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A bay of flour
Mother told this 

story of the day the 
aroma of freshly baked 
bread filled our kitch-
en. Its heady smell 
greets anyone who 
opens our door. Does 
anything smell better?

Once upon a time 
I (Mom) did not care 
much for homemade 
bread – or baker's 
bread either for that matter. I even won-
dered why my mother-in-law baked round 
loaves. Why not the usual rectangles?

When I was 35 or so, Grandma Theresa 
Adler broke her right arm. That was dras-
tic. Grandpa was a non-cooker; he didn't 
like nor have the time to eat out. I filled the 
gap by keeping them supplied with freshly 
pared potatoes, carrots, etc. Grandma used 
her left hand and got along rather well.

Verna was five that fall and stayed with 
Grandma two or three evenings each week. 
Grandma taught her to scrape carrots and do 
small kitchen chores.

But Grandpa missed the homemade 
bread. That was his mainstay. Grandma 
couldn't knead the dough. Verna was too 
small.

That fall Grandpa had already taken the 
wheat to Geneva flour mill. There he ex-
changed it for the winter's supply of flour. 
One morning he brought me a 25-pound 
sack of the white stuff.

I baked pies, cakes, cookies, doughnuts 
– too many. But yeast bread! Never! Bis-
cuits, pancakes, yes. Bread, no. I didn't like 
it, I didn't have time. You know the excuses 
one can find to not do what one does not 
wish to do.

Grandpa did not ask me to bake bread 
and I knew he enjoyed the pies. The flour 
was just a gift he knew I could use.

But Grandpa worked hard and didn't ask 
for much.

One day I bought some yeast.
The children wanted plenty of crust. 

Round loaves were the answer.
And the aroma. Does anything smell 

better! Even my initial attempts were edi-
ble.

Grandpa soon brought me the second 
bag of flour.

DHA/10/29/86 (Verna was five so this 
happened fall of 1952.)

ray adler
Ask Adler
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Ugh . . . that’s a pretty big donation!
Submitted

TikTok influencer @Ugh_
Madison gained national at-
tention for a recent surprise 
visit to an Indianapolis Kroger 
store. She put on an apron and 
went to work, spending several 
hours on the job, performing 
different tasks before being 
recognized. Madison then en-
tertained her subscribers with a 
TikTok post that followed her 
day as a Kroger volunteer, also 
captivating Business Insider. 

Kroger then reached out to 
be Madison’s first brand part-
nership, inviting the influencer 
to its Marketplace store in Fish-
ers to see what it’s really like to 
work at Kroger. During her job 
shadow day, Madison arranged 
flowers, bagged groceries, and 
decorated cakes. In her post af-
ter that visit, Madison called it 
“the best day ever.” 

This is the first-of-its-kind 
collaboration for Kroger and 
an influencer, and the innova-
tive partnership made it possi-
ble for Madison to gain expe-
rience she had not anticipated 
in Kroger philanthropy. Kroger 
pledged to support local hunger 
relief based on views of Madi-
son’s posts.

On Wednesday, Madison 
joined members of the Kroger 
team for a $4,000 donation to fund 
hunger relief in Hamilton County.

Hamilton County Harvest 
Food Bank received the do-
nation at Kroger Marketplace, 

11700 Olio Road, Fishers.
Wednesday’s donation in 

Fishers supports Kroger’s Zero 
hunger | Zero Waste hunger 
relief plan, a commitment to 
Kroger communities around 
the country. Since its inception 

in 2017, Zero Hunger | Zero 
Waste has given more than $1.3 
billion to hunger relief, which 
includes 582 million pounds of 
surplus fresh food rescued and 
donated for a total of 3 billion 
meals directed to communities.

Hamilton Heights salutes 
its school bus drivers

The REPORTER
Today, Feb. 22, is School 

Bus Driver Appreciation 
Day. In their honor, Hamil-
ton Heights is spotlighting the 
valuable contributions its driv-
ers and transportation depart-
ment make to the district. 

From bus and student 
safety to route planning and 
maintenance, it takes good 
communication and a strong, 
coordinated effort between 
Heights personnel, parents, po-
lice, and highway departments 
to provide Heights’ roughly 
1,200 bus riders safe and time-
ly travel. 

In addition to daily routes, 
drivers also cover athletic 
event trips, educational field 
trips, and other school-spon-
sored activities. With a fleet of 
some 40 school buses, Heights’ 
bus drivers bring over 360 
combined years of safe driving 

experience to the district. They 
are friends and neighbors who 
live and work in the communi-
ty. They are also the first people 

Heights students and parents 
see in the morning and the last 
they see in the afternoon. Some 
of Heights drivers have been 

driving for Heights for more 
than 30 years. 

Photos provided
(LEFT) Rodney Cummings has been driving a Hamilton Heights school bus for 
20 years. He loves his job, and it shows. (CENTER) Barrie Summers and her 
daughter Devon. Summers is one of the newest members of the Hamilton Heights 
transportation team. For Summers, the job offers the flexibility she needs as a parent. 
(RIGHT) Driving a bus for Hamilton Heights allows Linda Bragg the opportunity to 
earn supplemental income and provide a needed service to the school.

Vulnerability 
brings blessings

Openly talking 
about and sharing my 
disability and all that 
comes with it is fairly 
new to me.

In fact, if you 
knew me growing up 
you may even be sur-
prised that I am being 
so open. I used to be 
the exact opposite, and 
except for a select few 
people, I just didn't talk about my disability, 
or the struggles that it causes.

Part of that was because growing up, 
even though I was disabled, I didn't have 
a diagnosis. So, it was hard to talk about 
something when I didn't even know what 
I was talking about. A frequently asked 
question growing up was, “What is wrong 
with you?”

That question immediately sent me into 
a panic. It was hard reliving the fact that I 
didn't know what was “wrong” every time 
someone would ask me. I felt so embar-
rassed when I would say “Well, I don't re-
ally know.” People would look at me like 
I had lost my mind, and some would even 
question me saying, “What do you mean 
you don't know?”

That happened hundreds of times before 
I was diagnosed, and I carried a lot of shame 
around for many years because of that. Until 
I was officially diagnosed five years ago, I 
just didn't speak of my disability too much.

aMy SHINNeMaN
Disability in the City
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Photo provided
Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank Executive Director Anita Hagen (second from 
left) accepts Kroger’s $4,000 donation to the food  bank thanks to the volunteerism of 
TikTok influencer @Ugh_Madison.

Democrats elect Jocelyn Vare as chairperson
Former Fishers City Council member focused on growth & strengthening party
The REPORTER

On Saturday, Feb. 17, the 
Hamilton County Democratic 
Party elected former Fishers 
City Councilor Jocelyn Vare to 
serve as its chairperson.

Precinct chairs and vice 
chairs were called to an elec-
tion to select a chair to finish 
outgoing Chair Dayna Col-
bert’s term. Colbert resigned to 
focus on her role as Executive 
Director for the Indiana Dem-
ocratic Party.

“Congratulations to Joc-
elyn Vare on becoming the 
next Hamilton County Chair,” 
Colbert said. “Jocelyn knows 

how important the 
upcoming election 
is and has spent the 
last few years as an 
important voice in 
the Fishers commu-
nity for fairness and 
growth. She helped 
pave the way for 
past, current and 
future candidates. 
Democrats are uniting for 2024 
and are ready to bring balance 
to Hoosier politics.”

Vare brings a variety of ex-
perience from her time as Fish-
ers City Councilor, her leader-
ship in the communications 

and business world, 
and her commitment 
to the Hamilton 
County community.

“My goal contin-
ues to be strength-
ening Hamilton 
County Democrats 
– candidates and 
voters – to achieve 
a healthy politi-

cal balance here for the first 
time,” Vare said. “This goal is 
shared by a skyrocketing num-
ber of Democratic volunteers 
who devote time and effort to 
serve as the backbone of our 
growing party. There are more 

Democratic voters in Hamil-
ton County than ever before. 
Our candidates are strong and 
ready to lead.”

Vare’s first priority is sup-
porting Democratic candidates 
in the upcoming election.

“Voters in Hamilton Coun-
ty will have important choices 
on their ballot this Novem-
ber and the Hamilton County 
Democratic Party will make 
sure that all voters are in-
formed with the facts and pre-
pared to use their voices,” Vare 
said. “When Hamilton County 

Vare

See Vare . . . Page 2

Hamilton County Harvest benefits from TikTok/Kroger partnership
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For example, Linda 
Hodgin has some 35 years 
of experience driving a 
school bus for Heights. 
Hodgin, who subbed for 
two years before a full-time 
driver job became available, 
only planned to drive while 
her own kids were in school. 
Soon one of her grandsons 
will be riding the bus to 
school.

“Driving a bus is a good 
job,” Hodgin said. “Oh, you 
will have some rough days. 
But the good ones outweigh 
the rougher ones by far.”

For Hodgin, it’s all the 
people that she meets that 
help make her job one she 
really enjoys.

Kim Brown, who was let 
go from her corporate job 
after 30 years and has been 
a Heights bus driver for six 
years, agrees.

“Heights provided 
training and it was close to 
home,” said Brown, whose 
husband, Jody, has been 
driving for Heights for eight 
years. “I wanted something 
that wasn’t so many hours. 
The best part of the job is the 
hugs I get along with getting 

to watch the kids grow from 
year to year.” 

Brown said the most 
difficult part is driving and 
having discipline problems 
you can’t see or do anything 
about. This is where parents 
can help make a difference 
in terms of behavior, man-
ners, and respect. These 
positive behaviors carry 
on to the bus and at school 
helping to make students’ 
school days healthier, hap-
pier, and more successful.

Rodney Cummings, 
who has been driving for 
Heights for 20 years, says 
it’s the kids and the people 
he works with that he likes 
best about his job.

“Being a bus driver is 
more than a job,” explained 
Cummings, who loves his 
job, and it shows. “It's an 
adventure. It truly is an ad-
venture. Day in day out. You 
never know what you're 
going to get from the kids. 
They're full of totally differ-
ent personalities on a daily 
basis. And for the most part, 
it's always a positive expe-
rience. So, if you want your 
summers off and you want 

an adventure – this is the job 
and the place for you!” 

