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Kathy Williams and Hamilton 
County Councilman Mark Hall 
spoke with a group of local 
high school freshmen on Tues-
day about public service, vol-
unteer service, and why both 
were called to serve as elected 
officials. The event was held at 
Beck’s Hybrids Research Center.

What is ACTS?
“A Chance To Serve” 

(ACTS) is a community youth 
leadership program that places 
youth on local boards and com-
mittees after participating in a 
series of five day-long leader-
ship training sessions.

A program of Purdue Exten-
sion Hamilton County, ACTS is 
a two-year commitment for the 
participants. Year 1 is comprised 
of the training sessions. Year 2 
unfolds as youth begin a year of 
service with a local board or or-
ganization.

Purdue Extension Hamilton 
County partners with local com-
munity leaders to provide an 
opportunity for the youth to par-

ticipate and be active members 
on boards and committees. Each 
year freshmen from local high 
schools participate in sessions 
covering leadership topics such 
as communication and consen-

sus building.
At the end of the program 

participants are selected to serve 
on a board in their local com-
munity such as grant commit-
tees, school affiliations, youth 

assistance programs, Purdue 
Extension, food banks, and high 
school foundation boards.

Learn more at extension.
purdue.edu/county/hamilton/
acts.html.
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TodAy’S WeATher
Today: Sunny.

Tonight: Mostly clear evening.
Partly cloudy overnight.

Photo provided by Megan Rathz
The Rathz kids are ready for Christmas!

‘Tis the Season
There is something 

about becoming a par-
ent that makes the holi-
days magical.

When you’re a kid, 
the holidays are mag-
ical just because they 
are filled with so much 
excitement and antic-
ipation. You are bliss-
fully unaware of the 
lengths that your folks 
went to ensure you and your siblings had a 
memorable holiday season. When you’re an 
adult, holidays are magical because you get 
to experience the excitement and anticipa-
tion that you once had as a child through the 
eyes of your own children.

I love this season and the traditions that 
we continue from when I was a little girl, 
but also the new ones we’ve created as a 
family together. 

We are entering the season of baking, 
shopping, special shows, holiday lights, 
traditional meals, Santa, trains, turkeys, 
Christmas pjs, and trees! The holiday sea-
son really starts for our family when we 

Megan Rathz
When Nature Speaks 

COLUMnISt

Sheridan & Adams 
Township form 

joint reorganization 
committee, appoint 

four members
The REPORTER

During their respective meetings last 
week, the Adams Township Advisory Board 
and the Sheridan Town Council formed a 
joint reorganization committee and appoint-
ed members.

The Committee 
to Preserve the Her-
itage and Collective 
Strengths of the Town 
of Sheridan and Adams 
Township Area Com-
munity will develop 
a reorganization plan 
that includes collect-
ing input and making 
recommendations on how both governing 
bodies merge functions.

Under Indiana law, at least two govern-
ment units can agree to explore the benefits 
and efficiencies of reorganization. Part of 
the exploration requires the plan to address 
the fiscal impact and service levels and cre-
ate electoral districts for a new town council.

The Adams Township Advisory Board 
appointed longtime Adams Township resi-
dent Neil Johnson, Advisory Board member 
Floyd Barker, and Adams Township Trust-
ee Michelle Junkins. The Sheridan Town 
Council appointed Adams Township resi-
dent Heidi Kienholz, Sheridan Community 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Dave Mundy, 
and Town Councilors Eric Gifford and Silas 
DeVaney III.

The Committee will hold a project kick-
off meeting at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 29 
at the Sheridan Elementary School cafeteria.

“This is a crucial and incredible time for 
our community, and it is important to share 
information at every step of the process,” 
Dr. Mundy said.

Mundy is chairing the committee and 
encourages attendance by anyone interested 
in learning about the process.

“This meeting is the first of many as the 
committee develops the plan that voters ul-
timately approve,” Mundy said.

Mundy

Photo provided
County Councilman Mark Hall (seated, left) and County Clerk Kathy Williams (seated, 
right) spoke about the value of public service and its importance to a healthy republic.

Two-year program teaches 
next generation of servants

Carmel Christkindlmarkt to welcome 
German artists for this year’s Market

The REPORTER
The Carmel Christkindl-

markt will once again serve as 
host for a variety of German art-
ists in their Werkstatt (“Work-
shop”) for guests to watch at 
work in real time. 

For the first time this year, 
the Market will welcome two 
glassblowers from the world re-
nowned glassblowing commu-
nity in Lauscha, Germany. Falk 
Bauer and Katrin Zapf will be at 
the Market with glassblowing 
demonstrations Dec. 6 to 10. 

“We are thrilled to have 
glassblowers joining our artists 
this year,” Carmel Christkindl-
markt CEO Maria Murphy said. 
“Glassblowing and woodcarv-
ing are such quintessential piec-
es of German artistry, and we 
can’t wait for our guests to see 
these works of art take shape in 
person.”

Artists will be in the Werk-
statt on the following schedule: 
Ringo Müller, Nov. 18 & 19

Ringo Müller is a 
fourth-generation woodturner 
from Seiffen, Saxony. Müller 
Schwibbogen and Christmas 
pyramids from the Erzgebirge 
have been a staple in German 
households and abroad for more 
than a century. 

Markus Wagner, 
Nov. 22 to Dec. 3

 Markus Wagner is the 
last remaining woodcarv-
er at the Oberammergauer 
Schnürlkasperl. His witty cre-
ations and masterful artwork 
come alive as delighted kids and 
adults pull the strings of the be-
loved jumping jacks. Oberam-
mergau is a small village nes-
tled at the foot of the alps and 
famous for its Passionsspiele 
(“passion play”).

Falk Bauer & Katrin Zapf, 
Dec. 6 to 10

 Falk Bauer and Katrin Zapf 
join the Market from the his-

toric glassblowing commu-
nity of Lauscha in Thuringia. 

Photo provided
 Markus Wagner is the last remaining woodcarver at the 
Oberammergauer Schnürlkasperl. See him Nov. 22 to Dec. 3.

Nickel Plate Express ready to debut
inaugural New Year’s Eve masquerade
The REPORTER

Get ready to embark on 
a truly extraordinary New 
Year's Eve experience. Nick-
el Plate Express (NPX) has 
announced its first-ever New 
Year's Eve Train Ride, an en-
chanting event that will trans-
port you from Hobbs Station 
in Noblesville to Earthly En-
dearments in Atlanta, Ind., for 
an evening of opulence and 
merriment.

Departing at 8 p.m. on Dec. 
31, this masquerade-themed 
train ride promises an unfor-
gettable journey through time 
and style. As you step aboard 
NPX’s beautifully restored 
train, you'll be transported 
to an era of elegance and in-
trigue. All passengers are 
encouraged to dress in their 

finest masquerade-themed ap-
parel, adding an extra touch of 
glamour to the night.

Throughout the evening, 
live music from a string quar-
tet will set the perfect tone, 
adding a touch of enchant-
ment to the atmosphere. Lose 
yourself in the melodies and 
rhythms as you embrace the 
joyous spirit of the night. And 
as the clock approaches mid-
night, raise a glass from our 
champagne bar, toasting to the 
arrival of the New Year and 
bidding farewell to the year 
past. Prepare for a breathtak-
ing balloon drop at midnight, 
filling the air with a burst of 
colors and excitement.

This exclusive event has 
limited tickets available, so 
you should secure yours ear-

ly to ensure your spot on this 
unique journey. Don't miss the 
opportunity to celebrate New 
Year's Eve in style and create 

memories that will last a life-
time. For ticket purchase and 
further information, please 
visit NickelPlateexpress.org.

Photo provided by Nickel Plate Express
All passengers are encouraged to dress in their finest 
masquerade-themed apparel, adding a touch of glamour.

See Market . . . Page 2

See Season . . . Page 2
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are watching the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Parade. We 
always enjoy a donut while 
we start preparing the food 
that we are taking to my 
mom’s that day. Our whole 
house is filled with the aro-
ma of my husband’s home-
made noodles. These are a 
hot commodity at our fam-
ily’s Thanksgiving table. 
Speaking of tables, my mom 
puts together the loveliest 
spread with the same pat-
tern of turkey plates that her 
Mema used to use. Nobody 
can decorate a Thanksgiving 
table quite like my mom. 

Every year, my entire 
family goes to see Yuletide 
at the Hilbert Circle Theatre 
in downtown Indianapo-
lis. We always go the first 
weekend of December, and 
it really is the kickoff to the 
Christmas season for my 
family and me. 

We have a whole set of 
things that we always bake 
each year. Unfortunately, 
my son’s anaphylactic reac-
tion to peanuts has put a bit 
of a damper on those buck-
eyes, but you do what you 
must, and we’ve added new 
items to the lineup to make 
up for the fact we cannot 
have peanut butter in our 
home. My personal favor-
ite thing to bake this time of 
year is reindeer crack. My 
husband loves crinkle cook-
ies. The kids love anything 
that is presented to them 
with chocolate or sugar. If it 
has sprinkles, all the better!

We love driving around 
and looking at Christmas 
lights. I love getting the 
kids in their pajamas and 
letting them bring a blanket 
and driving around to see 
the light displays.  We go 
to Starbucks multiple times 
a week this time of year to 
get a red cup and enjoy their 
seasonal offerings.  We also 
love going to Christmas at 
the Zoo. Typically, it is so 
cold that you can barely feel 
your face, but it’s about the 
memories. Bundle up, kid-
dies, and don’t ruin this for 
your mom and dad. We are 

making memories, darn it!
We also love board-

ing the Sullivans Express 
to visit Santa Claus. If you 
haven’t done this before, 
you will not regret it! And 
if you don’t already have 
tickets for it, good luck! My 
kids practice for days on end 
what they’re going to ask 
Santa for when they finally 
get face-to-face with Father 
Christmas. Typically, they 
are all big and bad until they 
see Santa and usually must 
be coaxed into what they 
want to say.

My mom has everyone 
over to her house the week 
before Christmas for our gift 
exchange. Better known as, 
the time when everyone in 
the family gets to watch my 
children open presents as a 
spectator watches a sporting 
event. The number of gifts 
that my children come home 
with between my mom and 
sister at Christmas is some-
thing to behold.

As we inch closer to the 
day of Christmas, we make 
sure we are watching any 
holiday movies that we ha-
ven’t seen yet. We are en-
joying a little too much of 
my husband’s homemade 
hot cocoa mix. The daily at-
tire is pajamas at this point. 
We are all hanging on by a 
thread to make it to the final 
days of work and school, so 
we can enjoy a much-need-
ed time at home together. 

When Christmas Eve 
rolls around, we make our 
crinkle cookies for Santa. 
We go to a beautiful Christ-
mas service at our church, 
then head out to a hibachi 
dinner as a family. Once we 
are home, we put on our pjs 
and listen to my husband 
recite The Night Before 
Christmas. Once he is fin-
ished, we make sure to leave 
our note for Santa along with 
his cookies, and we put the 
kids to bed in their matching 
Christmas pajamas, eagerly 
waiting for Santa’s arrival 
the next morning. 

Christmas morning is a 
mad frenzy of happy chaos. 

The kids are so excited to see 
what Santa brought for them. 
My husband goes down first 
to verify that he came and 
turns on all our lights.  There 
is nothing like walking down 
the steps with two little kids 
about to see what Santa 
brought them for Christmas. 
It is absolute magic.

After we all exchange 
our gifts and spend half 
of the morning opening 
the toys in their ever-so 
thoughtful packaging, we 
hurry up and get ready as 
we host our entire fami-
ly for lunch. My husband 
makes a beef tenderloin that 
would make Gordon Ram-
say cry. Our home is filled 
with laughter, repeated sto-
ries, food, drinks, dogs all 
over the place, and the pitter 
patter of happy feet excit-
edly showing family what 
Santa brought them. Once 

everyone leaves and we get 
the kitchen cleaned up, we 
put on pajamas and enjoy a 
glass of wine on the couch 
while the kids either nap or 
play with their new toys.

I know from now until 
the end of the year is go-
ing to be chaos. I know that 
there will be days when I 
feel over-committed and 
burdened to make this the 
best holiday season ever. I 
know that my parents felt 
this when I was growing up. 
I also know how magical 
this time is and that instead 
of getting too much in the 
weeds of the details, I need 
to pause and take in every 
single magical moment this 
season.

Megan Rathz is a wife, 
mother, and teacher. She 
says everything she has ever 
learned in life came from her 
Master Gardener mother.

Photo provided by Megan Rathz
Pat wasn’t too sure about meeting Santa at first.

Season
from Page 1

Market
from Page 1

No Christmas tree is com-
plete without glass baubles 
and intricate Baumschmuck 
(ornaments) from Lauscha. 
Visitors can also try their 
hand at glassblowing and 
marvel at the delicate detail 
that these artists can coax 
out of molten glass.

Anja Werner, 
Dec. 13 to 19

Anja Werner is an in-
structor at the Kunsthoch-
schule in Schneeberg – the 
region’s most prestigious art 
institute – where she learned 
the art of woodcarving and 
furniture making from the 
old masters. Werner took 
the old-world techniques 
and applied a modern twist 
to create her unique Holzge-
stalten (“wooden shapes”).

Joachim Seitfudem, 
Dec. 20 to 24

 Meet Joachim Seit-
fudem, a prominent sculp-
tor from Bad Kohlgrub, 
Bavaria, and watch him 
transform a plain tree 
stump into a masterpiece. 
Even though Seitfudem 
was raised in a family of 
artists, his talent to create 
meaningful sculptures is 
influenced by his life expe-
riences and travel around 
the world.

The woodworkers will 
be in the Werkstatt to greet 
visitors during the Market’s 
open hours. 

For a full look at the 
Market’s 2023 schedule, 
please visit CarmelChrist-
kindlmarkt.com/schedule.

Photos provided
Glassblowers Falk Bauer (top) and Katrin Zapf 
(above) will be at the Market Dec. 6 to 10.

https://www.tomwoodvolkswagen.com/
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https://www.carmelchristkindlmarkt.com/schedule
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EVERYTHING YOU WANT. ALL IN ONE PLACE.

