
By STU CLAMPITT
news@readthereporter.com

Kelly Yang is an Asian 
American author of young 
adult (YA) and chil-
dren's literature. She 
won the 2018 Par-
ents’ Choice Gold 
Medal for Fiction 
and 2019 Asian/
Pacific American 
Award for Litera-
ture for her novel, 
Front Desk.

Another of her 
books, Private Label, has 
been moved from the teen 
section to the adult section 
of the Hamilton East Public 
Library (HEPL), along with 

well over 1,300 other books. 
She has spoken about this in 
a video on Twitter, which you 
can watch at this link. 

The Reporter reached 
out to Yang to talk 
about her own 
book in light of a 
recent statement 
from HEPL Board 
President Laura 
Alerding indicat-
ing John Green's 
novel The Fault In 
Our Stars should 
be moved back 

to the teen section and the 
choice to move it should be 
reviewed. 
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My dragonfly baby
I remember the day 

vividly in July of 2020 
when I took a pregnan-
cy test. I had a feeling 
that I might be expect-
ing and decided that 
maybe I should take a 
test. My husband did 
not want me to take a 
test yet; he wanted to 
give it more time and 
not have me get my 
hopes up if it was negative.

Naturally, I waited for him to go to work 
and was so nervous that I placed a Drive-
Up order at Target for a test and failed to 
mention it to my husband. He would find 
out eventually, right? I did not want to hear 
him tell me to wait or that it was too early to 
test. The entire drive to Target, I remember 
my mind swirling with the thought of what 
if I’m pregnant? 

I noticed on my drive to Target that there 
was a dragonfly that seemed like it was fol-
lowing my car. It seemed to be riding along-
side me and was fluttering all about keeping 
pace with my car. I remember when I pulled 
into the spot for my curbside order that the 
dragonfly was still around and circling my 
car. I couldn’t help but smile to myself and 
take it as a sign that this was going to be OK. 
I drove home trying to make casual small 
talk with my daughter and not tip my hand 
that mommy was severely freaking out.

Spoiler alert: I was pregnant. I think we 
all saw that one coming.

I remember looking down and thinking 
OK, this is really happening. Much like 
Steve Carell in The Office when his char-
acter Michael Scott is screaming for every-
one, “Oh my God. OK. It’s happening. Ev-
erybody stay calm!” This quote is followed 
with hilarious obscenities while he’s trying 
to assure everyone to stay calm. I felt like 
Michael Scott at that moment.

Oh yeah, and I needed to make sure my 
husband knew I was pregnant.

I gathered my thoughts and started to 
wrap my mind around the idea of baby 
No. 2. (Keep in mind we were knee-deep 
in COVID craziness, so this was just one 
more thing to add to the list of chaos). I 
step outside for a breath of fresh air and 
walk over to my garden and there all 
around me is another dragonfly. I’d like to 
think it was the same one, but I know it 
wasn’t. I realize I have a garden that at-
tracts a lot of them, but this was different. 
This dragonfly wanted me to see him. I 
smiled again and felt again comforted that 
perhaps it is really a sign from maybe my 
dad, God, or the Universe that this is all 
going to be OK.

I went back inside and told my little 
girl that we were going to stop by dad-
dy’s work. I decided to go by Starbucks 
on the way and pick up my husband’s fa-
vorite drink and I asked for a pastry bag. 
I dropped the test into the pastry bag and 
showed up unannounced to my husband’s 
job. He thought his girls were just popping 
over to say hello, but upon looking in the 
bag, he quickly realized I had another rea-
son for my visit. 

Megan Rathz
When Nature Speaks 
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Janus Developmental Services’ annual
Summer Fest welcomes first responders
By AMY ADAMS
news@readthereporter.com

Janus participants look for-
ward to Summer Fest every 
year. The annual end-of-sum-
mer celebration provides them 
the opportunity to participate 
in outdoor games, indoor dance 
parties, and much more.

“It’s like a field day for 
them,” said Brennan Greer, 
Janus manager of community 
employment. Greer was one of 
a handful who braved the high-
ly anticipated Wheel of Doom 
where participants get to bom-

bard beloved staff members 
with food items like pudding 
and Jello.

This year, for the first time, 
in addition to around 85 partic-
ipants, Janus welcomed nearly 
20 members of the Noblesville 
and Carmel fire and police de-
partments. 

Career Support Specialist 
Tori Trevorrow initially brought 
the idea to Janus leadership on 
her first day on the job in mid-
May. Trevorrow has worked 
with people of differing abili-
ties since high school, holds a 
bachelor’s degree from Taylor 

University in psychology with 
a minor focus in autism, and 
worked with Outside the Box 
prior to coming to Janus Devel-
opmental Services. 

In Trevorrow’s experience, 
there can be a gap in the connec-
tion between community mem-
bers with disabilities and police, 
fire, and emergency workers. 

“Sometimes people with 
disabilities are scared of officers 
because of what they have seen 
on TV,” Greer said.

Similarly, Trevorrow noted 
that while first responders re-
ceive training in this area, they 

aren’t always comfortable inter-
acting with people with commu-
nication abilities because they 
don’t have personal experience 
in those scenarios. 

“I wanted to help first re-
sponders feel more comfortable 
with participants and partici-
pants to feel more comfortable 
with first responders,” she said. 
“I wanted to put on an event to 
come together on a good day, 
so that when there is a bad day, 
they feel more comfortable with 
each other.”

Kentucky murder 
suspect arrested at 
Topgolf in Fishers

By MICHAELA SPRINGER
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

A Kentucky murder suspect was arrest-
ed after being found at the Topgolf in Fish-
ers, police say.

On Saturday, Bowl-
ing Green, Ky., Police 
Department detectives 
began a murder inves-
tigation after a per-
son was found dead. 
During the investiga-
tion, officers named 
David Profitt, 25, as a 
suspect.

Bowling Green de-
tectives contacted the FBI Violent Crime 
Task Force in Indianapolis after learning 
Profitt may have fled to Indianapolis. Task 
Force officers searched for Profitt, who was 
found at the Topgolf. The Fishers SWAT 
team was called to assist, and Profitt was 
taken into custody without incident.

He was being held at the Hamilton 
County jail in Noblesville without bond.

Proffitt

Applications for Circuit judge due
Thursday; Clem serves as interim

Applicants for judge 
of Hamilton Circuit 
Court have until 5 p.m. 
Thursday to submit ap-
plications to Gov. Eric 
Holcomb. The Circuit 
Court position is open 
due to the July 31 resig-
nation of former Judge 
Paul Felix who left the 
bench to accept a posi-

tion on the Indiana Court 
of Appeals.

Holcomb's staff will 
review the applications 
and make recommen-
dations to the governor 
who will make the ap-
pointment. Based on 
past history, it may take 
several months to com-
plete the process.

In the meantime, 
former Madison County 
Circuit Judge Thomas 
Clem has been appointed 
to serve as judge pro tem.

The successful ap-
plicant for judge will fill 
Felix's unexpired term 
which runs through Dec. 
31, 2024, and will be el-
igible to run for election 

to a full six-year term.
Circuit judges in In-

diana are paid a mini-
mum of $173,500 annu-
ally and can receive up 
to $194,000 depending 
on years of service, lev-
el of judicial education, 
and cost of living in the 
community they are 
serving.
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Photos provided by Janus Developmental Services
(Above left) Noblesville Police Department Officer Ben Lugar and K9 therapy dog Luna get to know participants, 
staff, and guests at Janus Summer Fest. (Above right) Following all the outdoor fun and afternoon ice cream 
sundaes, participants gathered inside for a dance party.
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New face coming to HEPL Board
By STU CLAMPITT
news@readthereporter.com

On a night with 26 members 
of the public requesting time to 
speak, Noblesville School Board 
President Dr. Joe 
Forgey had to make a 
motion for more time 
to let everyone have 
their chance. The top-
ics on the tip of every 
citizen’s tongue were 
the Hamilton East 
Public Library (HEPL) 
board appointment 
and hePL’s policy 
of reshelving books 
from the teen to the 
general (adult) collec-
tion area.

In a 3-2 vote on 
Tuesday night, the No-
blesville School Board 
appointed English 
teacher Bill Kenley 
to the HEPL Board. 
Current HEPL Board 
President Laura Alerd-
ing’s last day on the HEPL Board 
will be Aug. 26.

Kenley, a 1989 Noblesville 
High School (NHS) graduate, 
has taught at NHS since 1996. 
Noblesville Schools has previ-
ously referred to Kenley on its 
own website as “an inspirational 
educator, coach, author, champi-
on of the arts, and active Nobles-
ville resident.”

Alerding is one of five mem-
bers of the Noblesville School 
Board and was the only person 
on the seven-member HEPL 
Board who also held a position 
on the governing body given 

the power to appoint 
people to the library 
board.

Alerding voted 
against her own re-
placement to the HEPL 
board. Misti Ray also 
voted against Kenley’s 
new appointment to 
the HEPL Board.

Of the 26 mem-
bers of the public 
who were given the 
opportunity to speak 
Tuesday night, 12 
spoke in favor of 
the current library 
reshelving policy or 
in favor of Alerding’s 
reappointment. (It 
should be noted that 
three of those have a 
family name in com-

mon.) Ten spoke specifically 
against at least one of those 
things. Four people voiced their 
opinions without specifically 
stating a position.

Public comments before the 
vote went on for well over the 
allotted 45-minute time and con-
tained some notable moments.

One speaker, who said, like 
the Lorax, she wanted to speak 

Kenley

Alerding
for the books and wants a board 
appointee who would do the 
same, asked the school board to 
“appoint a new trustee who un-
derstands how books work.”

Another speaker compared 
the current debate over book 
shelving to the movie Footloose.

One person, speaking specifi-
cally in favor of Alerding’s reap-
pointment, said, “A vote against 
someone like Laura is a vote for 
pornography for children.”

Adam Crouch also spoke 

during the public comment sec-
tion. Readers may remember his 
name as the man who has repeat-
edly been escorted out of HEPL 
Board meetings by Fishers Police 
at Alerding’s request.

Mr. Crouch was not escort-
ed out of Tuesday night’s school 
board meeting.

Alerding’s final meeting as a 
member of the HEPL Board will 
be Aug. 24. At that meeting, new 
board officers will be chosen with 
their terms to begin on Sept. 1.