Linda Bragg, a driver for 
Hamilton Heights for nine 
years, said it’s a secondary 
job that allows her to still 
clean houses – something 
she has been doing for over 
for over 25 years. For her 
and the other drivers, it’s a 
role that you earn through 
training, lots of testing and 
hard work – to earn their 
CDL, hired for the privi-
lege to drive a school bus, 
and accept the responsibility 
to get students to and from 
school and events safely.

A highlight of the day 
for Bragg is when the kids 
show that they care and ap-
preciate her.

“Another plus is the 
beautiful sunrise and scen-
ery most days bring,” she 
added. 

Barrie Summers is one 
of the district’s newest driv-
ers. She chose to pursue this 
position because it allows 
her to maintain a healthy 
and consistent balance be-
tween working and being a 
full-time single parent, and 
to be off during the summer. 

For her, the best aspect of 
her work is the daily interac-
tion with the students while 
transporting them to their 
destinations safely.

“Making an effort to 
ensure each student begins 
and ends their school day by 
way of a pleasant bus ride 
is very fulfilling,” Summers 
said. “School bus driving 
is much more than simply 
providing transportation. 
It is about connecting with 
students on an individual 
level, and allowing them to 
feel seen, heard, and secure 
by the driver during the bus 
ride.”

“We have a really great 
transportation team,” Su-
perintendent Dr. Derek 
Arrowood said. “I want to 
recognize and thank our 
incredible bus drivers who 
provide safe transportation 
to school and home and 
to and from events. That’s 
about 940 miles daily to de-
liver its passengers to their 
school or home destinations. 
Our drivers are good stew-
ards, role models and an im-
portant link in the education 
chain at Heights.”

It was like the script 
flipped when I was diag-
nosed. I had this nudging 
to share more of my story. 
I felt like I finally knew all 
of me and I felt more con-
fident to share. As I got in-
volved with the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association, I 
felt like I had a purpose to 
start sharing my story to 
reach others who may be 
feeling alone. I started out 
serving as MDA's Indiana 
state ambassador. I would 
go where fundraisers were 
being presented to different 
partners of the MDA with 
the executive director. He 
would introduce the fund-
raiser and goals, and then 
I did what was called the 
“mission moment.”

That's the part where 
I connected my story to 
MDA's mission. He and I 
would brainstorm ideas of 
ways we could help and 
make connections to reach 
others. He suggested I could 
start doing some videos they 
could share to reach fami-
lies and individuals living 
with muscular dystrophy. 
When he first brought up 
the idea of making videos, I 
was intimidated by it. I real-
ly couldn't see myself doing 
that! He encouraged me to 
do so, and as time went on, 
I stumbled my way through 
it. I guess you could say I 
have gotten more comfort-
able with it.

Sometimes, we just need 
that one person to push us 
outside of our comfort zone.

I will never forget the 
first message I got from 
someone from a different 
country who had run across 
one of my videos. It said, 
“I just looked at your page. 

Thanks for letting so many 
available information on 
growing up with a physical 
disability. As a parent of a 
child with a physical dis-
ability, has given me one 
more good prospect to go 
ahead with HOPE. You are 
beautiful by the way. May 
your path ahead be always 
bright and full of joys.”

If I was still question-
ing being vulnerable and 
sharing my story to help 
others, after reading that, I 
would no longer question 
why I was doing what I was 
doing. Through sharing my 
experience of living with 
a disability to help others, 
I had given ONE person 
HOPE! I get emotion-
al when I think about the 
many after that who have 
sent very similar messag-
es. They felt hopeless, and 
finding someone who has 
walked a similar path gives 
them hope. I longed for that 
growing up.

Sometimes I don't feel 
worthy of some of the mes-
sages I receive. However, 
to me, it just solidifies that 
by walking humbly coura-
geously, and opening my-
self up with a mission of 
reaching others who are 
feeling alone, I am on the 
path meant for me. There 
is purpose in the struggle. I 
have been blessed by being 
vulnerable. 

Until next time …
Amy Shinneman is a for-

mer National Ambassador 
for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, disability blog-
ger, wife, and mom of two 
boys. You can find her blog 
at humblycourageous.com 
and reach her on Instagram 
@ashinneman. 

citizens pledge to never skip 
a vote, their voices make In-
diana a better place to live.”

Prior to her election as 
chair, Vare served as an at-
large member of Fishers 
City Council and the first 
Democrat ever elected to 
Fishers municipal office. 
Vare ran for Indiana State 
Senate in 2022, earning over 
16,000 votes from Fish-
ers residents. A Hamilton 

County resident for over 25 
years, she is a mom of two 
adult children, a local small 
business owner, a volunteer, 
and a champion for the com-
munity.

Vare is a member of 
the current class of Hoosier 
Women Forward, a state-
wide leadership training 
program designed to em-
power Democratic wom-
en to become more active 

participants in politics and 
leaders in their communi-
ties. She is a graduate of 
Fishers City Government 
Academy, Hamilton County 
Leadership Academy, Ball 
State’s Economic Develop-
ment Course and Commu-
nity Development Course. 
She is the chairperson of the 
Fishers Arts + Culture Com-
mission and has been an 
advocate for its diverse cre-

ative community. In 2021, 
she was recognized as an 
Impact Award nominee, one 
of 30 alumni designated in 
the Hamilton County Lead-
ership Academy’s 30-year 
history.

Vare’s term began im-
mediately upon election on 
Feb. 17 and will continue 
until March 2025.

For more information, 
visit hamcodemsin.org.

Vare
from Page 1
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Blessings
from Page 1

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!
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http://paulpoteet.com
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Bien Mexicana
150 S Peru St, Cicero

Open Mic Tuesdays 
7-10 p.m.

Trivia Wednesdays 
7:30-9:30 p.m.
Keyboardist 

Dave Lowe every 
Thursday 6-9 p.m.

17419 Suite C, Carey Rd., Westfield
317.867.0397

Live Music Feb. 23 - Storm Crow

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday February 23
Troye Kinnett

 Reservations Recommended 

How did I get here?
My name is 

Mary McBride. 
I am 28 years 
old. I live here in 
Hamilton County 
where I grew up.

After gradu-
ating high school 
in 2014, my boy-
friend Justin and 
I got married. We 
had big plans. I 
would work and put him 
through drafting school. 
When he graduated and 
found work, we’d start our 
family. I always wanted four 
kids, two girls and two boys. 
Justin preferred just two, 
one of each.

Circumstances dictated 
a different path for our fami-
ly. Life happened.

By 2018, our second 
daughter was born, and Jus-
tin’s progress towards a de-
gree and a job was still over 
a year away. My dad got sick 
and, being the only daughter 
around, it fell to me to help 
my mother care for him.

We never planned to be 
hungry. We never planned to 
bottom out. It just happened. 
Looking back on our life 
together, it’s clear that we 
made some poor choices.

First, we couldn’t afford 
tuition, so Justin and I both 
took jobs. We planned to 
save money so he could go 
back to school the following 
year and we’d be back on 
track. Then the bank repos-
sessed our car. We moved in 
with my folks but the strain 
on our marriage was grow-
ing with each week. We 
rented a small two-bedroom 
place up north. My parents 
would try to help us with 
costs, and I am so grate-
ful for all that they did. We 

knew that we had 
to make it on our 
own.

The same 
week that Justin 
took a job in Okla-
homa, I found 
out that we were 
pregnant with our 
third child. Now 
we are really in a 
jam, Justin’s out 

of state, I’m working, and 
my retired parents are on a 
fixed income and can’t help.

We didn’t plan to be 
here, and we certainly don’t 
want to be here. Then I 
found out that our soon-to-
be family of five makes too 
much money to qualify for 
public assistance. We are lit-
erally on our own.

Boom! Then comes the 
pandemic. Fortunately, Jus-
tin’s job was what they call 
“essential” meaning he kept 
his job. I, however, wasn’t 
so lucky. 

I can remember people 
telling me, “Mary, hold on, 
it will get better.” As much 
as I’d like to believe that, 
I’d see what was in the cup-
board. Justin was sending 
home all that he could, and 
it just wasn’t enough to get 
the family to a place of sta-
bility. We were food chal-
lenged.

The next two years were 
very tough. I took work 
where I could. My father 
passed away. I learned about 
food pantries at churches 
and was fortunate to meet 
the wonderful people at the 
Good Samaritan Network. I 
don’t know what we would 
have done if it wasn’t for 
their support.

Fast forward to 2024, 
we are back on track, Justin 

works as a supervisor for a 
large manufacturing com-
pany here in town, and we 
volunteer providing meals 
to people in need. 

I’m telling my story to 
inform and enlighten people 
who live in Hamilton Coun-
ty. Hunger is real, the strug-
gle is real, and my family 
depended on the generosity 
of others to get us through. I 
never wanted to be there but 
if my story helps someone 
else, wonderful.

This story is a composite 
of several people’s stories. 
To protect their anonymity, 
we blended several stories 
together to illustrate the 
point. There are food-chal-
lenged neighbors in Hamil-
ton County. Hunger is real 
in our neck of the woods.

Feeding Team provides 
a way and a place for those 
in need to get food for their 
family. While each pantry 
really is just a big wood-
en yellow box, it means so 
much more for donors and 
for families in need. You are 
welcome to join us as to-
gether we fight to eliminate 
hunger in Hamilton County.

* * *
With over 47,000 

food-challenged neighbors 
in Hamilton County, Feed-
ingTeam.org is a registered 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit or-
ganization that provides 
outdoor 24/7/365 no-ques-
tions-asked free food pan-
tries throughout the county. 

The pantries exist to meet 
the food insecurity needs of 
gap families, neighbors who 
may not qualify for public 
assistance and could use a 
few meals before payday. 
The pantries serve as many 
food-challenged neighbors 

as possible, and our hearts 
are with those who, like my 
family, could not always 
make ends meet. 

Thank you for sup-
porting the pantries. We 
love serving with so many 
neighbors across Hamilton 
County. In future columns, 
we will share more stories 
about how your generosity 
served neighbors in times 
of need. The face of hunger 
in Hamilton County is not 
what you may think. 

In practical terms, this 
straightforward way to 
help neighbors is having 
real impact on lives, fami-
lies, and our communities. 
Thank you. A few meals 
can change the course of a 
person’s life. A can of green 
beans means so much more 
when you have nothing to 
feed your kids.

