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Today’s Weather
Today: Partly to mostly cloudy.

Scattered showers and
storms in the afternoon.

Tonight: Scattered
showers and storms.

How to avoid
elder scams
In my last col-

umn, we reviewed 
the alarming statis-
tics around seniors 
being scammed, the 
financial devastation 
it causes and tried to 
answer two questions: 
Why don’t more peo-
ple report the crime 
and why is it so hard to 
get your money back? 
(Click here for details.)

We left the last conversation with this 
question: what can be done to avoid being 
scammed or at least minimize the chance of 
being duped?

If Individuals are still the first line of de-
fense in helping to prevent seniors from be-
ing scammed – and I believe they are – what 
are some specific steps we can take to help? 
Here are five ways consumers can help:

1. Education & Awareness
• Stay informed: Keep your self-updat-

ed about the latest scams targeting seniors 
and share this information with loved ones. 
Consider posting a good article on your so-
cial network.

• Communication: Talk to seniors 
about the risks of scams and encourage 
open communication so they feel comfort-
able discussing any suspicious activity. This 
may require you to ‘check’ your judgement 
at the door when you visit your parents.

• Recognize red flags: Help seniors 
recognize common signs of scams, such as 
unsolicited calls, requests for personal in-
formation, or pressure to make immediate 
decisions.

Personal story – Had my father recog-
nized any of the three red flags above, he 
may not have lost $4,000 to a scammer. 
That scammer used ALL three of the tac-
tics above, and if Dad could have just said, 
“let me sleep on it,” none of the misfortune 
would have happened.

2. Financial Protection
• Limit personal information: Advise 

seniors to limit sharing personal and finan-
cial information, both online and offline.

TODD HOWARD
Senior Moment

COLUMNIST

Kenton Ward takes
spots on five National

Association of
Counties committees
The REPORTER

Hamilton County Surveyor Kenton 
C. Ward was recently appointed to five 
committees with the National Associa-
tion of Counties (NACo).

Ward was ap-
pointed to serve 
on the Information 
Technology Stand-
ing Committee, 
Resilient Counties 
Advisory Board 
and the Rural Ac-
tion Caucus. He 
was also named 
to leadership posi-
tions as Chair of the Water Subcommit-
tee and Vice Chair of the GIS Subcom-
mittee. The appointments were made 
by NACo President Mary Jo McGuire, 
Commissioner, Ramsey County, Minn.

“It's an honor to be chosen to serve 
on these committees and to be able to 
bring back to Hamilton County what I 
have learned by doing so,” Ward said. 
“It's important to make sure local and 
county issues are heard at the federal 
level. Through these appointments and 
the strength of NACo, Hamilton County 
has a seat at the national policy table.”

In addition to his seat on these com-
mittees, Ward continues to serve on 
the NACo Board of Directors and the 
Environment, Energy and Land Use 
Steering Committee.

Ward

Hamilton County Girl Scouts earn 
Gold Awards through meaningful, 
sustainable community projects
The REPORTER

Eleven Hamilton County 
Girl Scouts have earned the Girl 
Scout Gold Award, the highest 
award a Girl Scout can earn.

Julia Cleary Bricker
Julia Cleary Bricker attend-

ed Carmel High School and was 
a Girl Scout for 12 years.

She noticed that larger com-
munity gardens may lack re-
sources and/or manpower to ef-
fectively care for their gardens. 
This was important to her to be 
solved because food poverty is 

one of the most prevalent issues 
in the urban United States and 
community gardens in impov-
erished areas are often the only 
sources of fresh produce for the 
residents surrounding them. 
She decided to build an irriga-
tion system in Fletcher Place’s 
Garden to allow for volunteers 
to spend more time working 
on other more important tasks 
while the garden waters itself.

Julia also earned the Girl 
Scout Silver Award and a 
$10,000 Girl Scouts of the USA 

Gold Award scholarship. She is 
the daughter of Susan Sutton 
and plans to pursue a degree in 
Architecture at Virginia Tech.

Audrey Cox
Audrey Cox attended Carm-

el High School and has been a 
Girl Scout for 12 years.

She noticed that her com-
munity had become reliant on 
the use of technology and that 
creativity was waning, so she 
put together take and make kits 
for teens and create a use for 
the technology that would help 

their creativity rather than not 
hinder it. She chose this project 
because her little sister thrives 
on art and creativity, and she 
found it difficult to see that be 
hindered in others.

Audrey is the daughter of 
Wendy and Brian Cox, and 
she also earned the Girl Scout 
Bronze and Silver Awards. She 
plans to attend Purdue Universi-
ty in the fall to study Biochem-
istry and Forensic Sciences.

Cara Harvey

Rebecca Lee Madeline Misterka Gloria Sanchez Sneha Vashistha Samantha Walz

Julia Cleary Bricker Audrey Cox Gene Gerardot Taryn Lynn Ginnan Celia Hamilton

See Scouts . . . Page 3

Carmel FOP endorses Democrat 
Sara Draper for City Council

The REPORTER
Carmel Fraternal Order of 

Police Lodge 185 announced 
last week its endorsement of 
Democrat Sara Draper for Car-
mel City Council At-large.

Draper said she is delighted 
to have earned the endorsement.

“When I’m elected, I want 
to ensure I operate from a place 
of true understanding, not just 
of the community, but the pub-
lic servants who keep it safe,” 

Draper said.
Draper enrolled 

in the Citizens Police 
Academy, an 11-week 
program open to all, 
and graduated in May. 
“I wanted to learn 
all I could about law 
enforcement and the 
needs of the CPD,” 
she said.

“We think you are the first 
Democrat that the Lodge has 

ever endorsed,” re-
plied Lodge 185 Vice 
President Matthew 
Broadnax to Drap-
er’s appreciative re-
sponse. “Sara has 
impressed the mem-
bership of the Carmel 
FOP Lodge 185 with 
her dedication to pub-
lic safety and her de-

sire to see Carmel as one of the 
best and safest places to live.”

Draper said it was the Carm-
el Police Department’s commit-
ment to its officers’ physical and 
mental health that impressed her 
most.

“I knew before I participat-
ed in the Citizen’s Academy 
that CPD was one of only 1 
percent of Law Enforcement 
Organizations that are global-
ly accredited. The Academy Draper

See Draper . . . Page 2
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Last year’s ride raised $4,500 for doctors and scientists to continue their research.

The REPORTER
Phi Beta Psi Sorority and the 

Cicero Legion Riders will soon 
host another motorcycle ride for 
Saving 2nd Base, a charity rais-
ing money for cancer research.

Cancer research is the vital 
ingredient in the fight against 
this disease that affects so many 
people’s lives. Countless folks in 
the community can testify to the 
benefits of this kind of research.

Come join the ride on Sat-
urday morning, Aug. 19 at the 
Cicero American Legion Post 
341, 50 Washington St., Cicero. 
Registration and breakfast will 
be from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. The 
cost is $20 per rider. There will 
also be a 50/50 raffle, two $100 
gift cards, and bucket raffles.

Ride for a great cause, bring a 
friend, and meet some new ones.

Phi Beta Psi & Cicero Legion Riders join 
forces for ‘Saving 2nd Base’ cancer research

Sheridan Community Schools begins new year with exciting updates
Submitted by 
Sheridan Community Schools

The buzz of excitement filled the air 
at Sheridan Community Schools on Tues-
day as students were welcomed back for a 
brand-new school year.

With innovative changes across the 
district, from elementary to high school, 
and even transportation, the upcoming ac-
ademic year promises to be one of growth, 
learning, and community-building.

Better Together Indeed
Sheridan Elementary's 

focus on unity & growth
Sheridan Elementary School (SES) 

Principal Valerie Roberts shared the 
school's theme for the year: "Better To-

gether Indeed!"
With the belief that 

"Blackhawks fly bet-
ter together," SES is 
dedicated to fostering 
a sense of unity and 
collaboration among 
its students and staff. 
Mrs. Roberts high-
lighted some of the 
exciting updates at the 
elementary school, including a comprehen-
sive school-wide discipline plan designed 
to address post-pandemic challenges and 
more trauma-related discipline issues. 

"We introduced it to the staff at our 
meeting last week, and we are excited to 

kick it off this year," 
Mrs. Roberts said. 
The new discipline 
plan distinguishes 
between minor and 
major behaviors and 
incorporates an RTI 
behavioral interven-
tion component, re-
flecting the school's 
commitment to sup-

porting students' holistic growth.
Additionally, the arrival of a new art 

teacher, Madeline Sweger, brings the prom-
ise of art therapy to students, adding an 
exciting dimension to their educational ex-
perience. With a full staff of dedicated ed-

ucators, SES welcomed approximately 550 
students back with open arms and a special 
red-carpet roll-out for kindergarteners.

Sheridan Middle School
Blackhawk Pride

Sheridan Middle School (SMS) Princi-
pal Kent Davis shared that SMS is excited 
to start back with Blackhawk Pride.

This is the 30th school year of SMS, 
with the building opening in August 
1994. New staff members at SMS include 
Chuck Sears, eighth-grade Math; Michael 
Fenneman, seventh-grade Math; Josh 
Cooper, sixth- and seventh-grade Social 
Studies; Mallory Johnson, seventh-grade 

Valerie Roberts Kent Davis

See Sheridan Updates . . . Page 2
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Thank you for supporting 4-H kids, Hamilton County!
Where can I find 4-H Results?
ARCADIA	
Arcadia Town Hall. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  208 W Main St.
Hamilton Heights. .  .  .  Main Office of each school
Jackson Township Office . .  .  .  .  506 W Main St.

ATLANTA	
Atlanta Town Hall . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 105 E Main St.

CARMEL	
Carmel City Hall . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Civic Square
Monon Community Bdlg. . .  1195 Central Park Dr. W.
Visitor’s Center. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37 E Main St.

CICERO	
Cicero Parks Dept.. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1050 S Pearl St.
Cicero Utilities Office. .  .  .  .  .  . 331 E Jackson St. 
Hamilton North Library. .  .  .  .  209 W Brinton St.

FISHERS	
Fishers Arts Council . .  .  11810 Techonology Dr.
(for Second Friday Reception, 6-8 p.m. Aug. 11)

NOBLESVILLE	
4-H Extension Office. .  .  .  .  .  .  2003 Pleasant St.
Adler Attorneys. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  136 S 9th St.
Community First Bank . .  17661 Village Ctr. Dr.
Nickel Plate Express. .  .  .  .  . 825 Forest Park Dr.
	 (during September rides)
Noblesville City Hall . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 S 10th St.
Noblesville Schools. .  .  .  .  .  .  . 18025 River Road
Rep. Spartz’s Office . .  .  .  5540 Pebble Village Ln.
Schwartz’s Bait & Tackle. .  .  .  . 118 Cicero Road
Tom Wood VW. .  .  .  .  .  .  14701 Tom Wood Way

SHERIDAN	
Sheridan Town Hall. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 506 S Main St.
Sheridan Schools. .  .  Main Office of each school

STRAWTOWN	
Taylor Center. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12308 Strawtown Ave.

WESTFIELD	
Basile Westfield Playhouse . .  .  . 220 N Union St.
	 (during productions)
Community First Bank . .  .  . 381 S Jct. Crossing
Community First Bank . .  . 707 E State Road 32
Cool Creek Nature Center . .  .  2000-1 E 151st St.
CrossRoads Church. .  .  . 19201 Grassy Branch
Farmers Market. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 225 S Union St.
(in the Chamber Info tent, Thursdays, 5-8 p.m.)

Pick up your free copies now!

• Use strong pass-
words: Teach seniors 
to create strong, unique 
passwords for online ac-
counts and to update them 
regularly. You might also 
suggest a password book 
or app to help them keep 
track of this important in-
formation.

• Secure personal docu-
ments: Help seniors secure 
important documents, such 
as Social Security cards, 
bank statements, and wills, 
in a safe place.

• Regularly review 
statements: Encourage se-
niors to regularly review 
their bank and credit card 
statement for any unautho-
rized transactions.

3. Technology
Awareness

• Online safety: Educate 
seniors about online risks, 
such as phishing emails, 
malicious websites, and on-
line shopping scams.

• Secure devices: En-
sure that seniors’ com-
puters, smartphones, and 
tablets have up-to-date anti-
virus software and security 
patches.

• Avoid clicking suspi-
cious links: Teach seniors 
to avoid clicking links or 
downloading attachments 
from unknown sources.

TIP: Teach seniors that 
if someone legitimate really 
wants to get to them, they 
will find them! Just DE-
LETE WHEN IN DOUBT!

4. Communication 
Strategies

• Caller ID and screen-
ing: Help seniors set up 
caller ID and teach them to 
screen calls from unfamiliar 
numbers.

• No rush decisions: 
Advise seniors to take their 
time when making decisions 
and not be pressured into 
making immediate choices. 

• Check with trusted 
contacts: Suggest that se-
niors consult a trusted fam-
ily member or friend before 
making significant financial 
decisions.

TIP: Regularly call or 
visit loved ones to inspect 
what you expect.

5. Scam Reporting
• Document scams: In 

the unfortunate event of a 
scam attempt, help seniors 
document all relevant in-
formation, such as caller 
details, dates, and amounts 
involved.

• Report scams: Assist 
seniors in reporting scams 
to relevant authorities, such 
as the Federal Trade Com-
mission (FTC) or local law 
enforcement.

Additional effective 
methods

• Support groups: Con-
nect seniors with local sup-
port groups or community 
organizations that focus on 
senior protection and scam 
prevention. 

