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Today’s Weather
Today: Mainly morning snow.
An inch or less accumulation.

Tonight: Snow.

A dog story
Here’s Mom’s story 

about our dogs.
Many years ago 

before there were any 
children to keep me 
company, Dad bought 
me a pup. I forgot 
where we went – seems 
it may have been near 
Portland – and I chose 
the cutest little ball of 
black and white fur you 
ever saw.

This puppy's father was a Madison Av-
enue show dog. The mother was a purebred 
Border Collie farm dog. As befitted such a 
fancy parentage, I gave her a fancy name: 
Beulah Rebecca. Dad paid an exorbitant 
price (for our income and the times), but she 
proved to be worth every penny.

We didn't have the wherewithal to pay 
for breeding purposes, so let nature take its 
course. There was certainly no neighbor-
hood dog as good as Becky. But not to wor-
ry. At the appropriate time a male appeared. 
He was handsome, well-groomed, and 
looked very much like Becky. Later a large 
litter of black and white puppies arrived.

Well, this scenario was repeated several 
times. Between seasons the father was nev-
er seen. We never learned where his home 
was.

The strange thing was Becky would al-
low no other male around. Sometimes the 
lowly animals set a good example for hu-
mans.

As Becky grew older, we decided 
enough was enough. A trip to the vet; no 
more visits from the Prince. Becky lived 
to a ripe old age, always good company, a 
good helpful farm dog, and very protective. 
We missed her when she was gone.
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Grasping for 
independence

Independence. It's 
a word that can take 
on so many different 
meanings.

Something you 
will hear when listen-
ing to the current fight 
within the disability 
community is that we 
are fighting for our in-
dependence in many 
different areas. Why? 
Because independence is important to liv-
ing a confident and fulfilling life. There are 
many ways in which our independence can 
be taken away from us. There is also always 
someone who would be grateful to have in-
dependence in areas we take for granted.

For me, I am fighting to keep walking, 
which of course provides a great deal of in-
dependence. It’s something many take for 
granted.

Each day, I sit up in my bed inde-
pendently, and I'm grateful. Every single 
day. I thank God that I still have this abili-
ty. I swing my feet down to the ground and 
take a deep breath. I pray that I will be able 
to stay on my feet without falling, and I give 
thanks for the continued ability to walk, 
even if it is laborious.

Then, the intense focus begins.
Every single step, focused. When walk-

ing, if I take my focus off every step, even 
for a second, my right foot will catch, and I 
will trip and fall. When I fall, I'm likely not 
getting up on my own. At least not without 
crawling to the nearest surface where I may 
have a slim chance of hoisting myself up, 
depending on how badly I was injured in the 
fall. Luckily for me, most falls result in a 
few hours of rest, icing, and some soreness 
for a few days, although I have fractured my 
foot and my knee in the past from falls, and 
dealt with concussions. 

I am not trying to be a hero by continuing 
to walk. I have nothing to prove to anyone, 
and there is also no shame in accepting the 
help of an assistive device. At this point in 
my life, I am an ambulatory wheelchair user. 
A common misconception is that those who 
use wheelchairs cannot walk at all. Of course, 
that is sometimes the case, but certainly not 
always. For me, I can still walk short distanc-
es in areas I am familiar with, where I can 
grab onto certain things for support.

There is a lot of mental planning that 
must go into each day. I don’t mean only 
planning daily activities, but rather plan-
ning how I will get out of certain chairs, or 
from one place to another. Are there stairs, 

Food for thought: community 
clears HSE student lunch debt
The REPORTER

More than 1,200 Hamilton 
Southeastern students with 
outstanding balances have 
been notified their meal ac-
counts have been paid in full.

This action was made pos-
sible in part by a large donation 
from the Food for Thought 
Community Fund, created by a 
local community member who 
is dedicated to supporting in-
security needs for students and 
families within HSE Schools.

The debt, $25,107.18, was 
paid for students qualifying 
for the National School Lunch 
Program (Free and Reduced 
Benefits).

“Hamilton Southeast-
ern Education Foundation is 
thrilled to be able to help al-
leviate this burden from fami-
lies,” HSEF Executive Direc-
tor Justin Hirnisey said. “This 
is the second time HSEF has 
been able to eliminate debt for 
students who are a part of free- 
and reduced-price benefits.”

The Food for Thought 
Community Fund was estab-
lished in 2021 and is managed 
by the Hamilton Southeastern 
Education Foundation (HSEF).

The fund also supports 
Fishers Youth Assistance 
Program’s Snack Attack and 
Summer Meals for HSE stu-
dents. Hirnisey added that 
these efforts would not be pos-
sible without many generous 
donors and the support of the 
greater community.

“We are thankful for every 
donation, big or small we re-
ceive,” HSE Schools Director 
of Food Services Karen Og-
den said. “We also would be 
remiss to not acknowledge the 
kindness of HSE families who 
have ‘paid it forward’ by con-
tributing the remaining bal-

ance of their graduating stu-
dent's meal account to helping 
others.”

If you are interested in do-
nating to the Food for Thought 
Community Fund or to learn 
more about this initiative, 
please visit HSEFoundation.
org/FoodforThought.

Photo provided by HSE Schools
(From left) Interim Superintendent Dr. Matt Kegley, HSE Food Services Director Karen 
Ogden, and HSEF Executive Director Justin Hirnisey.

Sheridan recognizes four ‘Rising Stars’

Invest Hamilton County launches 
labor market forecast through 2030

The REPORTER
Invest Hamilton County, in 

coordination with over a doz-
en corporate, civic, education, 
and philanthropic 
partners, has pro-
duced a labor mar-
ket forecast for the 
state’s fastest grow-
ing county going out 
to the year 2030.

Talent InSight 
2030 is a compre-
hensive forecasting 
project that mea-
sures the county’s 
population, occupation, educa-
tional demographics and com-
muting patterns to establish 
long-term demand forecasts 
for multiple subsets of high 
demand employment. 

“Hamilton County is a des-
tination for high-wage, high-
ly educated talent from across 
the country,” Invest Hamilton 
County President & CEO Mike 
Thibideau said. “We also possess 

dynamic communities, led by 
visionary individuals that have 
seen job growth explode over the 
past multiple decades.”

Talent InSight 
2030 was compiled 
by bringing togeth-
er the economic de-
velopment goals of 
Hamilton County’s 
cities, growth pro-
jections of school 
corporations, pro-
jected home build-
ing plans for local 
builders and a di-

verse array of private and gov-
ernmental data sources such 
as Lightcast, ESRI, the U.S. 
Census Bureau, Bureau of La-
bor Statistics, IN Department 
of Education, and STATS In-
diana. 

Other notable data insights 
through the year 2030 include: 

• Hamilton County’s prime 
age labor force participation 
(ages 25 to 54) will increase, 

as opposed to a significant de-
cline nationally.

• Over 62 percent of county 
residents possess a bachelor’s 
degree or higher education, an 
8 percent increase since 2010. 
Only one of the top 20 posted 
occupations (Registered Nurs-
es) in 2023 required that equiv-
alent level of education.

• Professional, Scientif-
ic, and Technical Services, 
Healthcare and Social Ser-
vices, and Accommodations 
and Food Service will be the 
three fastest growing industry 
sectors, collectively adding 
nearly 10,000 jobs.

• Restaurants and Other 

Eating Places represent the 
largest four-digit sector growth 
with over 2,000 positions add-
ed, with Full Service Restau-
rants expected to add over 
1,300 jobs.

• Home Health and Person-
al Care Aides is projected to 
be the county’s largest grow-
ing occupation, followed by 
Cooks and Fast Food Counter 
Workers. 

• The three largest occu-
pations for Hamilton County 
Residents are Office and Ad-
ministrative Support, Sales 
and Related, and Business and 

Thibideau

See Labor . . . Page 2
See Independence . . . Page 2

The REPORTER
Four Sheridan High 

School (SHS) students were 
recognized at the January 
school board meeting for their 
Indiana Association of School 
Principals (IASP) Rising 
Stars designation.

SHS selected Liber-
ty Coyle-Paddack, Leah 
Fredriks, Isaiah Garrett, and 
Mackenzie Smith for the 
award based on their academ-
ic excellence.

The IASP Rising Stars 
program was created to give 
schools an opportunity to rec-
ognize outstanding students 
during their junior year, in an 
effort to increase “visibility 
and scholarship opportunities.

SHS Principal Rick Davis 
expressed his appreciation to 
IASP for the opportunity to 
recognize these exceptional 
students.

“We are proud of the ac-
complishments of Liberty, 
Leah, Isaiah, and Mackenzie 
and are excited for their bright 

futures,” Davis said.
School board members 

added their praise for the stu-
dents during the meeting on 
Monday night.

“We applaud these stu-
dents for their hard work 
and dedication,” Superin-
tendent Dr. Dave Mundy 
said. “I also want to express 
gratitude for our teachers 
and staff who create world-
class learning for our stu-
dents every day, showing 
how a small school can pro-

vide big opportunities.”
Learn more about the Ris-

ing Stars program at iasp.org/
students/academic-all-stars.

Coyle-Paddack Fredricks Garrett Smith 

https://readthereporter.com
http://paulpoteet.com
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://wishtv.com
http://www.hsefoundation.org/FoodforThought
http://www.hsefoundation.org/FoodforThought
https://iasp.org/students/academic-all-stars
https://iasp.org/students/academic-all-stars
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Now Hiring Drivers and 
Reservationist s 

Full-time and Part-Time positions available 
Hourly rate starts at $15 and up based on exp. 

 Fulltime includes great benefits! 
Make a difference in your community 

By providing safe, reliable and 
compassionate service. 

Janus Developmental Services, Inc. 
1555 Westfield Road 

Please apply online at 
www.janus-inc.org 

Janus is Hiring! 
Recreational Therapist

Drivers
Finance Director/Controller

Direct Support Professionals
Fulltime includes great benefits.  

Make a difference in your 
community and apply online at

www.janus-inc.org

is there a railing, or a curb? 
Mentally assessing the path-
way. Is it crowded? Even 
the slightest bump from 
someone can easily send me 
to the ground. Constantly 
planning my next move be-
fore it happens. It can be a 
lot of internal stress.

If you were with me, 
you would never know all 
those thoughts are going 
through my mind! But they 
are constantly. Going out 
independently in public is 
something I must give a lot 
of extra thought to.

Driving. So much inde-
pendence comes from being 
able to drive. Many living 
with neuromuscular disease 
do not have this opportunity. 
Again, I'm grateful. I often 
talk about how, in the water 

where I exercise, I don’t feel 
disabled. I feel free. That’s 
how I feel when driving too.

Adapting to stay as in-
dependent as I can is my 
goal. It's important for 
those of us living with dis-
abilities. So much of what 
happens because of our 
disabilities is out of our 
control. I can choose to 
focus on areas where I’ve 
lost independence, or I can 
choose to focus on all the 
things I can still do. Sitting 
around feeling sorry for 
ourselves is a dead end. We 
are only wasting time when 
we do that. It's very easy to 
fall into that trap.

Accepting that my inde-
pendence may start to look 
a little different is some-
thing that I need to continue 

to work to embrace. Even 
typing that sentence makes 
me a little uncomfortable 
because I know it's not go-
ing to be an easy thing to 
do. Having a lifelong dis-
ability, I’m very aware of 
what lack of independence, 
physically speaking, looks 
and feels like. Take time 
to stop and appreciate even 
the smallest things you can 
do and be grateful. All these 
things are a gift.

Until next time …
Amy Shinneman is a for-

mer National Ambassador 
for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, disability blog-
ger, wife, and mom of two 
boys. You can find her blog 
at humblycourageous.com 
and reach her on Instagram 
@ashinneman. 

Financial Operations.
• In 2026, Hamilton 

County will be importing 
2,000 more workers than 
it exports, representing a 
15,000-person net shift in 
commuting patterns since 
2015, even when excluding 
hybrid and remote working 
trends. In 2022, over 95,000 
workers commuted into 
Hamilton County for work 
on a daily basis. 

