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TodAy’S WeATher
Today: Sunny morning.

Wind Chill Advisory until 9 a.m.
Partly sunny afternoon.
Wind gusts to 30 mph.

Tonight: Mostly cloudy
and breezy.

Must love dogs
If you’re a dog per-

son, you understand 
dog people and get it. If 
you’re not, you don’t. 
You’ve either experi-
enced the relationship 
with a dog and know 
what it means to be 
loved by them and the 
feeling of the empty 
space once you lose 
them, or you don’t.

Much like there are dog people, there 
are also cat people. Occasionally, people 
will cross over and identify as both, but gen-
erally speaking, I think most people fall into 
one category or the other.

My husband and I both happen to be 
dog people. We both grew up with dogs 
and have never known a home without 
one. Last year, I shared about the loss of 
our beloved Newfoundland dog named 
Stella. I also shared the story about getting 
our new dog, Lucy, and how she became 
part of our family. 

Megan Rathz
When Nature Speaks 

COLUMnISt

Photo provided by Noblesville Lions Club / Jake Doll
At the Noblesville Lions Club meeting on Jan. 10, the Lions were 
entertained by Patricia Bingham and Connie Bowman, along with 
Sky, a Leader Dog. Bingham spoke about the formation of the of the 
Indiana Leader Dog Foundation here in Indiana. Bowman gave the 
Lions her insight into her training along with her dog, Sky. (From left) 
Patricia Bingham, Connie Bowman, Sky, and Noblesville Lions Club 
Vice President Jeff Kozicki.

Lions learn from Leader 
Dog & its human, too!

Bloch appointed 
Hamilton Circuit 

Court judge
The REPORTER

Andrew Bloch has been appointed judge 
of the Hamilton Circuit Court.

Last week, Bloch 
filed paperwork and 
announced his cam-
paign for the seat in the 
May Republican pri-
mary election. The seat 
has been vacant since 
Judge Paul Felix was 
appointed to the Indi-
ana Court of Appeals 
last summer.

Since 2019, Bloch has served as a se-
nior magistrate in the Hamilton Circuit and 
Superior Courts. Before that, Bloch worked 
in private practice for 15 years, focusing on 
domestic relations and litigation throughout 
central Indiana.

Bloch received an undergraduate degree 
from Xavier University and a law degree 
from Indiana University McKinney School 
of Law. He resides in Westfield with his 
wife, Nicole, and their basset, Bernard.

Bloch

See Dogs . . . Page 2

Westfield Green Together 
volunteers 780 hours in 2023
The REPORTER

Westfield Green To-
gether, a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization ded-
icated to environmental 
stewardship and commu-
nity engagement, recently 
announced it contributed 
780 volunteer hours to the 
City of Westfield in 2023.

This dedicated effort 
demonstrates the organiza-
tion's commitment to en-
hancing Westfield's natural 
beauty and sustainability.

The hardworking vol-
unteers of Westfield Green 
Together invested 318 
hours in Westfield parks 
and public spaces, focus-

ing on removing invasive 
species and planting native 
trees, shrubs, and perenni-
als. Notable areas impact-
ed include Asa Bales Park, 
Raymond Worth Park, Mc-
Gregor Park, and the Mid-
land Trace trail.

In addition, the or-
ganization devoted 443 
hours to the creation and 
maintenance of vegetable 
gardens at three Westfield 
elementary schools: Ma-
ple Glen, Monon Trail, 
and Washington Woods. 
These gardens serve as 
valuable educational tools 
for students, with the pro-
duce being donated to the 

Culinary Arts Program at 
Westfield High School. 
The ongoing commitment 
to the Sharing Garden, lo-
cated behind the Wander-
ing Peacock Art Studio on 
Jersey Street, has provided 
both produce and educa-
tional opportunities to the 
local community, with any 
surplus donated to Open 
Doors Food Pantry.

Beyond these impactful 
initiatives, Westfield Green 
Together invested the re-
maining volunteer hours 
in educational outreach 
throughout the community. 

Photo provided

See Green . . . Page 2

Massillamany & Maki
now lead County Council
First time two women have held positions of president & vice president
The REPORTER

Amy Massillamany has 
been elected president of the 
Hamilton County Council. 
Sue Maki will serve as Vice 
President. This is the first time 
in the history of the Hamil-
ton County Council that two 
women have held both leader-
ship positions.  

“It’s an honor to serve 
alongside Sue, making histo-
ry for our council,” Massilla-
many said. “Thank you to the 
Council for entrusting us to 
lead, charting a course where 

diversity in 
leadership 
is not just 
celebrated 
but woven 
into the 
fabric of 
progress.” 

M a s -
sillamany 
was elect-
ed to the Hamilton County 
Council in 2011. She rep-
resents District 2 which in-
cludes Delaware and Fall 
Creek townships. She works 

in profes-
sional ser-
vices and 
is a Senior 
D i r e c t o r 
at RGP, a 
worldwide 
consulting 
firm spe-
c i a l i z ing 
in Finance, 

Accounting, Governance, Risk 
& Compliance, Information 
Management, Human Capital, 
and Corporate Advisory.  

Maki was elected to the 

Hamilton County Council in 
2020 and took office Jan. 1, 
2021. She is an At-Large mem-
ber. She served as Manager of 
Environmental Initiatives & 
Education for Carmel Utilities 
for 15 years before retiring in 
June 2021 to devote more time 
to her County Council role.     

“I am looking forward to 
working with President Mas-
sillamany to continue im-
provements in communication 
and collaboration with the 
Commissioners and other gov-
ernment entities,” Maki said.

Massillamany Maki

‘Soundtrack of Silence’ packs the playhouse
The REPORTER

Thanks to Turn the 
Page Books, 149 N. 
Walnut St., Westfield, 
local author Matt Hay’s 
new book, Soundtrack 
of Silence: Love, Loss, 
and a Playlist for Life, 
took center stage at 
Basile Westfield Play-
house, 220 N. Union 
St., last Saturday after-
noon.

According to Turn 
the Page Owner Ja-
mie Degler, the book 
signing and author 
presentation drew ap-
proximately 75 people, 
including newly-elect-
ed Westfield Mayor 
Scott Willis.

The Reporter first 
wrote about Hay in No-
vember 2020. Hay is 
a lifetime music lover 
who went on a quest to 
memorize as much of 
the music he loved as 
possible when he began 

going deaf. For the last 
20 years, Hay has lived 
with an auditory brain-
stem implant (ABI).

You can read our 
original article about 
Hay’s journey, how he 
has adapted to the ABI 
technology, how his 
love of music led him to 
compose a soundtrack 
for his life at this link.

MacMillan Pub-
lishing calls Hay’s 
book, “An inspiring 
memoir of a young 
man who discovered he 
was going completely 
deaf just at the moment 
he’d fallen in love for 
the first time.”

For more infor-
mation about Turn the 
Page, visit the book-
store in person at 149 
N. Walnut St., West-
field, or online at turn-
thepagewestfield.com. 
You can also call (317) 
804-2363.

Photo provided by John Sampson
Westfield Mayor Scott Willis and author Matt Hay took a moment during 
the book signing to pose for this photo.

https://readthereporter.com
http://paulpoteet.com
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
http://wishtv.com
http://tinyurl.com/mr2yn6e3
https://readthereporter.com/composing-a-soundtrack-for-a-life-not-yet-lived/
https://turnthepagewestfield.com/
https://turnthepagewestfield.com/
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Photos provided by Megan Rathz
(Left) The dog ate my couch. (Right) Lucy on the new couch since she ate the other one.

We were in our house 
for less than a week before 
arranging to meet Stella. 
I’ve learned after losing 
pets over the years that the 
amount of time you wait to 
get another pet after loss has 
no indication of the loss felt.

Lucy came to our home 
the week before Christ-
mas. We drove up to the 
same shelter as our other 
dog, Elsa, and she was on 
her best behavior. We were 
foolish enough to think that 
maybe we actually got the 
first good puppy that has 
ever existed. She was so low 
key, not destructive, and ea-
ger to please.

The honeymoon phase 
did not last long. Once Lucy 
realized that the ink was 
dried on the adoption papers 
and that this was not a tri-

al run, that she was in fact 
home for life, she got real-
ly comfortable. She had the 
nerve to actually behave like 
a puppy.

Seemingly overnight, 
this reserved and well-be-
haved, docile, and incredi-
bly respectful puppy became 
the stereotypical puppy. My 
husband and I knew we jin-
xed ourselves. We knew it 
was too good to be true.

Fast forward about eight 
months and Lucy seemed to 
be calming down. I decid-
ed we should try to let her 
out of her crate for a short 
period of time to see how 
she would do. Well, I came 
home to a hole in one of our 
couches. My initial reaction 
was to be furious at Lucy. 
Once I had a minute to 
calm down, I remembered 

she was just a puppy. Even 
though she’s big enough and 
looks like a full-sized dog, I 
can’t expect her to behave 
like a senior Newfoundland. 
She’s no different than an 
oversized toddler that I’m 
expecting to behave like a 
seasoned dog.

I am constantly telling 
myself as a mother of two 
small children that this is 
just a season of life. I know 
that before I know it, they 
will be grown up and this 
season will be different. 
The truth is the same for our 
dogs, too. We just always 
think they’re going to be 
there, but they won’t be.

Sometimes it’s really 
hard to have a puppy. There 
are days our lives would be 
easier if we never got Lucy. 
It’s the truth. Having two 
young children and trying 
to potty train a puppy in 
the middle of winter wasn't 
easy.