• Financial advisors: 
Encourage seniors to con-
sult reputable financial advi-
sors or professionals before 
making major financial de-
cisions.

• Power of Attorney: 
Consider setting up a power 
of attorney to allow a trusted 
family member or friend to 
help manage financial matters.

• Legal protection: Ex-
plore legal options, such as 
setting up trusts or guard-
ianships, to protect seniors, 
assets, and interests.

• Social engagement: 
Help seniors stay socially 
engaged and connected, as 
isolation can make them 
more vulnerable to scams. 

• Elderly care services: 
If needed, consider enlist-
ing the help of professional 
caregivers who can provide 
oversight and support to se-
niors.

Remember, preventing 
senior scams requires ongo-
ing vigilance and effort from 
both individuals and their 
communities. It’s a collec-
tive responsibility to ensure 
the safety and well-being of 
our seniors.

Halo Senior Move Solu-
tions is a Senior Move Man-
agement company helping 
seniors and their families 
navigate the complexities 
of downsizing, selling the 
home, and moving later 
in life. Reach us at 833-
284-HALO (4256) or at 
info@haloseniorsolu-
tions.com.

ELA; Elaine Morgan, sev-
enth-grade Science; and 
Scott Sears seventh- and 
eighth-grade Wellness.

“One of the many ad-
vantages of a smaller school 
is that students get individu-
al attention,” Mr. Davis said. 
“We do all we can to make 
all students feel welcome 
and part of our school com-
munity.”

Davis encouraged par-
ents to reach out to him if 
they had questions through-
out the school year.
Sheridan High School

A year of growth 
& innovation

Sheridan High School 
(SHS), under the leadership 
of Principal Rick Davis, is 
gearing up for an exciting 
year of growth and inno-
vation. The addition of Mr. 
Jason Marer as Assistant 
Principal brings fresh per-
spectives and expertise to 
the school community.

“We look forward to in-
tegrating Mr. Jason Marer 
into the Blackhawk Family 
and utilizing his experience, 
skills, and abilities to fur-
ther move Sheridan HS for-
ward,” Mr. Davis said.

The summer was marked 
by significant projects, in-
cluding the launch of the 
Northern Hamilton County 
Academy and the introduc-
tion of new courses.

“We will be offering sev-
eral new courses this school 
year including adding a Hu-
man Services Pathway to 
our CTE curriculum, Dual 
Credit Math136 (Precal-
culus/Trigonometry), Ad-
vanced Placement Physics, 
and a totally redesigned 
Preparing for College and 
Careers,” Mr. Davis said. 
He also highlighted the op-

portunity for qual-
ifying students to 
earn the Indiana 
College Core 
block of college 
credits.

Davis ex-
pressed his en-
thusiasm for the 
new school year, 
saying, “We are 
all super excited 
to get the year 
rolling!” With a 
focus on "Better" 
driving the initia-
tives, SHS is set 
to celebrate its 
100th Homecom-
ing on Sept. 16 
and experience a 
total eclipse on 
April 8, 2024.

Superintendent Dave 
Mundy added, “We have a 
lot to look forward to this 
upcoming year. We have 
a lot of new, but veteran 
teachers, joining our out-
standing staff. As well we 
are continuing to grow our 
programs and think outside 
the box on how we can of-
fer our students whatever 
classes they may want. Our 
internship program, led by 
Mrs. Williams, is taking off 
at unprecedented levels.” 

Soaring smoothly 
with Enhanced 

Transportation Services
Sheridan Schools' Trans-

portation Director Eric Gif-
ford assured families of a 
smooth start to the school 
year with a focus on safety 
and efficiency. The intro-
duction of a new routing 
software promises improved 
communication and conve-
nience for parents.

“This will be an app-
based system that will show 
students' busing informa-

tion, such as 
pick-up/drop-off 
time, and stop lo-
cation,” Gifford 
said.

With all open 
positions filled, 
the transportation 
department is 
fully staffed, en-
suring a seamless 
start to the year. 
Gifford empha-
sized the impor-
tance of patience 
during the first 
week of school 
as routes are ad-
justed for optimal 
efficiency. He 
also shared the 
great news that 

all school buses have passed 
the state police inspection 
without any issues.

Mundy added, “We have 
really spent time this summer 
analyzing the results from the 
parents' surveys, and I look 
forward to sharing some of 
this information as well as 
other items in my upcoming 
community meeting on Mon-
day, Aug. 28 at 6 p.m. at Sher-
idan Elementary School.”

With dedicated educa-
tors, innovative programs, 
and a commitment to excel-
lence, Sheridan Community 
Schools is dedicated to mak-
ing the academic year one to 
remember.

Mundy concluded by 
sharing that overall enroll-
ment as a district has in-
creased slightly and this is 
mainly due to transfer num-
bers, adding, “We welcome 
all these students as they 
are an important part of our 
school culture.”

Information for current 
and future Blackhawks can 
be found at scs.k12.in.us.

allowed me to understand 
why,” Draper said. “Our 
officers are incredibly well-
trained and provided with 
the necessary tools to do 
their jobs, but what sur-
prised me was the dedica-
tion to providing officers 
physical and mental health 
services. In fact, those 
mental health services have 
already saved two officers’ 
lives. It’s only right that 
these brave people who 
dedicate their lives to keep-
ing their community safe, 
are well cared for. I will 
always support adequately 
funding and caring for our 
first responders.”

Sara Draper is an Oxford 
University graduate with 
professional expertise in fi-
nance and market research. 
She has spent time on the 
board of the Village of 
WestClay. She’s an adoptive 
“Mum” and former foster 

parent. She is now a Guard-
ian ad Litem, advocating for 
children of abuse/neglect 
cases in the court system in 

Hamilton County.
Learn more about the 

candidate at DraperForAll-
Carmel.com.

Photo provided
At-Large council candidate Sara Draper was so 
happy about her historic endorsement that she 
sent The Reporter this photo of herself . . . in 
a giant coat? It’s like British people are from a 
whole different continent. 

Rick Davis

Dave Mundy

Sheridan Updates
from Page 1

Elder Scams
from Page 1

Draper
from Page 1

Thanks for reading
The REPORTER!

For more news, visit
ReadTheReporter.com

https://beefandboards.com/
https://noblesvillebridgeofflowers.com/gala-2023/
mailto:info%40haloseniorsolutions.com?subject=
mailto:info%40haloseniorsolutions.com?subject=
https://www.scs.k12.in.us/
https://www.draperforallcarmel.com/
https://www.draperforallcarmel.com/
https://readthereporter.com
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Thank you to these 
supporters of 4-H & 
“Meating the Need”

The Hamilton County Reporter thanks these advertisers, 
supporters, and friends for their help in bringing
our readers comprehensive 4-H results this year.

With their generous support, The Reporter once again 
set the record with the largest ever donation to Hamilton 

County Harvest Food Bank’s “Meating the Need”
program, which purchases meat processed from local

4-H’ers livestock after the conclusion of the fair.

ADLER Attorneys at Law
Atlanta New Earth Festival

Beck's Hybrids
Breathe Easy Hamilton County

Cicero Friends of the Park
Cicero & Harbour Markets

Community First Bank
Congresswoman Victoria Spartz
CrossRoads Church At Westfield

Duke Energy
Feeding Team

Fishers Arts Council
Friends of Howard Stevenson

Gaylor Electric, Inc.
Hamilton County Bicentennial Commission

Hamilton County Farm Bureau, Inc.
Hamilton County Parks & Recreation

Hamilton Co. Professional Fire Fighters Local 4416
HCTV

Jackson Township Trustee’s Office
Lights Over Morse Lake Festival

Main Street Productions
Nickel Plate Express

Noble Geeks
Noblesville Lions Club

Prevail Inc.
Purdue Extension Hamilton County

Randall & Roberts Funeral Home
Realtor Dani Robinson 

Sue Finkam for Carmel Mayor
Westbrook Village

Westfield Lions Club

Christ Lutheran Church 
10055 E. 186th St 
Noblesville, IN 46060 
www.clc-in.org 

RAIN OR SHINE!!! 
12:00-2:00 p.m. 
Join us for ice cream, bounce 
house, bubble station, and 
outdoor games. 

19
AUGUST

ICE CREAM 
SOCIAL!!!

Gene Gerardot
Gene Gerardot attended 

Fishers High School and 
was a 13-year Girl Scout.

Gene noticed that the 
outdoor learning garden 
at Sand Creek Elementa-
ry across from her high 
school was run down and 
did not seem maintained. 
She worked with SCE staff 
to create a safe, sustainable, 
engaging, and educational 
learning garden; and then 
built a music wall, con-
structed a rock garden that 
included multiple types of 
rocks, sewed curtains for the 
chicken coop, constructed 
a chalk board that teach-
ers could use to instruct 
their students outdoors, 
revamped the school's life 
size chess set, and created a 
pumpkin patch.

Also a Girl Scout Bronze 
and Silver Awards recipient 
and the daughter of Amy 
and Anthony Gerardo, Gene 
is a Freshman at Indiana 
University.

Taryn Lynn Ginnan
Taryn Lynn Ginnan at-

tended Hamilton Heights 
High School and was a Girl 
Scout for 14 years.

She noticed that kids in 
the foster care system don't 
have a lot of items that they 
need for daily care. If they 
did have items, they carried 
them in a trash bag because 
they didn't have a suitcase 
or backpack. Because she 
cares deeply about youth, 
particularly those in foster 
care, she made more than 
250 To Go Bags for them. 
The bags contained hand-
made blankets and pillows 
and donated items such 
as shampoo, conditioner, 
soap, a book, tissues, tooth-
brush and toothpaste, and 
water bottles.

Taryn also earned the 
Girl Scout Bronze and 
Silver Awards. She is the 
daughter of Shane and Kim-
berly Ginnan and is now a 
theater arts major at Vin-
cennes University.

Celia Hamilton
Celia Hamilton attend-

ed Carmel High School and 
has been in Girl Scouts for 
13 years.

She noticed the need for 
youth involvement at the 
Hamilton County Artists' 
Association. She reached 
out to all area middle and 
high schools to find interest-
ed youth to join the HCAA 
youth membership council, 
creating an opportunity for 
creative youth to learn from 
and inspire professional 
artists and each other, and 
to volunteer in communi-
ty events. Celia chose this 
project because she volun-

teered and the HCAA and 
saw interest from other teens 
to become more involved in 
the arts and community.

Celia also earned the 
Girl Scout Bronze and 
Silver Awards. She is the 
daughter of Melinda and 
Todd Hamilton and plans to 
attend the Purdue Univer-
sity Mitchell E. Daniels Jr. 
School of Business.

Cara Harvey
Cara Harvey attended 

Fishers High School and is 
a 13-year Girl Scout.

Sparked by memories 
of her neighborhood park 
and to encourage people to 
spend more time outside, 
do physical activity, and po-
tentially make new friends 
after the COVID quaran-
tine, she painted games in 
the neighborhood park path. 
The neighborhood HOA 
helped support this project 
so that it could be of great 
benefit to everyone in the 
neighborhood.

Cara also earned the Girl 
Scout Bronze and Silver 
Awards. She is the daugh-
ter of Cheryl and Michael 
Harvey and is a freshman 
attending Roger Williams 
University studying marine 
biology.

Rebecca Lee
Rebecca Lee attends 

Carmel High School and 
has been a Girl Scout for 11 
years.

She realized some of her 
community members held 
misconceptions about recy-
cling, and that this may be a 
concern nationally and glob-
ally (currently 150 million 
metric tons of plastics in the 
oceans and other staggering 
statistics). Understanding 
the recycling products and 
process are complicated, 
she knew that education and 
instruction to proper plas-
tics recycling must be made 
easily accessible and under-
standable to the public to 
create change. She interned 
for the Hamilton Coun-
ty Household Hazardous 
Waste Center and learned 
details about plastics recy-
cling, then created flyers 
for the Hamilton County 
HHWC and coloring pages 
for school-age children, as 
well as a website housing 
recycling resources.

Rebecca also earned the 
Girl Scout Silver Award. She 
is the daughter of Julia Lee.

Madeline Misterka
Madeline Misterka at-

tended Carmel High School 
and was a 13-year Girl 
Scout.

She noticed that Indi-
ana school curricula cover 
limited information about 
government and civics with 

little explanation on how to 
get involved in one’s com-
munity, and she believes the 
information that is taught 
is dusted over and taught 
with little emphasis on the 
significance civics educa-
tion holds in everyday life. 
Passionate about political 
journalism, she created an 
education program of short, 
understandable videos and 
activities covering topics 
about citizenship and civic 
responsibility for elemen-
tary and middle school stu-
dents and centralized all her 
resources digitally.

Madeline also earned the 
Girl Scout Bronze and Silver 
Awards and a Girl Scouts of 
Central Indiana scholarship. 
She is the daughter of Mi-
chelle & Matt Misterka and 
plans to attend Purdue Uni-
versity.

Gloria Sanchez
Gloria Sanchez attends 

Carmel High School and 
has been a Girl Scout for 12 
years.

Realizing the youth 
room at her church had 
many issues and was in dire 
need of remodeling, she led 
the space renovation to cre-
ate a welcoming space for 
youth to enjoy and build a 
community. She has been a 
member of the church her 
whole life and wanted to 
leave her mark there.

Gloria also earned the 
Girl Scout Bronze and Silver 
Awards and a Girl Scouts of 
Central Indiana scholarship. 
She is the daughter of Jenn 
Stumpp and plans to attend 
the University of Brighton 
for Business Management 
with Finance.