“This project is intend-
ed to provide a tool that 

our local leaders, education 
stakeholders and business 
community can use to fore-
cast how our community 
will continue to grow and 
change through the rest 
of this decade,” Thibide-
au said. “Invest Hamil-
ton County, as a regional 
workforce development 
leader, will also be using 
this data as a backbone for 
pathway creation, training 
programs, and strategic 
community impact.” 

Invest Hamilton Coun-
ty will host a State of the 
Workforce luncheon on 
March 19 at the Bridge-
water Club. Thibideau and 
a national speaker from 
Lightcast, leaders in labor 
market analytics, will dive 
into the data learned from 
the Talent InSight 2030 

project and how it compares 
to national trends. 

Thibideau will also 
spend time in 2024 deliv-
ering presentations on this 
data to diverse associations 
and boards. If you would 
like to have a presentation 
scheduled, please reach out 
to Director of Programs Jill 
Doyle at jdoyle@investh-
amiltoncounty.com. 

This project was made 
possible with support from 
Hamilton County govern-
ment, City of Noblesville, 
City of Fishers, Duke En-
ergy, Hamilton County 
Community Foundation, 
MIBOR, Hamilton Coun-
ty Tourism, OneZone 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Noblesville Chamber of 
Commerce, and Westfield 
Chamber of Commerce. 

About Invest 
Hamilton County

The Hamilton County 
Economic Development 
Corporation (dba Invest 
Hamilton County) is an 
economic development or-
ganization focused on talent 
attraction, retention, devel-
opment, and quality of life 
initiatives throughout Ham-
ilton County. Invest Ham-
ilton County works with 
diverse and dynamic stake-
holders from throughout the 
community to help local res-
idents, businesses, and com-
munities address barriers to 
economic vitality, and build 
systems that provide every 
person in the county a path 
to live the best life they are 
capable of living. For more 
information, visit investh-
amiltoncounty.com.

Independence
from Page 1

Labor
from Page 1Phi Beta Psi Euchre Party

Theta Alpha Upsilon Chapter 
Saturday, February 10, 2024 at 4 p.m.

First Christian Church, 16377 Herriman Blvd., Noblesville

$15.00 to play • $1 for every Euchre

Thanks for reading 
The Reporter!

https://www.tomwoodvolkswagen.com/
https://prevailinc.org/
www.janus-inc.org
http://www.humblycourageous.com/
https://www.instagram.com/ashinneman/
https://www.instagram.com/ashinneman/
mailto:jdoyle%40investhamiltoncounty.com?subject=
mailto:jdoyle%40investhamiltoncounty.com?subject=
http://www.investhamiltoncounty.com/
http://www.investhamiltoncounty.com/
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com/
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Now on stage

The hilarious celebration 
of women and 
‘The Change’!

beefandboards.com  |  317.872.9664  |  9301 Michigan Rd. Indianapolis, IN 46268

https://beefandboards.com
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Indiana Peony 
Festival calling on 
vendors & artists

The REPORTER
Are you ready for the 

2024 Indiana Peony Festi-
val (IPF)? The operation is 
in full swing, and your help 
is needed in preparing for 
spring. This year’s festival 
will take place from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday, May 
18 at Seminary Park in No-
blesville.

Are you interested in 
being a vendor at this year’s 
festival, or is there a local 
small business you’d like 
to see participate in IPF this 
year?

Click here to submit 
your vendor application. Ap-
plications are now open to 
new vendors, and space is 
limited. The submission win-

dow closes Friday, Feb. 16.
IPF needs artists to help 

style the festival. The IPF is 
hosting a T-shirt and Poster 
Design contest. One graphic 
will be used for both the 2024 
Festival poster and T-shirt. 
The winning design will re-
ceive $1,000 a grand prize.

Peruse the mood board 
and dream up your best de-
sign that men, women, and 
children will love and wear 
all year long. Designs do not 
necessarily need to incor-
porate the IPF 2024 logo, 
but final products from the 
IPF will include the logo in 
some way.

Click here for more in-
formation or email ipfkel-
ly@gmail.com.

Photo provided

The REPORTER
There’s still time to par-

ticipate in the Tuxedo Broth-
ers’ annual Bop to the Top 
Stair Climb benefiting Riley 
Children’s Foundation. Bop 
to the Top is scheduled to 
take place Saturday, Jan. 20, 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. at the 
One America Tower, 200 N. 
Illinois St., Indianapolis. 

Registration and fund-
raising information can be 
found at tuxbro.com, Tux-
edo Brothers’ website. Par-
ticipants are invited to climb 
the 36 floors of the OneAm-
erica Tower. There are 780 
steps in all. All ages and 
abilities are welcome. The 
climb can be made as an in-
dividual or as part of a team. 

This incredible event, 
now in its 41st year, is a 
third-party fundraiser for 
the Riley Children’s Foun-
dation. Over $1 million has 
been raised so far for the 
Foundation. Tuxedo Broth-
ers is an event management 
company owned and operat-
ed by brothers Don and Phil 
Carr. Since 1984, Tuxedo 
Brothers has managed more 
than 1,000 runs, walks and 
triathlons benefiting service 
and charitable organiza-
tions. 

Don and Phil, along with 
their team of employees, say 
they are honored that they 
have had the opportunity to 
host this fundraising event 
each year. Don, who serves 

as President of Tuxedo 
Brothers, said he is extreme-
ly pleased to be part of this 
legacy.

“I can’t tell you what it 
means to be a part of such 
a meaningful event,” Carr 
said. “To be able to help Ri-
ley Children’s Foundation 
work toward their mission is 
what it’s all about.”

Riley Children’s Foun-
dation is the fundraising 
arm of Riley Hospital for 
Children at Indiana Univer-
sity Health and the founding 
organization that opened Ri-
ley Hospital in 1924. Today, 
Riley Hospital is recognized 
as one of the best children’s 
hospitals in the nation and 
is the only comprehensive 
children’s research hospital 
in the state of Indiana. 

Each year, as part of the 
Bop to the Top event, a “Ri-
ley Hero” – an individual 
who speaks about their own 
experience as a child with 
Riley – is selected. This 
year’s Riley Hero is Josh 
Jennings of Terre Haute. 

Jennings is a champion 
powerlifter who holds seven 
state records and one world 
record. He has come a long 
way since he was diagnosed 
with acute lymphoblastic 
leukemia at the age of 6. He 
went through three years of 
chemotherapy at Riley Chil-
dren’s Health, and today he 
is cancer free. He says he 
looks forward to sharing his 

Riley story and providing 
hope for others.

Tuxedo Brothers’ goal 
for 2024 is to raise at least 
$15,000. If you are inter-
ested in participating in the 
climb and collecting dona-
tions for Riley Children’s 
Foundation, you can set up a 
personal or corporate fund-
raising page. Collect do-
nations from your friends, 
family, or co-workers by 
creating an online giving 
page.

Riley Children's Foun-
dation receives 100 percent 
of funds raised by individ-
uals and teams who set up 
fundraising pages, so please 
consider the difference you 
can make in a child's life. 
You can also bring your do-
nations to the event site on 
Jan. 20.

IMPORTANT: Creating 
or joining a Team Fund-
raising page through Team 

Riley does not register you 
for the event. You must still 
complete the registration 
process. Volunteers are also 
needed for the event. Go to 
the registration page to vol-
unteer, as well. 

Overall and Age-Group 
awards will be provided 
for those who want to get 
competitive in Bop to the 
Top, but it is not required. 
Those who simply want to 
take their time and climb the 
stairs are also encouraged to 
come out. 

Participants are encour-
aged to visit tuxbro.com 
for registration and updates 
on this and all Tuxedo 
Brothers’ events, or email 
Jason Springer at Jason@
TuxBro.com. You can also 
check out future events, 
including several 5Ks, 
half-marathons, full mara-
thons, triathlons and more 
on the website.

Still time to register for
‘Bop to the Top’ fundraiser for

Riley Children’s Foundation

Photo provided
2024’s Riley Hero is champion powerlifter Josh Jennings.
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+ AG Equipment, Adv. & More
BIDDING OPENS: Wednesday, January 25th @ 2pm

SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, January 27th @ 6pm
PREVIEW DAY: Thursday, January 25th from Noon - 6pm

PERSONAL PROPERTY OF GEORGE CLARK:
Shop Equipment Including Hand Tools, Power Tools, Mechanics Tools, Painting Tools, Welding Tools, 
Woodworking Tools, Snap-On & Craftsman Tools, Antique Farm Tools & Equipment, Cabinets & Work 
Benches, Ladders, Toolboxes, Parts Bins, Bolt Bins, Electrical & Plumbing, Electric Wire & Cable, Fasteners 
& Hardware Box Lots, Hose Reels, Generac 6871-0 Alternator, Lawn & Garden Equipment & Tools including 
JD X754 Mower, Push Mowers, JD 828D Snowblower, JD 80 Yard Cart, Wheel Horse 7-2211 Yard Cart, 
John Deere Sheller, Remington Rand 6020-A Safe Cabinet. Antiques & Primitives, Historical Memorabilia, 
Advertising & Signs, Murat Shriner Memorabilia, Oil Lamps, Aladdin Lamps, Canning Jars, Cast Iron, 
Household & Collectibles, Crocks, Wood Crates, Furniture, Folding Tables & Chairs, Old Photographs, 
Outdoor Furniture, Farm Toys, Vintage Toys, Snow Sleds, Outdoor Christmas Decor

AG EQUIPMENT:
1955 Allis-Chalmers WD-45 Tractor, 1936 Unstyled John Deere “B”, Top Links, Springs & Closing Wheels, 
Augers, Gravity Wagons, Barge Wagons, Head Cart, Schultz Cultivator, 52’ Westfield Auger, Krause 4-935A 
Disk, Farm Force 6’ Mounted Disk, 25’ Int’l 4500 Fld. Cult., DMI Anhydrous Tool Bar,  Fimco 40-Gallon 
Sprayer, 6’ Bush Hog Squealer 3-pt. Rotary Cutter, 16’ Int’l 496 Disk, Armor Windrower Rock Rake,  
Westgo 4210 Rock Picker, H&S 125 Manure Spreader, Fork Extensions

VEHICLES/TRAILERS:
1967 Chevy C-50 Grain Truck, 1974 Int’l Loadstar L700 Grain Truck, 1974 Chevy C65 G4500 Grain Truck, 
2020 1-Axle Trailer, 2010 1-Axle Steel Cage Trailer

Also Including:
(2) Gas Club Car Golf Carts, Cub Cadet 4x4 Diesel ATV, Coins, Arrowheads & Artifacts, St. Clair, Fenton, 
Moon & Stars Glass, Pocket Knives & Lighters, Unique Collectibles, Nascar Collection, Breweriana Items, 
Display Cases, Small Town Advertising, Vintage Weaving Loom, Briggs & Stratton Generator, Mercury 40 
4-hp Thunderbolt Outboard Boat Motor, 8-Ton Engine Hoist, Lots More 

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms 
and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available

PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT
Cripe’s Auction Service

3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

ON-LINE AUCTION
for

the PERSONAL PROPERTY OF 
GEORGE CLARK

Community First Bank of Indiana 
announces change in leadership team
The REPORTER

Community First Bank 
of Indiana (CFB) recently 
announced key updates to 
its leadership team struc-
ture, poising the bank for 
continued expansion while 
remaining diligent to its 
commitment of exceptional 
service for its customers and 
local community partners.

• Bob Hickman has been 
promoted to Executive Vice 
President, Chief Banking 
and Credit Officer.

• Carlonda Davis has 
been promoted to Vice Pres-
ident, Chief Administrative 
Officer/DE&I.

• Janelle Campbell has 
been promoted to Senior 
Vice President, Director of 
Consumer Banking.

• Jonathon Malin has 
been promoted to Senior 
Vice President, Director of 
Commercial Banking.