Would you like to get in-
volved? Volunteer opportu-
nities are available. We are 
evaluating new pantry loca-
tions. If you think you have 
a potential location, please 
contact us.

Mark and Lisa Hall are 
the Founders of Feeding 
Team. They may be reached 
at lisa@feedingteam.org and 
mark@feedingteam.org or 
by calling (317) 832-1123.

MarK Hall

COlUMNIST

The Feeding Team Feature

FeedingTeam.org
Facts

58 pantries
10,000 meals in Dec. 2023
Over 30 volunteer families

Thanks for
reading

The REPORTER
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A farmer has misplaced some eggs and is pretty sure they  
are somewhere on the Nickel Plate Express! 

Come share in a little rail adventure as you roll through  
Hamilton County’s northern countryside to see the trees in 

bloom while enjoying a snack and a springtime story.
March 23, 24 and 30

Tickets at NickelPlateExpress.com

Photo provided by Noblesville Lions Club / Jake Doll
On Feb. 15, the Noblesville and Carmel Lions assisted Gleaners in serving over 120 families with 
food from the mobile pantry. The Carmel Lions and Noblesville Lions are proud to assist Gleaners 
with this important monthly project in Hamilton County. (Above) Noblesville Lions included Mark 
Bachar, Ron Williamson, Jeff Kozicki, Joe Arrowood, Ed Shea, Terry Dawson, Steve Shaw, and Joe 
Connerley. Carmel Lions included Bill Ryan and Bob Yunker.

Noblesville & Carmel Lions assist 
with Gleaners’ mobile pantry

RQAW I DCCM
announces Lisa Casler 
as company president

Submitted
RQAW I DCCM, an ar-

chitecture and engineering 
firm located in Fishers, has 
announced Lisa 
Casler as the new 
RQAW President, 
effective February 
2024. This marks 
a pivotal moment 
in the firm’s tra-
jectory following 
its acquisition by 
DCCM, an infra-
structure design 
firm headquartered in Hous-
ton, Texas. 

Founded in 1954, 
RQAW I DCCM has estab-
lished itself as a leader in 
the industry over the last 70 
years, providing exceptional 
service and helping their cli-
ents build thriving commu-
nities. Acquired by DCCM 
in 2022, this partnership has 
allowed RQAW to expand 
its reach and enhance its ca-
pabilities through DCCM's 
diverse divisions throughout 
the United States.

As a graduate of Purdue 

University and resident of 
Hamilton County, Casler 
has over 27 years of expe-
rience in the transportation 

engineering in-
dustry. She be-
gan her career in 
1997 at the Indi-
ana Department 
of Transportation, 
going on to work 
for an Indianap-
olis-based engi-
neering firm for 
12 years.

Since joining RQAW in 
2016, Casler has made sig-
nificant contributions to the 
company’s success. She has 
excelled in her roles of Di-
rector of Roadway Services 
and, most recently, Division 
Director of Transportation, 
where she was responsible 
for overseeing the delivery 
of all transportation proj-
ects and services across 
seven departments. Her 
commitment to excellence 
and ability to lead has been 

Casler

See Casler . . . Page 6

Noblesville Schools listed among the top
employers in the nation by Forbes Magazine
The REPORTER

Noblesville Schools an-
nounced Wednesday it has 
been named one of Ameri-
ca’s Best Midsize 
Employers by 
Forbes Magazine. 
The district was 
rated No. 18 in 
the national rank-
ing, the highest of 
any organization 
in Indiana. 

“Our staff is 
exceptional and 
we’re proud to be 
recognized for our unique 
culture of caring, innova-
tion and excellence,” Su-
perintendent Dr. Dan Hile 
said. “We place a high value 
on employee recognitions, 
professional development, 
community service, staff 
celebrations, competitive 
compensation and bene-
fits, mentor networks, and 
safety and mental well-be-
ing. Noblesville Schools is 
a great place to be and we 
appreciate this prestigious 
honor.” 

The annual ranking is 
conducted by Forbes in 
partnership with market re-
search firm Statista and is 

based on a survey of more 
than 170,000 U.S.-based 
workers at American com-
panies. Organizations with 

1,000 to 5,000 
employees were 
deemed midsize 
employers and 
survey respon-
dents were asked 
to rate their em-
ployer, and if they 
would recom-
mend their em-
ployer to others. 
Companies pay 

no fee to be considered.
Noblesville Schools 

is the largest employer in 
Noblesville with approxi-
mately 1,800 employees. 
In addition to educators, the 
district depends on many 
other types of employees 
to serve students including 
facility personnel, social 
workers, technology staff, 
food services, bus drivers, 
secretaries, human resourc-
es, finance professionals, 
and more.  

Learn more about ca-
reers at Noblesville Schools 
here.

Click here to see the full 
list of Forbes honorees.

hile

Photos provided by Noblesville Schools

https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://www.noblesvilleschools.org/domain/1984
https://www.forbes.com/lists/best-midsize-employers/%3Fsh%3D508b28da210f
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THE SKIES ALIGN FOR A SPECTACULAR SHOW 
IN HAMILTON COUNTY ON APRIL 8, 2024

Get ready to be mesmerized by a celestial masterpiece as the communities of Carmel, Fishers, 
Noblesville, Westfield and the Northern Towns become the perfect stage for the total solar eclipse, 
when the moon gracefully dances in front of the sun and casts its shadow across the landscape.

Witness the magic of the cosmos with friends and family at official viewing locations like Carmel Civic 
Square, Conner Prairie, Cool Creek Park, Grand Park Sports Campus, Ruoff Home Mortgage Music 
Center and Strawtown Kotweewi Park.

Grab your eclipse glasses, set up your cameras and join Hamilton County in this celestial celebration—
it’s guaranteed to be an unforgettable experience!

THE SKY WILL BEGIN TO CHANGE AROUND  
1:50 P.M. WITH TOTALITY AT 3:06 P.M.

Hamilton County is in the narrow path of totality for the Total Solar Eclipse.  
These communities will be some of the best places to experience  
prime views of the epic event.

Arcadia 3m 6s
Atlanta 2m 56s
Carmel 3m 29s
Cicero 3m 15s

Fishers    3m 39s
Noblesville    3m 27s
Sheridan    2m 51s
Westfield    3m 19s

VisitHamiltonCounty.com/Eclipse

TOTAL 
SOLAR  

ECLIPSE  
2024

CARMEL FISHERS NOBLESVILLE WESTFIELD NORTHERN TOWNS

JUST NORTH 
OF INDY

http://visithamiltoncounty.com/Eclipse
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Sam Clark: 317.442.0251 . Jim Clark: 765.659.4841 

ONLINE at halderman.com

        Auctioneer: Russell D. Harmeyer IN Auct. Lic. #AU10000277,  
        HRES IN Auct Lic.#AC69200019, HLS# SFC-12985,  
Farm: Donald W. Harvey Trust

ABSOLUTE

total 
acres362.52+/- 

6 TRACTS

800.424.2324 | halderman.com

QUALITY 

FARMLAND 

POTENTIAL 

BUILDING SITES
A uctionA uction

Thursday, March 14 th,  2:00 pm - 6:00 pm ET

TRACT 1: 
160+/- Acres

TRACT 2: 
36.5+/- Acres 

TRACT 3: 
59+/- Acres 

TRACT 4: 
75.06+/- Acres

TRACT 5: 
18.3+/- Acres

TRACT 6: 
13.66+/- Acres
 

PROPERTY LOCATION: Northeast and east 
of Cicero, IN along 246th Street, Henry Gunn 
Road, SR 13, and CR 100 N. 

Hamilton Co, White River Twp (Tracts 1-3)
Madison Co, Jackson Twp (Tracts 4-6) 

The REPORTER
One of the connections 

that the Westfield Youth As-
sistance Program (WYAP) 
provides for youth is enroll-
ing them in a variety of sum-
mer camps. Kids will learn 
new skills, meet new friends, 
and make memories that will 
last a lifetime. When they 
return, they are so excited to 
share stories of all their sum-
mer adventures.

WYAP strives to con-
tinue to connect youth with 
these camps, and your help 
is needed. Attending summer 

camp requires many supplies 
like reusable water bottles, 
sunscreen, and bug spray. 
WYAP has made an Am-
azon Wishlist for summer 
camp supply needs, and your 
help in fulfilling these needs 
would be much appreciated. 

WYAP is looking to col-
lect all of supplies by Thurs-
day, March 28.

Click here to browse the 
Amazon Wishlist.

Thank you for your gen-
erosity and for helping make 
summer unforgettable for 
Westfield youth.

Help WYAP make 
summer camps better 

for local youth

District South breaks 
ground in downtown Fishers
Mixed-use village includes office, commercial suites & apartment homes
The REPORTER

The City of Fishers, Re-
bar Development, and proj-
ect partners broke ground 
Wednesday on District 
South in downtown Fishers.

The $33 million invest-
ment brings an urban village 
concept to the Nickel Plate 
District that includes a new 
headquarters for The Annex 
Group, as well as four addi-
tional buildings with office 
space, commercial suites, 
and apartment homes.

“I’m excited to see the 
Nickel Plate District vision 
continue to come to life 
thanks to the leadership of 
Rebar Development with 
the addition of District 
South,” Fishers Mayor Scott 
Fadness said. “Today’s cer-
emony marks the beginning 
of a series of developments 
on the south side of 116th 
Street that will spur more 
vibrancy and opportunities 
to live, work, and play in 
downtown Fishers.”

Announced last year, 
District South consists 
of five buildings and cre-
ates a multi-generational, 
mixed-use village that is 
walkable, bike-friendly, 
and pet-friendly with direct 
connection to the Cheeney 
Creek Trail and the Nickel 
Plate Trail.

Anchoring District 
South, The Annex Group 
plans to relocate up to 40 
full-time employees to a 
four-story, 15,060 square-
foot, class-A office space 
in the center of the village. 
There are 42 residential loft 

apartments on the upper 
floors of the building with 
a shared rooftop outdoor 
patio, cafe, and work from 
home lounge.

“As a company, we 
crossed the 100-employee 
count within the last year, 
and we anticipate more ex-
pansion in Indiana and be-
yond in the near future,” The 
Annex Group CEO Kyle 
Bach said. “District South is 
unique in the fact that it has 
the square footage to grow 
with us. This complex will 
have so much to offer our 
team, making collaboration 
and everyday conversations 
more plentiful. Fishers will 
also be a great place for us 
to call home.”