Sneha Vashistha
Sneha Vashistha attend-

ed Carmel High School and 
was a 13-year Girl Scout.

She noticed that, be-
cause they grew up in a time 
when technology was not as 
prominent or dangerous as 
it can be today, senior citi-
zens lack the specific train-
ing and practice to be safe 
online and are vulnerable 
to hackers and scams that 
can breach privacy. Inspired 
by her relationship with her 
grandparents and other old-
er adults, she designed and 
hosted cyber security aware-
ness workshops specifically 
for senior citizens, hosting 
virtual and in-person work-
shops at community centers 
and senior homes to reach 
seniors across the world.

Sneha also earned the 
Girl Scout Silver Award. 
She is the daughter of Anil 
Vashistha and Uma Naga-
rajan and plans to major in 
biomedical engineering and 
pre-med in college.

Samantha Walz
Samantha Walz attend-

ed Carmel High School and 
was a 13-year Girl Scout.

She is passionate about 
and enjoys STEM and 
noticed a lack of access 
to STEM for kids in her 
neighboring community. 
She created a cabinet filled 
with different fun and edu-
cational STEM activities to 
provide kids with access to 
STEM.

Samantha also earned 
the Girl Scout Bronze and 
Silver Awards. She is the 
daughter of Amy Walz and 
Matt Walz and plans to at-
tend Purdue University to 
study engineering.

About the Girl Scout 
Gold Award

Since 1916, Girl Scouts 
have been making mean-
ingful, sustainable change 
in their communities and 
around the world. The Girl 
Scout Gold Award, the 
highest honor a Girl Scout 
can earn, acknowledges the 
power behind each recipi-
ent’s dedication to not only 
empowering and bettering 
herself, but also to making 
the world a better place for 
others. These young wom-
en are courageous leaders 
and visionary change mak-
ers. They are the future, and 
it looks bright!

Learn more at 
GirlScoutsIndiana.org.

Scouts
from Page 1

Welcome to Grill-osophy 101
I have to 

come clean. I am 
a heavy smoker. 
But it gets even 
worse than that.

I am also a ha-
bitual griller.

There is no 
brisket, turkey 
breast or rack 
of ribs safe with 
me around. In 
my house, I am the Mae-
stro of Meat, the Sultan of 
Steak, the Boss of Beef, the 
Prince of Pork, and even the 
V.I.P. of Veggies. If it once 
moo’d, oinked, clucked, or 
made whatever noise fish or 
vegetables make, then it has 
probably experienced the 
business end of one of my 
smokers or grills.

Yes, you heard me right. 
I’m such a man that I have 
multiple smokers and grills. 
Most of my weekends are 
spent beating my chest, 
grunting, and grilling. By 
the end of a Sunday, if my 
knuckles aren’t bleeding 
and I don’t smell like I’ve 
been laying in a campfire pit 
for a week, then I did some-
thing wrong. 

There is a purpose for 
each of my grill babies. My 
offset smoker is for when 
I want to smoke the larger 

hunks of a beast. 
The electric smok-
er is for the smaller 
portions and when 
I don’t feel like 
wasting a chimney 
of charcoal or a 
pile of wood. The 
Weber charcoal 
grill is for when I 
want to get back to 
my basic roots.

And then there’s my 
Blackstone propane grid-
dle. This is my youngest 
child, my newest toy.

Oh, I’ve been spending 
a lot of time with this bad 
boy!

When I suit up to take 
this grill for a drive, I feel 
like a master hibachi chef. 
I have all the same tools. I 
make clanking sounds with 
the metal spatulas. I attempt 
an onion volcano that turns 
out to be more of a smoke-
less, onion bunny hill. Who 
cares? It’s still awesome. 
And if you’re standing out-
side with me, go ahead and 
open your shirt pockets, be-
cause here come the flying 
shrimp tails!

Now that you know the 
purpose for these prodigious 
contraptions, I’d like to wel-
come you to my Grill-oso-
phy class. Consider this col-

umn your syllabus. While 
I am aware that I’m sitting 
here spewing out hefty 
amounts of testosterone, I 
also realize that there are 
just as many women who 
excel at the BBQ pit as there 
are men. So, henceforth, I 
will refer to any home chef 
as a grill master, or GM for 
short. Mainly, so my wife 
doesn’t smack me for being 
a sexist pig.

Since this is the first day 
of class, we need to go over 
all the ground rules. These 
are exceptionally import-
ant, so pull out your pen and 
butcher paper.

Rule No. 1
Never touch another 

GM’s grill. This is simple, 
but pivotal. The smoker or 
grill is the GM’s domain. 
Enter at your own risk. You 
don’t like when others mess 
with your stuff. So, keep 
your oven mitts to yourself.

Rule No. 2
Never critique another 

GM’s grilling style. Don’t 
tell me to turn the heat up 
or down or show me how to 
adjust the pipe on my smok-
er. We all cook differently 
since we probably watch 
different YouTube cooking 
channels to hone our skills, 
so BACK OFF! Sorry, did I 

yell? I get passionate about 
these things.

Rule No. 3
Never ask a GM to cook 

something well-done. It goes 
against a GM’s instincts and 
all rules of nature. Don’t be 
that guy. Just don’t. If I ever 
cook anything past medium 
rare, it should be because it 
was my turn in the cornhole 
game and I neglected to 
check the internal tempera-
ture of the meat in a timely 
fashion. 

Rule No. 4
Never ask a GM for 

steak sauce or ketchup. 
Would you like it if some-
one walked up to you and 
said, “You know what? You 
suck!” This is exactly how a 
GM feels when you ask for 
steak sauce. So, have a heart. 
Eat what you’re given.

* * *
So, that’s all for today’s 

class. The moral of the story 
is … where there’s smoke 
there’s fire. Hopefully with 
a well-seasoned steak on top 
of it! Enjoy, my fellow grill 
masters! I’ll see you at the 
next Grunters Anonymous 
meeting.

Tim Rathz can be 
reached at 40somethingin-
fishers@gmail.com. Follow 
on Facebook or Instagram.

TIM Rathz
Forty-something 

in Fishers

COLUMNIST

https://carmelplayers.org/
https://www.girlscoutsindiana.org/
mailto:40somethinginfishers%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:40somethinginfishers%40gmail.com?subject=
https://tinyurl.com/2ctjercm
https://www.instagram.com/40somethinginfishers
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in concert          with nature!

Cool Creek Park st

Adults - $5 | 12 & Under - Free
Select Fridays at 7PM | Gates open at 6PM

Tickets & discounts at
MyHamiltonCountyParks.com

thenautiyachtys.com

The Nauti
Yachtys

with Josh Kaufman

August 11

Thanks to these supporting sponsors

Title sponsored by

By

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com


The REPORTER
The Central Indiana 

Vintage Vehicles Car Club 
thanks the Noblesville 
Parks Department, Nobles-
ville Lions Club, and all 
sponsors for their support 
of CIVV’s annual Father's 
Day Car Sow at Forest Park 
on June 18.

This year's sponsors in-
cluded:
• AGM Auto
• Alexander's Auto & Radiator
• Alexander's on the Square
• Auto Outfitters
• Ayer's Real Estate
• Bolden's Dry Cleaners
• Cook & Cook Attorneys At Law
• Dean's Auto Parts
• Don Bailey Barber Shop
• Grabb/O'Dell Families
• Kent's
• Martin & Martin Insurance 
Agency
• Mary Sue & Ted Rowland
• Napa of Noblesville
• Noble Auto Service
• Noblesville Trophies
• Perkins of Noblesville
• Pizza Hut of Noblesville
• Randall & Roberts Funeral 

Homes 
• Reggie's Motorworks
• Renner Nixon Body Works
• Ron & Janet Harmon
• Sander's Castleton TV
• Simple Engine & Machine

• Son Shine Service
• Steve Castlow
• Story's Collision Center
• Supply Warehouse Inc
• Toby Fulks
• Travis McGee

• Triangle Sales Company
This year marked the 

32nd annual Father's Day 
Car Show. Each year pro-
ceeds go to the Elysian 
Foundation to benefit the 

residents of Normal Life 
of Sheridan, a home-based 
care program for severe-
ly brain injured men and 
women.

This years' show brought 

261 vehicles to a sunny For-
est Park for the community 
to enjoy. Thanks again to 
these sponsors and the com-
munity for making this such 
a successful event.
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Directed by Lori Raffel 

Tickets:   $18 for Adults, 
$16 for Seniors (62+) 
 and Students

Venue: The Cat in Carmel
254 Veterans Way
Carmel 46032

Friday, August 4, 2023 - 7:30 pm
Saturday, August 5, 2023- 7:30 pm
Sunday,  August 6, 2023- 2:30 pm

Thursday, August 10, 2023- 7:30 pm
Friday, August 11, 2023- 7:30 pm

Saturday, August 12, 2023- 7:30 pm
Sunday, August 13, 2023- 2:30 pm

317-815-9387   •  WWW.CARMELPLAYERS.ORG

Keep in Touch with 
Hamilton County’s 
Business Community

Hamilton County Business Magazine  
publishes online six times a year

FREE Online Subscription 
Scan the QR Code

www.hamiltoncountybusiness.com

By CARRIE NEAL
A Seat on the Aisle

The statistics continue to 
astound: Agatha Christie is 
the most widely published 
author of all time. Her work 
has been translated into over 
100 languages, with more 
than two billion books pub-
lished, and outsold only by 
the Bible and Shakespeare.

I became a fan at a young 
age, introduced to Chris-
tie’s books as an elementa-
ry schooler. As luck would 
have it, my second-grade 
teacher was Miss Sharples 
(not Miss Marple but close), 
a British expat who was also 
a huge Christie fan. We’d 
trade reviews at recess, and 
eventually she gave me a 
notebook for my own mys-
tery stories. So as a lifelong 
devotee of Agatha Christie’s 
mysteries, my hopes for this 
production were high. 

Anyone who has attend-
ed a production at The Cat, 
254 Veterans Way, Carmel, 
is aware of the limitations of 
the space, which has a very 
small stage and a long, nar-
row construct for audience 
seating. These limitations 
actually work surprisingly 
well within the framework 
of Murder on the Orient 
Express, with the compact 
set adeptly conveying the 
cramped nature of actual 
train carriages. 

In any Christie mystery, 
the most important charac-
ter is the detective attempt-
ing to solve the case, in this 
instance Hercule Poirot. As 
Poirot, Larry Adams rare-
ly leaves the stage and has 
an innate understanding 
of the character, as well as 
delightful comic timing. 
My only quibble would be 
some minor inconsistencies 
with his accent, and in fact 
the production as a whole 
would have benefited from a 
dialect coach (at least, there 
was none credited in the 
program). 

Among the uniformly 
strong cast, there are two 
particular standouts de-

serving of special mention: 
Earl Campbell as Monsieur 
Bouc, with an impeccable 
accent and delivery, and 
Vickie Phipps as Helen 
Hubbard. Ms. Phipps abso-
lutely steals the show with 
her deadpan comedic tal-
ents, but also demonstrates 
real emotional depth during 
more serious moments.

Director Lori Raffel 
must be complimented on 
the pacing of the piece; for 
most of the play, things clip 
along just as they should and 
are very entertaining. Un-
fortunately, the pace slows 
a bit during the denouement, 
and the play loses some of 
its urgency. Another note-
worthy element that must be 

complimented is the charm-
ing program centerpiece, 
complete with a full-color 
map and headshots and de-
scriptions of each character, 
accompanied by the flag 
from their country of origin.

CCP’s Murder on the 
Orient Express, performed 
at The Cat Theatre in Car-
mel, continues for just one 
more weekend, Aug. 10 
to 13. As the entire open-
ing weekend was a sellout, 
don’t delay in getting your 
tickets if you wish to see this 
well-done production. Tick-
ets may be purchased online 
at carmelplayers.org.

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.

Photos by Rob Slaven / IndyGhostLight.com
(Top) Detective Hercule Poirot (Larry Adams) 
comforts passenger Greta Ohlsson (Nicole 
Sherlock). (Above) Reactions from Monsieur Bouc 
(Earl Campbell) and Helen Hubbard (Vickie Phipps).

Hercule Poirot, a murder express 
& The Cat; what could go wrong?

Central Indiana Vintage Vehicles Car Club makes $5K 
donation to help people with severe brain injuries

Photo provided
Central Indiana Vintage Vehicles presented Tamela Grabb of the Elysian Foundation a check for $5,000 on Aug. 5.

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

https://carmelplayers.org/
https://l.ead.me/bd8HPa
https://asota.wordpress.com/
http://www.carmelplayers.org/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://www.indyghostlight.com/
http://paulpoteet.com
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“People are 
like bicycles. They 
can keep their 
balance only as 
long as they keep 
moving.” – Albert 
Einstein in a letter 
to his son Eduard, 
Feb. 5, 1930

M o v e m e n t ! 
Haven’t we all 
heard this at one 
time or another: ”Don’t lie 
down if you can sit, don’t sit 
if you can stand, don’t stand 
if you can walk.”

Whatever! I know that 
I often just want to kick 
back with my feet up – lit-
erally. However, we must 
admit that A.E. did get that 
whole theory of relativity 
thing right, so maybe we 

should pay atten-
tion to his remark 
about balance! 
(Although I do 
not agree with 
his minimal sleep 
habits – but that is 
another column!) 