“We are leveraging the 
strengths and expertise of 
key individuals to spear-
head strategic initiatives 
and drive innovation across 
the company,” President 
& CEO Robb Blume said. 
“We intend to heighten our 

focus on delivering excep-
tional products/services and 
personalized experiences 
tailored to meet the evolv-
ing needs of our customers. 
I know these leaders share 
the vision we founded the 
bank on 20 years ago – to 
be a locally owned bank 
that would serve as a flexi-
ble and responsive commu-
nity partner – yet they will 
also bring fresh ideas to 
drive continuous improve-
ment.”

The bank also has a 
unique focus on caring for 
its employees.

Regarding her new role, 
Davis said, “We remain 
committed to nurturing tal-
ent and fostering a culture of 

continuous learning. Efforts 
will be intensified to provide 
employees with the neces-
sary tools, training, and sup-
port to thrive in their roles.”

Hickman was one of 
the founding members of 
CFB in 2003, has 36 years 
of experience in finance 
and credit, and joined the 
bank’s board of directors in 
2022. Malin and Davis are 
graduates of the Graduate 
School of Banking – Colo-
rado (2019 and 2023), and 
Campbell is on track to 
graduate in 2024.

CFB ramped up its stra-
tegic growth plan in 2015 
when it opened its first office 
outside of Howard County 
– a Loan Production Office 

in Noblesville. It now has 
offices throughout Howard, 
Hamilton, and Marion coun-
ties with its newest full-ser-
vice banking center opening 
in Fishers in February 2024.

About CFB
Community First Bank 

of Indiana (CFB) was char-
tered in 2003 in Kokomo 
and is committed to keeping 
outstanding customer ser-
vice, local decision-making, 
and relationship-building at 
its core. The locally owned 
and operated bank currently 
has offices in Fishers, Indi-
anapolis, Kokomo, Nobles-
ville, and Westfield. Learn 
more at CFBIndiana.com. 
MEMBER FDIC, Equal 
Housing Lender.

Hickman Davis Campbell Malin

The REPORTER
Lt. Governor Suzanne 

Crouch recently announced 
the appointment of two new 
Indiana Grown 
C o m m i s s i o n 
members, Kris-
ta Stillwell and 
Nanci Sears Per-
ry, and the re-ap-
pointment of three 
members. 

“I am so ex-
cited to welcome 
Krista Stillwell 
and Nanci Sears 
Perry to the Indiana Grown 
Commission,” said Lt. Gov. 
Crouch, who also serves 
as Indiana’s Secretary of 
Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment. “They have the 
knowledge and capacity 
to help Indiana businesses 
grow. The Indiana Grown 
Commission represent all 
aspects of our industry, such 
as farmer’s markets, mar-
keting and advertising, dis-
tributors, chefs, educators, 
and restaurateurs. Thanks to 
their expertise, the Indiana 
Grown program will have 
the best available resources 
for their businesses.”

Stillwell founded Still-
well brands in 2015, where 
she serves as founder and 
chief strategist. She con-
sults with clients on busi-
ness strategy, social media, 
marketing, promotional 
strategy, growth strategy 
and more. Stillwell special-
izes in seeking out small to 
medium-sized businesses to 
create and manage promo-
tional strategy and market-
ing needs.

“Krista and Nanci bring 
unique expertise to the In-
diana Grown Commission,” 
Indiana Grown Director 
Caroline Patrick said. “As 
we enter our ninth year of 
the Indiana Grown program, 
I look forward to seeing how 
our commission leadership 
can help guide and support 
our growing program.”

Sears Perry serves as 
the Market Manager for 
Yorktown Farm and Artisan 
Market. Yorktown Farm 
and Artisan Market has 
weekly vendors, a Young 
Entrepreneur program, live 
music, food trucks, month-
ly car shows and opportuni-
ties to get involved in York-
town. Sears Perry believes 
that the market has become 
a place for Yorktown com-
munity members to con-
nect with each other and a 
place for small businesses 
to grow.

Indiana Grown is a 
marketing initiative started 
by the Indiana State De-
partment of Agriculture 

(ISDA) to pro-
mote local prod-
ucts to the public. 
Indiana Grown 
is supported by 
a commission of 
12 individuals, in-
cluding ISDA Di-
rector Don Lamb. 
Those members 
include:

• Jeff Bricker 
– Ivy Tech State College, 
Hospitality Program, De-
partment Chair

• Mike Hoopengardner 
– Farm Bureau, Represen-
tative

• Jennifer Rubenstein – 
Boone County Economic 
Development Corporation, 
Director Marketing and 
Communications

• Leigh Rowan – Ft. 
Wayne Farmer’s Market, 
Market Manager

• Mayasari Effendi – 
Mayasari Tempeh, Owner

• Nicky Nolot – Tolon 
Restaurant, Owner

• Marcus Agresta – Piaz-
za Produce, President

• Rachel Boyer – Ra-
chel’s Taste of Indiana, 
Owner

• Don Lamb – Indiana 
State Department of Agri-
culture, Director

• Nathan Shoaf – Pur-
due University, Diversified 
Farming and Food Systems 
Program Leader

• Krista Stillwell – Still-
well+Co Marketing & Busi-
ness Strategy, Owner

• Nanci Sears Perry – 
Yorktown Farm and Artisan 
Market, Market Manager

Commission member 
terms vary and are selected 
by Lt. Gov. Crouch.

About Indiana Grown
Indiana Grown is admin-

istered by the Indiana State 
Department of Agriculture 
in partnership with the lieu-
tenant governor’s office. The 
initiative educates consum-
ers on the importance of buy-
ing Indiana Grown products, 
helps Indiana farmers and 
producers sell more prod-
ucts and supports Indiana 
businesses in their efforts to 
process more Indiana Grown 
products. Indiana Grown 
members and partners in-
clude farmers, producers, 
processors, and artisans, as 
well as retailers, grocers, 
hospitals and restaurants. 
For more information, visit 
indianagrown.org.

Crouch

Indiana Grown Commission announces two new members
Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 

The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can
submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include 
your phone number and city of residence. The 

Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

Letter to the Editor

Start your
New Year right,
commit to quit

Dear Editor:
Quit Season is HERE! The new year is upon us, and 

it’s a great time for fresh starts.
If you’re a tobacco user, the best thing you can do 

this year is to make a quit plan. Making the decision to 
quit in 2024 can dramatically reduce your risk for life 
threatening diseases. Smoking is still the number one 
cause of preventable death in Indiana. 

SmokeFree.gov includes the following steps for 
having a successful quit plan: 

• Pick a quit date.
• Let loved ones know you are quitting.
• Remove reminders of smoking.
• Identify your reasons to quit smoking.
• Identify your smoking triggers.
• Develop coping strategies.
• Have places you can turn to for immediate help.
• Set up rewards for Quit Milestones.
A quality quit plan combines cessation strategies to 

keep you focused, confident, and motivated to quit. It 
will help you identify challenges you may face as you 
quit, and ways to overcome them. Setting up a plan can 
improve your chances of quitting smoking for good. 
Free, confidential help is available through a trained quit 
coach by calling 1-800-QUIT-NOW, texting “READY” 
to 34191, or logging on to QuitNowIndiana.com.

Make 2024 your best year yet by making the deci-
sion to quit.  

Stacy Collins
Breathe Easy Hamilton County
Executive Director

Thanks for reading
The Reporter!

https://www.cripesauction.com/
http://www.cfbindiana.com/
https://www.in.gov/isda/
https://www.in.gov/isda/
https://indianagrown.org/
http://smokefree.gov/quit-plan
http://www.quitnowindiana.com/
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com/
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Now Open

 White Barn Antiques
QUALITY ANTIQUES AND VINTAGE HOME FURNISHINGS

2192 E. County Road 1100 S.
Cloverdale, IN  46120

Hours: Thursday, Friday and Saturday 10-5
Or by appointment 

Phone: 765-712-1640

DOUBT
a play by

JOHN PATRICK SHANLEY

directed by
DANIEL MALOY

January 25-28, 2024 at the Switch Theatre, Fishers.
Tickets available at hyperionplayers.com.

A PARABLE

By CARRIE NEAL
A Seat on the Aisle

Indiana Repertory The-
atre (IRT) begins 2024 on 
a strong and inspirational 
note, with the one-wom-
an show Fannie: The Mu-
sic and Life of Fannie Lou 
Hamer.

A lesser-known figure 
of the Civil Rights Move-
ment, Hamer was an uned-
ucated sharecropper from 
Mississippi who eventually 
became a prominent voting 
rights activist and public 
speaker. I'm embarrassed to 
say I knew nothing of her 
story, which deserves to be 
a familiar part of American 
history for all.

The story begins in Fan-
nie's kitchen, and at first 
it seems the tone of the 
piece is going to be chatty 
and familiar, just a woman 
talking to her friends. But 
we soon realize we are go-
ing to church in this play, 
both through Fannie's elo-
quent orations that are very 
much like sermons (she was 
the daughter of a Baptist 
preacher, after all) and even 
more so because of her fre-
quent, passionate bursts into 
song, which were a hallmark 
of her public speaking.

One of the few things I 
knew going in was that this 
was a one-woman play with 
music, and I was very much 
looking forward to hearing 
the vocal work of Maiesha 
McQueen, whose impres-
sive resume includes Wait-
ress on Broadway and the 
recent company of Come 
from Away in Gander, New-

foundland. But while Mc-
Queen's voice was magnifi-
cent and absolutely lived up 
to all my expectations, the 
major surprise of the eve-
ning was that almost every 
time Fannie sings, she asks 
the audience to sing along 
with her. This undertaking 
met with mixed success at 
best; every time I looked 
around, it seemed that at the 
very most, 30 percent of au-
dience members were sing-
ing along.

As Fannie, Maiesha Mc-
Queen takes us on a beauti-
ful rollercoaster of a journey. 
She's lighthearted and jaun-
ty while she entertains the 
audience (and even bakes a 
cake!), but also digs deep to 
share the intimacies of her 
greatest sufferings with us. 
As audience members, we're 
acutely aware of the priv-
ilege of going on this emo-
tional voyage with Fannie, 
but we're even more aware 
of the enormous privilege of 
voting – which too many of 
us have taken for granted.

As always, the impec-
cable scenic design at IRT 

is a treat, with credit going 
to Collette Pollard. Lighting 
design by Jason Pollard is 
particularly effective, along 
with stunning projection de-
sign by Mike Tutaj. His pro-
jections achieved something 
I'd never seen before: actu-
ally advancing the action of 
the storyline, rather than just 
serving as a backdrop. The 
three-man band comprised of 
Morgan E. Stevenson, Spen-
cer Bean, and Dorian Phelps 
was uniformly excellent, and 
they also provided some en-
ergetic backup vocals.

Clocking in at a brisk 75 
minutes with no intermis-
sion, Fannie: The Music and 
Life of Fannie Lou Hamer – 
written by Cheryl L. West 
and directed by Henry D. 
Godinez – is a worthy and 
uplifting way to spend your 
time during the dark days of 
winter. It runs through Feb. 
4 on the OneAmerica Main-
stage at IRT, and tickets 
may be purchased online at 
irtlive.com.

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.

Photo provided
Maiesha McQueen as Fannie Lou Hamer.

One-women play takes 
audiences to church in 
latest IRT production

ISO presents Mozart & the Chevalier
The REPORTER

This Friday and Satur-
day, Conductor Jeannette 
Sorrell, New York Philhar-
monic principal clarinetist 
Anthony McGill, and so-
prano Sonya Headlam per-
form music of Mozart and 
Joseph Bologne, Chevalier 
de Saint-Georges, a French 
Creole contemporary of 
Mozart’s whose life was de-
picted in the 2022 film Che-
valier. Composer Derek Ber-
mel has been commissioned 
to transform Saint-Georges’ 
violin concerto into a clari-
net concerto. 