*To receive a Digital Costco Shop Card, you must provide a valid email address and set up auto renewal of your Costco membership on a Visa® card at the time of sign-up. If you elect not to provide a valid email address 
and sign up for auto renewal, a Digital Costco Shop Card will not be emailed. Valid only for nonmembers for their first year of membership. Limit one per household. Nontransferable and may not be combined with any 
other promotion. New members will receive their Digital Costco Shop Card by email within 2 weeks of sign-up. Costco Shop Cards are not redeemable for cash, except as required by law. A Costco membership is $60 
a year. An Executive Membership is an additional $60 upgrade fee a year. Each membership includes one free Household Card. May be subject to sales tax. Costco accepts all Visa cards, as well as cash, checks, debit/
ATM cards, EBT and Costco Shop Cards. Departments and product selection may vary.
Awareness Code: 23705  ∙  Expires: Dec. 31, 2023  ∙  Valid only at: Noblesville Costco and Costco.com

Special Offer
New members who join and 
enroll in auto renewal of their 
annual membership will receive 
a $30 Digital Costco Shop Card.* 
Expires Dec. 31, 2023.

Noblesville
WE’RE OPENING IN

Tuesday, November 21, at 8 a.m.

Join before we open! 
Sign up at our temporary location.
9460 East 146th St. 
Hours: weekdays, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.;  
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Shop opening day starting at 8 a.m.
14775 North Pointe Blvd.
Noblesville
For location details, visit Costco.com and search: 
Noblesville Opening

MWR000552K3  OD  0823

https://www.costco.com/new-opening-noblesville.html


4 Opinion & News

Carmel’s own Mary McGuire 
given Indiana State University’s  
Distinguished Alumni Award
The REPORTER

Carmel resident Mary 
McGuire was honored by 
Indiana State University 
with its 2023 Distinguished 
Alumni Award at the uni-
versity’s annual President’s 
Dinner last Friday evening. 
The President’s Dinner cel-

ebrates exceptional alumni 
and philanthropy.

The Indiana State Dis-
tinguished Alumni Award 
is presented to those alumni 
who have made significant 
contributions professionally 
and in their local and global 
communities.

Well, the sea-
son for giving is 
nearly upon us. 
The companies 
that sell things 
are telling us so 
– some of them 
have been telling 
us so since Au-
gust and Septem-
ber. It's been like 
this for quite a 
while now. The rush to sell 
things precedes the rush 
to buy things by several 
weeks or months.

Black Friday is today 
– and yesterday, and to-
morrow, and a week from 
today. This seems new. I 
don't recall it being Black 
Friday every day in the re-
cent past. Of course, it used 
to be that Black Friday was 
that magic shopping day on 
the day after Thanksgiving. 
Troops of visiting relatives 

would join their 
in-town relatives 
for planned op-
erations of buy-
ing. The news-
paper was FULL 
of ads for stores 
that opened at 
dawn with outra-
geous prices on 
everything from 
televisions and 

computers to jewelry and 
unmentionables.

On Friday morning, 
after a cup of coffee and 
a sweet roll, the armies 
would descend and stand 
in line to wait for the doors 
to open – often behind the 
people who had spent the 
night in tents to be in the 
front of that line to wait 
for the doors to open. Then 
the doors would open and 
the real challenge began. 
Sometimes – well, often – 

it was mayhem! There were 
fights. There were squab-
bles.

To alleviate this prob-
lem, some stores opened 
on Thanksgiving evening 
and sometimes remained 
open all night. Still, there 
weren't enough cheap TVs 
and jewelry to go around. 
Then – Amazon!

Suddenly you could 
take your chances on the 
stupendously low-priced 
dream gifts by going online 
and clicking away. Every-
thing would arrive at your 
door by carrier – FedEx, 
UPS, and USPS all have a 
piece of the pie. People get 
what they want to give and, 
more importantly, get what 
they want for themselves at 
bargain prices.

Believe me, I under-
stand. The holiday giving 
season is very important to 

merchants – to anyone who 
sells anything that might 
be construed as a gift for 
somebody. It's prime time 
for sales, and selling you 
items that you want to give 
as gifts is coupled with 
fulfillment of what can be 
a very emotional thing for 
folks – getting the right gift 
for each and every person 
on that list and getting it for 
the lowest price possible!

And so it goes. Good 
luck out there and Happy 
Thanksgiving! And Hap-
py Black Friday … all of 
them!

Ken Klingenmeier is 
known in the pages of The 
Reporter for his reviews of 
local theater productions 
in the Greater Indianapolis 
area, which you can read 
on his blog, A Seat on the 
Aisle. He also occasionally 
opines on other topics.

Ken KLIngenMeIeR

COLUMnISt

When Black Friday comes . . .
The REPORTER

The Sheridan First 
Christian Church will hold 
its annual Noodle Dinner on 
Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, at 
the church, located at 107 W. 
3rd St., Sheridan.

The dinner will take 
place from 4:30 to 6 p.m., or 
until 500 meals are served. 
Drive-thru only.

The menu will include 

chicken & noodles or beef 
& noodles, mashed pota-
toes, green beans with ham, 
homemade yeast rolls, and 
cookies.

Cost of the meal is a free-
will offering, and all major 
credit cards will be accepted.

Please note that the 
church will also collect bras, 
cell phones, eyeglasses, and 
shoes.

Sheridan First Christian 
Church invites community 

to annual noodle dinner

Authorities: Tuesday morning fire at IDI 
in Noblesville contained to storage room
By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

A fire Tuesday morning 
sent smoke into downtown 
Noblesville from a manu-
facturer of molding com-
pounds, the city’s fire de-
partment says.

Noblesville Fire Depart-
ment was called shortly after 
11 a.m. to IDI Composites 
International, 407 S. Sev-
enth St. Crews arrived to 
find smoke coming from the 
building along Eighth Street.

The fire was contained 
to a 26-gallon drum in a 
room in a storage area. The 
department says in a news 
release that the fire, which 
was contained to that area, 
was extinguished “a short 
time later.” No information 
about the amount of damage 
was included in the release.

No one was hurt. The 
cause of the fire was not yet 
known Tuesday afternoon.

Because the manufactur-
er has potentially hazardous 

materials, representatives 
of the fire department, the 
Hamilton County Emer-
gency Management Agency 
and the Indiana Department 
of Environmental Manage-

ment remained on site in the 
mid-afternoon.

IdI’s website says the 
business makes thermoset 
molding composites and 
compounds for these indus-

tries: automotive, electric 
and new energy vehicles, 
mass transportation, military, 
electrical, infrastructure, oil 
and gas, construction, safety, 
medical and marine.

Photo provided by Noblesville Fire Department
Noblesville Fire Department was called shortly after 11 a.m. Tuesday to IDI 
Composites International, 407 S. Seventh St.

NOVEMBER
Chamber Luncheon

11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 16
Location: The Bridgewater Club

Pastry with a Planner
8 to 9 a.m., Tuesday, Nov. 28

Location: The Bridgewater Club

Coffee with the Chamber
8 to 9 a.m., Thursday, Nov. 30

Location: The Bridgewater Club

Click here to see a full list of events by the
Westfield Chamber of Commerce and its partners.

Westfield Chamber 
Calendar of Events

Hamilton County 
Reporter

             More News More Sports
. . . and more readers!
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https://facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter
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All Aboard!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds 
and experience of a ride in our 

1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate 

Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board out of Noblesville 
at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY 
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

NickelPlateExpress.com

NickelPlateExpress.com

Reindeer Express  
Enjoy hot cocoa and cookies, listen to holiday 
music, and take pictures as the train chugs 
along its route to a magical holiday experience.

Included in each ticket is a festive cookie, a 
75-minute train ride, and a chance to write a 

letter to Santa. The journey will be even more 
memorable with a special visit from Santa 

Claus himself.

November 11 - December 23

NickelPlateExpress.com

New Year’s Eve 
Masquerade Ball   

Join us for the exclusive New Year’s Eve 
Masquerade Express. Departing from Hobbs 
Station in Noblesville, Indiana on December 
31st at 8 p.m., this one-time only train ride 
promises to be a memorable experience.

December 31

317.770.4400

See you
in the 
parks!
MyHamiltonCountyParks.com

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday November 17
Troye Kinnett

 Reservations Recommended 

Two drop-off sites open now in Hamilton 
County for Operation Christmas Child

The REPORTER
As the Thanksgiving sea-

son approaches, many fami-
lies and children are giving 
thanks for all their blessings 
and sharing those blessings 
with children in need by 
packing shoeboxes with Op-
eration Christmas Child. 

Shoebox gifts prepared 
by generous donors and 
filled with toys, personal 
care items, and school sup-
plies may be dropped off 
now during National Col-
lection Week, Nov. 13 to 20. 
More than 4,500 drop-off 
sites are now open, includ-
ing at three locations in or 
near Hamilton County:

• Crossroads Church of 
Westfield: 19201 Grassy 
Branch Road, Westfield

• Grace Church: 12450 

Olio Road, Fishers
• Heritage Christian 

School: 6401 E. 75th St., In-
dianapolis

Click here to 
view more loca-
tions and hours. 
You can search 
by ZIP code, and 
signs at each lo-
cation will iden-
tify the drop-off point.

Operation Christmas 
Child has been collecting 
and delivering shoebox 
gifts to children worldwide 
for three decades. In 2023, 
Operation Christmas Child 
hopes to collect enough 
shoeboxes to reach anoth-
er 11 million children. This 
season, there’s still time for 
individuals, families, and 
groups to transform emp-

ty shoeboxes into fun gifts. 
The project of Samaritan’s 
Purse partners with local 
churches across the globe 

to deliver these 
tangible expres-
sions of God’s 
love to children 
in need. Click 
here for a step-
by-step guide on 

the How to Pack a Shoebox.
“This season, children 

around the world need a 
tangible reminder that there 
is hope and that God loves 
them,” Samaritan’s Purse 
President Franklin Graham 
said. “Through these shoe-
box gifts packed with spe-
cial items, children also re-
ceive the opportunity to hear 
about the eternal hope found 
in Jesus Christ.”

About Operation 
Christmas Child

Operation Christmas 
Child, a project of Samari-
tan's Purse, seeks to demon-
strate God’s love in a tangi-
ble way to children in need 
around the world and, to-
gether with the local church 
worldwide, to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. Since 
1993, Operation Christmas 
Child has collected and de-
livered more than 209 mil-
lion gift-filled shoeboxes to 
children in more than 170 
countries and territories. 
This year, Operation Christ-
mas Child will celebrate its 
30th year of ministry.

Learn more at Samar-
i tansPurse .org /what-
we-do/operation-christ-
mas-child.

The REPORTER
Scott Willis, May-

or-elect of Westfield, has 
selected Jenell Fairman to 
be his Economic Develop-
ment Director.

“Jenell Fairman brings 
an abundance of experience 
to this role,” Willis said. 
“She is a highly-skilled 
engineer with an extensive 
background in commercial 
real estate, property devel-
opment, project and design 
management, financing, 
and bid processes. I am 
grateful and thrilled to have 
her joining my team.”

As Economic Devel-
opment Director, Fairman 
will focus on quality, sus-
tainability, and community 
connectivity in Westfield. 

This includes fostering eco-
nomic growth, job creation, 
and a better quality of life 
with the goal of creating a 
diverse and resilient local 
economy.

“I am thrilled to be join-
ing the City of Westfield to 
support Mayor-Elect Wil-
lis and the rest of the new 
administration in the con-
tinued economic growth of 
Westfield,” Fairman said. 
“This role provides a great 
opportunity to combine my 
redevelopment experience 
at the City of Carmel with 
my engineering consulting 
background. Building on the 
walkability of the Westfield 
downtown master plan, con-
venient access to US 31 and 
the tourism draw of Grand 

Park, the West-
field community 
can expect to see 
an updated eco-
nomic develop-
ment plan focused 
on a variety of 
housing options, 
hospitality, high 
tech industrial, 
and commercial 
investments.”

As mentioned frequently 
on the campaign trail, smart 
economic development was 
at the forefront of Willis' 
conversations with voters. 
As such, Willis said it was 
important to him – and the 
rest of his transition team 
– to ensure the position of 
Economic Development Di-
rector was filled by a high-

ly-skilled individual with 
well-rounded competencies 
who could hit the ground 
running immediately.

Fairman currently 
serves as Deputy Director 
of Redevelopment for the 
City of Carmel and will be-
gin this new role with the 
City of Westfield on Jan. 
1, 2024, when Willis takes 
office.

Willis Fairman

Westfield Mayor-elect Scott
Willis names Jenell Fairman as
economic development director

By WALT THACKER
HCAA President

Did you know that the 
Hamilton County Artists’ 
Association (known as the 
HCAA) was established in 
1950 and is the only juried-in 
artist association in Hamil-
ton County?

We currently have around 
40 fantabulous artist mem-
bers, each with their own 
styles. We have oil painters, 
watercolorists, pastels, and 
photographers. We range 
from realism, impressionism, 
abstracts, and surrealism. 
Our mission is to provide 
opportunities for artist devel-
opment, fellowship, and art 
appreciation to our members 
and to the community.

In 2006, we were granted 
the use of the historic First 
Baptist Church building built 

in the late 1880s located at 
195 S. 5th St., Noblesville. 
After much remodeling, re-
furbishment, and updating 
we own this building. Here is 
where we conduct our busi-
ness, maintain a gallery, pro-
vide lessons, among other 
things. Our building is a real 
jewel here in Noblesville.

We also reach out into 
the county with satellite ex-
hibits. Our latest was our 
Annual Exhibit at the Carm-
el Library in late September. 
We also work and coordinate 
with the Fishers Arts Council 
and Noblesville Creates, pre-
viously known as the Nickel 
Plate Arts. 

After Thanksgiving, we 
are participating with No-
blesville's Small Business 
Saturday, which will be Nov. 
25. We will be downtown on 
the Square in the South Al-

ley along Conner Street with 
a pop-up exhibit in the Com-
munity Room from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

On hand will be fine art, 
prints, holiday cards, and 

other unique items. Come 
meet your local artists and 
make the most out of your 
day.

Learn more at hcaa-in.
org.

Photo provided
The historic First Baptist Church building on 5th 
Street in Noblesville is the home of the Hamilton 
County Artists’ Association.

Getting to know your county’s 
only juried-in artist association

Home of Indiana pork festival 
pigs out on McRib’s return

By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

The home of a central 
Indiana pork festival for 
more than 50 years had a 
celebration Friday for the 
return of the Mcrib sand-
wich.