I reflect back to when 
Stella was a puppy. I would 
joke and often say that I 
loved her but didn't think I 
really enjoyed her until she 
was a couple years old and 
just acted like a normal dog. 
I don’t expect my two-year-
old and four-year-old to act 

like older children. 
I know there will come 

a day when Lucy is calmer 
and well-behaved. It takes 
time and a lot of patience. 
Even though it’s chaotic, 
the reality is I don’t want 
to wish a second away. The 
kids will grow up, Lucy will 
calm down, our house will 
be quieter. But for today, I’ll 
take the happy chaos.

If I have any advice for 
anyone in the trenches with 
a new puppy, it is to hang on 
and not give up. It’s so much 
easier without them, but life 
is so much better with them. 
Don’t expect your puppy to 
behave like your 10-year-
old dog when they’re only 
8 months old. You wouldn’t 
expect that of your child, so 
don’t expect it of your puppy.

Nature has a way of 
teaching us things. It has 
a way of driving us crazy 
and adding such beauty to 
our family. Don’t give up 
on your family because 
if you’re like me and call 
yourself a dog person, they 
are family.

Megan Rathz is a wife, 
mother, and teacher. She 
says everything she has ever 
learned in life came from her 
Master Gardener mother.

Dogs
from Page 1

The organization believes in 
the power of education to 
inspire positive change and 
sustainability.

“We want our commu-
nity to be aware of the sig-
nificant work that Westfield 
Green Together quietly does 
behind the scenes to im-
prove sustainability and nat-
ural habitats in Westfield,” 
said Sarah Gillim, President 
at Westfield Green Together. 
“Our volunteers' dedication 
has made a substantial im-
pact, and we invite everyone 
to join us in supporting these 
crucial efforts in 2024.”

As Westfield Green To-
gether looks ahead to the 
new year, the organization 
calls upon the support of the 
community and stakehold-
ers to ensure the continued 
success of their projects. By 
supporting Westfield Green 
Together, individuals and 
businesses contribute to the 
preservation and enhance-
ment of parks and natural 
spaces throughout West-
field.

“We are looking forward 
to continuing to partner 
with outstanding organiza-
tions like Westfield Green 
Together to advance beau-
tification efforts within our 
city,” Mayor Scott Willis 
said.

For more information 
about Westfield Green To-
gether and opportunities to 
get involved, please visit 
wgtogether.org or follow 
Westfield Green Together 
on Facebook.

About Westfield
Green Together

Westfield Green To-
gether is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization based in 
Westfield and dedicated to 
environmental stewardship, 
community engagement, 
and the improvement of sus-
tainability and natural hab-
itats in the Westfield com-
munity. The organization 
focuses on volunteer-driven 
initiatives that enhance the 
local environment and con-
tribute to a healthier, more 
sustainable future.

Green
from Page 1

17555 WilloWvieW Rd

317.770.4400

See you
in the 
parks!
MyHamiltonCountyParks.com

Phi Beta Psi Euchre Party
Theta Alpha Upsilon Chapter 
Saturday, February 10, 2024 at 4 p.m.

First Christian Church, 16377 Herriman Blvd., Noblesville

$15.00 to play 

https://www.tomwoodvolkswagen.com/
https://prevailinc.org/
http://tinyurl.com/49k36d2b
https://www.wgtogether.org/
https://noble-pc.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
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Now on stage

The hilarious celebration 
of women and 
‘The Change’!

beefandboards.com  |  317.872.9664  |  9301 Michigan Rd. Indianapolis, IN 46268

https://beefandboards.com
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Now Hiring Drivers and 
Reservationist s 

Full-time and Part-Time positions available 
Hourly rate starts at $15 and up based on exp. 

 Fulltime includes great benefits! 
Make a difference in your community 

By providing safe, reliable and 
compassionate service. 

Janus Developmental Services, Inc. 
1555 Westfield Road 

Please apply online at 
www.janus-inc.org 

Janus is Hiring! 
Recreational Therapist

Drivers
Finance Director/Controller

Direct Support Professionals
Fulltime includes great benefits.  

Make a difference in your 
community and apply online at

www.janus-inc.org

Conner Prairie nominated
for best open air museum

The REPORTER
Conner Prairie has been 

nominated for Best Open 
Air Museum by USA To-
day 10Best Readers’ Choice 
Awards. The 10Best Read-
ers’ Choice Awards high-
light top-notch attractions 
and business, providing 
readers with trusted recom-
mendations.

Voting is now open to the 
public until Monday, Feb. 
12. Click here to vote.

Conner Prairie was cho-
sen as a candidate for Best 

Open Air Museum by a pan-
el of industry experts and ed-

itors at USA Today 10Best 
Readers’ Choice Awards.

FireStarter marketing firm embarks
on next chapter under new leadership
The REPORTER

FireStarter, LLC an-
nounces Dawn Bonnell, 
a former partner and con-
tent strategist, will lead the 
Carmel-based marketing 
firm into its next chapter as 
owner and president follow-
ing the inauguration of its 
founder and former CEO, 
Sue Finkam, as mayor of 
Carmel. The transition took 
place on Jan. 1.

Bonnell is an 
award-winning marketer 
with an impressive track 
record of helping organi-
zations resonate with their 
target audiences through 
authentic and actionable 
marketing. Having served 
under Finkam’s mentor-
ship for the past 15 years 
and alongside many of 
FireStarter’s accomplished 
marketers for the better 
part of the last decade, she 
brings invaluable market-
ing and leadership experi-
ence to the helm, where she 
will continue to help clients 

make a meaning-
ful difference in 
the lives of oth-
ers.

“Shortly after 
launching Fire-
Starter, it was 
clear that Dawn 
was the ideal 
choice to help el-
evate the work of 
our mission-driven clients,” 
Finkam said. “In the years 
since, she’s only exceeded 
expectations as a marketing 
strategist who’s also deep-
ly passionate about helping 
others. I’m confident the 
FireStarter team is in the 
best possible hands, and I’m 
excited to witness their con-
tinued excellence in deliver-
ing impactful results for our 
clients and their missions.”

Before joining Fire-
Starter, Bonnell served as 
a senior marketing spe-
cialist at Indiana Donor 
Network, where she de-
veloped and implemented 
brand standards, managed 

content strategy, 
and spearhead-
ed regional and 
nationally recog-
nized paid media 
campaigns. Her 
marketing expe-
rience extends to 
physician special-
ty groups, hospi-
tal systems, med-

ical device manufacturers, 
family-owned businesses, 
and organizations across 
the organ donation and 
transplantation industry.

“At FireStarter, the role 
of president is more than 
just a job title,” Bonnell 
said. “Every day, our clients 
pour their hearts and souls 
into their work. I feel im-
mense responsibility that we 
are as committed to them as 
they are to doing good in the 
world. As we embark on our 
next chapter, I’m excited 
to work alongside my phe-
nomenal team to ensure our 
clients continue to grow and 
do great things.”

Under Bonnell’s leader-
ship, FireStarter will remain 
a certified women-owned 
business. To learn more 
about FireStarter and its 
success in helping orga-
nizations fulfill their mis-
sions during times of great 
change, turnover or growth, 
visit firestarterllc.com.

Bonnell

Follow The RepoRTeR

on Facebook!

www.janus-inc.org
https://www.amazon.com/Quietly-Making-Noise-Inessential-Collection/dp/B0CQQX2P68
https://www.americanbankoffreedom.bank/
https://10best.usatoday.com/awards/travel/best-open-air-museum-2024/conner-prairie-fishers-indiana/
https://firestarterllc.com/
http://facebook.com/HamiltonCountyReporter
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Open Mic Tuesdays 
7-10 p.m.

Trivia Wednesdays 
7:30-9:30 p.m.
Keyboardist 

Dave Lowe every 
Thursday 6-9 p.m.

17419 Suite C, Carey Rd., Westfield
317.867.0397

Live Music Jan. 19 - Benito DiBartoli & Trpye Kinnett

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday January 19
Brad Kleinschmidt

 Reservations Recommended 

Bien Mexicana
150 S Peru St, Cicero

+ AG Equipment, Adv. & More
BIDDING OPENS: Wednesday, January 25th @ 2pm

SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, January 27th @ 6pm
PREVIEW DAY: Thursday, January 25th from Noon - 6pm

PERSONAL PROPERTY OF GEORGE CLARK:
Shop Equipment Including Hand Tools, Power Tools, Mechanics Tools, Painting Tools, Welding Tools, 
Woodworking Tools, Snap-On & Craftsman Tools, Antique Farm Tools & Equipment, Cabinets & Work 
Benches, Ladders, Toolboxes, Parts Bins, Bolt Bins, Electrical & Plumbing, Electric Wire & Cable, Fasteners 
& Hardware Box Lots, Hose Reels, Generac 6871-0 Alternator, Lawn & Garden Equipment & Tools including 
JD X754 Mower, Push Mowers, JD 828D Snowblower, JD 80 Yard Cart, Wheel Horse 7-2211 Yard Cart, 
John Deere Sheller, Remington Rand 6020-A Safe Cabinet. Antiques & Primitives, Historical Memoribilia, 
Advertising & Signs, Murat Shriner Memoribilia, Oil Lamps, Aladdin Lamps, Canning Jars, Cast Iron, 
Household & Collectibles, Crocks, Wood Crates, Furniture, Folding Tables & Chairs, Old Photographs, 
Outdoor Furniture, Farm Toys, Vintage Toys, Snow Sleds, Outdoor Christmas Decor