Special offer for 
ISO patrons

Use the code ISOCHE-
VALIER24 to get $2 off 
tickets to see a film screen-
ing of Chevalier at the Kan-
Kan Cinema at 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 18. Based on 
the factual story of compos-
er Joseph Bologne, Cheva-
lier de Saint-Georges, the 
illegitimate son of an Afri-
can enslaved and a French 
plantation owner, who rises 
to heights in French soci-
ety as a composer before 
an ill-fated love affair. The 
film screening will include 
a virtual discussion with 
pianist and the composer of 
Chevalier’s film score Kris 
Bowers along with soprano 
Sonya Headlam.

Click here to buy tickets 
to the ISO's concert. Per-
formances begin at 8 p.m. 
on Friday, Jan. 19 and 5:30 
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 20.

For more information 
regarding the policies of the 
Hilbert Circle Theatre, go to 
indianapolissymphony.org.

About 
Jeannette Sorrell
Grammy-winning con-

ductor Jeannette Sorrell is 
recognized internationally 
as one of today’s most com-
pelling interpreters of Ba-
roque and Classical reper-
toire. She is credited by BBC 
Music Magazine for “forg-
ing a vibrant, life-affirming 
approach to early music.” 
She is the subject of the doc-
umentary by Oscar-winning 
director Allan Miller, titled 
Playing With Fire: Jeannette 
Sorrell and the Mysteries of 
Conducting, commercially 
released in 2023.

Bridging the period-in-
strument and symphonic 
worlds from a young age, 

Sorrell studied conducting 
under Leonard Bernstein, 
Roger Norrington, and 
Robert Spano at the Tan-
glewood and Aspen music 
festivals. As a harpsichord-
ist, she studied with Gustav 
Leonhardt in Amsterdam 
and won First Prize and the 
Audience Choice Award 
in the Spivey International 
Harpsichord Competition, 
competing against over 70 
harpsichordists from Eu-
rope, Israel, the U.S., and 
the Soviet Union.

As a guest conductor, 
Sorrell made her New York 
Philharmonic debut in 2021 
and Philadelphia Orches-
tra debut in 2022, both to 
rave reviews. In 2023-24, 
she returns to the New York 
Philharmonic, and makes 
debuts with the Royal 
Scottish National Orches-
tra, Baltimore Symphony, 
Houston Symphony, India-
napolis Symphony, the Na-
tional Arts Centre Chamber 
Orchestra (Ottawa), and the 
Orchestra of St Luke’s at 
Carnegie Hall.
About Anthony McGill

Hailed for his “trade-
mark brilliance, penetrat-
ing sound and rich charac-
ter” (The New York Times), 
clarinetist Anthony McGill 
is one of classical music’s 
most recognizable and bril-
liantly multifaceted figures. 
In addition to his dynamic 
international solo and cham-
ber music career, McGill is 
principal clarinet of the New 
York Philharmonic – the 
first African American prin-
cipal player in the organiza-
tion's history.

In 2020, he was awarded 
the Avery Fisher Prize, one 
of classical music’s most 
significant awards given in 
recognition of soloists who 
represent the highest level 
of musical excellence. Mc-
Gill was honored to take part 
in the 2009 inauguration of 
President Barack Obama, 
premiering a piece written 
for the occasion by John Wil-
liams and performing along-
side violinist Itzhak Perlman, 
cellist Yo-Yo Ma, and pianist 
Gabriela Montero.

McGill appears regu-
larly as a soloist with top 

orchestras around North 
America, including the New 
York Philharmonic, Met-
ropolitan Opera, Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestra, San 
Diego Symphony, and Kan-
sas City Symphony. 
About Sonya Headlam

Soprano Sonya Headlam 
performs music that spans 
centuries, from the Baroque 
era to the present. As a solo-
ist, she has garnered acclaim 
on prestigious stages across 
the United States. Recent 
highlights include her debut 
with the Philadelphia Or-
chestra in Handel's Messiah, 
her Severance Hall debut 
with conductor Jeannette 
Sorrell and Apollo's Fire 
performing Mozart and Jo-
seph Bologne, Chevalier de 
Saint Georges, and joining 
the North Carolina Sym-
phony for Handel’s Messiah 
and Beethoven's Symphony 
No. 9. She has collaborated 
with other esteemed ensem-
bles, such as the New World 
Symphony, the Milwaukee 
Symphony Orchestra, TEN-
ET Vocal Artists, and others. 
This season, Sonya looks 
forward to making her solo 
debuts with the Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra, the 
New York Philharmonic, 
and the National Arts Centre 
Orchestra in Ottawa.

About the Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra 
The Indianapolis Sym-

phony Orchestra, at home 
and thriving in the heart 
of Indianapolis, offers an 
exceptional artistic and 
musical experience. The 
orchestra is open to all and 
dedicated to creating an in-
clusive and innovative expe-
riential environment that is 
inspiring, educational, and 
welcoming. The ISO cele-
brates historically beloved 
performances while en-
gaging audiences by intro-
ducing new voices through 
programming including the 
IU Health Plans Classical 
Series, the Printing Partners 
Pops Series, the holiday 
traditions of AES Indiana 
Yuletide Celebration and 
the popular Film Series pre-
sented by Bank of America. 
For more information, go to 
indianapolissymphony.org.

https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://www.facebook.com/WhiteBarnAV
https://www.hyperionplayers.com/tickets/
https://www.amazon.com/Quietly-Making-Noise-Inessential-Collection/dp/B0CQQX2P68
https://asota.wordpress.com/
http://irtlive.com/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://www.goelevent.com/Kan-KanCinemaandBrasserie/e/CHEVALIER2023
https://www.goelevent.com/Kan-KanCinemaandBrasserie/e/CHEVALIER2023
https://www.indianapolissymphony.org/event/mozart-and-the-chevalier
https://www.indianapolissymphony.org/
https://www.indianapolissymphony.org/


The REPORTER
An Indiana woman who 

died late last year made his-
tory – for two reasons.

First, at 90, she is the 
oldest person on record in 
Indiana to be an organ donor. 
Second, her liver donation 
was the first coordinated by 
a U.S. organ procurement 
organization – Indiana Do-
nor Network – using new 
technology to preserve and 
protect the donated liver af-
ter recovery in Indiana and 
during transport to a Mid-
west transplant center.

The milestone deploy-
ment of this innovative 
technology was the product 
of an FDA-authorized con-
tinued access study over the 
past two years, evaluating 
the use of the LifePort Liv-
er Transporter.

“We strive to find new 
and innovative ways to uti-
lize technology and push the 
boundaries of what is possi-
ble for donation and trans-
plantation,” Indiana Donor 
Network President and CEO 
Kellie Tremain said. “Our 
goal is to end the wait for 
lifesaving organ transplants. 
This is another step in that 
direction.”

Manufactured by Illi-
nois-based Organ Recovery 
Systems, the LifePort Liver 
Transporter emulates a hu-
man body through a process 
called oxygenated hypother-
mic machine perfusion. This 
process pumps an oxygenat-
ed, nutrient-rich preserva-
tion solution through the liv-
er to maximize preservation 

outside the body. Nearly 30 
Indiana Donor Network ad-
vanced clinical coordinators 
and surgical recovery spe-
cialists have been specifical-
ly trained to use the device.

With machine perfusion, 
a donated liver can remain 
viable for transplant for a 
considerably longer time. 
Using the traditional pres-
ervation method of static 
cold storage, a donated liv-
er remains viable for trans-
plant for less than six hours. 
Keeping a donated liver 
functioning after the recov-
ery surgery allows more 
time to test and assess the 
organ’s health. It can also 
improve a liver’s function, 
which may allow more do-
nated livers to be available 
for transplant.

Indiana Donor Network 
first utilized the LifePort 
Liver Transporter in the No-
vember 2023 transplant co-
ordination and now awaits 
FDA clearance for unre-
stricted clinical use of the 
device throughout the U.S.

While the FDA contin-
ued access study continues, 
Indiana Donor Network can 
currently utilize the machine 
when requested by any of the 
four participating transplant 
centers that are also partici-
pating in the trial, including 
University of Cincinnati 
Medical Center, University 
of Chicago, Northwestern 
University and University 
Hospital-Rutgers New Jer-
sey Medical School.

“One of the biggest prob-
lems in organ transplanta-

tion is availability. There are 
far more people waiting for 
a lifesaving transplant than 
there are available organs,” 
Indiana Donor Network 
Director of Organ Services 
Sherry Quire said. “This 
breakthrough technology 
limits organ damage during 
preservation, improves pa-
tient outcomes and increas-
es utilization of more donor 
livers for even more lifesav-
ing transplants.”

Use of the LifePort Liv-
er Transporter is the orga-
nization’s second venture 
into implementing perfusion 
technology to increase the 
rate of organ transplantation 
success. In 2021, Indiana 
Donor Network began uti-
lizing kidney perfusion de-
vices to sustain function and 
extend testing and transpor-

tation time for donated kid-
neys. In 2023, the organiza-
tion’s 12 kidney perfusion 
devices kept 446 donated 
kidneys functioning outside 
the body from recovery to 
transplantation.

Indiana Donor Network 
is the federally designated 
organ recovery organization 
that coordinates organ and 
tissue donation in Indiana 
and transplantation through-
out the U.S. Its mission is 
to save and enhance the 
quality of life through or-
gan and tissue donation and 
transplantation. Its vision is 
to be a leader in organ and 
tissue recovery. Founded in 
1987, the organization co-
ordinates donation in 85 of 
the state’s 92 counties and 
serves transplant hospitals 
throughout the U.S.
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All Aboard!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds 
and experience of a ride in our 

1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate 

Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board out of Noblesville 
at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY 
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

NickelPlateExpress.com

NickelPlateExpress.com

Pirates & Princesses  
Prepare to set sail on an enchanting journey 
as the historic Nickel Plate Express presents 

the Pirate and Princess Train Ride. This 
thrilling 75-minute adventure promises 
an unforgettable experience filled with 

encounters with swashbuckling pirates and 
elegant princesses. Dust off your finest 
costumes and join us for a truly magical 

experience.

January 27

NickelPlateExpress.com

Bourbon and Chocolate  
All aboard the Nickel Plate Express for a 

bourbon and chocolate pairing! Take an hour 
and 30-minute ride through Hamilton County 
while sampling 3 bourbons and 3 unique and 

local chocolate desserts. A cash bar is available 
to purchase wine, beer and bourbon.

February 10 

NickelPlateExpress.com

Lonely Hearts Club Express   
Join us for a 75-minute train ride filled with 

laughter, connections, and a vibrant atmosphere. 
You’ll be greeted with a warm welcome and a 

chance to mingle with other amazing individuals 
who are also embracing their single status. 

Enjoy a cocktail or two as you make new friends 
while chugging along the rails. 

February 14 

Easter Express   
A farmer has misplaced some eggs and is pretty 

sure they are somewhere on the Nickel Plate 
Express! Come share in a little rail adventure 

as you roll through Hamilton County’s northern 
countryside to see the trees in bloom while 
enjoying a snack and a springtime story.

March 23, 24 and 30 

NickelPlateExpress.com

Indiana Donor Network coordinates first liver
transplant using machine perfusion device

Photo courtesy Organ Recovery Systems
Dr. James Guarrera and his transplant team at 
University Hospital in Newark, N.J., affiliated with 
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School, perform a liver 
transplant utilizing the LifePort Liver Transporter.  
With machine perfusion, a donor liver can remain 
viable for transplant for up to 24 hours.

Indiana Arts Commission accepting applications 
for Fellowship for Creative Teaching program

The REPORTER
The Indiana Arts Com-

mission (IAC) announced 
Tuesday that applications are 
being accepted for the 2024 
Indiana Educator Fellowship 
for Creative Teaching.

The Indiana Educator 
Fellowship for Creative 
Teaching, a partnership with 
the Indiana Department of 
Education (IDOE), was cre-
ated in 2023 to celebrate and 
support outstanding educa-
tors and expand classroom 
teaching through creativity.