One book is not enough

See One Book . . . Page 3
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Throughout my entire 
pregnancy and since, when-
ever there have been mo-
ments that I’ve been wor-
ried or having a tough time, 
without fail, I’m visited by 
a dragonfly. I call Pat my 
dragonfly baby. I’ve taken 
such a liking to dragonflies 
that I wanted to learn more 
about these little insects 
which have brought me such 
calm during chaotic times in 
my life.

Dragonflies are fly-
ing insects that have been 
around for millions of years 
with over 5,000 varieties. 
You will often find them by 
water. Some can live up to 
a year, but oftentimes they 
only survive a few weeks. 
Dragonflies greatly help 
keep a balance with mos-
quito control. Dragonflies 
lay their eggs in water, and 
when the larvae hatch, they 
stay there for up to a couple 

of years.
According to smithso-

nianmag.com, “Dragonflies 
are expert fliers. They can 
fly straight up and down, 
hover like a helicopter and 
even mate mid-air. If they 
can’t fly, they’ll starve be-
cause they only eat prey 
they catch while flying.” 

In addition to their beau-
ty, they’re intriguing in-
sects that represent different 
things to various cultures. 
To me, they’re symbolic of 
calmness and a reminder 
that God has His hand on 
every situation in my life. 
They are a tangible sign of 
His presence and reassur-
ance that everything will be 
OK.

Nature is speaking to 
us and affording us the op-
portunity to trust that things 
will end up being OK. Are 
you listening?

Megan Rathz is a wife, 
mother, and teacher. She 
says everything she has ever 

learned in life came from her 
Master Gardener mother.
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Photo provided by Megan Rathz
Mary meeting her little dragonfly brother, Pat.

Summer Fest provided 
the perfect opportunity for 
that kind of positive interac-
tion, and local departments 
in Noblesville and Carmel 
responded to the call. 

The Noblesville and 
Carmel fire departments 
each brought out an engine 
for the participants to ex-
plore, and the Carmel Fire 
Department set up a tent 
with information. The fire 
department presence was 
such a hit with participants 
that some chose to wear 
their fire hats all day.

One particular partici-
pant, who has long dreamed 
of being a firefighter, was 
able to hang out with Carm-
el Fire Department Division 
Chief of Community Rela-
tions John Moriarty most of 
the day.

“He was in hog heaven,” 
said Janus Development and 
Communications Director 
Jerry Jamison. 

Another participant 
bragged that he got to sit by 
a police officer at lunch. 

“These are the things 
they live for,” Jamison said.

Noblesville Firefight-
er John Sage even jumped 
right in to participate in the 
Wheel of Doom, even fore-
going the protective poncho, 
shower cap, and goggles to 
the utter delight of partici-
pants.

In addition, partici-

pants got the opportunity 
to spend time with two K9 
therapy dogs who are part 
of NobleAct, a combined 
crisis response program of 
the Noblesville police and 
fire departments. Nobles-
ville Police Department’s 
Luna, handled by NobleAct 
Officer Ben Lugar, and No-
blesville Fire Department’s 
Carbon, handled by Divi-
sion Chief of Prevention 
and Public Relations Trevor 
Hash, are both black English 
labs trained by Ultimate Ca-
nine in Westfield. Two-year-
old Luna became the first 
therapy dog within a public 
safety agency in Hamilton 
County and responds to 911 
calls, using her specialized 
skills to de-escalate difficult 
situations and to snuggle 
on command. Not quite a 
year younger, Carbon offers 
comfort to firefighters in the 
station and in the communi-
ty, such as at the Janus Sum-
mer Fest.

And, of course, no sum-
mer celebration is complete 
without good food. The For 
the Love of Janus Guild was 
on hand serving walking ta-
cos for lunch and ice cream 
sundaes in the afternoon. 

“Having a good day to-
gether can break down a 
bunch of barriers later on,” 
Trevorrow said. “Today is 
just the first day in bridging 
the gap.”

Christ Lutheran Church 
10055 E. 186th St 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
www.clc-in.org 

RAIN OR SHINE!!! 
12:00-2:00 p.m. 
Join us for ice cream, bounce 
house, bubble station, and 
outdoor games. 

19
AUGUST

ICE CREAM 
SOCIAL!!!
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Photos provided by Janus Developmental Services
(TOP LeFT) They survived the Wheel of Doom! (From left) Manager of Transportation Ben Platz, Vice 
President of Client Services Tim White, Janus President and CeO Yolanda Kincaid, Creative Arts 
Coordinator Katie Kester, Noblesville Firefighter John Sage, For the Love of Janus Guild Member 
and parent of participant Leslie Carothers, and Manager of Community employment Brennan Greer. 
(Top right) Noblesville Fire Department K9 therapy dog Carbon is completely at ease with Janus staff 
members and participants. (ABOVe LeFT) Noblesville Firefighter went above and beyond the call of 
duty to face the Wheel of Doom. (ABOVe RIGHT) Janus Vice President of Client Services Tim White 
and Janus participant Gary enjoy learning about the Carmel Fire Department.

Janus
from Page 1
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Hamilton North Public Library 
209 W Brinton St., Cicero

Don’t go it alone 

Join us at Together Today! 

Together Today invites adults 55+ to enrich their lives through 
fun, educational, and healthy activities with  

friends new and established.  
Meets 1st & 3rd Fridays of the Month 9:00-1:30  

Breakfast and lunch provided. 

Together Today Arcadia 
1st & 3rd Fridays of the month 

Arcadia Christian Church 
 26901 State Rte 19, Arcadia, IN 46030  

Visit our website at www.shepherdscenterofhamiltoncounty.org or  

contact our office at 317-674-8777 for more information. 

We hope you can join us! 

PEN America calls on 
Hamilton East Public 

Library Board to restore 
books to teen section

Submitted by PEN
PEN America has ex-

pressed distress over the 
decision by the Hamilton 
East Public Library Board 
to move more than 1,300 
Young Adult books to its 
adult section under a new 
“Collection Development 
Policy” that overrides pub-
lisher, author, and librarian 
recommendations on where 
to shelve books.

The decision will make 
it more difficult for teenag-
ers to access books written 
for them, including John 
Green’s The Fault in Our 
Stars and Looking for Alas-
ka, Judy Blume’s Forever, 
Laurie Halse Andersons’s 
Speak, Leigh Bardugo’s Six 
of Crows, Ruta Sepetys’ Be-
tween Shades of Gray, Ang-
ie Thomas’ Concrete Rose, 
Kelly Yang’s Private Label, 
and hundreds more. The li-
brary said it had reviewed 
just over 25 percent of what 
it called “the high school 
collection” and moved 
1,385 books to the adult sec-
tion. Just 474 books were 
kept in the teen section.

Free Expression and Ed-
ucation programs director 
Jonathan Friedman made 
the following statement:

“The ongoing review 
of books in Hamilton East 
Public Library is distress-
ing. Teens have books that 
are written with them in 
mind; that is precisely what 
a YA collection is about. To 

dismantle that runs the risk 
of making teens disinclined 
to read, taking away their 
opportunity to explore and 
distill their own interests, 
or even to feel welcome in 
a library. The entire review 
appears motivated by a dis-
trust of young people, and 
an interest in curbing what 
ideas and information they 
have access to,” Friedman 
said. “In a letter to the dis-
trict, John Green was right 
to call it ‘political theater of 
the lowest and most embar-
rassing order.’”

About PEN America
PEN America stands at 

the intersection of literature 
and human rights to protect 
open expression in the Unit-
ed States and worldwide. 
PEN America champion the 
freedom to write, recogniz-
ing the power of the word to 
transform the world. Its mis-
sion is to unite writers and 
their allies to celebrate cre-
ative expression and defend 
the liberties that make it 
possible. To learn more visit 
PeN.org. Founded in 1922, 
PEN America is the largest 
of the more than 100 centers 
worldwide that make up the 
PEN International network. 
PEN America works to en-
sure that people everywhere 
have the freedom to create 
literature, to convey infor-
mation and ideas, to express 
their views, and to access 
the views, ideas, and litera-
tures of others.

Westfield author: moving books 
to different sections is “ludicrous”

Letter to the Editor

Grammar Guy says HEPL board’s 
policy is waste of taxpayer money

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor:
As an Indiana author, I believe 

there are no bad words, only uncom-
fortable meanings. It is our right as 
intellectual beings to interpret those 
meanings for ourselves. 

It is ludicrous that books are 
“moved” to different sections of the 
library, to be distributed at the fancy 
of a board of people who are forcing 
their beliefs and values on all patrons.

As a child, I was a voracious read-
er. At 12 years old, I was deemed too 
young by rules to read books that my 
college reading level needed to keep 
me engaged. My mother wrote to the 
library, and I was allowed to start 
reading ALL the books in the library. 

I thought the rule ignorant at the 
time and I still do. 

Libraries are the keepers of 
knowledge, and EVERYONE has 
the right to that knowledge. Librar-
ies allow free access to a world of 
information, and the opportunity this 

brings is invaluable. 
What is going on now at the 

HEPL is no different than my expe-
rience as a child and it is appalling in 
the extreme.

Not only is the HEPL board im-
posing its personal views on every-
one, they are taking away the rights 
of the parents to … parent. When we 
restrict access for children, we signal 
it is okay to restrict knowledge, and 
we move one step closer to restricting 
intellectual freedom of all. Challeng-
es to the sensibilities of patrons such 
as these challenges our intellectual 
freedom and smacks of fascism. 

This is a most dangerous form 
of censorship and encroaches on our 
freedoms as parents, patrons, and in-
telligent human beings. Our future 
access to all points of view is in dan-
ger with the actions of the HEPL li-
brary board. 

Moving one book back to the 
teen shelves where it belongs is a 

start. Stop the archaic Chicken Little 
attitude toward uncomfortable sub-
jects and return ALL books to where 
they belong.

Furthermore, this dunderpated 
posturing by members of the HEPL 
board is a waste of library time, 
money, and resources, based on the 
actions of the minority. This money 
would be better spent providing re-
sources to patrons or working with 
library leaders to find better ways to 
run libraries.

Perhaps this money and time 
should be spent on appointing board 
members with far more credentials 
than the current HEPL board that 
won't use their positions as a step-
ping stone for political aspirations or 
take away our freedom to intellectual 
information.

Nicole Kobrowski
Author and Owner of
Unseenpress.com, Inc.
Westfield

Dear Editor:
In the book Palm Sunday, Kurt 

Vonnegut writes, “Whenever ideas 
are squashed in this country, literate 
lovers of the American experiment 
write careful and intricate explana-
tions of why all ideas must be al-
lowed to live. It is time for them to 
realize that they are attempting to ex-
plain America at its bravest and most 
optimistic to orangutans.”