Mcdonald’s an-
nounced earlier in the week 
that its seasoned, bone-
less pork patty with BBQ 
sauce, slivered onions and 
dill pickles on a bun would 
return “for a limited time” 
starting Saturday in Indiana 
and southwest Michigan.

The Indiana Pork Pro-
ducers Association hosted 
Friday’s fun at the city’s 
McDonald’s restaurant. 
Democrat Mayor Tom 
Dolezal joined a City Coun-
cil member, a hog farmer, 
and the local restaurant’s 
owner/operator for a cere-
monial “first bite.”

A news release from 
McDonald’s said that the 
restaurant chain purchases 
nearly $30 million worth 
of products from Indiana 
farmers, including 13 mil-

lion pounds of pork.
The 520-calorie sand-

wich and plus McRib mer-
chandise last appeared on 
menus a year ago as a “fare-
well tour,” with promoters 

noting it would not be sold 
again nationally for a while 
after November 2022.

The 2023 Tipton Coun-
ty Pork Festival happened 
Sept. 7 to 9.

Photo provided by McDonald’s
(From left) Rick Chandler of the Tipton City Council; Tipton Mayor Tom Dolezal; 
Adam Salsbery, a Howard County hog farmer; and Blake Kosanovich, owner/
operator of the Tipton McDonald’s restaurant enjoy McRib sandwiches on Nov. 10.
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November 16, 17, & 18, 2023 at 7:00 PM
November 18 at 2:00 PM

Noblesville High School Auditorium

Orchestration by Danny Troob | Music Adaptation and Arrangements by David Chase
New Book by Douglas Carter Beane | Original Book by Oscar Hammerstein II  

CINDERELLA is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of The Rogers and Hammerstein Organization 

Music by Richard Rogers 
Lyrics By Oscar Hammerstein II 

Signature Sponsor 

Poster Design by NHS Junior Mia Feigel 

Rogers + Hammerstein’s

Ticket Link

info at noblesvillechoirs.org

November 17 & 18, 2023 
ENTRY:  
$135 Cash at the Door

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS:
Receive a discount on your Buy-in  
for reserving your seat early. Details  
and registration at lionspoker.org.

GUARANTEED:

Hamilton County Fairgrounds   
2000 Pleasant St. Noblesville, IN

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO CHARITY

Approved by the state of Indiana Charity Gamimg Division Permit #011908

Over $25,000 in Prizes!
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E p i l o g u e 
Players opens its 
2023-24 season 
with A Month of 
Sundays by Brit-
ish television 
writer Bob Lar-
bey.

Directed by 
Kathleen Clark 
Horrigan, the 
bitter-sweet sto-
ry takes place in the re-
tirement home room of 
John Cooper, a septuage-
narian of limited strength 
who spends his days in 
his smallish quarters flirt-
ing with his nurse, turning 
down his meals, irritating 
the cleaning lady, chatting 
with his closest friend, 
dreading the monthly vis-
its of his daughter, and 
keeping track of the vari-
ous stages of dementia in 
the other residents.

Oh – and he pees a lot.
All this is relayed 

with a nice mix of funny 
one-liners and some very 
emotional scenes, all of 
which portray the end-life 
of a good man with an apt 
observation of many of 
aging's struggles.

Ed Mobley navigates 
the role of Cooper with 
measured parlance and 
a fine conveyance of his 
stage of life. The sympa-
thetic and quiet portrayal 
shows a man who is trou-
bled by what is happening 
to him, but who proceeds 
with the steadfastness of 
his military background. 
Lots of Cooper's thoughts 
about life are conveyed 
as internal monologue – 
chirping away to himself 

about any and 
all matters. Mo-
bley does a good 
job with the role, 
which is dia-
logue-heavy and 
very emotional 
at times.

C h r i s a n n 
Taylor plays 
young Nurse 
Wilson, a friend-

ly and smart caregiver 
who loves all her patients. 
Ms. Taylor is sweet and 
tender as she looks after 
Cooper with daughter-like 
concern. Her very emotive 
lament of a troubled pa-
tient is quite well done.

Ron Pittman takes 
the role of Cooper's good 
friend and fellow resident 
Aylott and creates a rather 
interesting character full 
of elderly quirks. The duo 
visits daily and they have 
a routine of mannerisms 
which defines their friend-
ship. Pittman is just right 
as the familiar buddy and 
works through a very dif-
ficult and climactic scene 
with energy and emotion.

Cooper's daughter Ju-
lia and her husband Peter 
are offered by Amanda 
Archer and Albert Lahr-
man. Their monthly vis-
its are uncomfortable and 
effort-filled, and this pair 
of actors makes this well 
obvious. A turning point 
scene is nicely done, ad-
dressing difficulties in the 
father-daughter relation-
ship. Susan Yeaw makes 
the role of cleaning lady 
Mrs. Baker something 
special, providing a real-
istic showing of a busy, 

no-nonsense lady, who 
none-the-less finds con-
nection with Cooper.

The show is presented 
on a detailed set by Gale 
Sturm, with costuming by 
Curt Pickard and wigs by 
Tina Pulliam.

A Month of Sundays is 
an homage to aging with 
many displays of what 
it's like to reach the tough 
“golden” years – very 
relatable to folks of my 
age. Director Horrigan 
has ensured that her cast 
members understand these 
difficulties and the show 
contains some frank truths. 
Very moving at times and 
very funny at others – it is 
a solid production, about 
which I can only convey 
a single criticism: in my 
opinion, it's too long.

Two hours and for-
ty-five minutes (includ-
ing the 15-minute inter-
mission) is lengthy for a 
modern production. I feel 
perhaps that the crew trad-
ed portraying a strained 
language pattern – the 
manner in which elders 

search for the right word 
or thought with pauses 
and gaps – for proper pac-
ing. Many scenes languish 
in these realistic traits of 
“senior speech” which is 
one cause for the lengthy 
show. Other scenes are 
merely slow-paced. Can 
this be remedied? I'm not 
certain, but I believe that it 
would be good to address 
the matter. 

Bottom line: The ac-
tors' efforts produce a 
thoughtful and empathetic 
look at the problems and 
circumstances which ag-
ing may bring. There are 
a lot of laughs and some 
very tender moments in a 
show I'd recommend for 
all ages.

A Month of Sundays 
continues at Epilogue 
Players' theatre at 19th and 
Alabama through Sunday, 
Nov. 19. For more infor-
mation about dates, times 
and reservations go to ep-
iloguePlayers.com.

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.

Ken KLIngenMeIeR
A Seat on the Aisle

COLUMnISt

Photo provided by Epilogue Players
Ron Pittman as Aylott with Ed Mobley as Cooper.

A Month of Sundays is long,
but well worth time it takes

By STU CLAMPITT
news@readthereporter.com

Indianapolis Opera (IO) 
is putting the life of a jazz 
icon on stage next spring 
when they stage the Indiana 
debut of Charlie Parker’s 
Yardbird at a venue with 
deep historical ties to Park-
er’s life and time.

IO General Director Da-
vid Starkey told The Report-
er Charlie Parker’s Yardbird 
is the most prolific black 
opera of the 21st century so 
far. The show was original-
ly debuted in 2015 at Opera 
Philadelphia.

“It was originally writ-
ten for two of the biggest 
African American opera 
superstars, Angela Brown 
and Larry Brownlee, both 
Indiana University gradu-
ates,” Starkey said. “An-
gela Brown is obviously a 
native in Indianapolis who 
lives here full time. She is 
our [IO’s] artistic cultural 
ambassador on staff. This 
is a passion project for all 
of us to debut that show 
here. Angela's going to be 
reprising the role of Addie 
Parker, who was the moth-
er of Charlie. She's going to 
be bringing her most pres-
tigious success to the stage 
and an all-star international 
cast of the best singers in the 
world that have done this 
show coming together.”

The show will stage at 
Madam Walker Theater, 617 
Indiana Ave., Indianapolis, 
a location where Charlie 
Walker and Dizzy Gillespie 
both played. 

“They would slide out 

of Chicago and test shows 
down here,” Starkey said. 
“This this is actually the first 
theater in Indiana that this 
show will be in. That is a 
location that Charlie Parker 
actually performed in. It's 
historic. It's relevant. It is a 
mostly black cast in a show 
on one of the most prolific 
black artists of the 20th cen-
tury. And there is a story that 
is very poignant to our com-
munity.”

Charlie Parker’s Yard-
bird is a one-act opera fea-
turing roles based on Char-
lie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie, 
Pannonica de Koenig-
swarter, Chan Parker, and 
Charlie Parker's wives and 
mother.

“I think I think the audi-
ence in Hamilton County is 
going to just be so attracted 
to this because of that his-
torical component that is 
very unique to Indiana and 
Indianapolis,” Starkey said. 
“I think Hamilton County 
has a great deal of people 
who love the history of the 
central part of the state. 
And I love the interest that 
they've shown in historical 
musical acts and entertain-
ment that that are pretty so-
phisticated. I love that that 
is really growing mightily 
in the Hamilton County 
market.”

Charlie Parker’s Yard-
bird will stage at Madam 
Walker Theater next March. 
Keep reading The Reporter 
for updates and interviews 
as details become available. 
You can buy tickets now on-
line at indyopera.org/yard-
bird.html.

Jazz history comes
to life on stage in
spring Indy opera

Adult charges filed against teen in Grand Park parking lot shooting
By BRADY GIBSON & 
MICHAELA SPRINGER
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

The Hamilton County 
prosecutor has filed adult 
criminal charges against the 
teen suspected in a shooting 
on the Grand Park campus 
in Westfield.

Prosecutor Greg Gar-
rison filed charges that 
included three counts of 
attempted murder against 
Elijah Preston Earl, 17.

Earl was scheduled to 
appear before a judge in 
Hamilton County on Mon-
day afternoon.

Earl was arrested on 
Nov. 8 in connection with 
the shooting incident. The 
shooting happened just be-
fore 6:30 p.m. on Nov. 5 

outside the Pacers Athletic 
Center in Westfield.

Investigators have pre-
viously told News 8 that an 
altercation happened after a 
basketball game inside the 
facility. 

Police said a juvenile 
then followed a coach to 
his vehicle and fired three 
rounds in the direction of 
the coach’s car as it drove 
away. 

The shots fired caused 
damage to four other vehi-
cles. The coach’s truck was 
not struck by any of the 
gunfire, court documents 
say. 

Court documents ob-
tained by News 8 say that 
investigators, after speaking 
with the coach, learned that 
during the game, there was 

tension between the two 
teams. After the game end-
ed, the coach told officers he 
continued to notice tension 
and was going to wait for 
the opposing team to leave 
the complex before leaving 
with his family. 

The coach told police 
that when he noticed the 
other team wasn’t leaving 
after some time, he left with 
his family. 

He then says that when 
he got out to his truck, a 
white GMC Sierra, three 
people came out of the com-
plex after him, court docu-
ments say. He described 
them to investigators as 
two members of the oppos-
ing team and Earl, who the 
coach saw sitting with his 
wife at the score table. 

The coach described 
Earl as “walking with his 
hands by his waist, and he 
hurried into his vehicle with 
his family.” He also told in-
vestigators a “minor verbal 
altercation” occurred when 
he tried to tell Earl and the 
other two players that “he 
was just trying to leave,” 
court papers say. 

The coach told investi-
gators that as he got into his 
truck, he saw the three peo-
ple duck behind some cars 
before gunshots rang out 
through the parking lot. He 
told police he “immediately 
exited the parking lot and 
left the area.” 

The coach’s wife later 
told investigators that she 
believed the three kids were 
possibly targeting her son. 

Investigators later re-
viewed security camera 
footage from inside the ath-
letic center. Minutes before 
the shooting, the coach and 
his family can be seen leav-
ing the gym. Shortly after, 
Earl is seen leaving the ath-
letic center, as well. 

Court documents say 
that at 6:28 p.m., “a sound 
resembling gunshots can 
be possibly heard three or 
four times” from the foot-
age. Immediately after this, 
multiple juveniles and other 
people can be seen running 
inside the gym, one yelling 

the coach’s name. 
“Within the same min-

ute, (Earl) can be seen enter-
ing the Pacers Athletic Cen-
ter with a female and two 
other black males, holding 
his waistband. These indi-
viduals can be heard laugh-
ing as they go inside,” court 
documents say. 

Investigators later inter-
viewed Earl and his father 
on Nov. 7. Earl’s father said 
during the interview that 
another one of his sons was 
“getting into it” with the 
coach’s son. He told detec-
tives that the tensions were 
high, and toward the end, 
the boys “were told to sit the 
bench after being separated 
by a referee.” 

After the game, he let 
his sons go to the car while 
he spoke with other parents, 
court documents say. Short-
ly after, his sons ran back in-
side the gym, saying some-
one was shooting outside. 

Earl then spoke with in-
vestigators. He corroborated 
his father’s statement, espe-
cially on the tension between 
the coach’s son and his 
brother. When Earl and his 
brothers went outside, court 
documents say, the coach 
allegedly used expletives to 
tell the boys to stay away. 

Earl said that he and his 
brothers moved between 
cars to avoid interacting 

with the coach, and then 
as the coach was getting in 
his truck, he heard multiple 
gunshots go off. 

Court documents say 
Earl didn’t see who was 
shooting the gun. Investiga-
tors told Earl that multiple 
witnesses placed him as the 
person firing shots toward 
the coach. Earl and his fa-
ther both said that they did 
not own guns. 

Investigators showed 
Earl pictures of him found 
on social media which 
showed him carrying guns. 
Earl and his father then 
said that Earl was charged 
with illegally possessing a 
handgun while they lived in 
Atlanta. Earl continued to 
say that he currently did not 
own any guns and had no 
explanation why witnesses 
identified him as the shoot-
er, court documents say. 

Detectives then in-
formed Earl that based on 
investigators’ findings at the 
scene, Earl’s description of 
the coach shooting toward 
him would not line up with 
where shell casings and bul-
lets were found. Earl then 
agreed to the detective’s of-
fer to speak with a lawyer. 

Investigators later 
searched Earl’s home and 
located two handguns. 

