
The REPORTER
At the November Westfield 

Washington Schools board 
meeting, 12 staff members from 
across the district were rec-
ognized with the Rock Strong 
Award for going above and be-
yond. Thanks to support from 
Everwise Credit Union, recipi-
ents received a commemorative 
plaque and other gifts.

Rock Strong Award 
Recipients

Custodial Services: Sam 
Ginder

Virginia F. Wood Early 
Learning Center: Taylor Boyd

Carey Ridge Elementary 
School: Stephanie Foster

Maple Glen Elementary 
School: Laura Riggle

Monon Trail Elementary 
School: Samir Guirguis

Oak Trace Elementary 
School: Cheryl Beard

Shamrock Springs Ele-
mentary School: Angie Hall

Washington Woods Elemen-

tary School: Whitney Ackerman
Westfield Intermediate 

School: Sherolynn Comar

Westfield Middle School: 
Cynthia Bishop

Westfield High School: 

Christy Ulsas
Facil it ies/Operations: 

Frank Woten
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ToDAy’S WeATHer
Today: Mostly cloudy.

Tonight: Mostly cloudy.
Scattered showers
toward daybreak.

Westfield Lions are 
asking for your help
The REPORTER

The Westfield Lions Club has formed 
a new 501(c)(3) non-profit foundation, 
which means your monetary donations to 
the Westfield Lions are now tax-deduct-
ible gifts. This allows the Westfield Lions 
to better partner with the community by 
offering an incentive to help an organiza-
tion with a long history of helping others.

One of the many benefits to this new 
status is that they can establish a fund 
to help renovate their new clubhouse, 
which they were forced to purchase after 
being displaced by downtown Westfield 
redevelopment projects. 

See Lions . . . Page 2
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The sound of
one arm flapping

SCOTT SAALMAN

COLUMNIST

Scaramouch

Just in time for your 
holiday gift shopping 
consideration, I have 
a new collection of 
humor columns soon 
available on Amazon. 
The collection, Quietly 
Making Noise, includes 
68 stories that haven’t 
appeared in previous 
collections. As always, 
the same dread sinks in 
as I contemplate whether or not to promote 
a new book with book signings. Today’s col-
umn explains my current trepidation. 

In 1995, a librarian requested that I be 
the guest speaker for Library Week at the 
Tell City Public Library.

“Are you sure?” I said.
“You sound surprised.”
As a grade-schooler, I was kicked out 

of the Tell City Public Library. It happened 
one Saturday morning when my buddy, 
Frog, stuck his right arm up his own shirt 
and positioned his hand beneath his left 
armpit. Then, he flapped his left arm wildly 
until flatulent sounds emitted from within 
his shirt. Nothing is consistently funnier 
than armpit flatulence at that age. I guess 
we laughed too loudly down there among 
the Hardy Boys.

The librarian said she would grant me 
a pardon.

How could I not accept? I thought. Any 
event promoting reading is worthwhile. Il-
literacy is a big problem. If I could do my 
little part to reach out to just one person, in-
fect him or her with the magic of the written 
word, draw out his or her passion to read … 
well, he or she just might fork out $7.95 for 
my book: Break The Ice: 200 Fun Questions 
To Help Break The Ice at Business Meetings, 
Training Sessions and Other Gatherings – 
available in a car trunk near you.

Alarmingly, the library first promoted 
my appearance as a “book signing.” I had 
not had good luck with book signings – or 
as I began to call them, book sighings.

See Flapping . . . Page 2

Reporter photos by Nik Roberts
Last Saturday, Cicero brought the Christmas spirit to more parade fans than we could count. Santa and Mrs. 
Claus were there. (Editor’s note: Does Mrs. Claus have a first name?) Firemen were there. Police were there. 
Wise men were there. Kids were of course there. And the karate school was there to kick it up another notch. 
(Editor’s note: Do not let the publisher make any comments about the truck with the smiling poop emoji wearing 
a Santa hat on Page 8. Let’s keep this cutline clean). If you didn’t go to that parade but feel like you need a 
little Christmas, right this very minute, there is an after-dark Holiday in Lights parade in Noblesville tonight. 
Click here for a parade map and other details. see more photos on Page 8 and at readthereporter.com.

In case you already need a little Christmas

The REPORTER
Noblesville Mayor Chris 

Jensen has announced that three 
2023 Indiana High School Ath-
letic Association (IHSAA) State 
Champion teams from Nobles-
ville High School will be hon-
ored as part of the inaugural 
Holiday in Lights Parade.

The girls track and field, 
unified track and field, and girls 
soccer teams will be featured in 
the nighttime parade, which be-
gins at 6:30 p.m. this evening, 
Dec. 2. The boys soccer team 
was invited, but is unable to 
participate in Saturday’s event; 
however, the city is looking at 
another way to recognize the 
three-peat state champions.

The girls soccer team won 

its fourth state title in five years. 
The IHSAA Class 3A back-to-
back state champions finished 
this season with a 17-1-3 record 
after a 3-1 victory over Bloom-
ington South at Carroll Stadi-
um in October. An impressive 
effort in Bloomington in June 
helped the girls track and field 
team win its championship. The 
team scored 45 points, edging 
runner-up Warren Central by 1 
point for the title.

Unified Sports enables per-
sons with and without intellec-
tual disabilities to participate on 
the same team for sports train-
ing and competition. Nobles-
ville was one of the original 13 
schools to have a Unified Track 
and Field team, which launched 

in 2012 as a partnership between 
Special Olympics Indiana and 
the IHSAA. In June, Nobles-
ville’s Unified track team won 
its first state championship.

“Our student-athletes are 
great ambassadors of our city,” 
Jensen said. “We love to honor 
our youth’s achievements in the 
community and look forward to 
celebrating with our state cham-
pions on Saturday. It’s going to 
be a very festive weekend in 
Noblesville and a great way to 
kick off the holiday season.”

In addition to the NHS ath-
letes and move than 50 partici-
pating groups, Santa Claus will 
be joining the parade as the last 
entry. Following the parade, 
Santa will be inside the Green 

Room at Federal Hill Com-
mons until 9 p.m. to take pho-
tos and hear Christmas wishes. 
Holidays at the Hill will also 
have restrooms, the walking 
lights display, and the Ice Pla-
za skating rink open before and 
after the parade for guests to 
enjoy at the park.

The parade route will be 
different than others. While it 
will start at 16th and Harrison 
streets and travel south on 16th 
Street to Logan Street, the pa-
rade will continue west through 
downtown before ending at 
State Road 19. Hamilton Coun-
ty Emergency Management 
Agency will assist the city by 

NHS state championship teams join 
tonight’s Holiday in Lights Parade

Photo provided by Westfield Washington Schools
November’s group of Rock Strong awardees was recognized by the school board.

Recognizing Rocks who go 
above & beyond in Westfield

See Parade . . . Page 2
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I sold only one book at 
my Books-A-Million book 
signing. The nice man who 
bought my book was Cap-
tain Garland C. Shewmak-
er, who just happened to be 
at the store promoting and 
signing his own book. He 
walked over to my table and 
bought my book; I walked 
over to his table and bought 
his book, How To Be A River 
Pilot. Considering the public 
disinterest in my book, river 
pilot didn’t sound like a bad 
occupation. Unfortunately, 
How To Be A River Pilot 
cost $8.95, a buck more than 
what Captain Shewmaker 
paid for my book. I’m the 
only writer to lose money at 
his own book signing.

At my Barnes & Noble 
book signing, I wasn’t ex-
actly the main attraction. 
I was actually the opening 
act for an all-octogenari-
an-female-accordion band. 
Not exactly life in the fast 
lane, though I did manage 
to sell one book to Ronald 
Clair Roat, who, yes as a 
matter of fact, was hawking 
another one of his fine Stu-
art Mallory mysteries, High 
Walk. Since Ron purchased 
my book, I bought High 
Walk, along with his first 
published book, Close Soft-
ly The Doors, tripling what 
he paid for my book. Notice 
a trend here?

I set up a booth at a lo-
cal humane society adopt-a-
thon. Note to future writers: 
people go to these events to 
adopt dogs and cats, not buy 
books. Ultimately, I pon-
dered offering my book up 
for adoption, even paying 
for the neutering if needed.

My first book signing 
took place not at Barnes & 
Noble but at Noble’s IGA 
where my mom worked. I 
quickly learned a humbling 
lesson that I’m sure all great 
authors have learned: you 
can’t compete with canned 
goods. Many shoppers, who 
for years headed left upon 
entering the store, saw me 
and suddenly started their 
shopping on the right side, 
heading counterclockwise. 
A few people practically 
scaled the checkout counters 
straight ahead just to avoid 

me. Others pretended not to 
see me at all – the invisible 
book man. It was karma for 
all those times I resorted to 
similar creative avoidances 
when going into stores and 
seeing old ladies selling 
raffle tickets for quilts. One 
young man walked up to me 
and said, “Excuse me, sir, 
but can you tell me where 
the batteries are?” I point-
ed the man toward Aisle 5. 
I will never sell as many 
books as, say, John Grish-
am, but I bet I sell more AA 
batteries.

Okay, so I’m not exact-
ly the shrewdest book seller 
out there.

Desperate to sell books, 
it would have been foolish 
not to help the Tell City Pub-
lic Library. To increase the 
chance of drawing a crowd, 
I asked them to re-bill the 
event as a “public reading” 
rather than a book signing, 
even though the latter de-
scription wasn’t risk-free ei-
ther. Tell City wasn’t exactly 
a hot bed for public readings.

TELL CITY WIFE: Hon-
ey, it says here in the paper 
that there will be a public 
reading at the library Satur-
day. Want to go?

TELL CITY HUSBAND: 
Who in their right mind 
wants to go watch someone 
read something?

TELL CITY WIFE: 
Well, he does read aloud so 
the audience can hear the 
words.

TELL CITY HUSBAND: 
Oh.

I’m happy to report 
that several people actually 
showed up for my public 
reading – all wives. I didn’t 
sell many books, but I did 
hear laughter when I read 
my columns – a form of 
compensation that I have 
learned to value more than 
coin and currency. 

It was ironic that the very 
library that once ejected me 
(rightfully so) for laughing 
actually invited me back to 
make people laugh.

Had no one laughed, I 
did have a backup plan. The 
night before, I practiced my 
armpit noises … just in case.

Contact: scottsaal-
man@gmail.com

“The Westfield Lions 
Clubhouse has been a com-
munity resource in Westfield 
since 1958 and has played 
a pivotal role in the Club’s 
activities,” the Lions said. 
“The Clubhouse typically 
is in use over 150 times per 
year for 4-H meetings, club 
events and meetings, re-

unions, wedding receptions 
and other events. Several 
local churches started with 
services in the building. 
Recently, the clubhouse has 
been used as a polling loca-
tion on Election Day.”

Before forming their 
new 501(c)(3), the West-
field Lions were not able to 

accept donations to the club 
itself but did so on behalf of 
the various community proj-
ects they support. 