Hoosier-born Vonnegut was no 
stranger to book bans during his 
career. Slaughterhouse-Five, his 
most well-known novel, has been 
challenged, removed, burned, and 
banned from 1975 through the 
2010s. A satirical sci-fi novel, peo-
ple found Slaughterhouse offensive 
due to scenes involving sex, foul 
language, the acknowledgment of 

homosexuality, as well as its strong 
anti-war themes.

Now the bans have come to cen-
tral Indiana. Hamilton East Public 
Library (HEPL) board members will 
call this a “book-moving” crusade, 
as the teen sections in Noblesville 
and Fishers now resemble book 
ghost towns. 

Another famous Hoosier author, 
John Green, is appalled at the remov-
al of The Fault in Our Stars, a book 
written for teens with teen protago-
nists. Has the board read it? I doubt it.

Book bans and removals are a sad 
attempt at adults who feel threatened 
by people who don’t think like them 
to hold onto the power they fear is 
disappearing. What is actually hap-
pening is an attempt at equality. 

You have LGBTQIA neighbors. 

Black co-workers. Non-Christian 
family members. Drag queens exist. 
Let their perspectives be represented. 

As a syndicated grammar col-
umnist, I don’t agree with any of the 
HEPL board’s reasoning or perspec-
tives on removing books from the 
library. Censorship has no place in 
the public library. It’s a thinly veiled 
attempt at suppressing the public’s 
First Amendment rights. 

The HEPL board is wasting 
Hamilton County tax dollar money 
by combing through books to flag 
them for suspicious perspectives. 
I’m a proud Noblesville resident but 
ashamed of the HEPL board. We 
can’t let this continue to happen.

Curtis honeycutt
AKA Grammar Guy
Noblesville

"I’m glad John’s book 
is going to be put back, but 
teens deserve access to all 
the books that got moved," 
Yang told The Reporter. 
"All teens, including teens 
of color, deserve to feel 
seen and valued. To pick 
and choose which narra-
tives and books get to stay 
in the YA section and which 
must be moved to Adult is 
not only a waste of taxpayer 
dollars, it’s censorship. It’s 
making a judgment call on 

which stories get to be told."
Yang said she thinks the 

HEPL policy (which is cost-
ing over $300,000 to imple-
ment) is not only bad for 
taxpayers, but for teenage 
readers as a whole. 

"It makes it that much 
harder for teens to find the 
stories that were written 
for them, that they need to 
feel less alone in the uni-
verse," Yang said. "This, at a 
time when teens have gone 
through so much during the 

pandemic – and desperately 
need stories to process and 
heal. That goes against the 
core mission of libraries to 
serve everyone."

Yang was very clear that 
she is not advocating sole-
ly for her own titles to be 
moved back to the section 
they were specifically writ-
ten for.

"Even if the library 
moves one or two books 
back, it’s not a win," Yang 
said. "All YA books pulled 

need to be moved back." 
Yang said she does not 

blame the Fishers commu-
nity or the librarians for this 
policy.

"I want to add that I 
have so much love and ad-
miration for the community 
of Fishers and the librarians 
of Hamilton East Public Li-
brary," Yang said. "I was just 
at HELP last year, speaking 
on my middle grade novel 
Front Desk and the com-
munity came out and gave 

me such a standing ovation. 
I know how much these 
books matter to the kids and 
teens of the Fishers com-
munity – I heard from them 
first hand. I also know how 
hard the librarians are work-
ing to safeguard books. But 
they can’t do it alone. So I 
urge everyone to speak up 
and show up to their local 
library board meeting, if 
they care about the right 
to think freely and read 
freely! Let’s stand up to 

censorship together."
If any authors, readers 

of books, or readers of this 
newspaper would like to 
have their voices heard on 
this issue, please write to 
News@ReadTheReporter.
com. Include your name, 
city of residence, and phone 
number in your email. While 
we will not publish your 
contact information, we do 
need it for any follow-up 
questions The Reporter may 
have prior to publication.

One Book
from Page 1

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the
opinions of The Reporter, its publisher or

its staff. You can submit your own
Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com.

Please include your phone number and
city of residence. The Reporter will

publish one letter per person per week.
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mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
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We can do something about farmland loss
Dozens of 

people gathered 
at the Sheridan 
Historical Society 
Museum on Satur-
day morning, July 
29, to learn about 
farmland pres-
ervation. I orga-
nized the event to 
learn how to pro-
tect my great-great-grandfa-
ther’s farm.

We were disappointed 
to learn that the American 
Farmland Trust (AFT) ranks 
Indiana in the top 10 states 
in projected loss of high-
ly productive farmland by 
2040, and in the bottom 10 
for its response to this loss.

Farmland is being con-
verted to other uses nation-
wide. Between 2001 and 
2016, an area equal to all 
the land in the country used 
in 2017 to grow fruits, nuts, 
and vegetables – the things 
we love to eat right off the 
farm – was lost to agricul-
ture. 

While the conversion of 
agricultural land is wide-
spread, responses vary 
around the country. Some 
communities value the 
green space, wildlife habi-
tat, local farm products, and 
contributions to quality of 
life enough to help farmers 
protect their land. People in 
other areas ignore the prob-
lem and simply mourn the 
lost farmland. 

Nearly 30 states (Indiana 
is not one) protect farmland 
by paying eager landowners 
to permanently separate the 
development rights from 
their land. The owners keep 
all their other rights: they 
can continue to farm, pass 
the land to heirs, or sell it 
to other farmers. Farmland 
without development rights 
costs less than unrestricted 
land, which makes it easier 
for other farmers to buy. The 
document that severs devel-
opment rights from farm-
land is an agricultural con-
servation easement (ACE).

One of our speakers in 
Sheridan was Mike Yoder. 
Yoder has worn many hats 
during his career, which 
has included 16 years as an 
Elkhart County commis-
sioner, 18 years with the 
county Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, and 
close to 40 years’ experi-
ence in land use. He has 
also been a dairy farmer 

and a crop farmer 
and was instru-
mental in starting 
the Wood-Land-
Lake Land Trust 
(WLL), where he 
serves as Presi-
dent. WLL helps 
farmers through-
out Indiana pre-
serve their land 

with ACEs.
Everyone who has 

protected land with WLL 
voluntarily gave up the de-
velopment rights; none has 
been paid for these rights. 
Yoder said, “Everyone talks 
about preserving farmland, 
but nobody wants to pay 
farmers to do that. They just 
want farmers to reduce their 
retirement income by do-
nating the value of an ease-
ment. That’s not fair and 
that’s not right.” 

He continued, “We need 
to figure out a way to con-
nect preserving farmland 
with the desire to create 
and sustain vibrant com-
munities. Farmers donating 
conservation easements 
are contributing significant 
value to their community, 
which enhances the quality 
of place and life. I am not 
aware of a single communi-
ty in Indiana that recognizes 
this charitable contribution.”

Another speaker, 
Beth Clarizia, described a 
“vast opportunity” to pro-
tect farmland in the state 
through the federal program 
she manages. The Agri-
cultural Land Easement 
(ALE) program of the Nat-
ural Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS) pays up to 
half the value of ACEs on 
qualified land. Some states 
will pay farmers the other 
half of an easement’s value; 
Indiana does not. Clarizia 
pointed out that the state is 
missing out on a large pot of 
federal money that could be 
tapped if there were a source 
of matching funds.

In the last session of the 
General Assembly, Rep-
resentative Kendell Culp 
(R-Rensselaer) sponsored 
two laws that address farm-
land preservation. The first 
directed the Indiana Depart-
ment of Agriculture to deter-
mine where, why, and how 
much farmland has been lost 
in the state. The second cre-
ated a Land Use Task Force 
to explore how Indiana can 
expand economically while 

also protecting farmland.
At the event in Sheridan, 

several people had questions 
about the recent purchase of 
thousands of acres of farm-
land for the LEAP business 
park near Lebanon in rural 
Boone County. Culp said 
that he also had questions 
but had gotten few answers. 
He was concerned about 
how water and power will 
be supplied to the site, and 
how that might affect area 
utilities and communities. 
He also noted that the pur-
chase of the land had driv-
en up farmland prices in the 
area.

One person in Sheridan 
mourned the fate of small 
towns that “lose the grocery 
store, and then people are 
forced to leave the commu-
nity.” 

But this has the process 
backwards. 

Small town businesses 
don’t want to close. Resi-
dents leave the community 
to shop, which forces the 

businesses to close. Farmers 
don’t want to sell to devel-
opers. Developers outbid 
other buyers when cash-
poor, land-rich farmers want 
to retire.

Grocery stores and farm-
land both enhance the qual-
ity of life in a community. 
Many towns have already 
lost their grocery store, but 

many still have abundant 
farmland. We can protect 
our remaining farmland by 
paying willing farmers to 
separate development rights 
from their land.

If you want to see farm-
land preserved to enhance 
the quality of life in your 
area, consider asking your 
Indiana legislators what 

they’re doing to protect 
farmland.

Cindy Salo is a plant 
ecologist who studies army 
cutworms in the intermoun-
tain west and writes about 
research and agriculture 
from rural Idaho and Arizo-
na. Find more about Cindy 
and Indiana farmland pres-
ervation at CindySalo.com.

CInDY SaLO

gUeSt COLUMnISt

Photos by Steve Martin
(Above left) Beth Clarizia, Indiana easement Program Manager with the Natural Resource Conservation 
Service, describes the agency’s Agricultural Land easement program. (Top right) Mike Yoder, President 
of the Wood-Land-Lakes Land Trust, shares ideas on farmland preservation. (Above right) Indiana 
Representative Kendell Culp (R-Rensselaer) answers questions about farmland preservation after an 
event on the topic at the Sheridan Historical Society Museum. (Below) Dozens of people gathered at 
the Sheridan Historical Society on July 29 to learn about farmland preservation.

https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://l.ead.me/bd8HPa
http://cindysalo.com/
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Letter to the Editor

Shaffer wonders how much 
more Carmel Redevelopment 

Commission can spend
Dear Editor:
Carmel’s civic debt addicts are hard at work gob-

bling up more land.
Its annual financial reports list $140 million in land 

ownership already. Four bonds allocate $31 million in 
borrowed money to buy land (plus interest over the life 
of the bonds) according to bond data the city provided 
the Indiana Department of Local Government Finance.

The Carmel Redevelopment Commission (CRC) 
already owns more than 120 parcels of land according 
to county record. Now it is getting city council approval 
to buy 453 other parcels. 

