselaer Central, 8 p.m.

BOYS SWIMMING
State swimming preliminaries, 6 p.m. at IU Natatorium

GYMNASTICS SECTIONALS
Fishers, Noblesville at The Gymnastics Company, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 24
BOYS SWIMMING

Diving preliminaries and semifinals, 9 p.m. at IU Natatorium
Swimming and diving finals, 1 p.m. at IU Natatorium

GYMNASTICS SECTIONALS
Guerin Catholic, Westfield at Lafayette Jefferson, 9 a.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

hAMILToN CoUNTy SPorTS Sports editor richie hall | Sports@readThereporter.com | Twitter @richie_hall
Noblesville, Carmel, Westfield, Sheridan, Hamilton Heights, Fishers, University, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Southeastern

Five central Indiana artists selected
to welcome race fans in May

Submitted by IMS
Indianapolis Motor 

Speedway and Indianapolis 
Arts Council announced Feb. 
22 the five artists selected 
to create the 2024 Welcome 
Race Fans artworks, which 
are a culmination of the Hoo-
sier hospitality that welcomes 
visitors to the city throughout 
the Month of May.

Selected from a pool of 
38 applicants, the five artists 
who will create this year’s 
welcoming artwork are Anna 
Afshar, Lindsey Lord, Mira-
cle Hall (Ratat Rayay), Jaylei 
Marie Osting and Carlos 
Sosa Pagán.

Since 2016, Welcome 
Race Fans artwork has ex-
emplified what May means 
to Indianapolis, both on and 
off track. Each year, Central 
Indiana artists are challenged 
to bring to life what “The 
Greatest Spectacle in Rac-
ing” means to the Racing 
Capital of the World. While 
some artists utilize vibrant 
colors with bold strokes and 
others manipulate computer 
coding, all Welcome Race 
Fans artists rely on their own 
personal connections to tell 
the beautifully unique story 
of Indianapolis and its cul-
ture.

“The city of Indianapolis 

and the people who call Indy 
home are one of the many 
reasons the Month of May is 
so special,” said IMS Pres-
ident J. Douglas Boles. “As 
thousands flock to IMS from 
across the globe, the Wel-
come Race Fans art is one 
of the first things they see, 
letting them know they’re 
home, too.”

Each artist will create a 
piece of original artwork, to 
be placed throughout the city, 
using their own unique pro-
cesses and styles to showcase 
the intersection of art and 
motorsports.

For Anna Afshar, art is 
a way of life. She enjoys 
depicting all subjects while 
challenging herself to bring 
a moment to life. With the 
use of watercolor, oils and 
acrylics, Afshar looks to 
have fun while creating art 
and connecting with people 
who have an appreciation of 
creative artwork.

Miracle Hall, known as 
Ratat Rayay, utilizes vibrant 
colors, bold strokes and in-
tricate details to bring to life 
their cosmic art style. As they 
blur the lines between reali-
ty and imagination, Ratat 
Rayay aims to challenge con-
ventional beauty while high-
lighting beauty in diversity.

Lindsey Lord finds inspi-
ration for her artwork in her 
environment. Motherhood, 
memories and nature are at 
the center of her creative pro-
cess. Through her work, she 
aims to highlight the beauty 
in the persistent nature found 
in the world.

As a young abstract 
painter, Jaylei Marie Osting 
uses techniques to create 
constant movement and an 
array of color in her artwork. 
Music is the foundation of 
her art process, as her paint-
ings reflect what she envi-
sions while listening.

Carlos Sosa Pagán com-
bines an extensive graphic 
design career with his con-
temporary interpretations of 
Latin American cultural im-
agery. With both hand-drawn 
and digital imagery, Sosa 
aims to depict his views sur-
rounding the complexity and 
uniqueness of the multicul-
tural environments in which 

we live.
The five Welcome Race 

Fans artworks will be un-
veiled Thursday, May 2 at the 
Indianapolis Artsgarden with 
the artists and other special 
guests.

“‘The Greatest Spectacle 
in Racing’ meets the ‘Great-
est Art in Racing’ in this 
highly anticipated annual 
collaboration with the Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway," 
said Julie Goodman, presi-
dent and CEO at Indy Arts 
Council. "Welcoming the 
world to Indianapolis with 
engaging public art is a key 
part of our mission, and we 
are excited to celebrate the 
creativity of this year's fea-
tured artists in May.”

To explore the full list 
of Indy 500 community ini-
tiatives and programs, visit 
IMS.com/Community. To 
see an up-to-date calendar of 
events IMS will have a pres-
ence at this May, click here.

Photo courtesy Landon Denison, NHS Shadow Yearbook
Noblesville’s Cameron Wilson has committed to the DePauw University football and track and 
field teams. (Front row, from left) Rodney Wilson (father), Cameron Wilson, and Jennifer Wilson 
(mother). (Back row, from left) Jon Glaub (Noblesville Boys Track & Field Head Coach), Jaxson 
Wilson (brother), and Dave Sharpe (Noblesville Football Head Coach).

Noblesville’s Cameron Wilson 
commits to DePauw University

Paul Poteet . . .
Your Hometown Weatherman!
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