Research shows cre-
ative teaching strategies, 
also known as arts inte-
gration, improve student 
engagement, student learn-

ing retention, and student 
literacy skills. The Indiana 
Educator Fellowship for 
Creative Teaching supports 
educators with robust train-
ing, funding, and a commu-
nity of experts to inspire and 
implement creativity-cen-
tered innovation in the 
classroom.

“We are proud to be en-
tering the second year of 
the Fellowship for Creative 
Teaching in partnership with 
the Department of Educa-
tion,” IAC Executive Direc-
tor Miah Michaelsen said. 
“The first year of the pro-
gram led to incredible resi-
dencies and student growth 
in Indiana classrooms, and 

it is a privilege to work with 
educators and teaching art-
ists to bring this work to 
more students in 2024.”

If selected for the pro-
gram, Creative Teaching 
Fellows receive:

• Three days of immer-
sive training in creativity 
and connections to stan-
dards

• Access to a fully fund-
ed in-school creative arts 
residency

• Support from commu-

nity creative partners, ex-
perts, and professionals

• Membership in a state-
wide community of energet-
ic, innovative, educators

• A $1,000 honoraria
The deadline to apply 

to be a part of the Creative 
Teaching Fellow Cohort is 
Feb. 22, 2024. Click here 
to read the guidelines and 
click here to access the ap-
plication.

Click here to learn more 
about the program.

STAR Bank announces 
third annual Future of 

Agriculture Scholarship
The REPORTER

STAR Financial Bank 
has announced the third 
annual Future of Agricul-
ture college scholarship, 
which will provide five In-
diana students with a $1,000 
scholarship to apply to their 
secondary education.

To be eligible, students 
must currently be a junior or 
senior in high school or have 
at least one year remaining 
in their college/trade school 
in the Fall of 2024. Eligi-
ble high school students 
would need to be entering a 
trade or collegiate program 
within two years of earning 
the scholarship. STAR has 
awarded 10 scholarships 
over the last two years.

Entrants must visit 
starfinancial.com/star-fu-
ture-of-agriculture-schol-
arship, fill out the contact 
information and answer an 
essay style question of how 
they have, or plan to, impact 
agriculture as it pertains to 
the past, current or future 
generations of farmers. Sub-
missions are judged by a 
panel of STAR Ag banking 
representatives.  

 The deadline for entry 
into the contest is April 22, 
2024. Essays should be 250 
words or less and the con-
test will be limited to those 
who reside or attend school 
in one of the following Indi-
ana counties: Allen, Boone, 
DeKalb, Delaware, Grant, 

Hamilton, Hancock, Henry, 
Howard, Madison, Mari-
on, Noble, Steuben, Tipton, 
Whitley, or Wells.

All questions can be di-
rected at STAR Bank Senior 
Marketing Communications 
Manager Brad Saleik by 
email at brad.saleik@star-
financial.com. 

About STAR 
Financial Bank

STAR Financial Bank, 
headquartered in Fort 

Wayne, Ind., is committed 
to delivering quality finan-
cial expertise and distinctive 
banking solutions to exceed 
customer expectations. In 
addition, STAR Private Ad-
visory offers private bank-
ing, investment, and fidu-
ciary services. STAR has 
grown to nearly $3 billion in 
assets with locations across 
central and northeast Indi-
ana. For more information, 
visit starfinancial.com.

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

Thanks for reading!

https://bit.ly/3vEe5M9
https://bit.ly/3vEe5M9
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://www.in.gov/arts/programs-and-services/research/pace/
http://tinyurl.com/5yerywev
http://tinyurl.com/2k2hfjrf
https://www.in.gov/arts/programs-and-services/training/indiana-educator-fellowship-for-creative-teaching/
https://www.starfinancial.com/star-future-of-agriculture-scholarship
https://www.starfinancial.com/star-future-of-agriculture-scholarship
https://www.starfinancial.com/star-future-of-agriculture-scholarship
mailto:brad.saleik%40starfinancial.com?subject=
mailto:brad.saleik%40starfinancial.com?subject=
http://www.starfinancial.com/
http://paulpoteet.com
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Session priorities include mental 
health, veterans, public safety

The 2024 
Legislative Ses-
sion kicked off 
this month and 
lawmakers will 
consider many 
issues impacting 
Hamilton Coun-
ty, our region 
and state. It’s a 
short, non-bud-
get session which 
means we will not be pass-
ing a state budget this year 
and session will end on or 
before March 14. 

As your voice in the 
Senate, I will continue to 
support policies that grow 
our economy, reduce tax-
es and regulation, improve 
our schools, and keep our 
communities safe.

I will again serve as 
Chair of the Senate Insur-
ance and Financial Institu-
tions Committee this year, 
as well as Ranking Member 
of the Tax and Fiscal Policy 
Committee and Member of 
the Environmental Services 
Committee.

While we will consider 
many issues this year, I’ve 

authored sever-
al bills focused 
specifically on 
addressing com-
munity mental 
health needs, 
supporting Hoo-
sier veterans, 
and improving 
public safety in 
Hamilton Coun-
ty. These topics 

are particularly important 
to me as former police offi-
cer and U.S. Marine Corps 
veteran. 

One of my priority bills 
this year, Senate Bill 10, 
would establish the Com-
munity Cares Initiative 
creating a pilot grant pro-
gram to help communities 
improve paramedicine re-
sources to address local 
mental health needs. This 
initiative is inspired by No-
blesville’s innovative No-
bleACT program that May-
or Chris Jensen launched in 
2020 to strengthen commu-
nity-based response to men-
tal health challenges. Since 
its creation, the NobleACT 
program has responded to 

more than 6,000 calls for 
help to address issues like 
housing, mental health ep-
isodes and addiction. 

As a retired police of-
ficer, I've seen firsthand 
the challenges of untreated 
mental health in our com-
munities. The success of 
NobleACT underscores 
the need for proactive ap-
proaches like the Indiana 
Community Cares Initia-
tive, and I'm committed to 
advancing this vital effort 
in the Senate.

I’m also sponsoring a 
resolution, House Con-
current Resolution 9, to 
urge the State to prioritize 
mental health for military 
service members to help re-
duce the high rate of veter-
an suicide, and am author-
ing House Bill 39 to allow 
catastrophically disabled 
veterans to hunt for free on 
designated days. I recently 
formed a nonprofit Hunting 
and Fishing Show Dark-
horse Expeditions support-
ing veterans with PTSD.

Related to improving 
community public health 

and safety, I’m co-author-
ing Senate Bill 5 – a Sen-
ate Republican priority bill 
– to assist water utilities 
with replacing lead pipes to 
help reduce lead poisoning 
among Hoosiers.

Other issues I’m work-
ing on include expanding 
access to recreational hunt-
ing and fishing for all Hoo-
siers and ensuring Hamilton 
County gets its fair share of 
income tax distributions.

You can read all the 
bills I’m authoring this 
session, and others that the 
Legislature is considering, 
on the General Assembly’s 
website iga.in.gov.

It’s going to be a busy 
session, and I look forward 
to hearing from you and 
working together to im-
prove our Hamilton Coun-
ty communities. You can 
contact my office at Indi-
anaSenateRepublicans.
com/Baldwin.

Scott Baldwin serves as 
the State Senator represent-
ing District 20, which in-
cludes Noblesville, Cicero, 
and portions of Carmel.

SCOTT BALDWIN
State Senator

guest COLUMNIST

Joel Levi files to run 
against Scott Baldwin 

for Indiana State Senate
Submitted

Last week, Joel Levi offi-
cially filed his candidacy for 
Indiana State Senate District 
20. The district spans much 
of Hamilton County, includ-
ing Noblesville, significant 
parts of Carmel, and Cicero, 
where Levi resides with his 
wife and son.

A first-time candidate, 
Levi said was drawn to run-
ning for public office due to 
the public safety crisis the 
state is facing.

“As a parent, I cannot 
possibly imagine the heart-
break that too many Hoosier 
parents go through when 
losing a child to gun crime,” 
Levi said. “But instead of 
getting to work solving this 
crisis, we have a state leg-
islature making it easier for 
bad actors to access fire-
arms.”

The race for Senate Dis-
trict 20 will be competitive.

“Unlike in the prior 
2020 election, Senator Bald-

win now has a record from 
which he cannot hide,” Levi 
said. “Since taking office, 
he's voted for restricting 
abortion access and passing 
permitless concealed carry. 
Complementing his extreme 
voting record are his leaked 
ties to the Oath Keepers and 
controversial comments on 
Nazism.”

Levi said Hamilton 
County voters deserve a 
Senator “who represents 
their values, as Hoosiers 
and Americans.” He said he 
will be a Senator who will 
work with both sides of the 
aisle to deliver results on the 
economy and public safety.

Levi began his career as 
a professional singer-song-
writer before transitioning 
to the healthcare field. He 
currently works as a Phar-
macy Technician at River-
view Health in Noblesville.

Learn more about the 
candidate at JoelLeviFor- 
Indiana.com.

Photo provided

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2024/bills/senate/10/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2024/resolutions/house/concurrent/9/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2024/resolutions/house/concurrent/9/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2024/bills/senate/39/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2024/bills/senate/5/details
http://www.iga.in.gov/
http://www.indianasenaterepublicans.com/Baldwin
http://www.indianasenaterepublicans.com/Baldwin
http://www.indianasenaterepublicans.com/Baldwin
http://www.joelleviforindiana.com/
http://www.joelleviforindiana.com/
https://readthereporter.com/events
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 • Family Law 
• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 

• Guardianship 
• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

The REPORTER
Indiana Attorney Gener-

al Todd Rokita has defend-
ed the constitutionality of 
an Indiana law creating a 
25-foot buffer zone around 
police officers performing 
official duties.

The law prohibits by-
standers from approaching 
any closer than that distance 
when police officers are 
working accidents, crime 
scenes, investigations, or 
other such events. Under 
the law, an individual vio-
lating an officer’s order to 
observe the buffer zone may 
be charged with a misde-
meanor.

“Our brave men and 
women in law enforcement 
risk their lives daily to up-
hold our laws and safe-

guard Hoosiers’ 
peace and safe-
ty,” AG Rokita 
said. “The very 
least we can do 
is enforce reason-
able measures to 
protect these offi-
cers’ own lives.”

The Amer-
ican Civil Lib-
erties Union filed a law-
suit last year claiming the 
buffer-zone law infringed 
on the First Amendment 
rights of citizens, includ-
ing journalists, to docu-
ment and observe police 
activities.

This month, a federal 
judge noted that the law 
“never once permits an offi-
cer to tell a reporter or citi-
zen-journalist to leave alto-

gether or to cease 
recording police 
activity” and “has 
only an incidental 
effect on the pub-
lic’s First Amend-
ment right to 
capture audio and 
video and other-
wise scrutinize 
police conduct.”

Another lawsuit on this 
matter filed by several me-

dia outlets remains pending 
in another federal district 
court.

“Both the law and ev-
eryday Hoosiers are on our 
side in standing strongly be-
hind our courageous police 
officers,” Rokita said. “We 
are confident we will pre-
vail as well in the other case 
brought by fake-news types 
trying to overturn this good 
law.”

Rokita

AG Todd Rokita defends 25-foot ‘buffer 
zone’ protecting police at crime scenes

17555 Willowview Rd

317.770.4400

See you
in the 
parks!
MyHamiltonCountyParks.com

Open Mic Tuesdays 
7-10 p.m.

Trivia Wednesdays 
7:30-9:30 p.m.
Keyboardist 

Dave Lowe every 
Thursday 6-9 p.m.

17419 Suite C, Carey Rd., Westfield
317.867.0397

Live Music Jan. 19 - Benito DiBartoli & Trpye Kinnett

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday January 19
Brad Kleinschmidt

 Reservations Recommended 

Bien Mexicana
150 S Peru St, Cicero

The REPORTER
U.S. Senators Mike 

Braun (R-Ind.) and Todd 
Young (R-Ind.) have each 
received an “A+” rating on 
Susan B. Anthony (SBA) 
Pro-Life America’s Na-
tional Pro-Life Scorecard, 
which takes into account 
votes and actions for every 
member of Congress for 
the first session of the 118th 
Congress.