This is the bunch that earlier was authorized to buy 
seven parcels for $3.5 million and bought the seven for 
$10.2 million. What it pays for 453 more is anyone’s 
worst nightmare.

Is it time Carmel voters intervened with the addicts?
Bill Shaffer
Carmel

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
PA

ST
O  ITALIANO

 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday August 18
Frank Bradford

 Reservations Recommended 

FOOD

8:00 am 
 

DRIVE
Saturday

26 August, 2023

Bring nonperishable food items to donate

Fishers Farmers' Market 

12:00 pm
- 

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include 
your phone number and city of residence. The 

Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

“Eating crap-
py food isn’t a re-
ward – it’s a pun-
ishment.” – Drew 
Carey

Okay I am not 
going to define 
“crappy food” 
for everyone, al-
though I believe 
most of us really 
do know what 
is involved there! I am not 
here to bash fast food … or 
am I?

We are winding up our 
summer produce season 
very soon and I hope you 
have taken advantage of 
the many opportunities to 
purchase fresh vegetables 
and fruits over the summer. 
Many of you garden and 
that is a great way to obtain 
delicious options. Other 
venues to obtain these items 
are many and include gro-
cery stores, farmers’ mar-
kets, produce stands, and 
locally Teter Organic Farm. 

We often see adver-
tisements for supplements 
which give us the impres-
sion that the items replace 
fresh fruits and vegetables. 
While these are perhaps fine 
once in a while if you feel 
that you have not given your 
body the fuel that it needs 
for optimal performance, 
please do not rely on these 
supplements on a regular ba-
sis. While I am certainly not 

against supple-
ments (although 
you should vet the 
producers of the 
supplements as 
there are so many 
on the market) 
they are never a 
substitute for the 
nutrients you re-
ceive from fresh 
foods. A diet rich 

in vegetables and fruits can 
lower blood pressure, re-
duce the risk of heart dis-
ease and stroke, prevent 
some types of cancer, low-
er risk of eye and digestive 
problems, and have a posi-
tive effect upon blood sugar, 
which can help keep appe-
tite in check. Eating non-
starchy vegetables and fruits 
like apples, pears, and green 
leafy vegetables may even 
promote weight loss. Their 
low glycemic loads prevent 
blood sugar spikes that can 
increase hunger.1

Okay – enough of that! 
How about some ideas/
suggestions on great tast-
ing menu ideas for fresh 
foods which are in such 
abundance right now? I 
know many of you are very 
aware of your favorites and 
actually can and preserve, 
which is a delicious way to 
enjoy them all year round. 
I will share some of my fa-
vorite go-to items that we 
enjoy at my home, wheth-

er you grow some of these 
items yourself or purchase 
locally.

Tomatoes are in great 
abundance right now and 
we enjoy making home-
made salsa which can be 
used not only with “chips” 
but also as a topper for 
many fresh vegetable items, 
as well as scrambled eggs. 
How about chopped to-
matoes, cucumber slices, 
sprigs of basil and a little 
olive oil – yum!

Vegetable skewers on 
the grill are another favor-
ite, especially with pineap-
ple. Although I personally 
am vegetarian, you might 
wish to add some protein 
such as shrimp or chicken 
to your skewers and vege-
table recipes. I like to sauté 
my vegetables in a small 
amount of avocado oil, 
adding in fresh garlic to my 
broccoli, bell peppers, on-
ions, snow peas, cauliflow-
er, fresh corn, artichoke, 
and Brussels sprouts. If you 
are vegetarian, you can al-
ways add black beans or 
tofu for some extra pro-
tein or add your shrimp or 
chicken if preferred. I like 
to top Jasmine rice with my 
sautéed vegetables. Dark 
leafy greens such as kale 
and spinach are a must to 
round out your food plan. 

Don’t forget about those 
colorful fruits! Blueberries 

in particular are antioxi-
dant-rich. Strawberries, 
blackberries, raspberries 
are all still readily available 
in most markets. Melons, 
particularly cantaloupe, 
are all rich in Vitamin C as 
are strawberries. Bananas 
are rich in potassium but 
with any of the above-men-
tioned food items be sure to 
check with your physician 
if you feel some may be 
contraindicated for you due 
to allergies or prescription 
medications.

Eating seasonally and 
well is especially easy 
during the summer and 
early fall months. A trip to 
the fast-food line once in a 
while will not interfere with 
your quest to be healthy and 
fit, but make sure that is not 
a common “go to” in your 
nutrition goals. Eating well 
will become a habit that you 
continue for a lifetime and 
reap the health and well-
ness benefits you deserve. 
Enjoy!

1Harvard School of Pub-
lic Health
Sharon McMahon, CNWC

The opinions expressed 
in this article are not intend-
ed to replace advice of your 
personal physician or li-
censed health professional. 
Please consult your physi-
cian for any issues you may 
have related to nutrition or 
fitness activity.

ShaROn McMahOn
Be Well

COLUMnISt

Reward yourself with 
good, nutritious food

Concert artist Jeff Harnar kicks 
off international tour in Carmel
Submitted

Award-winning vocal-
ist Jeff Harnar will release 
his new album A Collective 
Cy: Jeff Harnar Sings Cy 
Coleman on Sept. 8, fea-
turing both hits and rarities 
from the Tony, Grammy 
and Emmy Award-win-
ning composer of Sweet 
Charity, City of Angels and 
more.

Harnar will celebrate the 
new album with national 
tour stops in St. Louis, Chi-
cago, London, New York 
– and Carmel! – with more 
dates to be announced.

You can see Harnar on 
Sept. 8 and 9 at Feinstein’s 
at Hotel Carmichael in Car-
mel. Buy tickets at fein-
steinshc.com/events.

For A Collective Cy, 
Harnar and a full orchestra 
put a jazzy and sophisticat-
ed spin on Coleman’s pop 
standards and music the-
atre classics, including a 
cut number from Barnum 

and two selections from the 
rarely-staged show Seesaw.

A Collective Cy features 
special guests in pop/jazz 
vocalists Ann Hampton Cal-
laway, Liz Callaway (both 
Tony nominees), Nicolas 
King, and Danny Bacher.

Harnar has performed at 
Carnegie Hall for both the 
Cole Porter and Noël Cow-
ard Centennial Galas. His 
PBS concerts include “The 
1959 Broadway Songbook” 
and “American Songbook: 
Stephen Sondheim.” He 
toured in the Sympho-
ny Pops Concert “I Got 
Rhythm: Mickey & Judy’s 
Hollywood.” He has won 
multiple MAC, Bistro, and 
The Noël Coward Founda-
tion awards.

In 2022, Harnar released 
his fifth solo album, I Know 
Things Now: My Life in 
Sondheim’s Words with a 
20-piece orchestra. Also 
in 2022, he was the recip-
ient of the Mabel Mercer 

Foundation’s Mabel Mer-
cer Award, and the winner 
of three BroadwayWorld 
Cabaret Awards. In 2023 
the Manhattan Association 
of Cabarets honored him 
as “Celebrity Artist” and I 
Know Things Now won the 

Major Recording Award. He 
performs in the movie Josh-
ua Tree, 1951: A Portrait 
of James Dean from Icono-
clast Films.

Learn more about the 
singer and pre-order his new 
album at Jeffharnar.com.

Graphic provided

By MICHAELA SPRINGER
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

A Boone Circuit Court 
jury found a Noblesville 
man guilty of the attempt-
ed murder of his son-in-law 
in January 2020, a release 
from the Boone County 
Proseutor’s Office made 
Tuesday says.

Mark Wilburn, 57, was 
convicted Tuesday of fel-
ony charges of attempted 
murder, aggravated battery, 
battery with a deadly weap-
on, and criminal reckless-
ness.

On Jan. 27, 2020, Leba-
non Police Department offi-
cers were called to a report 
of a person shot at a home 
in the 800 block of Cohen 
Street. That’s northeast of 

the I-65 inter-
change at State 
Road 32.

When of-
ficers arrived, 
they found then 
29-year-old Mi-
chael Maxwell 
suffering from a 
gunshot wound to 
the chest. He was taken to a 
local hospital for treatment, 
and later taken to a hospital 
in Indianapolis for surgery.

According to the re-
lease, the shooting stemmed 
from an argument between 
Wilburn and Maxwell, 
who is his son-in-law. The 
argument spawned during 
a child exchange between 
Maxwell and his estranged 
wife, Wilburn’s daughter.

During the exchange, 

Wilburn alleged-
ly pointed a hand-
gun at Maxwell’s 
head. Maxwell 
attempted to 
knock the gun 
out of Wilburn’s 
hand. Wilburn 
then shot Max-
well in the neck 

and shoulder area.
Wilburn proceeded to 

chase Maxwell around a ve-
hicle and attempted to shoot 
him again, but his handgun 
jammed.

The incident happened 
feet away from Wilburn’s 
grandchildren.

Wilburn was later taken 
into custody at a hotel in 
Fultondale, Ala.

A sentencing hearing is 
scheduled for Sept. 25.

Noblesville man convicted of 
attempted murder of son-in-law

Wilburn

https://www.greenavenue.info/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://www.chriscenterpaws.com/upcoming-events
https://www.feinsteinshc.com/events
https://www.feinsteinshc.com/events
http://jeffharnar.com/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/crime-watch-8/noblesville-man-convicted-of-attempted-murder-of-son-in-law/
https://readthereporter.com/events
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Carmel Democrats to hold 
‘Human Library’ tonight for 
citizens to meet candidates

Submitted
Carmel Democrats have 

made history with one may-
oral and seven city council 
candidates for office in the 
upcoming November elec-
tion.

“Carmel residents don’t 
often get a choice at the bal-
lot box,” said Beth Sprun-
ger, Vice President of the 
Carmel Democratic Club. 
“This year, there will be a 
record number of people to 
choose from, but many vot-

ers are still not aware.”
So, the club will hold 

what’s called a “Human 
Library” where, instead of 
books, citizens can “check 
out” their candidates for 
office, get to know them, 
and make more informed 
decisions about their own 
democracy. The entire com-
munity is invited to stay 
informed by attending this 
event.

The event will take place 
from 5 to 7 p.m. this eve-

ning, Aug. 16, in Commu-
nity Room A at the Carmel 
Clay Public Library, 425 E. 
Main St.

The candidates for office 
are Miles Nelson for May-
or; Sara Draper and Jake 
Madore for City Council, 
At-Large; Melanie Brown, 
Northwest District; Court-
ney Culver, North Central 
District; Jeremy Eltz, South 
East District; Jessica Irvine, 
South Central District; and 
Anita Joshi, West District.