The four surrounding 
buildings in the village in-
clude a mix of apartment 
homes and commercial 
suites designed for small 
businesses. Residents, en-

trepreneurs, and employees 
located in District South 
will share luxury amenities, 
including a state-of-the-art 
fitness center, an engaging 
civic plaza, a courtyard with 
a grilling station, fire pit, 
and water feature, as well as 
the rooftop amenity in The 
Annex Group building.

The 84 apartment homes 
at District South feature 
one- and two-bedroom floor 
plans with large balconies 
or patios, modern kitchens 

with stainless steel appli-
ances, a tile backsplash, 
and quartz countertops, as 
well as in-unit washer/dryer. 
Parking options for the de-
velopment include on-street 
parking and access to a 
nearby parking garage along 
South Street.

“District South will be a 
great addition to an already 
thriving Nickel Plate Dis-
trict,” Rebar Development 
CEO Shelby Bowen said. 
“The village will be a great 
mix of District South resi-
dents, employees and guests 
of Annex, and visitors us-
ing the Cheeney Creek and 
Nickel Plate trails to enjoy 
downtown Fishers.”

District South is expect-
ed to start pre-leasing late 
2024 with a completion date 
of early 2025. Future tenants 
and residents are encouraged 
to join the interest list at Dis-
trictSouthApartments.com 
or follow the progress on 
Facebook and Instagram at 
@DistrictSouthApts.

Photo provided by City of Fishers

Rendering provided

instrumental in advancing 
the goals of the company.

Troy Woodruff, former 
President and continuing 
Chief Executive Officer of 
RQAW I DCCM expressed 
unwavering confidence in 
the direction of the compa-
ny.

“Lisa is a recognized 
industry leader in the A&E 
world and the ideal person 
to lead RQAW's next chap-
ter of growth and success,” 
Woodruff said. “Her strong 
leadership prepares RQAW 
well into the future to better 
serve both our clients and 
employees. She not only 
earned this promotion, she 
is ready for this promotion.”

James F. (Jim) Thompson, 
DCCM Chairman and CEO, 
also expressed his enthusiasm 
for Lisa's appointment.

“Lisa's leadership exem-
plifies the principles we val-
ue at DCCM,” Thompson 
said. “Her tenacity and drive 

are the same qualities that 
define DCCM's success, and 
her strategic vision will un-
doubtedly propel our com-
pany to new heights.”

As the first female Pres-
ident of RQAW, Casler will 
offer a fresh and unique per-
spective as a woman in a tra-
ditionally male-dominated 
industry.

“I look forward to the 
challenge of shifting my fo-
cus from strictly transporta-
tion to the company's overall 
bigger picture,” Casler said. 
“Being a part of DCCM 
has given RQAW the tre-
mendous opportunity to 
become a national presence 
while still nurturing our lo-
cal client relationships, and 
I am committed to preserv-
ing the reputation we have 
built over the last seven de-
cades. The future of RQAW 
I DCCM is very bright, and 
I appreciate the opportunity 
to lead this incredible team.”

Casler
from Page 4

Click here
to see Paul’s
huge
RadaR

https://www.feinsteinshc.com/events/carmel/maddie-poppe
http://tinyurl.com/ywy7mh6x
http://tinyurl.com/mryst62n
http://tinyurl.com/mryst62n
http://tinyurl.com/mryst62n
http://www.districtsouthapartments.com/
http://www.districtsouthapartments.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DistrictSouthApts/
https://www.instagram.com/DistrictSouthApts/
http://www.PaulPoteet.com
https://www.paulpoteet.com/indiana-radar/
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Indiana House honors Rep. 
Goodrich for his public service

Photo provided
State Rep. Chuck Goodrich (R-Noblesville) addressed the Indiana House 
of Representatives on Monday. Goodrich’s House colleagues took 
time from the legislative session to formally honor and recognize his 
nearly six years of service as a state representative for House District 
29, which includes portions of Hamilton County. Goodrich will complete 
his current term and not seek re-election in 2024. He serves as chair 
of the K-12 Subcommittee of the House Ways and Means Committee, 
and as a member of the House Education Committee, and the House 
Employment, Labor and Pensions Committee. Click here to read House 
Resolution 18 honoring Goodrich’s service.

Sen. Baldwin welcomes 
students to Statehouse

The REPORTER
State Sen. Scott Bald-

win (R-Noblesville) wel-
comed the following local 
students to the Statehouse 
who served as Senate pages 
in January.

• Penelope Cisner-
os, Indianapolis, attends 
Creekside Middle School.

• Addy Gray, Carmel, 
attends Clay Middle School 
(pictured with State Sen. R. 
Michael Young).

• Sydney Hilleke, No-
blesville, attends Nobles-
ville High School (not pic-
tured).

• Anika Veerapaneni, 
Carmel, attends Clay Mid-
dle School.

• Mia Smith, Carmel, 
attends Clay Middle School 
(pictured with State Sen. R. 
Michael Young).

Pages spend a day at the 
Statehouse touring the his-
toric building, observing de-
bates from the Senate floor, 
and interacting with their 
state senator.

“I always look forward 
to meeting young Hoosiers 
at the Statehouse,” Baldwin 
said. “The Senate Page Pro-
gram is a great opportunity 
for our youth to learn about 
state legislation and the role 
legislators play in it.”

Students in grades six 
through 12 participate in 
the page program on Mon-
days, Tuesdays, and Thurs-
days during the legislative 
session. Groups serve on 
Wednesdays.

To learn more, visit In-
dianaSenaterepublicans.
com/Page-Program.

Photo provided
State Sen. Baldwin and Penelope Cisneros.

Photo provided
Mia Smith (left) and Addy Gray (right) with State 
Sen. Michael Young.

Photo provided
State Sen. Baldwin and Anika Veerapaneni.

Clay Terrace invites you to 
Total Eclipse Viewing Party
The REPORTER

Clay Terrace in Carm-
el will play host to a To-
tal Solar Eclipse Viewing 
Party from 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Monday, April 8. This rare 
event promises an unfor-
gettable experience, and 
you are welcomed to share 
in the excitement at the 
Clay Terrace Lawn.

The free event will fea-
ture various fun-filled ac-
tivities, including a moon 
bounce, live music featur-
ing World’s Apart Band 
and delicious local food 
vendors. Of course, the 
total eclipse of the sun is 
the highlight of the event, 
promising to be a truly 
awe-inspiring spectacle.

“As a community-fo-
cused destination, we are 
thrilled to bring togeth-
er families and friends 

to witness 
this histor-
ic moment 
and cre-
ate lasting 
memories,” 
Clay Ter-
race Gener-
al Manager 
J e n n i f e r 
H i l l m a n 
said. “We invite everyone 
to mark their calendars 
and join us at Clay Terrace 
for an out-of-this-world 
experience!”

For everyone's protec-
tion, registration is re-
quired to attend. Upon ar-
rival, registered guests will 
receive complimentary safe-
ty viewing glasses. Guests 
are invited to bring lawn 
chairs and blankets to enjoy 
the eclipse from the grassy 
viewing area.

To make 
the experi-
ence smooth 
and enjoy-
able for all, 
you should 
make a plan 
ahead of 
time and al-
lowing extra 
time to get 

to and from the viewing 
location. With some sim-
ple preparation, this will be 
an amazing opportunity to 
witness this rare celestial 
event at Clay Terrace.

Click here for more in-
formation on this free event.

OneZone welcomes local employers 
to discuss disability awareness

The REPORTER
OneZone Chamber will 

welcome Mike Thibideau, 
Kelly Hartman, Brian Gra-
ham, Jason Boyer, and Da-
vid Glenn as speakers for 
the March Luncheon. They 
represent Invest Hamilton 
County, Outside the Box, 
Four Day Ray, Hampton Inn 
Suites, and CoasterStone, 
respectively. 

Join OneZone to hear 
from business leaders from 
different industries discuss 
their experiences with hir-

ing individuals with disabil-
ities. They will share how 
these experiences enriched 
their businesses and how 
your own company can par-
ticipate. 

This event will be held 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 13 
at FORUM Events Center, 

11313 USA Pkwy., Fishers.
Registration is required 

by Wednesday, Feb. 28. 
Members and non-mem-
bers are invited to attend. 
The cost for members is $40 
and $60 for non-members. 
Reservations can be made at 
oneZoneChamber.com or 
by calling (317) 436-4653.

Thanks for
reading

The REPORTER

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://noble-pc.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Quietly-Making-Noise-Inessential-Collection/dp/B0CQQX2P68
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2024/resolutions/house/simple/18/details
http://www.indianasenaterepublicans.com/Page-Program
http://www.indianasenaterepublicans.com/Page-Program
http://www.indianasenaterepublicans.com/Page-Program
http://tinyurl.com/bdcwufvf
http://tinyurl.com/bdcwufvf
https://clayterrace.com/events/2024-total-solar-eclipse-watch-party/
http://www.onezonechamber.com/
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Art provided
You can see works from these new artists at the Hamilton County Artists’ Association in Noblesville. 
(Top row) Amanda Russo and Laura McCormack. (Center row) Jeff Pass and Susan Street Cook. 
(Bottom row) Michael White and Liz Hamstra.

Submitted by
Walt Thacker

At the Hamilton Coun-
ty Artists’ Association 
(HCAA), we juried in six 
new member artists. After 
applying, these artists sub-
mitted samples of their indi-
vidual works of art. We have 
a panel of knowledgeable 
members who look over 
their artwork and interview 
each on their objectives on 
joining us in our endeavors.

Each new artist, like all 
of us at the HCAA, have had 
a strong interest in art since 
childhood and have a solid 
education through college or 
taking classes on their own.

* * *
Amanda russo has 

spent many years as a mid-
dle school art teacher. She 
paints mainly figures and 
portraits but recently has 
been exploring her interest 
in florals, landscapes, Art 
NOUVEAU, and Impres-
sionism. 

Laura McCormack 
works with most mediums 
of art, from paintings and 
even printmaking. She loves 
nature and being outdoors 
as her work really reflects 
this. Her renditions of water, 
wildlife, and children are 
spot on!                 