No one was injured in 
the shooting.
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Tract 1: 19+/- Acres  

Tract 2: 16.5+/- Acres

Tract 3: 16.5+/- Acres 

Tract 4: 15+/- Acres

Tract 5: 28.5+/- Acres

Auctioneer: Russell D. Harmeyer IN Auct. Lic. #AU10000277,HRES IN 
Auct Lic.#AC69200019, HLS# JRB-12959, Farm: Hunter & Mills Farm

800.424.2324 |  halderman.com

PROPERTY LOCATION:  
Approx. 23225 Cammack Road 
Cicero, IN 46034  

total 
acres95.5+/- 

John Bechman: 765.404.0396 . Sam Clark: 317.442.0251

Jim Clark: 765.659.4841 

A uctionA uction
ONLINE at halderman.com

Wednesday, November 29 th,  2:00 pm - 6:00 pm ET

EXCELLENT TILLABLE & WOODED LAND  |     GREAT LOCATION   
INDIANA  |      JACKSON TWP, HAMILTON CO       

5 TRACTS

Photos provided by Community First Bank of Indiana
On Friday, associates with Community First Bank of Indiana served Veterans from Noblesville, Fishers, and Westfield by doing yard work, cleaning 
gutters, washing windows, and assisting in a Veterans Day program honoring local Veterans in Fishers.

Community First Bank serves local veterans

The REPORTER
OneZone Chamber of 

Commerce has announced 
Vanessa Sinders, Presi-
dent & CEO of the Indiana 
Chamber of Commerce, as 
speaker of the December 
Eggs & Issues and the An-
nual Meeting.

Attendees will get a 
chance to meet Sinders and 
hear more about her back-
ground as she begins her 
new role as President & 
CEO of the Indiana Cham-
ber of Commerce. She spent 
20 years in Washington, 
D.C., at the center of poli-
tics. She held high-profile 
positions on Capitol Hill, 
including chief of staff for 
then-U.S. Senator Scott 
Brown of Massachusetts 
and policy director for for-
mer U.S. Senator Judd 
Gregg of New Hampshire. 
Additionally, she was chief 
of staff for the “Campaign 

to Fix the Debt,” 
a nonpartisan is-
sue-based coali-
tion advocating 
for better national 
fiscal policies.

T h e r e , 
Sinders oversaw 
the implementa-
tion of the cam-
paign’s strategy 
and directed the activities 
for its 45-person staff. She 
served as senior vice presi-
dent for government affairs 
at Charter Communica-
tions/Spectrum, a Fortune 
100 cable and broadband 
company. She was respon-
sible for directing the com-
pany’s strategic policy and 
political engagement with 
Congress and the White 
House, as well as manag-
ing a seven-person internal 
team and 15 external con-
sulting firms.

Sinders came to Charter 

after a four-year 
stint as senior 
vice president 
and department 
head for govern-
ment affairs at the 
American Hotel & 
Lodging Associa-
tion. In that capac-
ity, she oversaw 
the association’s 

advocacy work at the fed-
eral, state, and local levels, 
and managed the 10-person 
government affairs team.

This event will be held 
from 8 to 9 a.m. on Fri-
day, Dec. 8 at FORUM 
Events Center, 11313 USA 
Pkwy., Fishers. Members 
and non-members are in-
vited to attend. The cost for 
members is $30 and $40 for 
non-members.

Reservations can be 
made at oneZoneCham-
ber.com or by calling (317) 
436-4653.

OneZone Chamber to
welcome Vanessa Sinders
as Eggs & Issues speaker

Sinders

The REPORTER
Under the direction of 

Gregory Hancock Dance 
Theatre (GHDT), this stu-
dent production of The Nut-
cracker will be performed at 
The Florence at The Acad-
emy of GHDT, 329 Gradle 
Drive, Carmel, weekends, 
Dec. 1 to 10.

For the first time, 
GHDT will present a newly 
re-imagined production of 
this contemporary version 
of the holiday classic in an 
up-close and personal set-
ting at The Florence The-
atre. 

It will feature the tal-
ented dancers of G2, the 
pre-professional company 
of GHDT, students from 
The Academy of GHDT, 
and other young student 
dancers who will fill the 
stage with color and excite-

ment. The Nutcracker fol-
lows the same overall story 
line as the classical version 
but is unique with a modern 
twist. This enchanted pro-
duction portrays homeless 
orphans who discover the 
true meaning of the season 
through the gift and giving 
spirit of a homeless person. 

“This is a year of firsts 
for the production,” Execu-
tive Artistic Director Grego-
ry Hancock. “The lead role 
will now be Klara/Klarence. 
Twins Violet and Vincent 
Kitchen will each dance the 
role as well as dancing the 
role together in selected per-
formances. It is a unique and 
moving version of a beauti-
ful story.”

Three graduating high 
school seniors and students 
of The Academy of GHDT, 
Audrey Holloway, Hillary 

Riley, and Audrey Springer, 
will dance the roles of The 
Sugar Plum Fairy and The 
Nutcracker throughout the 
series of performances. 

GHDT’s The Nutcrack-
er presents a wide range of 
world and cultural music 
and is a holiday family fa-
vorite. Add joy and cheer to 
your season and experience 
the magic of GHDT’s The 
Nutcracker.

Only a few tickets re-
main, so get your tickets 
right now at eventbrite.
com. Tickets are $25 for 
adults and $15 for students.

GHDT is the resident 
professional dance compa-
ny at The Tarkington at The 
Center for the Performing 
Arts in Carmel.

For information about 
GHDT, visit GregoryHan-
cockdanceTheatre.org. 

The Nutcracker to stage soon 
at The Academy of Gregory 

Hancock Dance Theatre

http://www.halderman.com
https://www.radiancedance.org/
http://www.onezonechamber.com/
http://www.onezonechamber.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ghdts-the-nutcracker-2023-tickets-721202505107
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ghdts-the-nutcracker-2023-tickets-721202505107
http://www.gregoryhancockdancetheatre.org/
http://www.gregoryhancockdancetheatre.org/
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MeeTING NoTICe
Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a) The Hamilton County Board of Commissioners 

and the Hamilton County Council will meet on Monday, November 27, 2023 
at 3:00 p.m. in Conference Room 1A in the Hamilton County Government and 
Judicial Center, One Hamilton County Square Noblesville, Indiana 46060 and 
virtually to discuss county business.  This meeting will be available via Teams by 
dialing 1-219-225-8177 using Conference ID# 222 187 672 401

/s/ Robin M. Mills
Hamilton County Auditor

R3414 11/15/23, 11/20/23

— County —

Meeting Notices
The Noblesville Firefighter 

Merit Commission will meet in 
an Executive Session at 4 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, pur-
suant to IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(9) To 
discuss a job performance evalua-
tion of individual employees.

The regular meeting of the Fire-
fighter Merit Commission has been 
changed to 4:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Nov. 15, 2023, in the court-
room of the Public Safety Building, 
135 S. 9th St., Noblesville.

The Noblesville Police Merit 
Commission meeting scheduled 
for 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 
2023, has been canceled.

The Sheridan Community 
Schools Board of Trustees will 
hold a public ratification meeting 
at 5 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 16, 
2023, at Sheridan Middle School, 
Central Office, 3030 W. 246th St., 
Sheridan.

Public comment will be taken at 
the meeting pursuant to IC 20-29-
6-19(c). This meeting will be live 
streamed on YouTube on the Sher-
idan Community Schools channel.

Send Meeting notices to:  
news@ReadtheReporter.com

20-year-old Westfield 
man charged with 
sexual assault of 
13-year-old girl

By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

A 20-year-old Westfield 
man was formally charged 
Monday with child-sex of-
fenses in connec-
tion to a sexual 
assault reported 
in December at 
Grand Park Sports 
Campus, court 
documents show.

The 13-year-
old girl had told 
her mother she’d 
met a man on 
Snapchat, and that 
he’d forced the girl to have 
sex in the back of his vehi-
cle. That led the mother and 
her daughter to meet with a 
Westfield Police Department 
detective, who later inter-
viewed the girl.

A news release issued 
Monday afternoon from 
Westfield Police Depart-
ment said, “The victim met 
the suspect on Snapchat 
and his identity was un-
known. After a lengthy and 

thorough investigation the 
suspect was determined to 
be a 20-year-old male from 
Westfield, Indiana.”

Benjamin Owen Rollo 
was charged Monday after-

noon in Hamilton 
Superior Court 1 
with three felony 
counts of child 
molesting, two 
felony counts of 
sexual miscon-
duct with a minor, 
and two felony 
counts of posses-
sion of child por-

nography.
The girl had told the de-

tective that Rollo on Dec. 3 
had driven them to a park-
ing lot at Grand Park Sports 
Campus to have sex. The girl 
also shared information from 
other incidents with Rollo.

Rollo remained in the 
Hamilton County jail on 
Monday afternoon. Online 
court documents did not 
show any bail set for Rollo 
during his Monday after-
noon court hearing.

rollo

Duke Energy working to protect
customers from utility scams

The REPORTER
Threatening phone 

calls, fake webpages and 
bogus QR codes are among 
the growing list of tactics 
used by scammers. While 
the methods may differ, the 
motive is always the same, 
which is to deprive custom-
ers of their money or per-
sonal information.

These expanding and 
increasingly sophisticat-
ed scam methods are why 
Duke Energy is partnering 
with utilities across North 
America to highlight Utility 
Scam Awareness Day today, 
Wednesday, Nov. 15.

Recognized annually, 
Utility Scam Awareness 
Day was created by Utili-
ties United Against Scams 
(UUAS), a consortium of 
more than 150 electric, wa-

ter, and natural gas com-
panies and their respective 
trade associations.

In recent years, utilities 
have seen increased reports 
of their customers being 
contacted by scammers 
who pose as utility work-
ers in an attempt to access 
their financial information 
or to obtain immediate pay-
ment by threatening service 
interruptions. These are 
known as utility impostor 
scams. The theme of this 
year’s campaign is “Screen 
the Search,” which reflects 
the rise in utility impos-
tor scams through digital 
methods, including search 
engine-related scams.

So far in 2023, more 
than 400 scam attempts 
have been reported in Indi-
ana to Duke Energy. 

In response to scam-
mers targeting customers 
and calls received from 
concerned customers, Duke 
Energy launched the Scam 
reporting Tool in March 
2023. This tool allows cus-
tomers to share their expe-
rience regarding attempted 
scams, with the information 
provided being used to help 
protect other Duke Energy 
customers.

“Just like the scammers 
who are constantly adapt-
ing, we must do so as well 
to protect our customers,” 
said Larry Hatcher, Duke 
Energy’s senior vice pres-
ident for Customer Expe-
rience and Services. “The 
information we receive 
from our peer utilities, our 
call centers and online tool 
is vital in detecting rising 
trends and new techniques 
of those looking to scam 
our customers.” 

Duke Energy will always 
offer a variety of ways to 
pay a bill, including online 
payments, phone payments, 
automatic bank drafts, mail 
or in person. 

Duke Energy will never:
• Specify how customers 

should make a bill payment.
• Threaten immediate 

service interruption. Cus-
tomers with past-due ac-
counts receive multiple 
advance notices, typically 
by mail and in their regular 
monthly bill. 

• Ask for personal in-
formation or credit or deb-
it card numbers over the 

phone, by email or in person 
– for either a payment or a 
refund.

If you need to make 
a payment online or via 
phone, refer to your most re-
cent energy bill for the com-
pany website and contact 
information. Duke Energy 
customers are encouraged to 
download the Duke Energy 
app in the Apple or Google 
Play store for added security 
and convenience. 
Know what to look for

• Threat to disconnect 
– Scammers often threat-
en immediate service dis-
connections. They ask for 
personal information or de-
mand payment to prevent 
service interruptions.

• request for immedi-
ate payment – Scammers 
may instruct customers to 
make payments via prepaid 
cards, digital payment apps, 
cryptocurrencies or direct 
transactions with banking 
institutions. Duke Energy 
does not accept payments 
through the Cash App, 
Venmo or Zelle apps. (Cus-
tomers can make payments 
directly via Duke Energy’s 
website, duke-energy.com, 
or mobile app.)

• Promise of a refund 
or discount – Scammers 
prey on households with 
tight budgets. They will in-
form customers of impend-
ing refunds due to overpaid 
utility bills; however, they 
need banking information 

Supporting Grace Care
Center’s Christmas Store:
what to give & how to help
Submitted by 
Grace Church

The holiday season is 
about to get merrier with the 
Grace Care Center's Christ-
mas Store, and we're calling 
on our community to come 
together to make it truly 
special for families in need. 
Here's what you can do to 
spread joy.
What's needed most?

The most popular items 
for the Christmas Store are 
toys and gifts for children. 
However, we also under-
stand that many families 
have teenagers in the house-
hold. To ensure a thoughtful 
gift for a teenager, we rec-
ommend purchasing a Thrift 
Store Gift Card, which can 
be purchased in increments 
of $10. This gift card em-
powers teenagers to choose 
clothing or household goods 
that they truly need.

How can you make 
a difference?

There are two key ways 
to support the Christmas 

Store and make a difference 
in the lives of families in 
need.
1) 'Purchase' specific gifts.

You can 'purchase' (i.e., 
donate money for) specific 
gifts in our online store. Our 
Care Center staff will use 
these donations to buy the 
items, which will be given 
away at the in-person shop-
ping experience in Decem-
ber. This ensures that your 
generosity directly impacts 
the children and families we 
serve.

2) Donate money 
with 'Shop for Me.'
The 'Shop for Me' item 

in our online store allows 
you to donate money in in-
crements of $10, $50, or 
$100. These funds will be 
used to purchase the most 
needed items for the Christ-
mas Store. It's a hassle-free 
and effective way to support 
the cause.

Can I simply donate 
money? Absolutely! If you 
prefer to make a monetary 

donation, the 'Shop for Me' 
item in the online store is 
the best way to do so. You 
can choose to donate in in-
crements of $10, $50, or 
$100, and these funds will 
be utilized to purchase gifts 
that will fill the store with 
warmth and joy.

Do I have to purchase 
gifts myself? No need to 
worry about shopping for 
specific gifts. The online 
store is a platform for do-
nating money to support 
the Christmas Store. You're 
making a meaningful contri-
bution that allows our Care 
Center staff to select and 
purchase the exact items 
that families in need will 
have the pleasure of choos-
ing during the in-person 
shopping experience.