The seasonal positions are ideal for individuals who possess a passion for delivering 
exceptional customer service and are interested in working on a vintage train. Seasonal 

positions will run from October through January 1st. Most shifts will be Friday, Saturday and/
or Sunday. Youth over the age of 16 are encouraged to apply. Interested applicants can apply 

online through our application form at  https://forms.gle/5gjy8oysyzUX1GaH8

Team members Needed!
seasoNal, ParT-Time PosiTioNs available Now

Full-Time assisTaNT direcTor
Nickel Plate Express is also in search of an Assistant Director to support our local non-profit 
organization. The Assistant Director will collaborate with our Executive Director in planning, 
executing, and providing exceptional train rides. Canidates should have experience in event 

planning, marketing, communication, computer skills, and social media. This is a salaried 
full-time position with a salary range of $38,000 - $42,000. This position will typically work 
Tuesday-Saturday, so weekend availability is a must.  If you are interested in this position, 

please send your resume to Emily at  ereynolds@nickelplateexpress.org

Photos provided by Noblesville Lions Club
Last Saturday, the Noblesville Lions helped at the Humane Society for Hamilton County’s 5K Run/Walk fundraiser in Fishers. The event drew over 850 
participants. The Lions passed out water at two different water stations. (Above left) Lions Vicki Neddenriep, Jen Carr, Josh Kozicki, Jeff Kozicki, and 
Tim Baker. Lion Gary Hipes (not pictured) also assisted the group. (Above right) Lion Jen Carr passing out water to a finisher.

Noblesville Lions Club supports 
Humane Society’s 5K run/walk

Thank you for supporting 4-H kids, Hamilton County!
Where can I find 4-H Results?
ARCADIA 
Arcadia Town Hall  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .208 W Main St .
Hamilton Heights  .  .  .  .Main Office of each school
Jackson Township Office   .  .  .  .  .506 W Main St .

ATLANTA 
Atlanta Town Hall   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 105 E Main St .

CARMEL 
Carmel City Hall   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Civic Square
Monon Community Bdlg .   .  . 1195 Central Park Dr . W .
Visitor’s Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37 E Main St .

CICERO 
Cicero Parks Dept .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1050 S Pearl St .
Cicero Utilities Office  .  .  .  .  .  . 331 E Jackson St . 
Hamilton North Library  .  .  .  .  .209 W Brinton St .

FISHERS 
Fishers Arts Council   .  .  .11810 Techonology Dr .
(for Second Friday Reception, 6-8 p.m. Aug. 11)

NOBLESVILLE 
4-H Extension Office  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2003 Pleasant St .
Adler Attorneys  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .136 S 9th St .
Community First Bank   .  . 17661 Village Ctr . Dr .
Nickel Plate Express  .  .  .  .  . 825 Forest Park Dr .
 (during September rides)
Noblesville City Hall   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .16 S 10th St .
Noblesville Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 18025 River Road
Rep. Spartz’s Office   .  .  .  . 5540 Pebble Village Ln .
Schwartz’s Bait & Tackle  .  .  .  . 118 Cicero Road
Tom Wood VW  .  .  .  .  .  .  .14701 Tom Wood Way

SHERIDAN 
Sheridan Town Hall  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 506 S Main St .
Sheridan Schools  .  .  .Main Office of each school

STRAWTOWN 
Taylor Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12308 Strawtown Ave .

WESTFIELD 
Basile Westfield Playhouse   .  .  . 220 N Union St .
 (during productions)
Community First Bank   .  .  . 381 S Jct . Crossing
Community First Bank   .  . 707 E State Road 32
Cool Creek Nature Center   .  .  . 2000-1 E 151st St .
CrossRoads Church  .  .  . 19201 Grassy Branch
Farmers Market  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 225 S Union St .
(in the Chamber Info tent, Thursdays, 5-8 p.m.)

Pick up your free copies now!

Get Euchred with Phi Beta Psi, 
Theta Alpha Upsilon Chapter

The REPORTER
Phi Beta Psi Sorority, 

Theta Alpha Upsilon Chapter, 
welcomes everyone to their 
Euchre Night Fundraiser on 
Saturday, Sept. 9.

Play will begin at 4 p.m. 
at The Vine, located inside 
Noblesville First United 
Methodist Church, 2051 

Monument St., Noblesville.
To guarantee your seat, 

please email your name, cell 
phone number, and number 
of players to Phi Beta Psi at 
pbpnoblesville@gmail.com 
with subject line EUCHRE 
RSVP. Cost is $15 per person 
to play. Payment instructions 
will be provided in response 

to your reservation.
Bring $1 bills to pay when 

you get Euchred. RSVPs are 
requested but not required.

Food will be available 
for goodwill donation. Prof-
its go to support Phi Beta 
Psi’s benevolence fund and 
cancer research. Please join 
for a fun evening.

https://forms.gle/5gjy8oysyzUX1GaH8
mailto:ereynolds%40nickelplateexpress.org?subject=
mailto:pbpnoblesville%40gmail.com?subject=
https://readthereporter.com
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Land-locked yacht rock concludes 
Cool Creek Summer Concert Series
It was smooth sailing last Friday night for the final set in the Cool Creek Concert Series as The Nauti Yachtys crooned 
classic hits from Yacht Rock captains of the ‘70s and ‘80s. Steely Dan, Boz Scaggs, Michael McDonald, Todd Rundgren, 

Gerry Rafferty, Hall & Oates, Ambrosia, Eagles, Player, Rupert Holmes, Christopher Cross, Jackson Browne … you 
name it, they can play it! See where they’ll dock next by going to TheNautiYachtys.com. Thank you to these sponsors 
for another great Cool Creek Summer Concert series: Andersen Windows & Doors By Hometown Window & Door 

Company, Napleton Automotive Group, Ashlin Hadden Insurance, The National Bank of Indianapolis, Compass 
Realty – Stacey Sobczak, Sobczak Construction Services, Community First Bank of Indiana, Keeler-Webb, Friends 
of Hamilton County Parks, Inc., Bach to Rock, and Lowe’s Home Improvement. Find out more ways to enjoy the 

outdoors by going to MyHamiltonCountyParks.com. (Photos provided by Hamilton County Parks & Recreation)

http://visithamiltoncounty.com/art-pass
https://thenautiyachtys.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com/
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The REPORTER
With construction season in full swing, thus mak-

ing it ever more challenging to travel around Hamil-
ton County, our friends at Hamilton County Tourism 
have compiled this handy guide.

Below you will find links to road projects in each 
of the four major cities in the county, as well as coun-
ty projects like the Streamline 146th plan. Even a link 
to state projects through INDOT is included. Thank 
you, Hamilton County Tourism!

Carmel road projects
Fishers road projects

Noblesville road projects
Westfield road projects

* * *
Streamline 146th

Hamilton County road projects
INDOT projects across the state

Find the best route to your 
destination thanks to

Hamilton County Tourism

East District Office: (765) 369-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefits
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative flags flown 
over the US Capitol from my office.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Office: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my office to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My office can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN 
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Rep. Spartz calls Biden’s $40B supplemental 
request unacceptable & dangerous politics

The REPORTER
Congresswoman Vic-

toria Spartz (R-Ind.-05) 
issued the following state-
ment Tuesday on Presi-
dent Biden’s $40 billion 
supplemental funding re-
quest, which includes $24 
billion of Ukraine associ-
ated funding, including $5 
billion for direct security 
assistance, $12 billion to 
FEMA disaster relief fund 
for emergencies, and $4 
billion for border security 

and migration.
“Not even 

three months 
have passed 
since President 
Biden signed the 
debt ceiling deal, 
and he is already 
circumventing 
his agreement,” 
Rep. Spartz said. 
“It’s unfortunate that he 
is trying to politicize the 
issue of Ukraine again to 
score some political points, 

keeps slow-walk-
ing military assis-
tance to Ukraine, 
which costs a 
lot of money to 
Americans and 
a lot of lives to 
Ukrainians, con-
tinues to neglect 
some serious 
domestic issues, 

like border security and 
sound energy policies, and 
is just blatantly mismanag-
ing our country fiscally.

“Congress has not 
passed any appropriations 
bills yet and considering 
our dire fiscal situation, 
no supplemental funding 
should be allowed – all 
funding, including Ukraine 
and emergency reserves, 
should be included in our 
regular 2024 appropriations 
according to the deal Biden 
signed recently, which is 
just a 1 percent cut from the 
already COVID-inflated 
2023 budget.”

Spartz

More lane restrictions along 146th Street
Beginning on or after Thursday, Aug. 17, between 

the hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., 146th Street from Alli-
sonville Road to a point approximately 1,800 feet west 
of Allisonville Road (west of Renner’s Body Works) 
will be under a lane restriction. The westbound right 
lane will be restricted.

Drive with extreme caution through this construc-
tion zone and help keep workers safe during this re-
striction. Click here for more project information.

Photos provided
YouTube stars Shane Burcaw and Hannah Aylward, better known as 
Squirmy & Grubs, enlightened and delighted an audience of around 
200 people at an Aug. 10 event hosted by BraunAbility at the Center 
for the Performing Arts in Carmel. Married in 2020, the Minnesota 
residents have amassed more than 1.5 million followers on their 
YouTube channel, where they share their experiences as an interabled 
couple while advocating for accessibility and inclusion of people 
with disabilities. Burcaw, author of three books, uses a wheelchair 
as a result of spinal muscular atrophy, a rare neurodegenerative 
disorder that causes loss of motor neurons and progressive muscle 
wasting. Shane and Hannah work with BraunAbility to spread their 
joint mission to advance disability inclusion and accessibility for 
people with mobility challenges and their caregivers. Click here to 
watch their video about their time in Carmel.

YouTube stars Squirmy & Grubs 
speak to Carmel crowd about

disability inclusion & accessibility

https://www.carmellink.com/
https://www.fishers.in.us/381/Drive-Fishers
https://tinyurl.com/bddpvfpe
https://tinyurl.com/4kxzt3ma
http://streamline146.com/
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/451/Transportation-Improvement-Project-Map
https://entapps.indot.in.gov/dotmaps/nlri/
https://spartz.house.gov/
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/1238/146th-St-Allisonville-Rd-Interchange
https://tinyurl.com/yc6he86e
https://tinyurl.com/2e4584f9
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Today’s BiBLE REading
Abram & Lot Separate

So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with 
his wife and everything he had, and Lot went with 
him. Abram had become very wealthy in livestock 
and in silver and gold.