Jeff Pass recently retired 
from the Army and is study-
ing graphic design and mar-

keting. He mostly enjoys 
working with reclaimed 
wood and carving sculp-
tured pieces. Very intricate 
and very detailed. 

Susan Street Cook 
spent time as an elemen-
tary art teacher but later 
became a museum curator. 
With time off during the u 
pandemic, she reignited her 
passion of painting. Susan 
loves to Plein Air and has 
reconnected with and made 
new friends. 

Michael White is our 
new photographer. He has 
taken a serious and creative 
interest in photography 
since high school. His pas-
sion for art photography has 
given him the experience for 
developing film and his own 
photographs. 

Liz hamstra is another 
multi-talented artist whose 
work spans across many 
mediums and genres. She 
teaches her students about 
creativity, craftsmanship, 
and attention to detail. Her 
passion for expressing and 
creating her art is obvious 
when viewing her work.

* * *
At HCAA, we all have 

our individual strengths 
and talents in the way we 
produce our compositions. 
Come by and visit our gal-
lery or check out one of our 
satellite exhibits.

Follow The RepoRTeR

on Facebook!

Artists’ Association welcomes six new members

https://spartz.house.gov/
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
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BIDDING OPENS: Saturday, February 17th @ Noon
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, February 24th @ 6pm

PREVIEW DAY: Thursday, February 22nd from Noon - 6pm
YEARS OF TOY COLLECTING:
All Scales of Farm Toys, Tractors & Implements, Semi Tractors & Trailers, Pedal Tractors & Wagons, 
Precision Collectibles, Cast Iron, Toy Farmer, Coin Banks & Vintage Toys, Nylint, Ertl, Buddy L, Country & 
Liberty Classics, Structo & Spec-Cast, Tonka & More

ALSO INCLUDING:
Tipton & Local Thermometers , Train Cars, Track & Accessories, Vintage Coke & Pepsi Vending Machines, 
Jim Beam Decanter Collection , Including Vintage Cars, Race Cars, Train Cars, Fire Trucks & Police Cars, 
Tractors

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms 
and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available

PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT
Cripe’s Auction Service

3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

ON-LINE AUCTION
for

THE TOY COLLECTION 
& PERSONAL PROPERTY OF

RON SOTTONG

Who’s on my ballot for the May 7, 2024 Primary Election?
Note that * indicates the candidate is the incumbent for that office.

To view precinct and district maps, please visit hamiltoncounty.in.gov/221/Precinct-and-District-Maps.
NOTE: Candidates for precinct committeement and state delegates will appear in upcoming editions of The Reporter.

PRESIDENT
*Joseph R. Biden, Jr. (D)

Nikki R. Haley (R)
Donald J. Trump (R)
U.S. SENaTE

Jim Banks (R)
Marc Carmichael (D)
Valerie McCray (D)

U.S. HOUSE, 5th DISTRIcT
Jonathan D. Brown (R)

Raju Chinthala (R)
Max Engling (R)

Chuck Goodrich (R)
Mark Hurt (R)

Scott A. King (R)
Patrick Malayter (R)
Matthew Peiffer (R)
Ryan Pfenninger (D)

Deborah A. Pickett (D)
LD Powell (R)

Larry L. Savage Jr. (R)
*Victoria Spartz (R)
GOVERNOR
Mike Braun (R)

Brad Chambers (R)
Suzanne Crouch (R)

Eric Doden (R)
Curtis Hill (R)

Jennifer G. McCormick (D)
Jamie Reitenour (R)

Tamie Dixon-Tatum (D)

STaTE SENaTOR
District 20

*Scott A. Baldwin (R)
Joel Levi (D)

STaTE REPRESENTaTIVE
District 24

Bill Gutrich (R)
Josh Lowry (D)

Hunter Smith (R)
District 29

Laura L. Alerding (R)
Christopher Hartig (D)
Alaina Shonkwiler (R)

District 32
Patricia Bratton (R)

Tom Havens (R)
*Victoria Garcia Wilburn (D)

District 37
*Todd Huston (R)

District 39
Daniel (Danny) Lopez (R)

Matt McNally (D)
District 88

Starr Joy Hairston (D)
*Chris Jeter (R)

Stephanie Jo Yocum (D)

JUDGE, cIRcUIT cOURT
*Andrew R. Bloch (R)

Angela Brown Swenson (R)
JUDGE, SUPERIOR cOURT 1

*Michael A. Casati (R)
JUDGE, SUPERIOR cOURT 6

*Stephenie K. Gookins (R)
cOUNTy aUDITOR

Todd Clevenger (R)
cOUNTy SURVEyOR

Gary Duncan (R)
cOUNTy TREaSURER

*Susan Byer (R)
Robert (Bob) Bragg (R)

cOUNTy cOmmISSIONERS
District 2

*Steven C. Dillinger (R)
District 3

*Mark E. Heirbrandt (R)
cOUNTy cOUNcIl

At Large
*Brandon (Brad) Beaver (R)

Elizabeth Fouch (R)
Keely J. Gladieux (D)

*Sue Maki (R)
*Steven R. Nation (R)

EPA announces $113M in 
Indiana drinking water, 

wastewater & stormwater 
infrastructure upgrades

The REPORTER
On Tuesday, the U.S. 

Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) announced 
more than $113 mil-
lion from Pres-
ident Biden’s 
I n v e s t i n g 
in Ameri-
ca agenda 
for Indiana 
d r i n k i n g 
water and 
clean water 
infrastructure 
upgrades.

The funding is part 
of the more than $50 bil-
lion investment in water 
infrastructure upgrades 
from the Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law. The funding 
will support essential water 
infrastructure that protects 
public health and treasured 
water bodies across the 
state. Almost half of this 
funding will be available 
as grants or principal for-
giveness loans, ensuring 
funds reach underserved 
communities most in need 
of investments in water in-
frastructure.

“President Biden’s In-
vesting in America agen-
da continues to transform 
communities for the bet-
ter with this latest infu-
sion of funds for critical 
water infrastructure proj-
ects,” EPA Administrator 
Michael S. Regan said. 
“With $50 billion in total, 
the largest investment in 
water infrastructure in our 
nation’s history, EPA will 
enable communities across 
the nation to ensure safer 
drinking water for their 
residents and rebuild vital 
clean water infrastructure 
to protect public health for 
decades to come.”

Communities across 
the country are facing wa-
ter infrastructure challeng-
es. Many cities and towns 
have aging water infra-
structure – old, broken or 
lead pipes carrying drink-
ing water and wastewater 
treatment plants in need 
of major upgrades. Some 
communities struggle to 
maintain adequate storm-
water infrastructure to ef-
fectively manage flood im-
pacts from climate change 
and others need to upgrade 
their water treatment to 
address emerging contam-
inants like PFAS.

“Too many commu-
nities struggle to keep up 
with the costs of maintain-
ing the pipes and pumps 

and systems to treat 
drinking wa-

ter, convey 
wastewater 
and man-
ager storm-
w a t e r , 
let along 
u p d a t i n g 

them,” EPA 
Region 5 Ad-

ministrator Deb-
ra Shore said. “[Tues-

day’s] announcement is 
yet another financial boost 
for our state and local part-
ners working to protect 
human health and the en-
vironment as they manage 
our water resources and 
strive to improve quality 
of life.”

The funding EPA an-
nounced for Indiana is part 
of a $5.8 billion investment 
through the Clean Water 
and Drinking Water State 
Revolving Funds (SRF), 
one of EPA’s signature wa-
ter investment programs. 
This multi-billion-dollar 
investment will fund state-
run, low-interest loan pro-
grams to address key chal-
lenges, with $2.6 billion 
going to the Clean Water 
SRF for wastewater and 
stormwater infrastructure 
and $3.2 billion going to 
the Drinking Water SRF 
for drinking water infra-
structure nationwide.

The funding includes 
allotments for Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law Gener-
al Supplemental funds and 
Emerging Contaminant 
funds for SRF programs 
for fiscal year 2024. EPA 
anticipates announcing al-
locations for billions in ad-
ditional resources in fiscal 
year 2024 for the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law Lead 
Service Line Replacement 
fund later this Spring.

For more information, 
including state-by-state 
allocation of 2024 fund-
ing, and a breakdown 
of EPA State Revolving 
Fund funding available 
through the Bipartisan In-
frastructure Law, please 
visit the drinking Water 
State revolving Fund 
website and the Clean 
Water State revolving 
Fund website.

Seven area senior 
living communities 
win national award

The REPORTER
Seven StoryPoint Group 

senior living communities 
in the Indianapolis met-
ro area – Independence 
Village of Avon, Indepen-
dence Village of Carmel, 
Independence Village of 
Fishers East, Independence 
Village of Fishers South, 
Independence Village of 
Greenwood, Independence 
Village of Zionsville East, 
and Independence Village 
of Zionsville West – were 
recognized with A Place for 
Mom’s Best of Senior Liv-
ing Award of 2024. 

To be eligible for the 
Best of Senior Living 
Award, senior living com-
munities must have an av-
erage rating of 4.5 stars or 
higher and receive at least 
10 reviews on APlacefor-
Mom.com in 2023. This 

annual award recognizes 
the top 1 to 2 percent of se-
nior care providers across 
the U.S. and Canada, out of 
nearly 45,000 providers, for 
their exceptional care and 
support for seniors. What 
sets this award apart is that 
it is based on the reviews 
and experiences of residents 
and their families, making it 
a true honor for the winning 
communities. 

StoryPoint Group has 
established itself as the 
foremost senior living pro-
vider in the United States, 
with the highest number of 
senior living communities 
to receive both the Best of 
Senior Living Award and 
the Caring.com “Caring 
Stars” Award.

To learn more about Sto-
ryPoint Group, please visit 
StoryPoint.com.

Will honored with Franciscan
Health Healing Hands Award

Will

The REPORTER
David Will, MD, an in-

ternal medicine physician 
and hospitalist with Indiana 
Internal Medicine Consul-
tants (IIMC), who has prac-
ticed at Franciscan Health 
Indianapolis since 2015, 
was named the latest win-
ner of the Franciscan Health 
Healing Hands Award.

The Healing Hands 
Award recognizes physi-
cians for excellence in clin-
ical skills, patient relations, 
research, stewardship, and 
reflection of the hospital’s 
ministry values and mission.