AG EQUIPMENT:
1955 Allis-Chalmers WD-45 Tractor, 1936 Unstyled John Deere “B”, Top Links, Springs & Closing Wheels, 
Augers, Gravity Wagons, Barge Wagons, Head Cart, Schultz Cultivator, 52’ Westfield Auger, Krause 4-935A 
Disk, Farm Force 6’ Mounted Disk, 25’ Int’l 4500 Fld. Cult., DMI Anhydrous Tool Bar,  Fimco 40-Gallon 
Sprayer, 6’ Bush Hog Squealer 3-pt. Rotary Cutter, 16’ Int’l 496 Disk, Armor Windrower Rock Rake,  
Westgo 4210 Rock Picker, H&S 125 Manure Spreader, Fork Extensions

VEHICLES/TRAILERS:
1967 Chevy C-50 Grain Truck, 1974 Int’l Loadstar L700 Grain Truck, 1974 Chevy C65 G4500 Grain Truck, 
2020 1-Axle Trailer, 2010 1-Axle Steel Cage Trailer

Also Including:
(2) Gas Club Car Golf Carts, Cub Cadet 4x4 Diesel ATV, Coins, Arrowheads & Artifacts, St. Clair, Fenton, 
Moon & Stars Glass, Pocket Knives & Lighters, Unique Collectibles, Nascar Collection, Breweriana Items, 
Display Cases, Small Town Advertising, Vintage Weaving Loom, Briggs & Stratton Generator, Mercury 40 
4-hp Thunderbolt Outboard Boat Motor, 8-Ton Engine Hoist, Lots More 

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms 
and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available

PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT
Cripe’s Auction Service

3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

ON-LINE AUCTION
for

the PERSONAL PROPERTY OF 

Phi Beta Psi, Theta Alpha 
Alpha Chapter of Sheridan 

had a productive 2023
Submitted by 
Tina Vawter
Phi Beta Psi

Sheridan's Theta Alpha 
Alpha chapter of Phi Beta 
Psi's year in review shows 
just how much this philan-
thropic organization accom-
plished in 2023.

The chapter held a com-
munity Euchre Night in 
March, co-sponsored the 
Community Pork Loin Din-
ner with the Sheridan Lions 
Club in April, and hosted 
the annual Lasagna Dinner 
in September. All proceeds 
from these events went to-
ward the chapter’s annual 
scholarship to a local senior 
and benevolence to the com-
munity.

* * *
Phi Beta Psi provided 

12 $100 Kroger gift cards 
in 2023 to help those in the 
community dealing with 
cancer. These cards can be 
used for medications, fuel to 
and from treatments or ap-
pointments, or groceries as 
needed. All recipients were 
most grateful for the gift 
cards.

* * *
Guest speakers through-

out the year included:
• Superintendent Dr. 

Dave Mundy, who provid-
ed a State of the Sheridan 
Schools message and shared 
his journey with throat can-
cer and the importance of 
teens receiving the HPV 
vaccine as a preventative.

• Suzanne Lyon, member 
and former cardiac nurse, 
shared important informa-
tion for Heart Health month. 
Examples of different types 
of pacemakers and defibril-
lators were explained and 
passed around for all to see.

• Calvin Roberson, Di-
rector of Operations, Office 
of Outreach at the IU Simon 
Cancer Center in Indianap-
olis spoke and shared infor-
mation about the work of 
caring for individual cancer 
patients, as well as the glob-
al work of the Cancer Cen-
ter. 

* * *
The chapter’s framed 

charter is now located in 
the community room at the 
Sheridan Public Library. 
Members felt it would best 
serve their chapter and com-
munity by being displayed 
in a public setting, such as 
the library, which is used by 
many local organizations.

* * *
Theta Alpha Alpha cele-

brated its 68th anniversary. 
The chapter was born when 
Edna Purl, from Tipton, got 
together with friends to cre-
ate it. Theta Alpha Alpha’s 
Mother Chapter is Theta 
Delta from Tipton and the 
Grandmother Chapter is 
Delta from Arcadia.

Arnola Pickett is the 
last Charter member, and 
Judy VanMeter has the most 
years in Theta Alpha Alpha 
(62 of the 68 years without 
ever going inactive!). Both 

Arnola and Judy were hon-
ored with lifetime member-
ships.

* * *
Members enjoyed their 

annual dinner at Ulen Coun-
try Club in July with spe-
cial thanks to hostess, Judy 
VanMeter. Pam Drury and 
Sarah Godby attended the 
100th-year celebration for 
the Delta Chapter in Cicero, 
and Suzanne Lyon and Sar-
ah Godby attended the State 
Convention in Muncie.

* * *
For the December meet-

ing, several members en-
joyed the annual Christmas 
party held at the home of 
Judy VanMeter. An Italian 
dinner was served along 
with Judy’s signature red 
velvet cake for dessert. 
Members enjoyed a trivia 
game and gift exchange be-
fore ending the evening. 

Photo provided
Judy VanMeter and Arnola Pickett were recognized for their many decades 
of service to the organization, being awarded Lifetime Memberships.

Photo provided
The annual dinner was held at the Ulen Country Club in July.

Photo provided
Secretary Suzanne Lyon

Photo provided
The serving line at the lasagna dinner fundraiser.

Thanks for reading
The Reporter!

https://www.patsyspubwestfield.com/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://www.bienmexicana.com/
https://www.cripesauction.com/
https://www.greenavenue.info/
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com/


6 News

Now Open

 White Barn Antiques
QUALITY ANTIQUES AND VINTAGE HOME FURNISHINGS

2192 E. County Road 1100 S.
Cloverdale, IN  46120

Hours: Thursday, Friday and Saturday 10-5
Or by appointment 

Phone: 765-712-1640

DOUBT
a play by

JOHN PATRICK SHANLEY

directed by
DANIEL MALOY

January 25-28, 2024 at the Switch Theatre, Fishers.
Tickets available at hyperionplayers.com.

A PARABLE

CCHA Law expands its
collegiate sports law practice 
The REPORTER

Church Church Hittle + 
Antrim (CCHA Law) wel-
comes Paia LaPalombara.

With a distinguished 
career marked by sig-
nificant contributions to 
collegiate athletics, LaPa-
lombara brings a wealth of 
experience and expertise. 
She will work in CCHA’s 
Sports Law and Higher 
Education sections and 
assist the firm’s clients in 
navigating the complex 
landscape of NCAA com-
pliance and regulatory is-
sues.

As a member of CCHA, 
LaPalombara will play a 
crucial role in assisting 
the firm to provide clients 
with strategic guidance, 
advocacy, and a deep un-
derstanding of the evolv-
ing challenges faced by 
college athletics and high-
er education. Her diverse 
skill set, cultivated through 
extensive experience at an 
NCAA Division I Power 5 
university and the NCAA 
National Office, uniquely 
positions her to approach 
NCAA compliance and 
regulatory issues from 
multiple perspectives.

LaPalomba-
ra’s national rep-
utation in college 
athletics is em-
phasized by her 
roles as Vice Chair 
of the NCAA 
Division I Stu-
dent-Athlete Re-
instatement Com-
mittee, a member 
of the NCAA Division I 
Board of Directors Infrac-
tions Process Committee, 
and service on the National 
Association for Athletics 
Compliance (NAAC) Board 
of Directors.

LaPalombara’s pro-
fessional journey includes 
leadership roles on several 
prominent NCAA com-
mittees, demonstrating her 
commitment to staying at 
the forefront of industry 
trends. She has a proven 
track record in managing 
public relations, open re-
cords requests, and media 
statements associated with 
NCAA infractions and insti-
tutional and student-athlete 
crises, aligning with state 
and NCAA policy.

Her comprehensive ex-
pertise encompasses a wide 
range of areas, including:

• NCAA in-
vestigations, case 
processing, and 
infractions ap-
peals

• Student-ath-
lete eligibility 
matters (reinstate-
ment, amateur-
ism, transfer and 
legislative relief 

waivers, academic eligibili-
ty, and limited immunity)

• Name, Image, and 
Likeness (NIL) support 
(policy creation, collective 
and third-party support, risk 
management, contract re-
view, and institutional best 
practices)

• Independent inves-
tigations (coach and staff 
conduct, hazing, sports 
wagering, Title IX sexual 
harassment and violence, 
substance abuse, and stu-
dent-athlete welfare)

• NCAA compliance re-
views

• Program culture and 
risk assessments

• Title IX gender equity 
reviews

• NCAA Policy on Cam-
pus Sexual Violence

LaPalombara

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Central Indiana needs mentors
By HANNA MORDOH
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

January is National Men-
toring Month and Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters of Central 
Indiana needs more mentors.

The organization sup-
ports children between 8 
and 18 years old in Mari-
on, Hamilton, and Johnson 
counties and says it has more 
than 1,000 kids waiting to be 
matched with a mentor.

Darcy Palmer Shultz, 
CEO of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Central Indiana, 
joined Daybreak on Mon-
day to talk about volunteer 
opportunities and the current 
need for mentors.

“We are fortunate to 
serve over 1,000 kids in a 
year, but we also have more 
than 1,000 waiting for men-
tors right now in central Indi-
ana,” Palmer Shultz said.

She says children who 
are paired with a Big see 
change and improvement in 
their lives.

“We see the impact in 
a lot of different areas kids 
develop socially emotion-
ally, they engage more aca-
demically and they also tend 
to stay out of trouble when 
they have additional people 
in their lives who let them 
know that they care,” Palmer 
Shultz said.  

According to its web-
site, “Big Brothers Big Sis-

ters of Central Indiana shows 
up for kids in our communi-
ty – creating and support-
ing one-to-one mentoring 
friendships that help them 
pursue their dreams. By 
building up a support system 
with parents, mentors, and 
community partners, young 
people feel empowered to 
achieve their biggest possi-
ble futures.”

To be a mentor, you must 
be 19 years or older, reside 
or work in or around Marion, 
Hamilton, or Johnson Coun-
ty, and commit to mentoring 
a young person for 4-6 hours 
per month for at least one 
year.