“I’m proud to be recog-
nized by Susan B. Anthony 
Pro-Life America with an 
‘A+’ rating for support-
ing pro-life policies in the 
Senate,” Sen. Young said. 

“There is no greater cause 
than giving a voice to the 
voiceless, and I will contin-
ue to support policies that 
affirm the right to life and 
support the unborn.”

According to the score-
card, “Sen. Young has voted 
consistently to defend the 
lives of the unborn and in-
fants. This includes stopping 
hard-earned tax dollars from 
paying for abortion, includ-
ing abortion travel expens-
es, whether domestically or 
internationally, and pushing 
back on the administration’s 
extreme abortion executive 
actions.”

“Very proud 
to announce that 
the SBA Pro-Life 
America gave my 
office the high-
est rating on their 
Pro-Life score-
card,” Senator 
Braun posted on 
X, “Life is sacred 
and I will always 
do my part to defend 
the unborn.”

As SBA List wrote in 
the scorecard, “Sen. Braun 
has stood up against the 
extremist nominees of the 
pro-abortion Biden-Harris 
administration, and against 

pro-abortion action both 
in the administration and 
through legislation ad-
vanced by Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer. Sen. Braun 
has voted consistently to de-
fend the lives of the unborn 
and infants.”

Senators Braun & Young 
get “A+” pro-life ratings

Braun Young

Colts supporter from Fishers in 
running for NFL Fan of the Year
By ADAM PINSKER
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

In November, Colts 
season ticket holder Maren 
Johnson was asked by the 
team to tape a segment for 
the team about its 40th anni-
versary in Indianapolis.

Instead, she was sur-
prised with a pair of tick-
ets to the Super Bowl, a 
perk that comes with being 
named the Colts’ 2023 Fan 
of the Year.

“I am so honored,” 
Johnson said. “I love this 
team. I love the community 

of Indy, and this is incredi-
ble to represent this great 
organization.”

While in Vegas, Maren 
will compete against 31 oth-
er fans, representing each of 
the teams in the league for 
NFL Fan of the Year.

Johnson said she’s look-
ing forward to the trip.

“We get to experience 
being at the NFL Honors 
together as a group, and 
they’ll let us know, at NFL 
Honors, one of the 32 of us 
will be awarded the NFL fan 
of the year,” Johnson said.

Johnson said she fell in 

love with the Colts after go-
ing to her first game in the 
RCA Dome when Jim Har-
baugh was the Colts quar-
terback.

“I just remember being 
in the dome, and the sights, 
the sounds,” she said. “I 
remember trying to catch 
T-shirts tossed to us by the 
cheerleaders, and just look-
ing in awe, like a kid in 
a candy store. Ever since 
then, I was hooked.”

During the process of 
selecting the team’s Fan 
of the Year, the Colts also 
looked at how that fan car-

ried themselves during the 
off-season. 

Volunteering is another 
passion of Johnson’s.

“I got involved with a 
local organization that was 
a nonprofit called Champ 
Camp,” she said. “So, it’s 
for kids that require some 
type of medical and re-
spiratory assistance, and I 
have just been so involved 
in that. It’s become some-
thing I can’t imagine my life 
without.”

Fans can vote online for 
Johnson to be NFL Fan of 
the Year.

Everwise welcomes 
new Commercial

Relationship Manager 
to Indianapolis area

The REPORTER
Everwise Credit Union 

has welcomed Darrius Da-
vis as a Commercial Lend-
ing Relationship 
Manager. Davis 
will serve the In-
dianapolis com-
munity.

Davis joined 
Everwise in De-
cember 2023 and 
has been working 
in financial ser-
vices since 2017, 
including three 
years in commercial lend-
ing. A graduate of Indiana 

University Northwest with 
a degree in business admin-
istration, he has extensive 
knowledge in Commercial 

& Industrial lend-
ing, and expertise 
in SBA lending.

Born and 
raised in the In-
dianapolis area, 
Davis is driven by 
his proven work 
ethic and com-
petitive nature to 
provide his clients 
with the tools nec-

essary to grow their busi-
nesses.

Davis

Hamilton County 
Reporter

             More News	 More Sports
. . . and more readers!

Thank you, Hamilton County!

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
https://noble-pc.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.patsyspubwestfield.com/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://www.bienmexicana.com/
https://www.wishtv.com/sports/indianapolis-colts/colts-supporter-from-fishers-in-running-for-nfl-fan-of-the-year
https://www.champcamp.org/
https://www.champcamp.org/
https://www.nfl.com/honors/fan-of-the-year/2023/vote
https://facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter
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REALTORS®

11256 Winding Wood Ct. 
Indianapolis • $239,900

This open concept condo is move-in ready,  
2 BR, 2 BA family room with gas fireplace, eat-in 
kitchen with granite counters, breakfast bar, tile 
floor, pantry, appliances stay, main BR ensuite  

with walk-in tile shower, large 2-car garage, patio 
with retractable awning. BLC#21945183 

Stunning 5BR, 4.5BA in Essex of Noblesville, custom 
designed with in-laws quarters on main level, kitchen with 

quartz, butler’s pantry, premium lot w/pond view, walk-
out basement, 3-car garage plus storage, a must-see to 
appreciate all this home has to offer. BLC#21949379

16698 Birdbrook Rd.
Noblesville • $589,900

317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

18865 Wimbley Way
Noblesville • $289,900

This 3BR, 2BA  ranch is located in family friendly 
Fairfield Farms, huge great room w/doors leading to 
covered patio & fenced backyard, kitchen w/pantry, 

dining area & all appliances stay, new windows, water 
softener & HVAC in 2020, Fence, roof & gutters 2021. 

BLC#21949582

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com

SOLD!SOLD!

SOLD!

10717 Upland Way
Noblesville • $349,900

Welcome to this lovely 4BR, 2.5BA home, kitchen 
with center island and newer SS appliances, 

spacious family room with gas fireplace, park-like 
backyard with maintenance-free deck, auto-
retractable awning, paver patio, basketball  
court and cute she shed. BLC#21949680

SOLD!

The New Year is 
the Perfect Time 
for a New Home. 

Today’s Bible Reading
Laban pursues Jacob

On the third day Laban was told that Jacob had 
fled. Taking his relatives with him, he pursued 
Jacob for seven days and caught up with him 
in the hill country of Gilead. Then God came to 
Laban the Aramean in a dream at night and said 
to him, “Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, 
either good or bad.”

Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill country of 
Gilead when Laban overtook him, and Laban and 
his relatives camped there too. Then Laban said 
to Jacob, “What have you done? You’ve deceived 
me, and you’ve carried off my daughters like 
captives in war. Why did you run off secretly and 
deceive me? Why didn’t you tell me, so I could 
send you away with joy and singing to the music 
of timbrels and harps?

Genesis 31:22-27 (NIV)

Bess (Theda) Ely
July 3, 1940 – January 13, 2024

Bess (Theda) Ely, 83, Arcadia, passed away on January 
13, 2024, at The Waters in Tipton, Ind.

She was born on July 3, 1940, in Poughkeepsie, Ark., to 
Gather and Lessie (Hughes) Vanwinkle. She graduated from 
Poughkeepsie High School. After high school, Bess traveled 
the country playing basketball with the All American Red 
Heads and Hazel Walker’s Arkansas Travelers. She moved 
to Indiana and married Edgar (Larson) Ely. Bess worked as 
a butcher at Bob’s Market in Arcadia and custodian at Sher-
idan Adams Elementary School where she retired.

Bess enjoyed playing softball, attending sporting events, 
gardening, and going for long walks in Arcadia. She dearly 
loved her family.

She was preceded in death by her parents, five sisters, 
and four brothers – Lloyd Vanwinkle (Santee, Calif.), Lois 
Stevens (Gas City, Ind.), Clara Simmons (Marion, Ind.), 
WS Vanwinkle (Noblesville), Mildred Covey (Salem, 
Ark.), Buhton Simpson (Salem, Ark.), Frances McCrackin 
(Mountain Home, Ark.), Billy Vanwinkle (Poughkeepsie, 
Ark.), and Bobby Vanwinkle (Cave City, Ark.).

Survivors include her husband, Edgar Larson Ely of Ar-
cadia; son, Ed (Cathy) Ely of Arcadia; daughter, Phyllis Ely 
(Brett Carnaby) of Westfield; granddaughter, Paige (Justin) 
Ousley of Arcadia; and great-grandchildren, Anthony, Mer-
edith, and Winter.

Maryann Billmeier
September 26, 1946 – January 15, 2024

Maryann Billmeier, 77, Carmel, went to be with the Lord 
on Monday, January 15, 2024. She 
passed away at Ascension St. Vincent 
Carmel Hospital while surrounded by 
her family. Maryann was born in Chi-
cago on September 26, 1946, to the late 
Anthony & Elizabeth (Sforza) Lullo.

On October 5, 1968, she married 
Frank Billmeier and shared 56 years of 
marriage.

Maryann attended Kelly High 
School. She completed some college courses before starting 
her career as a legal secretary. Years later when she moved 
to Utah, Maryann moved into a teaching assistant position 
and continued with that work for several years in the Alpine 
School District in Orem, Utah, and the Crown Point School 
District in northern Indiana. She was a teaching assistant in 
the Alpine School District in Utah and Crown Point School 
District in northern Indiana. She was a practicing Catho-
lic and was currently attending services at Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Catholic Church in Cicero. While living in Crown 
Pointe, Maryann was a member of St. Matthias Church 
where she volunteered in many capacities including help-
ing in the church kitchen for events and funeral dinners. 
Although Maryann did not necessarily enjoy cooking, she 
was an excellent cook and would have to correct many of 
the dishes Frank would try to prepare. Maryann loved being 
with her family and celebrating the holidays and birthdays. 
She was known for having a card for every occasion. Mary-
ann will be missed by many.

Maryann is survived by her husband, Frank Billmei-
er of Carmel; daughter, Elizabeth “Beth” (Kyle Krause) 
Billmeier of Morris Plains, N.J.; two sons, Brian (Jennifer) 
Billmeier of Danville, Ind., and Alex (Gretchen) Billmei-
er of Fishers; grandchildren, Addy, Keith, Duncan, Judah, 
Heidi, Grace, and Ava; brothers, Ronald (Arlene) Lullo of 
Downers Grove, Ill., and Donald (Mikki) Lullo of Florida; 
as well as several nieces and nephews.

Maryann was preceded in death by her parents, Anthony 
and Elizabeth Lullo; and brothers, Anthony and Robert Lullo.

The funeral mass will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
January 20, 2024, at the Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic 
Church, 410 S. Pearl St., Cicero, with Fr. Sean Pogue offi-
ciating. A time of visitation will be held from 9 to 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, January 20, 2024, at Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Catholic Church.

Memorial contributions may be made to: (1) St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital at stjude.org/donate/do-
nate-to-st-jude.html; or (2) Little Sisters of the Poor – St. 
Augustine Home in Indianapolis at tinyurl.com/45tv4tur.

Online condolences can be given at hartleyfuneral-
homes.com.

Timothy “Tim” Edward Lacey
December 2, 1948 – January 14, 2024

Timothy “Tim” Edward Lacey, 75, Arcadia, passed 
away on Sunday, January 14, 2024, at 
his residence after an extended illness. 
Tim was born in Elwood on Decem-
ber 2, 1948, to the late Roy and Betty 
(Hahn) Lacey.

Tim grew up locally and attended 
Hamilton Heights High School. As a 
young kid, he would often help on his 
grandparents’ farm and grew to enjoy 
that lifestyle. Upon graduating high 

school, he went on to become a lineman for Public Service 
where he worked for 20 years, and then went on to start his 
own company. Lacey & Sons Utility Contractors, where he 
worked for 10 years before retiring. After retirement, Tim 
returned to his love of farming and helped many family 
friends on their farms. Tim loved being outdoors and would 
take any chance he got to go fishing, boating, or camping. 
He also enjoyed watching TV, especially when it came to 
sports or NASCAR racing.