“Since their beginning 
in 1933, the Westfield Li-
ons Club has served West-
field and Hamilton County 
through various projects, 
financial donations and com-

munity support activities,” 
the Lions told The Report-
er. “The club was one of 
the first groups to sponsor a 
three-day county agricultural 
show, the forerunner of the 
Hamilton County 4-H Fair. 
Many Lions to this day still 
play various roles in the fair. 
They also sponsored the first 
fish fry ever held in the coun-
ty which continues today as a 
fundraising project.”

Generous contributions 
from the Westfield Lions Club 
continue to be made to such 
Lions projects as Lions Club 
International Foundation, Li-
ons Cancer Control Fund of 
Indiana, Indiana Lions Eye 
and Tissue Bank, Indiana Li-
ons for Leader Dog, Indiana 
Lions Speech and Hearing, 
Westfield Fire and Police de-
partments and various Vet-
erans, Women’s, Homeless 
and Those in Need programs. 
Several members assist Li-
ons’ projects at the Speedway 
and Indiana State Fair.

The Club assists local 
students with eye care, hon-
ors the top 10 high school 
seniors scholastically and 
recognizes outstanding se-
nior male and female ath-
letes. The club also supports 
Hoosier Girls State, Scout-
ing programs, the Lester L. 
Tudor Scholarship, the Flor-
ence S. Benson Community 
Award, and Scholarship, 
Trade, Vocational and Culi-
nary Scholarships.

If you’d like to help the 
Westfield Lions continue 
their good work, you can 
email info@westfieldlions-
foundation.org or call 
(317) 372-3444. 

It is the season of giving, 
so please consider giving a 
little something to an organi-
zation that consistently gives 
so much to so many others. 

Lions
from Page 1

Flapping
from Page 1

providing additional por-
table light stands to better 
illuminate the roadway and 
sidewalks along the route.

“I'm excited to have the 
parade downtown this year 
with a new spin on it being 
a nighttime event,” Jensen 

said. “Our historic down-
town will look beautiful lit 
up along the route while fea-
turing storefronts, our Court-
house Square, and decorated 
homes. It's truly going to be 
a magical experience for pa-
rade goers and participants.”

The Noblesville Fire De-
partment will have donation 
boxes on the Courthouse 
Square during the parade 
for those wanting to make 
donations to its 46th Annual 
Food and Toy Drive to help 
approximately 100 fami-

lies. The fire department is 
accepting canned goods, 
non-perishable food items, 
and new, unwrapped toys un-
til Friday, Dec. 8. For more 
information on how you can 
donate, contact the fire de-
partment at (317) 776-6336.

Parade
from Page 1
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The REPORTER
The Cicero Fire Depart-

ment Community Organiza-
tion invites the public to “Dine 
to Donate” this Saturday.

From 4 to 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 2, patrons 
of Noblesville Jim Dandy, 
2301 Conner St., can help 

raise money for the Cicero 
Fire Department simply by 
enjoying a good meal.

The Community Orga-
nization will receive 15 per-
cent of sales during this time. 
Money raise will go toward 
the purchase of new equip-
ment for the fire department.

Eat at Jim Dandy, help 
Cicero Fire Department

Pancakes with Santa
& Holiday Market

Hosted by

Noblesville 
Sunrisers 

Kwanis Club

See Santa for Free
Pancake Breakfast $7 per person, children 5 and under eat free

December 9, 2023
8am till noon

Forest Park Inn
701 Cicero Rd

Noblesville, IN 46060
(behind the carousel)

Visit our Facebook page for more information

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday December 8
Casey Harshbarger

 Reservations Recommended 

The REPORTER
The Westfield Fire De-

partment Headquarters, 
Station 81, has officially re-
located to its new location 
at 17001 Ditch Road. Busi-
ness hours are 7:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

The WFD team is work-

ing to organize an open 
house event, scheduled to 
take place in spring 2024, to 
showcase the new facilities 
and foster stronger connec-
tions with the community. 
Stay tuned for further de-
tails on the upcoming open 
house date.

Westfield Fire 
moves to new HQ

Photo provided by City of Westfield
The Westfield Police Department has announced the successful 
completion of the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department 
Leadership Academy by Sgt. Matt Ford (left) and Sgt. Devin 
Cornwell (right). This distinguished four-week leadership program 
is characterized by its rigorous curriculum, and the commendable 
dedication demonstrated by both individuals throughout the course is 
genuinely noteworthy. Congratulations to Sgt. Ford and Sgt. Cornwell on 
attaining this significant achievement. Your commitment to excellence 
and leadership is a source of inspiration to everyone in Westfield.

Westfield officers complete
IMPD’s Leadership Academy

Centier Bank donates $2,500 
to Student Impact of Westfield
The REPORTER

Centier Bank recently 
made a $2,500 sponsorship 
to Student Impact, an af-
ter-school program and peer 
group that helps students 
build relationships through 
love and acceptance in a safe 
and consistent environment.

Student Impact is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit serving 
students in fifth through 12th 
grades in Westfield Wash-
ington Township. Its mission 
is to provide a safe place for 
students to build meaningful 
relationships through love 
and acceptance. The dona-
tion will help develop pro-
grams and events that best 
serve students throughout 
the year.

Student Impact Execu-
tive Program Director Brit-
tany Delph said that last 
year, 718 students came 
through the organization, 
each having the opportunity 
to get plugged into any of 
the more than 10 programs, 
such as a basketball league, 
a student-operated podcast, 
a merchandise shop, and 
a café. Students also re-
ceive a hot meal with fresh 

fruits and vegetables daily 
Monday through Thursday, 
as well as weekly break-
fast times, quarterly events 
summer camps, and weekly 
youth groups.

“Annual sponsors pro-
vide our organization the 
ability to develop programs 
and events that best serve 
our students throughout the 
year,” Delph said. “We’re so 
thankful that Centier Bank 

understands and actively 
supports our future leaders!”

Centier Bank’s Westfield 
Branch Manager David Tay-
lor and the Greater Indianap-
olis Regional Sales Manager 
Ben Studebaker presented 
the check to Delph.

“Centier Bank is a pur-
pose-driven community bank 
that is committed to enrich-
ing lives in our communities 
for an even better tomorrow,” 

Taylor said. “Helping enrich 
lives of today’s students 
through an organization like 
Student Impact will lay a 
strong foundation for these 
young peoples’ bright fu-
tures, and we’re happy to call 
ourselves their partner.”

For more information 
about Student Impact, go to 
TherockWestfield.org. For 
more information about Cen-
tier Bank, go to Centier.com.

Photo provided
(From left) Ben Studebaker, Regional Sales Manager at Centier Bank; 
Brittany Delph, Executive Program Director of Student Impact; and David 
Taylor, Centier Bank’s Westfield Branch Manager.

https://clc-in.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NoblesvilleKiwanis/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://www.therockwestfield.org/
https://www.centier.com/


The REPORTER
The Cicero Friends of 

the Park got together for 
a holiday dinner early this 
week to both plan events 
for next year and relax a 
little after all their hard 
work.

You may not realize 
it, but these people do an 
amazing job all year round. 
Look at the 2024 event list 
to the right and you’ll get 
some small idea of how 
much these volunteers do 

for Cicero.
Thanksgiving is over, 

but The Reporter is thankful 
for this group all year round.

4 Opinion & News

Cicero Friends of the Park 2024 Events
Feb. 21: Bingo Night at Red Bridge – 6 p.m.
March 16: Spring Marketplace, Red Bridge
May 5: Hamilton Heights HS Jazz Band Concert at Red Bridge – 6 p.m.
June 1: Kids Go Fishing at Red Bridge – 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
June 9: Hamilton County Community Band Concert at Red Bridge – 6 p.m.
July 3: Bingo at Lights Over Morse Lake Festival – 5 to 7 p.m.
July 6: Rain Barrel Silent Auction Ends at LOML Festival – 4 p.m.
July 14: Concert on the Pier – 6 p.m. (rain date July 21)
Aug. 11: Atlanta Music Hall Band Concert at Red Bridge – 6 p.m.
Sept. 2: Red Bridge Park Car Show/Craft Fair – 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sept. 15: Spaghetti Fundraiser for Cicero Police, Fire & Public Safety & Jeep Cruise-In
Oct. 25 & 26: Haunted Trail at Red Bridge Park
Nov. 13: Bingo Night at Red Bridge – 6 p.m.

Photo provided

Park friends gather here

Thursday night found 
Mrs. K and me at the Ba-
sile Westfield Playhouse for 
opening night of Daniel Sul-
livan's 1991 play, Inspect-
ing Carol. Director Kelly 
Keller writes that he looked 
for something "different and 
interesting" to produce as 
a Christmas show and he 
surely found it in this mad-
cap crowd-pleaser.

Tanya Haas sharp-
ly leads the way as over-
wrought theatre director 
Zorah Bloch, ensconced 
in rehearsals for her com-
pany's annual production 
of A Christmas Carol. In-
formed that the 
theatre group is 
in financial straits 
by managing 
director Kevin 
Emery (an ide-
ally anxious Jim 
Gryga), a wan-
nabe auditioner 
named Wayne 
Wellacre (an apt-
ly amateurish Jeff 
Haber) is mis-
taken to be a National En-
dowment for the Arts “in-
spector” who has come to 
evaluate the troupe for grant 
giving purposes. All man-
ner of mayhem breaks loose 
with attempts to please him. 

Add in Scott Prill's well-
played Larry Vauxhall, an 
undisciplined performer 
who once decided to offer 
his Scrooge role entirely in 
Spanish (as a protest), and 

who eggs on the 
mis-labeled un-
theatrical Wayne 
to add socially 
aware lines of dia-
logue to the Dick-
ens classic. The 
story goes off the 
rails and on into 
havoc soon after. 

Solid perfor-
mances by the 
many other cast 

members fill the stage with 
a large account of jokes, 
pratfalls, silly attitudes, and 
zany characters. Of note 
are Jennifer Poynter as 
stage manager M.J., Trever 
Brown as Phil, Brad Burns 
as Sidney, Cathie Morgan 
as Sidney's wife Dorothy, 
and Malcolm Marshall as 
Walter. 

On the critiquing side, I 
feel that many of these ac-

tors could apply better pro-
jection skills to send their 
voices out, especially in 
the earlier scenes; and bet-
ter enunciation should be 
stressed as well. 

Bottom line: Although 
the show is uneven at times 
in its energies, it is well-
paced with many very good 
characterizations. Much of 
the humor landed correctly 
for the opening night crowd 
and was well appreciated. 

Main Street Productions’ 
Inspecting Carol runs at the 
Basile Westfield Playhouse 
through Dec. 10. Curtain 
times are Thursday/Friday/
Saturday at 7:30 p.m., and 
Sunday at 2:30 p.m. Tickets 
may be purchased at West-
fieldPlayhouse.org.

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.

Photo by Rob Slaven / IndyGhostLight.com
Jeff Haber as Wayne Wellacre (left) encounters 
Scott Prill as Larry Vauxhall.

KEN KLINGENMEIER
A Seat on the Aisle

COLUMNIST

Not your ordinary community 
theater ‘Christmas Carol’ play

Experience the 
Magic of the Carmel 
Christkindlmarkt!
November 18-December 24
CarmelChristkindlmarkt.com

Letter to the Editor

Shaffer concludes Center for the 
Performing Arts has enough money

Dear Editor:
I was inspired by the Nov. 30 letter 

to The Reporter soliciting money for the 
Center for the Performing Arts (“Help 
Center for the Performing Arts continue 
to make a difference”).