From the Negev he went from place to place 
until he came to Bethel, to the place between 
Bethel and Ai where his tent had been earlier and 
where he had first built an altar. There Abram 
called on the name of the Lord.

Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, 
also had flocks and herds and tents. But the land 
could not support them while they stayed together, 
for their possessions were so great that they 
were not able to stay together. And quarreling 
arose between Abram’s herders and Lot’s. The 
Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the 
land at that time.

So Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not have any 
quarreling between you and me, or between your 
herders and mine, for we are close relatives. Is not 
the whole land before you? Let’s part company. If 
you go to the left, I’ll go to the right; if you go to 
the right, I’ll go to the left.”

Genesis 13:1-9 (NIV)
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REALTORS

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

THE

REALTORS®

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com
Well maintained 2 BR, 2 BA home in Willow Lake, 

home overlooks pond, has huge great room, double 
sided gas fireplace, sunroom, den, upper loft, 3 season 

room, kitchen w/island, eating area and kitchen 
appliances stay. A perfect “10”. BLC#21918617

17155 McKenna Way 
Noblesville • $354,900

SOLD!

18507 Idlewind Court
Westfield • $1,499,000

8675 Luann Street
Noblesville • $294,900

Stunning former Home-A-Rama beauty featuring 
5BR, 3BA/2 half baths, walkout basement, 
beautiful hardwood floors, and gorgeous 

architecture throughout.  BLC#21931254

Cute as a button and neat as a pin! This adorable 
brick home offers 4 BR/2 BA and is move-in ready.
No HOA, large lot, & close to parks, golf courses,  

& downtown Noblesville. BLC#21931520 

PENDING

PENDING

Low maintenance home located in sought after 
Highlands of Stony Creek. Stunning 2BR/2BA home 

with office offers a split floorplan & open concept living. 
Patio with lighted pergola. Amenities include swimming 

pool, clubhouse, gym, tennis, pickleball, playground, 
basketball & walking trails!  BLC#21935552

17016 Loch Circle
Noblesville • $344,900

PENDING As summer winds 
down, the housing 

market is still red hot!

Zachary Michael Trump
november 5, 2003 – august 12, 2023

Zachary Michael Trump, 19, Noblesville, passed away 
on Saturday, August 12, 2023, as 
the result of an accident. He was 
born on November 5, 2003, in 
Noblesville.

Zach worked for G&G Un-
derground Construction. His ma-
jor passion was riding motorcy-
cles. Zach loved being outdoors 
fishing, skateboarding, shooting 
guns, snow skiing, and golfing 
with his grandpa. He was an 
amazing friend, sibling, and son 
who lived life to the fullest.

Zach is survived by his mother, Amanda (Stuart) Wil-
liamson; father, Tanner (Christina) Trump; siblings, Jul-
lian Taylor, Jada Trump, Hunter Trump, Ashton William-
son, and Lizzy Williamson; grandparents, Charlene & Bill 
Cummings, Gary & Lisa Trump, Bob & Cheryl Jones, and 
Ian & Dian Williamson; uncle and aunts, David & Annie 
Quear, Travis & Julie Trump, and Ashley Santasiero; as 
well as several beloved aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends.

He was preceded in death by his grandfather, Mike 
Quear; and his grandmother, Teresa G. Jones.

Visitation will be from 4 to 7 p.m., with a Celebration of 
Life service at 7 p.m., on Friday, August 18, 2023, at Ran-
dall & Roberts Funeral Home, 1150 Logan St., Noblesville.

Memorial contributions may be made to a GoFundMe 
account set up by the family (gofund.me/7130ffca).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Barlow H. Poindexter
May 10, 1925 – august 12, 2023

Barlow H. Poindexter, 98, Noblesville, passed away on 
Saturday, August 12, 2023, at Harbour 
Manor Care Center in Noblesville. He 
was born on May 10, 1925, to William 
and Fanny (Melton) Poindexter in Hart 
County, Ky.

Barlow was a self-employed con-
struction worker.

He is survived by his daughter, 
Carol (Kenny) Wariner; son, Jerry 
(Connie) Poindexter; sister, Zelma 

Shaw; seven grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren.
In addition to his parents, Barlow was preceded in death 

by his wife, Dorothy M. Poindexter; grandson, Matthew 
Joseph Wariner; great-granddaughter, Natalie Marie Wari-
ner; three brothers; and two sisters.

Visitation will be from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., with services 
at 1 p.m., on Friday, August 18, 2023, at Randall & Roberts 
Funeral Home, 1150 Logan St., Noblesville. Brad Wariner 
will officiate.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Meeting Notices
The Atlanta Town Council has 

rescheduled its Monday, Aug. 28 
meeting for 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Aug. 29, 2023, at Atlanta Town 
Hall, 105 E. Main St., Atlanta.

The Atlanta Town Council will 
hold a budget workshop at 10 a.m. 
on Wednesday, Aug. 16, 2023, at 
130 W. Walton St., Atlanta.

The Hamilton County Parks & 
Recreation Board will meet at 6 
p.m. on Monday, Aug. 21, 2023, 
at Osprey Pointe Pavilion, 19777 
Morse Park Lane, Noblesville.

The Hamilton East Public Li-
brary Board of Trustees will meet 
in an executive session at 4 p.m. 
on Monday, Aug. 21, 2023, at the 
Fishers branch of the library, locat-
ed at 5 Municipal Drive, Fishers.

The purpose of the meeting 
is to discuss a job performance 
evaluation of individual employ-
ees in accordance with Ind. Code 
§5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(9).

The Carmel Plan Commission 
will hold a Hearing Officer meet-
ing at 3 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 
24, 2023, in the Caucus Room on 
the second floor of Carmel City 
Hall, 1 Civic Square, Carmel.

The Delaware Township 
Board and Trustee will meet for 
a 2024 budget workshop at 5:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 24, 2023, 
at the Delaware Township Gov-
ernment Center, 9090 E. 131st 
St., Fishers. The meeting will 
also include discussion of an 
update on projects and bonds, as 
well as the revised Community 
Center policy.

The Hamilton East Public Li-
brary Board of Trustees will meet 
in an executive session at 4 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Aug. 23, 2023, at the 
Fishers branch of the library, locat-
ed at 5 Municipal Drive, Fishers.

The purpose of the meeting 
is to discuss a job performance 
evaluation of individual employ-
ees in accordance with Ind. Code 
§5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(9).

The Hamilton East Public Li-
brary Board of Trustees will meet 
in an executive session at 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Aug. 23, 2023, at the 
Fishers branch of the library, locat-
ed at 5 Municipal Drive, Fishers.

The purpose of the meeting is 
to discuss strategy with respect 
to the implementation of securi-
ty systems pursuant to Ind. Code 
§5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(2)(C).

The Westfield Washington Advi-
sory Plan Commission will not meet 
as scheduled on Monday, Aug. 21, 
2023, due to no agenda items.

Send Meeting Notices to:  
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Hamilton County 
Reporter

             More News More Sports
. . . and more readers!

The REPORTER
Anderson’s historic 

Paramount Theatre, along-
side 2023 Season Sponsor 
Community Hos-
pital Anderson, 
has announced 
the addition of 
The Princess 
Bride: An Incon-
ceivable Evening 
with Cary Elwes 
to its 2023-2024 
lineup.

Elwes, fea-
tured as “West-
ley” in the ‘80s classic 
The Princess Bride, will 
engage the audience in an 
exclusive talkback session 
following the screening of 
the iconic film. Tickets go 
on sale at 10 a.m. on Friday, 
Aug. 18 at AndersonPara-
mount.org.

Join Elwes for a behind-
the-scenes look at life on 
and off the set of the clas-
sic 1987 film, The Princess 
Bride. After a screening of 
the iconic movie, he will 
engage in a moderated dis-
cussion revealing never be-
fore shared secrets and tales 
of inconceivable antics. 

Journey back to the lands of 
Florin and Guilder in an ad-
venture filled with fencing, 
fighting, torture, revenge, 

giants, monsters, 
chases, escapes, 
miracles, and of 
course, true love. 

Elwes has 
been in a multi-
tude of films and 
tv shows, includ-
ing Robin Hood: 
Men in Tights, 
Bram Stoker’s 
Dracula, Saw, 

Twister, Liar, Liar, Strang-
er Things, The Marvelous 
Mrs. Maisel, and many 
more. Now he’s hitting the 
road to share with fans the 
personal stories behind the 
making of this piece of cin-
ematic history.

Don’t be a “Humper-
dinck,” make haste to see 
The Princess Bride: An In-
conceivable Evening with 
Cary Elwes for a night you 
will always “tweasure.”

Tickets can be pur-
chased at AndersonPara-
mount.org or by calling the 
Paramount Box Office at 
(765) 642-1234.

elwes

The Princess Bride: 
An Inconceivable 

Evening with Cary 
Elwes comes to the 
Paramount Theatre

www.randallroberts.com
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com
mailto:HamiltonCoNorthReporter%40hotmail.com?subject=
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mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=
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Access the entire 2023 
Bicentennial Event Lineup 
and get event/program details: 
HamCoTurns200.com

2023 BICENTENNIAL

AUGUST EVENTS
This month, enjoy Wayne and 

Noblesville Townships’ Signature Events!

HAMILTON COUNTY FABRIC ARTS SHOW
AUGUST 8-12
Noblesville Township Community Room, South 8th Street, Noblesville
FREE
Celebrate the fabric arts, both old and new! Hosted in partnership with Nickel Plate Arts, the 
Hamilton County Fabric Arts Show will showcase artists and techniques for different fabric arts. 
Check out heirlooms and new pieces and vote for your favorite.

NOBLESVILLE TOWNSHIP’S signature event

FARMING PAST AND PRESENT
AUGUST 13, 2-5 P.M.
Clarksville Christian Church, Lehr Street, Noblesville

FREE ADMISSION & REFRESHMENTS + FOOD AVAILABLE FOR SALE
Join lifelong farmers Donald and David Zeller at 2:30 p.m. or 4 p.m. as they discuss how farming in 
Wayne Township has changed over the decades. Plus, check out the agricultural artifacts “show and 
tell.” Inside the church, enjoy history displays about Clarksville and the surrounding areas. Outside, 
experience the Hamilton Southeastern Schools FFA “touch a truck” area with old tractors alongside 
new Reynolds farm equipment and old Ford trucks and Model T’s alongside new trucks. Free 
refreshments will be provided at the church, with the Wayne/Fall Creek Lions Club providing food 
for sale.