“We ask you to sign up for 
a year. But Big Brothers, Big 
Sisters does quite a bit to make 
it easier for everyone,” Palmer 
Shultz said. “We train you, we 
give you activities and tickets 
and lots of opportunities to do 
in your mentoring time. So 
there’s a lot of support from 
our team to make it as easy as 
possible too.”

The organization has two 
upcoming events to encour-
age people to learn more 
about mentoring.

The first is Coffee, Col-
lab, & Convo on Friday, 
Jan. 26. 

“The event recognizes 
various members of the Na-
tional Pan-Hellenic Council, 
the nine historically African 
American fraternities and 

sororities, and their impact 
on Big Brothers Big Sisters,” 
Palmer Shultz said.

There will be a guest ap-
pearance via Zoom from Ar-
tis Stevens, CEO and Pres-
ident of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of America.

The Biggest Social is on 
Tuesday, Jan. 30. Organizers 
say it is one of the largest an-
nual events that invites bigs, 
supporters, and the public to 
recognize the premiere of 
the 2024 matches of the year, 
celebrate the 2024 Change-
maker award winners, and 
honor all the bigs who make 
the organization possible. 

“It is kind of a communi-
ty-wide event for anyone in 
central Indiana interested in 
learning more about becom-
ing a big where we’ll honor 
our bigs and littles of the 
year and just have some fun 
and share more about getting 
involved,” Palmer Shultz 
said. 

Click here to apply to be 
a mentor. The organization 
suggests prospective men-
tors follow these steps:

1. Watch the video and 
then choose whether you’re 
ready to “Apply to Be a Big” 
or if you need to “Learn 
More” through a call with a 
BBBS team member.

2. Complete the form, 
and a BBBS staff member 
will be in contact with in one 
to two business days.

The REPORTER
The Noblesville Creates 

11th annual Comic Book in 
Day Challenge, presented 
by Browning Day, will take 
place from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
this Saturday, Jan. 20 in the 
Ignite Studio at the Ham-
ilton East Public Library – 
Fishers. Noblesville Creates 
is immensely grateful for the 
event’s sponsors and sup-
porters, and how communi-
ty-centered the event is.

Noblesville Creates 
thanks Hamilton East Pub-
lic Library in Fishers for 
its incredible partnership in 
co-hosting the event, pro-
viding the space at the Ignite 
Studio, and the help of li-
brary staff for the Challenge, 
Four Day Ray Brewing in 
Fishers for providing lunch 

for each of the participants, 
and Blick Art Materials and 
McInnis Construction for 
providing supplies for par-
ticipants.

Registration is still open 
for the event; however, any-
one is welcome to stop by 
throughout the day to check 
out the Challenge, meet and 
shop for artwork from the 
Featured Artists, and par-
ticipate in some fun com-
ic-themed art activities.

During the event, artists 
of all ages and skill levels 
will have the opportunity to 
craft a comic book entirely 
from scratch in just an eight-
hour timeframe. Noblesville 
Creates' Featured Artists, in-
cluding Jackie Crofts, Stuart 
Sayger, Gavin Smith, and 
additional staff, will active-

ly engage with attendees 
throughout the day, working 
alongside them while of-
fering guidance, answering 
questions, and providing 
coaching.

Crofts is the artist of the 
coming-of-age crime comic 
Nutmeg and other self-pub-
lished works. Sayger is an 
internationally renowned 
comic book artist who has 
produced interiors and cov-

ers for Lego Bionicle, DC 
Comics, IDW, Dynamite, 
his own book, Shiver in 
the Dark, and many others. 
Smith has worked on Teen-
age Mutant Ninja Turtles 
(IDW), Star Trek: Resur-
gence (IDW), Dead Leg-
ends (A Wave Blue World), 
Heavy Metal Magazine, The 
Accelerators (Blue Juice 
Comics), and The Good 
Fight illustrating a story by 
Mark Waid, among many 
other titles.

This year, the Featured 
Artists will create an ex-
clusive print featuring their 
artwork that will be auto-
graphed and given to each of 
the Challenge artists. Copies 
of the exclusive print will be 
for sale to visitors who stop 
by the library throughout the 

day of the Challenge. The 
copies will cost $10, with 
the proceeds going to help 
cover the cost of the event.

The artwork produced 
during the Challenge will 
be showcased in an exhib-
it at Ignite Studio and fea-
tured in a printed comic 
book, the cost of which is 
included in the registration 

fee for participants. Copies 
of the two-volume printed 
comic book from this year 
and years past will also be 
available for purchase – 
prices vary.

Registration for the 
Challenge can be found by 
clicking here. You can find 
the full event details by vis-
iting this link.

Crofts Sayger Smith

Noblesville Creates thanks community for contributions 
to this Saturday’s Comic Book in a Day Challenge

Photo provided
Budding artists will find the guidance they need at 
the Comic Book in a Day Challenge this Saturday.

See CCHA . . . Page 7

https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://www.facebook.com/WhiteBarnAV
https://www.hyperionplayers.com/tickets/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/big-brothers-big-sisters-of-central-indiana-needs-mentors
http://tinyurl.com/59hyzk6j
http://tinyurl.com/59hyzk6j
https://www.bebigforkids.org/events/
https://www.bebigforkids.org/event/2024-ccc/
https://www.bebigforkids.org/event/2024-ccc/
https://www.bebigforkids.org/event/2024-tbs/
https://www.bebigforkids.org/volunteer/
http://tinyurl.com/44r572wj
https://noblesvillecreates.org/comicbookinaday/
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RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

All Aboard!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds 
and experience of a ride in our 

1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate 

Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board out of Noblesville 
at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY 
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

NickelPlateExpress.com

NickelPlateExpress.com

Pirates & Princesses  
Prepare to set sail on an enchanting journey 
as the historic Nickel Plate Express presents 

the Pirate and Princess Train Ride. This 
thrilling 75-minute adventure promises 
an unforgettable experience filled with 

encounters with swashbuckling pirates and 
elegant princesses. Dust off your finest 
costumes and join us for a truly magical 

experience.

January 27

NickelPlateExpress.com

Bourbon and Chocolate  
All aboard the Nickel Plate Express for a 

bourbon and chocolate pairing! Take an hour 
and 30-minute ride through Hamilton County 
while sampling 3 bourbons and 3 unique and 

local chocolate desserts. A cash bar is available 
to purchase wine, beer and bourbon.

February 10 

NickelPlateExpress.com

Lonely Hearts Club Express   
Join us for a 75-minute train ride filled with 

laughter, connections, and a vibrant atmosphere. 
You’ll be greeted with a warm welcome and a 

chance to mingle with other amazing individuals 
who are also embracing their single status. 

Enjoy a cocktail or two as you make new friends 
while chugging along the rails. 

February 14 

Easter Express   
A farmer has misplaced some eggs and is pretty 

sure they are somewhere on the Nickel Plate 
Express! Come share in a little rail adventure 

as you roll through Hamilton County’s northern 
countryside to see the trees in bloom while 
enjoying a snack and a springtime story.

March 23, 24 and 30 

NickelPlateExpress.com

By DANIEL SHOCK
A Seat on the Aisle

The year is 1962. The 
place is Chicago. The sto-
ry is a dark exploration of 
the broken lives of a single 
mother, Sue Barker (Chris-
tine Zavakos), and the peo-
ple closest to her.

As William Inge's play 
Natural Affection opens, 
Sue and her live-in boy-
friend, Bernie (Alex Ober-
heide), initially seem happy 
and in love. But we soon 
start to see the stresses they 
face. Sue, with her well-pay-
ing job, pays the bills, leav-
ing Bernie feeling angry and 
emasculated. They are an-
ticipating the return of Sue's 
teenage son, Donnie (Zach 
Hoover).

We also meet their next-
door neighbors, Vince and 
Claire (Ronn Johnstone and 
Diana O'Halloran). Claire is 
lonely and feels neglected, 
and Vince is hiding some 
very secret pain. When 
Donnie arrives, we start to 
see the seeds of rage that 
have been planted in the 
young man.

This combination of pain 
and desire, both spoken and 
unspoken, leads our charac-
ters toward an unexpected 
and explosive conclusion.

Director Chris Saunders 
has assembled a first-rate 
group of actors to bring this 
story to life. Somehow, I am 
unfamiliar with all the cast 
members in this production, 
yet every single one of them 
delivers a fantastic perfor-
mance. They seemed to be 
plucked right off the set of 
Mad Men. Christine Zava-
kos is heartbreaking as Sue, 
the single mom. Her charac-
ter is in a tough spot trying 
to hold on to the good things 
in her life while also trying 
to embrace her son. As Sue's 
boyfriend Bernie, Alex 

Oberheide skillfully makes 
this man sympathetic, even 
as he seems caught between 
what the expectations for 
a man used to be and what 
they are becoming. 

Ronn Johnstone as 
Vince is impeccable. His 
Vince is on the verge of 
something … but can't quite 
make it where he wants to 
go. As Vince's wife Claire, 
Diana O'Halloran is ev-
erything you would want 
the character to be – she is 
tempting, she is needy, and 
she is tragic. Zach Hoover 
as Donnie is the spark that 
ultimately burns everything 
down. Zach manages to 
switch from being soft and 
gentle to frightening at ter-
rifying speed. 

Finally, the four actors 
who fill the minor roles 
are also wonderful: Wendy 
Brown, Tim Leonard, Garrett 
Row, and Haley Glickman 
play a few different char-
acters – each distinct and a 
good fit. None of these char-
acters are innocent. But you 
do feel like you could almost 

forgive all of them. If they 
had been born 10 to 15 years 
later, their lives would sure-
ly have been very different. 
Bravo to the cast for connect-
ing with the material so well!