I consulted the donor’s online Guide-
Star website to examine the Center’s lat-
est tax exemption compliance filing and 
learned:

• The Center took in $11.6 million of 
which $2.5 million was in ticket sales and 
$5.3 million in government grants;

• It paid $675,000 for an artistic director;
• It paid $239,555 for a CEO.
Then I consulted the Carmel city con-

troller’s “accounts payable” website where 

I learned that last year taxpayers paid:
• $2.25 million in direct grants;
• $1.5 million in utility bills
• $1.2 million in Energy Center.
Finally, I checked the state’s Gateway 

Indiana website to learn Carmel taxpayers 
forked over:

• $2.6 million in debt service payment 
on the two Center bonds:

• $1.2 million more in debt service for 
the Energy Center that provides air con-
ditioning and heat for the Center among 
other civic boondoggles.

I concluded the Center had enough of 
my money already.

Bill Shaffer
Carmel

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of The Reporter, its publisher
or its staff. You can submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to

News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your phone number and city
of residence. The Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

https://www.andersonart.org/home-tours/
https://www.westfieldplayhouse.org/
http://www.westfieldplayhouse.org/
http://www.westfieldplayhouse.org/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://www.indyghostlight.com/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://www.carmelchristkindlmarkt.com/
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Jhon St. Juste
Carey Ridge Elementary

Logan Brown
Maple Glen Elementary

Andres Amaya
Monon Trail Elementary

Hope Lancaster
Oak Trace Elementary

Rowan Detzler
Shamrock Springs Elem.

Gerardo Gonzalez Castaneda
Westfield Intermediate

Collin Alber
Westfield High School

Westfield Washington Schools
Students of the Month, November 2023

Nash Bleau
Virginia F. Wood ELC

Juan Hernandez
Westfield Middle School

Norah McKinney
Washington Woods Elem.

https://www.americanbankoffreedom.bank/
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All Aboard!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds 
and experience of a ride in our 

1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate 

Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board out of Noblesville 
at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY 
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

NickelPlateExpress.com

NickelPlateExpress.com

Reindeer Express  
Enjoy hot cocoa and cookies, listen to holiday 
music, and take pictures as the train chugs 
along its route to a magical holiday experience.

Included in each ticket is a festive cookie, a 
75-minute train ride, and a chance to write a 

letter to Santa. The journey will be even more 
memorable with a special visit from Santa 

Claus himself.

November 11 - December 23

NickelPlateExpress.com

New Year’s Eve 
Masquerade Ball   

Join us for the exclusive New Year’s Eve 
Masquerade Express. Departing from Hobbs 
Station in Noblesville, Indiana on December 
31st at 8 p.m., this one-time only train ride 
promises to be a memorable experience.

December 31

What basketball means to me
This column is 

brought to read-
ers by Sheridan 
High School du-
al-credit program 
students and 
Human Services 
teacher Abby Wil-
liams.

Basketball to 
me is more than 
just a game where 
you try to score more points 
than the other team. To me, 
basketball is my everything, 
and without it I don’t know 
what I would do.

Basketball has changed 
my life in so many differ-
ent ways, by building rela-
tionships with new people, 

learning to not 
take things for 
granted, and tak-
ing steps toward 
my future in col-
lege. 

Throughout 
my basketball ca-
reer, I have had to 
overcome many 
obstacles and 
fears. I used to not 

be able to play in front of 
people because it made me 
so nervous that I would go 
sit with my parents and cry. 
Now even with the sidelines 
full, I don’t get nervous; in-
stead, I just go out and play 
to the best of my ability.

Through dealing with 

these fears, I have made 
many new friends. Some of 
my best relationships I have 
had are through my AAU 
team, and I still talk to these 
people even though I don’t 
play with them at this time. 
I love catching up with them 
and hearing their stories of 
how their lives have been. I 
have also been able to make 
many relationships with 
college coaches, and this is 
one thing I am very grateful 
for because they are there 
to help you and guide you 
through your college experi-
ence. They want you to suc-
ceed, and that is something I 
will really cherish. 

One thing I learned the 
hard way is you shouldn’t 
take things for granted. 
Sometimes you won’t even 
see it coming, and every-
thing could be taken away 
from you.

For me, this happened 
my freshman year during 
basketball season. I had 
three stress fractures in my 
lower back; these stress frac-
tures caused pain to shoot 
up my back and sometimes 
down my legs when I would 
bend or move my back in a 
certain way. I thought that it 
was just muscle, but as we 
were going to more doctors 
and getting their opinions, 
I knew I had to be wrong. 
When I learned that I had 
three stress fractures, I start-
ed crying immediately be-
cause I knew it would take 
a long time to recover and 
come back to basketball.

I started off with a phys-
ical therapist in Carmel, but 
that didn’t do much to help 
my back at all. So that's 
when my parents and I de-
cided to move to a new spot 
called Pro X at Grand Park 
in Westfield. When I first got 
there, I was very nervous but 
my trainer, Nick, was a very 
nice and supportive guy. 
He knew the thing I want-
ed most was to get back on 
the court, so he helped me 
every step of the way. The 
only thing I had to do was 
be honest if my back was 
hurting and do the exercises 
to the best of my ability.

Almost two months into 
my training while going two 
to three times a week, Nick 

informed me that I was able 
to play in a basketball game, 
and that was the happiest I 
had ever been. I did have 
only a certain amount of 
time that I could play, but 
it was the best news I had 
heard in a long time. If it 
wasn’t for all my doctors 
and therapists, I wouldn’t 
have gotten to where I am 
now with no back pain. 

I think that basketball 
has helped me take steps to-
ward my future in college, 
but it has also been sort of 
terrifying. I talked to many 
college coaches while play-
ing AAU this past year, and 
while talking to them I have 
learned many things regard-
ing not only basketball but 
also college. I knew that I 
wanted to go to college but 
I didn’t know how to ap-
proach it. That is why I am 
grateful for basketball be-
cause it has allowed me to 
take college visits and see 
what college life is about. 
I have been able to walk 
around campus, look at the 
dorms and apartments, and 
check out the facilities I 
would be using.

I am very happy and 
grateful for those oppor-
tunities because they have 
allowed me to decide and 
see what I do and do not 
like about college. It really 
helps me narrow down my 
decision, and I finally made 
my decision and decided to 
attend Ferris State Universi-
ty in Michigan. This college 
felt like home: it is a small 
college town and I like the 
athletic and academic fea-
tures of the school.

I am very grateful for all 
the opportunities that bas-
ketball has brought me and 
am thankful for all of the 
people who have helped me 
along the way. Basketball 
has and will continue to be 
a big part of my life and I 
can’t wait to share it with 
others. Basketball doesn’t 
have to just be a sport you 
play for fun: you can take it 
to the next level and com-
pete.

I am so happy for bas-
ketball to be in my life and 
help me make relationships, 
learn many life lessons, and 
help me shape my future. 

KENZIE GARNER
Sheridan High 
School Student
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Veterans don’t “need” 
Medicare, but may want it

If you have 
healthcare through 
the VA, you don’t 
need Medicare. 
You may want it 
so you can easily 
go outside the VA 
and avoid the fa-
mous wait times. 
You may want 
private Medicare 
Advantage (MA) 
plans because they offer 
extra benefits that can be 
very attractive. With special 
MA-only plans, vets contin-
ue to receive their Rx cover-
age through the VA and have 
options to see doctor and 
hospitals outside the VA with 
their private insurance.

When my father-in-law 
turned 65, he said he only 
wanted to use the VA. He 
said something to the effect 
of, “I served three combat 
tours and earned my health-
care and I want to use it!” I 
had to explain that the near-
est VA hospital is in India-
napolis. “Not a long drive,” 
he was quick to answer. Yes, 
but think ahead when you 
are not a healthy 65-year-
old. Consider driving on the 
highway when you are old-

er and sicker and 
traffic has got-
ten only worse. 
Would you rath-
er see a primary 
care doctor right 
here in Nobles-
ville five minutes 
from your house 
or drive on Inter-
state 465 for an 
hour? 

The benefit of many 
Medicare Advantage plans 
built for the military retiree 
is the $0 monthly premium. 
If you don’t use it, you are 
not being charged a month-
ly fee by the insurance 
company. But you must en-
roll in and pay for Medicare 
Part B. For most people in 
2023, that is about $165 
per month. The Centers 
for Medicare and Medic-
aid Services has announced 
that the Part B monthly 
premium will increase to 
$174.70 in 2024.

If veterans turning 65 
don’t opt to enroll into 
Medicare when they first 
become eligible, there will 
be a late penalty if they later 
want Medicare. For every 
year that you wait, a 10 per-

cent per month lifetime pen-
alty accrues. If you wait un-
til you are 68 and decide that 
the VA really is a long drive 
away, your Medicare Part B 
will cost an extra 30 percent 
per month. It is an important 
decision to make when you 
are first eligible for Medi-
care, usually at age 65.

Even the VA’s own web-
site say that the government 
“highly recommends” en-
rolling in Medicare. Not 
because Medicare is need-
ed for VA care – Medicare 
doesn’t work inside the VA 
– but because the VA has 
different eligibility groups. 
The lowest two groups are 
not guaranteed VA coverage 
and it could be canceled.

Special Medicare Ad-
vantage plans designed for 
military retirees are not 
available in all areas, but 
where they are available, 
they have many attractive 
benefits that are often easier 
to access than the VA. If you 
do sign up for Medicare, you 
can later cancel it if you find 
that the VA really is serving 
your needs better.

For my father-in-law, as 
he aged, his driving became 

perilous. We’d offer to drive 
him to the VA but he hated 
inconveniencing his family 
for his doctor visits. (And 
let’s be honest, it is an in-
convenience to drive almost 
an hour down to Indy when 
our family doctor is a half-
mile away). He ended up 
using his private insurance 
primarily and the VA only 
for his medications. 

When he was in his late 
70s, he exclusively used 
his private insurance. Had 
he waited until his late 70s 
to enroll into Medicare, 
he would have had a steep 
Medicare Part B late penalty 
tacked on monthly. This is 
why Vets and their families 
need to have this discussion 
when the veteran is first el-
igible for Medicare, usually 
at age 65. There is no right 
answer, but you have choic-
es to make that impact your 
healthcare.

Sylvia Gordon is 
co-founder of The Medicare 
Family, headquartered in 
Noblesville, where she edu-
cates thousands on Medicare 
and Social Security in all 50 
states. You can learn more at 
TheMedicareFamily.com.

SYLVIA GORDON

COLUMNIST

Make Sense of Medicare

The REPORTER
Sheridan First Christian 

Church will hold a “Blue 
Christmas” service at 6 p.m. 
on Sunday, Dec. 10. The 
church is located at 107 W. 
Third St.

The Blue Christmas 
service recognizes that not 
everyone is cheery in the 
Christmas season and may 
be feeling “blue” due to life's 

difficulties and pain as the 
result of the death of a loved 
one, separation, divorce, job 
loss, or health issues. This 
is a quiet reflective service 
that respects where people 
are and welcomes them to 
the possibility of healing 
and hope.