The impor-
tance of balance 
and movement 
cannot be overem-

phasized for us as we move 
into the 50 and over range. 
Along with changes in our 
muscle strength and flexi-
bility, we also incur issues 
with balance in our every-
day movement. Increasing 
that movement can enhance 
our ability to maintain bal-
ance. How many times did 
you fall down as a child? 

Bet you sprang up without a 
problem; your strong bones, 
muscle tone, and flexibility 
enabled you to brush your-
self off and keep on going 
with barely a notice!

According to the BMJ 
(British Medical Journal, 
29 October 2013) French 
researchers analyzed the 
results of 17 trials that test-
ed the effect of fall-preven-
tion exercises on seniors’ 
risk of falls and fall-related 
injuries. Overall, exercise 
programs reduced falls that 
caused injuries by 37 per-
cent, falls leading to serious 
injuries by 43 percent, and 
broken bones by 61 percent.

Independence is some-
thing we all value – chil-
dren are eager to become 
independent, and mature 
adults are eager to stay in-
dependent! Broken bones 
from falls which can be 
prevented limit mobility 
and lead to a host of other 
health issues as well as lack 
of confidence and fear of 
falling. 

What is to be done? 
Movement!

As a fitness instructor, 
I find it both amusing and 
rather sad that many peo-
ple look upon stretching 
as a not-very-challenging 
workout and therefore not 
to be highly regarded. Ask 

any Olympian what type 
of workout offers the most 
benefits. In addition to in-
creasing balance and flexi-
bility, stretching transports 
oxygen and removes toxins 
from muscles, improving 
athletic performance.

Fitness classes aimed at 
improving balance are in-
creasingly common, I am 
pleased to say. In addition to 
pro-moting better balance, 
participants can experience 
improved muscle tone, 
stronger bones as well as 
coordination and a sense of 
well-being.

When is it a good time to 
start? How about now? Tak-
ing control of our balance 
and movement – along with 
better nutrition – can make 
a world of difference to the 
quality of life we cherish. 
Self-care is not only a gift 
we give to ourselves, but 
a precious gift we offer to 
those who love us. It truly is 
the “gift that keeps on giv-
ing” to coin a phrase! 
Sharon McMahon, CNWC

The opinions expressed 
in this article are not intend-
ed to replace advice of your 
personal physician or li-
censed health professional. 
Please consult your physi-
cian for any issues you may 
have related to nutrition or 
fitness activity.

SHARON McMAHON
Be Well

COLUMNIST

A body in motion will stay in motion

The REPORTER
Concordia University 

officials have released the 
Spring Honors List for the 
2022-23 academic year. 
To be eligible for the hon-
or, students must achieve a 
minimum 3.60 grade-point 
average and complete at 
least 12 undergraduate 

credits.
Mary Dubke, Nobles-

ville, a senior at the Mequon, 
Wis., campus, is studying 
K-12 Music Education.

Zackary Johnson, No-
blesville, a senior at the Ann 
Arbor, Mich., campus, is 
studying Justice and Public 
Policy.

Two Noblesville students earn 
honors at Concordia University

Six Carmel students make Dean’s 
List at Washington University

The REPORTER
The following students 

from Carmel have been 
named to the dean's list for 
the spring 2023 semester at 
Washington University in 
St. Louis, Mo.:

• Christina Chun
• Allison Foster
• Neal Joshi
• Sanchali Pothuru

• Morgan Ye
• Ethan Zhang
All are enrolled in the 

College of Arts & Scienc-
es. To qualify for the Dean's 
List in the College of Arts & 
Sciences, students must earn 
a semester grade-point aver-
age of 3.6 or above and be 
enrolled in at least 14 graded 
units.

Submitted
Carmel City Council 

member Teresa Ayers has 
announced she 
was endorsed by 
Carmel Fraternal 
Order of Police 
Lodge 185 in the 
upcoming general 
election.

“I have always 
supported law en-
forcement and the 
job they do every 
day to protect our commu-
nity and this endorsement 

confirms that.,” Ayers said. 
“In the past year, we have 
seen a huge spike in burglar-

ies and vehicle 
thefts. With these 
increases, we 
need a stronger 
police force now 
more than ever 
to maintain our 
quality of life and 
keep Carmel one 
of the safest cit-
ies in America. I 

am the candidate in this race 
committed to these goals.”

Ayers

Teresa Ayers grateful for
Carmel FOP’s endorsement

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday August 11
Bobby Stardust & Leta

 Reservations Recommended 

Thanks for reading 
The Reporter!

East District Office: (765) 369-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefits
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative flags flown 
over the US Capitol from my office.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Office: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my office to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My office can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN 
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

https://www.greenavenue.info/
http://www.pastoitalianowestfield.com/
https://www.westfieldplayhouse.org/
http://www.ReadTheReporter.com/
https://spartz.house.gov/
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Don’t go it alone 

Join us at Together Today! 

Together Today invites adults 55+ to enrich their lives through 
fun, educational, and healthy activities with  

friends new and established.  
Meets 1st & 3rd Fridays of the Month 9:00-1:30  

Breakfast and lunch provided. 

Together Today Arcadia 
1st & 3rd Fridays of the month 

Arcadia Christian Church 
 26901 State Rte 19, Arcadia, IN 46030  

Visit our website at www.shepherdscenterofhamiltoncounty.org or  

contact our office at 317-674-8777 for more information. 

We hope you can join us! 

Health Department monitoring 
water quality in local streams

Hoosier Riverwatch Program helps preserve state’s rivers 
The REPORTER

The Hamilton Coun-
ty Health Department, in 
conjunction with the In-
diana Department of En-
vironmental Management 
(IDEM), is monitoring the 
health of local rivers and 
streams as part of the Hoo-
sier Riverwatch program, 
a state-sponsored water 
quality monitoring initia-
tive. 

“Our office participates 
as often as we can,” said 
Morgan Bennett, Senior 
Environmental Health 
Specialist at the Health De-
partment. “It is not a part 
of our regulatory require-
ments, but it is a nice break 
from our normal activities 
during the summer months. 
It allows us to get directly 
involved with the stream 
and connect to nature.” 

The group, which in-

cludes college students 
working as part-time wa-
ter quality technicians, re-
cently took samples from 
a stretch of Little Cicero 
Creek in Bishops Park near 
Arcadia. They measured 
chemical and biological 
markers like water flow, 
temperature, and transpar-
ency, as well as levels of 
nitrate, pH, phosphate, and 
dissolved oxygen.  

“We also test for E. coli 
and collect and identify 
macroinvertebrates,” Ben-
nett added. “Some species 
are more pollution tolerant 
than others. We’re looking 
for diversity of these or-
ganisms as they can indi-
cate the overall water qual-
ity of the stream.”  

The data the group col-
lects is then added to Hoo-
sier Riverwatch’s online 
database to determine the 

water quality of streams 
and how they are chang-
ing over time. Since 1996, 
Hoosier Riverwatch has 
trained more than 3,000 
stream monitors as part of 
its volunteer stream moni-

toring program. The volun-
teer network serves as ac-
tive stewards of Indiana’s 
valuable water resources. 
Those interested in partic-
ipating can visit Hoosier-
RiverWatch.com.

Photos provided
The group, which includes college students working as part-time water quality technicians, recently 
took samples from a stretch of Little Cicero Creek in Bishops Park near Arcadia.

Photo provided

By DANIELLE ZULKOSKY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Give Back Sunday is 
the Colts training camp day 
dedicated to highlighting 
the work of local non-profits 
in the community, but this 
year, the team also brought 
in the American Heart 
Association to teach fans 
hands-only CPR in the after-
math of Damar Hamlin col-
lapsing on the field during a 
2022 NFL season. 

This addition to training 
camp is a part of the NFL’s 
commitment to CPR educa-
tion and automated external 
defibrillator (AED) access 
across the country through 
the Smart Heart Sports Co-
alition.

“The CPR initiative with 
the league, they are working 
with teams and individual 
markets to do this education 
and awareness piece to be 
able to train fans in hands-on-
ly CPR, and to target coaches 
working with youth as well 
too is a really high priority,” 
explained Ashley Powell, the 
Colts director of community 
relations.

Tim Harms is the senior 
communications director of 
the American Heart Associ-

ation. He said the goal is to 
create a “Nation of Life Sav-
ers” ready to call 911 and 
start CPR until help arrives.

“You put your hands in 
the center of the chest and 
you press hard and fast, 
which is about 100-120 
beats per minute, and you do 
that until the EMS arrives,” 
Harms said.

Representatives at the 
American Heart Associa-

tion tents encouraged par-
ents to jump in with kids to 
get more comfortable doing 
hands-only CPR too.

“Right now, there are 
about 350,000 instances of 
sudden cardiac arrest each 
year, and unfortunately, 90 
percent of those people do 
not survive,” Harms said. 
“A lot of that is because peo-
ple don’t feel comfortable 
jumping in to do CPR. They 

don’t know the skills that 
are needed to do that, and 
we want to create a ‘Nation 
of Life Savers.’”

The Colts said it is im-
portant to be able to show-
case the important work 
many of the other non-prof-
its featured at Give Back 
Sunday are doing in the 
community.

American Heart Association teaches
Colts fans CPR during Give Back Sunday

The REPORTER
The City of Carmel and 

its record of low crime and 
safe neighborhoods has been 
named the No. 1 
safest city in Indi-
ana with popula-
tions of more than 
30,000, according 
to a new survey 
released this week 
by Safewise. The 
survey utilizes 
federal crime sta-
tistics to deter-
mine results.

Carmel’s violent crime 
rate is 0.5 per 100,000 pop-
ulation. Its property crime 
rate is 6.5. Indiana’s violent 
crime rate of 3.1 is below 
the national average of 4.0 
and represents a 13 percent 
decrease. The nationwide 
violent crime rate decreased 
by less than 1 percent during 
the same period.

You can see the results 
by clicking here.

“Maintaining one of 
the safest cities in Indiana 
is something we are proud 
of in Carmel, and we know 
our current and future resi-
dents count on this as part 
of their experience living 
in our great city,” Mayor 
Jim Brainard said. “I give a 
lot of credit to our Carmel 
Police Department which 
has a record of excellence 

in patrolling our streets 
and neighborhoods and in 
working to anticipate po-
tential criminal activity and 

working to stop it 
before that hap-
pens.”

Overall, Car-
mel ranked fourth 
behind St. John, 
Zionsville, and 
Dyer, each of 
which have much 
smaller popula-
tions. Based on 
FBI statistics, 

Carmel’s violent crime rate 
and property crime rate is 
well below the state and na-
tional average.

The State of Safety Sur-
vey results also reflected this 
decrease, with 11 percent of 
Indiana residents claiming 
to have experienced a vio-
lent crime in the 12 months 
prior to the survey (a 15 per-
cent decrease).

That said, 49 percent of 
the Hoosiers surveyed felt 
concerned about violent 
crime, which represents a 5 
percent increase compared 
to the previous year's sur-
vey. Gun violence concerns 
rose by 8 percent. Compared 
to its regional neighbors (Il-
linois, Michigan, Ohio, and 
Wisconsin), Indiana saw the 
most significant decrease in 
violent crime.

Carmel listed among 
safest cities in Indiana

Brainard

By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Two 14-year-olds, a 
15-year-old and a 16-year-
old are facing juvenile 
criminal charges after a Kia 
subcompact car was stolen 
from an Indianapolis home 
and other vehicles were 
damaged at a Fishers Kia 
dealership, police say.

A news release issued 
Monday afternoon from 
Fishers Police Department 
announced the arrests of the 
four boys, who are listed as 
being from Indianapolis.

The release said officers 
were sent about 5 a.m. Sun-
day to the Napleton Kia, 
13417 Britton Park Road, 
Fishers. A video system at 
the dealership notified the 
Hamilton County Commu-
nications Center that people 
were breaking into vehicles.

Upon officers’ arrival, 
one person ran north across 
the property as a black 2014 
Kia Soul exited the park-
ing lot. Investigators later 
learned the subcompact car 
had been stolen from an In-
dianapolis home, said the 
release, which provided no 
additional details about the 
theft.

Police chased the Soul 
northbound in the south-
bound lanes of State Road 
37 until it crossed the me-
dian and turned south in 
the southbound lanes near 
Greenfield Avenue in No-
blesville. 

As the pursuit contin-

ued, tire-deflation devices 
were used on State Road 
37 before the Soul crashed 
near the I-69 interchange 
for 116th Street. The four 
boys fled from the crashed 
Soul on foot. The driver 
was taken into custody a 
short time later, and the oth-
er three boys were found in 
a nearby trash dumpster.

The Hamilton Coun-
ty Prosecutor’s Office will 
determine how to proceed 
with the boys’ cases. The 
news release says the boys 
face charges of resisting 
law enforcement with a ve-
hicle, resisting law enforce-
ment-fleeing, unauthorized 
entry of a motor vehicle, 
auto theft, and criminal 
mischief. 

Based on Indiana Crim-
inal Justice Institute reports, 
those crimes are not gener-
ally ones that would cause 
the boys to be charged as 
adults. Indiana law protects 
the disposition of juvenile 
cases from public view.

Investigators say two 
vehicles at the dealership 
had smashed windows, and 
one of those and four oth-
ers had “interior damage 
including damage to the 
steering column/ignition 
switch.”

The news release did 
not say if the vehicles dam-
aged at the dealership were 
Kias or other brands.

Recently, thieves across 
the nation have targeted 
cars from automotive mak-
ers Kia and Hyundai.