The technical aspects of 
the show are well done: the 
set by Chyna Mayer is well 
designed, the lighting by 
Tim Dick is effective, and all 
of the sound cues by Aidan 
Sturgeon are very efficient at 
setting the mood and the time 
and place. The costumes by 
Stephen Hollenbeck are gor-
geous. The colors, the fab-
rics, and most notably the fit 
are all perfect. Again, they 
could have all come from the 
set of Mad Men. 

I was blown away by 
this performance. I am rare-
ly left gasping at the end of 
a show, but this one did it. 
There is a content warning 
for this show. I brought my 
13-year-old son, and he en-
joyed it and got quite a lot 
out of it. But I'm sure this is 
not for all 13-year-olds. The 
production is recommend-
ed for ages 16 and up. As 

with all material, know your 
child and you will be fine. 

This production of Natu-
ral Affection is wonderfully 
directed by Chris Saunders 
and produced by the Amer-
ican Lives Theatre. It will 
run through Jan. 21 at Ba-
sile Theatre, 719 E. St. Clair 
St., Indianapolis. I should 
also mention that the pro-
gram states that the role of 
Sue will be played at some 
performances by a different 
actress: Carrie Ann Schlat-
ter. I AM familiar with Ms. 
Schlatter's work and the 
show will be every bit as 
good with her in the role. I 
would not let that be a factor 
in deciding to see the show. 
Remaining shows are: Fri-
day, Jan. 19 at 7:30 p.m., Sat-
urday, Jan. 20 at 7:30 p.m., 
and Sunday, Jan. 21 at 3 p.m.

For tickets, please call 
the box office at (317) 210-
4639 or purchase them on-
line at americanlivesthe-
atre.org/tickets-events.

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.

Photo by Rob Slaven / IndyGhostLight.com
(From left) Zach Hoover as Donnie Barker, Ronn Johnstone as Vince 
Brinkman, Alex Oberheide as Bernie Slovenk, and Diana O’Halloran as 
Claire Brinkman.

Shades of Mad Men in both 
& style substance on stage

Prior to joining CCHA, 
LaPalombara served as the 
Assistant Athletic Direc-
tor for Compliance at The 
Ohio State University. Her 
role involved overseeing 
the Department of Athlet-
ics’ investigatory function, 
managing a consistent 
caseload of investigations, 
and developing best prac-
tices that became templates 
for departments universi-
ty-wide.

LaPalombara’s special-
ization in NIL is highlight-
ed by her business acumen 
and background in intellec-
tual property. She played a 
pivotal role in guiding the 
NIL program at one of the 
largest athletic departments 
in the country, demonstrat-
ing creativity and direct 
communication to garner 
stakeholder support. Her 
elite student-athlete ad-
vocacy extends to the de-
velopment of Ohio State’s 
first Elite Student-Athlete 
Program, offering tailored 
support for athletes with 
professional aspirations. 

“Paia’s background in 
college sports and higher 
education speaks for it-
self,” said CCHA Sports 
Law section chair Kelleigh 
Fagan. “She is a great fit for 
our growing practice and 
brings with her the most 
relevant of experiences, 
coming to CCHA Law di-
rectly from The Ohio State 
University and through her 

service on NCAA commit-
tees and NAAC. She will 
provide immediate value to 

our clients. We are excited 
to add her to our team.”

LaPalombara resides in 

Columbus, Ohio, with her 
husband and their two chil-
dren.

CCHA
from Page 6

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://americanlivestheatre.org/tickets-events
https://americanlivestheatre.org/tickets-events
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://www.indyghostlight.com/
http://paulpoteet.com


8 News

East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Westfield Democrats kickoff 
New Year & 2024 elections
The REPORTER

After coming within 23 
votes of electing the first 
Democrat in Westfield in 
2023, the Westfield Demo-
crats Club has started 2024 
by supporting candidates 
stepping forward to run for 
public office.

Join the Westfield Dem-

ocrats for their 2024 kickoff 
event, “Happy Blue Year” 
and hear from Dr. Jennifer 
McCormick, Democratic 
candidate for Indiana Gov-
ernor. The event will be held 
at 6 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 19 
at SpringHill Suites, 19317 
Westmore Lane, Westfield, 
in the Meridian Room.

The REPORTER
U.S. Senators Mike 

Braun (R-Ind.) and Gary 
Peters (D-Mich.) have in-
troduced a bill to 
name a U.S. Na-
tional Fossil, the 
mastodon.

Mastodon fos-
sils are frequently 
found in Indiana 
and Michigan.

The mast-
odon lived more 
than 13,000 years 
ago in the Pleistocene era, 
predominantly on land that 
would eventually become 
the United States of America. 
A fully grown mastodon was 
over 10 feet tall, weighed 
more than 11 tons, and was 
preceded by pair of 16-foot-
long tusks. Unlike its distant 
cousin the mammoth, the 
mastodon was found exclu-
sively in the United States, 
with its bones being un-
earthed in every state across 

the continental U.S.
“Mastodons embody 

the spirit of exploration, re-
silience, and strength that 

exemplifies our 
great nation,” 
Sen. Braun said. 
“As a uniquely 
American sym-
bol, mastodons 
inspire us to em-
brace our heritage 
and to protect nat-
ural treasures that 
define our coun-

try.” 
The National Fossil Act:
• Section 1 designates 

the bill as the National Fos-
sil Act.

• Section 2 establishes 
findings on the role of the 
Mastodon in American pub-
lic life.

• Section 3 designates 
the Mastodon as the nation-
al fossil under Title 36 U.S. 
Code and makes necessary 
conforming amendments.

Braun

Sen. Braun introduces 
bill to name mastodon 

America’s national fossil

Submitted
State Representative Dr. 

Victoria Garcia Wilburn, 
an occupational therapist, 
researcher, professor, and 
mother of three, said on 
Monday she intends to seek 
re-election to House District 
32 in 2024. 

“On the heels of Dr. 
Martin Luther King week-
end, it was my honor to 
file for my ‘24 re-election 
campaign,” Garcia Wilburn 
said. “I know I have done 
the work to show the con-
stituents of House District 
32 that I will be a represen-
tative for every person in 
our district and uphold our 
community values. People 
over politics is a common 
theme for me in the State-
house and on the campaign 
trail. I am excited to talk to 
voters about my record over 
the next 10 months.”

Garcia Wilburn was 
born in a working class 
neighborhood in the Chica-

go suburbs, and 
was raised in a 
union family. She 
earned a bach-
elor’s degree in 
occupational ther-
apy as a first-gen-
eration college 
student. She went 
on to earn both 
her Master’s and 
Doctorate in health science, 
while working part time and 
raising her three young chil-
dren. For the past 19 years, 
Garcia Wilburn and her 
family have made Indiana 
their home.

Garcia Wilburn has been 
a tireless advocate for equi-
ty and access to mental and 
behavioral health service. 
She serves on the Indiana 
Behavioral Health Com-
mission and on the Indiana 
Commission on Hispanic 
and Latino Affairs. Her lead-
ership is widely recognized, 
receiving various awards 
from Indiana University, 
the Central Indiana Junior 
Achievement award, and 
the American Occupational 
Therapy Award, amongst 
others.

Since being elected in 
2022, Rep. Garcia Wilburn 
has accomplished several 
legislative goals in the Indi-
ana Statehouse.

“During my time in the 

House, I have 
been privileged 
to work on many 
issues important 
to Hoosiers, but 
my 2023 legis-
lation to support 
the mental health 
of first respond-
ers throughout 
the state remains 

one of my proudest accom-
plishments,” Garcia Wil-
burn said. “Supporting our 
police, fire, EMS and other 
first responders is a critical 
issue to me and something I 
will continue to work on if 
re-elected.”

“Rep. Garcia Wilburn 
is a powerhouse and an ex-
tremely successful member 
who has gotten bills passed 
and garnered bipartisan sup-
port,” said Catherine Torze-
wski, Rep. Garcia Wilburn’s 
campaign manager. Torze-
wski was most recently cam-
paign manager for Howard 
Stevenson’s At-Large Fish-
er’s City Council race. “She 
is here for her constituents 
and consistently puts them 
first in her work in the Dis-
trict. We have put together 
an impressive team and are 
ready to get to work moti-
vating voters to re-elect Rep. 
Garcia Wilburn in 2024.”

“Rep. Garcia Wilburn 
has been a passionate, ac-

cessible State Representa-
tive committed to serving 
everyone who lives in the 
32nd District,” said Dayna 
Colbert, Hamilton Coun-
ty Democratic Party Chair. 
“Rep. Garcia Wilburn won 
her first election by getting 
out and connecting with 
voters in Hamilton County. 
Now, with voters having 
two years of experiencing 
her work and her commit-
ment to solving their prob-
lems, I am confident they 
will choose to send her back 
to the Statehouse.”

Rep. Garcia Wilburn 
and her husband, Chris, a 
retired police officer, are the 
parents of three school-aged 
children.

“When I was first elect-
ed to represent the 32nd 
District, I made a promise 
to always make my family 
proud by working to inspire 
unity over division,” Gar-
cia Wilburn said. “That will 
continue to be one of the 
driving values of our cam-
paign – we want everyone 
in the 32nd District to join 
our team. All are welcome 
and we can’t wait to get to 
work!”

Anyone interested in 
learning more about Rep. 
Garcia Wilburn can find her 
online at WilburnForIndi-
ana.com.