Tim is survived by his daughter, Timara Lynn (John) 
Williams of Noblesville; son, Jason Edward (Shauna) Lac-
ey of Arcadia; grandchildren, Robert, Steven, Emma, Shel-
by, Jessica, Katlyne, and Jacob; nine great-grandchildren; 
and his nephew, Ben Lacey.

Tim was preceded in death by his parents, Roy & Betty 
Lacey; and sister, Dana Lee Cutsinger.

The funeral service will be at 2 p.m. on Saturday, Janu-
ary 20, 2024, at Hartley Funeral Home, 209 W. Jackson St., 
Cicero, with Josh Schriner officiating. Burial will follow 
in the Arcadia Brethren Cemetery. A time of visitation will 
be from noon to 2 p.m. on Saturday, January 20, 2024, at 
Hartley Funeral Home, 209 W. Jackson St., Cicero.

Memorial contributions may be made to the American 
Diabetes Association.

Online condolences can be given at hartleyfuneral-
homes.com.

Meeting Notices

The Carmel Clay Schools 
Board of Trustees will meet at 6 
p.m. on Monday, Jan. 22, 2024, 
at the Carmel Clay Schools Edu-
cational Services Center, 5201 E. 
Main St., Carmel.

The Hamilton County Com-
missioners have changed the 
time of the Monday, April 8, 
2024, to accommodate the noon 
closing of county facilities due to 
the solar eclipse. The public por-
tion of the meeting will begin at 
10:30 a.m.

The Hamilton County Com-
missioners’ meeting scheduled for 
1 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, 
has been changed to 1 p.m. on Fri-
day, Feb. 23, 2024.

The Hamilton County Election 
Board will convene a public meet-
ing at 1 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 19, 
2024, in the Conference Room of 
the Hamilton County Clerk’s Of-
fice at the Hamilton County Gov-
ernment and Judicial Center, Suite 
106, 1 Hamilton County Square, 
Noblesville. The purpose of the 
meeting is to sign a resolution for 
the purpose of increasing the sala-
ries of the Election Workers.

The Hamilton County Solid 
Waste Management District and 
the Solid Waste Advisory Com-
mittee will hold a joint meeting at 
noon on Monday, Jan. 22, 2024, in 
the Commissioners’ Courtroom at 
the Hamilton County Government 
and Judicial Center, 1 Hamilton 
County Square, Noblesville.

Thanks for reading The Reporter!
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By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

NOBLESVILLE – 
There was a sectional-like 
atmosphere at The Mill on 
Wednesday, as two of Indi-
ana’s best high school boys 
basketball teams met up for 
a Hoosier Crossroad Con-
ference clash.

Westfield took on No-
blesville in a game that was 
postponed; it was originally 
supposed to be played on 
Dec. 15. But it was worth the 
wait for the Class 4A No. 3 
Shamrocks, as they emerged 
victorious over the 4A No. 4 
Millers 58-54 to stay unbeat-
en for the year at 11-0.

It was a true game of 
runs, especially in the first 
half. The teams traded 
3-pointers for most of the 
first quarter, with Trey Bu-
chanan and Will Harvey 
hitting triples for Westfield 
and Justin Curry and Aaron 
Fine answering with 3s for 
Noblesville.

A basket by Caleb Wise 
and a score off a steal by 
Harvey with seconds left in 
the quarter gave the ‘Rocks 
a 10-6 lead, then Nic Book 
opened the second period 
with a basket. The Mill-
ers went on a 10-0 run to 
jump ahead 16-12; Hunt-
er Walston and Fine both 
nailed 3s to finish the spurt.

Buchanan hit a triple, 
then Drew Haffner’s three-
point play got Westfield 

ahead 18-16. But Fine made 
two layins to finish the quar-
ter and put Noblesville up 
20-18 at the break. 

Baron Walker began the 
second half with a 3, and 
that helped the Millers to a 
28-22 lead early in the third. 
But a 6-0 run brought the 
Shamrocks back to even at 
28-28, then Wise and Bu-
chanan made layins to end 
the quarter and give West-
field a 35-32 lead.

Book took over in the 
fourth quarter. With the 
score tied at 36-36, the se-
nior from New Zealand hit 

back-to-back jump shots to 
get the Shamrocks ahead 40-
36. Westfield never trailed 
again, turning those baskets 
into a 15-6 run. Book made 
a layin and Buchanan was 
good on two free throws to 
put the ‘Rocks up 51-42, the 
largest lead of the game.

Shamrocks coach Shane 
Sumpter credited his team 
with responding well after the 
Millers “threw their big punch 
there” during the second half, 
“and I thought Nic was really 
good down the stretch.”

“I have trust in my team-
mates and they have trust in 

me,” said Book. “So whoev-
er gets the ball, I’m happy 
with that as long as we get 
the open shot.”

Noblesville made things 
interesting by scoring five 
fast points off a Curry 3 and 
a Walker basket from a steal. 
But Westfield sealed the win 
from the free-throw line; 
Durante Morton hit 3 of 4 
during a 20-second span, 
then Buchanan and Harvey 
both added two more to 
clinch the game.

“We were just fortunate 
to make some plays down 
the stretch,” said Sumpter. 

“Durante hit some key free 
throws.”

Buchanan totaled 17 
points for the ‘Rocks, in-
cluding three 3s, while Har-
vey scored 14. Book reached 
double-double status with 
13 points and 10 rebounds.

Fine led all scorers 
with 22 points. Curry also 
had three 3s while scoring 
13 points. Walston led the 
rebounds with seven, fol-
lowed by Curry and Will 

Smits with five each.
“I just felt like they 

won the toughness plays 
tonight,” said Noblesville 
coach Scott McClelland. 
“We gave up a couple of 
offensive rebounds on free 
throws. I thought our half-
court defense in the first 
half was pretty good, we 
just gave up some transition 
baskets.
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The REPORTER
The Hamilton Heights 

wrestling team finished 
third at the Hoosier Confer-
ence meet, which took place 
last Saturday at Western.

The Huskies scored 
185.5 points. Rensselaer 
Central was the team cham-
pion, edging out the host 
Panthers 243-240.

Heights had three 
weight-class champions, 
starting with Alex Furst at 
138 pounds. Furst won his 
opening match by fall, took 
a semifinal by major deci-
sion, then beat Benton Cen-
tral’s Joseph Mendoza in a 
7-2 decision for the title.

Carson Fettig zoomed 
through the 150-pound di-
vision. He received a forfeit 
in the quarterfinals, barely 
broke a sweat with a 32-sec-
ond pin in the semifinal, 
then defeated Rensselaer’s 
Cayden Webb by an 18-4 
major decision in the cham-
pionship. Fettig is 35-1 for 
the season.

Michael Cain was the 
winner at 165 pounds. He 
also got a quarterfinal for-
feit, won a 12-3 major deci-
sion in the semifinals, then 
toughed out a 7-5 decision 
over Rensselaer’s Jack Jor-
dan to win the title.

Four more Huskies 
finished as runners-up in 
their weight classes. Ken-
dall Moe took second at 
106, Isaac Kuhn was the 
132-pound runner-up, Jay-
lyn Pugh was second at 144 
and Andrew Laitas finished 

runner-up at 285.
Other Heights place 

winners were Simon Kuhn 
(third at 157), Cooper Dou-
cette (fourth at 113) and 
Joshua Getchell (sixth at 
120).

* * *
The Hoosier Crossroads 

Conference meet also took 
place last Saturday at Frank-
lin Central.

Brownsburg dominat-
ed the meet, running away 
with the team championship 
by scoring 320 points. The 
Bulldogs had 10 individual 
champions and four run-
ners-up, meaning Browns-
burg placed in the top two in 
all 14 weight divisions.

Avon finished second as 
a team with 185 points. No-
blesville placed third with 
132 points and was the only 
school besides Brownsburg 
to have more than one indi-
vidual champion. 

Gage Gulley took first 
at 175 pounds, getting a 
quarterfinal pin, a 9-0 ma-
jor decision in the semi-
finals, and a 6-5 decision 
victory over the Bulldogs’ 
Griffin Campbell in the 
championship. Austin Hast-
ings stormed through the 
285-pound class, winning 
all three of his matches 
by fall. Hastings pinned 
Brownsburg’s Maximus 
Forrester for the title.

Aidan Kincaide was the 
runner-up at 157 pounds. 
Other Noblesville place win-
ners were Carter Richardson 
(third at 165), Luke Chastain 

(fourth at 138), Cody Prater 
(fifth at 106), Evan Nicholls 
(fifth at 144), Josh Kauzlick 
(sixth at 126), Mason Presits 
(sixth at 132), Caleb Lee-
man (sixth at 150) and Cale 
Metzler (sixth at 215).

Hamilton Southeastern 

scored 127.5 points to finish 
fourth. Chris Casler was the 
runner-up at 144 pounds, 
while Evan Lawhead was 
second at 215. Other place 
winners were: Nick An-
derson (third at 126), Co-
hen Davis (third at 150), 

Zach Lang (third at 157), 
De Shawn Ternoir (third at 
190), Tyler Jackson (fourth 
at 113), Landon Hicks 
(fourth at 175), Matt Billet 
(fifth at 138), Nate Ingalls 
(fifth at 285) and Will Lakes 
(sixth at 106).

Fishers placed fifth with 
a score of 120.5 points. 
Xavier Smith was the cham-
pion at 165 pounds for the 
Tigers. He earned a technical 
fall in his quarterfinal match, 

Photo provided
Sheridan’s Caleb Alexander get a pin in a 120-pound match during the Tri-Central Duals last Saturday.

Wrestling
Huskies get three champions at Hoosier Conference meet

See Meet . . . Page 12

Photos by Joshua Herd
(Above) Westfield’s Durante Morton made critical free throws down the 
stretch for the Shamrocks, helping them clinch a 58-54 Hoosier Crossroads 
Conference win over Noblesville Wednesday night at The Mill. Pictured 
for the Millers is Ryan Vetor. (Right) Nic Book had a double-double for 
Westfield, scoring 13 points and pulling 10 rebounds.

See Rivals . . . Page 12

Boys Basketball

Westfield beats conference rival Noblesville
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SPORTS SCHEDULE
Thursday, Jan. 18

GIRLS BASKETBALL
University at Bethesda Christian, 7 p.m.

SWIMMING/DIVING
Westfield at Avon, 6 p.m.

Zionsville at Hamilton Southeastern, 6 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

Submitted by IMS
Molson Coors – a global 

leader in brewing beverages 
for all of life’s moments – 
has extended its multiyear 
partnership with Indianap-
olis Motor Speedway and 
INDYCAR.

The beloved and icon-
ic beers produced by Mol-
son Coors will continue 
as the Official Beer of the 
Indianapolis 500 presented 
by Gainbridge, Brickyard 
Weekend, IMS, INDYCAR 
and the NTT INDYCAR 
SERIES.

“We are delighted to see 
Molson Coors continue this 
decade-long relationship 
with INDYCAR,” Penske 
Entertainment Corp. Presi-
dent and CEO Mark Miles 
said. “The momentum and 
growth of the NTT INDY-
CAR SERIES is due, in 
part, to valuable partnerships 
and activations with icon-
ic brands. It is gratifying to 
begin 2024 with this terrific 
news, and we look forward 
to continuing our upward 
trajectory with Molson Co-
ors for many years to come.”

Other components of 
the partnership extension 
include:

• Continued sponsorship 
of Miller Lite Carb Day, a 
high-octane party featuring 
some of the most exciting 
action on (and off) track with 
the final day of practice for 
the Indianapolis 500 present-
ed by Gainbridge and the 
Miller Lite Carb Day Concert 
featuring a national recording 
act to kick off race weekend.