For more information, 
please call the church office 
at (317) 758-4569.

Sheridan First Christian 
Church knows this time 
of year can be difficult

Hamilton County 
Reporter

             More News More Sports
. . . and more readers!

https://www.beholdthelamb.com/
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://themedicarefamily.com/
https://facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter
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Bien Mexicana
150 S Peru St, Cicero Open Mic Tuesdays 

7-10 p.m.
Trivia Wednesdays 

7:30-9:30 p.m.
Keyboardist 

Dave Lowe every 
Thursday 6-9 p.m.

17419 Suite C, Carey Rd., Westfield
317.867.0397

Live Music Dec. 8 - The 78’s

Little ol’ Cicero brings big holiday spirit

Photos provided by Nik Roberts / noble-pc.com

https://www.bienmexicana.com/
https://noble-pc.com/
https://www.patsyspubwestfield.com/
https://noble-pc.com/
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Elise Nieshalla sworn 
in as Indiana’s next 
State Comptroller

The REPORTER
Hoosiers from around 

the state gathered at the 
Statehouse Friday to join 
Elise Nieshalla as she was 
sworn in as Indiana’s next 
State Comptrol-
ler.

Governor Eric 
J. Holcomb pro-
vided opening 
remarks followed 
by Honorable 
Geoffrey Slaugh-
ter, who adminis-
tered the oath of 
office.

“Having the privilege 
of serving several years 
on fiscal side of local gov-
ernment, I’m eager to con-
tinue building upon those 
relationships with our state 
leaders in pursuit of contin-
ued efficient and effective 
delivery of services with a 
big Hoosier heart,” Comp-
troller Nieshalla said.

Prior to her appointment 
on Tuesday, Comptrol-
ler Nieshalla was serving 
as President of the Boone 
County Council, Presi-
dent of the Indiana County 
Councils Association, and 
Chairwoman of the Asso-
ciation of Indiana Counties 
2023 Legislative Commit-
tee. 

As a hard-working en-
trepreneur and economic 
development professional, 
Comptroller Nieshalla has 
also worked 22 years in real 
estate overseeing property 
acquisitions and business 
management for a variety 
of investments. From man-
aging and appropriating 
millions within her local 
county budget to review-
ing revenue projections and 
planning for future needs, 
Comptroller Nieshalla has 

a proven portfolio herself 
showing her commitment 
to the highest standards of 
fiscal stewardship of hard-
earned tax dollars.

“Today, I took the oath 
of office and 
placed my hand 
on the book that 
is the rock-sol-
id foundation of 
my life,” said 
Nieshalla, who 
was accompanied 
by many family 
members during 
Friday’s ceremo-

ny. “It is truly only by God’s 
amazing grace that I have 
this honor to serve you. 

“With great gratitude to 
the Almighty for the justice, 
public order and liberty per-
petuated by our state gov-
ernment, as established by 
our Constitution, I take my 
oath to serve faithfully.”

Comptroller Nieshalla 
has four primary respon-
sibilities, including ac-
counting for all state funds; 
overseeing and disburs-
ing county, city, town, and 
school tax distributions; 
paying the state’s bills and 
over 30,000 state employ-
ees; and administering Indi-
ana’s Deferred Compensa-
tion Plan (known as Hoosier 
START). 

For more information 
about Comptroller Nieshalla 
and her office, visit in.gov/
comptroller.

Elise Nieshalla is the 
58th Indiana State Comp-
troller to serve as the state’s 
Chief Financial Officer. She 
was appointed by Gov. Eric 
Holcomb on Nov. 28. Fol-
low Indiana State Comp-
troller Elise Nieshalla on 
Facebook or on Twitter 
@IndianaComp.

Nieshella
County Commissioner

Mark Heirbrandt announces 
his re-election campaign

The REPORTER
Thursday night, sur-

rounded by a crowd of sup-
porters, current Hamilton 
County Commissioner Mark 
Heirbrandt announced his 
campaign for re-election.

“Connecting with Ham-
ilton County residents has 
always been my most valued 
part of serving,” Heirbrandt 
said. “I look forward to do-
ing just that in the coming 
months to continue under-
standing the ever-changing 
needs of our county.”

Heirbrandt, who took 
office as Commissioner in 
2013, has consistently spear-
headed transformative coun-
ty projects that have had 
a profound impact on the 
constituents and visitors of 
Hamilton County. 

Among these transfor-
mative projects, a few no-
table ones include: State 
Road 37 improvements; Ivy 
Tech Community College’s 
collaboration with the City 

of Noblesville, the State, 
Noblesville Schools and 
County to bring Post-Sec-
ondary Education to Ham-
ilton County; Lowe’s Way; 
a AAA Bond Rating; Bak-
ers Corner; leadership in 
the wake of the Noblesville 
School shooting; and the 
historic Bell Ford Covered 
Bridge, the only post-truss 
constructed covered bridge 
in the world.

Heirbrandt’s passion to 
serve extends past his duty 
as commissioner by being an 
active member of numerous 
boards and organizations, 
including the Humane So-
ciety, the Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization (MPO), 
the City of Westfield Public 
Safety Merit Board, and the 
Big Cicero Regional Drain-
age Board. His contributions 
to these organizations have 
earned him accolades such 
as the Advocate of the Year 
by the Humane Society for 
Hamilton County and the 

Exceptional Leadership and 
Service Award from the 
Hamilton County Leader-
ship Academy. He is also the 
current President of the Indi-
ana County Commissioners 
(ICC). 

Heirbrandt's list of ac-
complishments includes 
being awarded County 
Commissioner of the Year 
by both the Indiana County 
Commissioners (ICC) and 
the Association of Indiana 
Counties (AIC). 

Just this week, the entire 
Hamilton County Commis-
sioners team received the In-
diana County Commission-
ers Award for Outstanding 
Team Effort for their water 
availability study. In addi-
tion, they were honored with 
the Outstanding Leadership 
and Impact Award from the 
Good Samaritan Network of 
Hamilton County, highlight-
ing their significant contri-
butions to the community. 
Along with his fellow com-

missioners, their leadership 
has earned six statewide 
awards, reflecting their re-
markable achievements in 
serving the community.

Heirbrandt and his wife, 
Gina, have called Hamilton 
County home for over three 
decades. They are proud 
parents to Blake and twins 
Ethan and Evan, and they are 
active members of the Cath-
olic community, belonging 
to Saint Maria Goretti Cath-
olic Parish in Westfield.

County Commissioners 
in Indiana are responsible 
for a wide range of crucial 
tasks, including overseeing 
county budgets, managing 
county properties, provid-
ing essential public services 
such as roads and bridges, 
public safety, and social 
services. Commissioner 
Heirbrandt's commitment 
to these responsibilities has 
made a significant differ-
ence in the lives of Hamilton 
County residents.

Photo provided
Commissioner Heirbrandt enjoyed the support of many friends at his re-election campaign announcement.

https://spartz.house.gov/
http://www.in.gov/comptroller
http://www.in.gov/comptroller


10 News & Opinion

and Other Personal Property
BIDDING OPENS: Monday, November 20th @ 4pm

SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, December 2nd @ 6pm
PREVIEW DAY: Thursday, November 30th from Noon - 6pm

Tractors & Equipment:
1931 Model A Ford • Int’l KB-3 Truck • Kubota L225 & Kubota L185DT • JD Model A, Int’l 350 
• McCormick FarmAll B • Co-Op Tractor • Farm Implements • JD 216 Roto-Tiller • Craftsman 
2600psi Pressure Washer • Riding Mowers • Homemade Replica of • Oil-Pull w/ • McCormick-
Deering • 5-hp Hit & Miss Engine • Hay Wagons • JD Gator • Honda Trail 70 Mini Bike • 1985 
Honda ATC 200S 3-Wheeler • Honda FourTrax 300 • 2018 Club Car President • 2019 Club Car 
Tempo Golf Cart 
Also Including:
Tools, Coins, Artifacts • Tiptonian Yearbooks • Local Advertising • Farm Toys & Die-Cast • Purdue 
Collectibles • JD HO-Scale Train Set • G-Scale Train Track & Buildings • Collectibles • Crystal, 
Fenton, St. Clair • & Greentown Glass • China & Pottery • Household & Furniture • Coca-Cola 
Vending Machines • Christmas & Holiday Decor • Dept. 56 Snow Village • Hallmark Ornaments • 
Outdoor Furniture • Tools, More...

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms 
and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available

PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT
Cripe’s Auction Service

3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

ON-LINE AUCTION
for

The Estate of Ron Sottong

Attorney General Rokita & team 
crack down on fraudsters targeting
financially strapped homeowners

The REPORTER
Indiana Attorney Gener-

al Todd Rokita announced 
on Thursday two separate 
legal actions against de-
fendants accused of trying 
to defraud financially dis-
tressed Hoosier homeown-
ers.

"We have made it clear 
through these enforcement 
actions that our office will 
do everything in our pow-
er to protect vulnerable 
Hoosier homeowners,” AG 
Rokita said. “Scammers 
who seek to use real es-
tate to illegally profit from 
homeowners in distress 
should take note that they 
will be held accountable un-
der the law.”  

In the first matter, Rokita 
and his team are suing a St. 
Joseph County man and af-
filiated entities over allega-
tions they swindled a senior 

citizen out of the 
title to her home.

Under the 
guise of helping 
the woman avoid 
a tax sale, Steven 
Kollar and others 
allegedly sought 
multiple loans 
using the con-
sumer’s home as 
collateral – receiving more 
than $100,000 in loan pro-
ceeds while paying nothing 
to the consumer, who was 
left homeless.

Kollar allegedly car-
ried out his scheme in part 
through companies with 
which he is affiliated, in-
cluding American Realty 
Investments LLC.

In the second matter, 
Attorney General Roki-
ta and his team are suing 
two individuals – Leland 
Baptist of Indianapolis and 

Silipa Tupuola 
of Brownsburg – 
over allegations 
they and their 
affiliated compa-
nies engaged in a 
foreclosure rescue 
scam in which 
they solicited con-
sumers in finan-
cial distress under 

the promise of helping them 
to save their homes.

In actuality, Defendant 
Baptist allegedly engaged 
in a scheme in which he ob-
tained title to the properties 
and attempted to rent or re-
sell them on contract to oth-
er victims.

In one transaction, Bap-
tist allegedly obtained title 
to a property at 1130 N. 
Bauman St., Indianapolis, 
from a financially distressed 
consumer and then “as-
signed” his rights to defen-
dant Tupuola, who had no 
titled interest in the prop-
erty. Tupuola then entered 
into an agreement to sell the 
property to an unsuspecting 
couple who paid him more 
than $30,000 before discov-
ering from an attorney that 
they had been scammed.

The companies through 
which Baptist allegedly op-
erated such schemes include 

Lee-Chandler Enterprises 
LLC, Lee Chandler LLC 
and 1130 N. Bauman Land 
Trust. Defendant Tupuola 
operated Blitz Investment 
Group LLC.