Our choice shopping 
experience

What sets the Grace 
Care Center's Christmas 
Store apart is its “choice” 
shopping experience. Un-
like traditional charitable 

efforts where families re-
ceive pre-selected gifts, the 
Christmas Store empowers 
families in need to make 
their own selections. 

Families who have made 
advance shopping reserva-
tions can visit the store and 
hand-pick gifts for their 
loved ones. This approach 
not only fosters a sense 
of dignity but also allows 
families to select items that 
resonate with their personal 
preferences, ensuring that 
the gifts are meaningful and 
cherished.
About Grace Care Center

The Grace Care Cen-
ter is a community-driven 
organization committed to 
providing dignity, support, 
and assistance to individ-
uals and families in need. 
Through various programs 
and initiatives, we aim to 
walk alongside those in our 
community who are seeking 
to build sustainable change 
in their lives. To learn more 
visit, GraceCareCenter.us.

See Scams . . . Page 9
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Letter to the Editor

Fishers reader calls
on Rep. Spartz to help

reauthorize Alzheimer’s 
research & support

Dear Editor:
The progress we have made in the fight to end Alz-

heimer’s would not have been possible without bipar-
tisan Congressional support, and this November I am 
thankful to work with Representative Victoria Spartz in 
honor of my mother and so many other victims.

Alzheimer’s disease is devastating – not only for 
the more than six million Americans living with the 
disease, but also for the 11 million family and friends 
serving as caregivers. Here in Indiana there are over 
216,000 family caregivers. I was one of these caregiv-
ers. My family was the minority who was able to pro-
vide some “in home” care.

As an Alzheimer’s Association volunteer advocate, 
I am thankful to share my story and work with my elect-
ed officials to bring more attention to this critical issue. 

By volunteering as an advocate for the Alzheimer’s 
Association, I am using my voice to make a difference 
against this disease that has and is affecting so many in 
our community and worldwide.

The National Plan to Address Alzheimer’s Disease 
– which aims to increase research, enhance care, ex-
pand supports, and reduce risk (among others) – will 
expire soon if Congress doesn’t renew its commitment 
to the Alzheimer’s crisis in America.

The NAPA Reauthorization Act will promote 
healthy aging, increase risk reduction, and reduce 
health disparities.

The Alzheimer’s Accountability and Investment 
Act will ensure that Congress continues to hear directly 
from the scientists at the National Institutes of Health 
about the funding needed for Alzheimer’s research. 

Since passage of the Alzheimer’s Accountability 
Act, funding for Alzheimer’s and dementia research is 
$3.4 billion annually. Passage of the Alzheimer’s Ac-
countability and Investment Act will ensure these levels 
of funding continue. 

We can’t risk losing the progress we’ve made. 
Please join me in asking to cosponsor and support the 
NAPA Reauthorization Act and the Alzheimer’s Ac-
countability and Investment Act. 

That’s why I’m calling on my Representative Vic-
toria Spartz to cosponsor and support the NAPA Reau-
thorization Act and the Alzheimer’s Accountability and 
Investment Act to continue prioritizing Alzheimer’s 
and all other dementia.

It’s time to reauthorize these bills to keep up our 
momentum in the fight to End Alzheimer’s and All Oth-
er Dementia. Please join me in asking Representative 
Victoria Spartz to cosponsor and support the NAPA Re-
authorization Act and the Alzheimer’s Accountability 
and Investment Act.

Together, we are changing the trajectory of Alzhei-
mer’s and all other dementia – but we can’t stop now.

Kyle hoffman
Fishers

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the 
opinions of The Reporter, its publisher
or its staff. You can submit your own

Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com.

Please include your phone number and 
city of residence. The Reporter will

publish one letter per person per week.

Submitted
Increased math skills 

among primary school stu-
dents could equal increased 
numbers of computer sci-
ence students in college. 

That’s the goal of a math 
education program being 
piloted at a Howard County 
school by Md Nour Hos-
sain, assistant professor of 
computer science and infor-
matics at Indiana University 
Kokomo. 

Computer science stu-
dents Ben Earl, Ricar-
do Esquivel, and Connor 
Schweck, all from Nobles-
ville; and Nick Thomson, 
Kokomo, have worked with 
Hossain to develop virtu-
al reality math games for 
first and second graders at 
Western Primary School in 
Howard County, with plans 
to expand into other area 
schools. 

During weekly visits 
to the school, the team su-
pervises as children put on 
Oculus Quest 2 virtual re-
ality headsets and step into 
games designed to increase 
their computational skills. 

Hossain developed the 
program while working on 
a solution to high attrition 
rates in college computer 
science programs. While 
some obstacles students 
face can be addressed, weak 
computational skills may be 
nearly impossible to over-
come in a computer science 
program. 

He realized that by in-
troducing computation-
al thinking at the earliest 
grades, students would be 
better prepared for comput-
er science programs – but 
it would be difficult for an 
elementary teacher to reach 
that goal with large class 
sizes. 

“I started thinking about 
how we can give them one-
to-one teaching, so they can 

master math and also keep 
a focus on computation-
al thinking,” Hossain said. 
“The benefits are that it will 
help K-12 students master 
math, and master computa-
tional thinking, with a long-
term goal of having more 
students ready for computer 
science and informatics. If 
their math skills are good, 
they will also be ready for 
many other science fields as 
well.” 

Hossain and his team 
started with games to en-
courage number sense, first 
putting children in a world 
with no numbers and asking 
them to set a table for a birth-
day party without giving a 
number of guests attending. 
This makes it impossible to 
set the right number. Then, 
the children perform the 
task knowing the number of 
guests and can successfully 
complete it. 

“It gives them a sense 
that numbers make our lives 
easier, numbers are every-
where, and we need them 
every day,” Hossain said. 

The games developed 
by the student team build on 

one another, progressively 
adding more information as 
they go. 

Thomson said they re-
searched Indiana’s com-
mon core math standards 
in developing lessons. One 
of their biggest challeng-
es is taking information 
they know and figuring out 
how to make it interesting 
and understandable to very 
young children. 

“We’re trying to give 
them a good foundation in 
mathematics,” Thomson 
said. “We’re college stu-
dents trying to teach ele-
mentary children. Getting 
yourself in that frame of 
mind is challenging.” 

Earl noted for the first 
and second graders, they 
built in audio instruction af-
ter learning that not all chil-
dren this age can read well. 

The computer science 
students are also learning as 
they plan virtual reality les-
sons. 

“This is a full-fledged 
application they are devel-
oping, and real people are 
using,” Hossain said. “Right 
now, there is no application 

that exists in this category to 
target preschool, elementa-
ry, or high school. Gaming 
is a big industry. From my 
computer science perspec-
tive, they will master the 
programming language and 
it will open a potential ca-
reer field for them.” 

Schweck said the pro-
gram is bigger than a class 
project. 

“It gives kids a route to 
computer science,” he said. 
“They are amazed when 
they find out we made this 
game. It gets them interest-
ed in computer science, and 
what we do.” 

Esquivel said the game 
engages the students. 

“It shows them that 
learning can be fun,” he 
said.

Hossain’s goal is to pub-
lish a research paper linking 
their game to improvement 
in learning math and com-
putational thinking. Once 
they can do that, he hopes 
to partner with other schools 
to provide the headsets and 
program, eventually mak-
ing it available for all K-12 
grades nationwide.

Photo by Christian Chauret/School of Sciences/Mike Glassburn/IU Kokomo

Welcome to the Matrix, kids . . . 
you may as well learn the math

to process the refund. They 
also may claim that immedi-
ate bill payment will result 
in a discount or that a char-
itable donation can be made 
in exchange for a lesser bill 
payment.

• Personal informa-
tion – Scammers promise to 
mail refund checks for over-
payments on a customer’s 

account if they can confirm 
their personal data, including 
birthdays and, in some cases, 
Social Security numbers.

• digital scam tactics 
– Sponsored ads on search 
engines that lead to identi-
cal – but fake – utility bill 
payment pages are on the 
rise. Scammers are also 
using QR codes that false-

ly claim to link to a utility 
payment page and texts pre-
tending to be from a utility 
representative with a link to 
an impostor payment page.

If customers suspect 
someone is trying to scam 
them, they should hang up, 
shut the door, or delete the 
email or text. They also 
should contact the utility 

immediately at the number 
on the most recent monthly 
bill or on the utility’s offi-
cial website, not the phone 
number the scammer pro-
vides. If customers ever 
feel in physical danger, they 
should call 911.

More information is 
available at duke-energy.
com/StopScams.

Scams
from Page 8

https://spartz.house.gov/
http://duke-energy.com/StopScams
http://duke-energy.com/StopScams


10 News

2024 Old West Murder Express

Ride the rails. Enjoy the meal. Solve the crime.
February 24-25, 2024

NickelPlateExpress.com

Cicero man sentenced 
to 30 years for child 
sexual exploitation

The REPORTER
Jacob Glenn, 26, Cicero, 

has been sentenced to 30 
years in federal prison after 
pleading guilty to sexual ex-
ploitation and sex traffick-
ing of a child.

According to court doc-
uments, Glenn used Snap-
chat to communicate with 
girls between 13 and 15 
years old, falsely claiming 
to be a teen boy and offer-
ing to purchase nicotine or 
vape pens in exchange for 
sex. Glenn’s Snapchat us-
ername, “theplugfogshyde” 
was intended to indicate 
that he could obtain vape 
pens for others he met on-
line.

On two occasions in 
2021, Glenn coerced and 
enticed a girl between 12 
and 15 years old to sneak 
out of her home after mid-
night to get vapes from him, 
including on Christmas 
Eve. Glenn picked the child 
up and drove her to a near-
by truck stop where he told 
her that he would not accept 
cash for the vapes. Instead, 
Glenn stated that they could 
work out a “deal” where she 
could pay him with sex.

Glenn picked up the 
same child again on Jan. 
17, 2022, and coerced and 
enticed her to engage in sex 
acts in exchange for vape 
pens. He used his phone to 
record the sexual conduct 
he engaged in with the child 
and instructed her to not 
tell anyone about his abuse. 
Glenn later used Snapchat 
to send a copy of the child 
sexual abuse video to two 
other minor girls.

Glenn engaged in a 
similar course of criminal 
conduct with another mi-
nor girl he met on Snapchat 
between December 2021 
and January 2022. The sec-
ond victim was less than 14 
years old. On Jan. 9, 2022, 
after a conversation via 
Snapchat, Glenn picked the 
second victim up near her 
home, drove her to a nearby 
truck stop, and engaged in 
sexual conduct in exchange 
for vape pens. Glenn also at-
tempted to convince a child 
who was a friend of the sec-
ond victim to engage in sex 
in exchange for vapes, but 
they did not meet in person.

A law enforcement re-
view of Glenn’s Snapchat 
account found conversa-
tions between Glenn and 
multiple other girls between 
13 and 15 years old. In some 
of these conversations, 
Glenn offered nicotine or 
alcohol in exchange for sex 
or nude images. 

Glenn has a history of 
engaging in unlawful sex 
acts with children. In Octo-
ber 2020, Glenn engaged in 
sex with a girl who was be-
tween 14 and 15 years old. 
Glenn was 23 at the time. 
On Oct. 19, 2020, Glenn 
was arrested and charged in 
Madison County for crimes 
related to this abuse. Glenn 
admitted to law enforce-
ment that he engaged in 
sexual intercourse with a 
14-year-old girl on multiple 
occasions, and that he knew 
her true age during at least 
some of the time he was 
engaging in sex acts with 

the child. Glenn was out on 
bond for these charges at the 
time he exploited the two 
children in December 2021 
and January 2022.

“These heinous crimes 
are one of a family’s worst 
nightmares,” said Zachary 
A. Myers, U.S. Attorney for 
the Southern District of In-
diana. “The sad truth is that 
applications like Snapchat 
not always safe spaces; they 
are often hunting grounds 
for predators who seek grat-
ification from their sexual 
abuse of our children. The 
federal prison sentence im-
posed here ensures that the 
public will be protected 
from this criminal for de-
cades to come. Other online 
predators should take notice 
that the Indiana Internet 
Crimes Against Children 
Task Force, including the 
FBI, IMPD, and our federal 
prosecutors, will work tire-
lessly to hold them account-
able and make our children 
safer from abuse.” 

The FBI and IMPD in-
vestigated this case with 
valuable assistance pro-
vided by the Montgomery 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, the Madison County 
Sheriff’s Department, and 
the Chesterfield Police De-
partment. The sentence was 
imposed by U.S. District 
Court Judge James P. Han-
lon. Judge Hanlon also or-
dered that Glenn be super-
vised by the U.S. Probation 
Office for life following his 
release from federal prison. 

U.S. Attorney Myers 
thanked Assistant United 
States Attorney Kyle Sawa, 
who prosecuted this case.

This investigation was 
conducted by the Indiana In-
ternet Crimes Against Chil-
dren (ICAC) Task Force, a 
multi-agency task force led 
by the Indiana State Police, 
charged with the preven-
tion, interdiction, investi-
gation, and prosecution of 
individuals who use the 
Internet to exploit children. 
The Indiana ICAC seeks to 
combat crimes against chil-
dren through the Internet 
by vigorously investigating 
and prosecuting offenders. 
The task force aims to ed-
ucate children and parents 
on Internet safety and re-
sponsibility through com-
munity outreach. Each year, 
Indiana ICAC investigators 
evaluate thousands of tips, 
investigate hundreds of 
cases, and rescue dozens of 
children from ongoing sex-
ual abuse. Visit in.gov/isp/
icactf to learn more about 
their efforts.  

This case was brought 
as part of Project Safe 
Childhood, a nationwide 
initiative launched in May 
2006 by the Department of 
Justice to combat the grow-
ing epidemic of child sexual 
exploitation and abuse. Led 
by U.S. Attorneys’ Offices 
and the Child Exploitation 
and Obscenity Section, 
Project Safe Childhood 
marshals federal, state, 
and local resources to bet-
ter locate, apprehend and 
prosecute individuals who 
exploit children via the in-
ternet, as well as to identify 
and rescue victims.

The REPORTER
The Omnibus Show is 

a podcast hosted by Dave 
Gibbs “for people who love 
interviews of interesting 
and accomplished people, 
and who are life learners.” 
Monday, Nov. 13’s episode 
of The Omnibus Show fea-
tured Maria Murphy, CEO 
of the award-winning Carm-
el Christkindlmarkt. 