Garcia Wilburn

State Rep. Garcia Wilburn
announces her plans for 

re-election to House District 32

AccuRATe
BAlAnced
locAl neWs

https://spartz.house.gov/
http://www.wilburnforindiana.com/
http://www.wilburnforindiana.com/
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11256 Winding Wood Ct. 
Indianapolis • $239,900

This open concept condo is move-in ready,  
2 BR, 2 BA family room with gas fireplace, eat-in 
kitchen with granite counters, breakfast bar, tile 
floor, pantry, appliances stay, main BR ensuite  

with walk-in tile shower, large 2-car garage, patio 
with retractable awning. BLC#21945183 

Stunning 5BR, 4.5BA in Essex of Noblesville, custom 
designed with in-laws quarters on main level, kitchen with 

quartz, butler’s pantry, premium lot w/pond view, walk-
out basement, 3-car garage plus storage, a must-see to 
appreciate all this home has to offer. BLC#21949379

16698 Birdbrook Rd.
Noblesville • $589,900

317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

18865 Wimbley Way
Noblesville • $289,900

This 3BR, 2BA  ranch is located in family friendly 
Fairfield Farms, huge great room w/doors leading to 
covered patio & fenced backyard, kitchen w/pantry, 

dining area & all appliances stay, new windows, water 
softener & HVAC in 2020, Fence, roof & gutters 2021. 

BLC#21949582

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com

SOLD!SOLD!

SOLD!

10717 Upland Way
Noblesville • $349,900

Welcome to this lovely 4BR, 2.5BA home, kitchen 
with center island and newer SS appliances, 

spacious family room with gas fireplace, park-like 
backyard with maintenance-free deck, auto-
retractable awning, paver patio, basketball  
court and cute she shed. BLC#21949680

SOLD!

The New Year is 
the Perfect Time 
for a New Home. 

Today’s BiBle Reading
Jacob flees from Laban

Then Rachel and Leah replied, “Do we still 
have any share in the inheritance of our father’s 
estate? Does he not regard us as foreigners? 
Not only has he sold us, but he has used up what 
was paid for us. Surely all the wealth that God 
took away from our father belongs to us and our 
children. So do whatever God has told you.”

Then Jacob put his children and his wives on 
camels, and he drove all his livestock ahead of 
him, along with all the goods he had accumulated 
in Paddan Aram, to go to his father Isaac in the 
land of Canaan.

When Laban had gone to shear his sheep, 
Rachel stole her father’s household gods. 
Moreover, Jacob deceived Laban the Aramean by 
not telling him he was running away. So he fled 
with all he had, crossed the Euphrates River, and 
headed for the hill country of Gilead.

Genesis 31:14-21 (NIV)

Wayne Francis Hunter
March 19, 1926 – January 10, 2024

Wayne Francis Hunter, 97, Atlanta, passed away on 
January 10, 2024, at The Waters of 
Tipton, Ind.

He was born on March 19, 1926, 
in Atlanta to Raymond and Nettie (Tu-
dor) Hunter. He grew up on a farm near 
Atlanta, attended local schools, and 
graduated from Arcadia High School. 
Being on a farm, he assisted with the 
chores that included taking care of 
the beef cattle and chickens and often 

mending fences. His family remembered that every sum-
mer the women of the family would prepare food baskets 
for lunch and spend the day at the Indiana State Fair.

Wayne was first married to Rosalie (Nightenhelser) 
Hunter, and they were blessed with four children.

Wayne worked 34 years at Firestone Rubber Company 
in Noblesville, and also continued farming. A son, Brian, 
relayed that his father was not very mechanically minded, 
but (Brian) liked to work on motorcycles and dirt bikes. 
Wayne became interested and they started working togeth-
er. To their surprise their little hobby became profitable.

Wayne married Donna Marie (Haskell) Hunter on Au-
gust 10, 1971, and she passed away on December 10, 2022. 
Wayne liked country music and he and his wife liked to 
travel to Branson, Mo., to enjoy the shows that were per-
formed there.

In addition to his wife, Donna, he was preceded in death 
by his parents; a son, Ted Hunter; his siblings, Charles 
Hunter, Lee Hunter, Joyce Moon, Martha Forsythe, Evelyn 
Hunter, Marjorie Hunter, and Marie Hunter; and a grand-
daughter, Harley Hunter.

Surviving him are daughters, Beverly Poindexter of 
Cicero, Bec Hunter-Barnett of Cicero, and Cindy Cooper 
of Whitestown; sons, Jerry Hunter of Omega and Brian 
Hunter of Atlanta; a sister, Viola (Hunter Koker) Jones 
of Kempton, Ind.; 15 grandchildren, Nick, Tracy, Wendy, 
Cory, Jamie, Dustin, Brittany, Lonnie, Rebecca, Cliffton, 
Teagan, Kade, Casey, Axle, and Christian; plus several 
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 
January 17, 2024, at Hartley Funeral Home Cicero Chapel, 
209 W. Jackson St., Cicero, with burial to follow at Arcadia 
Cemetery. A time of visitation will be from noon until time 
of the services. Rev. Jody Brown will officiate.

You may send condolences at hartleyfuneralhomes.com.

Paul albert Brown
december 31, 1921 – January 11, 2024

Paul Albert Brown, 102, Cicero, passed away on Jan-
uary 11, 2024, after a brief illness. 
He was born on December 31, 1921, 
in Indianapolis to Paul and Blanche 
(Dunn) Brown.

He attended Indianapolis schools, 
graduating from Shortridge High 
School and then furthering his edu-
cation he graduated from Butler Uni-
versity-Jordon College of Music. He 
then enlisted in the United States Army 
prior to World War II. Paul was TEC 
3, Signal Corps, 3187th Signal Service 
Battalion, serving in England, North-
ern France, Rhineland, and Central 
Europe. He achieved Rifle Expert and 

three Bronze Stars.
Paul married Natalie (Ratliff) Brown May 6, 1943, prior 

to his deployment and they were married 66 years.
After serving his country honorably, he returned home 

to finish his bachelor’s degree in music education. Follow-
ing graduation, he became the orchestra and dance band 
director at Broad Ripple High School where he taught for 
35 years.

Paul was preceded in death by his wife Natalie, and his 
parents Blanche and Paul E. Brown.

He is survived by his twin daughters, Nancy Keys and 
Patty Creech; granddaughter, Angela Keys; grandson, Paul 
Creech; four grandchildren, two granddaughters, and five 
step-grandchildren.

A time of visitation will be from 5 to 7 p.m. on Jan-
uary 19, 2024, at Hartley Funeral Home Cicero Chapel, 
209 Jackson St., Cicero. A private burial will take place at 
Crown Hill Cemetery in Indianapolis at a later date.

Memorial contributions may be made to Butler Univer-
sity, Jordan College of the Arts, Dean’s Priority Needs Fund 
at give.butler.edu. You may send condolences at hartley-
funeralhomes.com.

Bill Bruce Huff
February 16, 1937 – January 10, 2024

Bill Bruce Huff was born on February 16, 1937, in No-
blesville and passed away at his home 
in Spokane, Wash. on January 10, 2024.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, J. Estle and Marrion Huff; and 
his oldest sister, Jean Hammer.

He is survived by his loving wife 
Linda; his brothers, Phil Huff of Tip-
ton and Dave Huff of Noblesville; his 
sister, Jane Huff of Helena, Mont., and 
many nieces and nephews.

A celebration of his life will be held from 1 to 3 p.m. 
on February 3, 2024, at Hennessey Funeral Home, 2203 N. 
Division St., Spokane, Wash.

Meeting Notices
The Atlanta New Earth Festival 

committee will meet on the second 
Monday of each month immediate-
ly following the council meeting at 
Atlanta Town Hall, 105 E. Main St. 
Atlanta. 

The Atlanta Town Council 
meetings will be held on the 
second and fourth Mondays of 
each month at 6 p.m. at Atlan-
ta Town Hall, 105 E. Main St. 
Atlanta.

The Cicero Town Council will hold an Executive Session at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 18, 2024, at Cicero Town Hall, 70 N. Byron St., Cicero, ac-
cording to Indiana Code 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(2)(D)  A real property transaction 
including: (i) a purchase; (ii) a lease as lessor; (iii) a lease as lessee; (iv) a 
transfer; (v) an exchange; or (vi) a sale; by the governing body up to the time 
a contract or option is executed by the parties. This clause does not affect a 
political subdivision’s duty to comply with any other statute that governs the 
conduct of the real property transaction, including IC 36-1-10 or IC 36-1-11.
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LAWRENCE NORTH 69,
HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN 65

Southeastern FG FT TP PF
Maya Makalusky 9-18 4-5 24 3
Kennedy Holman 2-8 2-4 6 2
Zoe Lawless 0-2 0-0 0 1
Kayla Stidham 8-20 9-11 28 2
Addison Van Hoesen 1-2 0-0 2 3
Antonette Green 1-3 0-0 2 1
Kinley Johnson 1-2 0-0 2 4
Kayla Brinley 0-1 1-2 1 2
Totals 22-56 16-22 65 18

Score by Quarters
Lawrence North 16 15 18 20 – 69
Southeastern 6 18 19 22 – 65
Southeastern 3-point shooting (5-18) Stidham 3-8, Makalusky 
2-8).
Southeastern rebounds (21) Stidham 7, Makalusky 5, Holman 4, 
Van Hoesen 2, Johnson 1, Brinley 1, Lawless 1.

10 Sports

hAMILToN CouNTy SPorTS Sports editor richie hall | Sports@readThereporter.com | Twitter @richie_hall
Noblesville, Carmel, Westfield, Sheridan, Hamilton Heights, Fishers, University, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Southeastern

The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com

F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

New flooring, fresh paint, and ready to move 
in. Wonderful two-story entrance opens to 
a sitting/office room. Open concept kitchen 
and great room for entertaining family and 

friends. Bonus of a main floor primary 
bedroom just steps from the laundry room. 
Upper level features a common bathroom 

and 2 bedrooms. Fully fenced backyard with 
a deck allows for a great space to entertain. 
This home has it all and is just waiting for 
you to make it your own. Welcome Home!