Four boys arrested after 
car theft, vehicle damaged, 

Fishers police chase

See CPR . . . Page 8

https://shepherdscenterofhamiltoncounty.org/
https://www.hoosierriverwatch.com/
https://www.hoosierriverwatch.com/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/american-heart-association-teaches-colts-fans-cpr-during-give-back-sunday
https://tinyurl.com/2xjssauu
https://www.wishtv.com/news/crime-watch-8/4-boys-arrested-after-car-theft-damage-to-vehicles-fishers-indiana-police-chase
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Mental Health America of Indiana 
receives $900K grant from Anthem

Blue Cross and Blue Shield Foundation
The REPORTER

Mental Health Amer-
ica of Indiana (MHAI) 
announced last Friday a 
three-year, $900,000 grant 
from Anthem Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield Foundation 
during Mental Health Mat-
ters Day at the Indiana State 
Fair.

Representatives from 
Anthem Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield Foundation pre-
sented the grant alongside 
Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch 
and Douglas Huntsinger, 
Executive Director for Drug 
Prevention, Treatment, & 
Enforcement for the State 
of Indiana and Chairman of 
the Indiana Commission to 
Combat Substance Use Dis-
order, to MHAI’s Indiana 
Recovery Network for their 
Regional Recovery Hub 
– Emergency Department 
Program.

“With bipartisan efforts 
in the general assembly 
and collaboration with the 
private sector, Indiana has 
made great strides in provid-
ing Hoosiers battling mental 
illness or addiction issues 
with the appropriate help 
they need,” said Crouch, 
who also serves as Indiana’s 
Secretary of Agriculture and 
Rural Development. “To-
day’s generous commitment 
from the Anthem Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield Foundation 
is representative of the col-
laboration we are seeing, 
especially in emergency and 
crisis situations.”

“Emergency depart-
ments are a critical inter-
vention point for individuals 
with substance use disorders 
and mental health needs, 
and peer support services 
are a necessary component 
of recovery,” Huntsinger 
said. “With strong collabo-
ration between our Regional 
Recovery Hubs and hospi-
tals, peer recovery coaches 
will provide another layer 
of support for our most vul-
nerable Hoosiers, working 
to identify their needs and 
walk alongside them to en-
sure a successful recovery.”

The grant funding will 
allow MHAI to expand peer 
support in emergency de-
partments across the state 
serving as a critical access 
point to those with substance 
use disorders and/or mental 
illness. Peer support will 
improve access to treatment, 
resources, and recovery for 
impacted individuals, with 
a focus on medically under-
served communities.

“The Indiana Recov-
ery Network, a program of 
Mental Health America of 
Indiana, is pleased to part-

ner with Anthem Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield Foundation 
to enhance peer recovery 
support services in rural In-
diana counties,” said Heath-
er Rodriguez, MHAI Vice 
President of Recovery and 
Advocacy Programs, Di-
rector of Indiana Recovery 
Network. “This program 
will create partnerships be-
tween Regional Recovery 
Hubs and hospitals to con-
nect patients with certified 
peer recovery professionals 
upon discharge who will 
walk alongside individuals 
as they begin their recov-
ery journey. Not only will 
individuals be provided 
with direct peer support 
services and recovery fo-
cused groups, but peers will 
assist them with resource 
navigation which can be 
an additional challenge for 
someone suffering from 
substance use and/or mental 
health concerns. Peers serve 
as a link to additional needs 
such as treatment, housing, 
employment, whatever that 
person needs to find sustain-
ability in their recovery and 
overall health and wellness 
utilizing a strengths-based 
approach.”

Defined as a mental dis-
order, substance use disor-
der affects a person’s brain 
and behavior, leading to the 
inability to control the use 
of substances such as legal 
or illegal drugs, alcohol, and 
medications. Individuals 
who are using the emergen-
cy department for treatment 

of conditions related to 
substance use disorder and/
or mental illness are more 
likely to initiate recovery 
services and access com-
munity resources if they are 
engaged proactively at the 
point of the emergency care. 
Individuals who continue 
chaotic substance use, have 
instability in housing, are 
unemployed, food insecure, 
or affected by other social 
drivers of health, are less 
likely to access care options.

According to a published 
study by Annals of Emergen-
cy Medicine and the National 
Institute of Health, 60 percent 
of individuals who had fatal 
overdoses over a four-year 
period had been discharged 
from an emergency depart-
ment within the prior year.

This grant funding from 
Anthem Blue Cross and 
Blue Foundation will pro-
vide immediate connection 
through peer services with 
emergency departments by 
delivering direct services 
and/or referrals to increase 
access to treatment options.

“Anthem Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield Foundation 
continues to work with our 
local community partners 
across Indiana, including 
MHAI and the Indiana Re-
covery Network (IRN), to 
provide meaningful solu-
tions to achieve better health 
for all individuals,” said Dr. 
Kimberly Mayrose, Anthem 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
in Indiana’s Behavioral 
Health Medicaid Medical 

Director. “Addressing the 
array of care and service 
options from prevention 
and screening to early in-
tervention and treatment for 
mental health and substance 
use disorders leads to higher 
quality of care and advance-
ment of health equity. Our 
collaboration with MHAI 
and IRN will drive specific, 
measurable outcomes that 
will ultimately strengthen 
our communities through 
crisis response and interven-
tion, community resources 
and referrals, as well as re-
covery supports.” 

Mental Health Matters 
Day at the Indiana State 
Fair was created to advance 
the Indiana Mental Health 
Roundtable’s mission to 
raise awareness for mental 
health by reducing stigma, 
strengthening the men-
tal health delivery system, 
and improving access and 
affordability. The Mental 
Health Matters Day exhibit 
included several local orga-
nizations including Anthem 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
that offered mental health 
resources, education, ser-
vices and supports for those 
that attended.

This grant is part of 
Anthem Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield Foundation’s 
commitment of up to $30 
million to make significant 
progress in addressing the 
mental health and well-being 
in communities across the 
country with an emphasis on 
substance use disorders.

Photo provided
Lt. Governor Suzanne Crouch said the donation signifies the kind of public/
private collaboration Indiana needs in the fight against mental illness issues.

The REPORTER
Michael E. Schrage, 

Chief Executive Officer and 
Chairman of the Board of 
Centier Bank, was honored 
by the Indiana Bankers As-
sociation (IBA) at its annual 
Leaders in Banking Excel-
lence Awards ceremony, 
which took place last Friday 
in Indianapolis.

This award celebrates 
exceptional leaders who 
have positively impacted In-
diana banks and communi-
ties. Schrage, who has over 
half a century of service in 
the banking industry, was 
one of three inducted into 
the class of 2023 leaders. 
The IBA touts the Lead-
ers in Banking Excellence 
Award the association’s 
highest honor.

“This recognition is a 
testament to Centier Bank’s 
dedication to our clients 
and communities as well as 
their unwavering support,” 
Schrage said. “My career has 
not just been about building 
a successful company, but 
a family rooted in trust, in-
tegrity, and a genuine com-
mitment to enriching lives. 
As we continue this journey, 
we remain steadfast in our 
belief that a strong commu-
nity bank can be a catalyst 
for positive change, enrich-
ing lives through financial 

guidance for an even better 
tomorrow.”

Schrage first joined the 
bank in 1972 when it was 
known as Bank of Whiting 
and was elected Chairman of 
the Board in 1982. Schrage 
is the fourth-generation 
leader of the family-owned 
financial institution. Under 
his leadership, Centier Bank 
became the largest private, 
family-owned bank in Indi-
ana, receiving national rec-
ognition and accolades such 
as America's Best Small 
Employers in 2023 and the 
Best-in-State Banks Award 
from Forbes annually from 
2018 to 2023.

Schrage has served 
numerous community or-
ganizations, including the 
Northwest Indiana Sympho-
ny, St. Jude House, Ameri-
can Red Cross, YMCA, and 
the Calumet Council Boy 
Scouts. He is an alumnus 
of Culver Academy, earned 
his bachelor’s degree from 
Denison University and a 
master’s from the Univer-
sity of Colorado-Boulder. 
He was named a Sagamore 
of the Wabash in 1995 and 
is a member of the Indiana 
Bankers Association 40 
Year Club.

For more information 
about Centier Bank, go to 
centier.com.

Photo provided
Indiana Bankers Association President Amber 
Van Til (left) presents a plaque to Centier Bank 
CEO and Chairman Mike Schrage at the IBA’s 
Leaders in Banking Excellence Awards Ceremony 
last Friday.

Centier Bank’s Michael 
Schrage receives IBA’s 

Leaders in Banking
Excellence award

“Community is extreme-
ly important to the organi-
zation, really from the top 
down,” Powell said. “The 
Irsay family and the India-
napolis Colts organization 
as a whole really see our-
selves as stewards to the 
community.”

Some of the local orga-
nizations featured at Give 
Back Sunday included Big 

Brothers Big Sisters and the 
Westfield Youth Assistance 
Program.

A new Indiana law went 
into effect July 1 requiring 
schools to have AEDs on 
hand at all extracurricular 
activities, including the arts. 
The law also required staff 
and teachers involved in 
these activities to be trained 
to use them.

CPR
from Page 7

https://thecooperhouseindiana.networkforgood.com/events/56312-bright-as-the-noonday-soiree-2023
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230531005289/en/Elevance-Health-Foundation-Grows-Substance-Use-Disorder-Partnership-Programs-Through-Second-Phase-of-Grants
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230531005289/en/Elevance-Health-Foundation-Grows-Substance-Use-Disorder-Partnership-Programs-Through-Second-Phase-of-Grants
https://centier.com/
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The seasonal positions are ideal for individuals who possess a passion for delivering 
exceptional customer service and are interested in working on a vintage train. Seasonal 

positions will run from October through January 1st. Most shifts will be Friday, Saturday and/
or Sunday. Youth over the age of 16 are encouraged to apply. Interested applicants can apply 

online through our application form at  https://forms.gle/5gjy8oysyzUX1GaH8

Team members Needed!
seasoNal, ParT-Time PosiTioNs available Now

Full-Time assisTaNT direcTor
Nickel Plate Express is also in search of an Assistant Director to support our local non-profit 
organization. The Assistant Director will collaborate with our Executive Director in planning, 
executing, and providing exceptional train rides. Canidates should have experience in event 

planning, marketing, communication, computer skills, and social media. This is a salaried 
full-time position with a salary range of $38,000 - $42,000. This position will typically work 
Tuesday-Saturday, so weekend availability is a must.  If you are interested in this position, 

please send your resume to Emily at  ereynolds@nickelplateexpress.org

Der Polkatz tear up stage at Cool Creek
Billed as Indy’s band for beautiful music … and polkas, Der Polkatz took to the stage last Friday for the latest perfor-

mance in the Cool Creek Summer Concert Series. Der Polkatz was formed by several members of Polkaboy in order to 
honor the memory and carry the tradition of Polkaboy forward in Indy. Learn more about them at DerPolkatz.com. 
The concert series continues this Friday, Aug. 11 with The Nauti Yachtys. Tickets for adults are $5 at MyHamilton-
CountyParks.com. (Kids aged 12 and under are free!) (Photos provided by Hamilton County Parks & Recreation)

https://forms.gle/5gjy8oysyzUX1GaH8
mailto:ereynolds%40nickelplateexpress.org?subject=
https://derpolkatz.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com/
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com/


10	 Opinion & News

Fishers reader: most HSE parents
support our students & teachers

Letter to the Editor Letter to the Editor

Noblesville reader says 
HSE School Board

targeting Miksha for
removal from Hamilton 

East Public Library Board

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include 
your phone number and city of residence. The 

Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
If you promised the community 

you would be transparent with your 
actions and uphold academic excel-
lence, would you follow through on 
those promises?

I am writing to address the letter 
submitted by HSE board member 
Suzanne Thomas that was printed 
on July 28, 2023.

A board member with “over-
whelming support” from their com-
munity does not need to write a let-
ter to the editor seeking support for 
handbook changes they have forced 
through in multiple meetings this 
year. These changes have NOT had 
the support of the majority of teach-
ers and parents who have attended 
and given public comment during 
these board meetings. In fact, the 
majority of public comments were in 
support of our teachers, administra-
tion, and following the policies and 
procedures that were in place long 
before this board took their seats.

Dawn Lang, school board pres-
ident, was quoted in a recent news 
interview that they were unaware of 
surveys given to the teachers, stu-
dents, and parents asking for input on 
what issues they have noticed or felt 
needed to be addressed in the hand-
book for the 2023-2024 school year.

However, in the March 15 Board 
work session, the administration pre-
sented the timeline for stakeholder 
input (meetings, surveys, etc.), which 
can be seen in attachments on the 
school board’s BoardDocs website 
(found at this link).

A week later, at the board meeting 
on March 22, the administration re-
spectfully requested the school board 
follow their timeline and policies, but 
the board chose to ignore the admin-
istration, teachers’ union, and com-
munity and forced their vote through 
to remove microaggressions from the 
handbook. (Watch at this link.) 

The HSE administration, HSEA 
President and Vice President, and 
countless parents have requested this 
board listen to our educators, stop 
micromanaging all aspects of the 
district, and learn what the statutory 
responsibilities of their jobs are be-
fore making major changes at board 
meetings. Instead, the excuse of not 
fully understanding their job has been 
used while still voting against the ad-
ministration and teachers.

Another extremely unpopular 
change of policy came up when the 
board refused to renew the contracts 
for five of the top administrators in 
our district, which has created anxi-
ety among the community and within 
the schools about plans currently be-
ing made behind the scenes regard-

ing our DEI Director Dr. Nataki 
Pettigrew. Yet HSE’s administration 
continues to show up, cater to this 
board’s demands, and perform supe-
rior work for the students.