The nomination came 

from several hos-
pital staff mem-
bers. Among their 
comments:

“Dr. Will 
takes the time to 
get to know the 
first names of all 
the nurses and 
pharmacists with 
whom he works. 
He shares updates about pa-
tients so that the entire team 
knows what to expect each 
day. As far as patients are 
concerned, he is patient, gen-
tle and takes time to answer 
all questions everyone has.”

“He made the patients 

feel welcome even 
though he had just 
met some of them 
for the first time 
that day. He sat 
at their bedsides 
and listened to 
their concerns, 
and patients were 
very impressed by 
him.”

“One weekend, Dr. Will 
came in at 4 a.m. to start 
rounding to help with shortag-
es. He saw more than 35 pa-
tients, making sure everyone 
was safe and taken care of.”

“Dr. Will visited with a 
grieving family and spoke 

profound words of compas-
sion and comfort. The fam-
ily was visibly comforted. 
Dr. Will is an embodiment 
of Franciscan values and 
Christ-like care.”

Board-certified in in-
ternal medicine, Dr. Will 
earned his medical degree 
at Rush Medical College in 
Chicago. He completed his 
residency training at the In-
diana University School of 
Medicine in Indianapolis.

For more information on 
the Healing Hands Award or 
to make a nomination, vis-
it Franciscanhealth.org/
healinghands.

Paul Poteet . . .
Your Hometown

Weatherman!
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10 News & Obituary

Today’s BiBle Reading
The deaths of rachel and Isaac

Jacob had twelve sons:
The sons of Leah: Reuben the firstborn of Jacob, 

Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar and Zebulun.
The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin.
The sons of Rachel’s servant Bilhah: Dan and 

Naphtali.
The sons of Leah’s servant Zilpah: Gad and 

Asher.
These were the sons of Jacob, who were born to 

him in Paddan Aram.
Genesis 35:22-26 (NIV)

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 600 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to
send obituaries to obits@readThereporter.com.
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Stunning 5BR, 4.5BA in Essex of Noblesville, custom 
designed with in-laws quarters on main level, kitchen with 

quartz, butler’s pantry, premium lot w/pond view, walk-
out basement, 3-car garage plus storage, a must-see to 
appreciate all this home has to offer. BLC#21949379

16698 Birdbrook Rd.
Noblesville • $589,900

Call Peggy 317.439.3258  
or Jennifer 317.695.6032

Your house  
could be here! 
Give us a call.

317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

18865 Wimbley Way
Noblesville • $289,900

This 3BR, 2BA  ranch is located in family friendly 
Fairfield Farms, huge great room w/doors leading to 
covered patio & fenced backyard, kitchen w/pantry, 

dining area & all appliances stay, new windows, water 
softener & HVAC in 2020, Fence, roof & gutters 2021. 

BLC#21949582

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com

SOLD!

SOLD!

10717 Upland Way
Noblesville • $349,900

Welcome to this lovely 4BR, 2.5BA home, kitchen 
with center island and newer SS appliances, 

spacious family room with gas fireplace, park-like 
backyard with maintenance-free deck, auto-
retractable awning, paver patio, basketball  
court and cute she shed. BLC#21949680

SOLD!

The end of winter 
means its time to get 
ready for the Spring 

selling season!

Marjorie “Jean” anderson
december 4, 1928 – February 19, 2024

Marjorie “Jean” Anderson, 95, Noblesville (formerly 
Carmel), passed away on February 19, 
2024, in Noblesville. She was born De-
cember 4, 1928, to Edith Rachel (Camp) 
and William H. Wyant in Lapel, Ind.

Jean graduated from Lapel High 
School in 1947, attended Taylor Uni-
versity and graduated from Indiana 
University School of Nursing.

She worked as a registered nurse 
at Indiana University Medical Center, 

Methodist Hospital, and finished her career as a school 
nurse at Carmel Clay Schools.

Jean is survived by her husband of 70 years, Myrneth H. 
Anderson; daughter, Charone Lesher (John) of Venice, Fla.; 
son, James Anderson (Sue) of Lapeer, Mich.; four grand-
children, Kristen Anderson (Benito LaRosa), Jessica An-
derson (Casey Canaday), Jennifer Goldsberry (Aaron), and 
Joseph Lesher; three great-grandchildren; and two sisters, 
Joan Everitt of Lapel, Ind., and Rachel Martin (Harold) of 
Campbellsburg, Ind.

Jean was formerly a member of Carmel United Method-
ist Church where she was a member of the WSCS, taught 
Sunday school classes and served on a variety of commit-
tees. More recently, she was an associate member at Christ 
United Methodist Church in Venice, Fla., and member of 
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in Carmel.

Visitation will begin at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, February 27 
with the Funeral Service to follow at 2 p.m. at Randall & 
Roberts Funeral Center, 1685 Westfield Road, Noblesville, 
with Rev. Brian White officiating.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made 
to Alzheimer’s Association, Attn: Donor Services, 225 N. 
Michigan Ave., 17th Floor, Chicago, IL 60601 (tinyurl.
com/mrfbbduc) or Operation Classroom, 2705 Shallow-
ford Dr., Valparaiso, IN 46383 (tinyurl.com/fszm2zfn).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Meeting Notices
The Delaware Township Board and 

Trustee will meet to discuss the Trust-
ee’s Annual Report and the adoption 
of minutes at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, 
Feb. 26, 2024, at the Delaware Town-
ship Government Center, 9090 E. 
131st St., Fishers.

The Carmel Clay Schools 
Board of Trustees will meet 
at 6 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 
26, 2024, in the Carmel Clay 
Schools Educational Services 
Center, 5201 E. Main St., 
Carmel.

The REPORTER
Partake in the sacred and 

the profane with Stravin-
sky’s Symphony of Psalms 
and Orff’s Carmina Burana.

The text of Carmina, 
written by medieval monks, 
celebrates dancing, drink-
ing, spring, gambling, and 
other worldly pleasures. The 
famous “O Fortuna” chorus 
reminds us that fate will al-
ways have her say.

Hans Graf conducts the 
ISO, the Indianapolis Sym-
phonic Choir, and the Indi-
anapolis Children's Choir, 
along with Soprano Ashley 
Fabian, Countertenor Aryeh 
Nussbaum Cohen, and Bari-
tone Hyung Yun.

Click here to buy tick-
ets to the ISO's concert. 
Performances begin at 8 
p.m. on Friday, Feb. 23, and 
at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
24 at Hilbert Circle Theatre, 
45 Monument Circle, India-
napolis.

For more information 
regarding the policies of 
the Hilbert Circle Theatre, 
please visit the ISO website.

About Hans Graf
Known for his wide 

range of repertoire and 
creative programming, 
the distinguished Austrian 
conductor Hans Graf is 
one of today’s most highly 
respected and experienced 
musicians. With Hans 

Graf, “a brave new world 
of music-making under 
inspired direction” (The 
Straits Times) began at 
the Singapore Symphony 
Orchestra, where he was 
unanimously appointed 
Chief Conductor from the 
2020-21 season, and then 
Music Director from the 
2022-23 season.

Maestro Graf also cur-
rently holds the title of 
Principal Guest Conductor 
of the Aalborg Symphony 
Orchestra of Denmark and 
formerly served as Music 
Director of the Houston 
Symphony Orchestra, the 
Calgary Philharmonic Or-
chestra, L’Orchestre Nation-
al Bordeaux Aquitaine, The 
Basque National Orchestra 
Euskadi, and the Mozarte-
um Orchestra Salzburg.

About Indianapolis 
Symphonic Choir

The Indianapolis Sym-
phonic Choir is proud to be 
one of the nation's most es-
tablished and dynamic mu-
sical institutions, marking 
its 87th year in the 2023–24 
concert season. With a deep 
commitment to ensuring its 
musical reach extends to all 
in its community, includ-
ing those in underserved 
populations, the Choir has 
supported women and mi-
nority artists through com-
missions, collaborative 

projects with guest soloists 
and ensembles, and the pre-
sentation and promotion 
of quality repertoire that is 
not yet widely recognized. 
Comprising nearly 200 vol-
unteer singers, this highly 
active organization reaches 
over 25,000 patrons each 
season. The Symphonic 
Choir – under the direction 
of Artistic Director Eric 
Stark – is led by a profes-
sional staff and governed by 
a Board of Directors.

About Indianapolis 
Children's Choir

Each year, the Indianap-
olis Children’s Choir (ICC) 
serves more than 2,500 
young people between the 
ages of 18 months and 18 
years who are enrolled in 
the ICC’s choirs and music 
education programs. Found-
ed in 1986 by Henry Leck, 
and under the leadership 
of Artistic Director Joshua 
Pedde, the ICC nurtures and 
inspires student achieve-
ment through quality music 
education and the pursuit of 
artistic excellence in choral 
music performance.

Now located at the ICC 
Performing Arts Center in 
Indianapolis, participants in 
the ICC’s programs repre-
sent the diversity of central 

Indiana with children from 
nearly 20 counties, includ-
ing all the Indianapolis area 
suburbs and nearby rural 
communities. These chil-
dren come from more than 
360 schools and 56 school 
districts. Each week, the 
ICC holds 110 rehearsals 
and music classes.

About the Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra 
The Indianapolis Sym-

phony Orchestra, at home 
and thriving in the heart 
of Indianapolis, offers an 
exceptional artistic and 
musical experience. The 
orchestra is open to all and 
dedicated to creating an in-
clusive and innovative expe-
riential environment that is 
inspiring, educational, and 
welcoming.

The ISO celebrates 
historically beloved per-
formances while engaging 
audiences by introducing 
new voices through pro-
gramming including the IU 
Health Plans Classical Se-
ries, the Printing Partners 
Pops Series, the holiday 
traditions of AES Indiana 
Yuletide Celebration and the 
popular Film Series present-
ed by Bank of America. For 
more information, visit the 
ISo website.

Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra to 
present Stravinsky & Carmina Burana
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Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

CURRENT REAL ESTATE
CENTRAL INDIANA STATISTICS FROM THE 16-COUNTY REGION

JANUARY 2024

What’s your Real 
Estate Story? Born, 
raised and still living 
in Hamilton County, 
it is Dani’s goal 
to help you reach 
yours! Talk to Dani 
today for all your real 
estate needs. She 
knows this area and 
wants to help you 
with your story!