Fishers IN, 46037
2,070 Sq Ft | $374,900

12632 Rocky Mountain Court

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

FISHERS 44, CARMEL 37
Carmel FG FT TP PF
Keaton Gatlin 1-8 0-0 3 3
Izzy Shepherd 4-14 1-2 12 3
Mackenzie Woods 5-13 1-2 13 2
Lauren Perry 0-3 0-0 0 2
Taryn Fisher 2-9 0-0 4 1
Jamie Elliott 2-3 0-0 5 0
Megan Hamm 0-2 0-0 0 1
Rilee McBride 0-0 0-0 0 0
Totals 14-52 2-4 37 12
Carmel 3-point shooting (7-28) Shepherd 3-10, Woods 2-7, Gatlin 
1-7, Elliott 1-2, Perry 0-2.

Fishers FG FT TP PF
Talia Harris 8-17 2-6 20 1
Morgan Roberts 0-6 0-0 0 0
Kate Thomas 0-1 2-2 2 0
Nevaeh Dickman 4-6 0-0 8 2
Allison Scheu 4-6 2-2 10 1
Alanna Anthony 0-2 0-0 0 2
Olivia Brookshire 0-1 0-0 0 0
Natalie Thomas 1-2 2-2 4 0
Totals 17-41 8-12 44 6
Fishers 3-point shooting (2-14) Harris 2-6, Roberts 0-4, Dickman 
0-1, Scheu 0-1, Anthony 0-1, Brookshire 0-1.

Score by Quarters
Carmel 8 12 11 6 – 37
Fishers 7 13 14 10 – 44

The REPORTER
The Fishers girls bas-

ketball team got down ear-
ly, but rebounded quickly 
to beat Carmel 44-37 Tues-
day night in an all-county 
game at the Tiger Den.

The Greyhounds went 
up 7-0 during the first 
three minutes of the game. 
Mackenzie Woods got the 
first basket, followed by a 
score from Izzy Shepherd, 
then Woods hit a 3-pointer. 

Talia Harris got the 
Tigers on the board with 
a 3, and Fishers worked 
its way back to get within 
8-7 by the end of the first 
quarter. Harris completely 
took over in the second pe-
riod, pouring in 11 points. 
Carmel stayed in it thanks 
to five points each from 
Woods and Jamie Elliott, 
and the teams were tied 
20-20 at halftime.

The Tigers used bal-
anced scoring to pull 

slightly ahead by the end 
of the third quarter, when 
they led 34-31. Five dif-
ferent players got points 
during that quarter, includ-
ing four each from Ne-
vaeh Dickman and Allison 
Scheu. Meanwhile, Shep-
herd nailed two 3s for the 
‘Hounds in the third.

Fishers outscored Car-
mel 10-6 in the fourth to 
clinch the win. Harris had 
four of those points; she led 
all scorers with 20 points. 
Scheu finished with 10. 

Woods had 13 points 
for the Greyhounds, in-
cluding three 3-pointers. 
Shepherd scored 12 points.

The Tigers improved to 
14-5 after winning their fi-
nal home game of the sea-
son. Fishers plays at Avon 
Saturday in a Hoosier 
Crossroads Conference 
game. Carmel is 8-10 and 
also plays Friday, traveling 
to Pike.

Reporter photos by Richie Hall
(ABOVE LEFT) Carmel’s Mackenzie Woods had 13 points to lead the ‘Hounds. Pictured at left is 
Fishers’ Morgan Roberts. (ABOVE RIGHT) Fishers’ Talia Harris scored 20 points, including 11 in the 
second quarter, to lead the Tigers to a 44-37 all-county win over Carmel on Tuesday. Pictured at left is 
the Greyhounds’ Rilee McBride.

Photo by Joshua Herd
Hamilton Southeastern’s Kayla Stidham scored 28 points for the Royals 
during their Tuesday game at Lawrence North.

The REPORTER
The Hamilton South-

eastern girls basketball team 
lost a battle between two 
Class 4A top 10 teams on 
Tuesday, as the No. 1 Roy-
als fell at No. 8 Lawrence 
North 69-65.

The Wildcats jumped 
out to a 16-6 lead after 
one quarter. Southeastern 
slowly made up ground on 
Lawrence North during the 
remainder of the game, cut-
ting its lead to 49-43 after 
three periods, but the Wild-
cats were able to stay ahead 
for the win.

Kayla Stidham scored 
28 points to lead the Roy-
als, making three 3-pointers 
and also collecting seven 
rebounds. Maya Makalusky 
scored 28 points and pulled 
five rebounds. Kennedy 

The REPORTER
The Guerin Catholic 

girls basketball team got a 
career night from Ava Bills 
on Tuesday, and that helped 
the Golden Eagles to a big 
win at Sheridan.

Guerin Cath-
olic won a close 
game 40-37 over 
the Blackhawks 
at Larry Hobbs 
Hall. Sheridan 
led 13-11 after 
one quarter, with 
Kenzie Garner 
scoring seven 
points. 

“We were double-team-
ing her, trying to do ev-
erything we could and she 
could still score the ball,” 
said GC coach Danielle 
Cardinal. “And they just 
play super hard.”

Bills also had a solid 
opening period, with nine 
points.

“They gave us a run for 
our money, and thankfully 
Ava just shot lights out and 
played really, really well 
for us tonight,” said Cardi-
nal.

The ‘Hawks led 22-18 
at halftime and held a 31-
28 lead after three quarters. 
But the Golden Eagles took 
over in the fourth period, 
outscoring Sheridan 12-
6. Meanwhile, Bills had a 
tremendous second half, 
scoring six points in both 
the third and fourth quar-
ters, including two 3s in the 
third.

Bills finished the game 
with 26 points, making four 
triples. 

“I was pretty motivat-
ed,” said Bills. “I think we 
went into the game expect-
ing a win and the first half 
went a little slow for us. I 
wanted to take control and 

look to score 
more.”

R e a g a n 
Haines scored six 
points. Gianna 
Morelli returned 
to action after 
missing some 
games with an 
injury.

“It’s a new 
dynamic,” said 

Cardinal. “We had to learn 
how to play without her. 
Now we have to figure out 
how to get everything roll-
ing with her. But it’s awe-
some to see her out there 
and we look forward to 
continuing her condition-
ing and getting more and 
more minutes.”

Garner finished with 19 
points, while Nova Cross 
scored seven.

“We did a lot of stand-
ing instead of being more 
active in the second half 
and that really hurt us,” 
said Sheridan coach Jaidlin 
Bradshaw. “We’re hoping 
to be more active going for-
ward and not get stagnant 
when we are in those tough, 
close-game situations.”

The Golden Eagles are 
9-11 and play Friday at 
Brebeuf Jesuit in a Circle 
City Conference double-
header. Sheridan is 14-4 
and hosts Delphi on Friday 
for a Hoosier Heartland 
Conference doubleheader.

GUERIN CATHOLIC 40, SHERIDAN 37
Guerin Catholic FG FT TP PF
Annie Murphy 1 0-0 3 1
Gianna Morelli 0 2-2 2 1
Ava Bills 9 4-4 26 3
Emery Cardinal 1 0-2 2 3
Kori Dues 0 0-0 0 0
Reagan Haines 1 3-3 6 3
Lillian Behrle 0 0-0 0 0
Caroline Ford 0 1-2 1 1
Totals 12 10-13 40 12
Guerin Catholic 3-pointers (5) Bills 4, Murphy.

Sheridan FG FT TP PF
Cecilia Timme 0 3-4 3 4
Kenzie Garner 8 3-4 19 4
Nova Cross 3 1-2 7 2
Brielle Garner 2 0-0 4 1
Sadie Timme 2 0-0 4 2
Mac Smith 0 0-0 0 0
Makenzy Terry 0 0-0 0 0
Totals 15 7-10 37 13
Sheridan 3-pointers: none.

Score by Quarters
Guerin Catholic 11 7 10 12 – 40
Sheridan 13 9 9 6 – 37

Bills

Girls Basketball
Golden Eagles clip 
Blackhawks’ wings 

in hard-fought game

Fishers bests Carmel after 
fighting like cats & dogs

Lawrence North jumps ahead 
early, keeping Royals at bay

Holman dished out nine as-
sists.

Southeastern is 17-2 and 
hosts Zionsville on Friday as 

part of a Hoosier Crossroads 
Conference doubleheader.

Thanks for reading 
The Reporter!

https://noblesvillesports.com/
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
https://twitter.com/richie_hall
http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
https://www.joshuaherdphotography.com/
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com/
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sPoRTs scHedule
Wednesday, Jan. 17

BOYS BASKETBALL
Westfield at Noblesville, 7:30 p.m.

BOYS WRESTLING
Carmel at Hamilton Southeastern, 6:30 p.m.

Harrison at Westfield, 6:30 p.m.
North Central at Fishers, 6:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

IBCA girls basketball
poll – Week of Jan. 14

Rank School  Points Record
1 Lawrence North (18) 417 14-0
2 Fishers (3) 401 13-0
3 Westfield 376 10-0
4 Noblesville 336 12-1
5 Cathedral 306 10-1
6 Crispus Attucks 297 10-3
7	 Greenfield-Central	 288	 13-0
8 Lake Central 261 12-0
9 Kokomo 246 12-3
10 Richmond 240 16-0
11 Ben Davis 226 9-3
12 Brownstown Central 160 12-4
13 Tipton 124 14-0
14 South Bend Riley 113 14-3
15 Penn 78 8-3
16 Guerin Catholic 77 12-4
17 Evansville Harrison 61 11-2
18 Anderson 50 9-3
19 Brebeuf Jesuit 43 7-4
20 Wapahani 35 12-1

First place votes are in parentheses.