• Expanded title spon-
sorship of the Coors Light 
Snake Pit, an epic EDM 
concert staged in Turn 3 
during the Indianapolis 500.

“For more than 45 years, 
Molson Coors has been a 
key part of the festivities 
surrounding the Indianapo-
lis 500 and other events at 
the Racing Capital of the 
World,” IMS President J. 
Douglas Boles said. “As 
we look forward to a new 
year of exciting action on 
and off track at IMS, there’s 
no chiller partner to ensure 
our fans can continue to 
celebrate both at home and 
at IMS. Help us cheers to 
many more years together.”

The extension of the part-
nership between IMS and 
Molson Coors continues a 
bond that started in 1977 when 
Miller Brewing Company 
first sponsored the Indianap-
olis 500 Pit Stop Challenge. 
Miller’s first involvement at 
the Indianapolis 500 came in 
1973, when Miller High Life 
sponsored the car driven by 
Jim Hurtubise.

“We are so excited to 
extend our partnership once 
again with IMS, INDYCAR 
and the NTT INDYCAR SE-
RIES,” Molson Coors Vice 
President of Marketing Acti-
vation Bill Averill said. “For 
nearly half a century, Miller 
Lite and Coors Light have 
helped celebrate motorsport’s 
greatest moments both on 
and off track. We can’t wait 
to fuel this historic partner-
ship for years to come.”

Coors has been involved 
with IMS and the Indianap-
olis 500 since 1996, when 
it started sponsorship of the 
Pit Stop Challenge. Coors 
also has sponsored Carb 
Day and other Indianapolis 
500 activities since then.

For more than two cen-
turies, Molson Coors Bev-
erage Company has been 
brewing beverages. From 
Coors Light, Miller Lite, 
Molson Canadian, Carling, 
and Staropramen to Coors 
Banquet, Blue Moon Bel-
gian White, Vizzy Hard 
Seltzer, Leinenkugel’s Sum-

mer Shandy, Miller High 
Life and more, Molson Co-
ors produces many beloved 
and iconic beer brands. 
While Molson Coors’ histo-
ry is rooted in beer, Molson 
Coors offers a modern port-
folio that expands beyond 
the beer aisle, as well. To 
learn more about Molson 
Coors Beverage Company, 
visit molsoncoors.com.

The 2024 NTT INDY-
CAR SERIES season begins 
Sunday, March 10 at the Fire-
stone Grand Prix of St. Peters-
burg presented by RP Funding. 
Coverage will be available via 
NBC and Peacock with audio 
coverage provided by the IN-
DYCAR Radio Network, Sir-
iusXM channel 218 and the 
INDYCAR App powered by 
NTT DATA.

Tickets for the 108th 
Indianapolis 500 presented 
by Gainbridge, all Month of 
May events at IMS – includ-
ing Miller Lite Carb Day 
and Coors Lite Snake Pit – 
as well as Brickyard Week-
end are on sale at IMS.com.

Molson Coors extends partnership with IMS, INDYCAR

Graphic courtesy IMS

The REPORTER
The Hamilton South-

eastern boys wrestling team 
finished the regular season 
with an all-county win on 
Wednesday, beating Carmel 
45-26.

The result was a rever-
sal of when the two teams 
met in December at the 
Shamrock Duals, where the 
Greyhounds won. This time, 
the Royals never trailed, 
taking the first match when 
Nick Anderson won at 126 
pounds by fall.

Carmel’s Caleb Matting-
ly tied the match at 6-6 af-
ter getting a pin at 132. But 
Southeastern took the lead 
for good when Matt Billet 
(at 138) and Chris Casler (at 
144) won two decisions to 
push the Royals ahead 12-6. 

Jackson Schmidt’s 
major decision at 150 cut 
HSE’s lead to 12-10. But the 
Royals ripped through three 
consecutive falls (Zach 
Lang at 157, Antonio Ford 
at 165 and Landon Hicks 

at 175), picked up a deci-
sion victory from De Shawn 
Ternoir at 190, then got a 
third-period pin from Evan 
Lawhead at 215. That made 
the score 39-10 and clinched 
the dual win for the Royals.

Carmel battled to the 
end, with Killian Miller get-
ting a fall at 285, Carlo Fed-
erici winning the 106-pound 
match by major decision, 
and Tamir Halevi got a 
53-second pin at 113. Tyler 
Jackson gave Southeastern 
the last word, winning by 
fall at 120 pounds.

The dual was the reg-
ular-season finale for both 

the ‘Hounds and the Royals, 
but they will see each other 
again when they compete in 
the Frankfort sectional on 
Saturday, Jan. 27.

* * *
Fishers also finished 

the regular season with a 
dual-meet victory, beat-
ing North Central 38-18 at 
the Tiger Den in its Senior 
Night meet.

The Tigers won eight of 
the 14 matches against the 
Panthers, but four of those 
matches were by pin. Fish-
ers wrestlers getting falls 
were Mason Quarles at 113, 
Camden Funk at 157, Xavi-

er Smith at 165 and Julian 
Burgett at 190. Aiden Lamb 
won by technical fall at 132. 

Teyon Leonard won a 
3-1 decision in overtime 
to claim the 138-pound 
match. Zeke Kramer also 
won a close match, taking 
the 144-pound bout in a 3-2 
decision. Walid Oumammar 
won at 285 in a 1-0 decision. 
North Central won all six 
of its matches by decision, 
so the Tigers got 20 bonus 
points, making all the differ-
ence.

Fishers will also com-
pete at the Frankfort sec-
tional on Saturday, Jan. 27.

Wrestling

HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN 45, CARMEL 26
Meet started at 126 pounds

126: Nick Anderson (HSE) def. Tyler Elliott (C) by fall, 5:17
132: Caleb Mattingly (C) def. Parker Culp (HSE) by fall, 3:37
138: Matt Billet (HSE) def. Elijah Penquite (C) by decision, 7-5
144: Chris Casler (HSE) def. Drew Gonzalez (C) by decision, 

4-0
150: Jackson Schmidt (C) def. Cohen Davis (HSE) by major 

decision, 11-3
157: Zach Lang (HSE) def. Jairo Ojeda (C) by fall, 5:19
165: Antonio Ford (HSE) def. Drew VanBibber (C) by fall, 0:54

175: Landon Hicks (HSE) def. Alex Ryan (C) by fall, 5:06
190: De Shawn Ternoir (HSE) def. Adel Navaratte (C) by 

decision, 7-2
215: Evan Lawhead (HSE) def. Will Massey (C) by fall, 5:41
285: Killian Miller (C) def. Nate Ingalls (HSE) by fall, 3:33
106: Carlo Federici (C) def. Will Lakes (HSE) by major 

decision, 15-4
113: Tamir Halevi (C) def. Xander Huynh (HSE) by fall, 0:53
120: Tyler Jackson (HSE) def. Ben Gardner (C) by fall, 4:39

Southeastern & Fishers 
end season with victories

Meet
from Page 11

followed that with a pin in 
the semifinals, then beat 
Brownsburg’s Jesse Derrin-
ger in the championship by a 
19-10 major decision.

Fishers had two run-
ners-up: Chayce Yant at 
120 and Julian Burgett 
at 190). Other place win-
ners were Teyon Leonard 
(third at 138), Seth Lamb 
(fourth at 106), Stephen 

Breck (fourth at 150), Will 
Hruskoci (fifth at 113), Di-
ego Carabano (fifth at 175) 
and Camden Funk (sixth at 
157).

Westfield scored 85 
points to take seventh place. 
Place winners for the Sham-
rocks were Keegan Carson 
(third at 106), Chase Camire 
(fourth at 132), Riley Davi-
son (fourth at 190), Porter 

Temples (fifth at 120), Eli 
Turner (fifth at 157), Hunt-
er Lancaster (fifth at 165), 
Alex Aramboles (fifth at 
215), Abe O’Neill (sixth at 
113), Hank Temples (sixth 
at 144) and Jon Stryker 
(sixth at 175).

* * *
Sheridan took second at 

the Tri-Central Duals last 
Saturday.

The Blackhawks fell 
to the host Trojans 54-22 
but defeated Taylor 54-13 
and Indiana School for the 
Deaf 54-23. Ryker Ream 
went 3-0 at 165, and seven 
other Sheridan wrestlers 
went 2-1: Caleb Alexan-
der at 126, Trai Fitzgerald 
at 132, Pablo Mendez at 
138, Zach Bales at 175, 
Jaden Dunbar at 190, Tim-
my Vyner at 215 and Doug 
Early at 285.

Rivals
from Page 11

Photo by Joshua Herd
Noblesville’s Aaron Fine scored 22 points. He 
reached the 1,000-point mark last Saturday in the 
Millers’ game with Connersville.

WESTFIELD 58, NOBLESVILLE 54
Westfield	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Trey Buchanan	 5-11	 4-4	 17	 0	
Will Harvey	 5-8	 2-2	 14	 2
Caleb Wise	 2-6	 0-0	 4	 2
Durante Morton	 1-3	 5-8	 7	 1
Nic Book	 6-9	 1-3	 13	 3
Carsen Melvin	 0-4	 0-0	 0	 0
Drew Haffner	 1-2	 1-1	 3	 0
Totals	 20-43	 13-18	 58	 8
Westfield 3-point shooting (5-12) Buchanan 3-6, Harvey 2-4, 
Haffner 0-1, Wise 0-1.
Westfield rebounds (25) Book 10, Melvin 4, Harvey 3, Morton 3, 
Wise 2, team 3.

Noblesville	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Hunter Walston	 2-15	 0-0	 6	 3
Justin Curry	 5-11	 0-0	 13	 2
Aiden Brewer	 1-2	 0-0	 2	 1
Baron Walker	 3-4	 0-0	 7	 5
Aaron Fine	 9-16	 2-3	 22	 1
Will Smits	 1-2	 0-0	 2	 4
Adam Fine	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0
Luke Etchison	 1-1	 0-0	 2	 0
Ryan Vetor	 0-1	 0-0	 0	 3
Totals	 22-52	 2-3	 54	 19
Noblesville 3-point shooting (8-19) Curry 3-7, Walston 2-7, Aa. 
Fine 2-4, Walker 1-1.
Noblesville rebounds (22) Walston 7, Curry 5, Smits 5, Aa. Fine 2, 
Brewer 1, Walker 1, Vetor 1.

Score by Quarters
Westfield	 10	 8	 17	 23 – 58
Noblesville	 6	 14	 12	 22 – 54

In addition to its unbeat-
en overall record, Westfield 
is now 3-0 in HCC play. The 
‘Rocks play another confer-
ence game Friday, traveling 
to Brownsburg.

Noblesville is 1-2 in the 
conference and 12-2 over-
all. The Millers continue 

their homestand on Friday 
with another HCC contest, 
taking on a Franklin Central 
team that McClelland called 
“the hottest team in the state 
of Indiana.” The Flashes are 
coming off a finals appear-
ance in the Marion County 
tournament.

http://wandalyons.com
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://www.hctv1.com/
https://www.molsoncoors.com/
http://ims.com/
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The Fishers Express White 11U team 

held its second practice this past weekend. 
On March 3, the team will start an indoor 
league at Mojo Up Sports Complex, 16289 
Boden Road, Noblesville.

Tournament play will begin after Spring 
Break, the weekend of April 12, in the 
Grand Park Spring Shootout.

Keep reading The Reporter throughout the 
spring season for updates on youth baseball.

Coaches
• Chris Farr, Assistant Coach
• Matt Holle, Assistant Coach
• Collin McGrady, Assistant Coach
• Kyle Slade, Head Coach
• Rich Torres, Assistant Coach

Players
• #3 Luke Olson
• #5 Will Salde
• #7 Will Farr
• #9 Evan Oliver
• #10 Ryland Torres
• #11 Keaton Kinnaman
• #19 Cade Fuller
• #23 Christian Ward 
• #24 CJ Branock
• #28 Henry McGrady
• #99 Houston Holle

Fishers Express 11U gearing up for tournament play