WAYNE TOWNSHIP’S signature event

TASTE OF HISTORY: FINDING YOUR 
FARMING ANCESTOR
August 12, 11 a.m., Hamilton East Public Library
Library Plaza, Noblesville  | FREE
In the 1820s, 72% of the American workforce was 

engaged in “farm occupations.” Join the staff of 

Hamilton East Public Library’s Indiana Room to learn 

more about the sources available to research your 

farming ancestors by looking at a local farm family. 

Discover historic farming traditions in Wayne Township 

and take a taste of Hamilton County today as we 

sample a small harvest from a local farm. Sign up on the 
library website: hepl.lib.in.us.

HAMILTON CO. BICENTENNIAL TRAVELING EXHIBIT
July 29-August 4, Noble Crossing Elementary School, 
Noblesville
August 5-11, Legacy Images, Sheridan
August 12-18, Clarksville Christian Church, Noblesville
August 19-25, Janus Developmental Services, Noblesville 
August 26-September 1, Hamilton East Public Library, 
Noblesville
FREE | Learn about all five of our Bicentennial themes: Arts, 

Diversity/Inclusion, Education, Historic Preservation, and 

Parks/Environment. Contact the hosting organization for 

information on when the exhibit is open to the public.

https://www.hamcoturns200.com/


The REPORTER
The Sheridan volleyball 

team began their season on 
Monday with a four-set win 
over Crawfordsville at Lar-
ry Hobbs Hall.

The Blackhawks won 
25-11, 19-25, 25-15, 25-22. 
Meredith Krupp and Trinity 
Parkin both served six aces, 
while Claudia Headlee 
winning 14 service points. 
Parkin blasted 13 kills, with 
Kenzie Garner hitting 12 
and Nova Cross five. Cross 
also handed out 23 assists.

On defense, Krupp 
made eight digs, with 
Headlee getting six and 
Cross five. Garner made 
two solo blocks and had 
two block assists, with Par-
kin and Cross both making 
one solo block and one 
block assist.

Sheridan played Clin-
ton Central on Tuesday; 
stats from that match will 
run in a later edition.

* * *
In a Monday all-coun-

ty match, defending state 
champion Hamilton South-
eastern swept Carmel 25-
13, 25-22, 25-14 at the 
Royals’ gym.

Southeastern improved 
to 3-0 with the victory. The 
Royals are back in action 
next Tuesday (Aug. 22) 
when they host Lawrence 
North. The Greyhounds are 
1-1 and host Roncalli at 7 
p.m. tonight.

* * *
Another all-county 

match took place on Tues-
day, with host Hamilton 
Heights sweeping Guerin 
Catholic 25-13, 25-16, 25-
13.

The Huskies host Leb-
anon tonight, while the 

Golden Eagles will host 
New Palestine on Thurs-
day.

* * *
Westfield was swept by 

Yorktown on Monday, 25-
15, 25-18, 25-9.

Senior Chloe Sutake 
and freshman Carsyn Com-
er both hit five kills for the 
Shamrocks, who are 1-1 for 
the season and play next 
Monday (Aug. 21) at Pend-
leton Heights.
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Noblesville, Carmel, Westfield, Sheridan, Hamilton Heights, Fishers, University, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Southeastern

The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

Your new home is one of the first built in the 
neighborhood, completely custom throughout. 

Pride of ownership shines in the details of 
upgraded trim, custom blinds and finished 

basement. Home is ready to move into, no need 
to order window treatments. Enjoy morning 
coffee in the three season room off the front 
porch, cozy up in the winter for some TV in 

front of the fire and entertain family and friends 
in the gourmet kitchen with music throughout 

with whole house speaker system. Plenty of 
room for out of town guests in the lower level 
family room, 2 bedrooms and full bathroom. 

Working from home? Loft comes with built-in 
in the desk area another bedroom and full bath. 
Easy access to the Monon and all it has to offer!

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Carmel, IN
4 Beds | 4 Baths| 3,510 Sq Ft 

$724,900

1501 Windpump Way

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

Girls Golf

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
The Hamilton Southeastern girls golf team won the Mudsock meet with Fishers, which took place Tuesday at Stony Creek Golf 
Club. The Royals scored a 153 and had co-medalists in ella Bui and Janelle Garcia, who both scored 37s.

The REPORTER
The Hamilton South-

eastern girls golf team won 
the first Mudsock competi-
tion of the year on Tuesday, 
winning over Fishers 153-
184 at Stony Creek Golf 
Club in Noblesville.

The Royals had the 
co-medalists at the meet. 
Ella Bui and Janelle Garcia 
both carded 37s. Karolina 
Franssen was next with a 
39, followed by Natalia Nie-
set with a 40. Laci Hart and 
Sophie Roberts both scored 
41s.

“We definitely played 
pretty good,” said Bui. “We 
definitely missed a lot of 
birdie opportunities, but 
it was still overall a good 
round.”

The Tigers were led by 
Kate Jansen’s 43. Ava Well-
baum added a 46, followed 
by Sophia Rush 47, Lola 
Kivett 48 and Maren Spen-
cer 50.

Southeastern swipes first Mudsock

The REPORTER
The Carmel girls golf 

team won a four-team nine-
hole meet at Prairie View on 
Tuesday.

The Greyhounds scored 
a 148 to Westfield’s 155, 
Noblesville’s 157 and Zi-
onsville’s 170. Claire 
Swathwood led Carmel with 
a 36, with Michaela Headlee 
and Kamryn Williams both 
scoring 37s. Sophie Mock 
added a 38, Maddie Headlee 
carded a 41 and Gabby Sa-
ber scored a 47.

The Shamrocks’ Saman-
tha Brown was the meet 
medalist with a 34. Kelsey 
Haverluck added a 37, fol-
lowed by Addi Kooi 41, 
Sami Hanavan 43 and Sam 
Lemieux 44. The Millers 
were led by Josie Kelley’s 
37, followed by Jordan 
Adam 39, Olivia Fowler 40 
and Karis Shields 41.

* * *
Westfield set a new 

school record to par last 
Saturday while winning 
the Western Invitational at 
Chippendale Golf Club.

The Shamrocks scored a 
five-under par 287. Brown 
was the meet medalist with 
a 67, while Kooi scored a 
68 for the runner-up spot. 
Haverluck added a 75, Le-
mieux scored a 77 and Anna 
McKeown carded a 78.

The Noblesville Varsity 
2 team placed third at the 
meet with a score of 356. 
Peyton Kauzlick led the 
Millers with an 87, Presley 

White was next with an 88 
and Kendall Cooper scored 
an 89.

Westfield Gold scored a 
371 for seventh place. So-
phie Raines led with an 86, 
followed by Taylor Nokes 
94, Lily Murray 94, Kate 
Brown 97 and Ava De-
Craene 108.

Fishers placed seventh 
with a 386. Kate Jansen 
scored a personal-best 84, 
while Lola Kivett added 
a personal-best 94. Maren 
Spencer scored a 101, fol-
lowed by Elli Webster 107 
and Ava Wellbaum 109.

* * *
Noblesville’s Varsity 1 

team won the Lapel Invita-
tional last Saturday at Edge-
wood, totaling a 302.

Adam was the medalist 
by scoring a 72, Fowler took 
second with a 75 and Kelley 
tied for third with a 76. Oliv-
ia Anderson scored a 79 and 
Shields totaled an 80.

Westfield’s Varsity 
Green team placed second 
with a 341. Scoring for the 
Shamrocks were Hanavan 
79, Sadie Edwards 83, Lil-
ley Ku 86, Sophie Thomp-
son 93 and Ellison Daggy 
95.

Hamilton Southeastern 
took third, scoring 342. So-
phie Roberts led the Royals 
with a 78, followed by Nata-
lia Nieset 83, Laci Hart 87, 
Karolina Franssen 93 and 
Maya Cieply 96.

County teams securing
wins & new records

Photo by Dwight Casler
Sheridan’s Kenzie Garner makes a block to seal a season-opening victory 
for the Blackhawks volleyball team on Monday.

Sheridan sets the tone for success 
by winning four-set season opener

Volleyball Girls Golf

See Golf . . . Page 13
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mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
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 • Family Law 
• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 

• Guardianship 
• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

Football
Royals get ready for tough
competition, starting with

Fort Wayne Carroll on Friday
The REPORTER

The Hamilton South-
eastern football team will 
get a big game to start the 
season Friday.

The Royals will take on 
Fort Wayne Carroll to begin 
their 2023 campaign, one 
that hopes to build upon a 
highly successful 2022 sea-
son. Southeastern had an out-
standing previous year, roll-
ing to an unbeaten Hoosier 
Crossroads Championship 
title and winning sectional 
and regional crowns before 
falling to Carroll in the semi-
state. The Royals thus fin-
ished the season 12-1.

“We are excited because 
it is the first game of the sea-
son and an opportunity to 
compete,” said Southeastern 
coach Michael Kelly.

Two big offensive play-
ers will return for HSE. First 
is reigning Hamilton County 
Player of the Year Donovan 
Hamilton, now a senior. 
The wide receiver made 50 
catches for the Royals, in-
cluding 10 for touchdowns. 

Also returning is senior half-
back Jalen Alexander, who 
blazed his way to 1,533 rush-
ing yards last season – an av-
erage of 110 yards per game 
– and scored 15 touchdowns.

Junior Azariah Wallace 
is also back on the rushing 
side. He put up solid num-
bers as well, with 515 yards 
and eight touchdowns. 
The starting quarterback 
for Southeastern is junior 
Chandler Weston, who 
played several games last 
year as a sophomore.

Senior Silas Newton is 
another wide receiver com-
ing back; he had 14 catches, 
two for TDs last fall. Senior 
Kameron Anthony will get 
his first significant wide re-
ceiver call this season. A key 
return on the offensive line 
is senior Styles Prescod at 
left tackle. He will be joined 
by fellow seniors Reed Al-
exander at left guard, Will 
Irish at center and Ben 
Weaver at right guard, with 
junior Cameron Gorin at 
right tackle.

The Royals’ defense 
includes five solid seniors 
on the line. Jacob Seyferth 
brings back the most tack-
les from last season with 
67, including 10.5 for a loss. 
Also returning up front are 
Jack Osiecki, Chidubem 
Okonkwo, Nate Ingalls and 
Anthony Reynolds. Another 
defender, senior Judah Park-
er, had 54 stops last sea-
son, while senior Donovan 
Rhodes made 42 tackles.