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

97
More Homes 

For Sale
11/22 vs. 11/23

6.7%
Price Decrease

11/22 vs. 11/23

TOP COUNTIES
Jennings Sales Up 66.7%

Bartholomew Sales Up 3.2%

Shelby Sales 0.0%

“ The average home sale price has actually decreased since this time last year, and mortgage interest rates are 
down slightly, creating a steady market,” said Jim Litten, president of F.C. Tucker Company. “While some may be 
hesitant to purchase a home during the holiday season, the majority of central Indiana counties saw increases in 
available housing inventory in November, providing a greater selection of homes for buyers to choose from.”

November 2023 
Average Sale Price

$290,020
compared to this t ime last year

Sales Decreased   
November pended home sales  
compared to this time last year

11.5%

Months of Inventory 
Increased   

15.3%
11/22 vs. 11/23

Interest Rates 
30-Year Fixed   

7.375%
 With an APR 

of 7.486%

THIS MONTH IN REAL ESTATE
CENTRAL INDIANA STATISTICS FROM THE 16-COUNTY REGION

NOVEMBER 2023

FAIR HOUSING
CASES
Total– 9
Rental– 9
Sales– 0
Other– 0

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.comF.C. TUCKER 

COMPANY 317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com   |   DaniRobinsonHomes.com

TOP COUNTIES
Decatur Sales Up 100%
Putnam Sales Up 82.6%
Bartholomew Sales Up 19.7%

FAIR 
HOUSING
CASES
Total– 7
Rental– 6
Sales– 1
Other– 0

55
More Homes  

For Sale
1/23 vs. 1/24

6.6%
Price Increase

1/23 vs. 1/24

January 2024 
Average Sale Price

$326,978
compared to this t ime last year

Sales Decreased   
January pended home sales  

compared to this time last year

4.8%

Months of Inventory Increased   

1.6%
1/23 vs. 1/24

Interest Rates 
30-Year Fixed   

6.875%
 With an APR 

of 7.037%

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

Carmel, Fishers, Guerin Catholic, hamilton heights, hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville, Sheridan, University, Westfield

reporter Sports Thursday
Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

The REPORTER
This year’s IHSAA boys 

state swimming finals will 
see many new champions, 
and Carmel is expected to 
be in the mix when the pre-
lims begin Friday at the IU 
Natatorium.

Six of the eight individ-
ual swimming events had 
senior champions last year, 
with the Greyhounds’ Aaron 
Shackell (200 and 500 free-
styles) and Sean Sullivan 
(100 free) among them. This 
gives several of last year’s 
top swimmers a chance to 
swim their way on to the top 
spot of the podium in 2024.

One of the names to 
watch is Carmel’s Gregg 
Enoch. As a junior, Enoch 
placed second in the 500 free 
(behind Shackell) and the 
individual medley (behind 
Zionsville’s Will Modglin). 
Enoch is now a senior and 
is top-seeded in both events 
for this year’s state compe-
tition. His seed time in the 
IM is 1 minute, 47.51 sec-
onds and 4:26.13 in the 500 
free. In addition, Enoch was 
part of state champion relay 
teams last year in the med-
ley and 400 free relays.

The Greyhounds could 
get quite a few points out 
of all those events. Michael 
Gorey is seeded second in 
the IM, while Brian Qian is 
rated fourth. In the 500 free, 
Lewis Zhang is the third 
seed and Anderson Kopp is 
rated fourth. Lewis Zhang 
holds the second seed in the 
200 free, while Ethan Zhang 
is the third seed. As for the 
relays, Carmel is top-seed-
ed in the 200 and 400 free 
relays and the No. 2 seed in 
the medley relay.

The ’Hounds have won 
the last nine team state 
championships and are in 
very good position to extend 
that streak to 10. Carmel 
qualified 24 out of 27 swims 
to Friday’s state preliminar-
ies by wins and/or state cut 
times, with the Greyhounds’ 
other three swims receiving 
callbacks. Those three call-
back times have the poten-
tial to score points: William 

Lathrop is seeded 16th in the 
200 free, Qian is rated 17th 
in the butterfly and Landon 
Holmes is seeded 12th in the 
breaststroke.

* * *
Fishers will have 12 

swims at the state prelimi-
naries. Eleven of them qual-
ified by win and/or time, 
with one earning a call-
back. That was Thomas Jo-
hanneman in the backstroke.

The highest seed for the 
Tigers is Jonathan Hines. 
He is rated second in the 
500 free and sixth in the 200 
free. Fishers is also seeded 
fourth in the 400 free relay.

Meanwhile, Hamil-
ton Southeastern has eight 
swims at the state prelims. 
The Royals had three qual-
ify by sectional win, another 
make it with a state cut time, 
and four more swims got 
callbacks. Those were Jack 
Waren in the 200 and 500 
freestyles, Derek Robison 
in the butterfly, and the 400 
free relay.

Collin Huston will be 
one to watch at the prelims, 
as he is seeded third in the 
breaststroke. Jihoon Jung 
holds the fifth seed in the 
IM and his time of 50.19 
seconds rates him ninth in 
the butterfly, so he could 
move into the top eight and 
make the podium there. 
The top eight swimmers at 
the prelims qualify for the 
“A” Final, or championship 
heat, where they are guar-
anteed a medal and spot on 
the podium.

* * *
Noblesville advanced 

six swims to the state pre-
lims. The Millers had two 
state cut times at the sec-
tional from the medley relay 
and Graham Kulp in the IM. 
Kulp is seeded eighth in that 
event.

Kulp also got a callback 
in the backstroke, while 
Anthony Mathis received a 
callback in the breaststroke, 
where he is seeded 14th. 
Noblesville’s 200 and 400 
freestyle relays also earned 
callbacks as well.

Westfield’s 400 free re-

lay qualified for prelims 
with a cut time. The Sham-
rocks got three callbacks, 
giving them a total of four 
swims at state. Bennett 
Morse advanced in the 100 
free, followed by freshman 
Zach Welch in the 500 free. 
Westfield’s medley relay 
team also got a callback.

* * *
Hamilton Heights fin-

ished 1-2 in diving at the 
state meet last year, and the 
Huskies senior duo of Ethan 
Swart and Nathan Cox 
could do it again.

Swart, the defending 
state champion, won the 
Homestead regional on 
Tuesday with a score of 
527.50 points. That’s the 
highest score out of the four 

regionals from across the 
state, just beating out Oak 
Hill’s Grant Cates (525.90). 
Cox totaled 517.30, the 
third best score; he was the 
runner-up last year. The 
two other Hamilton County 
qualifiers also are among 
the top eight: Fishers’ Jacob 
Schade has the fifth-highest 
regional mark (491.35) and 
Noblesville’s Aiden Kless is 
seventh (465.95).

* * *
Guerin Catholic and 

University each will have 
one swimmer at the state 
prelims. The Trailblazers’ 
Neiman Kumler qualified 
by winning the 50 free at the 
Lawrence North sectional 
and finishing second in the 
100 free in a cut time; he is 

seeded ninth in that event. 
The Golden Eagles’ Drew 
Wilhite received a callback 
in the backstroke.

Here is a list of Hamilton 
County qualifiers and their 
seeded positions, according 
to the IHSAA psych sheet.

200 medley relay: 2. 
Carmel 1:31.96, 7. Hamil-
ton Southeastern 1:33.86, 
13. Fishers 1:35.54, 14. 
Noblesville 1:36.76, 19. 
Westfield 1:37.39.

200 freestyle: 2. Lew-
is Zhang (C) 1:39.59, 3. 
Ethan Zhang (C) 1:40.10, 
6. Jonathan Hines (F) 
1:41.14, 16. William Lath-
rop (C) 1:43.10, 20. Jack 

Waren (HSE) 1:43.63.
200 individual med-

ley: 1. Gregg Enoch (C) 
1:47.51, 2. Michael Gorey 
(C) 1:49.14, 4. Brian Qian 
(C) 1:50.92, 5. Jihoon 
Jung (HSE) 1:51.56, 6. 
Luis Sanchez (F) 1:52.54, 
8. Graham Kulp (N) 
1:53.17, 16. Anthony Ad-
ams Jr. (F) 1:54.35.

50 freestyle: 4. An-
drew Shackell (C) 20.87, 
11. Neiman Kumler (Uni-
versity) 21.24, 12. Bran-
don Malicki (C) 21.26, 15. 
Alex Koo (F) 21.32, 16. 
William Allen (C) 21.36.

Carmel boys go for 10th consecutive team
state title, new champions will be crowned

Swimming

The REPORTER
The Westfield gymnas-

tics team finished second in 
a meet at New Palestine on 
Tuesday.

The Shamrocks scored 
99.975 points. The Dragons 
won the meet with a score 
of 101.025, with Shelbyville 
third (82.925). Elianna 
Reynolds led the Shamrocks 
with a second-place finish in 
the all-around (34.35) and 
had the team’s highest indi-
vidual score of the night with 
a 9.125 on the floor exercise. 

Other notable perfor-
mances included Heidi 
Burke making her back-
wards roll on the balance 

beam, and Blair Watts scor-
ing a 7.60 on the floor.

Scores now follow.
All-around scores: 2. 

Elianna Reynolds 34.35, 
4. Isa Galan 33.55, 7. Av-
ery Mason 31.15.

Vault: 3. Galan 8.475, 
4. Reynolds 8.30, 5. Ma-
son 8.25.

Uneven bars: 2. 
Reynolds 8.30, 4. Galan 
7.95, 8. Mason 7.55.

Balance beam: 2. 
Reynolds 8.625, 3. Galan 
8.375, 6. Sara Borek 
7.85.

Floor exercise: 2. 
Reynolds 9.125, 4. Galan 
8.725, 7. Mason 8.45.

Westfield finishes 
2nd at New Palestine

Gymnastics

Reporter photos by Julie Brown
(Top) Carmel’s Michael Gorey is seeded second in both the individual medley and the breaststroke at Friday’s 
IHSAA state swimming preliminaries. (Above) Noblesville’s Anthony Mathis is seeded 14th in the breaststroke.

See Swim . . . Page 13
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https://www.joshuaherdphotography.com/
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• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 
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• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974
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Heights sixth-grade girls win Husky Invitational

Photo provided
Hamilton Heights Middle School sixth-grade girls basketball team won the 2024 Husky Invite. The 
team is pictured with their spirit-filled cheer squad.