Murphy has served in this 
role since the Market’s open-
ing in 2017. Growing up in 
Yorktown, Ind., Murphy did 
not celebrate the holidays. 
However, when she spent a 
year in Germany as recipient 
of the Congress-Bundestag 
Youth Exchange scholarship 
supported by Senator Rich-
ard Lugar, her host family 
introduced her to all the tra-
ditions. 

She developed a fluency 
in German and met a wide 
network of contacts with 
whom she keeps in touch 
today – which has helped in 
her current role. 

Prior to her work at the 
Market, Murphy spent 10 

years in the bank-
ing industry. In 
2017, she heard 
Mayor Jim Brain-
ard announce his 
plans for a Christ-
mas market in Car-
mel. It wasn’t long 
after she expressed 
her interest to him 
that she got the 
call to head up the 
project, and after 
praying on the de-
cision and looking 
to support from 
mentors, she de-
cided to take it on.

A l t h o u g h 
the market mir-
rors those held 
for hundreds of 
years in Europe, the Carmel 
Christkindlmarkt offers spe-
cial Carmel touches. Mur-
phy explains how the market 
has grown, what challenges 
she had, and what special 
vendors and treats you can 
expect when you visit.

Under Murphy’s direc-
tion, the Market has been 
named the Best Holiday 

Market by USA 
Today’s 10 Best 
competition in 
2019, 2021, and 
2022. Click here 
to learn more and 
to vote to make it 
No. 1 again this 
year.

The Christ-
kindlmarkt will 
be open this Sat-
urday, Nov. 18 
and continue 
through Christ-
mas Eve. Hours 
are 4 to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday and 
Thursday, noon to 
9 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, noon 
to 8 p.m. Sunday. 

Learn more at Carmel-
Christkindlmarkt.com.

* * *
Coming up on Monday, 

Nov. 20, The Omnibus Show 
will welcome Cynthia Col-
lins, the Co-Founder Emer-
itus of Actors Theatre of 
Indiana.

Collins received her 
BFA in Theatre from Ohio 

University. She studied at 
the N.J. School of Ballet 
with Jay Norman (original 
Broadway cast and Motion 
Picture cast member of West 
Side Story). She has ap-
peared in theater regionally 
and Off-Broadway, as well 
as television and film ap-
pearances. She has worked 
with such artists as Ben Ver-
een, Sandy Duncan, Claude 
Aikins, and Cyndi Lauper. 
Her Cabaret performances 
have been seen at The Horn 
of Plenty and Bluesland in 
NYC and at Feinstein’s at 
The Hotel Carmichael. She 
was the Assistant Director /
Choreographer to Director 
Thomas Mills at AMDA 
(American Music and Dra-
matic Academy).

A native of Livingston, 
N.J. and longtime resident 
of New York City, Cindy 
currently resides in Carmel.  

Visit Theomnibus-
Show.com for the audio 
podcasts and YouTube 
channel for more informa-
tion and to sign up for the 
newsletter.

Murphy

Collins

Omnibus Show podcast features 
Carmel Christkindlmarkt CEO

Winter Pickleball Festival 
will take place at Grand 

Park Sports Campus
The REPORTER

A Winter Pickleball 
Festival is set to take place 
at Grand Park in Westfield 
during the final two weeks 
of December, organized by 
the Grand National Racquet 
Center (GNRC).

This event, featuring 
four tournaments, clinics, 
open play, and corporate 
outings, is a collaborative 
effort involving The GNRC, 
pickleball professional John 
Moorin, Legacy Sports 
Group, Grand Park Sports 
Campus, and the Associa-
tion of Pickleball Players 
(APP).

The Holiday Pickleball 
Festival will use the Grand 
Park Events Center to host 
major tournaments and 
events, providing a unique 
venue for players to en-
joy the sport during the in-
door facility's slower time 
of year. Despite GNRC's 
scheduled opening in 2025, 
owner Birch Dalton rec-

ognizes the opportunity to 
bring Pickleball to Westfield 
ahead of schedule.

“Using the Grand Park 
Events Center now makes 
sense to help attract major 
tournaments and events in 
the future,” Dalton said. 
“We know that a tremen-
dous asset like Grand Park 
will create a unique experi-
ence for pickleball players.”

The festival will be fol-
lowed by the first-ever U.S. 
Collegiate Championship 
and Midwest Open, held 
from Jan. 3 to 7, 2024, at 
Grand Park. Both events 
will feature profession-
al-grade pickleball courts, 
with 24 courts spanning an 
indoor soccer field.

Scheduled Tournaments: 
• Dec. 16, Winter Pick-

leball Team Smash: Co-ed 
adult teams of all levels 
can participate in this tour-
nament hosted by Elevate 
Sports.

• Dec. 18, Pickleball 4 

Parkinson’s: A fundraising 
tournament benefiting the 
Indiana Parkinson’s Foun-
dation.

• Dec. 20, Wine, Wom-
en & Pickleball: An event 
where women can enjoy 
pickleball while supporting 
the Little Red Door Cancer 
Agency with a glass of wine.

• Dec. 28 & 29, Mid-
west High School Pickleball 
Tournament: High school 

teams from Indiana and sur-
rounding states can compete 
in this tournament.

In addition to the sched-
uled tournaments, the fes-
tival will offer open play 
court rental opportunities, 
clinics, and business part-
nerships for hosting tourna-
ments or employee outings.

For more information, 
please visit holidayPickle-
ballFestival.com.

Graphic provided

Incentive to recycle old Christmas lights
The REPORTER

Carmel residents have 
the opportunity to make this 
holiday season truly green 
by recycling lights instead 
of throwing them away.

Beginning Monday, 
Nov. 20, residents can recy-
cle used and unwanted lights 
by taking them to White's 
Ace Hardware & Garden 
Center at 731 S. Range Line 
Road. The recycling drive 
will continue until Jan. 19 
and is sponsored by Carmel 
Clay School's Green Teams, 
Carmel Utilities, the City of 
Carmel, Technology Recy-
clers and White's Ace Hard-

ware & Garden Center.
Since the start of the col-

laborative program in 2011 
more than 13 tons of holiday 
lights have been recycled. 
Recycling inoperable or in-
efficient lights keeps those 
items out of landfills, which 
reduces the long-term carbon 
impact on the environment.

New to this year’s pro-
gram, White’s Ace Hard-
ware & Garden Center 
is offering 10 percent off 
the purchase of new LED 
Christmas lights with when 
you drop off an old set to 
recycle. This offer is only 
valid towards the purchase 

of LED Christmas light sets. 
This offer cannot be used in 
conjunction with any items 
already on sale, previously 
purchased items, other cou-
pons, or in-store discount 
programs. This offer is valid 
Nov. 20 to Dec. 17, or while 
supplies last.

Carmel Utilities recom-
mends using EnergyStar-rat-
ed LED lights or light-emit-
ting diodes, which reduces 
energy usage by 75 percent 
compared to convention-
al lights. Not only will you 
save in energy costs and 
lower your carbon footprint, 
but LED lights also have the 

following advantages:
• Safer: LEDs are much 

cooler than incandescent 
lights, reducing the risk of 
combustion or burnt fingers.

• Sturdier: LEDs are 
made with epoxy lenses and 
are much more resistant to 
breakage.

• Longer lasting: The 
LED lights last 25 times 
longer than conventional 
lights.

For more information 
about the Holiday Lights 
Recycling Drive, please 
contact Kelli Prader at the 
Carmel Utilities department 
at (317) 571-2673.

https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://www.in.gov/isp/icactf/
https://www.in.gov/isp/icactf/
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdin/project-safe-childhood
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdin/project-safe-childhood
https://10best.usatoday.com/awards/travel/best-holiday-market-2023
https://www.carmelchristkindlmarkt.com/
https://www.carmelchristkindlmarkt.com/
http://www.theomnibusshow.com/
http://www.theomnibusshow.com/
https://holidaypickleballfestival.com/
https://holidaypickleballfestival.com/
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11256 Winding Wood Ct. 
Indianapolis • $239,900

This open concept condo is move-in ready,  
2 BR, 2 BA family room with gas fireplace, eat-in 
kitchen with granite counters, breakfast bar, tile 
floor, pantry, appliances stay, main BR ensuite  

with walk-in tile shower, large 2-car garage, patio 
with retractable awning. BLC#21945183 

Stunning 5BR, 4.5BA in Essex of Noblesville, custom 
designed with in-laws quarters on main level, kitchen with 

quartz, butler’s pantry, premium lot w/pond view, walk-
out basement, 3-car garage plus storage, a must-see to 
appreciate all this home has to offer. BLC#21949379

16698 Birdbrook Rd.
Noblesville • $589,900

NEW LISTING!

10717 Upland Way
Noblesville • $349,900

Welcome to this lovely 4BR, 2.5BA home, kitchen 
with center island and newer SS appliances, spacious 

family room with gas fireplace, park-like backyard 
with maintenance-free deck, auto-retractable awning, 

paver patio, basketball court and cute she shed. 
BLC#21949680

NEW LISTING!

317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com

Time to Fall In Love 
with a new home!

18865 Wimbley Way
Noblesville • $289,900 NEW PRICE!

This 3BR, 2BA  ranch is located in family friendly 
Fairfield Farms, huge great room w/doors leading to 
covered patio & fenced backyard, kitchen w/pantry, 

dining area & all appliances stay, new windows, water 
softener & HVAC in 2020, Fence, roof & gutters 2021. 

BLC#21949582

OPEN HOUSE 1PM - 3PM SUNDAY, NOV. 12 
HOSTED BY TIFFANY LAMORAND

PENDING

Today’s BiBLE REading
Isaac and Abimelek

Now there was a famine in the land—besides the 
previous famine in Abraham’s time—and Isaac 
went to Abimelek king of the Philistines in Gerar. 
The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go 
down to Egypt; live in the land where I tell you 
to live. Stay in this land for a while, and I will be 
with you and will bless you. For to you and your 
descendants I will give all these lands and will 
confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham. 
I will make your descendants as numerous as the 
stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, 
and through your offspring all nations on earth 
will be blessed, because Abraham obeyed me 
and did everything I required of him, keeping my 
commands, my decrees and my instructions.” So 
Isaac stayed in Gerar.

When the men of that place asked him about 
his wife, he said, “She is my sister,” because he 
was afraid to say, “She is my wife.” He thought, 
“The men of this place might kill me on account 
of Rebekah, because she is beautiful.”

When Isaac had been there a long time, 
Abimelek king of the Philistines looked down 
from a window and saw Isaac caressing his wife 
Rebekah. So Abimelek summoned Isaac and said, 
“She is really your wife! Why did you say, ‘She is 
my sister’?”

Isaac answered him, “Because I thought I 
might lose my life on account of her.”

 Genesis 26:1-9 (NIV)

Lorita Ruth Thistlethwaite
september 13, 1937 – november 9, 2023

Lorita Ruth Thistlethwaite, 86, Sheridan, passed away on 
Friday afternoon, November 9, 2023, 
at Majestic Care of Sheridan. Born on 
September 13, 1937, in Sheridan, she 
was the daughter of the late William 
and Phyllis (Pettigrew) Wright.

She was a 1955 graduate of Sheri-
dan High School, where she supported 
her Blackhawks as a cheerleader. After 
graduation, Lorita continued her edu-
cation by enrolling in Comptometer 

School. The skills she gained led to her employment with 
Wonder Bread (now Continental Baking Company) where 
she had a wonderful 40-year career within their bookkeep-
ing and payroll department.

She attended Sheridan First Christian Church.
Lorita was the social butterfly of the family. In her eyes, 

there was nothing more important than her family and her 
friends (with the latter always gaining new members). She 
loved doting over her grandchildren and following their 
activities. One example would be her grandson’s bowling 
activities. In addition to driving him to practices and match-
es, Lorita would offer up advice, (wanted or not) along the 
way. She quickly came to terms with her self-appointed role 
as her grandson’s bowling coach and never looked back. 

Lorita continued to take her cheerleading responsibilities 
very seriously throughout her adult years as well. She was a 
member of a house divided. In the fall, she was a die-hard 
Blackhawk football fan. (When your brother is the coach, 
you come by it honestly.) However, in the winter, her colors 
turned shamrock green, and Westfield basketball (coached 
by her husband) became her favorite sport. Self-appointed or 
not, it is easy to see where her coaching prowess came from. 
And it didn’t stop with family, she could armchair coach 
with the best of ‘em … especially when it came to Purdue.

Lorita enjoyed traveling (especially overseas) and loved 
it even more when family was involved. Her trips to Okina-
wa, where her daughter was stationed, gave her a lifetime 
of memories and stories to share at one of her other favorite 
destinations – class reunions, family gatherings, or just about 
any occasion she could find for a get together of some kind.

Lorita never met a stranger. She would drop whatever she 
was doing to help someone in need. When she went to live 
at Sheridan Healthcare Center, she quickly started making 
new friends and joining any and every activity they offered. 

Lorita is survived by her three daughters, Pamela Fos-
night (Richard) of Sheridan, Tara McColgin (Jerry) of North 
Carolina, and Veronica Lageschulte (Hans) of Hampton, 
Va.; seven grandchildren, Mark Fosnight (Clem), Jeremy 
Fosnight (Christina), Doug McColgin (Brittney), Andy 
McColgin (Olivia), Jake McColgin, Nirali McColgin (Car-
son), and Jaquelyn Schenkel (Joey); grandson-in-law, Da-
vid Shinault; 19 great-grandchildren; two brothers, Larry 
“Bud” Wright (Ellen) of Sheridan and Arnold Pettigrew 
(Arlene) of Kirklin; two sisters, Lora Goff-Pitts (Rex) of 
Westfield and Judith Inskeep of Sheridan; and two sis-
ters-in-law, Karen Buzan (Morris) of Sheridan and VaRae 
Blount (Robert) of Anderson.

She was preceded in death by her parents, William and 
Phyllis (Pettigrew) Wright; sister, Cathy Crull; brother-in-
law, Roland Inskeep; granddaughters, Melisa Shinault and 
Allison McColgin; and by her loving husband, Mark L. 
Thistlethwaite, on May 1, 2008. She and Mark were mar-
ried on November 22, 1956.