In each case, Rokita 
and his team are seeking 
consumer restitution for the 
victims, civil penalties and 
costs of the investigations 
to be assessed to the defen-
dants. 

Rokita thanked mem-
bers of his Homeowner Pro-
tection Unit in investigating 
these cases and filing the re-
sultant legal actions.

The mission of the 
Homeowner Protection Unit 
is to protect the rights of all 
individuals involved in the 
housing market, including 
tenants, homeowners, and 
aspiring homeowners, by 
investigating and redressing 
deceptive acts in connection 
with mortgage lending and 
violations of relevant state 
and federal laws. 

Hoosiers are encouraged 
to contact the Office of the 
Indiana Attorney General 
about any suspected scams 
or scam attempts. Consum-
ers can file a complaint by 
visiting indianaconsumer.
com or calling 1-800-382-
5516.

Rokita

Time: a key element of investing
Who knows 

where the time 
goes? We’ve 
reached the end 
of another year, 
so it’s appropri-
ate to reflect on 
the nature of time 
and how it affects 
us. And time cer-
tainly is a key el-
ement in the pur-
suit of your financial goals.

As an investor, time 
can be your greatest ally. 
If you hold some invest-
ments for the long term, 
you could achieve an im-
pressive cumulative growth 
in value. Furthermore, if 
you keep adding shares to 
these investments, possibly 
through a dividend reinvest-
ment plan, you could attain 
“growth on growth” through 
the power of compounding. 
Of course, when you own 
equity investments, you will 
experience market fluctu-
ations, but in general, the 
longer you hold these in-
vestments, the more you can 
reduce the effects of market 
volatility.

But you also need to 

consider aspects 
of time in these 
contexts:

Checking 
progress 

on achieving 
goals

When you 
establish a goal, 
such as saving 
for a child’s ed-
ucation or your 

own retirement, you know 
the end date of when you’ll 
need the money, but it’s 
also important to mark your 
progress along the way. So, 
each year, see how far along 
you are in meeting your 
goal. If you’re falling be-
hind, you may need to adjust 
your investment mix.

Choosing an 
appropriate strategy

The time needed to 
achieve a goal should drive 
your investment strategy 
for that goal. For example, 
when you are saving for a 
retirement that won’t hap-
pen for three or four de-
cades, you will need to in-
vest for growth by placing 
a reasonable percentage of 
equities and equity-based 

investments in your portfo-
lio, based on your comfort 
with the various types of 
risk, including interest rate 
risk, credit risk and market 
risk. You will experience 
some bumps along the way 
– keep in mind that the val-
ue of investments will fluc-
tuate and the loss of some 
or all principal is possible 
– but you likely have time 
to overcome the “down” 
periods. On the other hand, 
when you are saving for a 
short-term goal, such as a 
vacation or a new car or a 
wedding, you’ll want a set 
amount of money available 
precisely when you need it. 
In this case, you may need 
to sacrifice some growth 
potential for investments 
whose principal value won’t 
fluctuate, such as certificates 
of deposit (CDs) and bonds.

Keep in mind, though, 
that when you’re investing 
for long- and short-term 
goals, it doesn’t have to be 
just one strategy or the oth-
er. You can save for retire-
ment with primarily growth 
vehicles but still have room 
in your portfolio for short-

er-term instruments. And 
even when you’re specif-
ically investing for some 
short-term goal, you can’t 
forget about your need to 
save and invest for retire-
ment.

And here’s one final 
point about the relationship 
between time and investing: 
Your risk tolerance can, and 
probably will, change over 
the years. As you near re-
tirement, you may feel the 
need to adjust your portfolio 
toward a more conservative 
approach. That’s because 
you may want to consolidate 
any gains you might have 
achieved while also recog-
nizing that you simply have 
less time to bounce back 
from down markets. Still, 
even in retirement, you’ll 
need some growth potential 
in your portfolio to help you 
stay ahead of inflation.

When you invest, one of 
your biggest considerations 
is time – so use it wisely.

This article was written 
by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Edward 
Jones, Member SIPC.

COREY SYLVESTER
Cicero Edward Jones

COLUMNIST

The REPORTER
The United States Postal 

Service will host an online 
virtual job fair at 11:30 
a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 5 to 
fill immediate openings for 
City Carrier Assistants, Ru-
ral Carrier Associates, and 
Assistant Rural Carriers at 
the Noblesville Post Office. 

To attend this virtual job 
fair, please click here. 

USPS personnel will 
lead the lead the online job 
fair and provide detailed 
information about the po-
sitions and answer ques-
tions. Applications accepted 
online only at usps.com/ 
careers. 

Applicants must be 
available to work weekends 
and holidays and have an 
acceptable driving record. 
See the job posting for full 
details for duties, responsi-
bilities, requirements, and 
benefits information. Job 
postings are updated fre-
quently, so check back often 
for additional opportunities.

The Postal Service is 
looking for committed and 
motivated individuals to join 
USPS in its mission of ser-
vice to the local community 
and the nation. The Postal 
Service offers competitive 
wages, benefits, and career 
advancement opportunities.

Meeting Notices
The Carmel Plan Commission 

will meet at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Dec. 12, 2023, in the Council 
Chambers on the second floor of 
City Hall, 1 Civic Square, Carmel.

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-
6.1(b)(7) For discussion of re-
cords classified as confidential 
by state or federal statute, the 
Noblesville Board of Public 
Works and Safety will meet in an 
executive session to discuss per-
sonnel at 8:45 a.m. on Tuesday, 
Dec. 5, 2023.

A regular meeting will follow 
at 9 a.m. in the Council Chamber 
at City Hall, 16 S. 10th St., No-
blesville.

The Noblesville Common 
Council will meet at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2023, in the 
Council Chamber at City Hall, 16 
S. 10th St., Noblesville.

The Noblesville Police Merit 
Commission meeting scheduled 
for 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 
20, 2023, has been changed to 6 
p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2023, 
in Room A214 at City Hall, 16 S. 
10th St., Noblesville.

The Westfield Washington 
Schools Board of Trustees will 
meet for a work session to discuss 
strategic planning at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2023, in the 
Community Room at the West-
field Washington Schools Admin-
istration Center, 19500 Tomlinson 
Road, Westfield.

Noblesville Post Office 
hosting online job fair to 
fill immediate openings

317.770.4400

See you
in the 
parks!
MyHamiltonCountyParks.com

Thanks for reading 
The Reporter!

https://www.cripesauction.com/
http://indianaconsumer.com/
http://indianaconsumer.com/
https://tinyurl.com/yh7dn3ft
https://tinyurl.com/yh7dn3ft
https://tinyurl.com/3vw4fppn
http://www.usps.com/careers
http://www.usps.com/careers
mailto:marcia%40resourceinternational.com?subject=
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.greenavenue.info/
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com/
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11256 Winding Wood Ct. 
Indianapolis • $239,900

This open concept condo is move-in ready,  
2 BR, 2 BA family room with gas fireplace, eat-in 
kitchen with granite counters, breakfast bar, tile 
floor, pantry, appliances stay, main BR ensuite  

with walk-in tile shower, large 2-car garage, patio 
with retractable awning. BLC#21945183 

Stunning 5BR, 4.5BA in Essex of Noblesville, custom 
designed with in-laws quarters on main level, kitchen with 

quartz, butler’s pantry, premium lot w/pond view, walk-
out basement, 3-car garage plus storage, a must-see to 
appreciate all this home has to offer. BLC#21949379

16698 Birdbrook Rd.
Noblesville • $589,900

10717 Upland Way
Noblesville • $349,900

Welcome to this lovely 4BR, 2.5BA home, kitchen 
with center island and newer SS appliances, spacious 

family room with gas fireplace, park-like backyard 
with maintenance-free deck, auto-retractable awning, 

paver patio, basketball court and cute she shed. 
BLC#21949680

317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

18865 Wimbley Way
Noblesville • $289,900

This 3BR, 2BA  ranch is located in family friendly 
Fairfield Farms, huge great room w/doors leading to 
covered patio & fenced backyard, kitchen w/pantry, 

dining area & all appliances stay, new windows, water 
softener & HVAC in 2020, Fence, roof & gutters 2021. 

BLC#21949582

NEW PRICE!

PENDINGPENDING

PENDING

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com

Today’s BiBLE REading
After Isaac finished blessing him, and Jacob 

had scarcely left his father’s presence, his brother 
Esau came in from hunting. He too prepared 
some tasty food and brought it to his father. Then 
he said to him, “My father, please sit up and eat 
some of my game, so that you may give me your 
blessing.”

His father Isaac asked him, “Who are you?”
“I am your son,” he answered, “your firstborn, 

Esau.”
Isaac trembled violently and said, “Who was 

it, then, that hunted game and brought it to me? 
I ate it just before you came and I blessed him—
and indeed he will be blessed!”

When Esau heard his father’s words, he burst 
out with a loud and bitter cry and said to his 
father, “Bless me—me too, my father!”

But he said, “Your brother came deceitfully 
and took your blessing.”

 Genesis 27:30-35 (NIV)

New at Sheridan Public Library
The REPORTER

Here are some of the new 
items that can be found at the 
Sheridan Public Library:

Fiction
1. Alex Cross Must Die – 

James Patterson
2. Ball at Versailles – 

Danielle Steel
3. Drug of Choice – Mi-

chael Crichton
4. Easton Island: The 

Christmas Gift – Hope Cal-
laghan

5. Edge – David Baldacci
6. Inheritance – Nora 

Roberts
7. Little Liar – Mitch Al-

bom
8. Resurrection Walk – 

Michael Connelly
9. Someone Always 

Nearby – Susan Wittig Albert
10. System Collapse – 

Martha Wells
11. Watchmaker’s Hand 

– Jeffrey Deaver
12. Wishing Bridge – Vi-

ola Shipman
Children’s

1. Bluey: Barky Boats 
2. Santa Yeti – Matthew 

Luhn
Inspirational Fiction

1. Baby’s Christmas 
Blessing – Meghann Whis-

tler
2. Explosive Christmas 

Showdown – Darlene L. 
Turner

3. Just Once – Karen 
Kingsbury

4. Second Chance Christ-
mas – Betsy St. Amant

5. Veteran’s Holiday 
Home – Lee Tobin McClain

Movies
1. Sound of Freedom

Zionsville Meadows expands services 
with new Memory Care Neighborhood
The REPORTER

Zionsville Meadows 
opened a Memory Care 
Neighborhood at the com-
munity on Friday.

The senior healthcare 
community offers a variety 
of care options including 
Short-Term Rehabilitation, 
Long-Term Care, Respite 
Care, Hospice Care and 
Outpatient Therapy. The 

addition of a Memory 
Care Neighborhood is a 
testament to the communi-
ty’s ongoing dedication to 
serving its community.  

Zionsville Meadows is 
managed by American Se-
nior Communities (ASC) 
and located at 675 S. Ford 
Road. ASC’s Memory 
Care Neighborhoods aim 
to provide a safe and en-

riching environment for 
those living with Alzhei-
mer’s or other forms of 
dementia. Residents and 
families can expect per-
sonalized care plans and a 
compassionate approach 
to ensure comfort and 
well-being.  