Submitted by 
Laurie Prater 
HHMS Sixth Grade Girls 
Basketball Coach

The sixth-grade Lady 
Huskies basketball team 
won the Championship at 
the 2024 Husky Invitation-
al last Saturday. The sea-
son started off slow with a 
few big losses, but the girls 
worked hard physically and 
mentally to improve, and 
Saturday showcased it!

“Each player has a 
hand in the win,” explained 
Coach Laurie Prater. “The 
girls have worked extremely 
hard this season. They have 
not only grown individually 
but also grown as a team. 
The energy and aggres-
sion on the floor were out-
standing on Saturday. The 
Lady Huskies started the 
day off strong with a huge 
win against the Tipton Blue 
Devils. The final score was 
31-13.

“After a brief celebration 
in the locker room the girls 

knew their job wasn’t done 
and began to prepare for the 
championship game against 
the Frankton Eagles,” Coach 
Prater continued. “Earlier 
in the season Frankton had 
defeated the Huskies but 
the girls were determined 
to not allow that to happen 
again. The Huskies started 
out strong and took the lead 
quick and never let up. The 
final score of the Champi-
onship game was 23-14. 
Special thanks to the 6th 
grade cheerleaders for being 
so supportive and for doing 
such an amazing job cheer-
ing on the Huskies!”

“This has been a great 
group of girls to coach,” 
added Coach Prater. “We 
have come a long way this 
season and each and every 
girl has improved! It’s been 
fun seeing them grow and 
we are excited to continue 
to watch as they continue to 
play. Come out and support 
our Lady Huskies on home 
court this Thursday, Febru-
ary 22. Tipoff is at 5:30.”

Heights seventh-grade girls
win 2024 MIC Championship

Basketball

Submitted by 
Diane Handy
HHMS Seventh Grade Girls 
Basketball Head Coach

The seventh grade Lady 
Huskies Basketball team 
brought home the 2024 
Mid-Indiana Conference 
(MIC) Championship. Ear-
ly in the season the players 
demonstrated they had the 
potential for great things.

“Throughout the season 
we have worked on commu-
nication, feedback, mistakes, 
resolutions, humility, and 
solutions,” explained Diane 
Handy, head coach of the 
team. “What made the MIC 
Championship win so spe-
cial is the girls played with 
their heart, grit, and refusal 
to give up. They won with a 
team-focused approach.”

“We started off with 
playing the Kokomo Wild-
cats for the MIC Tourney on 
Wednesday, Feb. 14,” con-
tinued Coach Handy. “All 
players were able to contrib-
ute to this game on the court 
with points being scored by 
eight of the players, offen-
sive plays being disrupted, 
and a passing game that was 
accurate. The Huskies won 
38-11. They moved to semi-
finals on Saturday, Feb. 17, 

playing the Logansport Ber-
ries with the goal of making 
it to the final game against 
either the Tipton Blue Devils 
or Western Panthers. Again, 
all players were instrumental 
in the win with their baskets, 
their ability to block out and 
rebound, and their drive. 
The Huskies won 40-15.

“The championship 
game had our team facing 
a defensively aggressive 
team,” explained Coach 
Handy. “At half time, the 
ladies were down by three 
points and were not play-
ing to their ability. How-
ever, they came out after 
half time ready, as a team, 
together. In the third quar-
ter they turned the game by 
playing a team-focused ap-
proach. They played togeth-
er, remembered each other's 
strengths, and ended the 
quarter trailing the Panther’s 
by five points. In this mo-
ment, during a timeout in the 
fourth quarter, we decided 
to make a defensive switch, 
which we believe gave our 
girls the confidence and the 
edge to come out on top. 
The team then saw the court, 
saw one another, and togeth-
er they scored 14 points total 
while holding the Panthers 
to three points! Huskies take 

the hard-fought win 38-32!”
Coach Handy said each 

player contributed to the 
MIC Championship win in 
her own way and should be 
proud of the part they played 

in this important win.
“The seventh grade Lady 

Huskies will continue to 
build upon their success with 
continued team reflection 
and having fun,” she added. 

“While we continue to learn 
from our mistakes, we will 
also continue to celebrate our 
victories and support one an-
other through the challenges. 
The ladies now know they 

have what it takes to beat a 
tough team when they work 
together and support one an-
other. The unity they showed 
will carry them to more vic-
tories on and off the court.”

Photo provided
The Hamilton Heights Middle School seventh Grade Girls Basketball team are this year’s MIC Champs. 
(Back row) Coach Maddie Herr, Hallie Sheller, Annie Sheller, Reagan Van Kirk, Stella Taylor, Kaylee 
Smith, Skyler Worthman, Kaitlyn Schakel, and Coach Diane Handy. (Front row) Meredith Robinson, 
Evie Millsaps, and Gabbi Lowe.

One-meter diving: 1. 
Ethan Swart (Hamilton 
Heights) 527.50, 3. Na-
than Cox (HH) 517.30, 
5. Jacob Schade (F) 
491.35, 7. Aiden Kless 
(N) 465.95.

100 butterfly: 3. 
Shackell (C) 48.94, 7. 
Emile Haig (C) 50.03, 9. 
Jung (HSE) 50.19, 17. 
Qian (C) 51.11, 22. Derek 
Robison (HSE) 51.54.

100 freestyle: 6. Allen 
(C) 46.28, 9. Kumler (U) 
46.45, 11. Carter Hadley 
(C) 46.64, 12. E. Zhang 
(C) 46.67, 18. Bennett 
Morse (W) 47.07, 22. Koo 
(F) 47.49.

500 freestyle: 1. 
Enoch (C) 4:26.13, 2. 
Hines (F) 4:30.53, 3. 
L. Zhang (C) 4:30.91, 
4. Anderson Kopp (C) 
4:33.29, 6. Adams Jr. (F) 
4:36.14, 7. Sanchez (F) 
4:39.11, 14. Waren (HSE) 

4:42.72, 22. Zach Welch 
(W) 4:47.02.

200 freestyle relay: 
1. Carmel 1:24.54, 12. 
Fishers 1:27.83, 25. No-
blesville 1:29.84.

100 backstroke: 3. 
Kopp (C) 49.76, 6. Car-
son Szotek (C) 51.11, 
13. Hadley (C) 51.48, 20. 
Kulp (N) 52.18, 21. Drew 
Wilhite (Guerin Catholic) 
52.26, 24. Thomas Jo-
hanneman (F) 52.49.

100 breaststroke: 2. 
Gorey (C) 55.80, 3. Col-
lin Huston (HSE) 55.84, 
6. Malicki (C) 56.31, 
12. Landon Holmes 
(C) 58.47, 14. Anthony 
Mathis (N) 58.74.

400 freestyle re-
lay: 1. Carmel 3:07.42, 
4. Fishers 3:09.42, 13. 
Westfield 3:13.75, 16. 
Hamilton Southeastern 
3:14.31, 20. Noblesville 
3:15.00.

Swim
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SPORTS SCHEdUlE
Thursday, Feb. 22

BOYS BASKETBALL
North Central at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m.

Phalen Academy at University, 7:30 p.m.
Westfield at Pike, 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 23
BOYS BASKETBALL

Waldron at Sheridan, 7:30 p.m.
Hamilton Heights at Rensselaer Central, 8 p.m.

BOYS SWIMMING
State swimming preliminaries, 6 p.m. at IU Natatorium

GYMNASTICS SECTIONALS
Fishers, Noblesville at The Gymnastics Company, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 24
BOYS SWIMMING

Diving preliminaries and semifinals, 9 p.m. at IU Natatorium
Swimming and diving finals, 1 p.m. at IU Natatorium

GYMNASTICS SECTIONALS
Guerin Catholic, Westfield at Lafayette Jefferson, 9 a.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

Jozy Altidore to join
Sogility ownership group

Graphic provided

The REPORTER
Sogility is proud to an-

nounce Jozy Altidore as one 
of the newest members of 
the organization’s board and 
ownership group.

“I am excited to join 
Sogility’s vision of using 
technology driven soccer 
training to revolutionize 
player development and per-
formance, making it a pivot-
al component in the growth 
of soccer around the world,” 
states Jozy Altidore.

Jozy Altidore has had an 
extensive professional soc-
cer career, playing for eight 
teams in five countries and 
logging over 100 caps for 
the United States Men’s Na-
tional team. Altidore has 157 
career club goals and is cur-
rently the third all-time goal 
scorer for the United States 
Men’s National Team.

“Sogility is extremely 
excited to have Jozy Altidore 
join us in our efforts to pro-
vide technology driven soc-
cer training. We have been 
blessed to work with over 70 
professionals and athletes of 
all ages. Having one of the 
greatest players in USMNT 
history see the value in our 
methodology and training 
tools helps take us to new 
heights,” adds the CEO of 
Sogility, Jimmy Carson.

Altidore will play a sig-
nificant role in Sogility’s 
franchise expansion efforts 
and help provide more op-
portunities across the coun-
try to soccer players of all 
ages.

For more information on 
how to bring a Sogility fran-
chise to your city, visit sogil-
ity.net/launch-your-sogility 
or email info@sogility.net.

Photo courtesy Landon Denison, NHS Shadow Yearbook
Noblesville’s Austin Hastings has committed to the Rose-Hulman Institution of Technology football 
team. (Front row, from left) Geoff Hastings (father), Austin Hastings, and Lori Hastings (mother). 
(Back row, from left) Robb Gunn (personal coach), Jason Shonkwiler (Noblesville Football 
Assistant), Adam Metzler (Noblesville Football Assistant), Colin Jasper (Noblesville Football 
Assistant), Joseph Sero (Noblesville Football Assistant), Dave Sharpe (Noblesville Football Head 
Coach), and Michael Weimer (Noblesville Wrestling Head Coach).

Photo courtesy Landon Denison, NHS Shadow Yearbook
Noblesville’s Anna Elkin has committed to the Grace College women’s volleyball team. (Front row, 
from left) Corie Elkin (mother), Clara Elkin (sister), Anna Elkin, and Tim Elkin (father). (Back row, 
from left) Annie Poulson (Noblesville Girls Volleyball Head Coach) and Brayden Elkin (brother).

Noblesville’s Anna Elkin 
commits to Grace College

Noblesville’s Austin Hastings
commits to Rose-Hulman
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