This week, a special meeting was 
scheduled on at 7 a.m. on Wednes-
day, Aug. 30 to address HSE’s repre-
sentative on the Hamilton East Pub-
lic Library board. It seems some of 
HSE’s board wants to remove Andre 
Miksha (who served for years under 
an elected Republican Prosecutor 
as his Chief Deputy, served in the 
military, and is married to an HSE 
teacher) two years before his term is 
finished because he was appointed 
by HSE’s previous board president 
and he will not fall in line with the 
extreme changes some of the library 
board want to force through.

With a referendum renewal com-
ing in November, one would think 
our board would be focused on reach-
ing out to the community for support 
and building positive relationships 
instead of playing politics and alien-
ating it further.

There is NOT overwhelming 
support for the private, behind-the-
scenes agendas being forced through 
by a majority of this Board. In fact, 
most HSE parents love our school 
district and do not want to hurt, 
frustrate, or lose the very people we 
NEED to continue the high-quality 
education that leads to the academ-
ic greatness for which our district is 
known.

Community members can access 
past meetings on the BoardDocs 
website (hseschools.org/board/live-
board-meetings) to hear public com-
ments themselves. March 22, July 15, 
and July 26, 2023, are meetings re-
garding the handbook changes.

My concern is five of the board 
members have shown, since taking 
their seats, that they are not sticking 
to their campaign slogans. Academic 
excellence is not attained by over-
ly ambitious adults making changes 
and rules they do not understand the 
significance of. It is earned IN THE 
CLASSROOM, with the teachers and 
students who learn and work within 
the walls 180 or more days a year. 
Currently, it feels like the sugges-
tions and direction this board is go-
ing is not building our district up, but 
rather causing employee and student 
anxiety, distrust in the system, and an 
unnecessary and unwanted negative 
spotlight on our schools. This is not 
what HSE students need right now; 
they need the community to come 
together to pass a referendum renew-
al that keeps class sizes reasonable, 
educational extracurriculars thriving, 
and adds safety for our schools. 

To broadly say the school board is 
functioning in a negative way is not 
true. Two members, Sarah Donsbach 
and Sarah Parks-Reese, are conscien-
tious board members who truly care 
about our community and the educa-
tors at HSE. They have voted against 
the policies the other five board 
members discuss and create outside 
of public view. They voted against 
policies that our teachers, adminis-
tration, and parents of HSE students 
do not support. They voted against 
micromanaging a district that is NOT 
failing, but instead is creating a lov-
ing, supportive, and inclusive envi-
ronment where students are achiev-
ing academic greatness because of 
the students, educators, and adminis-
tration INSIDE our schools. 

I understand I will not always 
agree with how our school board 
functions. They cannot please every-
one with every decision they make. 
However, when it is apparent they 
are disregarding the voices of the stu-
dents, educators, and a majority of the 
parents attending their meetings and 
emailing them, I feel there is a need to 
stand up and call for attention.

This board was voted in because 
lies were being spread in our com-
munity about our schools having fail-
ing academics and questioning our 
budget. However, those of us who 
attend the meetings have witnessed 
this board learn the truth since taking 
their seats. Meeting after meeting, 
they are educated on the REAL ac-
ademic opportunities and greatness 
this district creates and maintains.

Katy Dowling, HSE CFO, has 
broken down accounts and budgets 
and explained how and why the dis-
trict operates as it does. She routinely 
shares hard copies of numbers with 
the public and explains accounting 
terms in ways that everyone can un-
derstand. If the board would like a 
better understanding of transparency, 
they can look to Katy. 

HSE was thriving academically 
before this board took their seats, and 
despite efforts by some, it will still 
be thriving when they are no longer 
there. We, the MAJORITY of stu-
dents, parents, and community mem-
bers of HSE, LOVE and support our 
educators. We appreciate their efforts 
in the classroom, and we respect their 
voices and their desire to be HEARD 
when changes are made within the 
walls of our schools.

We love them for loving our kids, 
and at the end of the day … THAT 
is where academic excellence is go-
ing to come from, and THAT’s HSE. 
#BetterTogetherHSE

Stephanie Hunt
Fishers

Dear Editor:
Andre Miksha, JD, was appointed to the Hamilton 

East Public Library Board in September 2022 by the 
Hamilton Southeastern School Board.

For 15 years he was a Deputy Prosecutor in the 
Hamilton County Prosecutor’s Office, the last 12 of 
those as Chief Deputy Prosecutor. Previously he was an 
Active Duty U.S. Army Judge Advocate stationed at the 
Fort Knox Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, where he 
achieved the rank of Captain and received the Meritori-
ous Service Award.

He has been an engaged and faithful member of the 
board, making important motions and votes that have 
kept the library running, retained talented staff, and 
made meetings more accessible for Fishers and Nobles-
ville taxpayers who work during the day. He has never 
missed a regular meeting, showing a commitment that 
few of his fellow board members have. He is, by many 
reports, a Republican.

And yet the HSE School Board is having a special 
public hearing at its central office at 7 a.m. (not a typo) 
on Wednesday, Aug. 30, ostensibly to remove him from 
the board two years before his term expires.

By voting against moving teen and children's books 
that mention gender, sexuality, race, and violence to the 
adult section, Mr. Miksha has upheld the values and 
laws of the Indiana State Library, the American Library 
Association’s Code of Ethics, and the U.S. Constitu-
tion. He has not fallen for the false and politically moti-
vated claims that our library contains “porn.”

For that reason, the HSE School Board seeks to re-
move him and replace him with someone who will vote 
in favor of censorship.

As an HEPL taxpayer, I oppose this dishonorable 
attempt to keep the board stacked with people who 
care more about scoring political points than they do 
about individual rights and responsible stewardship of 
our money.

Lori Hand
Noblesville

Submitted
Micah Beckwith, Re-

publican candidate for In-
diana Lt. Governor, has 
challenged Con-
gressman Greg 
Pence to enter the 
race for Lt. Gov-
ernor on his own. 
Beckwith says he 
strongly believes 
that the Lt. Gov-
ernor position 
should be chosen 
by the people, not 
one person.

“Delegates should be 
able to choose who should 
serve in the second high-
est level in office in our 
state government instead of 
just one person choosing,” 
Beckwith said. “That’s why 
today I am challenging Con-
gressman Greg Pence to en-
ter the race for Lt. Governor. 
If he wants to be Lt. Gover-
nor he should run and make 
his case to the delegates not 
look for an anointment.”

Beckwith said delegates 
should make a choice.

“I believe in the dele-
gates. They are fully capa-

ble of making a 
choice in the race 
for Lt. Governor. 
Does Pence?” 
Beckwith asked. 
“We need leaders 
with courage in 
Indianapolis. Ev-
ery day the liberal 
woke agenda is 
being forced upon 
us. That’s why it 

is so essential that we not 
only elect a strong governor, 
but also a strong Lt. Gover-
nor.”

Beckwith announced his 
candidacy in May. He has 
been visiting with delegates 
across the state for months.

“There should be no 
deals for the position of Lt. 
Governor,” Beckwith said.

Learn more about the 
candidate at MicahBeck-
with.com.

Beckwith

Micah Beckwith calls
on Rep. Greg Pence
to seek Lt. Governor

nomination “on his own”

Noblesville residents collecting
school supplies for children overseas
Submitted

As the new school year 
gets underway, shoebox 
packers are making use of 
back-to-school prices to 
purchase gifts and essen-
tial items for children in 
need around the world.

Residents in Nobles-
ville are collecting school 
supplies, along with per-
sonal care items and fun 
toys, to pack in shoebox-
es. Operation Christmas 
Child, a project of Samar-
itan’s Purse, will deliver 
these gift-filled shoeboxes 
to children in more than 
100 countries.

For many children, ac-
cess to these simple items 
is essential to an education. 

This was the 
case for Jus-
tin Thomas, 
a shoebox 
recipient in 
Sou theas t 
Asia whose 
p a r e n t s 
c o u l d 
not afford 
the supplies needed 
for school. Thomas re-
members the specific day 
he received a gift-filled 
shoebox from Opera-
tion Christmas Child and 
found it filled with toys 
and most exciting to him – 
school supplies.

Growing up with hand-
me-down clothes and used 
items, Thomas used to 

write with 
a pencil so 
short that he 
held it using 
a pen cap. 

Having an 
entire packet 

of new pen-
cils and a pencil 

sharpener all his 
own was a treasure to him. 
This simple gift made a 
life-changing impact for 
Thomas because it opened 
the doors for him to re-
ceive an education.

For more information, 
visit samaritanspurse.
org/occ. National Collec-
tion Week is Nov. 13 to 
20. Participants can do-
nate $10 per shoebox gift 

online through “Follow 
Your Box” and receive a 
tracking label to discover 
its destination. Those who 
prefer the convenience 
of online shopping can 
browse samaritanspurse.
org/buildonline to select 
gifts matched to a child’s 
specific age and gender, 
then finish packing the vir-
tual shoebox by adding a 
photo and personal note of 
encouragement. 

Operation Christmas 
Child, a project of Sa-
maritan's Purse, seeks to 
demonstrate God’s love in 
a tangible way to children 
in need around the world 
and, together with the lo-
cal church worldwide, to 
share the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. Since 1993, 
Operation Christmas 
Child has collected and 
delivered more than 209 
million gift-filled shoe-
boxes to children in more 
than 170 countries and ter-
ritories. This year, Opera-
tion Christmas Child will 
celebrate its 30th year of 
ministry.

Meeting Notices

TriCo Regional Sewer Util-
ity will hold its monthly Board 
of Trustees meeting at 6 p.m. on 
Monday, Aug. 14, 2023, at 7236 
Mayflower Park Drive, Zionsville.

The Sheridan Public Library 
Board of Trustees will meet at 6 
p.m. on Monday, Aug. 14, 2023, 
at the Sheridan Public Library, 
103 W. 1st St., Sheridan.

The Finance Committee of 
the Hamilton East Public Library 
Board of Trustees will meet at 4 
p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 10, 2023, 
in the Small First Floor Meeting 
Room of the library, located at 1 
Library Plaza, Noblesville.

The Hamilton County Board 
of Zoning Appeals will meet at 
7 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 23, 
2023, in the Commissioners’ 
Courtroom / County Council 
Chambers on the first floor of the 
Hamilton County Government & 
Judicial Center, 1 Hamilton Coun-
ty Square, Noblesville.

The Carmel Mayor’s Advisory 
Commission on Human Relations 
will meet at 4 p.m. on Thursday, 
Aug. 10, 2023, in the Caucus Room 
on the second floor of Carmel City 
Hall, 1 Civic Square, Carmel.

Send Meeting Notices to:  
News@ReadTheReporter.com

https://readthereporter.com/hse-school-board-member-offers-clarity-on-hse-student-handbooks/
https://readthereporter.com/hse-school-board-member-offers-clarity-on-hse-student-handbooks/
https://readthereporter.com/hse-school-board-member-offers-clarity-on-hse-student-handbooks/
https://tinyurl.com/2xcwh89w
https://hamiltonseschoolsin.new.swagit.com/videos/222629
https://www.hseschools.org/board/live-board-meetings
https://www.hseschools.org/board/live-board-meetings
https://www.micahbeckwith.com/
https://www.micahbeckwith.com/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child
http://samaritanspurse.org/occ
http://samaritanspurse.org/occ
http://samaritanspurse.org/buildonline
http://samaritanspurse.org/buildonline
mailto:News%40ReadTheReporter.com?subject=Meeting%20Notice
https://readthereporter.com/events
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Today’s Bible Reading
From Shem to Abraham

This is the account of Shem’s family line.
Two years after the flood, when Shem was 100 

years old, he became the father of Arphaxad. And 
after he became the father of Arphaxad, Shem 
lived 500 years and had other sons and daughters.

When Arphaxad had lived 35 years, he became 
the father of Shelah. And after he became the 
father of Shelah, Arphaxad lived 403 years and 
had other sons and daughters.

When Shelah had lived 30 years, he became the 
father of Eber. And after he became the father of 
Eber, Shelah lived 403 years and had other sons 
and daughters.

When Eber had lived 34 years, he became the 
father of Peleg. And after he became the father of 
Peleg, Eber lived 430 years and had other sons 
and daughters.

When Peleg had lived 30 years, he became the 
father of Reu. And after he became the father of 
Reu, Peleg lived 209 years and had other sons 
and daughters.

When Reu had lived 32 years, he became the 
father of Serug. And after he became the father 
of Serug, Reu lived 207 years and had other sons 
and daughters.

When Serug had lived 30 years, he became the 
father of Nahor. And after he became the father of 
Nahor, Serug lived 200 years and had other sons 
and daughters.

When Nahor had lived 29 years, he became the 
father of Terah. And after he became the father of 
Terah, Nahor lived 119 years and had other sons 
and daughters.

After Terah had lived 70 years, he became the 
father of Abram, Nahor and Haran.