Visitation and services were held on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 14, 2023, at Kercheval Funeral Home, 306 E. 10th St., 
Sheridan. Burial followed at Crown View Cemetery in 
Sheridan. Lorita’s son-in-law, Jerry McColgin, officiated.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be pre-
sented to the Alzheimer’s Association.

Condolences: kerchevalfuneralhome.com

dr. John C. Pickett
october 3, 1942 – november 3, 2023

John C. Pickett, Jr., 81, Lafayette, passed away on No-
vember 3, 2023. He was born on Oc-
tober 3, 1942, in Indianapolis. He was 
the oldest of eight children to “Charlie” 
and Joanna Pickett of Sheridan.

John was the husband of Ann J. 
Pickett and a loving father to Jack Pick-
ett and his wife Lisa Arafune, Heather 
Perica and her husband Thomas Perica, 
and Luke Pickett and his wife Angela 
Pickett. He adored his grandchildren, 

JP and Ella Pickett, Carl and Edward Perica, and Allison 
and Charlie Pickett. John is also survived by his sister Janet 
Mundy of Anderson and brother-in-law David Sanders of 
West Lafayette.

After graduating from Sheridan High School in 1960, 
John enrolled at Purdue University where he earned his 
bachelor’s degree in animal sciences. He was then accepted 
into the College of Veterinary Medicine to pursue his pas-
sion for veterinary science. While at Purdue he became an 
active member of the Reamers Club and was the President 
of Cary Quad. He earned his Purdue DVM degree in 1969. 
Most importantly, he met his beloved wife Ann while com-
pleting his undergraduate studies.

Following graduation, John went into private practice 
and became the owner of the Lafayette Veterinary Hospi-
tal, now known as VCA-Lafayette Animal Hospital. His 
dedicated service to his patients and the veterinary medical 
profession was recognized in 1993 when he was selected 
as a recipient of the College of Veterinary Medicine’s Dis-
tinguished Alumnus Award. John also was very active in 
the Indiana Veterinary Medical Association (IVMA) and 
served as the IVMA President in 1988.

John enjoyed a variety of hobbies including gardening. 
He was a Master Gardener, showcasing his green thumb: 
cultivating beautiful landscapes, wildflowers, and especially 
tomatoes. John was also highly involved with the Boy Scouts 
of America and Kiwanis International, where he dedicated 
his time to making a positive impact in the community.

Friends and family are invited to attend memorial ser-
vices for John, which will be held at First Christian Church 
of Lafayette on Sunday, November 19. The visitation will 
begin at 2 p.m. with a service following at 4 p.m. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Pur-
due DVM General Scholarship Program at connect.pur-
due.edu/inmemoryofdrjohnpickett.

The family would like to thank the staff from Francis-
can Hospice for their exceptional care.

John C. Pickett, Jr. will be deeply missed by all who 
knew him. May his memory be a source of comfort and 
inspiration to those whose lives he touched.

Condolences: tippecanoememorygardens.com

Joy ann McQuinn
october 22, 1932 – november 8, 2023

Joy Ann McQuinn of Tipton passed away peacefully on 
November 8, 2023, after 91 fulfilling 
years. She was born on October 22, 
1932, in Scircleville, Ind., to the late 
Benjamin H. and Goldie F. (Strain) 
Mitchell.

After graduating from Scircleville 
High School on May 14, 1950, Joy 
Ann wed the love of her life Charles 
E. McQuinn, with whom she shared 52 
years of marriage. Together, they had 

two children, Mark and Sharon. In 1951, she and Charles 
moved to Tipton County with Pioneer Hi-Bred. For the 
past 71 years, Joy Ann has called Tipton her forever home, 
where she was involved in the community and shared many 
wonderful friendships.

Joy Ann had a generous heart, volunteering for Meals 
on Wheels and the American Heart Association, and she 
was known for her random acts of kindness and generosity. 
She approached life with determination and positivity. She 
was a member of Phi Beta Psi Sorority, spent time working 
at the Tipton Middle School Library, and was a member of 
Kemp United Methodist Church for over 70 years, where 
she served in various roles, and especially enjoyed her time 
in the Challengers Sunday School Class.

Joy Ann cherished time spent with her family, valued 
traditions, and thoroughly enjoyed supporting her grand-
children and great-grandchildren in their many activities 
and endeavors. Joy Ann treasured working on the farm 
alongside family, always eager to help. She appreciated 
time spent outside gardening and working in her yard and 
was a talented seamstress.

Joy Ann is survived by her children, Dr. Mark (JoAnn) 
McQuinn of Tipton and Sharon (Robert) Boyd of Nobles-
ville; grandchildren, Dr. Kiley McQuinn (Matthew Smith), 
Dr. Kassey McQuinn (Nicholas Stewart), Nathan (Erika) 
Boyd, Dr. Jeffrey (Erika) McQuinn, Anna (Richard) Seys, 
and Mallory (Clint) Newcom; great-grandchildren, Quinn, 
Walker, Merrill, Foster, and Meridian Smith, Oliver, Mon-
roe, Harlow, and Crosby Stewart, Harper Boyd, Maslow 
and Murphy McQuinn, Lucy Seys, Eleanor, Bradford, 
Phoebe, and Welles Newcom; sister-in-law, Elinor “Max-
ine” McQuinn Ogle; and many nieces and nephews.

Joy Ann was preceded in death by her husband, Charles 
E. McQuinn; and siblings, Martha (Mitchell) Harshbarger, 
Marion Mitchell, and Marvin Mitchell.

Joy Ann’s life will be celebrated in a Funeral Service 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, November 19, 2023, at Young Nich-
ols Funeral Home, 216 W. Jefferson St., Tipton, with Kemp 
United Methodist Church Pastor Brian Cooper officiating. 
Friends may visit with the family from noon until time of 
the service on Sunday. Burial will follow in the Fairview 
Cemetery, Tipton. Online condolences may be made on her 
obituary page at young-nichols.com.

Memorials can be offered in her honor to Kemp United 
Methodist Church, 228 N. Main St., Tipton, IN 40672.

stevie dick
october 9, 1964 – november 9, 2023

Stevie Dick, 59, Tipton, died Thursday, November 9, 
2023, at his residence. He was born on 
October 9, 1964, in Tipton to Carl H. & 
Caron S. (Womack) Dick.

Stevie could build anything and 
worked all his life in construction. He 
loved classic rock and country mu-
sic. Stevie was a very talented musi-
cian and played in the band “Second 
Chance” along with his brother, Carl 
Dick, Jr. In his spare time, he enjoyed 

watching comedy movies, working on puzzle books, and 
doing crossword puzzles. In his earlier days he loved to 
go on long rides on his Harley. On warm summer days he 
could be found fishing at the lake. He loved his family and 
especially loved being a grandfather.

He is survived by his four children, Amanda Nettrouer 
of Atlanta, Ind., Stacie Rose of Noblesville, Tyler Mendyke 
and wife T.J. of Tipton, and Alex Dick of Tipton; his moth-
er, Caron Dick of Tipton; the mother of his children, Sherri 
Dick of Tipton; siblings, Carl Dick, Jr. and wife Michelle 
of Tipton, Rena Phifer and husband Joe of Paoli, Andrea 
“Lynn” Dick of Tipton, Sheila Martin and husband Randy 
of Elwood, Connie McLearran and husband Dan of Tip-
ton, Angie Dick of Tipton and Tracey “Jake” Dick and wife 
Lora of Elwood; and several grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his father, Carl Dick; and 
a brother, Greg “Bomar” Dick.

A memorial service will be held at 7 p.m. on Wednes-
day, November 15 at Young-Nichols Funeral Home, with 
Caleb Dick presiding. The family will receive friends from 
5 p.m. Wednesday until service time. Online condolences 
may be made on his obituary page at young-nichols.com.

Memorial donations may be made to the Tipton County 
Humane Society, P.O. Box 237, Tipton, IN 46072.
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By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

WeSTFIeLd – West-
field High School has con-
sistently put out top-level 
tennis teams, both boys and 
girls, over the past several 
years.

The Shamrocks will 
soon have a facility worthy 
of those teams.

A ceremonial ground-
breaking took place Tues-
day afternoon on West-
field’s new tennis facility. 
The facility will be located 
at 17695 Shamrock Bou-
levard, just north of State 
Road 32 and right next door 
to Riverview Health West-
field Hospital.

The new facility will 
have 15 tennis courts, in-
cluding three championship 
courts with a viewing area 
for spectators. The courts 
will have post-tension con-
crete construction, consid-
ered to be a “stronger and 
more durable playing sur-
face that won’t crack and 
heave over time, greatly 
reducing repair over the 
court’s life,” according to a 
fact sheet given out at the 
groundbreaking. There will 
also be a separate building 
for locker rooms, restrooms 
and concessions.

Members of the West-
field school board and ad-
ministration were on hand 
for the groundbreaking, 
along with current tennis 
players. Shamrocks girls 
coach Trudy Coler and boys 
coach Tony Peters were 
among those helping to turn 
over the ground.

“I’m just so excited, re-
ally excited,” said Coler, 
who has been the girls ten-

nis coach for 17 years. “This 
is so wonderful for our 
school and for our players 
and programs. I’m relieved, 
too, that we’re getting going 
on it.”

“I think it’s amazing 
that we’re finally getting 
this done,” said Peters. 
“From start to finish, the 
design process has been 
really cool and the admin-
istration has been always 
supportive, helpful. The 
attitudes have been like, 
‘Let’s make this.’ We think 
we’ve designed one of the 
best facilities in the state 

and I think that’s what they 
want to do.”

Coler and Peters were 
both involved in the plan-
ning of the facility.

“It was interesting, be-
cause you don’t think about 
all of the aspects that go into 
a facility like this, and you 
really have to think about 
how you want the courts 
set up, and accessibility for 
coaching and accessibility 

for fans to be able to see 
well, and all those things,” 
said Coler. “We really went 
through the process of try-
ing to figure out all the 
things that we wanted to 
make sure we had so that 
they were done right and we 
didn’t get through the pro-
cess and then be like, ‘Oh, 
gosh, we should have done 
that instead.’”

 Peters said the process 

involved not only think-
ing about “for us in the 
short term, but what kind 
of things we would want in 
the future as well. We took 
some different courts that 
we think are nice courts 
in our area and try to pick 
some of those to model ours 
after and I think we’re going 
to have a really nice finished 
product.”

One of the players at 

the groundbreaking was 
sophomore Caroline Hop-
kins, who said it was “very 
exciting, and it’s nice to see 
everyone come together to 
celebrate the new courts.”

Work will take place on 
the facility beginning this 
winter, and the courts are 
expected to be complete by 
the upcoming summer, just 
in time for the Fall 2024 
season.
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Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Members of the Westfield boys and girls tennis teams joined in during the ceremonial groundbreaking of Westfield’s new tennis facility, which is expected 
to be complete by the upcoming summer and the Fall 2024 season. 

Rendering provided
The facility will feature 15 courts, along with a separate building for locker rooms, restrooms and concessions.

Westfield High School breaks 
ground on new tennis facility
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By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

NoBLeSVILLe – The 
Hamilton Heights girls bas-
ketball team has been one of 
the busiest teams in the early 
going this season, having al-
ready played six games.

The Huskies have also 
been among the winnin-
gest teams so far. Heights, 
ranked No. 4 in this week’s 
ICGSA Class 3A poll, ran 
its record to 5-1 after beat-
ing county opponent Guerin 
Catholic 66-23 Tuesday at 
the Eagles’ Nest.

The Golden Eagles 
scored the first two points 
of the game after Ava Bills 
made a layin. It was all 
Heights after that, as the 
Huskies ran through the 
first quarter, going on a 
long run to lead 16-2 by the 
end of the period. Camryn 
Runner scored nine points 
and Katie Brown scored 
five, with both hitting one 
3-pointer.

“I think that’s probably 
one of our better starts in 
a long time,” said Heights 
coach Keegan Cherry. “Our 
energy was great. Our press 
was really good.”

Heights poured in 21 
more points in the second 
period to lead 37-7 at half-
time. The Huskies finished 
the half on a 17-0 run, with 
Brown putting in two triples 
and Runner scoring another 
13 points.

Heights stretched that 
spurt to 19-0 to begin the 
third quarter, as Runner 
opened that period with a la-

yin. Guerin Catholic fresh-
man Gianna Morelli had a 
solid quarter for the Golden 
Eagles, scoring eight points. 
The Huskies led 57-15 go-
ing into the fourth period.

Runner finished the 
game with 30 points, while 
Hickok scored 12 and 
Brown added 11. Morel-
li’s eight points led Guerin 
Catholic.

“We’ll learn and we will 
get better,” said GC coach 
Danielle Cardinal.

Hamilton Heights will 
take a couple weeks off, re-

turning to action Nov. 29 at 
North Miami. The Golden 
Eagles are 1-3 and host Her-

itage Christian on Saturday 
to begin Circle City Confer-
ence play.
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for more information and to purchase tickets
visit TheIceAtGrandJunction.com 

CELEBRATE THE
GRAND OPENING

ribbon cutting at 12:00 p.m.
with food and beverage vendors

Saturday, November 18
11:30 a.m.

Indiana Basketball
Coaches Association

Week 2 girls basketball poll
Rank School  Points Record
1 Hamilton Southeastern (16) 387 4-0
2 Bedford North Lawrence (2) 374 3-0
3 Fort Wayne Snider (1) 327 5-0
4 Center Grove 304 3-0
5 Lawrence Central 286 2-0
6 South Bend Washington 274 3-1
7 Noblesville 260 2-1
8 Homestead 259 2-0
9 Columbia City 210 3-0
10 Lake Central (1) 201 2-1
11 Zionsville 176 3-1
12 Fishers 163 4-1
13 Lawrence North 154 1-1
14 Brownsburg 141 3-1
15 Indian Creek 127 3-0
16 Valparaiso 101 3-0
17 Twin Lakes 92 3-0
18	 Plainfield	 34	 3-0
T19 Jennings County 32 2-1
T19 Northridge 32 3-1

Other schools receiving votes, with records
Andrean (0-2), Bethany Christian (3-0), Borden (5-0), Caston 
(5-0),	Columbus	East	 (1-4),	Fairfield	(4-0),	Fort	Wayne	Northrop	
(2-1), Fort Wayne South (1-2), Franklin Community (3-1), Gibson 
Southern (2-1), Hamilton Heights (4-1), Harrison-West Lafayette 
(2-1), Heritage Christian (0-0), Lanesville (4-0), Lapel (3-0), Lin-
ton-Stockton (2-1), Merrillville (1-0), Mishawaka (4-0), Mishawaka 
Marian (0-4), North Knox (4-0), Norwell (2-1), Penn (2-1), Silver 
Creek (2-1), Warren Central (1-3), Warsaw (1-2), Westfield (2-1).
NOtes: First-place votes are in parentheses. Records were as 

of Monday, Nov. 13 and may not reflect current standings.