“We're excited to en-
hance our services and 
cater to the specific needs 

of individuals requiring 
memory care support,” 
Zionsville Meadows Exec-
utive Director Dana Huff-
man said. “This expansion 
reaffirms our commitment 
to ensuring the highest 
quality of care for our 
community members.”

Learn more about 
Zionsville Meadows at 
ASCCare.com/ZVM.

By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Two people from In-
diana have gotten sick be-
cause of a nationwide sal-
monella outbreak linked to 
cantaloupe.

A total of 117 people in 
34 states have gotten sick 
because of the outbreak that 
started in October.

The U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention is concerned about 

this outbreak because it is 
causing severe illnesses. 
More than half of the peo-
ple who have gotten sick 
are hospitalized and people 
in long-term care facilities 
and childcare centers have 
gotten sick.

The CDC previously 
reported that Malichita and 
Rudy brand whole canta-
loupes have been recalled 
and many precut canta-
loupe products have also 
been recalled.

New recalls include 
cantaloupe products from 
Kwik Trip, Bix Produce, 
and Kroger, Sprouts 
Farmers Market, and 
Trader Joe’s. 

The CDC is advising 
people to not eat precut 
cantaloupes if you don’t 
know whether Malichita or 
Rudy brand whole canta-
loupes were used to make 
the product.

Most people who get 
sick from salmonella have 

symptoms that include di-
arrhea, fever, and stomach 
cramps. Symptoms usually 
start six hours to six days af-
ter swallowing the bacteria.

Most people recover 
without treatment in four to 
seven days.

Some people, especial-
ly children younger than 
5 and adults 65 and older 
may experience more se-
vere illnesses that require 
medical treatment or hos-
pitalization.

Salmonella outbreak from precut
cantaloupe making Hoosiers sick

SHARE YOUR NEWS!
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to readers across Hamilton County

News@ReadTheReporter.com
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Opportunity. This space is 
ready for anything you can 

dream of! Updated electrical 
and HVAC– the guts are 
there. Newer roof! Some 
improvements. It’s a shell 

ready for your vision!

Alexandria 
Indiana, 46001
14,502 Sq Ft | $180,000

218 N Harrison Street

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

FISHerS – They were 
down by 10 at halftime, 
but the Fishers Tigers kept 
pressing on.

Fishers entered its game 
with Noblesville Friday at 
the Tiger Den as the No. 
1-ranked team in the Class 
4A Associated Press rank-
ings. The 4A No. 10 Millers 
played a great first half to 
lead at the break, but Fishers 
came back with a dominant 
third quarter, then held on in 
the fourth for a 66-59 win.

It was the first Hoosier 
Crossroads Conference 
game of the season for both 
teams.

Noblesville held the lead 
for all but a few seconds of 
the first half. The Millers 
were up 5-3 when the Ti-
gers’ JonAnthony Hall made 
a 3-pointer, but Noblesville 
responded with a Will Smits 
basket and a 3 from T.J. Da-
vidson.

Justin Curry’s triple got 
the Millers up 13-9, after 
which baskets from Nathan 
Baker and Jason Gardner Jr. 
tied the game at 13-13. Aid-
en Brewer gave Noblesville 
a 15-13 lead after one quar-
ter with a layin.

Brewer’s basket be-
gan a 9-0 run for the Mill-
ers. Hunter Walston made 
a dunk, Aaron Fine put in 
a floater and Ryan Vetor 
drained a triple. Fine led 
the way in the last minutes 
of the half, answering sev-
eral Tigers baskets. He hit a 
long 3-pointer at the buzzer 
to give Noblesville a 33-23 

lead at the break.
“The first half I just felt 

we were not doing what we 
do,” said Fishers coach Gar-
rett Winegar. “We were try-
ing to trap in the halfcourt 
and random situations like, 
we were just leaving our 
man.”

Winegar said the focus 
at halftime was “how we 
want to attack them, the type 
of shots we wanted to get 
and then on defense just be-
ing solid.” The adjustments 
worked, as Fishers opened 
the second half with seven 
straight points. 

Keenan Garner scored 
off a steal, Millen McCa-
rtney drained a 3 and Ta-
den Metzger made a lay-
in. Davidson stopped that 
initial run with a 3, but the 
Tigers then went on a 13-4 
spurt to lead 43-40. Cooper 
Zachary and Metzger both 
made 3s, Garner added 
four points and Hall got his 
team in front with a three-
point play.

“They threw a lot of dif-
ferent looks out at me,” said 
Garner. “I feel like it was 
more congested in the paint, 
so I was really kicking it off 
to our shooters, just trusting 
my teammates to knock it 
down, like Taden, Millen, 
Cooper, JonAnthony. We all 
hit big 3s, big shots.”

Four consecutive free 
throws from Baron Walker 
moved Noblesville back in 
front 44-43. Gardner tied 
the game with a free throw, 
then Hall was good on his 
second and-1 of the quarter. 
That put Fishers up 47-44 
after three.

The Tigers were playing 
a full-court press defense, 
something that Winegar 
brought with him from his 
days at Warren Central – 
“84 feet for 32 minutes,” 
said the coach. Winegar said 
playing press is something 
his team has always wanted 
to do, and it comes down to 
getting players to buy into 
“how hard you got to play 
to do that” and how well of 
physical condition they need 
to be in.

“That’s what we’re try-
ing to do, and now we’re 

just finally doing it,” said 
Winegar. “And guys getting 
more mature physically re-
ally helps.”

The Tigers stayed in 
front for the entire fourth 
quarter. Garner took over 
the game with 10 points 
in the early stages, then 
Metzger hit his third 3 of 
the game to push Fishers 
ahead 62-55. Zachary and 
Parker Perdue finished the 
game by making two free 
throws each.

FISHERS 66, NOBLESVILLE 59
Noblesville FG FT TP PF
TJ Davidson 3 0-1 8 3
Aaron Fine 6 9-9 24 4
Justin Curry 4 1-2 11 2
Hunter Walston 1 1-2 3 3
Will Smits 2 0-0 4 1
Aiden Brewer 1 0-0 2 1
Baron Walker 0 4-4 4 1
Luke Etchison 0 0-0 0 0
Ryan Vetor 1 0-0 3 0
Adam Fine 0 0-0 0 0
Luke Davis 0 0-0 0 0
Totals 18 15-18 59 15
Noblesville 3-pointers (8) Aa. Fine 3, Davidson 2, Curry 2, Vetor.

Fishers FG FT TP PF
Taden Metzger 4 0-0 11 1
Millen McCartney 2 0-0 5 2
Cooper Zachary 1 2-2 5 4
JonAnthony Hall 6 3-7 16 4
Keenan Garner 8 5-9 22 5
Jason Gardner Jr. 1 1-2 3 0
Justin Kirby 0 0-0 0 0
Parker Perdue 0 2-2 2 1
Nathan Baker 1 0-0 2 2
Totals 23 13-22 66 19
Fishers 3-pointers (7) Metzger 3, McCartney, Zachary, Hall, 
Garner.

Score by Quarters
Noblesville 15 18 11 15 – 59
Fishers 13 10 24 19 – 66

Photos by Joshua Herd
(Above) Noblesville’s Justin Curry had 11 points 
for the Millers. (Right) Fishers’ Keegan Garner (23, 
right) scored 22 points for the Tigers during their 
win over Noblesville on Friday. Fishers is now 4-0 
for the season.

The REPORTER
The Class 4A No. 7 

Westfield Shamrocks host-
ed 4A No. 19 Zionsville in 
a Hoosier Crossroads Con-
ference opener in front of a 
packed house at CSI Gym-
nasium on Friday night.

It was raining outside, but 
there was also a heavy down-
pour of three-pointers for 
the Westfield offense. Those 
seven total from downtown 
and a huge surge to start the 
second half helped push the 
‘Rocks past Zionsville 59-40.

Westfield honored the 
life and family of Tucker 
Swain at the game, and the 
‘Rocks played inspired bas-
ketball in his honor.

Westfield led 10-7 after 
one quarter, thanks to a pair 
of makes from outside-the 
arc from Trey Buchanan.

Zionsville kept it close 
in the second and the ‘Rocks 

led 22-20 at the half. Magu-
ire Mitchell scored 12 of his 
game-high 22, helping bring 
it to a one possession deficit.

Adjustments were made 
in the locker room for the 
host Shamrocks. Westfield 
stormed out to a 17-0 run to 
start the third to lead 39-20 
before Zionsville could blink. 

Balance in the peri-
od gave Westfield all they 
needed to run away 26-7 in 
the third with a 48-27 score 
to go up 21.

Durante Morton had 
seven, while Nic Book and 
Will Harvey both added six 
to pace the dominant third.

The Eagles made a push 
in the fourth with a 13-11 
period, but that wouldn’t be 
enough, as Westfield took 
the HCC opener on its home 
floor, 59-40.

WESTFIELD 59, ZIONSVILLE 40
Westfield	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Trey Buchanan 4 0-0 10 3
Charles Farrell 5 0-0 11 4
Caleb Wise 0 0-0 0 0
Durante Morton 3 4-4 10 2
Nic Book 6 0-2 12 4
Will Harvey 4 0-0 11 1
Carsen Melvin 0 2-2 2 0
Drew Haffner 1 0-0 3 1
Rylan Rauch 0 0-0 0 0
Jalen Malone 0 0-0 0 0
Brock Detamore 0 0-0 0 0
Totals 23 6-8 59 15

Score by Quarters
Zionsville 7 13 7 13 – 40
Westfield 10 12 26 11 – 59
Westfield 3-pointers (7) Harvey 3, Buchanan 2, Farrell, Haffner.

Westfield too much 
for Zionsville

in HCC opener

The REPORTER
Sheridan’s girls rolled 

to their fifth consecutive 
win on Friday, as the Black-
hawks beat Clinton Prairie 
57-25 in the first game of 
a Hoosier Heartland Con-
ference doubleheader at the 
Gophers’ gym.

Sheridan led 15-5 after 
the first quarter, then cruised 
through the second period 
with 23 points to take a 38-7 
halftime lead. It was the first 
conference win of the sea-
son for the ‘Hawks.

Kenzie Garner had a 
dominant game, reaching 
double-double status with 
24 points and 10 rebounds, 
and also had five blocked 
shots. Cecilia Timme scored 
11 points, collected six re-
bounds and dished out five 
assists. Shelby Eaton pulled 
five rebounds and Nova 
Cross handed out four assists.

The Blackhawks are 5-2 
overall and host Rossville 
Thursday in another HHC 
game. Sheridan is 1-1 in 
conference play.

SHERIDAN 57, CLINTON PRAIRIE 25

Sheridan	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Cecilia Timme 4-11 3-3 11 2
Kenzie Garner 10-19 4-4 24 0
Shelby Eaton 4-5 0-0 9 1
Nova Cross 1-5 0-0 2 4
Brielle Garner 2-5 0-0 4 1
Makaley Terry 2-3 0-0 5 2
Sadie Timme 1-6 0-0 2 1
Makenzy Terry 0-2 0-0 0 1
Kennedy Zachary 0-0 0-0 0 0
Totals 24-56 7-7 57 12

Score by Quarters
Sheridan 15 23 8 11 – 57
Prairie 5 2 9 9 – 25
Sheridan 3-point shooting (2-8) Eaton 1-2, Makaley Terry 1-1, K. 
Garner 0-2, Cross 0-1, B. Garner 0-1, C. Timme 0-1.
Sheridan rebounds (28) K. Garner 10, C. Timme 6, Eaton 5, S. 
Timme 4, Cross 1, Zachary 1, B. Garner 1.