Genesis 11:10-26 (NIV)

Hamilton 
County 

Reporter
Contact Information

Email
News@ReadTheReporter.com

Web Address
ReadTheReporter.com

Publisher Stu Clampitt
765-365-2316

Subscription Inquiries
Subscribe@ReadTheReporter.com

765-585-9519

Advertising & Public Notices
Ads@ReadTheReporter.com

765-365-2316

Sports Editor Richie Hall
Sports@ReadTheReporter.com

Twitter: @Richie_Hall

Mailing Address
136 S. 9th St., Suite 12
Noblesville, IN  46060

Hamilton County Reporter
10 x 5 in  $50.00 

ONLINE Ad (A) Runs ONLY: 080423 then switches over to Ad (B) PRINT ad on 080523
A

REALTORS

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer
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Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com
Well maintained 2 BR, 2 BA home in Willow Lake, 

home overlooks pond, has huge great room, double 
sided gas fireplace, sunroom, den, upper loft, 3 season 

room, kitchen w/island, eating area and kitchen 
appliances stay. A perfect “10”. BLC#21918617

17155 McKenna Way 
Noblesville • $354,900

SOLD!

Summer is the perfect 
time to find your  

perfect home!
18507 Idlewind Court

Westfield • $1,499,000

8675 Luann Street
Noblesville • $294,900

Stunning former Home-A-Rama beauty featuring 
5BR, 3BA/2 half baths, walkout basement, 
beautiful hardwood floors, and gorgeous 

architecture throughout.  BLC#21931254

Cute as a button and neat as a pin! This adorable 
brick home offers 4 BR/2 BA and is move-in ready.
No HOA, large lot, & close to parks, golf courses,  

& downtown Noblesville. BLC#21931520 

PENDING

PENDING

Low maintenance home located in sought after 
Highlands of Stony Creek. Stunning 2BR/2BA home 

with office offers a split floorplan & open concept living. 
Patio with lighted pergola. Amenities include swimming 

pool, clubhouse, gym, tennis, pickleball, playground, 
basketball & walking trails!  BLC#21935552

17016 Loch Circle
Noblesville • $344,900

NEW LISTING!

Montie H. Merrill
May 2, 1933 – August 23, 2022

Montie H. Merrill, 89, passed away at his home in 
Warsaw, Mo., on Tuesday, August 23, 
2022. He was born on May 2, 1933, in 
Kirklin, Ind., the son of Charles Merrill 
and Louise (Kemmer) Merrill.

Montie graduated from Sheridan 
High School in 1951. After graduation 
he worked at Delco Remy in Anderson, 
Ind. He later joined the United States 
Army and was stationed at the Chanon 
Engineering Depot in Chanon, France.

In December of 1954, he was unit-
ed in marriage to Dorothy Marie Wiles 
of Sheridan, and together they were 
blessed with four sons. 

In 1976, the family moved to Mis-
souri. Montie was a fencing contractor prior to working 
along his two sons, driving milk trucks. He was first a 
member of First Christian Church in Sheridan, then later 
the Warsaw Christian Church.

Montie is survived by four sons, Michael Eugene Mer-
rill and wife Mary of Cole Camp, Mo., David Warren Mer-
rill of Warsaw, Mo., Gary Joe Merrill and wife Cheryl of 
Sheridan, and Scott Douglas Merrill and wife Teresa of 
Westfield; sister, Col. Marjorie Charlene of San Bernardi-
no, Calif.; eight grandchildren; and 12 great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Charles and 
Louise (Kemmer) Merrill; brother, Roland; nephew, Ron; 
and niece, Diana. 

The family extends a special thanks to Karen Wallace 
for taking care of Montie in his final days. 

Graveside services with Military Honors will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, August 12, 2023, at Crown View 
Cemetery in Sheridan. Reverend Mike Srbljan will be of-
ficiating.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be pre-
sented to the Warsaw Christian Church, 320 State St., War-
saw, MO 65355; or to the Sheridan First Christian Church, 
P.O. Box 111, Sheridan, IN 46069.

Condolences: kerchevalfuneralhome.com

Dorothy Marie Merrill
March 3, 1935 – July 16, 2023

Dorothy Marie Merrill, 88, Warsaw, Mo., and formally 
of Sheridan, passed away on Sunday, 
July 16, 2023, at home, surrounded 
by her family. She was born on March 
3, 1935, in Sheridan to Roy and Julia 
(Walls) Wiles. She graduated from 
Sheridan High School in 1953.

Dorothy married Montie H. Merrill 
in December 1954.

She was a homemaker who en-
joyed church activities and crocheting. 

Dorothy was a member of the Warsaw Christian Church, 
where she was the organist for many years, and formally a 
member of the First Christian Church in Sheridan.

Dorothy is survived by her four sons, Michael Eugene 
Merrill and wife Mary of Cole Camp, Mo., David Warren 
Merrill of Warsaw, Mo., Gary Joe Merrill and wife Cheryl 
of Sheridan, and Scott Douglas Merrill and wife Teresa of 
Westfield; eight grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren; and 
sister-in-law, Col. Marjorie Charlene Merrill of San Ber-
nardino, Calif.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Roy and Ju-
lia (Walls) Wiles and her husband, Montie H. Merrill, on 
August 23, 2022.

The family would like to thank Karen Wallace for tak-
ing care of Dorothy in her final days.

Graveside services will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
August 12, 2023, at Crown View Cemetery, Sheridan. Rev-
erend Mike Srbljan will be officiating. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be pre-
sented to the Warsaw Christian Church, 320 State St., War-
saw MO 65355; or to the Sheridan First Christian Church, 
P.O. Box 111, Sheridan, IN 46069.

Condolences: kerchevalfuneralhome.com
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Access the entire 2023 
Bicentennial Event Lineup 
and get event/program details: 
HamCoTurns200.com

2023 BICENTENNIAL

AUGUST EVENTS
This month, enjoy Wayne and 

Noblesville Townships’ Signature Events!

HAMILTON COUNTY FABRIC ARTS SHOW
AUGUST 8-12
Noblesville Township Community Room, South 8th Street, Noblesville
FREE
Celebrate the fabric arts, both old and new! Hosted in partnership with Nickel Plate Arts, the 
Hamilton County Fabric Arts Show will showcase artists and techniques for different fabric arts. 
Check out heirlooms and new pieces and vote for your favorite.

NOBLESVILLE TOWNSHIP’S signature event

FARMING PAST AND PRESENT
AUGUST 13, 2-5 P.M.
Clarksville Christian Church, Lehr Street, Noblesville

FREE ADMISSION & REFRESHMENTS + FOOD AVAILABLE FOR SALE
Join lifelong farmers Donald and David Zeller at 2:30 p.m. or 4 p.m. as they discuss how farming in 
Wayne Township has changed over the decades. Plus, check out the agricultural artifacts “show and 
tell.” Inside the church, enjoy history displays about Clarksville and the surrounding areas. Outside, 
experience the Hamilton Southeastern Schools FFA “touch a truck” area with old tractors alongside 
new Reynolds farm equipment and old Ford trucks and Model T’s alongside new trucks. Free 
refreshments will be provided at the church, with the Wayne/Fall Creek Lions Club providing food 
for sale.

WAYNE TOWNSHIP’S signature event

TASTE OF HISTORY: FINDING YOUR 
FARMING ANCESTOR
August 12, 11 a.m., Hamilton East Public Library
Library Plaza, Noblesville  | FREE
In the 1820s, 72% of the American workforce was 

engaged in “farm occupations.” Join the staff of 

Hamilton East Public Library’s Indiana Room to learn 

more about the sources available to research your 

farming ancestors by looking at a local farm family. 

Discover historic farming traditions in Wayne Township 

and take a taste of Hamilton County today as we 

sample a small harvest from a local farm. Sign up on the 
library website: hepl.lib.in.us.

HAMILTON CO. BICENTENNIAL TRAVELING EXHIBIT
July 29-August 4, Noble Crossing Elementary School, 
Noblesville
August 5-11, Legacy Images, Sheridan
August 12-18, Clarksville Christian Church, Noblesville
August 19-25, Janus Developmental Services, Noblesville 
August 26-September 1, Hamilton East Public Library, 
Noblesville
FREE | Learn about all five of our Bicentennial themes: Arts, 

Diversity/Inclusion, Education, Historic Preservation, and 

Parks/Environment. Contact the hosting organization for 

information on when the exhibit is open to the public.

https://www.hamcoturns200.com/
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Hamilton County Sports	 Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall
Noblesville, Carmel, Westfield, Sheridan, Hamilton Heights, Fishers, University, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Southeastern

The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

Your new home is waiting for you in Monarch 
Springs, Noblesville Schools. Enjoy welcoming 

one owner home with space for the entire 
family. Open, yet separated is the living/

dining room that adjoins the family room with 
fireplace and cathedral ceiling. Enjoy coffee in 

the breakfast nook looking at the beautiful view 
of the pond in your updated kitchen. Evenings 

on the open patio will be so peaceful. This home 
boasts a main floor primary bedroom and huge 

ensuite. Upper level is complete with another 
primary bedroom and ensuite, lovely bonus 

room and two more bedrooms with Jack and 
Jill bath. Finish the unfinished lower level to 

your liking or enjoy the bonus storage. Home 
foundation is sealed. Welcome HOME!

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Noblesville, IN
4 Beds | 4 Baths| 5,554 Sq Ft 

$474,900

10747 Chestnut Heath Court

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

Jensen

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

WESTFIELD – The 
fans watching the Indianap-
olis Colts practice at Grand 
Park on a beautiful Tuesday 
morning included several 
mayors from around Indi-
ana.

The mayors 
were guests for 
what has become 
an annual tradition 
at Colts Camp: 
The Mayor’s 
Breakfast event. 
They watched 
the team practice, 
ate breakfast, got 
some impromptu 
entertainment from Colts 
mascot Blue, and enjoyed 
being a football fan in a 
relaxed setting in open-air 
suites at the camp.

The group of mayors 
included a mayor-elect. 
Scott Willis will become the 
mayor of Westfield on Jan. 
1, 2024, and although he is 
busy getting ready to make 
the transition to public of-
fice, Willis managed to get 
to the Colts Camp with his 
family for the third time this 
season.

“It’s been amazing,” said 
Willis. “We had huge turnouts 
the first year, but it seems like 
every year it just gets bigger 
and bigger. The Colts have 
done an amazing job of bring-
ing in Colts City and having 
events for kids. I know my 
kids enjoy coming.”

Priceless moments
Willis remembers a 

couple years ago when his 
children got in line to get an 
autograph from now-retired 
Colts quarterback Andrew 
Luck. 

“These are just moments 
that you share with your 
family that are priceless,” 
said Willis. “You don’t get 
that anywhere else.”

Willis and the current 
Westfield mayor, Andy 
Cook, got a chance to chat 
during the Mayor’s Break-
fast. Cook, of course, was 
here when the Colts Camp 
moved to Grand Park in 
2018. He said that next year 
he will be at the camp as “a 
citizen,” but Cook will be 
back.

“I’m not going any-
where,” he said. “I will be 
watching very closely. But 
we’ve got some great peo-
ple coming on board. Scott 
Willis is going to do a won-
derful job.”

Westfield and Grand 
Park have also done a won-
derful job in working with 
the Colts since they came to 
town. Cook said the goal has 
always been to work with 
the Colts to make it the “pre-
mier NFL pre-season camp” 
in the entire league.

“The Colts tell me 
‘We’re there,’” said Cook. 
“And they are so proud of 
this facility. It’s really a 
very rewarding joint venture 
between government and 
private enterprise because 
we all contribute to the fa-
cilities you see here. Three 

years ago, the 
Colts put almost 
a million dollars 
of their money 
into our property. 
That’s they kind 
of relationship 
that we’ve devel-
oped.”

Cook said one 
of the reward-
ing things about 

bringing Colts Camp to 
Westfield is to “watch all 
these little kids out there” at-
tending the camp. Kids have 
many opportunities for fun 
at the camp, with the Colts 
City area, and getting auto-
graphs from players. Cook 
said the kids “come out 
here, their eyes are as big as 
saucers and they’re just hav-
ing a ball. That is one of the 
most incredible things about 
Colts Camp.”

The mayors that attend-
ed the event came from all 
across the state, and there 
was one from right next 
door, Noblesville mayor 
Chris Jensen.

Regional asset
“Andy Cook and West-

field and the entire team, 
the Colts have really per-
fected the customer expe-
rience here,” said Jense. “I 
think it’s awesome to have 
mayors from across the 
state. Surely I’d love them 
in Noblesville, but it’s great 
to have them in Hamilton 
County, and Grand Park and 
the Colts are a huge addi-
tion to this community. And 
it’s a perfect week to have 
them here.”

Jensen thinks of Grand 
Park as a regional asset, not-
ing that the impact from the 
facility spreads into other 
cities beyond Westfield.

“I think every city in 
Hamilton County is bene-
fitting directly from Grand 
Park whether it be direct 
spending in their commu-
nity, whether it’s heads in 
beds,” said Jensen. “But this 
is an absolute regional asset. 
I think we’re getting better 
as a state of talking about 
regional assets. And Grand 
Park is certainly one that we 
all benefit from in Hamilton 
County and even beyond 
Hamilton County.”

Several mayors from 
northern Indiana came to the 
event, including those from 
Columbia City, Mishawaka, 
Hobart, and Mayor Mark 
Senter of Plymouth. 

“I grew up here in Indi-
anapolis and I was a born-

and-bred Colts fan when 
they moved up here in ’84,” 
said Menter. “Love to see 
these guys.”

One big team
Menter was seen talking 

with his counterparts from 
the northern part of the state. 
He said the mayors from 
that area are a “very close-
knit group,” and there is an 
organization called North-
ern Indiana Mayors Round-
table, and get together once 
a month to share stories.

“No matter what size 
you are or what part you are, 
we’re on one big team,” said 
Menter.