Other schools receiving votes, with records
Avon (10-4), Bedford North Lawrence (9-2), Brownsburg (8-7), 
Center Grove (9-4), Concord (10-2), Crown Point (8-3), Danville 
(13-1), Delta (12-3), East Chicago Central (12-4), Evansville Memo-
rial (8-4), Fort Wayne Bishop Luers (10-1), Fort Wayne Blackhawk 
Christian (11-4), Fort Wayne Wayne (9-3), Franklin Central (8-7), 
Franklin	Community	(10-2),	Heritage	Hills	(13-2),	Jeffersonville	(9-
6), Manchester (11-2), Merrillville (7-4), New Palestine (9-2), North 
Central (Indianapolis) (8-4), North Posey (10-2), Northridge (10-3), 
NorthWood	(9-3),	Park	Tudor	(9-3),	Plainfield	(10-4),	Seymour	(11-
3), Valparaiso (11-3), Warren Central (8-6), Warsaw Community 
(8-2), Yorktown (8-5), Evansville Christian School (11-1).

IBCA boys basketball
poll – Week of Jan. 14

Rank School  Points Record
1 Hamilton Southeastern (12) 390 17-1
2 Lawrence Central (6) 363 20-1
3 Columbia City (1) 344 16-2
4 Fort Wayne Snider 331 16-2
5 Center Grove (1) 322 19-1
6 Jennings County 279 17-3
T7 Franklin Community 249 17-2
T7 Homestead 249 16-3
9 Lawrence North 238 14-4
10 Northridge 202 18-2
11 South Bend Washington 176 14-4
T12 Hamilton Heights 145 18-2
T12 Norwell 145 16-4
14 Lake Central 139 17-3
15 Zionsville 117 16-4
16 Fishers 111 13-5
17 Bedford North Lawrence 96 16-4
18 Rensselaer Central 73 18-0
19 Noblesville 40 11-8
20 Indian Creek 32 15-4

First place votes are in parentheses.

Other schools receiving votes, with records
Eastern Hancock (18-1), Evansville Memorial (15-3), Franklin 
Central (10-7), Franklin County (12-6), Gibson Southern (16-4), 
Greensburg (15-3), Lake Station Edison (12-5), Lanesville (19-
1), Marquette Catholic (17-2), North Knox (18-1), Orleans (17-1), 
Plainfield	(14-5),	South	Knox	(18-1),	Warsaw	(10-7).

NBA All-Star 2024 host committee announces 
statewide basketball Knockout Tournament

The REPORTER
The NBA All-Star 2024 

Host Committee announced 
today a statewide Knock-
out Competition to encour-
age Hoosiers’ participation 
ahead of NBA All-Star 2024 
and celebrates the love of 
basketball in Indiana.

“Since the very begin-
ning, we’ve committed to 
making NBA All-Star 2024 
the most community- and 
fan-centric NBA All-Star 
ever,” said Rick Fuson, NBA 
All-Star Board of Directors 
and Pacers Sports & Enter-
tainment CEO. “Through 
the Knockout Competi-
tion, we can include fans 
throughout the state, not just 
in Indianapolis, in NBA All-
Star 2024 and we can con-
tinue working toward our 
commitment.”

All 92 counties in Indi-
ana are represented in the 
competition, which will 
take place during select 
high school boys and girls 
basketball games across the 
state. The winner of each 
competition will receive a 
limited-edition NBA All-
Star basketball, two tickets 
to NBA Crossover during 
NBA All-Star 2024, as 
well as an invitation to a 
final Knockout competition 
during All-Star weekend at 

Bicentennial Unity Plaza.
Indiana Fever guards 

Grace Berger and Lex-
ie Hull will also represent 
NBA All-Star 2024 and will 
be attending select games 
throughout the state leading 
up to NBA All-Star 2024.

“It is a great fit to have 
Grace and Lexie promoting 
and engaging in our 92-coun-
ty knockout competition as 
part of the lead up to NBA 
All-Star weekend. We can-
not wait to see fans across 
the state compete in this one-
of-a-kind knockout tourna-
ment and we appreciate their 
commitment to growing the 
game throughout our state,” 
said Indiana Fever President 

Dr. Allison Barber.
Berger and Hull are 

scheduled to attend the fol-
lowing games:

• Tuesday, Jan. 23: Cas-
tle at Evansville Mater Dei

• Thursday, Jan. 25: An-
gola at Warsaw

• Friday, Jan. 26: Green-
wood at Perry Meridian

• Friday, Feb. 9: Roncalli 
at Heritage Christian

• Saturday, Feb. 10: 
Lawrence Central at Ben 
Davis

• Tuesday, Feb. 13: Indi-
ana Math and Science North 
at Eminence

Additional information 
about the competition can 
be found at nba.com/pac-

ers/nba-all-star-2024-indi-
anapolis/knockout.

Second-half surge pushes 
Millers past Harrison

The REPORTER
Tuesday night, Nobles-

ville hosted former Hoo-
sier Crossroads Confer-
ence opponent Harrison. 
The Raiders have been in 
the North Central Confer-
ence since 2014 but have 
been back on the Millers’ 
schedule for the fourth sea-
son in a row now.

Noblesville’s trade-
mark suffocating trap de-
fense forced Harrison into 
27 turnovers (18 Miller 
steals) as they pulled away 
in the second half for a 67-
38 home court win.

A quick 7-0 start and 
an early lead that grew to 
11-2, forced the Raiders to 
burn two timeouts. Harri-
son fought back to trail by 
four to trail just 20-16 after 
one.

The Raiders would 

continue ways to keep up 
with the Millers in the sec-
ond. But a couple of short 
runs later, Noblesville held 
onto a 31-24 lead at half-
time.

The second half was 
a different story for both 
squads. Noblesville pushed 
its lead to double digits at 
49-34 through three. 

The Millers kept up 
the defensive pressure and 
offensive intensity for an 
18-4 fourth quarter to win 
going away, 67-38.

Meredith Tippner led 
the Millers with 20 points 
and a career-high 18 re-
bounds. Tippner also sank 
4-for-4 from the foul line. 
Ava Shoemaker was right 
behind with 19 points, 
grabbing five boards, four 
assists and eight steals. 
Reagan Wilson came on 

strong in the second half to 
finish with 17, three assists 
and six steals. Noblesville 
outrebounded Harrison 
42-23. 

Noblesville (12-8) next 
hosts Franklin Central on 
Saturday for its final HCC 
action with the junior var-
sity tipoff set for 11 a.m.

NOBLESVILLE 67, HARRISON 38
Noblesville FG FT TP PF
Ava Shoemaker 8-23 1-1 19 4
Reagan Wilson 7-18 0-0 17 2
Meredith Tippner 8-18 4-4 20 4
Kate Rollins 0-2 0-0 0 1
C.C. Quigley 2-4 1-2 5 5
Ally Hutchinson 0-1 0-0 0 1
Brookelyn Grayson 2-3 0-0 6 0
Bri Gray 0-1 0-2 0 2
Ellie Motz 0-0 0-0 0 0
Addy Horvath 0-0 0-0 0 0
Totals 27-70 6-9 67 19

Score by Quarters
Harrison 16 8 10 4 – 38
Noblesville 20 11 18 18 – 67
Noblesville 3-point shooting (7-28) Wilson 3-9, Shoemaker 2-13, 
Grayson 2-3, Tippner 0-2, Rollins 0-1.
Noblesville rebounds (42) Tippner 18, Hutchinson 5, Shoemaker 
5, Rollins 4, Quigley 4, Wilson 2, Grayson 1, team 3.

‘You’re my boy, Blue!’: Grand Park
looking for umpires this spring

By SCOTT SANDER
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

While central Indiana 
shivers in a deep freeze, 
thoughts of spring and sum-
mer needs are already warm-
ing up in Westfield, and the 
city’s signature attraction, 
Grand Park, needs people to 
call balls and strikes.

“We’re looking for more 
umpires!” exclaimed Derek 
Whitfield when he joined us 
on WISH-TV’s Daybreak. 
Whitfield represents united 
umpires, the organization 
that trains and hires officials 

for baseball at Grand Park.
Whitfield says the need 

for officials at all levels has 
“exploded” in recent years, 
with more games happening 
than ever before. 

He says the role of the 
umpire is not a simple mat-
ter of making the right call. 
“This day and age, every 
game that is being officiated 
is videoed at some point, no 
matter if it’s the mom that’s 
behind the backstop that is 
recording the game or if it’s 
being live streamed on TV, 
umpires are under the spot-
light more than they ever 

have,” he said.
Whitefield says recruits 

will get support through-
out the process of learning 
the job and starting to call 
games, including on-field 
placements that will give 
them a sense of the pressures 
they will face both on the di-
amond and from the stands.

“We work guys out at 
the lower levels, the 9U 
and 10U (age) levels, and 
you get to figure out pretty 
quickly if they’re able to 
handle those games. Be-
cause those parents at that 
age, I tell you, they love 

their babies,” he said.
Umpires United is reach-

ing out beyond the typical 
channels to recruit new offi-
cials. One way is by offering 
opportunities to high school 
athletes. Whitfield says he 
visits Westfield Schools 
each week to reach out to 
work with young prospects.

The group is also start-
ing a new partnership with 
Protect the Game to help 
military veterans and their 
families get trained and 
work the plate and bases at 
little or no cost. A series of 
clinics starts this month.

Girls Basketball

Thanks for reading!
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