Blackhawks move 
quickly to take down 

Clinton Prairie

Girls Basketball

Boys Basketball

Tigers claw back to beat 
conference rival Millers

See Claw . . . Page 13

See Much . . . Page 13
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SPORTS SCHEDULE
Saturday, Dec. 2
BOYS BASKETBALL

Anderson Prep Academy at Sheridan, 7:30 p.m.
Hamilton Heights at Guerin Catholic, 7:30 p.m.

Marion at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m.
Mount Vernon at Fishers, 7:30 p.m.

Plainfield at Carmel, 7:30 p.m.
University at Greenwood Christian, 7:30 p.m.

BOYS WRESTLING
Guerin Catholic at Elwood Super Duals, 8:30 a.m.

Hamilton Heights at Howard County Super 6, 9 a.m.
Carmel, Fishers, Hamilton Southeastern, Noblesville at 

Westfield Shamrock Duals, 9:30 a.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Fishers vs. La Lumiere, 11 a.m. at Evansville North
Roncalli at University, noon

Bishop Luers at Hamilton Heights, 1:30 p.m.
Guerin Catholic at Covenant Christian, 1:30 p.m.

Carmel at Richmond, 3:30 p.m.
Fort Wayne Northrop at Noblesville, 4:30 p.m.

Warsaw at Westfield, 5:30 p.m.
Fishers vs. Gibson Southern, 6 p.m. at Evansville North

GIRLS WRESTLING
Carmel at Ben Davis Invitational, 9 a.m.

SWIMMING/DIVING
Brownsburg at Hamilton Southeastern, 9 a.m.

Hamilton Heights at Western Diving Invitational, 10 a.m.
Noblesville Invitational, 10 a.m.

University at Muncie Burris (with New Castle), noon

Tuesday, Dec. 5
BOYS BASKETBALL

Cardinal Ritter at University, 7:30 p.m.
Faith Christian at Sheridan, 7:30 p.m.

BOYS WRESTLING
Western Boone at Guerin Catholic, 6 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Hamilton Heights at Northwestern, 7:30 p.m.

Hamilton Southeastern at Pendleton Heights, 7:30 p.m.
Westfield at Carmel, 7:30 p.m.

SWIMMING/DIVING
Lawrence North at Noblesville, 5:30 p.m.

Guerin Catholic at North Central (with Eastern Hancock), 6 p.m.
Southeastern and Westfield at Franklin Central, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 6
BOYS WRESTLING

Hamilton Heights at Bishop Chatard, 6 p.m.
Fishers at Carmel, 6:30 p.m.

Hamilton Southeastern at Zionsville, 6:30 p.m.
Westfield at Warren Central, 6:30 p.m.

GIRLS WRESTLING
Lebanon at Carmel, 6:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections to 
sports@readthereporter.com.

The REPORTER
University opened Pio-

neer Academic Athletic Con-
ference North Division play 
with a 64-55 win over Seton 
Catholic at The U Center on 
Friday.

Zien Bland led five Trail-
blazers in double figures with 
15 points as University won 
their 31st consecutive PAAC 
North contest. Montgomery 
Holland had 11 points while 
Bryce Gray, Max McComb 
and Robert Russell had 10 
points each as the Blazers 
gave head coach Justin Blan-
ding his first win at the helm 
of the University boys.

A 27-point barrage in 
the second quarter gave the 
Trailblazers a 15-point half-
time lead. University sur-
vived a third quarter surge 
by Seton Catholic that saw 
the Cardinals pull within two 
points before rebuilding the 
lead to 10 early in the fourth 
quarter. Seton Catholic got 
no closer than eight points in 
the last 7:30 of the game.

Making his first career 
start Holland sparked Uni-
versity to an early 5-2 lead 
with a driving basket and a 

three-pointer from the left 
wing. Seton Catholic built a 
15-10 lead late in the open-
ing stanza before Russell's 
basket made it 15-12 at the 
end of the quarter.

University scored the 
first 10 points of the sec-
ond quarter to take a lead it 
never relinquished. Bland 
tied the game with a three 
from the right corner be-
fore Blake Gray's layin off a 
Russell steal put the Blazers 
up 17-15. Bland hit another 
three and Cooper Cammack 
scored for a 22-15 lead. 

The Cardinals pulled 
within 22-20 before Uni-
versity scored the next 14 
points. Two three pointers 
from Holland and one each 
from Bryce Gray, McComb 
and Blake Gray sparked the 
run. University led 39-24 at 
halftime.

Seton's Mason Harvey 
got hot in the third quarter, 
scoring nine of his game-
high 19 points including a 
pair of three pointers. An old 
fashioned three point play by 
Harvey pulled the Cardinal's 
within 46-44 with 1:42 left in 
the quarter. Bland answered 

for University with his own 
three point play before Rus-
sell scored in the waning 
seconds to put University up 
51-44.

The Blazers opened the 
fourth quarter with McComb 
draining a three pointer from 
the left corner for a 10-point 
lead at 54-44. Bland, Mc-
Comb and Bryce and Blake 
Gray each had fourth quarter 
baskets to help University 
hold off the Cardinals down 

the stretch.
Eight different Trailblaz-

ers handed out assists, led 
by Bryce Gray's four. Bryce 
Gray had four of the Blazers’ 
10 steals.

University is 1-1 on the 
season, Seton Catholic falls 
to 2-2.

The Trailblazers are right 
back in action Saturday night 
as they travel to Greenwood 
Christian and play the Class 
1A No. 5 Cougars.

UNIVERSITY 64, SETON CATHOLIC 55

University FG FT TP PF
Bryce Gray 4-11 1-4 10 4
Montgomery Holland 4-7 0-1 11 4
Max McComb 3-8 1-2 10 2
Robert Russell 5-11 0-0 10 0
Cooper Cammack 1-3 0-1 2 3
Jackson Bledsoe 0-1 0-0 0 1
Blake Gray 3-6 0-0 8 0
Zien Bland 5-7 1-1 13 0
Jalen Scott 0-0 0-0 0 0
Totals 25-54 3-9 64 14

Score by Quarters
Seton Catholic 15 9 20 11 – 55
University 12 27 12 13 – 64
University 3-point shooting (11-24) McComb 3-6, Holland 3-4, Bl. 
Gray 2-4, Bland 2-2, Br. Gray 1-5, Russell 0-3.
University rebounds (25) McComb 5, Russell 5, Bland 4, Holland 
4, Cammack 3, Bl. Gray 2, Br. Gray 1, Bledsoe 1.

New Castle’s 
fast start spells 
fate for Huskies

The REPORTER
On Friday night, the 

Hamilton Heights Huskies 
were looking to keep win-
ning following Tuesday 
night’s 26-point win at Clin-
ton Central.

Unfortunately for 
Heights, New Castle had 
other plans and burst out 
from the opening tip on a 
mission. The visiting Trojans 
got off to a 20-9 lead through 
one. That made it a difficult 
hill for the Huskies to climb, 
in a 51-37 home loss.

Heights was able to keep 
scoring to a minimum in the 
second, out-scoring the Tro-
jans 7-2 and trailed just 22-

16 at halftime. 
New Castle took the 

third 14-12, pushing the 
lead to 36-28 heading into 
the fourth. 

A 15-9 fourth would 
help the Trojans claim a 
double-digit road win in 
Arcadia on Friday night, 
51-37.

Tillman Etchison led the 
Huskies with a team-high 15 
points and five rebounds. Ju-
nior Dreydin Serna had nine 
and grabbed four boards. 

Hamilton Heights (1-2) 
hits the road tonight for an 
all-county matchup in No-
blesville at Class 3A No. 2 
Guerin Catholic (3-0).

NEW CASTLE 51, HAMILTON HEIGHTS 37
Heights FG FT TP PF
Rees Knapp 2-5 0-0 5 4
Dreydin Serna 4-10 0-2 9 2
Tillman Etchison 6-20 3-4 15 4
John Irion 2-9 1-2 6 2
Simon Knott 1-2 0-0 2 1
Carson Felger 0-2 0-0 0 2
Phoenix Vondersaar 0-0 0-0 0 2
Caleb Grimsey 0-0 0-0 0 2
Aidan Unger 0-0 0-0 0 1
Totals 15-48 4-8 37 20

Score by Quarters
New Castle 20 2 14 15 – 51
Heights 9 7 12 9 – 37
Heights 3-point shooting (3-19) Serna 1-5, Irion 1-4, Knapp 1-2, 
Etchison 0-6, Felger 0-2.
Heights rebounds (26) Knapp 5, Felger 5, Etchison 5, Serna 4, 
Grimsey 3, Vondersaar 2, Irion 2.

Garner scored 22 points, 
with Hall adding 16 and 
Metzger scoring 11. Fine 
had 24 points for Nobles-
ville, while Curry scored 
11.

“They just completely 
took us out of our offense,” 
said Millers coach Scott 
McClelland. “We talked all 
week that our offense had to 
help our defense. The first 

half, for the most part, it did. 
The second half, it didn’t 
and that ultimately is the 
difference in the game.”

Fishers is 4-0 and hosts 
Mount Vernon tonight, 
while Noblesville is 2-1 and 
plays next Friday at Carmel.

Zionsville (1-1, 0-1 
HCC) gets its first loss in two 
outings and plays at Law-
rence Central next Friday.

The Eagles’ lone dou-
ble-digit scorer was Magu-
ire Mitchell with 22.

Westfield (3-0, 1-0 HCC) 
also gets a break until they 
hit the road next Thursday 
for an all-county matchup 
with Class 3A No. 2 Guerin 

Catholic (3-0). Guerin hosts 
Hamilton Heights (1-2) to-
night.

The Shamrocks had 
five in double figures. Se-
nior transfer Nic Book had 
a team-high 12 points on 
six field goals. Will Harvey 
and Charles Farrell both had 
11 with Trey Buchanan and 
Durante Morton each pitch-
ing in with 10.

Much
from Page 12

Claw
from Page 12

Boys Basketball

University beats Seton Catholic for 
31st straight PAAC North victory

The REPORTER
Carmel picked up its 

first win of the season Fri-
day night, winning an away 
game at Lawrence Central 
52-46.

The Greyhounds steadi-
ly built their lead during 
the first half, holding a 12-8 
advantage after one quarter 
and a 29-16 lead at halftime. 
The Bears chipped away 
during the second half, but 
Carmel was able to hold on 
for the victory.

Three Greyhounds 
reached double figures, led 
by Alex Couto’s 19 points 
and four 3-pointers. Evan 
Harrell put together a dou-
ble-double of 13 points and 
10 rebounds, while Ryan 
Clevenger added 10 points. 
The ‘Hounds outrebounded 
LC 29-15; Mitchell Mulloy 
pulled 10 rebounds and Ja-
michael Fountain collected 
five rebounds.