Kelly said his team has 
“had a good summer” and is 
looking forward to “seeing 
what this team will accom-
plish. We have been work-
ing to develop a culture of 
team, hard work, and men-
tal/physical toughness.”

After starting against 
Carroll, Southeastern will 
travel to North Central for 
its Week 2 game on Aug. 
25. The Royals then begin 
Hoosier Crossroads Con-
ference play Sept. 1 against 
Avon before traveling to 
Fishers on Sept. 8 for the 
Mudsock game.

The REPORTER
With 22 seniors on this 

year’s team, leadership will 
be the big factor for the 
Hamilton Heights football 
team this season.

The Huskies had a good 
season in 2022, compiling 
an 8-3 record and winning 
a sectional game for the first 
time since 2017. Heights 
coach Jon Kirschner said 
this year’s team returns with 
“a lot of varsity experience 
from last season” and a love 
for the game.

“This senior leadership 
is going to be key for our 

success top to bottom,” said 
Kirschner. 

Leading the way will be 
senior quarterback Bodie 
Derrer. As a junior, Der-
rer had a sensational 2022 
campaign, going 131-of-
223 for 1,797 yards and 
24 touchdowns. He will be 
complemented by a good 
group of receivers, includ-
ing junior Tyler Champion, 
who led the catches with 
45 last year, 13 of them for 
touchdowns. Senior Jaylyn 
Pugh had 17 receptions, in-
cluding four TDs. 

Senior Owen VanHaar-

en is the top returning rush-
er, with 549 yards and two 
scores last year. Senior Dean 
Mason is a key returner on 
the offensive line, along with 
seniors Simon Knott, Dusty 
Dunn and Justin Hilton.

On defense, the list of 
linebackers will be experi-
enced, with seniors Carson 
Fettig (68 tackles), Ethan 
Millsaps (78 tackles last 
season) and Eric Balcom 
(73 tackles), plus junior Mi-
chael Cain (62 tackles), all 
returning. Pugh (53 tackles) 
will also play at free safety, 
with Mason back on defen-
sive end. The cornerbacks 
are also both seniors, Tyler 
Overton and Eli Millsaps. 
Overton and Cain both had 
38 tackles last season.

The Huskies will play 
at home for their first three 
games. Heights opens Fri-
day against Lapel, then 
welcomes North Mont-
gomery on Aug. 25 and 
Lafayette Central Catholic 
on Sept. 1. The Huskies 
start Hoosier Conference 
East Division play Sept. 8 
at Northwestern.

Kirschner said his team 
is “definitely excited” about 
its first game on Friday.

“We know Lapel is 
coming off a great season 
which included capturing a 
sectional title last fall,” said 
Kirschner. The coach said 
it will be a “tough game” 
against a high-quality op-
ponent.

The REPORTER
The defending state champion Nobles-

ville boys soccer team began its 2023 sea-
son Tuesday with a 4-0 win at Perry Me-
ridian.

The Millers got on the board in the 18th 
minute when senior Sam Holland put in a 
penalty kick. Ten minutes later, Noblesville 
got a second goal on a full volley by junior 
Caden Rice. That made the score 2-0, which 
would stand at halftime.

In the second half, the Millers added 
two more goals. Holland initiated the third 
goal of the game, slotting the ball to senior 
Miles Tucker, who slotted the ball past the 
Falcons’ goalkeeper. Sophomore Kasole 
Williams corralled a corner kick and sent it 
in for the fourth goal.

Goalkeeper Cole Thompson and de-
fenders Max Reason, Williams, Jake Hall, 
Blake Horn and Alex Pursch all contributed 
on defense.

Noblesville plays Thursday at Carmel.
* * *

The Hamilton Southeastern boys beat 
Cathedral 2-1 for a Tuesday victory.

Drew McDonald scored the Royals’ 
first goal in the first half, then assisted Jack 
Anderson for a second-half goal. The Irish 
scored to cut into the lead, but Southeastern 
was able to hold on for the win.

* * *
Sheridan’s girls opened their season 

with a hard-fought game against Lebanon, 
falling 3-1.

The Blackhawks’ Isabel Nuñez scored 
the first goal of the game, before the Tigers 
tied it up by halftime. Lebanon then added 
two goals in the second half. 

Sheridan sent a junior varsity team 

on to the field for the first time in several 
years, and won 1-0. After a scoreless first 
half, the Blackhawks’ Mak Southerland 
scored the winning goal with 10 minutes 
left in the game.

Sheridan plays Frankfort on Thursday.
* * *

Hamilton Heights’ boys team beat York-
town 3-2 Tuesday to open its season.

Micah Colvin, Sam Harpham and Phoenix 
Vondersaar all scored goals for the Huskies, 
who play Thursday at Pendleton Heights.

Photo by Dwight Casler
Sheridan senior Isabel Nuñez scored 
the Blackhawks’ goal during their 
Tuesday game with Lebanon.

Huskies heavy with seniors’
leadership & experience this year

Soccer

Boys teams take care of 
opponents, Nuñez scores 

goal for Blackhawks

SPORTS SCHEDULE
Wednesday, Aug. 16

GIRLS SOCCER
University at Lawrence Central, 6 p.m.

Fishers at Westfield, 7 p.m.
Guerin Catholic at Zionsville, 7 p.m.

Pendleton Heights at Noblesville, 7 p.m.
Franklin Central at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m.

GOLF
Hamilton Heights vs. Western, 4:30 p.m. at Bear Slide

Hamilton Southeastern vs. Pendleton Heights, 4:30 p.m. 
at Falls Creek GC

TENNIS
Brebeuf Jesuit at Noblesville, 5 p.m.

Fishers at North Central, 5 p.m.
University at Lawrence Central, 5:30 p.m.

West Lafayette at Carmel, 5:30 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL

Lebanon at Hamilton Heights, 7 p.m.
Noblesville at Mount Vernon, 7 p.m.

Roncalli at Carmel, 7 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections to 
sports@readthereporter.com.

https://preservationhall.org/
https://carmelplayers.org/
https://www.noblesville-attorney.com/
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
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www.HCTV2.comwww.HCTV1.com

On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Sat  Aug 12 - IEFA Youth Football
7:00 pm - Noblesville Grinders vs Westfield Rocks | HCTV

Mon Aug 14 - Volleyball
6:00 pm - North Central vs Noblesville | Girls JV | HCTV Sports
7:00 pm - North Central vs Noblesville  | Girls Varsity| HCTV Sports

Wed Aug 16 - Girls Soccer
5:30 pm -  Pendleton Heights5:30 pm -  Pendleton Heights vs Noblesville | Girls JV| HCTV Sports
7:00 pm -  Pendleton Heights vs Noblesville | Girls Varsity| HCTV Sports

Fri Aug 18 - IHSAA Football
6:50 pm - Covenant Christian vs Speedway | Indiana SRN 
6:50 pm -  Brebeuf vs Bishop Chatard |Indiana SRN
7:20 pm -  Jasper @ Evansville Memorial | Indiana SRN

Sat  Aug 19 - IEFA Youth Football
1:00 pm - Avon Junior Orioles vs Plainfield Red Pride|HCTV Sports1:00 pm - Avon Junior Orioles vs Plainfield Red Pride|HCTV Sports

Upcoming Broadcasts

Hamilton Heights scored 
a 421. The Huskies were led 
by Taylor Morrison with 
an 89, followed by Presley 
Cherry 107, Hadleigh Cher-
ry 115, Camryn Runner 116 

and Tanner Penwell 120.
* * *

Carmel won the Zions-
ville Invitational last Satur-
day at Golf Club of Indiana.

The Greyhounds scored 

a 319 and were led by a 1-2 
finish from medalist Wil-
liams with a 76 and Swath-
wood with a 78. Michaela 
Headlee placed fifth with an 
81, while Mock added an 84.

Golf
from Page 11

McDowell enjoys smooth 
ride to Verizon 200 victory
By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

SPeedWAy – Mi-
chael McDowell's first-ever 
NASCAR Cup Series win 
was a big one: The Daytona 
500 in 2021.

McDowell’s second-ev-
er win was another big one: 
The Verizon 200 at the 
Brickyard. The 38-year-old 
McDowell was dominant 
at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway on Sunday, lead-
ing 54 of 82 laps to claim 
the Verizon 200 title.

McDowell had a 
smooth ride for the last 20 
laps, then held off a late run 
by runner-up Chase Elliott 
during the final two laps.

“I was really trying to 
pace myself,” said Mc-
Dowell moments after the 
race. “I figured there’d be 
a late-race caution. I didn’t 
want to burn myself up. I 
was just trying to maintain 
that gap.”

The race was a fast 
one, as there was only one 
caution period, during the 
first six laps of the race. 
Pole-sitter Daniel Suárez 
led during the yellow, but 
McDowell jumped ahead 
for the first time on Lap 6 
and led for the remaining 
nine laps of Stage 1.

There was a little more 
jostling around in the 20-

lap Stage 2, with drivers 
pitting here and there. 
Christopher Bell, Austin 
Dillon and Denny Ham-
lin all moved into the lead 
during the stage. Hamlin 
was the Stage 2 winner 
(35 laps), but McDowell 
jumped back in front to 
start the final stage.

After McDowell pitted 
on Lap 50, Chicago win-
ner Shane Van Gisbergen 
moved in front. McDow-
ell eventually regained the 
lead on Lap 56, and every-
thing went his way to the 
checkered flag.

Elliott never gave up, 
eventually finishing less 
than a second behind Mc-
Dowell.

“Really appreciated 
the effort, man,” said El-

liott. “Our Chevy was re-
ally good, really good. Just 
needed a little bit more. 
Came up a bit short. But 
congrats to Michael, man, 
he did a good job.”

Suárez stayed near the 
front during the last half of 
the race, finishing in third 
place.

“We win and we lose 
as a team,” said Suárez. 
“That’s all I got to say.

“I was always one step 
behind the 9 and 34,” said 
Suárez. Still, it was his 
best finish at the Speedway 
since he placed seventh in 
the 2017 Brickyard 400 
(oval edition), Suárez’s first 
race at Indy.

“A little bit heartbreak-
ing, but that’s part of the 
sport,” said Suárez.

Reporter photo by Kent Graham
Michael McDowell speaks with the media following 
his victory at the Brickyard in Indianapolis.

Reporter photo by Kent Graham

Reporter photos by Kent Graham
(ABOVe) Harrison Burton (left) and Ross Chastain. (BeLOW) Austin Dillon 
(left) and Corey Lajoie.

http://wandalyons.com
https://www.hamiltoncountytv.com/
mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=