Photo provided
The Hamilton Heights girls wrestling team finished 20th out of 40 teams at 
the Purdue Poly Tech Girls Open last Saturday.

The REPORTER
The Hamilton Heights 

girls wrestling team opened 
its season last Saturday by 
competing in the Purdue 
Poly Tech Girls Open.

The Huskies finished 
20th out of 40 teams. 
Amaelia Cordero-Ball-

inger had the highest finish 
of the team, placing fourth 
at 170 pounds “B.” Corde-
ro-Ballinger advanced to 
the semifinals by winning 
both of her matches by 
fall.

Karma Collier took fifth 
at 235 pounds “A,” win-

ning three straight matches 
in the consolation brack-
et by pin. Kelsee Powers 
placed sixth at 135 pounds 
“A,” also getting three falls. 
Morgan Moe was seventh 
at 140 pounds “A” and Ella 
Smith-Reynolds took eight 
at 130 pounds “A.”

Hamilton Heights participates
in Purdue Poly Tech Girls Open

Girls Wrestling

The REPORTER
The Westfield girls bas-

ketball team got a Tuesday 
51-42 win at Mount Ver-
non.

The Shamrocks trailed 
for most of the game, but 
used an explosive fourth 
quarter to pull away with 
the win. Aubrey Crockett 
scored 12 points, followed 
by Ellie Kelleher with 10 
points. Reagan Lorenzen 
and Lindsey Van Dyke 
both added nine points.

Westfield is 3-1 for the 
season.

* * *
Sheridan dropped an 

away game at Brebeuf Je-
suit 56-48 on Tuesday.

The Braves led 20-12 
after one quarter and 29-
20 at halftime. Brebeuf 
extended its lead to 42-28 
after three quarters; and 
that allowed the Braves 
to withstand a 20-point 
fourth quarter from the 
Blackhawks.

Kenzie Garner scored 
20 points, while Shelby 
Eaton had 11 points, in-
cluding a late 3-pointer. 

Cecilia Timme scored sev-
en points. Garner collected 
seven rebounds, handed 
out six assists and blocked 
two shots, with Eaton and 
Timme both getting five 
rebounds.

Sheridan is 0-2 and 
hosts Covenant Christian 
on Thursday.

* * *
Carmel fell to Zions-

ville 49-38 in a Tuesday 
away game.

The Greyhounds led 
14-9 after one quarter, 
with Lauren Perry drain-
ing three 3-pointers. But 
the Eagles took control in 
the middle periods, out-
scoring Carmel 32-16 in 
the second and third quar-
ters. Zionsville led 25-22 
at halftime and 41-39 after 
three.

Perry added two more 
3s in the second quar-
ter, giving her a total of 
five triples and 15 points. 
Izzy Shepherd added nine 
points.

Carmel is 2-2 and plays 
at Fort Wayne Carroll Sat-
urday afternoon.

HAMILTON HEIGHTS 66,
GUERIN CATHOLIC 23

Heights FG FT TP PF
Ella Hickok 4 2-3 12 1
Katie Brown 4 0-0 11 0
Camryn Runner 12 4-5 30 0
Kamryn Rhoton 1 2-2 5 3
Hadleigh Cherry 2 0-0 4 1
Kassidy Schakel 1 0-0 2 0
Kennedy Cherry 1 0-0 2 0
Taylor Harley 0 0-0 0 1
Norah Reiger 0 0-0 0 0
Presley Cherry 0 0-0 0 0
Vivian Lynch 0 0-0 0 0
Totals 25 8-10 66 6
Heights 3-pointers (8) Brown 3, Hickok 2, Runner 2, Rhoton.
Guerin Catholic FG FT TP PF
Annie Murphy 0 0-0 0 0
Gianna Morelli 3 2-2 8 1
Reagan Haines 0 0-0 0 3
Ava Bills 3 0-1 6 3
Lillian Behrle 1 0-0 3 3
Eme Cardinal 1 0-0 2 2
Kori Dues 0 0-0 0 1
Lucy Collins 1 1-2 4 0
Dana Dues 0 0-0 0 0
Totals 9 3-5 23 13
Guerin Catholic 3-pointers (2) Behrle, Collins.

Score by Quarters
Hamilton Heights 16 21 20 9 – 66
Guerin Catholic 2 5 8 8 – 23

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Hamilton Heights’ Hadleigh Cherry (24) goes up to the basket during the Huskies’ 
66-23 win over Guerin Catholic on Tuesday. Pictured for the Golden Eagles is 
Lillian Behrle (23).

ZIONSVILLE 49, CARMEL 38
Carmel FG FT TP PF
Izzy Shepherd 2 4-8 9 2
Mackenzie Woods 2 1-2 6 1
Lauren Perry 5 0-0 15 1
Taryn Fisher 1 0-1 2 2
Mallory Bourquein 2 0-0 4 3
Keaton Gatlin 0 0-0 0 1
Jamie Elliott 0 0-0 0 0
Megan Hamm 0 0-0 0 0
Ava Carter 1 0-0 2 2
Sydney Bonds 0 0-0 0 0
Tionna Bryant 0 0-0 0 3
Totals 13 5-11 38 15

Score by Quarters
Carmel 14 8 8 8 – 38
Zionsville 9 16 16 8 – 49
Carmel 3-pointers (7) Perry 5, Shepherd, Woods.

SHERIDAN 56, BREBEUF JESUIT 48
Sheridan FG FT TP PF
Nova Cross 0 0-0 0 5
Sadie Timme 1 0-0 2 1
Mac Smith 0 0-0 0 0
Kenzie Garner 6 8-8 20 2
Shelby Eaton 4 0-0 11 2
Brielle Garner 4 0-1 8 3
Cecilia Timme 3 1-3 7 3
Totals 18 9-12 48 16

Score by Quarters
Sheridan 12 8 8 20 – 48
Brebeuf Jesuit 20 9 13 14 – 56
Sheridan 3-pointers (3) Eaton 3.
Sheridan rebounds (21) K. Garner 7, Eaton 5, C. Timme 5, S. 
Timme 2, Cross 1, Smith 1.

Girls Basketball
Westfield wins, losses go 

to Sheridan & CarmelHuskies bring energy in 
win over Golden Eagles

loCal nEWS?
loCal SPoRtS?
We keep you covered.

Hamilton
County 

Reporter
ReadtheReporter.com
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Hamilton Heights’ Camryn Runner
commits to University of Evansville

The REPORTER
Camryn Runner, Ham-

ilton Heights senior, has 
signed a letter of intent 
to join the University of 
Evansville’s women’s bas-
ketball team this fall. The 
University of Evansville is 
a member of the Missou-
ri Valley Conference and 
a NCAA Division I ath-
letic institution. She is the 
daughter of Bart and Dawn 
Runner. 

It was her initial visit 
to the University of Evans-
ville’s campus that sealed 
the deal.

“It was different from 
the other schools she visit-
ed,” recalled Runner, who 
plans to study business 
management with a minor 
in accounting. “When I first 
showed up on campus, the 
coaches made it known that 
they did not only care about 
my athletics, but they also 
cared about my academics 
and well-being as a student 
athlete. I loved meeting the 
team because it showed how 
like-minded we were to suc-
ceed in life. Additionally, I 
loved the size of the campus 
and the enriching education 
I would receive as a student. 
The location is far enough 
from home to force me to 
meet people and get out of 
my comfort zone, yet close 
enough where I would be 
able to go home if need be 
for family. Overall, my vis-

it showed me the endless 
possibilities this university 
holds for student-athletes 
and inspired me to continue 
my athletics and academ-
ics.”

Runner, a multi-sport 
(basketball, track and field, 
and golf) is currently ranked 
academically at No. 6 in 
the Class of 2023. She is 
student body president, a 
member of the honor soci-
ety, Business Profession-
als of America (BPA) and 
works at Purgatory Golf 
Club and a M14 basketball 
coach. Athletically, she just 
passed Jessica Carr’s (Class 
of ‘11) career scoring record 
of 1,340 points on Nov. 11 
vs. Jay County to become 
Heights’ All-Time Lead-
ing Scorer. She now stands 
at 1,377 points scored for 
Heights following Tues-
day’s contest at Guerin 
Catholic.

She was named an 
Indiana Junior All Star, 
1,000-point club member 
for basketball, 2023 Ham-
ilton County Player of the 
Year, and set the school 
record for the 4x400 re-
lay. She was a member of 
the first regional qualify-
ing Hamilton Heights Golf 
team and earned three sec-
tional and one regional title. 

“Camryn has been a 
joy to watch the past four 
years,” said Kurt Ogden, 
Athletic Director for Ham-

ilton Heights High School. 
“She is poised to be the ca-
reer scoring leader at Ham-
ilton Heights by a potential-
ly large margin and has put 
herself in a position to po-
tentially receive many more 
special accolades. She is the 
ultimate student/athlete and 
role model in the classroom 
and as the student body 
president, I couldn’t think 
of another individual who 
is better to lead in that posi-
tion. Evansville University 
is lucky to get a student/ath-
lete the caliber of Camryn 
Runner.”

“I have always been pas-
sionate about basketball,” 
Runner said. “It is what I 
grew up with, so it is all I 
have ever known. I have two 
older sisters that played bas-
ketball, so I like to say I was 
raised in a gym. Through-
out the years I have played 
on a travel team to sharpen 
my skills and enhance my 
experience. Furthermore, 
I have met and befriended 
members of the basketball 
community through camps, 
competitions, tournaments, 
and teams that will always 
stick with me on a personal 
level. I have also trained and 
coached for the M14Train-
ing Program at Finch Creek 
for the past year and plan 
to continue training there 
when I can throughout the 
summers.”

Runner said the major 
influences in her develop-
ment as a student athlete 
are her sisters, father, and 
coaches Brian Klem (Indi-
ana Flight), Keegan Cherry 
(Hamilton Heights), and 
Tony Marlin (Indiana Elite).

“Growing up, I wanted 
to be just like my sisters,” 
she said. “Anything they 
would do, I would try to do 
better, so they pushed me 
in unimaginable ways. My 
dad, who I call my shot doc-
tor, is one of my biggest sup-
porters, yet he is also some-
one I receive criticism from 
when I need it the most.”

She credits Coach Klem 
as being extremely influ-
ential (grades 3 through 8) 

in teaching her to play the 
game at a fast, high scor-
ing, and lively pace – which 
coincidentally fits the style 
of play at the University of 
Evansville. Coach Cherry 
came into her life during the 
challenges of high school 
play teaching her the IQ 
side of basketball – when 
to screen, how to read de-
fenders, and some unique 
plays to get the desired shot. 
Coach Marlin gave her the 
opportunity to show what 
she was capable of on the 
court along with the oppor-
tunity to grow her skills in 
the point guard position at 
the AAU level.

“Camryn Runner is one 
of the most complete bas-
ketball players I've had the 
opportunity to coach,” said 
Keegan Cherry, Hamilton 
Heights Girls Basketball 
Head Coach. “She em-
bodies what it means to be 
a student athlete and is a 
fierce competitor. Her drive 
in the classroom and on the 
court should be a shining 
example for all student ath-
letes. The Hamilton Heights 
community has been lucky 
to have had the opportunity 
to watch Camryn compete 
over the past four years. 
She is a ‘team first kid’ that 
is willing to do whatever it 
takes to win. She's always 
one of the first to practice 
and one of the last to leave.”

“Further,” continued 
Coach Cherry, “Camryn is 
always putting her team-
mates first in all she does. 
It's no surprise she will 
leave her mark on the Ham-
ilton Heights girls basket-
ball program as one of the 
best to have ever played for 
the Huskies. And one of the 
best I've ever coached. The 
University of Evansville is 
getting one of the best play-
ers in the Class of 2024. And 
they may be getting the very 
best, highest character stu-
dent-athletes in the state of 
Indiana. Camryn Runner is 
no question an Indiana All-
Star. I'm lucky and better for 
having had the opportunity 
be Camryn’s coach.”

Photo by Jen Kauffman
Hamilton Heights’ senior Camryn Runner has 
signed a letter of intent to join the University of 
Evansville Aces basketball team in Evansville, 
Indiana this fall. Runner (seated) is pictured with 
her father Bart, mother Dawn, and sister Bayleigh.

Joshua Herd
Photographer
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senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
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317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

SPoRtS SCHEDulE
Wednesday, Nov. 15

GIRLS BASKETBALL
University at Arsenal Tech, 6 p.m.

WRESTLING
Noblesville at Fishers, 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 16
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Covenant Christian at Sheridan, 7:30 p.m.
SWIMMING/DIVING

Hamilton Heights at Anderson (girls only), 6 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 17
FOOTBALL

Class 6A north semi-state
Westfield at Crown Point, 7:30 p.m.

Class 1A south semi-state
Indianapolis Lutheran at Sheridan, 7 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Lawrence Central at University, 7 p.m.
Brownsburg at Noblesville, 7:30 p.m.

Fishers at Westfield, 7:30 p.m.
Franklin Central at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m

Saturday, Nov. 18
BOYS AND GIRLS WRESTLING

Penn at Carmel, 1:30 p.m.
BOYS WRESTLING

Noblesville at Hamilton Heights Super 6, 9 a.m.
Sheridan at Cloverdale, 9 a.m.

Westfield at Capital City Classic, 9 a.m. at Beech Grove
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Heritage Christian at Guerin Catholic, 2:30 p.m.
Noblesville at Homestead, 6:30 p.m.

Carmel at Fort Wayne Carroll, 7:30 p.m.
Elwood at Sheridan, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS WRESTLING
Noblesville at Ben Davis Invitational, 9 a.m.

SWIMMING/DIVING
Westfield Girls Invitational, 10 a.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections to 
sports@readthereporter.com.
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