Carmel is 1-1 and plays 
its home opener tonight, 

hosting Plainfield.
* * *

Hamilton Southeastern 
dropped its Hoosier Cross-
roads Conference opener on 
Friday, falling to Avon 49-
36 at the Orioles’ gym.

The Royals led 13-6 
after one quarter, but Avon 
came back in the second 
period, cutting Southeast-
ern’s lead to 20-19 by half-
time. The Orioles then out-
scored the Royals 11-3 in 
the third quarter and added 
another 19 points in the 
fourth.

Braeden Totten led 
Southeastern with 15 points, 
while Donovan Hamilton 
had seven rebounds and two 
blocked shots. Kam Antho-
ny also made two blocks.

The Royals are 1-2 and 
host Marion tonight.

* * *
Sheridan opened its boys 

basketball season Friday by 
falling to Clinton Prairie 57-
51 in a Hoosier Heartland 

Conference game on the 
road.

The Gophers blasted 
through the first quarter to 
lead 15-2 by the end of the 
period. The Blackhawks 
chipped away at Prairie’s ad-
vantage over the next three 
quarters, but the Gophers 
were able to stay ahead. 

Freshman Trey Page led 
the scoring in his first-ever 

varsity game with 14 points, 
making three 3-pointers 
along the way. Damon Win-
ston added 13 points and 
Trent DeCraene scored 12. 
Tyler Garner collected eight 
rebounds, with Winston 
grabbing five. DeCraene 
dished out seven assists.

Sheridan plays its home 
opener tonight against An-
derson Prep Academy.

CLINTON PRAIRIE 57, SHERIDAN 51
Sheridan	 FG	 FT	 TP	 PF
Trent DeCraene 5-11 0-2 12 2
Tyler Garner 1-4 2-2 4 1
Trey Page 4-10 3-3 14 3
Evan Krupp 0-0 0-0 0 0
Caleb Wright 3-7 2-2 8 5
Damon Winston 5-10 1-1 13 5
Carson Wright 0-2 0-0 0 2
Nate Hinshaw 0-1 0-0 0 0
Totals 18-45 8-10 51 18

Score by Quarters
Clinton Prairie 15 19 12 11 – 57
Sheridan 2 21 15 13 – 51
Sheridan 3-point shooting (7-19) Page 3-7, DeCraene 2-5, Win-
ston 2-5, Cal. Wright 0-1, Car. Wright 0-1.
Sheridan rebounds (21) Garner 8, Winston 5, Page 3, DeCraene 
2, Cal. Wright 2, Car. Wright 1.

AVON 49, HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN 36
Southeastern FG FT TP PF
Donovan Hamilton 2-9 1-10 5 3
Nate Orr 0-7 0-0 0 1
Braeden Totten 4-12 6-10 15 4
Michael Griffith 2-3 1-3 5 5
Kam Anthony 1-1 0-0 2 3
Jack Jacobs 1-2 0-0 3 1
Deion Miles 1-3 0-1 2 1
Callen Okerson 0-1 1-2 1 0
Maverick Young 1-2 0-0 3 1
Kian Kelly 0-0 0-0 0 1
Totals 12-40 9-26 36 20

Score by Quarters
Southeastern 13 7 3 13 – 36
Avon 6 13 11 19 – 49
Southeastern 3-point shooting (3-14) Totten 1-4, Jacobs 1-2, 
Young 1-2, Hamilton 0-3, Orr 0-3.
Southeastern rebounds (29) Hamilton 7, Totten 4, Okerson 4, 
Griffith 4, Miles 2, Anthony 2, Jacobs 1, Orr 1, team 4.

CARMEL 52, LAWRENCE CENTRAL 46
Carmel FG FT TP PF
Alex Couto 6-10 3-3 19 2
Ryan Clevenger 3-9 3-5 10 3
Jamichael Fountain 1-4 0-0 3 3
Evan Harrell 4-9 5-8 13 2
Mitchell Mulloy 0-0 4-4 4 4
Julian Vogt 0-1 3-4 3 0
Aiden Dickerson 0-0 0-0 0 0
Jack Perry 0-0 0-0 0 0
Totals 14-33 18-24 52 14

Score by Quarters
Carmel 12 17 12 11 – 52
Lawrence Central 8 8 14 16 – 46
Carmel 3-point shooting (6-13) Couto 4-7, Fountain 1-4, Cleveng-
er 1-2.
Carmel rebounds (29) Harrell 10, Mulloy 10, Fountain 5, Couto 3, 
Clevenger 1.

Carmel gets first win of season,
Sheridan & Southeastern fall

Thank you for reading The Reporter!

http://wandalyons.com
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=


14 Sports

 • Family Law 
• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 

• Guardianship 
• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

With the For-
mula 1 complet-
ing its final race 
of the season in 
Abu Dhabi last 
Sunday, the (ma-
jor) motorsports 
season has come 
a close. I provide 
a brief wrap-up 
and rating for 
each champion-
ship below:

NASCAR 
Cup Series (A-)

Overall: Much like last 
year, the introduction of the 
NextGen Car has given new 
life to the Cup Series and 
has tightened the competi-
tive advantage to the top-tier 
teams. There were 15 differ-
ent winners over 36 races, 
and eight different race or-
ganizations made the Cup 
Series playoffs. The racing 
on intermediate tracks con-
tinued to impress and fea-
tured wheel-to-wheel action 
and last lap passes for the 
wins. The superspeedway 
racing package was im-
proved, though there is still 
work to be done. The short 
track racing package con-
tinued to suffer, and NA-
SCAR still has a great deal 
of work in order to get short 
track racing back to what 
it was before the NextGen 
Car. Ryan Blaney was ex-
ceptional in the Playoffs and 
deserved to win his first Cup 
Championship. 

Best Moment: Shane 
Van Gisbergen winning on 
the Street of Chicago. 

Driver to Watch: My 
driver to watch next year 
is Ty Gibbs. In his rookie 
season, Ty barely missed 
making the playoffs. He 
was extremely consistent 
the second half of the year 
and showed speed in quali-
fying and during the race. I 
believe he wins a race next 
year and makes it out of the 
first round of the Playoffs. 

Organization to Watch: 
Spire Motorsports. A team 
that we have grown use to 
running at the back made 
tremendous strides this sea-
son. Corey Lajoie finished 
inside the top 25 in points, 
ahead of drivers from 
top-level organizations. 
Spire has made significant 
financial investments over 
the last twelve months. They 
may not win next year, but I 
wouldn’t be surprised to see 
Corey running inside the top 
10 consistently. 

NTT INDYCAR
Series (B)

Overall: The INDY-
CAR Series put on a great 
show last year. Certainly, 
the highlight of the year 
was Josef Newgarden, the 
Oval King, winning his first 
Indianapolis 500 and cele-
brating on the front stretch 
grandstands with the fans. It 
is always awesome when an 
American wins the Indy 500 
but Josef, a two-time series 
champion and fan favorite, 
was spectacular. The other 
story was Alex Palou. After 
a disappointing 2022 sea-
son, Palou put an utter beat-
down on the rest of the field 
for two-thirds of the season, 
winning five times and nev-
er finishing outside of the 
top 10. I was disappoint-
ed by the performance of 
Andretti Autosport, which 
appeared to have speed but 
could not finish out races. 
Likewise, Arrow McLaren 
was lackluster. With the ad-
dition of Alexander Rossi, 

Arrow McLaren 
had a great deal 
of hype. Unfortu-
nately, it could not 
turn the hype into 
victories. 

Best Moment: 
Josef Newgarden 
winning his first 
Indianapolis 500. 

Driver to 
Watch: Although 

not full-time during his 
rookie season, Marcus Arm-
strong was impressive. He 
notched five top 10s in 12 
total starts, running only the 
road/street races in 2023. 
Look for him to have op-
portunities to win in 2024. 
However, he is not my driv-
er to watch. The biggest In-
dyCar debut in years is Kyle 
Larson, who will be run-
ning the Indianapolis 500. 
One of the best all-around 
drivers in motorsports, all 
eyes will be on Kyle Larson 
come May. He is fast in ev-
erything he drives and has a 
shot at winning his first In-
dianapolis 500.  

Team to Watch: Rahal 
Letterman Lanigan Racing. 
After a difficult start to the 
2023 season, and an abso-
lute disastrous Indianapolis 
500, RLL made significant 
progress with Christian 
Lundgaard winning his 
first career INDYCAR race 
and Graham Rahal nearly 
winning the Fall Indy road 
course race. If they continue 
their progress into 2024 and 
fix the problems they had at 
Indy, RLL make a push to 
the front of the field. 

Formula 1
Overall: What can I 

say? Max Verstappen had 
the greatest single season 
in the history of Formula 1. 
Most wins (19); most po-
diums (21); most consecu-
tive wins (10); most points 
(575); most laps led (739); 
highest win percentage (86.4 
percent). Max has proven 
that he is the best Formula 
1 driver in the world. Will 
he do it again? I sure hope 
not! Max’s dominance made 
the season quite boring. Two 
years ago, the FIA set out to 
make the racing more com-
petitive and Red Bull com-
pletely torn down the FIA’s 
plan. I think the other team 
will catch Red Bull, but it 
may not happen before the 
regulations change in 2026.

Best Moment: Max 
Verstappen’s record setting 
10th consecutive win at the 
Italian Grand Prix. 

Driver to Watch: Lan-
do Norris. Lando is quick 
and consistent but does not 
have a Formula 1 win. Giv-
en his talent and race craft, 
he should be a multiple race 
winner. If McLaren ups its 
game in 2024, Lando will be 
on the top step of the podium. 

Team to Watch: Mc-
Laren. McLaren had an aw-
ful start to the 2023 season, 
even missing valuable time 
due to testing. They made 
significant gains toward the 
end the year with Lando 
Norris winning a pole at the 
Sao Paulo GP Sprint. Zac 
Brown has proven to be a 
resourceful leader and right-
ed the ship when he arrived 
at McLaren in 2018. He is 
one step away from turning 
McLaren back into a top-tier 
team. I would not doubt him 
and McLaren in 2024.

Zech Yoder is a local 
resident, an attorney at Ad-
ler Attorneys in Noblesville, 
and a lifelong race fan.

ZECH YODER
Checkers to Wreckers

COLUMNIST

Season recap & rating 

Photos courtesy Landon Denison, NHS Shadow Yearbook
(TOP) Noblesville’s Lulu Van Beek has committed to play softball at Hanover College. (Front row, 
from left) David Van Beek (father), Lulu Van Beek, and Dori Van Beek (mother). (Back row, from 
left) Deke Bullard (Noblesville Softball Head Coach), Devin Van Beek (brother), and Jen Thompson 
(Noblesville Softball Assistant Coach). (ABOVE) Noblesville’s Mackenzie Harvey has committed to 
play softball at Earlham College. (Front frow, from left) Caryn Harvey (mother), Mackenzie Harvey, 
and Josh Harvey (father). (Back row, from left) Jen Thompson (Noblesville Softball Assistant 
Coach), Abby Harvey (sister), and Deke Bullard (Noblesville Softball Head Coach).

Two Miller softball players 
each sign to college teams
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