Westfield is happy to 
welcome the state’s other 
mayors to that team, show-
ing them a city that is put-
ting itself on the map out-
side of Indiana as well.

“I just think it’s a great 
opportunity to showcase 

Westfield and showcase 
Grand Park. We’re always 
excited to announce an 
event that the Colts put on 
every year and we’re excit-
ed to host it and be a part of 
that. We like to show off our 
city.

“It’s given us an identi-
ty,” said Willis. “For exam-
ple, I recently retired from 
the Marine Corps and I was 
in Alabama for a training 
event and I was talking to 
a resident at a restaurant, 
and they said ‘Where are 
you from?’ I said ‘Well, I’m 
from Westfield, Indiana. 
It’s a suburb of Indianapo-
lis.’ ‘Oh, yeah! We’ve been 
there, our kids play soccer.’ 
We are on the map now be-
cause of Grand Park and it’s 
been a great branding tool 
for our city.”

The mayors weren’t 
the only guests in the Colts 

Camp suites on Tuesday. 
Representatives from Cit-
izens Energy Group were 
also there, as well as some 
from the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, which is gearing 
up for Brickyard Weekend 
in a few days.

“Several different com-
panies are bringing people 
in, really from a lot of dif-
ferent locations outside of 
Indianapolis are bringing 
people, and that’s huge ex-
posure for Grand Park,” 
said Cook.

And with Grand Park 
getting the exposure, the 
other cities of Hamilton 
County are in the line of 
sight as well.

“Having the Colts here, 
having the Pacers G League 
team in Noblesville, I think 
it’s starting to show that 
these mega professional 
sports teams that had for a 

long time solely called In-
dianapolis home are realiz-
ing the benefit of regional 
opportunity,” said Jensen. 
“And I think customers are 
benefitting from that by be-
ing able to have different op-
tions in which to go see their 
professional sports teams.”

Jensen also points out 
that Indianapolis will con-
tinue to be strong – “we per-
sonally can’t be a suburb of 
nothing,” he said. The may-
or said that Indianapolis will 
continue to be a regional 
and national hub for tourism 
and conventions.

“But we would not be 
doing our job if we did not 
take advantage of those 
opportunities and make us 
a regional player and a re-
gional asset for Central In-
diana,” said Jensen. “I think 
Hamilton County is primed 
for that opportunity.”

Grand mayoral menagerie of football
 fans fills Colts City close to capacity

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Westfield mayor Andy Cook (left) chats with the city’s mayor-elect Scott Willis during the annual 
Mayor’s Breakfast at Tuesday’s Colts Camp practice at Grand Park.

Reporter photos by Richie Hall
(Above left) Columbia City mayor Ryan Daniel watches a practice. (Above right) Mishawaka mayor 
David Wood (left) talks with Plymouth mayor Mark Senter, who said the Northern Indiana mayors are 
a very close-knit group.
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mailto:sports%40readthereporter.com?subject=
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www.HCTV2.comwww.HCTV1.com

On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Sat  Aug 12 - IEFA Youth Football
7:00 pm - Noblesville Grinders vs Westfield Rocks | HCTV

Mon Aug 14 - Volleyball
6:00 pm - North Central vs Noblesville | Girls JV | HCTV Sports
7:00 pm - North Central vs Noblesville  | Girls Varsity| HCTV Sports

Wed Aug 16 - Girls Soccer
5:30 pm -  Pendleton Heights5:30 pm -  Pendleton Heights vs Noblesville | Girls JV| HCTV Sports
7:00 pm -  Pendleton Heights vs Noblesville | Girls Varsity| HCTV Sports

Fri Aug 18 - IHSAA Football
6:50 pm - Covenant Christian vs Speedway | Indiana SRN 
6:50 pm -  Brebeuf vs Bishop Chatard |Indiana SRN
7:20 pm -  Jasper @ Evansville Memorial | Indiana SRN

Sat  Aug 19 - IEFA Youth Football
1:00 pm - Avon Junior Orioles vs Plainfield Red Pride|HCTV Sports1:00 pm - Avon Junior Orioles vs Plainfield Red Pride|HCTV Sports

Upcoming Broadcasts

 • Family Law 
• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 

• Guardianship 
• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

Girls Golf Rankings
Week of Aug. 7

Rank	 Team	 Points
T1  . . . . . . .       Westfield (4) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               153
T1  . . . . . . .       Carmel (3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 153
3  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Center Grove (1)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  149
4  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Zionsville  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  133
5  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Homestead . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  132
6  . . . . . . . .        Noblesville  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                117
7  . . . . . . . .        Hamilton Southeastern . . . . .      109
8  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Floyd Central .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  95
9  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Fort Wayne Carroll .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  93
10  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Batesville .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  88
11 . .  .  .  .  .  .  . Franklin Community . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  70
12  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Penn . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  62
13  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Terre Haute South .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  55
14  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Culver Academies .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50
15  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Brownsburg .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43
16  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bedford North Lawrence .  .  .  .  .  36
17  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Valparaiso  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  35
18  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Northridge  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32
19  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lake Central . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13
T20  .  .  .  .  .  . Plainfield . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8
T20  .  .  .  .  .  . West Lafayette .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8

First place votes are in parentheses.

Honorable Mention
Avon, Castle, Guerin Catholic, Richmond, Lebanon, Plymouth, 
Gibson Southern, New Albany, Fishers, Bloomington South, War-
saw, Evansville Memorial.

A special celebrity guest & big 
Colts fan attends training camp
By ANTHONY CALHOUN
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

WESTFIELD – Colts 
training camp continued 
Tuesday at Grand Park 
Sports Campus.

The Indianapolis Colts 
will play their first presea-
son game of the year Sat-
urday in Buffalo against the 
Bills.

On Tuesday, a special 
celebrity guest and big 
Colts fan attended practice 
at training camp. NASCAR 
Cup Series veteran driver 
Chase Briscoe and his fam-
ily were guests of the Colts. 
He’s from Mitchell, a Law-
rence County city of 3,940, 
that’s about a 100-minute 
drive south-southwest of In-
dianapolis.

Briscoe has been a die-
hard Colts fan for a very 
long time.

“I’m excited for this 
year,“ Briscoe said.

Briscoe’s car number is 
14, and Colts tight end Mo 
Alie-Cox presented Briscoe 
with a No. 14 Colts jersey 
after practice.

The 28-year-old driver 
said he has the utmost re-
spect for these Colts play-
ers. “We both (NASCAR 
and NFL) professional ath-
letes and to do that at the 
top level it takes a lot of 
commitment.” Briscoe said.  
“There’s a lot of sacrifice 
when it comes to family and 
things like that so I can defi-
nitely appreciate the grind.”

Briscoe said he can’t 
wait for the upcoming Colts 
season especially getting 
the chance to watch rookie 
quarterback and the fourth 
overall pick in the 2023 NFL 
draft, Anthony Richardson, 
play for the horseshoe.

“I know one thing, he 
is a freak just looking at 
him, he’s huge he’s bigger 
than the other guys (quar-
terbacks). “Briscoe said. 
“If he can throw the ball, 
it’s going to be exciting. He 
can definitely run fast and 
everything else. I think it is 
going to be a learning curve 
I feel like anytime you see a 
rookie come into the league. 
It’s hard to just light the 
world on fire right away. If 
we can get the whole team 
around him it should be 
fun to watch. We need an-

other franchise quarterback 
so hopefully he can be that 
guy.“

Briscoe and drivers from 
NASCAR and IndyCar will 
invade Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway during the week-

end. The IndyCar drivers 
take center stage at 2 p.m. 
Saturday. The NASCAR 
Brickyard 200 is set to start 
at 2:30 p.m. Sunday. All 
events at IMS will be on the 
Road Course.

Photo by Anthony Calhoun / WISH-TV
NASCAR Chase Briscoe’s car number is 14, and 
the Indianapolis Colts on Tuesday, gave him a 
jersey with his number during Colts training camp 
at Grand Park Sports Campus in Westfield. 

The REPORTER
Hamilton Heights boys 

basketball coach Chad Bal-
lenger will host the 22nd 
annual Boars Nest Coaches 
Clinic on Saturday, Aug. 26 
at Tri-Ponds Golf Course, 
2345 S. County Road 900 
West, Tipton.

Five coaches will speak 
at the clinic, which is free 
with no registration required. 
Coaches and their assistants 
are invited to attend.

“We have a great line-up 
of speakers, and I can’t wait 
to steal from some of the 
best coaches in the state,” 
said Ballenger. “After the 
coaches speak feel free to 
hang out and stay as long as 
you want.”

The line-up and speakers 
are as follows:

10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Coach Micah Shrewsberry 

Topic: Playing Offense 
with a Purpose

Head Coach at Notre 
Dame University. Shrews-
berry is fresh off a histor-
ic turnaround as the head 
coach at Penn State. After a 
14-17 first season, Shrews-
berry produced a 23-14 
mark in 2022-23, just the 
12th 20-win season in the 
127-year history of Penn 
State basketball. Coach col-
lected more Big Ten wins 
(17) in his first two seasons 
than any other Penn State 
head coach. 

Shrewsberry brings a 
wealth of experience and 
success to the helm of the 
Notre Dame program. All-
in-all he’s coached in six 
NCAA Tournaments, two 
NCAA Final Fours, five 
NBA Playoffs and two NBA 
Conference Finals – in ad-
dition to coaching all-NBA 
honorees Jayson Tatum 
and Jaylen Brown. Coach 
has strong Indiana ties with 
coaching stops at Purdue/
Butler/IU-South Bend/De-
Pauw/Wabash/University 
of Indianapolis/Played col-
legiately at Hanover and 
High School basketball at 
Cathedral.

11:05 a.m. to noon
Coach Don Carlisle 

Topic: The Culture of 
Ben Davis Basketball 
Head Coach at Ben Da-

vis HS. Entering his 6th 
season as the Giants head 
coach, they are coming 
off a 33-0 season and a 4A 
State Championship. He has 
an overall record of 144- 
66. Carlisle was the 2023 
Indiana All-Stars coach. 
Coach has won 4 Sectional 
Championships, 2 Regional 
Championship and 2 Semi-
State Championship at Ben 
Davis. Coach won a Sec-
tional title with Indianapolis 
Arlington in 2016. Coach 
is a Ben Davis graduate, 
he played and coached col-
legiately at IUPUI. Topic – 
The Culture of Ben Davis 
Basketball. 
12:05 p.m. to 1:10 p.m.

Coach Jarrett Moore 
Topic: In Season and Out 

of Season Workouts
Notre Dame Associate 

Strength and Conditioning 
Coach. Coach Moore is in 
his first year as a strength & 
conditioning coach at No-
tre Dame. He is responsible 
for strength & condition-
ing programs for Women’s 
Basketball, Men’s Golf and 
Women’s Golf. Coach pre-
viously worked at Purdue 
University, where he was 
an assistant strength & con-
ditioning coach for Men’s 
Basketball from Fall 2021 
until Winter 2022. At Pur-
due, he started off as the 
CSCCa Coaching Assistant 
and assisted all Olympic 
sports. He was elevated to 
Strength & Conditioning 
Associate where he oversaw 
Women’s Swim, Cheer, and 
Men’s Tennis. Coach also 
worked with Volleyball & 
Dive during the 2022 Spring 
& Summer seasons. 
1:15 p.m. to 2:20 p.m.

Coach Brooks Miller 
Topic: Motion Offense
Head Coach at Trine 

University. Miller just com-
pleted his 12th season as the 
Head Coach of the Trine 

University Men’s Basket-
ball program and has 23 
combined years of colle-
giate basketball playing and 
coaching experience. Mill-
er has compiled an overall 
record of 197-112 at Trine 
including a 103-57 record 
versus Michigan Intercol-
legiate Athletic Association 
(MIAA) opponents. Coach 
Miller guided the Thunder to 
their first ever MIAA Cham-
pionship in 2019 and swept 
both the MIAA regular sea-
son and MIAA Tournament 
Championships in 2021. 
Miller’s career at Trine Uni-
versity is highlighted by be-
ing named the 2020- 2021 
NCAA D3 National Coach 
of the Year by both Hoop-
dirt.com/Just Play Sports 
Solutions and Basketball 
Times Magazine. Miller was 
also named the 2021 Great 
Lakes Region Coach of the 
Year by D3Hoops.com. In 
2007, his career took him 
to Texas Tech University in 
Lubbock, Texas, where he 
served as a graduate assis-
tant coach to Naismith Hall 
of Fame Coach Bob Knight 
(three National Champi-
onships) and was involved 
with on-campus recruiting 
and player development.
2:25 p.m. to 3:10 p.m.
Coach John Peckinpaugh

Topic: Building the 
Wildkat Defensive Principles

Head Coach at Kokomo 
HS. Entering his 3rd season 
as the Wildkats head coach, 
they are coming off a 24-5 
season and a 4A State Run-
ner-Up. He has an overall 
record of 65-37. Coach has 
won 2 Sectional titles, 2 Re-
gional titles and 1 Semi-State 
Championship with the Kats. 
Coach has stops at Nobles-
ville HS and college stops 
as a head coach at Wheeling 
Jesuit and Indiana Tech. He 
also served assistant roles at 
Purdue Ft. Wayne and Indi-
ana Tech. Coach played col-
legiately at Purdue Ft. Wayne 
and at Muncie Central HS 
where they were back-back 
State Runner-Ups.

Ballenger hosts Boars Nest 
Coaches Clinic on Aug. 26

Thanks for reading The Reporter!
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